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Quock’s quest for freedom

The story behind Massachusetts’ Emancipation Day, July 8

By Lucy ALLEN

Quock Walker: his name
comes to us from a court deci-
sion of 243 years ago. In 1783,
the Massachusetts Supreme Ju-
dicial Court found his enslaver,
Nathaniel Jennison, guilty of
assault on Quock and of false
imprisonment. Supreme Court
Justice William Cushing, in his
mstructions to the jury, wrote
an eloquent explanation of
how once, the laws of Massa-
chusetts had condoned slavery,
however, a “different idea has
taken place with the people of
America, more favorable to the
natural rights of mankind, and
to that natural, innate desire of
Liberty...”

Justice Gushing’s instructions
to the jury included the state-
ment that the new Constitu-
tion of Government “declares
that all men are born free and
equal...and that being the

case.... the idea of slavery is in-

consistent with our own conduct

and Constitution.” This court
decision signaled the “soft” end

of slavery in Massachusetts. The

hard proof was the first United
States census in 1790, which
counted no slaves in this state.
The Barre man who suffered
the assault and false imprison-
ment was born enslaved about
August 1753. Nine-month-old
Quock and his parents, Mingo
and Dinah, were purchased by
James Caldwell of Rutland Dis-
trict (now called Barre) in May
1754. As was common with
slaves at that time, the family
had no surname. Caldwell must
have seen something special
in the baby who came to live
in his home, and who grew up
with Caldwell’s children. James
Caldwell promised that he
would set Quock free when he
turned 25 years of age.

Let’s move forward to 1763.
Quock was turning ten years
old. The Caldwell family in-
cluded James, his wife Isabel,
four young children, and one
“on the way.” It was July 18
and Quock’s enslaver, James
Caldwell, was working outside
when a sudden windstorm blew
a tree onto him, killing him.
James Caldwell’s sudden death
would transform the lives of the
Caldwells and their enslaved
family. Quock’s quest for per-
sonal freedom started in earnest
with James Caldwell’s death.

James Caldwell, in his 52nd
year, had not filed a will nor had
he documented his promise to
free Quock when he turned 25.
Caldwell was a wealthy man
with a large estate consisting of
1,125 acres, a farm, sawmill,
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solar farm has been
approved in Holden

By RiLEY FRANKIAN the Solar Farm” along Shrews-
bury Street. While the display
reflected concerns that a large-
scale solar project may be immi-

nent, town officials and public

Rumors of a proposed solar
farm in Holden have prompted
questions from residents in
recent weeks, including the
appearance of an individual
holding a sign reading “Stop

SOLAR FARM
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QUOCK
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cider mill, and substantial per-
sonal property, including the
enslaved family. In the absence
of a will, Massachusetts followed
the laws of “Intestacy.”

This 1s why Quock’s quest
became difficult. In 1763, a
married woman could not own
real estate. Upon a man’s death,
if he left no will, his widow was
protected by her “Dower,” or a
limited interest in her late hus-
band’s estate. This was one-third
of both his real and his personal
property. The children of her
husband received the other two-
thirds; they would also receive
the widow’s Dower when she
died. The widow did not inherit
this Dower, nor did she own it
outright. She could live on the
“Widow’s Third” of the real es-
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tate and use the income to sup-
port her family. The Dower was
the widow’s to use, but not hers
to give away.

From 1763 to 1769, Isabel
worked alone to bring up five
children (one born after James’
death), to support the enslaved
family, and to run the large
estate. She had to live on her
Dower, which was set off by the
Probate Court. The children
were all minors and had guard-
ians appointed by the Probate
Court to protect their individual
shares of the two-thirds that
were granted through the intes-
tacy laws. In March 1769, Isabel
married Nathaniel Jennison, a
Barre bachelor. She must have
hoped that her burden of re-
sponsibility would be relieved.
Instead, Jennison’s actions in-
fringed on the rights of her chil-
dren and of Quock.

Now it is 1774. According
to testimony given during the
Quock Walker trials, Isabel
agreed to uphold her husband’s
promise to free Quock. In fact,
she vowed to free him sooner,
when he turned 21 years of age.
That was August 1774. But Isa-
bel did not live long enough to

free Quock. It is highly unusual
that a wealthy and prominent
widow died without any record
of her death or burial. However,
Isabel simply vanished. No one
at the ensuing Quock Walker tri-
als could remember just when or
how she died but they thought it
was late 1773.

Nathaniel Jennison remar-
ried in August 1774, the month
when Quock turned 21. The
failure of Jennison to report Isa-
bel’s death to the Probate Court
meant that her Dower did not
pass to her children, as required
by law. Nathaniel Jennison
claimed that he inherited Quock
through his marriage to Isabel,
a claim that would have been
disproven if it had gone through
Probate Court.

To further complicate the
situation, in August 1774, two
protectors of the Caldwell fam-
ily fled Massachusetts due to
their Loyalist sympathies. Col.
John Murray of Rutland was
guardian of the children’s inter-
ests, and when he ran from the
angry mob one August night,
the children lost their protector.
Another Loyalist who fled was
John Chandler, Probate Court
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Judge, a friend of the Caldwell
family and another who should
have protected the Caldwell
children and their property. Had
the children received their prop-
erty in 1774, it is possible that
they would have honored the
promises of their mother and
their father to free Quock when
he was 21 (in 1774) or 25 (in
1778). They did not wrest their
rightful property from Jennison’s
grasp until the 1790s.

Let’s move forward to April
1781. Quock complained to

John Caldwell, brother of his late
enslaver James Caldwell, that
he was now 28 years old and he
should be free. John Caldwell
told him that in fact the new state
Constitution made him a free
man, and he mvited Quock to
work for him for wages. Quock
accepted that invitation.

Jennison noticed that Quock
was missing and knew he would
find him at John Caldwell’s.

With several other men, Jen-
nison captured Quock, pinned
him down, beat him, and threw
him in a shed for several hours
until John Caldwell rescued
him. With John Caldwell’s
assistance, Quock filed a com-
plaint against Jennison for as-
sault on April 30, 1781. For the
first time, Quock used a sur-
name—Walker—and claimed
that he was a free man. He was
represented by Levi Lincoln Sr.,
a prominent Worcester lawyer,
who argued that the 1780 state
Constitution made Quock a
free man. The jury found Jenni-
son guilty and awarded Quock
Walker £50 in damages. Jenni-
son appealed but lost.
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Jennison sued John Caldwell
and his son Seth, claiming they
knew that Quock was his prop-
erty and seduced him away.
Jennison won that suit and was
awarded £25 in damages, but
the Caldwells appealed that de-
cision and won.

Quock Walker’s claim against
Jennison triggered an indictment
by the Commonwealth for as-
sault on and false imprisonment
of Quock Walker. This was the
opportunity for Massachusetts
Attorney General Robert Treat
Paine to assert that Nathaniel
Jennison had assaulted and
imprisoned a free man, despite
Jennison’s protestations that he
owned Quock by his marriage
to James Caldwell’s widow Isa-
bel. The jury did not buy Jen-
nison’s defense and found him
guilty of the charges. And as de-
scribed at the beginning of this
story, it provided Chief Justice
Cushing the opportunity to ren-
der his opinion that slavery was
not compatible with the 1780
Massachusetts Constitution.

Quock Walker successfully
completed his quest for per-
sonal freedom, and in doing so,
he helped raise other enslaved
people in the Commonwealth to
free status. %

Lucy Allen ts a historian and a
member of the Barre Historical Soci-
ety. She offers talks on historical people,
places and events throughout the year
at various locations. Her most recent
event was the fune 17 guided hike to
the Prince Walker (Quock’s brother)
burial ground and homestte.

Find out more at the Society’s website
barremalustoricalsociety.org or its
Facebook page.
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SOLARFARM

continued from page 1

records indicate that no solar
farm has been approved, and
no active town project currently
exists.

The concerns stem from a
proposal that has resurfaced
over several years involving land
near the WTAG radio towers on
Shrewsbury Street.

According to a Holden
Municipal Light Department
(HMLD) notice distributed in
the fall of 2017, the utility had
been approached by a com-
pany interested in constructing
a large solar energy project on
the Shrewsbury Street property
where the WTAG radio towers
are located. Under the proposal,
the privately developed facil-
ity would generate electricity
that would be sold directly to
HMLD.

At the time, HMLD em-
phasized that it was giving the
proposal “serious review” and
stated that, if an agreement
proved satisfactory, the project
could provide Holden ratepay-
ers with “reasonably priced re-
newable energy for an extended

period of time.”

The notice also said the proj-
ect would support HMLD’s
goal of maintaining stable elec-
tric rates while increasing the
amount of carbon-free electric-
ity supplied to customers. Before
any project could continue,
however, it would require re-
views and approvals from mul-
tiple local boards, including the
Planning Board, Zoning Board
of Appeals and Conservation
Commission, in addition to
complying with Holden’s Solar
Bylaw.

Nearly eight years later,
discussion of a solar project
surfaced again in the Municipal
Electric Power Advisory Board’s
February 27, 2025, meeting.

According to those minutes,
HMLD General Manager Barry
Tupper informed the advisory
board that he had signed a Let-
ter of Intent with Green Tower,
LLC. The purpose of the agree-
ment was to allow both parties
to negotiate a Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) for a proposed
6-megawatt solar project at 412
Shrewsbury Street.

The minutes state that all
electricity generated by the pro-
posed facility would be sold to

HMLD. They also make clear
that “neither party is obligated
to finalize the PPA,” meaning
no binding agreement has been
reached and the project is still in
the discussion stage.

At the September 4, 2025
HMLD advisory board meeting,
Tupper noted under his updates
“Green Tower Solar (WTAG)

— We are close to having an ex-
ecuted PPA.”

The proposed solar facility
was one of several energy-
related topics discussed during
the February meeting. Board
members also received updates
on HMLD’s battery energy
storage system, which gener-
ated approximately $38,573 in
savings during January through
reduced peak electrical demand.
Additional updates included the
utility’s interest in hydroelectric
projects in New Hampshire as
part of its broader renewable
energy strategy.

Despite those discussions,
town officials say there is no ap-
proved solar project before the
Town of Holden.

Holden Select Board Vice
Chair Linda Long-Bellil said,
“There is no solar project in
existence at this time. The town

has been approached by an
interested party that wants to
discuss the possibility of a solar
project.”

Long-Bellil explained that
Article 27 authorized the town
manager to enter into discus-
sions with the interested party
but did not approve construction
of a solar facility.

“If a concrete solar project
proposal were to emerge from
those negotiations, then it would
need approval from the Board
of Selectmen, the Planning
Board, the Conservation Com-
mission, and other relevant
boards and committees and
public input would be sought
during those processes,” she
wrote.

Taken together, the available

public records show that Holden
has explored the possibility of
hosting a solar facility for several
years. The proposal discussed

in 2017 and the Letter of Intent
referenced in the 2025 HMLD
advisory board minutes show
that conversations have contin-
ued over time. However, based
on statements from town of-
ficials and the public documents
reviewed, no solar farm has
been authorized for construc-
tion.

Should a formal proposal
move forward, it will be subject
to multiple levels of municipal
review, public hearings and
regulatory approvals before any
work can begin. WIP will con-
tinue to monitor this subject.
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Bay Path students clinch prestigious accolades -
and Congressional recognition

By GRETHELINE BOLANDRINA

The Bay Path Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School
STEM Club’s Lemelson-MIT
InvenTeam project reached
a series of historic milestones
that capped months of rigorous
engineering with a functional
prototype, a pending patent ap-
plication, and major accolades
from Capitol Hill.

The student-led team is tack-
ling a pervasive mobility barrier:
the inefficiency and safety haz-
ards of standard wheelchairs on
difficult beach terrain. Driven
by a mission to restore user in-
dependence, comfort, and safety,
these dedicated young inventors
successfully designed, built, and
tested a fully operational track-
extension prototype tailored spe-
cifically to the needs of a local
beneficiary.

The project’s momentum
was fueled by a powerful com-
munity bond. Before the team’s
national presentations began,

the students met with their local
beneficiaries to demonstrate the
current iteration of the wheel-
chair.

“They told us they didn’t ex-
pect us to make it this far,” the
team recalled. “To be able to
exceed their expectations was
a truly special moment for us.
Hearing how proud they were
boosted every team member’s
spirits and gave us the drive to
finish the wheelchair this com-
ing fall. We can’t wait to see
their joy when we deliver the
final working model.”

To solve the complex engi-
neering challenges of beach
terrain, the team’s sustainability
sub-group researched and se-
lected eco-friendly, durable plas-
tics for the prototype extensions
and a specialized driving belt for
the actual track. By engineer-
ing track extensions that attach
seamlessly to the front and back
wheels, the students minimized
bulk—ensuring the chair can
easily fit into a standard car

trunk—while drastically im-
proving shock absorption and
stability on uneven sand. The
low-profile attachment height
ensures that users with severe
mobility difficulties can transi-
tion on and off the chair safely
and with ease.

The journey began in the
classroom, sparked by the vi-
sion of Bay Path Science &
Engineering Teacher and
STEM Club Advisor, Kristine
Wade, who guided the students
through the intensive Lemelson-
MIT application process. With
financial backing from the “Bay
Path Family”—including faculty,
peers, and local community do-
nors—the team raised the funds
necessary to travel and present
at the prestigious MI'T Open
House in June.

During the event, the In-
venTeam demonstrated their
engineering approach and
showcased components of their
prototype. Beyond the techni-
cal presentations, the weekend
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served as a masterclass in col-
laboration.

“This experience made me
realize how similar everyone
really is. We all have the same
purpose: to make a difference,”
a team member reflected. The
community aspect was felt
immediately during a nerve-
wracking practice run: ‘A
student from a California In-
venTeam started clapping and
shouting, “You've got this!’ It put
everyone at ease. Making the in-
vention was a great experience,
but so were the friends we met
along the way.”

The team’s commitment
to humanitarian engineering
caught the attention of federal
lawmakers. In a surprise morn-
ing meeting, Wade presented
the team with a major honor:
A Certificate of Special Gon-
gressional Recognition from
Massachusetts Senator Edward
Markey.

In addition to the congres-
sional certificate, the group
received an official plaque
from the national Lemelson-
MIT program. Standout team
members Jazzelle Wolver-
son (Webster) and Matilda
Paradis (Southbridge) were

individually honored with the
program’s prestigious Gommu-
nications Award for pioneering
a new era of project outreach.

As the first InvenTeam to
replace traditional written
monthly newsletters with high-
energy video logs, Wolverson
and Paradis used Adobe Pre-
miere Pro to translate complex
engineering data into engaging
Instagram VLOGs (@bpinvent-
eam). The innovative storytelling
format was so successful it was
officially featured on the MIT
News website.

“Since I am in the Program-
ming and Web Development
shop, this was the best way I
could contribute,” explained
Wolverson. “I would stop re-
cording during meetings to ask
the technical team questions
about their processes. It became
a beautiful way to connect with
my teammates, and through it,
I discovered a genuine lifelong
passion for video editing.”

Taking their project into the
professional arena, the STEM
Club has officially secured intel-
lectual property protection for

BAY PATH

continued on page 7
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Small habits help shape a stronger financial future

i |

Anne-Marie Kelley

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Financial security doesn’t
have to come from a big sal-
ary, a lucky investment or
some dramatic turning point.
For most people, wealth is
built more simply, through
small habits repeated many
times over.

If you're like many young
people, you may feel you don’t
have enough money to start
investing. The reality is that
you're in a great position to
build the small habits that will

help you create lasting wealth.
Here are five tips to help you
get started.

1. Automate savings before
you spend.

One of the most powerful
financial habits you can build
is among the easiest. Set up
an automatic transfer such
as by contributing to an em-
ployer retirement plan or ex-
ploring if you can direct part
of your paycheck to a savings
or investment account.

This helps remove the
temptation to spend that
money instead of saving it.
Even setting aside 1% to 5%
of your income can help build
momentum over time.

2. Watch the small stuff.

It’s easy to dismiss a §15-a-
month streaming service or
a §6 coffee twice a week. But
those small purchases add up.
Forgotten subscriptions, food
delivery fees and impulse buys
can quietly drain your bank
account.

“Just $25 a week, if in-

vested well, can grow into

the thousands in a few short
years.”Scan your recurring
charges regularly, cancel what
you don’t use and put that
money to work instead.

3. Don't let your lifestyle
outpace your income.
When you get a raise or

bonus, it’s tempting to up-

grade your apartment, car
or everyday spending. This

“lifestyle creep” can be a sig-

nificant hindrance to building

wealth.

Here’s an alternate ap-
proach: Every time your in-
come goes up, increase your
savings rate before anything
else. Even saving half of a
raise while spending the rest
puts you ahead.

4. Start now, even
imperfectly.

Don’t wait to start investing.

Even if you can only set aside
a small amount each month,
do it. Starting just five to 10
years earlier can result in sig-
nificantly more wealth down

the line, even if the early con-
tributions are small, thanks to
compounding.

Compounding means your
contributions earn interest,
and even that interest earns
interest. Over decades, that
snowball effect can make a
world of difference.

5. Stay aware,

not obsessed.

You don’t necessarily need
to track every dollar you
spend. But you do need to be
aware of your money habits.
A quick weekly or monthly
check-in on your accounts,
spending patterns and prog-
ress toward savings goals can
help you catch problems early.

Financial awareness also
means protecting what you
build. An emergency fund
covering three to six months
of total expenses keeps one
bad month from becoming a
financial crisis. Avoiding high-
interest debt does the same.
These defensive habits make
everything else possible.

Your financial future likely

won’t be shaped by one big
decision. Instead, it will prob-
ably be built by small choices
you make every day. And the
best time to start making good
choices is now.

If you're looking for a
thoughtful partner to help
you bring more clarity to your
financial life, contact Anne-

Marie today!

Anne-Marie Kelley

Edward Jones Financial Advisor
1161 Main St. Suite 1

Holden, MA 01520
508-210-3304
Anne-marie.kelley
@edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Sponsored articles are submutted by our
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponstble for the content of this article.
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First and second graders honored after 911 call saves
their grandfather

By MARTHA AKSTIN

We know heroes come in all
sizes.

But in Rutland, they come
in the form of two little boys,
Anthony, aged 8 and Beau, aged
7 who saved their grandfather’s
life.

On Monday; June 15, Jes-
sica Caloiaro left her two sons
Anthony and Beau Hickey with
her father so she could drive to
Boston and be with her mother
who had just been admitted to
a hospital there. She was almost
in the city when Anthony called
her to say that Grandpa had
fallen and was not responding
to him. She told Anthony to
hang up and call 911 while she
called her father’s neighbor (to
check on the boys) and then
her mother to say that she had
to turn around and return to
Rutland.

“That was a difficult ride,”
remembered Caloiaro about her
solo ride back to Rutland, wor-

rying not only about her father,
but also how her two boys were
managing the experience.

But back in Rutland, the two
brothers were handling the ex-
perience quite well. While Beau
found their grandfather’s oxygen
tank, Anthony dialed 911, which
connected to the Central Mass
Regional 911 District. He spoke
with dispatcher Raymond Balser
and calmly told him his name,
the address where they were,
and what had happened.

Beau applied the oxygen mask
but then Anthony told Balser
that their grandfather had
stopped breathing. Balser told
Anthony he would have to begin
chest compressions for CPR and
described how to perform the
life-saving technique. “He spoke
clearly, calmly, and followed di-
rections perfectly,” said Balser.

When Rutland EMS arrived,
the grandfather had resumed
breathing on his own and
was awake, alert, and able to
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speak with paramedics. He was
transported by ambulance to a
Worcester hospital.

For their calm, courageous,
life-saving actions, Rutland Fire
Department held a young hero
award ceremony on June 22
at Naquag Elementary School
where Anthony is in second
grade and Beau 1s in first grade.
Attending were school staff,
teachers, students, Rutland
paramedics, dispatchers from
the Central Mass. Regional 911
District, and the Rutland Fire
Department.

The two brothers stood next
to each other while RFD Cap-
tain Justin Bassett recounted
their life-saving actions and
presented each boy with a com-
mendation, after which their
schoolmates clapped, stomped
their feet, and shouted their
names.

As Bassett described it, he has
never heard any adult handle
such a stressful situation so
calmly. “They displayed ma-
turity and compassion beyond
their years,” said Bassett, “and
that should be recognized and
commended.”

After the gym emptied and
photographs were taken with
their mother, paramedics, fire
personnel, and dispatchers, An-
thony was asked what he would
like to do when he grew up. “I'd
like to be a firefighter,” he said,

“so I can save lives.” %

&

Left to Right: Beau, Jessica, and Anthony at the Naquag
Elementary School award ceremony. Photo by Martha Akstin

el

Artist Reception at Gale Free Library

On Thursday July 9, from 6-7 pm an artists’ reception will be held at the Gale Free Library
for the artists Mary and John Zywar whose work is featured at the library for July.
Light refreshments will be served.
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Hometown Harvest

Garden plant management

By RoGER McGAUGHEY

July is a time to enjoy our gar-
dens and give ourselves credit
for producing the color spec-
tacle that shows up in summer.
Whether it’s from perennials or
annuals, it’s also time to reflect
and even plan for next year. Is
our color scheme turning out
as we planned or are there ad-
ditions that we would like to
make? Maybe it’s not too late to
find some material in the garden
centers to supplement what we
have.

While many thoughts might
be buzzing around in your
heads, it’s important to look at
the plants that you have in your
gardens and study how they are

performing, Perennials especially

may need extra care and atten-
tion. One of the little white lies
that I told my wife years ago
when I started on my garden
creation journey was “‘Perenni-
als, you just plant them and for-
get all about them.” Wrong!! To
ensure good plant presentation
and long flowering life many va-
rieties need help along the way:
Will adverse weather condi-

tions, like rain and wind, dam-
age the plants? Some varieties,

for example, Physostegia, phlox,
verbena, salvia, and echinacea,
could benefit from a bit of foli-
age support. I use green garden
twine, bought from Amazon,

to loosely tie around the foliage
to give extra support and help
the plants keep their shape if
adverse weather conditions hap-
pen. (Photo 1) Sometimes, extra
stakes might be necessary or use-

ful but often a simple wrapping
around with twine is sufficient.
The garden twine blends in with
the plant’s foliage and is gener-
ally not noticeable. Even some
low-growing varieties could, in
conjunction with staking, benefit

BAY PATH

continued from page 4

their design. Moving past their
initial goal of a provisional fil-
ing, the team finalized their
rigorous legal documentation
and submitted a formal patent
application on June 14, 2026.
The invention officially holds a
“patent pending” status—a rare,
monumental achievement for
high school-aged inventors.

The group’s technical prowess
also translated to the competi-
tive stage this spring. Showcas-
ing elite technical skills at the
State SkillsUSA Competition,
Bay Path students secured an
impressive fourth-place finish
in Web Design and commercial
technical fields, cementing their
reputation as rising leaders in
the regional engineering pipe-
line.

The profound experience of
balancing rigorous engineer-
ing, legal patent applications,
and public speaking has per-
manently shaped the students’

career trajectories.

“Everything we’ve gone
through has made me realize
that hard work and determina-
tion bring you closer to your
goals,” Wolverson noted. “I
have always wanted a computer
science degree, and these expe-
riences have made my commu-
nication skills concrete. When
I go to college, I want to join a
STEM or robotics club, so I can
keep creating inventions that
make a real difference outside
of high school.”

An undertaking of this scale
requires a massive village. The
STEM Club extends its deepest
gratitude to the Lemelson-MIT
program, Advisor Kris Wade,
master educator Mr. Doug
Scott, their dedicated project
beneficiaries, and the entire
local donor community for pro-
viding the guidance, funding,
and belief that turned a class-
room concept into a transforma-
tive, patented reality.

This is a follow-up to the Bay Path
article that appeared in the December
2025 issue of WEP %

from tying up. To aid this pro-
cess I use last year’s pruned-off
raspberry canes to produce the
small sticks needed to provide
support for the shorter plants.

Another plant management
technique is acting at the right
time. Will the first flush of flow-
ers come and go and we won’t
get an extension of the flowering
process? The container photos
show an Osteospermum plant in
the mixed planter with the first
round of spent flowers pinched
off. The plant is now supported
by four sticks and tied up. An-
other round of flower buds is
beginning to form, and a second
flush of flowers will be produced
in due course. Last year, I had
flowers on a similar plant right
through into late fall. Not bad
from one six-inch plant that was
potted up in early April. (Photos
2&3)

In some varieties, e.g, salvia,
once the first batch of flow-
ers has finished, cutting off the
whole flowering stem is a neces-
sary exercise that can signifi-
cantly add to the extension of
color in your garden. (Photo 4)
Other varieties that benefit from
cutting back are: Nepeta, lady’s
mantle, yarrow, coneflower, and
hardy geranium. The salvia
photo shows how the first flow-
ering stem has been removed,

allowing two more to develop
and take its place. A little bit of
plant maintenance can be very
rewarding and will justify the
time spent.

This is what gardening is all
about: getting in and around
your plants, touching and feeling
them and really benefitting from
the closeness to nature. 3
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Serving up success: Nathan Tran wraps up his WRHS
tennis career

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Tennis wasn’t a sport that
Nathan Tran was looking at,
but after his father introduced
him to the game at the age of
five, it became something that
he wanted to pursue. Wachusett
High School senior Tran likes
the thought process of learning
to improve his tennis skills and
to work through the challenges
that don’t come easy.

“In the beginning I was really
pretty bad, but I never gave up,”
he said. “When I was in middle
school, I started to get better
and began winning — it all be-
came more rewarding for me.”

Tran continued to take to the
tennis courts and by the time he
arrived at Wachusett Regional
he was ready to play for the high
school. As a freshman he was
placed on the doubles team, and
it was a flashback to his early
years with the sport.

“Playing doubles my freshman
year, I have to be honest with
you, I was not very good at all,”
Tran said. “I was not used to be
right at the net; I was more ac-
customed to singles where I was
back further.”

It took him some time to get
used to playing doubles and
now that he has the two-man
game down, he is more open to
playing it. But as a freshman,
doubles was a nightmare for the
first half of the season.

As a sophomore he was able

to move out of the doubles cir-
cuit and into singles play. Tran
would spend the year playing
third singles for the Mountain-
eers, a place where he was much
more comfortable, despite hav-
ing a few rough games during
the season.

But those tough games helped
Tran decide to pursue private
lessons, which helped him learn
new techniques and strategies
that improved his game. In ad-
dition, he decided to adjust his
exercise sched-
ule: he began
running to the
gym, doing his
workout, and
then running
home. Prior to
his junior season
on the tennis
courts, he also
joined the in-
door track team
where he ran
sprints.

Running for
the Wachusett
track team
helped him to
become quicker
on the court: he moved his feet
much better and his game con-
tinued to steadily improve.

Entering his fourth and final
season at Wachusett, Tran was
looking to keep his record above
.500 while playing the best ten-
nis that he had ever played. He
was also named a captain and
wanted to help lead the team

Find Balance Through
Specialized Therapy

Specializing in telehealth outpatient
therapy for adults and youth

* Anxiety & Burnout: Silencing the

“what-ifs” and people-pleasing.

e Chronic lllness Support: Navigating
the mental toll of physical health.
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BALANCE

* Addiction Recovery: Finding a
sustainable path to wellness.

e Authentic Living: Building a life
that honors your energy limits.

BCBS, Aetna, Carelon, Cigna, and Quest Behavioral Health accepted

-

and provide leadership to the
younger players.

He feels that he accomplished
those goals and was able to se-
cure a winning record for the
Mountaineers at his second
singles position. Despite a cou-
ple games in which could have
played better, he still felt that he
was very competitive with his
play on the courts.

“Nathan is one that is always
willing to go above and beyond
for the team’s sake,” Wachusett
Boys’ Tennis Coach Tony Bris-
sette said. “He goes out of his
way to help other players in any
way that he can; he’s a great
player and is always positive.”

Brissette went on to say that

-4
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Tran had won some big matches
for the team this year. On two
occasions, the coach recalled
Tran being very tired, but the
team needed him to win his
match so they could take home
the victory:

“He was totally exhausted
when I talked to him, but he
pushed through his tiredness
and won his matches,” said Bris-
sette. “It was really impressive to
watch.”

Brissette awarded Tran — for
the third consecutive season -
with the Coach’s Award, which
best exemplifies a team player.
In his 27 years of coaching ten-
nis, Brissette has never given this
award to one player three times
in their career.

Now that his season and high
school career have come to an
end, Tran would like to continue
to improve his game and take it
to the next level. He will attend
the University of Massachusetts
at Amherst, which takes part in

Division 1 sports. Tran doesn’t
believe that he could make the
team, so he is planning on play-
ing club-level tennis. In order

to play at UMass, no matter the
level, Tran will have to work
hard this summer on his game.

Playing tennis on the next
level wasn’t something that he
had ever really thought of until
last season when he focused on
becoming fitter and more ath-
letic, which helped him to play
much better tennis.

“Playing at UMass will be a
big step forward,” Tran said.
“But I would have never been
able to accomplish it without
Coach [Brissette]. He was defi-
nitely an impact. And during
my sophomore year when I truly
doubted my skills, he not only
believed in me but talked me
into continuing.”

Now Tran would like to repay
his coach by playing well on the
next level — college. %

FREELANCE WRITERS NEEDED!

Do you have a talent for engaging writing that informs and inspires?

We are looking for local writers interested in telling stories important to the area.
If so, Our Town Publishing wants you to join our team of dedicated journalists.
If interested, please submit writing samples to martha@localtownpages.com
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Rutland native finds her calling

By CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY,
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Lily MacDonnell grew up
experiencing all kinds of sports
in her early years. But the
Rutland native was looking to
not only find something that
she enjoyed but something
that she could grow into. She
had played softball but had
dropped that sport. While she
still plays basketball in the
winter, soccer has become her
ultimate sport.

“Soccer was something that
I found was fun,” she said. “I
really liked running around in
the outdoors, so it became a
sport that I wanted to play on
a regular basis.”

While playing for the Rut-
land recreational league, she
realized that she needed to up
her game and skills on the soc-
cer field. So, four years ago she
hooked up with the Worcester
FC Stars, a club soccer pro-
gram where she has been able
to improve upon her skills as
well as meet and make a lot of
new friends.

“The FC Stars gave me a
lot more coaching, and I was
able to define my skill level,”
MacDonnell said. “Here you
learn from your mistakes and
become a better player. I knew
that I wanted to learn how to
dribble effectively while mak-
ing moves to get past players.”

Prior to joining the FC Stars.
MacDonnell was one to take
the ball and just try to run
past other players. Now she
has learned how to properly
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dribble while running and is
able to get to the net without
losing the ball.

MacDonnell and her team-
mates take part in many
tournaments throughout the
season. During their final tour-
nament this year at the Boston
Invitational Cup, the Stars
were able to go undefeated
during their five games and
took home first place. Mac-
Donnell scored seven goals
during the tournament and
was awarded the Golden Boot
Award.

The Rutland native was
surprised to have earned that

award.

“In the past my confidence
hadn’t been there, and I was
hesitating a lot. I found my-
self doing things wrong on
the field,” she said. “I think it
all started when I joined the
FC Stars, there were a lot of
good players around me and it
intimidated me. I believe that
I have a powerful shot, but
I don’t always take it when I
should.”

With her skills having im-
proved throughout the year,
she hit her stride right before
the Boston tournament.

“Scoring my first goal was

154 Riverlin St.
Millbury, MA 01527
BarkNBubblesMillbury.com

508-865-8155

Lily MacDonnell. Photos submitted

very exciting and got me to
thinking that I can do this,” she

said. “Then when I kept scoring,
I started to become relaxed and

my game got better.”
Earning the Golden Boot
Award made her extremely
proud of all the demand-
ing work she has put into the
sport. It will also be the one

tournament that will stick with

her for a while.

Her success in the season’s
final tournament came at the
right time as she will be enter-
ing Wachusett Regional High
School in the fall and looking
to play for the Mountaineers.
The incoming freshman feels
that the Wachusett coaching
staff will know who she is and

what she can accomplish on
the soccer field.

As an incoming freshman
she 1s hoping that she can
make the junior varsity squad.
But she would also be satis-
fied if she were placed on the
freshman team.

“I feel that I could accomplish
so much more with the junior
varsity team,” MacDonnell said.
“I am good with my assisting
but want to continue to work on
making my way to the net.”

The Rutland athlete’s ultimate
goal is to play on the collegiate
level. While she has thought
about playing at that level, she is
focused on getting ready to play
high school soccer — and forge a
career with Wachusett. %
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His most recent move was to a fantastic
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Regional Calendar of Events

If you have a non-profit event you would like included in the Calendar, please email information to Martha@localtownpages.com

Wednesday, July 8

Massachusetts Emancipation Day. Sec
this month’s WEFP cover story by
Barre resident and historian Lucy
Allen. She explains how the roots
of this state holiday — and the start
of the abolition of slavery in Mas-
sachusetts - began with an enslaved
man who lived in Barre.

Through July

Massasoit Art Guild Show at Paxton
Senior Center. Five members of the
Massasoit Art Guild of Spencer
will display their creations at an art
show in the Paxton Senior Center,
17 West St. The show will run
through August from 10 am to 1
pm on weekdays. Enjoy the colorful
exhibit and cast your vote for the
Best in Show. All are welcome.

Thursday July 9

11.am-12 pm: Special Storytime
Show on the lawn at the Gale Free
Library. Get ready for a story-time
double feature For one morning
only, Mr. Kevin and Miss Rachel,
your two favorite librarians, will
perform a special story-time show
with stories, singing, dancing, and
more.

12-1 pm: The Greatest Generation Still
Speaking at the Rutland Senior Cen-
ter. This compelling, multi-format
presentation by John Mollica cap-
tures the strength behind and be-
yond that era’s wartime valor.

3:30-6:30 pm: Paxton Garden Club's
farmers market. Enjoy fresh, local
farm products and handmade
goods. Behind the Senior Center,
17 West St.

6:30-8:30 pm: Paxton’s Summer music
series kicks off with The Vig. At the
Paxton bandstand. facebook.com/
thevighand Sponsor: Mass Cultural
Council. Seven Saws will provide
adult beverages, and the snack
shack will be open.

Friday, July 10

2:30-4:30 pm: Library Book Sale and
Donation Days sponsored by Friends
of Richards Memorial Library. Do-
nate books. Shop for books. All on
the same day! Proceeds benefit li-
brary programs. The Friends accept
donations only during scheduled
dates and times: gently used books,
DVDs, CDs, and video games.
They do not accept textbooks,
magazines, encyclopedias, VHS
tapes, or bootleg CDS/DVDs. Do

not leave books when the library is
not open. The book sale continues
tomorrow, the 11th, from 10 am-2
pm. There will be no book sale in
August.

6-9 pm: Summer Concerts in Rutland
featuring The Army Band for the
250th on the Common. For more
information, see the town website
rutlandma.gov.

Fridays, July 10 & July 24

2-3:30 pm: Free Play Fridays at the
Gale Free Library. Cool off on a
hot Friday with some gaming in the
Program Room. Board games and
a Nintendo Switch will be available!
Children aged 6 and under must be
accompanied by an adult.

Saturday, July 11

10 am-1 pm: Rutland’s Maker’s Market
on the Town Common. Local cre-
ators, small business owners, hand-
made goods, and artisan products.
Food vendors will be there offering
delicious bites to enjoy while you
shop. To become a vendor, see the
town’s website rutlandma.gov

Sunday, July 12

6-8 pm: The Holden Bandstand Sum-
mer Concert Series features Rick
Barron & The Quavers (Country
music). Attendees are encouraged to
bring their own chairs or blankets.

Monday, July 13

1:30 pm: Galileo Galilei: The Starry
Messenger by Mike Francis at the
Holden Senior Center. This is a
dramatic, fun-filled adaptation of
Galileo’s short treatise Siderius
Nuncius. Galileo, dressed in cos-
tume, will give a lecture on his most
recent discoveries made with his
newly invented spyglass. Please sign
up in person or call the Center.

Tuesday, July 14

2:30 pm: Veterans and American
Legion Meeting at the Holden Senior
Center. For more info, contact
Doug Harvey, Commander of Post
42 at 508-450-9965 or email har-
veyl234(@charter.net.

3-4 pm: Bead Axolotls At the Gale
Free Library for ages 7+. It’s ev-
eryone’s favorite Central American
amphibian! Make your own axolotl
out of beads to carry with you!
Summer crafts are available while
space and supplies last.

6:30 pm: Cooking Club at Gale Free

Caterpillar Count:
Ecological
Monitoring at
Richards Memorial

Library

Saturday, July 11, 11am-
12pm This program is open
to all but is geared to young
people. Participants must be
able to focus, follow direc-
tions, and treat living beings
respectfully.

Library. Let’s Make A “Food Rain-
bow!” Registration required. You've
probably heard that it’s smart to
“eat the rainbow.” Colorful foods
tend to be packed with nutrients,
and eating a wide variety of colors
is even better. Let’s dig into these
vibrant, healthy, everyday recipes
we love using in our own kitchens.
Bring your creation and the recipe
to share.

6:30-7:30 pm: Terrariums for Teens for
ages 12-18 at Richards Memorial
Library. Learn about succulent care
and then create a terrarium with
live plants, rocks, accessories, and
more. Thanks to the Paxton Gar-
den Club for collaborating with the
library to make this program pos-
sible. To ensure there are enough
supplies, RSVP at the library or go
here: https://bitly/4uMAPT2

Wednesday, July 15

4-5 pm: Wingmasters: Birds of Prey at
the Holden Senior Center. Learn
about some of the birds of prey
native to the Holden area, Birds
of prey, also known as raptors, are
hunting birds that boast the best
eyesight and sharpest hearing in the
animal kingdom. This presentation
will include five live birds. Thank
you to the Holden Cultural Council
for sponsoring this event.

Thursday, July 16

Blackston River tour bus trip spon-
sored by the Friends of Paxton
Council on Aging. Enjoy a river
tour, lunch at Davenport’s Restau-
rant in Providence, and a stop at
Wright’s Farm Bakery. For info &
details contact Deb Grensavitch at
508-245-4952 or email her at gren-
savitchd@aol.com

10:30 am-noon: The Craft of Writing
Workshop at the Gale Free Library.
“Politics and Polemics.” Online
via Zoom. Registration required.
Participants will look at examples
of writers responding to current
events and discuss what makes some
responses “political” and others
“polemical.”

1 pm: Felted Bluebird workshop at the
Holden Senior Center. All materials
will be provided. Register in person
with $20 fee.

6:30-8:30 pm: Paxton’s Summer Music
Series continues with This Guy That
Guy at the Paxton bandstand. face-
book.com/SKMnCo. Seven Saws
will provide adult beverages, and
the snack shack will be open.

Thursdays, July 16, 23, & 30

10-10:30 am: Lap-sit Story Times at
the Gale Free Library for ages 2
and under. Join Miss Rachel for
songs, short picture-book stories,
and more. If there is rain or ex-
treme heat, story times will be in the
Program Room on the second floor;
otherwise, they will be on the lawn.

11-11:30 am: Pre-K Story Times at the
Gale Free Library for ages 3-6. Join
Mr. Kevin for lots of laughs and fun
stories! If there is rain or extreme
heat, story times will be in the Pro-
gram Room on the second floor;
otherwise, they will be on the lawn.

Friday, July 17

10-11 am: Read to Shamrock the
Reading Dog at Richards Memorial
Library. Bring or borrow a book
to read to Shamrock in a relaxed,
outdoor setting. Shamrock is a min-
iature labradoodle certified through
TDI (Therapy Dogs International).
Please check website for updates in
the event of inclement weather or
schedule changes.

6-9 pm: The Rutland Summer Concert
series featuring Wonderland Mafia
on the Common.

Fridays, July 17 & July 31

3-4:30 pm: LEGO Club at the Gale
Free Library for ages 4+. Come join
the summer LEGO Club! They will
build pieces for an end-of-summer
Big G Amusement Park. Come with
your family, grab a bin of LEGOS,
and build with us. No registration
necessary.

Saturday, July 18

7 pm: Dance at Finn Park, Rutland with
music by Dan Mackowiak. The
park’s 100th anniversary continues.
$10 per person. Questions/advance
ticket sales, call 508-723-0447.

Sunday, July 19

6-8 pm: The Holden Bandstand
Summer Concert Series features Rick
Barron & The Quavers (Country
music). Attendees are encouraged to
bring their own chairs or blankets.

Monday, July 20

1 pm: Heat and Tick awareness presen-
tation at the Holden Senior Center
by the Leicester Regional Public
Health Coalition. Heat safety and
education and tick awareness and
prevention strategies. Register in
person or call the office.

Tuesday, July 21

10-11 am: Dino Scavenger Hunt at
the Gale Free Library for ages 2-5.
Join Community Connections for a
roaring good time finding dinosaurs
on the lawn! This program helps
increase social, fine and gross motor
and problem-solving skills, and is a
fun way to build vocabulary.

6:30-7:30 pm: Kim the LEGO Lady for
ages 5-11 at Richards Memorial
Library. Take your LEGO building
to a whole new level. Explore new
ideas and create your own master-
piece in this encore LEGO work-
shop. All skill levels welcome. RSVP
at the library or here: https://bit.
ly/4w61kE4

Wednesday, July 22

11 am: Summer Music Comedy Show
at the Paxton Senior Center. Lun-
cheon at noon. Denis Cormier hits
all the right notes with this enter-
taining mix of music and comedy.
Take a stress break and enjoy! After
the show there’s a special lunch pre-
pared and sponsored by Ten West.
RSVP by July 17.

1:30 pm: America the Beautiful in Song
by David Polansky at the Holden
Senior Center. Patriotic songs from
various eras in American history.

Thursday, July 23

1-2 pm: Henry the Juggler on the
lawn at the Gale Free Library.

CALENDAR
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HOLDEN

Gale Free Library, 23 Highland St., Holden. 508.210.5569; galefreelibrary.org;

galefreelibrary@gmail.com

Holden Community Garden, Jessica Cosenza, 508.284.6612
Holden Recreation, 1420 Main St., Holden. 508.829.0263; holdenma.gov
Holden Senior Center, 1130 Main St., Holden. 508.210.5570;

holdenma.gov
Holden Garden Club, holdengardenclub.org

Holden Woman’s Club, HoldenWomansClubMA@gmail.com

PAXTON

Paxton Council on Aging, 17 West St., Paxton. 508.756.2833;

paxtonma.gov; clove@paxtonma.gov

Richards Memorial Library, 44 Richards Ave., Paxton. 508.754.0793;

rmipaxton.org; richards@cwmars.org

Paxton Recreation, townofpaxton.net/recreation-department
Paxton Garden Club, paxtongardenclub.com

Paxton Women’s Club, paxtonwomansclub.com
RUTLAND

Rutland Senior Center, 53 Glenwood Road, Rutland; 508.886.7945;
rutlandma.gov; nancyn@rutlandma.gov
Rutland Free Public Library, 280 Main St., Rutland; 508.886.4108;
rutlandlibrary.org; kerry@rutlandlibrary.org

Rutland Recreation, Community Hall, 250 Main St., Rutland.; 508.886.4100,

ext 3011; rutlandma.gov; cfrohock@rutlandma.gov

Rutland Historical Society, 232 Main St.; 508-886.4893;

rutlandmahistoricalsociety.org

Rutland Food Pantry, 290 Main Street, Rutland. 774-696-3008.

REGIONAL

Wachusett Area Chamber of Commerce, 1174 Main St., Holden,

508-829-9220, info@wachusettareachamber.org

Wachusett Food Pantry, 50 Worcester Rd., Sterling. 978-563-1064.

Wachusettfoodpantry.org
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By the Numbers

By MARTHA AKSTIN

.

We looked at the number of voters in each town that WFP covers  Paxton

and showed how many participated at the annual town elections, Total number of registered voters as of May 4: 3,847 Scan this
annual town meetings, and special town meetings, when applicable.  Voters at the May 4 Annual Town Meeting: 156 or 4.1% QR CODE
We thank each of the town clerks for their assistance in compiling Number of voters who voted at the May 11 Annual Town Election: to visit our
this information. 598 or 15.5% Facebook Page

As Thomas Jefterson said, “We do not have government by the
majority. We have government by the majority who participate.”

Number of voters at the June 22 Special Town Meeting: 150 or
3.9%

Holden

Total number of registered voters as of May 1: 15,939

Number of voters who voted in the May 11 Annual Town Election:
3,350 or 21.02%

Number of voters at the June 8 Annual Town Meeting: 208 or 1.3%

Rutland
Total number of registered voters on May 8: 7,755
Voters at the May 9 Annual Town Meeting: 388 or 5.0%

Number of voters who voted at the May 11 Annual Town Election:
1,883 or 24.3%

Number of voters at the June 16 Special Town Meeting: 431 or

5.5%

CALENDAR
continued from page 10

Henry the Juggler is considered
armed (and legged) and dangerous.
He is known to cause spontaneous
outbursts of laughter. Witness his
juggling show to see for yourself.
Thank you to the Holden Cultural
Council for sponsoring this event.

5-6 pm: Read to Shamrock the Reading
Dog at Richards Memorial Library.
Bring or borrow a book to read to
Shamrock in a relaxed, outdoor
setting. Shamrock is a miniature
labradoodle certified through TDI
(Therapy Dogs International).
Please check website for updates in
the event of inclement weather or
schedule changes.

6:30-8:30 pm: Paxton’s Summer Music
Series The Otters at the Paxton
bandstand. facebook.com/fun-
lovingmammals/ Sponsor: Mass
Cultural Council. Seven Saws will
provide adult beverages, and the
snack shack will be open.

Friday, July 24

10:30-11:15 am: Musicand Movement
Storytimes with Julie Stepanek Mur-
ray at Richards Memorial Library.
March, stomp, sing and stretch in
this interactive story time for young
children and their families. Thank
you to the Paxton Cultural Coun-
cil, alocal agency funded by Mass
Cultural Counctil, for funding this
program.

6-9 pm: The Rutland Summer Concert
series featuring Island Castaways on
the Common.

Sunday, July 26

12:30 pm: 55th Annual Chicken Bar-
beque at Finn Park, Rutland, as the
park’s 100th anniversary continues.
Raffle prizes and presentation
of scholarships. $18 per person,
chicken dinner, beverage and des-
sert. Advanced ticket sales: 508-
723-0447.

6-8 pm: The Holden Bandstand Sum-
mer Concert Series features Wachusett
Community Band (Show tunes).

Attendees are encouraged to bring
their own chairs or blankets.

Tuesday, July 28

10:30 am: Laughter Yoga at the Pax-
ton Senior Center. An important
dimension in Yoga is ... laughter!
Join registered instructor Terri Ger-
hardt in a complimentary session
of gentle stretching, breathing, and
laughter exercises involving clap-
ping, small movements or dance,
and a laughter meditation. RSVP
to the Center.

4-5 pm: Mike Bent’s Abrakidabra! at
the Holden Senior Center. This
magic show from the Nickelodeon
award-winning entertainer Mike
Bent is sure to captivate and en-
tertain all ages. You may even end
up on stage as part of the magic!
Thank you to the Holden Cultural
Council for sponsoring this event.

6-7 pm: Poetry Reading & Open Mi-
crophone at the Gale Free Library.
One of the exhibiting artists, John
Zywar, will read several poems
related to his asylum photography
project and other poems that have
been published. He will discuss his
approach to publishing both poetry
and photo art in literary magazines.
Attendees are welcome to read their
own poems. Zywar is a member of
the Worcester County Poetry As-
sociation and the Poetry Society of
New Hampshire.

6:30-7:30 pm: Protect our Pollinators
with naturalist Jerry Schneider at
Richards Memorial Library. Target
audience is ages 5-11 but all are
welcome to this fun, educational

conservation and art program.
Learn about local pollinators, in-
cluding bees, bats, hummingbirds,
beetles, dragonflies, and butterflies.
Then learn how to build and main-
tain habitat to help them. Then
make a pollinator-themed stenciled
t-shirts to take home. Thanks to the
Paxton Cultural Council, a local
agency funded by Mass Cultural
Counctil, for funding this program!

Wednesday, July 29

1:30 pm: Phil Andrew’s Steel Ac-
cent Steelband Trio in concert at
the Holden Senior Center. Join
this lively concert of island music
funded by the Holden Friends
Council on Aging. Register in per-
son or call the office.

6-7:30 pm: Art Club at the Gale Free
Library. Ages 16+. Registration
required. Join the monthly art club
and bring your own supplies or use
theirs: watercolor paints and paper,
brushes, pastels, colored pencils,
graphite, pens, collage materials,
and more. While there is no specific
project, there is a quotation, book
or image to inspire a(n optional)
response. This program is intended
for patrons of all abilities.

Thursday, July 30

4-5 pm: Sew an Emotional Support
Chicken at Richards Memorial Li-
brary. Create your own stuffie to
guide you through times of stress.
For children, tweens, and teens. No
prior sewing experience needed.
Register at the library.

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

§

—

JUALITY{CONSTRUCTIC

ERVIC

SIYOUGANITRUST]

New Homes ° Additions * ADUs
Remodeling * Basements ¢ Decks

STEVEANGEGONTRAG

—

:".I'D

508-450-4950

stevelangecontracting.com

6:30-8:30 pm: Paxton’s Summer Music
Series The Illusions Band at the
Paxton bandstand. Seven Saws will
provide adult beverages, and the
snack shack will be open.

Friday, July 31

6-9 pm: The Rutland Summer Concert
series featuring Hip Swayers on the
Common.

Saturday, August 1

10 am-1 pm: Rutland’s Maker’s Market
on the Town Common. Local cre-
ators, small business owners, hand-
made goods, and artisan products.
Food vendors will offer delicious
bites to enjoy while you shop. To
become a vendor, see the town’s
website rutlandma.gov

Sunday, August 2

6-8 pm: The Holden Bandstand Sum-
mer Concert Series features Elvis (Las
Vegas Show). Attendees are encour-
aged to bring their own chairs or
blankets.

Tuesday, August 4

3:30-5 pm: We all scream for ice cream
at Richards Memorial Library.
Drop in anytime between the hours
and enjoy a sweet treat. It is also the
last day to turn in summer reading
logs for prizes.

Thursday, August 6

6:30-8:30 pm: Paxton’s Summer Music
Series Paul Coourchaine at the Pax-
ton bandstand. facebook.com/paul-
courchainemusic. Sponsor: Mass
Cultural Council. Seven Saws will
provide adult beverages, and the
snack shack will be open.

Friday, August 7

6-9 pm: The Rutland Summer Concert
series featuring Donnelly Road on
the Common.

Sunday, August 9

6-8 pm: The Holden Bandstand Sum-
mer Concert Series features Holding
Back (60s music). Attendees are en-
couraged to bring their own chairs
or blankets.

Monday, August 10

10 am-8 pm: The town’s Special Elec-
tion will be held at Paxton Center
School.

Thursday, August 13

6:30-8:30 pm: Paxton’s Summer Music
Series The Valley Cats (Paxton
Center School’s music teacher Josh
Sabourin’s band) at the Paxton
bandstand. Sponsor: Paxton Wom-
an’s Club. Seven Saws will provide
adult beverages, and the snack
shack will be open.

PROFESSIONAL ELECTRICAL SERVICES = RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

= Residential and
Commerical Wiring

= New Construction
& Renovations

» Knob & Tube Rewiring
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- Service Panel Upgrades
» Panel Swaps
» LED Lighting Installation
» Smoke Detector Systems
... and more!

WILLIAM JACKSON
ELECTRICIAN

978-400-6580
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

MA JOURNEYMAN = LIC # 59759-B




Page 12

Wachusett Free Press | www.WachusettFreePress.com

July 9, 2026

/

) hipping

WEP will publish easy day trips by car from Holden, Paxton, or
Rutland to interesting places. If you would like to contribute a short
description with photo of one of your favorite places to visit, please email it
lo martha@localtownpages.com

Photo by Steve Urbanovitch
By STEVE URBANOVITCH

This day trip took us for a ride on the cruise ship Monhegan
through the Cape Cod Canal. The cruise features a live com-
mentary about the history and points of interest with breath-
taking views of the Bourne and Sagamore bridges. They offer
standard two- and three-hour cruises as well as summertime spe-
cialty cruises that include live music, Bingo and sunset cruises.

There is a snack bar that serves assorted items including local
beer, wine and spirits, four restrooms, and indoor and outdoor
seating. The cruise departs from the Onset town pier located at
184 Onset Ave., Onset, where metered parking is available. Cost
for an adult ticket is $24 for the two-hour cruise and $26 for the
three-hour cruise. Check the website for departure times and
more information: hylinecruises.com. 3

Rrivatelfunction Bandsfreturn|

Ispacestavailableld _ startinglSept312)
bookjyours da withiHitithelBus'!
partyjioday. 721030

Stop! b"Y,n% say
“Helloz” foday!

176 Reservoir St., (Rt 31), Holden * 508-829-2188

NEWSbitz

By MARTHA AKSTIN

Check the Calendar for list-
ings of each town'’s free Sum-
mer Music Series. Holden's
concerts are held Sundays at
the bandstand on Main Street,
Paxton’s are held Thursdays
at the bandstand on the field
behind PCS, and Rutland’s live
music are held on the Com-
mon Friday evenings. Bring
some snacks and drinks, a
chair or blanket (if you can
easily get up from the ground)
and enjoy some nights out.

Holden

« The town was rocked by
the recent deaths of two of its
favorite sons, Dan Harrington
and Rick Mansfield.

Daniel J. Harrington died on
June 6.
Bornin
Holden,
he re-
sided
here
most of
his life,
retiring
as presi-
dent
of Sunnyside Motors, a well-
known, well respected family
enterprise that had been in
business for more than 100
years. Dan was a respected
local figure who served on
the Better Business Bureau of
Central and Western Massa-
chusetts and in the Army Na-
tional Guard. He left behind
his wife Cathy, four children,
his mother Ann Harrington,
two sisters, and his beloved
grandchildren.

Richard S. Mansfield Jr. was
a deeply respected community
leader, funeral director, and
resident of Holden who died
on June 10. He and his wife
Beverly owned Miles Funeral
Home
since
1992
and
helped
innu-
merable
area
families
dur-
ing the
worse periods of their lives.
Rick served as chair of the
Holden Council on Aging and

was instrumental in construct-
ing the new senior center.

He was active with the Elder
Services of Worcester Area,
the Wachusett Area Rotary
Club, and the Wachusett Area
Chamber of Commerce. He
left behind his wife Beverly,
two children, and a beloved
granddaughter.

fifth and sixth generations.

- Hope Lives Here, the non-
profit in town that offers grief
counseling to help people
struggling with loss, is look-
ing for volunteers in several
capacities: watering and
weeding its Garden located
behind the Rutland Library, as
a facilitator at a monthly meet-

Left to right: Holden Grange Scholarship Committee co-chairman Orrie
Mason, recipient Gemma Paolilli, and her father Joseph Paolilli

These two men will be
deeply missed by many in not
only Holden, but Worcester
County.

- Holden Grange awarded
its W. Sumner and Howard L.
Jordan Scholarship to Gemma
Paolilli of Holden. In the fall,
she will attend the University
at Albany, majoring in atmo-
spheric science. Gemma'’s goal
to become a meteorologist
began early on. In her scholar-
ship essay she wrote, “Weather
has been my primary inter-
est for my entire life, even
when | was as young as 3 or
4, and I've set myself up in
every possible way to study
meteorology in college. | have
done a job shadowing at the
National Weather Service,
I've shadowed meteorology
college classes, and I've also
attended a summer camp that
was all about meteorology.
I'm thrilled that | finally get to
attend college, and study the
subject I've been interested in
for my entire life” See Photo
Finish for another award that
Gemma received - congratula-
tions!

The Grange scholarship is
named in memory of former
members, two brothers who
owned and operated Jordan
Dairy Farms, now run by the

ing, a program volunteer, or

to join its board of directors. If
you want to help this worthy
nonprofit, go to its website hl-
hgrief.org to learn more.

Paxton

« It seems you can't open a
paper or click on a news link
without hearing something
new about Anna Maria Col-
lege. The campus is now off
limits to town residents - or
anyone - driving or walking
on the property. The Sisters
of St. Anne, doing business as
Anna Maria College, have filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection, owing tens of mil-
lions of dollars to creditors
(including monies to the Town
of Paxton). The college has
allegedly reneged on a land
deal with an abutting neigh-
bor. Faculty, staff and student
artwork has been taken down
and is leaning against walls
waiting to be picked up by the
artists (although if no one is
allowed access to the prop-
erty, how can the artists pick
up their work). And of course
last but not least, the 260+
acre property is on the market,

NEWSBITZ

continued on page 14
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Real Estate Transfers

May 15, 2026 - June 14, 2026

Wachusett Free Press will publish Recorded
Land Transfers in Holden, Paxton, and Rut-
land from the 15th to the 14th of the preced-
ing months. For instance, this July issue pub-
lishes transfers from May 15 to June 14. This
information is gathered from the Worcester
Registry of Deeds’ website. Compiled by Karin
Warzybok.

HOLDEN

3 Torrey Ln. 05/15: Grantor Andrew Rob-
ert Marks to Grantees Nicolas Genovese
and Erin Genovese. $600,000.

186 Doyle Rd and Mountain St 05/15:
Grantors Adam Cahoone, Pamela (a-
hoone, and Adam R. Cahoone to Grant-
ee Christian Hernandez. $427,500.

56 Sherwood Hill Dr. 05/15: Grantors
Blasius Family Trust, James R. Blasius Tr,
and Rosemary R. Blasius Tr to Grantees
Susan Jane Cassidy and Lisa Marie Pepi.
$750,000.

210 Parker Ave. 05/18: Grantors Aaron
Robert Schlesinger, Michelle Christina
Schlesinger, Michelle Christina Serren-
tino, and Aaron Schlesinger to Grantees
Jonathan Rodriguez and Michele Bravo
Moran. $515,000.

197 High St. 05/18: Grantors Laudicea M.
DeOliveira Monteiro and Laudicea Mon-
teiro to Grantees Allison Pendleton and
Brian Pendleton. $460,000.

111 Homestead Rd. 05/19: Grantors
Kyle Jenket, Meaghan Rutledge, and
Meaghan Jenket to Grantee Kyle Jenket.
1.

79 Birchwood Dr. 05/19: Grantors Patricia
A. Celularo and Gloria Jean Celularo to
Grantees Patricia A. Celularo Tr, Gloria
Jean Celularo Tr, and Celularo Realty
Trust-2026. $1.

No Number Fisher Rd. 05/19: Grant-
ors Jonathan P. Reheuser, Jean Marie
Reheuser, and JeanMarie Reheuser to
Grantees Jonathan R. Reheuser Tr and
Jonathan P. Reheuser Trust. $100.

No Number Manning St. 05/20: Grantors
Douglas W. Drohan, Linda A. Drohan,
Linda Alice Goehle Drohan, and Linda
Goehle-Drohan to Grantees Jeffrey M.
Dolan and MaryEllen Dolan. $345,000.

81 Paugus Rd. 05/20: Grantors Steven M.
Richardson and Katherine T. Richardson
to Grantees Steven M. Richardson Tr,
Katherine T. Richardson Tr, and Richard-
son Irrevocable Trust. $1.

105 Bull Run 05/20: Grantors Kevin M. Ad-
ams and Colleen T. Adams to Grantees
Colleen T. Adams Tr, Kevin M. Adams Tr,
and Kevin M. Adams & Colleen T. Adams
Living Trust. $100.

146 Shrewsbhury St. 05/21: Grantors
Jerrold 0. Cote and Cecile M. Cote to
Grantees Mariam Jan and David Holden.
$562,000.

No Number North St. 05/22: Grantors
Teresa A. Parker Revocable Trust and

Teresa A. Parker Tr to Grantees Sean
Conger and Savanna Conger. $200,000.

54 Parker Ave. 05/22: Grantors James S.
Kieras and Peggy J. Kieras to Grantees
Matthew J. Kieras, Sarah E. Kieras, and
Marie A. Kieras-Skiba. $100.

129 Cannon Rd. 05/26: Grantors Rob-
ert P. Lavigne and Darla L. Lavigne to
Grantees Robert P. Lavigne Tr, Darla L.
Lavigne Tr, and Darla L. Lavigne Living
Trust. $100.

21 Oregon Trail 05/27: Grantors George
V. Mioglionico and George Mioglionico
to Grantees George Mioglionico Tr and
George Mioglionico Revocable Trust.
$100.

11 Farragut Way 05/27: Grantor Robyn
M. 0'Toole to Grantee Kate L. Amalfi.
$581,000.

95 Sunnyside Ave. 05/27: Grantors Da-
vid R. 0'Brien and Heather L. 0'Brien
to Grantee Courtney A. Champlin.
$560,000.

14 Mark Cir. 05/27: Grantors Colleen
J. Smith and Anthony S. Lapinsky to
Grantees Gopal Bastola and Tuka Dahal.
$825,000.

6 Slipper Hill Ln. 05/28: Grantors Royce A.
Singleton Jr. and Nancy G. Singleton to
Grantees Michael Ferraiuolo and Valerie
Lawrence. $550,000.

91 Lincoln Ave. 05/28: Grantor Joshua De-
terra to Grantees Gabrielle Hesselberg
and Jonathan Klys. $385,000.

25 Heritage Ln. 05/28: Grantors Andrew
St. Jean and Alexandrea Lynne St. Jean
to Grantees Adam M. Rene and Kara D.
F. Rene. $440,000.

134 Fireside Ln. 05/28: Grantors Alan J.
Freeman and Merilee D. Freeman to
Grantees Alan J. Freeman Tr, Merilee D.
Freeman Tr, and Alan & Merilee Free-
man Revocable Living Trust. $1.

14 Wyndhurst Dr. 05/29: Grantors James
F. Paskavitz and Darrelyn L. Paskavitz to
Grantees Martha D. Creegan Tr, Michael
G. Creegan Tr, and Martha D. & Michael
G. Creegan Family Revocable Trust.
$700,000.

288 Fisher Rd. 05/29: Grantor Wingspan
Properties LLC to Grantees Vamsikrishna
Vijapurapu and Sai Divya Vijapurapu.
$999,749.

15 Parker Rd. 05/29: Grantor Karen B. Hen-
drie to Grantees Thomas Goodrich and
Lyndsy Morrissette. $480,000.

218 Reservoir Rd. 05/29: Grantor Deborah A.
Lear to Grantees Diana L. Glass and Ira L.
Keller. $351,000.

24 Kris Alan Rd. 06/01: Grantors Daniel B.
Wolfe, Cheryl A. Wolfe, and Cheryl Ann
Davis to Grantees Daniel B. Wolfe Tr,
Cheryl A. Wolfe Tr, Daniel B. Wolfe Fam-
ily Trust, and Cheryl A. Wolfe Family
Trust. $10.

15 Surrey Ln. 06/01: Grantor Raymond T.
Mahon to Grantees Raymond T. Mahon

Jr. Tr and Raymond T. Mahon Jr. Trust.
$10.

41 Willow Brook Rd. 06/01: Grantors
Evan P. Graber, Evan Graber, Cynthia J.
Graber, and (ynthia Graber to Grantees
Evan P. Graber Tr, Cynthia J. Graber Tr,
and Graber Family Trust. $100.

420 Manning St. 06/01: Grantor David
Centeno to Grantee Angelique Centeno.
$1.

80 River St. 06/01: Grantor William M. Or-
dung and Dawn F. Ordung to Grantees
MSJ Realty Trust, William M. Ordung Tr
and Dawn F. Ordung Tr. $100.

1916 Main St. 06/01: Grantor Maryann
Davis to Grantees Stephen Davis, Kath-
erine Davis, and Anthony Davis. $100.

70 Cutler Rd. 06/02: Grantors Scott John-
son and Jill Johnson to Grantee Scott M.
Johnson. $100.

31 Mayflower Cir. 06/02: Grantors Andro-
maxi Isenberger and Jerry L. Isenberger
to Grantees Andromaxi Isenberger Tr
and Andromaxi Isenberger Living Tr.
$100.

40 St. Mary’s Dr. 06/03: Grantors Timothy
W. Maloney Tr, Sharon M. Maloney Tr,
and Timothy W. Maloney and Sharon M.
Maloney Irrevocable Trust to Grantees
Timothy P. Maloney Tr, and Timothy W.
Maloney & Sharon M. Maloney Irrevo-
cable Trust. $100.

31 Miles Ave. 06/04: Grantors Jonathan
David Hutchinson and Colleen Marie
Hutchinson to Grantee Sarah Hall.
$475,000.

63 Walnut St. 06/05: Grantors Pauline F.
Debatis Irrevocable Trust 2007, Marie-
Anne Lavallee Tr, and Andre D. Debatis
Jr. Tr to Grantees James E. Simpson and
Lindsay M. Simpson. $550,000.

165 South Rd. 06/05: Grantors Seth S.
Dodge Tr, Christine M. Dodge Tr, and
Dodge Family Trust to Grantees Zarek
Nieduzak and Alexis Mejia. $821,000.

31 Montana Dr. 06/05: Grantors Chris-
topher Scott Jordan, Christopher S.
Jordan, and Maria Jordan to Grantees
Oscar Esposito and Gwendolyn D. Bois.
$500,000.

21 South Wachusett St. 06/08: Grant-
ors Peter M. Caputi and Julie A. Caputi
to Grantees Peter M. Caputi Tr, Julie A.
Caputi, and Caputi Family Revocable
Trust. $1.

17 Tea Party Cir. 06/08: Grantor Kenneth
S. Melnick to Grantees Kenneth S. Mel-
nick Tr and Melnick Realty Trust-2026.
$100.

624 Main St. 06/08: Grantors Daniel P
Leroux Tr and Elizabeth A. Leroux Revo-
cable Trust to Grantee EL Main St. Prop-
erties LLC. $100.

30 Salisbury St. 06/08: Grantor Sunnyside
Marketing & Sales Co. Inc. to Grantee
Holden Town. $1,753,200.

94 Cedar Rd. 06/08: Grantor Thanh Huyen

(ao to Grantees Thanh Huyen Cao Tr,
Duc Phi Nguyen Tr, and 94 Cedar Road
Realty Trust-2026. $100.

147 Bailey Rd. 06/10: Grantors Cassandra
J. Herlihy, Mandy C. Robert, and Mandy
C. Perry to Grantees Mandy C. Perry,
Mandy C. Robert, and Donald F. Robert
Jr.$100,000.

950 Wachusett St. 06/11: Grantor John D.
Laprade to Grantees Maria Hopkins and
Christopher Hopkins. $365,064.11.

128 Parker Ave. 06/11: Grantor Suzanne
Dufault to Suzanne M. Dufault Tr and
Suzanne M. Dufault Revocable Trust.
$100.

884 Main St. 06/12: Grantors Cynthia Cur-
tis, Cynthia Crowe, and Christopher V.
Crowe Est to Grantees Raimundo Alves
De Souza Junior and Sirlene Ferreira
Sousa. $500,000.

PAXTON

36 Village Rd. 05/18: Grantor Carol L.
Thorsen to Grantee Shirley Sprague.
$453,000.

2 Crestwood Dr./Crestwood Rd. 05/26:
Grantor Andrew Peck to Grantees Donna
Ells and Michael Ells. $443,000.

6 Cutler Rd. 05/27: Grantors Edward A. Ri-
ley and Daria LaValle to Grantees Nicho-

las Morrow, Anna Morrow, and Tina M.
Chaput. $665,000.

8 Red Oak St. 05/28: Grantors Paul B.
Riches, Carol L. Riches, PB. Riches, and
C.L. Riches to Grantees Paul B. Riches
Tr, Carol L. Riches Tr, and Riches Family
Trust. $100.

3 Pierce Cir. 05/29: Grantor Sheryl Lom-
bardi to Grantees Anthony Lombardi,
Sheryl Lombardi, and Paul P. Lombardi.
$100.

7 Rollingridge Ln. 06/01: Grantor Conrad
Nelson and Wanda Nelson to Grantees
Conrad W. Nelson Tr, Wanda J Nelson Tr,
and Nelson Family 2026 Trust. $100.

17 Walbridge Rd. 06/01: Grantors Sarah
Sierra and Sarah Sierra Cosme to Grant-
ees Maureen Marcoux and Walter Mar-
coux. $615,000.

735 Pleasant St. 06/01: Grantors Kim-
berley A. Trombley, Brain P. Green, and
Brian P. Green to Grantees Emily N.
Trombley, Kimberley A. Trombley, and
Brian P. Green. $100.

4 Black Hill Rd. 06/01: Grantors Mark Alan
Nilson and Robin L. Nilson to Grantees
Charles Stratton and Elizabeth Potvin.

REAL ESTATE

continued on page 14
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Need to sell before you buy?
(You might be surprised!)

We're here to help you time your move,
make the most of your equity, and be
settled in before the next school year!
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participation from individuals ~ Planning Board, Britt Clark Rutland and all the departing Rutland
NEWSBITZ - . .
best positioned to understand  from the Zoning Board of Ap- . The aftermath of the failure town employees - well as they
continued from page 12

valued at $41 million by some
estimates, although the listing
by Kelleher & Sadowsky states
the sales price is “Subject to
Offer” Phew. And it's only
Wednesday. Oh, and students
and alumni are wondering
how to get their transcripts,
with one suggestion reaching
out to Regis College.

« The Select Board has
formed a committee to work
with the representatives of
Anna Maria in the aftermath
of the college’s closing. It has
begun to fill the appointments
for the 11-member committee
who will serve one-year terms
or until the committee is dis-
solved. As the board stated:
IIn making appointments,
the Select Board shall seek

Paxton’s current municipal
needs, identify opportunities
for Town benefit, and advise
on the processes necessary to
evaluate and obtain surplus
or decommissioned assets. In
particular, membership shall
reflect experience or familiar-
ity with Paxton’s municipal
operations, facilities or infra-
structure, planning, zoning,
public procurement, utilities,
and community engagement.
The Anna Maria College
Transition Advisory Com-
mittee includes Neil Bagdis
from the Capital Improve-
ments Planning Committee,
Mike Benoit from the Paxton
Municipal Light Depart-
ment, Robert Birckbeck, town
administrator, David Bloom
from the Finance Commit-
tee, Jason Burgess from the

peals, Anthony Domineck
from the Economic Planning
Committee, Timothy Lauring,
community volunteer, Brian
Lawler, community volunteer,
Jeff Wentzell from the Select
Board and a representative
from the Water Board, to be
named.

* The Town will hold an
election on Monday, August
10, from 10 am to 8 pm at the
Paxton Center School, which
will address the FY 2027 bud-
get. While a balanced budget
was passed at the June 22
Special Town Meeting, an
override vote was also passed,
which asked for an additional
$386,289 to be added to the
budget. This Proposition 2 >
override request will be on the
August 8 ballot.

of the override to pass for the
FY 2027 budget continues. In
addition to veteran firefight-
ers and police officers being
let go, curtailed hours at the
library, senior center and town
hall offices, WFP has learned
that Tomeca Murphy, the
executive assistant to the
town administer, has left her
position because it had been
cut from full-time to part-time
hours. Murphy was a wealth
of detailed information about
the town she calls home. At
one Select Board meeting, the
board was asked how many
liquor licenses the town has
and how many were available.
Murphy had that arcane num-
ber at the tip of her fingers. Al-
ways composed, calm, patient,
and professional, Murphy will
be missed. WFP wishes her —

begin new chapters of their
professional lives.

- The Maker’s Market has re-
turned Saturdays July 11, Au-
gust 1, and September 5 from
10 am to 1 pm on the Com-
mons. Local creators, artisans,
craftspeople, small local busi-
ness owners — anyone who
creates local — will be there. In
addition, food vendors will be
on hand so you can nosh while
you shop. If you're interested
in becoming a vendor, go the
town’s website rutlandma.gov
and search for Maker’s Market
for guidelines and an applica-
tion. %

REAL ESTATE
continued_from page 13

$750,000.

No Street Number Brooks Rd. 06/02:
Grantors Matthew F. Erskine and Caro-
lyn W. Erskine to Grantee Louise M. Er-
skine. $100.

495 Richards Ave. 06/02: Grantor Louise
M. Erskine to Grantees Carolyn W. Ers-
kine and Matthew F. Erskine. $100.

4 Crestwood Rd. 06/02: Grantors Angelito
Destin and Joshan Niroula to Grantee

Joseph Smichinski. $435,000.

29 Red Oak St. 06/09: Grantors Steven A.
Benoit, Cara M. Benoit, and Cara Benoit
to Grantee Cara M. Benoit. $1.

3 Monticello Dr. 06/10: Grantors David
Kiremitjian Tr, Harry Kiremitjian Revoca-
ble Trust, and Lillian Kazarian 2004 Revo-
cable Trust to Grantees David Kiremitjian,
David Kiremitjian Tr, Harry Kiremitjian
Revocable Trust, Sona Murphy Trust, Lil-
lian Kazarian 2004 Revocable Trust, Sona
Murphy, and Separate Trust. $1.

699 Pleasant St. and West St. 06/10:

We've got the keys
to your future.

JANICE
MITCHELL

REAL ESTATE, INC.

LET'S UNLOCK YOUR HOME SELLING OR BUYING POTENTIALI!
G{é{ﬁgﬂ{iﬁﬁ, 57 y.mxg,,,{.-.f’

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

508-829-6315

Grantors Donald G. Wyman Jr and Kath-
leen M. Wyman to Grantees Alexander T.
Dimare and Marie L. Dimare. $175,000.

27 Village Rd. 06/11: Grantors Susan M.
Madaio and Susan Madaio to Grantees
Susan M. Madaio Tr and Susan M. Ma-
daio Revocable Trust. $1.

14 Dunanderry Way 06/12: Grantors Da-
vid A. Mangus and Elizabeth A. Vietze to
Grantees David Alan Mangus Tr, Eliza-
beth Ann Vietze Tr, and Mangus-Vietze
Living Trust. $1.

RUTLAND

14 Richards Ave. 05/15: Grantors Daniel
R. Falla and Tammy Jo Fallo to Grantee
Shannon Dickieson-Lebel. $560,000.

176 Maple Ave. 05/15: Grantors Alfred
L. Boutiette and Lilian 0. Boutiette to
Grantee Monisa Kay Boutiette. $1.

No number East County Rd. 05/15:
Grantors David A. Putnam Sr and Barba-
ra A. Putnam to Grantee North Rutland
Realty LLC. $100.

549 East County Rd. 05/15: Grantors
David A. Putnam Sr and Barbara A. Put-
nam to Grantees David A. Putnam Jr Tr
and 549 East County Road Realty Trust.
$100.

557 East County Rd. 05/15: Grantor David
A. Putnam Jr. to Grantees David A. Put-
nam Jr. and Shelley E. Putnam. $100.

153 Pleasantdale Rd. 05/15: Grantor
Shayna M. Mancini, Stephen A. Mancini
Jr,, and Shayna Mancini to Grantees An-
thony Pettiquoi and Lovette Pettiquoi.
$549,000.

22 Emerald Rd. 05/15: Grantor Emer-
ald Land Holdings Inc. to Grantees
Shayna Mancini and Stephen Mancini.
$719,000.

79 Glenwood Rd. 05/18: Grantor Richard
B. Gray to Grantees Stephen Gray, Col-
leen Zenaro, and Sheila Messier. $100.

4 Intervale Rd. 05/19: Grantors Michael
Tashjian and Darlene Tashjian to Grant-
ees Carl J. Hyatt and Katelyn Marie Hy-
att. $455,000.

10 Newman Dr. 05/21: Grantors Christo-
pher J. Cwalinski and Briana L. Cwalinski
to Grantees Shaun Siequist and Shan-
non Siequist. $477,000.

22 Village Way 05/26: Grantor Sure You
Are LLC to Grantees Vincent Dinsmore
and Kathryn Wesolowski. $300,000.

24 Emerald Rd. 05/28: Grantor Emerald
Land Holdings Inc to Grantees Chris-
tian Daniel Martinez and Nicole Leeann
Martinez. $699,900.

4 Summer Hill Rd. 05/28: Grantor Brett J.
Beardmore to Grantees Brett J. Beard-
more Tr and Brett J. Beardmore Family
Trust. $100.

8 Intervale Rd. Abbie Forbush, New
Boston Rd. 05/28: Grantor Darlene
Tashjian to Grantees Michael Tashjian
and Darlene Tashjian. $100.

45B Irish Ln. 05/28: Grantor Willett
Construction Inc to Grantees Jennifer
Michelle Harding and Aaron Donald
Goupil. $749,900.

4 Charnock Cir. 05/28: Grantors Mary-
Joan Potvin and Frank Potvin to Grant-
ees Brad Joseph Pelletier and Alicia Barr.
$650,000.

No number Crawford Rd. 05/28: Grant-
ors Corey D. Wagner and Ruth Sunshine
Wagner to Grantees Christopher E. But-
ler and Carolyn R. Butler. $180,000.

47 Irish Ln. 05/28: Grantor Thomas M.
Bulger to Grantees James A. Parisi Jr.
and Jennifer J. Parisi. $500,000.

85A Maple Ave. 05/29: Grantor Richard
Zuscak to Grantee Arianna Setzco.
$437,700.

10 Soucy Dr. 06/01: Grantor John Restuc-
cia to Grantee Karen Hendrie. $465,000.

1 Highland Park Rd. 06/01: Grantor

Modena Inc. to Grantees Jillian C. Quig-
ley and Zachary T. Ramaska. $339,900.

12 Central Tree Rd. 06/01: Grantor
Heather Paulson to Grantee Adam John
Gauthier. $374,900.

2 Hickory Rd. 06/01: Grantors Stephen J.
Stark and Elizabeth A. Stark to Grantees
Stephen Stark Tr, Elizabeth Stark Tr, and
Stephen & Elizabeth Stark Family 2026
Trust. $100.

176 Maple Ave. 06/01: Grantor Noemi
Flores to Grantees Brian Skeen and
Sherry Skeen. $160,000.

No number Peters Ave 06/01: Grantor
Louise M. Erskine to Grantees Mattew
F. Erskine and Carolyn W. Erskine. $100.

63 Turkey Trail Rd. 06/02: Grantors John
E. Finlay, Il and Phyllis A. Finlay, Est to
Grantee Maureen M. Finlay. $280,000.

114 Main St. 06/05: Grantors James Wood
and Martha Wood to Grantees James M.
Wood Tr, Martha A. Wood Tr, and Wood
Family Revocable Trust. $100.

12 Lizzy Ln. 06/05: Grantor Joan G. Te-
desco to Grantees Joan G. Tedesco Trand
Joan Tedesco Family Trust. $100.

35 Brintnal Dr. 06/10: Grantor (B Blair
Development Corp to Grantees Robert
G. Tims and Victoria Tims. $785,000.

98 Main St. 06/11: Grantors Brian R. Strand
and Mary Ellen Strand to Grantees Brian
R. Strand Tr, Mary Ellen Strand Tr, and
Strand 2026 Revocable Trust. $100.

29 Grizzly Dr. 06/11: Grantors Joel Bian-
chi and Leah Bianchi to Grantee Ethan
Schlegel. $711,000.

21 Village Way 06/11: Grantors James M.
Soucy Tr, Patricia A. Soucy Tr, and Soucy
Realty Trust to Grantee Barbara Sharma.
$324,900.

32 Glenwood Rd. 06/12: Grantor Diane
Spindler to Grantees Colleen Spindler-
Ranta, Sean Ranta, Kerri Spindler-Ran-
ta, and Diane Spindler. $100. 3%



July 9, 2026 Find us on Facebook | www.WachusettFreePress.com Page 15

LIBRARY

PAXTON MA.

Town residents and friends celebrated Paxton Days on Saturday, June 13. Spearheaded by Donna
Graf-Parsons, executive assistant for the Town of Paxton (pictured in the yellow tent), she received
support from many town departments and staff. The day featured live music, delicious food from Char-
CUTErie Woo, face painting, balloon artistry, local artisans, and representatives from town departments,
and town businesses. It was a beautiful summer day enjoyed by hundreds of people. Great job, Donna.

1. Donna Graf-Parsons. always with a smile.

2. James Thorpe and Cooper Pingitore enjoyed the day. : 55 _ L
3. Friends of Richards Memorial Library lugged dozens of books to the field to raise funds. w H O L D E N ::plzﬁséﬂ:ATE
4. Larry Spongberg, the newest recruit for PFD. § DENTAL CARE 7% fwuf Swille

Two seniors received Jason S. Bradshaw

Memorial Scholarships at the recent WRHS
graduation. Each recipient was recognized Now
for having persevered through health, learn- .
ing, or other challenges. The $1,000 scholar- Acceptlr!g
Y ships will assist in their continuing education. New Patients!
\ ( This is the scholarship’s 33rd year. Lilliana
)

‘ Guzman (5.) is the daughter of Elizabeth and

Exceptional care.
Angel Guzman-Rodriguez and will attend o

Gordon College, majoring in Health Science.

A » A better you. ! — -
‘ | | Gemma Paolilli (6.) is the daughter of Jen- '
/ nifer Maclnnes and Joseph Paolilli and will DENTISTRY FOR
ISH attend the University of Albany, majoring in MEET OUR PROVIDERS THE WHOLE FAMILY
Atmospheric Science.
7. State Representative Jim O’Day (left)
and state Senator Robyn Kennedy (right) presented Holden resident Meg Mulhern (center), Thrive

Support and Advocacy Vice President of Administration and Development, the Pillar of Service
Award on May 28 at The Providers of Central Massachusetts’s Annual Legislative Breakfast in Worces-

Healthy smiles.

0 Cleanings and Routine Exams

0 Crowns, Bridges, Dentures

v

0 Cosmetic Dentistry and Whitening

X Richard Ma, DMD Kai Hu, DMD
ter. Mulhern was honored for her thoughtful, people-centered approach to human services leader- General Dentist General Dentist Q Emergency Dentistry
ship and human resources, ensuring that team members can succeed in their roles, grow, and make a
meaningful impact on the lives of others. (Photo courtesy of Thrive Support & Advocacy) PATIENT-CENTERED CARE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY COMFORT & TRUST
We listen. We care. Modern treatments for A welcoming
We're here for you. comfortable, precise care. environment for all ages.

We hope you enjoy Photo Finish, WFP's newest feature.
But we can't do it alone! If you have photos of a public event that you think the Wachusett community ;
should know about, please email photos and a short description to Martha@localtownpages.com. Also in- i :tmszo @ (508) 829-2642 (§§3) www.holdendentalcare.com
clude your name, address, and contact information (not for publication) should we have any questions. %
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ROOFING

Tip Top Roofing has been servicing Central Massachusetts for
20 years with more than 5,000 satisfied customers.

For Fast Service and a Free estimate call Nick directly on his cell: 3500 0 FF

=11

2% H Any Roofing Job
508-864-9717 < N} overs$10,000

) ACCREDITED
. : Ml BUSINESS
Leave a message if no answer—I will call you back. T
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