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CSD Sued Over Water,
Development Agreements

More than 200 residents attend a February hearing on Rancho Murieta’s water supply. The issue remains in the spotlight

following Rancho Murieta Properties’ lawsuit against the Rancho Murieta Community Services District. File photo by Gail Bullen

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho
Murieta Properties and four affiliated
companies have sued the Rancho
Murieta Community Services
District, alleging the district has
violated decades-old agreements
requiring it to pursue additional water
supplies, provide water service for
specified development and reimburse
the developers for improvements
they helped finance.

The lawsuit comes as the district is
also attempting to resolve a separate
water-related legal challenge with
River Canyon Properties through
mediation after that developer filed a

Government Claims Act claim earlier
this year. (See related story.)

Carol Anderson Ward is the pri-
mary investor in RMP, which has
filed an application with Sacramento
County to develop the Rancho
North subdivision. It has yet to be
approved.

The complaint, filed Aug. 3 in
Sacramento County Superior Court,
alleges breach and anticipatory
breach of contract and seeks sev-
eral court declarations regarding the
developers’ rights.

Among other things, RMP wants
a judge to order the district to dil-
igently pursue an additional 1,400
acre-feet of water, provide the water
and sewer connections required

under its agreements, reimburse RMP
for water-treatment improvements,
and invalidate a 2025 district resolu-
tion that gives priority to establishing
a one-year emergency water supply.

Asked who should be contacted
for the district’s response to the law-
suit, CSD Interim General Manager
Amelia Wilder replied, “The District
does not have a response at this
time.”

Decades-Old Agreement

At the center of the lawsuit is an
agreement dating to 1986, amended
in 1991, between CSD and the pre-
decessors of the current developers.

Under the 1991 amendment, the

Continued on page 5

Pera Drive Sinkhole, Wastewater Surplus
Top Improvements Committee Updates

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - A grow-
ing sinkhole beneath Pera Drive,
millions of gallons of excess treated
wastewater and several other infra-
structure projects were highlighted
at the Rancho Murieta Community
Services District Improvements
Committee meeting on Aug. 4.

The committee also received
updates on wastewater treatment
plant repairs, a planned manganese
study, the nearly completed MEC
culvert project and a proposed new
fee for fire-flow letters.

The committee also spent consider-
able time debating the proposed third
water storage tank, disputes over who
controls committee agendas, and a
Water Vision Working Group project
matrix intended to assign respon-
sibility for long-term water supply
projects. Those discussions are cov-
ered in separate stories in this edition.

Pera Drive Sinkhole

The committee’s most urgent infra-
structure discussion centered on a
sinkhole that has developed on Pera
Drive after storm drain culverts
beneath the roadway began failing.

District staff said deteriorating
culverts have created both a public

Continued on page 2
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Aerial view shows the location of a recently discovered sinkhole on Pera Drive.
Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta Community Services District

River Canyon,
District Head
to Mediation

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District faces another
potential legal dispute over
water service, although that
case has not yet reached
the courthouse.

River Canyon
Properties, developer of
the 198-lot Residences of
Murieta Hills subdivision,
filed a Government Claims
Act claim earlier this year,
a step generally required
before suing a public
agency.

The claim alleges CSD
breached or threatened to
breach a 2014 Financing
and Services Agreement
by placing additional con-
ditions on the issuance of
water meters.

Owner Bob Keil said on
Aug. 12 that River Canyon
Properties and CSD have
agreed to mediation, which
will likely take place in
September.

The district has already
agreed to provide water
hookups for all 68 lots
in the subdivisions first
phase.

The 130 lots in Phase 2
remain in contention, he
said.

River Canyon’s dispute
is substantially narrower
than the lawsuit filed Aug.
3 by Rancho Murieta
Properties and four affil-
iated companies. River
Canyon’s claim primarily
concerns CSD’s conditions
for providing water hook-
ups to an already-approved
subdivision.

The RMP lawsuit is a
broader contract action
challenging CSD’s
water-supply pol-
icies and asserting
long-term water-service,
water-augmentation and
reimbursement rights
affecting several RMP-
affiliated properties.

The two disputes also
approach developer
reimbursements from
opposite sides of the same
2014 financing arrange-
ment. River Canyon is a
“Reimbursing Landowner”
under the 670 FSA and dis-
putes, among other things,
CSD’s demands that it
secure reimbursement obli-
gations as a condition of
receiving meters.

RMP, meanwhile, con-
tends it and its affiliates
helped to finance improve-
ments to Water Treatment
Plant 1 and are entitled
to receive reimbursement
payments collected from
River Canyon and other
developers.

The RMP complaint says
River Canyon tendered a
disputed payment under
protest and alleges CSD is
obligated under the sepa-
rate Rancho North FSA to
pass reimbursement funds
owed by the 670 owners on
to RMP and its affiliates. %
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Ten Seek Four CSD Board Seats

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Ten Rancho Murieta res-
idents have filed to run for
four seats on the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Board
of Directors in the Nov. 3
general election, accord-
ing to Sacramento County

Elections.

Eight candidates are
seeking three four-year
terms. Listed in the order
provided by Sacramento
County Voter Registration
& Elections, they are:

Tom Shewchuk, retired
engineer and volun-
teer member of the CSD
Board’s Water Vision
Working Group.

Jeffrey Berkheim, elec-

Catherine Marie Silvera,
retired attorney.

Maria Caudill, retired.

Peter W. Reagan, engi-
neering consultant.

Timothy Joseph Dec,
technology coach.

Stephen Booth, retired
and former CSD direc-
tor who served from
December 2022 until
resigning in May 2025.

William Gere, the
incumbent

N

director who joined the
board in July 2025 follow-
ing Booth’s resignation.

Two candidates are seek-
ing a separate two-year
term to complete an unex-
pired term:

attorney and cur-
rent Rancho Murieta
Association board mem-
ber, whose term expires in
2027.

Michael Martel, commu-
nity volunteer and former
member of the CSD Board,
RMA Board, and Rancho
Murieta Country Club
Board.

Three current directors
whose terms expire this
year did not file for reelec-
tion: Randy Jenco, Linda
Butler and Tim Maybee.

Maria Caudill was the
only candidate to file a

Sacramento County. Her
statement will be included
in the county voter infor-
mation guide mailed before
the election.

CSD directors serve
staggered four-year terms,
and there are no term
limits.

The River Valley Times
plans to invite all can-
didates to participate
in a pre-election ques-
tion-and-answer feature.

Each candidate will
receive the same questions
and the same word limit,
with responses published

Voter Registration &

tric utility director.

appointed

John Van Doren,

candidate statement with

prior to the election. *

Pera Drive Sinkhole, Wastewater Surplus Top Improvements Committee Updates

Continued from page 1

safety hazard and a threat to the road-
way if repairs are delayed until the rainy
season. CSD Utility Supervisor Cory
Carskaddon presented a $42,613 pro-
posal from Domenichelli & Associates to
perform a site survey, hydraulic analysis,
evaluate three repair alternatives, prepare
preliminary cost estimates and develop
conceptual plans for repairing the storm
drain.

Staff emphasized that the proposal cov-
ers only the engineering phase. They said
the eventual construction project — includ-
ing replacement of large storm drainpipes,
pavement restoration, traffic control and
construction — will likely cost several hun-
dred thousand dollars.

The committee directed staff to move
the Domenichelli engineering proposal to
the Board of Directors for approval at the
Aug. 26 meeting.

The committee also directed that
Domenichelli expand the proposal into a
“cradle-to-grave” agreement that would
include final engineering, bidding assis-
tance and construction management.
Members agreed the project should be
expedited because the roadway cannot
safely wait until winter rains arrive.

Wastewater Surplus Continues

While the district has spent much of
the past year debating future drinking
water supplies, Utilities Manager Travis
Bohannon reported the wastewater treat-
ment plant continues to face the opposite
challenge: disposing of excess treated

ARy T b e R
Image shows a damaged culvert under

Pera Drive. Photo courtesy of Rancho Murieta
Community Services District

wastewater before winter storms reduce
disposal options.

Bohannon said the district currently
has about 138 million gallons of sec-
ondary-treated wastewater in storage.
Although that is down from approximately
166 million gallons at the same time last
year, it remains about 60 million gallons
more than the district had two years ago.
Meanwhile, the treatment plant continues
to produce approximately 2 million gal-
lons of wastewater each day.

To reduce storage levels, the district
continues to deliver recycled water to the
Rancho Murieta Country Club for irri-
gation and to pump water to Van Vleck
Ranch three to four times a week after
repairing pipeline breaks that had inter-
rupted the program. Bohannon said the
repaired line has recently remained in ser-
vice for about two weeks at a time.

He said he hopes dry weather continues

through the end of September — and ide-
ally into October or November — to allow
additional reductions before rainfall cur-
tails golf course irrigation and discharge
permit restrictions tighten.

Bohannon also evaluated trucking
treated wastewater to the Sacramento
Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant
but concluded the option is not cost-ef-
fective. Bohannon said using two tanker
trucks for two months would remove only
about 2.4 million gallons at an estimated
cost of $140,000, making only a small
reduction in the district’s inventory. He
said APS Environmental has indicated it
could assist if conditions worsen during
the rainy season, and he plans to continue
closely monitoring storage levels and to
explain the district’s strategy in an upcom-
ing report to the Board of Directors.

Wastewater
Treatment Plant Repairs

The committee also reviewed two sig-
nificant wastewater treatment plant repair
projects.

One involves emergency replacement of
electrical wiring and a transformer after a
480-volt power feed burned out. A tempo-
rary hard-wired repair has kept the plant
operating, and the approximately $13,100
emergency expenditure will be presented
to the Board of Directors for ratification.

The second project involves rehabili-
tation of the plant’s tertiary filter panels,
which have suffered extensive corrosion
following the district’s conversion to
hypochlorite disinfection. Preliminary esti-
mates place the work between $250,000

and $300,000, and the committee directed
staff to seek proposals outlining repair
options and recommendations.

Manganese Study Delayed

Bohannon reported the district has
completed a request for proposals for a
manganese study but he plans to wait until
November or December to issue it because
manganese concentrations are currently at
seasonal lows.

The delay would allow a consultant
to be selected and under contract before
manganese levels typically increase in hot
weather. The committee agreed with the
proposed schedule.

Equestrian Center Culvert
Nearly Complete
The committee also learned that repairs
to the Murieta Equestrian Center culvert
are approximately 99.5% complete and
on schedule. The only remaining work is
installation of railings, after which staff
plans to provide photographs to the board.

Fire-flow Letter Fee Proposed

Staff recommended creating a $396
fee to recover district costs for prepar-
ing Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District
fire-flow letters required for new construc-
tion and some accessory dwelling units.

The proposed fee would cover both staff
time and engineering services provided by
Domenichelli & Associates. The commit-
tee agreed to move the fee to the board,
with the understanding that district coun-
sel would first review the legal authority
for the charge. *
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Gold Rush Classic Returns for Seventh Year at Country Club

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The Gold Rush Classic
returned to Rancho Murieta
Country Club on Aug. 6
and 7, bringing together
celebrities, golfers, volun-
teers and sponsors for two
days of competition, enter-
tainment and fundraising
benefiting children’s char-
ities and local community
programs.

Now in its seventh
year, the event featured
a celebrity Pro-Am golf
tournament, a celebrity
skins challenge, a $1 mil-
lion hole-in-one contest,
a celebrity draft party, an
awards celebration and the
“Stars & Guitars” concert.
The tournament’s mis-
sion is to support youth
programs, charitable orga-
nizations and children’s
initiatives while showcas-
ing Rancho Murieta as a
premier golf destination.

Organizer John Jacobs
said the tournament has
continued to grow since
its revival and has become
something the community
can take pride in.

“This is our seventh
year, and every year we
learn something new,”
Jacobs said. “We keep try-
ing to make it better.”

He said one of the things
that make the tournament
special is the hometown
spirit.

“It’s really become a
hometown event,” Jacobs
said. “The community gets
behind it. The volunteers,
ambassadors and sponsors
all make our celebrities
and golfers feel welcome.
That’s the spirit we’re try-
ing to create.”

Jacobs described this
year’s tournament as one
of the best yet.

“It was one of our best
events,” he said. “We had
a few hiccups, but over-
all everything went really
well.”

The tournament cham-
pionship was won by the
Adkins Family Vineyards
team of Jake Adkins,
Jeffrey Adkins, lIsaac
Sanchez, Justin Swift,
John Philips and celebrity
Mervyn Fernandez.

A highlight before
tournament play was
Thursday’s celebrity skins
competition, won by for-
mer San Francisco 49ers
standout Dwight Hicks.

Celebrity Mervyn
Fernandez also recorded
the closest shot in the $1
million hole-in-one con-
test, landing 10 feet, 9
inches from the pin on
a shot of more than 170
yards: the first time a
celebrity has earned clos-
est-to-the-pin honors,
Jacobs said.

The event concluded
Friday evening with a
sold-out “Stars & Guitars”
concert featuring The
Cripple Creek Band.

“The concert was excep-
tional,” Jacobs said, adding
that synchronized LED
wristbands provided by
Realtor Karen Hoberg cre-
ated a colorful light show
throughout the audience.

Jacobs said hospital-
ity has become one of the
tournament’s trademarks.
Every hole was staffed by
an ambassador to greet
golfers, explain contests,
keep play moving and
make sure participants
had whatever they needed.
Many holes also featured
their own refreshments
or specialty treats, rang-
ing from root beer floats
and Hawaiian sandwiches
to tacos, hot dogs, skew-
ers, Uncrustables and other
snacks, creating a different

354-9339

20 minute drive from Fols
El Dorado Hills

Rancho Murieta resident Ken Clements poses with celebrity
Dwight Hicks, left, a two-time Super Bowl champion. Hicks is
one of 21 celebrities participating in the event.
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Yvonne Lawrence of North Side Strength & Fitness helps
golfers stay prepared with complimentary Golf Survival Kits
at Hole 7. Courtesy photos

A team contemplates its next move at the 7th hole when the
Gold Rush Classic tournament unfolds at the Rancho Murieta
Country Club.

experience as golfers
made their way around the
course.

About 16 volunteers and
more than 20 ambassadors
helped run the event while
keeping golfers hydrated
in temperatures hovering
around 100 degrees.

The tournament fea-
tured about 21 sports and
entertainment celebrities.
Jacobs said some of the
crowd favorites included
former baseball player
Bryan Hunter, Harlem
Globetrotter Pee Wee
Harrison and artist David

Ken Clements poses with Jeff Barnes, another two-time Super
Bowl champion.

Garibaldi, while Greg
Vaughn, Bryan Hunter
and Dwight Hicks drew
the highest bids during the
celebrity draft party.
Jacobs said commu-
nity sponsors remain the
backbone of the event
because they under-
write celebrity travel,
lodging, transportation,
meals and other tourna-
ment expenses. Among
those he highlighted were
Rancho Murieta Homes &
Land, Planned Solutions,
Elk Grove Chevrolet,

Spa, as well as numerous
other local and regional
businesses.

Proceeds from this
year’s Gold Rush Classic
will benefit Pearls of
Life, Make-A-Wish,
Jordan’s Guardian Angels,
Murieta Trail Stewardship,
the Rancho Murieta
Kiwanis Kids Fishing
Program, Rancho Murieta
Community Church youth
programs, Rancho Murieta
youth sports and other chil-
dren’s charities.

Looking ahead, Jacobs
said planning for next

already begun.

“We’re already talking
about next year,” he said.
“Our biggest goal is to
speed up play so golfers
spend less time out on the
course while still enjoy-
ing the experience. Every
year we evaluate what
worked, what didn’t and
how we can improve the
tournament.”

He said organizers also
plan to continue expanding
community participation
while preserving the home-
town atmosphere that has
become a hallmark of the

and Murieta Inn and year’s tournament has Gold Rush Classic. *
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Water Vision Matrix Advances,
Debate Exposes Competing Views
on Stalled Water Planning

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A proposal assigning
responsibility for Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District’s major
water-supply projects
moved closer to the Board
of Directors on Aug.
4. Still, the discussion
exposed growing frustra-
tion over why many of
the district’s highest-prior-
ity water initiatives remain
stalled.

The discussion before
the Improvements
Committee centered on a
revised “matrix” that tracks
major water projects, iden-
tifies obstacles to progress
and assigns responsibil-
ity for moving each task
forward. The document
grew out of two unanimous
board actions approved
May 27: one by Director
Tim Maybee to document
the Water Vision Working
Group’s assignments and
accomplishments, and
another by Board President
John Merchant direct-
ing the development of
a broader matrix to track
the district’s major water
projects.

Matrix

Tom Shewchuk, a mem-
ber of the Water Vision
Working Group who
condensed the original
staff-prepared document,
which incorporated both
directives, into a shorter
working version, repeat-
edly emphasized that the
presentation reflected the

Tom Shewchuk presents the Water Vision Workmg Group’s
proposed project matrix during the Aug. 4 Rancho Murieta
Community Services District Improvements Committee

meeting. File photo by Gail Bullen

group’s work rather than
his own.

“This is our Water Vision
Working Group’s proposal
of ownership,” Shewchuk
said as he concluded the
presentation, adding that
he would be willing to
present it to the full board
if requested.

Shewchuk said the orig-
inal matrix, prepared by
Interim Board Secretary
Dyanne Fleet using arti-
ficial intelligence, board
transcripts, staff reports
and historical records, had
grown to 18 pages before
being condensed. After
confusion over who was
responsible for further
refining it, he volunteered
to prepare the latest version
and circulate it to the Water
Vision Working Group.

The matrix is orga-
nized into three categories:
wells, Lake Clementia and
other issues. Shewchuk
said many of the group’s
assignments have stalled
because they are awaiting
board direction, responses
from the district’s water

attorney or staff action.

For example, Shewchuk
said the group completed
its review of Water System
Consultants’ groundwa-
ter report, evaluated past
proposals and developed
questions for the district’s
newly retained water attor-
ney. Those questions were
forwarded through Interim
General Manager Amelia
Wilder several months ago,
but the group has yet to
receive any answers.

“We get a black hole of
what’s happening with the
water attorney,” Shewchuk
said. “We’re stuck. We
can’t make any more prog-
ress until we talk to the
water attorney.”

Director Randy Jenco
responded that the latest
delay resulted from the
board’s June 27 decision to
create a matrix, following
a discussion about whether
the Water Vision group
should even exist.

“The whole process
has been on hold waiting
on this matrix to be com-
pleted with names next to
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Well #2 | rech: A
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grant opportunities, and
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Well #7 Dunn Geo-Physics Proposal Board voted No WVWG + Operations N/A

Wells#3/#10 &

Other #14 _Site Summary

Well #4 WSC - Wells Bid Package

Other #5/#9/#11

Well #6
Well #9

WSC- Well Plan & Bids to IC
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Owner
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Gated by Attorney
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Gated by Well #6

Next Action
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The first page of the Water Vision Working Group’s two-page project matrix assigns

responsibility for major water-supply initiatives. Courtesy photo

each task of who’s going
to do what,” Jenco said.
Once the board approves
the matrix, he said, the des-
ignated individuals can
resume work and follow
up with the water attorney
where needed.

Shewchuk also said the
group has been unable to
move forward on Lake
Clementia because the
board has not yet decided
whether the reservoir
should be pursued as an
emergency drinking-wa-
ter source or primarily for
irrigation. Until that pol-
icy decision is made, he
said, further technical work
remains on hold.

Committee Chairman
Bill Gere praised the work
that went into condensing
the matrix but argued the
district first needs to estab-
lish priorities while coping
with limited staffing.

“We’re hiring a new gen-
eral manager and director
of operations, Gere said,
adding that the district
also needs to determine
project costs, funding

sources, grant opportuni-
ties and land acquisition
before advancing multi-
ple engineering projects

simultaneously.

Gere said existing staff
members are already work-
ing long hours to keep
the district operating and
acknowledged widespread
frustration over the slow
pace of progress.

“l sense the frustra-
tion from everyone in the
room,” Gere said. “Things
are moving way too
slowly.”

Shewchuk agreed addi-
tional staff would help but
argued the district already
has experienced volunteers
who are ready to assist at
no cost.

“We have people on the
Vision Group that are free,
and we’re sitting idle,”
he said. “If you want free
labor, we’re here.”

Water Audit

Another example of
stalled work involved the
Water Vision Working
Group’s water audit.
Shewchuk said he iden-
tified about 100 homes
earlier this year that
appeared not to be paying
incremental water charges.
Still, follow-up work has
not occurred because staff
has not yet completed its
review of the residential

data.

“For six months I've
done nothing on the water
audit,” he said, explain-
ing that he is waiting for
staff to finish resolving
residential issues before
beginning a commercial
water-use review, which he
expects will be even more
complicated.

Throughout the discus-
sion, Shewchuk stressed
that the matrix is intended
to assign responsibility for
projects rather than deter-
mine district policy.

Water Tank Exception

He also noted one nota-
ble omission: the proposed
third water tank.

“The Vision Group has
never talked about tanks,”
Shewchuk said. “We’ve
never been chartered with
tanks. If you want us to
work on tanks, we’ll work
on tanks. But that would be
a new charter for the work-
ing group.”

Committee members
seemed to agree that the
revised matrix should be
forwarded to the Board
of Directors for consider-
ation, although no formal
vote was taken during the
discussion. *
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Agenda-Setting Dispute Sparks Debate
at CSD Improvements Committee

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A dispute over who con-
trols the Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District’s meeting agen-
das overshadowed the
opening of the Aug. 4
Improvements Committee
meeting, with directors,
staff and several members
of the public question-
ing whether important
water-supply issues were
being delayed by the agen-
da-setting process.

The discussion began

after several speakers com-
plained about repeated
meeting rescheduling
and last-minute agenda
changes, then quickly
shifted to a broader dis-
agreement over why major
water issues — including
the proposed third water
storage tank, groundwa-
ter development and Lake
Clementia planning — had
not appeared on recent
agendas.

Rancho Murieta resident
Tom Shewchuk first criti-
cized the district’s handling
of meeting schedules after
the committee meeting

Former CSD board member Mike Martel challenges
the district’'s agenda-setting process during the Aug. 4
Improvements Committee meeting, saying he is concerned
that board members may not be able to bring forward topics

for public discussion. File photo

was moved multiple times,
forcing him to cut short
his vacation to attend. He
urged the district to adopt
a more consistent policy
for scheduling meetings
and notifying the public of
changes.

Committee Chairman
Bill Gere agreed the dis-
trict needed to do better
but said Brown Act notice
requirements govern
agenda preparation and
that agenda items need
to be submitted well in
advance.

Rancho Murieta
Properties representative
Jeff Pearson responded
that, while he agreed with
the need for an orderly

process, the district’s
actual practice had often
differed from it.

“I’ve had to get in the
habit of checking com-
mittee meetings or board
meetings the night before
because it’s frequent that
there are changes to the
agenda the day before and
the night before,” Pearson
said.

Pearson said he was dis-
appointed that discussion
of the third water storage
tank had disappeared from
the agenda after initially
appearing in a draft ver-
sion. Gere acknowledged
that the item had been
included briefly before
being removed, saying it

could not legally be added
because the change was
made less than 24 hours
before the meeting.

The disagreement inten-
sified when committee
member Randy Jenco, the
committee’s other board
representative, said he
had asked that discus-
sion of the tank be added
to the agenda after receiv-
ing the draft agenda. He
said Gere later informed
him that only Gere and
Interim General Manager
Amelia Wilder controlled
the committee agenda and
that his request would not
be honored.

“It was absurd,” Jenco
said, noting it was the first
time in six years he had
requested an agenda addi-
tion and been denied.

Developer Bob Kyle
questioned why Lake
Clementia, groundwa-
ter wells and the third
water tank had not “shown
up” on the agenda after
Director Tim Maybee
told him at the previous
board meeting “to send a
list to Amelia of things he
wanted to be considered
for the agenda.”

“Bob, these are huge
issues,” Gere responded.

“They all take a huge
amount of work, and we’re
very short-staffed. So, to
think that we’re going to
stop doing everything to
attend to your list is a bit
much.”

Former board mem-
ber Mike Martel then
questioned whether one
committee member could
prevent another from plac-
ing an item on the agenda.
Wilder said her review of
the district code indicated
that directors may make
suggestions, but she found
no provision requiring that
requested items be placed
on an agenda.

The district’s 2016

Board Guidelines state
that the general manager,
in consultation with the
board president, sets board
meeting agendas. The
guidelines also provide
that committee recommen-
dations and requests from
individual directors are
submitted to the general
manager for consideration
and allow directors to
request future board or
committee agenda items.
However, the guidelines do
not specify whether such
requests must be granted
or establish standards

for when they must be
scheduled.

Martel said he had asked
a government agency to
determine whether the dis-
trict’s practice complies
with state law and the
Brown Act.

“I think this is getting
my hair on the back of my
neck really concerned,”
Martel said. “I don’t mind
having a difference of
opinion and not voting
on stuff, but not to bring
a topic up that concerns a
board member ... I’'m not
sure that’s how America is
supposed to work.”

The agenda dispute
resurfaced later during dis-
cussion of the Water Vision
Working Group’s proposed
project matrix. Shewchuk
said the group had com-
pleted a revised matrix
assigning responsibility
for water-supply projects
and hoped it would be for-
warded to the board.

Jenco argued the board
had directed the com-
mittee to complete that
work and send it back for
approval, but said prog-
ress had repeatedly stalled
because projects were not
being added to committee
agendas.

The committee took
no action on the agen-
da-setting issue,
leaving unresolved the dif-
fering interpretations of
how directors may bring
matters before the public
for discussion. *

From Moratorium Talk to Courtroom

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- The water issues at the
heart of Rancho Murieta
Properties’ lawsuit have
played out publicly for
more than two years,
beginning before current
CSD Board President John
Merchant was elected to
the board.

The CSD board dis-
cussed declaring a
water-shortage emer-
gency at its July 17, 2024,
meeting. Such a decla-
ration under California
Water Code Section 350
could provide the basis for
restrictions on new water
connections.

The board discussed the
proposal but took no action
after District Counsel
Patrick Enright explained
the legal and procedural
requirements that would
have to be met.

Merchant, then vice
president of Save Our
Lakes & Open Spaces and
a member of the public,
supported a moratorium.

More Than 2,000
Sign Petition

Following the meet-
ing, Merchant initiated
a SOLOS petition drive
seeking a moratorium on
future development. The
drive, formally launched
in August, eventu-
ally collected 2,025
signatures from residents.
SOLOS President Cheryl
McElhany presented the
petitions to the CSD board
Dec. 18, 2024.

McElhany said the
request was based in part
on findings in CSD’s
draft Integrated Water
Master Plan indicating
that Rancho Murieta could
face future water-supply
and storage problems. She
argued that the augmenta-
tion alternatives identified
in the plan were not viable
solutions and urged CSD to
declare a water emergency.

She also pointed to
the board’s August 2024
approval of will-serve
letters for 240 lots in
the already approved
Residences, Riverview
and Retreats devel-
opments, saying the

decision jeopardized a
reliable water supply for
existing residents.

The board took no action
on the petitions that night
because the issue had
been placed on the agenda
for discussion rather
than action. Then-Board
President Steve Booth said
the board should consider
bringing the matter back
before a committee or the
full board.

Merchant was elected
to the CSD board in
November 2024 and later
became board president.

Emergency Water
Policy
In March 2025,

Merchant began advo-
cating for a separate but
related policy to maintain a
one-year emergency water
supply.

At the March 11, 2025,
Improvements Committee
meeting, Merchant said the
district should establish a
requirement to maintain
no less than a one-year
supply of water in gross
storage for emergencies.
He identified obtaining
state approval to use Lake

Clementia as drinking
water as a possible first
step.

Merchant’s proposal
was discussed at subse-
quent district meetings
before coming before the
full board as Resolution
R2025-03.

On May 21, 2025,
the board unanimously
adopted the resolution,
which makes establishing
and maintaining a one-year
emergency water supply a
district priority when allo-
cating any secondary or
mitigating source of water.

Rancho Murieta
Properties CEO Greg Dyer
objected to the resolution
at the May 21 meeting,
arguing that it was vague
and did not accurately
reflect state water-code
requirements.

That resolution is now
one of the targets of RMP’s
lawsuit.

Board Moves
Toward Moratorium
The moratorium issue
returned Sept. 17, 2025,
when the board voted 3-2
to begin the formal pro-
cess of considering a

water-shortage emergency.

Merchant and Directors
Linda Butler and Bill
Gere supported begin-
ning the process. Directors
Randy Jenco and Tim
Maybee opposed it. The
vote itself did not impose a
moratorium.

Under Water Code
Section 350, the board
would have to find after a
public hearing that ordi-
nary water demands could
not be satisfied without
depleting the supply to
the point that there would
be insufficient water for
human consumption, san-
itation and fire protection.

Packed Hearing
Ends Without Action

That hearing was held
Feb. 10, 2026, at the
Rancho Murieta Country
Club and drew about 230
residents.

The nearly three-hour
hearing included argu-
ments on both sides. Ten
speakers opposed declar-
ing an emergency, several
warning about potential
litigation and financial con-
sequences. Nine supported
it, citing drought risks,

John Merchant advocated
first as a community member
and later as a CSD director
for policies emphasizing
emergency water supplies.
Rancho Murieta Properties
now challenges some of
those policies in its lawsuit
against the district. File photo
by Gail Bullen

limited storage and the
lack of a confirmed backup
water supply.

The board ended the
nearly three-hour hear-
ing without declaring a
water-shortage emergency
or imposing a development
moratorium.

RMP now points to
that history as part of its
claim that CSD has indi-
cated it may withhold
water service from future
development despite con-
tractual commitments the
developer says prohibit the
district from doing so. %

CSD Sued Over Water, Development Agreements

Continued from page 1

district agreed to pursue an additional
1,400 acre-feet of raw water for specified
development and to continue “diligently,
conscientiously, and expeditiously” pur-
suing alternatives until an augmentation
project sufficient to serve the designated
properties was approved.

The agreement also states that the dis-
trict “will not refrain, on the basis of water
supply considerations, from issuing will
serve letters” for developments covered
by the agreement.

RMP alleges CSD has failed for decades
to fulfill that obligation.

The complaint points to earlier efforts to
develop groundwater that were never com-
pleted, a later groundwater program that
was abandoned in favor of recycled-wa-
ter planning, and unsuccessful efforts to
obtain authority to use Lake Clementia as
an emergency drinking-water source.

More recently, although not reported
in the lawsuit, the CSD Board has been
investigating groundwater as a potential
secondary water source. It hired Water
Systems Consultants to identify potential
well sites, and it formed the Water Vision
Working Group to help evaluate and refine
those locations.

The working group subsequently

recommended additional geophysical
evaluation to help determine the most
promising locations before test wells were
drilled. The board rejected that proposal.
RMP cites the rejection in its lawsuit as
further evidence that CSD has failed to dil-
igently pursue additional water supplies.

Emergency Water Resolution
Challenged

The lawsuit also challenges Resolution
R2025-03, adopted by the board May 21,
2025.

The resolution directs CSD to allo-
cate any “secondary, mitigating source of
water” on a priority basis toward establish-
ing and maintaining a one-year emergency
water supply.

RMP argues that policy conflicts with
the 1991 agreement. According to the law-
suit, the earlier agreement requires CSD to
obtain additional water for specified devel-
opment and gives those developments
priority to water obtained through the aug-
mentation program.

The lawsuit contends CSD cannot
instead give newly obtained water prior-
ity for an emergency reserve while citing
inadequate water supplies as a reason to
withhold service from development.

RMP is asking the court to declare the

resolution invalid, alleging CSD exceeded
its legal authority in adopting it.

The lawsuit also cites the district’s
repeated consideration of a development
moratorium as evidence supporting RMP’s
claim that CSD may not honor its contrac-
tual obligations to issue future will-serve
letters. (See accompanying sidebar on
the water policy decisions leading to the
lawsuit.)

Reimbursement Dispute

A separate portion of the lawsuit
involves money RMP says it is owed
under 2014 agreements used to finance
improvements to the district’s water-treat-
ment facilities.

RMP and related companies helped
to finance the improvements. Under the
agreements, other developers benefiting
from them were required to pay propor-
tional shares as their projects proceeded,
with CSD collecting the money and reim-
bursing RMP.

RMP alleges those developers currently
owe at least $863,997 in base construction
costs. With adjustments for construction
costs, RMP calculates the reimbursement
at least $1.2 million.

The issue overlaps with a separate dis-
pute involving River Canyon Properties,

developer of the Residences.

According to the complaint, CSD
demanded reimbursement from River
Canyon for the water meters for the
development. River Canyon paid under
protest, and CSD subsequently indicated
the money would be held in a segregated
account rather than immediately turned
over to RMP.

RMP contends its agreements require
the district to collect the payments and
reimburse RMP.

What RMP Wants

Rather than simply seeking monetary
damages, much of the lawsuit asks the
court to require CSD to perform obliga-
tions RMP says the district has already
undertaken.

RMP seeks an order requiring the dis-
trict to diligently pursue the additional
1,400 acre-feet of water, provide water
and sewer connections required by the
Rancho North agreement, and pay reim-
bursement funds it alleges are due.

It also seeks court declarations that CSD
cannot withhold will-serve letters for the
covered developments on the basis of
water-supply considerations and that the
district’s emergency-water resolution is
invalid. *
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Kings Korner

SHCRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

Culture

By V.G. Harris

Well, Kings fans, while the NFL is already in
preseason mode and only weeks away from reg-
ular season games, the NBA is not far behind.

In less than 60 days your own Sacramento
Kings will once again be gracing the hardwood,
and many are asking what can they expect?

Ask any 10 people and you’ll get 10 differ-
ent answers.

That would not be true of many organizations
that have developed expectations based on recent
successes and possibly on additions that were
made to the team during the off season.

The Sacramento Kings made the post season
just four years ago and appeared to be on a roll.
So, what happened that brought them to a paltry
22 wins last year?

Injuries certainly played a critical role, but it
is much more than that.

| took a look at the most storied franchise in
the NBA with a total of 18 championship rings.

The Boston Celtics were once almost
invincible, putting together eight straight cham-
pionships, and sending a message that you may
compete with us, but don’t expect to win.

What made the Celtics such a dynasty? One
word describes how Boston got there. Culture.

The Celtics developed a culture that didn’t
just spell team, it defined it.

Led by legendary Red Auerbach, the Celtics
coach developed a team culture that many have
tried to emulate but few have been successful.
Perhaps the San Antonio Spurs may break into
the conversation, as Gregg Popovich led the
Spurs to five championships spanning a 29-year
run.

Gregg Popovich simply had a modality that
much like Red Auerbach, not only grasped the
attention of his team, but transformed it.

So, what you ask, is the culture of the
Sacramento Kings?

If 1 had that answer or even a good guess, |
would certainly venture it.

What | can tell you is that denigrating play-
ers and constantly discussing their lack of ability
as it relates to defense, or some other basket-
ball related issue, is not something that will ever
build a lasting relationship and is conducive to
anything related to culture.

The Sacramento franchise while extolling

their past two drafts, have become cataleptic in
their approach to anything resembling a culture.

Whether the national media can see it or
not, the Kings have an abundance of talent on
the current team, but a culture is badly needed.
Something that isn’t just lip service but shows
up and supports the players in a way that builds
confidence and a trust.

Domantas Sabonis has bought into what the
Sacramento Kings have preached every season
he’s been here and has been the epitome of a
leader literally from the day he arrived.

Domantas had to overcome the many fans that
were crushed by the loss of Tyrese Haliburton,
and all he did was cover his ears and lead the
entire league in rebounding three years in a row.

Imagine breaking a thumb and playing
through the pain to lead the league in rebounding
and double-doubles.

Not lost in his stellar play has been the atti-
tude of a true leader. Always the first player to
help his teammate to his feet, a constant source
of encouragement, Sabonis has been the poster
boy for what an NBA teammate should look like.

But Sabonis isn’t the only player to be
shopped for a trade and criticized for his per-
ceived lack of defense.

Zack Lavine has had to endure constant
dialogue about the over inflated salary he is
receiving and how he is keeping the Kings from
moving forward because of his price tag and lack
of defensive skill.

After these two have been trashed will no
restraint, let’s encourage them to be team leaders
and approach the upcoming season will renewed
enthusiasm.

Earth to the Kings. This is not how team cul-
ture is taught and developed.

Both Sabonis and Lavine have been former
NBA all-stars, and contrary to popular opinion
they both hit the hardwood with the same acu-
men that made them all-stars.

Let’s start but extolling the virtues and build-
ing a culture that the glass is half full and not the
opposite.

| know leaders when | see them, and
Domantas Sabonis and Zach Lavine fit the
description to a tee.

I’m showing up to see them play and | hope
you will too!

All the best! *

Interested in How California Pays for State
Government? Here's Where to Find the Data

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

The state budget is an
obvious source for anyone
interested in how California
finances its programs.

However the budget,
including the latest version
enacted in June, is only a
rough outline, a collection
of suppositions and guesses,
some educated, others politi-
cally motivated.

An obvious example is
what happened four years ago
when Gov. Gavin Newsom
declared that California
had a $97.5 billion surplus,
bragging “no other state in
American history has ever
experienced a surplus as large
as this.”

That number never
appeared in the budget, but
legislators immediately
pumped up spending. The
surplus turned out to be a
mirage based on what offi-
cials later acknowledged was
a $165 billion error in revenue
estimates.

However, the spend-
ing increases were already
in effect, leading to chronic,
multibillion-dollar deficits
ever since. Moreover, one
piece of increased spending,
the extension of health care
coverage to undocumented
immigrants, cost $6.2 bil-
lion more than assumed in the
budget, resulting in cutbacks
of coverage.

While the budget itself is
an imprecise source of finan-
cial information, its addenda
provide troves of useful

data for those savvy enough
to find them. They reveal
such statistics as how many
employee positions the state
has (482,088), a list of the
state’s outstanding bond debts
(873 billion) and how much
the state collects from doz-
ens of specific taxes and fees
(8328.4 billion).

One particularly interest-
ing chart provides details on
revenues and spending year-
by-year, dating back to 1975.
It reveals that income, outgo
and the size of the state pay-
roll remained stable relative
to the growth in California’s
population and personal
income, until Newsom
became governor in 2019.

Since then, the state has
added about 100,000 posi-
tions to its payroll, increasing
it by one-third, relative to
population. State general fund
spending rose from 7.9% of
total personal income in 2019-
20 to 9.58% in 2023-24, the
highest ever recorded since
1975. It now stands at 9.42%.

Those numbers are why
Newsom will be leaving his
successor a very unbalanced
budget — no matter what he
claims. In fact, one adden-
dum projects shortfalls lasting
through the next governor’s
first term, even if general fund
spending remains virtually
static, which it will not.

Those seeking an even
deeper understanding of the
state government’s financial
position have another source:
The 372-page “Annual
Comprehensive Financial
Report” that the state con-
troller’s office files with the
federal government. Its num-
bers are rock solid because
they have to be and are
backed up by audits.

State Controller Malia
Cohen issued the 2024-25
report in May, two months
after the federal govern-
ment’s deadline — but that

was an accomplishment. The
state hadn’t issued a timely
report since 2018 because it
was struggling with a new
financial reporting tool, the
Financial Information System
of California, dubbed FI$Cal,
that was years overdue, many
millions of dollars over
budget and incapable of gen-
erating accurate data.

The financial report covers
a much broader array of state
agencies (201) and programs
than the budget, and there-
fore a much larger financial
spread: $595.5 billion in rev-
enue and $582.5 in spending
— 66% larger than the $351.7
billion current state budget.

Among its revelations is
that the state has $176.5 bil-
lion in unfunded liabilities
for state employee pensions
and retiree benefits, primar-
ily healthcare. The report also
contains detailed data about
taxable sales, personal income
and other economic sectors
from which the state derives
income.

One chart is especially
timely, given the current
debate over Proposition 40,
a ballot measure that would
impose a tax on the wealth
of California’s approximately
200 billionaires. Opponents of
the wealth tax argue it could
impel one-percenters to leave
the state if it passes.

A chart on page 322 hints
at the ramifications, support-
ing the oft-quoted assertion
that California’s top 1% of
taxpayers by income — about
175,000 people — gener-
ate nearly half its income
tax revenues.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. *

Social Security Matters

| Worked for my Ex-husband but Wasn't Paid
and now have little Social Security; What are my options?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: Sadly, |
was in business with my
ex-husband. I’m a nurse
and he was a chiropractor.
He refused to pay me “on
the books” and now, at age
73, after divorcing him
due to his financial irre-
sponsibility (I don’t want
to burden you with the
thefts that he perpetrated),
I am stuck with a small
$773 Social Security pay-
ment each month. At age
73 1 am now faced with
having to go back into the
workforce. Is there any-
thing | can do to prove
that | worked 40 years for
my husband but wasn’t
paid? Signed: Distressed
Divorcee

Dear Distressed: We
are so sorry to hear of
your unfortunate circum-
stances. Assuming your
ex-husband is now col-
lecting Social Security
retirement benefits (or
is at least eligible to if
you are divorced at least
2 years), you should
be able to collect an
ex-spouse benefit as his
former wife. In that case,
you would be entitled to
receive 50% of the Social
Security benefit he was
entitled to at his own full
retirement age (because
he and you were married

for over 10 years).

The way that will work
is that you would con-
tinue to receive your
personally-earned $773
monthly Social Security
retirement amount earned
from other employment,
but you would also be
entitled to a supplemen-
tal “spousal boost” to
bring your payment up to
half of the SS payment
amount your ex-husband
is entitled to at his SS full
retirement age. In other
words, because you were
married to your ex for
more than 10 years, you
are entitled to the same
Social Security benefits as
though you were still mar-
ried. That is true, even if
he has remarried and his
new wife is also getting
a spouse benefit from his
record. You will still be
entitled to an ex-spouse
benefit from your ex-hus-
band as his former wife.
And if he dies before you,
as a surviving ex-spouse
you will get the same
Social Security benefit he
was receiving at his death,
instead of the smaller
amount your will get
while you are both living.

Regarding rejoining
the workforce, while you
can certainly go back
to work at age 73 with-
out it negatively affecting
your Social Security ben-
efits, if you are struggling
financially, I suggest you
visit this website spon-
sored by the National
Council on Aging: www.
benefitscheckup.org. At
this website, you can
enter your zip code and
find much information
about other supplemental

assistance you may be
entitled to where you live,
including healthcare and
medication assistance,
housing, nutritional assis-
tance, etc.

Regarding your ques-
tion: “Is there anything
| can do to prove that
I worked 40 years and
wasn’t paid?” Social
Security determines ben-
efits based solely on your
personal earnings as
reported to the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS),
which is, in turn, depen-
dent on how your joint
income taxes were filed
over the years you worked
in your husband’s busi-
ness. Social Security is
unable to assist you with
IRS matters. I’'m afraid
yours is more of a legal
matter you would need to
pursue by discussing your
situation directly with the
IRS or engaging an attor-
ney for assistance.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation's staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory) or email us at
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org). *
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During the 1979-1980
hostage crisis, a defiant
Iran starkly demonstrat-
ed the limits of American
power. Forty-five years
later, it is doing the same
thing, although in vast-
ly different circumstanc-
es. Back then, when the
post-Vietnam military was
at a low ebb, we didn’t
strike Iran, and a long-shot
rescue operation ended in
abject failure.

Now, with the U.S. mil-
itary at its most proficient
and professional in history,
we have inflicted punish-
ing blows against the re-
gime but still haven’t been
able to impose our will, in
part because we are run-
ning low on the munitions
necessary to prosecute the
war. Not only is this em-
barrassing, it is dangerous.

If Operation Midnight
Hammer -- last year’s
lightning strike against
Iranian nuclear facilities
-- demonstrated the prow-
ess of the U.S. military
and sent a useful deterrent
message to our enemies,
the Iran War is now doing
the opposite. We’re run-
ning low on missiles and
interceptors in a months-
long conflict with a belea-
guered second-rate power.
What would happen in a
drawn-out war with a ma-
jor adversary?

President Trump has
posted a thunderous de-
nunciation of leaks to the
media about our depleted
weapons stocks, and the
leaks are indeed irrespon-
sible. But this problem is
a matter of public record
and has been tracked by
outside organizations.

A Foreseeable and Dire
Munitions Crisis

At the end of July, the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies es-
timated that, out of an ar-
senal of 2,330 Patriot in-
terceptors before the Iran
war, we had roughly 800
remaining. We were down
to roughly 250 THAAD
interceptors from 450 at
the start of the war.

On top of this, news or-
ganizations are reporting
that we are almost out of
ATACMS -- a ground-
launched precision-strike
missile -- and Precision
Strike Missiles, the newer,
longer-range successor to
ATACMS.

This isn’t comforting at
a time when a war with
China could be in the off-
ing. Even before Operation
Epic Fury, a war game in-
volving a conflict in the
Taiwan Strait conducted
by CSIS had the U.S. run-
ning out of key munitions
in days or weeks.

What happened? This is
a crisis a long time in the
making. As defense ana-
lyst Mackenzie Eaglen of
the American Enterprise
Institute has warned for
years, skimping on the ac-
quisition of munitions was
an easy way to meet con-
strained Pentagon budgets,
and we relied on optimistic
scenarios about potential
wars to justify chronically
insufficient production.

For some understand-
able reasons, we also em-
phasized sophisticated
missiles and interceptors
over “good enough” sys-
tems. This led to Iran, for
instance, forcing us to use
highly expensive, diffi-
cult-to-replace intercep-
tors against cheap, bulk
threats from drones. All
this means that we’ve ex-
pended ordnance that it
will take us years to build

again. According to media
reports, we’ve used about
half our supply of Toma-
hawk cruise missiles, when
we’ve been manufacturing
fewer than 100 a year.

We need to put missile
production on a wartime
footing, and leverage hun-
gry new defense firms to
produce cheaper precision
missiles and interceptors
at scale. In World War 11
terms, it’s the difference
between the easy-to-main-
tain and mass-produced
Sherman tank and the ex-
quisite and powerful, but
ultimately impractical Ti-
ger. Whatever advantages
the Tiger had in armor and
punch, you’d still rather be
the U.S. with 50,000 Sher-
mans than the Germans
with 1,500 Tigers.

The Trump administra-
tion has been talking the
right game, and there have
been encouraging moves.
It has signed agreements
to acquire 10,000 cruise
missiles over three years
at a cost of a few hundred
thousand dollars each, far
less than a Tomahawk at
more than $2 million.

Wars always bring sur-
prises. It should have been
a shock to no one, though,
that contemporary military
conflict is largely mis-
sile warfare, or that we’d
have trouble sustaining
prolonged hostilities giv-
en that we started out with
inadequate stocks. The
American way of warfare
is often to mess it up be-
fore adjusting and getting
it right. The course cor-
rection here should be
considered the most ur-
gent priority of U.S. na-
tional security.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Third Tank Delays Draw Fire
as Rio Oso Repairs Loom

By Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- A long-delayed proposal
for a third Rancho Murieta
water storage tank took
on new urgency Aug. 4
after district staff warned
that the Rio Oso tank will
need a complete rehabil-
itation within about 2%
years, potentially leaving
the community without one
of its primary storage tanks
unless replacement storage
or a temporary bypass sys-
tem is in place.

The discussion took
place during the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District
Improvements Committee
meeting, where committee
members, staff, developers
and residents debated why
progress on the third tank
has slowed despite months
of engineering work.

The third tank has
become essential not only
for future development but
also for existing customers.
River Canyon Properties
says the district will not
release water meters for
approximately 130 lots
in the second phase of its
Residences subdivision
until additional storage is
available, while the district
engineer has told the board
that a third tank is needed
to increase emergency
water storage capacity for
current residents.

Rio Oso Tank
Interim Director
of Operations Travis
Bohannon told the commit-
tee that a recent cathodic
protection inspection found
the Rio Oso tank has an
estimated remaining ser-
vice life of about 2% years
before it must undergo a

complete rehabilitation.
“If we’re lucky, 2%
years,” Bohannon said.
“Within the next three

The Rio Oso water storage tank is at the center of a renewed debate over the construction of a third storage tank after district
staff said it will require major rehabilitation in about 2% years. File photo

years, we’re going to have
to do something with Rio
0Oso.”

Rehabilitating the Rio
Oso tank would require
removing it from service.
Unless a third storage tank
is constructed before then,
the district would likely
have to install a temporary
bypass system to main-
tain water service during
the work; the last time this
occurred was in 2009.

Third Tank Delay

The renewed focus on
the third tank came as
developers questioned why
progress on the project has
largely stalled.

Rancho Murieta
Properties representa-
tive Jeff Pearson opened
the discussion by ask-
ing why an update on the
third water tank had been

removed from the agenda
after briefly appearing in
a draft version. He said
the district had already
spent considerable time
and money on engineer-
ing studies and asked for
an update on the search for
the tank.

Committee Chairman
Bill Gere said the item was
removed because it had
been added after the Brown
Act deadline for posting
the agenda. He also said
the district’s lack of a per-
manent general manager
and director of operations
has slowed progress on the
third tank and other major
infrastructure projects.

Gere said the district
has already spent about
$376,000 on district engi-
neer Joe Domenichelli and
another $300,000 on legal
services over the past year,

arguing that the commit-
tee first needs to determine
what it wants to accom-
plish before authorizing
additional engineering
work.

“We need to figure out
what it is that we actu-
ally want before we start
spending the $300- to
$400-an-hour consultant
rates, Gere said.

Pearson rejected Gere’s
contention that the dis-
trict’s staffing shortage
was responsible for the
slow pace of the third tank
project.

“l want to remind every-
body how we got to this
lack of staff,” Pearson said.
“This was a decision that
was made by the board...
This is a self-inflicted
problem.”

Pearson said the board
majority chose to operate

for months without hir-
ing a permanent general
manager or director of
operations and should not
now cite those vacancies as
the reason major projects
have stalled.

Progress Stalls in
May

The disagreement fol-
lows a contentious debate
at the committee’s May 6
meeting. Before that meet-
ing, district engineer Joe
Domenichelli had identi-
fied Site 4 as the preferred
location for the third stor-
age tank. Gere instead
advocated evaluating a site
near the water treatment
plant because the district
already owned the prop-
erty, potentially avoiding
significant land acquisition
costs. Developer Bob Keil
accused Gere of reopening

an issue the district’s engi-
neer had already spent
months evaluating.

Since then, the com-
mittee has not publicly
discussed whether Gere
and Interim General
Manager Amelia Wilder
have identified a new
location or presented any
engineering analysis to
support one.

Keil said the contin-
ued delays have tangible
consequences because the
district has informed River
Canyon Properties that no
water meters will be issued
for approximately 130 lots
in the second phase of its
Residences subdivision
until a third storage tank is
built.

“We have all of the
information to size the
tank, price the tank, build
the tank, permit the tank
and go forward,” Keil said.

Wilder said financing
remains the biggest obsta-
cle, noting the district
could not commit to a proj-
ect expected to cost about
$6 million without first
securing funding.

Jenco argued that was
approaching the issue
backward.

“You’ve got the cart
in front of the horse,” he
said, contending that engi-
neering and design should
come first to determine the
tank’s size, location and
cost before financing can
be addressed.

Gere disagreed, saying
the district first needs to
determine the tank’s size
and location before spend-
ing additional money on
engineering.

The committee took no
action on the third tank.
As a result, the district
still faces decisions about
where to build the facility,
how to fund it and whether
it can be completed before
the district takes the Rio
Oso tank out of service for
rehabilitation. *

Rio Oso Water Tank Power Outage
Causes Temporary Low Water Pressure

By Gail Bullen

River Valley Times Reporter

According to Interim Director of

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) -
served by the Rio Oso water system
experienced several hours of low water
pressure Sunday morning, Aug. 16 after a
scheduled SMUD power outage revealed
an unexpected failure in the Rancho
Murieta Community Services District’s

backup power system.

Residents

Operations Travis Bohannon, SMUD shut
off power to the Rio Oso station at about
8:45 a.m. to perform scheduled trans-
former work. The district had received
about two weeks’ notice of the outage and
had tested its permanent generator before-
hand, discovering it was not operating
properly. A rental generator was brought
in to provide backup power during the

planned outage.

When SMUD cut power, however, the
rental generator unexpectedly failed to
start, causing the station’s pumps to shut

down.

As water system pressure dropped,
customers in the Rio Oso service area
experienced low water pressure until elec-
trical service was restored and the pumps
resumed normal operation. District staff
later determined the rental generator’s
battery had unexpectedly discharged.

properly.

Replacement batteries were obtained
before the second day of SMUD’s sched-
uled work, and staff planned to start the
generator before the outage on Monday,
Aug. 17, to ensure it was operating

Bohannon also reported that the dis-

trict’s permanent generator requires
repairs after testing showed electrical
panel components had failed.

Because replacement parts are no longer
available for the aging generator, the dis-
trict has ordered a conversion kit expected
to arrive within three to four weeks.

Once installed, the repairs are expected
to improve the reliability of the station’s
backup power system. *
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Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.
We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team...

experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.
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The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.125%. The maximum APR that can
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.
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SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary
of activity for the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Security
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log
entries are condensed. For
full security log details,
go to the CSD website at
rmesd.com.

July 31

4:25 a.m., Patrol
observed an occupied
black Mercedes parked
at Lake Calero after park
hours. The vehicle was
in violation of Rule IX,
Section 2 (Park Hours).
The vehicle departed the
area without incident.

4:57 a.m., Patrol
observed a black Hyundai
registered as a guest to
Reynosa Drive, parked at
Lake Clementia after park
hours. The vehicle was
in violation of Rule IX,
Section 2 (Park Hours).
The vehicle departed upon
patrol’s arrival. Citation
documented.

5:10 a.m., Patrol
observed an occupied
black Mercedes (CA LIC#
a guest vehicle associated
with Rio Oso, parked at
Lake Clementia after park
hours. The vehicle was
in violation of Rule IX,
Section 2 (Park Hours).
Patrol made contact via the
PA system, and the vehicle
departed the area without
further incident.

Aug. 3
5:09 p.m., During patrol
of Lake Calero, RMCSD
contacted a group of four

white male juveniles swim-
ming near the boat ramp.
The group was directed to
exit the water and com-
plied without incident.
The juveniles stated they
were guests of the res-
ident at Terreno Drive,
who was not present, plac-
ing them in violation of
RMA Rule IX, Section 1
(Guest Without Resident)

and Rule [IX, Section
2 (Swimming at Lake
Calero).

The juveniles advised
they had no means of
transportation after being
dropped off at the lake.
Resident responded to
the location and remained
with the group. Citation
#21167 was issued to
the residence at Terreno
Drive for the violations. At
approximately 5 p.m., the
juveniles were picked up
by the parent of one of the
group members.

9:38 p.m., Report of a
possible grass fire near the
9th fairway of the South
Golf Course. The report-
ing party advised her
son observed smoke and
smelled smoke while pass-
ing through the area. Patrol
conducted a thorough
inspection from the 9th to
the 10th fairway and found
no visible smoke, fire or
odor of smoke. Unable to
locate any signs of a grass
fire.

10:57 p.m., Murieta
South Parkway, Water
Leak: A resident reported
a water leak along the
side of the residence and
requested patrol determine

THANK YOU
to our Title Sponsor

whether the leak originated
on private property or CSD
property. Patrol deter-
mined the leak was located
on the opposite side of the
property line and appeared
to be on CSD property.
Dispatch was notified to
contact CSD Water.

Aug. 4

12:03 a.m., Patrol
located a vehicle matching
the description provided by
the reporting party, a white
Lexus, observing it fail to
stop at the intersection of
Murieta South Parkway
and Reynosa. The vehi-
cle was later located in the
Riverview development
area. The driver exited the
vehicle and approached
patrol, asking why he had
previously been issued a
citation. Patrol advised the
driver he was in a residen-
tial development area and
needed to leave. The driver
responded with obsceni-
ties toward patrol before
departing the area.

Aug. 6

3:15 p.m., Report of
a solicitor in the area
of Camino Del Sol and
Trinidad Drive. Subject
described as a male adult
wearing a black hat,
white polo, and black
pants. Upon arrival,
RMCSD located the sub-
ject at Camino Del Sol
speaking with a resi-
dent. RMCSD contacted
the subject, who identi-
fied himself as a Bell Pest
Control representative.
Subject was advised of the

No Soliciting regulation,
issued a trespass warn-
ing, and requested to leave
the area. Subject stated he
did not have a vehicle and
had been dropped off in the
area. Subject advised he
would arrange transporta-
tion. RMCSD remained in
the area until the subject
departed.

4:36 p.m., Report of a
disabled vehicle block-
ing the far resident lane
at the North Gate. Driver
advised the vehicle was
out of fuel. Vehicle identi-
fied as a Ford Focus; driver
identified as a resident of
Pescado Circle. RMCSD
conducted traffic control
while the vehicle remained
disabled. At approximately
4 p.m., the driver obtained
fuel and moved the vehi-
cle. Lane clear for normal
traffic.

4:37 p.m., Report of
door-to-door solicitation
in the Via Bernini area.
Subject described as a
male adult wearing a blue
top and tan shorts. Upon
arrival, RMCSD located
a Bell Pest Control repre-
sentative on Via Bernini.
RMCSD contacted the
subject, advised him of the
No Soliciting regulation,
issued a trespass warning,
and requested that he leave
the area.

Subject advised he
had been dropped off in
the area and was await-
ing transportation. The
subject’s pickup vehicle
subsequently left the area,
and the subject departed on
foot outbound on Murieta

Rancho Murieta

=T HOMES & LAND, INC,
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Parkway.

Aug. 8
10:47 p.m., Camino del
Lago: Patrol responded
regarding a complaint of
loud noise from a gather-
ing at the listed residence.
Upon arrival, Patrol
observed no excessive
noise or violations of the
noise ordinance. Residence
has a no-contact restriction
due to prior incidents. No

contact was made.

Aug. 9

7:28 p.m., A Terrata
Homes representative
reported an unknown mal
juvenile trespassing at
the model home located
at Sheldon Ranch Drive.
Requested the subject
leave the property. The
subject complied without
incident. Reporting party
later conducted a walk-
through of the property and
located dark shoe mark-
ings on a second-floor wall
near the stairs. No physi-
cal damage was reported.
Estimated repair cost was
approximately $800.

Subject described as a
male juvenile wearing a
black baseball cap back-
wards, dark shorts, white
top and a black wrist brace
on his right hand. RMCSD
conducted an area search
with negative results.

7:35 p.m., North
Gate Officer reported
a gate runner. A white
hatchback entered by fol-
lowing another guest
vehicle through the gate
without stopping for

verification. RMCSD
located the vehicle, a
white Scion, parked on
Rio Circle. RMCSD subse-
quently located the driver
at Rio Circle. The driver
was identified as a maria-
chi band member who had
been invited to a party by
the resident. Vehicle was
registered to the listed
address.

Aug. 10

7:15 p.m., Report of a
vehicle driving on the golf
course. Reporting party
reported a Tesla Model
Y entered the North Golf
Course near 1st Guadalupe
and Trinidad. Upon arrival,
RMCSD checked the golf
course and did not locate
the vehicle. RMCSD
also checked the Murieta
Parkway exits from the
golf course with negative
results.

Aug. 11

11:24 p.m., Supervisor
Arino, while at the South
Gate, was approached by
an elderly male who stated
he was lost. It was deter-
mined he had driven his
golf cart from the North
Community to the South
Community via Jackson
Highway. Supervisor
Arino obtained his res-
idence information and
escorted him safely home.
Dispatch attempted to con-
tact his emergency contact
on file and left a voicemail
after receiving no answer.
He appeared confused
and possibly experiencing
memory-related issues. %
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Entertainment, Theatre & Culture
for Rancho Murieta

Saturday
August 22, 2026
8:30 PM

Gates Open 7:00 PM

Lake Clementia
Members $30.00
Non-Members $40.00

CHILDREN 6 & UNDER FREE

ETC Members/Sponsors enjoy priority blanket setting
from 8:00 AM — 10:00 AM. General admission blanket
setting from 10:00 AM —12:00 Noon.

Closed 12:00 Noon — 7:00 PM. Gates open at 7:00 PM.
Come early to avoid long lines. Concert starts promptly
at 8:30. No Refunds — No Exchanges.

Events open to Rancho Murieta residents, real property
owners and their guests, ETC sponsors and Rancho
Murieta business owners. Tickets available at Ace
Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Note: Discounted tickets for ETC Members are only
available at Ace Hardware and ETC ticket tables.

Memberships: Joelle Maggio 951-544-0858
Sponsorship/Advertising: Sherrie Evpak 916-467-6090

For the safety of the children
and ALL concert attendees:

CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
& SUPERVISED BY AN ADULT AT ALL TIMES.

No running or racing around the grounds,

blankets, or dance floor.

Keeping the Arts Alive in
Our Community!

WE SUPPORT =,
FIRST RESPONDERS MPG
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Farm to Fork Tickets on Sale

We hope you’ll join us for the Kiwanis
Farm to Fork Dinner on the Green from 4
to 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18 at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club. This fundraiser
benefits Turn Around Scholarships, which
help students who have overcome signif-
icant challenges and made remarkable
improvements in their academic per-
formance but may not yet qualify for
traditional scholarships to colleges, uni-
versities or trade schools.

Chef KC Brown will prepare a gour-
met four-course dinner to be enjoyed with
friends on the beautiful grounds of the
country club. 1t’s a wonderful opportunity
to spend an enjoyable evening in a lovely
setting while helping deserving young
people continue their education.

Tickets are $80 per person. Corkage is
$20 per bottle, including tax and gratuity.
Tickets are available online at rmkiwanis.
org. Those who would like to contribute to
the festive ambiance by providing a table

centerpiece may contact Carol Prinzo at
rcprinzo1962@gmail.com. For other ques-
tions, contact Jeannette Edwards at (408)
515-2636.

Queen of Hearts Fashion Show
Set
for Sept. 23

The Rancho Murieta Women’s Club will
present its Queen of Hearts Fashion Show
on Wednesday, Sept. 23 at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club.

The event will feature a luncheon, fash-
ions from local boutiques, raffles and
volunteer models from the community
showcasing the latest styles. This year’s
Queen of Hearts theme celebrates confi-
dence, style and community spirit, with
guests encouraged to wear black-and-
white attire to complement the festive
décor.

Doors open at 9:30 a.m., lunch will
be served at 11:15 a.m., and the fashion
show begins at 12:15 p.m. Tickets are $45

for Women’s Club members and $55 for
guests.

Reservations are required by Sept. 11.
For more information, contact Barbara
Armstrong at 916-541-1884 or Laura
McAllister at 805-404-7975.

Corvette Club Plans Memorial
Poker Run Fundraiser

The Rancho Murieta Corvette Club
will host the Jerry McDonald Memorial
Poker Run on Sept. 26 to raise money
for its annual Thanksgiving Dinner proj-
ect, which provides holiday meals to
families in the River Valley area of south
Sacramento County. Named in honor of
longtime club member and past presi-
dent Jerry McDonald, who died in 2024,
the event is open to all makes and models
of vehicles, including sports cars, sedans,
SUVs and trucks.

Participants will follow a scenic route
through the foothills and lower Sierra,
stopping at five locations to collect

playing cards in hopes of building the best
poker hand. The drive concludes with a
no-host lunch at Castle Oaks Golf Club,
where prizes will be awarded. Written
directions will be provided. The $30 entry
fee includes two poker hands: one for the
driver and one for the navigator.

Registration is due by Sept. 12. Entry
forms are available by emailing pcargts@
yahoo.com. Completed forms, along
with a check payable to Rancho Murieta
Corvettes, should be mailed to the address
listed on the form.

CSD Changes
August Meeting Dates
The August Rancho Murieta

Community Services District Board and
the Finance Committee will be meeting
later in the month than usual.

The board will meet at 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 26 and the Finance
Committee will meet on Monday, Aug. 24.

*
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Complete Landscape hel on Trust. Delivers dependable service Roofing
Design/ Installation, S e !'On and lasting results. We use premium
Sprinkler System Pmnhng, materials and meticulous craftsmanship
2 . . ROUTT
Installs/Repairs, All Inc. to ensure every job stands the test of time. ROOFING
Types Concrete Work, Specializing ir
. r . pecializing in
; ; Fence Installation, ® Repaints: Exterior EL NINO IS COMING. Res Roofing & Repai
Advertise in Retaining Walls. % Ptorior IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED? “We Hand Nail for
All Types, Drainage . A small leak today can become expensive Quality!
Sys:apms—all typegs * Dry Wall Repair tomorrow. Let our company inspect your roof S TERE Y
your local Landscape Lighting, Free Estimates and keep your home protected through the 209-748-5588
Residential/ commercial rainy season. - A
Ameiican Landscape Design (209) 745-7897 @ August Specials: Jim at 916-531-2793 BBB
; ; Since 1975
. & Installation. Est 1987 3 Generaions of Quality Painters FREE Solar attic fan or call Mike Moylen T ia02300
community American Construction & Property #908019 installed on new roof gt 209-894-6605
Maintenance Company s We accept Visa & e $2500 gutter guard
WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD Mastercard = installed on most homes (call for quote)
newspaper | |(016)612-0776/ [
Visit: mpg8.com
Lic#690968 ) /*-\ .
= )
b “/
IROOIFINIG
c |al' * Trusted Roofing Experts with
Landscaping T —— o Over 30 Years of Experience

Make the last time you cleaned your gutters

the last time you clean your gutters.

e Commercial Roof
Installations

e Seamless Gutters
and Downspouts

e Lifetime Gutter Guard
Screen Installation

e New Roof Installation
e Roof Repairs

e Roof Maintenance

e Roof Leak Repairs

e Roof Moss Removal
e Commercial Roofing

916-900-ROOF (7663)

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

e ROOF REPAIRS
eDRY ROT
o RAIN BARRELS
Paul Clark
916.753.7463 Cell
LIC# 410035

@ SIDING
© WATER DRAINAGE
@ PAINTING

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

Spring one-time cleanup
pruning. Also bark,
weed control, sod,
seed, hauling, etc.

Mobile homes,
commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.
916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

We are looking for local Freelance
Writers to provide great coverage.

MPE Calustoday 16773111

www.pmcgutterman.com
paulmclark49@gmail.com

Yard Sale? Garage Sale?

Advertise in your local
community newspaper!
Call (916) 773-1111

LICENSED, BONDED
& FULLY INSURED

A Veteran
TODAY

LIC# 1039405
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

PURCHASE * REFINANCE

FIXED RATE LOANS

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan

RATE APR

5250  5.55

180 Monthly Payments of $8.04 per 51,000 Borrowed

30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan
RATE APR

6.000*  6.18"

360 Monthly Payments of $6.00 per $1,000 Borrowed

Check the EI Dorado Advantage:
v No Application Fee v/ No Prepayment Penalty v Local Processing and Servicing

> £L DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years
por (o e

ELK GROVE « 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. * 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA « 7185 Murieta Drive ¢ 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢ 8973 Grant Line Road * 916-686-0200

Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,
primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

John Taylor

Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA 95683
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

For All Your m

Insurance Needs A RMER S
— In Business
Since 1984

INSURANCE

- License #: 0678249

Call today for a policy review and quote!

(916) 485-3236

916-402-6021 (Cell)

EB;E LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Arrtins www.eldoradosavingsbank.com 800-874-9779 2 Fis
Edward]ones' > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

2-Year

4.30%

6-Month 1-Year

4.00% | 4,15%

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon, CFP’
Financial Advisor
2360 East Bidwell St Ste 102

Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

k
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 07/29/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance
does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL EXP 31 MAR 2( AECSPAD 2057681

Oriental Rugs | PerS|an Rugs | Navajo | Tapestrles
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River
Pick-up & Delivery www.SHANEIl.com

Since 1989

A Veteran

7 TODAY

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

King pour drears
Ij IN RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY;
HOME STAGING

7 !(qu’z(’; .lffb

(916)

932.6693|

RanchoMurietaHomes.com

flw

“”"REALTORSY
If &

RANCHO
MURIETA
__RESIDENT

RiverVALLEY TIMES

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse
and Sacramento County.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive

for an objective point of view in the reporting of
news and events. It is understood that the opinions
expressed on these pages are those of the authors
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions
of the publisher or our contributors.

The River Valley Times is not responsible for
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted.
Ownership of all advertising created and/or
composed by the MPG is with the publishing
company and written permission to reproduce the
same must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times,
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608.

The River Valley Times is published twice monthly.
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information.

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

River Valley Timesis a
member of Messenger
Publishing Group

To submit your articles,
information, announcements
or letters to the editor, please
email to:
Publisher@mpg8.com.

Be sure to place in the
subject field “Attention to
Publisher” If you do not have
email access, please call us
at (916) 773-1111.

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

MPG

Do You Need
Your Legal Ads

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-773-1111

All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

TheRiverValleyTimes.com
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

IN-PERSON THERAPY IN
RANCHO MURIETA

=35

Life can feel overwhelming,
but you don’t have to face it alone.

| provide compassionate therapy for adults,
adolescents, couples, and families dealing
with life’s challenges.

Amy Goudreau, LMFT $4  3¢ “

BRAINSPOTTING
CERTIFIED

g
Yo

LMFT #150967
ession.

© AMY@AMYGTHERAPY.COM
© RANCHO MURIETA, CA

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

N

BEST PRICE
Stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

Aule Body

Tece.
EXPRESSIONS

@ Lifetime Warranty

@ Family Owned & Operated
@ OEM Certified Technicians
@ Most Insurance Welcome
® Most Makes & Models

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr.
Elk Grove N e
New Paint
G _ Booths for
[ J Large Vehicles

www.autobodyexpressions.com

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!
We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents
Owned & Operated
“Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex™

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Speciallll

216-354-0209

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS!

Home Improvement Professionals
Professional « Safe ¢ Reliable « Fully Insured

(916) 487-8655

www.mrhandyman.com/arden-arcade

B4 Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning
E4 Tile € Grout Restoration

£ Natural Stone Cleaning
€ Sealing

MURIETA
CARPET &

Stone Gure
Carpet ¢ Tile * Grout * Natural Stone /

RONNIE CRAVEA
916-502-1531+

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident - Licensed € Insured \ b
Lic # GNB32024-01516 - Call for a FREE Estimate Today! &

Murieta

(/S8

25 Years Experience

RAMER CONCRETE, ..

VT Ta

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish « Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood B

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561¢
www.cramerconcrete.comz:=

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

® [Independent Living ® Respite

e In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

years

experience

j%wﬁame

BUILDING SUPPLY

(916)
“Since 1949 45 5 -305 7
5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento

« We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

FALL AMERICAN PRO
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION

* FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED % VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS %
% GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE %

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS,
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL.

st GIVE US A CALL. |cass osss,
A4 916-504-0188 |-

PROFESSIONAL PET WASTE REMOVAL SERVICE

el
. Total clean

SCOOP TEAM

HONEST SERVICE. FAIR PRICING.
- SPOTLESS RESULTS.

O 916-250-2506
WWW. TOTALCLEANSCOOPTEAM.COM

Grow your business here!

Call (209)

745-1551

fo advertise with us today!

River/Valley Times * Messenger Publishing Group M@
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Titans of Rock Deliver High-Energy Night of Classic Hits

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG)
- Even triple-digit tem-
peratures couldn’t keep
classic rock fans away
from the Lake Clementia
Amphitheater on Aug.
1, where Entertainment,
Theater & Culture for
Rancho Murieta’s Titans of
Rock concert had concert-
goers singing, dancing and
calling for an encore.

Although Sacramento
reached 102 degrees ear-
lier in the day, ETC
board members said the
amphitheater became
comfortable after the sun
slipped behind the hill.

“While it was a warm
August day, once the sun
sets behind us it’s always
comfortable in the grassy
bowl near the water,”
ETC Vice President Jane
Rosetta said. “It was a
beautiful summer evening
for some classic rock.”

ETC President JT Turner
said attendance closely
matched ticket sales,
despite concerns that the
daytime heat might dis-
courage concertgoers.

“There may have been
a few ticket holders who
decided to stay home
because of the extreme
heat earlier in the day,
which would certainly be
understandable,” Turner
said. “But overall, we were
very pleased with the turn-
out and the number of
people who came out to
enjoy the evening.”

The Southern
California-based trib-
ute band, managed by
Rancho Murieta-based Hip

Rancho Murieta Fine Arts Association artists Rebecca Reilly, left, and Pam Szemesi put the
finishing touches on paintings they created from brushstrokes contributed by residents earlier
in the day. The completed works were given away during the concert.

Entertainment & Events,
treated the audience to
more than 90 minutes of
classic rock spanning sev-
eral decades. According
to the concert program,
the group recreates are-
na-style rock performances
with songs from the 1960s
through the 2000s, fea-
turing music by artists
ranging from Led Zeppelin
and the Rolling Stones to
Pearl Jam and U2.

Lead singer Brett
Copeland immediately

connected with the
audience.

“We’re the Titans of
Rock, and we are so happy
to be here on this beautiful
Saturday,” he said. “You
probably already know it,
but wow, are you blessed
to live in this beautiful
countryside.”

The band opened with
Jimi Hendrix’s “Purple
Haze” before moving
through an eclectic mix
that included songs by the
Rolling Stones, Creedence

Clearwater Revival, The
Doors and Metallica.
One of the night’s big-
gest surprises came when
Copeland asked whether
the crowd wanted to
hear Metallica’s “Enter
Sandman.” The dance floor
erupted as fans enthusi-
astically sang along to
the heavy metal anthem.
Afterward, Copeland told
the audience it was the best
crowd participation he had
ever heard on the song.
Throughout the evening,

Copeland mixed humor
with audience interaction,
joking about the weather,
complimenting Rancho
Murieta residents and
encouraging requests as
the band selected songs on
the fly. When the sched-
uled performance ended,
the audience wasn’t ready
to leave. Turner returned
to the stage to tell the band
that the crowd wanted one
more song, prompting an
encore of Hendrix’s “Fire.”

After the concert,
Copeland praised both the
venue and the audience.

“I couldn’t have been
more surprised and more
pleased by the beauty,
exteriorly and interiorly,”
he said. “I hope they invite
us back someday... We
loved being here.”

Turner said the enthu-
siastic audience mirrored
the comments he has con-
tinued to receive since the
concert.

“I thought the band’s
performance was fan-
tastic,” he said. “Their
energy was amazing, and
the crowd really seemed
to feed off of it. The feed-
back I’ve received since
the concert has been over-
whelmingly positive.
People loved the energy,
the musicianship and espe-
cially the nostalgia of
hearing so many songs that
brought back memories.”

The evening also high-
lighted ETC’s broader
mission of supporting
local arts. Before the con-
cert, Turner introduced
Rancho Murieta Fine Arts
Association artists Pam
Szemesi and Rebecca
Reilly, who invited morn-
ing arrivals who were
laying out their blankets

to add brushstrokes to
blank canvases. During
the day, the artists trans-
formed those community
contributions into finished
paintings, which were
awarded via a drawing
during the concert.

Turner also recognized
local sponsors, thanked
volunteers, presented vol-
unteer Jeanette Edward
with a gift basket from
Rancho Murieta Health
Club and entertained
the crowd by launching
T-shirts into the audience
with a cannon.

Rosetta said incorporat-
ing the artists into the event
reflected ETC’s ongoing
commitment to the arts.

“We are so happy to con-
tinue our partnership with
the Rancho Murieta Fine
Arts Association and keep
the arts alive in our com-
munity,” she said. “Having
Pam Szemesi and Rebecca
Reilly with paint supplies
added lots of fun to the
morning crowd waiting to
set down their blankets,
and lots of people contrib-
uted to the canvases. The
finished products were just
wow!”

Turner agreed that
adding local artists
strengthened the event.

“One of ETC’s missions
has always been to support
the arts and provide oppor-
tunities to showcase talent
within our community,” he
said. “Being able to incor-
porate local artists into an
event like this gives them
additional exposure while
also adding another dimen-
sion to the experience for
our attendees.”

View more photos at the-
rivervalleytimes.com. %

PICTURE PERFECT
DbDRUNCH

BRUNCH MENU SERVED EVERY SUNDAY 10 AM - 2 PM
LUNCH MENU AVAILABLE BEGINNING AT 12 PM

Harrahs

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

foue

évef 7

RESTAURANT & BAR

4640 COAL MINE ROAD

. IONE, CA 95640




