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6th Annual Franklin
Mike Crandall Blues
Fest on US 250th

By NaTarLee WEBB

The gloomy skies reflected the
somberness of the afternoon’s
Memorial Day ceremonies.
Townsfolk gathered on Frank-
lin’s Common to pay tribute
and honor to all who gave the
ultimate sacrifice - their lives.
Franklin’s Veterans Memorial
Walkway established in 2018,
eulogizes the 45 Franklin sol-
diers with granite columns in
honor and rememberance of
their mortal service. They sac-

—

By Juprra Dorato O’Gara

Scott Sebastian, President of
the Connecticut Blues Society
(CBS), was Mike Crandall’s
friend, and he feels it’s fitting
to have Franklin’s blues festival
named for him.

“He was just a great human
being, and he is extremely
missed,” says Sebastian, point-
ing out that Crandall “grew up

rificed their lives for America to
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hard. Everything he had he had

to struggle and scratch to get.”
Crandall, who would mentor

and support fellow blues artists,

Ed Peabody will kick off the
Franklin 4th July 4 show.

ciety, in fact, will have a booth
at the Franklin 4th celebration,

American Legion Post 75 Rifle
Squad. Their ceremonial salute
signifies that the soldier has been
properly cared for and can be hon-

made music his life, Sebastian
says, and “he died doing what
he loved, on stage.”

The Connecticut Blues So-

raising funds for the Mike Cran-
dall Scholarship Fund (https://
www.ctblues.org/MC-Scholar-
ship-Fund).

“Mike Crandall played this
festival and would help get
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Lorraine Kuney! scholarship going.” The Con-
necticut Blues Society, with
over 600 members and over

40 events a year, also holds an
annual blues fundraiser for the
scholarship, but Sebastian adds
he’s enjoyed playing in the festi-
val for several years and will be
singing with the Mike Crandall
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in all the previous Iranklin
Blues Festivals is Tom Retano,
friends with Crandall for about
24 years. Retano met Crandall
at the Berlin Blues Festival that
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give us the freedoms we enjoy
today:

Shortly after the Civil War
ended in 1868, the Grand Army
of the Republic (GAR) estab-
lished “Decoration Day” as a

Grand Marshal, Victor Pisini a
Korean War Veteran, gives a mov-
ing and profound speech. At 97,
Pisini says he still enjoys working
at his shoe store on Main Street he
established in 1952.

time for our nation to adorn
the graves of those mortally
wounded with flowers, prayers,
and respect. After WWII,
Decoration Day was commonly
called Memorial Day although
the name wasn’t officially
changed and made a federal
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holiday until 1971.

The skies were dark, the
mood was somber and the
honorable rituals of Memorial
Day galvanized all who gath-
ered. Master of Ceremonies,
TFranklin’s Veterans’ Service Of-
ficer Shannon Nesbitt smoothly
directed the day’s events. The
Parade Committee of 14 had
worked dilligently all year to
bring Memorial Day activities to
fruition.

The VFW Post 3402 and
American Legion Post 75, along
with their posse of veterans,
were a pivatol part of the day
exemplifing respect and honor
for soldiers who gave their lives
for us. Both Commanders spoke
on the importance of the day.

Franklin’s Scouting Troops
were another integral part of

Memorial Day observances.
Their contributions throughout
the day were conducted with
reverence and pride.

The Girl Scout Troop placed
wreaths they handmade upon
the war monuments located at
the beginning of the Veterans
Memorial Walkway. They also
placed wreaths at St. Mary’s and
Union Street cemetaries and at
Dean College’s Memorial.

The Boy Scouts raised the
Armed Forces Flags for all
branches of the military. The
Army, Navy, and Marine Corps
were established in 1775, the
Coast Guard in 1790, the Air
Torce in 1947, and the Space
Torce in 2019.

The Scouts also helped re-
place flags on the graves of
soldiers buried in Franklin’s

VFW member, Command Sergeant Major Herman Anderson, retired,
salutes as Commander Carruthers rings the ceremonial bell for each of
the 48 Franklin Veterans that left their earthly home this past year.

Commanders Dick Hynes of the American Legion Post 75 and Ernest
Carruthers of the VFW Post 3402 speaking on the importance of this
solemn day of remembrance.

cemeteries.

The recognition of every
TFranklin Veteran who left the
earth this year was an emotional
and poignant experience. VEW
Post 3402 Commander Ernest
Carruthers along with member
Herman Anderson, a retired
Army Command Sergeant
Major, fervently recognized the
48 Franklin Honorables with the
ringing of a bell and hand salute
for their service to our Country.

At 97 years young, Grand
Marshal and Korean War Vet-
eran Victor Pisini gave a moving
and profound speech on the
meaning of Memorial Day. He
stated that he “thanks God for
bringing him home.” After his
speech there was a resound-
ing clap of appreciation, not
once but twice. Victor owns

Pisini Shoe Shop in the heart of
TFranklin and remarked that he
still enjoys working at the store
he established 74 years ago. A
homegrown townie, he is truly a
man of honor and Franklinites
love him.

The Parade Committee
extends their gratitude “to all
Veterans, officials, organizations,
and individuals who participated
in our Memorial Day events. To
the Franklin Garden Club for
beautifying the Town Common,
to Allegra Printing for providing
our Parade Banner, to South
Coast Entertainment for provid-
ing sound, and to Franklin TV
for coordinating comprehensive
coverage.” The event is now
available for viewing on Iranklin
TV.

Town board and committee

vacancies anticipated

Franklin residents are encour-
aged to apply for upcoming va-
cancies on town boards.

Anticipated vacancies (as
of July 1) include Agricultural
Commission (2 Full, 2 Associ-

ate), Community Preservation
Committee (2-Citizen at Large),
Cultural Council 4 Full), Design
Review Commission, 4 (2 Full, 2
Associate), Finance Committee
(1 Full), Historical Commission,
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3 (1 Full, 2 Associate), Munici-
pal Affordable Housing Trust
(1 Full), Police Station Building
Committee (1Full).

All residents who are inter-
ested in getting more involved to

submit a volunteer application!
Applications can be found

here: https://franklinmaboards.

vt-s.net/newcaf.php.
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Ken Hamwey, in Memoriam

He wrote about the good

By JuprtH DoraTo O’GARA

Ken Hamwey never missed a
deadline, and he had a passion
for telling a good story. Getting
the word out about something
or someone inspirational, con-
veylng its importance, meant
the world to him. That kind
of drive, a level of investment
scarcely seen in the world today,
deserved your full attention. Our
Town Publishing didn’t just lose
a sportswriter when we lost Ken
Hamwey, we lost a lion-hearted
wordsmith who cared deeply
about the people he wrote
about, and their moments of
glory.

“Ken Hamwey was an amaz-
ing sportswriter and a consum-
mate professional,” said Jen
Schofield, owner of Our Town
Publishing, “He was someone I
truly enjoyed talking with, listen-
ing to his stories, and his passion
and dedication for covering high
school sports was unmatched.
He genuinely cared about the

athletes, teams, and communi-
ties he wrote about, which was
evident in his work.”

“Ken was very dedicated
in getting the stories,” added
Chuck Tashjian, who worked
with Ken for many years as
former publisher of Our Town
Publishing, “He went above and
beyond, especially with cham-
pionship games. He really loved
what he did. He loved writing,
and he loved sports.”

“He just cared about the kids.
If there was anything that stood
out about him it was his passion
for what he did ... He cared
so much about making every-
one look good, and that was
such a good trait, and the way
he’d remember things,” said
Bellingham High School Foot-
ball Coach Dan Haddad, who
added both he and Ken were
motivated by “love of the kids.”
Student athletes Ken inter-
viewed would tell the coach that
Mr. Hamwey was “probably the
nicest guy I've ever met.”

“What was unique about Ken
was how he wanted to learn
about me personally and what
life experiences led me to where
I am rather than other reporters
who would just ask about jobs
and responsibilities listed on a
resume,” says Bellingham Town
Administrator Joseph Laydon,
who says he truly appreciated
this approach in Ken’s regular
Municipal Spotlight column for
the Bellingham Bulletin.

Just 24 in 1967 when he en-
tered the field of journalism,
the young graduate of Natick
High and Babson College began
his career at Framingham News,
now known as the MetroWest
Daily News, covering the small-
town beat of Millis. Ken would
get the opportunity of a life-
time a year later; covering the
Celtics’ defeat of the 76ers in
Philadelphia to win the Eastern
conference one day after Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was as-
sassinated. In a lifelong story of
his own he’d often tell, the late,

great Celtics coach and general
manager, Red Auerbach, in fact,
held up the press corps bus so
young Ken could call in that
story. Ken would move on in
1973 to the Pulitzer Prize win-
ning Providence Journal, and after
35-plus years as the Night Sports
Editor, he received a citation
from the Rhode Island State
Senate honoring his excellence
as a journalist.

For many years, Ken would
follow the trajectory of local
sports heroes’ stories in a Me-
troWest Daily News column called
“Yesterday’s Heroes.” In semi-
retirement, Ken would continue
to cover high school sports for
local papers such as Bellingham
Bulletin and Local Town Pages pa-
pers.

Ken was immensely proud of
the recognition he received for
his efforts. He was inducted into
the Millis Athletic Hall of Fame
in March 2022, and later, into
the Bellingham Athletic Hall of
Fame, and the Massachusetts
Interscholastic Athletic Associa-
tion selected him for its Distin-
guished Friend Award in 2010.

Ken Hamwey
October 14, 1943 - May 25, 2026

“High school sports lost a
legendary storyteller with the
passing of Ken Hamwey,” wrote
Millis Athletics on X, “For
nearly six decades, Ken dedi-
cated his life to highlighting the
achievements of local student-
athletes, beginning with his
very first varsity football story
in Millis back in 1967.” Dover
Sherborn Basketball also lauded
his “passion and dedication for

HAMWEY
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July 2026 VSO newsletter notes

There will be NO VET-
ERANS COFFEE SOCIAL
IN JULY. The next Social will
be on Wednesday, August 5 at
10 a.m. at the Senior Center
Café. We will recognize Franklin
Purple Heart recipients that day.
All Veterans are invited!

There will be NO VETER-
ANS COUNCIL MEETING
IN JULY. The next Council
meeting will be on Thursday,
August 20 at 7 p.m. at the
Senior Center. Any Franklin
resident interested in Veterans’
activities is welcome to join the

Veterans’ Council.

TUNE IT OUT GUITAR
LESSONS FOR VETERANS
WILL NOT MEET IN JULY
AND AUGUST. Classes will
resume on Tuesday, September
15 with an Open House at 5:30
p-m. at the Senior Center. Any
Veteran interested in learning
more about guitar lessons is
welcome! There is no fee for
lessons, and we provide guitars!
Call our office for details.

WARRIOR WITHIN
YOGA CLASS FOR VET-
ERANS AND FIRST RE-
SPONDERS WILL NOT
MEET IN JULY AND AU-
GUST. Stay tuned for updates!

July 27 — National Korean
War Armistice Day — ob-
served annually to commemo-
rate the signing of the Korean
Armistice Agreement on July 27,
1953, which brought an end to
the active fighting of the Korean
War. More than 35,000 U.S.
Service members lost their lives
during this conflict.

Purple Hearts - Please let
our office know if you or a fam-
ily member (residing in Franklin)
is a Purple Heart recipient, and
we will add them to our data-
base. National Purple Heart
Day is celebrated on August 7
every year. The Purple Heart is
a distinguished military decora-
tion awarded in the name of
the President to those who
have been wounded or killed
while serving in the U.S. Armed
Torces.

Veterans Memorial Walk-
way - The next engraved brick
installation will be in November

to coincide with Veterans’ Day.
Veterans need not be from
Franklin to be honored with a
brick. All members of the U.S.
military are eligible. Brick order
forms are available in the Town
Hall and Senior Center lobbies
and on the Veterans’ Services
page on the Town website.
Please visit our webpage
at: https://www.franklinma.
gov/335/Veterans-Services to
learn more about Franklin Vet-
erans’ Services.

BLUES FEST

continued from page 1

he ran in Connecticut.

“(Mike) played every other
year and was also master of
ceremonies for a lot of the Con-
necticut Blues Society events,”
says Retano. Three times, he
says, Grandall won the CBS
Memphis Challenge, where he
got to go play in Mempbhis, TN.
“We traveled together, and we

worked a lot together. He was
also a carpenter by trade, the
hardest working person I ever
met in my life,” says Retano,
“He worked hard himself, and
he pushed everyone else ... His
band members have an im-
mense amount of respect for
him.”

The Franklin Mike Crandall
Blues Festival this year takes
place exactly on the nation’s
250th birthday. See the entire
schedule of Iranklin 4th events

below. For more information or
to donate, visit www.franklin4th.
com. You can also support

this annual celebration by
franklin4th to (508) 501-7173.

Wednesday, July 1

Carnival Hours: 6-10, Wrist
bands: 6-10, Music: 6-10

6 p.m.: Ricky Brennan, Jr, 8
p-m.: GQ & The Lady, a musi-
cally diverse dance band with
versatile and dynamic lead fe-
male vocalists

L.okal
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From concept to completion, we
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Why Choose
Lokal Construction?
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* Reliable, professional & detail-oriented
* Clean & modern workmanship
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Thursday, July 2

Carnival Hours: 6-10, Wrist
bands: 6-10, Music: 6-10, Fire-
works: 10

6 p.m.: Garden of Hedon,

a 70s-influenced psychedelic
blues-rock band.

7:15 p.m.: Ozzie Tribute
Band

8:30 p.m.: The Zajac Broth-
ers, features songwriter Tyler
Zajac and his brother Matthew
on drums

Friday July 3

Carnival Hours: 12-10, Wrist
bands: 12-5, MEGAPASS: 12-
10, Music: 12-10

12 p.m., Two Guys Who Like
Sharks, acoustic rock with driv-
ing bass lines

1:30 p.m., Midnight Ride,
high-energy rock from 60s to
90s

3 p.m., George Cross Project,
a unique blend of ‘East Coast
Blues’

4:30 p.m., Attleboro School of
Rock, a leader in performance-
based music education

6:30 p.m., Full Circle, a five-
piece Rock & Roll dance band

8 p.m., Jeft Pitchell, an Ameri-
can singer, songwriter, guitarist
and recording artist

Saturday, July 4

12-10 p.m. Mike Crandall
Franklin Blues Festival: Local,
National and International

Blues Artists perform and pay
tribute to Mike Crandall and his
music.

12 p.m.: Ed Peabody & The
Big Blue Thang

1:15 p.m.: Cliff Taylor & The
Undertakers

2:30 p.m.: Neal & The Vipers

3:45 p.m.: Mike Crandall
Tribute Band

5 p.m.: Sugar Ray & The
Bluetones

6:15 p.m.: Carl Ricci & 706
Union Ave.

7:30 p.m.: The Darrell Nu-
lisch Band

8:45 p.m.: Richiman &
Groove Nice

Carnival Hours: 12-10,
Wrist bands, 12-5, MEGAPASS:
12-10 , Music: 12-10

Sunday, July 5

Carnival Hours: 12-6, Wrist
bands: 12-4, MEGAPASS: 12-6,
Music: 12-6

12 p.m.: Jamie Barrett, a be-
loved Franklin singer, songwriter,
guitarist and teacher

1:15 p.m.: Padula Family
Band, Iranklin’s own performs
timeless jazz standards and the
sounds of blues

2:30 p.m.: David Fields Band
with Special Guest Diane Blue

4 p.m., Beantown Swing
Orchestra, distinct big band
sound recognized by generations
worldwide

CALL Felicia: 781-856-5271

OR EMAIL: feesh59@yahoo.com
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Franklin Town Hall: Community Highlights & Updates

Town of Franklin FY27
Budget Approved, Continu-
ing Investments without
an Override or New Tax
Increase

The Town of Franklin’s Fiscal
Year 2027 (FY27) Budget has
been approved, continuing the
Town’s commitment to respon-
sible financial planning while
maintaining the services and
investments residents rely on
every day.

The balanced FY27 Budget
was achieved without an over-
ride, tax increase, or new rate in-
crease. The budget supports key
community priorities, including
education, public safety, public
works, infrastructure improve-
ments, parks and recreation, and
municipal services.

To help residents better un-
derstand how local tax dollars
support services and invest-
ments throughout the commu-
nity, the Town has prepared a
two-page FY27 Budget Snap-
shot & Summary.

View the FY27 Budget Snap-
shot & Summary: https://
tinyurl.com/FY27BudgetSnap-
shot
Franklin Health Depart-
ment Launches Women’s
Health & Preventive Care
Survey

The Iranklin Health Depart-
ment has launched a community
survey for women in Franklin
to better understand access to
and use of preventive women’s
health services.

The survey will help identify

community needs, barriers

to care, and opportunities to
strengthen local health resources
and programs for women.

Women who live in Franklin
are encouraged to participate
and share their feedback. Re-
sponses will help guide future
public health initiatives and
improve services available within
the community.

The Franklin Women’s Health
& Preventive Care Survey is
available online at: https://
tinyurl.com/IranklinWomen-
sHealthSurvey

Explore Career Oppor-
tunities with the Town of
Franklin

The Town of Franklin is cur-
rently seeking qualified candi-

dates for several employment
opportunities across municipal
government. Open positions
include Deputy Town Admin-
istrator, Patrol Officer, ERP
Systems Analyst, and Adminis-
trative Assistant.

These roles offer the opportu-
nity to contribute to the delivery
of essential public services while
supporting the Town’s ongoing
commitment to excellence, inno-
vation, and community service.

Interested applicants can
learn more about each position,
including qualifications and
application requirements, by
visiting the Town’s employment
webpage at www.franklinma.

gov/228/job-opportunities

Stay Informed: Franklin

First Newsletter & Town
Updates

Residents are encouraged to
stay up to date with Town news,
highlights, and important an-
nouncements by reading the
monthly Franklin First Newslet-
ter. The newsletter features key
updates, community highlights,
and information on upcoming
events and initiatives.

Read the latest edition:
www.franklinma.gov/1139/
Franklin-First-Newsletter

Subscribe for Town news
and announcements:

https://tinyurl.com/Iranklin-
NewsandAnnouncements

Residents can also follow
the Town of Franklin on social
media for timely updates, re-
minders, and community news.

Franklin church bell to Join National Ceremony on July 4

The invitation reads: “The
National Bell Festival invites bells
and bell towers across America
to ring out together on Indepen-
dence Day, creating a canopy of
sound over our nation.”

At 2:50 p.m. on July 4, 2026,

bells in the eastern time zone

VETERAN OWNED

Coin/Collection
Appraisals &
Liquidations

(that’s us) will peal thirteen times
(once for each of the original
thirteen colonies/states.) States
in more western times zones
will ring at 1:40, 2:50, etc. so
“the canopy of sound” will be
simultaneous across the country,
including Alaska where it will be

| Have Coins & Collectibles

10:50 AM and Hawaii where it
will be 9:50 or 8:50 a.m.

The Franklin Federated
Church, the church on the south
side of Franklin’s common and
the town’s first church, will con-
tribute to this wonderful, unified
sound with Steve Kinson as our

bell ringer. Thank you, Steve.
Since Steve will be inside,
invisible as he pulls the rope
to ring our bell, we will gather
below the bell tower (between
the church building and the
parsonage) to make our church’s
participation visible.
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Collectible
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This 1s a joyous, non-political
way to celebrate our country’s
250th birthday.

Franklin Federated Church is
located at 171 Main St., Franklin.
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Unearthing history - Central New England Relic Hunters

By Juprta Dorato O’GARA

Isit a trinket or is it a trea-
sure? With the new friends
they’ve made, the knowledge
they’ve gained, and the chance
to spend a lot of time out in the
natural world, Jim Riendeau
and Joe Bustamonte have cer-
tainly stumbled upon a priceless
gold mine. In January, the two
brothers-in-law; Bellingham
residents, started a regional
metal detecting club, Central
New England Relic Hunters,
that meets at the Bellingham
Sportsman Club every second
Monday, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Each month, they show off what
they’ve found, vote on their
favorites, hold a raffle and even
conduct a food drive for Loaves
& Fishes Pantry in Bellingham.
To date, over 49 “detectorists”
have joined, some local, and
some from places as far as New
Hampshire and Connecticut.

“It 1s such a really cool hobby:.
It’s lots of fun and great peo-
ple,” says Riendeau, who got his
brother-in-law Joe, president of
the club, hooked on the hobby.
The group, says Riendeau, has
found relics and coins from
around the area, involving his-
torical societies and the local
coin shops in identifying finds.
One member, he says, “found a
coin worth over $50K (an Oak

Tree Shilling, a very valuable
and rare coin minted in Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony issued from
1660 to 1667, according to Nu-
mismatic Guaranty Company
NGC®, www.ngccoin.com), and
we also have found some George
Washington buttons (made for
Washington’s inauguration in
1789), worth around $5K.”

The value is beside the point
for many, however, says Rien-
deau. “We all do it for the love
of history of what we find and
also the history of the towns we
find stuff'in,” he says.

The group conducts about
three or four outings together
each year, careful to be sure to
get permission, to pick up trash
along the way, and to leave no
trace of digging. The effort is
worth the occasional brush with
poison 1vy.

On their first outing this year
in Wellesley, John Silva, of Attle-
boro, found a Mexico Colony
Spanish 8 Real, minted when
Mexico was a Spanish colony
(https://bullionexchanges.com).

There’s more to it than just
wandering around waiting for
machines to beep. Bustamonte
explains the detectorists will
drive around and look for stone
walls in historic areas.

“That’s all boundary lines, so
you go onto the old maps, and

Members of Cental New England Relic hunters meet monthly in Bellingham, but go on group outings a few
times a year. Here they are at Wellesley Town Forest. Photo courtesy of Joe Bustamonte.

you try to research what was
there 100 years ago, 200 years
ago. It’s a lot of checking war
sites, Puritans, colonists.”

Buried metal objects turn up
in unlikely spaces, he says, “You
never know where you’ll find it.
You don’t’ know if there was a
horse rider and it fell out of his
pocket.”

A simple beep from the metal
detector opens up a meander-
ing path of investigation. The
items found may be historic in
nature, but modern technology
plays a big role in identifying
both sites to search as well as the
unearthed finds.

Thermostats

Thermometers

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

© &

Please contact your local Board of Health or
Department of Public Works for information
on where to safely dispose of these items.

Mercury Switches

=
2
=
7
=

Fluorescent
Lamps

SPONSORED BY

Ih WASTE
* INNOVATIONS

“If 1t’s public, we research
(the land) through apps,” says
Bustamonte, adding, “We do a
lot of computer work.”

Oxford resident Robin Ri-
vera, who’s pursued this hobby
for about 16 years, explains the
apps use LiDAR (Light Detec-
tion and Ranging), which uses
pulsed laser light to produce 3D
information about an area. “We
use it in grayscale. It shows you
indentations in the land, so if
there is an old foundation in the
middle of the woods, you’re apt
to see a black square there.”

Rivera, who lives behind his-
torical Main Street in Oxford,
has had the opportunity to metal
detect some of her neighbor’s
properties for years. She recently
found a small metal bird, and
after researching, she discovered
it was a sewing bird women used
in the 1850s to hold fabric onto
the sewing table, so their hands
could be free.

Most of the items Rivera finds
on the private properties the
owners don’t want, but in one

case in which the property was
owned by successive genera-
tions of a family, Rivera found
a pocket watch. The property
owner was able to find an old
photo of an ancestor with that
watch, so that item still remains
with the family.

Many in the club enjoy it so
much they join several metal de-
tecting clubs. Marty Conceicao,
of Carver, is one of them. He
joined this one to meet new peo-
ple interested in metal detecting,
“and to metal detect areas I
haven’t done before.” His friend,
Steve Hassell, of Brockton, also
belongs to a few clubs. “It’s a fun
time to be out and great people,
“ says Hassell.

Bustamonte concurs, say-
ing the club is about “Friend-
ships, laughter, and amazing
finds. We’re bringing history
back to life, one hole at a time.”

Tind out more about Central
New England Relic Hunters or
reach out to them on their pub-
lic Facebook page.

Are you looking for a job with school hours

and the school schedule?
We have the job for you!

The Medfield Foodservice Department is

now hiring! Substitute worker positions

available with flexible hours, as well as
full time, benefited positions.

For more information please contact:

Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net
or 508-242-8897
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3rd Annual Franklin PorchFest
Draws Hundreds

It was hot! The music, that is. Well, okay, the weather was
hot, too, but air quality warnings don’t stop Franklin resi-
dents from rocking on! Franklin Porchfest 2026 was a great
day for the many folks who comprised great audiences for
the 50 bands that took part at 32 locations around town.

Save the Date! PorchFest 2027 is scheduled for Saturday,
June 5, 2027. Visit https:/ /franklin.porchfest.info for more

information.

REGATTA
£ POINT

Planning a company outing,
employee appreciation day,
or summer celebration?

Regatta Point at Hopkinton State Park
has everything your team needs!

With 60+ years of experience,

our certified professionals handle the

details so you can enjoy the day.

Clockwise from top left: On the other side
of town, cars lined Hunter’s Run Road to
catch Slack Tide’s driveway show; Rick
Smyth'’s relaxed tunes made an excellent
backdrop for Lincoln Street neighbors to
catch up; Groovestone delighted this writ-
er with a Bill Withers’ cover on the Com-
mon!; Critical Mass drew a crowd on Main
Street. Photos by Judith Dorato O’Gara

Reward YourEmployees W|th a SAFE & FUN
Company Outing at Hopkinton State Park

B EVERYTHING YOUR COMPANY NEEDS FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY OUT—
~ e Kayaking, canoeing & paddleboarding ¢ Pedal boating * Sailboat excursions with certified staff
* Volleyball, cornhole & horseshoes ¢ Beach, trails & hiking * Optional catered lunch

Limited Summer 2026
Weekday Dates
Only 2 Outings
Scheduled per Week

RAIN POLICY: If weather impacts
your outing we will rebook
within one week at no charge.

Trusted Safety Standards

* CPR & First Aid certified staff

* Nationally certified boating
safety credentials

* Full compliance with state &
national boating standards

HAMWEY
continued from page 5

covering sports in our area...
RIP”

Ken Hamwey once told Dan
Haddad, “T want to write about
the good.”

In his own life, Hamwey, the
beloved hushand for 36 years of
Pauline A. (Allard) Hamwey and
the late Martha (Loan) Hamwey,

In 2010, Ken received the
Massachusetts Interscholastic
Athletic Association (MIAA)
Distinguished Friend Award.

and the loving father of Travis
M. Hamwey and his wife, Katie,
aspired himself to be the best
person he could be, volunteer-
ing time as a coach and library
trustee, devoting himself to his
faith, and valuing each indi-
vidual with whom he interacted.
He once told me how much it
meant to him that his coverage
of young athletes might help
them make it into college. He
had an energy that drove him
to weave a story of pride and
potential that would shine a
light on and lift up his subject.
He offered such respect that you
wanted to rise to be worthy of it.
“Ken was kind, depend-
able, and always willing to go
above and beyond. Even shortly
before his passing, while bat-
tling illness and facing deadline
pressure, he completed his last
three stories—a testament to
his remarkable work ethic and
commitment to journalism,”
said Schofield, adding, “He
was a one-of-a-kind colleague
and friend, who will be deeply
missed by everyone in his Our
Town Publishing family. His
legacy will live on through the
countless stories he told and the
many lives he touched.”

EMPLOYEES Tired of the same old company BBQ? Tear this out and leave it on your boss S desk'

Visit us online to get a free quote & reserve your date!

RegattaPoint.org/company-outings-hopkinton

Outings@regattapoint.org

508.757.2140
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Scenes from the 2026 Strawberry Stroll |

The 22nd Annual Strawberry .
Stroll took place on the very
warm evening of Friday, June
12, 2026. Strollers lingered
in humidity as they greeted
neighbors, enjoyed music, per-
formance, games and giveaways
as evening crept in. Rain date
1s Saturday June 13 from 4 to
8 p.m. The event expanded up
Main Street to Dean College
and Franklin Public Library.

Sponsors included:

Strawberry Stroll organizer
Franklin Downtown Partnership

el S ST T e . SRt x . ﬁ

Clockwise from above left: Evelyn Rossing dressed in the spirit of the day and was happy to get her shortcakes! ; Young dancers from the Feet
in Motion School of Dance took turns performing for the crowd by the MyFM 101.3 booth; The Desi Swag Queens brought their colorful perfor-

is grateful for the generosity of mance to the library area; Dean Bank’s staff in front served delicious shortcakes with fresh strawberries donated and cut by Dean College. Photos
their sponsors: by J.D. O’Gara. Dean Bank photo used courtesy of Franklin Downtown Partnership.
Platinum: Dean College; G & - T i
C Plumbing & Heating
Gold: Dean Bank; Middlesex
Savings Bank

Silver: Camford Property
Group, Inc.; Eagle Stainless
Tube & Fabrication; The En-
clave of Franklin; Fenton Finan-
cial Group; Franklin Kitchen
Center; Glen Meadow Apart-
ments- Schochet Companies;
Notturno Home Services; Si-
mon’s Furniture

Bronze: Chestnut Dental, Le-
afFilter Gutter Protection

-1D. O’Gara

Robert Roofing & Gutters

TTTEL I s a/EARS IN BUSINESS!

A ROOFER... X
NOT A SALESMAN

Roofing
Siding
Windows
Gutters

* Residential Rubber Ry | EE—— = |
* Flat Roofs EE'!!%IIEEE Certairifeed H FREE ESTIMATES

FINANCING AVAILABLE SER LICENSED & INSURED

www.robertroofingandgutters.com ¢ Rgreene465@gmail.com
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Your Money, Your Independence

Ignore at your peril: Why fund a Trump Account for your child

Glenn Brown, CFP

Save yourself the political
angst, as I'm going to educate as
a fiduciary on why you should
open and fund a Trump Ac-
count for your child. Let me
repeat: “educate as a fiduciary.”

Building generational wealth
via disciplined investment,
forward-thinking tax planning,
and unapologetic pragmatism
shouldn’t be partisan. Parents
and grandparents need to look
past political branding and
understand this financial op-
portunity starting July 4 through
the U.S. Treasury via IRS Form
4547, then deployed to major
nstitutions, including Schwab,
Fidelity, and Vanguard.

Reality Beyond Reels
Media outlets and social in-
fluencers are hyper-focused on
flashy elements: the narcissistic
naming, Michael Dell’s $6.25
billion gift, and the one-time

$1,000 newborn cash seed
funded by the U.S. government
for 2025-2028.

This noise has millions of
parents completely ignoring the
program, assuming their older
children aren’t eligible or out of
political disdain. What a massive
financial planning error.

The truth is any U.S. citizen
under 18 with an SSN qualifies
for a parent or grandparent es-
tablished Trump Account. The
real opportunity is investing up
to $5,000 annually tax-deferred,
which transitions directly into
a Traditional IRA in the child’s
name at age 18. Iree of spend-
ing restrictions, this comple-
ments a 529 plan.

Doing 10-year-old math

Say you have a 10-year-old
and max contribute $5,000 prior
to each December 31 deadline
until they turn 18. Your total
out-of-pocket investment over
those eight years is $40,000.

Treasury mandates require
these funds to be placed in di-
versified, low-fee index funds
mirroring benchmarks like the
S&P 500 (which has averaged
10.5% historical annual return
since its 1957 inception). Assum-
ing a 10% annualized return
over that eight-year window; this
10-year-old’s account grows to
$62,897 by age 18—meaning
$22,897 is investment growth.

The age-18 IRA handoff
At age 18, regulations dictate

1s a gxft {oRyoutS

you or any of your loved ones.

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect
your children, your home and all of your assets. As a seasoned
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477 | cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com | franklinlawgroupma.com

-

i Plannmg"’!«nﬂ preparmg your EstatéA

if &nd & gift to your.far{l’ﬂ

é

LIl

—

FRANKLIN LAW
GROUPMALLE

the account must transition
directly into a Traditional IRA
under the child’s control. Be-
cause your original $40,000 in
contributions was made with
after-tax dollars, it carries over
into that Traditional IRA as a
non-deductible basis, meaning
the principal can eventually be
withdrawn tax-free. Why is this
important?

The Roth conversion
strategy

Instead of leaving this IRA
to compound for a massive tax
bill down the road, the optimal
wealth-building move at age 18
1s a full Roth IRA conversion.
As a student entering adulthood
with little to no earned income,
they can exploit their standard
deductions and baseline federal
tax brackets to effectively neu-
tralize the conversion tax.

Due to pro-rata rules gov-
erning Roth conversions, your
18-year-old will owe ordinary in-
come taxes only on the converted
growth portion ($22,897) on their
own tax return, not yours.

Consider an 18-year-old Mas-
sachusetts student with zero per-
sonal income:

e Federal Tax: Standard
deduction shields the first
$16,100 of growth. The rest
falls into the 10% bracket, re-
sulting in a $§680 tax bill.

- State Tax: Massachusetts
applies its $4,400 personal
exemption, then levies its
flat 5% tax for a $925
obligation.

For §1,605 paid in taxes, this
Massachusetts 18-year-old has
converted the entire $62,897
into a Roth IRA. So, what

now?

A $3.4 million Roth IRA by
age 60

If this Roth IRA is left un-
touched to compound at 10%
annually with §0 further added,
the account will swell to over
$3.44 million by age 60—en-

tirely tax-free upon distribution.

The truth 1s $3.4M today
isn’t the same as $3.4M in 50
years. However, by demonstrat-
ing the power of compounding

through incremental invest-
ment, you lay the behavioral
foundation for your child to
keep saving and investing dur-
ing their career.

Ignore at your own peril, but
be prepared in 20 years for:
“Mom, Dad, what happened?
Why didn’t you choose to do
this?”

The opinions voiced in this mate-
rial are for general information only
and are not intended to provide specific
advice or recommendations for any
individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resi-
dent and owner of PlanDynamic,
LLC, www. PlanDynamic.com.
Glenn ts a_fee-only Certified Fi-
nancial Planner™ helping motivated
people take control of their planning
and investing, so they can balance
kids, aging parents and financial
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted
by our advertisers. The advertiser is
solely responsible for the content of

=

* % Wk x
Newsweek

\_ TheMaids

#o

HOUSE CLEANING |
BNk CUSTOMER SERVICE  /
wpdstatistas /S

Cleanin
Maid E

% %k K Kk

Certain trademarks used under license from The Procter & Gamble Company or its affiliates.

Call The Maids® to book your

Ultimate Healthy Home Service for Spring!

508-533-5350 | TheMaidsMedway.com

g
asy

\ When busy homes are filled with pets and kids, it's worth having a fast,
thorough team take care of everything. Whether you only want a few rooms
cleaned or the entire home, The Maids has different options to fit your budget.

this article.
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The b.LUXE beauty beat

Your Summer Beauty Capsule: less fuss, more fun

By GiNa WOELFEL

Summer has exactly zero pa-
tience for complicated beauty
routines. Neither do we!

That’s why we created the
b.LUXE Summer Beauty
Capsule, a collection of ser-
vices and products designed to
help you look polished and con-
fident all season long;

From low-maintenance hair
color and beach-proof lashes
to glowing skin and simplified
routines, we’ve rounded up our
warm-weather favorites.

Think of this as your cheat
sheet for an easier summer. Less
time getting ready. More time
enjoying everything that makes
summer, summer.

Lash Lift and Tint: the best
decision you'll make before
you hit the beach

No mascara. No smudging.
No standing in a beach bath-
room trying to fix what the
ocean already ruined. And no
going without the look of thick,
full lashes! A lash lift and tint
works with your natural lashes,
lifting, curling, and deepening
them so beautifully that you will
genuinely forget you are not
wearing a thing. Results last six
to eight weeks, which in sum-
mer math translates to basically
the whole season. It’s easy to
see why this service is a summer
staple for so many of our guests.

Brow Tint: five minutes, a
whole summer of payoff

Pair your lash lift and tint
with a brow tint and your face is
simply done for the day. Defined
brows have a remarkable way of
pulling everything together, and

this quick service delivers weeks
of low-maintenance payoff. It’s
quite possibly the most under-
rated five minutes you will ever
spend in the studio.

Waxing: because summer is
too short for shaving
Summer was made for spon-
taneous plans, not daily shaving,
Professional waxing offers weeks
of smooth skin without reaching
for a razor. Few services deliver
such a big payoff with so little
upkeep. Brows, lip, chin, arms,
legs, bikini, you name it. One
appointment and you're free to
enjoy every spontancous sundress
moment the season has in store.

Low Maintenance Hair Color:
sun kissed without the
upkeep

If your current color requires
a standing appointment every
few weeks, summer 1s gently sug-
gesting you reconsider. Balayage
and softly blended highlights
are everything warm weather
hair color should be: beautiful
on day one, even more beautiful
as they grow, and wonderfully
low demand. Our color special-
ists will work with your natural
tones to create something that
looks as though the sun itself did
the work (and only you’ll know
the truth!)

Air Dry Products: your blow
dryer has earned a vacation
Nobody should be standing

over a heat tool when it is 85
degrees outside. The right air
dry products change everything,
enhancing your natural texture,
taming frizz from humidity,

and turning what used to be a

frustrating hair day into a rather
good one. Wavy, curly, or some-
where wonderfully in between,
our stylists will match you with
exactly the right products and
send you home with simple tech-
niques that work. Your hair and
your sanity will both benefit.

The Power of 3 Facial with
dermaplaning: because your
skin deserves a moment

Our Power of 3 Facial is a
results-driven treatment that
combines dermaplaning, a cus-
tomized brightening peel, and a
soothing mask. Together, these
three services gently remove
dead skin cells, fine vellus hair,
and surface buildup that can
leave skin looking dull. Sun ex-
posure, humidity, and heat are
not exactly your complexion’s
best friends, making this treat-
ment the perfect summer reset.

The result? Smoother, fuzz-
free, radiant skin with no harsh
chemicals, no downtime, and
no discomfort. Even better, your
skincare products absorb more
effectively, helping you get the
most from your at-home routine.

If you’re curious about profes-
sional skincare but aren’t sure
where to begin, this is an excel-
lent place to start. Our skincare
team is always happy to answer
questions and help you find the
treatments that make the most
sense for your skin.

Tinted SPF by G.M. Collin:
never face the sun without it
If daily SPF is not already
part of your routine, we say this
with complete affection: it needs
to be! G.M. Collin’s tinted sun
protection is an award winning

»

@

_/ _

we’ve got your
summer beauty
capsule

industry favorite that earns every
bit of its reputation. It evens
your skin tone, softens imper-
fections, and protects you from
harmful rays all in one effortless
step. It’s the kind of product that
makes you wonder what you did
without it!

Ready to build your Summer
Beauty Capsule?

Your Summer Beauty Capsule
does not have to include every-
thing on this list. It just has to
include what works for you. And
the b.LUXE team is here to help.

If you’re not sure where to
start, our team is always happy
to help. Visit us at b. LUXE Hair
& Makeup Studio in Medway or
learn more at bluxe.com.

Because summer should be
spent making memories, not

standing in front of the mirror.
b.LUXE Hair and Makeup
Studio, Medway

Visit us at bLUXE.com or
call 508-321-1624

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submatted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

LUXE

Scan to visit
bLUXE.com

Historic happenings: Franklin Historical Museum

July 2026

Regular Hours: Saturdays 10-1,
Sundays 1-4

Admission is free but donations
are very appreciated.

Revolutionaries in White: A
Look across Three Centuries
of Bridal Fashion (Continuing
from June)

Brides didn’t always wear
white, but in the 19th cen-

tury, a number of factors
combined to make that the
preferred color choice. Today,
white remains dominant

for American brides as well

as for brides in many other
lands. Revolutionaries in
White will display gowns span-
ning from the 19th to the 21st
century, offering insights into
rapid social changes, with

groupings that include multi-
generational family gowns and
the unique 1946 Parachute
Dress with its spectacular 13-
foot train.

Sunday, July 12, Second
Sunday Speaker Series: "Look-
ing Back at Franklin’s 1976
Federal Bicentennial,” by Jim
Johnston.

Jim Johnston, a retired

Franklin history teacher

and author, was also deeply
involved with getting the
town’s 1976 Federal Bicenten-
nial celebration off the ground
and making sure it was suc-
cessful. The museum will show
some of its historic images of
the event and Jim, always an
entertaining speaker, will share
stories, kudos, and maybe a

few brickbats regarding the
town’s celebration of half-a-
century ago.

The Franklin Historical
Museum is located at 80 West
Central St., Franklin. Ques-
tions? Contact Alan Earls at
508-560-3786. Visit us on-
line, https://www.franklinmu-
seum1778.org.
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Santa Foundation
launches new
scholarship initiative

Introducing the Bob and Elaine Sullivan
Memorial Scholarship

The Santa Foundation is
proud to announce the launch
and administering of its newest
community initiative: The Bob
and Elaine Sullivan Memorial
Scholarship — a scholarship
program created to support
graduating high school seniors
who are pursuing careers dedi-
cated to helping others.

This newly established schol-
arship initiative honors the
legacy of Bob and Elaine Sul-
livan, whose lives reflected com-
passion, generosity, service, and
dedication to community. Their
commitment to helping others
inspired countless people and
continues to influence the values
at the heart of Santa Founda-
tion’s work today:.

Beginning in Spring 2027,
the Foundation plans to ad-
minister these scholarships to
graduating seniors who have
demonstrated community in-
volvement, compassion, and a
desire to pursue careers in fields
that support children, families,
and communities. Eligible areas

of study may include education,
healthcare, social work, mental
health, public service, nonprofit
leadership, and other helping
professions.

“We believe that investing
in young people who want to
make a difference creates long-
term positive change for our
entire community,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Pam Formosa,
from Santa Foundation. “This
scholarship is about more than
financial assistance — it is about
encouraging and recognizing
future helpers, caregivers, men-
tors, and community leaders.”

Community members, busi-
nesses, and supporters interested
in contributing to the scholar-
ship initiative may also donate
directly through the Founda-
tion’s website. www.sfjoy.org/
donate.

Tor more information about
the scholarship initiative, up-
coming fundraising events, or
ways to support the mission,
visit the Santa Foundation at
www.sfjoy.org.

 Personalized In-Homecare Services
e Companionship & Safety

dvanta g e
HOMECARE L— %
Comgussnon You can Trust.
are You Can Feel.

* Medication management and reminders ‘
e Lighthouse keeping ® Meal preparation
e Transportation & Errands ¢ Personal Care Assistance /

Call today for a Free care consultation.
Norfolk MA 02056-4001 | 857.445.1256 | www.advantagehcllc.org

Affordable.
Reliable.
Locally owned

Call for a tour:

508-528-3660

directorncp@verizon.net
http://www.norfolkcoop.org

Looking for a
preschool this fall
for ages 2.9 to 5?

We are the program for you!
Part day & all day programs!

N

gt_'ﬁ,_,\
Norfolk m\)

~ Cooperative
] Preschool

Christine Blue Lamb Toubeau
wins People’s Choice

The second annual exhibit
of the Franklin Art Associa-
tion’s, “Fakes & Forgeries Art
Show” closed with announc-
ing the winner of its People’s
Choice Award. The People’s
Choice Ribbon was won by
Franklin resident and artist
Christine Blue Lamb Tou-
beau. She rendered her ver-
sion of the famous, Johannes
Vermeer’s, “Girl with a Pearl
Earring” done in 1665. The
girl was shown this time with
contemporary clothing and
jewelry in today’s fashion and
this new version was titled,
“Material Girl with a Pearl
Earring.”

On June 6, the public was
asked to vote for their favorites
at the Franklin Historical Mu-
seum, open for the day. Art-
1sts had painted a work of an
honored art Master using their
own style and their own inter-
pretation for the new image.

This show is a successful
collaboration of both the
Franklin Art Association’s art-

ricot
Aplan ‘

BOUTIQUE

(508) 440 - 5004

Christine Blue Lamb Toubeau'’s rendition of “Material Girl with a Pearl
Earring” won People’s Choice. Photo used courtesy of Franklin Art As-

sociation

work from area artists and The
Franklin Historical Museum’s
building and facilities in which
to show the work.

The Franklin Art Associa-

920% off

one regular prlce item*
*valid through 7/31

tion will start its monthly art
demonstrations and pro-
grammed meetings again on

September 2nd.

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram
for updates of the newest arrivals

Store hours:
Mon - Sat: 11-5 Sun: 12-4

342 E. Central st. Franklin, MA 02038 ( next to Big Y)
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LIVING HEALTHY

Understanding macular degeneration:

Causes, symptoms, and new

treatment options

By RoGer M. KarLpawy, M.D.

What is macular
degeneration?

Age-related macular degen-
eration (AMD) is one of the
leading causes of vision loss in
adults over the age of 50. The
disease affects the macula, the
central portion of the retina re-
sponsible for sharp, detailed vi-
sion needed for reading, driving,
recognizing faces, and perform-
ing daily activities. Although
AMD usually does not cause
total blindness, it can signifi-
cantly impair central vision and
reduce independence and qual-
ity of life if not diagnosed and
treated early.

AMD develops from aging
changes within the retina com-
bined with genetic and envi-
ronmental factors. Over time,
retinal tissues become less effi-
cient at clearing waste products,

leading to deposits called drusen
beneath the retina. Several risk
factors increase the likelihood
of developing AMD, including
advancing age, family history,
smoking, high blood pressure,
high cholesterol, obesity, ultra-
violet light exposure, and poor
nutrition. Because early AMD
can progress silently, routine eye
examinations remain essential
for early detection.

Common symptoms of AMD
Patients with macular degen-
eration may experience blurred
central vision, distortion of
straight lines, difficulty read-
ing, trouble recognizing faces,
dark or empty areas in central
vision, reduced color sensitiv-
ity, or an increased need for
brighter lighting. Symptoms
may develop gradually or sud-
denly depending on the type of

UNDERSTANDING MACULAR DEGENERATION

AMD involved.

There are two primary forms
of AMD: wet macular degen-
eration and dry macular degen-
eration. Although both affect

Optical
Shop

On-Site

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.

508-528-3344

Shalin Zia, 0.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD - FRANKLIN

Saturday &

Donald L. Conn, 0.D.

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.
508-473-7939

EYE CENTER

NOW OFFERING PHOTOBIOMODULATION FOR THE
TREATMENT OF DRY MACULAR DEGENERATION.
CALL FOR INFORMATION.

NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES

Purvi Patel, 0.D.

After Hours
Available

Michael R. Adams, 0.D.

MEDFIELD OFFICE  SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
258 Main St.
508-528-3344

145 West St.
508-381-6040

THE MACULA

The macula is the part

of the retina responsible
for sharp, central vision
needed for everyday tasks
like reading and driving.

Macula

WET AMD

Caused by abnormal blocd vessals
that leak fluid or blood under the retina.
It can cause rapid vision loss but can
be treated with injections.

the same part of the retina,
they behave very differently
and require different treatment
approaches.

Wet macular degeneration:
the more serious form

Wet AMD is less common but
far more aggressive and danger-
ous. In wet AMD, abnormal
blood vessels grow beneath the
retina and leak blood or fluid
into the macula, causing rapid
and potentially permanent vi-
sion loss if treatment 1s delayed.
Patients may suddenly notice
wavy vision, blurred central vi-
sion, distortion, or dark spots
that worsen over days or weeks.
Because vision can deteriorate
quickly, wet AMD requires ur-
gent evaluation and treatment.

Fortunately, major advances in
retinal medicine have dramati-
cally improved outcomes for
patients with wet AMD through
the use of intravitreal injections.
These specialized medications
are injected directly into the eye
and work by reducing abnor-
mal blood vessel growth and
leakage. These treatments have
revolutionized wet AMD care
and have helped many patients
stabilize or even improve their
vision.

At Milford Franklin Eye
Center, patients with wet AMD
have access to advanced retinal
diagnostics and modern injec-
tion therapies using the latest
evidence-based treatments

TWO TYPES OF MACULAR DEGENERATION

DRY AMD

Caused by the gradual breakdown
of retinal cells over time. It is the
moast camman form and until now,
had no direct treatment.

available today. Early diagnosis
remains critical because time
equals vision.

Dry macular degeneration:
the most common form

Dry AMD accounts for ap-
proximately 85-90% of all cases
of macular degeneration and
progresses more slowly than the
wet form. In dry AMD, retinal
cells gradually deteriorate over
time, leading to progressive
central vision loss. Although it
1s generally less aggressive than
wet AMD, dry AMD can still
significantly affect quality of life
and independence.

Traditionally, ophthalmolo-
gists often had difficult conversa-
tions with patients diagnosed
with dry AMD because there
was no direct treatment avail-
able for the disease itself. Pa-
tients were commonly told,
“You have the dry form of
macular degeneration. Unfor-
tunately, there is no treatment
available.” While vitamins,
lifestyle modifications, smoking
cessation, and monitoring could
sometimes slow progression,
there historically has been little
available to directly target the
disease process.

A new breakthrough: PMB
therapy for dry AMD
That is now beginning to

EYES

continued on page 13
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Franklin Senior
Center Highlights

The Franklin Senior Center is
located at 10 Danzel McCahall St.,
Franklin. Reach them at (508)-520-
4945.

July is a fun month at the
Senior Center. Here are a few
exciting events!

Summer Concert Series!

On Monday nights at 7 p .m.,
bring a blanket or chair and
enjoy an outdoor concert!

July 13: Folk Rock & Blues

July 20: Southeastern Mass.

Community Concert Band

American Revolution History
Talk

Tuesday, July 14, 1:30 p.m.

A great way to celebrate our
nation’s 250th, come listen to
some facts presented by Dean
College history professor, Rob
Lawson.

Monthly Party-- America’s
250th Birthday BBQ) with The
Company Bees

Iriday, July 10, 11 a.m.

EYES
continued from page 12

change with the emergence of
PMB therapy, one of the most
exciting recent advances in
ophthalmology for dry macular
degeneration. PMB represents

a promising new treatment op-
tion that offers hope to patients
who previously had limited
choices beyond observation and
supportive care. This innova-
tive technology may help slow
disease progression and preserve
functional vision in patients with
dry AMD.

Milford Franklin Eye Center
is proud to be among the first
practices in Massachusetts to
offer PMB therapy and cur-
rently remains the only practice
in the area providing this ad-
vanced treatment option for dry
AMD patients. This reflects the
practice’s commitment to bring-
ing state-of-the-art retinal care
and innovative technology to the
community.

On-site retina specialty care

Milford Franklin Eye Center
is also proud to provide on-site
retina specialty care through Dr.
Alyse Richard, a highly trained
retina specialist dedicated to
the diagnosis and treatment of
retinal diseases including dry
and wet macular degeneration,
diabetic retinopathy, retinal
vascular disease, retinal tears,
and other complex retinal con-
ditions.

Dr. Richard combines ad-
vanced subspecialty expertise
with compassionate, patient-
centered care and is committed
to helping patients preserve
their vision using the latest
evidence-based treatments avail-
able today. Having on-site retina
specialty care allows patients to
receive comprehensive retinal
evaluations, advanced imag-
ing, injections, monitoring, and
ongoing treatment in one conve-
nient location.

Early evaluation can
preserve vision

Macular degeneration re-
mains one of the leading causes
of vision loss in older adults, but
advances in retinal care are rap-
idly transforming outcomes for
patients. Early evaluation and
treatment can make a meaning-
ful difference in preserving vi-
sion, maintaining independence,
and improving quality of life.

If you or a loved one has been
diagnosed with dry AMD, now
is the time to learn more about
this exciting breakthrough in
treatment. Patients are encour-
aged to contact Milford Iranklin
Eye Center for immediate ap-
pointments and second opinions
regarding this revolutionary new
technology that is changing the
future of dry macular degenera-
tion care.

For more detalils, see our ad
on page 12.

Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. "The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

Call Jen Schofield at

508-570-6544
to advertise today!

Healey-Driscoll administration launches
early career resource website

BOSTON, MA — The
Executive Office of Labor
and Workforce Development,
through the MassHire Depart-
ment of Career Services, today
announced the launch of Start
Your Career in MA, a new on-
line career resource designed
to support early-career jobseek-
ers and career changers with
state-supported career tools,
labor market information, job
search resources, and profes-
sional development opportuni-
ties through a single, centralized
resource designed to support
career exploration in Massachu-
setts.

Free weekly virtual workshops
will focus on resume writing,
interview tips, LinkedIn and
digital networking, soft skills,
and job search strategies. More
information on the workshops
plus career search tools can be
found at mass.gov/StartYour-
Career.

The initiative 1s aimed at sup-
porting early career jobseekers
and those changing careers as
they navigate the transition from

SALMON

HEALTH & RETIREMENT

education to employment and
help them better understand
opportunities across the state’s
labor market, including in-
demand industries, occupations,
and skills. This effort comes as
Massachusetts’ continues to see
strong workforce participation
and demand for talent across in-
dustries. The state’s labor force
participation rate among work-
ers ages 25-54 reached 86.7%,
its highest level in a decade, and
there were more than 229,000
active job postings statewide as
of May 2026. Both the web-
site and virtual webinar series
will introduce participants to
MassHire Career Centers and
additional workforce services
available across the Common-
wealth.

Webinar series coming up
include:

LinkedIn: Make Your Digital
First Impression Stand Out
Wednesday, July 15, 2026,
10-11 a.m.

Presented by MassHire Cape
& Islands, this workshop will
guide participants through

Life Changes. We're here to help.

Since 1952, SALMON Health & Retirement
has guided families through the challenges
of aging with care and compassion.

Our approach is designed to understand your
needs and guide your next step, whether that
means support at home or a supportive
lifestyle at one of our senior living campuses.

I

508-290-8062

building a strong LinkedIn
profile, expanding their net-
work, connecting with recruit-
ers and hiring managers, and
searching for jobs on the plat-
form. https://tinyurl.com/digi-
talimpression

Soft Skills for Job Search:
Why They Matter
Wednesday, July 22, 2026,
10-11 am.

Presented by MassHire Metro
North, this session will help
participants understand how
communication, reliability, pro-
fessionalism, adaptability, team-
work, and accountability can
SUpport success in interviews
and in the workplace. https://
tinyurl.com/standoutsoftskills

Early-career jobseekers and
career changers are encouraged
to visit mass.gov/ StartYourCa-
reer to explore career resources,
upcoming workshops, labor
market information, and job
search tools. Additional employ-
ment, training, and resources
through the MassHire network
at mass.gov/MassHire.

Contact our
Advisory Center
for a free,
no-obligation
consultation.

advice@salmonhealth.com
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Summer cleanout is greener with Affordable Junk Removal

There are plenty of reasons
to call a junk removal service.
Maybe walking through your
basement has gotten difficult
or there is no more room in the
attic? Perhaps you are planning
to move, and you need to de-
clutter before your open house?

Figuring out who to call can
be challenging. If you contact
one of the big haulers, they
route you to a phone center
where they’ve never even heard
of your town, plus their pricing
seems vague and full of extra
fees. No wonder you've let the
stuff pile up—it’s too much of a
hassle to get rid of it!

Or you can call Affordable
Junk Removal and let a local
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of every-
thing,

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2005. Back then, it was
just him and a beat-up pickup
truck taking small jobs and
working nights and weekends
when he could. As the years
rolled on, his business grew, but
his commitment to customer
service never wavered. Now
he’s got a staff of ten, along
with eight trucks, servicing east-
ern and central Massachusetts
and northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal

specializes in house and estate
cleanouts. If your garage, attic,
or office 1s overflowing with
stuff, take back your space and
let the pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have
handled it all. They've dis-
mantled above-ground pools,
hauled away ancient hot tubs,
taken down old fencing, and
stripped away worn carpet-
ing. They’ll come for a single
item, or they’ll clean out an
entire house. And they can take
almost anything. They can’t
accept hazardous materials,
brush, dirt, or concrete, but
everything else 1s fair game for
them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a
landfill—not if Jay can help it.
He first tries to either recycle
or donate items. Only after
he tries to repurpose items do
they end up at the transfer sta-
tion.

Working with Affordable
Junk Removal is simple. First,
you can load stuff yourself if
you want by renting a 15-cubic-
yard dumpster for a week and
chucking up to a ton of your
unwanted stuff. If you need to
get rid of more weight, then
Jay prorates that tonnage—you
never pay for what you don’t
use.

Business

sptlight |

If you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve
also got a driveway special
where they’ll take away a truck-
load of your unwanted things
if you pile it up. Or if you don’t
want to lift a finger, then you
can point at the items, and
the team will fill up their truck
and haul away your unwanted
things. However you do it,
you're left with more space and
more peace of mind.

Jay and his team beat the big
waste haulers on both price and
customer service. When you
call Affordable Junk Removal,
you aren’t connected to an
anonymous call center. Your
phone call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of pricing, Jay
1s upfront about it. His website
shows the truck sizes and prices,
SO you can save time knowing
your costs before you call for an
appointment. There aren’t any
hidden costs or surprise fees
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is
fully licensed and fully insured,

and they’ll treat your property
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving
commercial business, working
with contractors and roofers to
clear away debris and keep the
job site clean. They can even
handle commercial and resi-
dential emergencies with same-
day service.

Jay and his family are deeply
involved in the community. He
and his wife, Christine, run the
Corner Market restaurant in
Holliston. It’s not uncommon

for someone to reach Jay at the
restaurant, order a sandwich,
and then schedule a junk re-
moval appointment. Yes, the
local small business really can
handle everything!

Contact Affordable Junk
Removal and Dumpster Rental
and let a local small business
take care of everything for you.
Call Jay Schadler at 774-287-
1133 or visit us online at
AffordableJunkRemoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

State Rep. Jeffrey Roy announces passing

BOSTON — Wednesday, April
29, 2026 — State Rep,Jeffrey Roy
(D-Franklin) secured key funding
for Franklin and Medway when
the Massachusetts House of
Representatives passed its Fiscal
Year 2027 (FY27) budget this
past week. Funded at $63.41bil-
lion, the House’s F'Y27 budget
responds to the needs of resi-
dents, provides record support

for the Commonwealth’s cities
and towns, and among many
critical investments, includes
significant funding for educa-
tion, transportation, health care,
housing, and workforce develop-
ment.

Representative Roy’s Franklin
budget amendments include:

* $100,000 to the Franklin
Performing Arts Company

116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655

32 Hasting Street, Rte 16, Mendon
(508) 381-0249

43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

Don’t stand in line!

ONLINE ORDERING

AVAILABLE!

pmuffinhousecafe.com

Open Dally

i Receive 10% off any
: with this coupon
1
1

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises

F Expires 7-31-2026
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~ DOORDASH UBER EATS AND GRUB HUB
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FREE SMALL COFFEE

1
1
1
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon ;
1

* $100,000 to the SAFE Co-
alition

* $50,000 to the Franklin Food
Pantry

* $25,000 to the Franklin
Downtown Partnership

* $25,000 to the Franklin Cre-
ative Center for the Arts

The budget includes $10 bil-
lion in aid to cities and towns
across the Commonwealth, a

b (508) 647-0500

296 Washlngton Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655

COMING SOON
22 Washington Street, Canton

s ¥ ﬁ‘ﬁ

Breukfas@dgundﬁandwuhes

MG A,

Expires 7-31-2026

of House Budget FY27

$477 million increase from the
FY26 budget. This includes §2.7
billion for transportation and
education initiatives supported
through funding generated by
the Fair Share ballot initiative
that voters approved in No-
vember 2022, that established a
surtax of 4-percent on annual
income over $1 million.
Speaker Mariano and the

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVIGE

Shade Tree Pruning ¢ Tree Removal
Ornamental Tree Pruning
Bucket Truck Service
Call the certified arborists at

Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

The name you have trusted since 1984.
Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured

DESTITO
TREE SERVICES

House Committee on Ways &
Means introduced their I'Y27
budget proposal on April 15,
2026, following a review of the
Governor’s proposal and a series
of public hearings. The budget
passed the House of Represen-
tatives 149-9 and at press time
was headed to the Senate for
consideration.

Nicholas Destito
® 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com
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Franklin residents received over $2.6M in Mass Save
incentives last year

By GraypDON WEBB

Mass Save has released its
Annual Impact Report for
2025, and savings are in abun-
dance! For those unaware of
the program, Mass Save is a
collaborative effort between six
of the state’s energy providers -
including Eversource, National
Grid, Berkshire Gas, Cape Light
Compact, Liberty, and Unitil.
Each year, these companies
work with Mass Save to help
communities lower their elec-
tric and gas bills through eco-
friendly upgrades and overall
improvements that some may
overlook.

With the help of Mass Save
sponsors, residents received over
$3.6 billion in benefits in 2025,
through household changes
like weatherizing homes and
installing heat pumps. We spoke
with a representative from
Eversource - Energy Efficiency
Manager, Stephanie Terach - to
learn more about how these

incentives are helping local
communities, and how to take
advantage of such offers. “The
great thing is that it’s open to al-
most everyone,” Stephanie tells
us, “If you get a gas or electric
bill from one of these sponsors,
you're eligible!”

On each electric or gas bill,
customers pay mandatory en-
ergy cfficiency charges (EECs)
calculated based on use. EECs
are set at a specific level in the
proposed plans in cents-per-kilo-
watt-hour (or ¢/kWh) for elec-
tricity and dollars-per-therm (or
$/therm) for natural gas. Funds
collected from these EECs pay
for the majority of Mass Save
incentives, according to Mass.
gov.
As for Mass Save benefits
in residential homes, our local
community has seen a sig-
nificant amount of savings this
past year. Franklin alone re-
ceived a whopping $2,642,694
in Mass Save incentives with
Eversource, including both

electric ($1,236,552) and gas
($1,406,142). Eversource tells us
one of the easiest ways to save
money 1s by scheduling a Home
Energy Assessment, in which
the company examines a home
to locate any areas of improve-
ment. This could range from
finding a room that lacks insula-
tion to changing a showerhead
to something more energy effi-
cient. In many cases, Eversource
will provide these upgrades on
the spot, with no additional
charge.

It really is that easy, and with
Mass Save, these companies
have been able to provide towns
all across the state with efficient
energy-saving methods. “It’s not
just about residential homes,”
says Stephanie, “we have had
some local community parishes
participate... a popular restau-
rant chain... a New England-
based grocery store...” These
improvements can be something
as simple as lighting upgrades
to larger projects like insula-

tion and heating systems. With
the help of Mass Save spon-
sors, these businesses can make
energy efficiency a reality, all
the while saving money and re-
sources for their staff and other
tasks.

Even the smallest improve-
ments can lead to a more
energy- and cost-efficient life-
style. Eversource shared with
us that through their Demand
Response program, customers
last summer lowered electricity
consumption by 210 MW on the
hottest days — which is enough
energy to power over 100,000
homes. Their smart thermostats
help homes and businesses by
automatically shifting the heat-
ing/ cooling systems, in turn
saving their customers money
in energy costs. The sponsors of
Mass Save have helped count-
less members of the community
receive such improvements
and update their homes with
cheaper, cleaner solutions.

The goal of Eversource and

the sponsors of Mass Save is to
be as accessible to their com-
munity as possible. As Stephanie
puts it, “There isn’t one specific
Income or age requirement to
get started. We really want the
entire community to feel like
they can take advantage of this.”
Even low-income and moderate-
Income customers can receive
offers if they qualify for higher
incentives, which only helps
more with community outreach.
Both homeowners and renters
alike are eligible, as well.

So how can one get involved?
Well, there is a website — Mass-
Save.com — where one can get
more information on the brand
and its sponsors, as well as in-
quire about taking advantage
of the incentives. There is also a
telephone number: 1-866-527-
SAVE (7283), and of course, if
you are already a customer of
any Mass Save sponsor, they can
assist in connecting you to the
benefits of Mass Save.

Franklin 250 Team shares first logo and merch

FRANKLIN, Mass - Iranklin
250th Celebration Commit-
tee, formed in late 2025 by the
Town of Franklin to ready the

Y —

recent Strawberry Stroll.

The committee, composed
of 15 residents, has already set
dates for several celebratory
events in 2028, in-
cluding a parade and
fireworks in September
of 2028 and a gala
in early November.
Between now and
then, the committee is
pursuing a number of
fun and educational
initiatives and engag-

Franklin, MA « 1778

community to mark its first
“quarter millennia” as a town,
formally revealed its new logo

and fun merchandise at the most

SPA

ing with residents,
businesses, and com-
munity groups to help
make this 250th celebration
truly special.

Watch for Franklin 250 volun-
teers at other upcoming events

\TAN

—— CAR SERVICE —

AIRPORT SHUTTLE 4

| ———

508-733-1356

"t SPARTANCARSERVICE.C

HE METEOWEST AREA

including Watch Parties, Farm-
ers Market and at the town’s
Independence Day festivities on
the Common, July 1-5.

About Franklin 250

The Franklin 250th Anniver-
sary Celebration Committee
builds on the work of townspeo-
ple who came together in 1878,

1928, and 1978 (and 2003) to

commemorate important mile-

stones in the town’s life, to honor

the leadership and accomplish-
ments of the past, and to point
the way toward a vibrant future
for the state’s 221st town. Activi-
ties and events for all ages are
being planned. The seed funds

for the Committee came from
a state legislative earmark. All
other funding will be by volun-
tary contributions from citizens
and organizations who share a
commitment to honor the past
and build for the future. More
information can be found at

TFranklin250.org

PROTECT YOUR HOME NOW

7CaII WPC for Free Inspection & Outside Barrier

p— w
— £ T

-

CALL THE LOCAL
GUYS FIRST!

WPC Pest &
Termite Control

508-435-2211

nobugsnopests.com

- Don’t Tolerate
3z ELIMINATE!

iy e e

WPLC
SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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The college essay - let the student’s voice be heard!

Since I always have new read-
ers, I share this article every
year. It is my favorite -I love
reading words of wisdom from
the masters of admissions. How-
ever, this year I added a new
piece of advice about Al

Selecting a college essay topic
can become the most challeng-
ing aspect of the application
process. Students often search
for the perfect topic that is not
cliché, while feeling pressure to
create a fascinating story that
has never been told before. The
truth is, all stories have been
told before: the comeback after
a basketball injury, the mission
trip that changed your life, the
patience you showed while vaca-
tioning with 30 family members
in a small cabin with one bath-
room. The lesson is that there is
no one unique topic - they have
all been done.

Does this mean you should

settle for mediocrity? No. It does
mean that you need to differen-
tiate yourself by finding YOUR
voice, making sure it is heard,
and unveiling the fantastic and
authentic YOU in your story.

Here are a few tips from the
masters.

Al does not make you
authentic.

“...] guarantee that any essay
one writes with the help of Al'is
not going to be nearly as good
or authentic as one that an ap-
plicant composes on their own.
And, remember, we’re trying to
build a community of learners
who will contribute to the aca-
demic and social fabric here, so
we count on authenticity in the
application. Also, you are asked
to sign off on your application
verifying that the work 1s yours
alone.” Raren Richardson, Dean of
Admission at Princeton.

Just make sure that the story
you're telling is uniquely
YOURS.

“I believe everyone has a
story worth telling. Don’t feel
like you have to have had a
huge, life-changing, drama-
filled experience. Sometimes
the seemingly smallest moments
lead us to the biggest break-
throughs.” Maggie Schuh, high
school English teacher in St. Louis.

Tell a good story.

“Most people prefer reading
a good story over anything else.
So... tell a great story in your
essay. Worry less about provid-
ing as many details about you
as possible and more about
captivating the reader’s atten-
tion inside of a great narrative.
I read a great essay this year
where an applicant walked me
through the steps of meditation
and how your body responds

[

Happy 250th Ame/u;ca,./

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

! MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

AC - FURNACES. HEAT PUMPS « HOT WATER SYSTEMS - FUEL TANKS

Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More!
Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

196 West Central St., Natick « 508-653-5050 - 800-262-6462 - coanoil.com

NORFOLK 2%
COMMUNI

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

NEW MEMBER REFERRAL

Refer a new member who opens an account
and you’ll both receive a $50 Mobil Gas Card*

NEW LOAN REFERRAL

Refer a new borrower who finalizes a loan
and you’ll both receive a $100 Mobil Gas Card*

*Call our office for more details
(508) 528-3360
Or go to our website
www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

(508) 528-3360
18 Union Street, Suite 104, Norfolk, MA 02056
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Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of
College 101 Admissions Consultants

to it. Loved it.” Jeff Schiffman,
Director of Admussions at Tulane
Unwersity

Write like a journalist.

“The first few sentences must
capture the reader’s attention,
provide a gist of the story, and
give a sense of where the essay
1s heading. Think about any
article you've read - how do you
decide to read it? You read the
first few sentences and then de-
cide. The same goes for college
essays. A strong lead will place
your reader in the “accept”
mindset from the beginning of
the essay. A weak lead will have
your reader thinking “reject” -
a mindset from which it’s nearly
impossible to recover.” Brad
Schaller, MIT graduate and CEO of
Prompt

Write like you speak.

“You should use words and
phrases that you would actually
use in everyday conversation.
The most meaningful essays
are those where I feel like the
student 1s sitting next to me, just
talking to me”. Kum Struglinski,
admussions counselor from Vanderbult
Unwersity.

Read it aloud.

“Reading your essay aloud
1s the best way to corroborate
that your essay 1s revealing your
voice. Do you feel the emo-

Curie sﬂ:g Cmns

Buying your broken jewelry and coins. &

Make an appomtment'
CALL: 508- 958 9795 (

Located in Medway

tions? Is it a good story? Is the
reader learning something valu-
able about you? And, will the
admission reader say ‘yes, I can
see this student making a differ-
ence at our college’?” Tracy Sul-
lwan & Maryline Michel Kulewicz,
College 101 Admission Consultants

There are so many admis-
sion resources out there. I re-
ally enjoy reading Rick Clark’s
Georgia Tech Admission Blog
He 1s knowledgeable, honest,
and tells an engaging story.
Hint: elements of a good essay!

The college tips were para-
phrased from College Essay
Guys’s “35+ Best College Essay
Tips from College Applica-
tion Experts” plus “Navigating
College Applications with Al:
What Colleges Say + CEG’s
Advice to Students and Coun-
selors.”

College 101 Admissions Con-
sultants LLC. Website: www.
mycollege101.com. Email:
tracy@mycollege101.com.
Phone: 508-380-3845.

College 101 Admissions
Consultants LLC. Website:
www.mycollege101.com.
Email: tracy@mycollege101.
com. Phone: 508-380-3845.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
Sponsored articles are submutted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is
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this article.

At Curiosity Coins,
we offer a unique,
personalized
approach to jewelry
and coin sales. We
operate exclusively
by appointment,
ensuring that each of
our clients receives
dedicated, one-on-
one attention.
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Bellingham, Franklin Outdoor summer concert series

Police seek charges
following pursuit
through multiple
Communities

BELLINGHAM and
FRANKLIN, Mass.- On June
9, 2026, at approximately 8:52
a.m., Officer Dan Gavin at-
tempted to stop a blue Ford
Ranger on Pulaski Boulevard.
The vehicle is known to officers
as being commonly operated by
Dominick Revell, 54, of Frank-
lin. Revell, who has an extensive
criminal history, has several ac-
tive warrants for his arrest and a
revoked driver’s license.

The vehicle failed to stop,
and a pursuit ensued, continu-
ing into Franklin, where officers
from the Franklin Police Depart-
ment joined the effort. During
the pursuit, stop sticks were
successfully deployed on Grove
Street in Franklin, deflating the
vehicle’s passenger-side tires.

Despite the damage, the vehi-
cle continued traveling through
Franklin, briefly approaching
the Medway town line before
ultimately coming to a stop on
Pond Street in Franklin. During
the pursuit, the vehicle struck
several mailboxes. After stop-
ping, the operator exited the
vehicle and fled on foot. The
suspect jumped over a fence,
swam across a small river, and

continued into a wooded area.

Officers from the Bellingham
and Franklin Police Depart-
ments established a perimeter
and requested assistance from
regional K9 teams and drone
operators. K9 teams from the
Milford and Millis Police De-
partments responded to assist,
along with drone operators from
the Bellingham and Franklin Po-
lice Departments. Officers were
later able to locate the suspect
and arrest him.

The Bellingham Police De-
partment will be secking an ad-
ditional warrant charging Revell
with Failure to Stop for Police,
Reckless Operation, Operating
After Suspension, Speeding, and
multiple other motor vehicle
violations.

The Franklin Police Depart-
ment will be secking an addi-
tional warrant charging Revell
with several motor vehicle vio-
lations, including Leaving the
Scene of Property Damage and
Reckless Operation.

Revell appeared in Milford
District Court on June 10, or-
dered held on cash bail for two
counts but revoked bail in two
carlier cases.

at HCA

Thanks to sponsor Dell Tech-
nologies, Hopkinton Center for
the Arts (HCA) is once again of-
fering its summer concert series
on I'riday and Saturday nights
for the seventh year through July
in its outdoor amphitheater. You
only need your lawn chair, blan-
ket, and picnic basket to enjoy
an evening of rockin’ good
music. In case of inclement
weather, concerts will take place
in the HCA' air-conditioned
performance space.

In addition, HCA offers a
Sunday jazz series.

To make the arts more acces-
sible to all, these concerts are on

a pay-what-you-can basis, with a
suggested donation of $10-525.
Following are upcoming perfor-
mances this month:

Compaq Big Band, July 3,
2026, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Simmer Down, July 4, 2026,
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Summer Sunday Jazz: Nate
Aronow Nextet, July 5, 2026, 11
am. -1 pm.

According to Nancy, July 10,
2026, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

The Chris Fitz Band, July 11,
2026, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Summer Sunday Jazz:
Stoney’s Wicked Din, July 12,
2026, 11 am. - 1 p.m.

Los Sugar Kings, July 17,
2026, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

The Racky Thomas Band,
July 18, 2026,6:30-8:30 p.m.

Summer Sunday Jazz: Me-
troWest Jazz Project, July 19,
2026, 11 am. - 1 p.m.

The Hip Shot Band, July 24,
2026,6:30-8:30 p.m.

The Fat City Band, July 25,
2026, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Summer Sunday Jazz: Sub-
ject2Change, July 26, 2026, 11
am. -1 pm.

Tin Street Groove, July 31,
2026, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

HCA is located at 98 Hayden
Rowe St, Hopkinton.

Don’t trash clothes or household
neighbors can use!

goods that

BELLINGHAM, Mass.- Yankee
Quilters, Inc., a nonprofit guild of
quilters which meets in Franklin,
1s holding a Savers Fundraiser as
a benefit for our programs and
outreach to those facing chal-
lenges. We are collecting ‘softlines’
(men’s, women’s, and children’s
clothes, coats, shoes, scarves, hand-
bags, wallets, fashion accessories,
belts, backpacks, etc. bedding,
comforters, blankets, sheets, towels,
linens, tablecloths, curtains, pillows,
etc.) Books and Media (paperback,
hard cover of all genres except
encyclopedias or text books). Any
media items need to be boxed
separately.

We will be holding three drop-
off dates for donations: Saturday;,
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July 18th; Saturday, August
22nd and Saturday, September
12th from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
each day. October 3rd is our
final Savers drop-off date, so we

will be loading a truck and leaving

promptly at noon on that date.
The drop-off location is Prime
Storage, 302 Hartford Ave., Bell-
ingham, MA 02019. If people
need assistance with donations,
please email yankeequiltersl 1@
gmail.com or call 598-657-4770
and we will do our best to either

pickup donations or schedule
other drop-off times.

Yankee members make quilts
for Dana Farber, First Concern
PRC and other nonprofits. We use
our tiniest scraps to make pet beds
and keep fiber out of landfills.
Our quilts are made with donated
materials, however sometimes
funds are needed for batting, used
for warmth in the quilts or specific
fabrics. This fundraiser also helps
cover the cost of lectures to im-
prove our skills.

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts,
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST

A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL

Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for
children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY

A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as
your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY

A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual
who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to
petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310
or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
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SPORTS

Tri-Country Softball has another successful season

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

For the second straight sea-
son, the Tri-County softball
team posted a 16-2 regular sea-
son record. Last year, the Cou-
gars edged out Auburn in the
Division 3 Tournament 8-7 be-
fore falling to Nipmuc 3-1. This
year, Tri-County took upon
number 3 Fairhaven in the first
round and fell in a tough 3-0
battle.

Having another successful
season was not something that
Cougar Coach Stephanie Caf-
frey thought was on the horizon
for the team this spring;

“After graduating our top
pitcher and some key players
from last year’s team, I abso-
lutely had no idea that we could
accomplish this again,” the Tri-
County coach said. “I really
had no idea as to what we were
getting this year, especially with
pitching.”

Luckily, freshman Emily
Aley entered the picture. The
first-year player would be given
the ball for the Cougars non-
league games where she would
go 7-1 with a tough loss to Bell-
ingham. By taking on the non-
league games, Aley was able to
get her toes wet while learning
what to expect on the varsity
level. At the plate, the freshman
was able to bat .400 in her first
varsity season.

While the freshman was
pitching in the Cougars’ non-
league games, it was junior
Nelia Schweitzer who would
take to the circle for the league
contests. Schweitzer was per-
fect whenever she was handed
the ball and finished the regular
season with an 8-0 record while
facing some tough Division 1
and 2 teams in the Mayflower
League.

“Nelia really stepped up for
us this year,” Caffrey said. “She
won us a first-round game in
the Vocational Tournament
and took on a tough Fairhaven
team in the State Tournament.
We got to where we were be-
cause of her performances.”

Prior to the season begin-
ning, catcher MacKenzie Dufty
came to Caffrey and told her
that she would relearn pitch-
ing if it would help the team,
Not knowing what was coming
down the pipeline in terms of
pitching, Duffy giving the coach
a back-up plan for the season.
Thankfully, Aley came out for
the team and Duffy only saw
time pitching three innings for
the Cougars during their 16-
win season.

Although Duffy happened
to be playing catcher last year,
Alexis Rego suited up behind
the plate for the majority of
the season this year. Rego be-
came the perfect player and

After losing key players, Tri-County Softball Coach Stephanie Caffrey was unsure how her team would do,
but the remaining players literally stepped up to the plate.

voice, taking on the catching
role while being an on-the-field
coach for the TC athletes.
“Alexis catching was two-
fold; she helped us as coaches,
handling things on the field
on her own,” Caffrey said. “In
taking over the catcher duties,
she allowed MacKenzie to play

Contact Jen 508-570-6544

TO MAKE YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS SEEN
REACH OVER 13,100

Households & Businesses

jenschofield@localtownpages.com

centerfield, where she was able
to cover a lot of ground. It was
so nice to have a group of di-
versity players.”

Madison Benoit and Ava
Gemelli filled in two of the in-
field positions. Benoit took over
the shortstop position near the
end of last year to get ready to
take on the position full-time
this year. Solid in the field, she
was also successful as the teams
leadoff hitter, where she batted
.514 with 36 hits and added 23
stolen bases for the cougars.

Gemelli would waiver be-
tween first and third base. First
base was her primary position,
but she would move over to the
hot corner when Schweitzer
was pitching. Originally, Ge-
melli was an unknown, as the
junior had missed her freshman
and sophomore campaigns due
to an injury. Caffrey was not
sure what the junior would be
able to give the team having not
played since the eighth grade.

“Having two years off was
a concern, but she ended up
being huge for us,” the Cougar
Coach said. “She batted over
.600 for most of the season but
eventually ended up hitting

.529 with 36 hits (4 doubles, 6
triples and 3 homeruns) as both
a power and singles hitter.”

With six senior graduating
from this year’s team, things
will be different for the Cougars
come next spring. They will be
bringing back eight returners
from this year’s squad, includ-
ing three of the team’s top four
hitters. Caffrey knows that she
is going to have find some out-
fielders to grace the roster of
next year’s team. This spring,
she did have a few working
the positions out, hoping that
they’ll be ready to take on the
roles next year. She also has
had some girls who have both
JV and varsity experience who
should be able to step up into
those vacancies.

Although, next year, Caf-
frey will see her team with a
very different look, she firmly
believes that they should be
able to do exactly what they ac-
complished this year. She has a
team that can flash the leather
in the field and brings back a
strong pitching tandem in Aley
and Schweitzer.
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Franklin softball - we not me

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

The Franklin softball team,
led by a group of 10 seniors (9
players and 1 team manager),
did a tremendous job setting
the tone for what Coach Bre-
anna Shaffer wants IFranklin
Softball to represent. The
team’s focus was a We, not a
Me mindset, emphasizing play-
ing for each other and putting
the team first in everything they
did.

“A big part of our approach
has been controlling what we
can control. That means show-
ing up to every practice and
game with a strong effort, a
positive attitude and a commit-
ment to do the little things,”
Shaffer said.

The coach noted that what
stood out about this year’s team
1s how connected they were as
a group, continually supporting
each other, competing for one
another and genuinely enjoying
being around one another; that
culture has made a difference
on and off the field.

Last spring, the Panthers put
together a 9-11 regular season
record and were able to ad-
vance into the Division 1 State
Tournament as the number
11 seed. Franklin would defeat
Springfield Central 22-2 in

their first game at home and
would then fall to Lincoln Sud-
bury 2-0 in the Round of 16.
This year, the team would enter
the playoffs again, triumphant
in its first two games but fell in
the Round of 8.

Shaffer, in her fourth year
as the Panthers’ head coach,
graduated five seniors from last
year but returned 11 varsity
players, who each shone in her
own way.

Senior Sophia Sacramone
would take the ball in the circle
for Franklin on a regular basis.
The team’s primary hurler also
saw some outfield playing time
and eclipsed the 300-career
strikeout mark this season.
She’d deliver a walk-off win
against Haverhill this season,
helping advance the team to
the Round of 16.

“As a four-year varsity starter,
she has been a workhorse for
us in the circle,” the Panther
coach said.

Sacramone’s counterpart
on the field was senior catcher
and co-captain Addilyn Weiss,
a three-year varsity player who
saw a lot of time at second base
last year. Playing behind the
plate is Weiss’ primary position,
although she is as versatile as
they come, and the coaching
staff'is confident she’ll call the
right pitches.

Members of this season’s FHS softball team were supportive of each other on and off the field, says their
coach. Photos used courtesy of Breanna Shaffer.

“I've always said that if I can
have nine Addis on my team it
would be great — she has a high
softball IQ) and can play here
anywhere,” Shaffer said. “She’s
been a lead-by-example type of
person.”

Weiss’ co-captain was short-
stop Ella Weston, a 4-year
varsity player who is very hard
on herself and the way that she
plays the game. Playing in the
middle of the field for the Pan-
thers, Weston has an incredible
range in the field and could

flash the leather with the best
of them, keeping her team-
mates within striking distance
of their opponents.
Phenomenal third baseman
Senior Ava Florest, committed
to play at Simmons University
next year, brought consistency
to the game. The coach de-
scribed her as “clutch,” and the
person to be at to the plate if
the team needed a hard hit.
First year player Phoebe
O’Connor was also “a fire-
cracker that has brought a

spark to the team,” says Shaffer.
The freshman, used mostly as
the team’s designated player,
also can play the outfield as
well as pitch. O’Connor already
won a state title with the vol-
leyball team in her first season,
and the coach was hoping to
have an athlete of her caliber.

Prior to the tournament
play, the coach pointed out she
wanted the large number of
seniors this year ... to have one
last ride.”

And so, they did.

SAFE Wins Major Harm Reduction Award

FRANKLIN, Mass. — SAFE
Coalition’s Harm Reduction
team won the first-ever Pro-
gram Achievement Award for
their ongoing efforts to serve
the MetroWest community with
lifesaving care. The award was
presented by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health’s
Bureau of Substance Addiction
Services to recognize the team’s
major contributions to the state’s
harm reduction services.

SAFE’s team of three, led
by Director of Harm Reduc-
tion Sarah Fleming along with
Harm Reduction Coordinator
Amy Young-Sadler and Harm
Reduction Clinician Stephanie
Nunes, was chosen for recogni-
tion from over 200 harm reduc-
tion and post-overdose outreach
programs actively operating

across Massachusetts.

The team was recognized for
their success in migrating their
outreach program from Justice
Resource Institute to SAFE Co-
alition in Fall 2025. When their
program faced the threat of
closure, Fleming and her team
worked closely with DPH to
secure a move to Franklin-based
SAFE without compromising
service quality for their clients.

“We’re fortunate to live and
work in a state that supports
harm reduction efforts as much
as it does,” says Fleming. “What
has always uplifted my team is
that no matter what the fund-
ing landscape looks like, harm
reduction always finds a way. We
remembered that harm reduc-
tion was a practice that started
in rebellion and riots, continued

underground, and often ex-

ists without any funding at all.
Fortunately, there are true harm
reductionists in our state leader-
ship and in DPH who under-
stand the need on the ground
right now, and we are grateful
for that support.”

SAFE’s harm reduction team
currently serves 105 clients
from the towns of Framingham,
Marlborough, Hudson, and
Natick with non-judgmental,
stigma-free support, from ar-
ranging safe rides to medical
and court appointments to
wellness checks, court advo-
cacy, housing support, Narcan
distribution, syringe exchange
and more. Incredibly, the team
provides all support by phone
and in person, operating entirely

in the field.

Harm reduction accepts be-
havior change as an incremental
process rather than a single and
mnstantaneous act. By treating
people experiencing addiction
with dignity and providing practi-
cal, life-saving tools to keep them
alive and healthy, harm reduction
secks to minimize the negative
physical and social consequences
of drug use without requiring
abstinence. These measures are
proven to save lives and connect
people to treatment without in-
creasing drug use or crime.

“Harm reduction works be-
cause it meets people where
they are, and it treats them with
the dignity they deserve, says
SAFE CEO Jen Knight-Levine.
“When we do this work in
MetroWest, it sends a message
that no one in our community

1s invisible. No one needs to go
somewhere else to get help.”

For Fleming, the award offers
an opportunity to draw atten-
tion to the way stigma imposes
limits on the way we see people
who use drugs. “Harm reduc-
tion 1s a reminder to everyone
that people who use drugs can
still be incredibly skilled and
have much to contribute,” she
says. “I never forget that the first
responders to an overdose are
most often actually people who
use drugs. They are far more
knowledgeable and capable than
the system gives them credit for,
and they should always have a
seat at the table.”

To learn more about SAFE
Coalition, contact us at 508-
488-8105 or info@safecoali-

tionma.org
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July 2026 Calendar Sponsored by Notturno Home Services

July 1
Franklin 4th of July celebration,
Carnival Hours: 6-10, Wrist bands:
6-10, Music: 6-10, 6 p.m.: Ricky Bren-
nan, Jr, 8 p.m.: GQ & The Lady

Franklin 4th of July celebration,
Carnival Hours: 6-10, Wrist bands:
6-10, Music: 6-10, 6 p.m.: Garden of
Hedon, 7:15 p.m.: Ozzie Tribute Band,
8:30 p.m.: The Zajac Brothers

Fireworks: 10 p.m.

Franklin 4th of July celebration,
Carnival Hours: 12-10, Wrist bands:
12-5, MEGAPASS: 12-10, Music:
12-10, 12 p.m., Two Guys Who Like
Sharks, 1:30 p.m., Midnight Ride, 3
p-m., George Cross Project, 4:30 p.m.,
Attleboro School of Rock, 6:30 p.m.,
Full Circle, 8 p.m., Jeft Pitchell

Franklin 4th of July celebration,
Franklin Town Common: 12-10 p.m.
Mike Crandall Franklin Blues Festival,
Carnival Hours: 12-10, Wrist bands,
12-5, MEGAPASS: 12-10 , 12 p.m.: Ed
Peabody & The Big Blue Thang, 1:15
p-m.: ClLff Taylor & The Undertakers,
2:30 p.m.: Neal & The Vipers, 3:45 p.m.:
Mike Crandall Tribute Band, 5 p.m.:
Sugar Ray & The Bluetones, 6:15 p.m.:
Carl Ricci & 706 Union Ave. , 7:30 p.m.:
The Darrell Nulisch Band, 8:45 p.m.:
Richiman & Groove Nice

Franklin Federated Church Na-
tional Bell Festival participation,
2:50 p.m., Franklin Federated Church,
171 Main St., Franklin, Church will join
bell towers across the nation to ring bells
13 times to celebrate the nation’s original
colonies.

Bellingham 4th of July, 5 p.m.,
Bellingham Middle School, Fireworks
9:30 p.m.

July 5

Franklin 4th of July celebra-
tion, Franklin Town Common, Car-
nival Hours: 12-6, Wrist bands: 12-4,
MEGAPASS: 12-6, Music: 12-6, 12
p-m.: Jamie Barrett, a beloved Franklin
singer, songwriter, guitarist and teacher,
1:15 p.m.: Padula Family Band, 2:30
p-m.: David Fields Band with Special
Guest Diane Blue, 4 p.m., Beantown
Swing Orchestra

July 7

Community Closet open, 12-2
p-m., Iranklin United Methodist
Church, 82 W. Central St., Franklin,
gently used clothing free of charge

Rotary Club of Franklin, MA
meeting, 5:30 p.m., Rome Restaurant,
4 E. Central St., Franklin. If you would
like to come to a meeting, email Diane
Padula, dmpadula@deanbank.com.

Voice of Franklin Toastmasters,
7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 Hutchinson
St., Franklin, work on your presentation
skills with a supportive group in Zoom or
in person, https://voiceoffranklin.toast-
mastersclubs.org

Kids’ Creative Crafting with
Mickayla: Beach, 6-7:30 p.m., Cre-
ative Coorner, 21 E. Central St., Franklin,
www.creativecornerartsstudiofranklin.
com, $25

ABMI-TV Concerts on the Grass
2026, 6-8 p.m., Bellingham Town Com-
mon, Free pony rides 6-7 p.m., Back
Pages (classic rock) 6:30-8:30 p.m.

July 9

Franklin Food Pantry Falmouth
Road Race Team Fundraiser, La
Cantina Winery (357 Union Street,
Franklin, $35 pp includes small bites, live
music, chance to win giveaways

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance Ice
Cream Social, 6:30 p.m., Franklin TV
& Radio, 23 Hutchinson St., Franklin,
bring your favorite ice cream to share,
vegan options provided

July 10

Giant Board Game Party, 1 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118 Main St.,
Franklin

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6
p-m. (2-3 sensory-friendly hour),

Concerts on the Common: 3-5
p-m., Mike Tarara, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Four-
play, Entertainment sponsored by Frank-
lin Recreation

July 10-11

Fairbanks Family in America’s
125th Annual Family Reunion,
Fairbanks House - Dedham, 511 East
St., Dedham, this year, a tribute to 111
known Fairbanks family members who
served in support of the American Revo-
lution. www.fairbankshouse.org

July 12

Second Sunday Speaker Series:
Looking Back at Franklin’s 1976

Federal Bicentennial, by Jim John-
ston, 1:15 p.m., doors open | p.m.,
Franklin Historical Museum, 80 W. Cen-
tral St., Franklin

July 13

Two Nerdy History Girls Discuss
Everyday Life in 1776, 7 p.m., Zoom
presentation presented by Bellingham
Public Library, register under the library
calendar at www.bellinghamlibrary.org,
features authors and bloggers Loretta
Chase and Susan Holloway Scott

July 14
Community Closet open, 12-2
p-m., Franklin United Methodist
Church, 82 W. Central St., Franklin,
gently used clothing free of charge

July 15

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance Book
Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Franklin TV
& Radio, 23 Hutchinson St., Franklin.
“Iron Widow,” by Xiran Jay Zhao!

Kids’ Creative Crafting with
Mickayla: Planting, 6-7:30 p.m.,
Creative Corner, 21 E. Central St.,
Franklin, www.creativecornerartsstudio-
franklin.com, $25

July 16

Boots & Bottles: Line Dancing
with Becca, class 7-8 p.m., open
dance 8-9:30 p.m., La Cantina Winery,
230 Cottage St., Franklin, $10

July 17

Franklin Library Book Sale, 1-5
p-m., Franklin Public Library, 118 Main
St., Franklin, All books $1

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6
p-m. (2-3 sensory-friendly hour)

Franklin Concerts on the Com-
mon: 3-5 p.m., Matt Zajac, 5:30-7:30
p-m. 3SUM, Entertainment sponsored
by Franklin Recreation

Swing 440 — Gypsy Jazz Ensem-
ble, 7 p.m., Niagara Hall, 8 Exchange
St., Millis,, tickets at https://tinyurl.
com/Swing440niagara

July 18

Franklin Library Book Sale, 9
a.m.-12 p.m., Iranklin Public Library,
118 Main St., Franklin, All books $1, bag
sale 1-4 p.m.

Ed Popielarczyk Magic Show,
10:30 a.m., Franklin Public Library, 118
Main St., Franklin

Celebrate Medway Day, 12-9
p-m., Choate Park, Medway, local busi-
ness booths 12-5 p.m., family fun activi-

For rates and info on advertising your business,

ties 2-9 p.m. followed by fireworks

Gazebo Players of Medfield
present: The Taming of the Shrew,
5 p.m., Bellforge Arts Center, 45 Hospi-
tal Rd., Medfield, free but please register,
www.bellforge.org

Gazebo Players of Medfield
present: The Taming of the Shrew,
5 p.m., Bellforge Arts Center, 45 Hospi-
tal Rd., Medfield, free but please register,
www.bellforge.org

July 20

Rainforest Reptiles, 4 p.m.,
Franklin Public Library, 118 Main St.,
Franklin, live animal show

The Black Experience of the
Revolution with Herstorian Gra-
cia Rich, 7 p.m., Zoom presentation
presented by Bellingham Public Library,
register under the library calendar at
www.bellinghamlibrary.org.

July 21

Community Closet open, 12-2
p-m., Iranklin United Methodist
Church, 82 W. Central St., Franklin,
gently used clothing free of charge

Rotary Club of Franklin, MA
meeting, 5:30 p.m., Rome Restaurant,
4 E. Central St., Franklin. If you would
like to come to a meeting, email Diane
Padula, dmpadula@deanbank.com.

Voice of Franklin Toastmasters,
7:30 p.m., Franklin TV, 23 Hutchinson
St., Franklin, work on your presentation
skills with a supportive group in Zoom or
in person, https://voiceoffranklin.toast-
mastersclubs.org

July 22

ABMI-TV Concerts on the Grass
2026, 6-8 p.m., Bellingham Town Com-
mon, Free pony rides 6-7 p.m., Morse
Code (classic rock), 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spon-
sored by Middlesex Savings Bank

Summer Sounds with Soft
Touch, Bellforge Arts Center, 45 Hospi-
tal Rd., Medfield, free but please register,
www.bellforge.org

July 24

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6
p-m. (2-3 sensory-friendly hour).

Franklin Concerts on the Com-
mon: 3-5 p.m., David Rak, 5:30-7:30
p-m. Paradise Flyer; Entertainment spon-
sored by Franklin Recreation, 2-6 p.m.
Zucchini Races sponsored by Franklin
Ag Comm

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or email: jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Tri-County Chamber Hot to Trot
5K, Registration 7 a.m., Race 8 a.m.,
VEFW, 15 Milford St., Upton, sign up
at https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/
Upton/HottoTrotdk

Ted Reinstein: Greetings from
Breeds Hill, 2 p.m., Iranklin Public
Library, 118 Main St., Franklin, family
program

Next Stop Comedy at Niagara
Coffee Haus, 7 p.m., Niagara Coffee
Haus, 8 Exchange St., Millis, https://
www.nextstopcomedy.com/events/
niagara-coffee-haus-2026-07-25-7pm

July 27

Mr. Vinny Shadow Puppets, 4
p-m., Franklin Public Library, 118 Main
St., Franklin, family program

July 28

Community Closet open, 12-2
p-m., Iranklin United Methodist
Church, 82 W. Central St., Franklin, gen-
tly used clothing free of charge

July 29

Interactive Movie, 1 p.m., Franklin
Public Library, 118 Main St., Franklin,
family program

Kids’ Creative Crafting with
Mickayla: Harry Potter Birthday
Celebration, 6-7:30 p.m., Creative

Corner, 21 E. Central St., Franklin,
www.creativecornerartsstudiofranklin.
com, $25

July 30

Adults Make Awkward Art, 6
p-m., Franklin Public Library, 118 Main
St., Franklin

Celebrate art with the goal to make
something so bad it’s good!

Rehearsal for Life presents The
Gardener’s Daughter, a new work
by Mary Torpey and Cooper Evello,
8 p.m., Bellforge Arts Center, 45 Hospi-
tal Rd., Medfield, free but please register,
www.bellforge.org

July 31

Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6
p-m. (2-3 sensory-friendly hour)

Franklin Concerts on the Com-
mon: 3-5 p.m., It’s a “J” Thing,
5:30-7:30 p.m., Frank Padula Band, En-
tertainment sponsored by Franklin Rec-
reation

Rehearsal for Life presents The
Gardener’s Daughter, a new work
by Mary Torpey and Cooper Evello,
8 p.m., Bellforge Arts Center, 45 Hospi-
tal Rd., Medfield, free but please register,
www.bellforge.org

Roast Beef
Pizza

Breakfast

maksroastbeef.com

Outdoor Seating - Beer and Wine - Catering Service - Gift Certificates
508-530-0735 - 451 W Central St., Franklin - Mon-Fri 10am-8pm | Sat 9am-8pm | Sun 9am-7pm

Notturno

home services

Proud Members
of the Franklin
Community!

e

' 10% OFF* !

i |
I No limits on orders for the advertisement |

* Alcohol excluded from discount ~ Exp. 7/31/2026 1
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Save the Date!

Rotary Club of Franklin MA 34th Annual Pasta Supper

September 15, 2026

The Rotary Club of Franklin MA is happy to announce that we have scheduled our 34th Annual free
Pasta Supper to take place on September 15, 2026, at 5 p.m., at 1000 Central Park Terrace, Franklin,
open to all seniors and residents of Franklin Housing Authority. Sign up at Central Park Terrace, 1000
Central Park Terrace, Franklin Franklin Senior Center, 10 Daniel McCahill Street, Franklin
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'n'kli Public Schools 5th Graders
Recognized at Student Showcase

Fifth-grade students from Lincoln Street and Washington Street Elementary Schools presented
projects to over 500 industry professionals at the One8 Applied Learning Hub Student Showcase
on May 8. Both schools received awards for their impressive group projects. Washington Street’s
team won the ST Math category and Lincoln Street’s team won Project of Distinction.

(Photo Courtesy Franklin Public Schools)

Wood/orms

Fine Cherry Furn

Made in Massachusetts

Check out the new
shool of ﬁsh_!

- o

: Al
i

On Thursday, May
28, artist Amy Adams
welcomed community
members to the Frank-
lin Sculpture Park to
celebrate the 2026 Trav-
eling School of Fish.
Tri-County students
created the wooden fish,
artistically painted by
students at the Wash-
ington Street School.
Adams collaborated
with shop and art teach-
ers on this project, in its
4th year.

Photos used courtesy of Amy Adams

Come visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!
131 Morse Street | Foxboro | 508-543-9417 | woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p-m., Eriday: 7 a.m. - 3/ p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday
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Franklin Food Pantry
‘SNAP Match’ doubles
buying power at Franklin
Farmers’ Market

FRANKLIN, Mass. — The r‘
TFranklin Food Pantry is spon-
soring the SNAP Match pro-
gram at the Franklin Farmers’
Market, offering an unlimited,
dollar-for-dollar match that
doubles the purchasing power
for Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) re-
cipients. Funded through grants
and individual gifts, the SNAP
Match program is a win-win
for the local community. By ef-
fectively lowering the cost of
farm-fresh produce, households
experiencing food insecurity
gain greater access to nutritious
options. The program also sup-
ports local vendors and regional
agribusinesses.

The Franklin Farmers’ Mar-
ket takes place every Iriday
from 2pm to 6pm, June through
October, on the Franklin Town

SNAP EBT card and “matches”
the chosen amount dollar-for-
dollar in SNAP Tokens. For
example, spending $10 results in
$20 worth of tokens.

SNAP tokens can be spent
just like cash with any SNAP-
eligible vendor at the Franklin
Farmers’ Market. Franklin

Common. Farmers’ Market SNAP tokens
How the SNAP Match Pro- are exclusive to the Franklin
gram Works Farmers’ Market and SNAP

tokens from other farmers’ mar-
kets cannot be accepted.

For more information on the
SNAP Match program, please
visit the Franklin Food Pantry
booth at the Franklin Farmers’
Market, or contact the Franklin
Food Pantry at 508-528-3115 or
info@franklinfoodpantry.org,

To apply for SNAP benefits,
please visit the Department of
Transitional Assistance website.

Any household registered
with SNAP, regardless of their
resident town or state, can par-
ticipate in the SNAP Match at
the Franklin Farmers’ Market.

Before shopping, SNAP re-
cipients bring their SNAP EBT
card to the Franklin Food Pan-
try booth. Shoppers tell the staff
how much they would like to
spend from their SNAP benefits.
The representative swipes the

deetti
Collision Cenler

At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater
Boston area.

« We work on most makes and models

» Detailing services

» Lifetime warranty

« State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

« Free Estimates

« Towing Available

« Rental Assistance

* 4.9 stars on google

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County
p— Choose Vendetti Collision Center

Vo We handle your car with the best of
] care every step of the way

20th PMC Kids Ride rolls

in Franklin

June’s PMC Kids Ride in
Franklin marked the 20th an-
niversary of the event, part of
a statewide movement of young
cyclists helping fund life-saving
cancer research at Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute.

with Olivia now a parent herself
and still closely connected to the
ride she helped inspire.

Across I'ranklin and beyond,
hundreds of children ages 2 to 15
participate each summer, collec-
tively reinforcing a powerful mes-

Jen Lyons, a Iranklin teacher
and longtime PMC Kids Ride
participant, started with PMC
14 years ago. A few years back,
she and another elementary
school teacher started a friendly
competition to see who could re-

The PMC Kids Ride has raised over $12M for Dana-Farber since 2005. Courtesy photo

What began two decades ago
with siblings Olivia Garrity and
Jack Marchioni riding through a
rainstorm in Medfield and turn-
ing that moment into a simple
idea that Franklin should have its
own PMC Kids Ride has since
grown into one of the region’s
largest events. Today, the found-
ing spirit has come full circle,

sage: you are never too young to
make a difference. The impact is
substantial. Since the PMC Kids
program began in 2005, young
riders have raised more than $12
million for Dana-Farber. Across
the broader Pan-Mass Chal-
lenge community, contributions
have surpassed $1.125 billion
since 1980.

cruit more students for the ride.
One year, she even recruited 70
students!

The IFranklin PMC Kids Ride
stands as a living example of
community-driven impact and
proof that small riders can help
drive enormous change.

WOODSTOCK BUILDING ASSOCIATES, LLC

The Leader in Design-Build

WOODSTOCK, CT
3 Route 171, Suite 1

860-928-0897

2\
WBA

FRANKLIN, MA
15 Main Street, Suite 11A

508-570-4853

From design to completion, our architects, designers, estimators, project coordinators,
superintendents, carpenters, and plumbers work as a team to ensure consistently superior
craftsmanship for your project. Design and building costs are tailored to fit your needs without
compromising quality. If you are looking for an experienced, organized, professional, and cost
conscious design-build company, call Woodstock Building Associates today!

MA Home Improvement Contractor #119085 - MA Censtruction Supervisor #111269 - CT Home Improvement Contractor #563503 - CT New Home Construction Comtractor #160

REMODEL - NEW CONSTRUCTION - KITCHENS & BATHS - ADDITIC
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Franklin LGBTQ
Alliance July events

Ice Cream Social

Thursday July 9, 6:30-8:30
p-m., Franklin TV and Radio
Station, 23 Hutchinson St.,
Franklin. Bring your favorite ice
cream to share with everyone,
and come hungry! Vegan and
non-vegan options will be pro-
vided!

Brunch with Non-Scene
Friends

Saturday July 11, 10 a.m.-12

p-m., Mak’s Roast Beef, 451
West Central St., Franklin.
Book Club
Wednesday July 15, 6:30-8:30
p-m., Franklin TV and Radio
Station, 23 Hutchinson St.,
Franklin. Join our discussion
on the novel “Iron Widow,” by
Xiran Jay Zhao!

FUSF announces services

The First Universalist Society
in Franklin (FUSF) is pleased
to announce our Summer Sun-
day Worship Series each week
through August 30th.

All services start at 10 a.m.
Afterwards, we invite you to stay
for cookies and conversation.

July 12,2026 - Hope & the
Beloved Community

July 19, 2026 - Sustaining
Hope in the Wake of Mental
Health Concerns for Loved
Ones

Contact'
Jen Schoﬁeld,

at508:50-6544

OUR SERVICES
4 Roofing
4 Siding
4 Gutters
4 Windows
4 Doors
4 Skylights

Experience the Best in Roofing:
60+ Years of Quality Service

July 26, 2026 - The Resilience
of Hope

The First Universalist Society
in Franklin (FUSF) is a Unitar-
ian Universalist Welcoming
Congregation located at 262
Chestnut Street, Franklin. Our
Minister is the Reverend Beverly
Waring. For more information
about FUSF please visit our
website at Fusf.org. You can also
contact us at info@fusf.org or by
calling 508-528-5348.

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION

Service Calls

Come along with us as we go inside
the Lift Station of the Beaver St
Interceptor Project (BSI)

Thus article first appeared in and is
used courtesy of Franklin Matters

By STEVE SHERLOCK

Our thanks to Doug Martin,
PE., Water and Sewer Superin-
tendent for the Town of Franklin
(MA) for providing us access and
helping explain the workings
of this new pump/life station.
Thanks also to Mike Ammendo-
lia, Construction Supervisor for
Methuen Construction which
built the pump/life station. This
project consists of the replace-
ment and repair of Franklin’s
largest piece of sewer infrastruc-
ture, originally constructed in
1914. The cost for this pump/
life station installation was about

25’Underground and inside the new BSI Lift Station on Beaver St
Photo by Franklin Matters

from the State of MA and the
sewer user fees. Additional info
on the BSI Project can be found
on the Town of Iranklin project

My thanks also to Chris Leve-
rone and Joe Landry for cap-
turing the video footage. And
especially to Chris for handling

$8M or about 25% of the total page https://wwwfranklinma. the bulk of the editing,
$30M project. The project is gov/557/Beaver-Street-Intercep- See the video at: https://
being financed by a SRF loan tor-BSI-Project youtu.be/uH48wRHAIFA

Annual Recycling Center Permits
Available Beginning July 1

Beginning July 1, 2026, the annual permit fee for the Franklin Recycling Center will increase
from $35 to $50.

Residents who wish to use the Recycling Center may purchase a permit sticker starting July 1 at
any of the following locations:
DPW Administrative Office, 257 Fisher Street
Treasurer/Collector’s Office, Franklin Municipal Building, 355 East Central Street
Recycling Center, 455 Beaver Street
The annual permit is valid from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.

4 Gutter Cleaning

4 Small Leaks

4. Ventilation Questions
4 Flashing Repairs

CONNELL

STUMP GRINDING

v Improve the
look of your yard

v Keeps carpenter
ants & wasps away

v No chance of
\ % _tripand fall

ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ GUTTERS

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED

181-444-15717

www.ConnellRoofing.com
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Summer Reading 2026

Plant a Seed...Read!

Summer Reading is waiting
for YOU at the Library! All
ages, sign up at library or on the
library website; then set your
sights on reading goals and sum-
mer adventures.

Special Events for Kids &
Teens

Fairytale Fun! Monday, July 6
@ 4pm

You're invited to join us, once
upon a dream with your favorite
sleepy princess! Includes singing,
dancing, interactive storytelling
and a photo opportunity!

Giant Board Game Party, Fri-
day, July 10 @ 1 p.m.

An afternoon full of giant,
life-size versions of classic
games, including Hungry Hun-
gry Hippos, Twister, Connect
Four, and more!

Teen Amazing Digital Circus
Interactive Viewing! Wednesday,

July 15 @ 6 p.m.

Teens! Join us for a special
celebration of this popular indie
animation with an interactive
viewing, snacks, and more!

Science Chefs: Make Slushies,
Friday, July 17 @ 1 p.m.

We’ll be exploring endo-
thermic reactions as we make
delicious lemonade slushies to
enjoy!

Ed Popielarczyk Magic Show,
Saturday, July 18 @ 10:30 a.m.

A one-of-a-kind magic show
that is guaranteed to leave the
whole family impressed!

Rainforest Reptiles, Monday;,
July 20 @ 4 p.m.

Travel with us to the differ-
ent rainforests around the world
and meet the alligators, turtles,
snakes and more that call these
places home! Real, LIVE animal
fun! All ages!

Stuffed Animal Sleepover!
Thursday, July 23 @ 6 p.m.

What kind of trouble can a
bunch of stuffed animals cause

in an empty library? Bring one
of your favorite stuffed friends
to the library for a cozy story-
time, then leave them in our
care for the evening! When you
pick your friend up on Friday,
see what antics they might have
caused!

Make Your Own Puzzle, Fri-
day, July 24th @ 1 p.m.

Design and decorate your
very own puzzle with Ms. Kai-
tlyn!

Summer Snow Party! Satur-
day, July 25 @ 10:30 a.m.

Chill out with a summer bliz-
zard at the library!

Mr. Vinny Shadow Puppets,
Monday, July 27 @ 4 p.m.

Get ready for lots of jokes and
audience participation!

Interactive Movie, Wednes-
day, July 29th @ 1 p.m.

Families! Join us for a special
Interactive movie screening with
popcorn and fun surprises!

Hunger Games Club,

Wednesday, July 29 @ 6 p.m.
Teens! Join us for a monthly
interactive viewing of our favor-
ite YA dystopian film franchise!
One book and film each month
leading up to the release of the

latest film in November!

Special Events for Adults

Stars & Waves Silk Scarf
Painting, Thursday, July 9 @
6:30 p.m., Registration Required

Using Inks and fabric resist,
paint a silk scarf in patriotic
stars and wavy stripes!

Diamond Art Destress, Sat-
urday, July 11 & Thursday, July
23 @ 1:30 p.m., Registration
Required

Enjoy a meditative diamond
art project! Materials provided.
For ages 18+.

Learn to Mahjong! Tuesday,
July 14 @ 6 p.m., Registration
Required

This intro to Mahjong session
will introduce the suits, the rules,
the card, and other basics of
American Mahjong!

Ted Reinstein: Greetings from

Breeds Hill, Saturday, July 25 @
2 pm.

Join us in welcoming author
and journalist Ted Reinstein for
“Greetings from Breeds Hill...
and Other Stories of Fact &
Folklore for the 250th”! A new
talk exploring lesser-known
stories behind the more famous
ones from New England’s Revo-
lutionary War period.

Mabhjong Meetup, Tuesday,
July 28 @ 6 p.m.

Whether you have a rudimen-
tary knowledge of Mahjong or
have been playing for years, we
would love to have you join us
for an evening of strategy, luck
and fun. I'or ages 18+.

Adults Make Awkward Art,
Thursday, July 30 @ 6 p.m.

Make something so bad it’s
good! Inspired by the Museum
of Bad Art in Boston!

Franklin Library Book Sale

Irday, July 17 15: 1 =5 p.m.,
Saturday, July 18: 9 a.m. — 12
p-m., All books $1.

Bag Sale - $5 Per Bag, Saturday,
July 18: 1 —4 p.m.

A REAL ESTATE CORNER

472{GoronationDrive
Frankin]

Eileen|Mason]
508:330;4234
emason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for
aggressive
representation and
Eileen came through
selling our home in -7

4 days, above asking
price. Couldn’t ask fora
better agent!”
~Paul L.
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“Susan was the
clear choice to help
us sell our home.
Her personality,
knowledge, foresight
and guiding touch
were everything we
could have expected
and received. ”

. INDUSTRIAL |

—— ~ Paul S.
Eileen]Mason
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Eileen]Mason

Callusifogvourdcomplimentanylmailet @m@ﬂwﬁ& =

308 West Cenfrel Sireet, Fronklin, MA 02038
5085209696

ISusan]Morrison Eileen]Viason
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A REAL ESTATE CORNER

Jim Hanewich

NMLS #: 23315

Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE

Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer, T
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

www.jimhanewich.com

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next

Ba

MORTGAGE OFF

door to Cafe Assisi!

m% MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

Norfolk County Real Estate Activity Slows in May 2026

Dedham, MA — Norfolk
County Register of Deeds Wil-
liam P. O’Donnell today re-
leased the real estate recording
statistics for May 2026, which
indicate a slowdown in real
estate activity across Norfolk
County compared to May 2025,
with declines seen in several
key indicators including sales
volume, average sale prices, and
mortgage activity.

The Registry of Deeds re-
corded 9,415 documents in
May 2026, a 2% decrease com-
pared to the 9,628 documents
recorded in May 2025, and a
slight 1% decrease from April
2026.

“May 2026 reflects a lower
level of real estate activity com-
pared to last year,” noted Nor-
folk County Register of Deeds
William P. O’Donnell. “While
overall document recordings
remained relatively stable, the
yearoveryear decline suggests a
market that is adjusting to ongo-
ing economic pressures and a
limited inventory of available
properties.”

The total number of deeds
recorded for May 2026, rep-
resenting both commercial
and residential real estate sales
and transfers, was 1,462, a 2%

Average Sale Price Commercial and Residential Property
February 2025 to May 2025 V.S. February 2026 to May 2026

51,450,000

$1,400,000

$1,350,000

$1,300,000

$1,250,000

$1,200,000

$1,150,000

$1,100,000

Average Sale Price

$1,050,000
$1,000,000
$950,000

£900,000
February

= fyerape sale price commercial and residential 2025

decrease from the 1,494 deeds
recorded in May 2025, but a
3% increase from April 2026.
Looking at just real estate sales,
773 properties were sold in May
2026, representing a 6% de-
crease compared to May 2025.
“Although transaction vol-
ume improved over April of
2026, this spring market has

March

not matched the level seen in
May of 2025,” stated Register
O’Donnell. “Elevated interest
rates and affordability challenges
continue to restrict both buyers
and sellers.”

Lending activity also de-
clined in May. A total of 1,511
mortgages were recorded in
May 2026, a 2% decrease from

April

May

= Average sale price commercial and residential 2026

the 1,542 mortgages recorded
in May 2025, and an 8% de-
crease from April 2026. Total
mortgage indebtedness was
approximately $1.25 billion, a
14°% decrease compared to May
2025, but a 10% increase from
April 2026.

“The decrease in mortgage
activity, along with a significant

drop in total mortgage indebt-
edness compared to last year,
reflects a more cautious lending
environment,” stated Register
O’Donnell. “Interest rates and
overall borrowing costs remain
key factors affecting financing
decisions.”

The total value of commercial
and residential sales recorded in
May 2026 was approximately
$926 million, a 19% decrease
from the $1.14 billion recorded
in May 2025, but a 17% in-
crease from April 2026. The av-
erage sale price for all property
types was approximately $1.19
million, a 14% decrease com-
pared to May 2025, but a 4%
increase from April 2026.

“While overall property values
remain historically elevated, the
decrease appears to reflect a
combination of fewer high-value
transactions, softness in the
commercial real estate sector,
and increased sensitivity to af-
fordability among buyers,” said
Register O’Donnell.

For more information, visit
the Registry’s website www.
norfolkdeeds.org, call 781-461-
6101, or email registerodon-
nell@norfolkdeeds.org.

DA Candidate Djuna Perkins Reasserts Prior Call for DA
Michael Morrissey to Resign as Norfolk County DA

Dedham, Mass. - Norfolk Dis-
trict Attorney candidate Djuna
Perkins called for DA Michael
Morrissey to resign last year, and
last month she reiterated the
call after text messages involving

members of Morrissey’s investi-
gative unit were revealed.

“One year ago, I called on
DA Michael Morrissey to resign
following a pattern of failures to
prosecute egregious crimes, the

lack of oversight of the Norfolk
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice State Police investigative
unit, and misguided prosecuto-
rial priorities.”

“The newly released text mes-

sages from members of Mor-
rissey’s investigative unit further
highlights why I called for his
resignation last year and have
continued to assert the need

for a complete overhaul of the

DA’s office. Residents of Norfolk
County should not be subjected
to this level of misconduct, mis-
management, and abhorrent
behavior from the county’s top
law enforcement officials.”

Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 to run in our Real Estate Corner
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Wishing Everyone a Safe ¢ Happy 4"!

Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938
lorrainekuney@gmail.com
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30+ Yng in, Real, Cstate, - 10005 of, Transactions
ticensedin 3 States, - “lntegnityy, Honesty & 1007 Tull Sewice
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”

#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023
Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer
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Celebrating Freedom & Building Futures \1 ;/4
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55 A St. Franklin 57 A St. Franklin 17 Longhlll Rd Franklln
For Sale - Under Construction For Sale - Under Construction For Sale

,_....___...._-_ .

Lu.tl Ju%'éaf\,

CONTRACT

T - i ]
7 Dana Park Hopedale 31 Cassandra Ave #31. Franklm 6 Haverstock Rd. Franklin
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18 Plain St. Franklin 871 Washmgton St. Franklin 1110 S. Main St. Bellingham
Under Contract (Buyer) Under Contract (Buyer) Sold

-

7 Pleasantview Rd. Natick
nder Construction

Tammy Todaro-Lewis DanS} Lewis Miranda Tvelia
Team Lead | Realtor  Builder | Broker Marketing | Realtor
508-277-2977 508-509-7713 802-777-0504

Executive Reaity RE/MAX LFEETHE

www.todaroteamhomes.com




