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Call 508-764-9400 with your Tire Size for available options.

Most cars - inform your technician of 
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From petroleum to pollinators: 
Oxford project moves forward
BY RILEY FRANKIAN

A former gas station and town 
maintenance facility at 3 
Barton Street in Oxford will 

soon be transformed into a polli-
nator park through a state-fund-
ed initiative aimed at improving 
climate resilience, supporting 
local wildlife, and creating new 
public green space.

The project, known as Petro-
leum to Pollinators, is a partner-
ship between the Town of Oxford 
and Weston & Sampson and is 
funded through the Massachu-
setts Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness (MVP) Program. 
The proposed park on just over 
a quarter of an acre will feature 
native plantings, expanded tree 
canopy, stormwater management 
features, educational elements, 
and community gathering spaces.

According to Danielle Burney, 
Director of Communications for 
the Executive Office of En-
ergy and Environmental Affairs 
(EEA), the project stood out be-
cause it aligned closely with the 
goals of the MVP Program.

“The Town of Oxford’s Pe-
troleum to Pollinators project 
embodies several of the Munici-
pal Vulnerability Preparedness 
Program’s core principles, which 
made it highly competitive for 
funding in both the FY25 and 
FY26 grant rounds,” Burney said.

The site will convert previous-

ly developed land into a public 
park designed to address mul-
tiple environmental challenges. 

This effort is taking place to 
combat the decline of bees, but-
terflies, and other pollinators, 
which are critical to balancing 
ecosystems. According to the 
Xerces Society of Invertebrate 
Conservation, “of the foods and 
beverages that we consume daily, 

over 30 percent rely on or benefit 
from a pollinator.”

With a lack of pollination, 
plants are unable to reproduce 
which not only decreases agricul-
tural yields but also puts entire 
ecosystems at risk. Oxford’s polli-

Auburn Town Manager 
Dori Vecchio: 
A year in review
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

“Customer service is our top 
priority, and it always will 
be,” said Dori Vecchio, 

Auburn town manager. “Our resi-
dents are our customers, and we 
are here for them.”

Vecchio then de-
scribed a situation 
where she and other 
town personnel visited a 
resident’s backyard. The 
land was close to I-290 
and the traffic drone was 
almost deafening, which 
impacted the neighbor-
hood’s quality of life. 
After the town contacted 
the Mass. Department of 
Transportation, fenc-
ing was to be installed 
to help minimize the 
constant traffic noise.

Auburn residents who 
have concerns such as 
potholes, road hazards, 
streetlight outages, 
illegal dumping, graf-
fiti, or overgrown vegetation or 
downed tree branches are encour-
aged to register and contact the 
town through the 311 site www.
seeclickfix.com. 

Vecchio described how the 
Assistant Town Manager Paul 

Dell’Aquila works with the Plan-
ning and Land Use Developer 
Rose Russell to improve current 
and new business experiences. 
This department’s motto is “How 
Can We Say Yes?” The depart-
ment’s goal is to have flexibility 
with all current, new, and poten-

tial businesses in town.
One of her proudest moments 

was seeing the completion of 
Camp Gleason for community 

Photo by Martha Akstin
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Call us NOW to set up an appointment!
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Orthopedic Physical Therapy • Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Neck and Back Pain Relief • Manual Therapy
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Contact Us:
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nator park will create a habitat for 
numerous pollinators and include 
new shrubs, trees, and perennial 
plantings that will help to reduce 

heat, improve air quality, and 
manage stormwater runoff.

“The project will transform a 
former gas station into a public 
park in an Environmental Justice 
neighborhood,” Burney said. 
“The project was designed in 
partnership with neighborhood 
residents to create a space that 
supports connections to nature 
and to one another.” 

The State Climate Policy Dash-
board defines an Environmental 

Justice Neighborhood as “a group 
within a certain geographic loca-
tion that experiences dispropor-
tionate environmental harms 
and risks and may share certain 
socioeconomic conditions.”

Community feedback has 

played a significant role in 
shaping the park’s design, with 
residents expressing support for 
native plantings, pollinator habi-
tat, educational features, seating 
areas, and a natural aesthetic.

Oxford received an MVP 
Action Grant totaling $206,100 
in Fiscal Year 2025 to fund the 
park’s site assessments, survey-
ing, preliminary design work, and 
community engagement efforts. 
Additional funding was set aside 
in Fiscal Year 2026 to complete 

final design, permitting, and con-
tinue outreach with residents.

Burney said projects such as 
Oxford’s pollinator park are an 
example for how communities 
can use nature-based solutions 
to address long-term climate 

concerns while improving quality 
of life for residents.

“Over the next five to 10 
years, we hope communities 
will continue to implement and 
learn from projects like this one, 
incorporating opportunities to 
restore and integrate nature into 
the built environment,” Burney 
said. “These efforts can help cre-

POLLINATORS
continued from page 1 Oxford Farmers’ 

Market returns 
to the Common
BY JANET STOICA
jstoica@TheYankeeXpress.com

I t’s back! One of the finest farm-
ers’ markets returned to Oxford 
Common on June 19 and con-

tinues monthly on July 17, August 
21, September 18, and October 16 
from 2-6 p.m.

There are themes for each of these 
family-friendly events which high-
light the freshest vegetables, fruits, 
meats (such as chicken, beef, and 
port), eggs, maple syrup, flowers, 
seedlings, and floral bouquets. In ad-
dition, food trucks sell barbecue, ice 
cream, and other delicious offerings. 

Event Coordinator Debi Ammen-
heuser has organized the fun event 
for the past three years. “We usually 
have about 20 vendors or so,” said 
Ammenheuser. “We’re still reaching 
out for new vendors and we’re cur-
rently looking for a cheese purveyor, 
that type of creamery would be a 
great addition to our offerings.”

She explained that while the 
market is agriculture based and is 
certified by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Agricultural Resources, 
talented local artisans offer stained 
glass, soy candles and other unique 
items, which give the site depth.

One of the market’s artists, 
Wayne Yacino, is a local wood 
carver whose creations focus on 
bird and nature carvings. “He 
carves on the spot,” said Ammen-
heuser, “and if you’ve ever walked 
or driven by the Oxford Library on 

Main Street you’ve seen his work. 
Just beautiful.” She explained that 
Yacino postpones his appearance if 
it rains as that is “not the environ-
ment for his type of creations.”  

There will be plenty of other ac-
tivities for attendees to enjoy such 
as live music, children’s face paint-
ing, glitter tattoos, and balloons. 

She hopes a local dance studio will 
perform at some of the markets, as 
they did last year.

Themes include a Fairy Day, 
a Berry Patriotic Day (creative 
displays of strawberries, blueber-
ries, and raspberries), Dog Days of 
Summer, First Responders Salute, 
and a Happy Hallowe’en fest.

The July 17 market will include 
a 250th Anniversary theme with a 
militia group joining the crowds. A 
pet resort will set up a Doggie Pho-
to Booth for picture opportunities 
at the August Dog Days market. 
The September First Responders’ 
celebration will proudly feature the 
town’s police and fire department 
personnel and equipment.

“We’re looking forward to 
having our first responders mak-
ing their presence known,” said 
Ammenheuser. “And in October, 
our last market will feature kids in 
their Hallowe’en costumes, pump-
kin painting, and bubble wands.”

Ammenheuser encourages 
potential vendors to contact the 
Oxford Community Center at 508-
987-6002 if you would like to join 
this year’s farmers’ market.

OXFORD – PETROLEUM TO POLLINATOR0 6’ 12’ 24’

Scale: 1” = 12’-0” North

POLLINATORS
continued on page 7 
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use. At its ribbon cutting in Oc-
tober 2025, Vecchio said it was “a 
symbol of Auburn’s commitment 
to preserving our history, invest-
ing in our future, and building 
spaces that bring the community 
together.” 

Another major goal that the 
town manager accomplished 
was developing strong relation-
ships with the town’s unions. 
She called on her background in 
human resources to finalize nine, 
three-year contracts without legal 
assistance, which saved the town 
thousands in legal costs.

The new fire station project 
was begun under the former town 
manager, and a groundbreaking 
was held on June 4. “This build-
ing will provide a state-of-the-art 
facility for our fire personnel with 
room for future expansion. It’s all 
very motivating and encouraging 
for everyone involved,” said Vec-
chio, “and since funding was part 
of our town’s debt exclusion, that 
was very important, too.”

With feedback from town 
residents, Goddard Park was 
completed with new walkways, 
lighting, and benches. The origi-
nal missile had broken apart and 
was given to Worcester’s Eco-
tarium for display.

The town also installed a new 

electronic payroll system and 
an electronic purchase order 
practice, resulting in additional 
savings by going paperless. 
“These new systems created new 
efficiencies for us, a huge help,” 
Vecchio stated.

She described the new budget 
and accounting system that was 
put in place to oversee depart-
mental requests. “Now we are 
using actual prior expenditures 
from previous years as well as 
year-to-date numbers,” said Vec-
chio. Department heads submit 
requests, which are reviewed 
and justified at budget meetings. 
These are then delivered to the 
town manager for review where 
recommendations are made to 
the finance committee and select-
board.

“It all makes for more transpar-
ency and an entirely new budget 
process,” said Vecchio. The town’s 
2027-2028 budget is $91,832,000, 
which was passed at its recent 
town meeting.

Vecchio stated, “I will only 
make a decision that’s good for 
the Town of Auburn. I am proud 
and humbled to be the town 
manager of Auburn. Although 
we have accomplished a lot in 
the past year, we still have much 
work to do. I look forward to this 
next year and all the challenges 
and triumphs it may bring.” 

Community partners help local 
resident regain independence
The Oxford Lions Club 

partnered with other orga-
nizations to help one local 

resident regain her independence. 
Through a community-wide effort, 
funding was secured to provide 
life-changing adaptive vehicle 
modifications.

Since December 2019, Jenna 
Santos has lived with Complex 
Regional Pain Syndrome (CRPS), 
a condition that limited the use of 
her right leg and left her believing 
she might never drive again. While 
a Cecropia Strong grant helped 
her learn to use adaptive driving 
equipment, the cost of modifying 
a vehicle remained a significant 
barrier.

Funding for the project was 
made possible through a Lions 
Clubs International Foundation 
District Community Impact Grant 
and support from the Webster Li-
ons Club, Oxford Lions Club, L&L 
Concrete, Webster/Dudley Vet-
erans Council, DAV Chapter 53, 
Webster PAV, and Webster VFW. 

Advance Wheels of Oxford 
completed the vehicle adaptations, 
allowing Santos to return to driv-
ing.

The project serves as a powerful 
example of how Lions Clubs help 

their communities by identifying 
local needs and bringing together 
grants, businesses, organizations, 
and volunteers to create meaning-
ful change. Through the combined 
efforts of community partners and 
dedicated Lions members, what 
once seemed impossible became a 

reality for one local resident.
“Because of your generosity, I 

have regained my independence, 
reconnected with my social life, 
and taken a major step toward 
returning to work. Thank you for 
giving me my freedom and my 
future back,” said Santos. 
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Let your imagination run wild
BY MARTHA AKSTIN

Massachusetts State Police 
Trooper Mike Kane and his 
K-9 Branch joined the kick-

off party for the summer reading 
program at the Oxford Free Public 
Library on June 17.

Members of the Oxford Police 
Department including newly ap-
pointed Chief Jeromy Grniet also 
joined the party. OPD is helping 
to encourage summer reading: 
every child who checks out a book 
during the program will be eligible 

for a chance to take a ride in an 
Oxford police cruiser and tour the 
department at a later date.

Branch wanted children to real-
ize how the doors to your imagina-
tion are opened when you open the 
cover of a book. 

If you could not make the party 
on the 17th but want to join the 
program, stop by the library. Staff 
are excited to show you how to 
register.

From left: Branch reminds Nichole to choose 
a book at the Oxford Public Library; Trooper 
Kane, K-9 Branch, and members of the 
Oxford Police Department; Mass State Police 
Trooper Mike Kane, Library Director Brittany 
McDougal Bialy, and MSP K-9 Branch.
Photos submitted
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Managing risk at different stages of life

As an investor, you will always 
need to deal with risk of  some 
kind. How can you manage the 
risk that accompanies the vola-
tility of  the financial markets? 
The answer depends somewhat 
on where you are in life.

When you’re starting out … If  
you’re early in your career, with 
perhaps four or five decades 
until you retire, you can likely 
afford to invest primarily for 
growth, which also means you’ll 
be taking on a higher level of  
risk – because risk and reward 
are positively correlated. But, 
given your age, you will have 
time to overcome the market 
downturns that are both in-
evitable and a normal part of  
investing. Still, even at this stage, 
being over-aggressive can be 
costly. 

When you’re in the “middle 
stages” … At this time of  your 
life, you’re possibly well along 
in your career and working on 
at least a couple of  financial 
goals, such as saving for retire-
ment and your children’s col-
lege education. You’ll want to 
begin adjusting the balance in 
your portfolio between assets 
with higher growth and those 
with lower growth since there 

will be progressively less time 
to rebuild losses. You’ll need to 
decide on the balance between 
risk and growth that’s right for 
you.

When you’re a few years from 
retirement … You may have 
already achieved some key goals 
– perhaps your children have 
finished college and you’ve paid 
off your mortgage. As a result, 
you may have more money 
available to put away for retire-
ment. Growth still matters be-
cause your retirement could be 
25 or 30 years long, and you’ll 
need investments that can keep 
up with inflation. But you’ll also 
need investments designed to 
help provide for your income 
needs in retirement and provide 
more stability. Also consider re-
ducing your exposure to higher-
risk investments and instead 
consider investing more in stable 
dividend-paying stocks, govern-
ment and investment-grade 
bonds, and cash.

When you’re retired … Once 
you’re retired, you might think 
you should take no risks at all 
with substantial assets held in 
cash. However, you could spend 
two or three decades in retire-
ment, so you may need some 
growth potential in your port-
folio to stay ahead of  inflation. 
A more balanced mix between 
equities and fixed income is 
generally appropriate. Estab-
lishing a withdrawal rate that’s 
appropriate for your lifestyle 
and projected longevity can help 
reduce the risk of  outliving your 
money. Of  course, if  there’s an 
extended market downturn dur-
ing any time of  your retirement, 
you may want to temporarily 
lower your withdrawal rate.

Managing investment risk is 
a lifelong process that evolves 
with your goals, responsibilities 
and time horizon. While you’ll 
look for balance among your 
investments based on your life 
stage, having a balanced and 
diversified portfolio doesn’t fully 

protect against a loss. Still, align-
ing your strategy with your stage 
of  life can help navigate market 
volatility and stay on track to-
ward long-term success while 
avoiding emotional investment 
decisions. The key is staying 
informed and making intelligent 
choices that reflect your current 
income needs and future aspira-
tions.

Personalized financial guidance
starts with a simple conversation.
Contact Catherine to get started! 

Catherine Harrington
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
11 Millbrook Street
Worcester, MA  508-755-1213
Catherine.Harrington@
edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Catherine Harrington
Financial Advisor
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What a What a 
beautiful, big beautiful, big 
crop we have crop we have 

this year!this year!

Oxford Middle School 
recognizes students each 
month who exemplify our 
Be The 3 goals of Respect, 
Responsibility, and Safety 
as well as showing that 
attendance matters, dis-
playing citizenship, and 
showing growth in a vari-
ety of ways. This month, 
OMS celebrates Jaelyn 
Halley, Eli Bonafilia, 
Isabella (Bella) Bishop, 
Willow Keller, and Joseph 
Menke as our May Stu-
dents of the Month.

MIIA grant updates 
Oxford Fire/EMS facility

The Town of Oxford was 
awarded a $10,000 risk 
management grant from 

the Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association (MIIA), 
the town’s property and casualty 
insurance provider. These monies 
were used to support the replace-
ment of deteriorated water lines 
that have placed Fire/EMS ap-
paratus and specialty equipment 
at risk.

The funding allowed the town 
to expedite replacement of a 
failed fire suppression system 
water line and sprinkler heads 
above the garage bay at Fire/EMS 
Headquarters. The work helped 
to ensure reliable fire protection 
and reduced the risk of water 
damage to vehicles and equip-
ment stored in the facility.

“This grant funding has al-
lowed us to protect and safeguard 
the public safety assets that help 
keep our residents and businesses 
safe,” said Justin Leduc, acting 
Oxford town manager.

Now in its 24th year, MIIA’s 
FY2026 risk management grant 
program has awarded a total 

of $1 million to 146 members 
to support risk management 
practices and projects that help 
protect employees, buildings, 
infrastructure, and other public 
assets.

“This grant program is about 
helping members take practical 
steps to reduce risk and strength-
en resilience,” said Stan Corco-
ran, senior executive and MIIA 
executive vice president. “We are 
pleased to support Oxford’s ef-
forts to protect critical emergen-
cy response equipment, reduce 
property risk, and strengthen 
facility safety.”

MIIA is a membership service 
of the Massachusetts Municipal 
Association. As a mission-driven, 
member-led nonprofit, MIIA fo-
cuses on providing Massachusetts 
municipalities and other govern-
mental entities with insurance 
coverage alternatives, quality 
risk management, and wellness 
programs. 
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Etiquette express: Making everyday interactions better
BY LEE-ANN BARKHOUSE

June is a season of new begin-
nings.

Across our communities, 
tiny kindergarten graduates 
proudly cross the stage, middle 
school students prepare for new 
adventures, high school seniors 
take their first steps toward 
adulthood, and college graduates 
launch into careers and opportu-
nities that await them.

No matter the age, graduation 
is more than a ceremony. It is 
a milestone that marks growth, 
perseverance, and the start of a 
new chapter.

For graduates, this season 
often brings a mix of excitement, 
anticipation, uncertainty, and 
hope. While some people have a 
clear plan for what comes next, 
many do not, and that is perfectly 
okay.

One of the greatest lessons we 
learn in life is that our journeys 
rarely follow a straight line.

The world is filled with pos-
sibilities. Some opportunities 
arrive exactly as planned. Others 
appear when we least expect 
them. Be open to learning, 
exploring, and discovering what 
brings you joy and purpose.

As you move into your next 
chapter, be patient with yourself. 
New routines, unfamiliar envi-
ronments, and changing respon-
sibilities can feel uncomfortable 
at first. Growth often begins with 
uncertainty. Give yourself per-
mission to learn, adjust, and find 
your footing.

For parents, grandparents, 
family members, mentors, and 
friends, graduation is a time of 
both celebration and reflection. 
We take pride in the accomplish-
ments of those we love while 

recognizing that a new journey 
is about to begin. It is a reminder 
to savor life’s milestones, cherish 
the memories, and embrace the 
opportunities that lie ahead.

This graduation season, take 
a moment to celebrate how far 
you’ve come and embrace the 
opportunities that await in your 
next chapter. Whether you are 
receiving a diploma, cheering 
from the audience, or supporting 
someone you love, remember that 
every ending creates the opportu-
nity for a new beginning.

Congratulations to the Class 
of 2026 and to graduates of every 
age! Your next chapter is waiting 
to be written.

Q. I am attending a gradua-
tion party for my friend’s 
child, but I do not know 

the graduate very well. What is an 
appropriate gift?

A. Cash and gift cards 
are always appreciated 
because they allow the 

graduate to purchase what they 
need most. If you prefer some-
thing more personal, consider a 
journal, a quality pen, a book on 
personal growth or etiquette, or 
another practical item they can 
use as they begin their next chap-
ter. Thoughtful and useful gifts 
are always appreciated

Q. My child’s friends are 
graduating. Do I need to 
buy gifts for all of them?

A. No. There is no expecta-
tion that you purchase 
gifts for every graduate 

you know. It is perfectly accept-
able to give gifts only to those 
with whom you or your family 
have a close relationship. A heart-
felt card and sincere congratula-

tions are always meaningful.

Q. I am unable to attend a 
graduation party. Should 
I still send a gift?

A. A gift is not required if 
you cannot attend. Send-
ing a congratulatory card 

is a thoughtful way to acknowl-
edge the graduate’s achievement. 
If you are particularly close to 
the graduate or family, you may 
choose to send a gift, though it is 
not expected.

Q. Is it acceptable to attend 
a graduation party with-
out bringing a gift?

A. Yes. While many guests 
choose to bring a gift 
or card, your presence 

and good wishes are what mat-
ter most. Never allow concerns 
about a gift to prevent you from 
celebrating someone’s accom-
plishment.

Q. What should I write in a 
graduation card?

A. Keep it simple and 
sincere. Share your 
congratulations, express 

your confidence in the gradu-
ate, and offer encouragement for 
the future. A few heartfelt words 
often mean more than a lengthy 
message.

Etiquette Tip of the Month
When congratulating a gradu-

ate, make it personal. A sincere 
message highlighting a strength, 
accomplishment, or positive 
quality is often remembered long 
after the gifts are opened.

Warm regards,
Lee-Ann 

Have a situation you’d like help 
with? Write in or email (info@
investinuma.com) and your ques-
tion may be featured in a future 
column. Let’s build a kinder, 
more respectful world, one inter-
action at a time.

Lee-Ann Barkhouse is a certi-
fied etiquette and leadership 
coach who helps people show up 
with confidence, kindness, and 
credibility. At Invest in U (www.
investinuma.com), she shares 
practical tools to make everyday 
moments more thoughtful and 
meaningful—whether at work, at 
home, or right here in the com-
munity.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

ate healthier, more resilient places 
where people live, work, and 
play while building a stronger 
foundation for long-term climate 
adaptation.”

Once completed, town officials 
hope the park will serve as both 
a community destination and a 
demonstration of how underuti-
lized properties can be repur-
posed to address environmental 
challenges. 

POLLINATORS
continued from page 2
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503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

•Subs •Wraps •Wings •Salads 
•Burgers •Kid’s Menu 
•Seafood •Whole Lot More

SUMMER BASEBALL
WINGS SPECIAL!!

$$5 OFF5 OFF
SuicideSuicide
SqueezeSqueeze

$$7 OFF7 OFF
Yankee Yankee 
HaterHater

$$10 OFF10 OFF
Wild Wild 
PitchPitch

$$15 OFF15 OFF
The The 

CloserCloser
(Good(Good

 thru the  thru the 
World World 

Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE!

LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

For tickets and more information,
visit www.IndianRanch.com

JULY 16 • 7PMJUNE 28 • 1PM JULY 11 • 1PM JULY 12 • 1PM

JULY 26 • 1PMJULY 17 • 7PM JULY 19 • 1PM JULY 25 • 1PM

AUGUST 22 • 1PM AUGUST 23 • 1PM AUGUST 28 • 7PM AUGUST 29 • 7:30PM

CHRIS JANSON ...................................................................................................... AUGUST 30 • 1PM
THE PIKE HAIRFEST ............................................................................................. SEPTEMBER 6 • 12PM
NASH ICON LOCAL COUNTRYFEST 2026 ......................................................... SEPTEMBER 13 • 12PM
BLACKBERRY SMOKE  ......................................................................................... SEPTEMBER 20 • 1PM
38 SPECIAL ............................................................................................................ OCTOBER 3 • 1PM

AUGUST 15 • 1PMJULY 30 • 7PM AUGUST 1 • 12PM AUGUST 14 • 7PM

SCHISM
(TOOL TRIBUTE)

ROTTEN APPLE
(ALICE IN CHAINS TRIBUTE)

LOUNGE FLY
(STONE TEMPLE PILOTS TRIBUTE)

DROWN
(SMASHING PUMPKINS TRIBUTE)

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

JUNE 27 | JULY 24 | SEPTEMBER 4

MARGARITAVILLE
CRUISES

100 FM THE PIKE 
DISCO DANCE PARTY CRUISE

HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS
SEPTEMBER 26

100 FM THE PIKE BOOS CRUISE 
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS

OCTOBER 16

JUNE 27

JUNE 28

JULY 11

JULY 12

JULY 16

JULY 17

JULY 19

INDIAN PRINCESS
LAKE TOUR

JULY 25

JULY 26

JULY 30

AUGUST 1

AUGUST 14

AUGUST 15

AUGUST 22

AUGUST 23

AUGUST 28

AUGUST 29

AUGUST 30

SEPTEMBER 6

SEPTEMBER 13

OCTOBER 3

Art in the Yard 
transforms the 
library’s front lawn
BY MARTHA AKSTIN

Eight sculptures seemed to sprout overnight in front of the Oxford 
Free Public Library the week of June 15.

“This will be 
our ninth annual Art 
in the Yard,” explained 
Brittany McDougal 
Bialy, the library’s 
director. Live music, 
an artist demonstra-
tion, and refreshments 
accompanied the 
exhibit’s opening on 
June 20.

Gloria Hall, who 
initiated Worcester’s 
popular Art in the 
Park, is the public call 
administrator for Art 
in the Yard. “Gloria 
does all the legwork,” 
said McDougal Bialy, 
“and I’m very grateful 
for her.” 

Hall puts out a 
call for submissions 
in February with 
an April 1 deadline. 
The library’s trustees 
and McDougal Bialy 
then review the 20-30 
entries and make their 
final selections by 
mid-April.

This year the artists 
are Chelsea Bradway 
of Southborough, Jose Criollo of Worcester, Shelby Davis of Oxford, Da-
vid Skora of New Hartford CT, Brendan Stecchini of Belchertown, Scott 
Strader of Lee, and Eric Troffkin of Grosse Pointe Park, MI.

After spending the summer and fall in Oxford, the sculptures will 
be dismantled and returned to their homes the first week of December. 
Sponsored by the Oxford Cultural Council and the Tast Charitable Fund, 
this perennial art exhibit has become a town favorite.

Chasing the Light Metal by Shelby Davis of Oxford
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SPORTS

508-832-5981

Celebrating 75 years in Business

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Auburn girls’ golf team: a solid core on the links
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Last spring the Auburn girls’ 
golf team went 8-2-2 playing 
as an independent team after 

the Southern Worcester County 
League disbanded. This year 
Auburn played in the Central Mass 
Athletic Conference (CMAC) in 
the Central West North division 
with seven other teams. The Rock-
ets added three more games to 
their schedule and concluded the 
season with an impressive 11-3-1 
record.

The top three teams in the divi-
sion move on to the sectionals and 
unfortunately both years Auburn 
finished in fourth place. Last year 
the Rockets were five strokes off 
the pace of third place and this 
year they were 18 strokes away.

Despite not playing in the sec-
tionals, Coach Dave Cutler believes 
his team is built on a solid core 
of athletes, including the depth 
behind the top six.

Junior Sabrina Cooper, who 
picked up the game of golf a mere 
five or six years earlier, has been 
teeing off as the team’s top golfer. 
According to Cutler, Cooper is 
a natural athlete who achieves 
a good game on the links while 
maintaining her composure and 
focus. Cooper shot in the low 40s 
this season.

Right behind Cooper is Molly 
Grandazzo, a three-year player 
who was the coach’s go-to when he 
first arrived at Auburn.

“Last year as a junior when I 
first took over this team she was 
someone who would help me get 
things to the other girls,” he said. 
“She was a steady player, the leader 
of the team. Prior to this season 
she decided to take her game to 
the next level before entering her 
senior year. She signed up to play 
in more tournaments and has been 
shooting in the low- to mid-40s.”

Sophomore Alyssa Bonneau 
found herself in the third spot. 
She dedicated herself during the 
off season by getting a pass to the 
Blackstone Country Club to work 
on her game. 

The fourth through sixth spots 
are interchangeable with Ava 
Rocheford, Ava Herrie and Callie 
Guertin. Rocheford made the 
biggest jump this spring, working 
steadily to make herself a much 

better golfer.
Cutler calls Herrie “Mighty 

Mouse” due to her small stature, 
but she brings a perfect swing to 
the golf course, while Guertin has 
brought a lot of experience to the 
team this year. 

“As a coach I have learned that 
one through six doesn’t always 
matter where they play. More im-
portantly, it’s who they play with,” 
Cutler said. “You need to make 

adjustments. You want to send 
out a duo that can work together, 
both having the same pace of 
game while being able to help one 
another with shots while on the 
course.”

In addition to the top six, 
Cutler has three other athletes who 
worked their way into the starting 
lineup. Senior Reece Leonard is a 
consistent player who accepted her 
role as an alternate this year. Leigh-
ton Romano and Sofia Dziubisk are 
freshmen who are learning how the 
varsity game works. 

“They are still young so I tried to 
pair them up with different golfers 
so they can learn,” the coach said. 
“Pace of play, not rushing, and how 
to score are some things they’re 
picking up. I also want them to 
know putts are more important 
than drives.”

With this season in the books, 
Cutler said goodbye to Grandazzo, 
Guertin and Leonard, his three 
seniors. Although the coach has 
a handful of replacements, he is 
going to recruit for next spring. 
Cutler said he will look for athletes 
who participate in other sports, but 
who may play golf on the side. 

Having Cooper, Bonneau, 
Rocheford and Herrie coming back 
next year will give the Rockets a 
solid top four to try to push their 
way into the top three to get to the 
sectionals.

“Next year will be pretty much 
the same,” Cutler said. “Staying 
with 15 matches seems to be a 
good number, especially play-
ing in the spring when you never 
know how the weather will affect 
you over the first few weeks of the 
season.”

With Cutler’s guidance, Auburn 
will be looking to take their game 
to the next level while working 
hard during the off-season to be 
able to move up in the league and 
hopefully advance into post-season 
play.

Auburn girls’ golf team. Photo submitted
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

The moments we choose to keep

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Spring has officially arrived, 
and Luke is feeling it.

He announces the season 
with bold grandeur—shed-
ding the cocoon of his blankets 
and bursting into the yard as if 
he’s been personally invited by 
the sun. Within seconds, he’s 
airborne in spirit if not in fact, 
tearing across the grass with the 
unmistakable swagger of James 
Brown.

“I feel good,” I imagine him 
singing. “You knew that I would.”

He tests the edges of the yard 
like a seasoned explorer, sprint-
ing just shy of the boundary line, 
flirting with freedom but never 
quite crossing it. And just when 
I think he’s finished, he doubles 
back for more.

“Excuse me while I christen 
the grass with my extraordinary 
scent.”

He lowers his head to the 
grass and smears the grass with 
the side of his face. The result 
is equal parts impressive and 
foolish. Then he shakes the earth 
from his head and stares up at 
me. “Need something?” 

“Luke,” I answer with a jangle 
of his leash. “Let’s go for a walk.”

He stops instantly. For a brief, 
hopeful second, I think I’ve won. 
Then his eyes narrow with the 
defiance of a confident Golden.

“Freedom!”
Aretha Franklin channels in.
He darts toward the far edge 

of the yard and reappears with a 
Frisbee clamped triumphantly in 
his mouth.

“You’d rather play?” I try. 
“Okay. Drop it for mummy to 
throw.”

Somewhere in the background 
of my mind, my to-do list flickers 
to life—emails unanswered, er-
rands undone, the quiet pressure 

of a day already spoken for. Time, 
suddenly, feels accounted for.

“I dare you,” Luke seems to 
reply, leaning just out of reach.

My lower back offers another 
perspective. Enough of this. 
You’re too darn old.

“Mummy’s not going to play if 
you can’t drop it,” I tell him, ex-
tending an arm for a final scoop. 
“Give me the Frisbee, please.”

He considers my tone. Then, 
with perfect comedic timing, 
turns his head away.

Negotiations have ended.
I know this game—tug-of-war, 

keep-away, a test of endurance I 
didn’t sign up for today. I do the 
practical thing. I go inside.

From the bay window, I watch 
him. At first, he pauses, as if 
registering my absence. But it 
doesn’t take long. He lowers the 
Frisbee, paws at it, flips it, digs 
around it—transforming a nine-
dollar toy into an entire uni-
verse of possibility. A new game 
blooms like a June rose. The 
writer in me considers potential 
titles: Bury-and-rescue? The 
improvisation of Joy? 

Clearly, he doesn’t need me for 
this game.

And yet.
Standing there, separated by 

glass and intention, I feel the 
small, unmistakable weight of the 
choice I’ve made. Independence 
is a good thing—his and mine. 

The list matters. The day moves 
forward whether I join him or 
not.

But watching him—fully 
absorbed, wholly present, asking 
nothing more of the moment 
than to live inside it—I begin to 
question my math.

Of all the tasks waiting for me, 
none feel quite as immediate as 
the one I declined.

The list will still be there when 
I return.

But this version of Luke—the 
one who believes spring is some-
thing to celebrate at full speed—
won’t wait forever.

I step back outside, take the 
Frisbee from his eager mouth, 
and send it sailing—watching it 
rise and arc through the open air 
like a small, bright permission 
slip, reminding me that some-
times the highest things we throw 
are the moments we choose to 
keep.

Write to Amy – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke on IG livingwithluke-
valentino

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

Contact Kate at 
508-304-3019 
or by email at 

katecarr@
localtownpages.com 
to advertise TODAY!
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Did you try to buy a home last year but end up 
pressing pause?
Maybe you couldn’t find a 

home that really fit your 
needs. Or maybe the ones 

you liked just weren’t affordable. 
Those were the top two reasons 

buyers 
gave up 
on their 
search 
in 2025. 
But this 
Spring, 
there’s one 
trend that 
could help 
fix both 
of those 
frustra-
tion 

points: more homes are hitting the 
market. The number of fresh list-
ings. Data shows there are nearly 
2x as many new listings hitting the 
market today as there were just 3 
months ago. Those are homes the 
seller just put up for sale.

This is a significant rise, and 
while we usually see an uptick as 
we head into the busiest time of 
the year, this increase was bigger 
than normal. New listings jumped 
21.2% from February to 439,000, 
a larger-than-typical seasonal 
surge. March typically sees the 
biggest month-over-month jump 
in new listings of the entire buying 
season, averaging an 18% increase 
since 2017; this year it exceeded 
20%. That means more sellers are 
jumping back into the market, and 
that’s giving buyers more fresh 
options to choose from. So, if you 
feel like you have seen everything 
out there and still nothing was 
quite right, this may be your mo-
ment. With that many “just listed” 
homes, one of them could be ex-
actly what you’ve been searching 
for. This trend is happening across 
most of the country, so you should 
have more options pretty much 
wherever you are.

Earlier this year, the Northeast 
had fewer new listings because 
winter storms delayed sellers 
from putting their homes on the 
market. But now, that region is 
catching up fast. In March, new 
listings jumped across nearly 
every state, especially in the 
Northeast, helping drive a strong 
national rebound.

What rising inventory means 
for you. Right now, there are 
almost a million homes for sale 
nationwide. That’s up over 8% 
compared to last year. With that 
many homes on the market, there’s 
a much better chance something 
will fit what you’re looking for, es-
pecially with so many new options 
being added right now. One of the 
most encouraging signals heading 
into the spring home-buying sea-
son is the improvement in for-sale 
inventory levels compared with 
last year... More homes on the 
market give buyers greater choice 

and, combined with improved 
buying power, expand the range 
of homes they can realistically 
consider.

More fresh listings are hitting 
the market right now, and that’s 
creating real opportunity. If you 
put your search on hold last year, 
this Spring may be the time to 

jump back in. Connect with a 
member of The Marzeotti Group 
or a trusted local real estate agent 
to see what’s newly available in 
your area.

Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

Serving the Community since 1980

WE PLANT TREES & SHRUBS!
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals • Pruning
Stump Grinding • Cabling
FAST FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured • Workman’s Comp

508-366-7693 • sales@templemantree.com
MAA & TCIA Member

CONTACT US TODAY!

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS  • IN & OUT
NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

Auburn July 4th 
celebrations
Festivities will be held Tuesday, 

June 30, from 5-9:30 p.m. at 
the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha 

Pappas Recreation Complex. Rain 
date is July 1. 
 
Food - Vendors - Kids Games - 
Rock & Roll Racing - Train Rides

• 6:45 - Grand Entrance: 
American Legion Tuttle Post and 
Vietnam Veterans

• 6:55 - Opening Remarks
• 7:00 - Dock 10
• 9:30 - Fireworks!
Free WRTA & AA Transporta-

tion shuttle service will pick up 

from the following locations: the 
Pakachoag School, the Senior Cen-
ter, and the Auburn Mall.

No pets allowed (service dogs 
only). For information, call 508-
832-7736.

Thank you to the event spon-
sors: WRTA, AA Transportation, 
Auburn Mall, bankHometown
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR 
continued on page 13 

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

U-U-KKNNIIGGHHTTEEDD

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

Blowing hot air, best tools, and the lowdown on gas additives
BY JOHN PAUL

Q. My wife’s 2007 Honda 
Civic was blowing hot air 
when the A/C was turned 

on. I purchased a 12-ounce can of 
R134a refrigerant and recharged 
the system. It is working fine right 
now. However, this car’s A/C was 
also recharged last year by my 
mechanic. How long should refrig-

erant normally last? I have never 
recharged my 2009 Volkswagen 
Jetta. I’m thinking there may be a 
leak in the Civic’s air-conditioning 
system. Your thoughts?

A. There was a time, many 
years ago, when recharging 
an air-conditioning system 

every few years was fairly common. 
Today, because systems are much 
better sealed, some vehicles — like 

your 17-year-old Volkswagen — 
may never need refrigerant added. 
If your Civic needed refrigerant 
again after only a year, there is 
likely a slow leak somewhere in the 
system. Topping off the refriger-
ant will usually restore cooling 
temporarily, but eventually the 
system will become low enough 
that performance drops off again. 
Keep in mind that adding refriger-

ant can temporarily restore cooling 
if the system is low, but overcharg-
ing can also damage the system. 
At that point, have the system 
professionally checked for leaks. 
Common sources include leaking 
hoses, O-ring seals, condensers or 
compressor shaft seals.

Q. I watch a lot of DIY videos 
and notice some people 
carry knives, multi-tools or 

mini pliers. What do you — or did 
you — keep in your pocket?

A. Although a bit geeky, for 
years I carried a pocket 
protector with a Phillips/

flat-head combination screwdriver, 
flashlight, tire-pressure gauge and a 
decent-quality pen. Today, I usually 
carry a small pocketknife and keep 
a multi-tool nearby. Lately, it has 
been the TRUE Titanium Pocket 
Multi-Tool. For lighting, I replaced 
my old Streamlight with an OLight 
ArkPro Flashlight. It is compact, 
rechargeable and very bright. It 
also features a green laser pointer, 
which is handy for pointing out 
issues on cars without touching 
them, plus a UV light that can help 
track leaks when fluorescent dye is 
added to the system.

Q. Are gas additives to clean 
injectors necessary or 
recommended? I see lots 

of mixed answers. We have a 2024 
Toyota RAV4 Hybrid that we really 
like and plan to keep for a long 
time, so I want to do right by it. If 
injector cleaners are worthwhile, 
what ingredient should I look for?

A. Based on testing I have 
seen over the years, using 
a fuel-injector cleaner pe-

riodically does make sense. In fact, 
some vehicle manufacturers now 
include injector-cleaning service 
as part of regular maintenance. For 
something like your Toyota hybrid, 
using a cleaner two or three times 
a year is reasonable. My preferred 
product is Chevron Techron 
because it contains polyethera-
mine (PEA), which is an effective 
combustion-chamber and injec-
tor cleaner. Using gasoline from 
stations listed at Top Tier Gasoline 

can also help keep injectors and 
combustion chambers cleaner over 
time.

Q. My car’s check-engine light 
is on. What should I do 
first?

A. Start 
with 
the 

basics and 
make sure the 
gas cap is tight. 
A loose or 
faulty gas cap 
is a common 
reason for a 
check-engine 
light. If the 
light is flashing, get the vehicle to a 
repair shop as soon as possible. A 
flashing check-engine light typical-
ly indicates an engine misfire that 
can quickly damage the catalytic 
converter. If the light is on steadily, 
have the computer scanned for 
diagnostic trouble codes. The code 
itself does not always identify the 
exact failed part, but it points a 
technician in the right direction. 
Some auto-parts stores will scan 
the codes free of charge and may 
even provide a basic AI-assisted 
diagnosis.

Q. About two or three months 
ago, my son received notice 
that his 2004 Dodge Ram 

pickup has a faulty airbag that 
needs to be replaced immediately. 
The notice said the truck is danger-
ous to drive and should be parked 
until repaired. My son has called 
the number on the recall notice 
several times and left messages, 
but no one has responded. He also 
contacted a dealer who said he 
would order the part and call back, 
but he heard nothing. The truck 
has only 60,000 miles, is in good 
condition and is registered and 
insured. It really needs to be back 
on the road.
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BY DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 12

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 29114372

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/11/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

3.95
4.05
4.20

3-Month

1-Year

2-Year

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

Five questions that could change how you see your retirement
Saving for retirement is impor-

tant, but it's only part of the 
picture. If you're within five 

to 10 years of 
your target re-
tirement date, 
it's time to 
start thinking 
about what 
you actu-
ally want your 
retirement to 
look like. Af-
ter all, getting 
to retirement 
isn't the end 

goal — it's what you want to do 
once you're there that matters.

Start by asking yourself these 
five questions.

When do you want to retire? 
The age at which you retire mat-
ters more than you may realize. 
Retiring early sounds appealing, 
but it means saving more and 
having less time to do it. It can 
also create gaps in health care 
coverage and income before key 
benefits kick in. For example, 
Social Security benefits can begin 
at 62, but at a reduced amount. 
Full benefits are available be-
tween ages 66 and 67, depending 
on birth year, and waiting until 

70 means the maximum benefit. 
Medicare doesn't start until age 
65, and penalty-free withdrawals 
from retirement accounts gener-
ally aren't allowed until age 59½.
For couples, timing gets even 

more complicated. Staggering 
retirement dates can sometimes 
maximize benefits; in other cases, 
retiring at the same time works 
better.

A financial advisor can help you 
sort through these decisions and 
find the approach that makes the 
most sense for your situation.

How do you want to spend 
your time in retirement? 
Many new retirees are surprised 
to find that having unlimited 
free time feels disorienting rather 
than freeing. Thinking ahead 
about how to fill the days with 
meaningful activity – whether 
that's travel, volunteering, pursu-
ing hobbies or spending more 
time with family – can make the 
transition smoother.
It helps to sketch out what a 

typical week, month or even first 
year might look like. If there are 
big gaps, it's worth thinking now 
about what might fill them in 
rewarding ways.

Where do you want to live as a 
retiree? Some retirees stay put, 
while others downsize or relocate 
entirely. Either way, it's wise to 
consider whether a chosen loca-
tion will work well as you get 
older, taking into account factors 
like proximity to family, access 
to health care, cost of living and 
climate.
What will your retirement life-

style cost? It’s not uncommon for 
retirees to discover that their travel, 
entertainment or leisure expenses 
were higher than expected. The 
more active and involved you plan 
to be, the more you will likely need 
to budget.

Does your retirement involve 
giving back? Retirement 
often brings both the time and 
motivation to be more generous. 
Whether the goal is helping fam-
ily members, donating to charity 
or volunteering in the commu-
nity, it's worth defining those 
goals and building them into an 
overall plan.
Now that your vision is taking 

shape, turn it into a plan. Work 
with your financial advisor to align 
your savings with the life you want 
— and revisit that plan as your 
priorities evolve so your retirement 

keeps pace with you.

 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-

los, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Affordable Housing Opportunity
1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Brand New Construction of one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom apartments featuring 
modern appliances, washer and dryer in 

unit, and walk-in closets.

Program description: 
•Resident income for affordable units are 

restricted to 80% of the area median income. 
•Non-Smoking community

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving 
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

Eligibility Requirements: 
•Must meet all income and background eligibility
 requirements under the Tenant Selection Plan approved 
 by EOHLC. 

If interested, please 
contact our office at 

774-220-6334 or at 

Maximum Income per Household Size

2 people 3 people 4 people 5 people 6 people1 person

(2025 limits, provided by Worcester MA, HUD Metro Area)

topograph@wingatecompanies.com

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

A. This is especially frustrat-
ing when there is a “do not 
drive” warning and no one 

follows up. I would escalate the is-
sue directly through Stellantis. The 
company has a dedicated number 
for “Stop-Drive” advisory notices: 
833-585-0144. I would also contact 
multiple dealers instead of relying 
on just one. In addition, it would 
be worthwhile filing a complaint 
with the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA). 
This is a federally tracked safety 
issue, and the manufacturer is le-
gally required to remedy the safety 
recall.

Q. I have a new Honda CR-
V, and my neighbor has 
a small boat that I am 

interested in buying. The boat, 
motor and trailer weigh about 
2,500 pounds. Can I tow it with my 
Honda?

A. Most Honda CR-Vs have 
a towing capacity of 1000-
1,500 pounds. Your CR-V 

may be able to tow that amount of 
weight, but it exceeds the vehicle’s 
rated towing capacity and is not 
recommended. The concern is 
not just engine power. The bigger 
issues are the cooling system, 
transmission durability and, most 
importantly, braking capability. A 
CR-V can generally handle towing 
a Jet Ski, lightweight utility trailer 
or small camping trailer, but a 
2,500-pound boat package is sim-

ply beyond what the vehicle was 
designed to tow safely. 



14  The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • June 26, 2026

Happenings!

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in 
the Happenings! section of the Xpress 
newspapers. Please allow enough 
lead time for publication. Email your 
calendar or event notice to news@
theyankeexpress.com.

SATURDAY, JULY 18 
• Northbridge Annual Fireworks Show. 
(Rain date July 19) Gates open at 5 p.m. 
Celebrate our nation’s 250th birthday 
with an evening of music, activities, food 
and a spectacular fireworks display at 
Northbridge Middle School in Whitins-
ville.
• Come and celebrate America's 250th 
with St. Patrick's Parish, 7 East Street, 
Whitinsville on Saturday, July 18th 
from 5pm - 9pm.  They will be serving 
dynamites and ice-cold beer prior to the 
Northbridge fireworks!  The menu will 
also include hot dogs, chips, soft drinks, 
and treats. Take-out options will also be 
available.  FMI 508-234-5656 . Payment 
by cash or VENMO. The rain date for this 

event is July 19th.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
• The Whitin Community Center (WCC) 
is excited to invite all automotive en-
thusiasts and families alike to celebrate 
the 12th Anniversary of our highly an-
ticipated “Cars In The Park” event. Join 
us for a day of automotive excellence 
and community fun from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the picturesque 7.5 acre Whitin 
Park, located at 60 Main St., Whitinsville.  
This year’s Cars In The Park promises 
an unforgettable showcase of classic 
and contemporary cars, trucks, and 
motorcycles. Participants can vie for the 
prestigious Best In Show title and 25 
other trophy categories, People’s Choice 

Award, with the first 100 registered ve-
hicles again this year receiving exclusive 
Show Dash Plaques and Goodie Bags. The 
event will also feature a selection of food 
trucks, exhibit vendors, a 50/50 raffle, 
and live entertainment, ensuring a fun-
filled day for the entire family. Entry is 
complimentary for all spectators, making 
it the perfect summer outing.  Last year’s 
event had a turnout of over 300 cars! Ve-
hicle owners are encouraged to register 
early and take advantage of a special $10 
donation fee before July 15th, after 
which the registration donation will 
increase to $20. Pre-registration closes 
on August 12, 2026. Registration for 
vehicles is available online at www.
WhitinCommunityCenter.com, in-person 
at our Member Services Desk, or on the 

day of the event. Additionally, we are 
now welcoming applications from exhibit 
and food vendors looking to be part of 
this exciting event. Funds raised during 
Cars In The Park will directly support 
the Whitin Community Center’s mission 
as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
dedicated to enhancing the health, 
well-being, and community spirit of the 
Blackstone Valley. For more informa-
tion on vehicle and vendor registration, 
volunteering, or any other inquiries, 
please visit our website or contact 
Tammy Bodwell, Director of Operations, 
at Tammy.Bodwell@OurGym.org or call 
508-234-8184 ext 118. 

FOR RESERVATIONS, EVENT TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

UPCOMING EVENTS AT 
SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA
WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

WEEKLY SPECIALS

JUNE 26

JULY 10

JULY 31

EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
2PM TO 5PM

HAPPY HOUR

JULY 2 - TONY GARCIA
JULY 9 - JEDIAH

JULY 23 - TYLER FAUXBEL
AUGUST 6 - TONY GARCIA

AUGUST 13 - JEDIAH
AUGUST 20 - STEPHEN GEORGE

AUGUST 27 - INTERSTELLAR
SEPTEMBER 3 - TONY GARCIA

SEPTEMBER 10 - JEDIAH
SEPTEMBER 17 - MISSY MAXFIELD 

SEPTEMBER 24 - STEFAN COUTURE
OCTOBER 1 - TONY GARCIA

THURSDAYS | 5:30PM - 8:30PM | FREE ENTRY!

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Open for Breakfast & Lunch
 7 days a week

Sun. & Mon. 7am-2pm, 
Tues. to Thurs. 7am-8pm, Fri. & Sat. 7am-9pm

Phone: (508) 832-2701      
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142

or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Featuring...
$10 

cover 
charge 
for all 
bands

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 

Bands
to be

announced The Historical Conjurer: 18th 
Century Magic Show at the 
Samuel Slater Experience

Step back into history for a one-of-a-kind experience of magic, 
illusion and mystery. The Samuel Slater Experience will be hosting a 
historical magic show by award-winning Professor D.R. Schreiber, the 
Historical Conjurer, on Friday, July 3rd, 2026 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $16 
per person.

As the Historical Conjurer, Professor D.R. Schreiber evokes the 
spirit of early magical performances and brings parlor magic back to 
the public. In the 18th century, conjuring (as magic was called then) 
emerged as a genuine art form and entertainment. Known as “profes-
sors of natural philosophy”, magicians would rent taverns, legitimate 
theaters or lecture halls for the exhibition and displays of legerdemain, 
necromancy, or what would today be called “illusion” and “magic 
tricks.” Top dollar would be paid by the citizens of Europe to see the 
latest discoveries in the science of “natural philosophy” presented by 
these conjurers. Today, Professor D.R. Schreiber presents an historic 
look at the beginnings of modern magic in his performances and 
exhibitions. Professor D.R. Schreiber leads his audiences on a stroll 
through the past centuries of conjuring entertainment. His unique 
presentations entertain while educating the audience about historical 
events, literary and cultural figures, and the science and art of conjur-
ing.

The Samuel Slater Experience will be closing at 2:30 p.m. on July 
3, to accommodate this special performance. Please purchase tickets 
online, at the box office, or by calling 508-461-2955. Buy both museum 
admission for Friday, June 3 and performance tickets for a discount. 
Email admin@samuelslaterexperience.org with any questions. The per-
formance will be held at the Samuel Slater Experience, 31 Ray Street, 
Webster, MA.

Auburn’s Summer in 
the Park Concerts

The Summer in the Park Concert Series takes place at the Riley-
Pappas Performance Pavilion at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas 
Recreation Complex at 203.5 Pakachoag St. in Auburn.

Performances during the summer are on Thursday nights from 6-8 
p.m. Rain dates are for the following Tuesday from 6-8 p.m.

2026 Concert Listing, July – September
• July 9 - Boys Gone Wild (80’s Rock Tribute)
• July 16 - The Brat Pack (80’s Tribute)
• July 23 - XS Band (Motown to Top 40)
• July 30 - She’s Busy (Classic Rock)
• August 6 - Dock 10 (70’s and 80’s)
• August 13 - Below Deck (Yacht Rock)
• August 20 - 4EverFab (Beatle’s Tribute)
• August 27 - Aquanett (80’s Rock)
• September 3 - Petty Larceny (Tom Petty Tribute)
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org

Rachel Burton of Manchester, Vermont
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

The New England vampire 
scare that took place in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries is widely known in some 
parts of the region. Public aware-
ness of this strange time in New 
England history has grown with 
books, documentaries, movies on 
the subject. Some historians claim 
the panic and its related attempts 
to curtail the creatures of the night 
took place even into the twentieth 
century.

The first known recorded vam-
pire case occurred in Willington, 
Connecticut in 1784. The case of 
Rachel Burton of Manchester, Ver-
mont, took place nine years later 
and is one of the earliest recorded 
cases in the region.

In 1789, Captain Isaac Burton 
married Rachel Harris. She was a 
strikingly beautiful woman with 
a charming personality. About a 
year into their marriage, her health 
began to rapidly decline, and she 
grew more ill with each passing 
day. She was soon diagnosed with 
consumption (tuberculosis), which 
took her to her grave.

Within a short time following 
Rachel’s death, the captain married 

his second wife, Hulda Powell. She, 
too, was a good-looking woman 
with an affable nature. Soon, 
however, Hulda began to show 
symptoms of the same dreaded 
affliction that took Isaac’s first wife. 
Hulda’s strength and vigor were 
waning fast, and something had to 
be done without delay. 

It was then that a strange belief 
took hold of the family and friends 
of Captain Burton. Based on 
other stories they had heard, they 
concluded that the first wife was 
coming back from the grave and 
feeding on the lifeblood of Hulda. 
Perhaps it was revenge for the 
captain remarrying so quickly, or 
it was, more likely, the work of a 
vampire. The word vampire was 
not used at the time. The dead were 
not thought to rise from the grave 
in the dark bowers of the night. It 
was their spirit or ghost that would 
leave the tomb and prey upon the 
living, then return to nourish the 
body that lay in repose. As long as 
the body remained in whole within 
its grave, the spirit would continue 
to make its nightly rounds.

The townsfolk feared that it was 
Rachel’s spirit that was leaving 
the tomb and feeding upon Hulda 
before returning to the grave each 

morning. Family and friends 
pleaded that Rachel’s corpse 
must be disinterred and her vitals 
removed, then burned. This ritual, 
already practiced in a few other 
places in New England, would 
surely exorcise the demon that 
wreaked havoc upon the Burton 
family. 

In February 1793, residents 
gathered at Rachel’s grave and 
began the task of ridding the fam-
ily of its vampire. Rachel had been 
buried for three years when she 
was disinterred. It is reported that 
almost 1,000 people showed up 
for the gruesome event. Her vitals 
were cut out and taken to the forge 
of blacksmith Jacob Mead, where 
they were reduced to ash. Timothy 
Mead, Jacob’s minister brother, 
blessed the remains in an attempt 
to purge the demon that was suck-
ing the life from Hulda. This form 
of medicine did not work, unfortu-
nately, as Hulda succumbed to the 
dreaded consumption on Septem-
ber 6, 1793.

In many similar cases around 
New England, the sick were given a 
concoction of medicine mixed with 
the ashes of the cremated organs. 
It is not recorded whether Hulda 
was administered such a potion 

to imbibe. Folklore and supersti-
tion played a vital part in the fear 
that gripped New England during 
this period. There was no cure for 
consumption, so when medicine 
failed, superstition took over, and 
several practices of exorcising sus-

pected vampires became common.
The ways of the New England 

vampire were strange, but not 
nearly as strange as the cures car-
ried out in hopes of eradicating 
their deadly “bite.”
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

MATTRESS SALE!

HUGE
KITCHEN

PACKAGE &
LAUNDRY
REBATES


