
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Pine 
Fire, which broke out on Gazebo Hill 
behind Murieta Plaza on Thursday, 
July 30, burned about one-quarter 
acre before firefighters quickly extin-
guished it.

The fire was reported at 8:33 p.m. 

with a dispatch location of Jackson 
Highway and Lone Pine Drive. The 
blaze spread uphill across the steep, 
grass-covered hillside behind Murieta 
Plaza. Firefighters accessed the blaze 
from Lone Pine Drive across the road 
from the Murieta Equestrian Center.

CAL FIRE Battalion Chief 
Josh Vickers said Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire District and CAL 

FIRE responded to the blaze, which 
burned about one-quarter acre of 
grass. Gazebo Hill is within CAL 
FIRE’s State Responsibility Area.

“It was a quick, quick knockdown 
of the fire,” Vickers said. “There is a 
suspicion of fireworks, but the cause 
remains undetermined and is being 
investigated by Cal Fire Prevention.”

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Cowboy 
hats and boots, denim outfits, and 
plenty of sparkle set the tone as a 
record 139 women turned out for the 
Rancho Murieta Women’s Club’s 

Denim & Diamonds Ladies’ Nite 
Out on July 22.

The Murieta Room at the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club echoed 
with country music, line dancing 
and enough enthusiasm that many 
attendees urged organizers to make 
the event a regular tradition.

The club replaced its traditional 

daytime luncheon with an evening 
event to attract women who work 
during the day and charged the same 
$35 admission for members and 
nonmembers to encourage newcom-
ers to experience the organization.

“We had one and a half times 
more non-members than members,” 
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Denim & Diamonds Draws Record Crowd

Women’s Club President Bonnie Kirschman leads a line-dancing lesson during the Rancho Murieta Women’s Club’s Denim & 
Diamonds Ladies’ Nite Out on July 22 at the Rancho Murieta Country Club

Pine Fire Behind Murieta 
Plaza Quickly Contained

Flames climb the steep, grass-covered slope on Gazebo Hill behind Murieta Plaza after the Pine Fire broke out Thursday evening, 
July 30. Photo courtesy of Nancy Clevenger

Zeta Restores 
Broadband 

Service, Refuses 
to Pay Extortion 
for Cyberattack

Rancho Murieta-based Zeta 
Broadband restores service 
about 12 hours after a July 
19 cyberattack. Courtesy 
photo

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Zeta Broadband restored 
internet service to its cus-
tomers within about 12 
hours after a massive 
cyberattack accompanied 
by an extortion demand 
knocked its California net-
work offline July 19.

The Rancho Murieta-
based internet provider 
refused to pay the demand 
and ultimately turned to a 
specialized cloud service to 
block the attack and restore 
service. Zeta described 
the incident as the largest 
cyberattack in the compa-
ny’s history.

Zeta was not the only 
internet provider tar-
geted. President and CEO 
William Burnett told the 
River Valley Times that 
information available to 
the company indicates sev-
eral regional providers 
were hit by the same cam-
paign, including Greenfield 
Communications, whose 
outage had disrupted inter-
net service in Rancho 
Murieta just one week 
earlier.

“I do not have first-
hand access to Greenfield’s 
technical data,” Burnett 
said. “However, based on 
its public statements and 
information shared through 
industry contacts, Zeta 
and Greenfield were not 
the only regional provid-
ers targeted by this type of 
attack.”

Burnett said the avail-
able information indicates 
the incidents were part 
of the same campaign. 
Both began on a Sunday, 
involved identical extor-
tion communications and 
used large-scale, volu-
metric “carpet-bomb” 
distributed denial-of-ser-
vice, or DDoS, attacks that 
spread malicious traffic 
across broad ranges of net-
work addresses.

Burnett said he could 
not compare the technical 
details of the two com-
panies’ outages because 
he did not have access to 
Greenfield’s technical data. 
What he could speak to, he 
said, was Zeta’s response.

Zeta initially tried to fil-
ter the attack locally and 
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Women’s Club President 
Bonnie Kirschman said.

The turnout more than 
doubled attendance at pre-
vious Ladies' Nite Out 
events, which had never 
attracted more than about 
70 participants.

When regis t ra t ions 
reached 139, organizers 
had to rethink the layout of 
the Murieta Room, accord-
ing to Kirschman. They 
moved the taco buffet into 
the country club’s board-
room, added as many 
dining tables as possi-
ble in the adjacent Terrace 
Lounge, and pushed all of 
the tables in the Murieta 
Room to the sides to create 
the largest possible dance 
area. Even so, the portable 
dance floor laid over the 
carpet wasn’t large enough 
to accommodate every-
one, and many participants 
happily danced on the sur-
rounding carpet.

The evening featured 
line dancing lessons, a taco 
bar buffet, a silent auc-
tion, a door prize and live 
entertainment.

Before the fest ivi -
ties got underway, Vice 
President Toni Anania 
invited members to volun-
teer or serve as models for 
the Women’s Club’s Sept. 
23 Fall Fashion Show lun-
cheon. Kirschman also 
encouraged attendees to 
mark their calendars for 
the club’s Dec. 2 Holiday 
Luncheon, which will fea-
ture High Voltage, a youth 
performance group from El 
Dorado Musical Theatre.

The s i lent  auct ion 
featured decorative cow-
boy-hat  centerp ieces 
created by Vickie Joyner 
and Barbara Simas. The 
handcrafted centerpieces 
proved so popular that 
all but one sold, raising 

additional funds for the 
club. Kirschman then 
awarded a gift certificate 
to the spa at the Rancho 
Murieta Inn as the eve-
ning’s grand door prize.

Kirschman next took the 
stage to teach two dances. 
She began with a four-wall 
dance, leading participants 
through grapevines, heel 
flicks, hitch steps and rock-
ing-chair moves before 
putting the choreography to 
music. The group danced 
to “Heads Carolina, Tails 
California,” then learned 
a second routine featuring 
several cha-cha steps set to 
“Choosin’ Texas.”

Af te r  the  lessons , 
Kirschman announced 
the taco buffet, inviting 
guests to the serving line 
table by table. As women 
filled their plates and set-
tled in for dinner, longtime 
Rancho Murieta entertainer 
Jerry Lopes took the stage, 
opening with the country 
classic “All My Ex’s Live 
in Texas.” He followed 

with a mix of country 
favorites and classic songs, 
providing live entertain-
ment throughout the meal.

Lopes later switched 
from singer to DJ, keep-
ing the energy high with 
line-dancing favorites. The 
dance floor quickly filled 
again, and when he played 
the “Cupid Shuffle,” one of 
the night’s largest groups 
of dancers rushed onto 

the floor. So many women 
joined in that many spilled 
off the portable dance floor 
and continued dancing on 
the surrounding carpet.

Kirschman said the 
enthusiast ic  response 
exceeded organizers’ 
expectations. 

“A lot of them were say-
ing, ‘You need to do this 
every month,’” she said. 
“They all seemed to have a 

great time. I think we’ll be 
doing that one again.”

Participant Candy Hearn 
agreed. 

“This was an event for 
all ages. Everyone seemed 
to be really enjoying them-
selves. The food, music 
and lessons added to the 

fun,” she said. “Thanks 
to the Women’s Club for 
sponsoring the event. I 
would like to see more 
events like this in the 
future.”

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.

Karen is a Presidential Award 

Holder with the Masters Club of 

the Sacramento Association of 

Realtors for over 39 years. 

This is the most prestigious 

award given.

Thank you to all of our 
clients in 2025 for another 

successful year.

BRE #00670687

rmhl.acceleragent.net  •  7281 Lone Pine Drive, Suite D102, Rancho Murieta, CA, 95683

Rancho Murieta’s Top Realtor 
for 45 Years and counting.

Karen Hoberg, 
Broker/Owner  
(916) 947-6910

*Source: MLS for residential, Not 
including “Residential Income”

Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

Make Your Dream Home a Reality 
with California Home Loans!

Whether you’re buying your first 
home, refinancing, or considering 
a reverse mortgage, Bruce Boal 
and the team at California Home 
Loans are here to guide you. 

Call today for a free consultation 
and find the perfect mortgage 
solution for you!"

BRUCE BOAL 
LOAN OFFICER ~ 30+ year resident.
DRE #01933355 / NMLS #1070092

916.417.2001
916.794.0375
bruce@cahome.loans
11344 Coloma Rd #300
Gold River, CA 95670

Denim & Diamonds Draws Record Crowd
Continued from page 1

Longtime Rancho Murieta entertainer Jerry Lopes belts out a song as women take to the 
dance floor.

Janet Caan, center, joins the line dancing as women fill the 
dance floor during Denim & Diamonds Ladies’ Nite Out.

Women of all ages take to the dance floor in cowboy boots, 
denim and their own interpretations of the evening’s Western 
theme.

Women’s Club President Bonnie Kirschman, right, keeps 
demonstrating the line-dancing moves after stepping off the 
stage.

Chrisy Cramer, left, checks out her door prize as Women’s Club 
Vice President Toni Anania holds the raffle bucket.
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Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy  
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- A critical stretch of the 
Cosumnes River – the 
only undammed river on 
the western slope of the 
Sierra Nevada – is now 
permanently protected 
and slated for ecological 
restoration. Sacramento 
Valley Conservancy and 
Westervelt Ecological 
Services are celebrating 
the acquisition of the 204-
acre Johnson Cosumnes 
Mitigation Bank, which 
fills an important gap in 
river frontage within the 
more than 51,000-acre 
Cosumnes River Preserve 
near Galt and south of 
Elk Grove. The preserve 
contains some of the fin-
est remaining floodplain 
and riparian habitat in 
California’s Central Valley.

Westervelt will own 
and manage the property, 
restoring former agricul-
tural land into a thriving 

floodplain ecosystem. 
Planned restoration activ-
ities include lowering or 
removing select sections 
of agricultural berms to 
reconnect the river with its 
historic floodplain, creating 
pilot channels that support 
natural flow patterns, and 
establishing native vege-
tation across wetlands and 
riparian habitats.

By allowing seasonal 
floodwaters to move freely 
through the site once 
again, the restoration will 

improve habitat diversity, 
support native fish and 
wildlife, enhance water 
quality and strengthen the 
region’s network of pro-
tected lands. Valley oak, 
cottonwood and willow 
will once again line mean-
dering river channels, 
providing shade and habi-
tat that benefit native fish, 
including juvenile Chinook 
salmon and Central Valley 
steelhead.

The restoration is also 
designed to improve 

thermal refuge by increas-
ing shade, restoring natural 
flow patterns and enhanc-
ing connections to cooler 
water. To reduce the risk 
of fish stranding, the proj-
ect incorporates multiple 
interconnected channels 
that allow fish to move 
more freely between the 
restored floodplain and the 
Cosumnes River during 
changing water conditions.

“This property is a crit-
ical wildlife linkage in the 
Cosumnes River corridor, 

and Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy is thrilled to 
partner with Westervelt to 
protect it in perpetuity,”  
said Kelly Hopkins, exec-
utive director, Sacramento 
Valley Conservancy. “This 
acquisition represents 
another important step 
in our effort to connect 
and restore the remaining 
Valley oak riparian habitats 
that once covered much 
of California’s Central 
Valley.” 

“Restoration at this scale 
isn’t something any one 
organization can accom-
plish alone,”  said Travis 
Hemmen, president/gen-
eral manager of Westervelt 
Eco log ica l  Serv ices . 
“ C o n s e r v a t i o n  p a r t -
ners like the Sacramento 
Valley Conservancy, other 
Cosumnes River Preserve 
Partners, and critical sup-
port from our state and 
federal resource agencies 
make projects like this pos-
sible. We bring the private 
capital, but sustainable 
conservation only happens 

when dedicated partners 
share a long-term commit-
ment to the land.”

The Johnson Cosumnes 
Mitigation Bank will gen-
erate mitigation credits 
that can be purchased by 
public agencies and other 
project proponents to off-
set impacts to wetlands, 
riparian habitat and other 
sensitive natural resources 
in the region.

Sacramento  Va l l ey 
Conservancy will hold 
the permanent conser-
vation easement on the 
property,  ensuring i t 
remains protected for 
habitat conservation and 
ecological restoration. 
Together,  Sacramento 
Valley Conservancy and 
Westervelt have perma-
nently protected more 
than 1,350 acres within 
the Cosumnes River flood-
plain, including the recent 
Zacharias and McDonald 
Ranch projects. 

The partners remain 
committed to acquiring 
additional priority prop-
erties to expand protected 
lands and strengthen the 
ecological integrity of the 
Cosumnes River Preserve. 
� H

After the flames were 
extinguished,  a CAL 
FIRE hand crew from the 
Ponderosa Fire Center in 
Cameron Park used hand 
tools to remove burnable 
vegetation down to bare 
soil around the perimeter 
of the burned area. Vickers 
said CAL FIRE will patrol 
the site for the next two to 
three days to watch for hot 
spots.

The initial dispatch 
included crews from 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
Fire District’s Station 59 in 
Rancho Murieta, Station 58 

in Sloughhouse, which also 
responded with a dozer, 
the Wilton Fire Protection 
District, and an engine and 
battalion chief from CAL 
FIRE’s Sutter Hill Station. 
A CAL FIRE hand crew 
from the Ponderosa Fire 
Center in Cameron Park 
was dispatched later.

R e s i d e n t  N a n c y 
Clevenger and her husband 
had just arrived at Bel Air 
Market when they heard 
what sounded like a fire-
cracker. The couple went 
into the store to pick up 
a few items. When they 
came back outside a short 

time later, they saw a line 
of flames racing uphill 
behind Murieta Plaza.

Clevenger said the 
flames then covered the hill 
in a U-shaped pattern, and 
they could see fire trucks 
on the top of the hill.

“It looked to us that 
they were just letting it 
burn because the wind was 
pushing it uphill,” she said. 
“Had the wind been going 
the other way, there goes 
the plaza. So, it was a for-
tunate situation.”

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon

Continued from page 1

Firefighters from the CAL FIRE Ponderosa Fire Center in Cameron Park descend Gazebo Hill 
after constructing a fire line around the burned area to help prevent the fire from rekindling. 
Photo by Gail Bullen

Pine Fire Behind Murieta Plaza Quickly Contained

Key Stretch of Cosumnes Permanently Protected 

Planned restoration activities include lowering or removing select sections of agricultural 
berms to reconnect the river with its historic floodplain. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy
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Make the rest of your life the best of your life!

Are You  
Single Again?
SingleAgain.com is a website dedicated to 
helping people put their lives back together 
again after divorce, separation or the loss  
of their spouse.

Finding yourself single after years of being  
in a relationship can add a different kind  
of unknown stress to your daily life.

We provide articles and information from many 
sources to help you put all the pieces together so 
you can live a healthy and loving new life. When 
you first visit the website, be sure to make us 
one of your favorites. We publish many articles 
to help you along your new journey.

• Dating & Relationships
• Counseling & Advice
• Money & Finances
• Health
• Fashion & Beauty
• Consumer News
• Food & Recipes
• Travel
• Lifestyle
• Parenting

Visit SingleAgain.com today,  
get back out there and have 
some fun!

                                              SingleAgain.com  

SHELBY BREANNA WALDIE-BATES • 9/25/2000 - 7/22/2026
She lby  B reanna 

Waldie-Bates, beloved 
d a u g h t e r ,  s i s t e r , 
wi fe ,  mother ,  and 
friend, passed away 
on July 22, 2026, in 
Ione, California, at 
the age of 25. Born 
on September 25, 
2000, in West Monroe, 
Louisiana, Shelby lived 
a life defined by com-
passion, resil ience, 
and unwavering devo-
tion to her family.

Shelby graduated 
from Pleasant Grove 
H igh  Schoo l  and 
proudly served five 
years in the United 
States Army,  s ta-
tioned at Fort Hood, 
Texas, with deploy-
ments to Bahrain and 
South Korea. During 
her service, she met 
her soulmate, William 
Bates ,  whom she 
married in 2022. She 
retired with the rank 
of E4 Specialist in 
the Patriot Launching 
S ta t ion  Enhanced 
Operator/Maintainer 
MOS, 69th Air Defense 
Artillery Brigade.

Her lifelong love of 
animals was evident 
in everything she did 
— from raising Guide 
Dogs for the Blind 
in FFA, to riding and 
showing horses, to 
fostering shelter ani-
mals. Shelby recently 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Carr ington Col lege 
wi th  a  degree in 
Veterinary Technology 

and thr ived as a 
Veterinary Assistant 
at Blue Ravine Animal 
Hospital in Folsom.

Shelby’s greatest joy 
was being a mother to 
her daughter, Adaline. 
She poured her heart 
sin to creating a life 
full of laughter, love, 
and cherished mem-
ories. Family was her 
anchor; she called and 
FaceTime often, shar-
ing stories, checking 
in, and staying con-
nected. She treasured 
Sunday dinners, ski-
ing in Kirkwood, racing 
with her dad, and 
keeping family tradi-
tions alive.

Shelby is survived 
by  he r  husband , 

William Bates; daugh-
ter, Adaline; parents, 
J a n e t  a n d  D o u g 
W a l d i e ;  b r o t h e r , 
Shawn Waldie; brother 
i n  l aw ,  Cameron 
Petrovich; and her 
extended family and 
friends.

Her warm hugs, 
p layful  spir i t ,  and 
infect ious laughter 
will be deeply missed. 
We say goodbye to a 
remarkable woman 
whose kindness, joy, 
and love touched 
everyone around her.

D o n a t i o n s  i n 
her honor can be 
made to the fami-
ly’s GoFundMe page: 
www.gofund.me/
makayla-past-23jul.

M E M O R I A L

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200

Se Habla 
Español

 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.125%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)



AUGUST 7, 2026	 River Valley Times • 5

worked with its upstream 
providers. When those 
efforts proved insufficient, 
the company shifted to a 
specialized cloud-scrub-
bing service. At the same 
time, Zeta continued 
communicating with cus-
tomers through mass email, 
Nextdoor and Facebook 
because the attack had 
knocked out its website 
and phone system.

“That combination of 
technical mitigation and 
continued customer com-
munication remained our 
focus until service was 
restored,” Burnett said.

In a public account of 
the incident released July 
31, Zeta said the attacker 
demanded payment in 
exchange for ending the 
disruption. Zeta refused, 
saying there was no assur-
ance that paying would 
stop the attack or prevent 
future demands.

The company preserved 
the extortion commu-
nications and technical 
evidence and filed formal 
complaints with the FBI’s 
Internet Crime Complaint 
Center.

Largest Cyberattack 
According to Zeta’s pub-

lic incident report, the 
attack reached hundreds of 
gigabits per second: many 
times the capacity of the 
upstream connections serv-
ing its network.

Unlike many deni-
al-of-service attacks that 
focus on a single website, 
server or customer address, 
this attack distributed mali-
cious traffic across Zeta’s 
public address space, 
affecting the company’s 
entire California net-
work rather than a single 
community.

The first indication 
something was wrong 
was a cluster of seem-
ingly unrelated alerts. 
Environmental probes and 
network sensors began 
dropping offline at nearly 
the same time.

Because those systems 
were unlikely to fail simul-
taneously – and another 
regional provider had been 
attacked exactly one week 
earlier – Zeta said it imme-
diately suspected a DDoS 
attack.

As the network became 
saturated, Zeta’s web-
site and hosted telephone 
sys tem a lso  became 
unreachable.

Burnett, who is a Rancho 

Murieta resident as well as 
Zeta’s president and CEO, 
told the River Valley Times 
that he understood what the 
outage meant for custom-
ers as soon as it became 
clear this was not an ordi-
nary service interruption.

“As both a resident and 
the person responsible for 
the network, I understood 
what the outage meant for 
families and businesses 
that depend on us,” Burnett 
said. “Once our website 
and phone system also 
became unreachable, the 
priority was clear: deter-
mine what was happening, 
keep customers informed 
through whatever channels 
remained available, and 
restore service as quickly 
as possible.”

Four Employees 
Respond

Four Zeta employees 
responded to the attack, 
Burnett said.

Although the compa-
ny’s website and telephone 
system were unavail-
able, its separately hosted 
email system remained 
operat ional ,  al lowing 
Zeta to send mass email 

notifications. The company 
also posted updates on 
Nextdoor and Facebook.

Zeta initially tried to mit-
igate the attack internally 
and then spent another 
three to four hours working 
with an upstream provider 
to filter the malicious traf-
fic. Neither effort restored 
service.

“When those efforts 
were also unable to 
restore service, I was hon-
estly beginning to feel 
defeated,” Burnett said.

At the same t ime, 
Burnett had contacted 
Cloudflare and other com-
panies that specialize in 
protecting networks against 
large DDoS attacks.

The volume of malicious 
traffic was filling the inter-
net connections leading to 
Zeta before it could reach 
equipment capable of fil-
tering it, according to the 
company. That meant the 
attack had to be stopped 
farther upstream.

Cloud Protection
Zeta ultimately turned to 

Cloudflare, which routed 
the company’s internet 
traffic through a network 

capable of absorbing the 
attack. Malicious traffic 
was filtered out and legiti-
mate traffic sent on to Zeta.

Burnett said emergency 
onboarding with Cloudflare 
took approximately five 
hours. Customer service 
was restored at approxi-
mately 12:20 a.m. Monday.

The following morn-
ing  brought  another 
challenge as Zeta employ-
ees responded to emails, 
phone calls and social 
media posts received 
during the outage. Some 
customers, believing the 
problem was with their 
own equipment, had reset 
their routers and needed 
help from Zeta staff to get 
back online, Burnett said.

The  a t t acke r  a l so 
changed tactics again 
Monday morning, but Zeta 
and Cloudflare adjusted 
their defenses. Service sta-
bilized, and subsequent 
attacks were blocked with-
out another widespread 
outage.

Customer 
Information Not 
Compromised

Zeta said it found no 

evidence that customer 
information, passwords, 
billing systems or inter-
nal company data had 
been accessed, changed or 
stolen.

The purpose of the attack 
was to make Zeta’s inter-
net service unavailable and 
use that disruption as lever-
age to obtain payment, the 
company said.

Before the incident, Zeta 
believed its network tools, 
staff and resources avail-
able through upstream 
providers were sufficient 
for the DDoS attacks it had 
successfully handled in the 
past. But the July 19 attack 
was unprecedented in the 
company’s history, which 
dates to 2006.

The attack demonstrated 
that protection against an 
assault of this size needed 
to occur farther upstream, 
before malicious traffic 
could overwhelm the con-
nections leading to Zeta.

New Protections 
Made Permanent
Zeta has now made 

specialized cloud scrub-
bing a permanent part 
of its network design so 
large attacks can be fil-
tered before reaching the 
company.

Zeta also said it has 
s t r e n g t h e n e d  m o n -
i t o r i ng  and  backup 
communications, estab-
lished procedures to divert 
traffic more quickly and 
added systems designed to 
automatically detect and 
mitigate similar attacks.

Burnett said Zeta tried to 
keep customers informed 
throughout the incident 
even when it could not 
give them a definite resto-
ration time. Updates were 
issued approximately every 
one to two hours when 
meaningful new informa-
tion became available.

He said the company 
received considerable 
encouragement from cus-
tomers during the response.

“We are sincerely grate-
ful to them – and to the 

broader community – for 
their patience, understand-
ing, and support during an 
extremely difficult time,” 
Burnett said.

For Rancho Murieta cus-
tomers – including some 
who had recently switched 
to Zeta following the 
Greenfield outage the pre-
vious week – Burnett said 
he believes the company’s 
response speaks for itself.

“We restored service 
within approximately 
12 hours and have since 
implemented additional 
protections designed to 
reduce the risk and impact 
of a similar attack,” he 
said.

Company History
Bill Burnett has been 

with Zeta Broadband 
LLC since its 2006 incep-
t ion.  The company’s 
goal was to provide reli-
able, high-speed internet 
service to communities 
overlooked by major pro-
viders. Burnett purchased 
the company in 2020 and 
formed Zeta Broadband 
Inc., building on its origi-
nal mission while investing 
in network expansion, new 
technologies and improved 
customer service.

Today,  the Rancho 
Murieta-based company 
serves residential and busi-
ness customers across 
Northern California, as 
well as the Southern Tier 
of New York and northern 
Pennsylvania.

“Although we’ve grown 
considerably over the 
years, we’ve remained a 
locally owned company 
focused on supporting the 
communities we serve,” 
Burnett said. “What has 
never changed is our com-
mitment to providing 
reliable internet service 
and treating our customers 
like neighbors. That phi-
losophy continues to guide 
every decision we make.”

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H 

“Once our website and phone system 
also became unreachable, the priority 

was clear: determine what was 
happening, keep customers informed 
through whatever channels remained 

available, and restore service as 
quickly as possible.”

 

– William Burnett, Zeta Broadband president and CEO

Continued from page 1

Rancho Murieta residents William and Nicole Burnett are the owners of Zeta Broadband. 
Courtesy photo

Zeta Restores Broadband Service, Refuses to Pay Extortion for Cyberattack

Regional Water 
Authority News 
Release

SACRAMENTO REGION, 
CA (MPG) - The Regional 
Water Authority (RWA) 
a n d  r e g i o n a l  p a r t -
ners have completed 
the American, Bear and 
Cosumnes Watersheds 
Resilience Plan, a new cli-
mate resilience strategy 
that evaluates how cli-
mate change is expected to 
affect water supplies, flood 
risk, ecosystems, infra-
structure and communities 
across one of California’s 
most important watershed 
systems.

Funded by the California 
Department of Water 
R e s o u r c e s  t h r o u g h 
the State’s Watershed 
Resilience Pilot Program, 
the Sacramento region was 
selected as one of five pilot 
regions statewide to help 
develop watershed-scale 
climate resilience plan-
ning approaches that 
could inform future imple-
mentation efforts across 
California.

The plan examines the 
interconnected American, 
Bear and Cosumnes river 

watersheds, which sup-
port more than 2 million 
people, provide approxi-
mately 8% of California’s 
developed water supply 
and contribute important 
flows to the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta.

The plan combines 
climate modeling, vul-
nerability analysis, equity 
assessment and stakeholder 
engagement to evaluate 
how climate change could 
reshape the region over the 
coming decades and iden-
tify actions that can help 
communities and ecosys-
tems adapt.

Key findings for the 
S a c r a m e n t o  r e g i o n 
include critical snowpack 
that feeds these water-
sheds could decline by 
approximately 60% by 
mid-century. Snowmelt 
is projected to occur two 

to four weeks earlier. 
Extreme heat days over 
95 degrees could increase 
by roughly 20 days annu-
ally. Wildfires are projected 
to become 17% more 
frequent. Extreme precipi-
tation events could become 
15% more intense. Peak 
flood flows could increase 
by approximately 19%.

The plan also finds that 
climate impacts will not 
be experienced equally. 
Lower-income communi-
ties, Tribal communities 
and outdoor workers may 
face greater exposure to 
extreme heat, flooding, 
wildfire smoke and eco-
nomic disruption.

“The science is clear that 
climate change is already 
reshaping our water-
sheds,” said Jim Peifer, 
executive director of the 
Regional Water Authority. 

“The question is no longer 
whether these impacts are 
coming, but how quickly 
the region can act to pre-
pare. This plan gives the 
Sacramento region a 
shared framework to move 
from vulnerability assess-
ment to implementation, 
and positions regional part-
ners to move quickly as 
funding and project oppor-
tunities emerge.”

In addition to identify-
ing climate vulnerabilities, 
the plan outlines 19 water-
shed adaptation strategies 
and 119 potential adap-
tation actions focused on 
reducing long-term risks 
associated with drought, 
flooding, wildfire and 
extreme heat.

The plan also establishes 
a decision-making frame-
work intended to help 
agencies and partners eval-
uate and prioritize future 
resilience investments 
based on factors such as 
regional benefit, climate 
risk reduction, ecosys-
tem improvements, equity 
considerations and imple-
mentation readiness.

Strategies identified in 
the plan include reduc-
ing wildfire risk and 

improving forest health 
in the Sierra headwaters, 
strengthening flood pro-
tection for vulnerable 
communities, expanding 
groundwater recharge, pro-
tecting cold-water habitat 
for salmon and other native 
fish species, expand-
ing flood forecasting and 
early warning systems, and 
advancing regional proj-
ects that provide multiple 
water supply, ecosystem 
and community resilience 
benefits.

“For more than two 
decades, DWR has encour-
aged Californians to 
connect across water-
s h e d s , ”  s a i d  K a r l a 
Nemeth, director of the 
California Department 
of Water Resources. “A 
warmer climate stresses 
resources from forests 
to aquifers. That makes 
the hard work of collab-
oration more important 
than ever. DWR’s $2 mil-
lion grant to the Regional 
Water Authority yielded 
a plan that tells a power-
ful story about future risks 
and marks a clear path 
to resilience. This plan 
positions the people of 
the American, Bear, and 

Cosumnes watersheds to 
cope with a changed cli-
mate. It is an early example 
of the kind of work 
needed across the state, 
and it helps build DWR’s 
momentum to update the 
California Water Plan to 
deliver more precise, local-
ized and action-oriented 
water supply strategies.”

The planning effort was 
led by the Regional Water 
Authority with support 
from Jacobs, Valley Vision, 
Khadam Consulting, the 
Water Forum, regional 
water agencies, local 
gove rnmen t s ,  Tr iba l 
representatives,  com-
munity organizat ions 
and Watershed Network 
participants.

“The region already 
has many of the partner-
ships, technical tools and 
local initiatives needed 
to strengthen resilience,” 
Peifer said. “This plan 
helps align those efforts 
and creates a clearer path 
forward for coordinated 
regional action.”

The full American, Bear, 
and Cosumnes Watersheds 
Resilience Plan is available 
at rwawatershedsresilience.
com/plan. � H

New Plan Forecasts Watershed Climate Resilience  



6 • River Valley Times	 	 AUGUST 7, 2026

Congress has been 
known to slip indefensible 
special-interest provisions 
into large must-pass bills 
when no one is looking. 
What it has never done 
before is use such sleight 
of hand to hand over con-
trol of the U.S. military 
to a foreign country. But 
that’s what we’re told is on 
the verge of happening on 
Capitol Hill.

The House just passed 
the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, a sprawl-
ing $1.15 trillion bill that 
supposedly includes a pro-
vision buried in it “merg-
ing” the U.S. and Israeli 
militaries.

This provision, known 
as Section 219, has united 
some of the most fervent 
anti-Israel conspiracy theo-
rists on the right and the left 
in denouncing the alleged 
betrayal of America, from 
Marjorie Taylor Greene to 
AOC, from Tucker Carlson 
to Cenk Uygur. 

AOC has warned that the 
provision “is an existential 
threat to American sover-
eignty and democracy.” 
Marjorie Taylor Greene 
has said anyone who vot-
ed for the bill “sold out 
the American people to a 
foreign country.” Tucker 
Carlson wants literal trea-
son trials. 

So what is the sub-
stance of Section 219? 
Legislation often has ob-
fuscatory titles, but this 
provision is deemed, with 
admirable clarity, the Unit-
ed States-Israel Defense 
Technology Cooperation 
Initiative. It calls for the 
secretary of defense to des-
ignate “an executive agent” 

to coordinate between the 
U.S. and Israel on “bilat-
eral defense technology 
research, development, 
testing, evaluation, inte-
gration and industrial co-
operation.” The Pentagon 
will come up with a plan 
for such cooperation and 
report back to Congress.

That’s it. There is noth-
ing about merging the 
general staffs of the U.S. 
military and the IDF; noth-
ing about creating a joint 
office where Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth and his 
Israeli counterpart, Israel 
Katz, work together; noth-
ing about giving Bibi Ne-
tanyahu partial control of 
CENTCOM.

That the United States 
would want a close work-
ing relationship with Israel 
on military technology is 
hardly surprising. Israel is 
one of the world’s most in-
novative societies and, giv-
en its precarious security 
environment, has become a 
leader in advanced defense 
technologies.

That a nefarious interpre-
tation of the bill has gotten 
some traction underlines 
how any preposterous lie, 
so long as it’s about Israel, 
gets a hearing these days. 
Like many conspiracy the-
ories, this one depends on a 
dark view of American so-
ciety. We are allegedly so 
corrupt that we are handing 
control of our military to a 
foreign country without 
any senior military leaders 
or officials in an “America 
First” administration lodg-
ing a complaint. No won-
der Tucker Carlson wants 
the kind of tribunals that 
attended the end of World 
War II. 

At the first Nurem-
berg Trials, Wilhelm 
Keitel was found guilty of 
crimes against humanity 

and hanged; at the second 
Nuremberg Trials, Mike 
Johnson will be found 
guilty of supporting mutu-
ally beneficial technology 
sharing between allies -- 
means of execution yet to 
be determined. 

One perversity here is 
that Netanyahu conceives 
of the technological coop-
eration as a substitute for 
the U.S. military aid that 
he supports phasing out. 
In other words, enemies of 
Israel oppose U.S. military 
aid, and when a construc-
tive plan is offered for how 
to go about ending it, they 
oppose that, too, as an Is-
raeli plot. 

Another perversity is 
that the U.S. should want 
a very close relationship 
with Israel on missile de-
fense, an area where Israel 
excels and that, as we’ve 
seen in the Ukraine and 
Iran wars, is crucial to 
modern warfare. And yet, 
the same people who por-
tray themselves as zealous-
ly protective of the U.S. 
national interest want us to 
turn our back on a source 
of technological advance. 

Israel naturally fits in 
the Western alliance, but 
nations ultimately pursue 
their selfish interests. If 
we spurn the Jewish state 
out of irrational animus, it 
will inevitably look else-
where and perhaps build a 
stronger relationship with 
China. Then we will surely 
be told by the critics now 
obsessed with ending the 
U.S.-Israel relationship 
that Israel has shown its 
true colors and deserves 
even more of our scorn.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

The preposterous case 
against the new defense bill

Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

By V.G. Harris 

How does it feel to score 175 points in an 
NBA game and lose?! Just ask the L.A. Clippers 
how it feels.

On Feb. 24, 2023, the Clippers ran into a jug-
gernaut by the name of the Sacramento Kings 
and lost a double overtime game by the score 
of 176-175.

The Clippers shot a sterling 31 for 36 from 
the free throw line that night, but just two more 
made free throws would have won that game.

I was at that game and will never forget it. 
Domantas Sabonis held down the paint and 
contributed 20 points and 10 boards which is 
basically just a day at the office, but first-time 
all-star DeAaron Fox went off with 42 points 
and 12 assists to steal the show.

Well, DeAaron is gone and waiting in the 
wings is someone everyone is hoping will step 
in and fill those ever so large shoes. Yes, that 
would be Darius Acuff Jr., and the only question 
is, do the Kings have the organizational skills to 
bring this bright young player along at the right 
pace so as to give him the confidence needed to 
succeed at basketball’s highest level.

If we are to believe what we hear and read, 
Sacramento intends to put this 19-year-old into 
the starting lineup from the get-go and let the 
chips fall where they may.

I am not necessarily opposed to the idea of 
letting Darius run the point from the opening 
bell, but with conditions and maybe a caveat 
or two.

Any ball player with one year of college 
basketball under his belt will have some accel-
erated courses to take in earnest if success is to 
be expected.

First and foremost, comes mentorship and 
where is that going to come from, because the 
current coaching staff does not fill me with trust 
and admiration.

Coach Christie still has on his water wings, 
and for all the bravado of how the Kings are 
going to play defense, at this date I haven’t seen 
a blueprint that lends acumen in that direction.

Yes, I want this coaching staff to succeed, 
but I also want to see something tangible that 
shows the fans that this staff actually knows how 
to coach!

Just the basics sports fans, like team defense 

and maybe a lesson or two in how to shoot 
free throws.

I am so tired of hearing that Zach Lavine and 
Domantas Sabonis can’t play defense when they 
are the two highest paid players on the team.

How did they ever get to be all stars and 
never play defense?

Of course they can play defense, but what 
ever happened to the concept of team defense 
that seems to be an unspoken term?

Back to basics gentlemen and start creat-
ing the identity you want. It is achievable and 
would be if you would stop listening to the col-
lective NBA naysayers that would have you 
believe that Sacramento Kings have no chance 
of winning 30 games.

How is a coaching staff supposed to instill 
positive energy into a squad that has no expec-
tation of winning games?

How about preaching your own version of 
winning games and then laying out the map as 
to how you get there.

The Wizard of Westwood and that would be 
John Wooden won 10 NCAA championships in 
12 years and led his club to four 30-0 seasons 
before he retired.

We won’t be confusing Doug Christie with 
John Wooden and time soon, but is there some-
thing to learn here aside from the fact they 
both coached basketball teams in the state of 
California?

Yes, I believe it starts with celebrating the vet-
eran talent you have on the current team today.

Stop with the negative about what you 
don’t like about Zach Lavine and Domantas 
Sabonis and start celebrating what they bring to 
the table. 

A lot of youngsters need to immerse them-
selves in the etiquette of how to compete 
against other NBA teams, and both Sabonis 
and Lavine have more than just a tad of experi-
ence in that regard.

Double down on that, use their leadership to 
your advantage, and start preaching the man-
tra of what home court advantage is supposed 
to mean. Set the expectation of winning when 
a visitor enters Golden One Arena and heighten 
the expectation of lighting the beam!

The youngsters need mentors and we have 
some to celebrate!

All the best! 

Mentorship Counts

Tech Devices in California’s New Cars 
Create Thorny Political Issues

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

Automobiles have grad-
ually evolved over the last 
two decades from mechan-
ical devices into electronic 
platforms featuring com-
puter screens and numerous 
other digital capabilities.

A few years ago, the 
California Air Resources 
Board began requiring auto-
makers to install devices 
in vehicles to record and 
store operational data that 
the agency could access to 
determine how well emis-
sion reduction programs 
were working.

It was one aspect of the 
state’s announced goal of 
phasing out cars and trucks 
powered by gasoline and 
diesel fuel and replacing 
them with zero-emission 
vehicles.

The  au to  indus t ry 
opposed the data collection 
mandate, arguing it would 
violate the privacy of vehi-
cle owners. At one point 
the industry threatened to 
stop producing cars for 
California.

The agency insisted 
it would not collect data 
involuntarily. But its regula-
tion fueled — pun intended 
— suspicions in some quar-
ters that recording how and 
where cars were being used 
would allow them to be 
tracked, much as cellphone 
usage can be traced.

Or, some said, as gas and 
diesel use declined and gal-
lonage taxes dropped, the 

state could begin charging 
drivers by miles driven, 
based on their recorded 
data.

As the data collection 
mandate was being imple-
mented, another aspect 
of the situation surfaced 
— fears that the tracking 
software to help motorists 
obtain help in emergencies, 
such as General Motors’ 
OnStar system, could be 
misused by abusive spouses 
to find and attack their 
mates.

Two years ago, the 
Legislature and Gov. Gavin 
Newsom enacted a law 
aimed at countering that 
potential abuse. Senate Bill 
1394 required automakers 
to provide an internet pro-
cess by which a “connected 
vehicle service” could be 
quickly terminated. Those 
seeking termination would 
have to prove they either 
owned the vehicle or pos-
sessed it via a divorce 
decree or domestic violence 
restraining order.

That was the relatively 
easy part of SB 1384.

The more contentious 
portion of the law required 
new cars to be equipped 
with a “mechanism that can 
be used by a driver who is 
inside a vehicle to imme-
diately disable connected 
vehicle location access.” 
The mechanism had to be 
“prominently located, easy 
to use, not require access to 
an online application, not 
require a password or login 
information, and only allow 
re-enabling of the connected 
vehicle location access by a 
driver who is located inside 
the vehicle.”

The deadline for meet-
ing that requirement was 
last week. The industry has 
insisted that was, from a 
practical standpoint, impos-
sible to meet because it is a 

complex engineering prob-
lem that involves dozens of 
different auto models, and 
automakers would have to 
maintain existing electronic 
tools, such as GPS naviga-
tion, and helpful services, 
such as OnStar.

Without a change in the 
mandate, the industry’s 
lobbyists warned, automak-
ers could be compelled to 
suspend sales in the state, 
echoing a threat they made 
about the Air Resources 
Board’s data collection 
mandate earlier.

It was something of 
a political standoff until 
Senate Bill 719 emerged 
from backroom negotia-
tions late last month. Just 
one day before the deadline, 
Newsom signed the bill that 
narrows the application of 
the requirement, eliminates 
the hard deadline for it and 
substitutes a series of dead-
lines tied to model years and 
“technological feasibility.”

Thus it is impossible to 
say for certain when, if ever, 
cars will be equipped with 
the ability to disconnect 
location tracking software.

These two instances 
imply that the conversion 
of the automobile from a 
mechanical device to an 
electronic one has created 
a bottomless well of poten-
tial issues involving privacy, 
governmental regulation 
and the politically heated 
topic of how California 
would change the way 
motorists are taxed once the 
gallonage taxes on fuels dis-
appear, if they ever do.

Dan Walters is one of the 
most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 

When Should My Wife File 
for Spouse Benefits?

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My wife is 
66 (born February 1960) and 
started taking Social Security 
retirement benefits just over 
one year ago at age 65. She 
was a stay-at-home Mom 
for most of her adult life. I 
turned 62 this past March and 
received my first SS payment 
recently for a May 2026 start. 
We are scheduled to meet with 
SSA in late July to initiate 
spousal benefits because my 
wife’s current benefits are less 
than 50% of mine. We also 
have an adult disabled son 
who receives Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and 
Social Security benefits (this 
split in benefit sources hap-
pened after my wife filed - that 
whole process was confusing 
and we don’t understand it). 
My question relates to spousal 
benefits (I was a career finance 
person but don’t completely 
understand these rules). We 
were going to file in July but 
is there any benefit to wait-
ing until she turns 67? And 
will her 50% benefit be 50% 
of my lower benefit due to 
my filing at 62 or is that based 
on another amount? Signed: 
Confused Finance Guy 

Dear Confused: First, be 
aware that your wife’s spou-
sal benefit will be based on her 
age when she claims it, and 
half of your full retirement 

age, or “FRA,” amount 
(although you claimed at 62, 
her benefit as your spouse will 
still be based on your FRA 
entitlement). 

Because she claimed her 
SS retirement at 65, your wife 
will not get 50% of your FRA 
entitlement; rather she will get 
her own reduced SS retirement 
benefit (which was reduced 
by about 13% from her FRA 
entitlement) plus a “spousal 
boost.” The amount of that 
“boost” will be the difference 
between her own FRA enti-
tlement and half of your FRA 
entitlement, but that boost 
amount will also be reduced 
because she will be claiming 
in July before her FRA.   

Your wife will reach her 
FRA in February 2027, so by 
claiming her spousal boost in 
July her boost amount will 
be reduced by about 5%, and 
the “boost” will be added to 
her already reduced SS retire-
ment about. The result will 
be your wife’s benefit as your 
spouse will be less than 50% 
of your FRA entitlement.  
And, FYI, your wife will be 
automatically deemed to be 
filing for her spousal benefit 
(she will not be able to defer 
claiming it). 

As your son is now collect-
ing SS benefits based on your 
wife’s personal SS record, you 
should ask Social Security 
to switch him over to pay-
ments based on your record 
(because you have the higher 
SS benefit).  FYI, because 
your son is now receiving 
SSI (Supplemental Security 
Income), the SSDI (SS dis-
ability) benefit he receives 
will offset by his SSI bene-
fit, and the payment amount 
will consist of two sources - 
SSI and SSDI. Nevertheless, 

he cannot get more than 50% 
of your SS retirement amount 
and will likely be affected by 
the Family Maximum which 
may further reduce his SSDI 
entitlement. 

Your wife’s benefit as your 
spouse will also be affected 
by the “Family Maximum,” 
which limits how much can 
be paid on any one person’s 
SS record (on your SS record). 
That also means that your 
wife will not get a full 50% of 
your FRA entitlement; rather 
she will get less because the 
family maximum limits how 
much all your dependents can 
receive to somewhere between 
50% and 88% of your FRA 
benefit amount (after subtract-
ing your own SS entitlement). 
That also means that your 
son’s SS payment, as well as 
your wife’s SS payment as 
your spouse, will be reduced 
to less than 50% of your FRA 
entitlement. SSA will be able 
to guide you through the 
Family Maximum calculations 
for both your son and your 
wife when you meet. 

To recap all of this: a) your 
wife will be automatically 
deemed to be filing for her 
spousal benefit; she cannot 
delay until her FRA.  b) her 
amount as your spouse will be 
less than 50% of your SS FRA 
entitlement. And c) both your 
wife’s and your son’s SS ben-
efit will likely be also affected 
by the Family Maximum 
and, thus, be less than half 
of your FRA entitlement. 
Nevertheless, it was likely 
the right decision to claim as 
you have, considering that 
your son and wife have been 
receiving SS benefits for some 
time now, and both will con-
tinue to receive more as your 
dependents.  

Social Security Matters
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The recent Greenfield 
Communications outage, 
repairs to the North Gate, 
plans for improvements at 
the South Gate and the pos-
sibility of Rancho Murieta 
Association taking on 
additional security respon-
sibilities were among the 
topics discussed by the 
RMA Board of Directors 
on July 21. Questions 
also continue to be raised 
about the board’s new pub-
lic-comment procedure and 
member access to board 
packet materials.

Directors also adopted 
a rule for stand-up motor-
ized scooters and approved 
an ADA-accessible ramp at 
Gazebo Park.

Greenfield Outage
R e s i d e n t  Te r r e n c e 

McNamara asked the 
board to review Greenfield 
Communications’ handling 
of the July 12 internet out-
age, arguing that RMA has 
a particular responsibility 
because of its contrac-
tual relationship with the 
company.

McNamara said the out-
age lasted about 2½ days 
and residents received their 
first communication about 
30 hours after it began. 
His concern, he said, was 
not that a cyberattack 
occurred, but how long it 
took Greenfield to respond, 
restore service and com-
municate with customers.

“I run an IT department. 
I understand that cyberat-
tacks happen, and that no 
service has 100% uptime,” 
McNamara said. “My con-
cern isn't the attack that 
occurred; it’s how long 
it took to mitigate and 
recover from it.”

H e  c o n t r a s t e d 
Greenfield’s response with 
Zeta Broadband’s handling 
of an outage the follow-
ing weekend. McNamara 
said Zeta restored ser-
vice in about 12 hours and 
communicated repeatedly 
with customers during the 
outage.

Because RMA entered 
into an agreement with 
Greenfield about nine 

years ago, McNamara 
said the association has a 
responsibility to advocate 
for residents when service 
falls short. He asked the 
board to seek an after-ac-
tion report addressing the 
cause of the outage, the 
length of the recovery, lim-
ited communications, and 
improvements planned for 
the future.

“Outages  happen ,” 
McNamara said. “What 
differentiates providers is 
how they prepare for them, 
communicate during them 
and recover from them.”

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t 
Patrick O’Hern called 
McNamara’s concerns 
valid and said it would be 
prudent to refer them to 
staff to “maybe get some 
answers.” 

Gate Projects
General Manager Vicky 

Lentz reported that repairs 
to the North Gate are con-
tinuing through RMA’s 
insurance carrier.  An 
engineer assigned by the 
insurer has completed a 
scope of work, which was 
sent to three contractors. 
RMA had received one 
proposal and was waiting 
for two others before send-
ing them to the insurer for 
review.

At the South Gate, 
staff is continuing work 
on improvements tenta-
tively approved in May. 
Maintenance Manager 
Troy Schaffner said plans 
include fencing and gates, 
changes to the wall and 
planter boxes, the arch-
way, electrical work and 
piping. A possible water 
feature also remains under 
consideration.

O’Hern said the proj-
ect will be discussed at 
the Aug. 3 Maintenance 
Committee meeting and 
directed Schaffner to pres-
ent the “entire concept” to 
the full board at its Aug. 18 
meeting.

Security Study
Director Chris Childs 

said the Security Ad Hoc 
Committee is making prog-
ress in researching what 
would be involved if RMA 
were to establish its own 
security operation.

The committee, chaired 
by Childs, was reactivated 

in May after the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District requested 
discussions about the fea-
sibility of RMA assuming 
security functions inside 
the gates.

Childs said commit-
tee members divided up a 
long list of research assign-
ments and returned to the 
July meeting with a sub-
stantial amount of work 
completed. 

“We’ve got superstars 
on our committee,” Childs 
said.

But he said evaluating 
the possibility of “stand-
ing up an entire security 
department under an 
HOA” involves a large 
amount of detailed work, 
and the committee is not 
yet ready to provide costs.

C h i l d s  s a i d  t h e 

committee plans to hold 
two community town hall 
meetings in December, 
when it expects to be 
ready to discuss more spe-
cific costs. “We definitely 
want to hear from the 
membership what they’re 
interested in, what they’re 
not interested in, what 
future costs could look like 
or not look like,” he said.

Public Comments, 
Board Packets

During her general man-
ager’s report, Vicky Lentz 
said she had received com-
ments about the recent 
change in the board’s 
member-comment proce-
dure at meetings, but she 
said the issue had already 
been addressed and she 
would not discuss it 
further.

“Excuse me,” Board 

President Patrick O’Hern 
responded. “We’ll get all 
that hammered out by the 
next meeting, I assure 
you.”

Lentz then said she also 
was getting questions 
about member access to 
board packet materials and 
that a copy of the member 
packet is now being placed 
in a binder at the meeting 
for members to review.

The member-comment 
procedure, implemented 
in September 2025, con-
fines comments to an 
open-forum period at the 
beginning of the meeting 
instead of also allowing 
members to comment on 
individual agenda items 
before directors vote 
on them. Resident Tom 
Shewchuk criticized the 
change at the June meeting 
and also questioned mem-
ber access to materials 
provided to directors.

Before Lentz joined the 
association in May, RMA 
members who received 
blast emails with agen-
das for upcoming board 
meetings were told they 
could request copies of the 
redacted board packets.

Scooter Rule 
Approved

The board unanimously 
approved a rule regulating 
stand-up motorized scoot-
ers after agreeing to align 
its age and helmet provi-
sions with California law.

Director Scott Adams 
said he had heard concerns 
that adopting the license or 
instruction-permit require-
ment would mean children 
who already have scoot-
ers “are going to be illegal 
just like that.” But Adams 
said he could not recom-
mend that RMA loosen the 
age restriction in state law, 
which requires that scooter 
users either have a learn-
er’s permit or a driver’s 
license.

The board also changed 
a provision that would 
have required helmets for 
all riders to require them 
for riders under 18 instead.

Fourth of July
R e s i d e n t  B r i a n 

Rosebrock praised the 
Fourth of July celebra-
tion but questioned why 
he was denied permission 

to ride his motorcycle in 
the parade on behalf of 
Playmakers, a nonprofit 
that provides free sports 
programs for at-risk chil-
dren and children with 
developmental differences, 
when some commercial 
vehicles participated. 

“You led the parade off 
with a commercial vehicle, 
and then there was actually 
burnouts at the end of the 
parade,” Rosebrock said.

Director John Haviland 
said some participants with 
commercial vehicles had 
been told to remove adver-
tising signs and initially 
complied, but put the signs 
back on during the parade.

L a t e r,  d u r i n g  h i s 
Recreation Committee 
report, Haviland said the 
committee plans to modify 
how vehicles are pre-ap-
proved for next year’s 
parade and provide par-
t icipants with parade 
instructions and restric-
tions when they sign up.

Haviland also said 
the committee received 
overwhelmingly posi-
tive comments about the 
fireworks and hopes to 
continue a similarly large 
show next year. Audience 
member Bill Gere also 
p r a i s e d  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
celebration.

Other Business
The board unanimously 

approved construction of 
an ADA-accessible ramp at 
the Gazebo. Childs noted 
that the project resulted 
from an issue raised by 
a member at an earlier 
meeting.

The board also appointed 
Director Ernie Cowles as 
its liaison to the Rancho 
Murieta Fire Safe Council. 
Schaffner will also partic-
ipate in council meetings 
because of his work on 
home and landscape hard-
ening to reduce wildfire 
risk.

The board set Nov. 19 
for RMA’s annual meeting 
and approved other steps 
required in preparation 
for the meeting and board 
election.

The next RMA Board 
meeting is scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
18.

This story is at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com and on 
Facebook. � H

We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.

We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team… the most 
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call 

GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit gblegal.com    

Insurance Companies Know 
Them Because They Have  

Paid Them  
Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.

WE CAN HELP!
The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth 

represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd. 

in the heart of Elk Grove. 

Elk Grove High Class of 1981 Celebrates 45th
By Christina Wagner

ELK GROVE, CA (MPG) - Elk Grove High 
School’s Awesome Class of 1981 recently 
enjoyed its 45-year reunion.  Festivities 
commenced the morning of Friday, July 
24 with a golf tournament at Wildhawk 
Golf Course in Sacramento, followed by 
a casual evening of food and drink at Dust 
Bowl Brewery in Elk Grove. 

The reunion’s main event was a dinner 
and dance held Saturday, July 25 at the 
beautiful Murieta Inn and Spa in Rancho 
Murieta. Smiles, laughter and hugs were 
abundant as classmates reconnected, 
shared updates with each other and made 
plans to keep in touch.

Ongoing entertainment during the 
Saturday event included a slideshow of 
snapshots taken during high school and 
other reunion events, as well as a memora-
bilia table stocked with yearbooks, photos, 
Class of ’81 souvenirs, and the ever-grow-
ing collection of “What Everyone’s Doing 
Now” binders.  There was also a second 
slideshow, a quiet reminder of classmates 
who have passed away since graduation.

Background music, an enjoyable mix 
of favorites from “back in the day,” was 
provided by DJ Argonaut Event Audio 
Service during the cocktail hour and 
dinner. 

The volume was cranked up for dancing 
a while later, giving those so inclined the 

chance to demonstrate they can still shake 
it!

Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this a fun and very successful 
reunion. Ideas are already being shared for 
the Class of 1981’s 50th reunion. Don’t 
miss out; 2031 will be here sooner than we 

expect! 
Those who’d like to make sure they’re 

kept in the loop for upcoming gatherings, 
join the planning committee or, perhaps, 
simply update their contact information 
may do so via email to EGHS1981@
gmail.com. � H

Members of the Elk Grove High School Class of 1981 pose for a photo July 25 at the Murieta Inn and Spa in Rancho Murieta. Photo courtesy of 
Christina Wagner

Greenfield Outage, Gate Projects, Security Among RMA Topics

Rancho Murieta resident Terrence McNamara speaks at the 
July 21 RMA Board meeting, where he asked the association 
to review Greenfield Communications’ handling of the recent 
internet outage.

Rancho Murieta resident Brian Rosebrock asks why he wasn’t 
allowed to participate in the community’s July 4 parade.

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times 
    Facebook: @therivervalleytimes
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Following is a summary of activity for 
the Rancho Murieta Community Services 
District Security Department for the fol-
lowing dates. Note: these log entries are 
condensed. For full security log details, go 
to the CSD website at rmcsd.com.

July 15
5:20 p.m., RMCSD Patrol conducted a 

follow-up investigation regarding a pos-
sible fence breach related to a call for 
service at 602 Yellow Bridge on July 
14. During the original response, Patrol 
observed two female juveniles emerge 
from vegetation leading from Jackson 
Road onto the RMCC South Golf Course 
near the 1st fairway/restrooms.

Patrol conducted an area search and 
located a breach in the perimeter fence 
approximately two feet wide by three feet 
high. 

The breach was located approximately 
100 yards east of the South Golf Course 
restrooms near the 1st fairway and pro-
vided direct access from Jackson Road to 
the golf course. RMCC Maintenance was 
notified for repair.

July 16
11:51 p.m., Patrol observed a silver 

Toyota 4Runner parked at Lake Calero 

after park hours. Citation issued.

July 17
12:11 a.m., Patrol observed a gray 

Toyota 4Runner parked at Lake Calero 
after park hours. The vehicle was in vio-
lation of RMA Rule IX, Section 2 (Park 
Hours). The vehicle departed shortly after 
Patrol’s arrival. Citation issued.

July 18
12:42 a.m., Patrol responded to a bark-

ing dog complaint near Venado Drive. The 
reporting party advised the barking was 
believed to be coming from the Conejo 
Court area. Upon arrival, Patrol searched 
the area around the reporting party's resi-
dence and nearby streets. No barking was 
heard, and the source of the complaint was 
unable to be located. 

July 19
2:27 a.m., Patrol responded to a report 

of reckless driving near the Backyard 
BBQ. Upon arrival, Patrol contacted 
an employee who stated they had not 
observed or heard any reckless driv-
ing. Two vehicles, a black Hyundai and 
a Mercedes were parked in the lot. One 
employee became confrontational during 
the contact. A second employee advised 

they would be taking the individual home. 
Patrol conducted an area search for the 
reported vehicles but was unable to locate 
any involved subjects. 

2:46 a.m., Patrol responded to a report 
of a suspicious person walking in the 
roadway on Murieta Drive. The reporting 
party was the same resident from a previ-
ous call. Patrol contacted an adult male, 
approximately 6’1”, mid-40s, wearing 
gray shorts and a red striped shirt, walk-
ing on the sidewalk toward Highway 16.

July 28
12:14  a .m. ,  Lake  Clement ia , 

Trespassing. Patrol observed a black 
Toyota Tacoma parked in the Lake 
Clementia parking lot after park hours. 
The guest vehicle was in violation of 
Rule IX, Section 2 (Park Hours). Citation 
issued.

4:08 a.m., First Callaway Drive and 
Murieta South Parkway, Stop Sign 
Violation. Patrol observed a red sedan fail 
to stop at the posted stop sign. The guest 
vehicle was in violation of Rule II, Section 
5 (Stop Sign Violation). Citation issued.

July 29
11:04 a.m., North Gate: FedEx vehicle 

struck the visitor gate arm. Upon patrol’s 

arrival, the vehicle had already left the 
scene. The gate arm was reattached and is 
operational.

July 30
12:24 p.m., Walk-in complaint regard-

ing an adult male reported to be loitering 
near the Lake Clementia amphitheater and 
appearing to be transient. Patrol checked 
the area but was unable to locate person 
of interest.

10:20 p.m., Divac Court, Curfew 
Violation: Patrol responded to a report 
of juveniles speeding and creating a dis-
turbance. Upon arrival, patrol contacted 
a group of seven juveniles with three 
vehicles: a black Ford pickup, a white 
Chrysler, a silver Infiniti and one golf cart 
parked on the street in a development area. 
The group was advised they were in viola-
tion of curfew and instructed to leave the 
area. The juveniles complied without inci-
dent and departed.

11 :44  p .m. ,  Lake  Clement ia , 
Trespassing: Patrol observed a black 
Hyundai parked in the Lake Clementia 
parking lot after park hours. Shortly after 
patrol arrived, a group of four individuals 
returned to the vehicle and left the area. 
The vehicle was in violation of Rule IX, 
Section 2 (Park Hours). Citation issued. H

SECURITY LOGS
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Farm to Fork Tickets  
Go on Sale Aug. 10

We hope you’ll join us for the Kiwanis 
Farm to Fork Dinner on the Green on 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18 at the 
Rancho Murieta Country Club. This fund-
raiser benefits Turn Around Scholarships, 
which help students who have overcome 
significant challenges and made remark-
able improvements in their academic 
performance but may not yet qualify for 
traditional scholarships to colleges, uni-
versities or trade schools.

Chef KC Brown will prepare a gour-
met four-course dinner to be enjoyed with 
friends on the beautiful grounds of the 
country club. It’s a wonderful opportunity 
to spend an enjoyable evening in a lovely 
setting while helping deserving young 
people continue their education.

Tickets are $80 per person. Corkage 
is $20 per bottle, including tax and gra-
tuity. Tickets will be available online 

beginning Aug. 10 at rmkiwanis.org. 
Those who would like to contribute to 
the festive ambiance by providing a table 
centerpiece may contact Carol Prinzo at 
rcprinzo1962@gmail.com. For other ques-
tions, contact Jeannette Edwards at (408) 
515-2636.

Corvette Club Plans Memorial 
Poker Run Fundraiser

The Rancho Murieta Corvette Club 
will host the Jerry McDonald Memorial 
Poker Run on Sept. 26 to raise money 
for its annual Thanksgiving Dinner proj-
ect, which provides holiday meals to 
families in the River Valley area of south 
Sacramento County. 

Named in honor of longtime club mem-
ber and past president Jerry McDonald, 
who died in 2024, the event is open to all 
makes and models of vehicles, including 
sports cars, sedans, SUVs and trucks.

Participants will follow a scenic route 

through the foothills and lower Sierra, 
stopping at five locations to collect play-
ing cards in hopes of building the best 
poker hand. The drive concludes with a 
no-host lunch at Castle Oaks Golf Club, 
where prizes will be awarded. Written 
directions will be provided. 

The $30 entry fee includes two poker 
hands: one for the driver and one for the 
navigator. 

Registration is due by Sept. 12. Entry 
forms are available by emailing pcargts@
yahoo.com. Completed forms, along 
with a check payable to Rancho Murieta 
Corvettes, should be mailed to the address 
listed on the form.

CSD Changes  
August Meeting Dates

The  Augus t  Rancho  Mur ie t a 
Community Services District Board and 
the Finance Committee will be meeting 
later in the month than usual. The board 

will meet at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 26 
and the Finance Committee will meet on 
Monday, Aug. 24.

Rancho Murieta Association  
Seeks Candidates for Board

The Rancho Murieta Association has 
issued a call for candidates for the 2026 
election of directors that will be held on 
Nov. 19. The deadline to apply is at 5 p.m. 
Nov. 26. Two vacancies will be filled. 

The election rules and a self-nomination 
form can be found on the RMA website.

RMA Board to Discuss South 
Gate Improvements Aug. 18

Rancho Murieta residents with ques-
tions about planned improvements at 
the South Gate might want to attend the 
Aug. 18 meeting of the Rancho Murieta 
Association Board of Directors, when the 
topic will be discussed at some length. 

The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. � H
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1premierroofing@gmail.com
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RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR
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WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing
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ROOFING
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Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
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Lic.#302302
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Painting

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
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and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls
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Free estimates. Fore more
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Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing
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•Doors •Windows •Tile
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TheRiverValleyTimes.com

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

RRiveriver V Valleyalley T Timesimes

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $7.91 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $5.84 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.000% 5.30% 5.750% 5.93%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

25 Years Experience!

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561
www.cramerconcrete.com Lic

# 6
86

24
4

Driveway • Patio • Walkway • Pool Decks • Concrete Removal
Stamped • Salt Finish • Exposed Aggregate • Colored • Broom Finish

FREE 
WRITTEN  

ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

Professional • Safe • Reliable • Fully Insured
(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS!

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!
Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551 

 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!
River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group
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Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- For the first time in sev-
eral years, the Rancho 
Murieta Country Club 
used its golf course as the 
setting for a community 
event, holding its Car & 
Art Show July 25.

Twenty-five vehicles 
lined the 18th fairway for 
the car show, while seven 
local artists displayed 
their work in the Terrace 
Lounge. The event, open 
to all Rancho Murieta res-
idents, continued with a 
barbecue buffet dinner 
inside the clubhouse, with 
additional seating on the 
Terrace Patio, where the 
Engine 4 Band performed.

Membership and Events 
Director Chantil Russo 
estimated that more than 
300 people attended and 
said the response was 
strong enough that the club 
has already scheduled next 
year’s event. 

“We are very excited 
to have brought it back,” 
Russo said. “The members 
were so excited to have it 
on the 18th Fairway, and 
we can’t wait to make this 
an annual event!”

The next Car & Art 
Show is scheduled for 
Sept. 19, 2027.

Event Coordinator Laura 
Koontz said people seemed 
happy to have an event 
back on the golf course.

“The cars looked great 

out there,” she said. 
“Overall, it went really 
well.”

Koontz said the enthu-
siasm continued into the 
evening, when attend-
ees enjoyed the Engine 
4 Band and “danced the 
night away on our beauti-
ful patio.”

Longtime country club 
member Rich Carlson, who 
has belonged to the club 
for 39 years, welcomed the 
return of an event to the 
golf course.

“It’s a nice little gath-
ering with all kinds of 
beautiful cars from the 
1930s to the 2020s,” 
Carlson said. “Having a 
barbecue and a concert 
makes it even better.”

Carlson recalled pre-
vious events held farther 
down the course and at the 
driving range. 

“This is a much better 
venue,” he said.

Carlson also praised the 
direction the club has taken 
with its activities, saying 
“the current staff is really 
trying and doing better 
events.”

Local Artists 
Featured

The art show in the 
Terrace Lounge featured 
Mary Broddrick, Rocky 
Dunne, Rebecca Riley, 
Dennyece Farrell, Dave 
Epler, Pam Szemesi and 
Dan Gonsalves.

Szemesi, founder of the 
Rancho Murieta Fine Art 
Association, said the show 
was successful from the 
artists’ perspective. 

“The artists got a lot of 
positive comments, and 
everyone made at least 
one sale, which definitely 
makes us happy,” she said.

Szemesi started the asso-
ciation about two years ago 
to promote local artists and 

provide an online presence 
where community mem-
bers can find and purchase 
their work. 

“The members support 
each other and encour-
age each other to thrive 
with their unique styles,” 
Szemesi said.

The association has eight 
members who participate 
in group shows while also 
operating their own art 

businesses.

Car Show Winners
The car show recognized 

vehicles ranging from a 
1923 Ford Roadster to a 
2025 Chevrolet E-Ray.

Winners were Josh 
Twist, 1955 Chevy Bel 
Air, Best Hot Rod; John 
Quiring, 1971 Plymouth 
Barracuda, Muscle Car; 
Gary and Teresa Silva, 

1923 Ford Roadster, Pre-
1935 Vintage; Dan and Pati 
Gonsalves, 1937 Chevrolet 
Pickup, Truck/SUV; Kirk 
Steele, 2005 Porsche, 
Import/European; John 
O’Brien, 2015 Bentley, 
President’s Choice; and 
John Edmunson, 2025 
Chevrolet E-Ray, People’s 
Choice.

See more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. � H

Car & Art Show Brings Community Onto Golf Course

Ron Russo judges an entry during the Rancho Murieta Country Club’s Car & Art Show on July 
25. Photo by Gail Bullen

Twenty-five vehicles line the 18th fairway for the Rancho Murieta Country Club’s Car & Art 
Show. Courtesy photo
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Artist Dan Gonsalves holds the airbrush he uses to create 
photorealistic paintings, including this portrait of a jaguar. 
Photo by Gail Bullen


