
Story and photos 
by Kathy Keatley Garvey

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
Friends of the Dixon May 
Fair has awarded nine 
college agricultural schol-
arships, totaling $33,500, 
to Solano County high 
school alumni in i ts 
annual Donnie and Tootie 
Huffman Scholarship 
Program.

The highest award, the 
$8000 Donnie Huffman 
Presidential Scholarship, 
went to Massimo Menicou 
of Vacaville, who just com-
pleted his second year of 
studies at the University 
of Nevada, Reno, where he 
is majoring in pre-veteri-
nary science. Menicou, a 
2024 graduate of Vacaville 
High School, previously 
received two other schol-
arships from the Friends of 
the Fair.

Scholarship commit-
tee chair Carrie Hamel 
of Dixon presented the 
awards at the organiza-
tion’s annual June barbecue 

and awards dinner, held at 
Friends’ Plaza at the May 
Fair. She announced that 
since 2003, the Friends 

have awarded a total of 
$340,250 in scholarships 
to Solano County alumni 
majoring in an agricultural 

field. Her comment drew 
widespread applause.

The scholarship program 

By Kendall Brown

D I X O N ,  C A  ( M P G )  - 
Residents gathered at 
Hall Park on July 4 for 
the City of Dixon's annual 
Independence Day cele-
bration, marking both the 
nation's 250th anniversary 
and the local commu-
nity's traditions with an 
afternoon and evening of 
family-friendly activities.

The celebration ran from 
4 to 9:15 p.m. at Hall Park, 
450 Hall Park Drive, and 
featured recreational activ-
ities, live entertainment, 
food vendors and a fire-
works display.

Mayor  S teve  Bi rd 
opened the event, wel-
coming attendees as the 
city joined communi-
ties across the country 

in recognizing the 250th 
anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Declaration of 
Independence.

Activities began with 
recreation swim at the Pat 
Granucci Aquatics Center, 

450 E. Mayes St., from 4 
to 8 p.m. Pickleball play-
ers took to the courts in 
Hall Park from 5 to 8 
p.m., while families gath-
ered throughout the park 
in advance of the evening's 

entertainment.
Beginning at 6 p.m., 

food trucks served a variety 
of meals and refreshments 
from the Aquatics Center 
parking lot. Live music fol-
lowed from 6 to 9 p.m., 
with Smokehouse Reunion 
performing for attendees 
before the evening con-
cluded with a fireworks 
show scheduled for 9:15 
p.m.

To accommodate the 
celebration and fireworks 
preparations, the Hall Park 
Dog Park was closed from 
7 a.m. July 4 through 7 
a.m. July 5. City officials 
thanked residents for their 
cooperation and encour-
aged everyone to celebrate 
safely during the holiday.

This year's celebration 
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Caltrans 
Receives $1.4 
Million Grant 
to Improve 

Highway Safety
Caltrans News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Caltrans announced June 
29, that it received approx-
imately $1.4 million in 
grant funding from the 
California Office of Traffic 
Safety (OTS) to help 
expand and improve traf-
fic data collection that will 
improve safety on the state 
highway system.

Caltrans analyzes a 
wide variety of data sets to 
help evaluate road safety, 
including lane conditions, 
intersection and shoul-
der types, traffic controls, 
speed limits and traffic 
volumes. The fiscal year 
2026 funding for the pro-
gram will help streamline 
the collection and is pro-
vided by a grant from 
OTS through the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.

“Strengthening California’s 
roadway data helps us better 
understand crash patterns and 
make smarter safety invest-
ments. This grant will boost 
our ability to improve safety 
statewide and advance our 
goal of zero fatalities and seri-
ous injuries,” said Caltrans 
Director Dina El-Tawansy. 

The funds will support 
data collection of aver-
age annual daily traffic 
(AADT) on non-Federal 
Aid System (NFAS) roads, 
including rural roads, col-
lector roads that connect to 
the state highway system, 
and urban local roads. The 
funding will also be used 
for inventory intersection 
types and designs on NFAS 
roads, as well as support 
statewide outreach and 
coordination with local and 
regional agencies, includ-
ing Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs), 
Regional Transportation 
P l a n n i n g  A g e n c i e s 
(RTPAs), cities, counties, 
and tribal agencies.

Caltrans is aligning 
departmental operations 
with the Safe System 
approach, which identifies 
several interconnected ele-
ments to achieve a vision 
of zero fatalities and seri-
ous injuries – safe road 
users, safe roads, safe 
speeds, safe vehicles, and 
post-crash care. 

As part of this com-
mitment ,  Cal t rans  i s 
prioritizing “safety first” 
in highway planning, oper-
ations, construction, and 
maintenance; focusing 
efforts on eliminating the 
most serious crashes; and 
working to eliminate dis-
parities in road safety 
outcomes related to race, 
age, ability, and transpor-
tation mode by addressing 
historic and current barriers 
to transportation access and 
safety.

Safety is also one of 

Dixon Lights It Up!

Activities began with recreation swim at the Pat Granucci 
Aquatics Center, 450 E. Mayes St., from 4 to 8 p.m. Pickleball 
players took to the courts in Hall Park from 5 to 8 p.m., while 
families gathered throughout the park in advance of the 
evening's entertainment. Photo by Nicolas Brown

The evening concluded with a fireworks display at 9:15 p.m. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Continued on page 10

Friends of the Fair Award 
$33,500 in Scholarships

Emma Graham of Dixon, a 2026 graduate of Dixon High School, won the inaugural $3500 
Dale Fletcher Memorial Scholarship.  She will be attending Chico State University in the fall, 
pursuing a degree in agribusiness management. The newly named scholarship memorializes 
a Dixon resident who died in January 2026 of a farming accident.  Fletcher was a longtime 
volunteer in the livestock program at the Dixon May Fair and a longtime 4-H leader.  With 
Graham are Carrie Hamel of Dixon, scholarship chair, and Gil Molina of Vacaville, president of 
the Friends. 

Continued on page 5Continued on page 3

Israel ‘Joe’ Guzman 
Named 2026 Solano 

County American 
Dream Recipient 

Buckhorn Grill 
and Bar Grand 
Opening
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By MPG Staff

Four Star Farm 
Horse Camp

Four Star Farm is offering a beginner to 
intermediate horseback riding camp begin-
ning in mid-June. The farm, 7445 Pitt 
School Road, will have activities such as 
horseback riding, art projects and horse-
manship for children aged 6 to 13 years old. 
Listed sessions are from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and include July 9 to 10 and August 3 to 7. 
Sessions cost $695 per participant.

For more information, visit fourstarfarm.
com or call 707-312-1119.

Downtown Dixon 
Farmer’s Market

Downtown Dixon Business Association's 
(DDBA) is hosting the Downtown Dixon 
Weekly Farmer’s Market, held every 
Wednesday from 5 to 7 p.m. through Oct. 
28. Hosted at Pardi Plaza, 132 E. A St, the 
event, sponsored by the City of Dixon, 
features organic fruits and vegetables, fresh-
baked breads, hot food vendors, live music 
and opportunities to meet local farmers.

For more information, visit down-
towndixonca.com/events  or  email 
dixondowntonba@yahoo.com.

Chamber Networking 
Lunch

The Dixon Chamber of Commerce is 
hosting a networking event from noon to 
1:30 p.m. July 16. This free in-person event, 
held at Farmstead at Dixon, 350 Gateway 
Drive, allows local professionals to con-
nect. Offering a diverse range of potential 
connections, attendees are encouraged to 
bring business cards. Lunch is provided.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org or call 707-678-2650.

Popsicles in the Park
Dixon Grown is hosting the Popsicles 

in the Park series throughout July, offer-
ing community members the opportunity 
to meet local elected officials and city 
staff while enjoying complimentary fro-
zen treats. Events are scheduled at parks 
throughout the month, including Northwest 
Park, 1100 Parkgreen Drive, at 6 p.m. July 
9, Pardi Plaza, 132 E. A St., at noon July 11, 
Hall Park Amphitheatre at 6 p.m. July 13, 
Bowen Park, Pitt School rd. and Sunflower 
Way, at 6 p.m. July 23 and Veterans Park, 
1300 Valley Glen Drive, at 6 p.m. July 29.

For more information, visit dixongrown.
com/Popsicles-in-the-Park/ or email news@
cityofdixonca.gov.

Dixon Toy Show
The Coollectible Show, a vintage toy 

and collectibles shop in Roseville, CA, is 
hosting the Dixon Toy Show from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. July 25. Held at the Dixon May 
Fair grounds, 655 S. First St., the event 
will feature approximately 50 vendors 
specializing in vintage toys. Admission 

is free for children, early bird admission, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., is $15 with general 
admission being $5.

For more information, visit dixonmay-
fair.com/event/dixon-toy-show/ or call 
707-678-5529.

Lunch Bunch 
at Pedro’s Cocina

Dixon Chamber of Commerce is host-
ing a lunch bunch networking event from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. July 21. Held at Pedro’s 
Cocina, 1425 Market Lane, the free event 
offers guests a no-host lunch and network-
ing opportunities.

For more information, visit dixoncham-
ber.org, or call 707-678-2650.

Junior Lifeguard Camp
City of Dixon is hosting a children’s life-

guard camp from July 20 to 24. Held at Pat 
Granucci Aquatic Center, 450 E. Mayes St., 
the camp offers lessons on water rescues, 
CPR and basic first aid skills for swimmers 
10 to 14 years old. While helpful, the course 
offers no certification. Swimming require-
ments apply. Sessions will be held from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Thursday and 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays. The last day to reg-
ister is July 13 and participation costs $181 
per attendee.

For more information, visit cityofdix-
onca.gov/departments/Recreation or call 
707-343-8162.

Dixon Teen Center Hiring
Dixon Teen Center is looking to hire a 

Teen Center Coordinator. The requirements 
of the position include excellent people 
skills, especially with teens, coordination 
experience, and availability every Friday 
and Saturday from 4 to 8 p.m. 

For more information or to apply, visit 
Dixon Teen Center on Facebook or call 
either 707-695-2724 or 707-344-3544.

Toastmasters Open House
Dixon Toastmasters are hosting a series 

of meetings open to the public from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. every second and fourth 
Tuesday. Held in-person at Mountain 
Mike’s Pizza, 1700 N. First St., the meet-
ing will have a simultaneous virtual 
option, allowing attendees to participate 
over Zoom.

For more information or to receive the 
Zoom link, visit Dixon 6870 Toastmasters 
Club on Facebook, call 916-801-6234 or 
email toastmaster.lou@gmail.com

Buckhorn Grill and Bar 
Grand Opening

Buckhorn Grill and Bar, in partnership 
with the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, is 
hosting its official grand opening from 2 to 
3 p.m. July 10. Held at 1460 Ary Lane, the 
event will celebrate the business fully open-
ing for business.

For more information, visit Dixon 
Chamber of Commerce on Facebook or call 
707-678-2650.� H

Dixon News Briefs

"Your family bike shop since 1976"

FULL SERVICE BIKE SHOP
Professional

Affordable Repairs

539 N. Adams St., Dixon • 707.678.4330
fiskscyclery.com

FAST SERVICE!
Tuesday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00 PM • Saturday 9:30 - 3:00 PM

Buckhorn Grill and Bar, in partnership with the Dixon Chamber of Commerce, is hosting its 
official grand opening from 2 to 3 p.m. July 10. Held at 1460 Ary Lane, the event will celebrate 
the business fully opening for business. Photo by Nicolas Brown
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Ruth M. Strong, 88, of Montoursville, 

Pennsylvania passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, June 28, 2026. Ruth was 
a resident of Dixon, CA, and a mem-
ber of St. Peter The Apostle Catholic 
Church with her husband Wade from 
1969 through 2005.

Born July 22, 1937, in Williamsport, 
she was the daughter of the late 
William M. and Ruth E. (Bower) Stone.

Ruth graduated from Williamsport 
High School in 1955, where she and 
the love of her life, Wade M. Strong, 
first sat together in history class and 
went on to make history together. 
Following high school, Ruth earned 
her nursing degree from Temple 
School of Nursing in Philadelphia.

On August 19, 1961, she mar-
ried Wade, beginning a remarkable 
partnership that spanned nearly 65 
years. The newlyweds first relocated 
so Wade could complete his edu-
cation before settling in California, 
where they built their life together 
and remained for more than 40 years. 
Ruth dedicated her career to nurs-
ing, retiring in 1999 after many years 
of compassionate service. In 2005, 
she and Wade returned home to 
Montoursville, where they happily 
spent the next 20 years surrounded by 
family, friends, and familiar roots. She 
loved hosting gatherings of all kinds, 
especially Christmas parties and fam-
ily celebrations, where her home was 
always filled with warmth, laughter, 
and togetherness.

Ruth and Wade were blessed with 
a beloved son, Steven W. Strong, 
daughter-in-law, Laurie, and later 
found immense joy in their grand-
sons, Wade and Connor Strong. They 
enjoyed playing cards. Ruth and Wade 
loved welcoming family members to 
California, often serving as enthusiastic 
tour guides and sharing the beauty of 
their Northern California home. In retire-
ment, they continued their adventures 

together with friends, Bud, Fran, 
Erdean and Fred, traveling through-
out the country and enjoying cruises 
that created many cherished memo-
ries. After returning to Pennsylvania, 
Ruth devoted her time to serving oth-
ers through volunteer work with Sister 
Henry’s Soup Kitchen and was a faith-
ful member of St. Boniface Catholic

Church. Ruth also enjoyed trying her 
luck at the slot machines. Whether she 
won a jackpot or simply filled a bucket 
with nickels, she celebrated every 
victory as though it were a million-dol-
lar prize. In addition to her husband, 
Wade, and their son, Steven (Laurie) 
and grandsons, Wade and Connor, 
she is survived by her sister, Judy 
Smith Lupole, of Williamsport, and her 
brother, Bill Stone (Marlin), of Florida. 
She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, a sister, Patricia Grove, and a 
brother-in-law, Larry Lupole.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to St. Jude’s Children 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105.

Online condolences may be made 
on Ruth’s memorial page at www.
SandersMortuary.com

M E M O R I A L

By Paul V. Scholl, Publisher 
Messenger Publishing Group

July 1st marked the celebration of 
Messenger Publishing Group reaching 
it’s 20-year anniversary of publishing 
local news, beginning with the American 
River Messenger in 2006. It all started in 
my garage and one converted bedroom 
into an office in my home in Roseville.

MPG is currently 18 publications 
strong, 15 of those would not exist if 
we hadn’t rescued them from closure. 
The Sacramento region would be a local 
print news desert if these local news-
papers hadn’t been purchased as the 
years went on. Through all the tough 
times, good decisions and bad decisions, 
oppressive government regulations and 
overreach, MPG forged on. We did not 
surrender.

Over the years, many other publi-
cations ceased to exist or have been 
greatly diminished. At the same time, 
we re-organized and kept printing. MPG 
now consists of Carmichael Times, 
Citrus Heights Messenger, Rancho 
Cordova Grapevine Independent, Elk 
Grove Citizen, The Rio Linda News, 
The Galt Herald, Land Park News, East 
Sacramento News, Pocket News, River 
Valley Times, Gold River Messenger, 
American River Messenger, The Gridley 
Herald, Territorial Dispatch (Marysville/
Yuba City), Colusa County Pioneer 
Review, Dixon Independent Voice, West 

Sacramento News Ledger, Arden Arcade 
News. Along with our special publica-
tions, we publish 722 issues each year. 
And we don’t work on Sundays.

In January of 2026, I purchased 
Western Web, Inc., a commercial print-
ing company in Northern California to 
produce and print our publications. Our 
new printing team has been awesome, 
and the products now look fantastic. We 
also print dozens more local newspapers 
and publications that serve their commu-
nities throughout Northern California all 
the way up to the Oregon border.

We are growing. Leadership matters. 
Commitment matters. Foundational 
principles matter. We are founded on 
“God, Country, Family”, the same foun-
dation that our great nation is founded 
upon. We are leaders in local print news 
because we are dedicated to a higher 
power. We lift people up. We lift com-
munities up. 

My teams at Messenger Publishing 
Group and Western Web and I want to 
thank all those who support us through 
their advertising, subscriptions, reader-
ship, printing work and contributions. I 
want to thank my entire team for all their 
hard work, especially when deadlines 
loom. It takes great teamwork at both 
companies to produce great products.

We will continue to grow. We will 
continue to serve.

God Bless America,
Paul V. Scholl

In Celebration and Gratitude

Paul V. Scholl, Publisher of Messenger Publishing Group and President of Western Web, Inc.
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memorializes two Vacaville res-
idents, Donnie Huffman, the 
founding president of the Friends 
of the Fair, and his wife Claudia 
“Tootie” Huffman, founding trea-
surer. Donnie died June 17, 2023, 
at age 83, and Tootie on March 29 
of this year at age 84.

The 2026 recipients include 
three from Vacaville; three from 
Dixon; two from Rio Vista, and 
one from Fairfield. The scholar-
ship program has two categories: 
the four-year university level, 
and two-year community college 
level.

In addition to Menicou, other 
recipients in the four-year univer-
sity category are:

Elena Mendonso of Vacaville, 
a 2024 graduate of Vacaville 
Christian High School, won 
the $5000 JoAn Giannoni 
Scholarship. She just completed 
her second year at Chico State 
University and plans to become 
a veterinarian. The Giannoni 
Scholarship honors a Dixon res-
ident who is a founding member 
and former longtime treasurer of 
the Friends.

Sam Esperson of Rio Vista 
won the $4000 Ester Armstrong 
Memorial Scholarship. He just 
completed his fourth year at 
California Polytechnic University, 
San Luis Obispo, where he is 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science 
degree in agricultural systems 
management. Esperson is a 2022 
graduate of Rio Vista High School 
and a two-time recipient of the 
Donnie Huffman Presidential 
Scholarship. The scholarship 
memorializes a former interim 
chief executive officer of the 
Dixon May Fair (2006-2009). 
Armstrong, a resident of Rocklin, 
died in 2009 of cancer.

Cody Barr of Dixon won 
the $3500 Joe Gates Memorial 
Scholarship. A 2025 gradu-
ate of Dixon High School, he is 
attending Utah State, pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree in agricul-
ture business management. He is 
a previous recipient of a Friends’ 
scholarship. Gates, a longtime 
Dixon May Fair and Solano 
County Fair auctioneer and a resi-
dent of Rio Vista, died in February 
2023 of COVID.

Emma Graham of Dixon, a 

2026 graduate of Dixon High 
School, won the inaugural 
$3500 Dale Fletcher Memorial 
Scholarship.  She will be attend-
ing Chico State University in the 
fall, pursuing a degree in agri-
business management. The newly 
named scholarship memorial-
izes a Dixon resident who died in 
January 2026 of a farming acci-
dent.  Fletcher was a longtime 
volunteer in the livestock program 
at the Dixon May Fair and a long-
time 4-H leader.

Payton King of Fairfield won 
a $3500 Donnie and Tootie 
Huffman Scholarship. She is cur-
rently attending the University 
of Minnesota, Crookston, pursu-
ing a degree in animal science.  A 
2025 graduate of Rodriguez High 
School. She is a previous scholar-
ship recipient.

Bridget de Flores of Rio Vista, 
a 2023 graduate of Rio Vista High 
School, won a $3500 Donnie 
Tootie Huffman Scholarship. 
She is attending Texas A&M 
University, pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural education.  
She is a previous recipient.

In the community college cat-
egory, Reagan Castelli of Dixon 
won the top award, the $1500 Jack 
Hopkins Memorial Scholarship. 
She attends Butte College, major-
ing in agriculture science, with 
plans to become an ag teacher. She 
is a 2025 graduate of Dixon High 
School.  Hopkins (1922-2009), 
a fruit rancher and lifelong resi-
dent of Fairfield and Suisun, was 
a strong supporter of the Junior 

Livestock Auctions at the Dixon 
May Fair and Solano County Fair.

Vincent Perry of Vacaville 
won a $1000 Donnie and Tootie 
Huffman scholarship. He attends 
Butte College, majoring in ag 
business. He is a 2025 graduate 
of Vacaville High School. He is a 
previous recipient.

Tribute to the Founders
Sarah Vasquez Lincoln and 

Kristy Vasquez of Vacaville, 
granddaughters of the late Donnie 
and Tootie Huffman and daughters 
of Solano County Supervisor John 
Vasquez, provided a legacy tribute 
to the founders. They were joined 
on stage by daughters, Kensley 
Lincoln, 7, and Amelia Vasquez-
Fuller, 7.

“With grateful hearts, we 
pause to honor the lives and leg-
acy of our grandparents, whose 
vision, dedication, and generos-
ity helped establish Friends of the 
Dixon May Fair,” Lincoln read. 
“Although our grandfather passed 
away in 2023 and our grand-
mother joined him this past March 
of 2026, their impact continues 
to be felt throughout our commu-
nity and fairgrounds, which some 
would call their second home.” 

“What began as a dream to sup-
port local youth, agriculture, and 
the fair grew into something far 
greater than anyone could have 
imagined. Through Friends of 
the Dixon May Fair, they cre-
ated opportunities for countless 
young people to learn, grow, com-
pete, and develop lifelong skills. 
Their passion for agriculture and 

their belief in investing in future 
generations helped strengthen the 
local agricultural clubs, support 
fair projects, and improve the fair-
grounds for everyone.”

They emphasized that “their 
success was never accom-
plished alone. We extend our 
deepest appreciation to every 
volunteer, fair employee, board 
member, donor, sponsor, sup-
porter, exhibitor, parent, mentor, 
family member and community 
who contributed their time, sup-
port, and resources throughout 
the many years and multiple fairs. 
Your commitment and hard work 
helped transform their vision into 
a lasting organization that has 
touched so many lives. Together, 
we built a tradition of honor, ser-
vice, opportunity, and community 
pride that continues to honor their 
legacy and thrive each and every 
fair.”

“Let’s be honest: a true measure 
of a legacy is not only what was 
created, but what continues after 
those who started it are gone. As 
the next generation, we are hon-
ored to carry forward the values 
our grandparents instilled—hard 
work, dedication, generosity, and 
a deep commitment to agricul-
ture and youth development. We 
recognize the responsibility that 
comes with preserving what they 
built, and we are committed to 
ensuring that Friends of the Dixon 
May Fair continues to serve and 
support future generations for 
many years to come.”

In closing, Lincoln commented 

that “as we look toward the future, 
we do so with gratitude for the 
foundation they laid and for the 
many people who have helped 
along the way. Their spirit lives 
on in every young person encour-
aged, every agricultural project 
supported, every improvement 
made to the fairgrounds, and every 
community member who believes 
in the mission they began.”

“Thank you to everyone who 
has been part of this journey,” 
Lincoln said. “We invite you to 
join us as we continue their leg-
acy, honor their memory, and 
work together to ensure that 
Friends of the Dixon May Fair 
remains a source of opportunity, 
growth, and community pride year 
after year. Their work may have 
started with them, but their legacy 
belongs to all of us. Thank you 
from heaven above and the hearts 
of the Vasquez, Fuller and Lincoln 
families.”

President Gil Molina
The Friends, an all-volunteer, 

service-oriented organization, is 
headed by President Gilbert "Gil" 
Molina of Vacaville. The orga-
nization raises funds through the 
sale of beverages at the four-day 
fair, and donates the proceeds for 
building and grounds improve-
ments, college scholarships and 
exhibitor awards.

 Applicants are scored on 
personal, civic and academic 
experience; academic standing; 
personal commitment and estab-
lished goals; leadership potential; 
and civic accomplishments. Most 
applicants have experience in 4-H, 
FFA or Grange — criteria desired 
but it is not mandated, Hamel said. 

Continuing scholarship winners 
may apply up to four times, Hamel 
said. Scholarship checks can be 
used only for tuition, fees, books, 
materials and supplies, housing, 
and meals purchased on campus. 

The deadline to apply for the 
annual scholarship is March 1. The 
application form can be down-
loaded from the Friends of the Fair 
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/FriendsoftheDixonMayFair.

 The scholarship committee, 
chaired by Hamel, also includes 
Linda Molina, Kathy Keatley 
Garvey, and Kristy Vasquez all 
of Vacaville, and Sue Miracle and 
Michelle Robinson of Dixon.� 
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Friends of the Fair Award 
$33,500 in Scholarships

The Friends of the Dixon May Fair awarded nine college agricultural scholarships totaling $33,500 in its annual Donnie and Tootie Huffman Scholarship Program. From left are Carrie Hamel of 
Dixon, scholarship chair; scholarship recipients Payton King of Fairfield, Reagan Castelli of Dixon, Emma Graham of Dixon, Massimo Menicou of Vacaville, Bridget de Flores of Rio Vista, Cody Barr 
of Dixon, Elena Mendonso of Vacaville, and Friends of the Fair president Gil Molina of Vacaville. Not pictured are scholarship recipients Sam Esperson of Rio Vista and Vincent Perry of Vacaville. 

Cody Barr (center) of Dixon, a student at Utah State 
University, received the $3500 Joe Gates Memorial 
Scholarship from the Friends of the Dixon May Fair. 
With him are Carrie Hamel of Dixon, scholarship chair, 
and Gil Molina of Vacaville, president of the Friends. 

Reagan Castelli of Dixon won the top award in the 
two-year community college category of the Friends of 
the Fair scholarship program, the $1500 Jack Hopkins 
Memorial Scholarship. With her are Carrie Hamel of 
Dixon, scholarship chair, and Gil Molina of Vacaville, 
president of the Friends.

Continued from page 1
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UC Davis Athletics 
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - As 
UC Davis women's bas-
ketball prepares for its 
transition to the Mountain 
West Conference, head 
coach Jennifer Gross has 
strengthened her staff 
with the hiring of former 
Division I student-athlete 
Erica Adams as an assistant 
coach.

“We're thrilled to wel-
come Erica to our Aggie 
family!” said head coach 
Jennifer Gross. “From the 
moment we began getting to 
know her, it was clear that 
she would be a perfect fit for 
our staff and culture. Erica's 
positivity, enthusiasm and 
authentic approach to build-
ing relationships make her a 
tremendous addition to our 
program. She has a natu-
ral gift for connecting with 
people, and we're excited 
for the impact she'll have on 
our student-athletes, alumni 
and the entire UC Davis 
community.”

A Bay Area native from 
Oakland, Adams is already 
familiar with the Aggies 
after competing against 
UC Davis during her colle-
giate career at CSUN from 
2023-25. As a senior, she 
appeared in two contests 
against the Aggies while 
also earning numerous 
academic honors, includ-
ing recognition on the 
2024 Dean's List, selection 
to the 2024-25 Big West 
Academic All-Conference 
Team, placement on the 
Big West Commissioner's 
Honor Roll with Highest 
Honors, and serving as 
CSUN's Student-Athlete 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e 

(SAAC) Co-President. 
Adams graduated in 2025 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology.

Prior to joining the 
Matadors, Adams spent 
three seasons at Pacific. 
As a freshman in 2020-21, 
she earned All-West Coast 
Conference  Freshman 
Team honors after leading 
the Tigers with a 50 per-
cent three-point field goal 
percentage.

Following graduation, 
Adams began her coaching 
career as a graduate assis-
tant at Concordia University 
Irvine while pursuing a 
master’s degree in organi-
zational leadership. In her 
lone season with the Golden 
Eagles, she helped guide the 
program to a 14-14 record 
and a berth in the PacWest 
Conference Championships.

Before her collegiate 
career, Adams was a stand-
out student-athlete at 
California High School in 
San Ramon. She earned 
All-League honors in each 
of her four seasons and was 
named East Bay Athletic 

League MVP in 2020 after 
helping lead the program 
to its first league cham-
pionship. Off the court, 
Adams gained early coach-
ing experience working 
with her high school's girls 
basketball summer league, 
where she developed a pas-
sion for mentorship and 
leadership.

“I am incredibly grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
join head coach Jennifer 
Gross and the UC Davis 
women's basketball pro-
gram,” Adams said. “My 
experiences as a Division 
I student-athlete and colle-
giate coach have cultivated 
a deep passion for men-
toring and empowering 
young women through the 
game of basketball. Coach 
Gross has built a champi-
onship culture rooted in 
joy, excellence and mean-
ingful relationships, and I 
am honored to be part of it. 
I am excited to get to work, 
invest in our student-ath-
letes and help continue 
the tradition of success at 
UC Davis.” 

Sacramento County Mixed Team 
Championship Crowns 2026 Winners

Sacramento Golf Council 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
2026 Sacramento County Mixed Team 
Championship was held Sunday, June 21 
at Mather Golf Course under sunny skies 
and ideal playing conditions. The tour-
nament featured coed two-player teams 
competing in the Chapman format.
Morgan and Eric Pittman claimed Low 
Net honors over the field with a score 
of 65.5.
Taylor and Quinn Baker took home Low 
Gross honors over the field with a round 
of 69.

In the A Flight, Kate and Daven Phelan 
earned first place with a net score 
of 67.5.
In the Flight, Tracy Callahan and Scott 
Pierson captured first with a net score 
of 67.
The event was contested in the Chapman 
format, where each player tees off, part-
ners then hit each other’s drives, and 
one ball is selected to complete the hole 
using alternate shots.
The championship was conducted by 
the Sacramento Golf Council, with 
Patty Mitchell serving as Tournament 
Chairman. Stretch Zone sponsored the 
tournament. 

Morgan and Eric Pittman claimed low net 
honors. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Taylor and Quinn Baker took home low gross 
honors. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Nicole Tanoue Wins the 91st Sacramento 
City Amateur Women’s Golf Championship

Sacramento Golf Council 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
91st Sacramento City Amateur Women’s 
Golf Championship was held June 27-28 

at Bing Maloney Golf Course, drawing 
top amateur women golfers from across 
the region.
In the Championship Division, Nicole 
Tanoue secured the title with an out-
standing gross score of 66/73/139. In the 

first round she had a hole-in-hole on hole 
No. 3.
The Handicap Championship winner, 
Ramona Marshall, scored a net 146.
Lynne Cowan captured the Senior 
Championship (ages 50-plus) title with a 

gross score of 144.
The tournament was conducted by the 
Sacramento Golf Council, with Sean Wong 
serving as Tournament Chairman. The 
Beth Hightower perpetual trophy was first 
awarded in 1935 to Barbara Ransom. 

The Handicap Championship winner, Ramona Marshall, 
scored a net 146. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Nicole Tanoue secured the title with an outstanding gross 
score of 66/73/139.  Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Lynne Cowan captured the Senior Championship (ages 50-plus) 
title with a gross score of 144. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Pierre Reedy 
Announces Retirement

Sacramento Republic FC announced on June 29 that midfielder Pierre Reedy has elected to 
retire from professional soccer. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
Republic FC announced on June 29 that 
midfielder Pierre Reedy has elected to 
retire from professional soccer. In con-
junction with his retirement, Reedy has 
been released from the remainder of his 
contract with Republic FC by mutual con-
sent of the club and player.

Reedy notes in his farewell, “The boots 
may be hung up, but the friendships, les-
sons, and memories will stay with me 
forever. Thank you to everyone who’s 
been a part of my journey. Here’s to the 
next chapter.”

“We want to congratulate Pierre on 
a distinguished professional career and 
thank him for his contributions to our club 
this season. He has approached every day 
with professionalism and standout charac-
ter, and we are grateful that he will forever 
be a part of the Indomitable Family,” 
said Republic FC President and General 
Manager Tim Holt. “Pierre has an enor-
mously bright post-playing career ahead 
of him and we’ll be cheering him on as he 
begins this next chapter of his life.” 

Reedy joined Republic FC in December 
2025 after two seasons with USL League 
One club Spokane Velocity, where he 

helped the expansion team reach back-
to-back appearances in the league Final. 
Across all competitions, he recorded 35 
appearances, four goals and five assists 
for Spokane. He also previously featured 
in USL Championship for Charleston 
Battery in 2023 and helped the Eastern 
Conference team close out the year in 
strong form to claim its first-ever Eastern 
Conference Championship.

Reedy’s career also includes stints with 
Real Salt Lake (MLS), Real Monarchs 
(MLS NEXT Pro) and Dundee FC 
(Scottish Championship). Across all 
competitions, he has recorded 75 appear-
ances, four goals and six assists in his 
professional career. After missing much 
of the season due to a preseason injury, 
he made his Republic FC debut on June 
6 and helped the club claim two points in  
USL Cup.

After coming up through the New York 
Red Bulls Academy, Reedy became a 
three-year captain at Penn State, where 
he earned five All-American selections. In 
2021, he was awarded the Big Ten Medal 
of Honor, one of the most prestigious stu-
dent-athlete awards in the country. While 
in college, he also featured for USL 
League Two side Reading United FC 
and helped them reach the 2018 National 
Championship Final. 

Women’s Basketball 
Welcomes Erica Adams

Former Division I student-athlete Erica Adams has been hired 
to join the UC Davis women’s basketball team as assistant 
coach. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Athletics
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A Film and TV Review  
by Tim Riley

“PEACOCK” SUMMER AND FALL 
PROGRAMMING

Though part of the NBC-Universal 
universe, Peacock has its own original 
programming and gets a head start before 
the fall season with new summer pro-
grams.  “The Wolves of Real Estate: The 
Alexander Brothers” is a three-part docu-
mentary investigation.

The series looks at how three success-
ful brothers ascended into the elite world 
of luxury real estate and private security in 
Miami and New York, all while harboring 
an extremely dark secret.

The series tracks the rise and fall of 
real estate moguls Oren, Tal, and Alon 
Alexander, who exploited their wealth and 
influence to prey on women and perpetrate 
a sex trafficking and assault scheme.

Their crimes only came to light when 
dozens of women came forward, leading 
to one of the biggest trials of the decade 
that culminated in federal convictions of 
the party boys who drugged and raped 
women.

The psychological thriller “Strung” is a 
movie featuring Chloe Bailey’s Laila as a 
violinist taking a high-paying tutoring job 
for the gifted daughter of an enigmatic 
family, only to find herself embroiled in a 
web of family secrets, danger, and psycho-
logical torment.

As Laila becomes entangled in the opu-
lent world of the Los Angeles family, 
unsettling secrets begin to surface, forcing 
her to question her safety, her dreams, and 
even her sanity. 

In “The Five Star Weekend,” Jennifer 
Garner’s Hollis Shaw is a famed cook and 
best-selling author known for her deli-
cious recipes who suffers the unexpected 
passing of her husband.

Unable to move forward, the death 
starts to expose the cracks in Hollis’s 
picture-perfect life – her complicated 
relationship with her daughter and her 
growing pursuit of validation from her 
fans.

Trying to overcome grief and find her-
self again, Hollis gets the idea of hosting a 
weekend away at her house on Nantucket 
with friends from different stages in her 
life.

Set against a coastal backdrop, the 
friends will mature in ways they could 
never imagine as boundaries are pushed 
and secrets are exposed.  The cast includes 
Regina Hall, Chloe Sevigney, and Timothy 
Olyphant.

Looking ahead to the fall season with a 
premiere date in October, “Crystal Lake” 
is a slasher series developed by Brad 
Caleb Kane that is based on the “Friday 
the 13th film franchise.

It is a prequel to the 1980 film and stars 
Linda Cardellini in the leading role of 
Pamela Voorhees, with Callum Vinson as 
a young Jason Voorhees. 

The series takes the viewers back to the 
titular Crystal Lake, where a young boy 
named Jason Voorhees tragically drowned 
at summer camp.  Cardellini’s Pamela, the 
mother to Jason, was portrayed by Betsy 
Palmer in the original 1980 film.

“Friday the 13th” proved to be wildly 
successful with 12 films, the last one com-
ing in 2009.  Jason, of course, was the 
franchise’s eventual killer, and his hockey 
mask became one of the most recogniz-
able images in horror films and popular 
culture.

As a prelude to the original film, 
“Crystal Lake” has a fresh story to tell, 
and apparently from the point of the 
view of the creator, it will be psycholog-
ical thriller with the DNA of a slasher 
with probably a lot of ingenious bloody 
sequences and deaths.

Arriving in November, “The Good 
Daughter” is a suspenseful thriller 
wrapped in a deeply emotional story 
about love, family, and resilience.  Sisters 
Charlotte (Meghann Fahy) and Samatha 
(Rose Byrne) have spent the last 28 years 
trying to piece together lives fractured by 
a single night of violence.

When another attack splinters the small 
town of Pikeville, Georgia, Charlotte, now 
a lawyer like her father, is the first witness 
on the scene and she’s forced to confront 
her own demons as the case twists through 
one shocking revelation after another.

Samantha moved to New York to 
become a corporate lawyer, and then as 
the new case unfolds, she returns to her 
hometown as both sisters are pulled back 
into a web of suppressed memories and 
secrets.

Also scheduled for November is the 
series “Dig,” a comedy created by Michael 
Schur and Amy Poehler and based on the 
2023 novel “Excavations” by Kate Myers, 
who will be an executive producer.

A team of dedicated archaeologists (and 
less-dedicated college students) spend 
their summer working on an excavation 
site in Greece.  Their discovery of a rare 
artifact sends them on the adventure of a 
lifetime.

When the crew, which includes Poehler 
and Hugh Laurie as a British profes-
sor who loves archeology, uncovers a 
long-buried secret with the potential to 
rewrite history, they find themselves at 
the center of a high-stakes international 
conspiracy.

At an undetermined time, “Ted: The 
Animated Series” will be a sequel to 
the beloved “Ted” films, where Seth 
MacFarlane reprises his role of the foul-
mouthed voice of Ted, the childhood 
stuffed bear toy of Mark Wahlberg’s John.

Twelve years after the last movie, John 
and his thunder-buddy Ted are neigh-
bors, both with families of their own and 
dead-end jobs.  These two lovable ston-
ers enable each other’s bad ideas about 
marriage, parenting, and the challenges of 
adult life.� 

“PEACOCK” DELIVERS NEW SHOWS IN 
SUMMER FOLLOWED BY FALL SEASON
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Dear Tara,
When you think of the 

Jurassic period, you might 
think of dinosaurs. But all 
kinds of insects roamed 
the Earth back then. 
That includes the ancient 
relatives of praying 
mantises.

Some mantises died 
and fossilized into rock 
or amber. That preserved 
them for hundreds of 
millions of years. Now 
those fossils help us learn 
about ancient and modern 
insects.

That’s what my friend 
Elizabeth Murray told me. 
She’s an insect scientist 
at Washington State 
University.

She said that scientists 
also study insect DNA. 
That gives us clues about 
how insects changed over 
time. It helps us map what 
ancestors diff erent insects 
have in common.

It turns out mantises 
share a common ancestor 
with cockroaches.

“We have evidence 
that’s come together and 
shown that cockroaches 
and mantises are most 
closely related,” Murray 
said. “They had a common 
ancestor. It maybe even 
looked like a mix of both 
insects.”

Mantises and roaches 
have one big trait in 
common. They build 
tough egg cases—called 
oothecas.

To form that egg case, 
they fi rst make a frothy 
goo. They lay eggs with a 

short egg-laying organ, or 
ovipositor. They secrete 
the goo at the same time. 
Then, the goo hardens. It 
protects the tiny eggs from 
danger—like parasites, 
predators or weather. 
Some roaches carry their 
egg cases around to keep 
them extra safe.

Over millions of years, 
new traits like egg cases 
helped diff erent insects 
survive. They passed 
those traits on to their 
babies. A shared trait from 
a common ancestor is 
called a synapomorphy.

Mapping shared traits 
helps scientists build 
insect family trees. That’s 
how they fi gured out that 
mantises and roaches 
form a group called 
Dictyoptera.

Their common ancestor 
was a roach-like insect. 
Scientists think it had 
a long ovipositor and 
laid individual eggs. It 
probably didn’t make hard 

egg cases.
That adaptation would 

come later. Over millions 
of years, roaches and 
mantises became more 
and more diff erent from 
their shared ancestor and 
each other.

That’s what happened 
with termites, too. 
They also belong in 
Dictyoptera. They’re 
a kind of specialized, 
social cockroach. They’ve 
changed so much that they 
mostly don’t make egg 
cases anymore. Just one 
living termite species still 
does that.

Figuring out 
evolutionary relationships 
based on traits is called 
cladistics. Keep asking 
questions, and someday 
you ter-might become an 
expert in insect family 
trees.

Sincerely,

Dr. Universe

What did Praying Mantises 
Evolve From?

 -  Tara, 12, Texas

Today’s praying mantises mostly sit upright. They ambush their prey 
and grab them with raptor-like forelegs. But some mantises (metal-
lyticus genus, right) still have � attened bodies and roach-like hunting 
behaviors. ©Larry Clark CC BY-NC, ©dazaoaaaa CC BY-NC

This family tree, or cladogram, shows that mantises and roaches are 
related. They’re sister groups.

BY JOSH F.W. COOK

 C A L I F O R N I A  

POLICY
AND

ETHICS

By Josh Cook

If California is serious about reaching 
its clean energy goals, nuclear power 
must be part of the solution. While solar 
and wind are crucial, they alone cannot 
keep up with the rapidly growing energy 
needs driven by electrification, artificial 
intelligence, and data centers. Nuclear 
energy can fill this gap. 

Today’s small modular reactors are 
far safer and cleaner than older nuclear 
plants. They feature passive safety sys-
tems, require less land, and are built in 
factories, making them faster and cheap-
er to deploy. 

Utah has already shown that this is 
possible. In February, the U.S. military 
delivered a five-megawatt Valar Atomics 
reactor to Hill Air Force Base in Emery 
County. The reactor achieved criticality 
in June and is expected to generate pow-
er by July 4. Meanwhile, Holtec Inter-
national and Hi Tech Solutions plan to 
build up to ten small modular reactors at 
a new nuclear campus in Brigham City. 
These are not just experiments—Utah is 
providing a real-world example of how a 
state can go from announcement to op-

erational reactor in months rather than 
decades. 

The benefits extend far beyond elec-
tricity. Clean, reliable energy makes 
large-scale desalination affordable, turn-
ing nuclear power into a solution for wa-
ter security as well as clean energy. As 
drought and water quality issues grow 
across the West, pairing reactors with de-
salination and water treatment could be a 
game changer. But here we sit, Califor-
nia still bans construction of new nuclear 
plants, a policy dating to the 1970s that 
no longer matches the technology or the 
moment; the rest of the world kept mov-
ing forward. 

While we debate (and pay double for 
electricity), Utah and Nevada are building. 
The jobs, the manufacturing base, the wa-
ter solutions, and the energy security that 
come with small modular reactors will 
land wherever the plants are built. Think 
about it - cleaning up environmental haz-
ards and historic screw-ups always re-
quires energy. If California doesn’t lift its 
ban and start permitting now, we won’t be 
leading the clean energy transition. We’ll 
be watching our neighbors lead it for us 
(and we pay double for electricity). 

Go to Policy-Ethics.com

New Tech Reactors, Big Stakes: 
Why California Can’t Afford to Sit Out Nuclear

UC Davis Athletics 
News Release

DAVIS, CA (MPG) - As 
UC Davis women's bas-
ketball prepares for its 
transition to the Mountain 
West Conference, head 
coach Jennifer Gross has 
strengthened her staff 
with the hiring of former 
Division I student-athlete 
Erica Adams as an assistant 
coach.

“We're thrilled to wel-
come Erica to our Aggie 
family!” said head coach 
Jennifer Gross. “From the 
moment we began getting to 
know her, it was clear that 
she would be a perfect fit for 
our staff and culture. Erica's 
positivity, enthusiasm and 
authentic approach to build-
ing relationships make her a 
tremendous addition to our 
program. She has a natu-
ral gift for connecting with 
people, and we're excited 
for the impact she'll have on 
our student-athletes, alumni 
and the entire UC Davis 
community.”

A Bay Area native from 
Oakland, Adams is already 
familiar with the Aggies 
after competing against 
UC Davis during her colle-
giate career at CSUN from 
2023-25. As a senior, she 
appeared in two contests 
against the Aggies while 
also earning numerous 
academic honors, includ-
ing recognition on the 
2024 Dean's List, selection 
to the 2024-25 Big West 
Academic All-Conference 
Team, placement on the 
Big West Commissioner's 
Honor Roll with Highest 
Honors, and serving as 
CSUN's Student-Athlete 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e 

(SAAC) Co-President. 
Adams graduated in 2025 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology.

Prior to joining the 
Matadors, Adams spent 
three seasons at Pacific. 
As a freshman in 2020-21, 
she earned All-West Coast 
Conference  Freshman 
Team honors after leading 
the Tigers with a 50 per-
cent three-point field goal 
percentage.

Following graduation, 
Adams began her coaching 
career as a graduate assis-
tant at Concordia University 
Irvine while pursuing a 
master’s degree in organi-
zational leadership. In her 
lone season with the Golden 
Eagles, she helped guide the 
program to a 14-14 record 
and a berth in the PacWest 
Conference Championships.

Before her collegiate 
career, Adams was a stand-
out student-athlete at 
California High School in 
San Ramon. She earned 
All-League honors in each 
of her four seasons and was 
named East Bay Athletic 

League MVP in 2020 after 
helping lead the program 
to its first league cham-
pionship. Off the court, 
Adams gained early coach-
ing experience working 
with her high school's girls 
basketball summer league, 
where she developed a pas-
sion for mentorship and 
leadership.

“I am incredibly grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
join head coach Jennifer 
Gross and the UC Davis 
women's basketball pro-
gram,” Adams said. “My 
experiences as a Division 
I student-athlete and colle-
giate coach have cultivated 
a deep passion for men-
toring and empowering 
young women through the 
game of basketball. Coach 
Gross has built a champi-
onship culture rooted in 
joy, excellence and mean-
ingful relationships, and I 
am honored to be part of it. 
I am excited to get to work, 
invest in our student-ath-
letes and help continue 
the tradition of success at 
UC Davis.” 

Sacramento County Mixed Team 
Championship Crowns 2026 Winners

Sacramento Golf Council 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
2026 Sacramento County Mixed Team 
Championship was held Sunday, June 21 
at Mather Golf Course under sunny skies 
and ideal playing conditions. The tour-
nament featured coed two-player teams 
competing in the Chapman format.
Morgan and Eric Pittman claimed Low 
Net honors over the field with a score 
of 65.5.
Taylor and Quinn Baker took home Low 
Gross honors over the field with a round 
of 69.

In the A Flight, Kate and Daven Phelan 
earned first place with a net score 
of 67.5.
In the Flight, Tracy Callahan and Scott 
Pierson captured first with a net score 
of 67.
The event was contested in the Chapman 
format, where each player tees off, part-
ners then hit each other’s drives, and 
one ball is selected to complete the hole 
using alternate shots.
The championship was conducted by 
the Sacramento Golf Council, with 
Patty Mitchell serving as Tournament 
Chairman. Stretch Zone sponsored the 
tournament. 

Morgan and Eric Pittman claimed low net 
honors. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Taylor and Quinn Baker took home low gross 
honors. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Nicole Tanoue Wins the 91st Sacramento 
City Amateur Women’s Golf Championship

Sacramento Golf Council 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - The 
91st Sacramento City Amateur Women’s 
Golf Championship was held June 27-28 

at Bing Maloney Golf Course, drawing 
top amateur women golfers from across 
the region.
In the Championship Division, Nicole 
Tanoue secured the title with an out-
standing gross score of 66/73/139. In the 

first round she had a hole-in-hole on hole 
No. 3.
The Handicap Championship winner, 
Ramona Marshall, scored a net 146.
Lynne Cowan captured the Senior 
Championship (ages 50-plus) title with a 

gross score of 144.
The tournament was conducted by the 
Sacramento Golf Council, with Sean Wong 
serving as Tournament Chairman. The 
Beth Hightower perpetual trophy was first 
awarded in 1935 to Barbara Ransom. 

The Handicap Championship winner, Ramona Marshall, 
scored a net 146. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Nicole Tanoue secured the title with an outstanding gross 
score of 66/73/139.  Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Lynne Cowan captured the Senior Championship (ages 50-plus) 
title with a gross score of 144. Photo courtesy of the Sacramento Golf Council

Pierre Reedy 
Announces Retirement

Sacramento Republic FC announced on June 29 that midfielder Pierre Reedy has elected to 
retire from professional soccer. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Sacramento 
Republic FC announced on June 29 that 
midfielder Pierre Reedy has elected to 
retire from professional soccer. In con-
junction with his retirement, Reedy has 
been released from the remainder of his 
contract with Republic FC by mutual con-
sent of the club and player.

Reedy notes in his farewell, “The boots 
may be hung up, but the friendships, les-
sons, and memories will stay with me 
forever. Thank you to everyone who’s 
been a part of my journey. Here’s to the 
next chapter.”

“We want to congratulate Pierre on 
a distinguished professional career and 
thank him for his contributions to our club 
this season. He has approached every day 
with professionalism and standout charac-
ter, and we are grateful that he will forever 
be a part of the Indomitable Family,” 
said Republic FC President and General 
Manager Tim Holt. “Pierre has an enor-
mously bright post-playing career ahead 
of him and we’ll be cheering him on as he 
begins this next chapter of his life.” 

Reedy joined Republic FC in December 
2025 after two seasons with USL League 
One club Spokane Velocity, where he 

helped the expansion team reach back-
to-back appearances in the league Final. 
Across all competitions, he recorded 35 
appearances, four goals and five assists 
for Spokane. He also previously featured 
in USL Championship for Charleston 
Battery in 2023 and helped the Eastern 
Conference team close out the year in 
strong form to claim its first-ever Eastern 
Conference Championship.

Reedy’s career also includes stints with 
Real Salt Lake (MLS), Real Monarchs 
(MLS NEXT Pro) and Dundee FC 
(Scottish Championship). Across all 
competitions, he has recorded 75 appear-
ances, four goals and six assists in his 
professional career. After missing much 
of the season due to a preseason injury, 
he made his Republic FC debut on June 
6 and helped the club claim two points in  
USL Cup.

After coming up through the New York 
Red Bulls Academy, Reedy became a 
three-year captain at Penn State, where 
he earned five All-American selections. In 
2021, he was awarded the Big Ten Medal 
of Honor, one of the most prestigious stu-
dent-athlete awards in the country. While 
in college, he also featured for USL 
League Two side Reading United FC 
and helped them reach the 2018 National 
Championship Final. 

Women’s Basketball 
Welcomes Erica Adams

Former Division I student-athlete Erica Adams has been hired 
to join the UC Davis women’s basketball team as assistant 
coach. Photo courtesy of UC Davis Athletics

Caltrans Receives $1.4 Million 
Grant to Improve Highway Safety

Continued from page 1
the key pillars of the Caltrans 2024–2028 
Strategic Plan. Caltrans is committed to 
maintaining and improving the state’s trans-
portation network to make it safer, more 

reliable and climate resilient.
For more information about transporta-

tion and other infrastructure projects funded 
with state and federal investments, visit 
build.ca.gov.� 

Drones Aid in Fourth of July 
Fireworks Crackdown 

Dixon Police Department  
News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - July 4, Dixon Police 
Department deployed its Unmanned 
Aircraft System (UAS), commonly 
known as a drone, as part of its Fourth of 
July fireworks enforcement.

The drone team's primary focus was 
identifying the people and residences 
using illegal fireworks and promptly 
directing patrol officers to respond, con-
fiscate fireworks and issue citations. 
Under the City's updated fireworks ordi-
nance, each violation carries a $1,000 
fine, and each firework set off in viola-
tion is a separate violation.

Property owners and hosts are also 
responsible. If illegal fireworks were 
used on property you own or control, or 
a party or gathering you were responsi-
ble for, you can be cited under the City's 
social host ordinance even if you did not 

light them yourself.
The drone recorded and documented 

every violation it observed. If officers 
were unable to respond to a location 
during the busiest hours, the documented 
violation was recorded, and the respon-
sible party will receive a citation the 
following week. Even if officers didn’t 
catch you that night, you may still 
receive a $1,000 citation.

The Fourth of July is the busiest day 
of the year for our officers. In addition 
to the fireworks detail, on-duty staff 
responded to calls for service across the 
city, including collisions, driving under 
the influence, domestic violence and 
mental health crises. The department 
also provided public safety for the City's 
Independence Day fireworks display at 
Hall Park. 

To report illegal fireworks, call the 
non-emergency line at 707-678-7080. 
For emergencies, call 9-1-1.� 
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TO ADVERTISE WITH THE 

DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
CALL 916-773-1111

For Sale
V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

Home For Sale
1450 Stonecrop - Dixon 
Homestead new home  

community. 4 bed 2 bath  
100k upgrades. Built in 2022. 

707-693-0205 
 (7/31/26)

 

Health/Wellness
XOSIALX – Get Social. Be 
EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is 
redefining energy for every-
one. It provides an authentic, 
jitter-free boost that appeals to 
both regular energy drink us-
ers, and those who may have 
avoided them due to artificial 
ingredients or harsh effects. 
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander-
son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Landscaping/
Maintenance 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Need Help?

Hire A Pro!
Buy and Shop Local!

LEGAL  ADS FOR 
SOLANO COUNTY?

             916-773-1111

GOT LOCAL 
NEWS? 

Call 
(916) 773-1111

Classified
Advertising
Sell Your Stuff!  
Reach 1000’s  
of Readers 
Every Week!

916-773-1111

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm
Serving Sacramento for more than 38 years

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

FREE Consultation
916-422-6639

• Additions
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Custom Cabinetry
LIC# 480492      www.lytleconstruction.com

GET TO KNOW GREINER!GET TO KNOW GREINER!
New customers take $50 OFF your first service

NP-0120 CA #365955

Call Us Today!
(916) 545-1784
www.iTrustGreiner.com

Heating & A/C maintenance, repair & replacement

Water heater repair & replacement

Solar installation

Home performance, efficiency & comfort

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H
SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 

WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.
BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188
HTTPS://AAPC.BUILD

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532
RobL@alliedprogas.com

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

We live where you live
We understand your propane service needs. 

WE ARE

QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE

1690 N. Lincoln Street • Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385
houseoffloors@att.net • www.houseoffloors.org

Please call for a free in-home estimate!

Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More

To AdverTise

CAll 
916.773.1111

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

Concerts
Dining  ClassesCrafts

 Festivals Theater Cultural

Support Groups
Fitness

Gatherings
Expos

Museums Clubs
Groups Spiritual 

There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
Waiting to be discovered at

independentvoice.com/calendar

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice 
    Facebook: @DIVMPG8

Dixon Independent Voice 
is a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word file to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher.” If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for 
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on 
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and 
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our 
contributors.
The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents 
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed 
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the same 
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to: 
Dixon Independent Voice

100 N. Adams, Dixon, CA 95620
Subscription rate is $52 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$72 per year (Mail only).

Main Office Address: 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more 
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published 
weekly on Friday.

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1993

DixonIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoice

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.
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Classified
Advertising

Sell Your Stuff!
Reach 1000’s of

Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

• STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • ROM-COMS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Anti-seniors senti-
ment
6. Ingested
9. “Lights out” tune
13. *”Sweet” villa (2025)
14. Leo, in Moscow
15. Mood disorder
16. Blooming bulb
17. *It happened on how 
many nights? (1934)
18. Follow up on (2 
words)
19. *Sleepless where? 
(1993)
21. *Certain London Hill 
(1999)
23. “____ Te Ching”
24. Future J.D.’s hurdle, 
acr.
25. Chips accompa-
niment
28. Tibetan monk
30. Celebrity
35. Please do not delay, 
acr.
37. S.A.T. section
39. Polynesian island 
country
40. Scarlet O’Hara’s 
home
41. Singing femme fatale
43. Rig or truck
44. Artist’s support
46. Italian money, 
1861-2002
47. Petri dish gel
48. Like a longer route?
50. ____ Scotia
52. RNs’ org.
53. Morally reprehen-
sible
55. Ensign, for short
57. *Not a wedding 
(1994)
61. *They were reaping 
benefits (2011)
65. Silly
66. Gone by
68. Generational divide
69. Oodles
70. Each one for 
himself?
71. Ouzo flavor
72. A whole lot
73. Pertinent
74. Not rights

DOWN
1. Without further ____, pl.
2. Departed
3. Hip bones
4. *Actor Foley of #13 
Across
5. Kind of block
6. Healing gel producing 
plant
7. *How many days to lose 
a guy? (2003)
8. 0 and 2, e.g.
9. Diplomat’s forte
10. ____-perspirant
11. One quark plus one 
antiquark
12. Spilled the beans
15. Dull surfaces
20. Fertile topsoil, pl.
22. Boat propeller
24. Army bathroom
25. *Fifty of these, to jog 
her memory (2004)
26. Newton of science
27. Dissect
29. *AOL delivery (1998)
31. Org. with a mission
32. Last letter, to Homer
33. *Pretty one (1990)
34. Nigerian money

36. Part of a hammerhead
38. Villain’s rival
42. *When has she been 
kissed? (1999)
45. Books, in Paris
49. Langley, VA org.
51. Fauna member
54. Peruvian beast of 
burden
56. Rive Droite and Rive 
Gauche separator
57. Hand-to-hand combat 
weapon
58. Unconstitutional and 
uncommon have it in 
common
59. Indian flatbread
60. Odds’ partners
61. Arial, e.g.
62. Naive, alt. spelling
63. Olden days “do”, sec-
ond person singular
64. Files suit
67. Fall into it
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President Trump has 
been musing about whether 
he’s the most powerful man 
in world history, and judg-
ing by the results lately, the 
answer is definitely “no.”

It’s certainly true that 
Trump has technical tools 
at his disposal that would 
have astounded famous 
pre-20th-century contend-
ers for the title of most 
powerful man, wheth-
er Caesar, Alexander the 
Great, Charlemagne or 
Napoleon. 

Trump’s power, though, 
isn’t defined by, say, the 
precision and explosive 
punch of the Tomahawk 
missile. As the leader of a 
constitutional republic that 
disperses power and de-
pends ultimately on dem-
ocratic consent, Trump is 
operating under constraints 
that routinely blunt his 
ambitions.

If the theme of the first 
year of his second term was 
aggression on all fronts, 
his second year has so far 
been defined by significant 
retreats.

Late last year, Trump 
surged DHS forces into 
Minneapolis, seeking to 
make an example of the 
Twin Cities after Soma-
li immigrants were im-
plicated in welfare fraud 
schemes. When the oper-
ation was met by fierce 
opposition from city and 
state leaders and resistance 
in the streets, the Trump 
administration steeled it-
self for a gargantuan test of 
wills -- before Trump, real-
izing he was losing the bat-
tle of political optics, sent 
Tom Homan to Minneapo-
lis to unwind the operation. 

Last month, the Depart-
ment of Justice settled 
Donald Trump’s $10 bil-
lion suit against the IRS 
over the leak of his tax 
returns. The department 
agreed to create a $1.8 bil-
lion fund for the compen-
sation of victims of Demo-
cratic lawfare, a slush fund 
for his allies, presumably 
including Jan. 6 rioters. 
Faced with adverse legal 
rulings and opposition in 
the Senate, the administra-
tion abandoned the scheme 
that it had initially touted 
as a means to “right the 
wrongs that were previous-
ly done while ensuring this 
never happens again.”

Then, of course, Trump 
signed a ceasefire with 
Iran that wasn’t close to 
the “unconditional sur-
render” that he had once 
demanded. The 14-point 
agreement included more 
U.S. than Iranian conces-
sions, and Trump admitted 
that the Iranian closure of 
the Strait of Hormuz had 
forced his hand. 

TITLE: None of these 
were incidental initiatives. 
They all involved core 
commitments of this presi-
dent -- to mass deportation, 
to turning on its head the 
lawfare campaign against 
him and to denying the 
Iranian regime a nuclear 
weapon.

They were also over-
reaches that displayed a 
heedlessness born of hu-
bris. Trump had already 
driven down overall mi-
gration when he surged 
into Minneapolis; already 
pardoned the Jan. 6 rioters 
when his DOJ created the 
weaponization fund; and 
already struck a punish-
ing blow against the Ira-
nian nuclear program via 
Midnight Hammer when 
he launched Operation 
Epic Fury. 

Trump isn’t one for in-
cremental progress toward 
an objective. He prefers 
the grand gesture and big 
gamble. He’s drawn to 
the bridge too far when a 
drive a couple of blocks 
down the street would do 
just fine. 

The worry about Trump 
was that he’d be uncon-
strained in his second term, 
and indeed, he’s fashioned 
a team that is loath to tell 
him “no.” But he’s subject 
to checks from the other 
branches of government 
and, even more, from rou-
tine political pressures. 

There was nothing that 
formally compelled him to 
remove DHS forces from 
Minneapolis or to relieve 
the military pressure on 
Iran, both of which were 
within his legitimate pow-
ers. It was the poor polling 
and the potential damage 
to Republican prospects in 
the midterms that obliged 
Trump to declare victory 
and go home. 

The president may enjoy 
thinking of how he can do 
things that a Roman em-
peror never would have 
imagined, yet Marcus Au-
relius wasn’t hypersensi-
tive to how stories were 
playing in the mass media, 
or to the latest public-opin-
ion surveys. 

As the creature of a dem-
ocratic republic, Trump in-
herently is mindful of those 
considerations, which is 
one reason that it’s been 
a year of retreats. Trump, 
surely, doesn’t think of it 
that way. As Gen. Oliver 
Smith put it during the 
Korean War, he’s merely 
attacking in a different di-
rection -- although not the 
one he’d intended.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

Trump’s Three Retreats

California Voters will Decide 14 Ballot Measures, 
Billionaire Tax Included. There Could’ve Been More

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

When California voters 
in 1978 passed Proposition 
13, the iconic property tax 
limitation, they simultane-
ously rejected Proposition 
8, which had been placed on 
the ballot by the Legislature 
as an alternate tax relief 
measure. While Prop. 13 
flatly limited property taxes, 
Prop. 8 merely empowered 
the Legislature to lower 
property taxes on owner-oc-
cupied homes.

It may have been the first 
use of a campaign tactic 
that later became known as 
a “countermeasure.” Rather 
than just oppose a measure, 
a rival interest group could 
place its own measure on 
the ballot, thus muddying 
the waters. Voters would 
either choose between the 
two or be confused enough 
to reject both.

A c lass ic  example 
occurred in 2022 when 
California’s casino-own-
ing Indian tribes proposed 
a measure to give them a 
virtual monopoly on sports 
wagering and digital sports 
betting companies coun-
tered with a measure of their 
own. Hundreds of millions 
of dollars were raised for the 
rival measures and voters 
rejected both, thus preserv-
ing the state’s ban on sports 
wagering.

It  also exemplified 
another aspect of ballot 
measure politics: the ten-
dency of competing interests 

take their issues to the ballot 
when the Legislature could 
not resolve them.

Over time, both trends 
had made the ballot mea-
sure process — rather than 
legislation — California’s 
dominant method of resolv-
ing big issues.

Legislative leaders dis-
liked being forced into a 
reactive role. Thus, in 2016, 
the Legislature changed the 
rules of the ballot measure 
game to reassert its place. It 
decreed that even after they 
had qualified for the ballot, 
sponsors of initiative mea-
sures could remove them up 
to a deadline.

Sponsors of rival qual-
if ied measures could 
negotiate compromises with 
input from legislative lead-
ers, have them written into 
law and avoid very expen-
sive pro and con campaigns.

The 14 measures that 
will appear on the Nov. 3 
ballot were going to be as 
many as 20 before last-min-
ute compromises settled 
three dueling measure con-
flicts. One pitted personal 
injury lawyers against ride-
share companies, a second 
involved hospital executives 
and a health care union, and 
the third dealt with vote 
minimums for local taxes.

Whether the compro-
mises make policy sense or 
not, contending parties got 
enough out of them to war-
rant dropping their ballot 
measures.

However, the most prom-
inent ballot measure conflict 
— over whether California 
should impose a 5% 
wealth tax on billionaires 
— defied resolution. The 
measure, sponsored by the 
SEIU healthcare workers 
union, will be Proposition 
40 and will compete with 
two countermeasures spon-
sored by billionaire Sergey 

Brin and other Prop. 40 
foes, Proposition 41 and 
Proposition 42.

They could, if passed 
with higher vote counts, 
kneecap the wealth tax.

At one point the wealth 
tax advocates offered to 
reduce its bite to 2% as a 
compromise, but made no 
headway with opponents, 
most prominently Gov. 
Gavin Newsom.

Another tax measure, 
sponsored by the California 
Teachers Association, 
would  make perma-
nent a temporary surtax 
on high-income taxpay-
ers first enacted in 2012 
— but it could get caught 
in the shootout over Prop. 
40. Democratic legisla-
tive leaders gave it some 
protection with a last-min-
ute decree that it would 
be appear on the ballot as 
Proposition 3. Thus voters 
will deal with it before con-
fronting Props. 40, 41 and 
42 much further down the 
ballot.

Given its high stakes and 
the attention it is getting in 
national media, the wealth 
tax is destined to be not 
only the single most con-
troversial ballot measure 
this year but probably have 
the most expensive dueling 
campaigns, possibly setting 
a record.

At a webinar on Tuesday 
covering the array of ballot 
measures voters will face in 
November, campaign con-
sultant Tino Rossi said “the 
pace car (for spending) is 
the billionaire tax.”

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, author-
ing a column four times a 
week that offers his view 
and analysis of the state’s 
political, economic, social 
and demographic trends. 

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

By V.G. Harris 

A new era has begun, and Darius Acuff Jr. 
will be a focal point in that new era.

Beginning with a rousing 79-76 victory 
on the Fourth of July over the visiting Nets, 
Darius Acuff Jr. received by far the most 
rousing applause from a frenetic Golden 
One crowd poised to see what the future will 
look like.

A lot of pressure on young Darius pro-
duced a shot that wasn’t falling, and after one 
quarter Acuff missed all but one shot from the 
field and contributed a paltry three points.

But this crowd was inspired, and as it turns 
out, so was Darius. Putting doubters to rest, 
Darius showcased excellent ball handling 
skills throughout and exhibited court man-
agement like a veteran.

What impressed me the most as I sat and 
watched the Kings No. 1 draft choice in 
action, was his determination to get the job 
done, and seemingly no number of missed 
shots was going to deter him.

Playing alongside older and more experi-
enced players, this young 19-year-old looked 
like a much older player as he simply put his 
head down and refused to quit.

The Nets led this game nearly the entire 
way, but with less than three minutes to play, 
Acuff sank his first NBA 3-pointer, and would 
prove to be the margin of victory.

Last year’s No. 1 draft choice Nique 
Clifford made the deciding bucket with a 
“nothing but net” three-pointer on an assist 
from Acuff, but without a doubt Darius had 
made his presence felt, and his first NBA 
action ended with a win.

Criticized to some degree for his lack of 
defense coming in, Acuff showed a natural 
ability and even looked comfortable on the 
defensive end of the court.

Overall, the Kings fans were treated to 
an NBA debut that few will forget, and in 
spite of not having his best shooting night, 
Acuff finished the contest with a game high 
25 points.

Not to be lost in all of this drama was the 
electric play of Dylan Cardwell, who picked 
up where he left off from last year, and kept 
the Kings in the game with his high intensity 

play. Without question, Cardwell is an intrin-
sic key into the success of this year’s team, 
and his joy for the game is contagious and 
enthusiastic.

Stepping from the shadows was the almost 
forgotten man, 45th in the draft Emanuel 
Sharp, who added a well received 13 points 
and played a brand of defense the Sacramento 
Kings have been hoping to see for ages.

Defense seemed to come naturally for 
young Sharp, and he seemed to be every-
where at once. At 6-foot-3 and 210 pounds., 
Emanuel looked every bit of the NBA ready 
guard he appears to be, and what a welcome 
sight that is for a team that has struggled with 
defense like few other teams.

Although Alex Karaban did not see action 
due to a rolled ankle, both Acuff and Sharp 
carried the day and opened more than a few 
eyes, as the Kings did something that the 
Sacramento fans saw little of a year ago. 
They actually closed out a game.

The second game of summer league saw 
the Kings face their archrival, the Golden 
State Warriors, and although Darius Acuff 
was given the night off, once again Emanuel 
Sharp came to play, and just as the Kings had 
done the night before, they came from behind 
to post a solid 91-85 victory.

The final game at Golden One will take 
place on Monday night, and I expect to see 
Darius Acuff back in action. Look for atten-
dance to be good as Kings fans are feeling 
the crescendo that is taking place with a bevy 
of rookies that are vying for a spot of the 
big squad.

It’s hard to wish for more positivity 
than this young squad has presented to the 
Sacramento faithful in the first two games, 
but if you haven’t been paying close attention 
so far, it’s not too soon to get excited. 

These guys don’t like to lose, and that kind 
of energy is contagious.

Now surround them with the likes of 
Domantas Sabonis, Keegan Murray and Zach 
Lavine, and watch the temperature go up.

The real question is how many times will 
this new unit light the beam this year?

Stay tuned Kings fans, because the fun is 
just getting started!

All the best! 

Darius Acuff Debut

Why Doesn’t My Social Security Record 
Show All My Military Earnings?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: When I 
look at my earnings on my 
Social Security account, I 
see that in 1955 and 1956 
have no earnings. I was in 
the U.S. Navy as a first offi-
cer and have my DD-214 
paperwork which shows my 
military service from Oct. 
1954-Oct. 1958. My Social 
Security earnings record 
shows that I had earnings 
in 1954, 1957, and 1958 but 
doesn’t show that I was paid 
in 1955 or 1956. Shouldn’t 
I have received Social 
Security credit for all my 
service years? Signed: An 
Older Veteran 

Dear Older Veteran: 
First, I want to thank you 
for your military service. 
Whether your earnings 
while in the military would 
provide you with any addi-
tional Social Security 
benefit depends on your 
career  earnings af ter 
leaving military service. 
Here’s why: 

Your monthly Social 
Security (SS) benefit is 
based upon the highest 
earning 35 years over your 
lifetime (with earlier years 
adjusted for inflation). 
From those highest earning 
35 years, SS develops your 
Average Indexed Monthly 
Earnings (your lifetime 

“AIME”) which is the basis 
of the SS benefit you get 
if you claim for benefits to 
start at your full retirement 
age (FRA). So, if - after you 
completed your military 
service - you had at least 35 
years of other employment 
where you earned more 
money than you did while 
serving, then your military 
pay won’t affect your Social 
Security benefit. 

FYI, Social Security pay-
roll tax has been withheld 
from military pay since 
1957, which is why your SS 
earnings record shows your 
military pay only for 1957 
and 1958.  Your SS record 
wouldn’t show military pay 
prior to 1957 because you 
didn’t contribute to SS from 
your military pay during 
those years. The earnings 
you see in your SS earnings 
record for 1954 are likely 
from non-military employ-
ment prior to starting active 
duty in October 1954.  

SS does provide older 
veterans with “special extra 
credits for military service,” 
but those credits are only 
a supplemental earnings 
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record during the 
years you served. It is not a 
bonus amount added to your 
monthly Social Security 
payment; rather it is only an 
amount added to your mil-
itary pay record used when 
calculating your Social 
Security benefit. For those 
who served prior to 1957, 
Social Security would have 
no record of your military 
earnings during those early 
service years. But when 
you claimed Social Security 
later in life, they would 
have asked if you served in 

the military and given you 
“special extra credit” in the 
form of presumed earnings 
for your service years. They 
likely asked for a copy of 
your DD-214 and would 
have added $160 to your 
military earnings record 
for each active-duty month 
from October 1954 through 
December 1956, and addi-
tional earnings credits for 
1957 and 1958. 

But that doesn’t mean 
you get a special Social 
Security bonus for your 
military service. If you have 
at least 35 years of civilian 
employment after serving in 
the Navy, your service years 
would only affect your SS 
benefit if those military ser-
vice years were among the 
highest paying 35 years 
over your entire lifetime. 
Click here to read more 
on this topic. And, again, 
please accept our apprecia-
tion for your service to our 
country. 

This article is intended 
for information purposes 
only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social 
Secur i t y  Assoc ia t ion 
(NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a 
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org). 

Social Security Matters
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000991

The following persons are doing 
business as: Cozy Crumb Bakery, 
1310 Hawthorne Court, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Cozy Crumb Bakery LLC, 1310 
Hawthorne Court, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
2, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before 
the expiration June 1, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: June 19, 26, July 3, 10, 2026 
COZY 7-10-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001073

The following persons are do-
ing business as: Hardy & Kin, 
1800 Margurite Drive, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Amina Hardy, 1800 Margurite 
Drive, Dixon, CA 95620
Date filed in Solano County: June 
12, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 11, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 2026 
HARDY 7-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001040

The following persons are doing 
business as: Designpilot, 709 
Tahoe Court, Fairfield, CA 94534. 
Contemplate LLC, 709 Tahoe 
Court, Fairfield, CA 94534. Date 
filed in Solano County: June 
9, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
June 5, 2026
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 

subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before 
the expiration June 8, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 2026 
DESIGNPILOT 7-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026000985

The following persons are doing 
business as: Who’s Bakin Bread, 
485 Vinca Way, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Who’s Bakin Bread LLC, 485 
Vinca Way, Vacaville, CA 95687
Date filed in Solano County: June 
2, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
March 13, 2026
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before 
the expiration June 1, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 2026 
WHOS 7-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001006

The following persons are doing 
business as: Alduvera Supply, 
8024 Claret Court, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Aldugrand Construction, 8024 
Claret Court, Vacaville, CA 95687
Date filed in Solano County: June 
3, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
March 23, 2026
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 2, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 

14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: June 26, July 3, 10, 17, 2026 
ALDUVERA 7-17-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001099

The following persons are doing 
business as: Lavender Notary 
Public, 1285 Stratford Avenue 
Suite G Box 175, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Jennifer Crone, 1285 Stratford 
Avenue Suite G Box 175, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
17, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 16, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: July 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026 
LAVENDER 7-24-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001173

The following persons are do-
ing business as: AC Tax Pro, 
530 Birds Nest Court, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Aamit Chowdhury, 530 Birds Nest 
Court, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
30, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 29, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: July 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026 
AC 7-31-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001159

The following persons are doing 
business as: Quinta Alianza, 1097 
Amber Ridge Lane, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Juan Hurtado Avina, 1097 Amber 
Ridge Lane, Vacaville, CA 95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
26, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
January 1, 2022

This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 25, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: July 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026
QUINTA 7-31-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001168

The following persons are doing 
business as: Castillo’s Legal Life 
Support, Castillo’s Legal Support 
and Document Services, Dixon 
Express Auto Registration Center, 
1450 Ary Lane Suite D, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Lisa Angel Castillo, 1285 Stratford 
Avenue G121, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
30, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
March 1, 2018
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 29, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: July 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026
CASTILLOS 7-31-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001181

The following persons are doing 
business as: Pickled Social Co, 
2401 Waterman Boulevard Suite 
A4-210, Fairfield, CA 94533. 
Ryan Brown, 2401 Waterman 
Boulevard Suite A4-210, Fairfield, 
CA 94533. 
Date filed in Solano County: July 
1, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
June 29, 2026
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 30, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: July 10, 17, 24, August 1, 2026 
PICKLED 7-31-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001146

The following persons are do-
ing business as: Punjabi Dhaba 
Dixon, 7800 Batavia Road, Dixon, 
CA 95620. 
Dilawar Singh Rai Inc, 7800 
Batavia Road, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: June 
24, 2026. The Registrant com-
menced to transact business un-
der the above business name on: 
N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: A Corporation. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
June 23, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: July 10, 17, 24, 31, 2026
PUNJABI 7-31-26

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF 

RAY DAVID BRIONES 
CASE NO. PR26-00381

To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or 
both, of: RAY DAVID BRIONES
A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by BRIANNE R. BRIONES 
in the Superior Court of California, 
County of SOLANO.
The Petition for Probate requests 
that BRIANNE R. BRIONES be 
appointed as personal represen-
tative to administer the estate of 
the decedent.
The Petition requests authority to 
administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the personal representative 
to take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before tak-
ing certain very important actions, 
however, the personal represen-
tative will be required to give no-
tice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an ob-
jection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court on 7/23/2026 at 
9:30 A.M. in Dept. 22 Room N/A 
located at 580 TEXAS STREET, 
FAIRFIELD, CA 94533.
If you object to the granting of the 
petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections 
or file written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, 
you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the per-
sonal representative appointed by 
the court within the later of either 
(1) four months from the date of 
first issuance of letters to a gen-
eral personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to con-
sult with an attorney knowledge-
able in California law.

You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person 
interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for 
Special Notice (form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and ap-
praisal of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as provided 
in Probate Code section 1250. A 
Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: MICHAEL 
RINNE, 391 TAYLOR BLVD. 
SUITE 220, PLEASANT HILL, CA 
94523, Telephone: 925-322-1521
6/26, 7/3, 7/10/26
CNS-4054653#
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF  

DWIGHT L. JACKSON 
CASE NO. PR26-00302

To all heirs, beneficiaries, cred-
itors, and contingent creditors of 
and persons who may be other-
wise interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of Dwight L. Jackson.
 A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by Marlene Jackson, in the 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, requesting 
Marlene Jackson be appointed as 
personal representative(s) to ad-
minister the estate of the decedent.
 The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for exam-
ination in the file kept by the court.
 The petition requests authori-
ty to administer the estate under 
the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will 
allow the executor to take many 
actions without obtaining court ap-
proval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the 
executor will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or have 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an 
interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should not 
grant the authority.
 A hearing on the petition will 
be held in this court as follows: 
August 20, 2026, 9:30 a.m. in Dept 
22; Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, 580 Texas 
Street, Fairfield, CA 94533. 
 IF YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or 
a contingent creditor of the de-
ceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to 
the personal representative ap-
pointed by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, 
as defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other 
California statutes and legal au-
thority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept 
by the court. If you are interested in 
the estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code sec-
tion 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the 
court clerk. The name, address 
and telephone number of the 
Attorney for Petitioner is: Jerilyn 
Paik, ESQ, Law Offices of Jerilyn 
Paik, 555 University Avenue, Suite 
235, Sacramento, CA 95825; 916-
568-1222
Publish: July 3, 10, 17, 2026
JACKSON 7-17-26
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CITY OF DIXON
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the City of Dixon that sealed bids will be received from pre-
qualifi ed bidders online via DIXON PLAN ROOM on August 06, 2026, until 3:00 p.m., at which 
time all bids will be publicly opened and read by the City Clerk. All bids will be considered for award 
by the City of Dixon City Council at their regular meeting on Tuesday, September 15, 2026, for 
the following project:  

DIXON FIRE STATION 82
PROJECT #410-106

LOCATION OF WORK: 653 Pitt School Road, Dixon, CA 95620, Solano County.
DESCRIPTION OF WORK: The work includes:
 1. Construction of 8,209 SF Fire Station, 
 2. Construction of 2 drive-through bays, staff dorm rooms, offi ce, toilet facilities, fi tness 

room, kitchen, day room, and utility spaces, 
 3. Construction is Slab-on-Grade with spread footings, wood framing, and prefabricated 

wood trusses,
 4. Mechanical and plumbing systems,
 5. Electrical system and low-voltage design for a fully functional fi re station,
 6. Site improvements including concrete paving, parking, trash enclosure, emergency 

generator, fuel tank, patio spaces, and landscape.

The engineer's estimate for this project is $9,100,000.

All bidders must be on the Final Qualifi ed Bidders List for their bid to be considered responsive.

Submittals will be accepted by the City of Dixon up until 3:00 pm (PST) on
August 06, 2026. Submittals will only be accepted by the City via the City’s online bid portal at
https://www.dixonplanroom.com. Each Bidder shall submit an electronic version (PDF) of the 
submittal in accordance with submittal requirements. All work is to be done in accordance with said 
Plans and Specifi cations. To be considered responsive, the bidder must submit their submittal online 
through the bid portal. No in-person submissions will be accepted or considered responsive.

Paper Bid sets may be obtained from BPXpress at (707) 745-3593 at the bidder's cost.

All bidders must submit their bids online through the Dixon Plan Room bid portal to be 
considered responsive. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
OF THE CITY OF DIXON CITY COUNCIL

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DIXON CONFIRMING THE 
ASSESSMENT FOR DELINQUENT WASTEWATER COLLECTION ACCOUNTS AND 
DIRECTING ASSESSMENTS TO BE PLACED ON THE NEXT PROPERTY TAX BILL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Dixon (“City”) City Council will conduct a public 
hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, July 21, at 7:00 p.m., at Council Chambers 
located at 600 East A Street, Dixon, California 95620, to receive public comment and consider 
placing past due City of Dixon accounts on property tax bills. California Health and Safety Code 
Section 5473 provides the City the authority to collect past due wastewater collection accounts by 
placing an assessment/lien in the amount of the past due balance on the annual property tax rolls. 
This process makes the past due amount subject to the County’s property tax collection methods 
and late property tax fees.

The resolution to be considered will authorize the Finance Director, or her designee, to request that 
the Solano County Auditor enter each assessment on the tax roll against the respective property 
and to collect the assessment at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary municipal and 
county ad valorem taxes and to further subject the property to the same penalties and the same 
procedure of sale in case of delinquency as provided for such taxes. Upon receipt of said funds 
from Solano County, funds will be applied against the delinquent balances.

Notices regarding this process were mailed to all delinquent accounts prior to this hearing.  

ALL INTERESTED PARTIES are invited to attend the Tuesday, July 21, 2026 public hearing to 
express opinions or submit evidence demonstrating that you should be exempted from the lien 
process.  Testimony from interested persons will be heard and considered by the City Council prior 
to taking action or making any recommendation on the resolution. Upon request, the agenda and 
the documents in the meeting agenda packet can be made available to persons with a disability.  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City encourages those with disabilities 
to participate fully in the regular meeting process.  Any person requiring special assistance to 
participate in the meeting should call (707) 678-7000 (voice) or (707) 678-1489 (TTY) at least 
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting.  Any person requiring language interpretation services 
should call (707) 678-7000 (voice) or (707) 678-1489 (TTY) at least seventy-two (72) hours before 
the meeting. 

Interested individuals will be given an opportunity to speak on the above proposed action. Written 
comments are also accepted prior to the meeting by mail at 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA 95620 or 
electronically by emailing lruiz@cityofdixonca.gov. Information regarding the meeting is on file 
and may be provided to interested individuals upon request. If a challenge to the above proposed 
action is made in court, persons may be limited to raising only those issues they or someone else 
raised at the meeting described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City 
before the meeting.

Copies of the agenda packet and supporting documents will be available for public review at 
City Hall, 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA 95620, at least three (3) days before the meeting. 

If you have any questions, please call the Administrative City Clerk at (707) 678-7000, ext. 1116.

BY ORDER OF THE DIXON CITY COUNCIL, KRISTIN M. JANISCH, ELECTED CITY CLERK 

DATED: July 2, 2026 Dixon Independent Voice 7-10-2026
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coincided with America250, the 
nationwide commemoration of 
the country's heritage. According 
to America250.org, the anni-
versary marks 250 years since 
the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence and provides 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
nation's history, recognize the 
contributions of Americans and 
consider the country's future.

Dixon's own history reflects 
many of those contributions.

According to the Dixon 
Historical Society, the Dixon 
May Fair began in 1875 and 
remains the longest-running 
parade in California. In 1911, 
members of the Dixon Women's 

Improvement Club advocated 
establishing a public library. 
Their efforts helped secure a 
$10,000 Carnegie grant, while 

Carolyn Schulze donated the 
land that included the Women's 
Improvement Club Park. The 
library was constructed between 

1911 and 1912, making Dixon 
the first city in Solano County to 
establish its own public library.

The community also played 

a role in the development of 
the California Pacific Railroad, 
which helped transform trans-
portation throughout the region 
by improving the movement of 
passengers and agricultural prod-
ucts, including crops, livestock 
and meat.

The  annua l  Four th  of 
July celebration continued a 
long-standing community tra-
dition by bringing residents 
together for recreation, music 
and fireworks while recogniz-
ing both the nation's milestone 
anniversary and Dixon's place in 
California history.

For more information, visit 
City of Dixon, CA on Facebook 
or call 707-678-7000.� 

LOCAL NEWS
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Commentary: Regulatory Costs Put 
Napa County Wine Future at Risk

A recent study put a price tag on the 
cost to Napa County winegrape growers of 
complying with government regulations, 
with growers saying the costs are push-
ing them to the brink. The study, titled 
“Regulatory Cost of Production in Napa 
County Vineyards,” found that the cost of 
regulatory compliance last year for wine-
grape growers in the region was between 
8% and 12% of production costs. “At first 
glance, these numbers might not seem 
catastrophic when expressed as a per-
centage,” sixth generation Napa County 
winegrape grower Johnnie White said in an 
Ag Alert® commentary. “But percentages 
obscure reality. Napa Valley winegrape 
growers are already operating within 
increasingly narrow margins. Wine con-
sumption has declined, inventories remain 
high, prices are under pressure, and con-
tracts are harder to secure. In that context, 
an additional 8% to 12% in fixed costs can 
determine whether a vineyard survives 
another season.” 

Fourth of July Cookout 
Costs Reflect Inflation

Californians celebrating the Fourth of 
July holiday will continue to see higher 
prices at the grocery store, the California 
Farm Bureau has found. A classic 
Independence Day cookout for 10 peo-
ple will cost $91.80, or about $9.18 per 
person, well above the national average 
of $73.82, or about $7.38 per person, 
according to the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 2026 Summer Cookout 
Cost Survey. For Californians, this year’s 
cost is an increase of $1.74, or 2%, from 
2025, while nationally the cost went 
up $2.90, or 4%. The basket includes 
summer cookout staples such as cheese-
burgers, chicken breasts, pork chops, 
potato chips, pork and beans, fresh 
strawberries, homemade potato salad 
ingredients, fresh-squeezed lemonade 

ingredients, chocolate chip cookies and 
ice cream. While this year’s total is the 
highest since AFBF began conducting 
the summer cookout survey in 2016, the 
increase closely reflects broader inflation. 
The cost of the cookout basket rose about 
4%, while overall inflation in the United 
States increased 4.2% over the 12 months 
ending in May. That means families are 
seeing higher prices at the grocery store, 
but this year’s cookout cost is generally 
moving in line with the broader econ-
omy. In other words, while families pay 
more at checkout, the purchasing-power 
cost of the basket is nearly flat from 
last year.
H-2A Temporary Farmworkers Program 

Usage Continues To Accelerate
The number of foreign guestwork-

ers coming to work on U.S. farms has 
increased significantly this year, accord-
ing to federal data. H-2A temporary 
agricultural employment position cer-
tifications have grown by more than 
25% since fiscal year 2021, rising from 
317,619 to 398,258 in fiscal year 2025. 
Fiscal year 2026 is on pace to set a new 
program record, with more than a quarter 
of a million positions already certified in 
the first half of the current fiscal year—
outpacing the first half of fiscal year 
2025 by 17% and the first half of fiscal 
year 2024 by more than 19%. Florida, 
Georgia and Washington lead the coun-
try in certifications, combining for more 
than a quarter of all positions certi-
fied in the first half of fiscal year 2026. 
Notably, Washington has overtaken 
California for third place in certifications 
for the first half of the year, a reversal 
of the states’ standing in recent full-year 
totals. California’s relative H-2A use has 
declined for three consecutive years, a 
trend that may reflect that state’s evolving 
regulatory environment and shifts in agri-
cultural production mix, according to the 
American Farm Bureau Federation.  � 

Israel ‘Joe’ Guzman Named 2026 Solano 
County American Dream Recipient 

Office of Mike Thompson 
News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 
- June 28, Rep. Mike 
Thompson (CA-04) recog-
nized Israel “Joe” Guzman 
as the 2026 American 
Dream Award recipient for 
Solano County. Thompson 
presents the American 
Dream Award to residents 
of California’s Fourth 
District who have come to 
the United States and made 
outstanding contributions 
to our communities.

“Immigrants are our 
n e i g h b o r s  a n d  c o l -
leagues, soldiers and first 
responders, doctors and 
lawyers, farmers, entre-
preneurs, teachers and so 
much more. Our nation 
would not be the power-
house of the world without 
their contributions to our 

country’s history, culture 
and economy. This is evi-
denced by Mr. Guzman’s 
work in our community,” 
said Thompson. “Through 
Mr. Guzman’s work as an 
entrepreneur, he has con-
tributed meaningfully to 
making our community 
a better place. I am hon-
ored to recognize him as 
this year’s Solano County 
American Dream Award 
recipient.”

Guzman was born in 
Guadala jara ,  Ja l isco, 
Mexico. He attended high 
school in Dixon, where 
he was part of the migrant 
camp  p rog ram.  Mr. 
Guzman’s family traveled 
seasonally to the United 
States during the farming 
and harvesting seasons, 
giving him firsthand expe-
rience with the dedication 
and sacrifice required 

of migrant agricultural 
workers.

Guzman is the Founder 
and Chief Executive 
Officer of Alliance Tank 
Lines, a premier fuel-haul-
ing trucking company 

headquartered in Dixon. 
Since establishing the 
company in 2002, Guzman 
has built Alliance Tank 
Lines into a respected 
transportation business 
known for its commit-
ment to safety, reliability 
and service. From hum-
ble beginnings to leading 
a successful trucking com-
pany, Guzman’s journey 
exemplifies determination, 
entrepreneurial spirit and a 

deep appreciation for fam-
ily, community and hard 
work.

Guzman has consis-
t en t ly  demons t r a t ed 
his commitment to our 
community through gen-
erous donations and 
sponsorships supporting 
local youth sports. He has 
also contributed to char-
itable efforts through his 
involvement with the J.A. 
Taylor Foundation, which 

provides education and 
development opportuni-
ties for youth. Guzman is 
a leader in our community, 
known for his kindness, 
generosity and strong 
work ethic. Guzman is 
always willing to lend a 
helping hand to those in 
need and takes pride in 
mentoring others, shar-
ing his knowledge and 
experience.

Congressman Mike 
Thompson’s American 
Dream Award honors 
immigrants who have 
excelled professionally 
in entrepreneurship and 
innovation, in the arts and 
culture, or in community 
service.

The full list of 2026 
American Dream Award 
recipients for California’s 
Fourth District includes 
Dirk  Slooten  (Lake 
County), Bernie Narvaez 
(Napa County), Israel 
“Joe” Guzman (Solano 
County), Grace Cheung-
S c h u l m a n  ( S o n o m a 
County) and Sylvina 
Frausto (Yolo County).� 

June 28, Rep. Mike Thompson (CA-04) recognized Israel “Joe” Guzman (center) as the 2026 
American Dream Award recipient for Solano County. Photo courtesy of Office of Mike Thompson

Live music played from 6 to 9 p.m., with Smokehouse Reunion performing for attendees. Photo by Nicolas Brown
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