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South Gate Renovation Moves Forward
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Resident Tom Shewchuk examines a display of proposed South Gate Improvement concepts following the Aug. 18 Rancho

Murieta Association Board meeting.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The
long-awaited renovation of Rancho
Murieta’s South Gate entrance moved
closer to construction Aug. 18 as the
Rancho Murieta Association Board
reviewed updated design concepts
and authorized staff to proceed with

portions of the project that the main-
tenance department can complete.

Maintenance Manager Troy
Schaffner said the concepts presented
to the board build upon plans pre-
viously developed by Architectural
Review Manager Mark Parsons. The
large drawing displayed behind the
directors showed both a ground-level
view of the proposed entrance and an
overhead view.

Schaffner said Parsons had revised
the design of the archways over the
traffic lanes and proposed replacing
the entrance’s existing tile roofs with
pergola-style structures.

“The upper part of that draw-
ing there on the back wall behind
the directors is the top-down view
of that,” Schaffner said. “And you

can see that he’s changed the type of
Continued on page 4

A Meaningful Life, 104 Years in the Making
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About 900 members and guests of Rancho Murieta Community Church watch a video interview of Betty Thomas, who
celebrated her 104th birthday during the Church at the Lake outdoor worship service Aug. 23 at Lake Clementia Amphitheater.
The church used the same stage and sound equipment that had been in place for the ETC concert the previous evening.

Story and photos
by Gail Bullen
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - What
does it take to live a meaningful life?

On Sunday, Aug. 23, Rancho
Murieta Community Church found
one answer not only in the biblical
book of Ecclesiastes, but in the life of
Betty Fehman Thomas, whose 104th
birthday happened to coincide with
the church’s Church at the Lake out-
door worship service.

The coincidence inspired Pastor
Phil Fuller to weave her story into
his sermon on Ecclesiastes. A video
shown during the service chronicled

TheRiverValleyTimes.com

Betty Thomas, who celebrated her 104th
birthday Aug. 23, has lived with her
daughter, Maxine Feil, and her family in
Rancho Murieta since 2009.

her 104 years, from growing up in
Missouri and working as a wartime
aircraft rivet inspector to a lifetime
of faith that Fuller said made her “a
great illustration” of the biblical mes-
sage about living a meaningful life.

More than 900 people attended the
lakeside service overlooking Lake
Clementia, where the congregation
watched the video tribute before
Fuller continued his sermon.

“You know, if you want to know
how to make this life meaningful,
take it from somebody who’s lived
over a century,” Fuller told the con-
gregation. “Remember God, put

Continued on page 3

Careers
Take Flight

at Mather

Destination Aviation
gives students a
hands-on look at

aerospace and
STEM careers

Princess Stoebe was one
of four winners in the
California Capital Airshow'’s
2026 Destination Aviation
essay contest, earning an
introductory flight. Photo
courtesy of Mark E. Loper
Photography

By Ornella Rossi

MATHER, CA (MPG) - Princess
Stoebe had never flown an
airplane before Saturday.
By the time the Clarksville
Charter School sophomore
climbed out of the cockpit
at Mather Airport, a long-
time goal of becoming a
U.S. Air Force fighter pilot
had moved a little closer to
reality.

Stoebe was one of four
winners in the California
Capital Airshow’s 2026
Destination Aviation essay
contest, earning an intro-
ductory flight before a free
event that brought over 300
middle and high school
students to Hangar 6 on
Aug. 22 to explore careers
in aviation, aerospace and
science, technology, engi-
neering and math.

“l was delighted when
I found out | had won,”
Stoebe said. “It was my
first time flying, so that
was great. I’ve always
wanted to get into aviation,
but now it’s made me even
more determined.”

Destination Aviation,
part of the California
Capital Airshow’s year-
round youth outreach,
gave students ages 12 to
18 a chance to meet indus-
try professionals, try flight
simulators, examine air-
craft and vehicles, and
interact with working
aerospace equipment and
technology prototypes.

California Capital
Airshow CEO Darcy
Brewer said the program
is designed to show stu-
dents how broad aviation
and aerospace careers have
become and introduce
them to jobs they may not
yet know exist.

“If you can’t see it, you
can’t be it,” Brewer said.

Brewer said the orga-
nization has expanded its
youth programming as
technology has changed
the industry, with students
now learning about fields
including drones, electric
vertical takeoff aircraft,
sustainable fuels, autono-
mous systems and artificial
intelligence.

The event’s panel

Continued on page 2
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Correction for Aug. 21 Issue

Careers Ta
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Wells items Task Status Owner Next Action
Wells #5 WSC Final Report Received WSC n/a
Wells #8 Schneider's Free Water faread Ret:to Staff nfa
Pursue
Wells #1 & Water / Wells Assumptions /
Other #4/48/#13 ciatec WIP IWG / WWWG| Gated by Attorney
Wells #2 Recharge / Banking Not Started WVWG Gated by Attorney
Wells #7 Dunn Geo-Physics Proposal | Not Approved Board Additional Info ???
Wells #3/#10 & | Potable & Non-Potable Wells
Other #14 T 30% Done WVWG Gated by Wells #7
Wells #4 Wells Bid Package Not Started Staff Gated by Wells #3/#10
Test / Production Well
Other #5/#9/#11 Bgreaments Not Started Legal Gated by Attorney
Gated by Wells #3/#10
Wells #6 Wells Plan & Bids to IC Not Started |WVWG /staff] 2o ¢ by& ;45 /
Wells #9 Wells Site Acquisition Not Started Legal Gated by Wells #6
Clementia ltems Task Status Owner Next Action
Clementia #1/#5 Re-permitting Strategy Not Started WVWG Gated by Attorney
Clementia #2 Testing Strategy Not Started Staff Gated t;y; zll:mentla
Clementia #3A Re-permitting Plan Not Started WVWG Gted tmz:;mentla
Clementia #3B Testing Plan Not Started Staff Gated by Clementia #2
. . Gated by Clementia
Clementia #4 Cost Estimates Not Started Staff 43A/43B
Clementia #6 Decision Matrix to IC Not Started |WVWG / Staff] Gated by all above
Destination Aviation, part of the California Capital Airshow’s year-round youth outreach, gave Other ftoms Task Status Ovwner Next Action
students ages 12 to 18 a chance to meet industry professionals, try flight simulators, examine - Don't
aircraft and vehicles, and interact with working aerospace equipment. Photo courtesy of Mark Stherl Watar artnarshing Recommend e na
E. Loper Photography Other #10 Secure Water Attorney Done Board n/a
. . .. . . Other #15/#16 WVWG Charter / Matrix Done WVWG Board Affirmation
Continued from page 1 connections and gaining simulators, equipment and
included retired Air Force experience now by join_ techn0|ogy while Speaking Other #11 IWMP Data Agreement 70% Complete? IWG wWiIP
Col. Merryl Tengesdal, the  ing clubs or organizations  directly with professionals Other #6 UWMP Bid Package Not Started Staff Gated by Other #11
first and only Black woman Wlt_h _others who Sh?re about training, edqc_atlon Other #7 Water Use Audit 20% Complete |  WVWG Gated by Staff
to pilot the U-2 recon- their interests, att(_?ndl_ng and career opportunities. Other #1 New Recycled Water Usage | Not Started WVWG Gated by Other #7
naissance aircraft; Skye events such as Destination For Stoebe’s father, Other #3 Drought Contingency Plan Not Started TBD Gated by Many Items
Carapetyan of Siemens; Aviation and reaching out Alexander Stoebe, watch-
Lawrence Livermore 10 professionals in fields ing is Caughter take et gy ypG staff Times regrets the error.  voted 3:2 to disband the
National Laboratory M€Y opedotptérsute. tiy ﬂl]rs : '9 ¢ .eF“O”f Eja et The correct matrix Water Vision Working
research scientist Michael ~ €ncouragea students not to e value ot giving SAents - rpe  Ayg. 3 River graphic, above, was the ~Group at its Aug. 26 meet-

Zelinski; and Sacramento
City College Dean of
Technology and Innovation
Paul Estabrook.

Throughout the discus-
sion, panelists emphasized
that technical knowledge
is only part of preparing
for a career in aviation
or STEM. They encour-
aged students to strengthen
communication and inter-
personal skills, maintain
a positive attitude, arrive
on time and build a foun-
dation in subjects such as
math and physics.

Panelists also urged stu-
dents to begin building

be afraid to ask questions
or seek help as they work
toward their goals.

Sacramento County
Supervisor Rosario
Rodriguez told students
that seeing those careers
firsthand can turn curiosity
into a goal.

“It is one thing to watch
an aircraft fly overhead,”
Rodriguez said. “It is
another to stand beside it.
Meet the people who fly it
and maintain it and begin
to imagine yourself doing
the same thing.”

Beyond the panel, stu-
dents moved through
exhibits featuring aircraft,

that exposure.

“I’m very proud of her,”
he said. “It gives the kids
the opportunity to start, get
a feeling for it.”

The California Capital
Airshow has offered youth
programs since 2010.
Brewer said the free pro-
grams range from activities
for elementary school stu-
dents to internships and
scholarships for older
students.

The nonprofit’s annual
California Capital Airshow
is scheduled for Oct. 10-11,
with proceeds helping sup-
port its youth programs.

*

Valley Times attached the
wrong graphic showing
a Water Vision Working
Group matrix in a story
about Rancho Murieta
Community Services
District’s Improvement
Committee meeting. The
matrix assigns who or
what has responsibility for
the district’s major water
projects. The River Valley

group’s final reworking of
the staff’s version. The staff
version ran in the Aug. 21
issue. The main difference
was a description of Well
7, a proposal from Dunn
Engineering to explore for
new well sites using devel-
oper fees to pay for it. The
board rejected the proposal
3:2 earlier this year.

Board members also

ing. The matrix was left in
limbo. More details from
the board meeting can be
found online at theriverval-
leytimes.com. The 3:2 vote
at both meetings comprised
Board President John
Merchant and Directors
Linda Butler and Bill Gere
voting yes, with Directors
Randy Jenco and Tim
Maybee voting no. *
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From pump replacements
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If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide
professional inspection, repair,
and maintenance to ensure
your system operates efficiently
and reliably year-round.

Aztec Solar - We install and
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and
service provider.

solution for you!"

Whether you're buying your first
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A Meaningtful Life, 10

Continued from page 1

Him first in your life, keep
your eyes and your heart
focused on Him.”

Her story began Aug.
23, 1922, in Garden City,
Missouri. Raised in a
Christian home, Thomas
recalled that her mother
made sure the family never
missed church. As a teen-
ager, she was baptized at
First Baptist Church in
Garden City, an experience
she credits with shaping
the decisions she made
throughout her life.

“| think doing that when
| was a teenager, | knew
when to say no or when
to say yes,” she said in the
video. “I think that kept me
out of a lot of trouble.”

A self-described tomboy,
Thomas preferred climb-
ing trees with her brother
to learning to cook or sew
with her mother and sister.
Her daughter, Maxine Feil,
said the family later moved
through Arizona before
settling in California,
where Thomas graduated
from Phoenix Union High
School.

One of the video’s most
memorable stories centered
on her courtship with her
future husband, Charlie.

The two met at a
Valentine’s party at a
Baptist church in Prescott,
Arizona. At first, Thomas
wasn’t interested.

“I was still a cowboy,”
she recalled with a smile.

When Charlie asked to
drive her home, she refused
to ride alone with him,
insisting that a girlfriend
come along. Later, when
he proudly offered to pick
her up in a friend’s car, she
again declined because she
hardly knew him. Instead,
the two walked across
town together, and he came

back to see her every night
after that.

World War 1l interrupted
their romance. Charlie
entered the Army expect-
ing to serve one year, but
remained in the South
Pacific for nearly four
years. When he finally
returned unexpectedly,
Thomas was at her moth-
er’s home in California,
wearing hair curlers.

“l couldn’t look any
worse,” she laughed. “But
he still loved me.”

Three days later, on
Easter Sunday, April 1
1945, they were married.

During World War I,
Thomas worked as a rivet
inspector on Lockheed
P-38 fighter planes, mak-
ing sure every rivet on the
aircraft wings met exact-
ing standards before the
planes left the factory.
After the war, she built a
31-year career with Bank
of America, advancing
from teller to branch man-
ager in Orange County.

Thomas and her husband
raised daughters Karen
and Maxine in Santa Ana,
where they were active
members of Bristol Street
Southern Baptist Church,
volunteering in the nurs-
ery and with young adults.
After Charlie died in 1976,
Thomas moved to Las
Vegas to live with her sis-
ter before joining Maxine
in Rancho Murieta in
2009. Until failing eye-
sight slowed her down, she
enjoyed gardening, mow-
ing the lawn and pruning
roses. She remains active
in church Bible studies
and treasures time with
her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Throughout the video,
however, Thomas repeat-
edly returned to the role

354-9339 |

4 Years in the Making

Pastor Phil Fuller preaches from the biblical book of Ecclesiastes during the Church at the Lake outdoor worship service on Aug.
23 at Lake Clementia Amphitheater.

faith has played throughout
her life.

“Prayer is very, very
important,” she said. “I
talk with God. He’s on
my mind all the time.
Everything | do, | think,
‘Well, God, would You
approve of this? Would
You approve of that?” It’s
just normal.”

She said she ends each
day by reciting the Lord’s
Prayer.

“It just seems necessary
to wrap it up for the eve-
ning,” she said.

Fuller said he had
planned to preach on
Ecclesiastes Chapter 12,
which urges believers to
remember their Creator
throughout life. When he
realized the service would
fall on her 104th birth-
day, he believed her life
beautifully illustrated the
message.

Rather than a private
birthday party, Feil said her
mother wanted to celebrate
by sharing the day with the
congregation.

“This was her party,”
Feil wrote. “She was

20 minute drive from Folsg
El Dorado Hills "

BettyThomas and her daughter Maxlne Fe|I pose with family members foIIowmg the Church
at the Lake service. From left are great-grandson Caden Metoyer, grandson Brandon Feil, great-
granddaughter Ava Morgado and granddaughter-in-law April Feil.

alone.

“I’ve had a very mean-
ingful life,” she said. “I’'m
very, very happy.” *

glad to be at ‘Church at
the Lake’ and share with For Thomas, the mea-
everybody. It was a perfect sure of a meaningful life
day being with friends and did not come in years

her family.”
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South Gate Renovation Moves Forward

Continued from page 1
archway entrance that there
would be for traffic, along
with the type of roof that’s
being proposed, changing,
frankly, the existing tile
that’s there now to this per-
gola style.”

The project would
update the entrance’s
architecture and landscap-
ing while reducing water
use. The earlier concept
reviewed by the board in
May called for removing
turf, installing shrubs and
perennial plants, resur-
facing the entrance walls
with stucco, incorporating
stacked stone and adding a
smaller water feature. The
color palette and stone-
work were intended to
create greater visual con-
sistency between the North
and South gates.

During the members’
open forum, resident Tom
Shewchuk questioned
whether a water fea-
ture should remain in the
design.

“A water feature when
this community is worried
about water might not be
the right message to send
to the community,” he
said. Shewchuk also asked
whether the redesigned
entrance would use recy-
cled water to irrigate the
new landscaping, as was
done at the North Gate.

Schaffner said staff
would like to move ahead
during the current budget
year with demolition and
other work that could be
performed before the com-
plete design is constructed.
That work includes
underground electrical
improvements and irriga-
tion connections.

“We would like to try
to move forward with

RANCHO  MURIETA

il

B

A conceptual drawing presented to the Rancho Murieta Association Board on Aug. 18 shows overhead and ground-level views of proposed South Gate

improvements.

some of the other aspects
of working on that, which
would be part of our bud-
get for this year,” Schaffner
said. “All those demoli-
tion-type things and some
of the electrical under-
ground installation aspects
of it, some of the irrigation
connections that would still
fit into this year’s budget.”

Several images were pre-
sented to help directors and
residents visualize the pos-
sibilities. The first showed
the South Gate as it appears
today. The second was a
more realistic rendering
of Parsons’ architectural
drawing. Another version
added proposed lighting
and landscaping.

The final image offered a
variation that would retain
the general shape of the

existing wall rather than
reconstructing it in a sub-
stantially different form.

Schaffner said that alter-
native would involve
resurfacing the wall with
the stucco proposed by
Parsons and adding the
proposed roof treatment,
stonework and updated
lighting.

Landscaping would con-
sist primarily of native
plants, with possible par-
ticipation from community
groups interested in help-
ing with the project.

“The final image there
that I’m talking about now
would continue the cur-
rent shape, but it would
be refaced and would be
brought more up to date
and have some more up-to-
date lighting included,”

Schaffner said.

That option, he added,
“would possibly be a little
bit cheaper and maybe pos-
sibly faster to put together
for us.”

Schaffner said all of the
concepts were being pre-
sented for the board’s
consideration and did not
indicate that a final design
had been selected.

Board President Patrick
O’Hern emphasized that
staff had already performed
extensive site preparation,
although residents driving
through the entrance might
not recognize how much
had been accomplished.

“Some people have gone
by and said, ‘When are
you going to start that?’”
O’Hern said. “And actu-
ally, that’s been done and

it’s leveled off so it would
look halfway decent when
you pull in. Some peo-
ple don’t realize that they
did weeks and weeks and
weeks of work to try and
get that to where it is right
now.”

The board unanimously
authorized the maintenance
department to proceed with
portions of the project it
can complete, including
demolition and site prepa-
ration; concrete, wall and
planter work; electrical and
irrigation improvements;
landscape preparation; and
the installation of plants,
decorative rock, bark and
related materials.

North Gate Repairs
In a separate action,
the board unanimously

approved sending a pro-
posal from CRBR for
repairs to the North Gate
entrance to RMA’s insur-
ance carrier for review.

The entrance was dam-
aged when a vehicle
struck the structure shortly
before midnight May 17.
Schaffner said CRBR’s
proposal was significantly
less expensive than a sec-
ond proposal and that a
structural engineer had pre-
pared the scope of work.

General Manager Vicky
Lentz said the proposal
was somewhat higher
than the insurance carri-
er’s initial estimate. She
said RMA’s carrier would
pursue reimbursement
from the responsible party
through subrogation. *
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Making Every Beat Count

Metro Fire strengthens the chain of survival with HeartSafe Community initiative

S
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Since October, Metro Fire has trained nearly 1,600 people in hands-only CPR, compared with

about 100 people annually in previous years. Photos courtesy of Sacramento Metro Fire District

By Ornella Rossi

SACRAMENTO REGION, CA
(MPG) - When every second
counts, Sacramento Metro
Fire wants more neighbors
ready to answer the call.

A 19-year-old heard an
alert on his phone, jumped
on his e-bike and raced to a
nearby park. Someone was
in cardiac arrest. Before
paramedics arrived, he
began CPR.

For Sacramento
Metropolitan Fire District
officials, that response rep-
resents exactly what they
hope to build across the
region: a community where
ordinary residents are pre-
pared to help save a life.

Through its HeartSafe
Community initiative
and Citizen Responders
Project, Sacramento Metro
Fire is working to improve
survival rates from sudden
cardiac arrest by expanding
access to automated exter-
nal defibrillators, or AEDs,
increasing CPR training
and encouraging residents
to use the PulsePoint AED
app.

“Before any professional

is actually helping, that is
when the majority of peo-
ple are dying,” said Capt.
James Ellis, who helps lead
the initiative. “The big-
gest bang for our buck, the
thing that you can do to
save most lives, is that time
period from the incident
until we get on scene.”

The effort officially
launched in 2025, but Ellis
said the idea began years
earlier after his cousin
survived a cardiac arrest
while working as a white-
water rafting guide on the
American River.

“He recognized some-
thing was wrong, grabbed
an AED from his raft and
collapsed moments later.
Crew members performed
CPR and used the device to
restart his heart,” said Ellis.

The experience led Ellis
to explore why AEDs
were often locked inside
buildings and unavailable
when parks and pub-
lic spaces were closed.
As he researched solu-
tions, he discovered
the national HeartSafe
Community model and
realized Sacramento could

benefit from a coordinated
approach.

At the same time, Metro
Fire data showed cardiac
arrest survival rates in the
greater Sacramento region
were below the national
average.

Metro Fire formed
a working group that
includes Ellis, Community
Relations Specialist April
West and Director of
Government Affairs Kyle
Macdonald. The team pre-
sented the concept to the
district’s board last fall and
received strong support.

“We really do view this
as an agency priority,”
Macdonald said. “This
is something that we’re
excited to keep working
on.”

One major focus is
expanding public access
to AEDs. In November,
the Cordova Recreation
& Park District and
Sacramento Metro Fire
celebrated the instal-
lation of the district’s
first publicly accessible
AED cabinet at Hagan
Community Park. In May,
members of Leadership
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Looking ahead, Metro Fire hopes to train more residents, expand AED access in schools and

residential neighborhoods.

Citrus Heights class also
unveiled an AED at Rusch
Park as part of their class
project. Additional devices
have since been installed
at parks throughout the
region.

Metro Fire currently
knows of nine publicly
accessible AED locations,
most of them in parks, and
expects that number to
continue growing.

The district is also
building an AED regis-
try through the PulsePoint
app. Residents can use the
app to locate nearby AEDs,
while trained users can
receive alerts when a car-
diac arrest occurs nearby.

“If we can drastically
increase the number of
people using the app,
we’re going to increase
the chance that people are
going to survive,” Ellis
said.

Education is another key

component.

Without CPR, sur-
vival chances decrease by
roughly 10% every min-
ute after a cardiac arrest.
Metro Fire officials say
bystander CPR can signifi-
cantly improve outcomes,
and combining CPR with
an AED can improve sur-
vival rates even more.

Since October, Metro
Fire has trained nearly
1,600 people in hands-only
CPR, compared with about
100 people annually in pre-
vious years.

“We can train anybody
to do hands-only CPR in
10 minutes or less,” Ellis
said.

Fear is often the biggest
barrier, officials said.

“People are not afraid to
act. They’ve never been in
that situation. They don’t
know how they’re going to
act,” Ellis said.

His message to hesitant

bystanders is simple: do
something.

“If somebody doesn’t
make that call, that person
doesn’t have a chance,” he
said. “Think about it if it’s
your loved one or yourself.
What would you want?”

Looking ahead, Metro
Fire hopes to train more
residents, expand AED
access in schools and
neighborhoods, and even-
tually help communities
throughout the district earn
HeartSafe Community
recognition.

“We know we can’t do
this alone,” Macdonald
said. “The more we can
create awareness and
demystify CPR and AEDs
for folks, the better. This is
really about helping create
a safer community.”

For more information
and to get involved visit
metrofire.ca.gov/citizen-re-
sponders. *
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SAC COUNTY

Vote Early and Vote by Malil

Ballots begin to arrive by
mail. Official Ballot Drop
Boxes are now open.

Close of registration.
Register today!

11-Day Vote Centers open
through Election Day.

All Vote Centers open
through Election Day.

Election Day! Last day
to turn in your ballot.

Election Information

November 3, 2026, General Election

Vote Early! Don’t wait for Election Day.

Take advantage of early voting and avoid the lines!
You can return your ballot in the mail, at any
Official Ballot Drop Box, or at any Vote Center. No
postage is necessary.

Track your Ballot!

Sign up for “Where’s My Ballot?” with BallotTrax, a
free ballot-tracking and alert system. It is available
to all voters who wish to track the status of their
Vote by Mail ballot from printed to accepted. Scan
the QR code or visit www.wheresmyballot.com

Vote Early!
Vote by Mail.

Visit www.elections.saccounty.gov or call toll-free (800) 762-8019
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Kings Korner

SACRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

Welcome Ben Simmons

By V.G. Harris

Many of you have now been Sacramento
Kings fans for literally decades, and discus-
sions of playoffs have been a topic rarely
heard in the city of Sacramento.

Enter new GM Scott Perry who has been
promising changes with regard to bad drafts
and trades that don’t make sense.

Although Perry has made a couple of
moves that | strongly disagree with, the jury
is largely still out as he has begun in earnest
his quote, “rebuild.”

DeAaron Fox was traded not on his watch,
but make no mistake about it, the decision
to bring on the first overall pick in the 2016
draft is all about Scott Perry.

Sink or swim, the acquisition of Ben
Simmons, albeit for only one year and a price
tag of only 3.5 million, lands entirely in the
lap of Scott Perry.

Just a week ago in this column | wrote that
the possibility existed that the Kings may
have interest in signing Simmons, who has
had a checkered past to say the least, and now
the suspense is over, and Ben Simmons is
now about to become a full-fledged member
of the Sacramento Kings family.

I am an ardent believer that any player
attempting a comeback deserves his opportu-
nity to allow the fan base see what he has in
the tank, and I for one will not root against
this player that has literally been injury prone
for the entirety of his 10-year NBA career.

It is rare that an organization has the
opportunity to acquire a player drafted No.
1 overall, and in the case of 6-foot-10 Ben
Simmons he is coming to the Kings after sit-
ting out the entire 2025-26 season.

The prevailing problem has been related
to back issues for Simmons, but according to
Simmons himself, he wasn’t going to try and
mount a comeback until he was “bulletproof.”

The Kings recently worked out Simmons in
Sacramento, and he had a meeting with Scott
Perry that obviously went well.

Simmons stats are not eyepopping, but
certainly worthy of taking note. Over a
10-year career spent with three teams,
Simmons had a scoring average of just over
13 points per game, seven rebounds, seven

assists and 1.5 steals.

To his credit, although most widely noted for
missing games due to injury, Simmons made
the all-star team one time, and in 2021 was
runner up for the defensive player of the year.

Aside from the perpetual injury bug,
if there is one knock on this otherwise
talented big man, it is his abysmal free throw
shooting.

At an astonishing low 59 percent, he brings
back memories of another talented big man
who couldn’t make free throws by the name
of Wilt Chamberlain. Wilt shot an almost
unbelievable 51 percent from the charity
strip, and like Shaquille Oneal he was known
for his inability to make free throws when it
counted.

Sadly, Ben Simmons is coming to a team
that is typically dead last in free throw shoot-
ing, so who on the Kings team is going to
step up and teach this 10-year veteran how to
improve in an area that he clearly knows lit-
tle about?

The Kings coaching staff?

If you thought all eyes were on Darius
Acuff Jr., wait till you see Ben Simmons take
the floor for the Sacramento Kings.

As | said before, | refuse to root against
Simmons regardless of past problems, and
I don’t believe the Kings would sign him to
a contract of any length if they thought he
wasn’t 100 percent healthy.

| want to close my eyes and imagine what
a healthy Ben Simmons looks like playing
alongside Domantas Sabonis, with a talented
rookie point guard distributing the ball, and
two capable three-point shooters on the wings
in Zach Lavine and Keegan Murray.

Does this new lineup have potential?
Absolutely it does, and once again it boils
down to staying away from injuries and
allowing a group of very talented players to
develop chemistry and do what they do.

If you’re an ardent Kings fan it’s almost
impossible not to get excited.

Look for an opening night that Sacramento
hasn’t seen in years, and all of a sudden ticket
sales just went up!

Stay tuned Kings fans because there is
more to come.

All the best! *

California’s Political Hopefuls Remain Silent on
State’s Job Losses, Unemployment

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

In two months California
voters will elect a governor,
fill several other statewide
offices and choose a new
class of state legislators and
members of Congress.

The aspirants for those
positions are making all
sorts of promises to win
voters’ approval. But few,
if any, have mentioned a
slow-motion menace affect-
ing a fundamental facet of
life: jobs.

The state has never fully
recovered from the virtual
shutdown of the economy
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. It still has more than
a million unemployed work-
ers. Its unemployment rate
continues to be the highest,
or nearly so, of any state.
And its signature economic
sectors, such as high tech
and film production, have
been shedding jobs for sev-
eral years.

As ominous as those data
points sound, a deeper dive
into employment data reveals
an even darker reality.

“California’s labor market
is holding up, but its foun-
dations remain troublingly
narrow,” Justin Niakamal,
research manager at Beacon
Economics, said in a recent
overview of the state’s econ-
omy. Healthcare is the only
sector with strong employ-
ment gains, he noted.

While healthcare jobs are
welcome, they are highly
dependent on spending by

federal and state govern-
ments, and both have been
cutting back. Moreover,
while healthcare is a service
industry, it does not create
added-value wealth the way
technology, film production
and agriculture do.

Back to the data.

California’s stubbornly
high unemployment rate
— 5.1% in July — was
second-highest among the
states, behind Connecticut
and Oregon, both at 5.2%.
The rate is the percentage
of the labor force that is not
employed, even in part-time
work, during the month.

The size of the labor force,
as well as the unemploy-
ment figure, are important
to note. Over the previous
year, California’s labor force
— people who are working
or seeking work — declined
by 286,300, according to
the monthly Employment
Development Department
report.

To some extent, the labor
force decline masks the
actual decline in employ-
ment. Moreover, the widely
quoted unemployment figure
is simplistic: Even if some-
one is paid for working just
a few hours in a month, he or
she is counted as employed.

The federal Bureau of
Labor Statistics makes sev-
eral other computations of
employment that are more
sophisticated. One, called
U-6, measures underemploy-
ment. It takes into account
workers who want to work
full time but can only find
part-time work, as well as
those who are “marginally
attached” to the labor force.

California’s U-6 rate is a
much more realistic mea-
sure of the job picture. It
was calculated at 10.3% in
June, easily the highest of
any state.

The bureau also calculated

U-6 for New York City and
Los Angeles County because
their populations are larger
than many states. New
York’s rate was 10.2% while
Los Angeles’ was 12.1%.

Those are high num-
bers but may still understate
what’s happening — or not
— in California’s job market.

The Ludwig Institute for
Shared Economic Prosperity
takes the U-6 underem-
ployment calculation even
further. It discounts jobs,
even full-time work, that
pay less than a living wage,
which it pegs at $26,000 a
year. It calls its number the
“true rate of unemployment,”
saying it measures “func-
tional unemployment.”

As one might suspect,
Ludwig’s calculations for
California — reported by
major metropolitan area —
are very high, especially in
rural communities where
agriculture is a primary
source of jobs.

California’s highest “true
unemployment” rate, accord-
ing to Ludwig, is in Redding
(67.4%). Other rural or
semi-rural communities fall
into the 50%-65% range. But
some urban regions see high
rates as well, such as 53.8%
in the Los Angeles-Long
Beach-Anaheim metropoli-
tan area.

Only a few regions are
under 50%.

Given these numbers,
one might expect that
California’s officeholders
and office seekers would
be telling us how they will
respond. They are not.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. *

Social Security Matters

Why change Social Security
now? It's a working “Ponzi

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: Maybe
everybody has the same
reaction that | do to Social
Security insolvency. | do
not understand a system
that has been basically run
like a Ponzi Scam since its
Inception; why have you
decided (in 2026-2027) that
now is the time to change a
perfectly good Ponzi Scam.
In all reality, this began
with Babylon. I’'m sure that
if you searched the meaning
of the words “Babylonian
money magic,” you would
understand what 1’m talking
about. If this is as good as
the Earth has, why would
you mess with a perfectly
rotten thing. Why would
you decide to change cur-
rencies to some sort of
fragile digital currency?
Signed: Skeptical Senior

Dear Skeptical Senior:
You touch on an item that
the AMAC Foundation
has dealt with many times
over the years, specifi-
cally the notion that Social
Security has the character-
istics of a Ponzi Scheme.
Our position in response
to that notion is that Social
Security was created and
operated with full trans-
parency, with its financial

status, formulas, and long-
term deficits completely and
publicly documented, and
reported to the President
and Congress annually.
Unlike the infamous Charles
Ponzi, the government has a
permanent pool of contrib-
utors through mandatory
FICA and SECA (self-em-
ployment) payroll taxes
and is designed to remain
in operation infinitely as
long as there’s a taxpay-
ing workforce. Moreover,
the Social Security system
is overseen by Congress,
specifically the Senate
Finance Committee and
the House Ways and
Means Committee, and the
Government Accountability
Office (GAO). The Social
Security Administration
is subject to routine hear-
ings by these congressional
overseers and maintains an
independent Office of the
Inspector General to ensure
the integrity of its financial
operations.

Contrary to Ponzi vic-
tims, all participants retiring
from the workforce (and
their dependents) recover
their Social Security con-
tributions via benefit
payments, some more than
others based on their level
of participation in the sys-
tem. Also, contrary to Ponzi
Schemes, Social Security
was designed as a social
insurance system and has
operated successfully in that
mode for over nine decades.

What raises the notion
of a Ponzi Scheme com-
parison these days is the
looming insolvency fac-
ing Social Security just six

years from now. This finan-
cial problem, however, has
nothing to do with fraud.
Rather, it is a function of
workforce demographics
and the fact that Congress
has long deferred correc-
tive action on a problem
that has been known for the
past four decades. We some-
times hear well intended
(but sometimes uninformed)
comments from some
Washington politicians
invoking the Ponzi Scheme
reference, but we believe
that Congress is finally
waking up to the urgency.
And we also believe
Congress is now starting
to move seriously to set a
course for correction in time
to ward off the impact of
insolvency. AMAC is proud
to be a part of the collective
thinking currently surfac-
ing, and our Social Security
Guarantee is in play as a
plan to be considered.

We invite you to review
our SS reform plan (at
https://amac.us/social-secu-
rity-guarantee) and likewise
to stay tuned to our Social
Security Report website
(https://socialsecurityreport.
org/) where we post regu-
lar updates on a variety of
matters pertaining to Social
Security and retirement.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not represent
legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association
(NSSA). *
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President Trump’s tar-
iffs aren’t popular, but
he’s found a way to make
them even less so -- a
trade war with America’s
most inoffensive ally.

When one thinks of
countries that deserve to
be subjected to a steady
stream of insults (it’s
Lake America now, not
Lake Ontario) and a
punishing regime of tar-
iffs, Canada is far down
the list.

Ottawa has been a loy-
al, if occasionally annoy-
ing, friend of the United
States for nearly 100
years. The presence of
a well-meaning country
with similar values along
the 5,000-mile border to
our north is a gigantic
geostrategic blessing, al-
though one that is appar-
ently lost on President
Trump.

Both sides deserve
blame for the breakdown
in negotiations, but news
reports suggest it was the
U.S. that made addition-
al demands at the 11th
hour. Now both sides are
imposing new duties on
the other, and Trump is
threatening 50% tariffs on
all Canadian cars, trucks
and parts beginning in the
new year.

It is certainly true that
we can impose more pain
on the Canadians than
they can on us and grind
them down economical-
ly. We can also land the
101st Airborne in Nova
Scotia. But why would
we want to do it?

The contention with
Canada is characteristic
of Trump’s economically

A Foolhardy Conflict
with an Inoffensive Ally

senseless, legally dubious
and politically harmful
push to tariff everything
and everyone he can.

Trump’s imposition of
all these duties -- often
relying on strained inter-
pretations of U.S. stat-
utes -- has run directly
counter to his promise
in the 2024 campaign to
reduce prices, a pledge
central to his victory. Al-
though the administration
maintains that the cost of
tariffs isn’t passed on to
U.S. consumers -- instead
borne by foreign coun-
tries and producers -- its
actions implicitly con-
cede the opposite.

The administration ex-
cluded an array of consum-
er electronics from new
reciprocal tariffs on China
to avoid unpopular price
increases, and it lifted tar-
iffs on a long list of food-
stuffs late last year. Twice
this year, including about a
week ago, the administra-
tion widened exceptions
for beef imports. If tariffs
were genuinely cost-free,
none of this would have
been deemed necessary by
the most protectionist ad-
ministration since that of
Herbert Hoover.

A chief argument for
tariffs is that they will
revive American man-
ufacturing. Even if this
is true, it’s a long-term
play, whereas the disrup-
tion from tariffs is expe-
rienced immediately. It’s
also a questionable prop-
osition; increasing the
price of imported goods
used in manufacturing,
which is the effect of the
scattershot tariffs, doesn’t
do U.S. producers any fa-
vors. It is telling that the
National Association of
Manufacturers  opposes
the sweeping tariffs.

Polling consistently

finds that the duties are
unpopular. Majorities op-
pose Trump’s handling of
the issue, and the public
believes that the tariffs
have increased prices and
should be lowered. The
trade war with Canada in
particular fares poorly.
A YouGov survey found
that 62% of people op-
pose the imposition of
50% tariffs on many Ca-
nadian imports.

At the end of the day,
Trump has chosen a
long-standing ideological
goal and his legacy over
his short-term political
standing. He has advocat-
ed for major tariffs for de-
cades and has finally got-
ten them. They are likely
to endure, even if they
hurt now. His most prob-
able Republican succes-
sor, J.D. Vance, presum-
ably wouldn’t roll them
back, and the Democratic
candidate in 2028 might
be equally protectionist.
Regardless, it’s going
to be difficult for future
presidents to give up the
revenue generated by
the duties.

And so a president who
campaigned on lowering
prices has embraced a
policy that, at the mar-
gins, increases them. Un-
less things are smoothed
over with our Friendly
Neighbor to the North,
there will be more where
that came from -- in a
dispute with a country
that no one considers an
economic threat to the
United States.

If the midterms end up
sending a broad message
of discontent, the tariffs
will surely be a reason
why.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Emissions Reduction Plan Approved
by California Air Resources Board

Sacramento Metropolitan Air
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The California Air
Resources Board (CARB) has approved
the South Sacramento Florin Community
Emissions Reduction Plan (CERP), mark-
ing a major milestone in the Sac Metro
Air District’s ongoing partnership with the
community to reduce exposure to air pol-
lution and improve public health.

The CERP was developed through the
Air District’s Community Air Protection
Program, established by Assembly Bill
617 (C. Garcia, 2017), which focuses
additional air quality resources and
strategies in communities disproportion-
ately impacted by air pollution. South
Sacramento-Florin was selected by CARB
for development of a CERP in 2024.

Over the past two years, the Air
District has worked closely with the
South Sacramento-Florin Community
Steering Committee to identify local
air quality concerns, establish priorities
and develop strategies to reduce emis-
sions and exposure. The resulting CERP
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CARB’s approval moves the CERP from
planning into implementation, allowing the
Air District, community members and partner
agencies to advance the strategies identified
through the community planning process.
Photo courtesy of Sacramento Metropolitan Air

reflects community input and establishes
a roadmap for actions addressing sources
of air pollution affecting neighborhoods
throughout South Sacramento-Florin.
“CARB’s approval demonstrates what
is possible when state and local partners
come together with a shared commit-
ment to cleaner air,” said Eric Guerra,
CARB Board member, Sac Metro Air
District director and City of Sacramento
mayor pro tem. “This plan gives us a clear
framework for moving from identifying

problems to delivering solutions. We have
a responsibility to make sure the commit-
ments in this plan are backed by sustained
resources, strong partnerships and clear
results.”

CARB’s approval moves the CERP
from planning into implementation, allow-
ing the Air District, community members
and partner agencies to advance the strat-
egies identified through the community
planning process.

“This approval marks a pivotal
moment in our ability to serve the
South Sacramento-Florin commu-
nity,” said Sarah Aquino, Sac Metro Air
District Board chair and Folsom City
Councilmember. “The CERP gives us a
community-driven roadmap for addressing
local air quality concerns. We now have an
opportunity to deliver tangible air quality
improvements that respond directly to the
priorities residents have identified. With
CARB’s approval and continued state
funding, our focus now turns to implemen-
tation and working together to translate
community priorities into measurable
actions that reduce emissions, improve air

quality and protect public health.”

Implementation will require contin-
ued coordination among the Air District,
CARB, local and regional agencies, com-
munity organizations, businesses and
residents. Continued state funding also
will be necessary to achieve all elements
of the plan.

“I’m proud to see a plan shaped by
the voices of South Sacramento-Florin
residents move forward,” said Patrick
Kennedy, Sac Metro Air District Director
and County of Sacramento supervisor.
“People in this community have been tell-
ing us for years what they need to breathe
cleaner air and live in healthier neighbor-
hoods. This is an opportunity to listen,
invest and act—and to make sure the
benefits of this work are felt in the neigh-
borhoods that have carried the greatest
burden of pollution.”

CERRP strategies are categorized in four
areas: urban planning and mobile sources,
residential sources, commercial sources,
and outreach. Implementation will be
phased and run through 2031. More infor-
mation at AirQuality.org/CAP. *

SECURITY LOGS

Following is a summary
of activity for the Rancho
Murieta Community
Services District Security
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log
entries are condensed. For
full security log details,
go to the CSD website at
rmcesd.com.

Aug. 19

3 p.m., North Gate
reported a golf cart col-
lision with the middle
resident lane gate arm.
The golf cart struck the
gate arm, knocking it from
its bracket, and continued
into Murieta North without
stopping.

Patrol responded and
repositioned the gate arm.
Multiple attempts to reset
the gate were unsuccessful,
and the lane was blocked
pending further inspection
or repair.

At approximately 3:20
p.m., the golf cart owner
contacted Dispatch and
advised that the driver
became scared after the
collision and continued to
the residence.

Patrol contacted the
driver, who reported no
injuries or damage to the
golf cart.

Aug. 20
3:02 p.m., Report of
an opossum pup that had

fallen into a pool and was
unable to get out. Patrol
responded and safely
removed the animal from
the pool, placing it near
the other pups in the
area. Sacramento County
Animal Control was noti-
fied and was en route
to trap and relocate the
animals.

6:38 p.m., Report of
door-to-door solicitation
in the area of Trinidad
Drive and Guadalupe
Drive. Upon arrival, Patrol
located the subject solic-
iting at Camino Del Sol.
Subject described as a
WMA with black hair,
black-framed glasses,
black polo, and blue shorts.

RMCSD contacted the
subject and advised him
of the No Soliciting reg-
ulation. Subject initially
attempted to identify him-
self as a resident. Subject
was issued a trespass warn-
ing and directed to leave
the community.

Subject complied with-
out incident. Patrol
escorted the subject out of
the community as he trav-
eled by hoverboard. At
approximately 6:40 p.m.,
the subject exited into the
Bel Air parking lot.

7:56 p.m., Report
of a possible door-to-
door solicitor in Murieta

South. South Gate Officer
observed a male adult
entering the community on
a hoverboard. The subject
matched the description of
the individual involved in
the earlier solicitation inci-
dent. Patrol located a black
Nissan \ersa, believed to
be associated with the sub-
ject, parked at the RMCSD
Administration Building.

Patrol subsequently
located the subject attempt-
ing to solicit in the 15000
block of Reynosa Drive.
The subject was confirmed
to be the same individual
from the earlier incident.
Patrol escorted the sub-
ject out of the community
and contacted him near
his vehicle at the RMCSD
Administration Building.
The subject was issued a
verbal criminal trespass
warning and advised not
to return to the community.
Subject stated he under-
stood the warning, entered
his vehicle, and departed
westbound on Jackson
Road.

8:17 p.m., Report of

a tree service vendor
performing work after per-
mitted work hours. Upon
arrival at Via Del Cerrito,
Patrol contacted the ven-
dor, advised them of
permitted work hours, and
requested that all work

cease. Vendor complied,
cleaned the work site and
departed the community.

Aug. 24

7:10 p.m., Report of two
subjects panhandling in the
area of the Country Store
and Bel Air Plaza. Subjects
described as a male adult
and female adult. Patrol
located the male at Bel
Air Plaza, made contact,
and requested that he leave
the area. Subject com-
plied without incident. The
female was located near
the intersection of Jackson
Road. and Murieta Drive.
Both subjects subsequently
departed the area in a silver
Acura.

7:13 p.m., Report of a
contractor working after
permitted work hours
over the past several days.
Reporting party requested
Patrol contact the contrac-
tor and advise them of the
work-hours regulation. At
approximately 7:05 p.m.,
Patrol contacted the tree
service contractor work-
ing at Via Del Cerrito and
advised them of permit-
ted work hours. Contractor
stated they were finished
and preparing to leave.
Patrol remained in the
area until the contractor
departed at approximately
7:15 p.m.

9:02 p.m., Report of a
water leak in the front yard
of Rio Oso Drive. Upon
arrival, Patrol observed
water slowly seeping from
what appeared to be a
water meter box and run-
ning into the street. Patrol
was unable to determine
which meter was leaking.
Request made for RMCSD
Water Department to
respond on Aug. 25 for
evaluation.

11:50 p.m., Patrol
located an occupied red
Honda Accord in the Lake
Clementia parking lot
after park hours. Vehicle
was in violation of RMA
Rule IX, Section 2 - Park
Hours. Patrol contacted the
driver and advised them of
the park-hours violation.
Driver agreed to leave and
departed the area without
further incident.

Aug. 25

5:52 p.m., South Gate
Officer reported a vehicle
collision with the inner res-
ident gate arm. The vehicle
continued into Murieta
South without stopping.
Review of traffic cam-
era footage identified a
Ford Explorer. The vehi-
cle followed too closely
behind the vehicle ahead
and did not allow the gate
arm to fully cycle between
vehicles. The vehicle

subsequently made contact
with the gate arm, knock-
ing it out of its bracket.
Patrol identified and con-
tacted the driver at their
residence.

The driver provided
all required information,
including driver’s license,
vehicle registration and
proof of insurance.

The driver reported no
damage to the vehicle. The
inner resident gate arm
sustained no damage and
remained in good working
condition.

Aug. 26

10:38 a.m., Patrol
responded to the area of
Caretta Lane regarding
a suspicious odor. Upon
arrival, the odor was deter-
mined to be from a nearby
BBQ smoker. No hazards
were identified.

Aug. 31

5:51 p.m., Patrol
observed a group of six
individuals fishing along
the west shore of Lake
Chesbro. An individual
was observed discarding
an aluminum can in the
grass and leaving it behind.
Patrol contacted the associ-
ated resident and requested
that the guest retrieve the
trash. The guest complied
without incident, and the
group departedthe area. *
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THESE GUYS?

Insurance Companies Know
Them Because They Have

Paid Them

Hundreds of Millions of Dollars

Glenn Guenard
& Ross Bozarth

are dedicated to the victims of accidents.
We help with serious injuries that require serious representation.
We are the Law Offices Of Guenard & Bozarth.

We have over 80 years of experience on our legal team...
experienced law firm in Elk Grove. If you are looking for results Call
GB Legal 24/7/365 at 916-714-7672 or visit ghlegal.com

The Law Offices of Guenard & Bozarth
represent injured people.
Our Office is located at 8830 Elk Grove Blvd.
in the heart of Elk Grove.
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“HOME EQUIT

Line of Credit Loan

Member

FDIC

NMLSR ID 479256

6.75%

Initial APR

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

www.eldoradosavingsbank.com
RANCHO MURIETA - 7185 Murieta Drive + 916-354-2661
ELK GROVE - 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. * 916-685-3936
SHELDON - 8973 Grant Line Road ¢ 916-686-0200

5 Year FIXED RATE

CHECK THE EL DORADO ADVANTAGE:

v FIXED RATE for 5 Years v Local Processing & Servicing
¥ v No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;

v Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
v Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
v/ Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

€71, DORADO SAVINGS BANK

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years

Se Habla omos
Espaiiol LENDER

for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times
ﬂ Facebook: @therivervalleytimes

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.125%. The maximum APR that can
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is closed within
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms.

Vocar2R

A Veteran
TODAY
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

PURCHASE * REFINANCE

FIXED RATE LOANS

15 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan 30 Year Term Fixed Rate Loan J O h n Tay | O r
RATE APR RATE APR Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker
% % % %
5250 555 6000 6] 8 14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
180 Monthly Payments of $8.04 per 51,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $6.00 per $1,000 Borrowed Rancho Murieta, CA 95683

jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

¥ For All Your m
&L DORADO SAVINGS BANK Insurance Needs FARMERS

Check the El Dorado Advantage:
v No Application Fee ' No Prepayment Penalty v/ Local Processing and Servicing

Serving our local communities for over 65 Years —_— I n B u S | n eSS INSURANCE
ELK GROVE « 9003 Elk Grove BIvd. » 916-685-3936 Since 1984
RANCHO MURIETA » 7185 Murieta Drive » 916-354-2661
SHELDON ¢« 8973 Grant Line Road ¢ 916-686-0200 ®

- License #: 0678249

Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,
primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.

25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms. Call today for a policy review and quote!
E‘Bi‘é LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE (9 1 6) 485 _3 2 3 6
. Se Habla
NALSR D 75256 www.eldoradosavingshank.com 800-874-9779 Espariol LENDER = Y 916-402-6021 (Cell)
Edward]ones‘ > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Rancho Murieta

HOMES & LAND, INC.

KAREN HOBERG
(916) 947-6910

karen@rmhl.net  Lic. #00670687

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-Month 1-Year 2-Year

4.00% 1 4.10% [ 4.25%

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Linda Sobon, CFP”
Financial Advisor
2360 East Bidwell St Ste 102

Folsom, CA 95630
916-673-6549

Bl oo
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/02/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov
or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance
does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL EXP 31 MAR 2028 AECSPAD 2094888

DEB BRITTAN TEAM

Hl((ﬁ(’A‘V 4 ﬁé(}’f/f‘((ilb
e '/m RANCHO MURIETA

COMPLIMENTARY;
HOME STAGING

!(Jfﬂz(’;

©16)

932.6693 | Hull S

RanchoMurietaHomes.com % MURIETA
SRR _ RESIDENT]

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Nai)ajo | Tépestrles -
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

Pick-up & Delivery www.SHANEIl.com Since 1989

A Veteran
72 TODAY
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and Sacramento County.
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

IN-PERSON THERAPY IN
RANCHO MURIETA

Life can feel overwhelming,
but you don’t have to face it alone.

| provide compassionate therapy for adults,
adolescents, couples, and families dealing
with life’s challenges.

TRAUMA = ANXIETY = RELATIONSHIPS = LIFE

TRANSITIONS

Amy Goudreau, LMFT 4~ %&h?%
£
L =4

BRAINSPOTTING

© AMY@AMYGTHERAPY.COM
© RANCHO MURIETA, CA

CERTIFIED

LMFT #150967 Q

CALL Jessie -
FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625

|
BEST PRICE
stump
Grinding

& Tree Service

Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

Huto Bady

EXPRESSIONS

@ Lifetime Warranty

@ Family Owned & Operated
@ OEM Certified Technicians
® Most Insurance Welcome
@ Most Makes & Models

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr.
Elk Grove

www.autobodyexpressions.com

Quality Service At
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Rancho Murieta Residents
Owned & Operated
“ Particular Homeowners
Deserve Apex’

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Speciallll

216-354-0209

E4 Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning
B4 Tile € Grout Restoration

B4 Natural Stone Cleanin
€ Sealing ——

MURIETA

CARPET &
Slore Gave |
Carpet ¢ Tile » Grout * Natural Stone /

RONNIE CRAVEA
916-502-1531+

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident - Licensed £ Insured \{

s,
Murieta

Lic # GNB32024-01516 - Call for a FREE Estimate Today! \\ 300

FALL AMERICAN PRO
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION

* FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED % VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS %
* GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE %

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS,
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

2<. BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL.
m’?’m‘:‘m’m GIVE US A CALL. | cse# wesses

‘%53;‘;07‘»“1' 9‘6-504-0]88 Licensed, Bonded

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times
0 Facebook: @therivervalleytimes

J

25 Years Experience
RAMER CON: CISIIE '1"1”5"?;

Driveway - Patio - Walkway - Pool Decks - Concrete Removal
Stamped - Salt Finish - Exposed Aggregate - Colored « Broom Finish

Call a trusted Murieta/Wilton Contractor
References available in your neighborhood sBn

Glen Cramer (916) 871-2561 ¢
www.cramerconcrete.coms:

FREE
WRITTEN
ESTIMATES

Honor Thy Elders...
Senior Living Transitions, LLC

e All Care Facilities

e Independent Living ® Respite

e |In Home Care Providers

e Companion e VA Aid

e Medical Alert ® Estate Planning

Gerontology Degree

Caryl Abshire, LNHA

www.HonorThyElders.com

916 320-3631

3 Over 25
years

experience

. Pleer acrze

f (916)
2 BUILDING SUPPLY
“Since 1949

455-3057
5310 Franklin Blvd. « Sacramento
e We have all the hard-to-find sidings

e Quality lumber for any size project
« Competitive pricing
e Variety of deck materials
e Local Steving family owned & operated

PROFESSIONAL PET WASTE REMOVAL SERVICE

B
. Total clean

SCOOP TEAM

HONEST SERVICE. FAIR PRICING.
SPOTLESS RESULTS.

A 916-250-2506
WWW. TOTALCLEANSCOOPTEAM.COM

BCYY
-

Grow your. business here!

Call (209)

745-1551

fo advertise with us today!

River Valley Times * Messenger Publishing Group M@
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Farm to Fork Tickets on Sale

We hope you’ll join us for the Kiwanis
Farm to Fork Dinner on the Green from 4
to 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 18 at the Rancho
Murieta Country Club. This fundraiser
benefits Turn Around Scholarships, which
help students who have overcome signif-
icant challenges and made remarkable
improvements in their academic per-
formance but may not yet qualify for
traditional scholarships to colleges, uni-
versities or trade schools.

Chef KC Brown will prepare a gour-
met four-course dinner to be enjoyed with
friends on the beautiful grounds of the
country club. It’s a wonderful opportunity
to spend an enjoyable evening in a lovely
setting while helping deserving young
people continue their education.

Tickets are $80 per person. Corkage is
$20 per bottle, including tax and gratuity.
Tickets are available online at rmkiwanis.
org. Those who would like to contribute to
the festive ambiance by providing a table
centerpiece may contact Carol Prinzo at

rcprinzol1962@gmail.com.
For other questions, contact Jeannette
Edwards at (408) 515-2636.

Music Mike Returns
to Lake Clementia

Music Mike returns Sunday, Sept. 27 to
Lake Clementia Amphitheater for an eve-
ning of music and activities for children
and families. Music Mike will entertain
children with familiar songs while leading
them in singing and movement activities.

The music begins promptly at 5 p.m.
The free event is open to Rancho Murieta
families and their guests and is sponsored
by the Kiwanis Club of Rancho Murieta as
its annual Music Mike Concert.

Bookmobile Changes
Rancho Murieta Schedule
The Sacramento Public Library
Mobile Services, formerly known as the
Bookmobile, has changed its Rancho
Murieta schedule and will now visit on the
first and third Wednesdays of each month

from 10 a.m. to noon outside the Murieta
Village Clubhouse. The Bookmobile
will offer a Halloween Storytime at the
Clubhouse at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Oct.
21.

During warmer or inclement weather,
books and other materials will be available
inside the Clubhouse. Residents can obtain
library cards, reserve materials online and
pick up books, audiobooks and DVDs for
children and adults. A Seed Library featur-
ing flower and herb seeds is also available.

Caregiver Support Group
Meets Oct. 7

The Rancho Murieta Caregiver Support
Group will meet at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 7 at the RMA Building. The group
meets on the first Wednesday of each
month and offers support for those caring
for loved ones.

Sometimes caregivers just need a
boost to help cope with the every-
day challenges of caregiving. No
reservations are required, and newcomers

are welcome. For more information, call
Nan at 916-354-2281.

Dillard Farmers Market
on Saturdays

Dillard Farmers Market is open 8 a.m.
to noon at the Wilton Community Center.
Join us at our vibrant, small community
farmers market, where the essence of local
agriculture comes alive.

Every Saturday through Oct. 3, our mar-
ket serves as a gathering place for farmers,
artisans and families, fostering a sense of
community and supporting sustainable
practices. 9717 Colony Road, Wilton.

Wilton Bingo Sept. 5

The next Wilton Bingo will be on
Saturday, Sept. 5 in the Wilton Community
Center. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food
available for sale and Bingo starts at 6
p.m. All proceeds go to two nonprofits: the
local Park Council and the Wilton History
Group. 9717 Colony Road at Dillard
Road, Wilton. *

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-685-5533

Perez Landscaping| | AT FEIACE FIOME RNERATR Elk Grove 3% SeHabla
& Concrete Interior/Exterior Remodel, ﬁ 1 }& | P RE M l ER ESpGnO/
«Concrete Finishina/ Improvements and Repair A, § P W
Stamping g Quality Work Guaranteed Rgl;.g:BLE % Ay OO Fl N G INC.
oLandscape installation . Eathroom;- Kithl;m?li . EIl)cctricalWI.’lt(limbméT.1 f;?.—._« LIC# 1097848
and DeSIQn . . Baseboﬁrds . éheelmci( « Dry liot . Textur; s h == I l e ROOF REPAIR © NEW ROOFS
-Soddlng, -Plantlng « Lighting « Sprinkler Repair « Framing and More i . . o ROOF MAINTENANCE e GUTTER CLEANING
drrigation *Retaining Walls{ | pe--tiiiieesiind Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop COMPLETE REROOF  CELL 209.810.6233
; Give Us a Call We Are i | c itted to Cust Satisfacti ° : R
Yard maintenance. i FREE i ommitted to Customer Satisfaction
i s Fts o | More Mflordabe Than Ao Secializing In: | Check Engie 209.745.7565
info. call 916-834-2352 | | 916-287-6164 | Estimates | | Changes Light Diagnosis V7.7 %97 909
email Elverperez@att.net . ' 1premierroofing@gmail.com
Lic #14-00016214 . . * Smog Repair e Tires
Landscaping Landscaping * Smog Inspection * Tune-Up
: i Batteries S
Fall Festival * Safety Inspection ~~ © . UG w
_ YARD CLEANUP & * Transmission Service * 30, 60, 90K Service R
ST.LUKE'S ANNUAL DECORATIVE ROCK BRILLIANT . \?\Irt?ke;sAI . Erake é‘t ’ = ﬁ —1
FALL FESTIVAL e Wheel Alignment amp ostation ‘SACRAMENTO VALLEY
éi‘t) g-“;s'g%?é)egg%rw:y Spring one-time cleanup LANDSCAPE Mon-Fri, 8-5 « 916-685-7796 ﬁ ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.
Sacramento. White elephants', pruning. Also bark, Anificia] Turf T Nl 8901 Elk Grove Bivd. RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
plants and childrens clothes weed control, sod, Fencing £ . NEW ROOF . GUTTER
(donations appreciated), seed, hauling, etc. . @) ; $ 4 INSTALL REMOVAL
games for kids, food, jewelry, h ' Retaining Wall s - TEAR OFF & & INSTALL
collectibles, china and hOIIday Mobile homes, Concrete g Elk Grove Bivd REROOF *GUTTER REPAIR
houtique for sale. For more commerCIgl Drainage & - ROOF REPAIR *GUTTER GUARD
info call 916-585-2234, or residential. Irrigation y OV'ﬁ\'T é—TAXLTOOF b g‘V'VNNSST F’f‘ébT S
Local gardener. Planting Roofing -DRY ROT REPAIR INSTALL
Home Improvement 916-205-9310 or Tree Trimming *SEAMLESS - CUSTOM
916- 627-9000 209-251-0387 GUTTER INSTALL COLORS
a9 I
HOME REPAIR wersat | [TJIMMOYLEN ROOFING || o16-719-8288
Elk Grove, CA RAMON_M B WE ARE
-Electrical «Plumbi - ; .
-Fen?:(i:nréc-aFansuTDelrc]lgs CRE“TE YOUR .OWNER OPERATED 44 Years In Busyness FOREMAN/OPERATOR BONDED
<Doors *Windows «Tile L. License # 407605 BBB Credited A+ Rating LIC# 1072137 AND INSURED
Flooring «Trim base- PARADISE Palntlng
board «Sheetrock <Dry

Free Estimates. Quality Roofing Built

Rot Texture <Painting

-Lighting *Concrete on Trust. Delivers dependable service
*Sprinkler Repair Sh h H H
“Framing and more! elron and lasting results. We use premium
. - . . .
e PRases of ome o quhng’ materials and meticulous craftsmanship

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,
Rancho Murieta, Galt,

to ensure every job stands the test of time.

Winter Yard Cleanups, InC.

Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

EL NINO IS COMING.
IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED?

. Repc[inls: Exterior

Wilton, Herald, Sac. & Sprinkler System & Interior :
i . A small leak today can become expensive
Surrounding Areas .
CSLB#1134987 T:‘r;setsalcl;f: :rlzaat:?.';.":]r:( * Dry Wall Repair tomorrow. Let our company inspect your roof
Bonded & Insured — . and keep your home protected through the Tr Roofina Ex with
(916)287-6164 Fence Installation, Free Estimates rainy Sess{m. P g Ousted 00 gf pert_s t
Retaining Walls- Jim at 916-531-2793 ver 30 Years of Experience

@ August Specials:

FREE Solar attic fan
installed on new roof
e $2500 gutter guard

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Painters
#908019

e Commercial Roof
Installations

e Seamless Gutters
and Downspouts

e New Roof Installation
e Roof Repairs
e Roof Maintenance

All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,

or call Mike Moylen
at 209-894-6605

Landscaping

e Roof Leak Repairs

YARD . . A i We accept Visa & g ¢ Roof Moss R | Citetimo @ cuard
Residential/ commercial YEA | WMastercard | installed on most homes (call for quote) o Root Vioss Remova o Lifetime Gutter Guar
American Landscape UESiQI] e Commercial Roofing Screen Installation
Repairs
CLEANUP & Installation. Est 1987 P

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate
916-271-7265

American Construction & Property
Maintenance Company

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

[916)612-0776

Ac#690968

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

Yard Sale? Garage Sale? 209-748-5583
Advertise in your local community newspaper! (@)

Call (916) 773-1111 BEB

916-900-ROOF (7663)

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

Visit: mpg8.com

LICENSED, BONDED
& FULLY INSURED

P B )
MPG

LIC# 1039405

E%fé

A Veteran
TODAY

Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Grow your business herel

Call (209) 745-1551

fo advertise with us today!

Published?
We can help.

Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

916-7173- 1111

River Valley Times

Messenger Publishing Group
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All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.
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A Morning Like No Other - Ground Zero at 25 years

An early morning skyline view from the Staten Island Ferry. This was the daily view of thousands of commuters to Manhattan before 9/11. Years later, | met with my friend, the captain of the ferry,
in Sacramento for lunch. John had to leave New York because he just couldn’t live another day in that memory. He stopped his ship in the middle of the harbor that 9/11 morning, as he and his
entire shipload of travelers and crew watched the horror unfold.

Reflections at East River and
John Finley Walk. Photo by
a savior

Commentary and
photos by Paul V. Scholl

After a long night of late
work well into the morn-
ing, 1 was in a deep sleep.
The repeating ring of the
telephone awakened me. |
received an alarming tele-
phone call from a close
friend frantically trying to
get my attention. She said
“just get up and turn on the
TV. You won’t believe what
is happening”. She was abso-
lutely right.

As | sat there on my white
leather couch in my small
rental home in Roseville,
tuned in as the world was
tuned in, to the disaster in
New York as it unfolded live
for everyone to see. We were
all New Yorkers that day.

I had previously lived in
Manhattan. After return-
ing to California, | traveled
to New York City often
to teach classes at The
Learning Exchange and spir-
itual training centers as a
part of my ministry. | also
met with many clients as
a spiritual life coach each
visit. Through these vis-
its I became friends with
so many great people who
lived in The City. | stayed
at their homes, got to know
their families, learned about
their lives, loves, and fears.
Many of them worked in
the immediate area of the
Twin Towers.

As | sat there watching the
towers fall along with the
rest of the world, | had no
idea if any of those friends
or members of their families
were being crushed under the
weight of that destruction.
It was a personal anguish
and horror felt by millions

simultaneously. It was a
grief embedded forever. And
we as a nation vowed to
never forget.

Everything changed for
everyone during those hours.
Terrorism had come to our
shores, and those whom we
had charged to protect us
failed miserably. We have
been paying for their failures
ever since.

And for those who paid
the ultimate price, giving
their lives to save others
inside and around the Twin
Towers? And for all the First
Responders who witnessed
the death and destruction
at the end of their finger-
tips and right before their
own eyes? What did they get
from so many after only 25
years? Many forgot.

Yes, life goes on, but as
individuals we do not. Our
time is limited. We are here
to understand life, liberty,
love, and loss. We are here
to understand joy and grief.
These become the web that
builds our evolution, our
DNA that we pass on to
those who follow us. If we
do not teach our emotional
history to our children, good
and bad, they will suffer
repeating our mistakes and
the feeling of betrayal from
us for not forewarning them.

Enter our current day
Neon Nation. Have we lost
our way in one generation?
Does the “Shiny thing” dis-
tract us so easily because it
is too hard for us to focus on
the truth and explaining it to
others as our society crum-
bles around us?

A few months after 9/11 |
traveled back to New York
to offer support to any of
those friends who needed it.
| traveled to the site while
the clean-up was still under-
way. | saw the scorched
church and cemetery. There
were still many “Missing”
flyers posted to walls and
lampposts. | saw the many
memorials around the site.
When | found one memorial
that listed all of the names
of those lost | read every
one of them. | thank God to
this day that not one of my

friends was on that list.

The history of Ground
Zero is complex and still
unfolding. The more the
years fall away the more
important it is that we reveal
as much as we can about that
fateful morning and all that
led up to it.

When someone kills your
son or daughter, husband or
wife, it doesn’t matter what
political party they belong
to. It doesn’t matter what
religion they belong to. It
doesn’t matter their motive.
All that matters is your loved
one is gone forever. Grief
takes over. And no one can
ever really fill that void. It
never truly heals. You just
learn how to manage it in
the silent times, alone with
your Creator.

All those who lost loved
ones during those tragic days
only asked one thing from
us. Never Ever Forget.

On this remembrance
weekend 25 years later, take
a few moments in silence
to share the grief and the
weight of the losses expe-
rienced by so many on
September 11, 2001. If only
with that simple action, love
will prevail.

%  Visitors reading through the many memorials and “missing” posters.

A memorial sculpture remembering all the construction workers.

And then an angel appeared over the site in my camera lens.
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From Tragedy to Tradition

Sac-Town Rodeo Supports a Sacramento Legacy

AMPLIFY 360 News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - When
the Sac-Town Rodeo returns to
Cal Expo on Sept. 12 and 13,
it will bring two days of bull
riding, bronc riding, Western tra-
dition and family entertainment
to Sacramento.

But beyond the arena action,
the event carries a deeper pur-
pose: supporting the Firefighters
Burn Institute, an organization
born from one of the darkest
tragedies in Sacramento’s his-
tory and one that continues to
serve burn survivors, families
and injured firefighters across
the region.

For many Sacramento res-
idents, the Firefighters Burn
Institute is a familiar name. Its
origins, however, trace back
more than five decades to a dev-
astating day in 1972.

That year, a jet attempting
to take off from Sacramento
Executive Airport crashed into
a crowded Farrell’s Ice Cream
Parlor. Twenty-three people
were killed, and many others
suffered serious burn injuries.
Among those who died were
Sacramento firefighter Gene
LaVine and eight members of
his family.

The scale of the tragedy
exposed a critical gap in the
region’s medical resources. At
the time, Sacramento had lim-
ited access to specialized burn
treatment, leaving patients and
families facing a difficult and
uncertain path to recovery.

Sacramento Fire Department
Captain CIiff Haskell believed
the community could not allow
that need to go unanswered.
Through his fundraising and
advocacy, the Firefighters Burn
Institute was established in 1973.
The organization later worked
with UC Davis Medical Center
to help establish a regional burn

The Sept. 12-13 event at Cal Expo will bring together first responders, local businesses, rodeo fans and families from across the region for a high-energy

competition and a celebration of Western culture. Photo courtesy of Sac-Town Rodeo

center, providing specialized
care closer to home for burn sur-
vivors throughout Sacramento
and Northern California.

More than 50 years later, the
Institute’s mission has expanded
well beyond its founding goal.

Today, the Firefighters Burn
Institute supports burn survi-
vors and their families through
recovery programs, peer sup-
port, community reintegration
and camps for young burn survi-
vors. It also provides assistance
to injured firefighters and their
families while advancing burn
prevention, public education and

awareness throughout the region.

The work is personal for many
of the firefighters, survivors and
families connected to the orga-
nization. It is a mission rooted
in a community’s response to
loss, and sustained by a belief
that people recovering from burn
injuries should not have to navi-
gate that journey alone.

That is where the Sac-Town
Rodeo comes in.

The Sept. 12-13 event at
Cal Expo will bring together
first responders, local busi-
nesses, rodeo fans and families
from across the region. While

spectators can expect high-en-
ergy competition and a
celebration of Western cul-
ture, the rodeo also gives the
Sacramento community a chance
to rally around an organization
whose impact reaches far beyond
the event grounds.

Proceeds from the Sac-
Town Rodeo will benefit the
Firefighters Burn Institute and
help sustain programs serv-
ing children, adults, families
and firefighters affected by
burn injuries.

For Sacramento, the rodeo
represents more than an annual
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community gathering. It is also
a reminder of how a tragedy
that devastated the city more
than half a century ago led to
lasting action, from improved
specialized burn care to decades
of support for survivors and
their families.

As the Sac-Town Rodeo
returns next month, it offers a
timely opportunity to honor that
history, celebrate the resilience
of burn survivors and recognize
the firefighters and community
members who have carried the
Firefighters Burn Institute’s mis-
sion forward for generations. *




