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FOOD & FARM
NEWS

Dixon Fire 
Department 
Douses Area 

Blaze

By MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
Dixon Fire Department 
responded to and extin-
guished a residential 
structure fire on Sept. 
25, a short distance from 
Tremont  E lemen ta ry 
School. 

Just before 2 a.m., 
the department received 
a report of a fire in the 
300 block of Manning 
Way. Upon arrival, crews 
encountered a working 
fire involving the second 
story of the residence. All 
residents were safely evac-
uated from the home.

A second alarm was 
requested due to the con-
ditions encountered and 
the potential need for addi-
tional resources. Once 
f i rs t -a larm resources 
arrived on scene and crews 
made significant prog-
ress on the fire, the second 
alarm was canceled. 

Fire crews extinguished 
the blaze at approximately 
2:17 a.m. Firefighters 
remained on scene for sev-
eral hours to ensure the fire 
was fully extinguished. 
The cause of the fire has 
been determined and is not 
considered suspicious.

Personnel and resources 
from the City of Vacaville 
Fire Department, UC Davis 
Fire Department, Winters 
Fire Department, City of 
Davis Fire Department and 
Fairfield Fire Department 
assisted the Dixon Fire 
Department. Vacaville Fire 
personnel also provided 
coverage at Dixon Fire 
Station 81 while Dixon 
crews worked the incident.

Additional assistance 
was provided by the 
Dixon Police Department, 
Medic Ambulance and 
the American Red Cross. 
The residents were pro-
vided with  a  SAVE 
(Supplying Aid to Victims 
of  Emergency)  card 
through the California Fire 
Foundation to assist with 
immediate needs following 
the fire. 

The NorCal Emergency 
Responders Organization 
provided breakfast to 
members of the Dixon Fire 
Department who remained 
on scene in the morning.�

David and Normalee Barton on their wedding day, Sept. 28, 
1952. Photo courtesy of Linda Knox

David and Normalee Barton celebrated their 74th wedding 
anniversary on Sept. 25 at The Farmstead in Dixon. Photo courtesy 
of Linda Knox

By MPG Staff

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Family and friends 
of David and Normalee Barton of 
Dixon helped the couple celebrate 
their 74th wedding anniversary on 
Sept. 25.

The couple, born and raised in 
Woodland, were married Sept. 28, 
1952, at Woodland United Methodist 
Church. 

The Bartons recently moved to 
The Farmstead at Dixon commu-
nity after living in Knights Landing 
for 55 years. David ran a grocery 
store in Knights Landing and a food 
stand called Barton’s Freezette, while 
Normalee was a secretary at Grafton 
Elementary School in the community.

David served in the Navy during 
the Korean War.

Couples who celebrate 70 or more 

years of marriage together are exceed-
ingly rare, representing just one-tenth 
of 1 percent of all marriages, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The Bartons have two daughters, 
Linda and Sally, three grandsons and 
three great-granddaughters. 

The couple relish social activities, 
and both enjoy being around other 
people, daughter Linda Knox of West 
Sacramento said.� 

Dixon Couple Celebrates 74 Years Together

Musician Regales Dixon Historical Society

Kat Sena performed Sept. 20 at the Dixon History Museum. Photo courtesy of the Dixon Historical Society

Dixon Historical 
Society News Release

DIXON, CA (MPG) - The 
Dixon Historical Society 
welcomed musician and 
educator Kat Sena to the 
Dixon History Museum 
for a Sept. 20 presentation 
blending music, storytell-
ing and local history.

Sena first came to know 
Dixon while traveling 
between San Francisco and 
Nevada to visit her father. 
What began as stops along 
the way eventually grew 
into an affection for the 
community – and even 
inspired one of her origi-
nal songs, titled “Lost in 
Dixon.”

During her presenta-
tion, Sena shared original 
music alongside familiar 
American songs, weav-
ing each selection together 
with stories about personal 
history, perseverance, edu-
cation and the importance 
of preserving the expe-
riences that make up a 
community’s collective 
history.

She opened with her 
original song “Paper and 
a Pen,” encouraging audi-
ence members to write 
down their own stories 
and preserve their personal 
histories. 

Throughout the after-
noon, attendees were 
invited to sing along to 

songs including “Paddy 
Works on the Railway,” 
“I've Been Working on 
the Railroad,” “This Land 
Is Your Land” and “Oh! 
Susanna.”

Dixon itself also played 
a starring role in the 
program.

After researching local 
history, Sena learned the 
story of Nancy Geary, a 
black woman and Dixon 
business owner whose ice 
cream shop once stood at 
the corner of First and B 
streets. Inspired by Geary’s 
perseverance and the gath-
ering place she created 
for the community, Sena 
wrote “The Old Corner 
Ice Cream Shop.” She 

unveiled the new song for 
the Dixon audience during 
the presentation.

A longtime music educa-
tor, Sena earned a degree in 
Choral Music and founded 
the Alamo Friendship 
Chorus in 1995, which 
recently celebrated its 30th 
anniversary. She spoke 
about the importance of 
music education and her 
own journey balancing 
being an educator with cre-
ating and performing her 
own work.

Sena recently released 
her seventh album, “Be the 
Sun.”

At the conclusion of the 
program, Dixon Historical 
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By MPG Staff

Dixon Dropped 
by Rio Linda

Dixon High School opened its Golden 
Empire League schedule in somber fash-
ion, dropping a 35-0 decision to Rio Linda 
on Sept. 25 at Finney Field.

The Rams, now 1-4 on the season, were 
sacked nine times by Rio Linda, which 
scored in every quarter and amassed 373 
yards of offense.

Dixon is back in action on Oct. 2, trav-
eling to Sacramento to play the El Camino 
Eagles. El Camino, 1-4, is coming off a 
28-24 loss to Woodland.

Barley Discusses School 
Bond Measure

Dixon Unif ied School  Distr ic t 
Superintendent Brett Barley spoke before 
the Dixon Women’s Improvement Club on 
Sept. 16, urging passage of a $49 million 
school bond in the upcoming election.

Measure U, a general obligation facilities 
bond measure, will be on the ballot Nov. 3. 

Barley spoke about making repairs and 
upgrades in Dixon-area schools. These 
include removing hazardous materials, 
upgrading air conditioning and heating 
units, repairing leaking roofs, replacing 
aging infrastructure and upgrading technol-
ogy to enable schools to meet current health 
and safety codes, according to a Dixon 
Women’s Improvement Club press release.

If passed, the measure would result in 
a $30 increase per $100,000 of property. 
The median price of a new home in Dixon 
is approximately $630,000, which would 
mean an additional $189 a year in property 
taxes if Measure U passes. 

This figure would be in addition to the 
$36.75 per $100,000 of property Dixon 
residents are paying for the next 20 years 
for the $30.4 million school bond passed 
in 2016. The two bonds combined would 
mean an increase of more than $420 annu-
ally on a $630,000 home.

None of the money from Measure U 
would go to salaries, and there would be 
an independent citizen oversight commit-
tee doing financial audits to ensure proper 
spending.

Barley said schools need this funding 
to bring modern labs, career technology, 
computer systems and modern instruc-
tional technology to Dixon students. 

Dixon Counsels Residents 
on Signage

Dixon is asking residents, businesses 
and organizations to make sure signs are 
placed only where permitted. 

Signs may not be placed in the public 
right-of-way or on public property unless 
authorized by the city or otherwise per-
mitted by law. This includes streets, 
sidewalks, medians, public parking lots, 
utility poles, traffic-control devices, parks 
and city fencing. 

This applies to all types of signs, includ-
ing campaign and political signs, yard sale 
and signs advertising businesses, events 
or causes. Political signs must comply 
with these requirements. Anyone who has 
placed a sign in an unauthorized location 
is asked to remove it.

Unauthorized signs may be removed 
as part of routine public works mainte-
nance. To report an unauthorized sign or 
other code enforcement concern, resi-
dents can contact officials at 600 East A 
St., Dixon, 95620-3697, at 707-678-7000 
or at www.cityofdixonca.gov/departments/
PublicWorks/App. 

Community Workshop Set 
for Davis

Davis will hold a community work-
shop on the Davis General Plan update at 
6 p.m., Oct. 14., at the Veterans Memorial 
Center, 203 E. 14th Street, Davis.

City staff will be on hand to review the 
draft revised land use and mobility maps.

Children’s activities and refresh-
ments will be provided. Register 
for the workshop at https://bit.ly/
DavisGPUWorkshop3.

Davis Seeks Community 
Input

Davis is inviting the community to share 
their perspectives as it begins develop-
ing an economic development brand and 

marketing strategy.
An online survey asks participants how 

they view Davis today, what they see as 
strengths and challenges, and what they 
would like Davis to be known for 10 years 
from now. The city is seeking perspectives 
from all those with an interest in Davis.

"Before we decide how to market Davis, 
we need to understand how people see us 
today – what they value, what they think 
sets Davis apart and where they believe 
there are challenges or opportunities,” said 
City Manager Daryel Dunston.

The survey will be open until 4 p.m. on 
Oct. 31 at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/
DavisBrandSurvey.

Lambtown Festival Starts 
Oct. 3

The 40th annual Lambtown Festival 
takes place at the Dixon May Fairgrounds 
on Oct. 3 and Oct. 4. 

The weekend festival will feature work-
shops, expanded educational programming 
and dozens of vendors from across 
Northern California.

Workshop subjects include knitting, 
weaving and dyeing. Other workshops 
look at rare sheep breeds, spinning yard 
and processing flax. Workshop registration 
is open at lambtown.org, with most prices 
ranging from $40 to $170. Materials might 
be included, depending on the session. 

There will be sheep shows on Oct. 3 and 
Oct. 4, 

General admission is $25 for a week-
end pass, $20 for Saturday only, and $15 
for Sunday ($5 for Sunday after 1 p.m.). 
Admission is free for children 12 and 
under. 

In addition to workshops, the Lambtown 
Festival features live music, food trucks 
and the California Make It With Wool 
fashion competition. 

For more information, visit lambtown.
org or email info@lambtown.org.

Solano Nonprofit Facing 
Financial Challenge

A nonprofit serving Solano County has 
been hit by “significant and unanticipated 
operating costs,” according to officials.

Food is Free Bay Area, which oper-
ates from the Solano County Fairgrounds 
in Vallejo, is struggling to offset new costs 
and logistical challenges, Solano County 
Foundation CEO Leslie A. Janik said in a 
statement.

New costs include: more than $18,000 in 
new electrical hookups, an ongoing refriger-
ation lease of $2,500 per month, new shade 
structures, fencing and wind protection, a 
temporary water/washing station and porta-
ble restroom access for clients and staff.

“For an organization with an annual 
operating budget of less than $400,000, 
these unexpected expenses are signifi-
cant,” Janik said. “Without additional 
support, Food is Free has indicated that it 
may need to reduce or eliminate services.”

Through the first half of 2026, Food is 
Free served roughly 4,500 to 6,200 senior 
individuals monthly. The organization also 
serves approximately 250 seniors each 
month through the USDA Commodity 
Senior Food Program. 

Food is Free also supports seniors 
through distributions at senior centers 
in Rio Vista, Benicia, and Vallejo, pro-
vides limited home delivery for older 
adults with transportation barriers, accepts 
incontinence supplies and durable medical 
equipment for seniors, and receives and 
delivers senior meals each week.

The Solano Community Foundation is 
accepting donations through our Solano 
Community Impact Fund, with special 
instruction to go towards Food is Free 
Bay Area. You can also contact Mike 
Ioakimedes of Food for Free at mike@
solanocf.org or by phone at 707-980-5456. 

Senior Resource Fair
The Advocates for Dixon Seniors pres-

ent the 24th annual Senior Resource 
Fair from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
9 at Dixon Senior/Multi-Use Center, 
201 S. Fifth St., Dixon. Information and 
resources will be provided from a vari-
ety of participants in the areas of safety, 
health care, transportation, utilities, elder 
law, fitness, nutrition, benefits and recre-
ation. The event is free to the public and 
features giveaways and raffles. For infor-
mation, call 707-678-7022.� 

Dixon News Briefs

Sophomore quarterback Maddox Gilday runs against Rio Linda on Sept. 25 at Finney Field. 
Photo by Nicolas Brown
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Society member Pat Nicodemus presented 
Sena with a collection of books about 
Dixon history and a postcard featuring the 
mural outside the Dixon History Museum.

The afternoon reflected the Historical 
Society’s mission of preserving not only 
Dixon’s buildings, photographs and arti-
facts, but also the stories of the people 
who have shaped the community.

The Dixon Historical Society will con-
tinue its 2026 presentation series with a 
program on the Milk Farm in October, fol-
lowed by a presentation on the history of 

the Dixon Fire Department in November. 
The Society is also seeking local families 
interested in sharing their family histories 
and welcomes suggestions for future his-
torical topics and programs.

For more information about the Dixon 
Historical Society and Museum, visit 
dixonhistoricalsociety.org or stop by 
the museum at 125 W. A St. Admission 
is free. Museum hours are 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Thursdays and 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays. For more infor-
mation, contact 707-693-3044 or dhs.
dixonhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.� 

Musician Regales Dixon 
Historical Society
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By Kevin Dietrich

DIXON, CA (MPG)  - Christine 
Knobel is back at the 
Lambtown Festival this 
weekend, a year after 
being recognized for her 
knitting prowess.

Knobel won top prize in 
the wearable accessories 
category of the California 
Make It With Wool com-
petit ion last  year at 
Lambtown. She went on to 
take national honors with a 
pullover sweater she made 
over the course of three 
months.

“I was incredibly sur-
prised that I won, because 
this was only the second 
sweater that I had ever 
knitted,” said Knobel, 
who is adept at an array 
of skills, including sew-
ing, pattern drafting and 
draping, which involves 
positioning and pinning 
fabric on a dress form to 
develop the structure of a 
garment design.

Knobel lives in the Bay 
Area and works at The 
Sewing Room, a sewing 
and fashion school, work-
shop and retail boutique, 
in Alameda. She gradu-
ated from UC Davis with 
a bachelor’s degree in 
design in 2016 and a mas-
ter's in fine arts two years 
later.

She will be one of 
hundreds who will be 
attending the Lambtown 
Festival, the state’s largest 
salute to sheep, lamb and 
wool, which will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary at the 
Dixon May Fairgrounds on 
Oct. 3 and Oct. 4. 

Among highlights of the 
weekend will be this year’s 
California Make It With 
Wool contest, on Saturday, 

Oct. 3. Judging takes place 
in the morning, followed 
by the awards and fashion 
show at noon.

Knobel entered the com-
petition for the first time in 
2023. 

“A friend told me about 
the Make It With Wool 
contest, and I made some-
thing really quickly,” 
Knobel said. “It was fun 
and flashy, but I didn’t 
understand that the goal 
of the competition was to 
showcase skills.”

Last year, she pulled 
out the stops with a 
sweater she described 
as a willow pullover all-
over basketweave stitch 
pattern. The all-over bas-
ketweave stitch uses a mix 
of knit and purl stitches to 
give the appearance of an 

interlaced woven basket.
She used the same 

sweater to take top hon-
ors at the national Make 
It With Wool sweater con-
test early this year in Reno. 
At Lambtown this year, 
she will be entering the 
wearable accessory and 
one-piece garment catego-
ries for adults.

Knobel said she’s been 
sewing most of her life and 
is fairly good at crafts in 
general.

She said Lambtown 
offers a great opportunity 
to learn and develop new 
skills.

“At the first festival I 
attended, I signed up for a 
workshop on making wool 
coasters, and it was really 
fun,” she said. “I always 
learn a lot when I go.”� 
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By Kendall Brown

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Dixon 
Grown's Popsicles in the 
Park series is allowing res-
idents to meet with City 
Council members and staff 
in neighborhood parks 
while discussing topics 
ranging from growth and 
development to parks and 
public services.

The final event in the 
series is scheduled for 6 
p.m. July 29 at Veterans 
Park, 1300 Valley Glen 
Drive. Councilmember 
Don Hendershot will 
attend, and complimentary 
popsicles will be available 
for participants.

The series was devel-
oped in response to 
communi ty  feedback 
request ing addi t ional 
opportunities for residents 
to engage with city leaders 
outside of formal public 
meetings.

“Dixon created the 
Popsicles in the Park 
series in response to com-
munity feedback and as a 
way to continue fostering 

transparency and open 
communication with Dixon 
residents,” said Public 
Information Officer Emma 
McNeil.

McNeil said the idea 
grew out of the city's 
Dixon Grown workshop 
series, where residents 

By Kendall Brown

D I X O N ,  C A  ( M P G )  - 
Grocery Outlet's annual 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  F r o m 
Hunger campaign is under-
way in Dixon, allowing 
residents to support local 
food assistance programs 
through donations made 
at the checkout counter 
through July 31.

C u s t o m e r s  s h o p -
ping at Dixon Grocery 
Outlet can purchase pre-
packed $10 donation bags 
filled with food or make 
a monetary contribution 
at checkout. Store own-
ers Joe and Christa Bruch 
said every dollar raised 
remains in the community, 

benefiting Dixon Family 
Services and the Ram’s 
Vault at Dixon High 
School.

The campaign, held 

annually at Grocery Outlet 
stores nationwide, is 
designed to address food 
insecurity during the sum-
mer months, when many 

children no longer have 
access to free or reduced-
price school meals.

“It's important because 
during the summer months, 
a lot of people, especially 
kids, go without having 
lunch, so this is a campaign 
to ensure food security for 
the community,” said Joe 
Bruch.

He said the Dixon store 
has participated in the cam-
paign since opening six 
years ago.

“We've been doing it 
since our inception, so 
we've been doing it for six 
years,” said Bruch.

This year's campaign 
supports two organizations 
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West Nile 
Virus Activity 
Detected in 

Solano County

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s 

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  t a ke 

precautions to prevent 

mosquito bites and eliminate 

standing water to reduce 

mosquito breeding. Photo 

designed by Magnific

Solano County 
News Release

SOLANO COUNTY, CA (MPG) 

- The Solano County 
Department of Health and 
Social Services, Public 
Health Division and the 
Solano County Mosquito 
A b a t e m e n t  D i s t r i c t 
(SCMAD) have con-
firmed that a deceased 
bird has tested positive for 
West Nile virus (WNV). 
The specimen sample 
was collected July 14 in 
Vallejo. There are cur-
rently no confirmed human 
cases of WNV in Solano 
County. As of July 10, the 
California Department of 
Public Health reports that 
there have been two human 
cases statewide this year. 

“We are seeing the first 
evidence of West Nile virus 
activity in our area this 
year,” said Dr. Cameron 
Kaiser,  acting health 
officer for the Solano 
County Health and Social 
Services, Public Health 
Division. “The detec-
tion of West Nile virus in 
mosquitoes is an import-
ant reminder that everyone 
should take precautions 
to prevent mosquito bites 
and eliminate standing 
water to reduce mosquito 
breeding.”

West Nile virus is 
transmitted to humans 
and animals through the 
bite of an infected mos-
quito. Mosquitoes become 
infected when they feed on 
infected birds. People may 
reduce the risk of contract-
ing mosquito-borne illness 
by following guidelines. 
Mosquitoes are most active 
in the early morning and 
evening. Residents should 
avoid being outside at 
these times. If you are out-
doors, wear a long-sleeved 
shirt and long pants and 
use insect repellent.

Drain standing water; 
mosquitoes lay their 
eggs on standing water. 
Residents should elimi-
nate all sources of standing 
water on their property 
and drain empty flower-
pots, buckets, barrels, old 
car tires, rain gutters and 
pet bowls. If you have an 
ornamental pond, contact 
SCMAD at 707-437-1116 
for free mosquito fish.

Insect repellents help 
keep mosquitoes from 

Continued on page 5

Independence From Hunger 
Campaign Underway

Grocery Outlet's annual Independence From Hunger campaign is underway in Dixon, allowing residents to support local food 

assistance programs through July 31. Store owners Joe and Christa Bruch said every dollar raised remains in the community, 

benefiting Dixon Family Services and the Ram's Vault at Dixon High School. Photo by Nicolas Brown

In addition to supporting local food programs, customers 

who make a qualifying donation also receive an incentive for 

a future shopping trip. If they give a $5 donation, they will 

receive a $5 off coupon. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Continued on page 3

Popsicles in the Park Encourages 
Community Dialogue 

Dixon Grown's Popsicles in the Park series is allowing residents to meet with City Council 

members and staff in neighborhood parks while discussing topics ranging from growth and 

development to parks and public services. Photo by Nicolas Brown

Continued on page 2
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UC Davis Grad Returns 
to Lambtown

Christine Knobel wearing the pullover sweater that won top 
prize at both the California and National Make It With Wool 
competitions. Photo courtesy of Christine Knobel

Bill Would Boost 
Tomato Transparency

Trailers full of tomatoes just east of Dixon set to be shipped to area tomato-processing 
facilities.

Story and photo by Kevin Dietrich

DIXON, CA (MPG) - U.S. Rep. Mike 
Thompson recently introduced a bill that 
would strengthen efforts to keep low-qual-
ity foreign-grown tomatoes from entering 
the U.S. market illegally.

Thompson, who serves the state’s 4th 
District, which includes parts of Solano 
and Yolo counties, was one of several con-
gressmen to introduce the Rooting Out 
Mislabeled Agriculture Act, or ROMA, 
last month.

The bill would build on existing tech-
nology with the creation of a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture database of iso-
topic signatures for processing tomatoes. 

Isotopic testing analyzes naturally 
occurring elements in food to create a 
geographic “fingerprint” to help identify 
where a product was grown, according to 
the bill, introduced on Sept. 8.

"My district grows the best process-
ing tomatoes in the world, and American 
consumers deserve to know that when a 
tomato product is labeled as American, 
it is actually made from tomatoes grown 
here in the United States,” Thompson said. 
“Our farmers and processors should not 
be undercut by foreign products that are 
blended, mislabeled or used to evade our 
trade and forced-labor laws.” 

The legislation would give the USDA’s 
Agricultural Research Service the tools to 
develop the scientific fingerprint needed to 
verify where tomatoes are grown and bol-
ster consumer confidence, Thompson said. 

Thousands of acres of tomatoes are 
grown around the Dixon area, and the city 
is home to Campbell Soup’s tomato-pro-
cessing plant on Pedrick Road, which 
handles hundreds of tons of locally grown 
tomatoes annually. 

The legislation is directed in part at 
China, which is a major producer of pro-
cessing tomatoes. Some Chinese regions 
where tomatoes are grown are “linked to 
serious forced-labor concerns,” accord-
ing to a press release from Rep. David 
Valadao (CA-22), another sponsor of the 
bill. 

“Chinese tomato products … face long-
standing concerns over quality and food 
safety, including reports of rotting toma-
toes and undeclared fillers that would not 
meet the standards required of U.S. prod-
ucts,” Valadao said.

There has been recent concern in 
Europe that Chinese tomato paste can be 
rerouted through supply chains and decep-
tively marketed as locally grown. 

“This practice makes it increasingly dif-
ficult for consumers to know where their 
tomato products actually come from – 
and whether the quality and safety of 
those products match what is advertised,” 
Valadao said.

Research has shown that isotopic testing 
can distinguish tomatoes from different 
regions, including China and Italy, even 
after the tomatoes have been processed 
into paste and other products. 

The bill would give California process-
ing-tomato growers a powerful new tool 
to fight fraud in the marketplace, said 
Mike Montna, president and CEO of the 
California Tomato Growers Association in 
Sacramento. 

“By creating a scientific, isotopic fin-
gerprint for our crop, this bill helps ensure 
that products labeled as U.S.-grown toma-
toes actually are – protecting our growers, 
processors and consumers alike,” Montna 
said. “This will ensure that imported toma-
toes entering our market are what they 
claim to be.”� 
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A Film and TV Review  
by Tim Riley

“FAST AND FURIOUS” ATTRACTION 
AT UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

The “Fast and Furious” film series, 
centered on action thrills with fast cars, 
started a quarter-century ago and shows 
no signs yet of slowing down and until the 
next movie comes around the plan right 
now at Universal Studios Hollywood is a 
thrill ride.

The film series began with “The Fast and 
the Furious,” starring Vin Diesel’s Dom 
Toretto as a street-racing legend and Paul 
Walker’s Brian O’Connor as an undercover 
cop infiltrating the illegal street racing crew.

Over time, the series, which included 
spinoffs like “Tokyo Drift” and “Hobbs & 
Shaw,” shifted its focus to other criminal 
networks and the high-stakes heist genre, 
but you could always count on the common 
denominator of fast cars.

With “Fast & Furious: Hollywood Drift,” 
the Universal Studios Hollywood theme 
park has reimagined the franchise’s popu-
larity into an eagerly awaited, first outdoor, 
high-speed roller coaster that delivers an 
unprecedented surge of adrenaline.

With its striking visual design and state-
of-the-art technology, this new ride is the 
fastest in the Universal theme park, which 
is designed to redefine the thrill ride experi-
ence and surely to draw more crowds to the 
Hollywood park.

For obvious reasons, Universal’s $7 bil-
lion “Fast and Furious” franchise serves 
as the driving force behind the Hollywood 
theme park’s “Hollywood Drift” bringing 
alive the pulse-pounding speed of street 
racing.

After all, this new theme ride is a natural 
fit for the park where movie-themed attrac-
tions already take center stage. 

“Jurassic World – The Ride” is a water-
based thrill ride featuring animatronic 
dinosaurs and a dramatic 84-foot drop.

“Harry Potter and the Forbidden Journey” 
is a dark ride inside Hogwarts Castle that 
utilizes robotic arm vehicles to fly through 
scenes from the film series.  Another high-
speed roller coaster is “Revenge of the 
Mummy – The Ride.”

The “Fast and Furious” ride celebrates the 
franchise and captures the spectacle, sus-
pense and meticulous choreography created 
for edge-of-your-seat driving sequences the 
films are renowned for, offering guests a 
chance to experience the energy and thrill 
of high-speed action for themselves.

Located on Universal’s Upper Lot, 
“Hollywood Drift” is situated within an 
expansive red brick-garage-like structure.  
Two stationary, photo op prop car reproduc-
tions welcome guests just outside the ride 
as they make their way through the entry 
archway towards the queue.

In a technological first, a portion of the 

“Hollywood Drift” ride track races through 
a transparent encased section of the queue, 
building on the anticipation as guests wait 
to ride.

A unique dual-launching, split-ride track 
alternates trains from dispatch to pro-
pel guests on an epic adventure that takes 
them over and under portions of a multi-
level escalator, through four spectacular 
launches.

Following this, there is an inverted dive 
loop, twisted pretzel loop and inverted stall, 
among others, at speeds up to 72 miles per 
hour and a force of 3.6 Gs along 4,100 
feet of elaborate aerial track while drift-
ing at 360 degrees in their individual ride 
vehicles.

Thrill seekers begin their journey lap-bar 
harnessed into one of four iconic ride vehi-
cles – the Dodge Charger, Mazda RX-7, 
Nissan Skyline and the Toyota Supra – 
each modeled after the cars driven in the 
film series.

The arrival platform is anchored by an 
all-original, large-scale mural which depicts 
the finale street racing action scene in the 
first 2001 “Fast” film, with a montage of 
the aerial-bound Dodge Charger and Toyota 
Supra vehicles racing against a speeding 
train.  

Equipped with a fully independent audio 
system, each ride vehicle surrounds guests 
with true-to-type engine sound effects 
unique to the car they are driving.  Because 
each vehicle is fully rotational and pro-
grammed to drift in motion along each 
train, guests enjoy varying experiences 
depending on the ride.

With real estate at a premium at the 
Hollywood theme park, the hillside terrain 
was transformed to use natural contours to 
deliver breathtaking panoramic views of 
the San Fernando Valley and the Universal 
Studios lot.

Designed to advance the storyline while 
keeping guests entertained, the queue 
guides guests through an environment filled 
with recreated props from the films.  Select 
displays feature QR codes that guests can 
scan for behind-the-scenes insights.

Due to the dynamics of the roller coaster, 
guests are required to place all belongings 
in complimentary lockers, located within 
the queue area.  They are required to pass 
through metal detection before entering the 
ride platform.

This means that all loose articles, includ-
ing mobile phones, among other items, 
are placed securely in the lockers.  One 
imagines the ride is too fast with gravita-
tional pull for you to be taking cell phone 
pictures.  The ride is probably not for the 
faint-hearted.

Universal Studios will not rest on its 
laurels with its roller coaster.  Already in 
the works is a new film in the saga, “Fast 
Forever,” which will race into theatres 
nationwide in March 2028.� 

“FAST AND FURIOUS” FRANCHISE TAKES 
A NEW HIGH-SPEED TURN 

Riley Reviews

Dear Riley,
This week I learned 

that humans and cats have 
similar hearts. Yours is 
about the size of an apple. 
Mine’s more like a golf 
ball.

I talked about it with 
my friend Kathy Kincaid. 
She’s a nurse practitioner 
at Washington State 
University.

She told me our hearts 
have four chambers. The 
upper chambers are the 
right atrium and left atrium. 
The lower chambers are 
the right ventricle and left 
ventricle.

Your blood’s big job is 
carrying oxygen. It takes 
oxygen from your lungs 
and delivers it all over your 
body.

Here’s the route blood 
travels through your heart. 
Oxygen-poor blood returns 
to your heart through the 
right atrium and travels to 
the right ventricle.

Then, it goes out to your 
lungs. That’s where it picks 
up fresh oxygen.

That oxygen-rich blood 
goes back to your heart 
and travels through the left 
atrium and then the left 
ventricle. From there, it 
pumps out to your whole 
body.

A hole in your heart 
means there’s an opening 
in the wall between the 
right side and left side of 
the heart. That's between 
the two atriums or the two 
ventricles. That opening 
allows blood to leak 
between the chambers 
instead of following the 
normal route.

Everybody starts out 
with one kind of hole in 
the heart. That’s because a 

fetus doesn’t breathe with 
lungs. Inside the uterus, the 
fetus fl oats in fl uid—not air.

“When we're in the 
womb, we're getting all 
our oxygen from our birth 
parent,” Kincaid said. 
“Once we’re born, we 
transition to getting oxygen 
from our lungs.”

So, a fetus’ heart gets 
oxygen through the 
placenta and umbilical 
cord. Most of the blood 
pumped toward the lungs 
takes a shortcut.

That shortcut is a natural 
opening between the upper 
chambers of the heart—
called the foramen ovale. It 
allows blood to pump from 
the right side of the heart to 
the left side while mostly 
skipping the lungs.

When a newborn baby 
takes a fi rst gulp of air, a 
fl ap closes over the hole. It 
usually seals completely.

Except when it doesn’t. 
In about 25% of people, 
the opening doesn’t close 
all the way. That’s called 
a patent foramen ovale. 
It’s usually no big deal. If 
it causes any problems, a 
heart doctor will manage 

or fi x it.
There are other kinds of 

holes in the heart, too—
like septal defects. These 
are openings between the 
upper chambers or lower 
chambers that formed 
while a fetus’ heart was 
growing.

If a doctor suspects a 
heart problem, they’ll do 
medical tests and decide if 
you need treatment—like 
medication, a procedure or 
surgery.

Septal defects happen 
because of a combination 
of your genes and stuff  in 
the environment. Doctors 
usually can’t pinpoint an 
exact cause.

But there’s one way we 
can help minimize the risk 
to babies—get the measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR) 
shot.

Rubella, or the German 
measles, is usually a mild 
sickness. But it can cause 
problems for a growing 
fetus, including septal 
defects.

That’s a problem because 
many people with rubella 
don’t have symptoms. They 
can pass it on without ever 
knowing they’re sick. And 
people can’t get this shot 
while they’re pregnant. So, 
they need the community to 
help out.

“That’s one reason we 
make sure that everyone 
around the birth parent is 
vaccinated,” Kincaid said. 
“Making a nice protective 
cocoon around everybody 
is an important part of 
being in society.”

It’s a public health 
strategy with a lot of heart.

Sincerely,

Dr. Universe

Here you can see the four cham-
bers. The valves are one-way 
gates that direct blood along 
its route. The veins, arteries, 
aorta and vena cava are blood 
vessels. The pericardium is a 
sack that keeps the heart safe. 
Wapcaplet CC BY-SA 3.0

How did I get a hole
in my heart since birth?

  - Riley, 10, Florida

TIRED OF  
THE SPAM?
Stop wasting time with online scammers 

and fake digital buyers. Try Messenger 
Publishing Groups Classifieds.

Get your message in front of as many as 200,000+ local readers 
per month with Sacramento’s trusted neighborhood newspapers.

6 COUNTIES! 18 NEWSPAPERS! 
DISCOUNTS FOR VOLUME BUYERS
Call (916) 773-1111 or email  
mpgclassifieds@gmail.com  

to place your ad today!

Call by Friday for the following Friday’s Edition.
All ads must be pre-paid. No personal ads. No Refunds. No pet ads.

Messenger Publishing Group

$20
per half column inch 

DISPLAY 
CLASSIFIED

(Includes your  
photo or graphic!) 

• Want Ads • Autos  
• Trucks • RVs • Homes 

• Apartments  
• Local Services

$10
YARD/GARAGE 
SALES & ITEMS  

UNDER $100
15 Word Limit 

New DWR Director Discusses Water 
Resiliency Plans

The California Department of Water 
Resources swore in its new director, 
Thomas Gibson, in July. Gibson previ-
ously worked in various state agencies 
addressing water issues, including stints at 
the state Department of Fish and Wildlife 
and Natural Resource Agency. He spoke 
with Ag Alert® about his priorities as 
he steps into his new role, which he said 
include the Delta Conveyance Project, the 
Sites Reservoir Project and groundwater 
recharge. “Our mission is to sustainably 
manage the water resources of the state 
of California, and a huge part of that is 
agriculture and supporting the $60 billion 
a year farming and ranching economy,” 
Gibson said. “The priority projects I men-
tioned—every one of those has a key tie 
into agriculture. It really would be hard to 
separate the two because so much of what 
we do is really an important connection to 
agriculture and maintaining our California 
agriculture.”

Vineyard Adaptation to Heat an 
Economic Balancing Act

Winegrape growers facing a hotter 
and more volatile climate may have sev-
eral ways to protect the value of their 
vineyards, but a new study suggests 
there is no single best adaptation strat-
egy. The most profitable choice depends 
on how severe heat becomes, accord-
ing to research published this year 
in the American Journal of Enology 
and Viticulture. Under relatively mild 
warming, growers may be better off 
maintaining established vineyards and 
varieties. As heat stress increases, shade 

technology can become economically 
attractive. Under the most severe con-
ditions modeled, switching to a more 
heat-tolerant grape variety produced 
the strongest returns. “Extreme heat is 
no longer a once-in-a-decade problem 
for winegrape growers,” said Kristen 
Barnhisel, winemaker for San Jose-based 
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines and president 
of the American Society for Enology and 
Viticulture, which publishes the journal.
Vineyard Workers Feel Wine Industry Pain

California farmworkers suffered a 
wave of job losses during the past few 
years as work in the state’s winegrape 
vineyards dried up amid a yearslong 
market slump. Since 2023, declining 
wine consumption left growers with an 
oversupply of grapes, forcing many to 
sell their fruit at a loss or watch it rot on 
the vines. To limit their losses, growers 
cut back on labor and other costs, and 
vineyard owners removed an estimated 
one-quarter of the state’s winegrape 
acreage. As a result, the iconic sec-
tor likely shed at least several thousand 
vineyard jobs, industry leaders esti-
mated, with some workers getting laid 
off and others losing hours. “It’s pretty 
ugly,” said Guadalupe Gonzalez, a Napa 
Valley vineyard crew supervisor who 
has worked in the region’s vineyards for 
more than a decade. Gonzalez said she 
used to work seven days a week during 
harvest, earning enough to save up for 
the offseason. But last year, she said, 
work slowed as grapes went unpicked 
and more wineries opted to harvest with 
machines. This year, “It’s a thousand 
times worse,” she said.� 
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TO ADVERTISE WITH THE 

DIXON INDEPENDENT VOICE
CALL 916-773-1111

For Sale
V-8 (Cadillac Engine) in 1995 
Oldsmobile Aurora. 64,000 
original miles. Must take 
whole car. Transmission is no 
good. $500 or best offer. Call 
530-742-9144 and leave mes-
sage. (TFN)

 Health/Wellness
XOSIALX – Get Social. Be 
EXCEPTIONAL XILERATE is 
redefining energy for every-
one. It provides an authentic, 
jitter-free boost that appeals to 
both regular energy drink us-
ers, and those who may have 
avoided them due to artificial 
ingredients or harsh effects. 
FREE TO JOIN. www.cander-
son.xosialx.com (TFN)

Landscaping/
Maintenance 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMER-
CIAL, HANDYMAN, MANY 
FIELDS: Irrigation (manual or 
automatic) installation or re-
pair; cement, mow strips, ma-
sonary (walls & columns), re-
taining walls; fence installation 
(wood, vinyl, chain-link, iron); 
plumbing; mowing, edging, 
clean-up, hauling; pruning (all 
kinds of fruit or shade trees); 
tree removal, rock, bark or 
sod. Call Andy 530-701-8098. 
 (TFN)

Local Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

Need Help?

Hire A Pro!

Are You a Pro?

Advertise in the Classifieds
Call 916-773-1111

Get the 
word out!

Buy and Shop Local!

GOT LOCAL 
NEWS? 

Call 
(916) 773-1111

Advertise in your 
local community 

newspaper
Call (916) 773-1111

Classified
Advertising
Sell Your Stuff!  
Reach 1000’s  
of Readers 
Every Week!

916-773-1111

CALL A PROFESSIONAL

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm
Serving Sacramento for more than 38 years

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

FREE Consultation
916-422-6639

• Additions
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Custom Cabinetry
LIC# 480492      www.lytleconstruction.com

GET TO KNOW GREINER!GET TO KNOW GREINER!
New customers take $50 OFF your first service

NP-0120 CA #365955

Call Us Today!
(916) 545-1784
www.iTrustGreiner.com

Heating & A/C maintenance, repair & replacement

Water heater repair & replacement

Solar installation

Home performance, efficiency & comfort

ALL AMERICAN PRO  ALL AMERICAN PRO  
CONSTRUCTION & RESTORATIONCONSTRUCTION & RESTORATION
HH FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED H VETERANS & SENIOR DISCOUNTS H  

H GREAT CRAFTSMANSHIP & CUSTOMER SERVICE H
SPECIALIZING IN KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS, 

WATER DAMAGE, PLUS MUCH MORE.
BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL. 
GIVE US A CALL.  
916-504-0188
HTTPS://AAPC.BUILD

CSLB# 1089369,  
Licensed, Bonded  
& Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

S &Y Cleaning Services
Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly • One Time

Weekends • Move-Ins • Move-Outs
Lots of References on Request

Gift Certificates Available

(707) 689-6532
RobL@alliedprogas.com

(707) 678-8500
1700 N. First Street | Dixon

We live where you live
We understand your propane service needs. 

WE ARE

QUALITY WITH FRIENDLY SERVICE

1690 N. Lincoln Street • Dixon, CA 95620

(707) 676-5385
houseoffloors@att.net • www.houseoffloors.org

Please call for a free in-home estimate!

Hardwood-Laminate-Luxury Vinyl-Carpet-Tile-& More

To AdverTise

CAll 
916.773.1111

Pregnant? Worried?
We Can Help!

All services are free & completely Confidential.
Info on Pregnancy, Adoption & Abstinence

Post-Abortion, Miscarriage & Stillbirth Counseling

707-449-8991
Alpha Pregnancy Resource Center 

138 S. Orchard St. Vacaville

We are looking for local Freelance Writers
to provide great coverage.

Be a part of something important

Local Writers Wanted

Call us today at 916-773-1111

Concerts
Dining  ClassesCrafts

 Festivals Theater Cultural

Support Groups
Fitness

Gatherings
Expos

Museums Clubs
Groups Spiritual 

There are hundreds of 

LOCAL EVENTS
Waiting to be discovered at

independentvoice.com/calendar

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Dixon Independent Voice 
    Facebook: @DIVMPG8

Dixon Independent Voice 
is a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group

Publisher,
Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email a Microsoft Word file to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher.” If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the Dixon Independent Voice to strive for 
an objective point of view in the reporting of news and 
events. It is understood that the opinions expressed on 
these pages are those of the authors and cartoonists and 
are not necessarily the opinions of the publisher or our 
contributors.
The Dixon Independent Voice is not responsible for 
unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The entire contents 
of the Dixon Independent Voice are copyrighted. 
Ownership of all advertising created and/or composed 
by the Dixon Independent Voice is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the same 
must be obtained from the publisher.

Subscriptions should be mailed to: 
Dixon Independent Voice

100 N. Adams, Dixon, CA 95620
Subscription rate is $52 per year within Dixon and Solano County.
$72 per year (Mail only).

Main Office Address: 2508 Garfield Ave., Suite A, 
Carmichael, CA 95608. Call 916-773-1111 for more 
information. The Dixon Independent Voice is published 
weekly on Friday.

Serving Dixon and Solano County since 1993

DixonIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoiceIIndependent ndependent VVoiceoice

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.
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Classified
Advertising
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Readers Every Week!

916.773.1111

Messenger Publishing Group

Messenger Publishing Group

WE SUPPORT
FIRST 
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FIRST 
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
CLUES

ACROSS
1. Trampled
5. Dashboard unit, acr.
8. “Be quiet,” onomato-
poeically speaking
11. Clean the white-
board, e.g.
12. Morally wicked
13. Former anesthetic
15. Bad luck precursor
16. Banned apple spray
17. *Ringo Starr’s 
instrument, pl.
18. *Home of the 
bagpipes
20. Big one, at 7-Eleven
21. Contemplate
22. Jewelry stone
23. Hindu queens
26. Something earned
30. Tokyo, formerly
31. *Riddim pair music 
genre
34. Spock’s famous body 
parts
35. *Animal, source of 
violin bow strings
37. Scott Joplin’s “Ma-
ple Leaf ____”
38. Away from port (2 
words)
39. Not much (2 words)
40. Post-graduate 
journey?
42. Always, to a poet
43. Baby bear (2 words)
45. Beach-comber’s 
collection
47. Choler
48. Popular pie nut
50. Glazier’s unit
52. *Flute player
55. Pointy teeth
56. 36 inches
57. Sticky stuff
59. Hot ____ buns
60. Code word for K
61. Mauritania’s Eastern 
neighbor
62. Soda pop container
63. Ems follower
64. Highest point

DOWN
1. *Piano has at least ____ 
pedals
2. Part of a glass, pl.
3. Leading oil-producers’ 
grp.
4. Indicate
5. Home to Teatro alla 
Scala
6. Popular core exercise
7. Deer social group
8. Synagogue
9. Cannabis plant
10. Store posting, abbr.
12. Old-fashioned carry-on 
bag
13. Straight ones in draft-
er’s toolbox
14. *Louis Armstrong’s 
instrument
19. “And Then ____ Were 
None”
22. “Wow!”
23. User’s “getaway”
24. Sun-dried brick
25. Water wheel
26. Intense anger
27. Painter’s prop
28. Angler’s basket
29. Former Russian leaders
32. Snatch
33. Toothy fish
36. *Lute family instru-
ments
38. “Perfect” Buddhist

40. Theatrical prompt
41. Former Portuguese 
money
44. Edible herb
46. Brain teaser
48. Like average Jane
49. British peers
50. Prefix for “beyond”
51. Any minute, arch.
52. Type of fish net
53. Daytime TV program
54. Enameled metalware
55. Federal Communica-
tions Commission
58. *Standard number of 
strings on guitar
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Kings Korner
By V.G. Harris

By V.G. Harris 

The Sacramento Kings just had a moment 
to digest the signing of former all-star Ben 
Simmons and ruminate about the possibilities of 
what Simmons might bring to the team, when 
suddenly news arrived that another guard had 
been signed.

Not a household name, Elfred Payton Jr. is 
now a proud member of the Sacramento Kings.

Signed by the Philadelphia 76ers with the 
10th overall pick in the 2014 draft, Payton 
brings with him a wealth of experience in what 
has been an up and down career thus far. 

Entriguing is his penchant for triple dou-
bles, something that most NBA players never 
achieve.

During the 2018-19 season, Payton 
achieved a feat that only Wilt Chamberlain, 
Michael Jordan, Russell Westbrook and Oscar 
Robertson ever achieved in NBA history when 
he amazingly recorded fi ve triple-doubles in 
consecutive games.

Add to that the fact that Payton is known 
more for his defense than his off ense, and the 
Kings just signed a player that potentially could 
raise some eyebrows in a positive way.

Every NBA team knows the value of a solid 
bench and how important that is, and although 
not probably a starter for the Kings, Elfred 
Payton has seen his share of starting roles in 
the NBA.

As a junior in college playing for Lousiana-
Layfayette Payton was awarded defensive player 
of the year in division one college basketball. 

At just 6-foot-3 Payton drew enough inter-
est to be picked up by the Orlando Magic, New 
York Knicks, Charlotte Hornets and the New 
Orleans Pelicans, after leaving the Philadelphia 
76ers, and with the recent signing by the 
Sacramento Kings, Payton hopes to do what Ben 
Simmons is attempting, and resurrect a stutter-
ing career.

A bio with such broad achievements, it’s no 
wonder that Scott Perry decided to take a chance 
on this much traveled baller.

Already the Kings have three new rook-
ies that the Sacramento fans can’t wait to see 
in legitimate NBA action, and now they have 
both a healthy Ben Simmons and a 32-year-old 
Elfred Payton Jr. to see as well.

Can Elfred Payton Jr. remind Kings fans of 
what a young Davion Mitchell provided with 
his high energy defense off  the bench and once 
again bring to the fl oor a player with true shut-
down abilities.

Well, if he can, Scott Perry is beginning to 
give Doug Christie what he’s been praying for 
in players that are defensive minded fi rst.

Any time a player has been traveled as much 
as Elfred Payton Jr. the natural question is why, 
and only time will tell if he has holes in his 
game, or he simply never found the right fi t.

I’m hoping Sacramento is just what the doc-
tor ordered, and Mr. Payton is about to get the 
jump start he’s been looking for.

You won’t have to wait long Kings fans, 
because preseason is just one week away, and 
what remains to be seen is how Doug Christie 
will use his new faces, and can he build a team 
chemistry in under a month?

Everyone loves a feel-good story, and nothing 
feels better than seeing a player come back and 
soar to the heights.

Ben Simmons certainly knows what that 
feels like, and the question is whether he’s 
truly healthy and does he have the motor every 
Sacramento fan is hoping he has.

I look for a full house on Oct. 23, as the 
Kings kick off  the regular season against the 
Portland Trail Blazers at Golden One Arena.

After a better than solid draft, and now two 
very interesting acquisitions, Sacramento fans 
have plenty to root for, so time to get excited 
Kings fans and buy your tickets.

Now, along with Domantas Sabonis, the 
Kings have a legitimate triple-double threat in 
Elfred Payton Jr., and a player that has a nose 
for defense.

Make no mistake about it, the rebuild is hap-
pening right before your eyes, so now it’s time 
to take stock in what you have and be careful 
not to trade away a player that is integral to the 
success of the team. 

Let this young team play together and come 
together, and just maybe, something remarkable 
may show itself.

Time to watch NBA basketball and fi nd your 
new favorite player. I know I already have, and 
I can’t wait to see the Kings prove the pun-
dits wrong.

All the best Kings fans! 

Enter Elred Payton Jr.

Tilting California Voters Toward Raising Local 
Taxes Often Involves Tricks, Manipulation

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

California’s Nov. 3 bal-
lot contains 14 statewide 
ballot measures and five 
of them pertain to taxes, 
including the much-de-
bated Proposition 40, which 
would tax the wealth of the 
state’s billionaires.

Meanwhile, local bal-
lots are also heavily loaded 
with measures that would 
either raise taxes to bene-
fit school districts or local 
governments or authorize 
the issuance of bonds that 
require new taxes to repay.

The California Taxpayers 
Association has counted 
273 such measures that, if 
all passed, would levy $3 
billion a year in direct taxes 
on retail sales and property, 
and sanction $19.5 billion 
in bonds, with interest costs 
of more than $1 billion a 
year.

The largest tax mea-
sure asks voters in San 
Francisco and four other 
counties to hike sales taxes 
by nearly $1 billion a year 
to bolster public transit 
services.

In the last decade, a flurry 
of local sales tax measures 
has raised rates to over 11% 
in some jurisdictions. The 
biennial deluge of local tax 
and bond measures draws 
heavy campaign spend-
ing by proponents and 
opponents and some ques-
tionable gamesmanship by 
the local agencies that pro-
pose them.

Under the guise of “infor-
mation,” it’s not unusual 
for them to spend tax-
payer money on brochures 
and other forms of com-
munication that approach 
out-and-out advocacy, often 
hiring professional cam-
paign consultants to prepare 
the materials and otherwise 
use techniques that tout the 
supposed benefits that taxes 
or bonds will provide.

If it crosses the line, 
an “information” cam-
paign violates a state law 
that declares, “An officer, 
employee, or consultant 
of a local agency may not 
expend or authorize the 
expenditure of any of the 
funds of the local agency 
to support or oppose the 
approval or rejection of 
a ballot measure, or the 
election or defeat of a can-
didate, by the voters.”

However, prosecutions 
for violation are as rare as 
the proverbial hen’s teeth, 
although the Fair Political 
Practices Commission does 
crack down when instances 
are brought to its attention.

Another technique offi-
cialdom uses to tilt tax 
elections in its favor is to 
pretend that ballot mea-
sures are not, in fact, tax 
increases.

Last month, the state 
Court of Appeal upheld 
a lower court’s finding in 
Riverside County that the 
Hemet Unified School 
Distr ict  misleadingly 
declared in the language of 
a $225 million bond issue 
that it would not raise taxes. 
The declaration hinged on 
the new measure continu-
ing property taxes that had 
been collected for a pre-
vious ballot measure, but 
both courts rejected that 
rationale and ordered that 
the language be altered.

“While the full text of 

the measure may accurately 
explain the true nature 
of Measure I,” the appel-
late court ruled, “the term 
‘no-tax-rate-increase,’ on 
its face, connotes such a 
conclusive meaning, that 
voters are likely to find it 
unnecessary to read the 
full ballot materials, erro-
neously believing that 
‘no-tax-rate-increase’ has 
the plain meaning their tax 
burden will not increase.

“The impact of such 
terms in ballot titles and 
questions has previously 
been addressed and found 
impermissible where the 
terms constitute advocacy 
or partiality … Replacing 
‘no-tax-rate-increase’ with 
‘rate-extension’ would be 
accurate, neutral, and does 
not mislead voters into 
believing their tax burden 
will not increase.”

It’s also noteworthy that 
Hemet Unified’s board of 
trustees voted on Aug. 12 
to place the bond issue on 
the November ballot but 
gave the public just five 
days to submit arguments 
on the issue. Compressing 
the time for opponents to 
respond is another common 
technique employed to tilt 
the game.

Tricking voters is elec-
tion fraud as onerous 
as stuffing ballot boxes. 
Unfor tunate ly,  whi le 
officials may be a bit 
embarrassed if caught, such 
behavior does not invali-
date a ballot measure that 
voters pass.

It should.
Dan Walters is one of the 

most decorated and widely 
syndicated columnists in 
California history, authoring 
a column four times a week 
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political, 
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. 

Mom Worries Daughter Making 
Bad Social Security Decision

By Russell Gloor,  
AMAC Certified Social 
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My question is 
not for me, but for my daugh-
ter who 62 years is old. She 
does not want to take her Social 
Security now. Her husband 
was a doctor and passed away 
recently. She had been married 
to him for more than 10 years 
and, in the meantime, he mar-
ried someone else. I thought the 
President erased taxes on earned 
money so that people could col-
lect what was due them no 
matter what they earned. My 
daughter keeps telling me she 
has already earned too much 
this year and cannot collect 
her widow’s benefits until next 
year. I don’t understand what 
no tax on Social Security means 
then. Also, she wants to wait 
until she is 67 before she col-
lects her own money. She has 
been a nurse and believes her 
own benefits may be larger than 
her widow’s benefits. Is she 
correct to wait for that long? 
Signed: Worried Mom

Dear Worried Mom: Your 
daughter is likely correct. 
There are two factors which 
come into play in your daugh-
ter’s circumstance – one is 
the Annual Earnings Test (for 
those collecting early SS ben-
efits), and the other relates to 
Federal income tax on SS ben-
efits received. I’ll try to clarify 
both of these for you: 

If your daughter claims her 
widow’s benefit at age 62, her 
benefit will be significantly 
reduced (by approximately 
20+%) from what she would get 
at her SS full retirement age, 
and that would be a permanent 
reduction. And, if she works 
(which you imply she does) she 
would also be subject to Social 
Security’s Annual Earnings Test 
(AET) which limits how much 
she can earn by working prior 
to reaching her SS full retire-
ment age (her “FRA,” which 
is age 67). The earnings limit 
for 2026 is $24,480 (changes 
yearly) and, if her annual 2026 
earnings exceed that amount, 
Social Security will take away 
$1 of benefits for every $2 she 
is over the annual limit. For 
example, if she is $25,000 over 
the limit, SS would take way 
benefits equal to $12,500. That 
would mean she wouldn’t get 
any SS benefits for the remain-
der of this year and likely some 
of next year also. And, if her 
earnings are significantly more 
than the annual limit, she may 
even be temporarily ineligible 
to receive a widow’s benefit 
(until she either reaches her 
FRA or earns less money). FYI, 
the Annual Earnings Test will 
go away when your daughter 
reaches age 67 but, until then, 
the AET will likely restrict 
her ability to receive Social 
Security benefits if she contin-
ues to work full time.

The next factor to be aware 
of is the so-called “One Big 
Beautiful Bill” (OBBB) which 
the President claimed means 
“no tax on Social Security.” 
This is an entirely different fac-
tor than the Annual Earnings 
Test (AET) described above. 
The above AET discussion dealt 
with SS earnings limits while 

taking benefits before FRA, 
whereas the OBBB deals with 
income tax on Social Security 
benefits actually received. The 
OBBB (enacted last year) pro-
vides an extra $6,000 deduction 
per person (on the tax return 
filed with the IRS) for those 
65 years of age or older. That 
extra IRS deduction is designed 
to offset (either totally or par-
tially) any income tax which is 
levied on Social Security ben-
efits received by those age 65 
or older. It’s also important to 
know that the OBBB only pro-
vides temporary income tax 
relief, because the law expires 
after the 2028 income tax year. 

All of which leads me to 
conclude that your daughter’s 
decision to wait longer to claim 
her widow’s benefit from her 
deceased ex-husband is a pru-
dent choice. As long as she is 
working and earning more than 
the annual earnings limit before 
age 67, the AET will restrict 
how much Social Security she 
is able to receive. If she later 
stops working or goes to part-
time employment, she can 
revisit her decision at that time. 
And, depending on her own per-
sonally earned Social Security 
benefit amount at age 67 (vs. 
her widow’s benefit), she can 
assess whether to claim her 
personal SS retirement benefit 
or to, instead, claim her bene-
fit as her ex-husband’s widow 
if that amount is larger than 
her own SS retirement. And, 
unless Congress later extends 
the OBBB prior to 2029, she 
will, at that time, likely need 
to pay income tax on the Social 
Security benefits she receives.

This article is intended for 
information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance.  

Social Security Matters

Even paranoiacs have 
enemies, they say, but 
sometimes they are just 
paranoid. Rep. Ayan-
na Pressley, a founding 
member of the Squad, or-
ganized 59 fellow Dem-
ocrats to co-sign a letter 
demanding a federal in-
vestigation of a spate of 
supposed lynchings that 
never happened. 

The document pro-
nounced its signatories 
“extremely alarmed by 
reports of Black peo-
ple found hanging from 
trees in numerous states 
throughout our country.” 
“The series of deaths,” the 
letter continues, “raises 
significant suspicion of 
foul play given the role of 
lynching in our nation’s 
history.” Pressley and her 
colleagues call for a fed-
eral investigation of every 
hanging death of a black 
person in the U.S., and 
insist that “inaction by the 
federal government is tan-
tamount to complicity.” 
The letter deems all of this 
“a national crisis.”

In a post on X, Rep. Al-
exandria Ocasio-Cortez 
said how proud she was 
to sign the missive. She 
noted that “this year, there 
have already been 10 re-
ported hangings of Black 
people in the U.S.,” and 
how we must “address 
these widespread mod-
ern-day lynchings and put 
a stop to this racial terror.”

It apparently didn’t oc-
cur to AOC or any of the 
other signers to do Google 
searches of local news sto-
ries about the hangings. If 
they had, they would have 
learned that most of them 

were acts of suicide -- aw-
ful in their own right, but 
not evidence that we are 
once again living in the 
Deep South circa 1892. 
These news stories invari-
ably recount how the local 
police have concluded a 
person found hanging on a 
tree died by suicide -- as 
well as all the specula-
tion on social media that 
something more insidious 
must have been at play.

In one horrifying case, 
a young African-Amer-
ican woman was found 
hanging from a tree out-
side an abandoned house 
in Jackson, Mississippi, 
and her death was indeed 
ruled a murder. A CNN 
report several days ago 
related the heightened 
scrutiny around the crime 
given “Mississippi’s long 
history of racial violence 
involving hangings.” The 
police have now arrested 
a 51-year-old suspect and 
charged him with murder, 
although he doesn’t ad-
vance the narrative of the 
Pressley letter -- since he, 
too, is African American. 

According to Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention figures, more 
than 11,000 people in 
the United States died 
by suicide by hanging or 
a related means in 2024 
-- or, on average, more 
than 30 a day. Hundreds 
of these people were Af-
rican Americans. In this 
context, a handful of black 
suicides by hanging oc-
curring outdoors over the 
course of half a year or 
more wouldn’t necessarily 
be shocking. 

The will to believe the 
worst, though, is very 
strong among the people 
who signed the Pressley 
letter. They are perpetual-
ly convinced that the KKK 

is on the verge of riding 
again and making the U.S. 
the equivalent of the Re-
construction-era South. 

One line in the Pressley 
letter says that black peo-
ple have been found hang-
ing from trees in places 
as dispersed as “Missis-
sippi, Michigan and New 
York.” The geographic 
randomness suggests a 
widely dispersed social 
phenomenon; the signato-
ries conclude instead that 
there are racist murder-
ers seeded throughout the 
country, all carrying out 
brutal, symbolically reso-
nant killings.

This is a terrible thing 
to believe of one’s own 
country -- not just of 
its people, but of all the 
law-enforcement authori-
ties who must be suppress-
ing evidence of systematic 
racial violence. No matter. 
The Squad and its ilk have 
a dim view of the Unit-
ed States and -- as racial 
obsessives who consider 
themselves fearless cru-
saders for justice -- must 
find great emotional satis-
faction in the notion that 
they are fighting the same 
battle as, say, the legend-
ary scourge of lynching 
Ida B. Wells.

Wells, though, didn’t 
have to make up outrages, 
whereas the current crowd 
tends to give credence 
to every story based on a 
fake noose or a hate-crime 
hoax. Pressley and Co. 
clearly hoped to stir up a 
social panic, but the weak-
ness and irrationality of 
their argument serve only 
to underline their own 
profound and disturbing 
racial paranoia.

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. 

The Lynching Epidemic 
that Wasn’t
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS  
NAME STATEMENTS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001519

The following persons are do-
ing business as: Carlson Gracie 
Vacaville, 321 Nut Tree Road 
Suite 311B, Vacaville, CA 95687. 
RG Vacaville LLC, 321 Nut Tree 
Road Suite 311B, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 28, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: January 1, 2026
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration August 27, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Sept 11, 18, 25, Oct 2, 2026 
CARLSON 10-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001495

The following persons are doing 
business as: Glow 465 Facial Spa, 
2260 N Texas Street, Fairfield, CA 
94533. 
Diana Aguayo Vazquez, 518 Suisun 
Street, Suisun City, CA 94585. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 26, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 25, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Sept 11, 18, 25, Oct 2, 2026 
GLOW 10-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001528

The following persons are doing 
business as: New Heading Press, 
880 Bounds Drive, Dixon, CA 
95620. 
Russell Trent Walton, 880 Bounds 
Drive, Dixon, CA 95620. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 31, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 30, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Sept 11, 18, 25, Oct 2, 2026 
NEW 10-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001524

The following persons are doing 
business as: Misty Insurance 
Services, 2409 Topgallant Court, 
Fairfield, CA 94534. 
Silvana Zuniga Navarro, 2409 
Topgallant Court, Fairfield, CA 
94534. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 31, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
August 30, 2031. The filing of this 
statement does not itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see section 
14411 ET SEQ., business, and 
professions code.)
Publish: Sept 11, 18, 25, Oct 2, 2026 
MISTY 10-2-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001502

The following persons are doing 

business as: Perfume Synergy, 
2830 Thornbury Court, Vallejo, 
CA 94591. 
Solano Equity Investments LLC, 
101 W. American Canyon Road 
508-294, American Canyon, CA 
94503. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 26, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: August 15, 2026
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration August 25, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Sept 18, 25, Oct 2, 9, 2026 
PERFUME 10-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001432

The following persons are doing 
business as: Our Lady of Peace 
Home Care, 900 Dawnview Way, 
Vacaville, CA 95687
Cabe Procare LLC, 900 
Dawnview Way, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 13, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N//A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration August 12, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Sept 18, 25, Oct 2, 9, 2026 
OUR 10-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001584

The following persons are doing 
business as: Mostly Points, 715 

Engineer Circle, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Jacob Wilhite, 715 Engineer 
Circle, Vacaville, CA 95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
September 9, 2026. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
September 8, 2031. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: Sept 18, 25, Oct 2, 9, 2026 
MOSTLY 10-9-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001642

The following persons are doing 
business as: Rosette Western 
Wear, 119 Falaise Drive, 
Vacaville, CA 95687 
Lourdes Lizbeth Ornelas, 119 
Falaise Drive, Vacaville, CA 
95687. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
September 17, 2026. The 
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the above 
business name on: N/A
This Business is conducted 
by: An Individual. NOTICE: In 
Accordance with subdivision (a) of 
section 17920 A Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at 
the end of five years from the date 
on which it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk, except as pro-
vided in subdivision (b) of section 
17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set 
forth in the statement pursuant 
to section 17913 other than a 
change in the residence address 
of registered owner. A new ficti-
tious Business name statement 
must be filed before the expiration 
September 16, 2031. The filing 
of this statement does not itself 
authorize the use in this state of 
a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: October 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026 
ROSETTE 10-23-26

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 2026001474

The following persons are doing 
business as: CME Smog & Auto 
Repair, 777 Elmira Road Suite A, 
Vacaville, CA 95687 
Phoenix Legacy Ventures LLC, 

210 Lenis Avenue, Winters, CA 
95694. 
Date filed in Solano County: 
August 21, 2026. The Registrant 
commenced to transact business 
under the above business name 
on: N/A
This Business is conducted by: 
A Limited Liability Company. 
NOTICE: In Accordance with 
subdivision (a) of section 17920 A 
Fictitious Name Statement gener-
ally expires at the end of five years 
from the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the county clerk, 
except as provided in subdivision 
(b) of section 17920, where it ex-
pires 40 days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the statement 
pursuant to section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence 
address of registered owner. A 
new fictitious Business name 
statement must be filed before the 
expiration August 20, 2031. The 
filing of this statement does not 
itself authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business, and professions code.)
Publish: October 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026 
CME 10-23-26

ORDER TO SHOW FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU26-07671
Aleksander Raul Quiroz filed a 
petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Aleksander Raul Quiroz to Tex 
Sasha Zyer.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. November 9, 2026, 
10:00 a.m. Department 7, Room 
2, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: A 
Jones
Dated: August 31, 2026
Publish: Sept 11, 18, 25, Oct 2, 2026
QUIROZ 10-2-26

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU26-07929
Milagrito Perlita Hernandez filed 
a petition with this court for a de-
cree changing names as follows: 
Milagrito Perlita Hernandez to 
Miracle Perlita Tuller.
THE COURT ORDERS that all 

persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the pe-
tition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person ob-
jecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file written 
objection that includes the rea-
sons for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show why 
the petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely 
filed, the court may grant the pe-
tition without a hearing. November 
23, 2026, 10:00 a.m. Department 
7, Room 2, Superior Court of 
California, County of Solano, Old 
Solano Court House, 580 Texas 
Street Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: A 
Jones
Dated: September 8, 2026
Publish: Sept 18, 25, Oct 2, 9, 2026
HERNANDEZ 10-9-26

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SOLANO ORDER TO 
SHOW CAUSE CHANGE OF NAME

CASE #CU26-06811
Felisha Marie Gibson filed a pe-
tition with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
Julianna Marie Coram to Julianna 
Marie Gibson-Coram
THE COURT ORDERS that all 
persons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should not 
be granted. Any person objecting 
to the name changes described 
above must file written objection 
that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days 
before the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show why the petition 
should not be granted. If no writ-
ten objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing. November 2, 2026, 
10:00 a.m. Department 7, Room 
2, Superior Court of California, 
County of Solano, Old Solano 
Court House, 580 Texas Street 
Fairfield, CA 94533
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Christine A. Carringer
Dated: August 10, 2026
Publish: Sept 25, Oct 2, 9, 16, 2026
GIBSON 10-16-26
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Residents Voice Views on Roadways
Story and photo 
by Kevin Dietrich

DIXON, CA (MPG) - Efforts to assess 
local roadway safety through an 
online interactive map earlier this 
year garnered considerable atten-
tion from Dixon residents.

More than 300 comments were 
received online and at in-per-
son events, according to Emma 
McNeil, Dixon’s acting public 
information officer. The survey 
findings are being used to help 
update Dixon’s local roadway 
safety plan.

The city is developing the plan 
to reduce crashes, save lives and 
improve safety on city roads. 
As part of the process, Dixon 
launched the online interactive 
map during the summer to gather 
feedback on priorities, needs and 
potential improvements within 
Dixon. 

Significant frustration was reg-
istered about an array of topics, 
including train tracks through 
downtown Dixon, the percep-
tion that the city’s roads are 
unfriendly to bike riders and the 
overall condition of outlying 
thoroughfares. 

Feedback was often very spe-
cific: “The left-hand turning lane 
from Batavia onto Dixon Avenue 
needs to be repaved”; “Speeding 
daily on Folsom Fair Circle. It’s 
a race track!”; and, near the inter-
section of Pitt School Road and 
West H Street, “Dead city tree: 
could fall on pedestrians walking 
on the sidewalk.”

Others were more general: 
“I’ve been noticing huge cracks 
everywhere I drive in Dixon,” 
and “People speed all over 
town.”

Some comments were but-
tressed with dramatic language: 
“The road on Pedrick from the 

tracks to the freeway is crimi-
nally unsafe.”

To be fair, Pedrick Road 
appears to be a sore spot with 
many residents. It received more 
than three dozen comments on 
the online survey, many focusing 
on the quality of the pavement.

“Pedrick Road needs to be 
repaved,” a resident wrote on 
July 15. 

“Some of the worst potholes in 
the city,” another commented on 
July 21.

“Pedrick Road is a raceway all 

day long,” wrote a third individ-
ual on July 23.  

A local roadway safety plan 
is a means to help cities evalu-
ate how people currently travel, 
understand where and why 
crashes happen, and recommend 
projects, policies and programs 
to help reduce serious injuries 
and fatalities.

The next step is to review the 
comments gathered through 
community outreach and an anal-
ysis of traffic accidents and then 
use those findings to develop 

proposed safety improvements, 
McNeil said. 

“The community will have 
another opportunity to review 
and comment on the recommen-
dations and draft plan before the 
final plan goes to City Council 
for consideration,” she added.

Dixon is working with DKS 
Associates on its local roadway 
safety plan. DKS is involved 
with reviewing the existing plan, 
analyzing crash data, gathering 
community input, developing 
safety recommendations and pre-

paring the draft and final plan, 
McNeil said. 

It is also helping the city 
prepare grant applications 
through the Highway Safety 
Improvement Program. DKS 
Associates was awarded a con-
tract in March for the project, 
which is not to exceed $150,000.

A public review of the draft 
plan is expected during the fall, 
with the plan scheduled to be 
finalized this winter, according 
to a project timeline released by 
the city. � 

Traffic seen on Pedrick Road, near the Campbell’s Soup processing facility. 
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