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NO INSURANCE?  
NO PROBLEM! 

$108 New Patient Visit!
       (Call for details)
• General
• Cosmetic 
• Implant 
• Snoring &  
Sleep Apnea 
• Emergency
We Accept all Medical Insurance Plans for 
Sleep Appliances. Helping you maximize 
your benefits for sleep apnea treatment. 
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RANCHO MURIETA 
ASSOCIAT ION  
JULY 4 SCHEDULE

Manganese 
Alert Lifted; 
Questions 
Remain

Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District’s water 
treatment plant operates 
near Chesbro Reservoir. 
District officials issued a 
precautionary manganese 
advisory on June 19 and 
l ifted it the following 
morning after manganese 
levels returned to normal. 
Photo courtesy of Rancho 
Murieta Community Services 
District

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - 
Just two days after Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District staff told 
directors that manganese 
levels in the community’s 
drinking water were within 
state guidelines, the dis-
trict issued a precautionary 
alert advising residents 
to give infants and babies 
bottled water because man-
ganese had reached what 
it described as “EPA max-
imum contaminant levels.”

The June 19 alert , 
distributed through the dis-
trict’s new SiRcom Smart 
Alert notification system, 
stated: “Precautionary 
Alert: Manganese Levels 
are at EPA’s maximum 
contaminant levels. Infants 
and Babies should be given 
bottled water until further 
notice.”

Less than 13 hours later, 
at 8:24 a.m. Saturday, 
the district notified res-
idents that the advisory 
had been lifted: “Update 
for Rancho Murieta resi-
dents. Manganese levels 
have returned to normal 
levels. Water is now ok for 
consumption.”

The rapid reversal has 
raised questions about 
what caused the spike, how 
high manganese levels 
reached, whether the issue 
originated at the water 
treatment plant and what 
actions district staff took to 
restore water quality.

A notice later posted on 
the district website advised 
residents that it was safe to 
resume normal water use 
and promised a detailed 
explanation on Monday. 

“We plan to post a report 
with details on what hap-
pened Monday,”  the 
website stated.

Residents experiencing 
brown water were advised 
to flush household lines 
for 10 minutes and contact 
the district if the problem 
persisted.

Because the River Valley 
Times was going to press 
on Monday, June 22, 

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The 
Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Board approved a 2026-27 
budget, a capital improvement pro-
gram and a series of water, sewer and 
solid waste rate increases on June 
17 despite objections from one res-
ident to the proposed rate hikes and 

separate questions from others about 
the district’s long-term water plan-
ning priorities.

The budget raises the average cus-
tomer bill by 31.5%. The board also 
approved a Capital Improvement 
Program that includes $500,000 ear-
marked for future work on the Urban 
Water Management Plan. The budget, 
capital improvement program and 
related rate ordinance were approved 

on a unanimous 3-0 vote.
The increases moved forward after 

only 25 written protests were sub-
mitted during the Proposition 218 
process, far short of the majority 
needed to block them.

President John Merchant and 
Director Tim Maybee were absent, 
with Vice President Linda Butler 
presiding.

Continued on page 5

CSD Approves Budget, Rate Increases

Residential ratepayers provide $11.24 million, or 91%, of Rancho Murieta Community Services District's approved $12.35 million 
in operating revenue for 2026-27. Commercial customers contribute another $897,000, or 7%, with interest income and late fees 
accounting for the remainder. Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta Community Services District

Wildfire Preparedness Pays Off

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho 
Murieta's wildfire-preparedness 
efforts have earned a new state des-
ignation that could help residents 
secure insurance discounts and 
strengthen the community’s ability 
to compete for future wildfire-related 
grant funding.

The Rancho Murieta Regional 
Fire Safe Council learned June 2 
that Rancho Murieta was expected 
to receive designation as a California 
Fire Risk Reduction Community, a 
status subsequently approved by the 
California Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection on June 17.

Council members also received 

updates on the development of a 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
and Sacramento County’s Wildfire 
Resilience Plan, reviewed the May 
2 Wildfire Community Preparedness 
Day event, and learned that Rancho 
Murieta’s Cal Fire Forest Health 
Grant project has been completed. 
The council held its quarterly meet-
ing via Zoom.

Fire Risk Reduction 
Community Designation 

Approved
Registered professional forester 

Phyllis Banducci told the coun-
cil she recently learned that Rancho 
Murieta’s application for inclusion 
on California’s Fire Risk Reduction 

Rancho Murieta joins California's Fire 
Risk Reduction Community List, a 
designation recognizing communities 
that undertake wildfire-preparedness 
activities and planning. The designation 
becomes effective July 1. Photo courtesy 
California Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection

Phyllis Banducci and Brenna Howell volunteer at a Wildfire Community Preparedness Day sponsored by the Rancho Murieta 
Fire Safe Council in 2024. Both spoke at the council’s June 2 meeting. File photo by Gail Bullen
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CELEBRATE 250 YEARS 
OF INDEPENDENCE!



2 • River Valley Times	 	 JUNE 26, 2026

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Improvements 
Committee spent nearly an 
hour on June 10 review-
ing the future of the Water 
Vision Working Group and 
a newly created matrix 
intended to organize the 
district’s growing list of 
water-related projects and 
responsibilities.

The discussion was the 
committee’s first opportu-
nity to review information 
requested by the board fol-
lowing a contentious May 
27 debate over whether 
the Water Vision Working 
Group should continue 
operating as an inde-
pendent working group 
or be folded into the 
Improvements Committee.

The  Improvemen t s 
C o m m i t t e e ,  c h a i r e d 
by Director Bill Gere, 
includes Director Randy 
Jenco, Interim Operations 
Manager Travis Bohannon, 
Interim General Manager 
Amelia Wilder and other 
district staff. The commit-
tee reviews infrastructure 
issues in depth before mak-
ing recommendations to 
the full board.

The committee also 
received updates  on 
several other matters, 
including discussions 
between former director 
Jim Farrell and consultant 
Lisa Maddaus regarding 
unresolved questions in 
the draft Integrated Water 
Master Plan, deteriorat-
ing culverts at the country 
club, and other infrastruc-
ture projects. Those topics 
will be covered in two sep-
arate stories.

The  Wate r  Vi s ion 
W o r k i n g  G r o u p 

currently consists  of 
Jenco, Bohannon, Rancho 
M u r i e t a  P r o p e r t i e s 
Project Manager Jeff 
Pearson, Rancho Murieta 
Assoc ia t ion  Genera l 
Manager Vicky Lentz and 
community representative 
Tom Shewchuk. Wilder 
regularly participates in 
meetings but is not for-
mally a member.

The board originally 
created the group in late 
2025 to work with Water 
S y s t e m s  C o n s u l t i n g 
in identifying poten-
tial groundwater well 
sites for Rancho Murieta. 
Since then, directors have 
assigned the group addi-
t ional responsibilit ies 
involving Lake Clementia, 
water-use auditing and 
Urban Water Management 
Plan development.

Progress Report on 
Water Vision Efforts

Shewchuk opened the 
discussion with a pre-
sentation reviewing the 
group’s progress on its 
assignments.

He estimated the group’s 
groundwater work is about 
30% complete. Members 
have evaluated potential 
well sites and concluded 
that the most promis-
ing locations are not near 
existing district infrastruc-
ture, making transmission 
costs a significant factor in 
future development.

Shewchuk said the group 
continues to support a 
2025 Dunn Engineering 
proposal to conduct geo-
physical testing to locate 
groundwater closer to dis-
trict facilities. The board 
rejected that proposal on a 
3-2 vote in April.

He sa id  ques t ions 
involving groundwater 
banking, the number of 
wells needed, funding 
sources and negotiations 

with landowners remain 
unresolved. 

“We don’t have a well 
strategy yet,” Shewchuk 
said.

Shewchuk suggested 
the district may ulti-
mately need about 1,500 
acre-feet of annual ground-
water production, although 
he emphasized that fig-
ure represents his personal 
opinion rather than a 
board-approved target.

Lake Clementia 
under Review

Shewchuk estimated 
the group’s work involv-
ing Lake Clementia is only 
about 10% complete.

He said members are 
exploring whether the lake 
could serve as an emer-
gency drinking water 
source while preserving 
recreational uses but are 
waiting to talk to the dis-
trict’s new water attorney.

According to Shewchuk, 
representatives from state 
water agencies indicated 
that if Rancho Murieta 
faced a severe drought 
emergency and needed to 
use Lake Clementia before 
all permits were in place, 
regulators would likely 
“look the other way.”

“They said, ‘Don’t quote 
me on it,’” Shewchuk told 
the committee. “So I’m not 
quoting anybody.”

Water Audit 
Challenges 

Assumptions
A n o t h e r  m a j o r 

assignment involves a dis-
trictwide water-use audit 
and preparation for a future 
Urban Water Management 
Plan.

Shewchuk said prelimi-
nary results show that older 
neighborhoods are the dis-
trict’s heaviest water users 
while newer homes con-
sume substantially less 

water.
“All the new homes 

are the light water users,” 
Shewchuk said, attributing 
the difference to low-flow 
fixtures, drought-tolerant 
landscaping requirements 
and restrictions on turf.

He argued that future 
water planning shouldn’t 
a s s u m e  n e w  h o m e s 
will consume water at 
the same rate as older 
neighborhoods. 

“To say that they’re 
going to use as much water 
as the houses in the fair-
ways that have these huge 
lawns is just wrong,” 
Shewchuk said.

Shewchuk said the audit 
has uncovered discrepan-
cies involving connection 
counts, equivalent dwell-
ing units and billing 
records that still need to 
be resolved. He suggested 
that the audit be com-
pleted before the district 
makes major decisions on 
future water storage needs, 
including the size of a pro-
posed third water tank.

He also said resolving 
discrepancies in connec-
tion counts is important 
so the district will know 
when it has reached the 
3,000-service-connec-
tion threshold that requires 
preparation of an Urban 
Water Management Plan.

Debate over Group’s 
Future Continues
The discussion eventu-

ally returned to the issue 
that sparked the May 27 
board debate.

Gere rei terated his 
belief that the Water 
Vision Working Group 
should operate through the 
Improvements Committee 
rather than as a separate 
working group. 

“ I  th ink  tha t  th is 
should be done as a part 
of the Improvements 

Committee,” Gere said.
Supporters disagreed.
Jenco noted that the 

board created the group 
and subsequently assigned 
it responsibilities beyond 
groundwater well siting.

Shewchuk argued that 
all assignments remain 
unfinished,  including 
groundwater planning, 
Lake Clementia evaluation, 
water-use auditing and 
Urban Water Management 
Plan preparation.

Pearson defended the 
group’s continued exis-
tence, arguing that it 
provides expertise the dis-
trict otherwise might have 
to purchase from consul-
tants and allows members 
to work between monthly 
committee meetings. 

“Except for Travis, I 
know more about how the 
infrastructure works in this 
community than anybody,” 
Pearson said.

Shewchuk challenged 
the idea that the same work 
could be accomplished 
solely through monthly 
committee meetings. 

“Do you want to do 
that in monthly committee 
meetings, or do you want 
to do that in a work group 
where you can actually 
meet and make progress?” 
he asked.

Gere reiterated his posi-
tion that the work should 
be carried out through the 
Improvements Committee.

“I disagree,” Shewchuk 
replied.

During public com-
ment, developer Bob Keil 
strongly opposed fold-
ing the group into the 
Improvements Committee. 
He argued that the Water 
Vision Working Group 
was created specifically 
because complex water 
issues could not be effec-
tively addressed during 
m o n t h l y  c o m m i t t e e 

meetings and questioned 
why the district would dis-
band a volunteer group that 
was making progress on its 
assignments.

No action was taken 
regarding the group’s 
future.

Matrix Intended 
to Organize Water 

Projects
Committee members 

also reviewed a draft 
matrix prepared by Interim 
Board Secretary Dyanne 
Fleet at Wilder’s direction.

The matrix was devel-
oped in response to a May 
27 board directive seek-
ing a clearer picture of 
the district’s water-related 
projects and who is respon-
sible for each task.

Fleet said the effort 
began after Gere suggested 
using artificial intelli-
gence as a research tool. 
She combined AI-assisted 
research with reviews of 
board meeting transcripts, 
staff reports and other his-
torical records.

Fleet said the initial 
effort produced roughly 30 
pages of material, which 
she condensed into the 
five-page summary pre-
sented to the committee. 

“It took me a week,” 
Fleet said.

Jenco said the matrix 
needs to be simplified 
before it becomes a prac-
tical management tool. 
He suggested members of 
the Water Vision Working 
Group review the draft 
because of their familiarity 
with many of the projects.

The committee agreed 
that the matrix would 
return to the Improvements 
Committee next month for 
further refinement before 
going to the board.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Water Vision Group Explains Role at CSD Improvements Meeting
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Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club welcomed 
129 attendees to its May 
27 luncheon at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club, 
drawing the organiza-
tion’s largest crowd since 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
outside of its annual fash-
ion show. Members were 
treated to music, danc-
ing and fellowship as The 
BlowBacks Band per-
formed hits spanning six 
decades.

Community Updates
Women’s Club President 

Bonnie Kirschman wel-
comed attendees and 
thanked members for their 
donations to Wellspring 
Women’s Center during the 
club’s March luncheon.

Responding to an audi-
ence question, Kirschman 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
Sacramento nonprofit 
serves women and chil-
dren in need by providing 
meals, child care and other 
support services. She said 
club members’ donations 
arrived at a particularly 
important time and that 
Wellspring staff mem-
bers were grateful for the 
support.

K i r s c h m a n  a l s o 
announced Kelly Medrano-
Bindel as the club’s new 
historian. Bindel will take 
over responsibility for 
maintaining the organiza-
tion’s historical records 
and operating the club’s 
slideshow presentations.

The president welcomed 

several new members and 
reported that the organiza-
tion has added 23 members 
since the beginning of the 
year.

Kirschman also high-
lighted the success of the 
club’s April blood drive, 
which collected 63 pints 
of blood and one plasma 
donation, and attracted 
three first-time donors. 
She thanked donors, vol-
unteers and the Knights of 
Columbus for helping to 
make the event a success.

Fashion Show 
Preview

Attention then turned to 
the club’s Sept. 23 fashion 
show as organizers Erin 
Bailey and Theresa Ilaga 
presented a playful pre-
view of the event’s Queen 
of Hearts theme inspired 
by “Alice in Wonderland.”

Wearing decorative fas-
cinators adorned with 
playing cards and feath-
ers, the pair exchanged 

humorous lines about dra-
matic fashion, outrageous 
style and a queen with no 
patience for boring outfits 
before inviting members to 
mark their calendars for the 
annual event.

“Don’t be late for a very 
important date,” they con-
cluded together.

Kirschman noted that the 
fashion show is the club’s 
largest event of the year.

Music Gets 
Members  

on Their Feet
Vice President Toni 

Anania then announced 
the club’s upcoming July 
22 “Denim and Diamonds” 
evening event, featur-
ing western-themed attire, 
dancing and entertainment 
by musician Jerry Lopes.

A n a n i a  f o l l o w e d 
by  in t roduc ing  The 
BlowBacks Band, describ-
ing the group as one of 
her and Kirschman’s 
favorite bands. All band 

members live in Amador 
and Calaveras counties.

Lead vocalist Jenni 
Roland quickly estab-
lished the tone for the 
performance.

“We are not a quiet 
band,” Roland joked before 
thanking the Women’s 
Club for the invitation and 
encouraging attendees to 
embrace the music.

“The place you go 
into your head is when 
you’re 15 years old, and 
you dance inside your 
bedroom,” she told the 
audience. “That’s where 
you’re going to go today.”

The band opened with 
“Get Ready” and contin-
ued with a crowd-pleasing 
mix of Motown, clas-
sic rock, swing and dance 
favorites. Songs included 
“Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy,” “Some Kind of 
Wonderful,” “Dancing 
in the Street,” “Polk 
Salad Annie” and Nancy 
Sinatra’s “These Boots Are 

Made for Walkin’.”
Introducing the latter 

song, Roland quipped that 
it was “a classic song for 
pretty much every woman 
that was born between 
1950 and 2023,” drawing 
laughter from the audience.

The music soon had 
members leaving their 
seats and heading to the 
dance floor. Others tapped 
their toes as they sang 
along to familiar favorites. 
Throughout the perfor-
mance, audience members 
showed their appreciation 
by filling the band’s tip 
can and enthusiastically 
applauding the musicians.

After more than an hour 
of music, Roland asked the 
audience if they wanted 
another  encore .  The 
response was an enthusias-
tic yes.

The BlowBacks per-
formed one final number, a 
spirited rendition of “Land 
of 1,000 Dances” that 
incorporated familiar rock 
‘n’ roll favorites and kept 
members in high spirits 
until the final note.

Luncheon Follows 
Performance

Following the con-
cer t ,  members  were 
served a luncheon featur-
ing a spinach salad with 
dried cranberries, man-
darin oranges, toasted 
almonds and goat cheese, 
accompanied by a choice 
of chicken, salmon or 
Portobello mushroom. 
Cheesecake was served for 
dessert.

View more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

BlowBacks Bring Music, Dancing 
to Record Women’s Club Luncheon

Lead vocalist Jenni Roland, center, and members of The BlowBacks Band perform during the 
Rancho Murieta Women’s Club’s “Big Band Music Through the Decades” luncheon on May 27 
at the Rancho Murieta Country Club.

Erin Bailey, left, and Theresa Ilaga preview the Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club’s Sept. 23 fashion show during the May 27 
luncheon. Wearing Queen of Hearts-themed fascinators 
inspired by “Alice in Wonderland,” the pair performed a 
lighthearted skit promoting the event. 

Women’s Club members take to the dance floor as The 
BlowBacks Band performs a mix of Motown, classic rock, 
swing and dance favorites during the May 27 luncheon at the 
Rancho Murieta Country Club. 
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Story and photo 
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - With repairs now 
complete on a failed cul-
vert near the 14th hole 
on  Rancho  Mur ie t a 
Country Club’s north 
course, Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District officials have 
identified four additional 
drainage failures that will 
require another round of 
construction work.

The newly discovered 
problems, discussed during 
the June 10 Improvements 
Commi t t ee  mee t ing , 
include drainage failures 
at four locations at the golf 
course.

The committee also 
reviewed reservoir main-
t e n a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s , 
infrastructure projects and 
equipment purchases.

Separate discussions 
regarding the Water Vision 
Working Group and the 
district’s draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan are cov-
ered in separate stories.

Four Repairs  
to Be Combined

Operations Manager 
Travis Bohannon said the 
district is still determin-
ing whether the damaged 
drainage facilities fall 
within district easements 
or are the responsibility of 
the country club.

F i e l d  S e r v i c e s 
S u p e r v i s o r  C o r y 
Carskaddon said the 

failures were discovered at 
South 1 and North 3, North 
8 and North 17. 

He said three of the 
drainage lines have col-
lapsed, creating sinkholes, 
while a fourth has col-
lapsed and is preventing 
proper drainage.

Carskaddon said the 
North 3 pipe is root-bound 
and carries runoff from the 
De La Cruz area across the 
fairway and into down-
stream drainage basins.

Bohannon said he hopes 
to package all four repairs 
into a single construction 
project if the facilities are 
determined to be district 
responsibilities. 

Bundling the work 
would allow the district 
to hire one contractor and 
avoid multiple mobiliza-
tion costs, he said.

I n t e r i m  G e n e r a l 
Manager Amelia Wilder 
said locating the original 
drainage easements has 
proven difficult because 
many date back about 40 
years. She said she has 
been working on a blan-
ket drainage easement 
covering the golf course 
to simplify future mainte-
nance and repairs.

“In my opinion, drain-
age is drainage,” Wilder 
said, arguing for a stand-
ing arrangement that would 
address district drainage 
facilities wherever they 
cross golf course property.

Director Randy Jenco 
agreed, saying that if the 
facilities are part of the 
district’s drainage system, 
responsibility remains with 

the district regardless of 
where the infrastructure is 
located.

Committee members 
agreed that once staff 
determines responsibil-
ity and obtains bids, the 
bundled repair project 
can proceed directly to 
the Board of Directors for 
consideration.

14th Hole Culvert 
Repair Completed
The discussion came as 

the committee received 
an update on the recently 
completed culvert replace-
ment near the 14th hole 
on the north golf course. 
Bohannon reported that 
the project has been com-
pleted, although the district 
had not yet received final 
billing.

The 14th-hole project 
was cited several times 
during the discussion as 
an example of drainage 
infrastructure crossing golf 
course property.

MEC Culvert 
Project Set for July
The committee also 

received an update on 
the Murieta Equestrian 
Center culvert replacement 
project.

According to a staff 
r e p o r t ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t 
received multiple bids and 
awarded the work to M3 
Construction. Construction 
is scheduled to begin on 
July 1 and is expected to be 
completed by July 31.

Lake Harvesting 
Contract 

Recommended
Committee members 

supported forwarding a 
three-year aquatic harvest-
ing agreement to the board 
for approval.

The district annually 
harvests aquatic vegeta-
tion in Lakes Chesbro and 
Clementia to help maintain 
water quality and manage 
plant growth.

 The contractor has 
offered to hold the price 
at $15,000 per year for 
the duration of the three-
year agreement. Staff said 
locking in the current rate 
would provide cost cer-
tainty and assist with 
long-term budgeting.

Equipment 
Purchases Advance
The committee also 

recommended several pur-
chases for board approval.

Among them was the 
annual renewal of SCADA 
software licenses used at 
the district’s water and 
wastewater  t reatment 

f a c i l i t i e s .  R o c k w e l l 
Automation submitted a 
quote of $12,251.39 for the 
licenses.

Staff also requested 
approval to purchase a 
replacement recycle pump 
for the wastewater treat-
ment plant’s east dissolved 
air flotation unit. Bohannon 
said the existing pump has 
been rebuilt multiple times 
and is nearing the end of 
its useful life. The replace-
ment cost is estimated at 
$9,780.

In addition, the com-
mittee supported a master 
services agreement with 
Veerkamp Construction 
that would allow the 
company to serve as an 
emergency construction 
resource for future district 
projects.

Yellow Bridge 
Repair Cost 

Finalized
Bohannon repor ted 

that the emergency sewer 

main repair completed 
near the Yellow Bridge 
has been fully closed out. 
All invoices have been 
received, bringing the total 
project cost to approxi-
mately $107,000.

Watershed Survey 
Update 

The committee also 
reviewed a proposal to 
update the district’s water-
shed sanitary survey, which 
is required by the State of 
California every five years.

Staff received two bids 
and recommended hiring 
Verdantas Engineering for 
$37,990. The update must 
be completed by December 
2026. The committee 
agreed to forward the rec-
ommendation to the board 
for final approval.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

CSD Improvements 
Discusses New 

Culvert Failures

Utilities Supervisor Corey Carskaddon discusses one of four newly identified drainage 
failures on the Rancho Murieta Country Club golf course during the June 10 Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District Improvements Committee meeting. 

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter 

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Nearly two months 
after the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Board directed res-
ident Jim Farrell to meet 
with water consultant 
Lisa Maddaus to review 
differences between the 
district’s draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan and the 
IWMP Working Group’s 
findings, Farrell reported 
that the effort is under-
way but remains a work in 
progress.

Farrell, author of a 
2025 report reviewing the 
draft IWMP, delivered 
his update at the June 10 
Improvements Committee 
meeting.

The  commi t t ee  i s 
chaired by Director Bill 
Gere and includes Director 
Randy Jenco, Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder, Interim Operations 
Manager Travis Bohannon 
and other staff .  The 
committee reviews infra-
structure, engineering and 
water-related issues before 
forwarding recommenda-
tions to the board.

The draft Integrated 
Water Master Plan is a 
long-range planning docu-
ment that projects Rancho 
Murieta’s water supplies 
and demands over the next 
20 years and evaluates how 
the community would fare 
under various development 
and drought scenarios. 
Delivered in October 2024, 
the draft plan concluded 
the community would have 
sufficient water under most 
circumstances but would 
face shortages during an 
extreme drought. The 
working group and oth-
ers questioned some of the 
assumptions that led to the 

conclusion.

First Public Update
Although the work-

ing group delivered its 
IWMP report in August 
2025, the board didn’t 
formally follow up on it 
until April 15. The discus-
sion followed an April 7 
Improvements Committee 
meeting, in which Jenco 
said that consultant Lisa 
Maddaus should com-
plete the IWMP, but Gere 
said he wanted to bring her 
back to answer outstanding 
questions.

At the April 15 board 
meeting, President John 
Merchant said he could 
support having Maddaus 
meet with Farrell to help 
reconci le  di fferences 
between the consultant’s 
draft and the findings of 
the IWMP work group. 
Following some discus-
sion, the board voted 3-2 to 
begin the discussions.

Speaking at the June 
Improvements Committee, 
Farell reported that he and 

Maddaus have met twice 
and exchanged numerous 
emails and text messages 
since the board assigned 
him the task. The first 
meeting focused on defin-
ing the assignment and 
determining how to pro-
duce something useful 
for the district. A second 
meeting on May 20 exam-
ined concerns raised by the 
Working Group.

“The way this is framed 
is that we want her opin-
ion,” he said. “She’s the 
expert. She is the engineer. 
She’s the one who has 30 
years of experience.”

F a r r e l l  s a i d  t h e y 
focused primarily on the 
water-balance section of 
the 317-page draft IWMP, 
the portion prepared by 
Maddaus. However, she 
told him she would have 
to check with Adkins to 
get answers to some of his 
questions

Farrell said Maddaus 
developed a “very impres-
sive” and “very elaborate” 

water-balance model , 
which generates charts 
showing how different 
assumptions and different 
scenarios affect projected 
water supplies.

Farrell said the model 
should be updated with 
new information, including 
approximately 300 enti-
tled units, the removal of 
136 lots from the proposed 
Rancho North project, and 
an updated assessment of 
Lake Clementia’s capacity.

“She needs to build that 
into it so we have some 
good numbers,” he said. 
“... ‘How short are we?’ 
Give us a number."

Farrell cautioned that 
progress has been slower 
than expected because 
Maddaus and her firm are 
currently assisting multi-
ple agencies with Urban 
Water Management Plans 
and other water-planning 
projects. He also said the 
district may need to autho-
rize more than $5,000 to 
compensate Maddaus for 
the time required to answer 
his questions.

During audience com-
ments, Rancho Murieta 
Properties Project Manager 
Jeff Pearson asked what the 
final deliverable would be 
once Farrell completed his 
work.

“Are we still going 
to end up with a draft 
IWMP?” Pearson asked. 
“Where does this get us?”

Pearson,  who a lso 
serves on the Water Vision 
Working Group, and Jenco 
both expressed support for 
using the information to 
complete the IWMP.

“We need an engineer 
to stand behind us,” Jenco 
said. “Otherwise, we open 
ourselves to all kinds of 
legal problems.”

Jenco added that the 
district also needs an engi-
neering analysis, stamped 
by a licensed engineer, 

identifying how much 
water is needed before pro-
ceeding with production 
wells.

Farrell said the district 
does not currently need 
an IWMP. However, state 
law will require an Urban 
Water Management Plan 
once the district reaches 
3,000 water connections.

Farrell said that if agree-
ment can be reached on 
the data and underly-
ing assumptions, he could 
envision Maddaus using 
the updated information to 
“edit the draft into a final 
form.”

Ultimately, however, 
Farrell said that decision 
rests with the board.

Wilder ended the dis-
cussion by asking for 
direction. Gere told her 
to bring Farrell back for 
another update at the July 1 
Improvements Committee 
meeting.

Background
The current effort stems 

from a dispute over the 
IWMP that has remained 
unresolved for more than 
a  year.

The district received a 
317-page draft IWMP pre-
pared by Maddaus Water 
Management and Adkins 
Engineering in October 
2024. The study concluded 
Rancho Murieta would 
have sufficient water under 
most circumstances, but 
it would face shortages 
during an extreme drought.

Progress on the plan 
stalled in January 2025, 
when then-Operations 
Director Eric Houston 
advised the district not 
to finalize the IWMP and 
instead to focus on pre-
paring an Urban Water 
Management Plan.

At the board’s March 19, 
2025, meeting, Merchant 
made the motion to create 
a working group consisting 

of himself as the chair, 
Farrell, longtime commu-
nity advocate Janis Eckard 
and Houston to review 
the draft IWMP. Farrell 
authored the group’s 
report, which was pre-
sented to the board on Aug. 
20, 2025.

While the working group 
generally accepted the draft 
plan’s demand projections, 
it challenged assumptions 
involving Lake Clementia, 
recycled water and other 
future water supplies. The 
report concluded the dis-
trict needed additional 
water sources and recom-
mended further analysis 
before relying on the draft 
IWMP for  long-term 
planning.

The following day, Aug. 
21, 2025, Houston signed a 
cancellation of the district’s 
contract with Maddaus 
Water Management and 
Adkins Engineering. The 
action later became a 
point of controversy when 
some directors questioned 
whether the cancellation 
should have been brought 
before the board.

During the following 
months, the board debated 
whether to complete the 
draft IWMP, leave it unfin-
ished or shift its focus to an 
Urban Water Management 
Plan. Funding for an 
Urban Water Management 
Plan was later included 
in the 2026-27 Capital 
Improvement Project list 
as a placeholder should 
the board decide to move 
forward.

Then, on April 15, direc-
tors voted 3-2 to direct 
Farrell  to meet with 
Maddaus and report back 
on areas of agreement and 
disagreement related to the 
draft IWMP.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Integrated Water Master Plan Issues Discussed at CSD Meeting

Resident Jim Farrell, author of a report reviewing the 
draft Integrated Water Master Plan, discusses his ongoing 
meetings with IWMP consultant Lisa Maddaus during the 
Rancho Murieta Community Services District Improvements 
Committee meeting on June 10. 
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questions were emailed to district officials 
on Sunday, June 21, seeking details about 
the incident. A response was not received 
before publication.

Among the questions posed were what 
manganese level triggered the advisory, 
where the sample was collected, whether 
the result came from laboratory test-
ing or in-house monitoring, what caused 
the apparent spike, and what test result 
allowed the district to lift the warning less 
than a day later.

The district has indicated that additional 
information will be released on Monday, 
June 22. Once that information becomes 
available, the River Valley Times will post 
an updated story online at rivervalley-
times.com.

Board Discussion Preceded Alert
The advisory came shortly after Interim 

Director of Operations Travis Bohannon 
discussed new state manganese report-
ing requirements during the June 17 board 
meeting.

Bohannon told directors that the State 
Water Resources Control Board had 
recently issued new manganese reporting 
requirements that took effect June 1. He 

said the district already conducts manga-
nese testing monthly, exceeding the state’s 
quarterly reporting requirement, and indi-
cated the district’s treated water remained 
within applicable guidelines.

Bohannon explained that manganese 
occurs naturally in Rancho Murieta’s res-
ervoirs during the summer.

What Is Manganese?
Manganese is a naturally occurring 

mineral commonly found in both surface 
water and groundwater. According to the 
California State Water Resources Control 
Board, manganese is an essential nutri-
ent, but elevated concentrations can pose 
health concerns, particularly for formu-
la-fed infants and young children, who 
absorb and retain manganese more read-
ily than adults.

On June 2, the state’s Division of 
Drinking Water revised health-based noti-
fication and response levels for manganese 
after reviewing scientific studies that 
found potential developmental and neuro-
logical impacts from prolonged exposure 
to elevated manganese levels, especially in 
formula-fed infants.

State officials describe manganese as 
both an aesthetic and a health issue. At 

lower concentrations, it can cause discol-
ored water, staining of plumbing fixtures 
and laundry, and sediment buildup. At 
higher concentrations, prolonged expo-
sure may pose health risks to sensitive 
populations.

The district has not yet disclosed the 
manganese concentration that triggered 
the June 19 advisory, making it impossi-
ble to determine whether the exceedance 
involved California’s secondary drinking 
water standard, a health-based notification 
level or another threshold.

Familiar Challenge 
 for Rancho Murieta

Manganese has been a recurring issue 
for Rancho Murieta’s water system.

In 2019, the district experienced a sig-
nificant yellow-water event that generated 
approximately 80 customer complaints. 
District documents from that period iden-
tified dissolved manganese as the cause of 
the discoloration.

At the time, district officials reported 
that Water Treatment Plant No. 2 was 
successfully removing manganese from 
the water supply, while Water Treatment 
Plant No. 1 was temporarily taken 
offline because it was unable to reduce 

manganese concentrations to acceptable 
levels. 

District reports indicated that manga-
nese levels tend to increase during warmer 
weather, requiring treatment adjustments 
and additional monitoring.

The district eventually resolved the 
2019 incident through operational 
changes, treatment modifications and 
extensive flushing of the water distribu-
tion system.

Awaiting Answers
For now, residents know only that man-

ganese levels rose high enough Friday 
evening to prompt a bottled-water recom-
mendation for infants and babies and that 
subsequent testing allowed the district to 
lift the advisory Saturday morning.

What remains unclear is whether the 
elevated manganese level was detected in 
raw water, treated water or the distribution 
system; whether the result represented a 
short-term spike or a broader treatment 
issue; and whether the recently revised 
state manganese notification requirements 
played any role in triggering the advisory.

The district has promised a detailed 
explanation on Monday, June 22. Until 
then, many of the key questions surround-
ing the brief advisory remain unanswered.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

Manganese Alert Lifted; Questions Remain
Continued from page 1

CSD Approves Budget, Rate Increases
Continued from page 1

Salaries and benefits account for $5.74 million, or 46%, of Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District's $12.35 million operating budget for 2026-27. Other major expenses include 
Cal-Waste sub-hauler costs ($1.64 million), repairs and maintenance ($1.12 million), chemicals 
and materials ($937,000), and utilities ($884,000). Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District

Resident Ed Hamzawi protests the CSD rate increase, saying 
that Rancho Murieta residents will pay as much as three times 
more for water and sewer than anyone else in the county. 
Photo by Gail Bullen 

Steve Booth, a former board president, argues that the sole 
purpose of the Water Vision Working Group is to find water for 
development. Photo by Gail Bullen

Resident Questions 
Rate Increases

Resident Ed Hamzawi 
said he was surprised more 
residents had not formally 
objected to the increases. 

“I expected a larger out-
cry from the community 
than what you got,” he 
said.

Hamzawi, who said he 
spent much of his career 
working for a public util-
ity, presented comparisons 
showing Rancho Murieta 
customers already pay sub-
stantially more for water 
and wastewater service 
than customers served by 
other Sacramento-area 
providers. 

“I don’t know of any 
utility in the Sacramento 
area that charges rates as 
high as Rancho Murieta,” 
he said.

While  acknowledg -
ing that the district faces 
legitimate infrastructure 
and operational needs and 
has reported developing a 
new budget to make up for 
inadequate rate increases 
over  t ime,  he ques-
tioned whether such large 
increases should be imple-
mented all at once.

“These are very signifi-
cant increases,” Hamzawi 
said, suggesting the dis-
trict consider phasing them 
in over a longer period 
and seek other funding 
opportunities.

Finance Director Cecilia 
Min said the district plans 
to conduct a comprehen-
sive rate study during the 
coming year and that com-
pleting long-delayed audits 
should improve its abil-
ity to pursue grants and 
other outside funding 
opportunities.

She also noted that 
many utilities throughout 
California have adopted 
significant rate increases 
in recent years due to ris-
ing costs,  regulatory 
requirements and aging 
infrastructure.

Following the dis-
c u s s i o n ,  t h e  b o a r d 
unanimously approved the 
ordinance increasing water, 
sewer and solid waste ser-
vice charges, as well as 
storm drainage and secu-
rity assessments.

During director com-
ments, Butler thanked 
residents for their patience 
and support during the dif-
ficult budget process.

“I want to thank the 
community for your sup-
port, your understanding 
and your acceptance of 
this difficult situation, and 
the need for such dramatic 
increases,” Butler said. 
“It’s not easy.”

Butler also thanked Min 

for her work preparing the 
budget and praised dis-
trict staff for their efforts 
to educate residents about 
the district’s financial chal-
lenges and budget process.

Capital 
Improvement Plan 
Draws Questions
While Hamzawi focused 

on the impact of the rate 
increases, other speakers 
questioned the district’s 
capital spending priorities 
and the absence of funding 
for several water-supply 
projects.

Bob Keil, developer of 
the Residences of Murieta 
Hills subdivision, ques-
t ioned why the CIP 
includes $500,000 for an 
Urban Water Management 
Plan while allocating no 
funding for preliminary 
engineering for a third 
emergency water stor-
age tank, groundwater test 
wells or Lake Clementia 
permitting efforts.

Keil said his research 
indicated Urban Water 
Management Plans typi-
cally cost substantially less 
than budgeted.

Jenco said the $500,000 
figure was based on a 
2025 estimate from Water 
Systems Consulting. The 
district remains below 
the state’s 3,000 service 
connections threshold 
that triggers the Urban 
Water Management Plan 
requirement.

Min responded that the 
board did not ask her to 
include funding for third-
tank design work or other 
water augmentation proj-
ects in the CIP. She added 
that the CIP and budget 
can be amended later if the 
board decides to move for-
ward with those projects.

Jeff Pearson of Rancho 
Murieta Properties echoed 
Keil’s concerns and argued 

that the district continues 
to spend money studying 
water issues while failing 
to advance projects that 
could increase available 
supplies.

Pearson noted that more 
than $2.7 million remains 
in a district fund dedicated 
to future water projects and 
questioned why none of 
that money was earmarked 
for additional well work or 
other water augmentation 
efforts.

Water Vision 
Working Group 

Debate Continues
The  Wate r  Vi s ion 

Working Group has been 
the subject of growing 
debate in recent months, 
with directors and group 
members debating its role 
and future during discus-
sions at the May 27 board 
meeting and the June 10 
Improvements Committee 
meeting.

Former CSD Board 
President Steve Booth crit-
icized the working group 
in unusually blunt terms, 
arguing that its primary 
purpose is to support future 
development. 

“The developer slant 
of that group is obvious,” 
Booth said. “Any claim 
to the contrary is simply 
incredulous.”

Boo th  spec i f i ca l l y 
cited the participation of 
Director Randy Jenco, 
Water Vision Working 
Group member  Tom 
Shewchuk and Rancho 
Murieta Properties rep-
resentative Jeff Pearson, 
contending the group’s 
efforts are focused on 
securing additional water 
supplies for future growth.

“Let’s just call it what 
it is,” Booth said. “It’s a 
group attempting to find 
more water to support 
more development.”

Shewchuk  re jec ted 
Booth’s characterization 
and instead asked Butler 
and Merchant to publicly 
discuss the group’s char-
ter and accomplishments 
following recent reviews 
at  the Improvements 
Committee.

Butler declined, saying 
public comments were not 
the appropriate forum for 
that discussion.

Director Bill Gere has 
suggested folding the 
group’s work into the 
Improvements Committee, 
while its members argue 
the working group has 
helped move complex 
water issues forward more 
quickly.

Pearson defended the 
group’s efforts and argued 
the district has spent 
decades acknowledging the 
need for additional water 
supplies without making 
meaningful progress. 

“For more than three 
decades, this district has 
been specifically obligated 
to increase the raw water 
supply available for build-
out and the community,” 
Pearson said.

Citing agreements dating 
back to 1986, Pearson said 
the district has repeatedly 
committed to finding addi-
tional water supplies and 
developing a second water 
source.

He said agreements in 
1986, 1991, 1995, 2012 
and 2016 all contemplated 
additional water supplies, 
yet “the net result of this 
vitally important raw water 
available to the community 
is zero.”

Pearson said that history 
is one reason he supports 
the Water Vision Working 
Group’s efforts to explore 
groundwater development, 
Lake Clementia permitting 
and other options.

He expressed frustration 

that discussions continue 
to focus on obstacles rather 
than solutions. 

“All we hear is what we 
can’t do,” Pearson said.

Pearson said he does not 
intend to drop the issue. 

“I’m not going away,” 
he told the board. “Every 
chance I get, I’m going to 
show you how we can do 
this versus why we can’t.”

Other Business
In other business, the 

board approved a contract 
for the required update 
to the Cosumnes River 
Watershed Sanitary Survey.

I n t e r i m  G e n e r a l 
Manager Amelia Wilder 
reported that four board 
seats will be up for election 
in November and encour-
aged interested residents 
to consider running. She 
also said interviews for the 
district’s permanent gen-
eral manager position are 
expected to begin in July, 
with hopes of filling the 
position later this summer.

Operations Director 
Travis Bohannon reported 
that the district completed 

its annual diversion sea-
son from the Cosumnes 
River on May 31, leaving 
the Clementia, Chesbro 
and Calero Reservoirs full 
heading into summer.

Bohannon also reported 
that the district’s 2025 
Consumer Confidence 
Report has been completed 
and posted online, noting 
there were no major drink-
ing water violations during 
the year.

In addition, he said the 
State Water Resources 
Control Board recently 
adopted new maximum 
contaminant levels for 
manganese, a naturally 
occurring mineral that 
can accumulate in Rancho 
Murieta reservoirs during 
the  summer months . 
Bohannon said the district 
remains within the new 
standards and already tests 
for manganese monthly, 
but will now be required to 
report treated-water man-
ganese levels quarterly.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H
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Story and photo  
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Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - A myriad of topics 
were discussed during the 
June 16 Rancho Murieta 
Association Board meet-
ing, including the future of 
security services in Rancho 
Murieta, Fourth of July 
plans, a proposed stand-up 
motorized scooter rule, a 
ramp for the North Gazebo 
and a new volleyball court 
at Clementia Park.

The  mee t ing  a l so 
included public com-
ments from resident Tom 
Shewchuk, who ques-
tioned whether recent 
board actions have reduced 
opportunities for com-
munity involvement. His 
comments touched on 
changes to public-comment 
procedures, elimination 
of the Communications 
Committee and public 
access to board meeting 
packets.

That issue will  be 
explored in a separate 
River Valley Times story.

Security Discussions 
Continue

Although the reacti-
vated Security Ad Hoc 
Committee did not meet, 
Chairman Chris Childs 
prov ided  an  upda te 
on a June 11 meeting 
with Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District officials to dis-
cuss the future of security 
services.

Participants included 
Childs, RMA President 
Patrick O’Hern, RMA 
General Manager Vicky 
Lentz, CSD President John 
Merchant and Interim CSD 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder.

Childs said his primary 
question was what role 
CSD envisions for secu-
rity if the association were 
to assume responsibil-
ity for services inside the 
gates. According to Childs, 
Merchant said the district 
would prefer to focus on 
providing water and sewer 
services and eventually 
leave the security business 
entirely, both inside and 
outside the gates.

C h i l d s  a l s o  s a i d 
Merchant indicated he 
does not believe the dis-
trict wants to continue 
collecting Measure J secu-
rity assessments inside the 
gates or south of Highway 
16, although Merchant 
emphasized that he rep-
resents only one vote on 
the five-member board.

Saying it was important 
for residents to understand 
the views expressed at the 
meeting, Childs said the 
committee will continue 
researching alternatives 
and plans to present multi-
ple options to the board.

“I informed CSD that 
the last option would be 
to do nothing, to leave this 
as a security function for 
CSD,” he said.

Childs said district 

officials confirmed that 
security services were 
included in the 2026-27 
budget and are expected 
to continue through the 
upcoming fiscal year. 
He added that commit-
tee members are preparing 
to “dig in even deeper” 
on the issue than they did 
during earlier discussions 
about the future of security 
services.

Fourth of July Plans
Recreation Committee 

Chairman John Haviland 
reviewed plans for the 
community’s Fourth of 
July celebration, includ-
ing the annual Kiwanis 
pancake breakfast, fun 
run, parade, music and 
fireworks. 

Haviland urged residents 
to obtain visitor passes in 
advance to reduce delays 
at the gates and announced 
that confetti cannons will 
not be permitted in this 
year’s parade after cleanup 
crews spent months remov-
ing confetti from last 
year’s event.

To mark the nation’s 
250th anniversary, the fire-
works show will feature a 
special opening sequence, 
and a patriotic display 

with Betsy Ross flags and 
a large American flag will 
be installed along Laguna 
Joaquin across from the 
RMA building.

Haviland reported that 
the Summerfest commit-
tee is planning a new July 
3 event at Stonehouse 
Park as part of the com-
munity’s celebration of the 
nation’s 250th anniversary. 
The event, scheduled from 
4 to 11 p.m., will feature 
bounce houses, DJs, food 
trucks, wine and dancing, 
along with other enter-
tainment for residents and 
visitors.

Scooter Rule 
Delayed

The board continued 
discussing a proposed 
rule governing stand-up 
motorized scooters within 
Rancho Murieta.

Director Scott Adams 
said the proposal had been 
circulated to residents 
for review and generated 
eight responses. Four sup-
ported the rule as written, 
two comments were unre-
lated to the proposal, and 
two questioned the age 
restrictions.

Adams recommended 
removing a section that 
would have established 
enhanced fines for egre-
gious violations. He said 
the provision had been 
modeled after e-bike rules 
adopted after problems 
with dangerous riding 
behavior but that similar 
issues have not developed 
with stand-up scooters.

Adams also asked the 
board to discuss whether 
opera tors  should  be 
required to possess a driv-
er’s license or instruction 
permit and whether helmet 
use should be mandatory 
for all riders.

Adams said he favors 
a helmet requirement but 
wants additional research 
on age-related restrictions 
before the board adopts the 
rule.

The board voted to 
remove the proposed fine 
schedule and continue dis-
cussion of the remaining 
issues at its July meeting.

Gazebo Ramp 
Requested

During public com-
ments, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post member Dave 
Walters asked the board to 
install an accessible ramp 
at the North Gazebo, where 
veterans’ events are held 
throughout the year.

“We’re carrying quite 
a few vets up the stairs,” 
Walters told the board. 
“It’s time to actually put a 
ramp up there.”

Later in the meeting, 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Troy Schaffner presented 
a conceptual plan for a 
permanent concrete-and-
steel ramp with handrails. 
He said the project would 
likely cost less than $2,000 
because maintenance staff 
could perform most of the 
work in-house. He said the 
Maintenance Committee 
supported the project,

However, because it was 
not specifically listed as a 
board action item on the 
agenda, directors agreed to 
place formal consideration 
of the ramp and a request 
for a VFW plaque on the 
July agenda.

Volleyball Court 
Approved

The board approved the 
installation of a grass vol-
leyball court at Clementia 
Park.

The proposed court will 
use removable posts and 

painted boundary lines so 
that the area can continue 
to serve other commu-
nity purposes. Materials 
are expected to cost about 
$500 and will be funded 
through the maintenance 
department budget.

Resident Tom Shewchuk 
offered to connect staff 
with former collegiate vol-
leyball players living in 
the community who could 
provide advice on court 
dimensions and setup.

Other Business
General Manager Vicky 

Lentz reported that repairs 
to the North Gate con-
tinue following the May 17 
crash, which severely dam-
aged the entrance structure.

She said the associa-
tion is continuing to work 
with its insurance carrier 
and that an engineer was 
scheduled to inspect the 
site on June 17. Repair pro-
posals are expected shortly 
afterward.

Architectural Review 
Commit tee  Chairman 
Ernie Cowles reported that 
staff approved 19 archi-
tectural projects in May, 
bringing the total approved 
in 2026 to 101.

Compliance Committee 
Chairman Tom Reimers 
reported that the commit-
tee reviewed 15 appeals 
during its June meeting 
and continues to discuss 
the relocation of motorcy-
cle parking near the North 
Gate. He also reported that 
the Community Services 
District issued 20 cita-
tions in March, while RMA 
issued 193.

The board’s next regular 
meeting is scheduled for 
July 21.

 This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

RMA Board Reviews Security, Scooter Rule, July 4 Plans

Director Chris Childs updates fellow Rancho Murieta 
Association directors on June 16 about discussions with 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services District on the 
possibility of the association taking over security services 
inside the gates.

Resident Raises Concerns About Transparency,  
Community Involvement at RMA Board Meeting

Story and photo 
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Questions about 
transparency, commu-
nication and member 
participation surfaced 
during public comment 
at the June 16 Rancho 
Murieta Association Board 
meeting, where resident 
Tom Shewchuk said sev-
eral recent board actions 
have created a perception 
that community involve-
ment is becoming less 
important in association 
governance.

Speaking during the 
meeting’s public comment 
period, Shewchuk said a 
series of recent decisions 
has reduced opportunities 
for members to participate 
in board discussions and 
stay informed about issues 
before the board.

“It seems over the course 
of the last, call it four to 
six to eight months, that 
this board has been mak-
ing decisions or policies or 
changes that are reducing 
the amount of community 
involvement and interest in 
attending the board meet-
ing,” Shewchuk said.

He pointed to three 
examples: the elimination 
of the Communications 
Committee, a change in 
public-comment proce-
dures that no longer allows 
residents to speak on 
agenda items during board 
discussion, and difficulties 
obtaining information con-
tained in board meeting 
packets.

Shewchuk noted that 
only a handful of peo-
ple were present in the 
audience and suggested 
decl in ing  a t tendance 
may ref lect  growing 

disengagement among 
members.

“The perception that one 
might get is that this board 
is happy working with the 
board and staff without 
community input and com-
munity involvement,” he 
said. “Call it just a percep-
tion based on decisions that 
have been made.”

Access to Board 
Packets

The third issue raised by 
Shewchuk involved access 
to board meeting packets.

During public com-
ments at the May 19 board 
meeting, the River Valley 
Times reported that it had 
requested a copy of the 
member packet but did 
not receive one. Resident 
Jim Moore also told the 
newspaper before the 
meeting that he had unsuc-
cessfully requested a 
member packet.

Shewchuk told the board 
on June 16 that without 
access to packet materials, 
members may have diffi-
culty understanding issues 
before they come before 
directors.

“So, how do members 
even know what’s going to 
be discussed?” Shewchuk 
asked. “And just looking 
at the agenda, it’s hard to 
see.”

Following the June 16 
meeting, the River Valley 
Times learned that a 
member packet had been 
made available in a note-
book at the association 
office and that Shewchuk 
had received a copy after 
requesting it.

Under past association 
practice, residents who 
requested a member packet 
received a redacted ver-
sion of the board packet, 
with information involv-
ing resident privacy – such 

as Compliance Committee 
a n d  A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
Review Committee mat-
ters – removed before 
distribution.

However, in a text mes-
sage exchange with the 
newspaper, Shewchuk said 
the packet he received con-
sisted of only 17 pages, 
while the full board packet 
was 143 pages. He noted 
that supporting materials 
for several agenda items, 
including volleyball court 
design plans and gazebo 
ramp details, were not 
included in the member 
packet he received.

The River Valley Times 
independently confirmed 
that the proposed scooter 
rule discussed by direc-
tors was not included in 
the member packet. The 
agenda referenced sup-
porting material elsewhere 
in the board packet, but 
that material was not part 
of the packet available to 
members.

The newspaper subse-
quently emailed General 
Manager Vicky Lentz on 
June 17, requesting a copy 
of the member packet and 
left a voicemail on June 

18, but did not receive a 
response before press time.

Public Comment Policy
Shewchuk also criti-

cized the board’s decision 
to revise public-comment 
procedures, which it put 
into place in September 
2025.

Under the current for-
mat, residents may speak 
only during a single 
open-forum period at the 
beginning of each meet-
ing. The previous practice 
of allowing comments on 
individual agenda items 
after board discussion and 
before a vote was elimi-
nated. As a result, residents 
must now make their com-
ments before hearing the 
board’s deliberations.

When asked about the 
change after it was imple-
mented, Board President 
Patrick O’Hern said the 
policy was intended to 
keep meetings orderly and 
prevent a small number 
of speakers from monop-
olizing discussions. He 
and Director Scott Adams 
said the association had 
researched the issue and 
believed the revised pro-
cedures complied with 

the Davis-Stirling Act 
governing homeowners 
associations.

At the June 16 meeting, 
Shewchuk argued that the 
change reduced opportuni-
ties for meaningful public 
participation.

As an example, he cited 
the board’s May review 
of conceptual plans for 
the South Gate renovation 
project. 

“It would have been 
great if all that data had 
been out in public, if peo-
ple could have come with 
their inputs at the meet-
ing,” Shewchuk said.

He said he would have 
expressed concerns about 
a proposed water fea-
ture because it could send 
the wrong message while 
Rancho Murieta contin-
ues to discuss long-term 
water-supply challenges.

Question  
About the Process
After the meeting, the 

River Valley Times con-
tacted O’Hern regarding a 
question that had not been 
explored when the pub-
lic-comment policy was 
first reported in January: 
why a longstanding meet-
ing practice affecting 
member part icipat ion 
was changed without a 
public board discussion 
explaining the reasons for 
the change before it was 
implemented.

O’Hern, who was absent 
from the June 16 meeting 
due to a family emergency, 
said he had not yet had an 
opportunity to research the 
issue but indicated he may 
address the issue at a future 
board meeting.

“What I’ll do is I’ll do 
some research on that, and 
I might comment on that 
next meeting,” O’Hern 
said. “I can’t say anything 
right now.”

He added that the board 
does not make such deci-
sions casually and typically 
seeks guidance from legal 
counsel before implement-
ing procedural changes.

“We don’t just do these  
 

things,” O’Hern said. “We 
get input from our legal 
counsel.”

Communications 
Committee

The f inal  example 
cited by Shewchuk was 
the board’s December 
decision to eliminate 
t he  Communica t ions 
Committee following the 
resignation of Director 
Danny Carrillo.

At the time, O’Hern said 
the committee had largely 
fulfilled its original pur-
pose of assisting with the 
transition to Greenfield 
Communications and that 
much of its work was 
being handled by staff. 
Administrative Assistant 
Matt Matisse had assumed 
responsibility for many 
communication functions, 
including e-blasts and writ-
ten materials distributed to 
residents.

During the December 
discussion, Shewchuk 
urged the board not to 
lose what he described as 
a valuable “brain trust” of 
resident volunteers who 
had contributed ideas 
and feedback through the 
committee.

“I attended three or four 
of those meetings, and 
there’s a lot of good input 
from that team,” Shewchuk 
said at the time.

He said he believed the 
group continued to pro-
vide useful input even if its 
role had evolved beyond its 
original charter.

Whether the concerns 
raised by Shewchuk rep-
resent a broader sentiment 
among association mem-
bers remains unclear. 
However, his comments 
highlighted an ongoing 
debate over how much res-
ident participation should 
be incorporated into board 
deliberations and how best 
to keep members informed 
about decisions affecting 
the community.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Resident Tom Shewchuk speaks during the June 16 Rancho 
Murieta Association Board meeting, saying several recent 
board actions have reduced opportunities for community 
involvement and public participation
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Community List had been 
approved pending final 
action by the Board of 
Forestry.

Banducci  sa id  she 
became aware of the pro-
gram after a Rancho 
Murieta homeowner asked 
whether the community 
was included on the state 
list. After researching the 
designation, she learned 
that applications must be 
submitted through a pub-
lic agency with defined 
boundar ies .  Working 
with Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Interim General 
Manager Amelia Wilder, 
Banducci completed the 
application on the district’s 
behalf.

“I did not know that 
existed,” Banducci said.

Banducci told the coun-
cil she expected the Board 
of Forestry to approve 
the designation at its June 
17 meeting. In a June 19 
email to the River Valley 
Times, she confirmed that 
the board approved the 
2026 Fire Risk Reduction 
Community List  and 
that  Rancho Murieta 
was included through 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District. The designation 
becomes effective July 1 
when the state posts the 
updated list.

“It’ll give us more of 
an insurance discount, or 
another box to check for 
those people who have 
trouble with their insur-
ance, just like Firewise 
does for us,” Banducci 
said. “It’s not a huge 

discount, but it’s a little bit, 
so every little bit helps.”

Banducci said the des-
ignation also recognizes 
that “our community is 
engaged, that we’re more 
resilient.”

Summing up the effort, 
she added, “Here we go 
with another feather in our 
cap.”

Banducci  sa id  she 
plans to work with both 
the  Rancho Murie ta 
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District to publicize the 
designation and make doc-
umentation available to 
residents seeking insurance 
discounts.

RMA Main t enance 
Director Troy Schaffner 
thanked Banducci for pur-
suing the designation and 
said the association would 
help publicize it through its 
communication channels.

Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan 

Takes Shape
T h e  c o u n c i l  a l s o 

received an update on 
the development of a 
Communi ty  Wi ldf i re 
Protection Plan, commonly 
known as a CWPP.

The effort is being led by 
Brenna Howell, Fire Safe 
Council coordinator for the 
Sacramento County Office 
of Emergency Services. 
Howell said she has asked 
Banducci to assist in devel-
oping the plan, drawing on 
her experience overseeing 
Rancho Murieta’s recently 
completed Cal Fire Forest 
Health Grant project.

“I’ve just asked Phyllis 

to come on and help me 
with completing the com-
munity wildfire protection 
plans,” Howell said.

Howell said completion 
of the CWPP will require 
a series of public out-
reach meetings before the 
plan can be reviewed and 
approved by Cal Fire. 

“We’re going to try to 
get the CWPP done before 
the end of 2026. That’s a 
goal that we have,” Howell 
said.

Howell described the 
CWPP as one of her top 
priorities because it will 
serve as the Fire Safe 
Council’s roadmap for 
future projects and funding 
opportunities.

Banducci said the plan 
will help identify wild-
fire-preparedness priorities 
before grant opportunities 
arise. 

“If you’re going to get 
grant funding, you have to 
identify all these items. We 
can’t just take a shotgun 
approach,” Banducci said.

She said potential pri-
orit ies could include 
home-hardening projects, 
hazardous tree work, veg-
etation management and 
other wildfire-mitigation 
efforts.

Howell and Banducci 
also reported they are 
working on maps and 
other technical materi-
als required for the plan, 
including a review of the 
Fire Safe Council’s plan-
ning boundaries.

Wildfire Resilience 
Plan Update

Council members also 

discussed Sacramento 
C o u n t y ’ s  W i l d f i r e 
Resilience Plan, an effort 
to improve evacuation 
routes and address infra-
structure vulnerabilities 
along Jackson Highway 
that were exposed by 
recent wildfires and the 
New Year’s flooding of 
2023. Members noted 
that public meetings on 
the project were slated for 
June 24 and 25, and said 
they will continue to fol-
low the study as additional 
analysis is completed.

The Fire Safe Council 
was instrumental in help-
ing secure funding for the 
project and continues to 
advocate for improvements 
that would strengthen 
emergency access and 
evacuation capabilities for 
Rancho Murieta and sur-
rounding communities.

Preparedness Day 
Lessons Learned
C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s 

also reviewed the May 
2 Wildfire Community 
Preparedness Day held in 
the Tractor Supply parking 
lot in Rancho Murieta.

Howell said participat-
ing organizations included 
Cal Fire, Sacramento 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  F i r e 
District, Rancho Murieta 
Association staff, and the 
Fire Safe Council. “We 
had a good support system 
from partnering agencies,” 
Howell said.

She estimated attendance 
at approximately 70 peo-
ple and said organizers had 
hoped to attract a broader 
South County audience.

One lesson learned, 
Howell said, was that 
many Rancho Murieta 
families were attending 
youth sporting events at 
Stonehouse Park the same 
day.

“Everybody was up at 
the ball fields at Stone 
House Park, and we could 
have probably seen a thou-
sand people that day,” she 
said.

As a result, Howell sug-
gested moving the event 
back inside the gates next 
year, where previous pre-
paredness events have 
drawn larger crowds.

Council member Don 
Kurtz, who volunteered 
at the event with his wife 
Genevieve, said they “had 
a very good time” and felt 
the event was “absolutely 
worth the effort.”

Karen Hoberg said the 
Tractor Supply location 
worked well from a logis-
tics standpoint because 
participating organiza-
tions were located close 
together but agreed atten-
dance had been stronger at 
events held inside Rancho 
Murieta.

The council  gener-
ally supported exploring a 
return to an in-community 
location for next year’s 
event.

Cal Fire Grant 
Completed

Banducci reported that 
the $4.5 million Cal Fire 
Forest Health Grant project 
is now officially complete.

“I think I closed it out 
last time, but the Cal Fire 
Forest Health Grant is 
done,” she said. “I sent off 
all my final paperwork in 
March.”

The  g ran t  funded 
fuel-reduction work on 950 

acres of woodlands in and 
around Rancho Murieta to 
reduce wildfire risk and 
improve forest health.

Discussion then turned 
to long-term maintenance 
of areas treated under the 
Cal Fire Grant. While 
Banducci said the fuel-re-
duction work has left the 
community in good shape 
for now, she expects main-
tenance will be needed 
within the next few years 
as vegetation regrows and 
oak trees continue to die 
naturally.

“I definitely think in 
the next couple of years 
we will need some main-
tenance,” Banducci said. 
“We do lose, I say, three 
to five oak trees a year, so 
we just need another year 
or two, and we will have 
maintenance.”

Council members dis-
cussed potential funding 
sources for that future 
work, including water-
shed-related grants and 
ass is tance  programs. 
Banducci said the environ-
mental review completed 
for the original project 
should help streamline 
future maintenance efforts 
within the treated areas.

C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s 
expressed hope tha t 
Rancho Murieta’s new 
Fire  Risk Reduct ion 
Communi ty  des igna-
tion, continued Firewise 
participation and even-
tual completion of the 
Communi ty  Wi ldf i re 
Protect ion Plan wil l 
strengthen the communi-
ty’s ability to compete for 
future wildfire-prepared-
ness funding.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H
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The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
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any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 
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Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs
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Summerfest Plans  
July 3 Celebration

Summerfest will host a com-
munity celebration from 4 to 11 
p.m. July 3 at Stonehouse Park. 
The event will feature a popu-
lar DJ, bounce houses, a bar, line 
dancing and a water balloon con-
test for children at 6 p.m. Food 
will be available from three food 
trucks: Bangin Churro Bros, 
Hefty Gyros and Wildfire Pizza. 

Because of the July 3 event, 
Summerfest has canceled the 
food truck gathering previously 
scheduled for Sunday, July 5 at 
Stonehouse Park.

Kiwanis Sells Tickets for 
Pancake Breakfast July 4

Start your Fourth of July fes-
tivities at the Kiwanis Fourth of 
July Pancake Breakfast from 7 
to 9:30 a.m. July 4 at Stonehouse 
Park. The delicious breakfast 
includes pancakes, (with optional 

blueberries) sausages, eggs, 
juice, water and coffee. 

 Ticket prices are: $6 for adults 
and children 6 and up; children 5 
and under eat free. Ticket prices 
on July 4 are $9 for adults and 
children 6 and up; children 5 and 
under free. Tickets can be pur-
chased online at rmkiwanis.org 
or at the RMA Building during 
regular business hours, cash or 
check only. There are no online 
sales on July 4. 

Fun Run Slated  
for July 4 Celebration
The 46th Annual Fourth of 

July Fun Run is open to all: run-
ners, joggers, dog walkers, and 
stroller pushers are welcome. 
The main course is just under 
three miles, with a shorter option 
available for walkers. 

Erin Bailey of the Murieta 
Health Club is once again spon-
soring the event. The adult race 

begins at 7:30 a.m. at the Gazebo 
on the North. A children’s run for 
ages 10 and under starts at 8:15 
a.m. at the park across from the 
Gazebo. 

For more information, contact 
John McNamee at 916-206-3246.

Women’s Club Plans 
‘Ladies’ Nite Out’

Dust off your boots and don 
your denim and diamonds for 
an evening of country music and 
line dancing when the Rancho 
Murieta Women’s Club presents 
“Ladies’ Nite Out” on July 22. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., with 
entertainment by singer and local 
favorite Jerry Lopes beginning at 
6 p.m. 

A taco bar buffet also is 
planned. The cost is $35 for 
members and nonmembers. 
Reservations are required by July 
10. 

For more information, contact 

Barbara Armstrong at 916-541-
1884 or Laura McAllister at 
805-404-7975.

CSD Announces 
Openings on  

Four Board Seats
Rancho Murieta residents will 

elect four directors to the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services 
District Board in November. 
Residents interested in serving 
their community are encouraged 
to run for office. 

The candidate filing period 
opens July 13 and closes Aug. 7. 

Nomination papers are avail-
able from the Sacramento County 
Voter Registration and Elections 
Office, 7000 65th St., Suite A, 
Sacramento.

 Additional information is 
available from the Sacramento 
County Voter Registration and 
Elections Office website.

RMCC Plans Car  
& Art Show July 25

The Rancho Murieta Country 
Club will host a Car & Art 
Show on July 25 featuring col-
lector vehicles, local artists, live 
music and dining. The event 
begins with no-host cocktails, a 
car show and an art walk on the 
18th Fairway from 3 to 5 p.m. 
A barbecue buffet dinner will 
be served at 6 p.m., followed by 
a performance by the Engine 4 
Band on the Terrace Patio at 7 
p.m. 

The buffet dinner and concert 
package is $30. Concert-only 
admission is $5 for club mem-
bers and $25 for nonmembers. 
Vehicle and artist/crafter entries 
are $10. 

For more information, contact 
club.office@ranchomurietacc.
com or call 916-354-3416. 
Vendors may call 916-354-3421.
� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

M E M O R I A L
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T o n i  w a s  a  r e s i -

dent of Rancho Murieta  
for 31 years.

She is survived by her 
husband, Stephen Mayer, 
son Scott Mayer of Concord, 
CA, daughter Nichole Mayer 
of Roseville Ca, and her 
sister and husband Susan 
and Robert Salutr ic of  
Saratoga Ca.

Toni was 80 years old 
and passed away peace-
fully on May 3, 2026 at the 
Cogir Memory Care facil-
ity in Folsom Ca. She was 
born on January 9,1946 
in Chicago Ill. to parents 
Mildred and Frank Di Santo, 
where she spent her early 
years until in her early 
20’s, she moved to south-
ern California beginning a 
banking career with First 
Interstate Bank until retir-
ing in 1994. In 1985 she 
and Stephen where mar-
ried while living in San Jose, 

Ca., before moving to rural 
Railroad Flat in the historic 
gold country. They were 
both active in their local 
volunteer fire department 
where they both earned 
EMT certifications. Toni 
later got a position as a lab-
oratory assistant at Mark 
Twain hospital. In 1995 they 
moved to Rancho Murieta 

where, Toni was active in 
her new community becom-
ing a charter member of the 
River Valley Garden Club. 
She was active in many 
community activities such 
as book clubs, bunco, and 
pickleball. Toni always loved 
nature. She delighted in 
seeing deer parading behind 
her fenced yard. The wild 
turkeys were always her 
favorite. She loved feeding 
all the backyard birds. She 
was also a docent at the 
Sacramento Zoo. Toni loved 
life and her witty sense of 
humor was enjoyed by all 
that knew her. A Celebration 
of Life will be held for her 
on, June 27 th at 1:00pm, at 
the RM Association Building 
on Murieta Parkway. All are 
invited to attend.

D o n a t i o n ’ s  t o  t h e 
A lzhe imer ’ s  Assoc  in 
Toni ’s name would be  
greatly appreciated.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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Yard Sale?  
Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local  
community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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ve
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lvd

 - 
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rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING
1981 License # 407605

A+ Rating with BBB.
Specialize in Re-Roof, Prompt Repairs,

Low Slope Roof, Seamless Gutter
Installation.

Free Estimates! Open Monday-Saturday 
916-531-2793 Cell
Tile Repairs MAC Industries

DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Advertise in your local community newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Painting

Yard Sale? 
Garage Sale?

Advertise it in 
your local  

community 
newspaper

Call (916) 685-5533

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

Home Improvement

Rain Gutters

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

YYAARRDD  CCLLEEAANNUUPP  &&  
DDEECCOORRAATTIIVVEE  RROOCCKK

Spring one-time cleanup 
pruning. Also bark, 
weed control, sod, 
seed, hauling, etc. 

Mobile homes, 
commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.
916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

Landscaping

Landscaping

l New Roof Installation
l Roof Repairs
l Roof Maintenance
l Roof Leak Repairs
l Roof Moss Removal
l Commercial Roofing  
   Repairs

l Commercial Roof  
   Installations
l Seamless Gutters  
   and Downspouts 
l Lifetime Gutter Guard 
   Screen Installation

916-900-ROOF (7663)

LIC# 1039405 LICENSED, BONDED  
& FULLY INSURED

Trusted Roofing Experts with 
Over 30 Years of Experience  

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today

(916) 428-7000 (916) 685-6917(916) 428-7000
AD PROOF

Issue:
Zone: Pocket/Land Park       Natomas         Elk Grove 

Amount Due: 

ALL SPELLING IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL ADDRESSES ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL COPY IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

OK NO CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement AS-IS and 
approval is given for publishing.

OK PENDING CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED 
and approval is given for publishing of corrected material.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!  
Please check all copy carefully and initial each space.

X
Signature Date

Our Neighborhood Shopper, The Natomas Shopper, and Elk Grove Laguna Shopper  
are not responsible for errors not indicated on this proof sheet.

Approval or Request for Changes 
must be received by  

Please complete the following and return
by fax (916) 685-0271 or call (916) 685-6917

NOTES:

NO

Please Note: This courtesy ad proof is provided at no charge.  Additional changes requiring a second proof may result in an extra charge.

ALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIR
Interior/Exterior Remodel, 
Improvements and Repair
Quality Work Guaranteed

• Bathrooms • Kitchens • Electrical • Plumbing
• Fencing • Fans • Decks • Doors • Windows • Tile
• Baseboards • Sheetrock • Dry Rot • Texture 
• Lighting  • Sprinkler Repair • Framing and More

AFFORDABLERATES!

Give Us a Call We Are 
More Affordable Than All!   

916-287-6164

CSLB#11349817
Insured and Bonded

REFERRALS AVAILABLE

FREE FREE 
EstimatesEstimates

Home Improvement

Landscaping

l ROOF REPAIRS
l DRY ROT
l RAIN BARRELS

l SIDING
l WATER DRAINAGE
l PAINTING

LIC# 410035

Make the last time you cleaned your gutters  
the last time you clean your gutters.

Paul Clark 
916.753.7463 Cell www.pmcgutterman.com 

paulmclark49@gmail.com

Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

June 9
6:38 p.m., During routine patrol of 

Lake Chesbro, patrol observed two indi-
viduals paddleboarding in violation of 
Lake Chesbro body contact regulations. 
Using the patrol vehicle PA system, sub-
jects were directed to return to shore and 
complied without incident. Contact was 
made with guest associated with De La 
Cruz Drive. The resident was not present. 
Citation was issued for Rule IX, Section 
1 (Guest Without Resident) and Rule IX, 
Section 2 (Swimming/Body Contact -Lake 
Chesbro).

June 10
4:31 p.m., patrol responded to a report 

of several juvenile males preparing to 
jump from the Yellow Bridge. Upon 
arrival, approximately eight juveniles 
were observed near the bridge railing. 
Using the patrol vehicle PA system, patrol 
directed the group to move away from the 
edge, and they complied. The group stated 
they were not planning to jump due to 
shallow water conditions. Patrol remained 
on scene until the group dispersed. 

5:45 p.m., Patrol observed a black 
BMW fail to stop at the intersection of 
Pera Drive and Guadalupe Drive in vio-
lation of Rule II, Section 5 (Stop Signs). 
The vehicle committed a second stop sign 
violation at Guadalupe Drive and Puerto 
Drive before parking on Fuente De Paz. 
Citation issued.

June 12
3:16 a.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of a group of individuals walking through 
the neighborhood, creating excessive 

noise and causing a disturbance. Upon 
arrival, patrol contacted a group of four 
subjects who stated they were experienc-
ing issues with another resident in the 
area. Patrol advised the group of the com-
munity curfew regulations and instructed 
them to return home quietly. The subjects 
acknowledged the instruction and departed 
the area.

June 13
12:52 a.m., Patrol observed a gray 

Infiniti parked in the Riverview Park park-
ing lot after operating hours in violation 
of Rule IX, Section 2 (Park Hours). Upon 
contacting the driver and advising them to 
leave the area, the individual responded 
with profanity toward patrol and initially 
refused to comply. The vehicle remained 
in the parking lot for a short period before 
departing.

1:07 a.m., patrol observed a vehicle 
parked at Riverview Park after operat-
ing hours in violation of Rule IX, Section 
2 (Park Hours). Patrol utilized the public 
address system to advise the driver that the 
park was closed. 

The driver responded with profanity 
toward patrol and remained in the park-
ing lot briefly before departing the area. 
Further investigation revealed the vehi-
cle had been granted access by the listed 
resident, who advised the driver was drop-
ping them off. A citation was issued for the 
violation.

June 14
1:38 a.m., Patrol responded to a report 

from a resident at Sobon Lane regarding 
a suspicious white sedan repeatedly cir-
cling the neighborhood. Patrol arrived at 
approximately 1:10 a.m. and conducted 
an area check. During the search, patrol 
observed a white Kia traveling on Murieta 
Drive toward Jackson Highway. Patrol 
recognized the vehicle from earlier in the 

shift when it had been observed parked 
near Lone Pine Hill. 

Upon relaying the vehicle informa-
tion to Dispatch, it was determined that 
the vehicle had been admitted into the 
community as a guest shortly after being 
observed leaving the area.

June 15
1:14 a.m., A resident reported two sub-

jects loitering outside the residence and 
suspected they were preparing to engage 
in nuisance behavior. The complaint was 
related to a similar incident involving the 
same individuals the previous week.

Patrol arrived and observed the subjects 
in the area. While gathering information, 
one subject approached the patrol vehicle 
wearing an elderly-man mask, looked into 
the driver's side window, and fled on foot.

Patrol contacted both subjects and 
directed them to leave the area. The sub-
jects were identified as being associated 
with Fuente De Paz. One subject was a 
juvenile in violation of curfew. Patrol left 
a voicemail for the parents of the involved 
subjects and remained in the area to mon-
itor compliance. The subjects departed 
without further incident.

9:11 a.m., Security Supervisor Arino 
responded to a report of a juvenile, 
approximately six years old, unattended 
at Riverview Park. Upon arrival, the juve-
nile was located at the park bus stop. 
Attempts to identify the child through ver-
bal communication were unsuccessful. 
A community member provided contact 
information for an individual familiar with 
local families. Security Supervisor Arino 
contacted the individual, who identified 
the child as of Leyenda Court. The juve-
nile was safely reunited with his mother.

June 18
8:55 p.m., Patrol received a report 

of a gray, lowered sedan driving reck-
lessly within the  Riverview Project area 

of Murieta South. The vehicle was last 
seen traveling toward Divac Court. Patrol 
responded and located an Infiniti parked 
on Divac Court. Contact was made with 
the driver, who was advised of the com-
plaint and reminded to obey all posted 
speed limits while operating a vehicle 
within the community. 

June 20
11:03 p.m., patrol responded to a report 

of loud music originating from a resi-
dence. Upon arrival, patrol observed a 
large gathering with a DJ and amplified 
music audible from the street.  Patrol con-
tacted the homeowner and advised them of 
the community noise ordinance. The resi-
dent initially stated he would accept any 
resulting citation but ultimately agreed 
to lower the volume and discontinue the 
music.

Patrol observed compliance and 
remained in the area to monitor the situ-
ation. A second complaint was received 
while patrol remained on scene; however, 
the music had already been discontinued. 
Patrol advised dispatch to refer any sub-
sequent complaints to the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Department non-emer-
gency line if the disturbance resumed.

June 21
6:37 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of a black Ford Transit van parked near 
De La Cruz Drive and Via Bernini with 
the driver slumped over and unresponsive. 
Upon arrival, patrol located a Ford Transit 
with the driver asleep inside. Patrol made 
contact and successfully awakened the 
driver. The driver showed no signs of 
impairment and no odor of alcohol was 
detected. The driver stated he had been 
awake since approximately 5 a.m. and 
had pulled over to rest. The driver was 
identified as a vendor providing catering 
services at Domingo Drive. The driver 
departed without incident.� H

SECURITY LOGS
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
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FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Linda Sobon 
Financial Advisor

400 Plaza Dr Suite 205 
Folsom, CA 95630-4744 
916-989-1004

$10,000 $10,000 $10,000

3.43.1
2-year

2.6
1-year6-month
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Linda Sobon
Financial Advisor

2360 East Bidwell St., Suite 102
Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times 
    Facebook: @therivervalleytimes

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!
Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551 

 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!
River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature 
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments 
long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance 
of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the 
present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent 
should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of 
Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the 
sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of 
invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; 
refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent 
to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its 
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun 
with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of 
their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian 
Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered 
only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free 
people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature 
to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, 
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in 
War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to 
the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 
as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other 
Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

Declaration of Independence
P?P
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DINE in 
STYLE

WENESDAY - SATURDAY
12 PM - 9 PM

SUNDAY
12 PM - 8 PM

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
9 AM - 12 AM

FRIDAY - SATURDAY
9 AM - 2 AMSCAN QR

Make Your Dream Home a Reality 
with California Home Loans!

Whether you’re buying your first 
home, refinancing, or considering 
a reverse mortgage, Bruce Boal 
and the team at California Home 
Loans are here to guide you. 

Call today for a free consultation 
and find the perfect mortgage 
solution for you!"

BRUCE BOAL 
LOAN OFFICER ~ 30+ year resident.
DRE #01933355 / NMLS #1070092

916.417.2001
916.794.0375
bruce@cahome.loans
11344 Coloma Rd #300
Gold River, CA 95670

Summerfest July 3 Celebration – 
Sponsored by Summerfest: 

Stonehouse Park 4 to 11 p.m. 
DJ, bounce houses, bar, line dancing, 

water balloon contest for kids at 6 p.m.
Food Trucks: Bangin Churro Bar, Hefty 

Gyros and Wildfire Pizza.
No food trucks on Sunday.
Pancake Breakfast - Sponsored by 

RM Kiwanis Club:
7 to 9:30 a.m. at Stonehouse Park.
Advance tickets $6 (6 years and over), 

$9 at event.
Purchase tickets at rmkiwanis.org or at 

RMA Building
Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, OJ 

and coffee.
46th Annual Fun Run –  sponsored by 

Erin Howard Bailey of Murieta Health 
Club:

Adults: 5K Run 7:30 a.m. at North 
Gazebo. Children 10 and under: 8:15 a.m. 
at the park across from the North Gazebo. 
No prior signup required. Call John 

McNamee 916-206-3246 with questions.
Parade down Murieta Parkway –  

Sponsored by RMA:
Lineup time 9 a.m.-9:30 a.m. at Murieta 

Parkway and De La Cruz Drive.
Parade begins at 10 a.m. 
Parade route: Begin at Murieta Parkway 

and De La Cruz Drive, proceed down 
parkway, turn left on Marr Drive, loop 
behind the RMA building and back onto 
the parkway.

Drop-off location on De La Cruz Drive
Residents with vintage cars must regis-

ter with RMA.
For a registration form, contact RMA at 

916-354-3500.
Parade rules:
No water guns, balloons or confetti can-

nons. Candy is permitted.
No commercial golf carts, walkers, 

vehicles, etc.
Non-resident vehicles are not allowed. 

Only individuals and local nonprofit 
groups may participate.

Only vintage (1975 or older) vehicles 
and local nonprofit vehicles are allowed.

A registration form is available at the 
RMA office or online at ranchomurieta.
org.

Chairs and other belongings can’t be 
placed for the parade until 24 hours prior 
to the event.  They must be placed behind 
the curb, not in the street or bike lane.

Music at the Gazebo –  Sponsored by 
RMA:

DJ music and dancing, 7 to 9:30 p.m.

Fireworks at Laguna Joaquin (front 
lake) - Sponsored by RMA

Fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m. with a 
spectacular “Golden Opener.” 

No blankets in common areas prior to 7 
p.m. on July 3.

No plastic or tarps are allowed.
Escuela Gate will not be used for exit-

ing the community after the fireworks.
General Information:
Guest Passes: Pick up passes at the 

RMA Building Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mail or hand deliver 
to your guests in advance. Five free passes 
per lot, then $5 per pass. All guests must 
have a pass or be on a resident’s guest list. 
(Please also provide passes to guests on 
your guest list.) 

Events limited to Rancho Murieta 
Association residents and their guests. 
Guests must be accompanied by the resi-
dent who invited them.

Laguna Joaquin. Golf carts must stay 
on the path around the lake. No parking 
on path.

For more information, contact RMA at 
(916) 354-3500. � H

Rancho Murieta Association July 4 Schedule

The Rancho Murieta Association is enhancing 
this year’s July 4 celebration in honor of the 
nation’s 250th anniversary with an expanded 
fireworks show and a patriotic display along 
Laguna Joaquin featuring a row of Betsy Ross 
flags and a large American flag flown from 
the association’s new aerial lift. File photo by 
Gail Bullen


