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One Call Sends a 
Roofer Not a Salesman

•   Free Estimates
•   Licensed & Insured
• Roofing
• Gutters
• Siding
• Windows

w w w. r ob e r t r oo f i ng and gu t te rs .com

Serving the South Shore and 
Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene - 857-247-8709

@RobertRoofing
AndGuttersInc

NO  
GIMMICKS 

JUST HONEST 
PRICING!

• Residential
• Rubber
• Flat Roofs

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Hardscapes • Patios • Walkways • Stone Walls • Landscape Maintenance & Design
Plantings • Backhoe/Excavator/Bobcat Service • Outdoor Kitchens & Showers • Firepits

Let us point you in the right direction Let us point you in the right direction 
for your next hardscape/landscape projectfor your next hardscape/landscape project

Let us point you in the right direction 
for your next hardscape/landscape project

508-528-7114
www.authenticlandscapes-ma.comInsured Licensed

Serving our communities
 for 30 years!

LLC.

Lorraine KuneyLorraine Kuney
508-380-9938508-380-9938
Lorrainekuney@gmail.comLorrainekuney@gmail.com

With a New With a New SeasonSeason Comes a  Comes a 
New New ReasonReason for a Move! for a Move!
Let Lorraine Kuney guide you with Let Lorraine Kuney guide you with 

selling or buying your home!selling or buying your home!

St. Vincent de Paul Friends of 
the Poor Walk Sat., Sept. 26
Need among Franklin community has increased 150% since 
last year

By Judith Dorato O’Gara

Once again this year, the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
members of  St. Mary Parish 
will walk to bring awareness 
to the Franklin Community of  
the struggles some neighbors 
experience. The Friends of  the 
Poor Walk will loop around 
Franklin Town Common from 
9-11 a.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 26th, rain or shine. 

For 36 years, SVdP has 
been there to help people in 
need in Franklin regardless of  
race, religious beliefs or ethnic 
background. Last year, SVdP 
helped Franklin families 287 
times for over $95,000.

That need, in the past year, 
has “grown significantly,” ac-
cording to Chris Morris, who is 
in his third year as President of  
St. Mary’s Society of  St. Vin-
cent de Paul, one of  the larg-
est in the district with about 
30 volunteers. He expounds, 
“There are more people expe-
riencing issues in three areas: 
assistance with rent or hous-

ing, assistance with utilities, 
whether that be heating in the 
winter or electricity in the sum-
mer, and car-related – we don’t 
have a great public transpor-
tation system in Franklin like 
they do in the city. It’s hard for 

them to pay their excise taxes 
living paycheck to paycheck.” 
Similarly, just one auto repair, 
he explains, can set folks back, 
adding, “With the increase in 
rent and increase in electricity 
and gas and higher cost of  re-
pairs to cars, we just see more 
people struggling to make ends 
meet.”

St. Mary’s SvDP recently 
analyzed what they spent this 
year versus last.

“Last year, at this point, we 
had provided assistance to 
neighbors of  about $43,000 - 
$44,000,” says Morris, “This 

SVDP WALK
continued on page 19 

The annual SVdP Friends of the Poor Walk, which takes place around 
Franklin Town Common the morning of Sept. 26, is the only fundraiser 
for St. Mary’s Society of St. Vincent de Paul, which offers help to any-
one in Franklin who needs help, regardless of background. Photos used 
courtesy of SVdP.

Hungry folks on the rise 
at Franklin Food Pantry
FFP training to become a 
SNAP Outreach Partner 
to assist its clients

By Judith Dorato O’Gara

Nationwide, fewer people are 
receiving SNAP benefits. One 
recent NPR report cites prelim-
inary Agriculture Department 
data that an average of  42 mil-
lion people received SNAP last 
year, but as of  April, that num-
ber has dropped to 37 million. 
Massachusetts’ Department 
of  Transitional Assistance also 
confirms fewer people are re-
ceiving benefits. According to 
their Monthly Zip Code Re-
ports, 2,045 clients in Franklin 

received assistance in June 
of  2025, compared to 1,650 
in June of  2026. Bellingham 
figures also show a drop in 
that time period, from 1,800 
to 1,446 clients. DTA “Perfor-
mance Scorecard” figures show 
that statewide, Mass. residents 
receiving monthly SNAP ben-
efits dropped from 659,661 in 
June 2025 to 561,585 in June 

FOOD PANTRY
continued on page 4 
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781-444-7577
www.ConnellRoofing.com

Experience the Best in Roofing:
70+ Years of Quality Service

OUR SERVICES
  Roofing 
  Siding 
  Gutters 
  Windows 
  Doors 
  Skylights

OUR NEW SERVICE DIVISION
 Service Calls

  Gutter Cleaning 
  Small Leaks 
  Ventilation Questions 
  Flashing Repairs

“Quality and Professionalism Every Shingle Time”

LICENSED | INSURED | CERTIFIED

Daniel James Cardinal
Attorney at Law

1 FISHER STREET, FRANKLIN, MA 02038
617-277-3477  |  cardinal@franklinlawgroupma.com  |  franklinlawgroupma.com

With over 30 years experience, Attorney Daniel J. Cardinal will 
create an estate plan to fit your specific family needs to protect 
your children, your home and all of your assets.  As a seasoned 
personal injury and wrongful death attorney, Attorney Cardinal 
can also protect you and your family if a tragedy should affect 
you or any of your loved ones.

Call today and let us protect your family now and in the future.

Planning and preparing your Estate today Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.which brings peace of mind to everyone.

Planning and preparing your Estate today 
is a gift to yourself and a gift to your family 

which brings peace of mind to everyone.

One year, countless second chances for animals
By Jennifer Russo

In 2024, a group of  people 
with experience in veterinary 
medicine and animal welfare 
had an idea rooted in some-
thing deceptively simple: They 
loved animals, they knew how 
to help them, and they had seen 
firsthand how the rising cost of  
veterinary care could force fami-
lies into heartbreaking decisions. 
Their response was to create a 
different approach to providing 
surgical care: a high-volume, 
high-quality model designed to 
make certain procedures avail-
able at a lower cost.

The motivation was not com-
plicated. They simply wanted to 
help.

That idea became Love Is Life 
Veterinary Clinic, a registered, 
nonprofit outpatient surgical 
center in Franklin. After taking 
a year to thoughtfully plan their 
approach and find a location 
to house the clinic, Love Is Life 
is now celebrating its first an-
niversary.

The clinic recently marked 
the milestone with a community 
celebration at Wag-A-Brew Dog 
Park in Millis, complete with live 
music, food trucks, merchandise 
sales, and, naturally, plenty of  
pets. It was a fitting setting for 
an organization whose mission 
is solely focused on keeping 
animals healthy, happy, and at 
home for as long as possible.

The founders, April Paul, 
Emily Paker-Morse, Dee Jansen, 
and Katie Young, have decades 

of  experience in the fields of  
veterinary medicine, veteri-
nary science, clinical medicine, 
animal and public policy, and 
client relations. They have all 
seen how financial hardship can 
contribute to animals being sur-
rendered to shelters or, in some 
One-Year cases, euthanized 
even when they could otherwise 
live longer, healthier lives. The 
organization estimates that 
economic circumstances play 
a role in about 75% of  animal 
euthanasia cases. Together with 
their other talented staff mem-
bers, Kelsey Attaya and Paula 
Dryden, their aim is to lower 
that percentage as much as they 
possibly can.

At Love Is Life, there is no 
judgment attached to asking for 
help. There is no economic or 
means testing for the clinic’s ser-
vices. If  someone loves their pet 
and needs access to affordable 
surgical care, the team wants to 
help.

The clinic specializes in surgi-
cal procedures and also accepts 
referrals when a pet has been 
diagnosed with a condition re-
quiring surgery and the cost of  
that procedure may be difficult 
for the family to manage.

That collaborative approach 
is important to the Love Is Life 
team. The clinic has access to 
the specialized equipment and 
surgical expertise necessary 
for its work, while recogniz-
ing that pet owners may need 
other forms of  veterinary care, 
including diagnostic testing and 

imaging, elsewhere. The goal is 
to be part of  a larger network of  
people working to keep animals 
healthy.

Education is another part of  
the mission. The Love Is Life 
team works with veterinary 
students and practicing veteri-
narians to teach high-volume 
spay and neuter techniques. By 
sharing ways to perform qual-
ity procedures efficiently, the 
organization hopes to help more 
veterinary professionals provide 
accessible care and help more 
animals.

The clinic’s high-volume ap-
proach also extends beyond 
individual pets. Spay and neuter 
procedures can play an impor-
tant role in controlling animal 
populations and reducing the 
number of  animals entering 
shelters. Love Is Life works with 
shelters, rescues, and animal 
control organizations, includ-
ing efforts involving community 
cats and trap-neuter-return pro-
grams.

Love Is Life is also a partici-
pating provider with the Mas-
sachusetts Animal Fund’s Spay/
Neuter Voucher Program, which 
assists eligible Massachusetts res-
idents by providing vouchers for 
the procedures, with scheduled 
voucher days.

For Love Is Life, though, the 
mission extends well beyond one 
program.

Its low-cost model is sup-
ported in part through dona-
tions, allowing the nonprofit to 
keep surgical care accessible, 

and the hope is to keep growing.
More capacity means more 

surgeries. More surgeries mean 
more pets who can receive the 
care they need. More education 
means more veterinary profes-
sionals who can potentially 
bring efficient, high-quality care 
to their own communities.

That is a pretty meaningful 
way to spend a first year.

Love Is Life may have cel-

ebrated its anniversary in style, 
but the real celebration is hap-
pening every time a pet gets to 
go home with the family that 
loves it.

One year down. Hopefully, 
many thousands of  second 
chances to go.

Learn more about Love is Life 
and their mission at www.lilvc.org, 
or by emailing info@lilvc.org.

The nonprofit Love Is Life Veterinary Clinic aims to make caring for 
pets accessible regardless of income. It recently celebrated its one-
year anniversary.

http://www.lilvc.org
mailto:info@lilvc.org
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of  2026.
Does that mean fewer people 

are hungry? Not if  you talk to 
the folks at the Franklin Food 
Pantry. They are seeing a record 
rise in hungry neighbors coming 
through their doors.

“Based on our most recent 
numbers for fiscal year July 
1, 2025, to June 30, 2026the 
number of  people we served 
increased by 28%. Children 
served increased up by 35%, 
from,” says Tina Powderly, 
Executive Director of  Franklin 
Food Pantry. That translates 
from 502 children to 678 from 
one fiscal year to the next, she 
explains.

“We believe the SNAP 
data from the Department of  
Transitional Assistance (DTA) 
doesn’t tell the full picture,” 
says Powderly, “We would cau-
tion people to interpret that in 
context of  what is happening 
on the ground. What we’re see-
ing is that there is the highest 
need, historically, in a really long 
time.”

The number of  households 

coming through Franklin Food 
Pantry doors  went from 898 in 
FY25 to 1123 in FY26.

“The reality of  what people 
are facing in terms of  food inse-
curity is entirely different from 
what you would see on num-
bers on a piece of  paper,” says 
Powderly, “People aren’t leav-
ing SNAP because they’re ok; 
people are still hungry. Our day-
to-day experience shows that 
the people who aren’t accessing 
SNAP still need food, and that’s 
why we’re here.”

Many of  the Franklin Food 
Pantry’s clientele complain they 
are unable to reach DTA to 
maintain their eligibility.

“All of  our clients who are try-
ing to work with DTA have been 
challenged to submit paperwork 
or recertify,” notes Powderly, 
“There are many who can’t get 
through to get the paperwork 
in. The bureaucracy is harder to 
navigate, and there are people 
who have to certify who never 

had to before, like veterans who 
now have to jump through ad-
ditional hoops to verify.”

According to the NPR report, 
“under the One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act, more adults need to 
prove they work or volunteer 
for at least 80 hours a month 
to access food benefits. These 
work requirements now apply 
to veterans, homeless individu-
als, young adults aging out of  
foster care, parents with a child 
between 14 and 17, and people 
between 55 and 64.”

With an increased amount 
of  paperwork needed and dif-
ficulty getting through to DTA, 
the Franklin Food Pantry has 
applied and been accepted to 
be a SNAP Outreach Partner 
to help their clients navigate the 
red tape. This joint program 
of  the DTA and the University 
of  Massachusetts Chan Medi-
cal School offers participating 
organizations federal funds for 
SNAP outreach access, training, 
and technical assistance. SNAP 
Outreach Partners will be able 
to help folks complete SNAP ap-
plications, gather verifications, 
undergo approval processes, 
complete SNAP Interim reports, 
complete recertification and 
help with case assistance. Frank-
lin Food Pantry Client Services 
Manager, Laura Du, will un-
dergo the training this month to 
be ready to assist clients starting 
in October.

Powderly explains, “It’s a 
very big deal to become a 
SNAP Outreach Partner. There 
are only five others in Norfolk 
County.”

Seeing literal pounds of  food 
out the door increase from 
626,000 to 816,600, the Frank-
lin Food Pantry has also been 
working on streamlining its 
website and Amazon Wishlist 
and is looking to hire new staff 
in the warehouse to handle the 

physical demand.
“Because of  this increase in 

demand, and because we’re 
now putting out close to a mil-
lion pounds of  food and goods, 
we are also looking for more 
warehousing space in our com-
munity,” says Powderly, adding, 
“The need is heartbreaking. 
We are setting ourselves up to 
handle this incoming wave of  
need.”Published Monthly
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Are you looking for a job with school hours 
and the school schedule?  
We have the job for you! 

The Medfield Foodservice Department is 
now hiring! Substitute worker positions 
available with flexible hours, as well as 

full time, benefited positions. 

For more information please contact:
Caitlin Fahy at cfahy@email.medfield.net 

or 508-242-8897

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

Safe, Reliable & Compassionate 

Transportation 
You Can Count On

Blooming Rides
774-300-9097

bloomingrides.com

Compassion You can Trust. 
Care You Can Feel.

Norfolk MA 02056-4001 | 857.445.1256 | www.advantagehcllc.org

•• Personalized In-Homecare Services  Personalized In-Homecare Services 
•• Companionship & Safety Companionship & Safety
•• Medication management and reminders  Medication management and reminders 
•• Lighthouse keeping  Lighthouse keeping •• Meal preparation  Meal preparation 
•• Transportation & Errands  Transportation & Errands •• Personal Care Assistance Personal Care Assistance

Affordable. 
Reliable.  

Locally owned 

Call today for a Free care consultation.

The Franklin Food Pantry has seen a 28% rise in clientele in the number 
of people it serves from FY25 to FY26 and an increase of 35% among 
children. Starting in October, it will be a trained SNAP Outreach Partner 
to help clients navigate increased red tape in DTA recertification. Photos 
used with permission of Franklin Food Pantry

FOOD PANTRY
continued from page 1

“What we’re seeing is 
that there is the highest 
need, historically, in a 

really long time.” -Tina 
Powderly, Executive 

Director, Franklin Food 
Pantry
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Blood crisis persists, donors 
needed now 

BOSTON, Mass. - The 
American Red Cross continues 
to urge donors of  all blood 
types to act now and make 
an appointment to give blood 
or platelets amid the ongoing 
national blood crisis. Just three 
additional donors at every 
blood drive could help further 
stabilize the blood supply and 
ensure patients continue receiv-
ing lifesaving care.

Since issuing only the second 
blood crisis in Red Cross his-
tory in late July, thousands of  
generous donors have stepped 
up to help save lives. At the 
same time, the blood supply 
remains under severe pressure, 
just as many communities tran-
sition to back-to-school sched-
ules. When fewer donors are 
available to give, the impact on 
available lifesaving blood prod-
ucts can be significant — espe-

cially when the blood supply is 
already facing a low.

Keep up the momentum 
and help reverse the blood 
crisis. Book an appointment 
to give blood now by using 
the Blood Donor App, visit-
ing RedCrossBlood.org or 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767). Those who are 
unable to donate can still make 
an impact by encouraging eli-
gible friends, family members 
and colleagues to give blood.
Thursday, Sept. 3

Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond 
St., Franklin, 1-6 p.m.

Plainridge Park Casino, 301 
Washington St., Plainville, 11 
a.m.- 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 4

Milford Regional Medical 
Center, 14 Prospect St., Mil-
ford, 12-5 p.m.

Encompass Fitness, 27 Mil-

liston Rd., Millis, 12-5 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 5

Norfolk Center for Active 
Living, 28 Medway Branch 
Rd., Norfolk, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17

Franklin Elks, 1077 Pond 
St., Franklin, 1-6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 18

Framingham Fire Dept., 10 
Loring Dr., Framingham, 9 
a.m.- 2 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 19

St. Joseph Parish, 145 Hol-
liston St.,. Medway, 9 a.m.- 2 
p.m.
Monday, Sept. 21

Bellingham Public Library, 
100 Blackstone St., Belling-
ham, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 26

First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of  Milford, 23 Pine 
St., Milford, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Bike and Helmet 
Safety accessible event 
September 12 

Local children’s book author 
and artist Ali Rheaume, Rep. 
Jeff Roy and the Franklin Po-
lice Department invite folks of  
all ages to a Bike and Helmet 
Safety Event on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, 2026 at Franklin 
High School parking lot, 218 
Oak St., Franklin.

The event will take place 
from 9:30-11 a.m. and 
will include:

•	 free helmet giveaway
•	 free bike raffle
•	 bike course to ride through
•	 coloring table
•	 helmet decorating
•	 fire truck
•	 vendor tables
In addition, attendees will 

have a chance to purchase a 
signed copy of  Rheaume’s book, 
“Buddy the Brain.”

Folks are welcome to bring 

their own bike helmets for a fit 
check as well.

Accessible parking is available 
in adjacent lots, and organizers 
request attendees to skip wearing 
fragrance that day.  In addition, 
grounds are paved, adaptive 
bikes are available for use, tables 
have wheelchair spaces, coloring 
supplies will have adaptive op-
tions and there will be no music 
or flashing lights for sensory ac-
commodation. 

Anyone who needs additional 
accommodations, reach out to 
Ali Rheaume at arheaume10@
gmail.com or 508-455-5687 for 
call, text, or video chat.

RECYCLE OR REUSE THIS PAPER:
Newspaper is a great FREE alternative to plastic bubble wrap when it comes to packing 
your fragile items for storage or moving.

https://zwly9k6z.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.redcrossblood.org%2F/1/0100019feac1fc8c-7838b16d-f7c6-4e61-a545-c65cebd0ac36-000000/WoizVgFgxNOCOgO18dkMBUDf13I=473
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Call Art  @ Call Art  @ 
508 .801 .0825508 .801 .0825

✓ Improve the  
look of your yard 

✓ Keeps carpenter  
ants & wasps away

✓ No chance of  
trip and fall

STUMP GRINDING
PLENTY OF 
PLENTY OF 

HAPPY HAPPY 

CUSTOMERS!
CUSTOMERS!

Family-Run Affordable Junk Removal 
Takes the Stress Out of Cleanups
By Christie Vogt 
Contributing Writer

Whether it’s one old fridge 
in the garage or an entire home 
of  unwanted goods, the team 
at Affordable Junk Removal of-
fers a cost-efficient, stress-free 
approach to waste manage-
ment. “You don’t lift a finger,” 
says owner Jason Schadler, who 
started the company along with 
his wife Christine in 2005.

The business offers same-day 
service for both residential and 
commercial clients across east-
ern and central Massachusetts 
and northern Rhode Island. In 
addition to junk removal, the 
company rents 15-yard dump-
sters. 

As a family-owned and op-
erated company, Schadler says 
Affordable Junk Removal has 
lower overhead costs and is more 
accessible than national com-
petitors. “I answer my phone 
24 hours a day,” he says. “I was 
on vacation in Italy and Portu-
gal, and I was still answering my 
phone on the beach. When you 
call us, you get me — not an au-
tomated machine!”

Schadler says the company 

has an environmentally friendly 
approach to disposal in which 
it recycles items when possible 
and properly disposes of  non-
recyclables. “We have four kids 
and sustainability is extremely 
important to us.”

During the business’s early 
days, Schadler provided junk re-
moval on nights and weekends 
when he wasn’t busy working at 
a machine shop. Eventually, the 
business grew into a full-time 
endeavor, and the Schadlers in-
vested back into the company 
with new equipment and tech-
niques. “When I first started, 
for example, we didn’t have 
any tarps. I’m driving around 
and things are flying out of  my 
truck,” Schadler laughs. “I’m 
like, ‘Oh my god, I need a tarp.’”

Schadler says his wife Chris-
tine “was equally as involved” 
in getting the business off the 
ground. “She handled the back-
end while I did the heavy lift-
ing, all while she was working at 
EMC,” he says. “Fast forward 
21 years, and we both work full 
time managing the company as 
well as other endeavors. Busi-
ness is doing great; it has grown 

tremendously to a fleet of  trucks 
and dumpsters, and we’ve also 
been able to buy a pizza place, 
The Corner Market in Hollis-
ton.”

In addition to delivering an 
in-demand service to the com-
munity, Schadler is appreciative 
that Affordable Junk Removal 
has helped provide a work-life 
balance that suits his family. “It 
allows me to be able to do what 
I like doing and spend time with 
my kids,” he says. “I’m home to 
see my babies play softball and 
do all that stuff. We are also able 
to give back to the communities 
we serve.”

As for Franklin in particular, 
Schadler says they are proud 
to have many repeat custom-
ers and friends in the area. 
The Schadlers’ oldest daugh-
ter lives in Franklin, and their 
kids attended softball camp and 
learned how to skate in town. 
Prior to starting Affordable Junk 
Removal, Christine worked for 
years in Franklin as well.

One of  the best parts of  his 
job, Schadler says, is meeting 

and getting to know new people 
and developing relationships 
with returning customers. “We 
are really grateful for the re-
peat business and the chance to 
form connections with residents 
across the MetroWest area,” he 
says.

To receive a free junk removal 
estimate, call 774-287-1133 or 
visit affordablejunkremoval.
com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here with their children, started 
Affordable Junk Removal in 2005.

Franklin Art Association to welcome abstract artist 
Lenny Moskowitz October 7

The Franklin Art Association 
warmly welcomes the public 
to its meeting at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Franklin Senior Center on 
Wednesday, October 7. The 
program will feature Lenny 

Moskowitz who will explore a 
painterly, abstract approach to 
landscape with a focus on atmo-
sphere, light and spatial depth.  

Lenny teaches at various art 
centers in New England and 
exhibits regionally. He taught 
at Quinnipiac University for 
15 years and continues to enjoy 
doing demonstrations for art 
associations. He likes to ap-
proach a painting without a 
preconceived idea of  what the 
final work should look like, and 
thrives on surprise!

All programs are free and 
open to the public. Coffee and 
snacks will be served at the in-
termission, where you will have 
a chance to meet and speak with 
the artist. 

The Art Association is sup-
ported by grants from the Frank-
lin Cultural Council which is 
supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council and the Frank-
lin Cultural District.
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Contact Walter
508-460-6656

or waltershowphotoart@gmail.com
HealthAndWellnessShow.net

2 FREE ADMISSIONS with this Ad!

Meet and Talk with Over 60 Vendors

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4  •  10AM - 3PM

Health & WellnessHealth & Wellness
Fall Show 2026Fall Show 2026

The Verve Hotel  -  1360 Worcester St., Natick
FEATURING

Mini
Treatments

Buy &
Sample

Products

AHSPowerWash.com

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE!

Advanced Home Services

Fully Insured 
 Residential & Commercial 

508-384-7378

Choose To Include
By Natalee Webb-Rubino, 
with Judith O’Gara

Neurodivergence is often 
underrepresented in societal 
culture. Recognizing the need 
for inclusion rather than exclu-
sion, Milford’s Libby Lit created 
Unified Theater, an Adaptive 
Arts program at the Hopkinton 
Center for the Arts. 

“It’s for anyone,” says Lit, of  
the adaptive classes. Theatre lov-
ers of  all abilities are welcome, 
but the program serves “the 
entire spectrum of  neurodiver-
sity, from things like ADHD and 
Global Development delay, to 
Autism and Down Syndrome.” 
People with high level needs can 
participate, even alongside neu-
rotypical players. Lit even sees 
a few such sibling pairs taking 
part.

According to Smile Givers 
International, “Art can provide 
a platform for self-expression, 
communication, emotional 
regulation, and social connec-
tions.” Noah George of  Ashland 
can attest to this. Since he has 
participated in HCA’s Unified 
Theater’s, Noah states he has in-
deed become more outgoing and 
confident, “I enjoy having fun 
with the whole group and have 
many friends, now.”

Libby never considered work-
ing with people with disabilities 
until, by chance, she took a job 
in special education. She went 
on to earn her masters in The-
ater Education from Emerson, 
where, during her student teach-
ing at Milford High, she devel-
oped a theatre arts curriculum 

for individuals with profound 
needs. 

“There was a lack of  op-
portunity for these individuals 
to express themselves in a way 
that was uniquely theirs and not 
scripted,” says Lit, noting that 
many programs meant to help 
folks with severe needs to find 
gainful employment “so often, 
look at the disability and not the 
whole person, and a lot of  times, 
these individuals end up in a job 
that doesn’t reflect them. These 
are actual people with actual 
interests, and we can build on 
those interests.”

Hopedale’s Kelsie Duest, who 
has Down Syndrome, loves to 
dance, and she shines as a Uni-
fied Theater performer. Her 
Mom Sharon expressed, with 
emotion, how the program also 
gives caretakers the opportunity 
to unite. “It’s nice to be sur-
rounded with like parents. We 
bond and build our sense of  
community together” she voiced.

Lit passionately rejects a one-
size-fits-all approach to arts 
programming for people who 
have severe needs, as they, like 
everyone else, have a breadth of  
personalities. The Unified Arts 
program, she says, “honors the 
individual and their form of  self-
expression. We don’t just have 
singers, we have pianists, percus-
sionists, we have a person who 
works backstage.” Participants 
can freely be themselves, and 
many, she says, take their craft 
very seriously.

Andy Pandy, from Franklin, 
for example, became Libby’s As-
sociate Director for his backstage 

skills. Working with him, Libby 
discovered Andy’s writing talent, 
and she’s now planning to have 
him do some script writing for 
their next show in December. 
Andy’s Mom, Jaya, says that it 
puts a smile on her face watch-
ing her son participate. 

“They get to put their whole 
heart into this production they 
make themselves, and in the 
end, you get something made by 
them, uniquely for them, that 
honors their contribution to soci-
ety,” says Lit.

Heart was certainly evident as 
Sam Cerulli of  Holliston gave 
an emotional performance of  
Bill Withers’ “Lean on Me,” 
at June’s “Put A Little Love In 
Your Heart” production. The 
entire cast joined her on stage 
with the audience chanting 
along in a moving, once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

Unified Theater and its core 
principle, “Choose to Include” 
creates more accessible and eq-
uitable opportunities in the arts 
for people with disabilities and 
neurodiversity. 

“My hope with this Adaptive 
Arts program is that all people 
who are interested in the arts 
have fair and equitable access to 
the arts. It’s time we start look-
ing at the opportunities and the 
growth the arts can provide,” 
says Libby, who says that al-
though writing adaptive curricu-
lum can be challenging, working 
with these arts students is the 
greatest joy of  her life.

For more information on 
Unified Theater, or to volun-
teer, email Libby at libby@

hopartscenter.org. or contact 
Hopkinton Center for Perform-

ing Arts at (508) 435-9222 or 
info@HopArtsCenter.org.

Kelsie Duest, who loves to dance, is shown here with 
her mom, Sharon. Of Hopedale, each find the Unified 
Arts program rewarding.

On the left is Sam Cerulli, shown with her sister, Mad-
die, both from Holliston. Sam is a singer and actor in 
the HCA Unified Theater program, an Adaptive Arts 
program that gives performers a chance to express 
their true selves.

mailto:info@HopArtsCenter.org
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VETERAN OWNED

Depot Plaza 15 Main Street, Franklin, MA   •   (774) 789-5194

I Have Coins & Collectibles
We Would Like to Thank You

for Rating Us the Best Regional Resource Offering:

Estate
Collectible

Consultations

Coin/Collection
Appraisals &
Liquidations

Gold & Silver
Bullion

Exchange

Scrap Jewelry 
& Sterling Silver 

Refining
(METALS TO CASH $)

Known For:
• Friendly, Helpful and Knowledgeable Staff
• Walk-ins, Appt. or House Visits Welcomed

• Transparent, Trustworthy and Fair
• We Love Seniors ... and Seniors Love Us!

#ihavecoins_ihavecoins.com

Franklin’s September 26th Harvest Festival 
Full of fun, food and music

Franklin’s 24th Annual Har-
vest Festival is set for Sat., Sept. 
26, 12 noon to 5 p.m. Rain date 
is Sun., Sept. 27. Like last year’s 
festival it will extend up Main 
Street with more vendors and 
activities at Dean College and 
Franklin Library.

Main Street will be busy with 
more than 130 booths and thou-
sands of  visitors from Franklin 
and beyond. Come and enjoy 
live music and dance perform-
ers, lots of  food choices, chil-
dren’s activities, unique artwork 
and crafts, merch and services 
from local businesses, and meet 
local community groups. Cele-
brate the golden end of  summer 
and get ready for the vibrant 

colors of  autumn.
Franklin Downtown Partner-

ship organizes the festival. “The 
Harvest Festival is the ideal time 
to socialize, relax, and enjoy the 
community spirit,” said Kevin 
Johnson, Harvest Festival Chair. 
“Each year we try to add some-
thing different and recently we 
have expanded further north on 
Main Street. It is a special day.”

Here are some highlights:
•	 Live music performances 

by the Padula Family Band 
and Critical Mass. Dance 
performances by Feet in 
Motion, Desi Swag Queens 
and Franklin School of  Per-
forming Arts (FSPA).

•	 Touch-a-Truck, courtesy of  
Franklin Fire.

•	 Radio station MyFM will 
broadcast live from Main 
Street near the center 
island/bridge. In partner-
ship with the FDP, Franklin 
TV & WFPR 102.9 FM 
will broadcast live near the 
library.

•	 Franklin Library will have 
children’s activities on the 
lawn.

•	 Dean College will have ac-
tivities on the quad.

•	 Franklin Historical Museum 
will be sharing info and 
Franklin-themed items at 
the Cultural Hub.

•	 Great food all along Main 
Street. Dean Bank will be 
selling apple cider and do-
nuts, popcorn and water. 
Proceeds from their sales 
support FDP and the festi-
val. Take a few extra steps 
to downtown and you can 
enjoy more restaurants and 
cafes.

•	 Downtown activities: the 
Children’s Museum of  
Franklin will have kid-
friendly fun at their home at 
157 Cottage Street. 

The Harvest Festival is made 
possible because of  generous 
local business sponsors. Franklin 
Downtown Partnership is very 
grateful to this year’s sponsors:

Platinum – Dean Bank; 
G&C Plumbing & Heating, 
Local Town Pages

Gold – Dean College; Glen 
Meadow Apartments; Middle-
sex Savings Bank; Sunrise Mon-
tessori School

Silver – Doherty, Dugan, 
Cannon, Raymond & Weil, 
P.C.; Eagle Stainless Tube & 

Fabrication, Inc.; Hockomock 
YMCA; Notturno Home Ser-
vices; Rockland Trust Bank; 
The Enclave of  Franklin

Bronze – ABI New England; 
Camford Property Group; Con-
nell Roofing; DCU; DG Ran-
ieri; Fenton Financial Group; 
Franklin Kitchen Center; Keefe 
Insurance; LeafFilter; MyFM; 
Simon’s Furniture

For festival updates and to 
stay in the know about activities 
throughout the year follow the 
FDP on Instagram and Face-
book:

https://www.instagram.com/
franklindowntownpartnership/and  

https://www.facebook.com/
franklindowntownpartnership.org/

https://www.instagram.com/franklindowntownpartnership/
https://www.instagram.com/franklindowntownpartnership/
https://www.facebook.com/franklindowntownpartnership.org/
https://www.facebook.com/franklindowntownpartnership.org/
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(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104, Norfolk, MA 02056

*Call our office for more details 
(508) 528-3360 

Or go to our website 
www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

NEW MEMBER REFERRAL
Refer a new member who opens an account 

and you’ll both receive a $50 Mobil Gas Card*

NEW LOAN REFERRAL
Refer a new borrower who finalizes a loan 

and you’ll both receive a $100 Mobil Gas Card*
At Vendetti Collision Center, we provide the level of customer service and Expert 
Collision Repair. With our State-of-the-Art equipment and Gold Class technicians, you 
can get your vehicle repaired with us and leave with the peace of mind that goes along 
with knowing your vehicle just received the very best collision services in the greater 
Boston area.  

“You Have the Right to Choose your Repair Facility”
Choose the only I-CAR Gold Class Facility in Southern Norfolk County

Choose Vendetti Collision Center

 We handle your car with the best of 
care every step of the way

Vendetti Motors
 (508) 520-5189 
411 W Central St | Franklin, MA 02038
Lic# RS0002838

• Free Estimates
• Towing Available
• Rental Assistance
• 4.9 stars on google

• We work on most makes and models
• Detailing services
• Lifetime warranty
• State-of-the-Art Repair/Refinish Equipment

If  you have a high school 
junior or senior, the college 
admissions process can quickly 
turn into an overwhelming 
blur of  deadlines, application 
choices, and financial decisions. 

From understanding applica-
tion timing to navigating shift-
ing loan rules, every choice you 
make now directly impacts your 
family's broader financial plan.

Early Action vs. Early
Decision

Let’s start with the early ap-
plication process with various 
October deadlines, and how 
choosing between Early Action 
and Early Decision carries fi-
nancial implications. 

Your Money, Your Independence 

Navigating college admissions with financial planning

Glenn Brown, CFP

Early Action gives your stu-
dent an early decision without 
a binding commitment, letting 
them apply to several schools 
and compare actual financial 
aid offers. 

Early Decision is a binding 
agreement. While it can give 
an admissions edge at certain 
selective institutions, it strips 
away your leverage to negotiate 
financial aid later. If  your family 
chooses the binding route, merit 
aid conversations must happen 
prior, not after the application.

Build Merit-Based
Relationships

When targeting merit-based 
aid, looking beyond "trophy" 
schools is often where the real 
money is hiding. Highly com-
petitive universities rarely offer 
deep merit scholarships because 
their applicant pools are over-
flowing. 

Instead, consider special-
ized or regional colleges where 
your student’s academic profile 
places them in the top 20% 
of  applicants. Encourage your 
teenager to lead conversations, 
build relationships with local 
recruiters, and express genuine 
interest. Admissions teams want 
to hear an authentic student 

voice—not a sales pitch pol-
ished by Mom or Dad.

Manage Your 529 Plan
For families who have spent 

years funding a 529 plan, junior 
year in high school is the time 
to start protecting that growth. 
Consider shifting a portion of  
those funds into money market 
instruments so market dips do 
not force a bad exit right when 
tuition bills arrive. 

Tax-free withdrawals must 
go toward qualified education 
expenses like tuition, manda-
tory fees, and room and board. 
If  you end up overfunding the 
account, SECURE 2.0 rules 
allow families to roll up to 
$35,000 of  leftover 529 funds 
directly into a Roth IRA for the 
student, provided the account 
has been open for at least 15 
years. It serves as a great safety 
valve that turns unused college 
money into a head start on re-
tirement.

Fast Track The FAFSA
Make sure to submit the Free 

Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) as early as pos-
sible once it opens in the fall. 
Prioritizing early completion 
gives your family first-come, 

first-served access to state-level 
grants, institutional aid, and 
federal work-study funds that 
frequently run out before gen-
eral admissions deadlines.

Sequencing Your Loans
The biggest shift comes from 

last year’s student loan reform, 
when open-ended federal par-
ent borrowing officially ended. 
Congress placed a hard annual 
limit of  $20,000 and a lifetime 
cumulative cap of  $65,000 
per dependent child on Parent 
PLUS loans. Direct undergrad-
uate student loan limits remain 
capped at $5,500 to $12,500 
annually. 

Because a four-year university 
can easily exceed that $65,000 
federal ceiling, families need a 
proactive borrowing plan:
•  Pace the $65,000 Parent 

PLUS cap evenly across all 
four years ($16,250 annu-
ally) rather than borrowing 
$20,000 upfront and hitting a 
wall by senior year.

•  Combine lower-interest Di-
rect student loans first, ensur-
ing your teenager maxes out 
their federal loan eligibility 
before parents assume debt.

•  Target colleges with generous 
institutional grants, prioritiz-

ing schools whose net price 
calculators reveal strong aid 
packages that minimize reli-
ance on parent debt.
Aligning your child’s educa-

tional goals with a realistic, well-
paced funding strategy ensures 
they get a great degree without 
compromising your own retire-
ment. 

If  you are balancing applica-
tion timelines with your house-
hold wealth plan, reach out to 
your Certified Financial Planner 
to map out a custom college 
roadmap.

The opinions voiced in this mate-
rial are for general information only 
and are not intended to provide specific 
advice or recommendations for any 
individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston 
resident and owner of  Plan-
Dynamic, LLC, www.PlanDy-
namic.com. Glenn is a fee-only 
Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take 
control of  their planning and 
investing, so they can balance 
kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

RECYCLE & REUSE THIS PAPER:
Did you know newspaper is great at absorbing moisture? 
Crumple this paper inside of damp shoes, gym bags, and 
more, to dry the item and reduce odors!
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
Why Is Everyone at b.LUXE?
Inside One of Massachusetts’ 
Highest-Rated Salons
By Gina Woelfel

September is the Unof-
ficial “Back To Yourself” 
Season.

After a summer of  loose 
schedules, salt air and increas-
ingly optional beauty routines, 
September brings the urge to 
feel pulled together again.

That return to yourself  is 
what b.LUXE has always been 
about.

Meanwhile, at the Stu-
dio…

On any given day, more than 
30 beauty professionals are cut-
ting hair, mixing color, giving 
facials, applying makeup, fitting 
wigs and toppers, consulting 
with guests and learning from 
one another.

Fifteen years in, hair is still at 
the heart of  b.LUXE.

It simply has more company 
now: advanced therapeutic sk-
incare, private wig and topper 
services and a new generation 
of  artists building their careers.

More than 1,000 Google 
reviews have helped make 
b.LUXE one of  the highest-
rated salons in Massachusetts.

We’re proud of  that number. 
Even prouder of  what it repre-
sents.

Each one came from a guest 
who thought their experience 
was worth sharing.

It Still Starts with Really 
Good Hair

Hair has always been the 
foundation of  b.LUXE Studio. 
Our team specializes in preci-
sion cutting, custom color, 
extensions, smoothing services, 
scalp care and conditioning 
treatments.

Every b.LUXE artist receives 
advanced education in cutting, 
coloring and treatments for all 
hair lengths and textures, from 
short hair and long layers to 
curls, razor cuts and clipper 
cuts.

Your hair also has to work 
outside the salon.

You shouldn’t need three 
brushes, four products, two 
free hours and the upper-body 
strength of  a professional ath-
lete to recreate it.

Really good hair should still 
be really good when you’re the 
one doing it.

The Next Generation Is 
Taking Appointments

September has always car-
ried a certain back-to-school 
energy, and our apprentices 
understand that better than 
anyone.

Apprentice Stylists Jenni, 
Anneliese and Kendall have 
officially joined our booking 
menu, offering blowouts, hair-
cuts, color and foiling under the 
guidance of  b.LUXE’s experi-
enced mentors and educators.

We know a college budget 
and great hair are not natural 
allies.

We have a solution.
A model wash, cut and style 

starts at $35. Color services 
start at $40. Face-frame foils 
start at $65, partial foils at $85 
and full foils at $105! Foiling 
services include a color balance 
and blow-dry, too.

These are full salon appoint-
ments, not practice sessions 
tucked away after hours. Each 
includes a consultation, com-
pleted service and senior-edu-
cator check-ins along the way.

It is smart beauty math.
For students heading back 

to campus, families watching 
fall expenses and anyone who 
appreciates b.LUXE hair at ap-
prentice pricing, the numbers 
work.

Extensions Are Not What 
They Used to Be

The words “hair extensions” 
once suggested very long, dra-
matic results.

Now, many of  our guests 
choose extensions for reasons 
other than length. They want 
fullness through the sides, 
added density or the return of  

volume their hair used to have.
We still love a dramatic 

makeover.
Today’s extensions can be 

placed and blended to look 
completely natural. A consulta-
tion covers the method, color, 
placement and upkeep before a 
single extension is added.

Wigs & Toppers: BEAUTI-
FULLY YOU

Our wig and topper services 
began with owner Heather 
Cohen, who understands hair 
loss because she has experi-
enced it herself.

She knows that finding al-
ternative hair is not simply a 
matter of  selecting a color and 
placing an order.

You want it to look natural.
You want it to feel comfort-

able.
Mostly, you want to recog-

nize yourself  again.
Our private consultations 

give you room to ask questions, 
try different options and receive 
honest guidance. We work with 
guests experiencing thinning, 
alopecia, medical hair loss and 
changes in density.

Consultations are available 
in person and virtually for our 
non-local guests. Every piece is 
selected, fitted, cut and styled 
with the same care and atten-
tion as every b.LUXE hair 
service.

We have also given wigs and 
toppers a home of  their own at 
bluxewigs.com. Online retail is 
coming soon!

The Quieter Side of 
b.LUXE

Beyond the energy of  the 
salon, behind the spa room 
doors, the pace changes.

The light softens, the music 
settles into the background, and 
your phone stays blissfully silent 
in your bag.

For once, you have nowhere 
else to be.

Our G.M. Collin Master 
Certified Estheticians, Corinn 
and Monique,offer customized 
facials, chemical peels, waxing 
and lash services, with special-
ized care that includes oncology 
therapeutic skincare and Reiki 
facials.

You may leave with brighter 
skin and a better home-care 
plan.

You may also leave wonder-
ing why you waited so long to 
let someone take care of  you.

Back to You
September is not about re-

invention. It is a return to the 
routines that make you feel 
like yourself, just as the busi-
est three months of  the year 
begin.

Maybe that’s why everyone 
is here.

For their hair. Their skin. 

Their makeup. Their confi-
dence.

Turns out, there is more 
than one way back to yourself.

Book your next appoint-
ment at bluxe.com, or visit 
bluxewigs.com to learn more 
about wigs, toppers and pri-
vate consultations.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by 

our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.

Hair. Skin. Makeup. Wigs.  BEAUTIFULLY YOU

R E A L LY  G O O D  H A I R

S K I N  +  M A K E U PS K I N  +  M A K E U P

W I G S  +  T O P P E R SW I G S  +  T O P P E R S
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High School and to Senior Citi-
zens. It was dubbed S.A.F.E. 
or Student Awareness of  Fire 
Education. In its first year, child 
fire deaths fell from 25 in 1994 
to 12 the following year. Over 
the next 25 years child deaths 
declined by 78% including zero 
cases reported in 2020 with 383 
children receiving the “Young 
Heroes” award for their use of  
classroom fire safety lessons. 

The S.A.F.E. program in-
structs children on fire safety 
that empowers them to prevent 
fires, survive those that do 
occur, and respond correctly to 
fires and emergencies. Crucial 
components of  the program 
include smoke alarm mainte-
nance, home escape plans, how 
to crawl low under smoke, the 
Stop-Drop-Roll method, and 
match/lighter safety, along with 

kitchen fires and burn safety.
Doug Perro, a Firefighter-

Paramedic with Group 2 of  the 
Franklin Fire Department is 
our town’s S.A.F.E. Officer who 
instructs students on fire safety 
and survival skills. For senior 
citizens, he inspects their smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors 
replacing batteries if  needed 
and will identify hazards in 
these elder residences. Doug 
also coordinates community 
outreach with local schools for 
student mentorship and train-
ing projects. 

Firefighter Perro reminds 
us, “Fire Prevention Week 
starts October 4th this year.” 
Its theme is “Charge into Fire 
Safety, Safe Charging Is a 
Superpower!” The theme ad-
dresses the fire risks and explo-
sions of  lithium-ion batteries. 

If  you would like to know 
more about the Massachusetts 
S.A.F.E. program contact the 
State at SAFE.FireSafety-
Division@mass.gov. Locally 
you may contact S.A.F.E. of-
ficer Doug Perro at dperro@
FranklinMA.gov or SAFE@
FranklinMa.gov

508-533-3300
44 Willow Pond Circle, Medway, MA 02053

Memory Care That Feels Like Home
When a loved one is living with memory 
loss, finding the right community brings 
comfort to the whole family. At SALMON 
at Medway, compassionate caregivers, 
personalized support, and a warm, engaging 
environment help residents feel at home.

Take the first step and call to schedule your 
personal tour today.

Ask about our 
limited-time 
summer 
promotion.

Fire!
Fire prevention week, starting Oct. 4, 
harkens to Great Chicago Fire of 1871

By Natalee Webb-Rubino

In the early days of  America, 
firefighting relied entirely on 
people power. When a fire 
broke out, the community 
would form a line from their 
local water source and pass 
along buckets of  water up the 
line to the fire to douse the 
flames, the Bucket Brigade. 
The task was slow, water was 
limited, and it was ineffective 
against large fires. By the 1800s, 
fire was a constant threat in 
densely populated cities with 
buildings made of  wood with 
thatched rooftops.

The mid-1800s produced the 
first organized firefighting ap-
paratus, the hand-pumped Fire 
Engine. It was a simple cart 
pulled by men or horses with a 
manual pump the firefighters 
would use to continuously spray 
water onto the fire to put it out. 
(In fact, you can see one at Ni-
agara Hall in the nearby town 
of  Millis.) But this too had its 
downfalls, as it required several 
firefighters to manually pump 
the water, relied on a nearby 
water source and had limited 
range and water pressure. At 
that time, the Chicago Fire De-
partment had 185 firefighters 
with just 17 horse-drawn steam 
pumpers to protect an entire 
city with a population over 
300,000! Chicago was unpre-
pared for the horrors it would 
encounter due to this lack of  
fire protection.

Throughout the summer 
in 1871 Chicago had been 
hot, windy, and dry. That 
fall was particularly parched 
with intense winds whipping 
throughout the city. Chicago 
had been built with widespread 
use of  wooden construction 

in its buildings, sidewalks, and 
streets, all made of  pine. At the 
O’Leary homestead on the eve-
ning of  October 8th a fire began 
in their small barn on West 
DeKoven Street. A lantern had 
been knocked over igniting 
the Great Chicago Fire. The 
fire quickly spread amongst 
the wooden structures into the 
urban and business districts of  
Chicago, becoming the most 
destructive urban disaster in 
American history. The fire had 
destroyed over 3 square miles 
of  the city decimating 17,500 
buildings, leaving 100,000 
residents homeless, and it was 
deadly. Although 150 bodies 
were recovered, the coroner 
determined over 300 citizens 
had perished, the other bodies 
incinerated.

On the one-year anniversary 
of  the catastrophic fire, Fire 
Prevention Week was instituted 
in Chicago on October 8, 1872. 
(online sources: “The Great 
Chicago Fire of  1871,” “Bucket 
Brigade,” “The Great Chicago 
Fire,” “Library of  Congress”).

The Fire Marshals Associa-
tion of  North America spon-
sored the first National Fire 
Prevention Day in 1911, the 
40th anniversary of  the fire. It 
was a day to keep the public 
informed about the impor-
tance of  fire prevention and its 
deadly consequences. In 1925 
President Calvin Coolidge pro-
claimed Fire Prevention Week 
to be held from Sunday to Sun-
day during the week October 
8th falls on in memoriam of  the 
Great Chicago Fire. 

Massachusetts initiated a 
statewide grant program in 
1994 to give Firefighters the 
ability to teach fire safety 
education from Pre-K through 

Fire Prevention Week begins October 4 this year, and its observation 
dates back to 1872, one year after the Great Chicago Fire, which deci-
mated over three square miles of the city. Library of Congress photo.

mailto:SAFE.FireSafetyDivision@mass.gov
mailto:SAFE.FireSafetyDivision@mass.gov
mailto:dperro@FranklinMA.gov
mailto:dperro@FranklinMA.gov
mailto:SAFE@FranklinMa.gov
mailto:SAFE@FranklinMa.gov
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SMILEFORVISION.COM
FRANKLIN OFFICE

750 Union St.
508-528-3344

HOPKINTON OFFICE
66 Main St.

508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MEDFIELD OFFICE
258 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. Alyse Richard, M.D. Dan Liu, M.D.

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Purvi Patel, O.D. 

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLINOptical

Shop
On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

NOW OFFERING PHOTOBIOMODULATION FOR THE 
TREATMENT OF DRY MACULAR DEGENERATION. 

CALL FOR INFORMATION.
NEW PATIENTS RECEIVE A FREE PAIR OF SELECT GLASSES

A new treatment option for dry macular degeneration 
By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. | 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

For decades, telling a patient 
they had dry macular degen-
eration meant delivering some 
of  the most difficult news in eye 
care. I would sit across from pa-
tients worried about losing their 
ability to read, drive, or enjoy 
time with family, and explain 
that we had very few treatment 
options.

The advice was always the 
same: take appropriate vita-
mins, don't smoke, maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, monitor your 
vision, and come in for regu-
lar exams. Beyond that, our 
approach was largely one of  
careful observation. We were 
managing the disease as best we 
could, but we had little to offer 
in terms of  active treatment.

Today, that paradigm is 
changing.

A new option for dry AMD
Dry age-related macular de-

generation (AMD) is the most 
common form of  macular de-

generation, affecting millions of  
Americans. Unlike wet AMD, 
for which effective injectable 
treatments have been available 
for nearly two decades, patients 
with earlier stages of  dry AMD 
historically had no treatment 
specifically designed to address 
the disease itself. While the 
AREDS2 vitamin formulation 
can reduce the risk of  progres-
sion in certain patients, active 
treatment options remained 
severely limited.

However, in November 2024, 
the FDA authorized the Valeda® 
Light Delivery System for the 
treatment of  dry AMD. Valeda 
utilizes a technology called pho-
tobiomodulation (PBM), offer-
ing a noninvasive approach for 
appropriately selected patients 
with intermediate dry AMD 
before the development of  ad-
vanced geographic atrophy.

What is photobiomodula-
tion?

While light-based therapies 
have been used for years in 

other medical fields for wound 
healing and inflammation, its 
application in ophthalmology is 
a major milestone.

PBM uses carefully controlled 
wavelengths of  red and near-
infrared light delivered to the 
retina during a series of  brief, 
painless office treatments. The 
light is absorbed by mitochon-
dria—the energy-producing 
structures within cells. Re-
searchers believe this process 
supports cellular metabolism 
while reducing the oxidative 
stress and inflammation that 
drive the progression of  macu-
lar degeneration.

The standard treatment 
protocol consists of  nine short 
sessions performed over ap-
proximately three to five weeks. 
Based on clinical trials, addi-
tional treatment series may be 
recommended periodically.

What does the research 
show?

The LIGHTSITE III clinical 
trial evaluated photobiomodu-

lation in patients with interme-
diate dry AMD over two years. 
The results were highly encour-
aging:
•  Improved vision: Patients re-

ceiving PBM experienced an 
average improvement in visual 
acuity compared to those who 
received a sham treatment.

•  Measurable gains: More than 
60% of  treated eyes gained at 
least five letters on the stan-
dard ETDRS visual acuity 
chart.

•  Slower progression: The 
study suggested that treated 
patients may experience lower 
rates of  progression to ad-
vanced geographic atrophy.

•  Safety: The treatment was well 
tolerated with no significant 
safety concerns identified.
A note of caution: Photobio-

modulation is not a cure, and 
it does not guarantee improved 
vision for every patient. As an 
ophthalmologist, I believe in 
balancing optimism with reality. 
Patients deserve accurate infor-
mation and realistic expecta-
tions, not exaggerated promises.

Who is a candidate?
Patient selection is critical. 

Current evidence and FDA 
authorization focus specifically 
on patients with intermediate 
dry AMD. Determining whether 
this treatment is appropriate 
requires a comprehensive eye 
examination, detailed retinal 
imaging, and an individualized 
evaluation by an ophthalmolo-

gist or retina specialist.

What this means for you
If  you were told years ago 

that there was "nothing to do" 
for your dry AMD, it is time to 
have another conversation with 
your eye doctor. PBM does not 
replace the fundamentals of  
care—patients must still take 
vitamins, avoid smoking, and 
undergo regular monitoring—
but it offers a powerful new tool 
in our arsenal.

At Milford Franklin Eye 
Center, we are proud to be 
the fourth center in Massa-
chusetts—and the only one in 
our local area—to offer pho-
tobiomodulation therapy with 
the Valeda system through our 
Franklin office.

We are also proud to provide 
comprehensive, on-site retina 
specialty care through Dr. 
Alyse Richard, a highly trained 
retina specialist dedicated to 
advanced, patient-centered care 
for complex retinal conditions.

After many years of  simply 
monitoring dry AMD, I am 
grateful we finally have more to 
offer. If  you or a loved one has 
been diagnosed with dry AMD, 
contact Milford Franklin Eye 
Center today to schedule a com-
prehensive retinal evaluation.

For more details, see our ad 
on this page.

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.
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Your Neighbors have Voted us GOLD MEDAL WINNERSGOLD MEDAL WINNERS 5 Years in a Row! 

800-649-5949  •  medwayoilpropane.com  •  info@medwayoilpropane.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1954

THE RIGHT 
CHOICE FOR 

DELIVERY 
AND SERVICE

Contact us today for more information!

PROUD WINNER IN THE PROPANE SERVICE & DELIVERY AND HOME HEATING SERVICE CATEGORIES 

SEASONAL PRICE 
PROTECTION PROGRAMS 

ARE ENDING SOON!

West Nile Virus has been 
detected in the Franklin 
area 
Via Franklin Heath Dept (first 
published on Franklin Matters)

Mosquito-borne illnesses like 
West Nile Virus (WNV) and East-
ern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) can 
pose a risk during mosquito season.

Why it matters:
•	 People can get sick from the 

bite of  an infected mosquito.
•	 Symptoms of  the mild illness 

can include fever, fatigue, aches 
and join pain. Severe illness 
can include high fever, stupor, 
disorientation, coma, tremors, 
muscle weakness, vision loss, 
numbness, and paralysis

•	 Risk of  severe illness increases 
with age or if  you have a 
chronic medical condition or 
weakened immune system.

To avoid getting sick from 
the bite of an infected 
mosquito, health officials 
recommend

•	 Using an EPA-registered mos-
quito repellant

•	 Avoiding outdoors from dusk to 
dawn when mosquitos are most 
active

•	 Wearing long, loose-fitting shirts 
and pants

•	 Using screens on windows and 
doors or air conditioning

The state’s interactive tracking 
tool lets you click or hover over your 
town to see the current risk level, 
updated throughout the active mos-
quito season (June–October).

Check your local risk level: 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
massachusetts-arbovirus-update

Franklin 
teams show 
up to fight 
cancer

The Pan-Mass Challenge 
weekend took place on August 
1-2, 2026. Shown are Team 
Gavin, which rides in honor 
of  Gavin Beaulieu, a Franklin 
resident who passed away last 
year from leukemia at just 11 
years old. The team’s captain is 
Gavin’s father, Derek Beaulieu.

Team Phat Tuesday also par-
ticipated, shown here with their 
Pedal Partner, Finn Pattison, 
and the Pedal Partner’s family, 
brother, Harry, and parents, 
Dan and Caity, at the Pedal 
Partner tent in Lakeville, Mass. 
This Franklin-based team has 
been riding for decades and cu-
mulatively has raised more than 
$6.5 million for the PMC.

Photos used courtesy of Pan-Mass Challenge.

Team Gavin

Team Phat Tuesday

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-arbovirus-update
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-arbovirus-update
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Curiosity Coins
Buying your broken jewelry and coins. 
Make an appointment!
CALL: 508-958-9795
info@curiositycoins.com

Located in Medway

At Curiosity Coins, 
we offer a unique, 

personalized 
approach to jewelry 
and coin sales. We 
operate exclusively 

by appointment, 
ensuring that each of 
our clients receives 
dedicated, one-on-

one attention.

AC • FURNACES• HEAT PUMPS • HOT WATER SYSTEMS • FUEL TANKS
Service Plans, Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Heating Oil

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

The Value of Teen Volunteering
Giving back to the commu-

nity is a great way for teenagers 
to develop career and life skills, 
in addition to experiencing a 
mental health boost. Teenagers 
face academic and social pres-
sures, and research indicates 
that focusing on others can en-
hance happiness and emotional 
well-being; while nurturing 
qualities that will serve them 
well in their education and pro-
fessional pursuits.      

Good things happen to those 
who volunteer! 

1. Build confidence & self-
esteem:  Doing good things for 
others can help create a feeling 
of  greater self-worth because it 
can provide a sense of  pride in 
one’s accomplishments.  Stu-
dents can see first-hand how 
their actions have an impact. 

2. Increase empathy:  
When teens volunteer, they 
learn that other people’s lives 
can be very different from their 
own. By helping others with 
different life experiences, teens 
not only gain a deeper under-
standing of  others but also learn 
to respect them, cultivating 
a heightened sense of  social 
awareness.  

3. Identify your sense of  
purpose:  Volunteering can 
help teens develop a sense of  

purpose. As an example, a teen 
volunteers to help a local official 
run for election, they learn first-
hand how a team effort can cre-
ate positive change, which then 
fuels their motivation to major 
in a similar area of  study.

4. Earn stronger grades: 
Volunteering can help a teen-
ager achieve stronger grades.  
According to the United Way, 
“There is a positive correlation 
between students who earn 
good grades and those who are 
involved in community service. 
Volunteering also helps teens 
gain new skills necessary for the 
job market such as leadership, 
communication skills, depend-
ability, time management, and 
decision making.”

5. Strengthen your college 
application: Volunteer experi-
ence promotes collaboration, 
resourcefulness, and initiative. 
Studies show that teen volun-
teers have a higher level of  ma-
turity and compassion than their 
peers who do not volunteer. 
Colleges love to see a student 
engage in their community and 
show impact.  So, whatever you 
do, do it consistently and do 
something you are enthusiastic 
about - it shows.   

Ways to get involved!  
1. Ask yourself  one ques-

tion: If  you could help solve 
one problem, what would you 
choose, and how could you 
help? The problem could per-
tain to global issues,  high school 
concerns, or local community 
needs. This simple question has 
prompted such insightful and 
mature answers among my stu-
dents. The act of  volunteering 
becomes significantly more ful-
filling when driven by a genuine 
passion for a cause -  which can 
often extend its influence into 
other aspects of  life. 

2. A few Volunteer Re-
sources:

a. Teenlife.com: a great 
website to find a broad range of  
volunteer opportunities.  

b. Dosomething.org: cre-
ated  in 1993 with the vision 
that volunteerism can be as cool 
as sports. 

c. People making a differ-
ence (pmd.org): Their vision is 
for everyone to be able to volun-
teer productively a few times a 
year so that together people can 
make a real difference. 

d. Idealist.org/Volunteer-
match: matches inspired people 
with inspiring causes. 

e. Volunteer Match Quiz - 
https://www.yourfreecareertest.
com/career-tests/volunteer-
match-test. It will  analyze the 
student’s answers, and identify 

potential volunteer opportunities 
that match their interests.  

3. Do-it-yourself  activi-
ties:  Create a list of  local vol-
unteer activities that could be 
done with a friend. Suggestions 
include caring for a neighbor’s 
pet,  grocery shopping for an 
elderly neighbor or sick friend,  
tutoring classmates or younger 
students, running a mini sum-
mer camp offering an activity 
you love to do, volunteering for 
a cause that’s dear to your heart, 
collecting items for the local 
food pantry, or visiting with a 
family member that lives alone.  
Email tracy@mycollege101.com 
for a FREE resource. 

4. Get approval:  It is 
important to always ask per-
mission from a  parent or 
guardian before you start any 

volunteer activity. 

One of  my favorite quotes is 
from Margeret Mead, Anthro-
pologist, who was truly ahead of  
her time:  “Never doubt that a 
small group of  thoughtful, com-
mitted citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it’s the only thing 
that ever has.”   

Good luck and enjoy the jour-
ney!

College 101 Admissions 
Consultants LLC. Website: 
www.mycollege101.com.  
Email: tracy@mycollege101.
com. Phone: 508-380-3845.

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  this 
article.

Maryline Michel Kulewicz and Tracy Sullivan of 
College 101 Admissions Consultants

First Universalist Society in 
Franklin welcomes new minister 

The Rev. Chris Scheller, the 
new minister at the First Uni-
versalist Society in Franklin, will 
be preaching his first service on 
Sept. 13, 2026. Prior to join-
ing FUSF, Rev. Chris was the 

Minister of  Community 
Life and Learning at the 
UU Church of  Greater 
Lynn. He brings a deep 
knowledge of  adult faith 
formation and exten-
sive training in leading 
spiritual practices drawn 
from Buddhist, Chris-
tian, earth-based, and 
other traditions, in ad-
dition to his active com-
mitment to social justice 
and anti-oppression 
work. You are cordially 
invited to join us for 
worship and a reception 
afterwards. 

The First Universal-
ist Society in Franklin 
(FUSF) is a Unitarian 
Universalist Welcoming 
Congregation located at 
262 Chestnut Street, Franklin. 
For more information, please 

contact us at info@fusf.org or 
call 508-528-5348. 

mailto:info@fusf.org
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The Skin of Our Teeth 
October 14–18

Fall Dance Concert 
October 30–31

Urinetown 
November 11–15

New Dancer Showcase  
December 4–5

New Thespian Showcase  
December 5–6

Faculty Dance Works 
December 11–12

On Stage This Fall at Dean:

Get Your Tickets at dean.edu/boxoffice

Ticket packages available August 24. 
Single tickets on sale September 7.
Student & senior discounts available.

A new generation of
TALENT.
A season full of
HEART.

Franklin Fire Department 
promotes Mike Berthiaume  
to Captain

FRANKLIN, Mass. — The 
Franklin Fire Department is 
pleased to announce the pro-
motion of  Mike Berthiaume 
to in July 2026 as captain of  
Group 3 at Station 2.

Captain Berthiaume joined 
the Franklin Fire Department 
in May 2015 as a firefighter/
paramedic. He was promoted 
to lieutenant in July 2023 and 
began serving as acting captain 
in October 2025 before this 
permanent promotion.

Throughout his career with 
the Franklin Fire Depart-
ment, Captain Berthiaume has 
served as a field training officer 
and assistant fire investigator. 
He is certified as a Fire Officer 
I/II, Incident Safety Officer 
and Hazardous Materials Op-
erational Level Responder.

Prior to joining the Franklin 
Fire Department, Captain Ber-
thiaume served for two years 
as a firefighter/paramedic 

with the Town 
of  Bourne, 
where he was 
awarded the 
Massachusetts 
State Medal of  
Valor in 2015 
for his actions 
during an ac-
tive shooter in-
cident. He also 
served as a call 
lieutenant with 
the Amherst 
Fire Depart-
ment.

Captain Ber-
thiaume holds 
a master’s de-
gree in emer-
gency services 
management 
from Columbia Southern Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of  Massa-
chusetts Amherst.

The Franklin Fire Depart-

ment congratulates Captain 
Berthiaume on his promotion 
and thanks him for his contin-
ued service and leadership.

Franklin Rotary Club 10th Annual 
Car Show, Saturday, October 3 

Event at New England Cha-
pel accepting sponsors through 
Sept. 11

The Franklin Rotary Club 
& New England Chapel 10th 
Annual Car Show is slated for 
October 3, 2026, from 9:30 
a.m.-1 p.m., located at the New 
England Chapel, 300 Central 
Street, Franklin, MA 02038.  

Registration is $20 per car, 
and entry is FREE for specta-
tors. This show features: Food, 
Ice Cream, Air-Conditioned 
Lounge, Indoor Restrooms & 
Raffles. This car show welcomes 
vehicles of  all types; Antique, 

Muscle, Classic, Custom, 
Motorcycles and out of  the 
norm new cars! Trophies will 
be awarded at 12:30 p.m. The 
Rotary Club Car Show has now 
become a staple of  the Franklin 
Community, and we are proud 
to offer this event to all. 

DEADLINE FOR SPON-
SORSHIP – FRIDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 11, 2026

To register or become a spon-
sor contact: Gary Convertino at 
gconvertino@cox.net.

All proceeds to benefit Rotary 
Club of  Franklin, MA commu-
nity service projects. 

Save the Date!
Tri-County Regional Chamber auction & 
comedy fundraiser October 24

Tri-County Regional Cham-
ber has added a comedy ele-
ment to its annual auction, this 
year to take place at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 24, at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Milford. 
Comedians Steve Bjork, Mike 

Koutrobis, and Gianni Saltal-
amacchia will perform, in ad-
dition to the exciting auction 
in support of  the chamber. For 
more information, visit https://
www.tricountychamberma.org/
auction. 

https://www.tricountychamberma.org/auction
https://www.tricountychamberma.org/auction
https://www.tricountychamberma.org/auction
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FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART For School Year 2026-2027
              Maximum Household Income Eligible for              Maximum Household Income Eligible for
           Free Meals              Reduced Price Meals

Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly Yearly Monthly Weekly
1 $20,748 $1,729 $399 $29,526 $2,461 $568
2 $28,132 $2,345 $541 $40,034 $3,337 $770 
3 $35,516 $2,960 $683 $50,542 $4,212 $972
4 $42,900 $3,575 $825 $61,050 $5,088 $1,175
5 $50,284 $4,191 $967 $71,558 $5,964 $1,377
6 $57,688 $4,806 $1,109 $782,066 $6,839 $1,579
7 $65,052 $5,421 $1,251 $92,574 $7,715 $1,781
8 $72,436 $6,037 $1,393 $103,082 $8,591 $1,983
Each additional person: +7,348 +616 +142 +10,508 +876 +203

Franklin Public Schools Offers Meals at No Cost for All Students
Franklin Public Schools participates in the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. As part of this program, Franklin High School, Franklin Middle School, and Lincoln Street 

Elementary Complex offer healthy meals every school day. The Commonwealth is supplementing National School Lunch Program funds to ensure all students have access to healthy school meals in 
Massachusetts, regardless of household income. We ask that families complete a Meal Benefit Application as this provides data for school funding and community resources.  The results from each Meal Benefit 
Application is used to ensure sustainability for this program. 

Families who qualify for free or reduced-price meals for their children also qualify for Sun Bucks starting in the summer of 2026.  Sun Bucks provides extra money for groceries during the summer months 
when kids aren’t in school.  

Qualifications for children to receive free or reduced price meals include: belonging to a household whose income is at or below the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines, belonging to a household that 
receives public assistance, or if the child is homeless, migrant, runaway, foster, or participates in a Head Start or Even Start pre-K program.

Household size and income criteria are used to determine eligibility for free and reduced-price benefits if the household does not receive assistance or the children are not in the other categories mentioned 
above. Children can get free or reduced-price meals if the household’s gross income falls at or below the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guideline chart.

To apply for free or reduced-price meals, households can fill out the application and return it to the school unless the household has already received notification that their children are approved for free meals 
this year. Application forms are being distributed to all households with a letter informing households of the availability of free and reduced-price meals for their children and what is required to complete on the 
application. Applications also are available at each school’s main office, central office, and online at franklinps.net/district/food-services.  You may also apply online through the Franklin Public 
Schools Food Service office website at franklinps.net/district/food-services.

Only one application is required for all children in the household and the information provided on the application will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility and verification of data. Applications may 
be verified at any time during the school year by the school or other program officials. An application for free or reduced-price benefits cannot be approved unless it contains complete eligibility information as 
indicated on the application and instructions. In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin, age, or disability.

Families can apply for benefits at any time. If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the school. Such changes may make the children of 
the household eligible for benefits if the household’s income falls at or below the Federal Guidelines. Contact Aaron Lenart at lenarta@franklinps.net at any time to request an application. 

Under the provisions of the free and reduced-price policy, Jana Melotti, School Business Administrator, 355 East Central Street, Franklin MA 02038, melottij@franklinps.net, or 508-553-4825 will 
review applications and determine eligibility. Parents or guardians dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision with the determining official on an informal basis. Parents wishing to 
make a formal appeal for a hearing on the decision may make a request either orally or in writing to Franklin Public Schools.

When known to Franklin Public Schools households will be notified of their children’s eligibility for free meals if they are members of households receiving assistance from the: 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); 
Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR); or 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), if the State program meets Federal standards. 
An application is not required for free meal benefits for Assistance Program participants and all the children in the household are eligible for free meal benefits. If any children were not listed on the notice of 

eligibility, or if a household does not receive a notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school to have free meal benefits extended to them. Participants in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants and Children (WIC) may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals, but they will need to turn in an application including household size and total income.

When known to Franklin Public Schools households will also be notified of any child’s eligibility for free meals if the individual child is considered “Other Source Categorically Eligible”, because the child is 
categorized, as defined by law as: 

Foster
Homeless, 
Migrant, 
Runaway, 
Enrolled in an eligible Head Start, or 
Enrolled in an eligible pre-kindergarten class. 
If any children were not listed on the notice of eligibility, the household should contact the school about their eligibility through the list above, or should submit an income application. 
Households notified of their children’s eligibility must contact the school if the household chooses to decline the benefits. 
For more information, you may call Aaron Lenart at 508-613-2477 or e-mail at lenarta@franklinps.net
Community Eligibility Provision
Franklin Public Schools will be participating in the National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program. As part of this program, Washington Street Elementary Complex, ECDC on Oat Street, and 

ECDC on Pond Street will offer healthy meals every school day at NO COST to the students due to the implementation of the Community Eligibility Provision for school year 2026-2027. Students will be able to 
participate in these meal programs without having to pay a fee or submit a household application. 

Non-Discrimination Statement: 
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 

audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/
default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the 
nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
Fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
Email: program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provide
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Follow us on Facebook 
& Instagram

 for updates of the 
newest arrivals

342 E. Central st. Franklin, MA 02038 ( next to Big Y)(508) 440 - 5004

Store hours:
Mon - Sat: 11-5  Sun: 12-4

valid until 9/30

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

Mark D.
Barsamian, DO

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS 5 DAYS A WEEK! 
State of the Art Equipment for the

Diagnosis & Treatment of Retinal Diseases
ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE PLANS

Call Today to Schedule an Appointment
774.396.6905774.396.6905
rps-retina.orgrps-retina.org

54 Hopedale St., Suite 1 Hopedale, MA

www.justfeliciawi.com
CALL Felicia: 781-856-5271
OR EMAIL: feesh59@yahoo.com

Lash Extensions • Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows
Lash Lifts • Brown Laminations

Services offered:

Gift Cards 
Available 

Finish your summer with a 
beautiful Korean lash lift! 

Cactus and Succulent Festival returns for 20th year
Annual event scheduled for Sept. 12 on Norfolk’s town 
common & library
By Grace Allen

The Cactus and Succulent So-
ciety of  Massachusetts will mark 
a milestone this month when its 
20th annual festival comes to 
Town Hill in Norfolk.

For enthusiasts and the simply 
curious alike, the festival pro-
vides a glimpse into the esoteric 
world of  cacti and succulents, 
from familiar favorites to rare 
and unusual specimens.

This year’s event will take 
place on Saturday, Sept. 12 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Norfolk’s 
town common and in the ad-
jacent public library. Inside the 
library, hundreds of  cacti and 
succulents will be on display, 
while outside on the common, 
27 vendors and artisans will sell 
plants, horticultural-themed 
items, and gifts. Festivalgoers 
will also find a variety of  food 
offerings, including hot dogs and 
hamburgers grilled by the Nor-
folk Lions. The first 50 visitors 

will receive a free plant, one of  
the event’s longstanding tradi-
tions. Admission is free, and the 
festival will take place rain or 
shine.

According to Lau Magner, the 
festival’s coordinator, in its early 
days the festival was essentially 
a club show, giving members a 
chance to display their prized 
plants. “You know how people 
show pictures of  their grandchil-
dren? We show pictures of  our 
plants,” Magner quipped.

The festival has moved around 
over the years as its popularity 
has grown, progressing from a 
church basement in Needham 
to Tower Hill Botanic Garden 
in Boylston and later an armory 
in Wakefield. In 2016, it found a 
home in Norfolk.

The exhibition itself  grew 
after the society did away with 
formal judging and strict horti-
cultural rules in favor of  a sim-
pler philosophy: “Let’s just show 
off the plants we love,” Magner 

said. The result, he 
added, was an exhi-
bition that exploded 
in size and now fea-
tures more than 300 
plants, many consid-
ered living sculptures 
by devotees. 

Magner attributes 
much of  the festival’s 
staying power to the 
curiosity cacti in-
spire. “The word cactus is what 
draws people,” he said, noting 
that many visitors first discover 
the event simply by spotting the 
society’s “Cactus Show” signs in 
surrounding towns. Once there, 
he said, visitors often make a day 
of  it, taking in the indoor exhibi-
tion before heading outside for 
shopping and food. 

Young festivalgoers can get in 
on the fun as well at a children’s 
booth, where they can choose a 
cactus or succulent, plant it in a 
ceramic pot, decorate the pot, 
and take it home as a souvenir. 

The activity debuted last year 
and was a “huge success” said 
Magner.

The festival is the signature 
event of  the Cactus and Suc-
culent Society of  Massachusetts, 
an affiliate of  the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of  America. 
The Massachusetts group, which 
meets monthly at the Norfolk 
Public Library, has grown to 
more than 200 members from 
across New England. Magner 
serves as the society’s vice presi-
dent.

Education is a primary focus 
of  the annual festival, along with 
raising money to support the so-
ciety’s programs. Plants offered 
for sale by the club are grown by 
its members.

For more information about 
the festival, as well as the Cactus 
and Succulent Society of  Mas-
sachusetts, visit https://cssma.
org. Questions? Send an email to 
info@cssma.org.

Parking for the festival is avail-
able at the Federated Church 
across the street. 

The Cactus and Succulent Society of 
Massachusetts will mark a milestone this 
month when its 20th annual festival comes 
to Town Hill in Norfolk.  Photos used courtesy 
of Cactus and Succulent Society of Mass.

mailto:info@cssma.org
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When busy homes are filled with pets and kids, it’s  worth having a fast, 
thorough team take care of everything. Whether you only want a few rooms 
cleaned or the entire home, The Maids has different options to fit your budget. 

Spring Clean
             Easy

Call The Maids® to book your
Ultimate Healthy Home Service for Spring!

508-533-5350   |  TheMaidsMedway.com
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Spring Clean or Anything In Between!
Additional Discount 

your 4th clean when you sign up 
for recurring service! 

50% OFF
First Time Clean Discount

your first clean

$65 OFF  + 

some restrictions apply - new customers only cannot be combined with other offers.

 FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING No contract required

 CONSISTENT 100% satisfaction guarantee

 TRUSTED Bonded & insured teams

508-533-5350
TheMaidsMedway.com

Locally owned & operated

95 Eddy Road, Suite 101 
Manchester, NH 03102
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Can Franklin go back to back?
By Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

Last fall, the Franklin vol-
leyball team captured its very 
first State Championship under 
first-year coach Chris Ridolfi. 
Entering the Division 1 State 
Tournament, the Panthers had 
gone 18-2 on the regular season 
and were the five seed. Franklin 
would sweep their way into the 
championship game by defeat-
ing Braintree, Lincoln Sudbury, 
number four Andover and 
Newton South, who took out the 
number one team Chelmsford 
all by a 3-0 score. The Panthers 
would go on to edge  Newton 
North, the three-time defending 
champion, 3-2.

Although still early at the time 
of  this writing, to have his full 
team established, Ridolfi is op-
timistic about his squad making 
another splash at the champion-
ship game.

“Coming into the season, we 
don’t have any glaring holes on 

this team,” the Coach said. “At 
this moment, it’s hard to say 
where we’ll be without putting 
all the pieces together. The girls 
will continue to compete, and I 
will see where they fit; we have 
all the pieces; I just need to pick 
the right ones.”

Having already won a State 
Title, Franklin has put the bulls-
eye on their backs as the team 
to beat this fall. Ridolfi knows 
that the ceiling is obviously 
higher but doesn’t want to put 
pre-season pressure on the team 
too early.

“My goal is to make it back 
to the Final 4 and then another 
bid to the Semi’s,” the Coach 
said. “Coming in last year the 
captains (Olivia Alberti and 
Makayla Kuykendall) told me 
that they wanted to win a State 
Championship and then backed 
it up by doing the work on and 
off the court.”

Having lost three really big 
pieces from last year’s historic 
season, Franklin will be bring-

ing back four key 
players.

This fall, the 
Panthers will be 
lead by captains 
senior Gianna 
Laurello, a right 
side hitter who 
may be moved to 
the outside this 
year, and junior 
Emerson Delleo, 
an outside hitter. 
The duo will be 
looked upon to 
lead this team 
both on and off 
the court. Ridolfi 
is hoping that the 
two  captains can 
set the goal and 
them go out and 
guide the team; 
much like Alberti 
and Kuykendall 
did last year.

Last fall, Ridolfi went with 
two setters allowing then fresh-
man Phoebe O’Connor to ease 

into the position. By the time 
the season had come to an end, 
O’Connor had not only won the 
position, but was a main cog in 
the Panthers’ run to the title.

“The team was getting accus-
tomed to a new coach coming 
in, and Phoebe was trying to 
learn her role,” the Coach said. 
“It was her first time navigating 
a team through a State Cham-
pionship run, and she proved 
herself  worthy.”

Junior Charlotte Yuelenski 
is looking to move up as a top 
middle hitter this year after 
gaining a ton of  experience 
during the team’s run. This 
year, the coach is looking for the 
junior to take the lead and push 
the younger hitters.

Having lost libero Emma 
Cunningham from last year’s 
squad, senior Katelyn Crosby 
will be looking to chase down 
that opening. Cunningham held 
a very important position for 
Franklin, especially being a serve 
and pass team. Last year, Crosby 
was limited in her role with the 
team after attaining a concus-
sion, and by the time that she re-
turned to the court the team was 
rolling and they didn’t want to 
disrupt the momentum, so she 
wasn’t used all that much.

Participating in the Hocko-
mock league, Franklin is already 
saddled with a  tough schedule 
with the likes of  King Philip, 

who went to the Division 2 
Semi Finals last ; Oliver Ames, 
a 20-0 team that won the Divi-
sion 2 State Championship and 
Attleboro, always a tough team. 
Despite battling Hockomock 
League foes, the Panthers have 
put together a non-league sched-
ule against some powerhouse 
teams like Winchester (19-1 in 
Division 1 last season and one 
of  this year’s top teams), Bishop 
Feehan (14-6 in Division 1), 
Barnstable (12-8 in Division 2) 
and Chelmsford (20-0 and he 
top seed in Division 1).

“With the schedule we have 
put together, we will be facing 
three of  the top five teams in the 
state,” the Panther Coach said. 
“It will be a measuring stick to 
how we do throughout the sea-
son and will allow us to see who 
could be in our way of  trying to 
repeat.”

Franklin will see Winchester 
late in September, giving them a 
look at where they are weak and 
what needs to be worked on. 
They will then use that informa-
tion to see where they stand with 
Barnstable before moving on to 
play Chelmsford.

Franklin will open the season 
on September 8 against neigh-
boring rival King Philip in a 
Hockomock League matchup 
enroute to winning back-to-back 
State Championships.

With last fall’s state championship, Franklin volleyball is now the team to beat, but 
their coach feels their prospects are again strong this year.
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Wheeler is where
N-12 students

discover, create,
and excel.

wheelerschool.org/events | enrollment@wheelerschool.org | 401-421-8100

Join us on Oct. 17 for our Open House! Join us on Oct. 17 for our Open House! 
Curious to learn more about Wheeler?Curious to learn more about Wheeler?
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From STEAM labs 
to art studios 
and athletic fields,

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Behind St. Mary’s Credit Union, Rte. 9 West

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

 Back Open After the Flood!! Back Open After the Flood!!
Please call before heading to the store

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

••  Enhanced Arch Support
••   Stretch Topline for Perfect Fit   ••   Enhanced Arch Support

••  Hidden Heel Cushioning to Prevent Slipping While Walking
••   Fully Removable, Ultra-Cushioned Tiny Pillows Insoles

••   Sueded Microfiber Sock Linings
••   Rubber Outsole
••   Heel Height: ½” 

Great New Flats
for Wide Feet.

Five Colors

year, in the same period, 
$111,000, about 150% more 
need this year.”

Morris does note that, thanks 
to a generous donor this year, 
the SVdP has been able to do 
more than it ever has before, 
“which is fantastic. It’s like God 
is looking over our shoulder, 
and saying, ‘There’s a storm 
coming.’ He always seems to 

provide for us, so we’re lucky 
that way.”

With that storm looming, the 
annual walk, SVdP’s only fun-
draiser per year, raises needed 
cash to help neighbors with 
their immediate needs, even as 
members of  the society work 
to provide outside resources to 
permanently lift families out of  
poverty.

“We try to help educate the 
neighbors on different ways you 
can break that cycle, and for 
some people, if  they can just get 

over this one hump, then they 
can become self-sufficient,” says 
Morris, who believes those with 
the ability to help others should 
do so. “We know of  resources, 
state, local and government. It’s 
oftentimes those connections 
we provide for them that’s often 
the helpline they need, and 
they didn’t even know about 
them,” says Morris, who nods 
to the Franklin Interfaith Coun-
cil, town social workers, and 
Veterans Services Office for 
their fantastic support of  SVdP 
clients, which includes, he says, 
“anybody. It doesn’t matter 
your denomination, your age, 
your race, your creed, your 
color. If  you’re in Franklin, 
and you need some help, we’re 
going to try to help.”

Over 30 members belong to 
Franklin’s SVdP conference, 
one of  the biggest in the dis-
trict. 

“That’s a great reflection on 
the parish and the community 
always wanting to help,” chimes 
Morris, adding, “There’s also 
great support from our pastor 
and our ministry staff at the 
church. It’s really the support 
we get from everyone.” 

Sometimes, says Morris, one 
of  the most important things 
the SVdP volunteers do is lis-
ten.

“A big part of  what we do is 
we do home visits,” he notes, 
“We meet them where they 

are and try to understand their 
circumstances, understand 
their needs.” A large number, 
he says, are young women with 
children, and the gratitude 
SvDP receives from all the peo-
ple they help is tremendously 
rewarding for volunteers.

Morris hopes many people 
from Franklin will come join 
the Friends of  the Poor Walk 
around the Common on Sept. 
26, the morning of  the Harvest 
Festival, an event that would 
count toward student volunteer 
hours. 

“It would be great if  people 

can come to the walk, walk 
with us and show some soli-
darity, especially families and 
children … If  people can see 
there’s support up and down 
the age groups, that’s always 
helpful.” 

Walkers should collect dona-
tions from family and friends 
and bring them to the registra-
tion desk beginning at 8:30 

a.m. that day. Those who show 
up earliest on the morning of  
the walk will receive t-shirts 
(while supplies last) and water 
will be available to all walkers. 

If  you are unable to walk 
but would like to help your 
neighbors, you can support St. 
Mary’s SVdP team by:

Sending a check to: SVdP, 1 
Church Square, Franklin, MA 
02038 

OR donating Online to the 
St. Mary’s SVdP team by using 
the QR code with this article or 
visiting: https://www.paypal.
com/donate/?hosted_button_
id=T6EQV6EC25NR6. 

For questions, please call 
SVdP at 508-918-2291. All do-
nations stay 
in Franklin, 
and all in-
formation is 
kept confi-
dential.

SVDP WALK
continued from page 1

All generations can come out to support their neighbors, and students 
can earn volunteer hours.

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=T6EQV6EC25NR6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=T6EQV6EC25NR6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=T6EQV6EC25NR6
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September 1
State Primary Election, 6 a.m. 

to 8 p.m. at the Franklin High School 
Gymnasium, 218 Oak St., Franklin

Franklin Garden Club meeting, 
6-8:30 p.m., Franklin Senior Center, 
10 Daniel McCahill St., Franklin, fea-
tures “Bitters, The Missing Ingredient” 
by Barbara Aspland-Wolf  

September 2
Franklin Art Association meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m., Franklin Senior Cen-
ter, 10 Daniel McCahill St., Franklin, 
features artist Rose Wang, all welcome

September 3
Franklin LGBTQ Alliance game 

night, 6:30 p.m., Franklin TV and 
Radio Station, 23 Hutchinson St., Franklin

September 4
Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 

p.m., 2-3 p.m. sensory-friendly 
hour, 3-5 p.m., Franklin Town Com-
mon, Jamie Barrett, sponsored by Frank-
lin Cultural Council and Mass Cultural 
Council

September 7
Allegra Commonwealth Singers 

guest night, 7-9 p.m., St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices in the tre-
ble range (SSAA) are welcome to attend

September 9
Instrument Petting Zoo, 4:30-

7:30 p.m., Franklin Public Library, 118 
Main St., Franklin, Join the FHS Music 
boosters for a special instrument petting 
zoo! Ideal for kids in grades K-7!

September 10
Welcoming ceremony celebrat-

ing the newest installations, 5 
p.m., Franklin Sculpture Park, Panther 
Way, Franklin, #FranklinSculpturePark

September 11
Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 

p.m., 2-3 p.m. sensory-friendly 
hour, 3-6 p.m., Franklin Town Com-
mon, Dom DeBaggis, sponsored by 
Franklin Cultural Council and Mass 
Cultural Council

September 12
Franklin Senior Center Yard 

Sale, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., Franklin Senior 
Center, 10 Daniel McCahill St., Franklin

Bike and Helmet Safety Event, 
9:30-11 a.m., Franklin High School 
parking lot, free helmet giveaway, free 
bike raffle, bike course to ride through, 
coloring table, helmet decorating, fire 
truck, vendor tables, hosted by Ali 
Rheaume, Rep. Jeff Roy, Franklin PD, 

info. at alirheaume.com/safetyevent
Cactus & Succulent Festival, Nor-

folk Town Common & Library, hundreds 
of  cacti and succulents will be on display, 
while outside on the common, 27 ven-
dors and artisans will sell plants, horticul-
tural-themed items, and gifts.

Uxbridge Knights of  Columbus 
Car Show, 9:30 a.m. – 2 p.m., Ux-
bridge High School, 300 Quaker High-
way, Uxbridge

September 13
Mercy and Malevolence – Dis-

covering the Complex Story of  
St. Theresa’s Home of  the Little 
Flower, 1:15 p.m., museum open 1-4 
p.m., Franklin Historical Museum, 80 W. 
Central St., Franklin, free, but donations 
gratefully accepted

September 14
Allegra Commonwealth Singers 

guest night, 7-9 p.m., St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices in the tre-
ble range (SSAA) are welcome to attend

September 15
Franklin Rotary Pasta Supper, 

5 p.m., 1000 Central Park Terrace, 
Franklin, all residents of  Franklin Hous-
ing Authority and all seniors welcome to 
free meal, sign up at Central Park Ter-
race or Franklin Senior Center

Charles River Chorale open re-
hearsal for Fall 2026 season, 7:30-
9:30 p.m., Church of  Christ, 142 
Exchange St., Millis. Meet at the church 
or fill out Sign-Up Form (no obligation) at: 
https://forms.gle/six5utARb6pCH45c9 .

September 16
Franklin LGBTQ Alliance Book 

Club, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Franklin TV 
and Radio Station, 23 Hutchinson St., 
Franklin, “The Picture of  Dorian Gray,” 
by Oscar Wilde

September 17
Exploring Your Canadian Roots 

After Bill C-3, 6 p.m., Bellingham 
Public Library, 100 Blackstone St., 
Bellingham, Ann Marie Genereux will 
explain how Americans with French 
Canadian ancestry may qualify to be a 
Canadian citizen.

September 18 
Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 

p.m., 2-3 p.m. sensory-friendly 
hour, 3-6 p.m., Franklin Town Com-
mon, Critical Mass, sponsored by Frank-
lin Cultural Council and Mass Cultural 
Council

Franklin Library Book Sale, 1-5 
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 118 Main 
St., Franklin, all books $1.

Main Street Live, 4 p.m., pre-
sented by Bellforge Arts Center, Walpole 
Town Common, free event includes live 
music, local vendors, food trucks, cock-
tails, and community, register at www.
bellforge.org. 

September 19
Electronics Recycling Event, 

9 a.m.- 2 p.m., St. Mary’s Church, 
201 Main St., Franklin, portion of  pro-
ceeds benefit church, recycle electronics 
for $5-$35 fee, cash preferred or checks 
(over $30), free to recycle reusable bikes, 
phones, keyboards, tablets, video game 
media & accessories, wires, chargers, 
car/truck batteries

Franklin LGBTQ Alliance apple 
picking, 1-3 p.m., Fairmont Fruit 
Farm, 887 Lincoln St., Franklin, bring 
$ for the apples, market and change for 
animal feed.

Franklin Library Book Sale, 9 
a.m. -12 p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, all books $1. Bag 
sale 1-4 p.m., fill up a brown paper bag 
for $5.

Lucy Kaplansky, Circle of  
Friends Coffeehouse, 7:30 p.m. 
(doors open 7 p.m.), First Universalist 
Society of  Franklin meetinghouse, 262 
Chestnut St., Franklin, tickets at www.
circlefolk.org 

September 21
Paint Pour (children and teen pro-

gram), 1 p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
118 Main St., Franklin, get messy and cre-
ative with cookie cutter paint pours!

Allegra Commonwealth Singers 
guest night, 7-9 p.m., St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church, 3 Maple St., Fram-
ingham, interested adult voices in the tre-
ble range (SSAA) are welcome to attend

September 22
Franklin Health Department 

FREE Flu Clinic, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Franklin Senior Center, 10 Daniel Mc-
Cahill St., all ages, high-dose vaccines 
available. Schedule appointment at 
https://home.color.com/vaccine/regis-
ter/franklin?site=franklin-flu-clinic ) or 
call 508-613-1334.

Charles River Chorale open 
rehearsal for Fall 2026 season, 
7:30-9:30 p.m., Church of  Christ, 142 
Exchange St., Millis. Meet at the church 
or fill out Sign-Up Form (no obligation) 
at: https://forms.gle/six5utARb6p-
CH45c9 .

September 26
SVdP of  St. Mary’s Friends of  

the Poor Walk, 9-11 a.m., Frank-
lin Town Common, join for walk any-
time during walk or donate with check 
to SVdP, 1 Church Sq. Franklin, MA 

02038 or online at https://www.pay-
pal.com/donate/?hosted_button_
id=T6EQV6EC25NR6

Franklin Harvest Festival, 12-5 
p.m., downtown Franklin, sponsored 
by Franklin Downtown Partnership, 130 
booths, food, live music, dance, children’s 
activities,  rain date 9/27, www.franklin-
downtownpartnership.org 

Harvest Fest (Bellingham), 11 
a.m.-3 p.m., Bellingham Town Com-
mon, presented by First Baptist Church 
and Bible Baptist Church, vendors, free 
pony rides, face painting, a bounce house, 
an obstacle course, gymnastic and karate 
exhibitions, concert, and other activities.

7th Annual Pumpkin Patch 
opens, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sat.), 12-4 
p.m. (Sun.), 4- 6 p.m. (M-F, ex-
cept 10/14, 10-4), St. John’s Episco-
pal Church, 237 Pleasant St., Franklin, 
through Oct. 31

September 29
Charles River Chorale open re-

hearsal for Fall 2026 season, 7:30-
9:30 p.m., Church of  Christ, 142 
Exchange St., Millis. Meet at the church 
or fill out Sign-Up Form (no obligation) at: 
https://forms.gle/six5utARb6pCH45c9 .

October 2
Franklin Farmers Market, 2-6 

p.m., 2-3 p.m. sensory-friendly 
hour, Franklin Town Common, 3-6 p.m. 
Sioo B, sponsored by Franklin Cultural 
Council and Mass Cultural Council, 4 
p.m. Great Pumpkin Contest, Sponsored 
by Franklin Agricultural Comm. 

October 3
The Franklin Rotary Club & New 

England Chapel 10th Annual Car 
Show, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m., New Eng-
land Chapel, 300 Central St., Franklin, 
MA 02038.  Registration is $20, free for 
spectators, sponsors welcomed through 
9/11, contact gconvertino@cox.net.

CultureFest, 10 a.m., Bellforge 
Arts Center, 45 Hospital Road, Medfield, 
annual community celebration of  music, 
food, dance, and cultural traditions from 
around the world — presented in part-
nership with Medfield Together. Register 
at www.bellforge.org.

Sep. 2026 Calendar Sponsored by Notturno Home Services

NOTTURNOHOME.COM

Proud Members
of the Franklin
Community!

https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://forms.gle/six5utARb6pCH45c9
https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
http://www.bellforge.org
http://www.bellforge.org
http://www.circlefolk.org
http://www.circlefolk.org
https://home.color.com/vaccine/register/franklin?site=franklin-flu-clinic
https://home.color.com/vaccine/register/franklin?site=franklin-flu-clinic
https://forms.gle/six5utARb6pCH45c9
https://forms.gle/six5utARb6pCH45c9
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=T6EQV6EC25NR6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=T6EQV6EC25NR6
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=T6EQV6EC25NR6
http://www.franklindowntownpartnership.org
http://www.franklindowntownpartnership.org
https://forms.gle/six5utARb6pCH45c9
https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://franklinma.gov/590/Cultural-Council
https://massculturalcouncil.org/
https://www.franklinma.gov/agricultural-commission
http://www.bellforge.org
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MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

SPONSORED BY

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding
• Seasoned Firewood

KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

CharronTreeService.com

Franklin Historical 
Museum to Probe 
History of Forgotten 
Orphanage Sept. 13

Where are they now, the 
scores of  children who once 
resided in Franklin’s Catholic 
orphanage? The Franklin His-
torical Museum wants to know!

From the early 1940s to the 
early 1950s, an orphanage, op-
erated by a Catholic religious 
order, occupied the Hayward 
Manor in Franklin, which had 
just recently been sold by its 
original owners, the family of  
a prominent textile executive. 
St. Theresa’s Home of  the 
Little Flower (also known as the 
Home of  the Holy Child) was 
never a large institution, with no 
more than a few dozen children 
at a time housed there, but it left 
a deep impression on many of  
them. Inmates included children 
from around the region as well 
as several from Franklin itself  
whose circumstances made it 
difficult or impossible for their 
families to care for them.

At the time the “social safety 
net” was all but non-existent, 
and some children were rescued 
from a life on the streets, steal-

ing food to survive, and given 
food, clothing, and education. 
But the Bernardine sisters were 
not always up to the task, and 
some of  those who lived there 
remember cruelty, a grim, un-
changing routine, and a spartan 
diet. What’s more, the children 
mostly spoke English while most 
of  the nuns spoke Polish – a for-
mula for conflict and frustration.

Anyone who was ever a resi-
dent at the home or their family 
members are especially encour-
aged to attend. There will be a 
brief  overview of  history and 
newspaper stories about the 
Orphanage and those with sto-
ries to tell will be encouraged to 
share them.

On Sunday, Sept 13, 2026, 
the museum is open from 1-4 on 
Sunday and the program starts 
at 1:15. There is no admis-
sion charge but donations are 
encouraged and appreciated. 
Contact Alan Earls with ques-
tions at alan.r.earls@gmail.com 
or 508-560-3786.

An orphanage classroom in a former mansion dining room.  Photo 
used with permission of the Franklin Historical Museum

BankNewport appoints Franklin 
resident Hacsunda VP, BSA Manager

 NEWPORT, R.I. – BankNewport is pleased 
to announce Franklin resident Christina Hac-
sunda has joined the Bank as vice president, 
Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) manager.

In this role, Hacsunda is responsible for over-
seeing compliance with the federally-mandated 
Bank Secrecy Act, Anti-Money Laundering and 

Office of  Foreign Assets Control program, as 
well as related regulatory requirements. 

Prior to joining BankNewport, Hacsunda 
served as vice president, Anti-Money Launder-
ing and Countering the Financing of  Terror-
ism (AML/CFT) officer at The Village Bank in 
Newton, Massachusetts. 

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF PARTITION TO PARTITION
Commonwealth of Massachusetts The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court
Norfolk Probate and Family Court 35 Shawmut Road 

Canton, MA 02021 
(781) 830-1200

Docket No. NO26E0025PP
In the matter of: Petition to Partition 69 Milliken Avenue, Unit 22A, Franklin, MA 02038

To Richard E. Dubois, Jr. of Franklin in said County and to all other interested persons, 
A petition has been presented to said Court by Diane T. Poisson of Franklin in said County representing that they hold as 
Joint Tenant a 50% undivided part or share of certain land lying in Franklin in the County of Norfolk, and briefly described as 
follows 69 Milliken Avenue, Unit 22A, Franklin, MA 02038. Unit No 22A of the Milliken Hills Condominium (the Condominium) 
located in Franklin, Norfolk County, Massachusetts, created by Master Deed dated 6/18/90, recorded with Norfolk County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 5746, Page 537, as amended. The unit is conveyed is as shown on a plan recorded with the first 
unit deed, which plan is a copy of a portion of the plans recorded with said Master Deed and to which is affixed a verified 
statement in the form require by MGL. Chapter 183A, section 9. The unit is conveyed together with an undivided 4.45% in-
terest in the common areas and facilities and the same percentage interest in the organization of unit owners known as the 
Milliken Condominium Trust. The Condominium is conveyed subject to, and with the benefit of, the Obligations, Restrictions, 
rights and liabilities contained in MGL, Chapter 183A, as amended, the Master Deed and the By-Laws of the Milliken Hills 
Condominium Trust and setting forth that they desire that all of said land may be sold at private sale or public auction for not 
less than two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00) and praying that partition may be made of all the land aforesaid 
according to law, and to that end, that a commissioner be appointed to make such partition and be ordered to make sale 
and conveyance of all, or any part of said land which the court finds cannot be advantageously divided at private sale and 
be ordered to distribute and pay over the net proceeds thereof in such manner to make the partition just and equal. 

If you desire to object thereto you or your attorney should file a written appearance and answer in said Court at Canton 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on the October 7, 2026 the return day of this citation. 

WITNESS, Hon. Lee Peterson, First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 25, 2026
Colleen M Brierley, Register of Probate

mailto:alan.r.earls@gmail.com
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131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsMade in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

FBRTC announces new benches 
installed on the SNETT

The Franklin & Bellingham 
Rail Trail Committee (FBRTC) 
is pleased to announce that 4 
new benches have been installed 
along the Southern New Eng-
land Trunkline Trail (SNETT), 
enhancing comfort and acces-
sibility for trail users.

The benches were paid 
for with a combination of  a 
MassTrails grant that was 
awarded in November, and 
fundraising proceeds raised at 
events like our recent Rail Trail 
5k.

The process began during 
the summer of  2024 when the 
committee sent out a survey to 
the community asking what 
improvements they would like. 
The committee then surveyed 

the trail, and determined 4 loca-
tions that would benefit from 
new benches. The team then 
worked with MA DCR to get a 
quote for acquiring and install-
ing the benches and used that 
information to apply for a Mass 
Trails grant. The grant was sub-
mitted in February 2025, and 
grant winners were originally 
supposed to be notified in June 
2025. Due to unexpected cir-
cumstances, the grants were not 
awarded until November 2025. 
With a compressed timeline, 
FBRTC worked with DCR to 
coordinate the preparation of  
the sites for the benches, and 
then assemble and install the 
benches.

The four new benches were 
installed along the 2.3-mile 
stretch of  the SNETT be-
tween Spring Street in Frank-
lin and Center Street in 
Bellingham.

FBRTC is a volunteer-led ad-
vocacy organization dedicated 
to the development and main-
tenance of  the Southern New 
England Trunkline Trail. Last 
year, the committee played a key 
role in advocating for the use 
of  Community Preservation Act 
funds in Franklin to purchase 
disused freight rail land—ex-

tending the SNETT by 1.75 
miles into downtown Franklin. 
The group’s ongoing priorities 
include improving the Frank-
lin–Bellingham section of  the 
trail and advancing connectivity 
toward Blackstone.

FBRTC extends its sin-
cere thanks to Kevin Hol-
lenbeck and Raymond 
Longvall from Massachusetts 
DCR, as well as to state and 
local officials, sponsors, and do-
nors who supported this effort. 
Learn more about getting in-
volved with FBRTC by emailing 
fbrtcommittee@gmail.com.

Photos used courtesy of Franklin Bell-
ingham Rail Trail Committee

Franklin Senior Center yard 
sale supports seniors

Saturday, September 12, 
9 a.m.- 2 p.m.

10 Daniel McCahill St., 
Franklin

The Franklin Senior Center 
Yard Sale. Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Outdoor and indoor. If  bad 
weather is forecast  it will all be 

held indoors. 
Gift shop will be open.
Offering Seasonal 

goods,home decor, kitchen-
ware,  jewelry, handbags, chil-
dren’s items, vintage treasures 
and women’s clothing.

Something for everyone.!

Rotary Club of Franklin MA 34th 
Annual Pasta Supper September 15

The Rotary Club of  Franklin 
MA 34th Annual Pasta Supper 
will take place on September 
15, 2026, at 5 p.m., at 1000 
Central Park Terrace, Franklin. 

All Senior Citizens and resi-
dents of  the Franklin Housing 
Authority are welcome to this 
free annual event. 

Sign-up at: 
Central Park Terrace, 1000 

Central Park Terrace, Franklin, 
Mass.

Franklin Senior Center, 10 
Daniel McCahill Street, Frank-
lin, Mass.

Find out more about Rotary 
at https://www.rotary.org/en/
about-rotary. 

Johnson Brunetti expands 
Franklin presence with 
move to larger office

Johnson Brunetti, an inde-
pendent retirement and invest-
ment specialist firm founded in 
2003, has moved its Franklin 
office to a larger location at 1 

Fisher Street in Franklin.
The new 2,754-square-foot 

office replaces Johnson Bru-
netti’s previous location in the 
nearby Franklin Village Plaza.

https://www.franklinbellinghamrailtrail.org/2025/11/04/fbrtc-announces-grant-award-for-benches-on-snett/
https://www.franklinbellinghamrailtrail.org/2025/11/04/fbrtc-announces-grant-award-for-benches-on-snett/
https://www.franklinbellinghamrailtrail.org/2026/07/19/15th-annual-trail-race-raises-over-8000-for-trail-improvements/
https://www.franklinbellinghamrailtrail.org/2026/07/19/15th-annual-trail-race-raises-over-8000-for-trail-improvements/
https://www.franklinbellinghamrailtrail.org/2024/11/14/2024-committee-focus-survey-responses/
mailto:fbrtcommittee@gmail.com
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary
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Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for wills, trusts, 

powers of attorney and health care proxies.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A WILL 
Wills can name an executor, distribute your property, 
name child guardians, forgive debts and more. And 
having a will means that you—rather than state laws—
decide who gets your property when you die.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY 
A health care proxy names someone you trust as your 
agent to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you, if you are unable.

n	 WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  
A durable power of attorney gives extensive power to 
your chosen agent to act on your behalf, in case you 
are incapacitated. Without it, a family member or loved 
one  would have to petition the court for that right.

508.541.3000  |  ANA@ddcrwlaw.com 
124 Grove St., Franklin, MA 02038  |  www.ddcrwlaw.com

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W

Attorney Amy N. Azza
Over two decades of  
estate planning experience

Now accepting new clients for wills, trusts,  
powers of attorney and health care proxies.

 S

WHY YOU NEED A TRUST
A trust will help you avoid probate and appoint a trustee to manage assets 
for family members or beneficiaries who are unable to manage their assets.

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for 

children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather 
than your state’s laws, decide who gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the individual 

who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a Durable Power of 
Attorney, it would be necessary for a family member or loved one to

petition the court to become the guardian over the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019

Azza Law
Amy Azza, Esq

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
Ph: 508.517.4310 Email: AzzaLaw@Outlook.com

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 24 years, is accepting 
new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 
trusts, power  of attorney and health care proxies. 

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name 

guardians for children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also 
means that you, rather than your state's laws, decide who gets your 

property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as 

your proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care 
decisions for you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be 

necessary for a family member or loved one to 
petition the court to become the guardian over 

the incapacitated person.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

Save the spooky date!
Franklin Police Halloween party is back on!
Saturday, October 24, 2-5 p.m.
(Rain date, same time, Sunday, October 25)

Franklin Garden Club kicks off season 
with program on bitters 

Franklin, Mass. – A program 
on “Bitters, The Missing In-
gredient” by Barbara Aspland-
Wolf  will highlight the opening 
meeting of  the Franklin Garden 
Club’s 2026-2027 season. The 
meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at 
the Franklin Senior Center, 10 
Daniel McCahill Street, from 
6– 8:30 p.m. An informal social 
get-together will take place from 
6 – 6:30 p.m. followed by the 
program, open to the public.  

As part of  the program, Asp-
land-Wolf  will explain how bit-
ters are important to the health 

and workings of  the liver and 
gallbladder. Bitters provide di-
gestive health, help with nutrient 
absorption and are an important 
part of  meals and drinks.  Most 
modern diets do not include this 
fabulous flavor. Participants will 
discover a new love for the bit-
ter flavor and how to make it a 
part of  daily health habits. For 
those who wish, there will be an 
opportunity to make bitters for a 
cost of  $15 to cover supplies.

Aspland-Wolf  is a flower es-
sence practitioner, Reiki Mas-
ter/Teacher, herbalist, and plant 
communication educator. Work-

ing with plants is a melding of  
her science background, herbal 
studies, and energy work. She is 
the owner/operator of  Garden 
Gate Herbals and a community 
herbal teacher. She has taught at 
Sage Mountain, Herbstalk, the 
Northeast Herbal Association 
retreats, Plants Speak, and local 
programs. In addition to leading 
nature walks, she has written for 
several publications. Barbara is a 
member of  United Plant Savers, 
Native Plant Trust, International 
Association of  Reiki Practitio-
ners, and the Flower Essence 
Society.  

Franklin Town Hall: Community 
Highlights & Updates
Explore Career 
Opportunities with the 
Town of Franklin

The Town of  Franklin is cur-
rently seeking qualified candi-
dates for several employment 
opportunities across municipal 
government. Interested ap-
plicants can learn more by 
visiting the Town’s employment 
webpage at www.franklinma.
gov/228/job-opportunities 

Stay Informed: Franklin 
First Newsletter & Town 
Updates

Residents are encouraged 
to stay up to date with Town 
news, highlights, and impor-
tant announcements by read-
ing the monthly Franklin First 
Newsletter. Read the latest edi-
tion: https://www.franklinma.
gov/1139/Franklin-First-News-
letter    

Residents can also follow 
the Town of  Franklin on social 
media for timely updates, re-
minders, and community news. 
Subscribe for Town news and 
announcements: 
https://tinyurl.com/Franklin-
NewsandAnnouncements

1776 Financial Services 
awards 2026 Scott Dittrich 
Memorial Scholarships

Franklin, Mass. – August 
2026 –1776 Financial Ser-
vices awarded the Scott Dit-
trich Memorial Scholarships 
to Dean Lawless of  Franklin 
High School and Audrey 
Lutfy of  King Philip Regional 
High School. The scholarship 
is given in memory of  1776 
Financial Services co-founder 
Scott Dittrich who passed away 
in March 2023. Throughout 
his lifetime, Scott demonstrated 
the extraordinary ability to 
regularly engage others and 
influence change.   

These annual scholarships 
are awarded to one Franklin 
High School senior and one 
King Philip Regional High 
School senior who will pursue 
a business-related major at a 
4-year college or university. 
The scholarship is a progres-
sive one that will be given out 
over the four years of  study.

1776 Financial would like to 
wish Dean and Audrey the best 
of  luck as they attend Thomas 
College and the University of  
Miami respectively.

Pictured from left to right: 
Audrey Lutfy, Pieter van 
Vredenburch

Pictured from left to right: Dean Law-
less, Mark Dittrich

http://www.franklinma.gov/228/job-opportunities
http://www.franklinma.gov/228/job-opportunities
https://www.franklinma.gov/1139/Franklin-First-Newsletter
https://www.franklinma.gov/1139/Franklin-First-Newsletter
https://www.franklinma.gov/1139/Franklin-First-Newsletter
https://tinyurl.com/FranklinNewsandAnnouncements
https://tinyurl.com/FranklinNewsandAnnouncements
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Full-Service Residential Construction & RenovationsFull-Service Residential Construction & Renovations
From concept to completion, we
deliver high-quality workmanship
with attention to detail you can trust.

Let your dreams be our project, with a local contractor you can trust.Let your dreams be our project, with a local contractor you can trust.

Our ServicesOur Services
u Kitchen & Bathroom Renovations
u Full Home Renovations
u Custom Decks & Outdoor Living
u Flooring, Tile & Finish Work
u Additions & Remodeling Projects
u General Contracting & Repairs

Why ChooseWhy Choose
Lokal Construction?Lokal Construction?

• Reliable, professional & detail-oriented
• Clean & modern workmanship

• Clear communication from start to finish

Lokal Construction
Quality Craftsmanship. Local Expertise.

Contact UsContact Us
508-963-5727508-963-5727
LokalConstruction@hotmail.com
LokalConstruction.com

(

 LICENSED
& INSURED

FALL MENU 
NOW AVAILABLE

116 Main Street, Medway116 Main Street, Medway
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting Street, Rte 16, Mendon32 Hasting Street, Rte 16, Mendon
(508) 381-0249(508) 381-0249
43 Main Street, Hopkinton43 Main Street, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100(508) 625-8100

  

325 N. Main Street, Natick325 N. Main Street, Natick
(508) 647-0500(508) 647-0500

296 Washington Street, Westwood296 Washington Street, Westwood
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

907 Main Street, Walpole907 Main Street, Walpole
(508) 533-6655(508) 533-6655

NOW OPEN! NOW OPEN! 
22 Washington Street, Canton22 Washington Street, Canton

MuffinhousecafeMuffinhousecafe

Open DailyOpen Daily
Bakery with Fresh Muffins/PastriesBakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

Breakfast and Lunch SandwichesBreakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan MarshBest Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

M
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE
Don’t stand in line! 

ONLINE ORDERING  ONLINE ORDERING  
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!

muffinhousecafe.com
NOW OFFERING NOW OFFERING 

DOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUBDOORDASH, UBER EATS AND GRUB HUB

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises
Expires 9-30-2026

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 9-30-2026F F

Gov. Healey Signs Freedom to Read 
Law at Franklin Public Library 

Franklin, MA – The Town of  
Franklin welcomed Gov. Maura 
Healey to the Franklin Public 
Library on Monday, August 10, 
2026, as she signed Bill S.2726 
(https://malegislature.gov/
Bills/194/S2726 ), the Freedom 
to Read law, establishing protec-
tions for the freedom to read 
and creating a fair, transparent 
process for reviewing library 
materials.

Town Administrator Jamie 
Hellen opened the event with 
remarks. Town Councilors, 
Town staff members and elected 
officials, library staff, Library 
Director Felicia Oti, Franklin 
Public Schools Superintendent 
Lucas Giguere, School Com-
mittee members, State Rep. Jeff 
Roy, State Sen. Becca Rausch 
and other local and state legisla-
tors were in attendance for the 

historic signing.
The Franklin Public Library 

— the nation’s first public lend-
ing library — provided a fitting 
setting for the signing of  the 
legislation. 

The new law establishes state-
wide standards for how public 
and school libraries select and 
review library materials. It en-
sures families and community 
members have a voice when 

they have concerns about library 
materials, while establishing an 
open local process for reviewing 
those concerns. The law also 
protects librarians and educators 
who make library selections in 
good faith and reinforces local 
decision-making.

The Town of  Franklin thanks 
Gov. Healey and the Healey-
Driscoll administration for 
recognizing Franklin and its his-
toric library and for joining the 
community for this important 
occasion.

Franklin Town Council member Ted Cormier-Leger, Franklin Library 
Director Felicia Oti, and Gov. Maura Healey.

September 2026 – Veterans’ 
Services Newsletter Notes
Veterans’ Services Office: (508) 613-1315

September 2 – Monthly 
Coffee Social – 10 a.m. at the 
Senior Center. All Veterans are 
welcome!

September 15 – Tune It 
Out guitar lessons for Veter-
ans - OPEN HOUSE - 5:30 
p.m. – Meet the instructors and 
other Vets who are learning to 
play guitar. Weekly classes meet 
on Tuesdays from 5:30 – 6:30 
p.m. at the Senior Center. No 
fee ,and guitar experience is not 
needed. We have guitars!

September 17 – Veterans’ 
Council Meeting – 7 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. All Franklin 
residents interested in Veterans’ 
activities are welcome to join us!

September 18 – Veterans 
Memorial Walkway - Dead-
line for engraved brick orders for 
the November installation. Brick 
order forms are available in the 
Town Hall and Senior Center 
lobbies and online at: https://
www.franklinma.gov/377/
Veterans-Memorial-Walkway

September 18 – U.S. Air 
Force and Air National 
Guard’s Birthday - Before 
the creation of  the Air Force, 
the military’s flying operations 

were handled by the U.S. Army 
on land and the Navy by sea. 
The history of  the U.S. Air 
Force is an important part of  
the history of  air power in the 
United States. The official birth 
date of  the Air National Guard 
as a reserve component of  the 
Air Force is also September 18, 
1947.

September 18 – National 
POW/MIA Recognition 
Day – A day to remember and 
honor those Americans who 
were prisoners of  war and those 
who served and never returned 
home.

September 24 – Warrior 
Within Yoga for Veterans 
and First Responders - OPEN 
HOUSE - 4 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. No fee and yoga experi-
ence is not needed. Meet our 
instructor and see if  this yoga 
class designed for Veterans is 
right for you!

September 27 – Gold Star 
Mothers and Families Day 
- A day to honor the families of  
fallen Service Members.

Please visit our webpage 
at: https://www.franklinma.
gov/335/Veterans-Services

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2726
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S2726
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308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038 
508-520-9696508-520-9696

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

4 Candlelight Ln., Bellingham 4 Candlelight Ln., Bellingham 
$649,000 $649,000 

60 Tuscany Dr., Franklin 60 Tuscany Dr., Franklin 
$650,000 $650,000 

132 Lake Dr., Plymouth 132 Lake Dr., Plymouth 
$555,000$555,000

300 Chestnut St, Franklin300 Chestnut St, Franklin
$540,000$540,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

170 David Rd., Franklin170 David Rd., Franklin
$695,000$695,000

3 Thomas Dr., Franklin3 Thomas Dr., Franklin
$707,000$707,000

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com

“We asked for 
aggressive 

representation and 
Eileen came through 
selling our home in 

4 days, above asking 
price. Couldn’t ask for a 

better agent!”
~Paul L.

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

SOLD

FOR SALE

“Navigating deals 
with integrity is her 
forte & she wouldn’t 

be one of the top 
realtors in the state 

without that. You 
won’t go wrong 
hiring Susan! “

~ Katie O.

8 Donato Dr.8 Donato Dr.
FranklinFranklin

0 West Birch Rd, Norfolk0 West Birch Rd, Norfolk
 $75,000 $75,000

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

Eileen MasonEileen Mason

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison

2008 Franklin Crossing Rd., 2008 Franklin Crossing Rd., 
Franklin, $320,000Franklin, $320,000

10 Jacks Way, Franklin10 Jacks Way, Franklin
$780,000$780,000

FOR SALE UAG

LANDLAND

SOLD

FOR SALE SOLD FOR SALE

FOR SALE

SOLD

Don’t Miss the Bus! it’s a great tiMe to Buy!Don’t Miss the Bus! it’s a great tiMe to Buy!

Santa Foundation kicks off holiday 
giving season with gala October 2

The Santa Foundation is ex-
cited to invite the community to 
its Annual Gala on Friday, Oc-
tober 2, 2026, from 6-10 p.m. 
at the Franklin Elks Lodge. The 
evening promises a great buffet 
dinner, live entertainment, excit-
ing raffles, and an opportunity 
to make a meaningful difference 
for local children and families 
facing financial hardship during 
the holiday season.

“The Gala has become one 
of  my favorite nights of  the 
year,” said Karla Boudreau, 
Gala Chair and Santa Founda-
tion Director. “ As I look out 
into the crowd, I reflect on the 
many unique ways our commu-
nity contributes to this special 
evening and our mission. It’s an 
opportunity to recognize and 
celebrate their incredible gen-
erosity while raising the funds 
needed to ensure hundreds of  
local children and their families 

wake up to a magical Christmas 
morning full of  hope and hap-
piness.”

This year’s Gala will feature 
several exciting fundraising 
opportunities, including an ex-
clusive Golden Ticket Raffle. 
For just $50, supporters can pur-
chase one of  only 100 Golden 
Tickets for the opportunity to 
win one of  two incredible prize 
packages. Golden Tickets are 
available through the Santa 
Foundation website and may be 
purchased whether or not you 
attend the Gala. With only 100 
tickets available, participants 
have an exceptional chance to 
win. 

Featuring two great prize 
packages - two winners will be 
selected, with the first winner 
choosing between the prizes be-
fore the second winner receives 
the remaining package. Golden 
Ticket prizes include a 3 night 

get-away in Stowe, VT, with ac-
commodations for four guests 
and gift cards for local attrac-
tions. Our 2nd Golden Ticket 
Prize features a backyard fall 
oasis, including a great smoke-
less fire stove and fun acces-
sories.  

Guests will also have the op-
portunity to bid on extraordi-
nary sports experiences in the 
Premier Silent Auction, partici-
pate in a Live Auction featuring 
unique items and experiences, 
browse raffle prizes generously 
donated by local businesses, 
and even take home one of  the 
evening’s beautiful floral center-
pieces.

At the Franklin Harvest Fes-
tival just days before the gala, 
The Santa Foundation will 
launch its popular Holiday Cal-
endar Fundraiser, a community 
favorite, featuring 31 days of  
prizes generously donated by 

local businesses. Win-
ning numbers will be 
drawn throughout 
November, culminating 
with a final, $1,000 cash 
prize.

The Santa Founda-
tion serves families 
across 34 communities 
in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island providing 
personalized holiday 
gifts, essential items, and 
assistance to families 
experiencing financial 
hardship. Last holiday 
season, the Foundation 
provided holiday support to 
more than 860 families, impact-
ing over 3,500 individuals. The 
all-volunteer Foundation relies 
on local businesses, community 
partners, and individual donors 
to continue its impact.

Community members are 
encouraged to reserve their seats 

to the gala, available now, early. 
Sponsorship opportunities, raffle 
prize donations, and volunteers 
are also welcome.

For more information or  to 
purchase Gala tickets, visit www.
sfjoy.org or follow the Santa 
Foundation on Facebook.

The all-volunteer Santa Foundation serves 
families across 34 MA and RI communities, 
last year providing holiday support to over 
860 families, or 3,500 individuals. Their 
annual fundraising gala is October 2.  Photo 
used courtesy of The Santa Foundation.

http://www.sfjoy.org
http://www.sfjoy.org
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

Set up an appointment at our new location at 667 South 
Street, Suite 2 Wrentham, MA 02093. Located right next 
door to Cafe Assisi!

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

CONTACT JIM AT OUR BANKFIVE WRENTHAM MORTGAGE OFFICE
Jim Hanewich is here to assist with First-Time homebuyer, 
FHA, VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans. 

Town Council approves Town Administrator contract 
FRANKLIN, Mass. — On 

Wednesday, Aug. 12, the Frank-
lin Town Council voted 5-4 to 
approve a new employment 
contract for Town Administrator 
Jamie Hellen. Hellen’s contract 
is extended through June 30, 
2030. 

As required by law, the 
contract negotiations were 
conducted in executive session 
before the Council voted on the 
resolution to approve in open 
session. 

“I believe Jamie has demon-
strated strong leadership and a 
deep commitment to the Town 
of  Franklin,” said Town Council 
Chair Robert Dellorco. “He has 
helped keep the Town focused 
on the important work in front 
of  us and has developed an 
exceptional staff culture. I’m 

pleased to support his contract 
and look forward to what we 
can continue to accomplish to-
gether over the next four years.” 

Town Council Vice Chair 
Gene Grella, who voted against 
the contract, said his vote was 
not a reflection of  his assessment 
of  Hellen’s work as Town Ad-
ministrator or the work of  the 
Town staff. 

“We all have respect for Jamie 
and the work he has done over 
the past 11 years,” said Vice 
Chair Grella. “The four Coun-
cilors who voted against the 
contract had concerns with the 
process, timing and approach 
taken with the contract exten-
sion and modification.” 

Town Council Clerk Ted 
Cormier-Leger, a veteran of  the 
Council, also added his support 

for extending his contract. 
“Having served on the Town 

Council and worked with Jamie 
over the past five years, I’ve had 
the opportunity to see firsthand 
his leadership and commitment 
to Franklin,” said Clerk Corm-
ier-Leger. “He has built strong 
relationships with our depart-
ments, employees, community 
stakeholders and the Council. I 
believe that extending his con-
tract is in the best interest of  our 
organization.” 

In 2026, Hellen is complet-
ing his 11th year as a Franklin 
employee. He served as the 
Town’s first ever Deputy Town 
Administrator between Jan. 
2016 to May of  2019 when he 
officially took the reins from pre-
vious Town Administrator, Jeff 
Nutting. 

“I’m grateful and honored 
for the opportunity to continue 
serving the Town of  Franklin 
and for the confidence placed in 
me by the Town Council,” said 
Town Administrator Hellen. 
“I’m proud of  the work our staff 
and volunteers accomplish every 
day. I look forward to continuing 
to work within the community 
to build on the progress we’ve 
made and focus on the priorities 
ahead.” 

Hellen’s contact extension and 
modification highlighted only a 
handful of  changes: 

The contract term was ex-
tended through June 30, 2030; 

He received no additional 
compensation, nor did Hellen 
request any increase in pay, as 
the salary is within the market. 
The compensation has already 

been approved in the FY27 
budget; 

The vehicle allowance for 
work travel was increased to 
$5,000 annually from $3,500 
annually, which is to reflect the 
inflation related cost increases of  
travel since 2019; 

Removal of  required language 
for the Deputy Town Adminis-
trator; and 

Notification of  resignation 
was increased from 30 days to 
90 days.

For more information, 
visit the Town Administra-
tor webpage on the Town of  
Franklin’s website. Read the 
approved Town Administrator’s 
contract for additional details. 

2026 A-Wreath-of-Franklin 
scheduled for December 12 

Please save the date for Sat-
urday, December 12, 2026, 
11 a.m.- 4 p.m. for the 2026 
A-Wreath-of-Franklin program 
(https://www.franklinma.
gov/1430/2026-A-Wreath-of-
Franklin) This year’s theme, 
“The Magic We Make,” was 
suggested by Franklin resident 
Hiran Jani through the Franklin 
Cultural Council’s social media 
engagement.

Building on the success and 
momentum of  previous years, 
A-Wreath-of-Franklin continues 
to bring together local busi-
nesses, artists, cultural organiza-
tions, community partners, and 
residents to celebrate creativity/
community and holiday cheer 
for all while driving activity 
throughout downtown Franklin.

Shown here with Franklin Cultural 
Council Chair John Ristaino (right) 
at the 2026 Strawberry Stroll, 
Hiran Jani (left), the Franklin 
resident who came up with the 
theme for the 2026 A-Wreath-of-
Franklin, “The Magic We Make.” 
Photo by Judith Dorato O’Gara

What’s coming up at Franklin Senior Center
The Franklin Senior Center is located at 10 Daniel McCahill St., Franklin. 
Reach them at (508) 520-4945.

Following are a few high-
lights of  the month:

•	 Wind Chime Craft, Sept. 
3, 1 p.m., $5 for materials

•	 Titanic & the Golden Age 
of  Steamships, with Bob & 
Geri Tasker, Sept. 9, 1:30 
p.m.

•	 Monthly Party, Sept. 11, 
11 a.m., Hollywood theme 
with “Marilyn Monroe!” 

•	 Yard Sale, Sept. 12, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., supports cen-
ter’s programs and services

•	 GATRA Info. Session, 
Sept. 14, 10 a.m., with 
Kerri Victorio on upcom-
ing changes

•	 All about Trusts, Sept. 15, 
1 p.m., presentation with 
Q&A

•	 Cancer Support Group, 
Sept. 16, 12:30 p.m.

•	 Memory Café, Sept. 16, 
1 p.m.

•	 Crochet Class, Sept. 17 1 
p.m., with Amanda no ex-
perience necessary

•	 50+ Job Seekers: inter-
viewing, Sept. 21, 1:30 
p.m., with career counselor 
George Armstrong

•	 Flu Shot Clinic, Sept. 22, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m., call Alisha 
at 508-613-1334 to sign 
up.

•	 Rockland Trust Fraud 
Seminar, Sept. 22, 1 p.m.

•	 Hip Hop Square Dance, 
Sept. 23, 1 p.m., supported 
by Franklin Cultural 
Council

•	 Art Night Gallery, Sept. 
24, 5-7 p.m., check out art-
work by our seniors

•	 Eat around the World, 
Sept. 25, 11a.m., Hungary

•	 Pelvic Health, Sept. 29, 1 
p.m., presented by Accel-
erated Performance Reha-
bilitation

https://www.franklinma.gov/1430/2026-A-Wreath-of-Franklin
https://www.franklinma.gov/1430/2026-A-Wreath-of-Franklin
https://www.franklinma.gov/1430/2026-A-Wreath-of-Franklin
https://www.franklinma.gov/1430/2026-A-Wreath-of-Franklin
https://www.franklinma.gov/1430/2026-A-Wreath-of-Franklin
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With a New With a New SeasonSeason Comes a  Comes a 
New New ReasonReason for a Move! for a Move!

Lorraine Kuney Lorraine Kuney 508-380-9938508-380-9938
lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com

Why Lorraine?Why Lorraine?
30+ Yrs in Real Estate  30+ Yrs in Real Estate  ••   1000s of Transactions 1000s of Transactions

Licensed in 3 States  Licensed in 3 States  ••  Integrity, Honesty & 100% Full Service  Integrity, Honesty & 100% Full Service

Let Lorraine Kuney guide you with Let Lorraine Kuney guide you with 
selling or buying your home!selling or buying your home!

“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent”
#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023#1 Market Share in Franklin 2023

Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer Proud to be recognized by Boston Magazine & Real Trends as a 2024 Top Producer 

2 Dowingwood
Buyer Side

314 Pleasant4 Southgate Rd

208 South Main St.

4 Quail Run
Buyer Side

713 Washington

12 Terri Rd

19 Padden Road 2 Depoto
Buyer Side 

49 Palomino
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
ACTIVE

SOLD
ACTIVE

SOLD
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17 Longhill Rd. Franklin
For Sale

127 King St. U:209. Franklin
For Sale

74 Highwood Dr, #74. Franklin
Coming Soon

7 Dana Park. Hopedale
Coming Soon | Under Construction

15 Ridge Rd. Wrentham
For Sale

10 Homes Ave. Franklin
For Sale

62 Miller St. Franklin
For Sale

38 Morses Pond Rd. Wellesley
Coming Soon | Under Construction

Lot B, Burnside Ave. Seekonk
Under Construction

45 Jefferson Rd. Franklin
Coming Soon

Your       Choice for Buying & Selling!Your       Choice for Buying & Selling!

 55 & 57 A St. Franklin
For Sale  | Under Construction

Tammy Todaro-Lewis
Team Lead | Realtor

508-277-2977

Miranda Tvelia
Marketing | Realtor

802-777-0504

Joshua Tvelia
Realtor

774-254-1596

Danny Lewis
Builder | Associate Broker

508-509-7713

www.todaroteamhomes.com

The Todaro TeamThe Todaro Team

4 Willow St. Franklin
Coming Soon


