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New student club hopes to 
help those without homes
Holliston chapter 
to hold backpack 
drive at Holliston 
Library
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

On June 30, students from 
the local community, par-
ticipating in a club begun by 
a Hopkinton student called 
Advocacy for the Unhoused, 
spent a day in Boston sup-
porting people experiencing 
homelessness. Three teams 
of  students worked together. 
One team handed out care 
packages directly to individu-
als experiencing homelessness,  
one team worked a meal shift 
in the kitchen at Rosie’s Place, 

and one delivered supplies, 
both to Rosie’s Place and Pine 
Street Inn.

All told, Advocacy for the 
Unhoused, a student group 

begun by Madhavendra 
“Madhav” Saxena, of  Hop-

Celebrate Holliston returns 
Sept. 19 with parade, field day 
and new two-stage setup
By Jessica Ommen

For 35 years, Celebrate Hol-
liston has brought residents 
together to celebrate the com-
munity and the people, orga-
nizations and businesses that 
make Holliston special.

This year’s celebration will 
continue that tradition on Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, beginning with 
the Celebrate Holliston Parade 
at 9 a.m. The parade will start at 
the Holliston Mill Studios, travel 
up Woodland Street and end 
at Damigella Field. The route 
no longer includes Route 16, a 
change made last year. The rain 
date is Saturday, Sept. 26.

Following the parade, the cel-
ebration continues at Damigella 
Field from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
with approximately 120 vendors 
expected to participate. Visitors 

can enjoy food, entertainment, 
activities for children and plenty 

Make Your Move This July—Hot Homes, Cool Deals!
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Student volunteers in a new nonprofit, Advocacy for the Unhoused, 
which has chapters in Hopkinton, Holliston, Westford and Medway, 
raised funds and put together packages of supplies for unhoused 
folks in Boston, which they distributed on June 30.  Courtesy photo

From left, Celebrate Holliston 
President Gina Stucchi, Found-
ing Celebrate Holliston Member 
Peter Barbieri and Celebrate Hol-
liston Member Kathy Shore pose 
at the 2025 Celebrate Holliston 
Field Day. This year, the event will 
take place on Sept. 26.  Photo used 
courtesy of Celebrate Holliston
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Claflin Hill concert a fitting finale to 250th celebration

Photos  by J.D. O’Gara

The town of  Holliston 
wrapped up its “Holliston Cel-
ebrates America 250: A series 
of  local events celebrating the 
250th signing of  the Declaration 
of  Independence” with a concert 
by the Claflin Hill Symphony 
Orchestra on Saturday, August 
15, 2026, a beautiful night for 
an outdoor concert. About 250 
members of  the community 
came out to Blair Square, com-
plete with their lawn chairs, to 
hear a mix that included every-
thing from showtune medleys to 
a combination of  Abraham Lin-
coln’s writings set to the composi-
tions of  Aaron Copland, with the 
professional orchestra conducted 
by Paul Surapine.

Holliston’s celebration of  the 
nation’s 250th was sponsored by 
the two veterans’ organizations, 

Holliston VFW Post 8507 and 
Holliston American Legion Post 

47, the Town of  Holliston, Hol-
liston Newcomers & Neighbors, 

Celebrate Holliston, and Ahro-
nian Landscaping.

Metrowest Interfaith Community 
to participate in ‘Abraham’s Table’

The Metrowest Interfaith 
Community is working with 
Peace Islands Institute, and in 
collaboration with the Plymouth 
Area Interfaith Clergy Alliance, 
Repair the World, Jack Sat-
terhouse, and Temple Israel of  
Boston, to provide a full year of  
a special interfaith encounter 
called Abraham’s Table. 

Speakers of  different faiths 
will come together, sharing a 
special theme, with opportunity 
to gather around a meal with 

multifaith friends and to dig 
deeper on the theme presented 
at different venues, with various 
speakers. 

On September 16, PII Boston 
will host the event at the Azer-
baijan Cultural Center, at 320 
Washington St., Brighton, with 
the topic “Compassion in Ac-
tion,” beginning at 7 p.m. Scan 
the QR code accompanying this 
article to RSVP.

The  Metrowest Interfaith 
Community will be hosting the 

event in October 2026 either 
in Hopkinton or Holliston. 
Stay tuned! Visit https://www.
hollistoninterfaith.org/ to keep 
apprised.

RECYCLE THIS PAPER:
Newspaper is a great alternative to bubble wrap when it 

comes to packing your fragile items for storage or moving.
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kinton, delivered $3,352.77 in 
supplies, and the effort is still 
growing. 

The student-led 501(c)(3) now 
runs in four towns — Hopkin-
ton, Westford, Holliston, and 
Medway — with 56 volunteers. 

“I’m always doing volun-
teer projects on the side,” says 
Madhav Saxena, now a UMass 
Amherst freshman, who created 
the nonprofit club and was par-
ticularly inspired by his experi-
ence volunteering for Project 
Just Because. “I feel the people 
in (our) communities are more 
fortunate, to have a home and 
have food, and it’s our respon-
sibility to help out.” He found, 
when he and his fellow volun-
teer students canvassed their 
neighborhoods door-to-door, 
many were willing to help.

“Once they see the problem is 
getting worse, they’re super will-
ing to donate,” he says.

Saxena, at first, built his 
volunteer group with friends, 
but soon, they reached out to 
students at other schools, in par-
ticular those who had been very 
active in other clubs.

One such student is Holliston 
High School rising sophomore 
Diya Simhadri, who will lead 
the club at her school this year. 

“After hearing more about 
the mission of  the club — im-
proving homelessness rates — I 
was immediately on board,” 
says Diya, adding, “As a firm 
believer in affordable housing, 
the non-profit really stuck out 
to me, and I was grateful for the 
opportunity to help the commu-
nity. Being the child of  immi-
grants, I know how hard people 
work just to live a sustainable 
lifestyle.” She was able to get 
the program going in Hollis-
ton in March of  this year, with 
her first fundraiser a bake sale, 
which raised $457.

“I was truly in awe to see how 
many people contributed to 
the cause. It has really taught 
me that small actions such as 
a bake sale can really make an 
impact and bring the commu-
nity together,” says Simhadri, 
“I’m constantly eager and de-
termined to plan the next fund-
raiser or event.” The Holliston 
branch’s second fundraiser, 
a door-to-door candle sale, 
earned $339. 

The Holliston students, on the 
day of  the Boston trip, worked 

as volunteers at Rosie’s Place, 
processing food such as onions 
and potatoes.

“We spent three hours pro-
cessing so much food,” says 
Madhav.

All of  the students took the 
train into Boston, and so the 
teams with deliveries to the shel-
ters carried 30 boxes or so to 
the shelters by foot.

“Pretty much, our philosophy 
is to not spend anything that’s 
not directly helping unhoused 
people,” says Saxena, “Every 
single dollar we get, we’re going 
to donate directly, and any cost 
assumed, we just came up with 
ourselves.”

Similarly, the third team car-
ried backpacks, filled with such 
items as water, electrolytes, food, 
socks, wet wipes, shampoo and 
other toiletries, throughout Bos-
ton, distributing them to folks 
living on the streets who could 
use them.

“We’re actually looking for 
people to donate more back-
packs,” says Saxena, noting that 
Hopkinton High School is a col-
lection spot, as is Holliston Pub-
lic Library. Toiletries are needed, 
as are women’s hygiene products 
and in particular, socks.

Saxena is particularly proud 
of  a custom web app the stu-
dents have built, which allows 
donors to see exactly how each 
contribution was used. On their 
website,  www.hauhelps.org , 
they also publish detailed break-
downs of  funds raised and sup-
plies distributed. 

Transparency is important, 
says Saxena, who, in fact, will 
study finance in the fall. “I want 
people to know how we used 
their money, all that kind of  
stuff,” he says.

Diya says that as HHS lead 
this year, she will focus on ex-
panding the club.

“I would really love to involve 
upperclassmen or the new 
freshman with the club, as it is 
all sophomores at the moment,” 
she says, “Diversity in the club 
is something I think would help 
bring new ideas. I would also 
aim to host at least one fund-
raiser a month , likely at sports 
games.” She adds she would 
like to build stronger connec-
tions with local organizations 
and shelters. 

“Working with organiza-
tions would allow us to truly 
understand the needs of  the 
people and ensure our initia-
tives are consistent and im-
pactful,” she says.
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STUDENT CLUB
continued from page 1

These student volunteers prepared food at Rosie’s Place.

One Advocacy for the Unhoused team brought donations of supplies to the Pine Street Inn.
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A conversation with Kimo Carter, Holliston
Superintendent of Schools
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

Kimo Carter had been look-
ing for a superintendent seat 
that was the right fit. The for-
mer Assistant Superintendent 
of  Weston, who grew up in 
Hawaii and whose first name 
means “James” in Hawaiian, 
feels thrilled to have found in 
Holliston a “close knit and con-
nected,” district that is “really 
highly supportive of  schools.”

“My first month has been 
tremendous,” said Carter, who 
was looking forward to teach-
ers coming back at Local Town 
Pages’ deadline. “I’m really 
grateful for the warm welcomes 
I’ve been receiving here,” he 
added, noting the only down-
side is his commute from Bel-
mont.

Carter was drawn to a small-
town environment such as 
Holliston in part for the sense 
of  security and responsivity 
to needs it can offer students. 
“(Students) feel safe, they feel 
known, they feel belonged in 
this school system. The rela-
tionship between educators 
and students is a strength point 
we can leverage. If  kids feel 
happy, safe, valued and known 
in schools, you can bring your 
whole self  to your learning,” 
he noted, adding, “No matter 
how good a teacher I put in 
front of  students, or how great 
the curriculum is, if  the student 
is not thinking about learning 
and only thinking about why 
they’re upset, they’re not going 
to learn. Holliston has come 

a long way and done some re-
ally intentional work, and I 
think that’s a launching pad 
(on which) we can enhance and 
build.”

Carter aims to “learn first. 
Hit the ground learning, in-
stead of  hit the ground run-
ning, along with a brand new 
administrative team,” he said. 
Joining the Holliston team 
this year is Howard Barber, 
Assistant Superintendent for 
Finance and Operation, Karen 
Bourn, Director of  Teaching 
and Learning, and coming back 
in a new position, Jessica Beat-
tie as Assistant Superintendent 
of  Student Services.

The four new members of  
the team, Carter explained, are 
going to embark on a collabora-
tive entry plan, a listening tour, 
which includes learning “about 
the strengths of  the district, the 
traditions of  the community, 
to get to know the stakeholders 
and the people who are in-
vested in the schools, the huge 
tapestry of  interests that make 
these schools run. It gives us an 
opportunity to see classrooms 
in action, see how school cli-
mates feel. We’re listening to 
people, seeing what’s happen-
ing and also analyzing data.” 
That data might include district 
growth, how many students 
participate in athletics or music, 
who students are, what finan-
cials look like and opportunities 
for growth, he explained. “All 
of  that information needs to 
be synthesized before we can 

collectively chart the course to-
gether,” said Carter.

Information gathered from 
Carter’s summertime pre-entry 
work, coupled with the team 
entry plan in late summer and 
this fall, will equip Carter to ad-
dress the first School Commit-
tee meeting in January. “That 
becomes the basis of  our new 
strategic plan,” he said. Cur-
rently, Holliston Public Schools 
are in year five of  a 5-year stra-
tegic plan.

The new strategic process will 
also include community forums 
and surveys, said Carter.

“This is a really exciting time 
for Holliston,” said the super-
intendent, referring to the po-
tential new high school. He has 
experience working with the 
MSBA in major repairs while 
he was Principal of  Watertown 
Middle School as well as doing 
a lot of  the MSBA pre-work 
for a new high school when he 
was Assistant Superintendent in 
Weston. “We need to know the 
direction we’re going, because 
that’s going to form the kind 
of  high school we have,” said 
Carter, “There’s lots of  hope 
and looking toward the future, 
but it’s really important to be 
deliberate and thoughtful as 
we move forward. We have one 
chance to move in the right 
way and doing it all together as 
a community is the right pro-
cess.” 

Carter, who attended 
Wesleyan University as an 
undergraduate majoring in 

government, didn’t realize he 
wanted to teach until he landed 
a job as an after-school aide 
at the Perkins School. Carter 
would go on to earn his MAT 
at Boston College, eventually 
teaching 7th grade Social Stud-
ies in Billerica for seven years 
before heading to Harvard for 
his Masters in Administration. 
He’d go on to become Assistant 
Principal of  North Middlesex 
Regional School District before 
heading to Watertown and 
Weston.

On a personal note, Carter 
is the married father of  two 
grown sons who enjoys playing 
trombone in the Belmont Com-
munity Band. A sports fan, he 
cycles for fitness, loves to read 
and cook, and travels whenever 
he has the opportunity.
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If  you have a high school 
junior or senior, the college 
admissions process can quickly 
turn into an overwhelming 
blur of  deadlines, application 
choices, and financial decisions. 

From understanding applica-
tion timing to navigating shift-
ing loan rules, every choice you 
make now directly impacts your 
family's broader financial plan.

Early Action vs. Early
Decision

Let’s start with the early ap-
plication process with various 
October deadlines, and how 
choosing between Early Action 
and Early Decision carries fi-
nancial implications. 

Your Money, Your Independence 

Navigating college admissions with financial planning

Glenn Brown, CFP

Early Action gives your stu-
dent an early decision without 
a binding commitment, letting 
them apply to several schools 
and compare actual financial 
aid offers. 

Early Decision is a binding 
agreement. While it can give 
an admissions edge at certain 
selective institutions, it strips 
away your leverage to negotiate 
financial aid later. If  your fam-
ily chooses the binding route, 
merit aid conversations must 
happen prior, not after the ap-
plication.

Build Merit-Based
Relationships

When targeting merit-based 
aid, looking beyond "trophy" 
schools is often where the real 
money is hiding. Highly com-
petitive universities rarely offer 
deep merit scholarships because 
their applicant pools are over-
flowing. 

Instead, consider special-
ized or regional colleges where 
your student’s academic profile 
places them in the top 20% 
of  applicants. Encourage your 
teenager to lead conversations, 
build relationships with local 
recruiters, and express genuine 
interest. Admissions teams want 

to hear an authentic student 
voice—not a sales pitch pol-
ished by Mom or Dad.

Manage Your 529 Plan
For families who have spent 

years funding a 529 plan, junior 
year in high school is the time 
to start protecting that growth. 
Consider shifting a portion of  
those funds into money market 
instruments so market dips do 
not force a bad exit right when 
tuition bills arrive. 

Tax-free withdrawals must 
go toward qualified education 
expenses like tuition, mandatory 
fees, and room and board. If  
you end up overfunding the ac-
count, SECURE 2.0 rules allow 
families to roll up to $35,000 
of  leftover 529 funds directly 
into a Roth IRA for the student, 
provided the account has been 
open for at least 15 years. It 
serves as a great safety valve 
that turns unused college money 
into a head start on retirement.

Fast Track The FAFSA
Make sure to submit the Free 

Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) as early as pos-
sible once it opens in the fall. 
Prioritizing early completion 
gives your family first-come, 

first-served access to state-level 
grants, institutional aid, and 
federal work-study funds that 
frequently run out before gen-
eral admissions deadlines.

Sequencing Your Loans
The biggest shift comes from 

last year’s student loan reform, 
when open-ended federal par-
ent borrowing officially ended. 
Congress placed a hard annual 
limit of  $20,000 and a lifetime 
cumulative cap of  $65,000 
per dependent child on Parent 
PLUS loans. Direct undergrad-
uate student loan limits remain 
capped at $5,500 to $12,500 
annually. 

Because a four-year university 
can easily exceed that $65,000 
federal ceiling, families need a 
proactive borrowing plan:
•  Pace the $65,000 Parent 

PLUS cap evenly across all 
four years ($16,250 annu-
ally) rather than borrowing 
$20,000 upfront and hitting a 
wall by senior year.

•  Combine lower-interest Di-
rect student loans first, ensur-
ing your teenager maxes out 
their federal loan eligibility 
before parents assume debt.

•  Target colleges with generous 
institutional grants, prioritiz-

ing schools whose net price 
calculators reveal strong aid 
packages that minimize reli-
ance on parent debt.
Aligning your child’s educa-

tional goals with a realistic, well-
paced funding strategy ensures 
they get a great degree without 
compromising your own retire-
ment. 

If  you are balancing applica-
tion timelines with your house-
hold wealth plan, reach out to 
your Certified Financial Planner 
to map out a custom college 
roadmap.

The opinions voiced in this mate-
rial are for general information only 
and are not intended to provide specific 
advice or recommendations for any 
individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.
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45th Annual Harvest Fair, Sunday, September 20, 10-4
September brings back-to-

school, cooler temperatures, 
and the Holliston Historical So-
ciety’s Harvest Fair, 547 Wash-
ington St., Holliston! Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, Septem-
ber 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

There will be something for 
everyone. Adults will enjoy pe-
rusing crafts from more than 60 
vendors, a silent auction, and 
the treasure shop. The Kids 
Korner will offer activities for 
children all day, all for free!  Ev-
eryone will want to say hello to 
the cute alpacas. The Asa Whit-
ing House will be open from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., with 
displays curated by Collections 
Committee members. Local 
musical group, LMK Band, 
will play new and classic rock 
and roll tunes from 12 to 3 p.m. 
Visit the barn when you are 
ready for lunch and save room 
for dessert—a slice of  apple 
pie or warm apple crisp with 
ice cream, perhaps. Or take 
home an apple pie or another 
goodie—all made by mem-
bers—from our bake table. 

Crafters will be selling 
handmade items such as knit-
ted caps and hats, clothing 
from recycled fibers, quilted 
items, painted designs in wood, 
photography, face and body 
painting, handcrafted ceram-

ics, soaps, candles, faux silk 
wreaths, dog treats, an assort-
ment of  jewelry made with a 
variety of  materials, 3D printed 
items, and designs made from 
sea glass. Food vendors include 
fried dough, lemonade, baked 

goods, and candy.  
There is no admission fee 

to attend the Harvest Fair, so 
bring your family and friends 
and enjoy a fall tradition in 
Holliston!

The Holliston Historical 

Society is a non-profit group 
whose mission is to preserve 
Holliston’s history and share 
it with our community. All are 
welcome!  Visit our website at 
hollistonhistoricalsociety.org for 
more information.

Last year’s Fair included this dis-
play of hats, combs, beaded bags, 
and parasols.

Shoppers enjoying the day at last year’s Harvest Fair.   Photos used courtesy of Holliston Historical Society
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508-290-8062 
advice@salmonhealth.com

Life Changes. We’re here to help.
Since 1952, SALMON Health & Retirement  
has guided families through the challenges  
of aging with care and compassion.

Our approach is designed to understand your 
needs and guide your next step, whether that 
means support at home or a supportive  
lifestyle at one of our senior living campuses.

Contact our  
Advisory Center 
for a free,  
no-obligation 
consultation.

Save the date!

Artists at Holliston 
Mill Open Studios 
November 7 & 8

Artists at Holliston Mill Stu-
dios on Water St. in Holliston 
plan to hold their annual Open 
Studios event the weekend of  
November 7 and 8!

This vibrant community of  

diverse creatives boasts over 
30 artists, including painters, 
musicians, photographers, jew-
elers, landscape designers and 
clothing. 

Mark your calendars!

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Mark Freeman, CEPA

Five questions that could change how you see retirement

Saving for retirement is impor-
tant, but it's only part of  the pic-
ture. If  you're within five to 10 
years of  your target retirement 
date, it's time to start thinking 
about what you actually want 
your retirement to look like. 
After all, getting to retirement 

isn't the end goal — it's what 
you want to do once you're there 
that matters.

Start by asking yourself  these 
five questions. 

When do you want to retire? 
The age at which you retire 
matters more than you may 
realize. Retiring early sounds 
appealing, but it means saving 
more and having less time to 
do it. It can also create gaps 
in health care coverage and 
income before key benefits kick 
in. For example, Social Security 
benefits can begin at 62, but at 
a reduced amount. Full benefits 
are available between ages 66 
and 67, depending on birth year, 
and waiting until 70 means the 
maximum benefit. Medicare 
doesn't start until age 65, and 
penalty-free withdrawals from 
retirement accounts generally 
aren't allowed until age 59½.

For couples, timing gets even 
more complicated. Staggering 

retirement dates can sometimes 
maximize benefits; in other 
cases, retiring at the same time 
works better. 

A financial advisor can help 
you sort through these deci-
sions and find the approach that 
makes the most sense for your 
situation.

How do you want to spend 
your time in retirement?
Many new retirees are surprised 
to find that having unlimited 
free time feels disorienting rather 
than freeing. Thinking ahead 
about how to fill the days with 
meaningful activity – whether 
that's travel, volunteering, pursu-
ing hobbies or spending more 
time with family – can make the 
transition smoother.

It helps to sketch out what a 
typical week, month or even first 
year might look like. If  there are 
big gaps, it's worth thinking now 
about what might fill them in 
rewarding ways.

Where do you want to live 
as a retiree?
Some retirees stay put, while 
others downsize or relocate 
entirely. Either way, it's wise to 
consider whether a chosen loca-
tion will work well as you get 
older, taking into account factors 
like proximity to family, access 
to health care, cost of  living and 
climate.

What will your retirement
lifestyle cost?
It’s not uncommon for retirees 
to discover that their travel, en-
tertainment or leisure expenses 
were higher than expected. The 
more active and involved you 
plan to be, the more you will 
likely need to budget.

Does your retirement in-
volve giving back?
Retirement often brings both the 
time and motivation to be more 
generous. Whether the goal is 
helping family members, donat-

ing to charity or volunteering in 
the community, it's worth defin-
ing those goals and building 
them into an overall plan.

Now that your vision is taking 
shape, turn it into a plan. Work 
with your financial advisor to 
align your savings with the life 
you want — and revisit that 
plan as your priorities evolve 
so your retirement keeps pace 
with you.

Contact Mark today to discuss 
this topic or any of  your finan-
cial goals.
Mark Freeman, CEPA
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA  508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor..

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article. 

October 2026 Town 
Meeting Warrant 
now open

At the July 13, 2026 Select 
Board meeting, the Board 
voted to open the October 
2026 Town Meeting Warrant. 

Town Meeting will take 
place Monday October 19, 

2026, at 7 p.m. in the Hollis-
ton High School Auditorium.  
Articles can be submitted to 
the Office of  the Select Board 
by Monday, September 14 by 
4 p.m.  
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The b.LUXE beauty beat

Hair. Skin. Makeup. Wigs.  BEAUTIFULLY YOU

R E A L LY  G O O D  H A I R

S K I N  +  M A K E U PS K I N  +  M A K E U P

W I G S  +  T O P P E R SW I G S  +  T O P P E R S

Why is everyone at b.LUXE?
Inside One of Massachusetts’ 
Highest-Rated Salons

By Gina Woelfel

September is the 
Unofficial “Back To 
Yourself” Season.

After a summer of  loose 
schedules, salt air and increas-
ingly optional beauty routines, 
September brings the urge to 
feel pulled together again.

That return to yourself  is 
what b.LUXE has always been 
about.

Meanwhile, at the 
Studio…

On any given day, more than 
30 beauty professionals are cut-
ting hair, mixing color, giving 
facials, applying makeup, fitting 
wigs and toppers, consulting 
with guests and learning from 
one another.

Fifteen years in, hair is still at 
the heart of  b.LUXE.

It simply has more company 
now: advanced therapeutic sk-
incare, private wig and topper 
services and a new generation 
of  artists building their careers.

More than 1,000 Google 
reviews have helped make 
b.LUXE one of  the highest-
rated salons in Massachusetts.

We’re proud of  that number. 
Even prouder of  what it repre-
sents.

Each one came from a guest 
who thought their experience 
was worth sharing.

It Still Starts with Really 
Good Hair

Hair has always been the 
foundation of  b.LUXE Studio. 
Our team specializes in preci-
sion cutting, custom color, 
extensions, smoothing services, 
scalp care and conditioning 
treatments.

Every b.LUXE artist receives 
advanced education in cutting, 
coloring and treatments for all 
hair lengths and textures, from 
short hair and long layers to 
curls, razor cuts and clipper 
cuts.

Your hair also has to work 

outside the salon.
You shouldn’t need three 

brushes, four products, two 
free hours and the upper-body 
strength of  a professional ath-
lete to recreate it.

Really good hair should still 
be really good when you’re the 
one doing it.

The Next Generation Is 
Taking Appointments

September has always car-
ried a certain back-to-school 
energy, and our apprentices 
understand that better than 
anyone.

Apprentice Stylists Jenni, 
Anneliese and Kendall have 
officially joined our booking 
menu, offering blowouts, hair-
cuts, color and foiling under the 
guidance of  b.LUXE’s experi-
enced mentors and educators.

We know a college budget 
and great hair are not natural 
allies.

We have a solution.
A model wash, cut and style 

starts at $35. Color services 
start at $40. Face-frame foils 
start at $65, partial foils at $85 
and full foils at $105! Foiling 
services include a color balance 
and blow-dry, too.

These are full salon appoint-
ments, not practice sessions 
tucked away after hours. Each 
includes a consultation, com-
pleted service and senior-edu-
cator check-ins along the way.

It is smart beauty math.
For students heading back 

to campus, families watching 
fall expenses and anyone who 
appreciates b.LUXE hair at ap-
prentice pricing, the numbers 
work.

Extensions Are Not What 
They Used to Be

The words “hair extensions” 
once suggested very long, dra-
matic results.

Now, many of  our guests 
choose extensions for reasons 
other than length. They want 
fullness through the sides, 

added density or the return of  
volume their hair used to have.

We still love a dramatic 
makeover.

Today’s extensions can be 
placed and blended to look 
completely natural. A consulta-
tion covers the method, color, 
placement and upkeep before a 
single extension is added.

Wigs & Toppers: 
BEAUTIFULLY YOU

Our wig and topper services 
began with owner Heather 
Cohen, who understands hair 
loss because she has experi-
enced it herself.

She knows that finding al-
ternative hair is not simply a 
matter of  selecting a color and 
placing an order.

You want it to look natural.
You want it to feel comfort-

able.
Mostly, you want to recog-

nize yourself  again.
Our private consultations 

give you room to ask questions, 
try different options and receive 
honest guidance. We work with 
guests experiencing thinning, 
alopecia, medical hair loss and 
changes in density.

Consultations are available 
in person and virtually for our 
non-local guests. Every piece is 
selected, fitted, cut and styled 
with the same care and atten-
tion as every b.LUXE hair 
service.

We have also given wigs and 
toppers a home of  their own at 
bluxewigs.com. Online retail is 
coming soon!

The Quieter Side of 
b.LUXE

Beyond the energy of  the 
salon, behind the spa room 
doors, the pace changes.

The light softens, the music 
settles into the background, and 
your phone stays blissfully silent 
in your bag.

For once, you have nowhere 
else to be.

Our G.M. Collin Master 
Certified Estheticians, Corinn 
and Monique,offer customized 
facials, chemical peels, waxing 
and lash services, with special-
ized care that includes oncology 
therapeutic skincare and Reiki 

facials.
You may leave with brighter 

skin and a better home-care 
plan.

You may also leave wonder-
ing why you waited so long to 
let someone take care of  you.

Back to You
September is not about re-

invention. It is a return to the 
routines that make you feel 
like yourself, just as the busi-
est three months of  the year 
begin.

Maybe that’s why everyone 

is here.
For their hair. Their skin. 

Their makeup. Their confi-
dence.

Turns out, there is more 
than one way back to yourself.

Book your next appoint-
ment at bluxe.com, or visit 
bluxewigs.com to learn more 
about wigs, toppers and pri-
vate consultations.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.
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Why multi-generational homes are becoming
more valuable in Massachusetts

Lynne Ritucci and Tim Swift

REAL ESTATE INSIGHTS
The spare bedroom on the 

main floor. The finished base-
ment with a kitchenette and pri-
vate entrance. The bonus room 
that has become a convenient 
storage area.

To a homeowner, these spaces 
may simply feel like extra room. 
But to today’s buyers, they could 
represent something much more 
valuable: flexibility.

As multi-generational liv-
ing continues to grow, homes 
designed, or easily adapted, to 
accommodate multiple genera-
tions are becoming increasingly 
attractive. For Massachusetts 
homeowners considering a 
move, those features could help 
a property stand out in a com-
petitive market.

Multi-generational households 
are those in which three or more 
generations live under the same 
roof. According to Realtor.com, 
the number of  these households 
increased from approximately 

3.2 million in 2014 to nearly 4 
million in 2024.

Housing affordability remains 
a challenge, while families are 
also looking for practical ways 
to care for aging parents, ac-
commodate adult children, and 
share household expenses.

For many buyers, a home 
that provides separate or semi-
private living areas can offer 
the best of  both worlds: prox-
imity to family without sacrific-
ing privacy.

Features such as first-floor 
bedrooms, finished lower levels, 
in-law suites, second kitchens, 
private entrances, and addi-
tional living spaces are increas-
ingly appealing.

The demand for multi-gener-
ational housing can also trans-
late into a premium for homes 
that offer these features.

Realtor.com reported that in 
2025, the median asking price 
for a multi-generational home 

was approximately $709,000, 
compared with $429,900 for a 
standard home. Even among 
homes with similar square foot-
age, multi-generational proper-
ties commanded a higher price 
per square foot.

Price differences are influ-
enced by many factors, includ-
ing location, condition, size, 
and amenities. In Massachusetts 
and throughout the Northeast, 
limited housing supply continues 
to shape the market. Realtor.
com’s 2026 data shows the 
Northeast remains well below 
typical pre-pandemic inventory 
levels, even as the number of  
available homes has improved. 
That combination means buyers 
have more choices than they did 
a few years ago, but genuinely 
flexible homes can still com-
mand attention.

Massachusetts remains one 
of  the region’s higher-priced 
markets. Realtor.com reported a 
statewide median listing price of  
$759,500 in June 2026. In com-
munities across MetroWest, the 
South Shore, and Greater Bos-
ton, where housing costs can be 
significant, a home that provides 
multiple living arrangements 
can offer an important advan-
tage by giving buyers more func-
tionality from the space they are 
purchasing.

A flexible floor plan may ap-
peal to a broader range of  buy-
ers, not just families currently 
living with multiple generations, 
but also buyers planning for fu-
ture needs.

The appeal isn’t necessarily 
about having a home specifically 

labeled as “multi-generational.” 
It’s about having options.

A finished basement with its 
own entrance could work well 
for an adult child, an aging 
parent, or extended family. A 
first-floor bedroom and full 
bathroom can provide conve-
nient accommodations, while 
a bonus room could serve as a 
home office, guest room, play-
room, or private living area.

That flexibility can make a 
home more compelling when 
buyers are comparing proper-
ties.

That is especially relevant 
in the Boston-area market and 
surrounding suburbs. Boston 
buyers have gained more 
choices, but pricing still mat-
ters and well-positioned homes 
can attract strong interest. For 
sellers throughout MetroW-
est and southeastern Mas-
sachusetts, this reinforces the 
importance of  showing buyers 
exactly how a home’s space 
can solve their needs.

When inventory is limited, 
or when buyers are compar-
ing more choices, a home that 
checks several boxes at once can 
stand out from the competition.

What This Means for Massa-
chusetts Homeowners

If  your home has spaces 
that could support multi-gen-
erational living, don’t overlook 
them when preparing to sell.

The way those spaces are 
presented can make a significant 
difference. Rather than simply 
calling a finished basement “ad-
ditional living space,” highlight 

its potential uses, such as a 
private guest suite, space for an 
adult child, or accommodations 
for extended family.

The same applies to spare 
bedrooms, separate entrances, 
additional kitchens, flexible 
bonus rooms, and first-floor liv-
ing arrangements.

Your home may offer more 
than you realize. The key is 
helping buyers see how those 
features can fit into their lives.

Today’s buyers are looking 
for homes that can adapt to 
changing needs. Multi-gen-
erational living is one reason 
flexibility has become such an 
important feature.

If  your Massachusetts home 
offers an in-law suite, finished 
basement, separate entrance, 
extra bedroom, or other adapt-
able living space, those features 
could give your property an im-
portant advantage.

Before putting your home on 
the market, take a closer look 
at the spaces you may consider 
“extra.” To the right buyer, they 
could be exactly what makes 
your home stand out, and po-
tentially add value to your sale.

For additional information 
or questions, please contact. 
Lynne or Tim.

Your Home Team. 
Lynne Ritucci 508-479-8505  
LynneRitucci@gmail.com 
Tim Swift 201-394-7292 
TimSwiftRealEstate@gmail.com

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  
this article.

AC • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Heating Oil

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

STAND OUT IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY!

To advertise in
this paper contact
Susanne
508-954-8148
sue@sodellconsult.com
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LIVING HEALTHY

Comprehensive eye exams

66 Main St., Hopkinton
508.528.3344 • BostonEyesHopkinton.com

EYE EXAMS

CONTACT 
LENSES

EYE 
SURGERY

OPTICAL 
BOUTIQUE

BOOK YOUR
BACK TO
SCHOOL
EYE EXAM!

A new treatment option for dry macular degeneration 
By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. | 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

For decades, telling a patient 
they had dry macular degen-
eration meant delivering some 
of  the most difficult news in eye 
care. I would sit across from pa-
tients worried about losing their 
ability to read, drive, or enjoy 
time with family, and explain 
that we had very few treatment 
options.

The advice was always the 
same: take appropriate vita-
mins, don't smoke, maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, monitor your 
vision, and come in for regu-
lar exams. Beyond that, our 
approach was largely one of  
careful observation. We were 
managing the disease as best we 
could, but we had little to offer 
in terms of  active treatment.

Today, that paradigm is 
changing.

A new option for dry AMD
Dry age-related macular de-

generation (AMD) is the most 
common form of  macular de-

generation, affecting millions of  
Americans. Unlike wet AMD, 
for which effective injectable 
treatments have been available 
for nearly two decades, patients 
with earlier stages of  dry AMD 
historically had no treatment 
specifically designed to address 
the disease itself. While the 
AREDS2 vitamin formulation 
can reduce the risk of  progres-
sion in certain patients, active 
treatment options remained 
severely limited.

However, in November 2024, 
the FDA authorized the Valeda® 
Light Delivery System for the 
treatment of  dry AMD. Valeda 
utilizes a technology called pho-
tobiomodulation (PBM), offer-
ing a noninvasive approach for 
appropriately selected patients 
with intermediate dry AMD 
before the development of  ad-
vanced geographic atrophy.

What is photobiomodula-
tion?

While light-based therapies 
have been used for years in 

other medical fields for wound 
healing and inflammation, its 
application in ophthalmology is 
a major milestone.

PBM uses carefully controlled 
wavelengths of  red and near-
infrared light delivered to the 
retina during a series of  brief, 
painless office treatments. The 
light is absorbed by mitochon-
dria—the energy-producing 
structures within cells. Re-
searchers believe this process 
supports cellular metabolism 
while reducing the oxidative 
stress and inflammation that 
drive the progression of  macu-
lar degeneration.

The standard treatment 
protocol consists of  nine short 
sessions performed over ap-
proximately three to five weeks. 
Based on clinical trials, addi-
tional treatment series may be 
recommended periodically.

What does the research 
show?

The LIGHTSITE III clinical 
trial evaluated photobiomodu-

lation in patients with interme-
diate dry AMD over two years. 
The results were highly encour-
aging:
•  Improved vision: Patients re-

ceiving PBM experienced an 
average improvement in visual 
acuity compared to those who 
received a sham treatment.

•  Measurable gains: More than 
60% of  treated eyes gained at 
least five letters on the stan-
dard ETDRS visual acuity 
chart.

•  Slower progression: The 
study suggested that treated 
patients may experience lower 
rates of  progression to ad-
vanced geographic atrophy.

•  Safety: The treatment was well 
tolerated with no significant 
safety concerns identified.
A note of caution: Photobio-

modulation is not a cure, and 
it does not guarantee improved 
vision for every patient. As an 
ophthalmologist, I believe in 
balancing optimism with reality. 
Patients deserve accurate infor-
mation and realistic expecta-
tions, not exaggerated promises.

Who is a candidate?
Patient selection is critical. 

Current evidence and FDA 
authorization focus specifically 
on patients with intermediate 
dry AMD. Determining whether 
this treatment is appropriate 
requires a comprehensive eye 
examination, detailed retinal 
imaging, and an individualized 
evaluation by an ophthalmolo-

gist or retina specialist.

What this means for you
If  you were told years ago 

that there was "nothing to do" 
for your dry AMD, it is time to 
have another conversation with 
your eye doctor. PBM does not 
replace the fundamentals of  
care—patients must still take 
vitamins, avoid smoking, and 
undergo regular monitoring—
but it offers a powerful new tool 
in our arsenal.

At Milford Franklin Eye 
Center, we are proud to be 
the fourth center in Massa-
chusetts—and the only one in 
our local area—to offer pho-
tobiomodulation therapy with 
the Valeda system through our 
Franklin office.

We are also proud to provide 
comprehensive, on-site retina 
specialty care through Dr. 
Alyse Richard, a highly trained 
retina specialist dedicated to 
advanced, patient-centered care 
for complex retinal conditions.

After many years of  simply 
monitoring dry AMD, I am 
grateful we finally have more to 
offer. If  you or a loved one has 
been diagnosed with dry AMD, 
contact Milford Franklin Eye 
Center today to schedule a com-
prehensive retinal evaluation.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.



September 1, 2026	   Find us on Facebook  |  Holliston Town News 	 Page 11

Full-Service Residential Construction & RenovationsFull-Service Residential Construction & Renovations
From concept to completion, we
deliver high-quality workmanship
with attention to detail you can trust.

Let your dreams be our project, with a local contractor you can trust.Let your dreams be our project, with a local contractor you can trust.

Our ServicesOur Services
u Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
u Full Home Renovations
u Custom Decks & Outdoor Living
u Flooring, Tile & Finish Work
u Additions & Remodeling Projects
u General Contracting & Repairs

Why ChooseWhy Choose
Lokal Construction?Lokal Construction?

• Reliable, professional & detail-oriented
• Clean & modern workmanship

• Clear communication from start to finish

Lokal Construction
Quality Craftsmanship. Local Expertise.

Contact UsContact Us
508-963-5727508-963-5727
LokalConstruction@hotmail.com
LokalConstruction.com
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Former The Voice contestant to perform at Holliston 
Jimmy Fund Fundraiser 
By Jessica Ommen

Holliston resident Bob 
McKee is turning his cancer 
journey into an afternoon of  
music, community and giving 
back. On Sunday, Sept. 13, 
McKee will host a fundraiser at 
Rushford & Sons Brewhouse for 
his BBC23 Underdogs Jimmy 
Fund Walk team, featuring live 
music from Worcester native 
singer-songwriter Sam James, 
a former contestant on NBC’s 
The Voice. The event will bring 
neighbors together to enjoy an 
afternoon of  music and com-
munity while helping McKee 
raise money for cancer research 
and support the mission that 
has become deeply personal to 
him.

In the summer of  2023, 
McKee experienced unex-
plained bouts of  extreme 
fatigue, brain fog and unchar-
acteristic lapses in judgment. 
His wife jokingly suggested that 
he “get his head checked,” and 
what began as a passing remark 
soon became a sobering reality.

When the imaging results 
came back, McKee’s wife, a 
nurse practitioner, immediately 
recognized that something was 
seriously wrong. The scans 
revealed three lesions on his 
brain. 

With a five-year-old son at 
home and no guarantee of  how 
much time he had left, McKee 
faced life’s greatest challenge: 
to survive and make that time 
count. Nearly three years later, 
he is still here, and he’s turning 
his experience into a mission of  
hope, community and giving 
back.

In 2024, he delivered the 
keynote speech at an Expect 
Miracles Foundation (EMF) 
gala, helping raise $80,000 for 
the organization, which has 
awarded more than $25 million 
in grants supporting cancer re-
search and financial assistance 
for families.

That same year, McKee 
began participating in the 
Jimmy Fund Walk with mem-
bers of  his family. Together, 
they have raised more than 
$14,000. And, on Oct. 4, 2026, 
he will captain the BBC23 
Underdogs for his third Jimmy 
Fund Walk, with a goal of  rais-
ing at least another $10,000 for 

cancer research.
For McKee, organizations 

such as the Jimmy Fund and 
EMF represent more than fund-
raising totals. They demonstrate 
what is possible when commu-
nities come together to support 
patients, advance research and 
create hope.

“I wouldn’t be here if  it 
wasn’t for these organizations. 
They are the largest donors to 
Dana-Farber,” says McKee.

His own experience inspired 
him to pay it forward. In June, 
McKee launched BBC23.com. 
He calls it his “passion project” 
rooted in his cancer journey 
and his desire to turn a difficult 
experience into a source of  
hope for others. 

When he was diagnosed, 
McKee recalls, “I didn’t know 
where to go. I was lost. I did 
this because it is cathartic for 
me; let’s see if  it’s cathartic for 
others.”

Through the site, he shares 
his story, connects with fellow 
cancer fighters, recognizes those 
who have supported him and 
provides resources, encourage-
ment and opportunities to sup-
port cancer research.

“It’s unfortunate that this 
happened, but I am happy to be 
here. I wouldn’t be if  it wasn’t 
for organizations like The 
Jimmy Fund. It shouldn’t be the 
big C-word,” says McKee.

During treatment, McKee 
found strength in music, which 
helped motivate him to get out 
of  bed and walk the hospital 
floor when even that required 
tremendous effort. Today, music 
remains a source of  inspiration, 
making acclaimed Worcester 
native singer-songwriter Sam 
James a fitting choice to per-
form at McKee’s Sept. 13 fun-
draiser. 

James gained national rec-
ognition as a contestant on 
Season 3 of  The Voice, where 
he performed as a member of  
Team Adam. Known for his 
soulful vocals and engaging 
covers, James has also earned 
co-writing credits with major 
artists including Dolly Parton 
and Bebe Rexha.

The fundraiser will take place 
Sunday, Sept. 13, from 4-8 p.m. 
with music starting at 5:30 p.m. 
at Rushford & Sons Brewhouse, 

747 Washington St., Holliston. 
The event will include live 
music from James, opportunity 
drawings featuring gift cards 
from local businesses and a 
chance to support McKee’s 
BBC23 Underdogs Jimmy Fund 
Walk Campaign. A suggested 
$20 donation will go toward the 
campaign. 

For McKee, the afternoon is 

BBC23 Underdogs at the Finish Line Jimmy Fund Walk 2025.

Scan to Donate to the BBC23 Un-
derdogs Jimmy Fund Campaign.

McKee Captains the 2025 BBC23 
Underdogs Jimmy Fund Team.

about more than fundraising—
it’s a celebration of  community, 
hope and the belief  that there is 
always a reason to keep fighting. 
Every donation helps support 
cancer research and the pos-
sibility of  giving another family 
what McKee is fighting to pre-
serve: more time together.
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Family-run Affordable Junk Removal 
takes the stress out of cleanups
By Christie Vogt 
Contributing Writer

Whether it’s one old fridge 
in the garage or an entire home 
of  unwanted goods, the team at 
Affordable Junk Removal offers 
a cost-efficient, stress-free ap-
proach to waste management. 
“You don’t lift a finger,” says 
owner Jason Schadler, who 
started the company along with 
his wife Christine in 2005.

The business offers same-day 
service for both residential and 
commercial clients across east-
ern and central Massachusetts 
and northern Rhode Island. In 
addition to junk removal, the 
company rents 15-yard dump-
sters. 

As a family-owned and oper-
ated company, Schadler says 
Affordable Junk Removal has 
lower overhead costs and is 
more accessible than national 
competitors. “I answer my 
phone 24 hours a day,” he says. 
“I was on vacation in Italy and 
Portugal, and I was still answer-
ing my phone on the beach. 
When you call us, you get me 

— not an automated machine!”
Schadler says the company 

has an environmentally friendly 
approach to disposal in which 
it recycles items when possible 
and properly disposes of  non-
recyclables. “We have four kids 
and sustainability is extremely 
important to us.”

During the business's early 
days, Schadler provided junk 
removal on nights and week-
ends when he wasn’t busy 
working at a machine shop. 
Eventually, the business grew 
into a full-time endeavor, and 
the Schadlers invested back into 
the company with new equip-
ment and techniques. “When 
I first started, for example, we 
didn’t have any tarps. I’m driv-
ing around and things are fly-
ing out of  my truck,” Schadler 
laughs. “I’m like, ‘Oh my god, I 
need a tarp.’”

Schadler says his wife Chris-
tine “was equally as involved” 
in getting the business off the 
ground. “She handled the 
backend while I did the heavy 
lifting, all while she was work-

ing at EMC,” he says. “Fast 
forward 21 years, and we both 
work full time managing the 
company as well as other en-
deavors. Business is doing great; 
it has grown tremendously to a 
fleet of  trucks and dumpsters, 
and we’ve also been able to buy 
a pizza place in Holliston, The 
Corner Market.”

In addition to delivering an 
in-demand service to the com-
munity, Schadler is appreciative 
that Affordable Junk Removal 
has helped provide a work-life 
balance that suits his family. “It 
allows me to be able to do what 

I like doing and spend time 
with my kids,” he says. “I’m 
home to see my babies play 
softball and do all that stuff. We 
are also able to give back to the 
communities we serve.”

As for Hopedale in particular, 
Schadler says they are proud 
to have many repeat custom-
ers and friends in the area. The 
Schadlers live in nearby Milford 
and have coached and sponsored 
many youth sports activities in 
both Hopedale and Milford.

One of  the best parts of  his 
job, Schadler says, is meeting and 
getting to know new people and 
developing relationships with 
returning customers. “We are 
really grateful for the repeat busi-
ness and the chance to form con-
nections with residents across the 
MetroWest area,” he says.

To receive a free junk 
removal estimate, call 774-
287-1133 or visit affordable-
junkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here with their children, started 
Affordable Junk Removal in 2005.
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Holliston to receive Green
Communities Grant of over $80K

BOSTON, MA – Holliston 
is among 57 communities that 
will collectively receive over $8 
million in Green Communi-
ties Grants from the Healey-
Driscoll Administration to fund 
energy efficiency and clean 
energy projects. Holliston will 
receive $80,104. 

To date, DOER will have 
awarded more than $208 mil-
lion to Green Communities in 
Designation and Competitive 
Grants since 2010. These funds 

have helped reduce municipal 
energy costs by over $30 mil-
lion annually and have reduced 
pollution.

The latest round of  projects 
are expected to save about 
$701,411 each year in energy 
costs and leverage $3.2 mil-
lion in utility incentives. An-
nual energy savings of  28,141 
MMBtus is equivalent to the 
energy use of  320 Massachu-
setts households. These projects 
also reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions by 1,634 metric tons 
annually, roughly equivalent to 
3,783 barrels of  oil consumed.

Eligible projects include in-
stalling high-efficiency lighting 
and building weatherization, 
upgrading to energy manage-
ment systems, insulating pipes 
and attic spaces, and transition-
ing HVAC systems away from 
fossil fuels by installing air- or 
ground-source heat pumps.

Under the Green Com-
munities Act, DOER’s Green 
Communities Designation 
and Grant Program can make 
available up to $20 million an-
nually to qualified cities and 
towns. 

DOER accepts competitive 
grant applications in two blocks 
annually. Additional informa-
tion can be found at:  https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/
grantees-and-grant-summaries-
green-communities-division. 
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The Center, located at 150 
Goulding St., Holliston, is open 
Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Reach them at 508-429-0622 or 
visit https://www.townofholliston.
us/176/Senior-Center-The-Center .

Following are some high-
lighted programs coming up:

Good as New Garage Sale is 
Coming, Saturday, September 
12, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

All proceeds benefit The 
Center’s programs, classes and 
events.

Volunteers are needed! Help 
is also needed on donation 
days August, Friday, Septem-
ber 11 and Saturday, Septem-
ber 12 for set up, staffing sales 
areas, food preparation and 
service. Please email Sheila: 
sheiladjoslin@gmail.com.

Celebrate the Beauty of Au-
tumn with the Holliston Gar-
den Club, Friday, October 2

Register at 508-429-0622.

Monthly Breakfast: Tuesday, 
Sept. 22 & Tuesday, Oct. 20, 
9 a.m., $5, veterans eat free, 
advanced registration required, 
508-429-0622.

The Center Lunch, Monday 
& Wednesday: The menu is on 
our website or pick up a copy 
at The Center. https://www.
townofholliston.us/176/Senior-
Center-The-Center Each meal 
is $5. Register at 508-429-0622 
two business days ahead.

During your birthday month 
one FREE lunch is provided 
to help you celebrate. Excludes 
special luncheons.

Lions Club Lunches:
Sept. 20, The Center: Regis-

ter at 508-429-0622.
Oct. 18, Cole Court: Register 

at 774-233-0340.
Doors open at 11:30 a.m., 

lunch starts at noon.

Writers Group, First Tuesday 
of Month, 10 a.m.: Join us for 
a gathering to practice writing 
skills and connect with others 
through written words

September 15: a school mem-
ory (good or bad) 

October 6: writer’s free choice

Book Club, Second Friday of 
the Month, 1:30 p.m.

September 18: “The Great-
est Sentence Ever Written,” by 
Walter Isaacson. 

October 9: “The Irish Good-
bye,” by Heather Aimee O’Neil.

Hearing Aid Cleanings: with 
Hopkinton Audiology Services, 
Sept. 23 & Oct. 14, please regis-
ter at 508-429-0622.

Dementia-Friendly Free 
Lunch & Learn, The Holliston 
and Sherborn COAs have part-
nered on this program, funded 
by Bay State Federal Savings 
Bank Charitable Foundation. 
Sherborn Town Hall, 2nd floor, 
19 Washington Street. To regis-

ter and RSVP for Lunch: Call 
508-429-0622

Friday, September 25, 11 
a.m., Creating a Serenity Gar-
den: Join Therapy Gardens to 
make a small serenity garden to 
take home. It’s simple, creative, 
and fun! 

Friday, October 30, 11 a.m., 
Medicare’s GUIDE Program & 
Resources: Melinda Morle will 
present the Medicare GUIDE 
Program, a dementia care 
model offering assistance and re-
spite benefits. Group discussion 
and resource sharing to follow.

Durable Medical Equip-
ment Loans: The Center loans 
durable medical equipment by 
appointment ONLY. All equip-
ment MUST be cleaned &sani-
tized prior to returning.

The Center accepts donated 
equipment in CLEAN, LIKE-
NEW condition. Please call first!

Health & Wellness Fair, Tues-
day, October 6, 4-6 p.m. 

Free event is open to all Hol-
liston residents who are inter-

ested learning more about the 
variety of  programs and services 
available to help you live well. 
View list of   vendors at https://
www.townofholliston.us/176/
Senior- Center-The-Center

What’s Your Story and Why 
Telling It Matters, Tuesday, 
Oct. 20, 1:30 p.m.

Knowing your story, and 
being confident in telling it, 
will allow you to pave your 
own yellow brick road. 50+ 
Job Seekers career counselor 
George Armstrong will help 
you tap into your history and 
express your skills, accomplish-
ments, values and mindset to 
influence your audience. Regis-
ter at 508-429-0622.

Emergency Planning Pre-
sentation, Tuesday, Oct. 13, 
1:30 p.m.

Attorney Amy N. Azza will 
instruct how to create an emer-
gency medical folder, what to 
include in them, and how to 
draft all the documents. Each 
attendee will receive their own 
emergency medical folder to 
bring home. A FREE lunch 
will be provided. Register at 
508-429-0622.

Go Solar Presentaiton, 
Thursday, Oct. 15, 12 p.m.

Holliston’s Sustainability 
Manager, Ameilia, will present 
this lunch & learn with Q & A 
time to discuss all about going 
solar on your home. Register 

at 508-429-0622.

Living Options & Home 
Care, Thursday, Sept. 24, 12 
p.m.

How to  navigating all the 
different options in senior liv-
ing communities and what to 
know when hiring a home care 
agency. Free lunch provided. 
Register at 508-429-0622.

“Join or Die” Documentary, 
Tuesday, Sept. 29, 1:30 p.m.

Award-winning documen-
tary that explores the im-
portance of  joining a club’s 
significance for the future 
of  America. Documentary 
chronicles the half-century 
decline of  U.S. civic through 
the lens of  renowned social 
scientist Robert Putnam. His 
groundbreaking research in 
“Bowling Alone” may hold 
the key to addressing our 
democracy’s current chal-
lenges. Free lunch will be 
provided. Register at 508-
429-0622.

Sea Glass Art Class, Wednes-
day, Sept. 30, 1 p.m.

Sponsored by The Resi-
dence at Valley Farm Freestyle 
craft session to let your cre-
ativity shine!

Design your own unique 
piece using a variety of  stencils. 
Provided: prepared window, 
seashells, sand, and colored 
glass. Bring your own sea glass 
optional.

What’s coming up at The Center

781-444-7577
www.ConnellRoofing.com
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70+ Years of Quality Service
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Struggling with 
acne?
By Lisa Massimiano, 
Licensed Esthetician and 
Certified Acne Specialist 

If  you have been diagnosed 
with acne and haven’t been sat-
isfied with drug store products 
or the suggested treatment from 
your doctor, consider seeing an 
Acne Specialist.
What is an Acne Specialist?

An Acne Specialist is a li-
censed skin care professional 
who is specially trained to treat 
acne using a combination of  
clinical treatments, home care 
protocols and regular follow-up 
during the process of  clearing 
acne prone skin. 

Most physicians don’t have 
the time to spend educating pa-
tients on the root cause of  their 
acne. They often prescribe oral 
antibiotics and strong topical 
retinoids that can leave skin dry, 
red and irritated. Patients get 
frustrated with these side effects 
and stop using the products. 
How an Acne Specialist can help 
you.

An Acne Specialist will as-
sess your individual skin type, 
and the type of  acne you have, 
to develop a plan of  action spe-

cifically for you. They will take 
the time to teach you about the 
root cause of  acne and provide 
information on lifestyle, diet, 
medications, and ingredients in 
makeup and skin care products 
that exacerbate acne. They 
help you to get your skin clear 
and teach you how to keep your 
acne under control.

For people struggling with 
acne, it can be frustrating to try 
and communicate with their 
doctor on a timely basis. My 
clients tell me that the best part 
of  working with an Acne Spe-
cialist is that we are there for 
them to answer their questions 
and provide support while they 
go through the process of  get-
ting  their skin clear.

Questions about acne? 
Email Lisa Massimiano, owner 
Skin Smart Salon and Acne 
Clinic at skinsmartsalon@aol.
com or call 508-881-1180. Visit 
the website skinsmartsalon.
com for information about 
Skin Smart’s acne program and 
other services.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Take control. Manage your acne with a customized  
treatment program designed to clear your unique skin.

Education. Coaching. Support.
90% of my clients clear in 12-16 weeks

Lisa Massimiano - Licensed Aesthetician, Acne Specialist
Certified by the National Face Reality Acne Clinic

Schedule your acne consultation today!

508-881-1180

SkinSmartSalon.com
SkinSmartSalon@aol.com 

44 Front Street, 2nd Floor • AShlAnd  

Before after

ACNE CLINIC FOR ALL AGES

Achieve Clear Skin

School Building Committee
begins its work
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

The Holliston School Build-
ing Committee held its first 
meeting in July, soon after 
electing Barbara Agen Ryan 
as its Chair. “After being ap-
pointed by the Select Board, 
our first meeting with me as 
chair took place August 12,” 
explains Ryan, a veteran with 
a background in healthcare, 
including public health and 
experience managing large 
health care construction proj-
ects. “The voting and non-
voting members bring different 
expertise and responsibilities, 
but we are one committee 
serving Holliston. People 
should understand what we 
are doing, why we are doing 
it, and where we are in the 
process. Trust is built through 
openness, consistency, listening 
and accessible information.”

Ryan explains one of  the 
biggest tasks is for the com-
mittee to meet Massachusetts 
School Building Association 
(MSBA) deadlines. At press 
time, the next deadline was 
August 31, by which time they 
needed to complete the Educa-
tional Profile Questionnaire as 
well as provide Open Enroll-
ment projections to the MSBA.

In this MSBA process, the 
committee is tasked with 
planning. Ryan said, “We are 
considering a public invest-
ment that could serve Hollis-
ton for 50–75 years or longer. 
Our responsibility is to think 
beyond today’s needs: how 
learning may evolve, how the 
community may change, and 
how we make a healthy, adapt-
able and fiscally responsible 
investment for generations.” 

Ryan also added, “We have no 
predetermined outcomes,” and 
that building transparency and 
trust in the community is a top 
priority.

“It’s really on us not only 
to think about today’s needs 
but the potential needs in 
the future,” she says, “How 
do we think about an adapt-
able and fiscally responsible 
(design) while working within 
the MSBA guidelines? And we 
certainly answer to the com-
munity in all of  this work.” 
she points out, adding that for 
her, “the biggest takeaway is 
transparency and public trust. 
There’s not always going to be 
big news, and that’s ok. Right 
now, the work is foundational. 
We know this process is it-
erative, and two-way dialogue 
with the community and all of  
the stakeholders is very impor-
tant to the committee.”

The Committee is in a learn-
ing and information-gathering 
phase - understanding MSBA 
requirements, enrollment pro-
jections, educational needs and 
the questions Holliston needs 
to be asking. The school build-
ing process must consider how 
to support student learning, 
the health and well-being of  
students and staff, and the sus-
tainability of  a building. Ryan 
stated, “Together with our 
whole community, the desire 
is to create welcoming spaces 
that help students thrive and 
bring the community together. 
At the end of  the day, it is 
about our students, their edu-
cation, and the structure that 
supports their learning. Is this 
space going to inspire curiosity, 
creativity, and discernment in 

a safe, engaging, equitable and 
flexible working space?”

The School Building Com-
mittee’s next meeting is Sep-
tember 9, and its meetings, she 
says, “are always public, hybrid 
according to the Massachusetts 
statute.” The public can voice 
their input and thoughts to 
a new email address, school-
building@holliston.k12.ma.us, 
as well as find information on 
the town webpage.

Coming up, the School 
Building Committee must 
meet another deadline, No-
vember 27, in two areas, En-
rollment, and Maintenance 
and Capitol Planning. 

“The committee is working 
on these key components right 
now, gathering information to 
bring it to the committee to 
vote and meet the deadline,” 
says Ryan, noting that the 
committee wants to explain the 
milestones and why they mat-
ter to the community, while at 
the same time listening to the 
community to determine its 
needs and concerns.

“We’re asking for people to 
participate,” she says, “Please 
come to meetings. Be part of  
the process. We want to hear 
what constituents have to say 
and (tell them) what we’re 
working on. We hope, in the 
spirit of  good governance 
and good communication, 
that people will bring their 
thoughts and concerns to the 
table. We are there to listen 
and do our best by our stu-
dents and our community with 
the best possible intentions and 
best possible information on 
what may matter for genera-
tions.”
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Allegra Commonwealth 
Singers, formerly known as A 
Cappella Singers, meets on 
Mondays at St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church in Framingham. 

I n t e r e s t e d 
adult voices 
in the treble 
range (SSAA) 
- soprano and 
alto adult 
singers -are 
welcome to 
attend guest 
nights, every 
Monday in 
September, 
where the De-
cember concert repertoire will 
be introduced. Rehearsals are 
Monday nights, 7-9 p.m. at St. 
Andrews Episcopal Church, 3 
Maple St., Framingham. There 

Dry Cleaning  •  Wet Cleaning
Tailoring & Alterations

Shirt Laundry  •  Eco-Friendly Cleaning
Over 35 Years Experience

Quality & Service Always Come First

   402 Washington St., Holliston
HillersCleaners.com  •  774.233.0239

MON–FRI 7:30am-6pm  SAT 8am-2pm

NOW OPEN IN HOLLISTON 

Experience the Difference. Quality Cleaning.
Guaranteed Satisfaction.

WINNER OF BEST OF 2025 HOPKINTON
by Business Rate

Next toGaetano’s Bakery

Holliston urged to adopt master 
plan continuity by-law
Article submitted by 
Envisioning Future 
Holliston committee 

Holliston leaders and com-
munity advocates are push-
ing for a new Master Plan 
Continuity By-law intended to 
ensure the town’s long-range 
planning is timely, account-
able, and data-driven. Propo-
nents argue the by-law would 
create mandatory review time-
lines and stronger legislative 
oversight to prevent planning 
gaps that have left Holliston 
with an outdated document.

Holliston’s current Master 
Plan dates to 1999, making 
it the oldest among the 177 
MBTA 3A communities. Most 
peer towns have modernized 
their plans since 2015, and 
about 75% now have plans re-
flecting recent data and policy 
needs. Without a Home Rule 
Charter that obligates regular 
reviews, Holliston relies on the 
discretion of  town administra-
tors and various committees to 

initiate updates. That arrange-
ment, advocates say, allows 
critical updates to lapse amid 
frequent turnover: local lead-
ership has changed by roughly 
92% over the past decade, 
eroding institutional memory 
and continuity.

Holliston’s 2024 Strategic 
Plan lays out a community 
vision and strategic priorities. 
The Master Plan should align 
with that vision and provide 
a blueprint for achieving it. 
Under Massachusetts law, a 
Master Plan should address 
goals and policies, land use, 
housing, economic develop-
ment, natural and cultural 
resources, open space and 
recreation, municipal services 
and facilities, circulation, 
implementation, census-based 
projections, and alignment 
with zoning. The proposed 
by-law draws on Dedham’s 
Chapter 65 as a model and 
would require a comprehen-
sive plan led by the Planning 

Board in concert with other 
Boards and Committees in 
alignment with Holliston’s 
Strategic Plan. Key provi-
sions mandate a full review 
every 10 years with five-year 
interim updates, use of  the 
latest census data, and con-
sistency checks between the 
Master Plan and town zoning 
and regulations. Updates and 
formal proposals would be 
publicly posted and brought to 
Town Meeting when changes 
are needed.

Supporters note financial 
and governance benefits: a 
roughly $200,000 update 
would represent a small frac-
tion of  the town’s projected 
billion-dollar decade of  
spending, yet provide a living 
document to guide invest-
ments, reduce siloed decision-
making, onboard volunteers. 
The group is doing a “listen-
ing tour” to build consensus 
and present unified support at 
Town Meeting.

Allegra Commonwealth 
Singers to hold guest 
nights in September
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is no formal audition - singers are 
heard for voice placement, ability 
to match pitch, and capability to 
read music. 

The chorus rehearses weekly 
to prepare for 

upcoming 
public after-
noon concerts 
on December 
5 & 6. Di-
rector Brett 
Abigaña leads 
the chorus 
in his second 
year, and 
pianist Simo-

nida Spasojevic 
accompanies. Information is 
available on the website allegras-
ingers.org or by emailing info@
allegrasingers.org or calling 774-
231-8508.

RECYCLE THIS PAPER:
Newspaper is a great alternative to mulch for keeping 

your soil moist and weeds out of your garden!
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MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

Blood crisis persists, 
donors needed now 

BOSTON, Mass. - The 
American Red Cross con-
tinues to urge donors of  all 
blood types to act now and 
make an appointment to give 
blood or platelets amid the 
ongoing national blood crisis. 
Just three additional donors at 
every blood drive could help 
further stabilize the blood 
supply and ensure patients 
continue receiving lifesaving 
care.

Since issuing only the second 
blood crisis in Red Cross his-
tory in late July, thousands of  
generous donors have stepped 
up to help save lives. At the 
same time, the blood supply 
remains under severe pressure, 
just as many communities tran-
sition to back-to-school sched-
ules. When fewer donors are 
available to give, the impact on 
available lifesaving blood prod-
ucts can be significant — espe-
cially when the blood supply is 
already facing a low.

Keep up the momentum 
and help reverse the blood 
crisis. Book an appointment 
to give blood now by using 
the Blood Donor App, visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org or calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Those who are unable to 
donate can still make an impact 
by encouraging eligible friends, 
family members and colleagues 
to give blood.

Below are some upcoming 
blood drives in the local area:

Thursday, Sept. 3
-  Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond St., 

Franklin, 1-6 p.m.
-  Plainridge Park Casino, 301 

Washington St., Plainville,
11 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4

-  Milford Regional Medical
Center, 14 Prospect St., Mil-
ford, 12-5 p.m.

-  Encompass Fitness, 27 Millis-
ton Rd., Millis, 12-5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 5

-  Norfolk Center for Active Liv-
ing, 28 Medway Branch Rd., 
Norfolk, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 6

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 7

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 8
-  Framingham Blood Donation 

Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 11a.m.-7:15 
p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 9

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 11a.m.-7:15 
p.m.

-  Natick Town Hall, 13 E. Cen-
tral St., Natick, 12-5 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 10

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 9:30 a.m.- 
5:45 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 15

-  Milford Regional Medical 
Center, 14 Prospect St., Mil-
ford, 1-6 p.m.

-  Framingham MA Blood Do-
nation Ctr., 150 Worcester 
Rd., Ste. 4, Framingham, 11 
a.m.-7:15 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17

-  Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond St., 
Franklin, 1-6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18

-  Framingham Fire Dept., 10 
Loring Dr., Framingham, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19

-  St. Joseph Parish, 145 Hol-
liston St., Medway, 9 a.m.-2 
p.m.
Monday, Sept. 21

-  Bellingham Public Library, 
100 Blackstone St., Belling-
ham, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 22

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 11 a.m.-7:15 
p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 23

-  Framingham Blood Donation 
Ctr., 150 Worcester Rd., Ste. 
4, Framingham, 11 a.m.-7:15 
p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26

-  First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of  Milford, 23 Pine 
St., Milford, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Holliston news from the
Town Manager

Cross Street Update:
The Massachusetts Land 

Court has issued final judge-
ment on the 20 Cross Street 
property, awarding ownership 
to the Town of  Holliston. The 
Town has for the time being 
elected to retain the property 
for municipal use. The Town 
offers its sincere appreciation 
to our partners at the state and 
federal level for their support 
during this process. 

This initial step is many 
years in the making, and the 
Town is pleased to announce 
that Massachusetts Depart-
ment of  Environmental Protec-
tion and federal Environmental 
Protection Administration will 
be side by side with us as we 
enter this next phase. The EPA 
has confirmed to the Town 
that they will be performing 
the Phase II Environmental  
Site Assessment on our behalf. 
This will not only save the 
Town a considerable amount 
of  resources, but also confirm 
if, how, and when the Town 
will be able to build upon the 
site. This assessment is ex-
pected to begin in the coming 
weeks. 

Additional updates will be 
communicated to the com-

munity as this process contin-
ues. Please contact the Town 
Manager’s office with any ad-
ditional questions.

Capital Expenditure Fund:
The town has entered into 

an engagement with a long-
tenures Town Accountant 
(from a different community) to 
conduct an analysis and audit 
of  the Capital Expenditure 
Fund reporting error.  Up-
dated analysis performed by 
the Town suggests that while 
the fund is not overcommitted, 
the present balance is roughly 
$830K below where our finan-
cial policy dictates the balance 
should be. The Select Board 
will keep this matter as a stand-
ing agenda item at their meet-
ings to report out updates to 
the community, other channels 
will be used as well. I recently 
recorded an episode of  “Just 
Thinking” with HCAT on this 
topic, which provides a more 
in depth look at the issue, and I 
would encourage members of  
the community to watch.  

Parks and Recreation Com-
mission Vacancy:

A reminder to the commu-
nity that the Town of  Hol-

liston is seeking applicants 
to fill a vacancy on the Parks 
Commission through May 
2027. Residents interested 
in serving are encouraged to 
submit a Letter of  Interest 
to the Town Manager’s Of-
fice by Wednesday, Septem-
ber 9th at 12:00 PM. The 
appointment will be made 
jointly by the Parks Com-
mission and Select Board at 
a meeting tentatively sched-
uled for September 14th. 
Additional details, qualifica-
tions, and submission infor-
mation are available on the 
town website homepage. 

Ribbon cutting for Old 
Towne Car Wash

The Town of  Holliston and 
Representative James Arena-
DeRosa will be holding a 
ribbon cutting for the new 
Olde Towne Car Wash. This 
new business is located at 
1650  Washington Street, and 
the ribbon cutting will take 
place on 9/8 at 10 a.m. Town 
staff, board and committee 
members, and other members 
of  the community will be 
present and look forward to 
welcoming this new business 
to Holliston!
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$$1010  OFFOFF 24 HOUR
Emergency

Support

508-435-3381 • Hopkinton • JCParmenterSeptic.com
LICENSED TITLE 5 INSPECTOR  ••  FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1920

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
with same-day payment

CELEBRATE HOLLISTON
continued from page 1

of  opportunities to connect with 
local organizations, businesses 
and community groups.

One of  the biggest changes 
this year is the addition of  two 
stages, allowing organizers to 
spread out the day’s activities. 
The front field will feature the 
main stage and traditional Cel-
ebrate Holliston programming, 
while the back field will offer a 
new food-and-entertainment 
area called Hollyrock Cafe.

Hollyrock Cafe will feature 
approximately nine food ven-
dors, along with picnic tables 
and seating where visitors can 
enjoy lunch and relax. A small 
acoustic stage will provide music 
throughout the day, including a 
performance by Holliston’s own 
Ricardo Barazza and two other 
performers. The back field will 
also feature sponsored tents and 
antique cars, creating a more 
relaxed setting for visitors to eat, 
listen to music and explore.

The new layout builds on 
lessons learned from last year, 
when Celebrate Holliston moved 
to Damigella Field. 

“Last year was scary because 
it was all new,” said Celebrate 
Holliston President Gina Stuc-
chi. “I was a new president, and 
it was a new field, a new loca-
tion. The field layout was diffi-
cult. But now that we’ve done it, 
it’s way easier this year.”

Celebrate Holliston is a non-
profit organization that was 
founded in 1991 with the goal of  
bringing residents together and 
strengthening community spirit, 
during a time in which it was 
much needed. More than three 
decades later, that mission re-
mains central to the celebration.

“It has always been the point 

Children enjoy the inflatables at the 2025 Celebrate Holliston Field Day.   
Photo used courtesy of Celebrate Holliston

From left, Representative James Arena-DeRosa, COTY Recipients John 
Cronin and Jane Gilfoy, MA Senate President Karen Spilka, and Cel-
ebrate Holliston co-chairs Gina Stucchi and Jake LaFlamme pose for the 
2025 Citizen of the Year Awards.  Photo used courtesy of Celebrate Holliston

Celebrate Holliston 
at a glance
Saturday, Sept. 19
Rain date: Saturday, Sept. 26

9 a.m. – Parade
Starts at Holliston Mills and 

follows the route from Water 
Street to Woodland Street, 
ending at Damigella Field.

10 a.m.-3 p.m. – Field Day
Damigella Field

Hollyrock Cafe
Back field featuring ap-

proximately 8-10 food 
vendors, picnic seating, spon-
sored tents, antique cars and 
an acoustic music stage.

Children’s activities
Inflatables with all-day 

wristbands: $10 for ages 2-5; 
$15 for ages 6 and up. Addi-
tional activities will be offered 
by participating vendors and 
organizations.

Also featured:
Parade • Field Day • Chili 

Contest • Local businesses • 
Nonprofits • School clubs • 
Sports organizations • Live 
entertainment

Volunteers needed:
60-80 volunteers are sought 
to help with the event, includ-
ing ticket booth staffing and 
other event duties.

Stage Events
STAGE #1 – Damigella Field

10:15 a.m. - National Anthem (featuring HHS Band)
                    & Awards Presentation
11:30 a.m. - Robert Adams Middle School Band 
12:15 p.m. - Next Generation Martial Arts 
12:45 p.m. - BREAK
1 p.m. - Dancing Arts Center
1:30 p.m. - Diverse Holliston Choir
2 p.m. - Inspire Dance Academy
2:30 p.m. - Holliston High School Performing Arts

STAGE #2– Food Court/Back Field
10-11:30 a.m. - Ricardo Barraza
11:45-1:15 p.m. - Colin Fields 
1:30-3 p.m. - Eva Ricci
Schedule and participating organizations are subject to change.

of  it,” Stucchi said. “It’s become 
a staple in our town.”

The event also provides an 
important opportunity for local 
businesses, particularly Hollis-
ton’s growing number of  small 
businesses and microbakeries. 
Vendors can showcase their 
products and connect with 
residents, while established local 
businesses support the event 
through sponsorships.

Children will have plenty to 
do, including inflatables and 
activities at vendor booths. 
Wristbands providing unlimited 
access to the inflatables through-
out the day, will be available for 
$10 for children ages 2 to 5 and 
$15 for those over 5. Proceeds 
benefit Celebrate Holliston.

Longtime traditions will also 
return, including the ever-pop-
ular chili contest. Families can 
explore booths hosted by local 
school clubs, sports organiza-
tions, nonprofits and community 
groups while discovering new 
ways to get involved.

“There is so much of  an op-
portunity to find your people 
here because there are so many 
interest groups and ways to get 
involved. There is something for 
everybody,” says Stucchi. 

The Celebrate Holliston Pa-
rade and Field Day is powered 
by a significant volunteer effort, 
typically requiring 60 to 80 vol-
unteers to make the day happen. 
The organization currently has 
11 board members and is looking 
for additional people to join, as it 
hopes to expand its community 
impact in the years ahead. Cele-
brate Holliston previously offered 
grants and scholarships, and or-
ganizers are considering return-
ing to a grant program in 2027, 
with the possibility of  presenting 
grants at Field Day next year.

The event also comes as Cel-
ebrate Holliston prepares for 

a transition involving another 
beloved community tradition. 
Beginning in 2027, the organi-
zation will no longer manage 
the Holiday Stroll, and they are 
hoping community members 
will step forward to continue 
the tradition.

For now, the focus is on Sept. 
19 and another day of  celebrat-
ing Holliston.

A special part of  the weekend 
will be the announcement of  the 
Citizen of  the Year, which will 
be selected Sept. 1. The award 

will be presented on the 19th, 
following the parade, with an ac-
knowledgment and citation for 
the honoree. A reception for the 
Citizen of  the Year and previous 
recipients is scheduled for Sept. 
17 at Upper Town Hall.

After months of  preparation, 
Stucchi knows there will inevi-
tably be stress leading up to the 
celebration. But when the day 
arrives, she said, that stress tends 
to disappear.

“You walk around and just 
feel the joy,” she said.

And after 35 years, that may be 
the best description of  Celebrate 
Holliston: a day when the town 
pauses, comes together and cele-
brates the people and community 
that make Holliston home.
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CALENDARCALENDAR

FALL MENU 
NOW AVAILABLE

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16, Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16, Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249
43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

  

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

NOW OPEN! NOW OPEN! 
22 Washington Street, Canton22 Washington Street, Canton

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE
Don’t stand in line! 

ONLINE ORDERING  ONLINE ORDERING  
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com
NOW OFFERING NOW OFFERING 

DOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUBDOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUB

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 9-30-2026

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 9-30-2026H H

September 1

Holliston Farmers Market, 
3-7 p.m., 24 Water St., Hollis-
ton, music by Brady Wells, find 
schedule at https://thewsk.
org/farmers-market-schedule 
or find Holliston Farmers Mar-
ket on Facebook for updates.

State Primary Election, 7 
a.m. - 8 p.m., Holliston High 
School gymnasium, 370 Hollis 
St., Holliston.

September 7

Allegra Commonwealth 
Singers guest night, 7-9 
p.m., St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices 
in the treble range (SSAA) are 
welcome to attend.

September 8

Mystery Book Club, 11 a.m.- 
12:30 p.m., Holliston Public 
Library, 752 Washington St., 
Holliston, “All the Colors of  
the Dark,” by Chris Whitaker.

Ribbon-cutting for Old 
Towne Car Wash, 10 a.m., 
1650 Washington St., Holliston.

September 9

Author Scott Ferson dis-
cusses his book How the Dem-
ocrats Lost America, 6:30-7:45 
p.m., Holliston Public Library, 
752 Washington St., Holliston, 
please register, www.hollistonli-
brary.org .

September 11

Commemoration of 25th 
Anniversary of 9/11, 8:30 
a.m., Iraq/Afghanistan monu-
ment off Rail Trail near Front 
& Vine Streets, presented by 
American Legion Post 47 and 
VFW Post 8507.

September 12

Good-as-new Garage Sale, 
The Center, 150 Goulding St., 
Holliston.

September 13

Holliston Farms Day

Jimmy Fund fundraiser, 4-8 
p.m., Rushford & Sons Bre-
whouse, 747 Washington St., 
Holliston. Include live music, 
opportunity drawings and sup-
port of  team BBC23 Under-
dog.. Suggested $20 donation 
will support Jimmy Fund. 

American Legion Post 47 
9/11 Awards, 10 a.m., Hol-
liston Upper Town Hall, 703 
Washington St., Holliston, pre-
sented to Police, Fire and EMS 
for actions above and beyond 
call of  duty.

September 14

Morning Book Club, 11 a.m., 
Holliston Public Library, 752 
Washington St., Holliston, please 
register, www.hollistonlibrary.org, 
“The River We Remember,” 
by William Ken Kreuger.

Allegra Commonwealth 
Singers guest night, 7-9 
p.m., St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices 
in the treble range (SSAA) are 
welcome to attend.

September 15

Charles River Chorale open 
rehearsal for Fall 2026 sea-
son, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Church 
of  Christ, 142 Exchange St., 
Millis. Meet at the church or 
fill out Sign-Up Form (no ob-
ligation) at: https://forms.gle/
six5utARb6pCH45c9 .

September 15

Holliston Farmers Market, 
3-7 p.m., 24 Water St., Hol-
liston, Music by Jae Mannion, 
find schedule at https://
thewsk.org/farmers-market-
schedule or find Holliston 
Farmers Market on Facebook 
for updates.

Holliston Author Jana Mil-
bocker: Gardens of the Gilded 
Age, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Holliston 
Public Library, 752 Washing-
ton St., Holliston, please regis-
ter, www.hollistonlibrary.org .

September 18 

Main Street Live, 4 p.m., 
presented by Bellforge Arts 
Center, Walpole Town Com-
mon, free event includes live 
music, local vendors, food 
trucks, cocktails, and commu-
nity, register at www.bellforge.
org . 

September 19

Celebrate Holliston, parade 
9 a.m. from Holliston Mill Stu-
dios to Woodland to Damigella 
Field. Celebration 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. Damigella Field. Approxi-
mately 120 vendors, children’s 
activities & inflatables with 
wristband specials, Hollyrock 
Café, local organizations, rain 
date 9/26.

Rushford & Hollipride Open 
Mic Night, 6 p.m. sign up, 
6:30 performance, Rushford & 
Sons, 747 Washington St., Ste. 
A, Holliston, questions to Hol-
listonpride@gmail.com .

September 20

45th Annual Harvest Fair, 10 
a.m.- 4 p.m., Holliston Histori-
cal Society, 547 Washington 
St., Holliston, over 60 vendors, 
Kids Korner, Asa Whiting 
House open 11:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m., LMK Band 12-3 p.m., 
crafters, refreshments, bake 
table in barn, silent auction. 

September 21

History Book Club, 10:30-
11:30 a.m., Holliston Public 
Library, 752 Washington St., 
Holliston, please register, www.
hollistonlibrary.org,“The Dark-
ening Age,” by Catherine Nixey.

Allegra Commonwealth 
Singers guest night, 7-9 
p.m., St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices 
in the treble range (SSAA) are 
welcome to attend.

September 22

Tuesday Matinee, 12:30 
p.m., Holliston Public Library, 
752 Washington St., Holliston, 
“Hamnet,” A 2025 historical 
drama film based on the 2020 
novel by Maggie O’Farrell. 
Rated PG13. 

Holliston Farmers Market, 
3-7 p.m., 24 Water St., Hol-
liston, music by Ricardo Bar-
razza, Busy Bee Jumpers, find 
schedule at https://thewsk.
org/farmers-market-schedule 
or find Holliston Farmers Mar-
ket on Facebook for updates.

Charles River Chorale open 
rehearsal for Fall 2026 sea-
son, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Church 
of  Christ, 142 Exchange St., 
Millis. Meet at the church or 
fill out Sign-Up Form (no ob-
ligation) at: https://forms.gle/
six5utARb6pCH45c9 .

September 28

Allegra Commonwealth 
Singers guest night, 7-9 
p.m., St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices 
in the treble range (SSAA) are 
welcome to attend.

September 29

Holliston Farmers Market, 
3-7 p.m., 24 Water St., Hollis-
ton, music by G. Bellerose, find 
schedule at https://thewsk.
org/farmers-market-schedule 
or find Holliston Farmers Mar-
ket on Facebook for updates.

Charles River Chorale open 
rehearsal for Fall 2026 sea-
son, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Church 
of  Christ, 142 Exchange St., 
Millis. Meet at the church or 
fill out Sign-Up Form (no ob-
ligation) at: https://forms.gle/
six5utARb6pCH45c9 .

October 3

CultureFest, 10 a.m., Bell-
forge Arts Center, 45 Hospital 
Road, Medfield, annual com-
munity celebration of  music, 
food, dance, and cultural tradi-
tions from around the world — 
presented in partnership with 
Medfield Together. Register at 
www.bellforge.org .

CONTACT:  Susanne Odell Farber   
 508-954-8148  |  sue@sodellconsult.com

Looking to Advertise in Our 
REAL ESTATE CORNER? REAL ESTATE CORNER? 
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Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Behind St. Mary’s Credit Union, Rte. 9 West

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

 Back Open After the Flood!! Back Open After the Flood!!
Please call before heading to the store

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

••  Enhanced Arch Support
••   Stretch Topline for Perfect Fit   ••   Enhanced Arch Support

••  Hidden Heel Cushioning to Prevent Slipping While Walking
••   Fully Removable, Ultra-Cushioned Tiny Pillows Insoles

••   Sueded Microfiber Sock Linings
••   Rubber Outsole
••   Heel Height: ½” 

Great New Flats
for Wide Feet.

Five Colors

Ask the Assessor
By Kevin Rudden, Principal 
Assessor

Question:
I think my property’s valua-

tion is too high and I want to 
contest it, but someone told 
me I have to wait until January.  
Why?

Answer:
It is very important that prop-

erty owners understand that they 
can question their assessments 
at any time during the year.  We 
are always willing to come out, 
inspect your property, and see 
if  our data is incorrect.  That 
said, state law dictates when the 
Assessors’ Office can actually 
do something about an over-
assessment.

Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 59, Section 59 through 
Section 69 spell out the processes 
for requesting an abatement.  
These sections specifically state 
that property owners have from 
the time they receive their third 
quarter property tax bill – usu-
ally in late December or early 
January – until the first busi-
ness day in February to file an 
abatement application with the 
Assessors’ Office.  The Board of  
Assessors then has 90 days from 
the date we received your abate-
ment application to act on your 
request.

Once that first business day in 
February passes and you have 

not submitted an abatement ap-
plication, the Assessors’ Office 
has no legal way to change your 
assessment for that fiscal year.  
Nor can we go back months later 
to reduce it.

If  you question the amount of  
your assessment outside of  this 
admittedly tight time period, our 
office can inspect your property 
and see if  an adjustment  needs 
to be made.  We can then make 
it for the following fiscal year’s 
assessment.

So, the best advice we can 
offer is this: Each new calendar 
year, when you get your new 
property tax bills, look at them 
carefully.  The new valuation 
is in the boxes labelled “Land 
Value,” “Building Value” and 
“Total Value.”  Look online and 
compare it with the previous 
year’s bills.  If  you think you are 
over-assessed, call the Assessors’ 
Office to discuss it.

If  your property taxes are paid 
by an insurance or mortgage 
company and you are not sure 
of  the previous year’s assess-
ment, go to: https://townofhol-
listoncitizens.munisselfservice.
com/citizens/default.aspx

And look up what you were 
assessed and what you paid for 
the prior fiscal year.  (Remember, 
the fiscal year runs from July 1 to 
June 30. The current fiscal year 
2027 ends on June 30, 2027.)

New members welcome to
Charles River Chorale open
rehearsals in September

The Charles River Chorale 
will hold open rehearsals for 
its Fall 2026 season and is ac-
tively recruiting new members. 
Come experience the joy of  
choral singing with a non-
audition chorus. Our members 
come from throughout the 
MetroWest region and span all 
ages. 

Under the leadership of  our 
award-winning director, Ashley 
Nelson-Oneschuk, we would 

love to have you come see if  
this is for you. We meet every 
Tuesday starting September 15 
through early December from 
7:30-9:30 p.m. at the Church 
of  Christ, 142 Exchange St. 
in Millis. Our fall concert is in 
early December. The first three 
rehearsals (9/15, 9/22 and 
9/29) are open for new mem-
bers without obligation. 

You can either meet at the 
church for any of  our open 

rehearsals or fill out our Sign-
Up Form (no obligation) at: 
https://forms.gle/six5utARb-
6pCH45c9 . The attached 
QR code can also be used. We 
hope you can join us!

MA Press Shield Law to protect 
journalists’ sources

BOSTON, Mass – On July 
30, the Massachusetts Senate 
made history by passing a press 
shield law, filed by Senator 
Becca Rausch, on a unani-
mous 40-0 vote. This legisla-
tion prohibits government 
bodies from compelling jour-
nalists to reveal their sources, 
except in certain limited 
circumstances and only with 
clear and convincing evidence 

that the source disclosure is 
necessary and there is an over-
riding public interest in the 
disclosure.  Massachusetts was 
one of  just nine states in the 

nation without a press shield 
law on our books. 

To view the text, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/mapre-
ssshield. 

Federal disaster relief for MA 
Farmers, secured by McGovern, 
finally on way

WORCESTER, Mass. – 
Congressman Jim McGovern 
(D-MA) announced in August 
that over $42 million in federal 
disaster relief  he secured in De-
cember 2024, is finally heading to 
Massachusetts farmers.

The money comes from a $220 
million New England disaster 
block grant program written by 
McGovern and Congresswoman 
Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), enacted 
into law by President Biden in 
late 2024. Designed specifically 
to support small and mid-sized 
producers—particularly those 
in states like Massachusetts who 
are often shut out of  traditional 
U.S. Department of  Agriculture 
(USDA) programs—the program 

compensates farmers for crop 
losses and storm-related dam-
age to on-farm infrastructure 
sustained during severe weather 
events in 2023 and 2024.

McGovern and DeLauro, top 
Democrats on the Rules and 
Appropriations Committees, 
repeatedly pushed top USDA of-
ficials in letters, phone calls, and 
meetings to comply with the law 
and release the funds—ultimately 
forcing the Trump Administra-
tion to do so. Massachusetts 
recently executed its contract 
with USDA, and this week is an-
nouncing a process for impacted 
farmers to apply for funding to 
support their continued farming 
operations.

Massachusetts is home to 
nearly 7,100 farms—roughly 
2,000 of  which lie in Hampshire, 
Hampden, and Franklin Coun-
ties, areas devastated by 2023 
flooding of  the Connecticut 
River and battered by multiple 
severe weather events. Many 
small farms in the region are in-
eligible for crop insurance or find 
USDA aid programs too cum-
bersome to access, putting them 
at higher risk of  closure following 
natural disasters.

Information  on who is eligible 
and how to apply are on this MA 
state website: https://www.mass.
gov/how-to/natural-disaster-
recovery-ii-program-for-agricul-
ture-ndrii-2023-2024 .
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Reserve your space today by contacting Susanne Odell Farber at 
508-954-8148 or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com

COMING IN OCTOBER

localtownpages

Reach up to 166,000 local readers
focused on enhancing their indoor & outdoor living spaces

when you advertise in our
Fall Home Improvement Guide!

RESERVATION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 11, 2026

ZONE 1: REACH 62,000
Auburn*, Charlton*, Douglas, Dudley*, 

Grafton, Holden, Millbury, Northbridge, 
Oxford*, Paxton, Rutland, Sutton, 

Uxbridge and Webster*

ZONE 2: REACH 104,764
Ashland, Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, 

Hopedale, Medway, Mendon, Milford, 
Millis, Natick, Norfolk, Norwood, 

Upton and  Wrentham

Beginning with the September editions, the five Yankee North and South communities in Zone 1 (denoted by *)
transitioned to convenient, high-visability pickup locations throughout each town.

PROPANE TANKS FILLEDPROPANE TANKS FILLED
MONDAY - SATURDAYMONDAY - SATURDAY

Tires & Alignment  •  Suspension & Steering
Exhaust & Brake  •  Air Conditioning

Factory Scheduled Maintenance
Mass. State Inspection Station

AUTO 
SERVICE

Village

Foreign & Domestic

508-429-2535
Neil Lazzaro - ASE Technician

1292 Washington St., Holliston
villageautosvc.com

Immigrant Rights’ Coalition
celebrates enactment of PROTECT ACT 

BOSTON, Mass. — On 
August 5, 2026, Gov. Maura 
Healey signed the PROTECT 
Act, which seeks to curtail the 
federal government’s brutal 
immigration enforcement 
activities, protect due process, 
and limit local agencies’ coop-
eration with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE).

The Protecting Massachu-
setts Communities Coalition 
has been advocating for this 
bill for more than a year and 
celebrates its passage as an 
important step in supporting 
and improving public safety for 
all residents of  the Common-
wealth, regardless of  immigra-
tion status. 

The Protecting Massachu-
setts Communities Coalition 
offers its deepest thanks to 
House and Senate leadership 
for their support of  the bill, 
and to the six-member confer-
ence committee for carefully 

reconciling the two versions. 
The coalition also extends 
special thanks to the Black and 
Latino Legislative Caucus for 
their work on the bill, and to 
Governor Maura Healey for 
her support and signing this 
bill into law.

According to the Massachu-
setts Municipal Association:

“The final accord adopts 
the broader scope of  protected 
areas offered in the Senate’s 
version of  the bill, restricting 
warrantless arrests by immigra-
tion enforcement officers in 
courthouses, schools, childcare 
centers and healthcare centers. 
Each of  these groups will need 
to create guidance and model 
policies on interactions related 
to law enforcement agents, 
with each school district ensur-
ing it has a written emergency 
response plan related to these 
interactions by Sept. 1, 2026, 
or the first day of  school, 

whichever is earlier.
The law also codifies the Su-

preme Judicial Court’s “Lunn” 
decision by reinforcing the idea 
that local officers cannot arrest 
or detain a person based on 
an Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detainer alone. It 
also prohibits any new 287(g) 
agreements for civil immigra-
tion enforcement. The state’s 
only current 287(g) agreement 
between the Department of  
Correction and ICE is allowed 
to remain intact.

The final compromise also 
prevents officers from inquiring 
about immigration status dur-
ing routine policing and cre-
ates new civil liability for ICE 
agents by allowing victims of  
unjustified actions to sue them 
in state court.”

To view the text of  the act, 
visit https://malegislature.
gov/Laws/SessionLaws/
Acts/2026/Chapter163. 

Save the Date!

Tri-County Regional 
Chamber auction & 
comedy fundraiser 
October 24

Tri-County Regional Cham-
ber has added a comedy ele-
ment to its annual auction, this 
year to take place at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 24, at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Milford. 
Comedians Steve Bjork, Mike 

Koutrobis, and Gianni Saltal-
amacchia will perform, in ad-
dition to the exciting auction 
in support of  the chamber. For 
more information, visit https://
www.tricountychamberma.org/
auction. 

25th Annual Walk of 
Hope to benefit ALS 
– Sept. 12

WAKEFIELD, Mass. –The 
25th annual Walk of  Hope for 
ALS, a 3.5-mile walk around 
Lake Quannapowitt in Wake-
field to benefit The Angel Fund 
for ALS Research, will take 
place Saturday, September 12. 
Registration begins at 9 a.m. 
followed by the start of  the walk 
at 11 a.m. The release of  doves 
in honor of  those living with 
ALS and those who have lost 
their courageous to the disease 
will be held prior to the walk. 

The Angel Fund for ALS 
Research is a nonprofit char-

ity dedicated to supporting the 
ALS research. ALS, more com-
monly known as Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, is a progressive, always 
fatal neuromuscular disease 
which leads to muscle weakness 
and as it progresses, results in 
total paralysis and the inability 
to speak and swallow while the 
mind and senses remain intact. 

To register as a walker or 
to register a team, or to learn 
about sponsorship opportuni-
ties, log-on to The Angel Fund 
website at www.theangelfund.
org or call 781-245-7070. 
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SPORTS

Shaws Plaza
309 Pond St.  •  Ashland, MA

508-881-4900
Anytimefitnessashland@gmail.com

Back to School Back to School •• Back to Fitness! Back to Fitness!
JOIN TODAY!JOIN TODAY!

PERSONAL & GROUP TRAINING  •  HYDRO MASSAGE BED

OPEN
24

HOURS

Holden to take her game to the next level
By Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

Holliston’s Hanna Holden 
tried playing basketball and 
taking part in gymnastics, but 
neither sport was to her liking. 
Thankfully, Holden’s older sis-
ter, Anya, was playing soccer, 
and the younger athlete wanted 
to be like her sister, so she de-
cided to give the sport a shot 
finding it was truly something 
that she enjoyed playing. At six 
years old, Holden would join 
the FC Stars, a local club team 
that she would play on for some 
time before advancing to New 
England Futbol Club (NEFC).

The Holliston native never 
imagined soccer would bring 
her to committing to a college 
to play. Holden will be taking 
her skills to Bryan University in 
Smithfield, RI next fall.

“I was originally on the fence 
about college soccer. I was not 
sure that I’d be able to com-
pete on that level,” she said. 
“Eventually, I started looking at 
a bunch of  schools, mostly in 
the New York area, but decided 
that I wanted my family to be 
able to enjoy it as much as me 
while showing their support.”

Holden took her time before 
she committed Bryant, about 
45 minutes away from her 
home in Holliston, in January 
of  this year.

“I had attended a camp 
there last summer while I kept 
all other options still opened,” 
Holden said. “During my visit 
with the school, things just 
clicked; the girls on the team 
made me feel like I was part 
of  the team right away. The 
atmosphere was home-like, and 
the coaching staff made things 
personalized.”

Although she had played 
soccer for a long time, when it 
was time to try out for the high 
school team as a freshman, 
Holden was unsure of  if  she 
would make the varsity squad. 

“I had played with some 
of  the girls on the team as an 
eighth grader and was hoping 
that I could make it, but I was 
not fully sure,” she said. “If  I 
did, it would be awesome, as 
my sister was on the team and 
I had heard all the stories of  
high school soccer and really 

wanted to be a part of  that en-
vironment, getting to play for 
your town as well as with your 
friends.”

While Hanna and Anya had 
both played club soccer, they 
never got the opportunity to 
play with one another due to 
their ages, so when she made 
the varsity high school team, 
Hanna was over the moon.

“My first game playing with 
Anya, I was very excited but 
also very nervous,” she said. “As 
an incoming freshman, I looked 
up to her and wanted to be like 
her without disappointing her. 
Over the next two years, she 
guided me, and there no expe-
rience like playing with your 
sister.”

During her sophomore sea-
son, Holliston put together a 
12-3-3 season to earn the five 
seed in the Division 2 State 
Tournament. The Panthers 
would defeat both Billerica and 
Westwood to make it to the 
Round of  8, where Mansfield 
would send them home. 

“That game against Mans-
field was on a cold November 
day, and we gave them a good 
fight only to lose 3-1,” Holden 
said. “It would become my final 
game with my sister, so it was 
definitely disappointing to have 
the season come to an end. 
There were some tears shed 
after that game for sure with 
her leaving.”

Last fall, with her older sister 
gone, Holden stepped up as 
a team captain. With her ap-
pointment, the junior not only 
found her voice on the field, 
but she applied the leadership 
skills that her sister had taught 
her. While the team did not 
have the best of  years (8-9-1), 
they did get to the tournament, 
where they would be successful 
in the preliminary game but 
fell to Hingham in the second 
round. Despite the rather quick 
exit from the tournament, 
Holden found that she learned 
a lot about herself  and her 
game that year.

“Hanna will be a four-year 
starter for us and can play 
pretty much anywhere on the 
field that we ask of  her, but she 
is primarily suited for center-
mid,” Norwood Coach Brielle 

Chadsey said. “Center-mid is 
probably the most underrated 
position on the field; you do 
a lot of  the dirty work, and it 
doesn’t show up on the score 
sheet. She is the heart to our 
team and dictates the tempo.”

Chadsey went on to say that 
Holden was the team’s leader 
in assists last year. One of  her 
specialties is her corner kicks, 
where she is able to continu-
ously get the ball right where it 
needs to be.

As she gets ready to enter 
her final season with Holliston, 
Holden is hoping to increase 
her goal scoring skills. Over 
the past three seasons, her top 
season was four goals, and she 
would like at least five this year, 
if  not more.

“I had always played defense 
with my club teams, and when 
I came to high school, I was 
moved to the midfield. I am a 
selfless player and would rather 
pass the ball and let my team-
mates score, it gives me plea-
sure in doing so, but this year, I 
want to score more goals than 
I ever have,” the senior said. 
“Playing in the midfield ,my 
mindset is still focused on de-
fense, but this year, I just have 
to trust my teammates on the 

back line and try to work more 
on my offense.”

Coach Chadsey has seen 
Holden grow as a leader over 
the four years, while using her 
soccer knowledge for the ben-
efit of  the team. 

“She is a very talented girl 
and doesn’t have to do every-
thing out there, although we do 

ask a lot of  her,” the Holliston 
Coach said. 

Holden is going to try and 
go out and have as much fun 
as she possibly can with her 
final season with her Panther 
teammates. She believes that 
they have a talented lineup 
that could do something spe-
cial this fall.

HHS senior Hanna Holden will play soccer 
for Holliston for a fifth year before she 
plays at Bryan next fall.  Photo used courtesy 
of Hanna Holden

Hanna was thrilled to play with her sister, Anya, at the high 
school level.  Photo used courtesy of Hanna Holden
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Recent Holliston Home Sales

508.353.1092  •  LisaZais.com
Lisa.Zais@verizon.net

Lisa Zais
  Executive REALTOR®

I help families (and pets) find their perfect home!
Contact Me

Today

Date Holliston Amount
08/14/26 45 Johnson Dr. $1,290,000

08/14/26 129 Marked Tree Rd. $730,000

08/13/26 79 Union St. $735,000

08/07/26 73 Water St. $680,000

08/07/26 39 Summit Pointe Dr. $1,720,000

08/05/26 54 Shaw Farm Rd. $560,000

07/30/26 15 Saddle Ridge Rd. $1,400,000

07/29/26 147 Turner Rd., Unit 73 $215,000

07/27/26 157 Rolling Meadow Dr. $930,000

07/27/26 140 Goulding St. $1,070,000

07/27/26 135 Locust St. $675,000

07/24/26 55 Concord St. $1,020,000

07/24/26 3 Danforth Dr. $1,630,000

07/23/26 48 N. Mill St. $1,100,000

07/22/26 6 Trailside Ct., #6 $860,000

07/21/26 125 Hemlock Dr. $720,000

07/20/26 57 Wingate Rd. $725,000

07/17/26 215 Rolling Meadow Dr. $1,040,0000

Source: zillow.com   Compiled: Local Town Pages

REAL ESTATE CORNER

SOLD
CONTACT SUSANNE ODELL FARBER
508-954-8148   •  sue@sodellconsult.com

Looking to Advertise in Our
REAL ESTATE CORNER? REAL ESTATE CORNER? 

Sheriff Koutoujian applauds MA Senate 
move to ban cryptocurrency kiosks

 BILLERICA, Mass. – Mid-
dlesex Sheriff Peter J. Koutou-
jian applauded members of  
the Massachusetts State Senate 
for their move to ban crypto-
currency kiosks. Sheriff Kou-
toujian testified in support of  
legislation restricting crypto-
currency kiosks in October of  
last year and garnered the sup-
port of  all 14 Massachusetts 
Sheriffs to ban the machines 
statewide.

“I am proud to have col-
laborated closely over the last 
several months with AARP 
Massachusetts, my fellow sher-
iffs and public safety partners, 
and legislators like Senator 

John Cronin to push this ban 
forward because we need to 
protect residents now and 
into the future,” said Sheriff 
Koutoujian. “For far too long, 
criminals have taken advan-
tage of  the unregulated world 
of  cryptocurrency ATMs – or 
kiosks – to scam people out of  
their hard-earned savings. We 
applaud the Massachusetts Sen-
ate for supporting a statewide 
ban on these kiosks to provide 
much-needed protection to our 
friends, neighbors and loved 
ones. We will keep working to 
see this matter of  public policy 
and public safety become law.”

The language banning the ki-

osks was included as an amend-
ment on the Senate’s version of  
the new economic development 
bill (S3178). The bill is next ex-
pected to head to a conference 
committee to be finalized.

The move to ban the kiosks 
comes as Massachusetts public 
safety agencies have repeat-
edly issued public warnings 
about the ability of  scammers 
to utilize the machines to de-
fraud unsuspecting residents.  
The Middlesex Sheriff’s Of-
fice has included warnings in 
news releases, public service 
announcements and through 
community-based presentations 
over the last two years.

Holliston Public Library September 
Adult Programs 
752 Washington Street
508-429-0617
www.hollistonlibrary.org

Mystery Book Club
Tues., September 8, 11 a.m.- 

12:30 p.m., “All the Colors of  
the Dark” by Chris Whitaker.

Author Scott Ferson: “How 
the Democrats Lost America: 
Making Sense of the 2024 
Election and the Future of 
American Politics”

Wed., September 9, 6:30-7:45 
p.m., Please register.

Morning Book Club
Mon., September 14, 11 a.m. 

– 12:30 p.m., Please Register for 
Zoom or in person, “The River 
We Remember,” by William 
Kent Kreuger.

Holliston Author Jana 
Milbocker: “Gardens of the 
Gilded Age”

Tues. September 15, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., Please register.

History Book Club
Mon., September 21, 10:30-

11:30 a.m., Please register, “The 
Darkening Age,” by Catherine 
Nixey.

Tuesday Matinee
Tues., September 22, 12:30-2 

p.m., “Hamnet,” A 2025 his-
torical drama film based on the 
2020 novel by Maggie O’Farrell. 
Rated PG13. Running time: 2 
hours, 5 minutes.

Programs are largely sup-
ported by the Friends of  the 
Holliston Library. We are 
grateful for your donations to 
help support these programs. 
To donate or become a mem-
ber, please visit the Holliston 
Library website: www.holliston-
library.org . 
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404 WASHINGTON STREET, HOLLISTON, MA 01746 | 404 WASHINGTON STREET, HOLLISTON, MA 01746 | 508-429-6767508-429-6767

Melissa KaspernMelissa Kaspern
508-333-4670 508-333-4670 

melissaKaspern@gmail.commelissaKaspern@gmail.com

Lynn RossiniLynn Rossini
508-259-2100508-259-2100

lynnrossini18@gmail.comlynnrossini18@gmail.com

Lydia RajunasLydia Rajunas
617-901-1275617-901-1275

thedeeve@remaxexec.comthedeeve@remaxexec.com

TEAM RICE - Carl, Kristen, Ellie, Adam TEAM RICE - Carl, Kristen, Ellie, Adam 
508-330-0281 508-330-0281 

teamrice@remaxexec.comteamrice@remaxexec.com

Katie McBrideKatie McBride
508-277-9600508-277-9600

katemcbride@remaxexec.comkatemcbride@remaxexec.com

Call us for your complimentary Call us for your complimentary 
market analysis.  market analysis.  

320 Lincoln Cir., 320 Lincoln Cir., 
NorthbridgeNorthbridge

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS

3 Stable Way, 3 Stable Way, 
MedwayMedway

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

170 Highland St. (#322), 170 Highland St. (#322), 
TauntonTaunton

MELISSA KASPERNMELISSA KASPERN

Lot 2 Hanlon Road, Lot 2 Hanlon Road, 
Holliston $400,000Holliston $400,000

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

FOR SALE SOLD

COMING SOON COMING SOON 
to Suttonto Sutton

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI

UAGSOLD

16 Kingsbury Dr., Holliston16 Kingsbury Dr., Holliston
$1,875,000$1,875,000

MELISSA KASPERNMELISSA KASPERN

73 Lovering St., 73 Lovering St., 
MedwayMedway

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI

4 Sterling Cir., 4 Sterling Cir., 
MedwayMedway

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

UAG

10 Burnett Rd., Southborough 10 Burnett Rd., Southborough 
$1,350,000$1,350,000

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS

FOR SALE FOR SALECOMING SOON

Buyer SideBuyer Side

16 Stable Way, 16 Stable Way, 
MedwayMedway

TEAM RICETEAM RICE

11 Summerfield Dr., 11 Summerfield Dr., 
GraftonGrafton

LYDIA RAJUNASLYDIA RAJUNAS

18 Boundary Stone Rd., 18 Boundary Stone Rd., 
SuttonSutton

LYNN ROSSINILYNN ROSSINI

204 Sandtrap Ct., 204 Sandtrap Ct., 
Northbridge, $625,000Northbridge, $625,000

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

FOR SALE SOLD

179 Chestnut St., 179 Chestnut St., 
Marlborough, $930,000Marlborough, $930,000

KATIE MCBRIDEKATIE MCBRIDE

SOLDSOLD FOR SALEBuyer SideBuyer Side

Don’t Miss the Bus!Don’t Miss the Bus!
it’s a great tiMe to Buy!it’s a great tiMe to Buy!
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The Skin of Our Teeth 
October 14–18

Fall Dance Concert 
October 30–31

Urinetown 
November 11–15

New Dancer Showcase  
December 4–5

New Thespian Showcase  
December 5–6

Faculty Dance Works 
December 11–12

On Stage This Fall at Dean:

Get Your Tickets at dean.edu/boxoffice

Ticket packages available August 24. 
Single tickets on sale September 7.
Student & senior discounts available.

A new generation of
TALENT.
A season full of
HEART.

Temple Beth Torah Center for Jewish
living and learning upcoming events

Rosh Hashanah Family Ser-
vice and Kids’ Program, Satur-
day, September 12

Family Service, 9:30-10:30 
a.m., Children’s Activities, 10:30 
a.m.-12 p.m.

This will include separate 
family services for families with 
young children and families 
with older children, as well as 
games, activities, and snacks for 
the kids. Usually, you have to 
be a member to attend on Rosh 
Hashanah, but family programs 
will be open to anyone who is 
interested. 

Rosh Hashanah by the Lake: 
A New Year Gathering for All 
Ages, Sunday, September 13

4-5:30 p.m., Stoddard Park
This event will include:

•  Rosh Hashanah Games and 
Fun for Kids

•  Rosh Hashanah Treats
•  Shofar Blowing

Followed by Tashlich (a ritual 
to reflect, release, and start the 
new year fresh) at 5 p.m.

Yom Kippur  Family Service 
and Kids’ Program, Monday, 
September 21

Family Service, 9:30-10:30 
a.m., Children’s Activities, 
10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

This will include separate 
family services for families 
with young children and 
families with older children, 
as well as games, activities, 
and snacks for the kids. Usu-
ally, you have to be a member 
to attend on Yom Kippur, but 
family programs will be open 
to anyone who is interested. 

Simchat Torah Celebration 
and Bagel Brunch for All 
Ages, Sunday, October 4

9:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
This will include an in-

teractive celebration of  the 
Simchat Torah holiday, with 
singing, dancing, discussion, 
and edible Torah making, fol-
lowed by a bagel brunch. 

We ask that if  people would 

like to attend an event they 
RSVP by emailing rabbi@
bethtorah.org, so we know 
how many people to expect. 
However, if  they forget to 
RSVP or decide to come at 
the last minute, they are still 
welcome! They can also email 
Rabbi Mimi at rabbi@beth-
torah.org or Jane Kohuth, 
School Principal at jane.ko-
huth@bethtorah.org with any 
questions. 

In addition, the Temple 
Beth Torah Morris Nirenberg 
Religious School begins on 
Sunday, September 27. Open-
ing day will include a special 
lulav making program for 
the Sukkot holiday, outdoors 
in our sukkah. Families must 
register and pay for religious 
school. Our monthly Torah 
Tots program for toddlers 
and preschoolers will begin 
on Sunday, October 4. Fami-
lies must sign up and pay for 
Torah Tots classes. 

Holliston to commemorate
25th anniversary of 9/11

Holliston American Legion 
Post 47 and VFW Post 8507 
will observe the 25th anni-
versary of  the 9/11 attacks at 
the Iraq/Afghanistan monu-
ment off the Holliston Rail 
Trail at Blair Square near 
the intersection of  Front and 
Vine Streets. 

The program will start 
at 0830 hours on 9/11 and 
will consist of  the follow-
ing, greeting, prayer, speaker 

LTC. Barbara Ryan U.S. 
Army (ret), extended moment 
of  silence, rifle salute, TAPS 
and the singing by everyone 
of  “God Bless America.”

On September 13, Ameri-
can Legion Post 47 will pres-
ent its Annual 9/11 Awards 
for Police, Fire and EMS 
above and beyond at Hollis-
ton’s Upper Town Hall, 703 
Washington Street, Holliston, 
at 10 a.m. 

HDAAC & HYFS plan 
parent meetup Sept. 23

Join the Holliston Drug & 
Alcohol Awareness Coali-
tion (HDAAC) and Holliston 
Youth & Family Services 
(HYFS) for a parent meet up 
on Wed. September 23, from 
11 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the Bird 

and Bear Collective. This 
month we will be diving into 
how to best support your 
child(ren) with the start of  
school while decorating fall 
candles! Sign up now: forms.
gle/biHmjLimgZjMs6cF8 .


