
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Three years after a 
Sacramento County Grand 
Jury concluded the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District had “lost 
the public trust,” a new 
Grand Jury report says the 
district has made measur-
able progress but remains 
“a work in progress.”

The June 24 report 
credits the district with 
upgrading its accounting 
system and completing 
two long-overdue finan-
cial audits, but concludes 
it continues to strug-
gle with overdue audits, 
governance, ethics, man-
agement turnover and other 
issues. The report contains 
12 findings and makes 11 
recommendations to the 
district. The report can be 
found at sacgrandjury.org

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
stemmed from complaints 
alleging the district failed 
to provide timely finan-
cial reports to the Board 
of Directors, remained 

behind in completing 
required annual audits and 
improperly settled employ-
ment-related claims. The 
Grand Jury said it inves-
tigated the financial and 
governance complaints 

but declined to exam-
ine allegations involving 
employment settlements.

When asked for com-
ment, Board President 
John Merchant responded 
in a June 30 email. 

The District will approve a 
release at the board meet-
ing, he said. 

“We have already begun 
to work on the formal 
response, which we will 
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The Sacramento County Grand Jury summarizes its findings about the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District on the cover page for its June 24 report. Courtesy photo

Grand Jury Describes CSD 
as ‘Still a Work in Progress'

Grand Jury 
Findings and 

Recommendations 
at a Glance

The Sacramento County Civil 
Grand Jury operates under 
the authority of the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
Sacramento. Courtesy photo

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento County 
Grand Jury made 12 
findings and 11 recommen-
dations in its June 24 report 
on the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District. Under California 
law, the Board of Directors 
must respond to each find-
ing and recommendation 
within 90 days.

District Finances
Finding 1: The dis-

t r i c t  o p e r a t e d  i t s 
accounting system without 
standardized procedures, 
contributing to years of 
overdue audits.

Recommendation: 
Complete updated account-
ing procedure manuals 
reflecting current software 
systems and account-
ing processes by Dec. 31, 
2026.

Finding 2:  Audits 
for fiscal years 2022-23 
through 2025-26 remained 
delayed, leaving the district 
out of compliance with 
state law.

Recommendation: 
Complete the 2022-23 and 
2023-24 audits by Sept. 30, 
2026, and the 2024-25 and 
2025-26 audits by Dec. 31, 
2026.

Finding 3: The district 
has not demonstrated that 
material weaknesses iden-
tified in the 2019-20 audit 
have been fully corrected.

Recommendation: 
Prepare a written report 
identifying which audit 
findings and material 
weaknesses have been 
resolved and which remain 
outstanding by Sept. 30, 
2026.

Finding 4: The Grand 
Jury credited the hir-
ing  of  F inance  and 
Administration Director 
Cecilia Min with mak-
ing significant progress 
in improving accounting 
practices and reducing the 
audit backlog.

Management
Finding 5: Continued 

turnover among upper 
management has hin-
dered district operations. 
The Grand Jury noted that 
contracting with HRtoGO 
for human resources may 
improve personnel man-
agement and reduce future 

Rancho Murieta Marks America’s 250th Birthday  
with its Biggest Fourth of July Celebration

A gold brocade firework spreads across the sky in a glittering canopy that seemed to hang in 
the air long after the initial burst.

Roger and Joanne Brandt’s golf cart literally takes the cake as 43 golf carts decorated in 
patriotic themes parade through Rancho Murieta on July 4 in celebration of America’s 250th 
birthday.

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Hundreds of residents 
and visitors lined Murieta 
Parkway for the parade 
as Rancho Murieta cele-
brated America’s 250th 
birthday with the larg-
est Fourth of July turnout 
that longtime residents 
can remember, capping 
the day with an expanded 
f i r e w o r k s  s p e c t a c u -
lar honoring the nation’s 
semi-quincentennial.

The community’s sig-
nature annual celebration 
began at 7 a.m. with the 
Kiwanis Club’s pancake 
breakfast at Stonehouse 
Park, followed a half-hour 
later by the 46th annual 
Fun Run. The festivities 
continued with the Fourth 
of July parade, evening 
music and dancing at the 
gazebo, and concluded 
with an enhanced fire-
works display over Laguna 
Joaquin.

A row of Betsy Ross 
flags along the lake, and a 
giant American flag sus-
pended from the new RMA 
aerial lift, underscored this 
year’s special anniversary.

Preparations for the 
milestone celebration 
began almost as soon as 
last year’s event ended. 

“Planning for this auspi-
cious event started before 
the street sweepers made 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

Summerfest Presents July 3 Celebration

Several hundred people, most of them families, turn out for Summerfest’s 
free July 3 celebration at Stonehouse Park. Children play in two bounce 
houses and, in the photo at left, a girl makes a splash landing on the water 
slide. Families enjoy dinner from three food trucks and music by DJ Veezay 
before line dancing at 7 p.m., as shown in the photo above. One organizer 
later observed that the evening was notable because people were talking 
with one another instead of looking at their cell phones, and families 
visiting for the Fourth of July had a place to gather the day before the 
holiday. The children’s water balloon contest ended in a five-minute frenzy, 
but organizers plan to bring it back next year with age divisions and 7,000 
ice-cold water balloons. Photos by Gail Bullen
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Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

By Paul V. Scholl, Publisher 
Messenger Publishing Group

July 1st marked the celebration of 
Messenger Publishing Group reaching 
it’s 20-year anniversary of publishing 
local news, beginning with the American 
River Messenger in 2006. It all started in 
my garage and one converted bedroom 
into an office in my home in Roseville.

MPG is currently 18 publications 
strong, 15 of those would not exist if 
we hadn’t rescued them from closure. 
The Sacramento region would be a local 
print news desert if these local news-
papers hadn’t been purchased as the 
years went on. Through all the tough 
times, good decisions and bad decisions, 
oppressive government regulations and 
overreach, MPG forged on. We did not 
surrender.

Over the years, many other publi-
cations ceased to exist or have been 
greatly diminished. At the same time, 
we re-organized and kept printing. MPG 
now consists of Carmichael Times, 
Citrus Heights Messenger, Rancho 
Cordova Grapevine Independent, Elk 
Grove Citizen, The Rio Linda News, 
The Galt Herald, Land Park News, East 
Sacramento News, Pocket News, River 
Valley Times, Gold River Messenger, 
American River Messenger, The Gridley 
Herald, Territorial Dispatch (Marysville/
Yuba City), Colusa County Pioneer 
Review, Dixon Independent Voice, West 

Sacramento News Ledger, Arden Arcade 
News. Along with our special publica-
tions, we publish 722 issues each year. 
And we don’t work on Sundays.

In January of 2026, I purchased 
Western Web, Inc., a commercial print-
ing company in Northern California to 
produce and print our publications. Our 
new printing team has been awesome, 
and the products now look fantastic. We 
also print dozens more local newspapers 
and publications that serve their commu-
nities throughout Northern California all 
the way up to the Oregon border.

We are growing. Leadership matters. 
Commitment matters. Foundational 
principles matter. We are founded on 
“God, Country, Family”, the same foun-
dation that our great nation is founded 
upon. We are leaders in local print news 
because we are dedicated to a higher 
power. We lift people up. We lift com-
munities up. 

My teams at Messenger Publishing 
Group and Western Web and I want to 
thank all those who support us through 
their advertising, subscriptions, reader-
ship, printing work and contributions. I 
want to thank my entire team for all their 
hard work, especially when deadlines 
loom. It takes great teamwork at both 
companies to produce great products.

We will continue to grow. We will 
continue to serve.

God Bless America,
Paul V. Scholl

In Celebration and Gratitude

Paul V. Scholl, Publisher of Messenger Publishing Group and President of Western Web, Inc.

Make Your Dream Home a Reality 
with California Home Loans!

Whether you’re buying your first 
home, refinancing, or considering 
a reverse mortgage, Bruce Boal 
and the team at California Home 
Loans are here to guide you. 

Call today for a free consultation 
and find the perfect mortgage 
solution for you!"

BRUCE BOAL 
LOAN OFFICER ~ 30+ year resident.
DRE #01933355 / NMLS #1070092

916.417.2001
916.794.0375
bruce@cahome.loans
11344 Coloma Rd #300
Gold River, CA 95670
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Blockbusters, Enthusiastic Crowd Launch 
ETC’s 25th Anniversary Concert Season

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Blockbusters didn’t 
have to work hard to get 
Rancho Murieta concert-
goers on their feet on June 
20.

From the opening song 
until the encore, what 
became a packed dance 
floor sang nearly every 
lyric, cheered every joke 
and  en thus i a s t i c a l l y 
answered the lead sing-
er’s playful banter as 
Entertainment, Theatre 
& Culture for Rancho 
Murieta launched its 2026 
summer concert season and 
celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary at the Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater.

The Southern California 
band delivered more than 
90 minutes of 1990s rock, 
pop and alternative hits, 
transforming the dance 
floor into one giant sing-
along. Audience members 
danced shoulder-to-shoul-
der throughout the evening, 
belt ing out  favori tes 
including “All the Small 
Things,” “Sugar, We’re 
Goin Down,” “Stacy’s 
Mom,” “Teenage Dirtbag,” 
“Tubthumping,” “Jump 
Around,” “Take On Me,” 
“Santeria,” “Basket Case,” 
“Mr. Brightside” and the 
Beastie Boys’ “Sabotage.”

When the scheduled per-
formance ended, the crowd 
responded with chants of 
“One more song,” prompt-
ing the band to return for 
an encore of Nirvana’s 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit.”

Pre-concert Program
The evening began with 

a community celebra-
tion before the first guitar 
chord.

ETC Board President 
JT Turner introduced the 
organization’s volun-
teer board and recognized 
the sponsors and vol-
unteers who make the 
annual concert series pos-
sible. Vice President Jane 
Rosetta recognized stu-
dents who participated 
in ETC’s annual poster 
contest, and board mem-
ber Brenda Allen Booth 
presented a volunteer 
appreciation raffle basket, 
which was won by Jeanette 
Edwards. Turner also 
thanked title sponsor Karen 
Hoberg, production volun-
teers, Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s deputies, emer-
gency medical personnel, 
and the businesses that 
supported the event before 
using a cannon to launch 
T-shirts and fleece blankets 
into the crowd.

Turner  a lso  led  a 
patriotic tribute honor-
ing Father ’s Day and 
the nation’s upcoming 
250th Anniversary. As he 
spoke about America’s 
July 4 milestone, Lee 

Greenwood’s “God Bless 
the USA” filled the amphi-
theater while a vintage 
T-6 warbird from the 
Aerospace Museum of 
California made two fly-
bys over Lake Clementia, 
prompting applause from 
the audience before the 
concert began.

The Blockbusters
The Blockbusters, who 

describe themselves as a 
high-energy “’90s Hits & 
Beyond” band, immedi-
ately established a playful 
rapport with the audience.

“I want to live here,” 
the lead singer joked after 
learning about Rancho 
Murieta’s homeowners 
association.

Throughout the evening, 
he traded jokes with audi-
ence members, marveled at 
the number of multi-gen-
erat ional  famil ies  in 
attendance, complimented 
the community and teased 
residents about the eve-
ning’s persistent insects. 
Each comment  drew 
laughter and enthusiastic 
responses from the crowd, 
whose energy matched the 
band’s from beginning to 

end. Rather than simply 
watching the performance, 
concertgoers became part 
of it, singing every lyric 
and eagerly responding to 
the band’s on-stage banter.

When Turner returned to 
the stage to thank the musi-
cians, the audience made 
it clear the night wasn’t 
over. Chants of “One 
more song” echoed across 
the stage until the band 
returned for its encore, 
sending dancers into one 
final singalong before the 
season opener came to a 
close.

Post-Concert 
Comments

The turnout exceeded 
our expectations,” Turner 
said after the concert. 
“The Blockbusters drew 
a fantastic crowd, and the 
atmosphere was electric all 
evening long. Seeing fami-
lies, friends and neighbors 
gathered together enjoy-
ing great music made for a 
perfect start to our concert 
season.”

“Celebrating ETC’s 25th 
anniversary is a special 
moment for our organi-
zation and community,” 

Turner added. “For 25 
years, ETC has been 
bringing people together 
through entertainment and 
community events, and 
we’re grateful to every-
one who has supported that 
mission along the way.”

Turner also praised the 
addition of Drewski’s food 
trucks, calling them “a tre-
mendous addition” and 
“a big hit with attendees,” 
and noted that the food 
received favorable reviews 
throughout the evening.

Drummer Jeff Rocket 
also commented after the 
concert, telling the River 
Valley Times that Rancho 
Murieta had provided one 
of the band’s best audi-
ences of the year.  

“Phenomenal ,  phe-
nomenal, one of the best 
audiences we’ve had … 
easily all year so far,” 
Rocket said. “That makes 
all the difference. When 
you have a great audi-
ence, it’s easy to have a 
great show. The audience 
is just as important as the 
performance.”

T h e  B l o c k b u s t e r s 
opened ETC’s five-concert 
summer series. Upcoming 
performances include Billy 
Joel 2 Elton John Face to 
Face on July 11, Titans 
of Rock on Aug. 1, Hip 
Service on Aug. 22 and 
Rhinestone Rodeo on Sept. 
5.

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

The Blockbusters open Entertainment, Theatre & Culture’s 25th anniversary summer concert 
season on June 20 at the Lake Clementia Amphitheater, playing popular 1990s hits. 

The dance floor crowd sings along to nearly every lyric as 
enthusiasm builds throughout The Blockbusters’ performance. 
From left are Sarah Hardin, Tara Campbell, Mark LeBlanc and 
Lilly LeBlanc. 

ETC Board President JT Turner, at far left, introduces members 
of the organization’s volunteer board before the concert 
begins. 

Lead singer Paul Johnson takes his performance down to the 
stage floor. 
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their final pass down the 
parade route last year,” 
Recreation Committee 
Chairman Wylie Haviland 
said, crediting the RMA 
Maintenance Department 
with planning special fea-
tures to celebrate the 
nation’s 250th anniversary.

“Through their efforts, 
the community looked out-
standing for both visitors 
and residents alike as the 
flags flew proudly along 
the parkway,” he said.

Haviland also praised 
RMA board members, who 
manned the intersections in 
the parade and kept traffic 
flowing. 

“Many longtime resi-
dents commented on the 
outpouring of community 
spirit, and the overwhelm-
ing number of families as 
they recalled the memories 
of parades spent with their 
own grandchildren grow-
ing up in Rancho Murieta,” 
Haviland said.

Pancake Breakfast
Neighbors gathered 

early at Stonehouse Park 
for the Kiwanis Club’s 
annual pancake breakfast 
before heading to the day’s 
activities.

Organizers said the 
breakfast is intended to 
give back to the com-
munity rather than raise 
money, with ticket prices 
set only high enough to 
cover expenses. Kiwanis 
members were joined 
by volunteers from the 
Rancho Murieta, Pleasant 
Grove and Sheldon high 
school Key Clubs, as well 
as numerous community 
volunteers.

New resident Samuel 
Gee, who moved to South 
Rancho Murieta about a 

year ago, said the break-
fast illustrated what makes 
Rancho Murieta different 
from Sacramento, where 
he grew up. “Everyone 
seems to care,” he said, 
pointing to the volunteers 
working together to serve 
their neighbors.

Fun Run
About 250 runners and 

walkers participated in 
the 46th annual Fun Run, 
approximately the same as 
last year, according to race 
director John McNamee.

Murieta Health Club 
owner Erin Howard Bailey, 
whose business has spon-
sored the event for the 
past 18 years, said she 
has watched participation 
evolve over the years, with 
more families and dogs 
joining the annual tradi-
tion. This year, she was 
especially pleased to see 
more children choosing to 
run or bike the 5K instead 
of participating in the 
shorter children’s run.

The top male and female 
runners were Kyle Wenthe 
and Delaney Rasmussen. 
Both are members of 
the Pleasant Grove High 
School Cross Country 
team.

Parade
The parade once again 

proved to be the center-
piece of the celebration.

Longt ime res idents 
Vernon and Linda Wallace 
said they had never seen 
so many spectators lin-
ing both sides of Murieta 
Parkway and setting up 
chairs in the median. 
Vernon Wallace said he 
was especially encour-
aged to see the nationwide 
celebration of America’s 
250th birthday reflected in 
Rancho Murieta’s enthusi-
astic turnout.

Patriotism dominated 
this year’s golf cart entries. 
At least 43 golf carts were 
decorated in red, white and 
blue – more than in previ-
ous years – while another 
15 to 20 featured imagina-
tive themes.

Roger Brandt quite liter-
ally “took the cake” with 
a handcrafted wooden 
three-tier birthday cake 
celebrating America’s 
250th anniversary mounted 
atop his golf cart.

Other golf carts were 
transformed into a locomo-
tive trailing pink smoke, a 
NASCAR race car, Frozen, 
Alice in Wonderland, a 
tropical tiki display, an 
under-the-sea scene, a roll-
ing hot dog stand complete 
with waitresses, and ended 
with a camouflaged swamp 
boat complete with reeds, 

duck decoys and accom-
panied by a self-propelled 
couch. Participants added 
to the festive atmosphere 
with patriotic costumes, 
face paint, and elaborate 
red, white and blue body 
art.

The parade also featured 
two Rancho Murieta Little 
League All-Star teams, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
members riding on a dec-
orated trailer, Scout Troop 
633, the pickleball club, 
vintage automobiles, an 
antique fire engine, and a 
lifted diesel pickup that 
periodically belched black 
exhaust.

S ta rbucks  employ-
ees walked the parade 
route offering compli-
mentary Pup Cups to 
children, while the Vitalant 
bloodmobile delighted 
youngsters with its mas-
cot, Drippy the Blood 
Drop. Bonnie Kirshmann, 
who rode with the Vitalant 
entry, said children seemed 
fascinated by Drippy and 
enthusiastically waved as 
the mascot passed by.

Haviland said organiz-
ers were thrilled with the 
overwhelming turnout and 
community spirit, although 
they were disappointed 
that a handful of younger 
participants ignored the 
parade rules prohibiting 

confetti cannons and com-
mercial vehicle signage 
despite repeated reminders 
from volunteers.

VFW Auxiliary
Haviland said a special 

addition to this year’s fes-
tivities was the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
booth, where they gave out 
over 150 hot dogs and gal-
lons of cold drinks to give 
back to the community. 
Member Diane Dunajski-
Tibbetts also reported that 
the auxiliary’s raffle of an 
elaborate basket raised 
more than $1,000, thanks 
to the generosity of Rancho 
Murieta residents.

Gazebo Music
As evening approached, 

families and friends gath-
ered at the north gazebo for 
music and dancing by DJ 
Suite D. As families drifted 
away to watch the fire-
works, dozens of teenagers 
gathered in the gazebo to 
dance and watch them 
together.

A live performance 
of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner”  by  Audrey 
Langstroth preceded the 
fireworks, while the DJ 
played patriotic music 
throughout the show.

Fireworks
The expanded fireworks 

display provided a fitting 
finale to the community’s 
celebration.

To  c o m m e m o r a t e 
America’s 250th birthday, 
the Recreation Committee 
proposed enhancing this 
year’s show, and the RMA 
Board approved additional 
funding. More than 940 
aerial shells were launched 
over Laguna Joaquin, cre-
ating the most elaborate 
fireworks displays in the 
event’s history.

The show’s  s igna-
ture feature was a series 
of spectacular gold aerial 
effects, a hallmark of high-
end professional fireworks 
displays. Giant gold wil-
low and brocade shells 
burst high above the lake 
into shimmering curtains 
of light whose glowing 
trails lingered for several 
seconds before slowly cas-
cading toward the water. 
Unlike traditional bursts 
that disappear almost 
instantly, the brilliant gold 
canopies seemed to float 
across the night sky, giv-
ing the finale an elegant, 
almost cascading effect 
that spectators are unlikely 
to forget.

“When I mentioned 
there was going to be a lot 
of gold in this year’s dis-
play, I was not kidding,” 
Haviland said afterward. 
“The spectators were 
treated to a truly spectac-
ular display befitting our 
nation’s birthday.”

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

Rancho Murieta Marks America’s 250th Birthday  
with its Biggest Fourth of July Celebration

Continued from page 1

Runners take off in the 5K Fun Run at 7:30 a.m. Youngsters at left eagerly line up against 
runners from the Pleasant Grove High School cross-country team at right.

Sabrina Maas enjoys a pancake during the Kiwanis Club’s 
annual Fourth of July breakfast.

Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Keeping Jackson 
Highway open during 
floods and wildfires is 
the goal of a Sacramento 
County resilience study 
that could shape how 
Rancho Murieta residents 
evacuate during future 
disasters. Residents got 
a second look at the proj-
ect during two sparsely 
attended workshops on 
Jan. 24 at Rancho Murieta 
Community Church and 
on June 25 at The Villas 
Clubhouse, the second 
of three planned public 
meetings.

Project Scope
Sacramento County 

engineering manager Gary 
Gasperi said the study 
covers Jackson Highway 
(State Route 16) from 
Grant Line Road to Ione 
Road, including six signal-
ized intersections. Funded 
by a Caltrans planning 
grant, the Rancho Murieta 
Resilience Plan will doc-
ument how flooding and 
wildfire affect access to 
and from the community – 
particularly given its large 
population of residents age 
60 and older – and iden-
tify improvements to keep 
emergency access and 
evacuation routes open 
during disasters.

Gasperi stressed that the 
effort is a planning study, 
not a construction proj-
ect. Instead, it will provide 
the data, climate and traf-
fic modeling, and project 
documentation needed to 
compete for future state 
and federal funding for 
improvements.

Flood Risk
Hydrology consultant 

Joseph Albani of Sherwood 
Design Engineers said 
flood modeling confirmed 
Jackson Highway as 
Rancho Murieta’s primary 
evacuation route, with 
Dillard Road serving as the 
best alternate. However, 
both routes are vulnera-
ble during major storms. 
Jackson Highway near 
Sloughhouse and Dillard 
Road north and south of 
the Cosumnes River could 
be overtopped by floodwa-
ters, potentially cutting off 
both primary and backup 
access at about the same 
time.

Albani said possible 
improvements include 

larger culverts, replacing 
multiple small pipes with 
box culverts, raising sec-
tions of Jackson Highway, 
and strengthening embank-
ments with riprap. The 
goal is to reduce flooding 
where possible and, when 
overtopping occurs, pre-
vent washouts so that roads 
can reopen quickly.

During public comment, 
resident John Long said the 
analysis should also con-
sider levee failures, noting 
that the breach of the Deer 
Creek levee was the key 
cause of widespread flood-
ing three years ago. Albani 
said the team is consider-
ing adding levee-breach 
scenarios to the study, 
pending further project 
scope and county supervi-
sor approval in July.

Wildfire Threat
Wildfire specialist Carol 

Rice of Wildland Resource 
Management said the team 
is using updated vege-
tation maps, 25 years of 
weather data, and com-
puter modeling to evaluate 
wildfire threats to Rancho 
Murieta and their impact 
on evacuation. The sim-
ulations focused on hot, 

dry northeast wind events 
and modeled three ignition 
points – two near Latrobe 
Road and a third near 
Clementia Circle – to show 
how rapidly fires could 
spread toward Rancho 
Murieta and Jackson 
Highway under worst-case 
conditions.

Rice said the scenar-
ios allowed the traffic 
team to test whether res-
idents could evacuate 
before fast-moving fires 
reached the community 
and Jackson Highway.

S h e  r e c o m m e n d e d 
reducing roadside fire 
hazards along Jackson 
Highway by mowing 
grasses, removing hazard-
ous trees, reducing ladder 
fuels, hardening power 
poles, and, where feasible, 
undergrounding utilities 
and adding highway turn-
outs for disabled vehicles 
and firefighting access.

Project facilitator Travis 
Shappell emphasized that 
the resilience study is lim-
ited to public road facilities 
and their impact on evacu-
ation. It does not evaluate 
house-to-house firefighting 
tactics or Rancho Murieta’s 
internal water and hydrant 

systems.

Evacuation, Traffic 
Operations

Randy Johnson of DKS 
Associates said traffic sim-
ulations modeled every 
local street, gate and signal 
to evaluate how residents 
could evacuate under dif-
ferent wildfire scenarios. In 
phased evacuations, where 
only portions of Rancho 
Murieta are ordered to 
leave, he said traffic could 
clear the study area past 
Grant Line Road within the 
roughly two-hour depar-
ture window assumed by 
the model.

The greatest challenge 
comes during a worst-case, 
full-community evacua-
tion involving about 5,700 
vehicles, including traffic 
from a major event at the 
Equestrian Center. 

Johnson said the study 
tes ted  severa l  rou t -
ing options using the 
Escuela emergency gate, 
Stonehouse Road and Scott 
Road in addition to the 
main gates. As with the 
other scenarios, Rancho 
Murieta North traffic 
would likely be directed 
west on Jackson Highway, 

while Rancho Murieta 
South traffic would head 
east, helping to split evac-
uation traffic in three 
directions.

 Even so, unmitigated 
cond i t ions  p roduced 
long backups on Jackson 
Highway, stretching from 
Grant Line and Sunrise 
toward Dillard and Rancho 
Murieta, adding nearly 1 
hour and 45 minutes to the 
time it took to clear the 
community after residents 
began to evacuate.

Johnson said the greatest 
improvement would come 
from law enforcement offi-
cers manually directing 
traffic at key intersections. 
The model assumes that 
the California Highway 
Patrol and the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office 
could staff the major sig-
nalized intersections within 
about 40 minutes.

Infrastructure 
Improvements

Johnson said infra-
structure upgrades would 
support law enforcement 
by helping to keep evac-
uation traffic moving. 
Proposed improvements 
i n c l u d e  c o o r d i n a t e d 

evacuation signal timing, 
backup power for traf-
fic signals, cameras and 
traffic sensors, widen-
ing the Jackson Highway 
shoulders to serve as emer-
gency lanes, and remote 
operation of the Escuela 
emergency gate from the 
guardhouse. He cautioned 
that Stonehouse Road may 
still need to be reserved 
for firefighting opera-
tions, so the emergency 
gate would be opened only 
when incident commanders 
determine it is safe.

Next Steps
In closing, project facil-

itator Travis Shappell 
said the Rancho Murieta 
Resilience Plan is about 
halfway complete. The 
presentation and a fol-
low-up questionnaire will 
be posted online to gather 
additional public input. 
A third community meet-
ing is planned for the fall 
to present proposed flood, 
wildfire and evacuation 
projects before the plan is 
finalized.

Background
The study grew out of 

years of advocacy by the 
Rancho Murieta Regional 
Fire Safe Council, fol-
lowing the January 2023 
storms, which exposed 
the community’s vulner-
ability when flooding cut 
off access. Retired traf-
fic engineer John Long, 
who helped write the suc-
cessful Caltrans grant 
application, worked with 
Fire Safe Council President 
Greg Pryor, council mem-
ber John Merchant and 
then-Sacramento County 
Supervisor Sue Frost to 
secure the $400,000 plan-
ning grant that launched 
the project.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Study Explores Ways  
to Keep Jackson Highway 

Open During Disasters

Hydrology consultant Joseph Albani discusses flood risks along Jackson Highway during the 
first of two Rancho Murieta Resilience Plan workshops held June 24 and 25. 

Wildfire specialist Carol Rice explains computer modeling 
used to evaluate wildfire threats to Rancho Murieta during the 
June 24 workshop at Rancho Murieta Community Church. 

Traffic consultant Randy Johnson outlines evacuation 
modeling during the June 24 workshop at Rancho Murieta 
Community Church. 

Twelve people attend the June 25 workshop at The Villas Clubhouse. Those pictured also include Sacramento County and 
consulting staff. The June 24 workshop at the church drew six attendees. 

Grand Jury Findings and Recommendations at a Glance
Continued from page 1
employment litigation.

Finding 6: The board waited about 10 
months before beginning the search for a 
permanent general manager and instead 
relied on an interim general manager 
whom the Grand Jury concluded lacked 
the qualifications and experience to lead 
the district.

Recommendation: Follow the recruit-
ment schedule and hire a qualified 
permanent general manager by Sept. 30, 
2026.

Governance and Ethics
Finding 7: The district’s Conflict of 

Interest Code is outdated, creating con-
fusion about which positions are required 
to file Form 700 Statements of Economic 

Interests.
Recommendation: Update the Conflict 

of Interest Code by Sept. 30, 2026.
Finding 8: A board member’s partic-

ipation in discussions about a possible 
water connection moratorium created 
the appearance of a financial conflict of 
interest.

Recommendations:
Update procedures governing conflicts 

of interest and recusals. 
Improve oversight and public access 

for Form 700 Statements of Economic 
Interests. 

Finding 9: Only one board mem-
ber had completed governance training 
through the California Special Districts 
Association or a similar organization.

Recommendation: Ensure board 

members receive governance training.
Finding 10: The district lacks a formal 

procedure to ensure board members and 
appropriate staff complete required ethics 
and fiscal training.

Recommendation: Establish proce-
dures to ensure compliance with required 
ethics and fiscal training by Dec. 31, 2026.

Country Club Agreements
Finding 11: Although the district is per-

mitted to recover the cost of delivering 
reclaimed water to the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club, it has not sought reimburse-
ment for more than 37 years.

Recommendation: Determine the cost 
of delivering reclaimed water and publicly 
report the lost revenue by Sept. 30, 2026.

Finding 12: The repayment sched-
ule for the district’s loan to the Rancho 

Murieta Country Club does not fully dis-
close the interest ultimately owed because 
it does not account for increases in the 
Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 
interest rate.

Recommendation: Report the total 
interest owed by the Country Club under 
the loan agreement by Sept. 30, 2026.

Editor’s note: This sidebar summa-
rizes the Sacramento County Grand 
Jury’s findings and recommendations. 
The accompanying River Valley Times 
story provides additional context on sev-
eral issues, including the district’s recent 
progress in addressing audit deficiencies, 
the California Fair Political Practices 
Commission’s decision not to pursue an 
enforcement action involving Director 
Randy Jenco, and a board member’s pub-
licly stated reasons for delaying the search 
for a permanent general manager.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H
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make in accordance with the GJ request 
for comment within 90 days.”

Financial Improvements
Unlike the 2023 report, this year’s 

Grand Jury investigation acknowledges 
the district has made measurable progress.

The Grand Jury credited the district 
with upgrading its accounting system, 
improving accounting procedures and 
completing the fiscal year 2020-21 and 
2021-22 audits. Nevertheless, investiga-
tors concluded the district remains several 
years behind in completing the annual 
financial audits required by state law.

According to the report, audits for fis-
cal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 remained 
incomplete as of May, while work on the 
2024-25 and 2025-26 audits had been 
delayed.

Finance and Administration Director 
Cecilia Min reported at the June 17 board 
meeting that the 2022-23 and 2023-24 
financial statements had been submitted 
to the outside auditors in mid-May and 
were expected to be completed within 
about three months. She said staff expect 
to complete the remaining audits by the 
end of 2026.

The Grand Jury also reported it had not 
received confirmation that the material 
weaknesses and significant deficiencies 
identified in the 2019-20 audit had been 
fully corrected. Min told directors on June 
17 that some of those findings will reap-
pear in the 2022-23 and 2023-24 audits 
because they reflect historical conditions. 
But many of the underlying deficien-
cies have already been corrected through 
changes to accounting procedures and 
financial controls. Other findings, she 
said, cannot be corrected retroactively or 
will require additional work beyond those 
audit years.

Over the past year, Min has pro-
vided regular updates describing efforts 
to rebuild the district’s accounting sys-
tem, resolve longstanding reconciliation 
problems and prepare multiple years of 
financial records for outside auditors.

Ethics, Conflict of Interest
One of the report’s strongest criticisms 

concerns ethics and conflicts of interest.
The report recommends that the dis-

trict update its conflict-of-interest 

code, strengthen oversight of Form 700 
Statements of Economic Interests and 
improve its ethics compliance procedures.

The Grand Jury concluded that Director 
Randy Jenco’s participation in discussions 
regarding a possible water service morato-
rium created the appearance of a conflict 
of interest because he owns undeveloped 
property within Rancho Murieta that could 
be affected by future water policy.

The report, however, does not mention 
that the same issue was the subject of a 
2025 complaint filed with the California 
Fair Political Practices Commission by 
former Director Steve Booth.

That complaint alleged Jenco should 
recuse himself from discussions involv-
ing future development because of his 
ownership of the Granlees property. Jenco 
told the FPPC that the property on which 
he is building a home already had district 
water service and a septic system. Jenco 
added that even if he wanted to develop 
the property, which he doesn’t, he couldn’t 
because it is in a flood plain.

The FPPC declined to pursue an 
enforcement action regarding Booth’s 
complaint, citing insufficient evidence, a 
development not referenced in the Grand 
Jury report.

The Grand Jury also found no apparent 
procedure to ensure board members com-
plete the required ethics training.

The 2005 District policy requires direc-
tors to complete at least two hours of 
ethics training every two years, with the 
district maintaining records of completion. 
They meet this requirement by complet-
ing a two-hour online class offered by the 
California Special Districts Association.  

District Counsel Patrick Enright con-
ducted a public training session on ethics 
at the Oct. 15, 2025, Board meeting and 
on Brown Act updates and new state fis-
cal training requirements during the May 
27 board meeting.

Personnel, GM Delay
The report identifies management insta-

bility as another continuing concern.
Grand Jury investigators found the dis-

trict has had five general managers in six 
and a half years, four directors of oper-
ations in four years, and four finance 
directors in six years. They also criticized 
the board for waiting nearly 10 months 
after former General Manager Mimi 

Morris resigned before hiring an executive 
search firm in March.

The Grand Jury concluded that the dis-
trict’s interim management structure 
contributed to a serious  governance error. 
According to the report, a letter requiring 
a developer to invest $8 million in a water 
storage tank was sent before receiving full 
board approval. The board later rescinded 
the letter. The report said that negotiations 
between the district and the developer 
have not been finalized.

Despite those criticisms, the Grand Jury 
commended the district for “promptly fill-
ing the general manager position with an 
interim general manager and ad hoc com-
mittee for additional support,” saying the 
arrangement allowed district operations to 
move forward.

After General Manager Mimi Morris 
resigned in May 2025, the board’s 
Administrative Ad Hoc Committee 
assumed oversight of many administrative 
functions. Board President John Merchant 
initially served as the committee’s sole 
member. Following Bill Gere’s appoint-
ment to the board at the July 16, 2025, 
special meeting, he joined Merchant on 
the committee.

The board appointed Amelia Wilder 
as interim general manager on Sept. 17, 
2025, five months after Morris’s depar-
ture. During that meeting, Merchant said 
the board was in no rush to hire a perma-
nent replacement.

“We are not going to go forever with-
out a general manager, but we have four 
people in the top line I feel pretty good 
about,” Merchant said. “I’d like to give it 
an opportunity to settle down and decide 
what we really want to do and what we 
really want to look for in the next hire that 
we make.”

The Grand Jury also commended 
the district for hiring an outside human 
resources firm, saying it has contributed to 
a more smoothly run organization.

Reclaimed Water Revisited
The Grand Jury also revisited its 2023 

criticism of the district’s reclaimed water 
agreement with the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club.

In response to the 2023 report, the 
district rejected the Grand Jury’s rec-
ommendation that it begin charging 
for reclaimed water used to irrigate the 

golf courses. The board argued the 1988 
agreement requires the district to provide 
treated reclaimed water to the country club 
as part of its wastewater disposal system, 
does not authorize charging for the water 
itself, and helps the district comply with 
state regulations governing disposal of 
treated wastewater.

This year’s report reaches a differ-
ent conclusion. It states the agreement 
requires the district to deliver reclaimed 
water but also allows the district, upon 
written request, to recover the cost of 
delivering reclaimed water to Bass Lake. 
According to the report, the district has 
never requested reimbursement.

The River Valley Times reviewed the 
district’s 2023 response but was unable 
to determine from the available contract 
documents whether the reimbursement 
provision cited by the Grand Jury appears 
in the original 1988 agreement, a later 
amendment or an exhibit incorporated into 
the agreement.

Lawsuit Count Questioned
The Grand Jury report also states that 

five former employees “brought suit” 
against the district since the 2023 Grand 
Jury report.

However, a review of Sacramento 
County Superior Court records identified 
two employment-related lawsuits filed 
after the 2023 Grand Jury report and four 
employment-related lawsuits filed since 
2020. The report does not explain how it 
arrived at its total of five lawsuits.

Looking Ahead
The report recommends completing 

all overdue audits by December, updat-
ing the district’s conflict-of-interest code, 
strengthening ethics and governance train-
ing, improving oversight of Form 700 
filings, reviewing the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club loan agreement and address-
ing personnel management issues.

Under California law, the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District 
Board of Directors is required to formally 
respond to the Grand Jury’s findings and 
recommendations within 90 days.

This story is at therivervalleytimes.com 
and on Facebook. � H

Continued from page 1

President Trump has 
been musing about whether 
he’s the most powerful man 
in world history, and judg-
ing by the results lately, the 
answer is definitely “no.”

It’s certainly true that 
Trump has technical tools 
at his disposal that would 
have astounded famous 
pre-20th-century contend-
ers for the title of most 
powerful man, wheth-
er Caesar, Alexander the 
Great, Charlemagne or 
Napoleon. 

Trump’s power, though, 
isn’t defined by, say, the 
precision and explosive 
punch of the Tomahawk 
missile. As the leader of a 
constitutional republic that 
disperses power and de-
pends ultimately on dem-
ocratic consent, Trump is 
operating under constraints 
that routinely blunt his 
ambitions.

If the theme of the first 
year of his second term was 
aggression on all fronts, 
his second year has so far 
been defined by significant 
retreats.

Late last year, Trump 
surged DHS forces into 
Minneapolis, seeking to 
make an example of the 
Twin Cities after Soma-
li immigrants were im-
plicated in welfare fraud 
schemes. When the oper-
ation was met by fierce 
opposition from city and 
state leaders and resistance 
in the streets, the Trump 
administration steeled it-
self for a gargantuan test of 
wills -- before Trump, real-
izing he was losing the bat-
tle of political optics, sent 
Tom Homan to Minneapo-
lis to unwind the operation. 

Last month, the Depart-
ment of Justice settled 
Donald Trump’s $10 bil-
lion suit against the IRS 
over the leak of his tax 
returns. The department 
agreed to create a $1.8 bil-
lion fund for the compen-
sation of victims of Demo-
cratic lawfare, a slush fund 
for his allies, presumably 
including Jan. 6 rioters. 
Faced with adverse legal 
rulings and opposition in 
the Senate, the administra-
tion abandoned the scheme 
that it had initially touted 
as a means to “right the 
wrongs that were previous-
ly done while ensuring this 
never happens again.”

Then, of course, Trump 
signed a ceasefire with 
Iran that wasn’t close to 
the “unconditional sur-
render” that he had once 
demanded. The 14-point 
agreement included more 
U.S. than Iranian conces-
sions, and Trump admitted 
that the Iranian closure of 
the Strait of Hormuz had 
forced his hand. 

TITLE: None of these 
were incidental initiatives. 
They all involved core 
commitments of this presi-
dent -- to mass deportation, 
to turning on its head the 
lawfare campaign against 
him and to denying the 
Iranian regime a nuclear 
weapon.

They were also over-
reaches that displayed a 
heedlessness born of hu-
bris. Trump had already 
driven down overall mi-
gration when he surged 
into Minneapolis; already 
pardoned the Jan. 6 rioters 
when his DOJ created the 
weaponization fund; and 
already struck a punish-
ing blow against the Ira-
nian nuclear program via 
Midnight Hammer when 
he launched Operation 
Epic Fury. 

Trump isn’t one for in-
cremental progress toward 
an objective. He prefers 
the grand gesture and big 
gamble. He’s drawn to 
the bridge too far when a 
drive a couple of blocks 
down the street would do 
just fine. 

The worry about Trump 
was that he’d be uncon-
strained in his second term, 
and indeed, he’s fashioned 
a team that is loath to tell 
him “no.” But he’s subject 
to checks from the other 
branches of government 
and, even more, from rou-
tine political pressures. 

There was nothing that 
formally compelled him to 
remove DHS forces from 
Minneapolis or to relieve 
the military pressure on 
Iran, both of which were 
within his legitimate pow-
ers. It was the poor polling 
and the potential damage 
to Republican prospects in 
the midterms that obliged 
Trump to declare victory 
and go home. 

The president may enjoy 
thinking of how he can do 
things that a Roman em-
peror never would have 
imagined, yet Marcus Au-
relius wasn’t hypersensi-
tive to how stories were 
playing in the mass media, 
or to the latest public-opin-
ion surveys. 

As the creature of a dem-
ocratic republic, Trump in-
herently is mindful of those 
considerations, which is 
one reason that it’s been 
a year of retreats. Trump, 
surely, doesn’t think of it 
that way. As Gen. Oliver 
Smith put it during the 
Korean War, he’s merely 
attacking in a different di-
rection -- although not the 
one he’d intended.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Trump’s Three Retreats

California Voters will Decide 14 Ballot Measures, 
Billionaire Tax Included. There Could’ve Been More

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When California voters 
in 1978 passed Proposition 
13, the iconic property tax 
limitation, they simultane-
ously rejected Proposition 
8, which had been placed on 
the ballot by the Legislature 
as an alternate tax relief 
measure. While Prop. 13 
flatly limited property taxes, 
Prop. 8 merely empowered 
the Legislature to lower 
property taxes on owner-oc-
cupied homes.

It may have been the first 
use of a campaign tactic 
that later became known as 
a “countermeasure.” Rather 
than just oppose a measure, 
a rival interest group could 
place its own measure on 
the ballot, thus muddying 
the waters. Voters would 
either choose between the 
two or be confused enough 
to reject both.

A c lass ic  example 
occurred in 2022 when 
California’s casino-own-
ing Indian tribes proposed 
a measure to give them a 
virtual monopoly on sports 
wagering and digital sports 
betting companies coun-
tered with a measure of their 
own. Hundreds of millions 
of dollars were raised for the 
rival measures and voters 
rejected both, thus preserv-
ing the state’s ban on sports 
wagering.

It  also exemplified 
another aspect of ballot 
measure politics: the ten-
dency of competing interests 

take their issues to the ballot 
when the Legislature could 
not resolve them.

Over time, both trends 
had made the ballot mea-
sure process — rather than 
legislation — California’s 
dominant method of resolv-
ing big issues.

Legislative leaders dis-
liked being forced into a 
reactive role. Thus, in 2016, 
the Legislature changed the 
rules of the ballot measure 
game to reassert its place. It 
decreed that even after they 
had qualified for the ballot, 
sponsors of initiative mea-
sures could remove them up 
to a deadline.

Sponsors of rival qual-
if ied measures could 
negotiate compromises with 
input from legislative lead-
ers, have them written into 
law and avoid very expen-
sive pro and con campaigns.

The 14 measures that 
will appear on the Nov. 3 
ballot were going to be as 
many as 20 before last-min-
ute compromises settled 
three dueling measure con-
flicts. One pitted personal 
injury lawyers against ride-
share companies, a second 
involved hospital executives 
and a health care union, and 
the third dealt with vote 
minimums for local taxes.

Whether the compro-
mises make policy sense or 
not, contending parties got 
enough out of them to war-
rant dropping their ballot 
measures.

However, the most prom-
inent ballot measure conflict 
— over whether California 
should impose a 5% 
wealth tax on billionaires 
— defied resolution. The 
measure, sponsored by the 
SEIU healthcare workers 
union, will be Proposition 
40 and will compete with 
two countermeasures spon-
sored by billionaire Sergey 

Brin and other Prop. 40 
foes, Proposition 41 and 
Proposition 42.

They could, if passed 
with higher vote counts, 
kneecap the wealth tax.

At one point the wealth 
tax advocates offered to 
reduce its bite to 2% as a 
compromise, but made no 
headway with opponents, 
most prominently Gov. 
Gavin Newsom.

Another tax measure, 
sponsored by the California 
Teachers Association, 
would  make perma-
nent a temporary surtax 
on high-income taxpay-
ers first enacted in 2012 
— but it could get caught 
in the shootout over Prop. 
40. Democratic legisla-
tive leaders gave it some 
protection with a last-min-
ute decree that it would 
be appear on the ballot as 
Proposition 3. Thus voters 
will deal with it before con-
fronting Props. 40, 41 and 
42 much further down the 
ballot.

Given its high stakes and 
the attention it is getting in 
national media, the wealth 
tax is destined to be not 
only the single most con-
troversial ballot measure 
this year but probably have 
the most expensive dueling 
campaigns, possibly setting 
a record.

At a webinar on Tuesday 
covering the array of ballot 
measures voters will face in 
November, campaign con-
sultant Tino Rossi said “the 
pace car (for spending) is 
the billionaire tax.”

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

By V.G. Harris 

A new era has begun, and Darius Acuff Jr. 
will be a focal point in that new era.

Beginning with a rousing 79-76 victory 
on the Fourth of July over the visiting Nets, 
Darius Acuff Jr. received by far the most 
rousing applause from a frenetic Golden 
One crowd poised to see what the future will 
look like.

A lot of pressure on young Darius pro-
duced a shot that wasn’t falling, and after one 
quarter Acuff missed all but one shot from the 
field and contributed a paltry three points.

But this crowd was inspired, and as it turns 
out, so was Darius. Putting doubters to rest, 
Darius showcased excellent ball handling 
skills throughout and exhibited court man-
agement like a veteran.

What impressed me the most as I sat and 
watched the Kings No. 1 draft choice in 
action, was his determination to get the job 
done, and seemingly no number of missed 
shots was going to deter him.

Playing alongside older and more experi-
enced players, this young 19-year-old looked 
like a much older player as he simply put his 
head down and refused to quit.

The Nets led this game nearly the entire 
way, but with less than three minutes to play, 
Acuff sank his first NBA 3-pointer, and would 
prove to be the margin of victory.

Last year’s No. 1 draft choice Nique 
Clifford made the deciding bucket with a 
“nothing but net” three-pointer on an assist 
from Acuff, but without a doubt Darius had 
made his presence felt, and his first NBA 
action ended with a win.

Criticized to some degree for his lack of 
defense coming in, Acuff showed a natural 
ability and even looked comfortable on the 
defensive end of the court.

Overall, the Kings fans were treated to 
an NBA debut that few will forget, and in 
spite of not having his best shooting night, 
Acuff finished the contest with a game high 
25 points.

Not to be lost in all of this drama was the 
electric play of Dylan Cardwell, who picked 
up where he left off from last year, and kept 
the Kings in the game with his high intensity 

play. Without question, Cardwell is an intrin-
sic key into the success of this year’s team, 
and his joy for the game is contagious and 
enthusiastic.

Stepping from the shadows was the almost 
forgotten man, 45th in the draft Emanuel 
Sharp, who added a well received 13 points 
and played a brand of defense the Sacramento 
Kings have been hoping to see for ages.

Defense seemed to come naturally for 
young Sharp, and he seemed to be every-
where at once. At 6-foot-3 and 210 pounds., 
Emanuel looked every bit of the NBA ready 
guard he appears to be, and what a welcome 
sight that is for a team that has struggled with 
defense like few other teams.

Although Alex Karaban did not see action 
due to a rolled ankle, both Acuff and Sharp 
carried the day and opened more than a few 
eyes, as the Kings did something that the 
Sacramento fans saw little of a year ago. 
They actually closed out a game.

The second game of summer league saw 
the Kings face their archrival, the Golden 
State Warriors, and although Darius Acuff 
was given the night off, once again Emanuel 
Sharp came to play, and just as the Kings had 
done the night before, they came from behind 
to post a solid 91-85 victory.

The final game at Golden One will take 
place on Monday night, and I expect to see 
Darius Acuff back in action. Look for atten-
dance to be good as Kings fans are feeling 
the crescendo that is taking place with a bevy 
of rookies that are vying for a spot of the 
big squad.

It’s hard to wish for more positivity 
than this young squad has presented to the 
Sacramento faithful in the first two games, 
but if you haven’t been paying close attention 
so far, it’s not too soon to get excited. 

These guys don’t like to lose, and that kind 
of energy is contagious.

Now surround them with the likes of 
Domantas Sabonis, Keegan Murray and Zach 
Lavine, and watch the temperature go up.

The real question is how many times will 
this new unit light the beam this year?

Stay tuned Kings fans, because the fun is 
just getting started!

All the best! 

Darius Acuff Debut

Why Doesn’t My Social Security Record 
Show All My Military Earnings?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: When I 
look at my earnings on my 
Social Security account, I 
see that in 1955 and 1956 
have no earnings. I was in 
the U.S. Navy as a first offi-
cer and have my DD-214 
paperwork which shows my 
military service from Oct. 
1954-Oct. 1958. My Social 
Security earnings record 
shows that I had earnings 
in 1954, 1957, and 1958 but 
doesn’t show that I was paid 
in 1955 or 1956. Shouldn’t 
I have received Social 
Security credit for all my 
service years? Signed: An 
Older Veteran 

Dear Older Veteran: 
First, I want to thank you 
for your military service. 
Whether your earnings 
while in the military would 
provide you with any addi-
tional Social Security 
benefit depends on your 
career  earnings af ter 
leaving military service. 
Here’s why: 

Your monthly Social 
Security (SS) benefit is 
based upon the highest 
earning 35 years over your 
lifetime (with earlier years 
adjusted for inflation). 
From those highest earning 
35 years, SS develops your 
Average Indexed Monthly 
Earnings (your lifetime 

“AIME”) which is the basis 
of the SS benefit you get 
if you claim for benefits to 
start at your full retirement 
age (FRA). So, if - after you 
completed your military 
service - you had at least 35 
years of other employment 
where you earned more 
money than you did while 
serving, then your military 
pay won’t affect your Social 
Security benefit. 

FYI, Social Security pay-
roll tax has been withheld 
from military pay since 
1957, which is why your SS 
earnings record shows your 
military pay only for 1957 
and 1958.  Your SS record 
wouldn’t show military pay 
prior to 1957 because you 
didn’t contribute to SS from 
your military pay during 
those years. The earnings 
you see in your SS earnings 
record for 1954 are likely 
from non-military employ-
ment prior to starting active 
duty in October 1954.  

SS does provide older 
veterans with “special extra 
credits for military service,” 
but those credits are only 
a supplemental earnings 
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record during the 
years you served. It is not a 
bonus amount added to your 
monthly Social Security 
payment; rather it is only an 
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record used when 
calculating your Social 
Security benefit. For those 
who served prior to 1957, 
Social Security would have 
no record of your military 
earnings during those early 
service years. But when 
you claimed Social Security 
later in life, they would 
have asked if you served in 

the military and given you 
“special extra credit” in the 
form of presumed earnings 
for your service years. They 
likely asked for a copy of 
your DD-214 and would 
have added $160 to your 
military earnings record 
for each active-duty month 
from October 1954 through 
December 1956, and addi-
tional earnings credits for 
1957 and 1958. 

But that doesn’t mean 
you get a special Social 
Security bonus for your 
military service. If you have 
at least 35 years of civilian 
employment after serving in 
the Navy, your service years 
would only affect your SS 
benefit if those military ser-
vice years were among the 
highest paying 35 years 
over your entire lifetime. 
Click here to read more 
on this topic. And, again, 
please accept our apprecia-
tion for your service to our 
country. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Secur i t y  Assoc ia t ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a 
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org). 

Social Security MattersGrand Jury Describes CSD as ‘Still a Work in Progress'
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www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
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 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.0%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Concerts
Dining  ClassesCrafts

 Festivals Theater Cultural

Support Groups
Fitness

Gatherings
Expos

Museums Clubs
Groups Spiritual 

There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
Waiting to be discovered at

therivervalleytimes.com/calendar

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District operators dumped 
approximately 200,000 
gallons of treated water 
into Lake Clementia, tem-
porarily shut down both 
water treatment plants, 
and relied on water already 
stored in the system to pre-
vent elevated manganese 
from reaching customers 
during last week’s precau-
tionary water advisory on 
June 19 and 20.

Chief Plant Operator 
Travis Bohannon said he 
chose to notify residents 
before manganese lev-
els in the district’s storage 
tanks exceeded the dis-
trict’s operating threshold 
because the situation was 
still unfolding.

“I felt it was better to 
do that while I was try-
ing to resolve the issue,” 
Bohannon wrote. “Not 
knowing how long or 
how bad this manganese 
flare-up was going to last 
or how long it was going to 
take me to get it under con-
trol, I made this decision 
out of concern for the dis-
trict’s residents.”

The June 19 advisory 
was issued after man-
ganese levels in treated 
water leaving Water Plant 
1 exceeded the district’s 
0.05 milligrams-per-liter 
operating threshold. Rather 
than continue sending that 
water into the distribution 
system, operators tem-
porarily diverted treated 
water away from custom-
ers while they corrected the 
problem, relying instead 
on treated water already 
stored in the Rio Oso and 
Van Vleck tanks.

The new information, 
provided by Bohannon in 
response to questions from 
the River Valley Times, 
explains how the dis-
trict managed the incident 
without interrupting water 
service and provides addi-
tional details that were not 
available before the news-
paper’s initial story went to 
press.

Storage Tanks Keep 
Water Flowing

One of the biggest unan-
swered questions after the 
advisory was how Rancho 
Murieta continued receiv-
ing water after Bohannon 
wrote that Water Plant 1 
had been put “to waste” 
and Water Plant 2 had been 
shut down.

Bohannon said the dis-
trict had sufficient treated 
water in storage to meet 
customer demand through-
out the incident.

“At the time that I 
started wasting, there was 
plenty of water in the tanks 
to supply the district with 
water,” he wrote. “I was 
monitoring the tank levels 
at all times, and the tanks 
never got below an accept-
able level. There was never 
any danger of the tanks 
running empty at that 
time.”

Approximately 200,000 
gallons of treated water 
w e r e  d i v e r t e d  i n t o 
Lake Clementia rather 
than being delivered to 
customers.

Why 0.05 mg/L 
Matters

The district repeatedly 
referred to the 0.05 milli-
grams-per-liter manganese 
level during the incident 
because it corresponds 
to California’s secondary 
drinking water standard for 
manganese. 

The standard is intended 
primarily to prevent yellow 
or brown water, staining 
of plumbing fixtures and 
laundry, and other aesthetic 
problems.

State health officials 

have a lso  expressed 
growing concern about 
prolonged manganese 
exposure in sensitive pop-
ulat ions,  par t icular ly 
formula-fed infants and 
young children,  who 
absorb and retain more 
manganese than adults. 
Earlier this month, the 
California Division of 
Drinking Water revised 
its health-based noti-
fication and response 
levels after reviewing 
studies linking elevated 
manganese exposure to 
potential neurological and 
developmental effects in 
formula-fed infants.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Bohannon’s report, the 
flare-up began when raw 
water entering Water 
Plant 1 measured 0.171 
milligrams per liter of 
manganese. After treat-
ment, the plant’s finished 
water measured 0.077 
mg/L: an improvement, 
but still above the dis-
trict’s 0.05 mg/L operating 
threshold. 

Those measurements 
were included in the dis-
trict’s report posted after 
the River Valley Times’ 
initial story went to press.

D u r i n g  t h e  i n c i -
dent, Bohannon used the 
0.05 mg/L level as his 

operational threshold and 
issued a public advisory 
before manganese concen-
trations in the storage tanks 
reached it. 

According to his report, 
the highest manganese 
reading in the Rio Oso tank 
was 0.01 mg/L, while the 
Van Vleck tank reached 
0.04 mg/L.

Echoes 2019 Yellow-
Water Event

The incident echoes 
R a n c h o  M u r i e t a ’ s 
well-publicized 2019 yel-
low-water episode, when 
elevated manganese caused 
discolored tap water and 
generated approximately 
80 customer complaints.

District officials reported 
at the time that the newer 
membrane-based Water 
Plant 1 could not ade-
quately remove dissolved 
manganese by i tself , 
while the older filter-bed 
Water Plant 2 contin-
ued producing water with 
non-detectable manganese 
after treatment. Operators 
resolved the problem by 
adding pre-oxidants that 
converted dissolved man-
ganese into particles that 
could then be removed 
during treatment.

Bohannon said the same 
approach helped to resolve 

last week’s flare-up.
“The numbers were the 

initial numbers that were 
initially reported to me,” 
he wrote. “Once pre-oxi-
dants were turned on, that 
is when I started to get 
better results. There were 
no pre-oxidants being fed 
at the time this incident 
started due to not being 
needed until this flare up 
happened.”

Plants Monitored 
Separately

Bohannon also clarified 
how the district monitors 
water quality when both 
t reatment  plants  are 
operating.

He said “finished water,” 
also known as potable 
water, refers to treated 
water leaving each individ-
ual treatment plant. Each 
plant is monitored sepa-
rately before the two water 
supplies are blended.

“We have analyzers for 
each individual plant,” 
Bohannon wrote. “Once 
the water leaves the water 
plant, it is blended in the 
distribution pipes going to 
the tanks.”

In-House Testing 
Speeds Response
Bohannon said the dis-

trict’s in-house manganese 

analyzers allow operators 
to make immediate oper-
ational decisions while 
certified laboratory results, 
which typically take about 
two days, are pending.

“The in-house testing 
meters provide enough 
information to make 
on-the-spot operational 
decisions for process con-
trol,” he wrote. “The 
samples sent to the lab 
just confirm that what 
we are doing is correct. 
The meters don’t provide 
extremely accurate infor-
mation, but good enough 
to make sure the right deci-
sions are being made.”

Bohannon said he still 
does not know what trig-
gered the manganese 
flare-up, describing it as 
more severe than he had 
previously experienced. 
After treatment adjust-
ments and consultation 
with a chemical engineer-
ing specialist, manganese 
levels dropped to non-de-
tectable levels, allowing 
the district to return both 
treatment plants to nor-
mal operation and lift the 
advisory the following 
morning. 

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

CSD Details Response to 
June Manganese Flare-Up

Chief Plant Operator Travis Bohannon speaks at a recent Rancho Murieta Community Services District board meeting. He also serves as the district’s interim 
operations manager. 
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Blood Drive  
Slated July 27

Vitalant will hold its next 
Rancho Murieta Community 
Blood Drive from noon to 6 p.m. 
Monday, July 27 at St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic Church, 14673 
Cantova Way. The event is spon-
sored by the Rancho Murieta 
Women’s Club and the Knights 
of Columbus. 

Appointments can be made 
online at  donors.vi talant .
org using blood drive code 
SMFM053 or by calling Vitalant 
at 877-258-4825. Walk-ins will 
be accepted as space permits. 
Donors will receive a coupon 
for 10% off a purchase from 
Yogurt Pop and will be entered 
into a drawing for a $50 Yogurt 
Pop gift card donated by Carole 
Thames with Town and Country 
Real Estate. Donors will also 
be entered into a drawing for a 

$50 credit for the Murieta Inn 
& Cupola Spa donated by the 
Murieta Inn. 

Eat well and drink plenty of 
water before donating, and bring 
a photo ID. For eligibility ques-
tions, call 877-258-4825 or visit 
vitalant.org. One donation can 
save more than one life: There’s 
no substitute for volunteer blood 
donors.

RMCC Plans Car & Art 
Show July 25

The Rancho Murieta Country 
Club will host a Car & Art 
Show on July 25 featuring col-
lector vehicles, local artists, live 
music and dining. The event 
begins with no-host cocktails, a 
car show and an art walk on the 
18th Fairway from 3 to 5 p.m. 
A barbecue buffet dinner will 
be served at 6 p.m., followed by 
a performance by the Engine 4 

Band on the Terrace Patio at 7 
p.m. 

The buffet dinner and concert 
package is $30. Concert-only 
admission is $5 for club mem-
bers and $25 for nonmembers. 
Vehicle and artist/crafter entries 
are $10. 

For more information, contact 
club.office@ranchomurietacc.
com or call 916-354-3416. 
Vendors may call 916-354-3421.

Corvette Club Slates 
Poker Run

The Rancho Murieta Corvette 
Club will host its annual Poker 
Run on Sept. 26 to raise money 
for its Thanksgiving din-
ner project, which provides 
holiday meals for local families 
in the River Valley area of south 
Sacramento County. The event 
is dedicated to the memory of 
longtime club member and past 

president Jerry McDonald, who 
died in 2024.

Participants will follow a pre-
determined route, collecting 
playing cards at five stops in an 
attempt to build the best poker 
hand for prizes. The drive, which 
travels through the foothills and 
lower Sierra, ends with lunch 
and awards at Castle Oaks Golf 
Club. Written directions will be 
provided.

The Poker Run is open to all 
vehicles, including sports cars, 
sedans, SUVs and trucks: not 
just Corvettes. The $30 entry fee 
includes two poker hands, one 
for the driver and one for a nav-
igator. Registration forms are 
available by emailing pcargts@
yahoo.com. Entries and payment 
must be received by Sept. 12. 

The club’s Thanksgiving proj-
ect has grown over the years 
from donating turkeys to the 

Sacramento Food Bank to instead 
providing complete holiday din-
ners to local families in need.

CSD Announces 
Openings  

for Four Board Seats
Rancho Murieta residents will 

elect four directors to the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services 
District Board in November. 
Residents interested in serving 
their community are encouraged 
to run for office. 

The candidate filing period 
opens July 13 and closes Aug. 
7. Nomination papers are avail-
able from the Sacramento 
County Voter Registration and 
Elections Office, 7000 65th St., 
Suite A, Sacramento. Additional 
information is available from 
the Sacramento County Voter 
Registration and Elections Office 
website.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

June 22
8:26 p.m., Patrol located an older model 

Toyota Corolla parked in a no-parking 
zone near the County Bridge. Patrol also 
observed two adult male subjects fishing 
approximately 100 yards upstream from 
the Yellow Bridge within Rancho Murieta 
property. 

Patrol contacted both subjects, advised 
them they were trespassing on private 
property, and directed them to leave the 
area. Both subjects complied without 
incident.

June 23
7:55 p.m., North Gate middle resident 

lane-Gate Arm Collision: A non-resident 
vehicle attempted to follow a resident 
vehicle through the middle resident lane. 
During the gate arm closing cycle, the 

gate arm struck the non-resident vehicle. 
Driver identified as residing in Clovis, 
CA. Vehicle involved: Dodge Ram. No 
damage was observed to the vehicle. The 
gate arm sustained significant damage, 
breaking at the midpoint and rendering the 
lane inoperable. 

The middle resident lane was secured 
and blocked from use pending repairs. 
The driver was unable to provide proof of 
insurance. Driver departed the community 
without further incident.

June 24
6:02 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of an unresponsive white male adult lying 
on the ground near the southeast corner of 
the playground at Laguna Joaquin. Upon 
contact, the approximately 25-year-old 
subject stated he was resting after walking 
from Sacramento and was not experienc-
ing a medical emergency. 

The subject was advised that the prop-
erty was private and was requested to 
leave the area. The subject complied with-
out incident. 

June 25
4:39 p.m., Domingo Drive: Patrol 

responded to a report of a door-to-door 
solicitor from Hawk Pest Control. Upon 
arrival, patrol contacted the subject and 
advised them of the community's No 
Soliciting policy. The subject complied 
with instructions and left the area without 
incident. 

11:24 p.m., Guadalupe Drive: Patrol 
responded to a report of a group gathered 
in front of a residence. Investigation deter-
mined the individuals were a resident and 
invited guests from a nearby home. Patrol 
advised the group they were creating a dis-
turbance and requested they relocate to the 
residence. The group complied without 
incident. 

June 26
12:05 a.m., Guadalupe Drive: Patrol 

responded to a follow-up resident com-
plaint regarding a vehicle parked near the 
reporting party's residence. Upon arrival, 
the involved group had relocated as pre-
viously requested. Although no driveway 

obstruction was observed, patrol requested 
the vehicle be moved farther from the res-
idence to avoid further disturbance. The 
group complied without incident. 

11:25 p.m., Patrol observed two vehi-
cles at North Beach after park hours, 
including a  resident vehicle and a guest 
vehicle. Contact was made with the res-
ident, who advised the occupants of the 
guest vehicle were their guests. The res-
ident instructed their guests to leave the 
area, and both vehicles departed without 
incident. 

June 28
2:33 a.m., Patrol observed a golf cart on 

Murieta Parkway occupied by four juve-
nile males sounding an air horn, creating 
a noise disturbance while violating com-
munity curfew. During the incident, the 
resident driver submitted a false complaint 
reporting another golf cart was causing the 
disturbance. Patrol contacted the juveniles, 
advised them of their curfew violation and 
directed them to return home immediately. 
Citation issued for the curfew violation. �H

SECURITY LOGS

Find Back Issues at TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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Advertise in 

your local 

community 

newspaper
Call (916) 685-5533

Yard  
Sale?  

Garage  
Sale?

Advertise in your local  
community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

Home Improvement

Rain Gutters

Visit: mpg8.com

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

Landscaping

l New Roof Installation
l Roof Repairs
l Roof Maintenance
l Roof Leak Repairs
l Roof Moss Removal
l Commercial Roofing  
   Repairs

l Commercial Roof  
   Installations
l Seamless Gutters  
   and Downspouts 
l Lifetime Gutter Guard 
   Screen Installation

916-900-ROOF (7663)

LIC# 1039405 LICENSED, BONDED  
& FULLY INSURED

Trusted Roofing Experts with 
Over 30 Years of Experience  

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

FREE ESTIMATES

(916) 428-7000 (916) 685-6917(916) 428-7000
AD PROOF

Issue:
Zone: Pocket/Land Park       Natomas         Elk Grove 

Amount Due: 

ALL SPELLING IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL ADDRESSES ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL COPY IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

OK NO CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement AS-IS and 
approval is given for publishing.

OK PENDING CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED 
and approval is given for publishing of corrected material.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!  
Please check all copy carefully and initial each space.

X
Signature Date

Our Neighborhood Shopper, The Natomas Shopper, and Elk Grove Laguna Shopper  
are not responsible for errors not indicated on this proof sheet.

Approval or Request for Changes 
must be received by  

Please complete the following and return
by fax (916) 685-0271 or call (916) 685-6917

NOTES:

NO

Please Note: This courtesy ad proof is provided at no charge.  Additional changes requiring a second proof may result in an extra charge.

ALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIR
Interior/Exterior Remodel, 
Improvements and Repair
Quality Work Guaranteed

• Bathrooms • Kitchens • Electrical • Plumbing
• Fencing • Fans • Decks • Doors • Windows • Tile
• Baseboards • Sheetrock • Dry Rot • Texture 
• Lighting  • Sprinkler Repair • Framing and More

AFFORDABLERATES!

Give Us a Call We Are 
More Affordable Than All!   

916-287-6164

CSLB#11349817
Insured and Bonded

REFERRALS AVAILABLE

FREE FREE 
EstimatesEstimates

Home Improvement

Landscaping

l ROOF REPAIRS
l DRY ROT
l RAIN BARRELS

l SIDING
l WATER DRAINAGE
l PAINTING

LIC# 410035

Make the last time you cleaned your gutters  
the last time you clean your gutters.

Paul Clark 
916.753.7463 Cell www.pmcgutterman.com 

paulmclark49@gmail.com

Free Estimates. Quality Roofing Built on Trust.  
Delivers dependable service and lasting results.  

We use premium materials and meticulous craftsmanship 
to ensure every job stands the test of time.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING 
   OWNER OPERATED    44 Years in Business

License # 407605          BBB Credited A+ Rating

EL NINO IS COMING.  
IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED?
A small leak today can become 
expensive tomorrow. Let our  
company inspect your roof and  
keep your home protected through  
the rainy season.
l July Specials: FREE Solar attic fan installed on new roof
l $2500 gutter guard installed on most homes (call for 
quote)

Jim at 916-531-2793  
or call Mike Moylen  
at 209-894-6605

Help Wanted
HS student to help organize 
books, mdse. for sale on so-

cial media. Lite cleaning, yard-
work. Pref. Cristo Rey/CBHS 
student. jjcmhv@gmail.com

California Museum 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- America turns 250 this 
year, and we’re celebrat-
ing all month long. Book a 
group of four or more any-
time throughout the month 
and save 10% on admis-
sion. There’s no better time 
to discover the lesser-told 
stories of California, the 
31st state and what they 
reveal about the American 
story. 

Book in advance with 
code AMERICA250 at 
checkout. For walk-up 
admission, mention the 
America’s 250th group 
special. Not valid on field 
trip tours or with other dis-
counts or promotions. Offer 
only valid now through 
July 31. Learn more at 
CaliforniaMuseum.org/
America250. 

Here are the exhibitions 
and events facilitated by 
the California Museum, 
1020 O St., now through 
September. 

‘Reflecting On  
The Land’ 

Temporary Exhibit
Centering the voices, 

knowledge and visions of 
California’s Indigenous 
peoples, “Reflecting on the 
Land” challenges visitors 
to reckon with the sto-
ries that have shaped our 
understanding of this land, 
and those that have been 
left out. The display will 

run from Aug. 25 to Oct. 4. 
From the landscapes 

of 250 years ago to hard-
won victories like the 
restoration of the Klamath 
River, the exhibit traces the 
living legacy of more than 
200 tribes across the state 
and looks ahead to radical, 
hopeful visions of what 
sovereignty and self-deter-
mination can look like on 
this land. 

Thought-provoking, 
timely and deeply rooted 
in community, this is an 
exhibit for anyone ready 
to engage with California’s 
past, present and future on 
its own terms. “Reflecting 
on the Land” was devel-
oped by Exhibit Envoy in 
partnership with California 
Humanities, and tours 
through Exhibit Envoy 
thanks to generous fund-
ing from the 11th Hour 
Project, By the People: 
Conversations Beyond 
250 and the Weingart 
Foundation. 

Community 
Appreciation Day 
(Free Admission)
In celebration of sur-

passing our Big Day of 
Giving fundraising target, 
the California Museum 
is offering free admission 
for all on Sunday, Aug. 
30 during regular business 
hours, noon to 5 p.m. 

Stop by and explore 
o u r  n e w  t e m p o r a r y 
exhibit, “Reflecting on 
the Land,” on its opening 

weekend, then explore 
permanent exhibits such 
as “Women Inspire,” 
“California Hall of Fame” 
and more! Details will 
be posted by Aug. 1 to 
CaliforniaMuseum.org/
Events.

Alebrije Painting 
Workshop

Kick off  Hispanic 
H e r i t a g e  M o n t h  i n 
September with a hands-on 
alebrije painting workshop 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Sept. 20 at 
the California Museum. 

Led by Balam Arts, 
this bilingual (English/
Spanish) program explores 
the history and folklore 
behind alebrijes, the fan-
tastical, vividly painted 
wooden figures rooted in 
Zapotec tradition. Then 
pick your very own crea-
ture and bring it to life 

with brushes, sponges and 
acrylic paint. You’ll also 
take home a guide to the 
art and stories that have 
shaped Mexican culture 
for generations. Details 
will be posted by Aug. 25 
at CaliforniaMuseum.org/
Events. 

Blue Star Museums 
Free Admission 

Through September
A  c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

between the National 
Endowment for the Arts, 
Blue Star Families and the 
Department of Defense, 
the Blue Star Museums 
program provides free 
admission to all active-
duty, National Guard and 
Reserve military personnel 
and up to five family mem-
bers from Saturday, May 
16 (Armed Forces Day) 
through Sunday, Sept. 7 

at the California Museum. 
Note the Museum is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from noon to 5 
p.m. Advance ticket reg-
istration is encouraged 
but not required. Learn 
more or purchase tickets 
at CaliforniaMuseum.org/
BlueStarMuseums.

Field Trips Fall 2026 
The California Museum 

is now booking seven 
unique in-person and 
online field trip expe-
riences to inspire and 
educate  s tudents  on 
California’s rich and 
diverse history and culture 
during the 2026-27 school 
year. 

Bring learning to life 
with a one-of-a-kind 
interactive learning expe-
rience, aligned with state 

standards. To learn more 
about each experience 
and how to book, visit 
CaliforniaMuseum.org/
FieldTrips. 

Docent On Duty  
Join docents Steve 

Sasaki and Kris Sazaki in 
“Uprooted: An American 
Story” at designated times 
each month. Steve and Kris 
will be in the exhibit, ready 
to share their unique family 
experiences of life in the 
incarceration camps and 
returning home after World 
War II. 

Available for full guided 
tours or quick Q&A, no 
reservation is needed to 
speak with them; just 
stop by the exhibit and 
join the conversation. 
View the current Docent 
on Duty schedule at 
CaliforniaMuseum.org/
DocentonDuty. 

Fourth Fridays
The California Museum 

i n v i t e s  a l l  c u r r e n t 
California state employ-
ees to visit for free on 
the fourth Friday of each 
month from noon to 3 p.m. 
Free admission will be pro-
vided to the first 100 state 
employees with a current 
state employee ID badge 
who visit the Museum 
during the noon to 3 p.m. 
Fourth Friday timeframe. 
Walk-in only. Offer does 
not apply to advance ticket 
purchases. For more, visit 
CaliforniaMuseum.org/
FourthFridays.�   H

California Museum Exhibitions, Events Through September Announced

The California Museum, 1020 O St., announced several exhibitions and events that are 
happening now through September. Photo courtesy of California Museum
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TheRiverValleyTimes.com

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times 
    Facebook: @therivervalleytimes

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!
Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551 

 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!
River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group
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SCAN HERE

OR VISIT CAESARS REWARDS®

Upcoming Promotions

slot machines

table games

dining

DRAWING

Rancho Murieta Pickleball Club Scores 
Strong Showing Against Rollingwood

By Alan Chase 
President, Rancho 
Murieta Pickleball Club

FAIR OAKS, CA (MPG) - The 
Rancho Murieta Pickleball 
Club’s travel team turned 
in an impressive perfor-
mance on June 6 during a 
series of matches against 
the Rollingwood YMCA 
Pickleball Club in Fair 
Oaks.

Competing in mixed 
doubles and women’s 
doubles play, Rancho 
Murieta players posted 
winning records across 
multiple divisions during 
the friendly interclub 
competition. 

The event featured rally 
scoring to 21 points per 
game and was organized 
by Travel Team Manager 
Hayley Friedman.

In 3.0 mixed doubles 
play, Phyllis Banducci and 
Paul Melnick led the way 
with a perfect 4-0 record. 
Alan and Susie Chase, 
along with the team of 
Hayley Friedman and Greg 
Brown, each finished 3-1. 
Galey Betzler and Steve 
Detrick split their matches, 
posting a 2-2 record.

In the 3.5 division, Ken 
Hanlon and Friedman com-
piled a 3-2 record against 
their Rollingwood oppo-
nents. Rancho Murieta 

and Rollingwood evenly 
split the women’s doubles 
matches.

The Rancho Murieta 
Pickleball Club has more 
than 100 active members. 
Its travel team regularly 
visits other pickleball ven-
ues to compete against 
clubs outside the commu-
nity. Friedman manages 
the travel squad and hopes 
to host a future interclub 
event at the Stonehouse 
Park pickleball complex.

The competition pro-
vided both strong play and 
an opportunity for players 
from both clubs to enjoy a 
day of friendly rivalry and 
camaraderie.  � H

The Rancho Murieta Pickleball Club travel team gathers before competing against the 
Rollingwood YMCA Pickleball Club of Fair Oaks on June 6. Courtesy photo


