
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The 
Rancho Murieta  Community 
Services District Board of Directors 
unanimously approved its formal 
response to a Sacramento County 
Grand Jury report that credited 
the district with making financial 
improvements but found ongoing 

problems with overdue audits, man-
agement turnover, governance and 
ethics.

Interim General Manager Amelia 
Wilder explained most of the dis-
trict’s response during the Sept. 
16 meeting, with District Counsel 
Patrick Enright addressing legal and 
conflict-of-interest issues. Director 
Linda Butler questioned whether the 
Grand Jury would later review the 

district’s progress in carrying out the 
promised corrective actions.

The 2025-26 Grand Jury report, 
released June 24 under the title 
“Rancho Murieta Community 
Services District: Still a Work in 
Progress,” contained 12 findings and 
11 recommendations. The district’s 
response was due Sept. 24.

Wilder said preparing the response 
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CSD Board Approves Formal 
Response to Grand Jury Report

The Rancho Murieta Community Services District’s formal response comes nearly three months after the Sacramento County 
Grand Jury issued its report June 24. The board unanimously approved the response Sept. 16, two weeks before the Sept. 30 
deadline. Courtesy photo

Former Rancho Murieta Association Director Danny Carrillo poses with his skateboard and dog, 
Leo. RMA issued Carrillo a violation notice after he was seen riding through the community 
with his dog. Courtesy photo

RMA Cites Ex-Director for Skating with Dog
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Former Rancho Murieta 
Assoc ia t ion  Direc tor 
Danny Carrillo has stopped 
skateboarding through the 
community with his dog, 
Leo, running alongside 
him after receiving a viola-
tion notice alleging he was 
tethered to the dog, an alle-
gation he disputes.

Carrillo said he has 
skateboarded with Leo 
– and with another dog 
before Leo – for more than 
10 years without receiv-
ing a warning or violation 
notice, including during the 
nearly five years he served 
on the RMA board.

Since receiving the 
Aug. 28 RMA notice, 
Carrillo has been carrying 
41-pound Leo to the North 
Gate where they begin their 
ride outside the RMA-
controlled community.

The notice states that 
Carrillo was observed: 
“tethered to a dog by a 
leash while riding a skate-
board/longboard.” It cites 
an RMA rule prohibiting a 
person from riding a bicy-
cle, skateboard or scooter 
while tethered to another 

Hip Service 
Brings Dance 
Party to Lake 

Clementia

Singer Mackenzie Hamel 
and Hip Service’s electric 
violinist draw the night’s 
strongest response with 
their performance of ABBA’s 
“Dancing Queen.” Hamel, a 
Rancho Murieta native who 
received an ETC scholarship 
in 2016, performs with Hip 
Service during the Aug. 
22 ETC concert at Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater.

Story and photos  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Hip Service brought 
18 performers, high-en-
ergy choreography and 
music spanning genera-
tions to Lake Clementia 
Amphitheater on Aug. 
22, keeping much of the 
crowd dancing throughout 
the Entertainment, Theatre 
and Culture for Rancho 
Murieta concert.

The Sacramento-based 
group combined power-
house vocals with horns, 
percussion, a rhythm sec-
tion, dancers and an 
electric violinist. Its reper-
toire ranged from Motown 
and hits of the 1970s and 
’80s to contemporary 
music.

“The crowd was on their 
feet pretty much the entire 
night,” ETC President JT 
Turner said. “People were 
dancing, singing along and 
just having a great time.”

The night’s strongest 
response came when singer 
Mackenzie Hamel per-
formed ABBA’s “Dancing 
Queen” accompanied by 
the violinist. Hamel drew 
that enthusiastic response 
before the crowd learned 
that she was from Rancho 
Murieta and had received 
an ETC scholarship in 
2016.

Hamel graduated from 
the University of Nevada, 
Reno, in 2020 with degrees 
in English and theater 
after performing onstage 
and working behind the 
scenes in college produc-
tions. After returning to 
Sacramento, she became 
artistic director of a per-
forming arts preschool. 
She auditioned for Hip 
Service in 2023 and began 
performing with the group 
the following summer.

“The bonus of having 
our local girl Mackenzie 
Hamel up on stage was 
super special and just 
topped it all off,” ETC 
board  member  Jane 
Rosetta said.

Before the concert, 
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Rancho Murieta, a 3,500-acre country-club community, is an oasis of emerald 

fairways and manicured greens, built along the scenic banks of the Cosumnes River.  

It encompasses five lakes, greenbelts, rolling hills and stately oaks.
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Solar Hot Water Repair 
& Maintenance — 

Keep Your System 
Running Efficiently

If your solar hot water system isn’t performing like it used to, regular 
service can make all the difference. Aztec Solar has been helping 
homeowners and businesses maximize the performance of their solar 
hot water systems for over 45 years. Our experienced technicians provide 
professional inspection, repair, 
and maintenance to ensure 
your system operates efficiently 
and reliably year-round.

From pump replacements 
and leak repairs to full system 
checkups, Aztec Solar keeps 
your solar hot water system 
running at peak performance—
saving you energy and 
extending the life of your 
investment. 

SCHEDULE SERVICE TODAY:

 916-853-2700
 aztecsolar.com

Aztec Solar - We install and 
service all types of solar systems.

Solahart authorized installer and 
service provider.

Make Your Dream Home a Reality 
with California Home Loans!

Whether you’re buying your first 
home, refinancing, or considering 
a reverse mortgage, Bruce Boal 
and the team at California Home 
Loans are here to guide you. 

Call today for a free consultation 
and find the perfect mortgage 
solution for you!"

BRUCE BOAL 
LOAN OFFICER ~ 30+ year resident.
DRE #01933355 / NMLS #1070092

916.417.2001
916.794.0375
bruce@cahome.loans
11344 Coloma Rd #300
Gold River, CA 95670

highlighted how much 
progress the district has 
made since a 2023 Grand 
Jury report concluded 
that it had “lost the public 
trust.”

“A lot of what they 
asked for were the audits 
and the financial upgrades 
to our systems, which we 
have been working on,” 
Wilder said.

The district agreed with 
most of the Grand Jury’s 
findings and reported 
that many of its recom-
mendations have been 
implemented  or  a re 
underway.

Wilder noted a typo-
graphical error in the 
draft response concern-
ing improvements to the 
district’s Great Plains 
accounting system. The 
response  s ta ted that 
accounting modules were 
upgraded in fall 2026, but 
Wilder said the work was 
completed in fall 2025.

She said the upgraded 
system helped Finance and 
Administration Director 
Cecilia Min and her staff 
reconstruct the district’s 
financial records.

Wilder said the dis-
trict has completed the 
fiscal year 2022-23 and 
2023-24 audits and is 
working simultaneously 

on the 2024-25 and 2025-
26 financial  records. 
Accounting procedure 
manuals are expected to 
be completed by Dec. 31, 
although they may have 
to be revised if the dis-
trict selects a new financial 
software system.

Staff members con-
tinue to uncover problems 
as they reconstruct earlier 
accounting records, Wilder 
said. 

“Every stone they turn 
over, they find, you know, 
a rattlesnake’s nest under 
there,” she said. “Then 
they have to go back and 
recreate and reconstruct all 
this past accounting, and 
it’s very difficult to do.”

Wilder credited Min and 
her staff with making sub-
stantial progress, including 
reducing the district’s chart 
of accounts from more 
than 2,000 accounts to 99.

Butler emphasized that 
finishing the overdue 
audits will not complete 
the district’s financial 
work.

“The important thing is 
to recognize that all of the 
work that’s had to be done 
behind getting the audits 
done is going to go on,” 
Butler said.

T h e  d i s t r i c t  a l s o 
responded to findings 
involving management 

turnover and the delay 
in recruiting a perma-
nent general manager. The 
Grand Jury found that the 
district waited approxi-
mately 10 months before 
beginning its search.

The district partially 
disagreed with that find-
ing. It acknowledged the 
delay but noted that it had 
appointed an interim gen-
eral manager, retained an 
outside human resources 
firm and was complet-
ing  the  rec ru i tment 
process. Earlier in the 
Sept. 16 meeting, the 
board approved a four-year 
employment agreement 
with Marti Brown, who is 
expected to begin work as 
general manager Oct. 19.

The district agreed that 
its conflict-of-interest code 
needed to be updated. The 
board adopted a revised 
code that reflects current 
job titles and identifies the 
officials and employees 
required to file Form 700 
Statements of Economic 
Interests.

Enright said state law 
requires the board to 
review its conflict-of-inter-
est code every two years, 
even if no changes are 
necessary.

The district, however, 
disagreed with the Grand 
Jury’s conclusion that a 

director’s participation in 
discussions about a pos-
sible water-connection 
moratorium created the 
appearance of a financial 
conflict of interest.

The report did not name 
the director, but the finding 
concerned Director Randy 
Jenco, who owns undevel-
oped property in Rancho 
Murieta where he is build-
ing a home.

Enright said the district 
agreed that Jenco partic-
ipated in the discussions 
but disagreed that he had 
a conflict of interest. He 
cited both a district legal 
opinion and the California 
Fair Political Practices 
Commission’s decision not 
to pursue an earlier com-
plaint involving the same 
issue.

The district also adopted 
written procedures for 
identifying Form 700 fil-
ers, tracking deadlines and 
providing the forms to the 
public. Wilder said the 
required forms were cur-
rent, with one exception 
involving a staff posi-
tion that had not yet been 
added to the electronic fil-
ing system.

In response to the Grand 
Jury's findings regard-
ing training, the district 
adopted a policy requiring 
ethics and fiscal training 

for board members. Wilder 
said current directors had 
completed their ethics 
and harassment-preven-
tion training. Training for 
newly elected or reelected 
directors will be arranged 
a f te r  the  November 
election.

The district also disputed 
portions of the Grand 
Jury’s findings involving 
its relationship with the 
Rancho Murieta Country 
Club.

Wilder said the district’s 
1988 reclaimed-water 
agreement allows treated 
wastewater to be dis-
posed of at three locations: 
the golf course, a pro-
posed park that was never 
built and a maintenance 
yard that was also never 
constructed at the contem-
plated location.

“Really, the only place 
that we have to dispose of 
the reclaimed water is the 
Country Club,” Wilder 
said.

She  descr ibed  the 
arrangement as benefi-
cial to both the district and 
the Country Club because 
other wastewater agen-
cies may incur substantial 
costs to dispose of recycled 
water.

The Grand Jury also 
questioned whether a dis-
trict loan to the Country 

Club fully accounted for 
increases in the Local 
Agency Investment Fund 
interest rate. The loan was 
made after a pump at Bass 
Lake failed in 2021.

Wilder said the pump 
was necessary for the dis-
trict to deliver recycled 
water to the golf course. 
She said the Country Club 
made every payment on 
time and paid the addi-
tional interest required by 
the loan agreement. 

“They did everything 
that they said they were 
going to do,” she said.

After Wilder and Enright 
reviewed the response, 
Butler asked whether the 
district could report its 
progress to the Grand Jury 
after six months.

Wilder said the Grand 
Jury had not requested an 
additional report. Enright 
explained that the member-
ship of the county Grand 
Jury changes each year.

“But the report doesn’t 
change,” Butler responded.

Enright and Wilder 
agreed that the district 
could continue tracking 
its progress, even if a fol-
low-up submission is not 
required.

Directors approved the 
response 4-0. Jenco was 
absent. � H

CSD Board Approves Formal Response to Grand Jury Report
Continued from page 1

ETC presented its annual scholarship to 
Christian Lozada, a Pleasant Grove High 
School graduate who plans to study com-
puter engineering at Sacramento State 
while continuing his violin studies and 
performing with the university orchestra.

The $3,000 award was ETC’s larg-
est scholarship to date. Lozada said years 
of studying violin taught him discipline, 
persistence and community engage-
ment: qualities he expects to carry into 

engineering.
“Not only do you have to be a hard 

worker, but you also have to be an inno-
vator and try and find ways to improve the 
world in which we live,” he said.

Last year’s scholarship recipient, Joseph 
Lew, presented the check to Lozada. ETC 
also provides grants to local elemen-
tary schools for arts, music and drama 
programs.

See more concert photos at theriverval-
leytimes.com. � H

Hip Service Brings Dance Party to Lake Clementia
Continued from page 1

ETC board 
member 
Stephanie 
Stanislaus 
and last 
year’s 
scholarship 
winner, 
Joseph Lew, 
present a 
$3,000 check 
to this year’s 
recipient, 
Christian 
Lozada. 
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Reporter Gail Bullen 
Recovering from Crash

By MPG Staff

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- River Valley Times 
reporter Gail Bullen is 
recovering from seri-
ous injuries suffered in an 
Aug. 29 bicycle accident in 
Grants Pass, Oregon.

Bullen fractured her 
left collarbone, five ribs, 
her pelvis and sacrum. 
After being hospitalized, 
she was transferred to an 

inpatient rehabilitation 
program in Medford. She 
has since returned home to 
Sacramento to continue her 
recovery.

Although her injuries 
have temporarily limited 
her ability to attend com-
munity events and take 
photographs, Bullen has 
continued to report and 
write remotely. Five stories 
that Bullen could not com-
plete in time for the Sept. 

11 print edition were sub-
sequently published online.

Readers can find those 
stories – and check for 
additional coverage that 
may not appear in the Sept. 
25 print edition – at theriv-
ervalleytimes.com.

Community members 
are encouraged to con-
tinue sending news tips, 
announcements and photo-
graphs to Bullen at wilton.
reporter@gmail.com. � H

River Valley Times reporter Gail Bullen covers a Rancho Murieta community event. Bullen is 
recovering from injuries suffered in a bicycle accident. Photo courtesy of Carole Kramer

RMA Sets Oct. 6 
Budget Workshop

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - The Rancho 
Murieta Association Board of Directors 
completed a light agenda in about 17 min-
utes on Sept. 15, setting an Oct. 6 budget 
workshop and discussing the upcoming 
board election, damage to the gate arms, 
and other business.

The budget workshop will begin at 6:30 
p.m., a time chosen to accommodate res-
idents. Staff has prepared a preliminary 
2027 budget covering the association’s 
ongoing expenses. Still, General Manager 
Vicky Lentz said it was not ready for 
board action and would be considered 
at the workshop. The board will discuss 
possible additions to the budget at the 
workshop.

Lentz also reminded residents that 
RMA’s annual membership meeting and 
election of directors will be held at 6 p.m. 
Nov. 19. Ballots are expected to be mailed 
in mid-October.

She said RMA received self-qualifying 
nomination forms from incumbents Ernie 
Cowles and John Haviland. Lentz did not 
mention that three board positions are up 
for election, leaving fewer candidates than 
available seats.

Director Tom Reimers also raised a 
Compliance Committee proposal to fine 
residents who damage gate arms while 
entering the community.

“It knocks the gate out of commission 
until someone can respond to it,” Reimers 
said. “It is inconvenient for a lot of our 
residents.”

Compliance Officer Chris Smith said 

responding to gate damage is costly and 
requires considerable staff time. Most of 
the incidents involve golf carts, he said, 
which can be difficult to identify without 
RMA tags.

Board President Patrick O’Hern directed 
the Compliance Committee to prepare 
a proposal for review by the Governing 
Documents Committee.

“Then we can bring it up again,” 
O’Hern said.

In other business, directors unanimously 
approved spending up to $8,625 for a full 
audit of RMA’s 2026 financial statements. 
The association’s last full audit was con-
ducted in 2023.

The board also approved its 2027 
reserve study, which estimated that 
reserves are 81% funded and recom-
mended a 3% increase in the reserve 
assessment. Staff said the increase was 
necessary because the assessment was not 
raised last year and costs have risen due to 
inflation. � H
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We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

Offi ce Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm 
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles
Dump Station • Air & Water • Propane Sales

7443 Murieta Drive, Rancho Murieta, CA 95683 • Visit us at www.rmairport.com

STORAGE PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ....PRICE ($/mo)
8 x 8: ....................... $117.00
8 x 10: .................... $133.00
8 x 20: ....................$202.00
8 x 40: .................... $277.00

RV & BOAT PRICING
SIZE (WXL) ... PRICE ($/mo)
11 x 20: .................. $135.00
11 x 25: .................. $140.00
11 x 30: ...................$147.00
12 x 40: .................. $170.00
12 x 50: .................. $185.00

20 minute drive from Folsom and 
El Dorado Hills 

FOLSOM 
RANCH

RUSSEL 
RANCH

• Epoxy fl oors available
• 200 amp 3 phase 
 power

• Roll up and man door
• Pre plumbed 
 for bathrooms

• LED lighting
• Insulated
• Fire sprinklers

FEATURING

1,000, 1,500, 2,000, 3,000 Sq. ft. 
Boutique Garages and Shop Space

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
or Extra Garage Storage

• Internet Ready

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage 
Conveniently 

located at 
Rancho Murieta 

Airport

• Great for indoor RV/Boat Storage Share 
with a friend 

or relative

RV & BOAT STORAGE • SELF STORAGE

Propane Available at 
Rancho Murieta Airport

only $4.50 per gallon

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
HereHere

PropanePropaneP
Tanks

Re� lled
Here

Office Hours Mon-Sat 8am-4pm  
(Gate Hours 6am-7pm Daily)

24 Hour Video Surveillance • 50’ Wide Drive Aisles 
Dump Station • Propane Sales

$127.00
$143.00
$212.00
$287.00

$150.00
$155.00
$165.00
$185.00
$200.00

only $3.65 per gallononly $3.65 per gallon
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By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District offi-
cials addressed recent drinking-water odor 
problems, gate security and several tech-
nology improvements during the Sept. 16 
Board of Directors meeting.

The board also approved a four-year 
employment agreement with Marti Brown, 
who is expected to begin work as general 
manager Oct. 19 at an annual salary of 
$225,000.

See the separate story about the board’s 
response to a Grand Jury report released 
in June.

Water Odor Explained
Chief Plant Operator Travis Bohannon 

took responsibility for the taste and odor 
problems residents experienced in August, 
saying the timing of aquatic harvesting 
contributed to the problem.

Bohannon said the harvester arrived 
during one of the hottest weeks of the 
summer. Removing aquatic growth can 
release geosmin, a naturally occurring 
compound that causes an earthy taste and 
odor.

Geosmin is not harmful, Bohannon said, 
but becomes more noticeable when the 
water is warm. The district uses powdered 
activated carbon at its conventional treat-
ment plant to control the problem but ran 
out of carbon at approximately the same 
time.

Carbon from the district’s Canadian 
supplier can take about a month to arrive. 
Bohannon has since found a supplier in 
Texas that should be able to deliver it 
more quickly.

“This one was a little self-inflicted,” 
Bohannon said. “I take responsibility for 
this one, and I do apologize to the district 
for how this one happened.”

The district has a two-year contract with 
the harvesting company. Bohannon said he 
will try to schedule future harvesting when 
the water is colder and odor problems are 
less severe.

New membranes ordered for the 
water-treatment plant were expected to 
arrive the following Monday, reducing the 
staff time now spent making almost daily 
repairs.

The district’s excess recycled-water 
supply declined from approximately 56 

million gallons at the beginning of the 
irrigation season to slightly more than 
21 million gallons as of the meeting. 
Recycled water will continue to be deliv-
ered to the golf courses until the supply is 
depleted or rain begins.

Gate and Security 
Improvements

Interim General Manager Amelia 
Wilder announced that the recurring Lago 
Gate malfunction had been repaired by 
replacing the failed wired connection with 
a wireless system. 

“Hallelujah,” Wilder said. “Everybody 
on the north, it has been fixed.”

Security Supervisor Branden Arino 
said gate failures can require traffic lanes 
to be closed, potentially delaying emer-
gency vehicles. He plans to discuss with 
the Rancho Murieta Association whether 
malfunctioning gates should remain open 
rather than blocking lanes needed by fire 
engines and ambulances.

Arino also cautioned drivers against 
following too closely behind residents 
entering through automatic gates. He said 
a driver recently struck the inner resident 
gate at South Gate, leaving it “hanging on 
by a thread.”

Cellular-enabled iPads have been placed 
at both gates so officers can continue pro-
cessing visitors during internet outages.

The board approved an upgrade to the 
ABDI gate-entry system that will provide 
license-plate recognition, driver’s-license 
scanning, offline visitor processing and a 
resident web and mobile portal.

The five-year agreement costs $2,414.50 
per month, or approximately $144,870 
over 60 months, plus sales tax. The 
$18,590 installation charge was waived.

Arino also is discussing more vis-
ible directional signs with the RMA 
Compliance Committee because existing 
signs can blend into the landscaping.

Two August incidents of note included 
a dog bite and gate officers assisting a dis-
oriented resident who arrived at South 
Gate in a golf cart after traveling along 
the highway. Using the “Bring Me Home 
Safe” program, officers escorted him 
home.

Gere’s Statements Challenged
During public comment, Jeff Pearson 

and Bob Keil separately challenged 
statements Director Bill Gere made on 
Nextdoor about water costs, development 
and water-augmentation fees. Gere is run-
ning for re-election.

Pearson, speaking for Rancho North 
development, read from a post in which 
Gere said a developer had “repeatedly 
stated” it would not pay for water explo-
ration. Gere also wrote that the entire 
$2 million to $3 million cost advocated 
by Pearson and several CSD candidates 
would have to be paid by residents.

Pearson said the post did not identify 
the developer, explain what it had refused 
to pay for or establish the basis for the 
estimate. He also objected to Gere’s ref-
erence to “your slate,” saying he does not 
have a slate.

Pearson said residents could not tell 

whether Gere was speaking as a private 
citizen, as a sitting director, as a candidate 
for reelection or as all three. “This lack of 
transparency in public statements creates a 
trust and confidence issue for the public,” 
Pearson said.

Keil disputed Gere’s statements about 
water-augmentation fees. He said Gere 
had suggested the fees could be spent on 
other purposes and that they amounted to 
“freebies to the developer.”

Keil said those statements were inac-
curate and asked District Counsel Patrick 
Enright to give another public presenta-
tion explaining how the fees are collected, 
what they may legally be used for and how 
long the district may retain the money.

“We’re at a crisis point right now where 
we need to spend that money, and the 
board is reluctant to spend it,” Keil said.

Keil also asked the district to revisit 
Lake Clementia as a potential water 
source by temporarily ending body-con-
tact recreation, applying to convert the 
lake to potable-water use and conducting 
the required testing.

Director Tim Maybee said recreational 
use is an RMA matter and that testing 
would be costly. Bohannon added that 
the district’s state regulator had advised 
against testing unless the district was pre-
pared to proceed because the results would 
remain valid for only a limited time.

Board President John Merchant said it 
was a broader issue that the Improvements 
Committee could discuss.

“So, nothing is being done,” Keil asked.
“It’s a bigger topic,” Merchant 

responded.

Other Improvements
Wilder said the district has ordered a 

new boardroom audiovisual system that 
will integrate microphones, recordings and 
transcription while helping meet accessi-
bility requirements.

Cybersecurity improvements have been 
installed and are being tested. The district 
also is pursuing an AT&T wireless backup 
system to keep its phones and gates oper-
ating during internet outages.

The district is working with Sacramento 
County on a wildfire and flood evacua-
tion plan. Wilder said upcoming union 
negotiations are expected to include a pro-
posal allowing gate officers to help direct 
traffic onto and off Highway 16 during 
emergencies.

The Lake Clementia spillway culvert 
repair is nearly complete, with additional 
rock and concrete work remaining before 
the rainy season. � H

CSD Addresses Water Odor, Gate Security, New GM Contract

An aquatic harvester used in hot weather causes a water odor issue. The board discussed the 
topic at the Rancho Murieta Community Services District meeting on Sept. 16. Photo courtesy 
of Aquatic Harvesting Inc.

By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- Several questions about 
how the Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
Distr ict  conducts  i ts 
business – from who con-
trols meeting agendas to 
whether the district should 
sponsor a candidates’ 
forum – surfaced during 
the Board of Directors’ 
Aug. 26 meeting.

The board also heard 
residents question how 
the district is preparing for 
costly litigation, how much 
it is spending on legal 
matters and whether com-
ments by Board President 
John Merchant on water 
policy could affect pub-
lic confidence in board 
deliberations.

See separate stories on 
the board’s 3-2 decision to 
dissolve the Water Vision 
Working Group, several 
looming district projects 
led by the Pera Drive sink-
hole, and the completion of 
the district’s overdue 2022-
23 and2023-24 audits.

Agenda
One of the sharpest 

exchanges involved proce-
dures for putting items on 
meeting agendas.

Director Tim Maybee 
said he was confused about 
whether one member of a 
committee could prevent 
an item from being placed 
on an agenda.

“I was not aware that a 
sole person on a committee 
could stop agendized items 
and/or approve it,” Maybee 
said, asking district coun-
sel Patrick Enright for 
clarification.

Enright said he would 

review district policy. 
Merchant acknowledged 
the process needed clar-
ification, saying there 
probably was no official 
designation spelling out 
how committee agendas 
were created.

“If we need to write 
something down and clear 
that up … please, let’s do 
it,” Merchant said.

Developer Bob Kyle 
then pointed out that the 
board packet already con-
tained a letter from his 
attorney David Cameron 
a d d r e s s i n g  a g e n d a 
procedures.

“We actually paid our 
attorney to research the 
process for putting things 
on the agenda,” Kyle said. 
“The question has been 
answered. I would hope 
you would refer to that and 
not have to pay your attor-
ney to redo it.”

Enright said he had the 
letter and was preparing a 
response.

Cameron’s Aug. 12 let-
ter said the district code 
gives the general manager, 
in consultation with the 
board president, responsi-
bility for setting the board 
agenda. But it also cited 
provisions allowing an 
individual director or com-
mittee member to request 
that an item be placed on a 
board agenda.

Cameron wrote that 
when those procedures are 
followed, district policy 
says the general manager 
“shall place” the matter 
on the agenda for the next 
reasonably available board 
meeting. He disputed the 
idea that separate autho-
rization from the board 
president was required.

T h e  c o n t r o v e r s y 
grew out of the Aug. 4 

Improvements Committee 
meeting and a request by 
Director Randy Jenco con-
cerning an emergency 
water tank, which Director 
Bill Gere confirmed he’d 
left off the agenda.

However, district guide-
lines distinguish between 
adding an item to a com-
mittee agenda and asking 
that an item be placed on a 
subsequent board agenda. 
The five-business-day pro-
visions cited by Cameron 
concern board agen-
das. Committee agendas 
have separate procedures, 
including requirements for 
adding an item after an 
agenda has been published.

T h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n 
became important when 
Cather ine Si lvera ,  a 
r e t i r e d  S a c r a m e n t o 
County Counsel attorney, 
addressed the board. She 
is also a candidate for the 
CSD Board.

Silvera said Cameron’s 
letter raised “important 
issues about the rights and 
responsibilities of elected 
directors” and said an inde-
pendently elected director 
should be able to bring an 
issue forward under district 
policy.

“ T h i s  c o m m u n i t y 
deserves assurances that 
proper procedure for set-
ting agendas will  be 
followed in the future, 
especially concerning 
important water issues,” 
she said.

Gere disputed her inter-
pretation. He maintained 
that the general manager 
and board president set the 
agenda. The two also dis-
agreed about when Jenco 
submitted his request.

The board did not 
resolve the competing 
interpretations. Enright 

agreed to review the mat-
ter and provide written 
clarification.

District Backs Away 
from Candidates’ 

Night
Governance questions 

returned when Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder asked whether the 
district should organize a 
candidates’ night for the 
November CSD election.

The field of 10 can-
didates contributed to 
concerns about space, staff 
time and cost.

Merchant recalled a pre-
vious gathering where 
people were turned away 
af ter  the  boardroom 
reached its 69-person fire-
code limit. Maybee said 
managing a forum with 
10 candidates would be a 
“monumental task.”

Enright said the district 
was not required to sponsor 
a forum and such events 
sometimes are organized 
by nonprofits or other 
groups. Jenco, however, 
said bringing all of the can-
didates together to answer 
the same questions would 
be more useful than sepa-
rate events.

Wi th  G e re  r ecus -
ing himself because he 
is a candidate, the board 
reached consensus that the 
district would not organize 
the event. Jenco favored 
district sponsorship; Butler, 
Maybee and Merchant did 
not.

The board left open the 
possibility of assisting an 
outside organization if one 
proposed a forum.

Rancho Murieta devel-
oper Carol Anderson 
Ward said she wanted a 
forum including all can-
didates. She objected to 

the prospect of Save Our 
Lakes & Open Spaces 
(SOLOS) organizing an 
event for candidates it sup-
ported and said it appeared 
that the gathering would 
be held on open-space 
property belonging to her 
development.

“I think to make this fair, 
we should have all the can-
didates together,” Ward 
said.

SOLOS moved its event 
to Stonehouse Park follow-
ing Ward’s comment at the 
meeting.

E n r i g h t  c a u t i o n e d 
that because the event 
involved an election, the 
district could not “be play-
ing favorites” in deciding 
which organization to 
assist. Maybee mentioned 
the League of Women 
Voters as an example of a 
nonpartisan organization 
that could conduct a forum.

Residents Question 
Litigation Costs, 
Board Process

Governance concerns 
also surfaced during public 
comment.

Roger Formanek, who 
described himself as a 
retired state attorney who 
had handled major contract 
litigation and arbitration, 
urged the district to investi-
gate whether the California 
Attorney General’s Office 
could provide assistance 
with litigation facing the 
district.

Formanek warned that 
complex litigation could 
become extremely expen-
sive and said the district 
should ensure it had appro-
priate legal representation. 
He acknowledged he did 
not know whether the 
district qualified for repre-
sentation by the Attorney 
General’s Office.

Mike Martel followed by 
asking how much the dis-
trict had spent on litigation 
during the year. Finance 
Director Cecilia Min said 
the information was con-
tained in district financial 

records and offered to 
provide Martel with a 
breakdown.

Jeff Pearson of Rancho 
Murieta Properties raised a 
different concern involving 
an Aug. 23 social-media 
post by Merchant titled 
“The High Stakes of a 
Community Water Plan.”

Pearson acknowledged 
Merchant’s right to express 
his views as a private cit-
izen but said the post 
advocated positions related 
to water issues before the 
board and matters involved 
in pending litigation. He 
questioned whether the 
comments could affect 
“public confidence in the 
CSD’s handling of the mat-
ter” and raise questions 
about “the impartiality of 
board deliberations.”

Pearson distributed cop-
ies and asked that the 
material become part of the 
public record. Merchant, 
who is also vice presi-
dent for SOLOS, did not 
respond to Pearson’s com-
ments during the meeting.

One final process com-
plaint came from resident 
Jim Farrell during discus-
sion of a $21,168 annual 
cybersecurity expenditure.

The discussion expanded 
into roughly 25 minutes 
about unbudgeted expen-
ditures and how the district 
should handle them. Farrell 
said that was the kind of 
discussion that should 
have occurred first at the 
Finance Committee.

“Don’t be holding your 
finance committee meet-
ings here,” Farrell told the 
board. “The public has told 
you your meetings drag on 
too long. Personally, I'm 
really interested in your 
business; I find this con-
versation boring.”

Merchant responded that 
the board had just agreed 
to send the broader budget 
issue there, and the board 
proceeded to approve the 
cybersecurity expenditure. 
� H

Agenda Rules, Candidates Forum 
Raise Questions at CSD Meetings
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Story and photo by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) - Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District 
has completed two more overdue annual 
audits, moving the district closer to catch-
ing up after years of delayed financial 
reporting and accounting problems.

Auditors from Richardson & Company 
presented the fiscal 2022-23 and 2023-
24 audits to the CSD Finance Committee 
Aug. 24, telling directors that they had 
seen significant improvement in the dis-
trict’s accounting and preparation for the 
audits. Two days later, the full board voted 
unanimously to receive and file both audit 
reports.

The district now has completed three 
audits in about a year and has two more 
fiscal years to finish. The 2024-25 audit is 
overdue, while the 2025-26 audit is not yet 
past its filing deadline. Finance Director 
Cecilia Min told the Finance Committee 
that staff is working on both years simulta-
neously and hopes to have the accounting 
work for both completed by the end of the 
year.

At the Aug. 26 board meeting, Director 
Linda Butler noted the change.

“We’ve gotten to the point where we 
have one that’s still past due and one that’s 
current,” Butler said. “Which is really 
great.”

Auditors Cite Measurable 
Improvement

Ingrid Sheipline of Richardson & Co. 
said one indication of the improvement 
was the number of adjustments audi-
tors had to make to the district’s financial 
statements. The auditors made seven 
adjustments for fiscal 2022-23 and four 
for 2023-24.

“That’s a significant improvement com-
pared to nearly 40 adjustments that we’ve 
had in previous audits,” Sheipline said. 
“Definitely an improvement in the pro-
cesses for preparing for the audit.”

She specifically credited Min for the 
change.

“I definitely want to recognize that 
Cecilia did a lot of work to get to that 
point,” Sheipline said.

Later in the presentation, Sheipline 
returned to Min’s role in getting the dis-
trict caught up, noting that Min has had 
to reconstruct financial records for years 
when she was not the district’s finance 
director.

“The fact that we’re almost current” rep-
resents significant improvement, Sheipline 
said. She commended Min “for all the 
excellent work that she’s done in preparing 
for the audits,” adding that Min was work-
ing on fiscal years “that she wasn’t here 
doing the accounting,” which required her 
to reconstruct and clean up earlier records. 
Sheipline also said Min had been “very 
responsive during the audit process.”

The audits still list three material weak-
nesses involving keeping the accounting 
system current,  year-end closing 
procedures and accounting for develop-
er-donated infrastructure. The findings 
relate to the earlier fiscal years covered by 
the audits; district management reported 
that the accounting had been brought cur-
rent as of January 2026.

Four findings previously classified as 

significant deficiencies were considered 
adequately addressed and removed from 
the current audit reports.

The auditors did identify other areas 
where additional work is needed. Among 
them are the district’s procedures for 
voided checks, inconsistencies between 
its reserve policy and accounting records, 
and an investment policy that has not been 
updated since 2016. State law requires the 
investment policy to be reviewed annually 
by the board.

One new control is an audit-preparation 
checklist requiring balance-sheet accounts 
to be reconciled before records go to the 
auditors. Min linked that process to the 
reduction in audit adjustments.

Auditors also discussed the accounting 
for infrastructure built by developers and 
later turned over to the district. Although 
no money changes hands when the infra-
structure is transferred, it becomes a 
district asset that CSD ultimately must 
maintain. Min said staff is continuing to 
make sure developer-donated infrastruc-
ture dating back to 2007 has been properly 
recorded.

Resident Asks How It Happened
The discussion prompted Rancho 

Murieta resident Maryjane Fatigati, who 
has a finance and accounting background, 
to question how previous boards could 
have made financial and budget decisions 
when basic accounting processes were not 
functioning reliably.

She pointed to bank reconciliations that 
had not been reviewed, inadequate trans-
action review and duplicate accounting.

“Who was watching the house here?” 
Fatigati asked.

Director Bill Gere acknowledged the 
extent of the past problems.

“If you look back for the last seven to 
10 years, it’s beyond comprehension,” 
Gere said. “But in the last 16, 18 months 
since Cecilia’s been here, we’ve come a 
long, long way,” he said.

Director John Merchant said staff 
essentially had to rebuild five years of 
accounting records.

“We’re getting financial statements at 
this point that we can trust,” Merchant 
said.

Min described the completion of the 
audits in more personal terms.

“When I see the financial statement, the 
finalization, I felt really relieved. So is my 
team,” Min said.

She described the accounting she inher-
ited as “so chopped up,” citing the absence 
of bank reconciliations and problems in 

accounts payable.
“The AP person was a security guard,” 

Min said. “AP ... is the first step of the 
accounting. If she’s entering things incor-
rectly, I have to go back and recreate the 
whole thing.”

The employee Min referred to had pre-
viously worked as a CSD gate officer 
before transferring to an office position, 
according to previous River Valley Times 
reporting. Min’s broader point was that 
financial positions require employees with 
appropriate accounting expertise.

“I felt like we had not been having the 
right person in the post who can do finan-
cial reporting,” Min said. “You need the 
financial reporting, the GASB, the GAAP 
knowledge to do the accounting right. So 
not having the right person in the post 
hurts the organization.”

Min expressed relief that the work had 
reached this point.

“What a relief that we’re done,” she 
said.

When she was praised for the accom-
plishment, Min quickly added, “My team, 
too. My team, too. They’ve gone through 
a lot.”

Staff also has been addressing dupli-
cate accounts-payable transactions. 
While reconstructing the fiscal 2024-25 
accounting, staff found instances in which 
checks apparently had been voided but 
the associated transactions remained in 
the accounting system, potentially leav-
ing duplicate expenses on the books. Staff 
identified and removed the duplicates.

Beginning in fiscal 2026-27, the 
district plans to prepare a monthly void-
ed-check report, maintain documentation 
of voided checks and track check numbers 
sequentially.

Preliminary 2025-26 Figures 
Show $819,000 Operating Loss
Along with the audits, Min presented 

the Finance Committee with preliminary 
financial results for the fiscal year that 
ended June 30, 2026.

She cautioned that the figures are pre-
liminary because staff still must complete 
bank reconciliations and reconcile bal-
ance-sheet accounts.

Operating revenue totaled about $9.4 
million, compared with a budget of about 
$9.6 million. Operating expenses were 
approximately $7.1 million, compared 
with a $6.9 million budget, while general 
and administrative expenses were approx-
imately $3.1 million, compared with $2.6 
million budgeted. Total expenses were 
about $10.2 million, or 107% of the $9.5 

million budget.
The preliminary figures show an 

$819,000 operating loss before prop-
erty-tax revenue. About $990,000 in 
property-tax revenue covered the loss, 
leaving a positive operating result of 
$171,000.

Min said that is not the position she ulti-
mately wants the district to be in. Utility 
revenue should pay for operations, she 
said, allowing property-tax revenue to be 
retained as a reserve rather than used to 
cover an operating shortfall.

Unexpected repairs and maintenance 
were a major contributor to the higher 
spending. Min said operating expenses 
were at 103% of budget largely because of 
repairs and emergencies for which money 
had not been budgeted.

“When you look at the 103, it’s all the 
repair and maintenance that we have, 
which was never budgeted,” Min said. 
“All those emergencies that we had in the 
last so many months, we don’t have the 
budget for it.”

Min said the district changed that 
approach in the new budget.

“In the fiscal year 27, we did budget for 
some emergency, you know, contingency,” 
she said.

The preliminary year-end figures show 
the Water Fund with the largest operating 
deficit, about $1 million, attributed pri-
marily to higher repair and maintenance, 
consulting and salary expenses.

Wastewater had operating income of 
$245,000. Drainage had an $81,000 loss, 
with repair and maintenance costs $55,000 
over budget. Solid Waste had operat-
ing income of $35,000, and Security had 
operating income of $101,000, primar-
ily because salary and benefit costs were 
lower than expected.

Other expenses also exceeded their bud-
gets. Consulting costs included temporary 
staffing for vacant district positions as well 
as about $16,000 for work on the district’s 
Great Plains accounting system. Human 
resources and recruitment expenses 
included HR to Go and $18,000 for the 
general manager recruitment. Some legal 
expenses related to developer activity are 
expected to be reclassified as non-operat-
ing expenses.

Work Continues  
on Remaining Audits

For fiscal 2024-25, staff has had to enter 
accounting records for March through 
June because the district’s financial report-
ing for that year stopped in February 2025. 
Staff also has been correcting duplicate 
accounts-payable transactions, completing 
bond accounting and reviewing repair and 
maintenance expenses to identify expen-
ditures that should be recorded as fixed 
assets.

Preparation for the 2025-26 audit began 
in August, with bank reconciliation about 
30% complete at the time of the report.

“We have two years down, three audits 
down, but we have two more years to go,” 
Min told the Finance Committee.

At the board meeting two days later, 
Merchant said the goal is for the district to 
be current by the end of the year. Min was 
more cautious, saying she hopes to have 
the accounting for the two remaining years 
completed by then but cannot control the 
auditors’ schedule. � H

Two More Overdue CSD Audits Completed

Cecilia Min, Rancho Murieta Community Services District director of Finance; and Ingrid 
Sheipline, a partner with the Richardson & Company accounting firm, report the completion of 
the long overdue audits for fiscal years 2022-23 and 2023-24 at the Aug. 24 Finance Committee 
meeting and at the Aug. 26 board meeting. 
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Following is a summary 
of activity for the Rancho 
M u r i e t a  C o m m u n i t y 
Services District Security 
Department for the follow-
ing dates. Note: these log 
entries are condensed. For 
full security log details, 
go to the CSD website at 
rmcsd.com.

Sept. 3
6:06 p.m., While con-

ducting patrol at Lake 
Calero, Patrol observed 
three adult males fishing 
along the lake. The sub-
jects were recognized from 
a previous incident involv-
ing guests fishing without a 
resident present and with-
out valid California fishing 
licenses. 

RMCSD Patrol con-
tacted the group. One 
subject identified himself 
as a Rancho Murieta res-
ident; however, RMCSD 
records did not show the 
subject as a listed resi-
dent, tenant or occupant. 
The subject stated he had 

recently moved into the 
community. The subject 
was operating a golf cart 
registered to the same res-
idence. Patrol advised the 
subject to have the prop-
erty owner update the 
resident information with 
the appropriate records. 

Patrol requested that 
all members of the group 
provide valid California 
fishing licenses. One sub-
ject provided a valid 
license. The other two 
subjects were unable to 
provide licenses but stated 
they had purchased them 
several days earlier. Patrol 
advised the subjects of 
Rancho Murieta fish-
ing regulations requiring 
individuals over 16 years 
of age to possess a valid 
California fishing license 
while fishing.

Patrol attempted to 
contact the associated 
residence to verify the 
subject’s residency but 
received no answer. The 

subjects were advised that 
fishing license compli-
ance would be checked 
during future contacts. No 
enforcement action was 
taken at this time

Sept. 5
11:17 p.m., Lago Drive: 

Patrol responded to a noise 
complaint regarding loud 
music from a residential 
gathering. Upon arrival, 
Patrol contacted a resident 
associated with the  resi-
dence, who agreed to lower 
the music. While Patrol 
was on scene, a neighbor-
ing resident approached 
and complained about the 
noise. 

The resident associated 
with the gathering made 
a statement indicating an 
intention to confront the 
complainant before return-
ing inside the residence. 
Patrol remained in the area 
to ensure the music was 
lowered. The music was 
reduced but remained audi-
ble from a nearby street. 

Patrol advised that if addi-
tional complaints were 
received, the Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s Office 
should be notified.

Sept. 6
2 : 3 6  a . m . ,  P a t r o l 

observed a vehicle at 
Gazebo Park after posted 
park hours. Patrol con-
tacted the occupants and 
advised them of the vio-
lation. After contact, the 
group departed the area. 
Shortly afterward, Patrol 
located the same vehicle at 
Stonehouse Park in viola-
tion of the same park-hours 
rule.

8:55 p.m., RMCSD 
Patrol received a report of 
a vehicle collision involv-
ing the South Gate inner 
resident-lane gate arm. A 
review of South Gate traf-
fic camera footage showed 
a newer model silver 
Lexus following closely 
behind another vehicle 
at a high rate of speed. 
The Lexus struck the gate 
arm and continued into 
Murieta South without 
stopping. The vehicle sub-
sequently made a U-turn 
near the intersection of 
Murieta South Parkway 
and Celebrar Street and 
exited Murieta South in an 
unknown direction. South 
Gate LPR footage was 
reviewed; however, the 
vehicle was traveling too 
fast for the license plate 
to be clearly captured, 
and the vehicle could not 
be identified. The gate 

arm sustained significant 
damage to the mounting 
bracket and was rendered 
inoperable.

Sept. 7
A  n o n - r e s i d e n t 

responded to RMCSD 
Dispatch to report a purse 
belonging to her daughter 
as lost or possibly stolen 
from a nearby restaurant. 
The  repor t ing  par ty 
advised that the purse con-
tained AirPods and that she 
was tracking their location 
through a mobile device. 
At the reporting party’s 
request, Patrol accompa-
nied her to Magno Court, 
where the tracking infor-
mation indicated the 
property might be located. 
The reporting party con-
tacted occupants at two 
residences and requested 
permission to check the 
respective backyard areas. 
The purse was not located. 
The reporting party was 
provided with the North 
and South Gate telephone 
numbers in the event the 
purse was turned in to 
RMCSD Lost and Found. 

Sept. 8
3:42 a.m., While on 

patrol, Patrol observed an 
adult male walking east-
bound along Highway 16. 
The subject was described 
as approximately 5’6”, 
average build, with long 
hair and a beard, wear-
ing blue jeans, a blue coat 
and carrying a blue back-
pack. Patrol staged in the 

RMCSD parking lot and 
monitored the subject due 
to his proximity to the 
South Gate entrance. Patrol 
contacted the subject and 
determined he was not a 
Rancho Murieta resident. 
The subject was advised 
that Rancho Murieta is a 
gated community and pri-
vate property. The subject 
continued eastbound on 
Highway 16 and was heard 
yelling while walking 
along the roadway. Patrol 
subsequently staged near 
a vulnerable section of the 
perimeter fence to ensure 
the subject did not attempt 
to enter the community. 

Sept. 11
10:54 p .m. ,  Patrol 

located a group of juve-
niles at Gazebo Park after 
established park hours. The 
group was also observed in 
an area containing litter. 
Patrol contacted the juve-
niles, advised them of the 
park-hours violation and 
directed them to clean up 
the litter and leave the area. 
The group was in viola-
tion of Rule IX, Section 
2-Park Hours, and citations 
were issued. As the group 
departed, one juvenile 
ran after a moving Toyota 
Tacoma and jumped into 
the bed of the vehicle.

Sept. 14
5:52 p.m., A resident 

arrived at South Gate 
reporting he was lost. 
Patrol escorted the resi-
dent home, where he safely 
gained entry.�  H
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 6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.375%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years    Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions;  

Except for Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

SECURITY LOGS

CSD Dissolves Water Vision Working Group in 3-2 Vote
Story and photo  
by Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The Rancho Murieta 
Communi ty  Serv ices 
District Board voted 3-2 
on Aug. 26 to dissolve 
the Water Vision Working 
Group following a brief 
review of a matrix devel-
oped to track the district’s 
water issues, projects and 
possible solutions.

The matrix was designed 
to pull together the numer-
ous water-related matters 
facing the district and show 
their status and next steps. 
It was intended to pro-
vide a single place to track 
work that had previ-
ously been spread among 
reports, studies and district 
discussions.

The board made no 
changes to the matrix. It 
was left as it had come 
out of the Improvements 
Committee.

Director Randy Jenco 
said the committee had 
already reviewed the 
matrix at the board’s direc-
tion and brought it back. 
He suggested that unless 
directors had questions, 
they move to the follow-
ing agenda item: whether 
the Water Vision Working 
Group  i t se l f  should 
continue.

“I believe everybody has 
heard the discussion at the 
Improvements Committee 
and listened to the review 
of the matrix,” Jenco said. 
“So, unless there’s any 
questions, I’m not sure 
what’s to be reviewed.”

The  Wate r  Vi s ion 
Working Group was 

structured to bring together 
different interests involved 
in Rancho Murieta’s water 
future. Its membership 
included Jenco represent-
ing the CSD board, Jeff 
Pearson of Rancho Murieta 
Properties representing the 
developers, the RMA gen-
eral manager representing 
the homeowners associ-
ation, and resident Tom 
Shewchuk representing 
the community. The staff 
members were Interim 
Operations Manager Travis 
Bohannon and Interim 
General Manager Amelia 
Wilder.

The board had assigned 
the group four areas of 
work: groundwater wells, 
Lake Clementia, prepara-
tion for an Urban Water 
Management Plan and a 
water audit. Shewchuk 
reminded directors that the 
board originally assigned 
three tasks and subse-
quently added the water 
audit at his request.

District counsel Patrick 
Enright recommended dis-
solving both the Water 
Vision Working Group 
and the Administrative 
O v e r s i g h t  A d  H o c 
Committee and allow-
ing the incoming general 

manager to determine what 
groups, if any, should be 
used in the future.

Enright said the district 
already has standing com-
mittees, and the temporary 
groups had served a pur-
pose while the district was 
operating with an interim 
general manager and other 
interim or vacant positions. 

“I think they serve their 
purpose, but at this time we 
should start with a clean 
slate,” Enright said.

Jenco disagreed with dis-
solving the Water Vision 
Working Group. He said 
its work had barely begun 
because of obstacles it had 
encountered and suggested 
instead that the group be 
put on hold until a new 
general manager was hired. 
The new GM could then 
decide whether it should 
continue.

Director Linda Butler 
supported dissolution. 
She said the district plans 
to hire a water opera-
t ions director  whose 
professional responsibili-
ties would encompass the 
work being performed by 
the group, including prepa-
ration of an Urban Water 
Management Plan and 
oversight of water, sewer 

and drainage. She said 
working groups had pro-
vided a bridge while the 
district lacked an opera-
tions director, but those 
responsibilities ultimately 
should reside with profes-
sional staff.

Director Tim Maybee 
argued strongly for keep-
ing the Water Vision 
Working Group, saying 
it should be considered 
separa te ly  f rom the 
Administrative Oversight 
Ad Hoc Committee.

“The working commit-
tee has probably produced 
more than our stand-
ing committees have on a 
lot of the subjects here,” 
Maybee said.

As one example, he 
pointed to the Dunn geo-
physics proposal, saying 
the working group had 
brought the board a clearly 
outlined proposal that 
included a budget.

“I think the work is 
good,” Maybee said. 
“I think this committee 
should stay in place.”

He said that after the 
new general manager hires 
an operations professional, 
the working group could 
assist that person.

Director  Bi l l  Gere 
favored dissolving the 
group and raised concerns 
about its composition. He 
said that if a Water Vision 
group were reconstituted, 
it should have a more fair 
and balanced represen-
tation of the community, 
have an agenda and oper-
ate under the Brown Act.

That prompted a pointed 
exchange with Pearson, 
who challenged Gere’s ear-
lier characterization of the 
working group as being 

made up of developers. 
Gere acknowledged mak-
ing the statement and said 
he stood by it.

Pearson then asked, 
“Is Mr.  Shewchuk a 
developer?”

“He owns a buildable 
lot,” Gere responded, 
drawing laughter from the 
audience.

Pearson defended both 
the composition and work 
of the group, saying it 
brought together people 
representing residents, the 
CSD board, RMA, devel-
opment interests and the 
public.

“We’ve done a lot. We 
made a lot of progress,” 
Pearson said, adding that 
part of him viewed dissolv-
ing the group as snatching 
“defeat from the jaws of 
victory.”

He questioned the wis-
dom of eliminating an 
existing group in antici-
pation of hiring a water 
operations manager who 
was not yet on staff. A new 
manager, he said, would 
need time to learn the dis-
trict’s complicated history 
and could benefit from the 
knowledge already assem-
bled in the working group.

Shewchuk expressed 
a different kind of frus-
tration. He reminded the 
board that it had char-
tered the working group 
to address wells, Lake 
Clementia and prepara-
tion for an Urban Water 
Management Plan and later 
agreed to add the water 
audit. 

“You chartered us with 
four tasks,” Shewchuk 
said.

But he said the group 
had been stalled for six 

months and, without a 
director of operations 
likely to be hired immedi-
ately, he saw little prospect 
of making progress in the 
next several months. 

“I actually hope you do 
shut us down,” Shewchuk 
said. “Please vote to shut 
us down.”

Merchant said the dis-
trict’s approach to water 
planning needs to move 
to a higher level, begin-
ning with an Urban Water 
Management Plan as the 
district approaches the 
3,000-connection thresh-
old. He said the plan would 
assess whether the dis-
trict can provide enough 
water for existing cus-
tomers through droughts 
and emergencies as well 
as anticipated develop-
ment over the next 20 
years, and it would have to 
demonstrate that proposed 
supplies have the financing 
and infrastructure needed 
to make them more than 
“paper water.”

He said the district 
should use work already 
completed through the 
Integrated Water Master 
Plan and Water Vision 
Working Group as it devel-
ops a comprehensive water 
plan under the direction 
of professional operations 
staff.

The board voted 3-2 to 
dissolve the Water Vision 
Working Group, with 
Butler, Gere and Merchant 
in favor and Jenco and 
Maybee opposed.

T h e  b o a r d  t h e n 
separately voted unan-
imously to dissolve the 
Administrative Oversight 
Ad Hoc Committee, effec-
tive immediately. � H

Developer Jeff Pearson hands out material at the Rancho 
Murieta Community Services District Board meeting on Aug. 
26. Pearson was a member of the Water Vision Working Group 
that was dissolved at the meeting. 
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Call today for a policy review and quote!

14650 Cantova Way, St. 204
Rancho Murieta, CA  95683 
jtaylor3@farmersagent.com

John Taylor
Farmers Insurance Agent/Broker

(916) 485-3236

License #: 0678249

916-402-6021 (Cell)

For All Your 
Insurance Needs 
— In Business 
Since 1984

Serving Rancho Murieta, Sloughhouse  
and Sacramento County.

River Valley Times is a 
member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the River Valley Times to strive 
for an objective point of view in the reporting of 
news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The River Valley Times is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire 
contents of the River Valley Times are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or 
composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
same must be obtained from the publisher.
Subscriptions should be mailed to River Valley Times, 
2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, Carmichael, CA 95608. 
The River Valley Times is published twice monthly. 
Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 
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We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111

180 Monthly Payments of $8.17 per $1,000 Borrowed 360 Monthly Payments of $6.16 per $1,000 Borrowed

5.500% 5.80% 6.250% 6.44%

ELK GROVE • 9003 Elk Grove Blvd. • 916-685-3936
RANCHO MURIETA • 7185 Murieta Drive • 916-354-2661

SHELDON • 8973 Grant Line Road • 916-686-0200
Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance premiums. Maximum loan $650,000.00,  

primary or vacation residence. 20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  
25% equity required on refinance. Other loans available under different terms.

LOAN TERMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
Se Habla 
Español

Shanei Oriental Rug Gallery

Oriental Rugs | Persian Rugs | Navajo | Tapestries
Sell . Buy . Hand Washing . Restoration . Appraisal
916.792.5408 | 11267 Coloma Road - Gold River

www.SHANEI.com Since 1989Pick-up & Delivery
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Honor Thy Elders...
 Senior Living Transitions, LLC

www.HonorThyElders.com
916 320-3631

Gerontology Degree
Caryl Abshire, LNHA

• All Care Facilities
• Independent Living • Respite
• In Home Care Providers
• Companion • VA Aid
• Medical Alert • Estate Planning

Over 25
years

experience

Quality Service At 
Competitive Prices!!!

We currently provide pest  

protection for over 500 homes in your community!!

Call Today and Compare!

Be sure and ask about our Murieta Special!!!

916-354-0209

Rancho Murieta Residents 
Owned & Operated

“Particular Homeowners 
Deserve Apex”

CALL Jessie –  

FREE ESTIMATES

209-210-0625BEST PRICE BEST PRICE 
Stump  Stump  

Grinding Grinding 
& Tree Service& Tree Service

• We have all the hard-to-find sidings
• Quality lumber for any size project

• Competitive pricing
• Variety of deck materials

• Local Steving family owned & operated

(916)  

455-3057“Since 1949” 
5310 Franklin Blvd. • Sacramento

 Carpet • Tile • Grout • Natural Stone

Deep Steam Carpet Cleaning

Tile & Grout Restoration

Natural Stone Cleaning  
& Sealing

Proud Rancho Murieta Resident • Licensed & Insured
Lic # GNB32024-01516 • Call for a FREE Estimate Today!

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

River Valley Times 
    Facebook: @therivervalleytimes

Auto Body
Certified Collision Repair Experts Since 1991

w w w. a u t o b o d ye x p r e s s i o n s. c o m

916-685-5078
9734 Dino Dr. 

Elk Grove

l Lifetime Warranty 
l Family Owned & Operated 
l OEM Certified Technicians 
l Most Insurance Welcome 
l Most Makes & Models

Inc.
E X P R E S S I O N S

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H

SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 
WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!
Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551 

 to advertise with us today! to advertise with us today!
River Valley Times River Valley Times •• Messenger Publishing Group Messenger Publishing Group
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Music Mike Returns  
to Lake Clementia

Music Mike returns to the Lake 
Clementia Amphitheater Sunday, Sept. 
27 for an evening of music and activ-
ities for children and families. Music 
Mike will entertain children with familiar 
songs while leading them in singing and 
movement activities. The music begins 
promptly at 5 p.m. 

The free event is open to Rancho 
Murieta families and their guests and is 
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Rancho 
Murieta as its annual Music Mike Concert.

Community Invited to Beer, 
Brats & Bingo 

Please join us for a Beer, Brats & Bingo 
night on Saturday October 17 in the social 
hall at St. Vincent De Paul church. Enjoy a 
buffet of bratwurst, hotdogs, potato salad, 
sauerkraut, green salad and dessert. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. with a no-host bar, dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. and bingo at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $25 per adult, $15 per child under 12. 

Admission includes two bingo cards. 
Ticket sales start the weekend of Sept. 

26 and 27 and can be purchased before 
and after all Masses. Or contact Karen 
Mauro at 916 461-3286.

Home Hardening Booth  
Planned at Summerfest

Hardening homes against wildfires 
will be the thrust when the South County 
Fire Safe Council operates a booth at 
Summerfest in Stonehouse Park on Oct. 2 
and Oct. 3. The carnival hours are from 6 
p.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday and from noon 
to 11 p.m. on Saturday. 

The fire safe council event is being 
aligned with National Fire Prevention 
Week. Volunteers will provide information 
on home hardening projects to attendees 
who are interested in making their homes 
more fire-resistant.

 They also will hand out emergency 
kit swag and other fire safety materi-
als. Although Summerfest doesn’t allow 
booths at the annual event, it made an 

exception this year because of the impor-
tance of the topic, according to Board 
President Sherry Carrillo.

Community Invited 
to Van Halen Tribute

The community is invited to a con-
cert by Atomic Punks, A Tribute to the 
Early Van Halen Band, at 8 p.m. Oct. 7 at 
Rancho Murieta Country Club. Tickets are 
$35 or $20 for members and $30 for non-
members. Tickets are on sale at the club, 
Barcode Barbers and Ace Hardware. 

The event will raise money for Terrace 
Patio improvements. David Lee Roth, 
the original lead vocalist and flamboyant 
frontman of Van Halen, has been quoted as 
naming the Atomic Punks as “the best trib-
ute to Van Halen ever.”

Bookmobile Changes  
Rancho Murieta Schedule

The Sacramento Public Library 
Mobile Services, formerly known as the 
Bookmobile, has changed its Rancho 

Murieta schedule and will now visit on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month 
from 10 a.m. to noon outside the Murieta 
Village Clubhouse. The Bookmobile 
will offer a Halloween Storytime at the 
Clubhouse at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
21.

During warmer or inclement weather, 
books and other materials will be available 
inside the Clubhouse. Residents can obtain 
library cards, reserve materials online and 
pick up books, audiobooks and DVDs for 
children and adults. A Seed Library featur-
ing flower and herb seeds is also currently 
available.

Wilton Bingo Oct. 3
The next Wilton Bingo will be on 

Saturday, Oct. 3 in the Wilton Community 
Center. Doors open at 5 p.m. with food 
available for sale and Bingo starts at 6 
p.m. All proceeds go to two nonprofits: the 
local Park Council and the Wilton History 
Group. 9717 Colony Road at Dillard 
Road, Wilton.� H

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

ST. LUKE’S ANNUAL  
FALL FESTIVAL  

7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday 
Oct. 3, 7595 Center Parkway, 
Sacramento. White elephants, 
plants and childrens clothes 

(donations appreciated), 
games for kids, food, jewelry, 
collectibles, china and holiday 
boutique for sale. For more 

info call 916-585-2234.

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 6 8 5 - 5 5 3 3

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

Roofing

Automotive

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Roofing

Painting

Yard Sale? 
Garage Sale?

Advertise it  
in your local  
community 
newspaper!

Call (916) 685-5533

SIDEWALK SALE by seniors 
at Pioneer Tower,  

515 P Street, Thursday,  
October 8th from 9am till 3pm  
                                         (9/25/26)

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas

CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

Home Improvement

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

YARD  
CLEANUP
Sod installation

Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

Visit: mpg8.com

Sidewalk Sale

Landscaping

l New Roof Installation
l Roof Repairs
l Roof Maintenance
l Roof Leak Repairs
l Roof Moss Removal
l Commercial Roofing  
   Repairs

l Commercial Roof  
   Installations
l Seamless Gutters  
   and Downspouts 
l Lifetime Gutter Guard 
   Screen Installation

916-900-ROOF (7663)

LIC# 1039405 LICENSED, BONDED  
& FULLY INSURED

Trusted Roofing Experts with 
Over 30 Years of Experience  

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

FREE ESTIMATES
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(916) 428-7000 (916) 685-6917(916) 428-7000
AD PROOF

Issue:
Zone: Pocket/Land Park       Natomas         Elk Grove 

Amount Due: 

ALL SPELLING IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL ADDRESSES ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL COPY IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

OK NO CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement AS-IS and 
approval is given for publishing.

OK PENDING CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED 
and approval is given for publishing of corrected material.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!  
Please check all copy carefully and initial each space.

X
Signature Date

Our Neighborhood Shopper, The Natomas Shopper, and Elk Grove Laguna Shopper  
are not responsible for errors not indicated on this proof sheet.

Approval or Request for Changes 
must be received by  

Please complete the following and return
by fax (916) 685-0271 or call (916) 685-6917

NOTES:

NO

Please Note: This courtesy ad proof is provided at no charge.  Additional changes requiring a second proof may result in an extra charge.

ALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIR
Interior/Exterior Remodel, 
Improvements and Repair
Quality Work Guaranteed

• Bathrooms • Kitchens • Electrical • Plumbing
• Fencing • Fans • Decks • Doors • Windows • Tile
• Baseboards • Sheetrock • Dry Rot • Texture 
• Lighting  • Sprinkler Repair • Framing and More

AFFORDABLERATES!

Give Us a Call We Are 
More Affordable Than All!   

916-287-6164

CSLB#11349817
Insured and Bonded

REFERRALS AVAILABLE

FREE FREE 
EstimatesEstimates

Home Improvement

Landscaping

Free Estimates. Quality Roofing Built  
on Trust. Delivers dependable service  
and lasting results. We use premium  

materials and meticulous craftsmanship  
to ensure every job stands the test of time.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING 
   OWNER OPERATED    44 Years in Business

License # 407605          BBB Credited A+ Rating

EL NINO IS COMING.  
IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED?
A small leak today can become expensive 
tomorrow. Let our company inspect your roof 
and keep your home protected through the 
rainy season.
l August Specials:  
FREE Solar attic fan  
installed on new roof
l $2500 gutter guard 
installed on most homes (call for quote)

Jim at 916-531-2793  
or call Mike Moylen  
at 209-894-6605

Dog Training

Is your dog misbehaving? 
Bad manners? Leash pull-

ing? Call Tina (916) 215-7485.
GOIN’ TO THE DOGS

Fall Festival

YYAARRDD  CCLLEEAANNUUPP  &&  
DDEECCOORRAATTIIVVEE  RROOCCKK
Fall one-time cleanup 

pruning. Also bark, 
weed control, sod, 
seed, hauling, etc. 

Mobile homes, 
commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.
916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Wanted to Buy

Dad’s Old Stereo and Large 
Speakers. ALTEC, JBL, or?  
Call Greg at 662-998-0857. 

                                        (10/16/26)

Call (209) 745-1551 Call (209) 745-1551   
to advertise with us today!to advertise with us today!

River Valley Times River Valley Times 
Messenger Publishing GroupMessenger Publishing Group  

Grow your business here!Grow your business here!

We can help.
Call us now to place
your legal advertising!

Do You Need 
Your Legal Ads 
Published?

916-773-1111
All legal ads published by Messenger Publishing Group.

916-773-1111
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person, animal or property.
The notice, which was issued to Carrillo 

and his wife Sherry Luman-Carrillo, did 
not impose a fine. It warned, however, that 
another violation of the same kind within 
12 months could result in a proposed $100 
fine. Carrillo has filed a written appeal, 
which the Compliance Committee will 
consider on Oct. 7.

Their appeal said the description of a 
person tethered to a dog by a leash while 
riding a skateboard in the notice wasn’t 
accurate. 

“Danny was riding a motorized skate-
board while holding a dog’s leash in hand. 
At no point was the dog, the leash, or the 
person attached or tethered to the skate-
board – or to one another by any means 
other than a hand-held leash,” they wrote. 
“Additionally, Leo was not towing the 
skateboard.”

The River Valley Times asked RMA 
what prompted the notice and why the rule 
was being enforced against Carrillo after 
years of the same activity. The newspaper 
also asked whether RMA had previously 
enforced the rule against Carrillo or other 
residents riding bicycles, skateboards or 
scooters while attached to an animal.

General Manager Vicky Lentz declined 
to address those questions.

“RMA respects the privacy of its mem-
bers and does not comment on, discuss, 
or disclose matters involving individual 
compliance notices, enforcement actions, 
or resident account information,” Lentz 
wrote.

She said RMA has a policy of not 
responding to questions involving specific 
residents or alleged violations.

Residents Question Enforcement
Three residents who responded to River 

Valley Times inquiries questioned why 
Carrillo was cited after years of skate-
boarding through the community with his 

dogs.
Don Ogden, who said he served on the 

RMA Compliance Committee for several 
years, recalled the committee discussing 
the rule several years ago. Carrillo was 
already riding his skateboard with Leo at 
the time, Ogden said, while some residents 
were walking their dogs from golf carts.

“We did not see these as issues needing 
attention or enforcement,” Ogden said.

He said the committee concentrated 
instead on making sure electric bicycles 
did not exceed speed limits and that riders 
obeyed traffic rules.

Kim Doughty said she has seen Carrillo 
skateboarding with Leo for years and dis-
puted the notice’s description of the dog as 
tethered to the skateboard.

She also questioned whether association 
rules are being applied consistently, saying 
she sees residents pulling dogs tethered 
to golf carts and children riding scooters 
through stop signs.

Myrna Solomon said it was ludicrous 
that Carrillo was cited. 

“I have watched him go up and down 
the street with his awesome dog for years 
and years,” she said. “I’ve never had a 
problem with that.” 

Previous Conflict with Board
Carrillo resigned from the RMA board 

in August 2025 after a public rift with 
fellow directors. He said he had been 
improperly excluded from executive-ses-
sion discussions after being accused of 
disclosing, or threatening to disclose, con-
fidential information. Carrillo denied the 
accusations.

Board members said they acted on 
legal advice but could not publicly reveal 
the underlying details because they were 
confidential. 

Carrillo later criticized the board for 
declining to consider his proposal for a 
committee devoted to leadership training, 
communication and transparency. � H

RMA Cites Ex-Director for Skating with Dog
Continued from page 1
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Summerfest Returns to Stonehouse Park Oct. 2 and 3
By Gail Bullen 
River Valley Times 
Reporter

RANCHO MURIETA, CA (MPG) 
- The annual Summerfest 
Carnival will return to 
Stonehouse Park in Rancho 
Murieta on Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 2 and 3.

The community tradi-
tion will offer carnival 
rides, games, food trucks, 
live music and activities 
for children and adults. 
The event is open only to 
Rancho Murieta residents 
and their guests.

Tickets, tournament reg-
istration and additional 
information are available 
at summerfest-ranchomu-
rieta.org.

Gates open at 5 p.m. 
Friday for Family Fun 
Night. New this year is a 
character meet-and-greet 
from 6 to 8 p.m., giving 
children an opportunity 
to take photographs with 
some of their favorite 
movie characters.

An adult Trivia Night 
will also be held from 6 to 
8 p.m. Participants must 
be at least 18 and regis-
ter in advance through the 
Summerfest website.

Adam Aldama & The 
Aces will take the stage 
from 8 to 11 p.m. with 
a tribute to Bruno Mars. 
Aldama, a Sacramento 
singer, musician and pro-
ducer, fronts the band 
performing Mars’ hits.

Saturday’s activities 
begin when the carnival 
opens at noon. The sched-
ule includes a petting 
zoo from noon to 4 p.m., 
Bingo and a poker tour-
nament at 1 p.m., and a 
cornhole tournament at 5 
p.m. Advance registration 

at the Summerfest website 
is required for the poker 
and cornhole tournaments. 
Cornhole participants must 
be at least 18.

DJ Louie Giovanni will 
provide music from 8 to 11 
p.m. Saturday.

The event will also fea-
ture a special informational 
booth from the South Fire 
Safe Council, offering “lit-
tle freebies” while focusing 
primarily on home–hard-
ening tips and fire safety 
information for residents. 
Although organizers typ-
ically do not allow booths 
at Summerfest, Board 
President Sherry Carrillo 
said they made an excep-
tion this year because 
fire–safety education is 
“something important 
for the community” and 
Summerfest is “the perfect 
place for it.”

Food trucks will be on 
site both days. Friday’s 
lineup includes Street 

Philly Food, Smokin’ Ewe 
BBQ, Gameday Grill, 
Bangin’ Churro Bar and 
Taco Girl Food. Saturday’s 
vendors include WildFire 
Pizza, The Fry Boys, Taco 
Girl Food, Allen BBQ & 
Burgers, and The Mini 
Donut Shack.

The Summerfest bar 
will be cashless this year, 
accepting debit and credit 
cards, Apple Pay and 
Google Pay.

Raley’s is the title 
sponsor of this year’s 
Summerfest. Although it 
is not open to the general 
public, a sponsors-only 
Wine Gala will be held 
from 5:30 to 10 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 1. The 
“Yacht Rock Revival” 
evening will  include 
food, wine, carnival rides 
and music by the Yacht 
Rockers tribute band.

D a i l y  S u m m e r f e s t 
wristbands are $35 when 
purchased online and $40 

at the gate. An online–
only family four–pack is 
available for $120, a $20 
savings. 

Children 4 and younger 
are admitted free. Online 
service and transaction fees 
apply.

Wristbands cover car-
nival rides and activities 
but do not include carni-
val games, carnival food, 
food trucks or alcoholic 
beverages. 

Friday wristbands that 
have not been used may 
be exchanged for Saturday 
wristbands, but refunds 
will not be issued.

Summerfest has adopted 
a new bag policy this year. 
Backpacks and large bags 
will not be permitted. Only 
clear bags, clear back-
packs and small purses will 
be allowed. Diaper bags, 
purses and strollers are 
subject to search. Outside 
food, drinks and alcohol 
are prohibited.

Summerfest was formed 
in the late 1990s by 
Rancho Murieta residents 
seeking more recreational 
facilities and family activ-
ities for the community. 
The nonprofit organization 
has raised more than $1 
million, including donated 
services, for educational 
and recreational projects 
benefiting Rancho Murieta 
youth and families.

2026 Summerfest 
Schedule

Thursday, Oct. 1 – 
Sponsors only

5:30 p.m. – Wine Gala 
begins

Live music by Yacht 
Rockers

10 p.m. – Gala ends
Friday, Oct. 2 –Family 

Fun Night
5 p.m. – Carnival gates 

open
Food trucks: Street 

Philly Food, Smokin’ Ewe 
BBQ, Gameday Grill, 

Bangin’ Churro Bar and 
Taco Girl Food

6 to 8 p.m. – Adult Trivia 
Night; advance registration 
required

6 to 8 p.m. – Character 
meet–and–greet

8 to 11 p.m. – Adam 
Aldama & The Aces

11 p.m. – Gates close
Saturday, Oct. 3

Noon – Carnival gates 
open

Food trucks: WildFire 
Pizza, The Fry Boys, Taco 
Girl Food, Allen BBQ 
& Burgers and The Mini 
Donut Shack

Noon to 4 p.m. – Petting 
zoo

1 p.m. – Bingo
1 p.m. – Poker tourna-

ment; advance registration 
required

5 p.m. – Cornhole 
tournament; advance regis-
tration required

8 to 11 p.m. – DJ Louie 
Giovanni

11 p.m. – Gates close� H

A popular Bruno Mars tribute band that delighted attendees last year is slated to return to this year’s Summerfest. File photo by Gail Bullen


