
Story and photo by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Threats 
against security personnel, includ-
ing an armed confrontation during a 
Fourth of July fireworks call, have 
prompted discussion about whether 
future Independence Day celebra-
tions will require additional law 
enforcement support.

Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Security Sgt. 
Brandon Arino described the inci-
dents during the district’s July 9 
Security Committee meeting.

Committee members also dis-
cussed a possible transfer of security 
operations to the Rancho Murieta 
Association, heard about the success-
ful reunification of a special needs 
child with his mother, and received a 
report on new aquatic invasive spe-
cies training.

July 4 Challenges
Following his monthly report, 

Arino described two troubling inci-
dents during Rancho Murieta’s 
Fourth of July celebration.

He said security personnel encoun-
tered significant problems at North 
Beach while attempting to disperse 
a gathering involving underage 
drinking.

“They trashed the North Beach, 
per usual, bottles of alcohol every-
where,” Arino said. “I don’t know 
how many kids tried to say they were 
going to beat me up, beat Chris up, 
beat Vitaliy up.”

Chris  Smith  i s  the  RMA 
Compliance Supervisor, and Vitaliy 
Perepelka is a CSD patrol officer.

Arino said security’s goal was sim-
ply to clear the gathering. Officers 
told juveniles that sheriff’s deputies 
had been called, causing many of 
the underage youths to scatter while 

some adults questioned why they 
could not remain.

Later that night, a CSD patrol 
and an RMA compliance officer 
responded to reports of illegal fire-
works near the 14th hole of the golf 
course at Anillo and Guadalupe 
Drives.

According to the district’s July 5 
security incident log, two juveniles 
fled into the backyard of a nearby 
residence as officers arrived. While 
patrol and the compliance officer 
attempted to investigate, occupants 
of the residence ordered them off the 
property. The incident report states 
that someone inside the residence 
directed a red laser pointer at both 
officers. As patrol returned to their 
vehicles, an adult male confronted 
them while visibly brandishing a 
firearm.

Patrol withdrew from the area 
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Greenfield Outage Disrupts 
Service More Than Two Days

While residents continued to use barcode access through the resident gates during the Greenfield Communications outage, 
gate officers manually processed visitors after internet and phone service were disrupted between July 12 and July 13. 

Story and photo by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A 
Greenfield Communications outage 
on the company's fiber-optic net-
work left much of Rancho Murieta 
without internet, television and 
phone service for more than two 
days – from July 12 through July 14 
– disrupting homes, businesses and 
government operations. Although 
service was restored to most 

customers by July 14, some contin-
ued experiencing internet location 
problems that affected streaming ser-
vices and remote work.

What Happened
Greenfield attributed the out-

age to a large-scale distributed 
denial-of-service (DDoS) attack 
affecting its network and other pro-
viders’ networks. A DDoS attack is 
a cyberattack in which compromised 
computers or internet-connected 

devices flood a server or net-
work with traffic, making it slow or 
unavailable to legitimate users.

On July 16, the company released 
a detailed explanation describing the 
cyberattack, restoration efforts and 
steps being taken to strengthen its 
network.

According to Greenfield, the 
cyberattack disrupted portions of 
its network infrastructure serv-
ing Rancho Murieta and other 

Greenfield 
CEO Answers 

Outage 
Questions

Greenfield Communications 
CEO Mike Powers speaks at 
a Rancho Murieta event in 
2019. File photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
( M P G )  -  G r e e n f i e l d 
Communications President 
and CEO Mike Powers 
responded to written ques-
tions from the River Valley 
Times following the more 
than two-day outage that 
disrupted internet, televi-
sion and phone service in 
Rancho Murieta.

In his responses, Powers 
explained why the com-
pany  l imi ted  publ ic 
updates during the cyber-
attack, why restoration 
took several days, why 
some customers experi-
enced lingering internet 
protocol (IP) issues after 
service was restored, and 
what Greenfield is doing to 
reduce the impact of future 
attacks.

Powers concluded his 
response by reassuring 
customers that no personal 
information had been com-
promised and offering a 
personal reflection on the 
outage and its impact on 
Greenfield's employees. 
Because those remarks 
help to frame the compa-
ny’s response, they are 
presented first.

The following ques-
tions and answers have 
been edited for length and 
clarity.

RVT: Is there anything 
else you would like Rancho 
Murieta customers to know 
about this incident?

Powers:  Only this: 
No customer data was 
accessed or  compro-
mised at any point during 
this incident. This was 
an attack designed to dis-
rupt service, not to steal 
information, and we want 
that distinction to be clear 
for anyone who was wor-
ried about their personal 
information.

The trust the Rancho 
Murieta community has 
placed in Greenfield 
Communications as your 
internet provider means 
everything to us, and we 
don’t take it lightly. This 
past week weighed on our 
entire team, who worked 
around the clock, 24/7, 

Continued on page 5

Recent patrol activities, including alarming Fourth of July incidents, are discussed during the Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District Security Committee Meeting on July 9.

Security Officers Face Threats on July 4
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

Make Your Dream Home a Reality 
with California Home Loans!

Whether you’re buying your first 
home, refinancing, or considering 
a reverse mortgage, Bruce Boal 
and the team at California Home 
Loans are here to guide you. 

Call today for a free consultation 
and find the perfect mortgage 
solution for you!"

BRUCE BOAL 
LOAN OFFICER ~ 30+ year resident.
DRE #01933355 / NMLS #1070092

916.417.2001
916.794.0375
bruce@cahome.loans
11344 Coloma Rd #300
Gold River, CA 95670

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - The June manga-
nese flare-up in Rancho 
Murieta’s drinking water 
has prompted the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District to begin 
discussing what could 
become the communi-
ty’s biggest overhaul of its 
water treatment system in 
more than a decade.

D u r i n g  t h e 
Improvements Committee 
meeting on July 8, Chief 
Plant Operator Travis 
Bohannon didn’t mince 
words.

“I firmly believe that we 
need to get rid of Plant 1,” 
Bohannon said. “We need 
to demolish it, and we need 
to replace it with a conven-
tional treatment plant.”

Recognizing the sig-
nificance of the proposal, 
he added, “So that’s 
my bombshell for this 
morning.”

No decisions were made, 
and committee members 
emphasized they are only 
beginning to evaluate the 
idea. Instead, they directed 
Bohannon to return to next 
month’s Improvements 
Committee meeting with 
additional information 
comparing several alterna-
tives before deciding how 
to proceed.

The  Improvemen t s 
Committee consists of 
Director and Chair Bill 
Gere, Director Randy 
Jenco, Bohannon, Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder and other dis-
trict staff. The committee 
examines infrastructure 
and utility issues in detail 
before making recommen-
dations to the board.

(A separate story cov-
ers other meeting topics 

including sink holes in the 
golf courses.)

Action Plan Needed
The discussion stemmed 

from the district’s June 19 
manganese event, when 
elevated manganese levels 
prompted a precaution-
ary bottled water advisory 
for infants. Bohannon said 
operators spent more than 
a day adjusting chemical 
feeds, monitoring water 
quality and bringing the 
system back under control 
before the advisory was 
lifted.

Although the incident 
was resolved, Bohannon 
said it highlighted the need 
for a formal action plan 
whenever manganese lev-
els spike. 

“This happens every 
year,” he said. “Sometimes 
it’s not as bad; sometimes 
it’s astronomically bad.”

Bohannon said he wants 
an engineering study 
completed not only to 

recommend improvements 
to the district’s treatment 
process but also to develop 
an emergency action plan 
that operators can follow 
during future manganese 
events.

“If I’m not available, it’s 
something that staff can 
look at and go, ‘All right. 
This is what we have. This 
is the direction we need to 
go,’” he said.

The proposed engi-
neering study, which 
would be prepared by 
the engineering con-
sultants KSN Inc. and 
managed by Domenichelli 
& Associates, the dis-
trict’s contract engineer, 
is estimated to cost about 
$120,000. It would evalu-
ate treatment alternatives, 
recommend operational 
improvements and develop 
e m e rg e n c y  r e s p o n s e 
procedures.

Committee members, 
however, said they wanted 
to obtain a second proposal 

before deciding whether to 
move forward with a study 
of that cost.

The discussion then 
broadened beyond the June 
incident to the long-term 
future of Water Treatment 
Plant 1.

Options Discussed
Bohannon explained that 

when he joined the district 
in 2009, both treatment 
plants used conventional 
filtration, and manganese 
was not a concern because 
conventional treatment 
provides enough con-
tact time for chemicals to 
remove manganese before 
filtration.

Today, Plant 2 still uses 
conventional treatment and 
consistently removes man-
ganese to non-detectable 
levels. Plant 1’s membrane 
system, however, can’t 
remove manganese from 
water.

Bohannon said Plant 
1  a l so  has  become 

increasingly expensive 
to operate. The district is 
preparing to spend nearly 
$900,000 to replace two 
t rains  of  membranes 
because manganese stains 
the membranes, mak-
ing repairs ineffective and 
forcing replacement sev-
eral years before their 
expected 10-year lifespan. 
Two employees spend two 
days each week repairing 
membranes, and the cost 
of replacement membranes 
and cleaning chemicals 
continues to rise.

“The safety of the water 
that we are supplying to the 
residents is paramount,” 
Bohannon said. “The mem-
brane plant does provide 
good water. I’m not say-
ing it doesn’t, but it doesn’t 
remove the manganese 
because of the way that the 
plant was built. We have no 
pretreatment.”

Wilder asked whether the 
district could improve the 
existing membrane plant 

by adding pretreatment 
ahead of the membranes 
rather than replacing the 
entire facility.

Bohannon agreed pre-
treatment could improve 
the plant’s performance but 
said the district currently 
doesn’t have the “real 
estate” to construct the 
settling basins and other 
infrastructure that would 
be required. 

Jeff Pearson, represent-
ing Rancho North, said 
the developer owns unde-
veloped property adjacent 
to the treatment plant that 
could potentially provide 
room for future expansion.

Director Randy Jenco 
also revived an idea dis-
cussed several  years 
ago: converting Plant 2 
into a pretreatment facil-
ity before sending water 
through Plant 1’s mem-
brane system.

Bohannon said that 
remains a viable option but 
cautioned it would elimi-
nate the district’s backup 
conventional treatment 
plant if Plant 1 experienced 
a major failure. It also 
would require increasing 
the size of Plant 1.

By the end of the dis-
cussion, the committee 
agreed Bohannon should 
return to next month’s 
Improvements Committee 
meeting with additional 
information comparing 
three primary alternatives: 
replacing Plant 1 with a 
conventional treatment 
plant, adding pretreatment 
to the existing membrane 
facility, or converting 
Plant 2 into a pretreatment 
facility feeding Plant 1’s 
membrane system. Staff 
also will seek a second pro-
posal for the manganese 
engineering study and fur-
ther refine the questions 
committee members want 
answered before deciding 
whether to proceed. � H

A potential overhaul of the district’s water treatment facility is discussed at the Rancho Murieta Community Services District 
Improvements Committee meeting on July 8. 

Manganese Flare-Up Spurs Plant Overhaul Proposal
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24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com
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12 x 50: .................. $185.00
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• Roll up and man door
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 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
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• Fire sprinklers
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• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 
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RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks
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HereHere
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Tanks
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Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales
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$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District 
Board of Directors advanced its search 
for a permanent general manager during 
its July 14 meeting while also receiving 
an update that puts the district on track to 
catch up on years of overdue audits, dis-
cussing future water planning, continuing 
discussions about a possible transfer of 
security operations to the Rancho Murieta 
Association, and revisiting Fourth of July 
security issues.

Before the public meeting, directors 
interviewed five candidates for the general 
manager position during a closed session. 
When the board reconvened, President 
John Merchant reported only that the 
directors had given staff direction on the 
hiring process and on moving forward. 
Later in the meeting, Interim General 
Manager Amelia Wilder confirmed the 
board had interviewed five applicants.

An additional board discussion about a 
concerning wastewater issue is covered in 
a separate story.

Finance
The board learned the district expects 

to receive draft financial audits for fis-
cal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 by about 
Aug. 14, bringing it close to catching up 
on years of delayed financial reporting.

Director of Finance Cecilia Min said 
auditors have nearly completed their work 
and are entering the management and 
audit review stages. To give directors time 
to review the audits, the board rescheduled 
its August Finance Committee meeting to 
Aug. 17 and its regular board meeting to 
Aug. 26.

Min reported preliminary financial 
results through the first 11 months of 
the fiscal year show approximately $8.5 
million in operating revenue and $9.3 
million in operating expenses, resulting 
in an operating loss of about $772,000. 
She emphasized that the figures remain 
preliminary until the audits and reconcil-
iations are complete. Property tax revenue 
is currently offsetting the operating loss, 
although she said the district would prefer 
to retain those funds in reserves.

Later in the meeting, the board unan-
imously approved amendments to the 
2022-23 and 2023-24 budgets reallocating 

unrestricted property tax revenue from the 
Security Fund to the Water, Wastewater, 
and Solid Waste funds to satisfy audi-
tor-requested accounting changes.

Water Planning,  
Committee Reports

During public comment, Rancho 
Murieta resident Bob Keil urged the board 
to resume public discussion of several 
long-range water supply projects, includ-
ing emergency water storage, converting 
Clementia Reservoir to potable water, 
the district’s well program, and the Urban 
Water Management Plan. Director Tim 
Maybee directed Interim General Manager 
Amelia Wilder to place the matters on the 
Improvements Committee agenda.

The River Valley Times noted the 
Administrative Ad Hoc Committee report 
was omitted from both the June and July 
agendas despite the board’s October 2025 
direction that the committee report at 
every regular meeting, even if there was 
nothing to report.

Merchant responded that although it 
wasn’t listed on the June agenda, he gave 
a brief verbal update explaining that his 
meetings with Wilder had evolved into the 
type of discussions typically held between 
a board president and a general manager.

The newspaper also noted the Water 
Vision Ad Hoc Committee remains active, 
but wasn’t on the July agenda. Director 
Randy Jenco, who chairs that group, said 
it should have been agendized. He said his 
report would simply have been that the 
committee had not met during the previ-
ous month.

The River Valley Times noted that, in a 
June 30 email, Merchant stated the board 

would approve a public news release 
regarding the 2026 Sacramento County 
Grand Jury report at the board meeting. 
However, no such item appeared on the 
agenda. Wilder later said staff is prepar-
ing the district’s formal response for board 
approval in September, ahead of the Sept. 
24 deadline.

Security Transition
Resident Mike Martel asked what 

would happen to the district’s Measure J 
(Proposition 218) security assessment if 
the Rancho Murieta Association assumes 
responsibility for community security.

Merchant said the proposal remains in 
the discussion stage as the district and 
association evaluate what a transfer would 
involve. Discussions include the future 
of the Measure J assessment, gate own-
ership, tax implications and how any 
transfer could occur without creating a 
gift of public funds. He emphasized that 
no commitments have been made by either 
organization.

Merchant said Chris Childs, an RMA 
director who chairs the association’s 
Security Ad Hoc Committee, intends to 
hold public outreach meetings before 
moving forward. The district has also 
begun evaluating potential CalPERS lia-
bilities associated with a transfer, while 
operational decisions would ultimately 
rest with the association.

July Fourth, Invasive Species
The board also revisited security issues 

from the Fourth of July celebration after 
The River Valley Times raised incidents 
discussed during the district’s July 9 
Security Committee meeting. (See sepa-
rate story).

After hearing the comments, Security 
Sgt. Brandon Arino amended his earlier 
characterization of the holiday, saying 
there had been “major hiccups” rather 
than “minor hiccups.” He said the lack of 
law enforcement made the situation more 
difficult and suggested many of the prob-
lems could have been handled differently 
had sheriff’s deputies been available. As 
previously reported by The River Valley 
Times, the Rancho Murieta Association 
was unable to hire sheriff’s deputies for 
this year’s celebration, although it did hire 
private security.

Merchant said the unusually large hol-
iday crowds highlighted the need for 
additional planning if Independence Day 
falls on a long weekend again.

The board also heard Arino’s report on 
aquatic invasive species after he com-
pleted California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife training. He said the district’s 
initial effort will focus on educating resi-
dents to clean, drain and dry boats before 
launching them in community lakes to 
reduce the risk of invasive mussels and 
aquatic vegetation damaging drinking 
water infrastructure.

The discussion then turned to whether 
boating should continue in Calero and 
Chesbro reservoirs, which serve as drink-
ing water sources. Interim Operations 
Manager Travis Bohannon questioned 
whether recreational boating should con-
tinue on the reservoirs. Gere suggested 
referring the issue to the Improvements 
Committee. Merchant said the topic could 
become part of broader discussions with 
RMA because the association owns the 
reservoir property while the district is 
responsible for protecting water quality. �H

GM Search Advances; CSD Board Tackles Audits, Water, Security

The Rancho Murieta Community Services District Board and staff discuss several significant 
issues despite a short agenda at the July 14 meeting.

Director of Finance Cecilia Min reports that 
draft audits for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-
24 will be completed by Aug. 14.
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and notified the Sacramento County 
Sheriff’s Office. Dispatch advised depu-
ties were committed to a priority call and 
would respond when available. No deputy 
responded before patrol cleared the call at 
3:30 a.m.

During the committee meeting, Smith 
said the area’s only on-duty sheriff’s dep-
uty was handling a homicide investigation 
in Rancho Cordova when the gun incident 
occurred.

Smith said the Rancho Murieta 
Association had requested off-duty depu-
ties for the Fourth of July celebration, but 
none were available.

Instead, RMA hired eight additional pri-
vate security officers, with Smith and CSD 
personnel working from 3:30 a.m. until 
3:30 a.m. the following day.

Despite the confrontations, Arino 
praised the joint effort. 

“Collectively, between RMA and CSD, 
I think we did a good job for the Fourth of 
July,” Arino said. “I just want to give a big 
shout-out to both our staffs and say thank 
you to everyone.”

Committee Chairman John Merchant 
said this year’s celebration appeared larger 
than any he could remember. 

“I’ve never seen that many carts and 
that many people,” Merchant said.

Merchant said Independence Day falling 
on a Saturday during a three-day holiday 
weekend likely contributed to the turnout 
and questioned whether future Fourth of 
July celebrations will require additional 
security and law enforcement resources.

Smith said one of the biggest concerns 
was the apparent number of non-resi-
dents entering Rancho Murieta for the 
celebration. He said the large number of 
pedestrians crossing Highway 16 after 
the fireworks suggested many visitors 
had walked into the community from out-
side the gates. Planned fencing near the 
pedestrian access point is expected to help 
reduce unauthorized entry during future 
events.

Child Reunited with Mother
Earlier in his monthly report, Arino 

highlighted a June 15 incident in which 
security officers reunited a special needs 
child with his mother after the child wan-
dered from home and was found alone at 
the Riverview Park bus stop.

Because the child was unable to identify 
himself, officers worked with community 
members familiar with local families to 

determine his identity and locate his home 
before contacting the child’s mother. The 
child was reunited without incident.

Afterward, Arino told the child’s mother 
about the district’s Bring Me Home Safe 
program.

“I feel like that program is going to do 
us some good with incidents like this, so 
we can get these people home safer and 
faster,” Arino said.

The voluntary program allows par-
ents and caregivers of individuals with 
developmental disabilities or medical con-
ditions to provide identifying information 
and photographs that security personnel 
can use to quickly reunite participants who 
become lost or are unable to communicate 
with their families.

Security Transfer Discussed
Committee members also continued 

discussing a possible transfer of security 
operations from the CSD to the Rancho 
Murieta Association.

Merchant said the proposal is being 
explored because the district’s primary 
responsibility is operating its utility sys-
tems, while security operations require 
significant management time. 

He noted security was transferred from 

the RMA to the CSD decades ago because 
the district had greater authority to enforce 
security assessments.

Merchant said CSD officials and an 
RMA committee are evaluating security 
assets, funding, employee obligations and 
public outreach before any decisions are 
made.

“We want to take this forward with 
complete accountability and complete 
transparency so that everybody knows 
what we’re doing,” Merchant said.

Arino suggested that if gate operations 
were transferred to the RMA, the CSD 
should consider retaining some security 
staff to protect its reservoirs, waterways 
and other facilities outside the gates.

Merchant agreed, saying the district has 
an inherent responsibility to protect its 
reservoirs, water treatment facilities and 
water supply.

Protecting the Reservoirs
Arino also reported that he, Security 

Patrol Officer Vitaliy Perepelka and 
Gate Officer David Labrado completed 
California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife training in aquatic invasive spe-
cies identification, watercraft inspection 
and decontamination.

The training will help security person-
nel to educate boaters and protect Rancho 
Murieta’s lakes from invasive species such 
as zebra, quagga and golden mussels. � H

Continued from page 1

Security Officers Face Threats on July 4

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho 
Murieta residents can help replen-
ish a critically low blood supply 
by donating at the Rancho Murieta 
Community Blood Drive from noon 
to 6 p.m. Monday, July 27 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 
14673 Cantova Way.

The drive, sponsored by the 
Rancho Murieta Women’s Club and 
Knights of Columbus, comes as 
Vitalant reports its supply of type O 
blood has fallen to its lowest level 
in two years and urges donors – 
especially those with type O blood 
– to schedule appointments as soon 
as possible. 

“Type O blood is always in 
high demand because it’s the most 

versatile and frequently used blood 
type for transfusions,” Vitalant Area 
Vice President Michael Martinez said 
in a statement. “When there’s a short-
age, doctors may have to decide who 
can receive it immediately and who 
can wait.” 

Every two seconds, someone in the 
United States needs a blood transfu-
sion, according to Vitalant. Type O 
blood is especially important in emer-
gencies because it can be used before 
a patient’s blood type is determined. 
O-positive blood can be transfused 
to anyone with a positive blood type, 
while people with O-positive blood 
can receive only type O blood. 

Vitalant said its already-low blood 
supply declined further during the 
Independence Day holiday as travel 
and holiday activities reduced 
donor turnout, leaving thousands of 

appointments still needing to be filled 
throughout the Sacramento region by 
the end of July. 

Appointments for the Rancho 
Murieta drive can be made at donors.
vitalant.org using blood drive code 
SMFM053 or by calling 877-258-
4825. Walk-ins will be accepted as 
space permits. Donors will receive a 
coupon for 10% off a purchase from 
Yogurt Pop and be entered into draw-
ings for a $50 Yogurt Pop gift card, 
donated by Carole Thames with 
Town and Country Real Estate; a 
$50 Murieta Inn & Cupola Spa credit 
and a Vitalant drawing for a chance 
to win a vehicle valued at up to 
$30,000. 

Donors must be at least 16 years 
old, weigh at least 110 pounds, be 
in good health and bring a photo ID. 
There is no upper age limit.  � H

Need Is Urgent for Type O Blood

Eli Lindsay-Sims greets Drippy, Vitalant’s blood drop mascot, 
during Rancho Murieta’s July 4 celebration. Vitalant is urging 
residents to donate at the Rancho Murieta Community Blood 
Drive on July 27. Photo courtesy of Bonnie Kirshman
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communities. Engineers 
first isolated the affected 
portions of the network, 
implemented  t empo-
rary workarounds and 
verified system stability 
before restoring service. 
Customers were brought 
back online in phases, and 
some experienced addi-
tional Internet Protocol 
(IP) issues as network 
changes continued.

On July 17, Greenfield 
said its main network was 
stable but acknowledged 
that incorrect geolocation 
information continued to 
affect some streaming ser-
vices and other internet 
applications. The com-
pany said it was continuing 
to work with streaming 
providers to resolve the 
remaining issues.

Greenfield also acknowl-
edged customer frustration 
over the limited informa-
tion released during the 
outage, saying it inten-
tionally restricted public 
updates while the cyber-
attack was underway to 
avoid compromising its 
response or revealing 
information that could aid 
those responsible.

President and CEO Mike 
Powers later acknowl-
edged the company should 
have communicated with 
customers sooner when he 
answered additional ques-
tions from the River Valley 
Times about the outage, 
Greenfield’s response, and 
changes being made fol-
lowing the cyberattack. 
(See related Q&A.)

The company also said it 

has implemented changes 
to strengthen network resil-
iency and is accelerating 
additional improvements 
intended to lessen the 
impact of future attacks.

Community Impact
As the July 12 outage 

continued into July 13, 
neighborhood social media 
pages filled with posts 
from Rancho Murieta resi-
dents seeking information, 
sharing updates, discussing 
gate access, and exchang-
ing tips on using cellphone 
hotspots or other internet 
providers. Many residents 
relied on one another for 
information as frustration 
grew over Greenfield’s 
limited public updates. 
Some also reported slow-
er-than-normal cellular 
data as heavy hotspot 
use appeared to overload 
nearby wireless networks.

Although internet ser-
vice was restored for most 
customers on July 14, 
problems did not end there. 
On July 15, some resi-
dents reported that their 
new IP addresses appeared 
to originate outside the 
Sacramento area – or even 
outside the United States – 
causing streaming services 
to display incorrect local 
channels or block access 
altogether. Others said their 
employers’ security sys-
tems would not allow them 
to work remotely because 
their internet connec-
tions appeared to originate 
in Canada or other loca-
tions. The continuing 
issues prompted renewed 
criticism of Greenfield’s 
communications and led 

some residents to explore 
switching to other internet 
providers.

On July 17, Greenfield 
announced  i t  would 
automatically apply a two-
week internet service credit 
to customers’ next bills. 
Customers do not need to 
take any action to receive 
the credit.

Gates, CSD 
Operations

The outage also affected 
operations at the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District.

Office phones were dis-
abled because the district’s 
telephone system operates 
over the internet, prevent-
ing staff from answering 
calls. Nor could they pro-
cess utility payments. 
Employees instead relied 
on cellphone hotspots to 
access email and shared 
network files. The outage 
did not affect the district’s 
water or wastewater treat-
ment  plants ,  Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder said.

Security Sgt. Brandon 
Arino said gate operations 
were minimally affected 
because the disruption was 
an internet outage rather 
than a power outage. With 
electrical service unin-
terrupted, all mechanical 
gates continued operating 
normally, and none were 
left open. Residents with 
active vehicle barcodes 
continued entering through 
the resident lanes as usual.

Arino said the pri-
mary impact was the 
l o s s  o f  c o n n e c t i v -
ity to the ABDI visitor 

management system, which 
prevented gate officers 
from electronically veri-
fying visitor information. 
Officers implemented con-
tingency procedures by 
manually recording visitor 
information on paper until 
service was restored.

When the outage dis-
abled the gate phone 
system, residents couldn’t 
call in guests or reach the 
South Gate number, which 
also serves as an emer-
gency contact for residents.

“From an operational 
standpoint, security ser-
vices continued without 
interruption,” Arino said. 
“No notable security inci-
dents occurred or were 
brought to my attention 
during the outage.”

The outage also under-
scored the  dis t r ic t ’s 
plans to install a wireless 
failover system already 
under development. Wilder 
said the backup connec-
tion would automatically 
switch the Administration 
Building to an alter-
nate internet service if 
Greenfield’s  network 
fails, keeping gate oper-
ations, phones and other 
internet-dependent ser-
vices functioning. She said 
the system will be imple-
mented as soon as possible.

Country Club
The Rancho Murieta 

Country Club experienced 
relatively limited disrup-
tion because the outage 
began Sunday afternoon, 
when business is slower, 
and the club is closed 
Mondays,  Head Golf 
Professional Brian Little 

said. Staff installed cel-
lular hotspots on July 14, 
allowing credit card and 
point-of-sale systems to 
continue running until 
Greenfield service was 
restored later that day.

The biggest inconve-
nience was the loss of 
phone service, which 
complicated tee-time res-
ervations, though members 
could book in person or by 
calling Little’s cell phone. 
Little said the outage ulti-
mately proved good for 
business, drawing more 
members out to play and 
practice. He said people 
wanted “to get out of the 
house.” 

The River Valley Times 
also sought comment 
from the Rancho Murieta 
Association regarding the 
outage’s effect on asso-
ciation operations and 
whether it is considering 
a backup internet con-
nection. The association 
did not respond before 
publication.

Communications 
Timeline

Greenfield’s public com-
munications evolved as the 
outage continued. Shortly 
after service was disrupted 
just after noon on July 12, 
the company’s recorded 
message acknowledged 
internet service issues 
affecting Sacramento and 
Rancho Murieta but pro-
vided no information about 
the cause or when service 
might be restored.

As the outage con-
t inued into July 13, 
Rancho Murieta resi-
dents increasingly turned 
to neighborhood social 
media pages for infor-
mation, sharing updates, 
reporting service condi-
tions and posting messages 
they said they had received 
from Greenfield rep-
resentatives. One such 

message attributed the 
outage to a DDoS attack 
targeting AT&T Internet 
Protocol (IP) blocks used 
by Greenfield to serve the 
community. That expla-
nation never appeared in 
an official company-wide 
communication.

Greenfield’s first cus-
tomer-wide email, sent at 
5:13 p.m. July 13, stated 
that its network, along with 
those of several other pro-
viders, was experiencing 
a large-scale DDoS attack 
but made no mention of 
AT&T. Subsequent updates 
addressed the IP issues 
that followed restoration, 
explained the cyberat-
tack and recovery effort, 
apologized for the lim-
ited communication during 
the outage and announced 
an automatic two-week 
internet service credit for 
affected subscribers.

An AT&T spokesman 
later told the River Valley 
Times the company had 
not experienced a disrup-
tion to its infrastructure, 
leaving unanswered ques-
tions about whether the 
attack targeted Greenfield, 
an upstream provider, or 
both.

CEO Responds
Greenfield President 

and CEO Mike Powers 
initially responded to 
the River Valley Times’ 
inquiry by providing the 
company’s July 16 state-
ment to customers. The 
newspaper later submit-
ted additional questions 
about the cyberattack, 
Greenfield’s response, cus-
tomer communications, 
the restoration process 
and steps being taken to 
reduce the impact of future 
outages. 

Powers responded on 
July 17 in a detailed writ-
ten reply. His answers 
appear in the related Q&A. 
� H

Greenfield Outage Disrupts 
Service More Than Two Days
Continued from page 1
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How Rancho Murieta Lost its Telemedicine Pharmacy Kiosk
By Robert Guerin

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- For more than a year, 
I worked with MednRx 
and Same Day Health 
Care Pharmacy to bring 
California’s first telemed-
icine pharmacy kiosk to 
Rancho Murieta. I believed 
we finally had a solution to 
a problem our community 
has faced for decades.

Instead, after nearly two 
years of regulatory review, 
the California State Board 
of Pharmacy effectively 
denied not only Rancho 
Murieta’s kiosk but, in my 
opinion, the entire business 
model.

It has been decades since 
Rancho Murieta’s neigh-
borhood pharmacy in the 
shopping center closed. 
That space is now occu-
pied by Ace Hardware. 
Since then, residents have 
relied on mail-order deliv-
ery, Amazon, Kaiser, 
Costco and other pharma-
cies for their prescription 
needs. Some are satisfied 
with those options, while 
others still miss the conve-
nience of having pharmacy 
services just across the 
street. Telemedicine has 
also become a standard 
part of health care.

The pharmacy indus-
try itself is facing difficult 
times. Rite Aid is closing 
stores nationwide, while 
Walgreens and CVS con-
tinue to reduce the number 
of pharmacies they oper-
ate. New business models 
are needed: fewer large 
brick-and-mortar stores, 
lower overhead and greater 
use of technology.

MednRx was founded 
by Dr. Steven Gest and 
Vaibhav Shah to provide 
telemedicine pharmacy 

kiosks in communities 
known as “pharmacy des-
erts,” where residents have 
limited access to pharmacy 
services. After nearly a 
year of community support 
and discussions, the com-
pany agreed that Rancho 
Murieta would be the 
ideal location for its first 
California kiosk.

T h e  c o n c e p t  w a s 
straightforward. A central 
brick-and-mortar phar-
macy would support five 
automated kiosks located 
in surrounding commu-
nities. Patients could 
consult with a licensed 
p h a r m a c i s t  t h r o u g h 
secure video conferencing 
while receiving prescrip-
tions from an Automatic 
Patient Dispensing System 
(APDS). It was designed 
as a 21st-century solu-
tion that reduced overhead 
while expanding pharmacy 
access in medically under-
served communities.

Same Day Health Care 

Pharmacy opened in 
Rancho Cordova on Nov. 
15, 2024, to serve as the 
hub for the kiosk sys-
tem. Rancho Murieta was 
selected to receive the first 
kiosk in California, and 
optimism was high.

Over the past year, 
SDHC has become an 
active part of our com-
munity. Representatives 
briefed the Rancho Murieta 
Association, Kiwanis and 
other groups, sponsored 
the Crab Feed, staffed 
information tables outside 
Ace Hardware, offered flu 
shot clinics and explained 
how the kiosk would 
work. Many residents were 
enthusiastic about finally 
having pharmacy services 
return to Rancho Murieta.

As time passed, how-
ever, it became evident that 
the California State Board 
of Pharmacy was moving 
very slowly on the licens-
ing process. Nearly two 
years passed before the 

board finally considered 
the application during its 
April 15, 2026, hearing. In 
my opinion, what occurred 
that day effectively rejected 
not just Rancho Murieta’s 
kiosk, but the entire busi-
ness model.

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t 
Dr. Seung Oh said he 
believed California law 
allows Automatic Patient 
Dispensing Systems only 
in physicians’ offices 
or medical facili t ies. 
During the discussion, 
he remarked that patients 
already had “many other 
avenues” for obtaining 
their medications and said 
the board did not have the 
authority to approve this 
type of device.

I was especially dis-
appointed that neither 
Dr. Oh nor any other 
board member visited the 
multimillion-dollar demon-
stration kiosk that had been 
set up in Elk Grove before 
making their decision.

The final kiss of death, 
in my view, came when 
Dr. Oh said the law would 
need to be “changed or 
clarified” before this con-
cept could move forward. 
That could mean waiting 
three to five years, or per-
haps much longer.

The board later advised 
SDHC and MednRx that 
their application had been 
“withdrawn,” even though 
company officials main-
tain they never withdrew it. 
That proved to be the final 
straw for the company.

The ultimate irony is 
that the pharmacy boards 
in Oregon and Arizona 
have already approved 
the concept. According to 
MednRx, the approval pro-
cess in those states took 
only two months, and the 
kiosk originally planned 
for Rancho Murieta is now 
pending final placement in 
Oregon.

Same Day Health Care 
Pharmacy has closed; 
employees have lost their 
jobs; there will be no tele-
medicine pharmacy kiosk 

in Rancho Murieta or else-
where in California for the 
foreseeable future; and 
millions of dollars already 
invested in the California 
project have been lost.

I hope this summary 
helps to explain what hap-
pened. The issue is much 
more complicated than can 
be covered here, but the 
outcome speaks for itself.

I regret that I was unable 
to help bring this project 
to Rancho Murieta. It was 
a privilege to work with 
everyone involved, and 
I remain convinced that 
telemedicine pharmacy 
kiosks can improve access 
to pharmacy services for 
communities like ours.

Robert Guerin is a 
Rancho Murieta resi-
dent and retired chief of 
medical services for the 
California Army National 
Guard. He volunteered to 
help bring the proposed 
MednRx pharmacy kiosk 
to Rancho Murieta but was 
not employed by MednRx 
or Same Day Health Care 
Pharmacy. � H

Robert Guerin stands outside a prototype pharmacy kiosk that is being demonstrated in Elk 
Grove. Courtesy photos

Robert Guerin sits inside the kiosk talking to a remote 
pharmacist about his medications.

Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District may not be respon-
sible for repairing four 
failed storm drain culverts 
at the Rancho Murieta 
Country Club, based on 
historical records.

The issue dominated 
the July 8 Improvements 
Committee meeting after 
staff uncovered a 1988 
drainage master plan 
map indicating several 
golf course drainage cul-
verts may never have been 
accepted by the district.

The committee also 
briefly discussed the Water 
Vision Subcommittee and 
related topics, but mem-
bers delayed forwarding 
a proposal to the board to 
develop storm drain design 
standards for the district.

Failing Culverts
The investigation began 

after the country club 
reported sinkholes and 
failing culverts on North 
Course holes 14, 17, 8 
and 3, along with South 
Course hole 1, prompting 
district staff to determine 
who owns the aging drain-
age system. Staff’s review 
found the culverts do not 
appear on district maps 
or as-built plans, leading 
employees to search histor-
ical records for evidence of 
ownership.

U t i l i t y  S u p e r v i s o r 
Corey Carskaddon said he 
recently discovered a June 
1988 Storm Drainage and 

Flood Control Master Plan 
showing the drainage facil-
ities were not identified as 
district facilities.

I n t e r i m  G e n e r a l 
Manager Amelia Wilder 
said the district has found 
no permits, inspection 
records or acceptance doc-
uments showing it ever 
assumed ownership of the 
disputed pipes.

Chief Plant Operator 
Travis Bohannon said staff 
does not recommend the 
district assume respon-
sibility for the repairs 
unless ownership can be 
established.

“There is no documen-
tation stating that we’ve 
accepted those in any 
way, shape or form, and 
the cost of repairing those 
is going to be expensive,” 
Bohannon said.

Committee Seeks 
More Information
Both committee mem-

bers praised the staff ’s 
research.

“I’d like to say, first of 
all, thank you to Corey. I 
think you’re doing a great 
job of discovery here,” 
Director Bill Gere said.

Director Randy Jenco 
added, “Great job of dig-
ging this out.”

The directors agreed 
that additional research is 
needed and that the issue 
could ultimately require 
legal review before respon-
sibility for the drainage 
system can be determined.

Gere directed staff to 
invite all interested par-
ties to participate before 
the issue returns to the 
Improvements Committee 
next month.

“We need to find all the 
documents,” Gere said, 
adding that interested 
parties should have an 
opportunity to present any 
records supporting their 
positions before the issue 
reaches the board.

One of those parties 
is Country Club General 
Manager Eric Dutton. 
He attended the meeting 
after being invited by dis-
trict staff and said the club 
would search its own files.

“The records over at the 
Country Club are admit-
tedly atrocious,” Dutton 
said,  explaining that 
decades of construction 
records have not been well 
organized, making it diffi-
cult to locate documents 
that could help determine 
ownership of the drainage 
facilities.

“Just like you guys are 
doing, we are making a lot 
of hard decisions, trying to 
get the most out of the least 
amount of money,” Dutton 
added. “Working together 
is definitely a good thing.”

Dutton said discussions 
should also include the golf 
course owners (the Carol 
Anderson Ward Investment 
Group) because the club is 
the tenant leasing the prop-
erty. During the discussion, 
it was also noted that Jeff 
Pearson already represents 
the golf course owners.

One Sinkhole Poses 
Environmental 

Concerns
The committee also dis-

cussed the sinkhole on the 
South Course’s first fair-
way in more depth.

Unlike the other fail-
ing culverts, this location 

could trigger additional 
environmental monitor-
ing requirements because 
it discharges into the 
Cosumnes River.

C a r s k a d d o n  s a i d 
Caltrans’ original Jackson 
Highway plans from the 
1950s show the area was 
designed as an open drain-
age channel rather than 
a culvert. At some point, 
however, a pipe was 
installed that has since 
failed, but neither Caltrans 
nor the district has docu-
mentation showing who 
made the modification.

Because the culvert dis-
charges into the Cosumnes 
River, staff is determining 
whether it must be added 
to the district’s municipal 
stormwater permit as an 
additional monitored out-
fall, which could increase 
annual monitoring costs.

The committee directed 
staff to continue research-
ing ownership of the 
drainage facilities, work 
with the country club and 
other interested parties to 
gather additional documen-
tation and return with an 
update at its next meeting.

Water Vision Ad Hoc 
Committee

During public com-
ment, Rancho Murieta 
Properties representative 
Jeff Pearson, who is also 
a member of the Water 
Vision Ad Hoc Committee, 
questioned why several 
key water planning issues 
had disappeared from the 
committee’s agenda or 
appeared to have stalled. 
He noted the committee’s 

June meeting ended with 
plans to condense the 
Water Vision Working 
Group matrix and continue 
the discussion in July, but 
no update was scheduled. 
The matrix is a planning 
chart identifying what 
needs to be done, who 
is responsible and when 
each task should be com-
pleted to increase the water 
supply.

Pearson also reminded 
Gere that he had previ-
ously said (in May) he had 
taken it upon himself to 
search for a site for a third 
emergency water storage 
tank, saying Rancho North 
remained willing to dis-
cuss potential locations but 
had not been contacted. He 
also asked for an update on 
questions submitted to the 
district’s water attorney.

Pearson concluded by 
asking Gere to bring him 
up to speed, but received 
no response. Directors 
have a standard practice 
of not responding to issues 
raised during the public 
comment agenda item, but 
they have the option to do 
so.

However, Jenco said he 
shared Pearson’s concerns, 
noting the draft agenda 
had included both a Water 
Vision Working Group 
update and a discussion 
between water consultants 
Lisa Maddaus and Jim 
Farrell on the Integrated 
Water Management Plan 
before both items were 
removed from the final 
agenda.

Wilder said the discus-
sion with Maddaus was 

removed because there was 
no update. A confusing dia-
logue ensued, indicating 
that Wilder and Gere took 
the Water Vision group 
off the agenda because 
no further work had been 
completed on the matrix.

In the director comments 
at the end of the meet-
ing, Jenco said Gere had 
been adamant that any-
thing involved with the 
Water Vision group must 
go through Improvements.  

“It’s got to be an 
agenda item at every 
Improvements Committee 
meeting because it is at the 
top of things that the com-
munity services district 
should be working on, in 
my opinion,” he said.

Storm Drain 
Standards

The  Improvement s 
Committee discussed a 
$19,092 proposal from 
Domenichelli & Associates 
to develop the district’s 
first stormwater quality 
design standards. Engineer 
Joe Domenichelli said 
the standards would give 
developers and district 
staff clear guidance for 
complying with state MS4 
stormwater regulations 
while limiting acceptable 
design options to systems 
suited to Rancho Murieta 
and practical for the dis-
trict to maintain, rather 
than relying on the much 
broader Sacramento and 
Placer County standards. 
The committee decided to 
review the proposal again 
at the next meeting before 
sending it to the board. � H

CSD Questions 
Ownership of Golf 

Course Storm Drains

Interim General 
Manager Amelia 
Wilder uses a 
1988 drainage 
map to point 
o u t  f a i l i n g 
culverts on the 
go l f  courses 
d u r i n g  t h e 
Rancho Murieta 
Community 
Services District 
Improvements 
Committee on 
July 8.
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until every customer was 
safely back online. To our 
residents and businesses: 
Thank you sincerely 
for your patience as we 
worked through this. We 
took it very seriously, and 
we remain committed to 
earning your trust every 
day.

RV T:  W h e n  d i d 
Greenfield determine the 
outage was caused by a 
distributed denial-of-ser-
vice (DDoS) attack?

Powers: Our network 
monitoring identified the 
traffic pattern as a DDoS 
attack within minutes of 
the outage beginning on 
Sunday afternoon. While 
the type of attack was 
identified quickly, safely 
mitigating it and rebuilding 
the affected infrastructure 
took until Tuesday after-
noon, when service was 
fully restored.

RVT: Without revealing 
security-sensitive infor-
mation, can you clarify 
whether Greenfield was 
the intended target of the 
attack and what role, if 
any, upstream providers 
played?

Powers: This is one 
area we’re not able to dis-
cuss in detail. Our network 

architecture, the providers 
we rely on and how traffic 
moves through our infra-
structure are proprietary 
and security-sensitive. 
Rather than provide a par-
tial explanation that could 
mislead or oversimplify a 
complex technical issue, 
we’d rather decline to 
comment further.

RVT: Looking back, 
should customers have 
received earlier updates, 
even if technical details 
couldn’t yet be shared?

Powers: Looking back, 
yes. We believe an earlier 
acknowledgment that we 
were aware of the prob-
lem and actively working 
on it could have reduced 
customer frustration with-
out compromising the 
guidance we received 
from the FBI and indus-
try security experts. That’s 
a change we’re already 
implementing in our inci-
den t  communica t ion 
procedures.

RVT: Some residents 
believed the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District regained 
internet service before 
most residential customers. 
Why was that?

P o w e r s :  T h e 
Communi ty  Serv ices 

District was not restored 
ahead of residential cus-
tomers, and no customer 
type received preferen-
tial treatment. Service 
returned in stages as seg-
ments of the network came 
back online under new 
network addresses. The 
order reflected the techni-
cal rollout, not whether the 
customer was residential, 
business or governmental.

RVT: Was assigning 
new IP addresses part of 
Greenfield’s normal inci-
dent response plan?

Powers: Reassigning 
network addresses is a 
standard industry tool used 
to recover from this type of 
attack quickly and safely. 
While the approach itself 
is common, the specific 
implementation was tai-
lored to the circumstances 
Greenfield encountered 
during this incident.

RVT: Has Greenfield 
made changes to reduce 
the likelihood or impact of 
a similar outage?

Powers: We continu-
ally review our exposure 
to external threats and our 
response procedures, but 
we can’t publicly discuss 
specific technical or archi-
tectural changes because of 
security considerations. �H

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA,  CA 
(MPG) - A growing back-
log of partially treated 
wastewater became the 
biggest issue at the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District’s July 14 
board meeting after Interim 
Operations Manager and 
Chief Plant Operator 
Travis Bohannon warned 
the district is racing to 
eliminate it before the 
rainy season arrives.

If heavy rains arrive 
before the backlog is elim-
inated, partially treated 
wastewater could spill into 
the Cosumnes River: a cat-
astrophic scenario for the 
district.

The district has about 
30 million gallons more 
partially treated waste-
water in its storage ponds 
than it did at the same 
time last year, Bohannon 
reported. The water has 
already undergone primary 
and secondary treatment, 
meaning it is no longer 
raw sewage, but it has not 
yet received tertiary treat-
ment, the final process that 
produces reclaimed water 
suitable for irrigation.

Delayed Project, 
Pump Failure Create 

Backlog
Bohannon said the dis-

trict is still dealing with the 
effects of a delayed 2025 

conversion of the tertiary 
treatment plant from chlo-
rine to bleach. The project 
took about two months 
longer than expected, 
leaving the plant out of 
service while wastewa-
ter continued flowing into 
the storage ponds but no 
reclaimed water was pro-
duced. As a result, the 
district entered this year’s 
irrigation season roughly 
two months behind. He 
said a mechanical failure 
in one of the plant’s major 
pumps this season has pre-
vented the district from 
making up that lost ground.

The damaged pump 
experienced mechani-
cal problems after it was 
placed back into service 
this season. Although it 
had operated normally last 
year, a component failed, 
reducing its output from 
about 700 gallons per 

minute to roughly 520 gal-
lons per minute.

“We are at max capac-
ity on pumping out,” 
Bohannon told the board. 
“We’re by no means out of 
danger.”

Because the district 
depends on the pump 
throughout the irriga-
tion season, it cannot be 
removed for repairs until 
pumping ends this fall. In 
the meantime, Bohannon 
said the district’s mechanic 
has done everything possi-
ble to keep it operating.

“He kind of twisted it 
a little bit, applied some 
more tape to the Band-
Aid,” Bohannon said, 
describing the temporary 
repairs that have kept the 
pump running at about 
75% capacity until it can 
be pulled from service.

The district uses tertia-
ry-treated reclaimed water 

to irrigate the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club, 
where it is stored in ponds 
before being used on the 
golf course. It also disposes 
of additional reclaimed 
water through a pipeline 
to the Van Vleck Ranch 
across Highway 16 from 
Rancho Murieta South. At 
Van Vleck, the water must 
soak into the ground before 
additional reclaimed water 
can be released, limiting 
how quickly the district 
can reduce the backlog.

Race Against Winter
Bohannon warned that 

the district is also working 
against the calendar.

The district’s wastewater 
permit allows tertiary treat-
ment to continue through 
the end of November 
unless rainfall arrives first. 
Once the rainy season 
begins, the country club 

no longer needs reclaimed 
water for irrigation, elim-
inating the distr ict’s 
primary disposal outlet.

Coupled with forecasts 
for a potentially strong El 
Niño, an early rainy season 
could significantly shorten 
the district’s remaining 
treatment window.

Director Tim Maybee 
said the district should 
begin contingency plan-
ning immediately rather 
than waiting until fall and 
recommended the issue be 
placed on the agenda for 
the next Improvements 
Committee meeting.

“I’d rather have this dis-
cussion at that level, and 
then if we have to finance 
something, let’s start that 
process versus we’re in 
October,” Maybee said. 
The board agreed the 
committee should begin 
evaluating options.

One option discussed 
was trucking the partially 
treated wastewater to the 
Sacramento Regional 
County Sanitation District.

After  the meet ing, 
Bohannon said that effort 
would likely require about 
10 tanker truck trips a day, 
five days a week, moving 
approximately 50,000 gal-
lons each day, or 250,000 
gallons per week. Even at 
that pace, he said, the dis-
trict would have to begin 
hauling immediately and 
continue through the end 
of the pumping season just 
to eliminate the current 

30-million-gallon surplus.
“The  ques t ion  i s , 

how soon do we start?” 
Bohannon said, noting the 
district must balance the 
substantial cost of trucking 
against the risk of waiting 
too long if early rains cur-
tail the disposal season.

Board President John 
Merchant  also asked 
Bohannon to determine 
the cost and availability 
of replacing the damaged 
pump rather than simply 
repairing it. Bohannon cau-
tioned that pumps of that 
size are specialized equip-
ment that typically are not 
stocked and could require 
a significant lead time to 
obtain.

After  the meet ing, 
Merchant said his concern 
is rooted in experience. 
He recalled that in 2006 
the district released tertia-
ry-treated reclaimed water 
into the Cosumnes River, 
violating its discharge 
permit. 

Although the water had 
received the highest level 
of treatment and was suit-
able for irrigation, the 
district still incurred about 
$250,000 in fines and ulti-
mately was required to 
make roughly $1 million in 
improvements to its waste-
water system.

Merchant said that his-
tory illustrates why the 
district is trying to stay 
ahead of the current prob-
lem before winter weather 
limits its options. � H

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.0%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Concerts
Dining  ClassesCrafts

 Festivals Theater Cultural

Support Groups
Fitness

Gatherings
Expos

Museums Clubs
Groups Spiritual 

There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
Waiting to be discovered at

therivervalleytimes.com/calendar

Wastewater Backlog Sparks Concern at CSD Meeting

The Rancho Murieta Community Services District uses its tertiary treatment plant to transform 
partially treated wastewater into reclaimed water suitable for irrigation. Courtesy photo

Greenfield CEO Answers Outage Questions
Continued from page 1

Story and photo by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Gold 
Rush Classic Celebrity Pro-Am Golf 
Tournament will return to Rancho Murieta 
Country Club for its seventh year on 
Aug. 6-7, featuring a day of golf, celeb-
rity events and a public concert benefiting 
charities.

The highlight for many local residents 
will be the “Stars & Guitars” concert fea-
turing The Cripple Creek Band at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 7. The concert is open to 
the public. Tickets are $30. For tickets, 

contact Beth at 530-370-3416.
The two-day event also includes a $1 

million hole-in-one contest, a celebrity 
skins challenge and a celebrity draft party 
before Friday's tournament. 

Funds raised benefit Jordan’s Guardian 
Angels, Make-A-Wish, 1st Tee of 
Sacramento, Rancho Murieta youth sports 
and other community programs and chil-
dren’s charities.

For sponsorship opportunities, team reg-
istration and additional information, visit 
goldrushclassic.org or contact John Jacobs 
at 916-806-0939 or johnj@goldrushclas-
sic.org. � H

Gold Rush Classic 
Returns for Seventh Year

Cripple Creek is shown performing at an ETC Concert in 2025. The popular band will perform 
for the tournament’s Stars & Guitars Concert at the country club, which is open to the public 
on Aug. 7.
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Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

July 2
5:46 p.m., During a patrol of Granlees 

Dam, Patrol observed two male juveniles 
fishing on District property. Both subjects 
were advised that fishing is prohibited 
on District property and were directed to 
leave the area. Subjects complied without 
incident. 

7:14 p.m., During a routine patrol of 
Lake Joaquin, Patrol located a guest vehi-
cle parked on Lago Drive near the lake 
spillway. Three male adults were fishing 
nearby without a resident escort, in vio-
lation of RMA guest access rules. Patrol 
contacted the subjects, advised them of 
the violation, and directed them to leave 
the area. The subjects complied without 
incident. 

8:46 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 
of subjects swimming in Chesbro Lake. 
Upon arrival, Patrol observed one male 
adult swimming and two additional sub-
jects fishing from the shoreline. Patrol 
contacted the group and directed the 
swimmer to exit the water immediately 
due to RMA rule violations. The sub-
ject complied without incident. Citations 
issued.

July 3
10:36 p.m., During a routine patrol of 

Gazebo Park, Patrol observed four juve-
nile males in the park after posted hours. 
Patrol contacted the group, advised them 
the park was closed, and directed them 
to leave the area. The subjects complied 
without incident.

July 4
1:58 a.m., Patrol responded to a noise 

complaint at De La Cruz Drive. Multiple 
vehicles were parked at the residence, and 
faint music was heard coming from the 
backyard. Patrol contacted the resident, 
who agreed to turn the music off. Patrol 
confirmed the music had ceased, remained 
in the area briefly, and observed no further 
disturbances.

6:28 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 
of two heavily intoxicated juvenile 
females, reportedly unconscious and vom-
iting at North Beach. Upon arrival, Patrol 

was unable to locate the subjects. 
6:29 p.m., While near Stonehouse Park, 

Patrol was flagged down by a resident 
reporting her cellular phone had been sto-
len at North Beach. The resident advised 
she was tracking

the phone using a friend's device. Before 
further action was required, an unknown 
individual returned the phone to the resi-
dent's home. The reporting party regained 
possession of the phone.

7:51 p.m., Patrol responded to a 
report of minors consuming alcohol at 
Stonehouse Park. The reporting party 
advised the subjects were associated with 
a gray Honda sedan and a white Toyota 
pickup. Upon Patrol’s arrival, both vehi-
cles had already left the area.

July 5
12:44 a.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of a loud party with attendees obstructing 
traffic in the roadway. Upon arrival, Patrol 
observed approximately 20 juveniles par-
tially blocking traffic. Patrol contacted 
the group and directed them to move the 
gathering onto the property. The group 
complied without incident. 

3:18 a.m., Patrol and a compliance 
officer responded to reports of illegal fire-
works near the 14th Hole at Anillo Drive 
and Guadalupe Drive. Upon arrival, two 
juveniles fled toward the backyard of 
Guadalupe Drive. While Patrol attempted 
to investigate, occupants of the residence 
ordered Patrol and the compliance officer 
to leave the property. A red laser pointer 
was directed at both officers from the 
residence.

As Patrol returned to its vehicles, an 
adult male confronted them while visi-
bly brandishing a firearm. Patrol safely 
withdrew from the area and notified 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Dispatch. 
Dispatch advised deputies were committed 
to a priority call and would respond when 
available, and instructed Patrol to clear the 
area. No deputy response occurred prior to 
Patrol clearing the call at 3:30 a.m..

6:17 p.m., During a routine patrol of 
Granlees Dam, Patrol contacted four male 
juveniles trespassing on District property. 
The subjects were determined to be non-
residents without a resident escort. Patrol 
directed the group to leave the area imme-
diately. The subjects complied and walked 
toward the Clementia levee to meet a 
resident. 

6:21 p.m., Patrol responded to a delayed 

report of a hit-and-run collision. The res-
ident of Pescado Circle reported a golf 
cart struck the passenger-side mirror of 
a parked vehicle, causing minor damage, 
before leaving the area eastbound on Lago 
Drive toward Pera Drive. The resident was 
unable to provide identifying information 
for the golf cart or operator.

July 6
10:18 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of subjects fishing at the Lake Joaquin 
spillway after posted hours. Upon arrival, 
Patrol observed a golf cart occupied by 
three subjects fishing near the spillway. 
The group departed upon seeing Patrol 
and left the area without further incident.

July 7
12:45 p.m., Security Supervisor Arino 

responded to a welfare check at Carmella 
Circle after the reporting party advised 
there had been no activity at the residence 
for several days. Upon arrival, the resi-
dence appeared secure, with a disabled 
vehicle parked in the driveway. Contact 
was made with the resident, who con-
firmed she was in good health and did not 
require assistance. The reporting party was 
notified of the results.

4:36 p.m., Patrol responded to a gate 
arm collision at the South Gate involv-
ing the inner resident lane. The driver, 
identified as resident of Callaway Drive, 
remained on scene and provided a valid 
driver’s license and insurance information.

The driver stated the gate arm was open 
as he approached and began to close as he 
proceeded through the lane, striking the 
hood of his vehicle. A review of gate cam-
era footage determined the driver closely 
followed another vehicle through the gate 
without allowing the gate arm to complete 
its operating cycle. As the gate arm closed 
behind the lead vehicle, it struck the fol-
lowing vehicle. The vehicle sustained 
minor scratches to the hood. Patrol pro-
vided the driver with the incident report 
number for insurance purposes.

July 8
6:32 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of two juvenile males jumping from the 
Jackson Road Bridge into the Cosumnes 
River. Upon arrival, patrol contacted two 
non-resident juveniles on the bridge and 
advised them of the county ordinance pro-
hibiting bridge jumping. The juveniles 
complied and exited the bridge without 

incident. During the contact, it was deter-
mined they were visiting the river for 
recreational purposes and were unable to 
provide the required daily river pass. The 
juveniles were directed to leave the area 
and complied without further incident. 

7:13 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 
of multiple subjects trespassing on 
Rancho Murieta property while access-
ing the Cosumnes River. Patrol located 
two vehicles associated with the group 
and contacted individuals fishing within 
Rancho Murieta property. The subjects 
were advised they were trespassing and 
directed to leave the area. Patrol also con-
tacted an additional group of three at the 
Cosumnes River Park who were unable to 
provide the required daily river passes. All 
subjects complied with patrol's instruc-
tions and left the area without incident. 

July 9
8:09 p.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of a golf cart striking the North Gate far 
resident lane gate arm. Upon arrival, 
Patrol contacted the driver, who stated she 
stopped at the gate after realizing her golf 
cart did not have a barcode. Due to a vehi-
cle stopped behind her, she attempted to 
motion the following driver to reverse. As 
the gate cycled, she proceeded forward 
and slowly contacted the closing gate arm. 
The driver reported no injuries or damage 
to the golf cart.

July 10
1:13 a.m., Patrol responded to a barking 

dog complaint. Dispatch contacted the res-
ident, who advised they were away from 
home and would arrange for someone to 
bring the dog inside. Patrol cleared the call 
without further incident.

10:58 p.m., RP reported a blue Ford 
Explorer parked near Granlees Dam with 
concern the occupant intended to camp in 
the area. Patrol responded and conducted 
an area check but was unable to locate the 
vehicle or any associated subjects. 

July 14
7:13 p.m., Patrol responded to reports 

of a large group trespassing near the 
Yellow Bridge and County Bridge. Two 
SUVs were located parked in a posted No 
Parking zone. Patrol contacted two sepa-
rate groups along the river, advised them 
they were trespassing on Rancho Murieta 
property, and directed them to leave. Both 
groups complied without incident. � H

SECURITY LOGS
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Corvette Club Plans Memorial 
Poker Run Fundraiser

The Rancho Murieta Corvette Club 
will host the Jerry McDonald Memorial 
Poker Run on Sept. 26 to raise money 
for its annual Thanksgiving Dinner proj-
ect, which provides holiday meals to 
families in the River Valley area of south 
Sacramento County. Named in honor of 
longtime club member and past presi-
dent Jerry McDonald, who died in 2024, 
the event is open to all makes and models 
of vehicles, including sports cars, sedans, 
SUVs and trucks.

Participants will follow a scenic route 
through the foothills and lower Sierra, 
stopping at five locations to collect play-
ing cards in hopes of building the best 
poker hand. The drive concludes with a 
no-host lunch at Castle Oaks Golf Club, 
where prizes will be awarded. Written 
directions will be provided. The $30 entry 
fee includes two poker hands: one for the 
driver and one for the navigator. 

Registration is due by Sept. 12. Entry 
forms are available by emailing pcargts@
yahoo.com. Completed forms, along 
with a check payable to Rancho Murieta 
Corvettes, should be mailed to the address 
listed on the form.

Blood Drive  
Slated July 27

Vitalant will hold its next Rancho 
Murieta Community Blood Drive from 
noon to 6 p.m. Monday, July 27 at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 14673 
Cantova Way. The event is sponsored by 
the Rancho Murieta Women’s Club and 
the Knights of Columbus. 

Appointments can be made online at 
donors.vitalant.org using blood drive code 
SMFM053 or by calling Vitalant at 877-
258-4825. Walk-ins will be accepted as 
space permits. Donors will receive a cou-
pon for 10% off a purchase from Yogurt 
Pop and will be entered into a drawing 
for a $50 Yogurt Pop gift card donated by 

Carole Thames with Town and Country 
Real Estate. Donors will also be entered 
into a drawing for a $50 credit for the 
Murieta Inn & Cupola Spa donated by the 
Murieta Inn. 

Eat well and drink plenty of water 
before donating, and bring a photo ID. For 
eligibility questions, call 877-258-4825 or 
visit vitalant.org. One donation can save 
more than one life; there’s no substitute 
for volunteer blood donors.

CSD Announces Openings  
for Four Board Seats

Rancho Murieta residents will elect 
four directors to the Rancho Murieta 
Community Services District Board in 
November. Residents interested in serving 
their community are encouraged to run for 
office. The candidate filing period opens 
July 13 and closes Aug. 7. 

Nomination papers are available from 
the Sacramento County Voter Registration 
and Elections Office, 7000 65th St., Suite 

A, Sacramento. Additional information 
is available from the Sacramento County 
Voter Registration and Elections Office 
website.

RMCC Plans  
Car & Art Show July 25

The Rancho Murieta Country Club will 
host a Car & Art Show on July 25 featur-
ing collector vehicles, local artists, live 
music and dining. The event begins with 
no-host cocktails, a car show and an art 
walk on the 18th Fairway from 3 to 5 p.m. 
A barbecue buffet will be served at 6 p.m., 
followed by a performance by the Engine 
4 Band on the Terrace Patio at 7 p.m. 

The buffet dinner and concert pack-
age is $30. Concert-only admission is $5 
for club members and $25 for nonmem-
bers. Vehicle and artist/crafter entries are 
$10. For more information, contact club.
office@ranchomurietacc.com or call 
916-354-3416. Vendors may call 916-354-
3421.� H

Advertise in 

your local 

community 
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Call (916) 685-5533

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
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Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction
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Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
 G

ro
ve

 B
lvd

 - 
Flo

rin
 R

d

99

8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

MAC Industries
DIRT WORK

•Excavations •Utility Trenching •Foundations-All types
•Laser Grading & Dozer work •Driveways •Building

Pads •Drainage-All Types
•Field Mowing / Firebreaks •Flail •Bushog

•Septic   System Installation •Drilling •Foundations
•Post •Tree holes •Trenching •Irrigation

•Drainage •Rototilling •Disking
License #919198 & Insured

Michael- 916-747-9667                  Bill- 916-869-1019

Roofing

Automotive

Tractor Work

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

Home Improvement

Rain Gutters

Visit: mpg8.com

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

3DR  
CONCRETE

All your  
concrete needs. 
Bobcat services, 
driveway repair. 
Comm. & Res. 
Lic. # 968987  

Insured 
(209) 570-7304

YYAARRDD  CCLLEEAANNUUPP  &&  
DDEECCOORRAATTIIVVEE  RROOCCKK

Spring one-time cleanup 
pruning. Also bark, 
weed control, sod, 
seed, hauling, etc. 

Mobile homes, 
commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.
916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

Landscaping

Visit: mpg8.com

Landscaping

l New Roof Installation
l Roof Repairs
l Roof Maintenance
l Roof Leak Repairs
l Roof Moss Removal
l Commercial Roofing  
   Repairs

l Commercial Roof  
   Installations
l Seamless Gutters  
   and Downspouts 
l Lifetime Gutter Guard 
   Screen Installation

916-900-ROOF (7663)

LIC# 1039405 LICENSED, BONDED  
& FULLY INSURED

Trusted Roofing Experts with 
Over 30 Years of Experience  

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

FREE ESTIMATES

(916) 428-7000 (916) 685-6917(916) 428-7000
AD PROOF

Issue:
Zone: Pocket/Land Park       Natomas         Elk Grove 

Amount Due: 

ALL SPELLING IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL ADDRESSES ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL COPY IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

OK NO CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement AS-IS and 
approval is given for publishing.

OK PENDING CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED 
and approval is given for publishing of corrected material.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!  
Please check all copy carefully and initial each space.

X
Signature Date

Our Neighborhood Shopper, The Natomas Shopper, and Elk Grove Laguna Shopper  
are not responsible for errors not indicated on this proof sheet.

Approval or Request for Changes 
must be received by  

Please complete the following and return
by fax (916) 685-0271 or call (916) 685-6917

NOTES:

NO

Please Note: This courtesy ad proof is provided at no charge.  Additional changes requiring a second proof may result in an extra charge.

ALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIR
Interior/Exterior Remodel, 
Improvements and Repair
Quality Work Guaranteed

• Bathrooms • Kitchens • Electrical • Plumbing
• Fencing • Fans • Decks • Doors • Windows • Tile
• Baseboards • Sheetrock • Dry Rot • Texture 
• Lighting  • Sprinkler Repair • Framing and More

AFFORDABLERATES!

Give Us a Call We Are 
More Affordable Than All!   

916-287-6164

CSLB#11349817
Insured and Bonded

REFERRALS AVAILABLE

FREE FREE 
EstimatesEstimates

Home Improvement

Landscaping

l ROOF REPAIRS
l DRY ROT
l RAIN BARRELS

l SIDING
l WATER DRAINAGE
l PAINTING

LIC# 410035

Make the last time you cleaned your gutters  
the last time you clean your gutters.

Paul Clark 
916.753.7463 Cell www.pmcgutterman.com 

paulmclark49@gmail.com

Free Estimates. Quality Roofing Built on Trust.  
Delivers dependable service and lasting results.  

We use premium materials and meticulous craftsmanship 
to ensure every job stands the test of time.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING 
   OWNER OPERATED    44 Years in Business

License # 407605          BBB Credited A+ Rating

EL NINO IS COMING.  
IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED?
A small leak today can become 
expensive tomorrow. Let our  
company inspect your roof and  
keep your home protected through  
the rainy season.
l July Specials: FREE Solar attic fan installed on new roof
l $2500 gutter guard installed on most homes (call for 
quote)

Jim at 916-531-2793  
or call Mike Moylen  
at 209-894-6605

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 

RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT  WE SUPPORT  
FIRST RESPONDERSFIRST RESPONDERS

WE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERSWE SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group
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TheRiverValleyTimes.com

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank

Thank
Thank

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY
A VeteranA Veteran

TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

A VeteranA Veteran
TODAYTODAY

Thank A Veteran TodayA Veteran Today
Thank A Veteran TodayThank A Veteran Today
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!
Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551 

 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!
River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group
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SCAN HERE

OR VISIT CAESARS REWARDS®

Upcoming Promotions

slot machines

table games

dining

DRAWING

ETC Founder Honored as Billy Joel-Elton John Tribute Rocks Amphitheater
Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Before Entertainment, 
Theater & Culture for 
Rancho Murieta (ETC) 
transported concertgoers 
back to the era of Billy Joel 
and Elton John on July 11, 
it honored a resident whose 
vision helped to make eve-
nings like this possible.

ETC Vice President Jane 
Rosetta asked founder 
Erin Reed to stand as 
she attended what would 
be her final ETC con-
cert before moving to 
Arizona. Rosetta credited 
Reed and fellow founder 
Michael Jones with creat-
ing the organization that 
has brought summer con-
certs to the Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater for nearly a 
quarter century.

“Let's give her a round 
of applause,” Rosetta said. 
“None of us would be here 
tonight, Erin. One thou-
sand people are all here 
because of you having that 
beautiful vision 25 years 
ago.”

Rosetta said Reed and 
Jones founded ETC in 
2001, recruited volunteers 
and sponsors, set up a non-
profit and launched the first 
amphitheater events the 
following year.

The tribute was followed 
by another journey into 
the past as Kenny Metcalf, 
portraying Elton John, and 
Adam Shapiro, portray-
ing Billy Joel, re-created 
the legendary Face to Face 
concerts of the 1990s.

Audience Becomes 
Part of Show

It didn’t take long for the 

audience to become part of 
the performance.

The youngest  fans 
claimed the dance floor 
first. While many adults 
remained on blankets and 
lawn chairs, little children 
danced with their parents 
near the stage or happily 
twirled on their own as the 
music began. During one 
song, Shapiro leaned over 
the edge of the stage to 
bump fists with a little girl 
held high in her mother’s 
arms, drawing smiles from 
nearby concertgoers.

Soon, the dance floor 
filled with residents of all 

ages, dancing, clapping 
and singing nearly every 
word. Audience members 
continued singing even 
after the musicians stopped 
playing.

Several dozen residents 
embraced Elton John’s 
flamboyant style, arriving 
in oversized glasses, glit-
tering jackets, sequined 
tops and flashy jewelry. 
About a dozen teenagers 
– who weren’t even born 
when Billy Joel and Elton 
John were filling arenas 
– sang along and danced 
with the same enthusiasm 
as longtime fans.

The band rolled through 
signature hits includ-
ing “Bennie and the Jets,” 
“Rocket Man,” “Tiny 
Dancer,” “Movin’ Out” 
and “Piano Man,” with 
nearly every song becom-
ing a crowd sing-along.

Throughout the evening, 
Metcalf and Shapiro joked 
with concertgoers, encour-
aged them to dance and 
sing along, and fed off the 
audience’s enthusiasm.

Encore Caps 
Memorable Evening

By the end of the sched-
uled concert, the audience 

wasn’t ready for the night 
to end.

ETC President JT Turner 
announced the band had 
agreed to perform two 
encore songs. During 
the finale, backup singer 
Stephanie Kirscher stepped 
off the stage and sang 
among the audience as 
excitement built toward an 
over-the-top rendition of 
“Saturday Night’s Alright 
for Fighting.”

The dance floor erupted 
as audience members 
sang at the top of their 
lungs, danced shoulder to 
shoulder and clapped in 
rhythm while the perform-
ers matched the crowd’s 
energy.

By the final notes, lit-
tle children dancing with 
their parents, teenagers dis-
covering the music for the 
first time, and adults who 
remembered Billy Joel and 
Elton John in their heyday 
were all singing and danc-
ing together.

“The crowd was over the 
top, totally having a great 
time,” Metcalf said after 
the concert. “We loved per-
forming here and hope to 
come back.”

Shapiro agreed.
“It was a huge crowd, 

loud,” he said. “Most 
audiences you have to 

challenge to get them 
going. Not here. They 
had fantastic energy and 
wanted more.”

After performing for 
nearly 100 minutes with 
so much energy radiating 
from the crowd, Shapiro 
said he felt like “like I’m 
melting like a chocolate 
bar.”

Pre-Concert Program
Before the concert, 

Murieta Dance Company 
competitive dancer Gemma 
Neuman performed a 
lyrical solo to “What a 
Wonderful World.”

Turner also recognized 
longtime title sponsor 
Karen Hoberg, who praised 
ETC’s volunteers.

“What ETC and what 
they do for the community 
is priceless,” Hoberg said. 
“I think all of us should be 
appreciative of all the hard 
work that the members and 
these volunteers do.”

The pre-concert festivi-
ties also included sponsor 
recognition, birthday cel-
ebrations, a volunteer gift 
basket giveaway and 
Turner launching ETC 
fleece blankets into the 
audience with a T-shirt 
cannon. 

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com� H

Billy Joel tribute artist Adam Shapiro, right, and Elton John tribute artist Kenny Metcalf bring 
the legendary Face to Face concerts to life during Entertainment, Theater & Culture for Rancho 
Murieta's July 11 concert at Lake Clementia Amphitheater. 

ETC founder Erin Reed receives applause after being 
recognized before what will be her final concert before she 
moves to Arizona. 

Concertgoers embrace Elton John's flamboyant 
fashion with colorful glasses, glitter and bright 
costumes as they dance to the music. 

Murieta Dance Company competitive 
dancer Jema Neuman performs a lyrical 
solo to “What a Wonderful World” before 
the concert begins. 


