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Q&A with new Oxford Police 
Chief Jeromy Grniet
BY WALTER BIRD JR.

When you’re a kid, you’re of-
ten told your parents know 
best. There was even an 

old TV show called “Father Knows 
Best.” In Jeromy Grniet’s case, it 
turned out his grandmother may 
have known best. 

An Oxford High School gradu-
ate, Grniet is a “Pirate through and 
through.” What he was going to be 
when he grew up, however, wasn’t 
quite in focus when he attended 
Worcester State University. It was 
his grandmother who one day told 
him that the deadline for the po-
lice officer’s civil service exam had 
been extended, and she thought he 
should give it a try. 

“I don’t think you’re the type 
who wants to sit at a desk all your 
life,” Grniet recalled her saying. 
So, he did. And he passed. In 
December 1998, Grniet was one 
of nine who were appointed as 
permanent intermittent police of-
ficers in Oxford. About four years 
later, in 2002, the town hired him 
full-time. 

Twenty-seven years later, in 
June 2026, Grniet, a near lifelong 
resident of Oxford whose parents 
moved the family there from 
Worcester, was named Chief of 
Police, succeeding former Chief 
Mike Daniels,

The YankeeXpress had the 
opportunity recently to sit with 
Grniet in his office, talk policing, 

tour the station, and watch him 
interact with his officers. Over the 
course of a little over an hour, a 
few things became crystal clear: 
Grniet loves his town. He loves 
his family (his parents still live in 
town, and he and his wife have 
raised three boys). And he abso-
lutely loves his job. 

From how he talked about the 
chiefs under whom he has served, 
including Charles Noyes, who 
first recommended hiring him 
many years ago, to the praise he 
lavished on his current crop of 23 
officers, the passion was evident, 

the energy, even after nearly three 
decades in uniform, palpable. 

All of that was on display as he 
answered a wide range of ques-
tions from a reporter, who among 
other things learned that the new 
chief ’s biggest wish when he ulti-
mately retires is for one opportu-
nity to wind the clock in the tower 
at Oxford Town Hall. 

What are your top priorities for 
the Oxford Police Department? 

CHIEF
continued on page 2 

Chief Jeromy Grniet. Photo by Walter Bird Jr. 

Auburn’s Flock cameras; 
A crime-fighting tool 
that comes with 
privacy concerns
BY RILEY FRANKIAN

Auburn police are adding six 
new cameras to the town’s 
roadways, giving officers 

another tool to investigate crimes 
while joining a growing national 
debate over privacy and surveil-
lance.

The Auburn Police Depart-
ment began installing Flock Safety 
automated license plate readers, or 
ALPRs, in July. Four cameras are 
currently operating, with two more 
awaiting installation. The cameras 
were purchased through grant 
funding and placed along selected 

roadways and travel corridors based 
on Mass. Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) traffic data.

The technology is designed only 
to capture information about ve-
hicles, not the people inside them.

When a vehicle passes a Flock 
camera, the system captures still 
images in an attempt to read its 
license plate. It can also iden-
tify characteristics including the 
vehicle’s make, model, color, and 
other distinguishing features.

The cameras do not continuously 

Photo: Tony Webster, Wikipedia
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108 Crystal Pond Rd., 
Eastford, CT 

860-974-1150

www.buellsorchard.com

We have We have 
Sweet Corn, Sweet Corn, 
Tomatoes,Tomatoes,

Early Apples, Early Apples, 
Pies, Cheese, Pies, Cheese, 

Preserves, Preserves, 
and More!and More!

Summer Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8-5;

Saturday 8-3; Closed Sunday

PEACHESPEACHES

PICK PICK 
YOUR YOUR 
OWN OWN 

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE
YOUR APPOINTMENT!

40 Douglas St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Connections Physical Therapy is a family, locally owned 
and operated company with 23 clinics throughout 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
Connections PT is committed to providing the highest quality

 of care for our patients in a one-on-one setting.
Call us NOW to set up an appointment!

Services:
Orthopedic Physical Therapy • Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Neck and Back Pain Relief • Manual Therapy
Sports Injury Treatment • Vestibular Rehabilitation • & More!

Contact Us:
508-501-5008

Uxbridge@ConnectionsPT.com
Connectionspt.com

We’ve been taking off like a rocket 
these last two to three years. We’re 
in rebuild. My goals for the next 
six to nine months are to rebuild 
the rank structure. We’re pursuing 
accreditation, which is important. 
Another goal is to get our detec-
tive and investigations positions 
allocated. We have 23 personnel. 

We had a staffing study conducted. 
It came back that we needed five 
additional positions. We’re working 
toward that. We got one, a full-time 
School Resource Officer, which is 
up and running. 

Is there a growing disconnect 
between how police do their jobs 
and how public views policing? In 
my job interview, they asked me 
what I felt would be challenging to 
me. I challenge every police chief 
to insulate their police department, 

support everybody inside, and 
insulate them from political opin-
ions. We are going to do our job. 
No matter who’s on the other end 
of the phone, no matter what your 
political views are, if you pick up 
the phone and call us, we’re going 
to respond to you. As police, you 
deal with five percent of the public, 
95 percent of the time. We’re here 
for the 100 percent of the public. 
The 95 percent you’re not hearing 
from are satisfied, happy, and sup-

portive, and care about the police 
department. They understand what 
we have to go through to support 
them. Maybe the loudest voices get 
heard, but that’s a small percentage. 

What are your thoughts on a 
Civilian Review Board? Absolute-

ly. I think it would be a red flag if 
you said, ‘Oh, no, we don’t want to 
do that.’ If civilians are educated on 
what their job is and what our job 
is, and collectively they take a look 
at things, sure. We’re completely 
transparent. 

Do you support having a men-
tal health professional respond-
ing to 911 calls? We are working 
on a licensed mental health pilot 
program. Officers have to wear 
multiple hats. What we’ve done 
recently … is look at a four-town 
pilot, with Auburn, Charlton, Ox-
ford and Leicester. We’re looking 
into getting the grant money for a 
shared mental health worker. The 
officer will always have to still go to 
a call. The policy is for officers to 
facilitate and de-escalate and get to 
the point where the mental health 
worker can come in and do their 
job in a safe setting. 

Would you support using Flock 
cameras in Oxford? It’s been pre-
sented but we do not have them. 
I’d have to look at where and to 
what level. AI is here. We do have a 
nice AI camera system for our own 
safety. I look at it from a standpoint 
of an investigative tool for us. I 
do understand there are perfectly 
law-abiding citizens who aren’t for 
it. I get why they’re not for it. It’s 
always been that in a public place 
you don’t have a right to privacy. 
Basically, when you go out, you’ve 
always been subject to filming and 
recording. 

Is there anything you wish the 
public could understand better 
about what police deal with on a 
daily basis? It’s hard for people to 
take the uniform off and see that 
we’re human. We do make mis-
takes, but we have high standards 
for ourselves. But you have to take 
that uniform off and see us as that 
father, that son, that mother, that 
brother, that sister. Our officers 
are just like you. If we can con-
nect like that, and we don’t think 
we’re better than anybody else … I 
tell officers to think about what if, 
whether you’re making a stop or 
answering a call, the whole world 

is watching you at that moment? 
What is their expectation? That’s 
your job, to fulfill that expectation 
of how you should perform your 
job.

What is something people don’t 
know about you? I’m a big golfer. I 

have three boys, so my big thing is 
if I can get together a Father’s Day 
foursome. Growing up, my dad was 
a motorhead. He built hot rods. 
He’d be in the garage. I’d be hand-
ing wrenches to him, and he’d be 
working on something he got out 
of the junk yard. Even to this day, 
I have an older car my dad passed 
down that we work on together 
when we can. I love old, vintage 
stuff. Old cars, old sports stuff. I 
love going to the flea market. I’m a 
big history person. 

Throughout the interview, Grni-
et appeared relaxed and at ease, a 
man thoroughly comfortable with 
the new job title bestowed upon 
him. He smiled frequently, and 
when he was asked about mental 
health workers responding to 911 
calls, he swiveled in his chair to 
the desk behind him, picked up 
a report he had been reviewing 
earlier, and grinned again, pleased 
to reveal to his questioner that a 
program was already in the works. 
There was an obvious reverence 
for the job and the career he has 
had, which was apparent when he 
talked about the previous chiefs. 

The lasting impression came 
when Grniet took his guest into 
another room, where two on-duty 
officers and an off-duty officer, 
Robert Picard, sat at their stations. 
Officer Larry Carlberg, originally 
from North Carolina, stood up 
immediately and extended his 
hand. He and Grniet chatted a bit, 
as did Officer Daniel Cavic, before 
Cavic and Carlberg hurried out the 
door in response to a call on Old 
Worcester Road. 

As the chief made his way back 
to his office, he praised all three 
officers and the department in 
general.

“We have a great team right now. 
We really do,” he said. “There’s so 
much camaraderie right now with 
new people coming in.”

Grniet was told that it seems like 
his grandmother was right with her 
suggestion all those years ago.

“Yeah,” he said. “She was.”

CHIEF
continued from page 1

“No matter who’s 
on the other end of  the phone, 

no matter what your political views are, 
if  you pick up the phone and call us, 

we’re going to respond to you.” 
– Police Chief  Jeromy Grniet
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Commercial

From the Publisher
Dear Readers and Valued Ad-

vertisers, 

For many years, it has been our 
privilege to publish and deliver 
your hometown newspaper, con-
necting local businesses, organiza-

tions, and 
residents 
throughout 
the com-
munities 
we proudly 
serve. We 
sincerely 
appreciate 

your loyalty and support.
Like many community newspa-

pers across the country, we have 
experienced significant increases 
in postage, newsprint, and pro-
duction costs, along with the 
impact of new tariffs. At the same 
time, we can no longer pass these 
increases along to our advertis-
ers, which makes it increasingly 
difficult to sustain direct-mail 
delivery.

After careful consideration, we 
have decided to transition to a 
community-distribution (drop) 
model beginning with our Sep-
tember edition. While the way our 
newspapers are delivered is chang-
ing, our mission is not.

Our readership isn’t ending—

it’s evolving.
Instead of arriving in your 

mailbox, our newspapers will be 
available at convenient com-
munity locations, including local 
businesses, restaurants, libraries, 
municipal buildings, and other 
high-traffic destinations. This 
makes it easy for readers to pick 
up a copy while they’re out in the 
community and helps keep our 
publication highly visible.

Community-distributed 
newspapers are intentionally 
picked up by readers who want to 
stay informed about local news, 
events, and businesses, creating an 
engaged audience and continued 
value for our advertisers.

Most importantly, this change 
allows us to continue to support 
local businesses, promote com-
munity events, and provide the 
trusted hometown publication 
you’ve come to expect.

This decision was made with 
one goal in mind: to ensure the 
long-term future of our newspa-
per and our commitment to the 
communities we proudly serve.

Thank you for your continued 
confidence in Our Town Publish-
ing, publisher of the YankeeXpress 
Publications. We appreciate your 
support as we begin this next 
chapter and look forward to serv-

ing our communities for many 
years to come. 
 
With sincere appreciation,

The Our Town Publishing Team 
Publisher of the YankeeXpress 
Publications

Where to find the 
YankeeXpress starting 
in September.

AUBURN	
A Great Notion	
65 Southbridge St.
Weepin' Willies	
64 Auburn St.
Herbal Life	
64 Auburn St.
Root & Press Café	
163 Washington St. (Inside Lun-

dgren Honda)
Town of Auburn Recreation 

and Culture	
104 Central St.

OXFORD	
Half Baked & Fully Roasted	

578 Main St.
Oxford Market, Deli & Cater-

ing	
676 Main St., N. Oxford
Hometown Liquors	
240 Main St.

Oxford Package	
331 Main St.
Veranda Cafe	
6 Charlton St.
Slice of Heaven	
273 Main St.
DJ's Sports Cards	
5 Sutton Ave.
	

If your business would like to 
carry the YankeeXpress, 
please email Laura at
lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Please visit theyankeexpress.com 
for the most updated locations

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.
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Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Souvenirs 

Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards 

 Hats • Jackets 
Tervis Tumblers

Etched Glassware

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com
  508-943-4900 • 154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA
“Images of America, Webster” book

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and 
Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

•Apples •Peaches
•Cider •Plums
• Specialty Sauces 
   and Salsas
•Fruit Pies
•Apple Crisp
•Apple Dumplings
•Apple Cider Donuts

HAWK HILL 
ORCHARDS

PICK YOUR OWN

83 Carleton Rd., Millbury, MA
508-865-4037

APPLES 
Visit Our 

Americana
Country

Store

•Jams/Preserves
•Maple Syrup
•Dessert Breads
•Gifts •Honey
 

OPEN
Labor Day Weekend 

& Labor Day 10am-5pm
After that 10am-5pm

Wed. thru Sun.

A hard defeat for Oxford Senior Little League
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

After putting up back-to-
back 10-0 victories over 
Worcester and Melrose, the 

Oxford Senior Little League team 
once again found themselves as 
state champions. For the second 

straight year, the Oxford team 
headed to the regional tourna-
ment in Bangor, Maine. 

Going up against eight teams 
in the regional tournament, Ox-
ford came across something they 
had not experienced all season 
long - a loss. Maryland took 
home a 9-8 win, putting the first 
blemish on Oxford’s perfect re-
cord. The eight errors made in the 
opening game were a significant 
contribution to the loss.

“Playing in a double elimina-
tion tournament, losing that 
first game really hurt us,” Oxford 
Coach Jay Reyes said. “If we had 
only committed five errors, we 
probably would have won that 
game. Losing put us in a tough 
situation: if we lose again, we’re 
all done.”

The Massachusetts team found 
themselves trailing 8-4 going into 
the final inning. Oxford scraped 
across one run before Owen 
Leavey launched a three-run 
homer to tie the contest. In the 
bottom of the inning, Oxford 
pitchers administered two walks, 
a passed ball and a blooper to seal 
the loss.

But the Oxford team put that 
loss behind them and focused on 
the task at hand. Over the next 
four games, Oxford played the 
type of baseball that got them 

to the regional tournament 
in Maine. For the second 
straight year, they advanced 
into the championship brack-
et. But they were up against a 
high task – they would have 
to defeat Delaware twice 
without losing once to cap-
ture the regional title.

The championship game 
brought the kind of excite-
ment one hoped for, as both 
teams managed a single run 
through four innings. Oxford 
pushed across another run 
in the sixth to take the lead, 
leaving the team with hopes 
of forcing a winner-take-all 
game. Unfortunately, the 
Massachusetts champs al-
lowed a walk, an error, and a 
base hit with three runs scor-
ing - and Delaware closed the 
door on Oxford once again. 

“We needed two wins and 
with the team being up 2-1 
late we thought that it was 
going to be enough,” the 
coach said. “But the walks [six in 
total] came back to hurt us again 
and put the game in a different 
perspective.”

Reyes went on to state that 
Delaware was very patient at the 
plate, while Oxford was not get-
ting the calls from the umpires 
and that sealed their doom. 

Mason Foskett went five innings 
for Oxford allowing one hit, two 
earned runs, with six walks and 
nine strikeouts. 

“To lose in the championship 
game two years in a row was tough 
on the kids. A lot of these kids have 
played together for some time,” 
Reyes said. “Looking back on that 

first game really hurt us 
the most. If we had won 
that game things would 
have looked very different. 
I think that we were the 
better team throughout 
this series.”

Over the last four years, 
Chase Reyes has found 
his way into the regional 
tournament in all four 
years (two years with the 
Auburn Little League as 
13- and 14-year-olds, and 
two with Oxford as 15- and 
16-year-olds). He will be 
one of many players who 
will move on next summer, 
leaving the Oxford team 
with a very different look. 

The Oxford players (13 
from Oxford and three 
from Charlton) learned 
how to lose in a high-
stakes game last year, and 
unfortunately, they learned 
this hard lesson again.

“We had very high 
expectations coming into 

this year,” Reyes said. “If we don’t 
lose that first game - I believe that 
we win the tournament.”

It’s a guaranty that the Oxford 
Senior Little League team will re-
build for next summer’s play. How 
it will look and how far the team 
will go will be exciting to watch.
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FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Catherine Harrington
Financial Advisor

Grand Prize Winner enjoys
a day at Southwick's Zoo

Grand Prize winner Chelsea T. recently redeemed her four-
pack of tickets to Southwick's Zoo, enjoying a memorable 
day with her extended family. Pictured above, Chelsea is
the second from the right.

who correctly identified all 10 HIDDEN ANIMALS
in our May newspapers to win general

          admission tickets to  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OURCONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
GRAND PRIZE & RUNNER UP WINNERS

Thank you
to all our

readers for
your enthusiastic

participation
in making this
contest a fun
and successful

community
event!

Medway & Millis Local Town Pages ............ Lydia T.
Hopedale Local Town Pages ...................... Lisa B.
Holliston Local Town Pages ....................... Alan M. 
Franklin Local Town Pages ........................ Amanda G.
Blackstone Valley Express - South ............. April H.
Blackstone Valley Express - North.............. Emilia S. 
Bellingham Bulletin ................................. Scott R.
Ashland Local Town Pages ........................ Suzanne M. 

Wachusett Free Press................................ Stacy J.
Upton & Mendon Free Press ...................... David C.
Milford Free Press ..................................... Paulo Sergio P.
The Yankee Express - South ....................... Emily C.
The Yankee Express - North ....................... Hale S. 
Norwood Local Town Pages ....................... Kelly A .
Norfolk & Wrentham Local Town Pages ..... Joseph C.
Natick Local Town Pages ........................... Meg W. 

localtownpages

OSTRICH

PORCUPINE

TIGER

TURTLE

SNAKE

LEMUR

GIRAFFE

RHINO

ZEBRA

GRAND PRIZE WINNER - Wachusett Free Press .... Chelsea T.

CAMEL

What does financial fulfillment actually feel like?

Feeling financially fulfilled 
means so much more than just 
the number in your bank account. 
It's about being able to take your 
family out to dinner without 
calculating whether you can afford 

it. It means sleeping soundly on 
a Sunday night, knowing that if 
the water heater gives out tomor-
row, you can handle it. And it's 
saying yes to a vacation because 
you planned ahead and the money 
is there.

In short, financial fulfillment is 
the feeling that your money is sup-
porting the life you want.

Yet true fulfillment is surpris-
ingly rare. Only 16% of Americans 
are financially fulfilled, according 
to a 2026 study by Edward Jones 
and Gallup, “Money and Meaning: 
Understanding Financial Fulfill-
ment." Those at the other end 
of the spectrum, the financially 
stressed (32%), often say that 
money regularly controls their 
daily decisions. Most Americans 
(51%), however, fall in the middle 
— the financially conflicted. They 
manage to get by but often carry a 
persistent undercurrent of worry.

Notably, where you land on this 
spectrum has less to do with your 
income than you might expect. 

More than half of households 
earning $175,000 or more are still 
financially conflicted. 

Building the foundation
So, the question becomes, "What 
do financially fulfilled people do 
differently?" Simply put, they tend 
to have foundational planning 
structures in place. Five behaviors 
show up consistently among the 
financially fulfilled, and they're 
simple steps you can take, too.

•  Build an emergency fund 
(98% of fulfilled have this). Aim 
for saving three to six months 
of living expenses in a liquid, 
easily accessible account. When 
you know you can handle the 
unexpected, you stop bracing 
for it, and lower stress gives you 
a higher quality of life.

•  Create a financial plan for 
retirement (91% of financially 
fulfilled have one). It’s hard to 
feel in control if you don’t know 
where you’re going. A retire-
ment plan puts a real number 
on what you’ll need and lays out 

a clear path to get there, with 
built-in protection against life's 
unexpected curveballs. 

•  Save intentionally for major 
milestones (87% of financially 
fulfilled do). A home renova-
tion, a new vehicle or a child’s 
education don't have to feel 
disruptive. Setting money aside 
deliberately for the milestones 
you anticipate means you can 
say yes without scrambling.

•  Put an estate plan in place 
(66% of financially fulfilled 
have). Estate plans are not just 
for the wealthy. A will and basic 
estate plan help ensure what 
you’ve worked for still reflects 
your wishes after you’re gone. 

•  Work with a financial advisor 
(60% of financially fulfilled who 
sought any guidance have used 
an advisor in the past year). The 
internet is great, but real guid-
ance comes from a credentialed 
person who knows you and 
your family and what you want 
your money to do for you.

Knowing that your money 
is working toward the life you 
want doesn't happen by accident. 
Feeling financially fulfilled is 
worth the effort and may be more 
achievable than you realize. 

Contact Catherine today to 
discuss this topic or any of your 
financial goals. 

Catherine Harrington
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
11 Millbrook Street
Worcester, MA  508-755-1213
Catherine.Harrington@
edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.  Edward 
Jones and its financial advisors 
cannot provide tax advice. You should 
consult your qualified tax professional 
regarding your situation.  

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of 
this article.
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ETIQUETTE
continued on page 7 

Etiquette Express: Making everyday interactions better
Etiquette & Leadership Coach helping people show up with confidence, kindness, and credibility.
BY LEE-ANN BARKHOUSE

Self-Awareness: The Foundation 
of Respect

The best etiquette isn’t about 
knowing which fork to use or 
when to send a thank-you note.  
It’s about self-awareness.  Self-
awareness is the ability to recog-
nize how our words, actions, and 
behaviors affect the people around 
us.  Whether we’re responding 
to a coworker, posting on social 
media, supervising our children, 
or navigating family relationships, 
etiquette begins with three timeless 
principles:  Respect.  Consider-
ation. Honesty.

Before speaking, posting, or 
reacting, ask yourself:  Is it respect-
ful?  Is it considerate?  Is it honest?

Those three simple questions 
can prevent misunderstandings, 
strengthen relationships, and create 
more positive workplaces, families, 
and communities.  This month’s 
questions all remind us that eti-
quette isn’t about rules. It’s about 

the choices we make every day.

Q. I have a family member 
and his wife who have two 
lovely young children who 

have not received any vaccinations. 
The parents are firmly against 
vaccines.  How do we respectfully 
handle family gatherings when 
there are elderly relatives and oth-
ers with health concerns?

A. This is one of today’s most 
sensitive etiquette chal-
lenges because it involves 

both personal beliefs and health 
concerns. The goal isn’t to debate 
vaccination choices but to commu-
nicate with kindness and respect.  

If certain family members have 
health concerns or feel uncomfort-
able, it’s perfectly appropriate to 
acknowledge those feelings and 
look for alternatives.  You might 
say: “We’d love to spend time 
together.  Because we have older 
family members and others with 
health concerns, we’re trying to be 

extra cautious.  Perhaps we could 
meet outdoors or plan another visit 
that works for everyone.”

Respect doesn’t always mean 
agreement.  It means recognizing 
that people may have different per-
spectives while honoring one an-
other’s boundaries with kindness.  
Relationships are far more valuable 
than winning an argument.

Q. While working in an 
office cubicle area, is it 
best practice to keep your 

personal cell phone on silent and 
take personal calls outside of the 
office?  In my office, one person 
has been asked multiple times 
to silence their phone, yet they 
become annoyed and dismiss the 
request.  Human Resources won’t 
do anything about it.

A. Absolutely.  One of the 
foundations of workplace 
etiquette is respecting the 

shared environment.  A cubicle 
may feel like your personal work-
space, but it is still a communal 
setting where everyone deserves 
the opportunity to work without 
unnecessary distractions.

Keeping your phone on silent 
and stepping away for personal 
calls demonstrates professional-
ism and consideration for your 
coworkers.  Just as we silence our 
phones during meetings, presenta-
tions, or performances, the same 
courtesy belongs in an open office.

This situation also highlights the 

importance of leadership.  Orga-
nizations benefit from establish-
ing clear expectations for shared 
workspaces through employee 
handbooks, posted office etiquette 
guidelines, or discussions during 
staff meetings.  When expectations 
are communicated consistently and 
applied fairly to everyone, they be-
come part of the workplace culture 
rather than a personal criticism 
directed at one individual.

A respectful workplace isn’t cre-
ated by policies alone.  It’s built one 
thoughtful action at a time.

Q. I keep seeing passive-
aggressive posts on social 
media.  Recently, a friend’s 

daughter publicly criticized people 
for being unkind to her mother.  
I don’t know the full story, but it 
seems like posting online only 
makes things worse.  What is the 
best approach?

A. Social media has made 
it easy to express our 
emotions instantly, but it 

is rarely the right place to resolve 
personal or family conflict.  Once 
emotions become public, misun-
derstandings often multiply and 
people feel pressured to choose 
sides.

Before posting, ask yourself, 
“Am I trying to solve a problem, or 
simply express my frustration?”

If the goal is healing, a private 
conversation is almost always 
more effective than a public post.  

If you’re simply observing the 
situation, resist the temptation 
to comment or become involved 
unless someone has asked for your 
support.

Before you hit “Post,” remember 
that words written in anger often 
last much longer than the emotions 
that inspired them.

Q. My brother recently posted 
something on social media. 
Instead of responding to 

his post, a relative commented by 
asking whether he was still speak-
ing to me.  How should this be 
handled?

A. Family relationships de-
serve privacy and respect. 
Public comment sections 

are not the appropriate place to 
discuss personal family matters or 
invite others into them.

The best response is often no 
public response at all.  If you feel 
the need to address it, do so pri-
vately.  A simple message such as, 
“I’d appreciate keeping our family 
matters offline. If you ever have a 
question, please ask me directly.” 
is respectful, honest, and protects 
everyone’s dignity.

Sometimes the most gracious re-
sponse is choosing not to continue 
a conversation that never belonged 
in public.

Q. I recently attended a sport-
ing event where there were 
many empty seats around 

us.  Several young children sat in 
seats that didn’t belong to their 
family while their parents sat else-
where. The parents brought them 
food but left them unsupervised.  
The children climbed on the seats, 
were disruptive, and one even 
slipped and got hurt. Later, when 
the actual ticket holders arrived, 
the children moved.  What is the 
proper etiquette in this situation?

A. Purchasing a ticket gives 
you the right to the seat 
you’ve selected, not to any 

unoccupied seat you happen to 
find.  While some venues permit 
guests to move to open seats later 
in an event, children should never 
be left unattended in seats that 
don’t belong to their family.

Good etiquette begins with 
respect—for other guests, for the 
venue’s policies, and for safety. 
Parents have a responsibility to 
supervise their children and teach 
them that public spaces are shared 
with others.  Climbing on seats, 
disturbing nearby spectators, or 
occupying seats that may belong 
to someone else affects everyone’s 
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record video, use facial recogni-
tion, identify drivers or passengers, 
track cell phones, or issue auto-
mated traffic citations, according to 
Auburn Police Chief Richard Mills.

“Auburn is located at the inter-
section of several major road-
ways and is in close proximity to 
multiple interstate highways,” Mills 
said. “Vehicles involved in crimes 
committed both within Auburn 
and in surrounding communities 
frequently travel through town.”

The department says the cam-
eras can help locate stolen vehicles, 
wanted suspects and missing or 
endangered people and assist with 
criminal investigations.

Flock Safety Chief Communi-
cations Officer Josh Thomas said 
the company’s technology is “not 
observing humans” and “not track-

ing people,” adding that its LPR 
devices do not use race, gender, or 
biometric identification.

Still, the technology has become 
controversial in communities 
across the country. Axios, a news 
and media website, provides 
an in-depth analysis of public 
opinion on Flock cameras. Critics 
argue that compiling time and 
location-stamped information 
about vehicles can amount to a 
form of mass surveillance, while 
supporters point to cases in which 
ALPRs have helped police solve 
crimes and locate missing people. 
Recent months have seen growing 
opposition to Flock cameras, with 
some Massachusetts communities, 
such as Littleton and New Bedford, 
removing their cameras or pausing 
their use.

Auburn police say safeguards 
are intended to address privacy 
concerns.

All Auburn officers and civilian 

dispatchers are trained and cur-
rently have access to the system. 
Data collected by the town’s cam-
eras is retained for 30 days before 
being automatically deleted unless 
lawfully preserved for an investi-
gation or another legitimate law 
enforcement purpose.

Every search is logged and 
auditable. Mills said the depart-
ment also subscribes to Flock’s 
audit assistance program, which 
can flag searches that may warrant 
additional review.

Flock ensures that outside law 
enforcement agencies do not auto-
matically have access to Auburn’s 
data. Requests must be reviewed by 
Auburn police on a case-by-case 
basis.

“The data is not freely shared,” 
Mills said. “We believe we are 
rather conservative in our sharing.”

Flock Chief Information Se-
curity Officer Chris Castaldo has 
similarly emphasized that private 
customers cannot access law 
enforcement data, while agencies 
maintain control over whether 
their information is shared.

Auburn has also stated that it 
will not grant access to its LPR data 
for civil immigration enforcement.

For residents, the debate 
ultimately comes down to how 
much surveillance is acceptable 
in exchange for another tool for 
public safety.

Mills said the department recog-
nizes that the technology must be 

accompanied by restrictions and 
oversight.

“The value of this technology is 
dependent on using it responsibly 
and transparently,” he said.

Auburn’s Flock transparency 
portal, linked through the police 
department’s website, provides 
information about system usage, 
searches, and data access so that 
people can stay informed about 
Flocks policies and practices. The 
department also plans to make its 
own policy available through the 
portal.

The YankeeXpress will continue 
to cover the latest developments 
when it comes to Flock cameras 
and their usage in nearby munici-
palities.

ETIQUETTE
continued from page 6
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experience.
If the children’s behavior 

becomes disruptive or presents a 
safety concern, it’s appropriate to 
notify an usher or event staff mem-
ber.  They can address the situation 
professionally without placing 
other spectators in an uncomfort-
able position.

Public events offer wonderful 
opportunities to teach children 
consideration, responsibility, and 
respect for others.  Those lessons 
often leave a far greater impression 
than the final score of the game.

ETIQUETTE REFLECTION
Etiquette is not about perfection 

or memorizing rules.  It is about 
making choices that strengthen 
relationships and demonstrate 
respect for others.

The next time you find yourself 
in a difficult situation, pause and 
ask yourself:

Is it respectful? 
Is it considerate? 
Is it honest? 

When those three principles 
guide our decisions, good etiquette 
becomes more than good man-
ners—it becomes a way of living.

Until next month, be kind, be 
thoughtful, and remember that the 
smallest acts of consideration often 
leave the greatest impression.

Warm regards,
Lee-Ann 

Have a situation you’d like help 
with?  Write in or email (info@
investinuma.com) and your ques-
tion may be featured in a future 
column.  Let’s build a kinder, more 
respectful world, one interaction 
at a time.

Lee-Ann Barkhouse is the 
founder of Invest in U, where she 
helps individuals and organiza-
tions build confidence, profes-
sionalism, and meaningful connec-
tions.  She is a certified etiquette 
trainer, board-certified health & 
wellness coach, and workshop 
facilitator who inspires people to 
communicate with confidence, 
strengthen relationships, and show 
up as their best selves.  Learn more 
at www.investinuma.com  

CAMERAS
continued from page 1
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LIVE MUSIC BY THE LAKE • 200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

For tickets and more information,
visit www.IndianRanch.com

OZZMOSIS
(OZZY OSBOURNE TRIBUTE)

VAN HAGAR (VAN HALEN TRIBUTE) 

CRÜECIFIED (MOTLËY CRÜE TRIBUTE)

SHOT OF POISON (POISON TRIBUTE)

THE PRIEST (JUDAS PRIEST TRIBUTE)
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TICKETS
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AUGUST 30 • 1PM
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OCTOBER 3 • 1PM

AUGUST 29 • 7:30PM
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SEPTEMBER 20 • 1PM

100 FM THE PIKE BOOS CRUISE 
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS

OCTOBER 16

INDIAN PRINCESS LAKE TOUR
OCTOBER 2AUGUST 28 • AUGUST 29

AUGUST 30 • SEPTEMBER 6
SEPTEMBER 13 • SEPTEMBER 20

OCTOBER 3

MUSIC CRUISE WITH JEDIAH JARVAIS

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Lawnmower & Tractor Service 

Tune-Ups & Repairs 
 Snowblower & Generator Repairs

Pickup & Delivery

Help shape Oxford’s 
future: Take the 
Master Plan survey
What should Oxford look 

like 10, 20, or even 30 years 
from now? That ques-

tion is at the heart of the Town of 
Oxford’s Master Plan process—and 
residents are asked to help provide 
the answer.

The town encourages residents, 
business owners, property owners, 
and anyone who has a connection 
to Oxford to participate in the 
Master Plan survey. The survey 
provides an opportunity for the 
community to share its thoughts 
about the future of the town, 
particularly how Oxford should ap-
proach land use and development.

A Master Plan is more than a 
planning document. It establishes 
a long-term vision for the commu-
nity and provides a framework to 
help guide future decisions about 
growth, development, infrastruc-
ture, housing, open space, trans-
portation, and other issues that 
affect the character and quality of 
life in Oxford.

One of the most important com-
ponents of developing a successful 
Master Plan is understanding what 
residents value about their com-
munity—and what they would like 
to see change.

Oxford has experienced sig-
nificant growth and change over 
the years, and additional changes 
are likely in the future. Decisions 
about where and how development 
occurs can have lasting impacts 
on neighborhoods, 
businesses, natural 
resources, municipal 
services, and the 
overall character of 
the community.

The Master Plan 
survey gives residents 
a chance to weigh in 
on these issues. Do 
you think Oxford has 
the right balance of residential, 
commercial, and industrial devel-
opment? Are there areas where ad-
ditional development would make 
sense? Are there places where 
development should be limited or 
carefully managed? What charac-

teristics of Oxford are important to 
preserve as the community grows?

These are the types of questions 
that community members can help 
address through the Master Plan 
process.

Importantly, residents do not 
need to be experts in planning, 
zoning, or development to par-
ticipate. The survey is designed to 
gather the opinions and experi-
ences of the people who live, work, 
own property, operate businesses, 
and spend time in Oxford every 
day.

Every response helps provide a 
clearer picture of the community’s 
priorities. While the survey is only 
one part of the Master Plan pro-
cess, broad participation will help 
ensure that the plan reflects the 
community rather than the views 
of only a small group of residents.

The Master Plan will ultimately 
serve as a roadmap for Oxford’s 
future. It can help the town identify 
priorities, establish policies, and 
make informed decisions about 
how land is used and how future 
development should occur.

Your participation matters. 
Whether you have lived in Oxford 
for decades or recently made the 
community your home, you have a 
perspective that can contribute to 
the conversation.

Take a few minutes to complete 
the Master Plan survey and help 
shape the future of Oxford.

Oxford’s future is a 
community decision. 
Make sure your voice is 
part of it.

Paper copies are 
available in the town 
hall, library, and senior 
center and completed 
surveys can be re-
turned to any of those 
locations. To take the 

survey, go here: https://cmrpc.
typeform.com/oxfordmp or scan 
the QR code.

The survey is open through Sep-
tember. The Master Plan Commit-
tee’s next meeting is September 14 
at 6 p.m. at the Oxford Town Hall.
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Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
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Reserve your space today by contacting Kate Carr at 
508-304-3019 or by email at katecarr@localtownpages.com

COMING IN OCTOBER

localtownpages

Reach up to 166,000 local readers
focused on enhancing their indoor & outdoor living spaces

when you advertise in our
Fall Home Improvement Guide!

RESERVATION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 11, 2026

ZONE 1: REACH 62,000
Auburn*, Charlton*, Douglas, Dudley*, 

Grafton, Holden, Millbury, Northbridge, 
Oxford*, Paxton, Rutland, Sutton, 

Uxbridge and Webster*

ZONE 2: REACH 104,764
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, 

Hopedale, Medway, Mendon, Milford, 
Millis, Natick, Norfolk, Norwood, 

Upton and  Wrentham

Beginning with the September editions, the five Yankee North and South communities in Zone 1 (denoted by *)
transitioned to convenient, high-visability pickup locations throughout each town.

Above par: Tyler Friend plays for Bay Path golf
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

It wasn’t something that had 
been on his radar, but a few 
years ago after driving past 

Thompson Speedway with his 
grandparents, Tyler Friend no-
ticed a driving range and wanted 

to find out more about it. The 
Bay Path athlete checked out the 
range, started to enjoy the time 
he spent there, and eventually 
purchased his own golf clubs.

“Originally I was just at the 
driving range hitting balls,” he 
said. “I enjoy trying new things, 
this was fun and I was getting into 
it.”

When they were freshmen, he 
and his friend Andrew Lashua 
tried out for Bay Path’s golf team. 
The duo made the junior varsity 
squad and as Friend continued 
to put up good numbers, he was 
elevated to the varsity team.

“It was definitely a surprise to 
me, but I felt that I was capable of 

playing good on this level,” Friend 
said. “My first varsity match I shot 
a 44 and while not that good to to-
day’s standards, I was very happy 
with the score as a freshman.”

While playing as a freshman, 
Friend continued to learn about 
the game and fell in love with the 
sport. Following that season, he 

spent a good portion of 
his summer on the golf 
course looking to better 
his scores.

“Tyler loves the game 
of golf, which is always 
a plus,” Bay Path Coach 
Mike White said. “He 
has improved his game 
and is our best player 
by far. Last year he shot 
in the 37-38 range, one 
or two over par which 
is pretty good for a 
high school athlete that 
hasn’t really played the 
game all that much.”

Throughout the sum-
mer Friend continued 
to work on his game 
and found that he was 
becoming increas-
ingly consistent with his 
shooting. Once he came 
to the realization that 
his game was continu-
ing to evolve, he made 

the decision to work 
even harder to improve. 
Friend started to focus 

on just going out and getting the 
ball down the fairways and onto 
the greens. He learned to take low 
risk shots to bring his game to the 
next level.

As he got ready to enter his ju-
nior campaign, Friend found that 
he had been named a captain and 
needed to take more responsibility 
with the Minutemen golfers.

“As a captain, I need to make 
sure that the team is confident ev-
ery time that we take to the course 
and we all play well together as a 
team,” Friend said. “This summer 
a lot of us have been getting to-
gether and working on our games 
for the upcoming season.”

Friend noted that he and his 

teammates will need to stay con-
sistent throughout the season. In 
the past, the team had had a few 
golfers posting lower scores, but 
others put up higher numbers, 
which hurt the team’s overall 
games. This year the Bay Path 
golfers are looking to all be on 
the same page and put some good 
rounds together as a team.

When it comes to his personal 
game, Friend hopes that he can 

break par and continue to do that 
throughout the rest of the year. 
Coach White is on the same page 
as his top golfer.

“His chipping and putting have 
improved since he first began 
playing on the team while his 
driving is already great,” the coach 
said. “I am looking for him to hit 
par this season and if he can do 
that, it should help the team out 
a lot.”

In addition to watching his 
game improve to help the team, 
the junior golfer would like to 
eventually win a tournament at 
some point. Last year at the Cen-
tral Mass Vocational State Cham-
pionship, Friend finished fifth and 
he wants to improve upon that 
finish this year.

“Golf sparked something inside 
of me and I want to see how far it 
can take me,” Friend said.

Tyler Friend on the fairway.
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

Paws for thought

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

Just when I thought I couldn’t 
get any closer to Luke...

It’s happening before my eyes. 
Our bond has deepened. Our love 
has grown wide and strong—right 
alongside his big, chunky paws.

The Morning Wail
Nothing compares to the greet-

ing that awaits me every morning 
after our daily rituals.

Bathroom duty, check.
Bowl of kibble, check.
Speed-eating gobble, check.
Finally, the best part of our 

morning surrounds me like the 
sound of an orchestra playing at 
dawn.

“Arrrahh-oooh!”
Luke wiggles around the kitchen 

carrying his red-hot chili pep-
per—his favorite stuffed toy. His 
morning greeting falls somewhere 
between the sound of a sing-
ing cow and a very happy dog. 
Whatever it is, his joyous serenade 
makes a profound statement about 
the best way to begin the day.

“Guess what? A new day has be-
gun! I’m so happy to see you! Thank 
you for loving me! Thank you for be-
ing the best Dog Mom! I love you so 
much! Let’s play! Let’s wiggle! Let’s 
just get the most out of life!”

The more I reinforce his 
gratitude, the more dramatic he 
becomes.

“Is that your chili pepper, Luke? 
I like that toy. Do you want to 
playyyyy?”

He rubs his whole body against 
my lap in enthusiastic agree-
ment while also reminding me of 
something important: I am part 

of Luke’s territory. I’m his person, 
and his dog hair says so. A pattern 
of loose fur scattered across my 
clothing has become my eccentric 
tattoo.

But how can I complain?
Luke’s morning attitude is con-

tagious—in all the right ways. He 
reminds me that a good attitude 
leads to a good day. He reminds 
me that happiness is a choice. 
Circumstances are irrelevant. What 
happens to you or around you 
doesn’t define you. When life gets 
hairy, shake it off onto your person 
and remember that GOD—dog 
spelled backwards—doesn’t make 
mistakes.

“Today is going to be soooo 
fabulous!”

Luke dances happily around me 
while I squeeze his chili pepper at 
the middle, making it squeak.

Beedoo.
Beedoo.
Beedoo.
The playful rhythm mirrors 

our joy, and before long we’re 
both moving foolishly to the beat. 
Sharing mornings together has cer-
tainly brought me closer to Luke. 
Thankfully, there are many more 
examples of our deepening bond.

Maturity
The bark-back-harder spats of 

Luke’s younger years have been 
replaced by a quiet confidence.

Often, while we stroll through 
the neighborhood and encounter 
more aggressive dogs, he’ll simply 
gaze up at me and smile, as though 
to say, “He doesn’t know any bet-
ter.” Or “She’s still learning.”

Likewise, he’s become much 
more subtle when begging for table 
scraps.

“I was thinking, since you’re prob-
ably full by now, you could toss me a 
little piece of that egg.”

He stares at me with the stillness 
and authority of a presidential pro-
file carved into New Hampshire’s 
White Mountains until I finally 

surrender.
“Do you want some egg yolk, 

Luke?”
As though a genie has suddenly 

brought Luke’s statue to life, he 
softens and breaks into a warm 
smile.

“I would be honored to try some.”
Snuggle Time
Luke is, by far, the most affec-

tionate dog I’ve ever owned—and 
the first to earn on-the-couch 
privileges.

“Do you want to snuggle, Luke?”
He’ll wait patiently at the edge of 

the couch before sauntering away, 
as though he’d rather have his own 
space. I play along.

“Okay, Luke. I’ll be right here if 
you change your mind.”

Before long, he returns to the 
nook by my feet and looks up at 
me.

“I’m ready to join you now.”
I pat the cushion, inviting him 

up. He prepares for snuggle time 

with the careful precision of an 
airline passenger rearranging 
luggage in an overhead bin. He 
shifts. He maneuvers. He turns 
one completely unnecessary circle. 
Finally, he settles, resting his head 
in my lap.

Together, we share an unspeak-
able moment of quiet understand-
ing.

Every season with Luke reminds 
me that God’s greatest lessons don’t 
always come wrapped in words. 
Sometimes they arrive with four 
paws, a squeaky chili pepper, and a 
heart that loves without condition. 
And every month, our bond grows 
just a little deeper.

Until next time. Stay tuned for 
more wagging tales.

Write to Amy. amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Visit Luke on IG@livingwithluke-
valentino 

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

401-356-4699 - LYNCHFENCECO.COM
- Serving RI & MA Since 2001 -

503 Washington St.
Auburn, MA

508-832-4300
508-832-2990

Open Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm

•Subs •Wraps •Wings •Salads 
•Burgers •Kid’s Menu 
•Seafood •Whole Lot More

SUMMER BASEBALL
WINGS SPECIAL!!

$$5 OFF5 OFF
SuicideSuicide
SqueezeSqueeze

$$7 OFF7 OFF
Yankee Yankee 
HaterHater

$$10 OFF10 OFF
Wild Wild 
PitchPitch

$$15 OFF15 OFF
The The 

CloserCloser
(Good(Good

 thru the  thru the 
World World 

Series)Series)
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 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)
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 thru the  thru the 

World World 
Series)Series)

(Good(Good
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World World 
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CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE! CLIP & SAVE!
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The house that started it all could kick-start what’s next
Remember how exciting it 

was to buy your first place? 
It felt like crossing a long-

awaited finish line. It gave you a 
place to build your life. Maybe 
it’s where you lived when you got 
married or where you welcomed 

a child or 
a pet into 
the family. 
But that 
was just 
the begin-
ning. 
For most 
people, 
your first 
house 
was never 
meant to 
be your 

forever home. It’s a stepping 
stone for what comes next, and 
if your life looks different today 
than it did when you got the keys, 
you’re not stuck. Moving may be 
more realistic than you think.

Starter home inventory is still 
relatively low. If you’ve been 
wondering whether now is the 
right time to move up, here’s 
what you need to know. Starter 
homes remain one of the hardest 
types of homes to find, and that’s 
good news if you’re thinking 
about selling your first place.

Historically, we haven’t been 
building enough homes for first-
time buyers, and even though 
homebuilders have shifted more 
attention toward smaller, entry-
level homes lately, the Census 
shows there’s a long way to go to 
rebuild. That means your current 

house is in demand – and that’s 
a dream scenario for sellers. But 
that’s only half the story. You 
also need somewhere to go, and 
there are more move-up homes 
on the market; this is where this 
gets interesting. While the supply 
of starter homes remains tight, 
data from Redfin shows that the 
number of homes for sale has 
been climbing overall.

Too much of the inventory 
available today remains con-
centrated at higher price points, 
leaving a shortage of options for 
entry-level and middle-income 
buyers. That means you may 
have more choices for your move 
up than you’d expect. Whether 
you’re hoping for another bed-
room, a home office, a bigger 
backyard, or simply more room 
for this next stage of life, today’s 
market may finally be giving you 
the chance to find it. At the same 
time, your current house may be 
exactly what someone else has 
been looking for because homes 
like yours are still in short sup-
ply. That’s a unique advantage 
for move-up buyers, and it could 
help you sell for a stronger price. 
Starter home value apprecia-
tion has outpaced other types of 
homes nationally, mostly because 
they’re so in demand.

Your biggest advantage may 
be your equity. There’s one more 
thing your first home has been 
doing behind the scenes, and 
that’s building equity. Every 
mortgage payment you’ve made 
and every year your home’s value 
has grown has quietly increased 

your ownership stake in your 
house. The average homeowner 
with a mortgage has $295k in 
equity built up. While your num-
ber may be different, once you 
sell, it could become the down 
payment on your next home or 
help reduce the amount you need 
to borrow at today’s rates. Put it 
all together, and your move up 
becomes a lot more realistic than 
you think: 

1. The house you’re selling is in 
demand. 

2. The house you’re buying 
may be easier to find, and the eq-
uity you’ve built can help bridge 
the gap between the two. 

3. Your first home did exactly 
what it was supposed to do. It 
gave you a place to start. Now, it 
may be the thing that helps you 
take the next step.

So, your first home was never 
meant to be your forever home. 
It was meant to help you build 
a life and build the financial 
foundation for whatever came 
next. If your current home no 
longer fits the life you’re living 
today, connect with a member of 
The Marzeotti Group or a trusted 
Real Estate Professional. You may 
be closer to your next chapter 
than you realize.

REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Maribeth Marzeotti
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES

Marzeotti Group
MBMarzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(508) 864-8163
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

Affordable Housing Opportunity
1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Brand New Construction of one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom apartments featuring 
modern appliances, washer and dryer in 

unit, and walk-in closets.

Program description: 
•Resident income for affordable units are 

restricted to 80% of the area median income. 
•Non-Smoking community

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving 
housing assistance such as Section 8 or MRVP.

Eligibility Requirements: 
•Must meet all income and background eligibility
 requirements under the Tenant Selection Plan approved 
 by EOHLC. 

If interested, please 
contact our office at 

774-220-6334 or at 

Maximum Income per Household Size

2 people 3 people 4 people 5 people 6 people1 person

(2025 limits, provided by Worcester MA, HUD Metro Area)

topograph@wingatecompanies.com

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Antiques and Old StuffAntiques and Old Stuff

• Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware

• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic
• Video Games • Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Need Time To Relax...
Rent a specialty tent to enjoy 
cheese and crackers with wine 
and then have a golf cart tour 
through the grounds to 
visit with our animals 
for an overall scenic 
farm experience 

15 Stowe Road, 
Millbury, MA  

(774) 808-6035
StoweFarm.com

THEMED EVENTS
Daily Farm Fun

Mon. thru Fri. 3 to 6
Self Guided Walk with Feed 

to see the animals.
Baby Animal Experience

Sign-up online to interact 
with our “babies”

________________________

Groom & Barn Express
Interact with our beautiful 

horses as the care 
and wellbeing of 

these creatures are 
showcased 

in this experience.

OPENS 
Starting 

Saturday, 
Sept. 12 & 13

Country Store, Pony Rides, 
Hayrides, Petting Zoo, Mechanical 

Bull and Saloon with Live Music

Enjoy 
Apple Picking, 

FALLFALL
FESTFEST

GET NOTICED!
Contact Kate at 508-304-3019 or by email 

at katecarr@localtownpages.com
to advertise today!
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Flickering headlights, routine oil changes, worn tires, and more
Q. I own a 2015 Audi A3 con-

vertible with 80,000 miles 
on it. In December 2024, the 

right headlight needed replacement. 

The bulb cost about $190, and with 
labor, the total came to $210. The 
left headlight failed in April 2026, 
and now, after only about a year and 

a half, the right headlight has failed 
again. I have a couple of concerns. 
First, I brought the car in for an 
inspection and asked the shop to 
check a flickering right headlight. 
I was never told the bulb needed 
replacement until I picked up the 
car and found the work had already 
been done. Second, how could the 
original bulb last 10 years while the 
replacement lasted only 16 months? 
The car is garaged, driven on good 
roads, and the lights are set to 
automatic. Shouldn’t the mechanic 
have asked my permission before 
replacing the bulb? And rather 
than simply installing another 
bulb, shouldn’t he be looking for an 
underlying cause?

A. On the authorization ques-
tion, if you asked the shop 
to inspect a flickering head-

light, they certainly had reason 
to conclude the bulb was failing. 
However, unless you previously 
authorized repairs up to a certain 
dollar amount, I would have ex-
pected a phone call before the work 
was performed. Audi commonly 
uses Osram and Philips HID bulbs, 
so unless the replacement bulb was 

defective or improperly handled 
during installation, I would have 
expected a longer service life than 
16 months. I would also want 
the shop to look beyond the bulb 
itself. Based on the bulb price, 
your Audi likely uses HID/Xenon 
headlights, and a failing ballast 
(flickering headlight symptom), 
wiring issue, control module prob-
lem, poor electrical connection, 
or even charging-system voltage 
fluctuations could contribute to 
premature bulb failure. A thorough 
diagnosis is warranted before sim-
ply replacing another bulb.

Q. I have a 2016 Hyundai San-
ta Fe. Can you tell me how 
to upgrade the software? 

My clock is off by two minutes.

A. There was a time when 
vehicle clocks were never 
particularly accurate. Like 

you, many people now want their 
vehicle clocks to be as accurate 
as the time on their phone or 
computer. The 2016 Hyundai Santa 
Fe does not support over-the-air 
(OTA) software updates. That tech-
nology was introduced on much 
newer Hyundai models and was 
not available on this generation. 
You should be able to correct the 
clock through the vehicle’s settings 
menu. If the clock continues to 
lose or gain time, it may be worth 
checking whether the time is being 
set manually rather than through 
the radio’s GPS or synchronization 
feature, if equipped.

Q. About six months ago, my 
wife and I bought a 2024 
Subaru Crosstrek from 

our local Subaru dealer. Naturally, 
they are sending us emails saying 
it is time for an oil change. They 
advertise genuine Subaru synthetic 
oil and a genuine Subaru oil filter. 
Since dealerships generally charge 
more than local repair shops, 
is it worth paying extra for the 
“genuine” parts, or would I be just 
as well off using a quality synthetic 
oil such as Havoline and a good 
aftermarket filter?

A. For routine oil changes, 
what matters most is using 
the correct oil specifica-

tion and a quality oil filter, not 
necessarily whether the products 
come in Subaru-branded packag-
ing. Subaru’s factory oil and filters 
are excellent, but many indepen-
dent shops use premium oils and 
filters that meet or exceed Subaru’s 
requirements. If your vehicle is 
still under warranty, keep detailed 
maintenance records and make 
sure the shop uses products that 
meet Subaru’s specifications. 
Whether you choose the dealer or 

an independent shop, following the 
recommended maintenance sched-
ule is far more important than the 
logo on the bottle.

Q. My boss provides me with 
a company car, which I 
appre-

ciate, and she 
also takes care 
of the mainte-
nance. Here’s 
my dilemma: 
the tires are 
getting pretty 
worn. When I 
mentioned re-
placing them, 
she said her 
mechanic had inspected them and 
found they were fine. I measured 
the tread depth with a metal ruler 
and got about 1/8 inch. Should I be 
concerned?

A. A tread depth of 1/8 inch, 
which equals 4/32 inch, is 
above the legal minimum 

tread depth and generally provides 
adequate performance on dry 
roads. The concern is wet-weather 
traction. Studies have shown that 
tires worn down near 3/32 inch can 
require substantially longer stop-
ping distances on wet pavement, 
even though they remain legally 
usable. Since safety is the primary 
concern, you might consider offer-
ing to split the cost of replacement 
tires. A good set of all-weather tires 
would provide significantly better 
traction in rain and also improve 
performance in snow and ice.

Q. I recently purchased a rela-
tively inexpensive new car. 
It has smart cruise control, 

blind-spot monitoring, automatic 
emergency braking, and several 
other advanced safety features. 
With so much technology involved, 
how reliable are these systems over 
the long term, and what can I do to 
help prevent expensive electronic 
problems as the vehicle ages?

A. Modern automotive elec-
tronics are generally very 
reliable, but they can be 

sensitive to low battery voltage, wa-
ter intrusion, poor-quality collision 
repairs, and lack of maintenance. 
Keeping the battery in good condi-
tion, addressing warning lights 
promptly, and using a reputable 
repair facility after any accident 
can go a long way toward prevent-
ing problems. Fortunately, most 
manufacturers have spent years 
refining these systems, and many 
have proven to be remarkably 

THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

CAR DOCTOR 
continued on page 13 

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169

Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

U-U-KKNNIIGGHHTTEEDD

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable
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durable in everyday use.

Q. I expect to be shopping for 
a new vehicle within the 
next year. As automakers 

continue improving fuel economy 
through smaller engines, turbo-
chargers, hybrid systems, and ad-
vanced transmissions, I worry about 
long-term repair costs. For drivers 
like me who tend to keep vehicles 
for 15 or 20 years, are these newer 
technologies really worth it? Should 
I sacrifice a few miles per gallon in 
exchange for lower maintenance 
and repair costs down the road?

A. In many cases, the fuel 
savings outweigh the added 
complexity, especially for 

drivers who accumulate a lot of 
miles. However, long-term owner-
ship costs can vary dramatically by 
make and model. Before buying, 
research reliability records, review 
long-term ownership data, and 
look for powertrain combinations 
with a proven track record. A 
slightly less efficient vehicle with 

an excellent reliability history may 
ultimately cost less to own than a 
highly sophisticated model with 
expensive repair requirements, 
especially when you consider big 
ticket items like hybrid batteries.

Q. I was watching YouTube 
and saw someone repairing 
rust holes with expanding 

foam. When he finished, it actually 
looked pretty good. I have an older 
truck with rust holes in the rocker 
panels. Could this be an effective 
repair?

A. I have seen those videos as 
well. The process usually 
involves filling the hole 

with expanding foam, shaping it, 
covering it with body filler, and 
then priming and painting the 
area. While the finished product 
may look good from a distance, 
it is not a proper rust repair. 
Expanding foam can trap moisture 
and allow corrosion to continue 
spreading behind the panel. A 
durable repair requires remov-
ing the rusted metal, treating any 
remaining corrosion, and welding 
or patching in new metal before 
refinishing. Foam repairs should be 

viewed as temporary cosmetic fixes 
rather than permanent solutions.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s 
Car Doctor. He has over forty years’ 
experience and is an ASE-certified 
master technician. He will answer 
readers’ questions each week. Email 
your questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com. Follow John on X @johnf-
paul and Facebook at mrjohnfpaul.

DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 12

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 29721639

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/13/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

3.90
4.00
4.10

3-Month

9-Month

1-Year

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

Build confidence in your 
401(k) decisions
In its simplest form, saving can 

mean putting money into a 
jar, adding to it and letting it 

grow slowly. A 401(k), or other 
workplace 
retirement 
plan, is a step 
beyond that. 
It’s more like a 
garden than a 
jar. Once you 
understand 
the basics of 
your 401(k), 
it becomes 
easier to feel 

confident in your decisions.
 In a jar, your money only 

grows when you add more. In a 
garden, what you plant can begin 
to grow on its own. Your invest-
ments can earn returns, and those 
returns may in turn earn additional 
returns. That’s called compound-
ing, and it can have a meaningful 
impact over time. Like a garden, 
however, growth is not guaran-
teed. Markets can rise and fall, and 
investments can lose value.

 Most workplace retirement plan 
contributions are made with pre-tax 
dollars, which lowers today’s taxable 
income; you’ll pay taxes when you 
withdraw it in retirement. Some 
plans also offer a Roth option: you 
contribute after-tax dollars and 
withdrawals in retirement can be 

tax free. Your plan administrator 
can provide more information.

 Many 401(k) plans include an 
employer match, either up to a set 
dollar amount, perhaps $500, or a 
percentage of your salary, typically 
three to five percent. Contributions 
you make, as well as those from 
your employer, can grow over time. 
Try to contribute at least enough 
to capture the full match; anything 
less means you’re leaving money 
on the table.

 Now the question is how to in-
vest your contributions inside your 
401(k). The menu of investment 
options may seem complicated, 
but most fall into a few common 
categories.

 Stock or equity funds focus on 
stocks, which represent owner-
ship in companies. Because they’re 
tied to company performance, 
they have the potential for higher 
growth over time, but their value 
can go up and down in the short 
term. When you’re decades from 
retirement, that short-term volatil-
ity matters less; you have time to 
ride out the swings.

Bond funds invest in loans made 
to governments or corporations. 
These tend to be more stable than 
stock funds but typically grow 
more slowly. They can help balance 
the ups and downs.

Balanced or blended funds hold 

a mix of stocks and bonds in a 
single investment.

Target-date funds combine 
different types of investments in 
one fund. As you move toward a 
specified retirement year, the fund 
gradually adjusts to focus more on 
stability and less on growth.

The earlier you start planting, 
the more time your money has to 
grow. Even small contributions 
early in your career can end up as 
large amounts later, simply because 
they had more time to compound.

 If you change jobs, keep in 
mind that your employer’s con-
tributions may not be fully yours 
immediately. It depends on your 
plan’s vesting schedule, so it’s worth 
checking before you go.

 The most important steps in a 
retirement plan are getting started, 
contributing consistently, and taking 
advantage of what your plan offers. 
With a little knowledge, you can feel 
more confident moving forward. The 
garden is yours. Start planting.

 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advi-
sor, at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com. 
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org
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Happenings!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
• 3-5 pm: Oxford’s Summer Bandstand 
Concert with the band Eagles Encounter. 
Another concert on September 13 has been 
added to the concert calendar

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
• State Primary Election Day. Polls open 
7 am – 8 pm. All mail-in ballots must be 
received by 8 pm on Election Day.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
• 4-7 pm: Auburn Summer Farmers & 
Cultural Market final day of the season at 
Pappas Recreation Complex. For more infor-
mation call 508-832-7736, email Kpappas@
town.auburn.ma.us, or visit auburnma.gov.
• 6-8 pm: Auburn’s Summer in the Park 
Concert Series takes place at the Riley-
Pappas Performance Pavilion at the Pappas 
Recreation Complex. The season ends with 
tonight’s performance by Petty Larceny, a 
Tom Petty Tribute.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
• 1 pm: Fiber Facts: Join Dr. C at the Auburn 
Senior Center as he talks about fiber and 
its health benefits. Look at how smart food 
choices support digestive health, help you 
feel satisfied, and promote overall wellness. 
RSVP 508-832-7799.

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 12 AND 13
• 11 am-5 pm: 44th Annual Intertribal Pow-
wow featuring the Blackstone Valley Sing-
ers, Walking Bear Singers, and traditional 
food, crafts and jewelry, drumming and 
dancing. Grand entry at noon. The public is 
invited to attend this event. Donations: $5 
adults, $2 elders, $2 kids 6-12, kids under 
6 free. Bring your own seating. Lake Siog 
Park, Dugg Hill Rd. Holland.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
• 3-5 pm: Chuck & Mud and The Hole in the 
Dam Band (Walter Crockett, Peter Allard, 
Dan Gay, and Joe Desmarais) play at the 
Oxford Bandstand on the Oxford Common. 
Bring family, friends, chairs, blankets and 
picnics!

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
• 12:15 pm: Cabaret Show with Mike and 
Beth and lunch of pizza, salad, beverage, 
and dessert. $3 p/p. Tickets available at the 
Auburn Senior Center front desk. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
• 1 pm: Want to simplify your home, 
preserve family memories, tackle those 
cluttered spaces? Join this informative 
discussion at the Auburn Senior Center 
on organization and practical strategies 
for creating a more functional, stress-free 
home. RSVP 508-832-7799.
• 4-5 pm: Virtual Author Talk: The Art of 
Fighting: Building Better, Stronger Rela-
tionships with Priya Parker hosted by the 
Auburn Public Library. Join this paradigm-
shifting, essential event with world-
renowned master facilitator Priya Parker to 
discuss her new book, The Art of Fighting: 

The Transformative Power of Conflict. Parker 
explains that we can’t form and grow 
effective relationships without a fight. She 
rejects the idea that conflict is abnormal or 
that good groups don’t fight. Register today 
to learn how to turn everyday arguments 
into profound moments of connection and 
trust. Follow the link to register and submit 
questions to the author:  https://libraryc.
org/auburnlibrary/195779
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
• 9:30 am-4 pm: The Auburn Police Depart-
ment partners with the Kraft Family Blood 
Donor Center to host this blood drive at 
the Horgan Hockey Rink lot, 403 Oxford 
Street North, Auburn. Your donation can 
make a lifesaving difference. Scan the QR 
code to reserve your spot. Walk-ins may be 
accepted as time allows, but appointments 
are strongly encouraged. While supplies 
last, every donor will receive a Crucial Catch 
sweatshirt. Roll up your sleeve to make a 

difference.Scan the QR code or  register at: 
https://mgb.softcomputer.net/donorportal/
donate-blood/?mobile_code=159919 
• 1 pm: The History of Pets with the Auburn 
Historical Society’s at the Auburn Senior 
Center. Join this fun look at the history of 
pets through the ages. Discover stories of 
weird and wonderful, creepy and historic 

pets and learn how the world’s first emo-
tional support dog helped save an entire 
breed from extinction. RSVP 508-832-7799.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
• 6-7 pm: Prep your garden for fall and win-
ter at the Auburn Public Library. For ages 
18+. Registration required at auburnlibrary.
org. Shannon from the Central MA Seed 
Hub will present on putting your garden to 
rest, how to grow native plants in winter, 
and more.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
• 1 pm: Tech Time: Cybersecurity Part 
I (ages 18+), Auburn Public Library. 
Interested in exploring computer functions 
and applications? We’ll learn in an open, 
supportive environment. Sessions are 30 
minutes of presentation, 15 minutes of 
guided practice, 15 minutes of Q&A. This 
session explores strategies to avoid scams 
and malware on digital devices, including 
phishing and computer viruses. We encour-
age participants to bring their own devices. 
Register for each tech session at auburnli-
brary.org or call 508-832-7799.
2-6 pm: Oxford Farmers’ Market on the 
Town Common. Today’s market celebrates 
First Responders.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
• 8 am-2 pm: Oxford’s Town-wide yard 
sale. Clean out those attics, sheds, closets, 
basements, garages, and storage units. 
Locations either at your home or if not an 
Oxford resident, on the Oxford Common. 
No vendors allowed on the Common – yard 
sale items only. If you sell from your home, 
the town will issue you a yard sale permit 
once your registration is complete. For more 
information, oxfordma.myrec.com/info To 

be listed on their digital map, you must be 
registered. Sellers can share their goods on 
the Facebook Event page: www.facebook.
com/share/14k8aBARSFX/

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
• 2 pm: North Cemetery Veterans’ Walk with 
Terry Cummings. Learn about the men and 
women who served this country and those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice. Presented 
by the Oxford 250 Planning Group.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
• 1 pm: Tommy Rull, Singer/entertainer will 
delight with his “Musical journey through 
the years” at the Auburn Senior Center. 
Free apple cider and apple cider donuts. 
Sing along – or get up and dance! RSVP 
508-832-7799.
• 6-7 pm: English conversation circle for 
ages 18+ at the Auburn Public Library. 
Join this informal conversation group to 
practice speaking English in a welcoming 
environment. Come to one or multiple 
meetings. Registration recommended at 
auburnlibrary.org. 

TUESDAYS, SEPTEMBER 22 - 
OCTOBER 27
• 11 am-1 pm: Creative Writing: Memoirs at 
the Auburn Senior Center. Your memories 
are a gift that can be treasured for genera-
tions. If you’ve ever wanted to preserve 
your experiences, reflect on meaningful 
moments, or if you simply enjoy putting 
your memories into words, this 6-week 
workshop offers inspiration. No writing 
experience necessary: just bring your 
memories. RSVP 508-832-7799.

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 15 

FOR RESERVATIONS, EVENT TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA
WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

Samuel Slater’s Restaurant is open Wednesday-Saturday (12-9pm) and Sunday (12-8pm) for lunch and dinner.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY
2PM TO 5PM

HAPPY HOUR

Great music, fun games, giveaways and prizes

AFTER WORK
PARTY

EVERY WEDNESDAY THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 9 • 5:30PM TO 7:30PM

SEPTEMBER 3 • TONY GARCIA
SEPTEMBER 10 • JEDIAH

SEPTEMBER 17 • MISSY MAXFIELD 
SEPTEMBER 24 • STEFAN COUTURE

OCTOBER 1 • TONY GARCIA
THURSDAYS

5:30PM - 8:30PM | FREE ENTRY!

12/1111/7

UPCOMING EVENTS AT SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL
COMEDY NIGHT WITH PAUL NARDIZZI, 
CAROLYN PLUMMER, AND NIC SUGIARTO
COMEDY NIGHT WITH PAUL D’ANGELO,
MAYA MANION, AND DAN MILLER
BLOOD, SWEAT & KEY’S 
HALLOWEEN DUELING PIANOS
A WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ 
MURDER MYSTERY DINNER
BEST OF TIMES: THE MUSIC OF STYX, 
FOREIGNER & REO SPEEDWAGON

COMEDY NIGHT WITH COREY RODRIGUES, 
STEVE BJORK, AND BRIAN WAYNE
PETTY LARCENY: A TRIBUTE TO THE 
MUSIC OF TOM PETTY

LITTLE LIES: A TRIBUTE TO FLEETWOOD MAC

AFFINITY: A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF JOURNEY

THE FOOLS

COMEDY NIGHT WITH KELLY MACFARLAND, 
KENDRA CUNNINGHAM, AND GARRETT FINN

11/14

11/13

11/21

11/27

12/5

9/18

10/16

10/23

10/24
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 14

The Old Harbor boys 
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

Slowly and stealthily, oars 
silently dipped into the water 
quietly pushing their vessel 

toward its destination at the Old 
Harbor of Block island. Its nine 
inhabitants, shrouded in secrecy, 
dared not make any unnecessary 
noise that might signal their im-
pending arrival to the island. They 
had set out in the dark of night in 
a light boat called a “shaving mill” 
to exact revenge upon those who 
were responsible for taking their 
land and possessions in the name 
of Liberty. It was the closing years 
of the American Revolution and 
anyone in the colonies who did not 
support the cause for liberty from 
England was considered a Tory, or 
sympathizer to the English throne. 
The small assemblage in the boat 
had been labeled Tories by their 
peers and for that, suffered the 
consequence of being traitors to 
the cause of freedom from the rule 
of England. Some reports say they 
were mere pirates using a small 
boat as cover, for they knew well 
of the islander’s famous signal fire 
that was often lit on Beacon Hill 

to warn of approaching vessels, 
especially during the times of the 
revolution and age of piracy.

The nine rogue’s mission was to 
wreak havoc on the islanders by 
raiding and pillaging what they 
could. While some Tories de-
nounced the king and were sworn 
to loyalty to America, other fled 
the colonies in haste to Canada 
or the motherland in order to 
avoid severe punishment. They left 
everything behind to be ransacked 
and sold by the Sons of Liberty to 
help fund the war effort. Some hid, 
living in secrecy until the struggle 
ended and some, like the group in 
the shaving mill, decided to take 
a stand for themselves and their 
king. The Old Harbor was now in 
sight and the men aboard began to 
finalize their plan. But, alas, it was 
not to be. A sudden surging rogue 
wave crashed into the boat. 

At the same time, a signal flame 
was lit on Beacon Hill that gave the 
islanders who saw it ample warning 
of the impending intruders. Those 
who saw the signal convened along 
the shore to greet the intruders, but 
what they saw was not a boat dock-
ing. The islanders were witness to 

an event that would echo along Old 
Harbor for centuries to come. The 
nine men struggled in vain to land 
the boat at the harbor as the people 
looked on, but could offer no help 
due to the surging waves. Before 
the boat was upset, one loud voice 
could be heard over the crashing 
waves shouting, “Pull Boys! Pull 
For Your Lives!” The rough seas 
instantly capsized the vessel as it 
neared Old Harbor Point Landing, 
sending all its inhabitants into the 
ice cold unforgiving sea. The men 

tried desperately to right the boat 
or swim for shore, but their efforts 
were futile in the freezing surf. All 
that were aboard perished within 
minutes. Their cries to each other 
and for help from the people on 
shore went unaided in the pound-
ing of the waves on the beach and 
docks.  

Folks living near the harbor 
soon heard the same cries night 
after night, even when there were 
no boats or boatmen in the area. 
The supernatural cries came about 

the same time the tragic event took 
place and to this day, are still heard. 
On chilly Autumn nights, when 
the surf runs high, pounding the 
docks and crashing on the beach, 
the sound of ethereal voices can 
still be heard off the shore of the 
neighborhood still known as Old 
Harbor. Ghostly voices screaming 
“Pull Boys! Pull For Your Lives!” 
permeate the night air and then are 
gone, fading into the night leaving 
only the sound of seagulls and the 
ebb and flow of the tide.

• 

1 pm: Floral arranging class with Sam’s 
Stems at the Auburn Senior Center. $15 p/p. 
Bring your own vase and enjoy this fun DIY 
workshop. RSVP 508-832-7799.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
• 11 am: Property tax exemption assistance 
session at the Auburn senior center with 
Auburn’s Assessors office. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
• 9 am-4 pm: Oxford Lions Club Annual Fall 
Festival at the Oxford Bandstand on the 
Common. Craft and retail vendors, food 
trucks and food vendors, live entertain-
ment, free activities for the kids – this is the 
annual festival that everyone looks forward 
to. Come on down and enjoy the day.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
• 1 pm: Big Crimes 2 with the Auburn Police 
Department at the Senior Center. Ever 

wonder what goes on behind the yellow 
crime scene tape? Join Sgt. Greg Wildman 
and a detective from the Auburn PD as 
they share stories about some of the town’s 
biggest crimes and the investigations that 
solved them. It’s an afternoon of mystery 
and stories you won’t want to miss. RSVP 
508-832-7799.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
• 1 pm: Singing Trooper Daniel M. Clark 
entertains at the Auburn Senior Center. You 
know him from his appearance at sporting 
and national events. Performing patriotic 
and military songs, plus upbeat musical 
selections that will leave you feeling great. 
All are welcome, light refreshments will be 
served. RSVP 508-832-7799.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
• 1 pm: Create and paint a moonlit owl 
scene with instructor Delores Palmer at 
the Auburn Senior Center. All skill levels 
are welcome at this acrylic paint workshop 
that is limited to 10 people. $5 p/p. RSVP 
508-832-7799. 

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Open for Breakfast & Lunch
 7 days a week

Sun. & Mon. 7am-2pm, 
Tues. to Thurs. 7am-8pm, Fri. & Sat. 7am-9pm

Phone: (508) 832-2701      
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142

or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Featuring...
$10 

cover 
charge 
for all 
bands

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 

Bands
to be

announced

Nicolopoulos 
Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!FREELANCE WRITERS NEEDED!
Do you have a talent for engaging writing 

that informs and inspires? We are looking for 
locals interested in telling stories important 

to the area. Please submit writing samples to 
martha@localtownpages.com
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

Al’sAl’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

 Serving the Blackstone Valley and the Serving the Blackstone Valley and the
 Surrounding Towns in Worcester County Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

Sutton, MillburySutton, Millbury
15 yard dumpster For 2 tons15 yard dumpster For 2 tons

$$500500

15 yard dumpster15 yard dumpster
For 2 tonsFor 2 tons

$$525525
All Other TownsAll Other Towns      

$$550550

Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, Grafton, Auburn, Oxford, Webster, 
Whitinsville and NorthbridgeWhitinsville and Northbridge

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
  Services 7 Days  Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
  Drop Off and Pick Up  Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Service or Fuel Charges• No Service or Fuel Charges
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture and• Furniture and
  Appliance Removal  Appliance Removal
• We Recycle• We Recycle  Additional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springsAdditional charges for tvs/monitors, mattresses & box springs


