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Stage Nine News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Known 
for going big when it comes to cre-
ative pop culture concepts and 
immersive experiences, Stage 
Nine Entertainment is excited to 
go small-scale with a one-day-
only “Tiny Tales” art exhibition 
Oct. 24. Presented by Stage Nine 
and Collectors Editions, the exhibi-
tion will showcase a first-of-its-kind 
“Tiny Tales” art exhibition made up 
of more than 60 small-sized Disney 
original works of art – just 12 inches 
by 12 inches or smaller – created by 
a total of 20 Disney Fine Art artists, 
each showing at least three pieces of 
artistry.

Proving big ideas come in small 
packages, the community will have 
the opportunity to meet five talented 
Disney Fine Art artists including: 
Angel Alvarez, Bob Doucette, Liana 
Hee, Becky Stevens and Stage Nine 
resident artist Tom Matousek, all of 
whom will be available for storytell-
ing, meet & greet opportunities, and 
autograph signings from noon to 4 
p.m. in The Underground Vault at 
Stage Nine. 

In addition – and limited to only 
50 guests – a ticketed VIP event is 
also taking place that same evening 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. that includes 

cocktails, passed appetizers, and spe-
cial meet & greet opportunities with 
the artists amid a spirited cocktail 
party environment (costumes are 
encouraged). Advance tickets to the 

VIP event and/or more information 
including a complete list of all 20 
Disney Fine Art artists showing their 
works is available at stagenine.com.

Disney Art on Display

A 12-inch-by-12-inch artwork titled “Spirits of the Mansion.” Photo courtesy of Disney Fine 
Art, by Collectors Editions

Old Sacramento Waterfront 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - This holi-
day season, shopping comes with a 
little extra incentive. Now through 
December 31, visitors of Old 
Sacramento Waterfront can turn a 
day of shopping, dining, and explor-
ing into a game with Small Business 
Spree Bingo.

The interactive challenge invites 
visitors to explore the historic dis-
trict, discover local businesses, and 
complete fun holiday-themed activ-
ities for the chance to win prizes 

along the way. Activities range from 
grabbing a hot beverage to finding 
a stocking stuffer and taking a sel-
fie with the holiday tree. With more 
than 150 small businesses through-
out the district, there are plenty of 
opportunities to discover something 
new while checking a few names off 
the holiday shopping list.

Participants can pick up a Small 
Business Spree Bingo card at the 
Visitors Center, 1000 Second St., 
and other locations throughout Old 
Sacramento Waterfront and begin 
completing the activities listed 
on the card. As participants visit 

businesses and attractions through-
out Old Sacramento Waterfront, 
they can collect stamps to mark their 
progress. For the free activities, par-
ticipants can show their bingo card 
to the Visitors Center team (on 
weekdays) or a Holidays on K team 
member (on weekends) to receive 
stamps.

Players can complete bingo in 
four ways. Complete four consecu-
tive spaces vertically, horizontally, 
or diagonally. Complete the spaces 
around the perimeter of the card. 
Complete the two diagonal lines 

Participants can pick up a Small Business Spree Bingo card at the Visitors Center, 1000 Second St., and other locations 
throughout Old Sacramento Waterfront. Photo courtesy of Downtown Sacramento Partnership

Win at Business Bingo

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 4

Higher 
Interest 

Rates Lead 
to Decline 

in September 
New Home 

Sales
North State Building 
Industry Association 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Higher mortgage inter-
est rates stemming from 
the increasing costs of 
energy as the war with 
Iran continues caused 
a drop in new home 
sales in September in 
the Sacramento region, 
the North State Building 
Industry Association 
reported today. 

New home sales in 
the eight-county region 
to ta led  286 ,  which 
was down 14% from 
August, down 34% from 
September 2025 and 
down 30% from the his-
torical average for the 
month dating back to 
1997.

North State President 
& CEO Tim Murphy 
said interest rates rising 
to above 7% by the end 
of the month has caused 
many prospective buyers 
to hold off.

“Renewed tensions 
between the U.S. and 
Iran pushed oil and gas-
oline prices sharply 
higher, which lifted infla-
tion expectations and put 
upward pressure on inter-
est rates,” Murphy said.

He added that demand 
for housing remains 
strong, but higher mort-
gage rates,  elevated 
construction costs and 
tighter real purchasing 
power are limiting both 
buyers and builders.

“Still, buyers should 
keep in mind that build-
ers continue working hard 
to find ways to help them 
afford the new home of 
their dreams. I'd urge any-
one thinking about buying 
a home to check with area 
builders to find out what 
incentives they are offer-
ing,” he said.

During September, 
Roseville saw the most 
new home sales with 
61, followed by Rancho 
Cordova (52), Sacramento 
(47), Natomas (29) and 
Galt (24).

Sales were reported 
f o r  2 0 2  c o m m u n i -
t ies  in  Amador,  El 
Dorado, Nevada, Placer, 
Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo 
and Yuba counties.� 
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Are You Winter Weather Ready?

Sacramento County 
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) - As we 
enjoy the cooler weather that comes with 
fall, it’s a great time to start preparing 
for what the next season will bring. This 
year, Sacramento County’s partners at the 
National Weather Services are expecting 
a strong El Nino year, which means the 
potential for heavy rain, flooding and the 
issues that come with the weather. 

Seasonal forecasts cannot predict exactly 
when or where the most significant storms 
will occur, which is why it’s important for 
everyone in the County to be ready for this 
winter. The best approach is to prepare 
now and stay informed as local conditions 
can quickly change.

Here is a list of what you can do now:
Sign up for emergency alerts . 

Emergency alerts provide emergency 
information, including severe weather, 
flooding and evacuation notifications. 
Residents can add phone numbers, email 
addresses and addresses to receive alerts 
relevant to their area.

Review your emergency plan and sup-
plies. Make sure your household has an 
emergency kit with food, water, flash-
lights, batteries, first-aid supplies and other 
essentials. Consider your family’s needs, 
including medications, medical devices, 
pets and other items that may require spe-
cial planning.

Check your property before the rain 
arrives. Clear leaves and debris from gut-
ters, drainage areas and storm drains 

around your home. If you see a plugged 
storm drain or other drainage problem, call 
311.

Consider flood insurance. New flood 
insurance policies typically have a 30-day 
waiting period before coverage begins, so 
don’t wait until a storm is approaching to 
purchase a policy.

Know your flood risk. Even properties 
outside mapped high-risk flood areas can 
experience flooding. Review your proper-
ty’s flood risk and know where you would 
go if you needed to move to higher ground.

What we are doing ahead of the winter 
to keep all of us safe:

Sacramento County’s Office of 
Emergency Services (OES) works 
year-round to prepare for emergencies, 
including winter storms and flooding. This 
winter, OES is strengthening emergency 
operations through training and exercises, 
improving alert and warning systems, and 
preparing resources and staffing for poten-
tial shelter operations. The County also 
continues to coordinate with local juris-
dictions and emergency response partners, 
update emergency plans and provide pre-
paredness information to the public. We 
also regularly meet with and receive 
updates from NWS.

When we stay prepared, we can all 
remain calm and take needed steps during 
an emergency – weather it’s flooding, 
power outages or other disasters.

To check out additional resources visit 
https://sacramentoready.saccounty.gov/us/
en/emergency-alerts-notification-system.
html. � 

Review your emergency plan and supplies, indluding clearing leaves and debris from gutters, 
drainage areas and storm drains around your home. Photo by 123switch via Pixabay

across the center or complete every 
square on the card.

The fun continues all season long. 
Each time participants complete a bingo, 
they can submit a photo of their card by 
emailing it to info@oldsacramento.com. 
Participants can continue building bin-
gos on the same card and submit it again 
each time they complete another bingo, 
with a maximum of four entries per per-
son. Prizes will be awarded throughout the 
season, and all entries must be received by 
December 31, 2026.

Completing a bingo could mean more 
than bragging rights. Prizes include gift 
cards to local businesses, Old Sacramento 
Waterfront swag, a $100 parking voucher, 
a family four-pack of tickets to the 
Downtown Sac Ice Rink, a museum mem-
bership, and even the chance to guest star 
as mama or papa in Theatre of Lights 
during December.

To enter the prize drawing, participants 
must email a photo of their completed 
bingo card. Winners will be selected at 
random and notified via email. Every 

submission is guaranteed to win a prize, 
and completing additional bingo pat-
terns provides more opportunities to win 
throughout the season.

“Small Business Spree Bingo is all 
about making holiday shopping more 
fun while giving visitors a chance to dis-
cover the incredible small businesses that 
make Old Sacramento Waterfront unique,” 
said Chelsea Evans, Old Sacramento 
Waterfront district manager. “We hope the 
bingo challenge gives people a fun reason 
to come downtown, explore new shops 
and experiences, and make a day of their 
holiday shopping.”

Small Business Spree Bingo is pre-
sented by Old Sacramento Waterfront 
and Downtown Sacramento Partnership, 
with support from California State 
Parks, California State Railroad Museum 
Foundation, and Yelp.

More information about Small Business 
Spree Bingo, including a full FAQ and 
details on how to participate, is avail-
able at https://www.oldsacramento.
com/seasonal-activity/small-business- 
spree-bingo/.� 

Win at Business Bingo
Continued from page 1

California Capital Airshow Celebrates 20 Years 
Milestone event featured two days of aerial performances, 

a nighttime show and a salute to America’s 250th 

California Capital Airshow 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - From 
the roar of fighter jets to a night 
sky filled with drones, lasers, 
fireworks and pyrotechnics, the 
2026 California Capital Airshow 
marked its 20th anniversary at 
Mather Airport on Oct. 10 and 11 
with a weekend that brought avi-
ation, patriotism and community 
together.

Presented by Sacramento 
County in partnership with the 
City of Rancho Cordova, the 
Airshow welcomed more than 
100,000 spectators from the 
Sacramento region and beyond.

“This show was a huge thank 
you to the Sacramento region for 
two decades of support,” said 
Darcy Brewer, CEO of California 
Capital Airshow. “Between two 
jet teams, an incredible lineup of 
military and civilian performers 
and the return of our night show, 
we celebrated our 20th anniver-
sary and America’s 250th in a 
way our community will remem-
ber for a long time.”

Two Jet Teams, 
Then a Sky Full of Light

T h e  U . S .  A i r  F o r c e 
Thunderbirds showcased the 
speed and precision of their 
F-16 Fighting Falcons, while 
the Royal Canadian Air Force 
Snowbirds flew their graceful, 
close-formation routine in their 
final full performance in the 
CT-114 Tutor jet. The U.S. Navy 
F/A-18 Super Hornet Tactical 
Demonstration Team, aircraft 
from Beale Air Force Base and a 
lineup of world-renowned civil-
ian performers rounded out the 
daytime program.

As daylight faded, the Airshow 
transformed into an electrifying 
nighttime spectacle. Illuminated 
aircraft, colorful lasers, dynamic 
pyrotechnics and walls of fire 
lighting up the sky over Mather. 
The evening closed with a drone 
show and choreographed fire-
works set to music honoring 
America’s 250th birthday and the 
Airshow’s 20th anniversary.

20 Years of Service, 
Education and Community
On the ground, guests explored 

miles of static aircraft and exhib-
its including historic warbirds, 
military and public safety air-
craft, and hands-on aviation 
and STEM activities. Families 
met pilots, tested aviation tech-
nology first-hand and learned 
about career paths in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics.

That work continues long after 
the final performance. The non-
profit California Capital Airshow 
reaches more than 3,500 students 
annually through scholarships, 
internships, mentorships and 
educational programming, and 
has awarded more than $679,000 
in scholarships to nearly 300 stu-
dents since its founding.

“Twenty years ago, this orga-
nization began with a vision 
to celebrate aviation and bring 
our community together,” said 
Terrence McNamara, Chairman 

of the California Capital Airshow 
Board of Directors. “Today it is 
a source of regional pride, a way 
to honor our military and avi-
ation heritage, and a platform 
for investing in the young peo-
ple who will shape the future of 
flight. That legacy is what we are 
most proud of, and we are com-
mitted to building on it for the 
next 20 years.”

Nearly 1,000 volunteers helped 
bring the Airshow to life, sup-
porting everything from event 
operations and guest services 
to behind-the-scenes logis-
tics. Visitors from throughout 
California and beyond – includ-
ing many attendees from Canada 
travelling to see the Snowbirds’ 
final performance – also con-
tributed to the local economy, 
supporting area hotels, restau-
rants and businesses.

Looking Ahead
As the last fireworks faded 

over Mather Airport ,  the 
California Capital Airshow 
closed a milestone chapter. The 
nonprofit remains committed 
to using the magic of aviation 
to honor service, celebrate the 
Sacramento region and inspire 
the next generation.

California Capital Airshow 
extends its sincere thanks to 
Sacramento County, the City of 
Rancho Cordova, Sutter Health, 

Wilton Rancheria, Modern 
Aviation, SMUD, Teichert, 
Roseville Auto Mall, Wilton 
Rancheria, Kaiser Permanente, 
Five Star Bank, Southwest 
Airlines, Atlas Disposal, UPS, 
iHeart Media, Paratransit, and 
Elite Power.  In addition, the 
Airshow is grateful for the many 
volunteers, aviation profes-
sionals, public safety agencies 
and community supporters who 
helped make this event possible.

For event highlights, photos and 
information about the Airshow's 
year-round programs, visit www.
CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com.

About California Capital 
Airshow

Established in 2004, the 
California Capital Airshow is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to honoring the 
Sacramento region's rich aviation 
heritage, recognizing veterans 
and inspiring the next generation 
through the power and magic 
of flight. In addition to produc-
ing one of the region's premier 
aviation events, the organiza-
tion supports youth development 
through aviation and STEM 
scholarships, educational out-
reach, internships, mentorships 
and charitable community part-
nerships. Learn more at www.
CaliforniaCapitalAirshow.com. 

Two Redline Airshow aerobatic planes fly in close formation, with one inverted above the other, during a high-energy performance at the California Capital Airshow. Photo courtesy of Braden K. Loper

Fireworks illuminate the sky as colorful lights and pyrotechnics transform the runway during the California Capital 
Airshow's nighttime finale, bringing the evening's festivities to a spectacular close. Photo courtesy of Braden K. Loper

A young aviation fan gets a front-
row view of the excitement at the 
California Capital Airshow, where 
aerial performances captivated 
spectators of all ages. Photo by Rick Sloan

Families and aviation enthusiasts explore a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster III on display at the California Capital 
Airshow, where visitors had the opportunity to see military aircraft up close. Photo by Rick Sloan

Parachut ists  descend with 
American flags and an America 
250 banner during an aerial 
demonstration at the California 
Capital Airshow. Photo by Rick Sloan

Craig and Arina Pfaff hold their two children, Kaylee (4) and Malina 
(8 months), as the United States Air Force Thunderbirds fly overhead. Photo 
by Rick Sloan

Civil Air Patrol cadets pose for a group photo while assisting with event 
operations at the California Capital Airshow, where volunteers helped 
support the weekend's festivities. Photo by Rick Sloan
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California Capital Airshow 
News Release
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together.
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Airshow welcomed more than 
100,000 spectators from the 
Sacramento region and beyond.
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Darcy Brewer, CEO of California 
Capital Airshow. “Between two 
jet teams, an incredible lineup of 
military and civilian performers 
and the return of our night show, 
we celebrated our 20th anniver-
sary and America’s 250th in a 
way our community will remem-
ber for a long time.”
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final full performance in the 
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F/A-18 Super Hornet Tactical 
Demonstration Team, aircraft 
from Beale Air Force Base and a 
lineup of world-renowned civil-
ian performers rounded out the 
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As daylight faded, the Airshow 
transformed into an electrifying 
nighttime spectacle. Illuminated 
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lighting up the sky over Mather. 
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works set to music honoring 
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craft, and hands-on aviation 
and STEM activities. Families 
met pilots, tested aviation tech-
nology first-hand and learned 
about career paths in science, 
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That work continues long after 
the final performance. The non-
profit California Capital Airshow 
reaches more than 3,500 students 
annually through scholarships, 
internships, mentorships and 
educational programming, and 
has awarded more than $679,000 
in scholarships to nearly 300 stu-
dents since its founding.
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nization began with a vision 
to celebrate aviation and bring 
our community together,” said 
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to honor our military and avi-
ation heritage, and a platform 
for investing in the young peo-
ple who will shape the future of 
flight. That legacy is what we are 
most proud of, and we are com-
mitted to building on it for the 
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bring the Airshow to life, sup-
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to behind-the-scenes logis-
tics. Visitors from throughout 
California and beyond – includ-
ing many attendees from Canada 
travelling to see the Snowbirds’ 
final performance – also con-
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rants and businesses.
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closed a milestone chapter. The 
nonprofit remains committed 
to using the magic of aviation 
to honor service, celebrate the 
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Rancho Cordova, Sutter Health, 

Wilton Rancheria, Modern 
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Roseville Auto Mall, Wilton 
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Elite Power.  In addition, the 
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and community supporters who 
helped make this event possible.

For event highlights, photos and 
information about the Airshow's 
year-round programs, visit www.
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Established in 2004, the 
California Capital Airshow is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to honoring the 
Sacramento region's rich aviation 
heritage, recognizing veterans 
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of flight. In addition to produc-
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5500 Folsom Blvd. 
916-452-2613

4768 J Street 
916-454-4800

Se Habla Español

 FIXED RATE for 5 Years
 Local Processing & Servicing
 No Closing Cost on Qualifying Transactions; Except for 

Appraisal/Evaluation Costs

 Have Funds Available for Current and Future Needs
 Home Improvement, Debt Consolidation, College Tuition
 Interest May be Tax Deductible (Please consult your tax advisor)

6.75% Initial APR

The initial Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is currently 6.75% for a new Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), and is fixed for 
the first 5 years of the loan which is called the draw period. After the initial 5 year period, the APR can change once based on 
the value of an Index and Margin. The Index is the weekly average yield on U.S. Treasury Securities adjusted to a constant 
maturity of 10 years and the margin is 3.50%. The current APR for repayment period is 8.75%. The maximum APR that can 
apply any time during your HELOC is 15%. A qualifying transaction consists of the following conditions: (1) the initial APR 
assumes a maximum HELOC of $200,000, and a total maximum Loan-to-Value (LTV) of 70% including the new HELOC and 
any existing 1st Deed of Trust loan on your residence; (2) your residence securing the HELOC must be a single-family home 
that you occupy as your primary residence; (3) if the 1st Deed of Trust loan is with a lender other than El Dorado Savings 
Bank, that loan may not exceed $300,000, have a total maximum Loan to Value (LTV) of 65% and may not be a revolving 
line of credit. Additional property restrictions and requirements apply. All loans are subject to a current appraisal or property 
evaluation, which typically range from $100 to $1,000. This cost will be disclosed in your commitment letter and paid at loan 
closing. Property insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates, APR, terms and conditions are subject to 
change without notice. Other conditions apply. A $525 early closure fee will be assessed if the line of credit is  closed within 
three years from the date of opening. An annual fee of $85 will be assessed on the first anniversary of the HELOC and annually 
thereafter during the draw period. Ask for a copy of our “Fixed Rate Home Equity Line of Credit Disclosure Notice” for additional 
important information. Other HELOC loans are available under different terms. 
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As an added treat, The Underground 
Vault at Stage Nine will be decked out in 
special décor and splendor to celebrate the 
spooky season, complete with more than 
50 custom-carved pumpkins on display by 
world-renowned carver Alex Weir, all fea-
turing favorite pop culture icons.

Located in a building known as What 
Cheer House at the corner of Front 
& K Streets (102 K Street) at the Old 
Sacramento Waterfront and founded 
by Troy Carlson, the Stage Nine retail 
empire started humbly enough as a small, 
500-square foot gift shop in the early 90s 
– then known as Old Sacramento Giftique 
– that specialized in model railroad prod-
ucts, souvenirs, Sacramento-themed 
apparel, and unique gifts.

Today, Stage Nine has expanded 
over time into an elaborate and engag-
ing footprint that takes up a combined 
8,000-square foot space with the 

following five retail concepts: Stage Nine 
Entertainment Store, G. Willikers! Toy 
Emporium, The Vault, The Old Fashioned 
Candy & Confectionery Store, and 
RSVLTS® Outpost.

Stage Nine Entertainment is well 
known as the area’s premier entertainment 
retail destination that showcases approx-
imately 20,000 unique items related to 
movies, television, toys, and pop cul-
ture. Stage Nine is well known for hosting 
retail events attended by celebrities, art-
ists, and entertainers. Plus, the on-site art 
gallery – The Vault – is California’s No. 
1 independently owned retailer of Disney 
Fine Art.

Stage Nine retail stores are open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. For more informa-
tion about Stage Nine Entertainment, Inc., 
Stage Nine Family of Specialty Retail 
Stores, or booking The Underground 
Vault, call 916-447-3623 or visit www.
stagenine.com.� 

Disney Art on Display

The Lantern Project Welcomes Guests 
to the California State Railroad Museum
The installation marks the first phase of a multi-year lobby renovation.

California State 
Railroad Museum 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) 
- The California State 
Rai l road Museum & 
Foundation are proud to 
announce the comple-
tion of the Lantern Project 
– part of a multi-phased, 
multi-year renovation 
effort – that now lights up 
the lobby of the California 
State Railroad Museum. 
With support provided by 
California State Parks, the 
California State Railroad 
Museum Foundat ion , 
and valued donors, the 
project includes 204 his-
toric lanterns that create 
a visually exciting “open 
storage” display, offer-
ing visitors an amazing 
look at a portion of the 
museum’s impressive col-
lection of more than 500 
lanterns. The creative use 
format allows visitors to 
view a substantial portion 
of the Museum’s lantern 
collection.

The project artfully uti-
lizes modern LED lighting 
effects with historic arti-
facts to create a unique 
illuminated display that is 
rooted in railroad history. 
As background, railroad 
workers relied on lanterns 
to communicate, inspect 
equipment, and work after 
dark. Each lantern in the 
display has a story to tell 
about the people who used 
them. Ornate presentation 
lanterns honored conduc-
tors for service milestones 

or retirement, sometimes 
featuring names and dec-
orative details on their 
globes. Inspectors used 
lanterns with reflective 
surfaces to provide more 
directional light. Colorful 
and eye-catching signal 
lanterns helped railroad 
workers communicate with 
one another and keep them 
safe. Over time, lantern 
designs evolved along-
side changes in fuel and 
advances in glassmaking.

To bring the Lantern 
Project display to comple-
tion, a team of dedicated 
museum staff worked 
closely with Bekonix to 
design and custom print 
204 individual flames. 
Each 3D-printed flame was 
then wired to light up, the 
result of which is an acti-
vated display.

Once the full multi-
phased lobby renovation 
project is complete, guests 
will enjoy a completely 
refreshed, redesigned, and 
reinterpreted space. On 
average, the California 
State Railroad Museum 
welcomes nearly 300,000 
visitors during a typical 
year.

The California State 
Railroad Museum, 111 I 
Street in Old Sacramento, 
is open daily from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., regular admis-
sion to the California State 
Railroad Museum is $12 
for adults, $6 for youth 
(ages 6 to 17), and are free 
for children five and under. 
For more information 
about the California State 

Railroad Museum and 
Foundation, visit https://
www.californiarailroad.
museum/.

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation, popularly 
known as State Parks, and 
the programs supported 
by its Office of Historic 
Preservation and divisions 
of Boating and Waterways 
and Off-Highway Motor 
Vehicle Recreation pro-
vides for the health, 
inspiration and education 
of the people of California 
by helping to preserve the 
state’s extraordinary bio-
logical diversity, protecting 
its most valued natural and 
cultural resources, and cre-
ating opportunities for 
high-quality outdoor recre-
ation. Learn more at parks.
ca.gov. 

About the California 
State Railroad Museum 
Foundation

The mission of the 
California State Railroad 
Museum Founda t ion 
(CSRMF) is to generate 
revenue and awareness 
on behalf of its destina-
tions, while supporting the 
preservation, interpreta-
tion, and promotion of 
our railroad heritage. The 
Foundation provides fund-
ing for ongoing support 
of numerous programs, 
both at the museum’s 
Old Sacramento location 
and at the historic park 
in Jamestown, Calif. For 
more information, visit 
www.californiarailroad.
museum.� 

The project artfully utilizes modern LED lighting effects with historic artifacts to create a unique 
illuminated display that is rooted in railroad history. Photo courtesy of the California State Railroad Museum

Continued from page 1
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Future Voters Cast Ballots in 2026 Statewide Mock Election
Sacramento County Office 
of Education News Release

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  -
Democracy comes alive when 
youth transition from classroom 
instruction to hands-on civic par-
ticipation. Middle and high school 
students at Leo A. Palmiter Jr./Sr. 
High School cast ballots in the 
California Student Mock Election, 
experiencing the democratic pro-
cess firsthand and learning the 
power of informed voting ahead of 
the Nov. 3 General Election. 

“Voting today made me real-
ize how important every single 
vote is,” shared a Palmiter student 
voter. “It was exciting to see how 
the whole process works and know 
that our voices and ideas matter.” 

The campus library transformed 
into an offi  cial polling station com-
plete with voting booths, paper 
ballots and ballot boxes. Taking 
part in the hands-on simulation 
gave students a look at Election 
Day while instilling a deeper 
understanding of civic responsi-
bility, electoral integrity and the 
value of an informed vote. 

“S tuden t s  had  though t -
ful questions about what ballot 
propositions mean, who gets to 

participate and how votes are 
tallied,” said Palmiter Principal 
Brett Homesley. “The mock elec-
tion gave them ways to explore 
those questions and see how civic 
duty works in real life.” 

Participating in this event gave 
students valuable insight into the 
signifi cance of civic engagement 
and public service. Coordinated 
by the California Secretary of 
State and the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, the state-
wide initiative helps youth 
discover the importance of elec-
tions and the power of their 
voices in the democratic process. 
Results are available now at: 
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/
studentmockelection/mock-elec-
tion-results/2026-results

Civic learning does not end 
at the ballot box. Educators, 
families and community part-
ners looking to introduce 
fundamental civic concepts 
to youth can explore the PBS 
LearningMedia  Elect ion 
Collection for nonpartisan edu-
cational guides. Additional 
interactive tools designed to 
inspire a lifelong passion for 
civic learning are available 
through iCivics. 

Middle and high school students at Leo A. Palmiter Jr./Sr. High School cast ballots in the California Student Mock 
Election. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County Office of Education

Society for the Blind Announces Blindness 
Awareness Month in October

Nonprofit Society
for the Blind News Release

SACRAMENTO,  CA (MPG)  -
Nonprofit Society for the Blind 
in Sacramento is encouraging 
local residents to honor Blindness 
Awareness Month throughout 
October by connecting people 
with vision loss to services so 
they can gain the skills they need 
to stay independent and thrive.  

“Losing your sight can be a 
daunting, isolating experience, 
but it’s not the end of the road,” 
Shari Roeseler, executive direc-
tor, Society for the Blind said. 
“With the right training, assistive 
tools and a community of support, 
a vibrant new way of living is 
completely within reach. During 
Blindness Awareness Month, 
we want to make sure every-
one knows that people can live 
their best lives with vision loss or 
blindness. If you or someone you 
know is experiencing vision loss, 
please reach out to Society for the 
Blind today. We off er a support 
system and wide array of instruc-
tors who are blind or have low 
vision so you can build the skills 
you need, whether you are a child, 

working-age adult or senior.”
For more than 70 years, 

Sacramento-based Society for 
the Blind has continued to create 

innovative ways to empower indi-
viduals living with low vision or 
blindness to discover, develop 
and achieve their full potential. 

Since 1954, Society for the Blind 
has grown from a dedicated 
group of volunteers to a nation-
ally recognized agency and the 

only comprehensive rehabilita-
tive teaching center that provides 
services for a 27-county region 
of Northern California. The non-
profit provides low-vision eye 
care, life and job skills training, 
mentorship and access to tools to 
maintain independence for more 
than 5,000 youth, working-age 
adults and seniors experiencing 
vision loss each year. 

In addition to its onsite Low 
Vision Clinic and assistive tech-
nology store, Society for the 
Blind offers four core classes 
– orientation and mobility, inde-
pendent living skills, assistive 
technology and braille – to ensure 
people with vision loss can stay 
active, employed and living life 
to the fullest. The nonprofi t also 
provides a program for seniors 
that includes support groups and 
classes. For youth, Society for the 
Blind off ers a support groups for 
caregivers and parents of children 
with vision loss. The nonprofit 
also provides a braille production 
program and hosts events open to 
the public.

To learn more or make 
a  dona t ion ,  v i s i t  www.
SocietyfortheBlind.org.  

For more than 70 years, Sacramento-based Society for the Blind has continued to create innovative ways to 
empower individuals living with low vision or blindness to discover, develop and achieve their full potential. Photo 
courtesy of Nonprofit Society for the Blind
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Serving East Sacramento and Sacramento County 

East Sacramento News 
is a member of  Messenger 
Publishing Group
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Paul V. Scholl

To submit your articles, 
information, announcements 
or letters to the editor, please 
email to: 
Publisher@mpg8.com.  
Be sure to place in the 
subject field “Attention to 
Publisher”. If you do not have 
email access, please call us 
at (916) 773-1111.

It is the intent of the East Sacramento News to strive 
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news and events. It is understood that the opinions 
expressed on these pages are those of the authors 
and cartoonists and are not necessarily the opinions 
of the publisher or our contributors.
The East Sacramento News is not responsible 
for unsolicited manuscripts or materials. The 
entire contents of the East Sacramento News are 
copyrighted. Ownership of all advertising created 
and/or composed by the MPG is with the publishing 
company and written permission to reproduce the 
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Call (916) 773-1111 for more information. 

East Sacramento NewsEast Sacramento News

We are proud members of these newspaper associations.

Need to Advertise?
Let Linda help you get the word out

(916) 619.8189(O)    (916) 524.9184(C)

lindapohl2@gmail.com
Arden • Carmichael • East Sacramento

Land Park • Pocket 

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

East Sacramento News 
         Facebook: @eastsacnews

CALL A PROFESSIONALCALL A PROFESSIONAL

MORE TIME ON YOUR BUSINESSMORE TIME ON YOUR BUSINESS
...and less time 

managing 
payroll

916-760-7227
www.pinnacleh ro.com

FREE PAYROLL PROCESSING FOR ONE MONTH IF YOU CALL NOW!

FOLLOW US
for Local News and much more!

Messenger Publishing Group
    Facebook: @MPG8dotcom

Award-Winning Design/Build Firm
Serving Sacramento for more than 38 years

Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler

FREE Consultation
916-422-6639

• Additions
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Custom Cabinetry
LIC# 480492      www.lytleconstruction.com

Fall Yard Clean-up Specials!
   • HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
   • RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
   • CONCRETE REMOVAL
   • HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
   • PRESSURE WASHING

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work—not a problem!
SPECIALS FOR SENIORS *SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*

Call LESTER (916) 838-1247
Lic#128758/Ref

CAPITOL ELECTRIC
Reasonable Residential 

& Commercial Work since 1960
Repairs, Trouble Shooting

Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

(916) 213-3740
Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

AFFORDABLE TRENCHLESS 
& PIPE LINING

www.ydig.com | Off (916) 488-1215  |  Lic #754886
SEWER PROBLEMS?  WATCH OUR VIDEO.

Install a Water/Electric line under your existing driveway!

We’re # 1 in the #2 businessWe’re # 1 in the #2 business

MENTION THIS AD 
AND RECEIVE A 

5% DISCOUNT!

ROONEY’S 
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

916-456-7777
      rooneysplumbingco.com License #683668

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE
I specialize in all areas of home improvement!

Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

CO2 & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement 
Door Bells - Grab Bar Installations - Security Doors 

Sprinkler Repair & New Valves - Carpentry - Electrical 
Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Fix Leaks of all types
Accepts All Major Credit Cards “Senior Discount”

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

CALL ERIC (916) 470-3488

We Support 
Our Military

Professional
Gutter Cleaning  Window Cleaning  Pressure 

Washing  Clean-Ups  Roof Cleaning 
Tree Trimming  Junk Removal/Hauling

Call or Text (916) 417-4231
PrimeQualityOne.com

www.EastSacramentoNews.com

By Keith Burbank 

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Resident and 
author Amy Gorder has written an excel-
lent follow-up to her first book in the Gold 
Rush Ghosts series. 

Ghosts of Winter comes on the heels of 
Ghosts of Autumn, which received good 
reviews from Kirkus and The Children’s 
Book Review. Ghosts of Winter is a chil-
dren’s books for middle-schoolers, while 
her first book targeted those in third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades. 

Houdi is a spirited seventh grader and 
budding magician who is visited by a 
ghost as the book opens. On a field trip 
to The Elk Grove House and Stage Stop 
Museum, Houdi finds a pocket watch once 
owned by the book’s Sheriff John Sutter. 

Sutter in real life was a Swiss immi-
grant who became famous after his partner 
James Marshall found gold in 1848. Sutter 
established Sutter’s Fort in Sacramento, a 
location in the book. 

Two outlaws steal Sutter’s pocket 
watch, and then their mother gets her 

hands on it. As the plot develops, the two 
outlaws – known for robbing prospectors 
– steal gold from Mexican outlaw Joaquin 
Murietta and attempt to steal more from 
“Big Bob” Thornton of Boston. 

Thornton kills one of the outlaws but the 
second shoots and kills him. The shooter 
is hung after being caught following the 
murder. Their mother comes to the murder 
site following her sons’ deaths and dies in 
a shooting with Murietta.    

The two outlaws and their mother 
appear in the book as ghosts seeking 
the watch. Thank goodness for two kind 
ghosts, one of which is Thornton who 
helps the young adventurers hang on to 
the watch.  

The adventure is both scary and fun. 
Gorder is a former schoolteacher. The 

book is full of details, fictional or other-
wise, that lend to the story.  

Later in the tale, for example, Houdi’s 
teacher Mr. Kelly takes the watch to a 
horologist, which is a maker of clocks or 
watches. And then takes coins the children 
found to a numismatist or an authenticator 

of coins, Gorder says in the book. Details 
like these instruct readers.  

Ghosts of Winter was published in 2024 
by Emerald Books, Bend, Oregon. Both of 

Gorder’s books are available on Amazon 
and bookshop.org. Gorder’s third book 
Ghosts of Spring is forthcoming and will 
be written for children in high school. � 

A Ghost Story Adventure

Elk Grove resident Amy Gorder is the author 
of Ghosts of Winter, a children’s ghost story. 
Photo courtesy of Chris Gorder

The cover of Ghosts of Winter, published by 
Emerald Books. Photo by Keith Burbank
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Sacramento History 
Alliance News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
The Sacramento History 
Alliance is proud and 
excited to announce the 
prestigious 8th Annual 
Burnett Awards Nov. 12 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The 
celebratory Burnett Awards 
are named in honor of 
the late Burnett Miller 
– a native Sacramentan, 
former mayor, community 
icon, philanthropist, busi-
ness leader, and one of the 
city’s most prominent his-
tory enthusiasts. Each year, 
the Sacramento History 
Alliance honors long-
standing legacy businesses 
and organizations that are 
pillars of Sacramento’s his-
tory and embody resilience, 
tradition, and community 
spirit.

Emceed by Scott Syphax, 
KVIE Studio Sacramento 
host, the high-profile eve-
ning gala will take place 
in the expansive lobby of 
the Sacramento History 
Museum located at the Old 
Sacramento Waterfront. 
The event is a benefit fund-
raiser for the Sacramento 
History Museum and is pre-
sented by Burnett & Sons, 
SMUD, Bank of Marin, 
Allan Robin Insurance 
and Financial Services, 
Rytina Fine Cleaners, 
Country Club Lanes, and 
Preservation Sacramento.

Four businesses are 
the 2026 Burnett Award 
honorees. 

In celebration of 100 
years in business (1926-
2026), Downey Brand 
launched 100 Acts, a 

year-long initiative to rec-
ognize the values that have 
defined the firm for gener-
ations: service, leadership, 
collaboration, gratitude, 
and a commitment to mak-
ing a positive difference.

Founded in 1965, fam-
ily-owned and operated 
Broadway Costumes – 
with the third generation 
now leading the way – is 
Sacramento’s leading cos-
tume rental & supply store, 
specializing in historical 
costuming for adults and 
children.

Rytina Fine Cleaners, 
this third-generation, fam-
ily-owned business, offers 

60-plus years of expertise 
in caring for Sacramento’s 
finest fashions. From gar-
ment care and laundering 
to alterations and specialty 
items, they offer couture 
level service and quality 
to every textile that passes 
through the doors.

Serving the Sacramento 
community for 65 years 
and  count ing ,  Oto’s 
Marketplace specializes in 
offering a large selection of 
Japanese and Asian foods, 
sushi-grade fresh fish, A5 
Wagyu and other quality 
meats, farm fresh produce, 
and daily-made bento lunch 
boxes and sushi.

In addition, two other 
awards recognize the 
preservation and commu-
nity spirit of Sacramento. 
The Community Partner 
awardee is Sacramento 
Ballet that has been a 
beacon of artistic excel-
lence in the California 
Capital Region, delivering 
world-class dance perfor-
mances, education and 
community outreach pro-
grams since 1954. The 
Preservation Award, spon-
sored by Preservation 
Sacramento, goes to Lil 
Joe’s Restaurant, a staple 
of North Sacramento since 
1948.

Gala participants will 
enjoy wine and appetiz-
ers as part of the evening 
festivities. In addition 
to a limited number of 
sponsorships that are 
still available, individ-
ual 2026 Burnett Award 
ceremony and reception 
tickets cost $100 per per-
son that include the awards 
ceremony, assorted appe-
tizers and a hosted wine 
bar. For more information 
and/or tickets to the 2026 
Burnett Awards, visit www.
SacHistoryMuseum.org.

T h e  S a c r a m e n t o 
History Museum is man-
aged by the Sacramento 

Hi s to ry  Al l i ance ,  a 
nonprofit, 501(c)3 orga-
nization dedicated to 
making Sacramento’s 
history accessible to 
all. In partnership with 
the city and county of 
Sacramento, SHA operates 
the Sacramento History 
Museum and its programs 
including the Underground 
Tours, educational school 
programs and community 
cultural events.

For  more informa-
tion about the Sacramento 
History Museum and 
S a c r a m e n t o  H i s t o r y 
Alliance, visit www.sachis-
torymuseum.org.� 

Concrete

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete

•Concrete Finishing/
Stamping

•Landscape installation
and Design

•Sodding, •Planting
•Irrigation •Retaining Walls

•Yard  maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more

info. call 916-834-2352
email:Elverperez@att.net

Lic #14-00016214

Dog Training
Is your dog misbehaving?  

Bad manners? Leash pulling?  
Call Tina (916) 215-7485.  
GOIN’ TO THE DOGS 

 (12/18/26)

Home 
Improvement

ALL PHASE
HOME REPAIR

Elk Grove, CA
•Electrical •Plumbing

•Fencing •Fans •Decks
•Doors •Windows •Tile
Flooring •Trim base-

board •Sheetrock •Dry
Rot Texture •Painting
•Lighting •Concrete

•Sprinkler Repair
•Framing and more!
All phases of home

repair & any construction
needed- Big or small. 

Quality work guaranteed! 
Low prices- free

est.Serving Elk Grove, 
Rancho Murieta, Galt, 
Wilton, Herald, Sac. & 

Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987 
Bonded & Insured

(916) nocal287-6164

Landscaping

YYAARRDD  CCLLEEAANNUUPP  &&  
DDEECCOORRAATTIIVVEE  RROOCCKK
Fall one-time cleanup 

pruning. Also bark, 
weed control, sod, 
seed, hauling, etc. 

Mobile homes, 
commercial

or residential.
Local gardener.
916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Landscaping

Landscaping

YARD  
CLEANUP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate  

916-271-7265

Landscaping

BRILLIANT 
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing

Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting

Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

Painting

Roofing

ROUTT
ROOFING

Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs

We Hand Nail for
Quality!

 Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or
209-748-5588 

 Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Wanted to Buy
Dad’s Old Stereo and Large 
Speakers. ALTEC, JBL, or?  
Call Greg at 662-998-0857. 
 (10/16/26)

Local ClassifiedsLocal Classifieds Advertise in your local community newspaper
C a l l  9 1 6 - 7 7 3 - 1 1 1 1

(916) 428-7000 (916) 685-6917(916) 428-7000
AD PROOF

Issue:
Zone: Pocket/Land Park       Natomas         Elk Grove 

Amount Due: 

ALL SPELLING IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL PHONE NUMBERS ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL ADDRESSES ARE CORRECT AS SHOWN

ALL COPY IS CORRECT AS SHOWN

OK NO CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement AS-IS and 
approval is given for publishing.

OK PENDING CORRECTIONS
I accept this advertisement WITH CORRECTIONS NOTED 
and approval is given for publishing of corrected material.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!  
Please check all copy carefully and initial each space.

X
Signature Date

Our Neighborhood Shopper, The Natomas Shopper, and Elk Grove Laguna Shopper  
are not responsible for errors not indicated on this proof sheet.

Approval or Request for Changes 
must be received by  

Please complete the following and return
by fax (916) 685-0271 or call (916) 685-6917

NOTES:

NO

Please Note: This courtesy ad proof is provided at no charge.  Additional changes requiring a second proof may result in an extra charge.

ALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIRALL PHASE HOME REPAIR
Interior/Exterior Remodel, 
Improvements and Repair
Quality Work Guaranteed

• Bathrooms • Kitchens • Electrical • Plumbing
• Fencing • Fans • Decks • Doors • Windows • Tile
• Baseboards • Sheetrock • Dry Rot • Texture 
• Lighting  • Sprinkler Repair • Framing and More

AFFORDABLERATES!

Give Us a Call We Are 
More Affordable Than All!   

916-287-6164

CSLB#11349817
Insured and Bonded

REFERRALS AVAILABLE

FREE FREE 
EstimatesEstimates

Specializing In:
• Oil Changes
• Smog Repair
• Smog Inspection
• Safety Inspection
• Transmission Service
• Brakes
• Wheel Alignment

• Check Engine 
 Light Diagnosis
• Tires
• Tune-Up
• Batteries
• 30, 60, 90K Service
• Brake & 
 Lamp Station

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop 
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

Elk Grove

Mon-Fri, 8-5 • 916-685-7796

Elk Grove Blvd

Elk
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 - 
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8901 Elk Grove Blvd.

Free Estimates. Quality Roofing Built  
on Trust. Delivers dependable service  
and lasting results. We use premium  

materials and meticulous craftsmanship  
to ensure every job stands the test of time.

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING 
   OWNER OPERATED    44 Years in Business

License # 407605          BBB Credited A+ Rating

EL NINO IS COMING.  
IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED?
A small leak today can become expensive 
tomorrow. Let our company inspect your roof 
and keep your home protected through the 
rainy season.
l Fall Specials:  
FREE Solar attic fan  
installed on new roof
l $2500 gutter guard 
installed on most homes (call for quote)

Jim at 916-531-2793  
or call Mike Moylen  
at 209-894-6605

ROOF REPAIR
ROOF MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RE-ROOF

●
●
●

NEW ROOFS
GUTTER CLEANING

●
●

Se Habla 
EspanolPREMIER

ROOFING
REMIER

LIC# 1097848

209.745.7565209.745.7565
1premierroofing@gmail.com

INC.

CELL  209.810.6233

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
• NEW ROOF 

INSTALL
• TEAR OFF & 

REROOF
• ROOF REPAIR

• OVERLAY ROOF 
INSTALL

•DRY ROT REPAIR
•SEAMLESS 

GUTTER INSTALL

• GUTTER 
REMOVAL 
& INSTALL

•GUTTER REPAIR
•GUTTER GUARD 

& INSTALL
• DOWNSPOUTS 

INSTALL
• CUSTOM 
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

SACRAMENTO VALLEY 
ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RAMON M.  
FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE  
BONDED  

AND INSURED

l New Roof Installation
l Roof Repairs
l Roof Maintenance
l Roof Leak Repairs
l Roof Moss Removal
l Commercial Roofing  
   Repairs

l Commercial Roof  
   Installations
l Seamless Gutters  
   and Downspouts 
l Lifetime Gutter Guard 
   Screen Installation

916-900-ROOF (7663)

LIC# 1039405 LICENSED, BONDED  
& FULLY INSURED

Trusted Roofing Experts with 
Over 30 Years of Experience  

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Automotive

Roofing

Home Improvement Roofing

GOT LOCAL 
NEWS? 

Call 
(916) 773 1111

Are You a Pro?

Advertise in the Classifieds
Call 916-773-1111

Get the 
word out!

Buy and  
Shop Local! Advertise in your local community newspaper

Call 916-685-5533 Visit: mpg8.comAdvertising Works!

Burnett Awards Celebration Coming

An aerial picture of the 7th Annual Burnett Awards held in 2025. Photo courtesy of Sacramento History Alliance
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Women’s Basketball Picked Fifth, 
Picton and Cotton Earn Preseason Honors

Sacramento State Athletics 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)  - The 
Sacramento State women’s bas-
ketball team is making a great first 
impression entering its first sea-
son in The Big West as the coaches 
have picked the Hornets to finish 
fifth in the league while selecting 
senior Natalie Picton and junior 
Jenessa Cotton to its seven-woman 
preseason All-Big West squad.

After spending the last 30 
years as members of the Big Sky 
Conference, Sacramento State 
received one first-place vote and 
88 points overall from the league’s 
head coaches, finishing behind 
prohibitive favorite UC San Diego 
(120 points, 10 first-place votes), 
UC Irvine (108 points, one first-
place vote), UC Santa Barbara 
(94) and California Baptist (93 
points).

The Hornets stood 18 points 
ahead of Utah Valley (70 points) 
to finish among the top half in the 
12-team league. 

Picton was a  force for 
Sacramento State in her first sea-
son in the green and gold, starting 
31 of the team’s 33 games and 
averaging a team-high 35.8 min-
utes per contest. The Big Sky 
All-Tournament Team selec-
tion finished the year second on 
the team in scoring at 13.4 points 
per game while averaging 3.7 
rebounds and 2.2 steals per game.

She was among the top 10 in the 
Big Sky in steals per game, min-
utes, three pointers made (66), and 
fourth in three-pointers per game 
(2.13). Picton scored in double 
figures 22 times, including a col-
legiate high of 27 points in a win 
over Simpson on Dec. 15 of last 
year.

Cotton is in her first season with 
the Hornets after transferring from 
Kansas State where she appeared 
in 24 games, started 16, and aver-
aged 4.3 points and 3.4 rebounds 
per game while shooting .422 from 
the field overall in 14.8 minutes 
per contest.

A highly regarded recruit out 
of Mater Dei HS in Santa Ana, 
Calif., Cotton originally signed 
with Duke out of high school and 
appeared in eight games for a Blue 
Devils squad that won the ACC 
Championship and advanced to 
the “Elite Eight” of the NCAA 
Tournament in 2025.

Entering 2026-27, Sacramento 
State returns seven letter winners 
and welcomes seven new faces 
to the roster overall while featur-
ing one of the nation's top transfer 
classes among mid-major schools 
according to the website On3.com.

The Hornets are coming off a 

2025-26 campaign that saw them 
finish 15-18 overall and 8-10 in 
their final season in the Big Sky, 
advancing to the semifinals of the 
conference tournament for only 
the fifth time in school history 
after finishing fifth during the reg-
ular season.

The 15 wins matched the win 
total from the 2024-25 campaign 
and gave Sacramento State back-
to-back seasons with 15-or-more 
wins for the first time in a decade 
since the 2013-14 (18-12) and 
2014-15 (18-16) teams accom-
plished the feat. The Hornets 
finished with double-digit wins for 

the fourth time in the last five sea-
sons after doing so just twice in 
the five years before that.

Sacramento State’s incom-
ing class consists of six Division 
I transfers and one true freshman 
who will help usher in the Hornets’ 
debut in The Big West. The group 
includes three Big 12 Conference 
transfers in Arizona's Achol Magot 
and the Kansas State duo of Alexis 
Hess and Cotton, one from the 
Missouri Valley Conference in 
Evansville's Jelena Savic, one 
from The American in Memphis' 
Brooklyn Charlo and one from 
the Northeast Conference in Long 
Island's Koko Akridge. Those 
six players join true freshman 
Oregon native Jordan Barlow, who 
recently graduated from South 
Medford HS.

Two of the transfers are “com-
ing home” to California as Akridge 
(San Diego, Calif.) and Cotton 
(Orange, Calif.) return to their 
home state, while Pennsylvania 
(Hess), Arizona (Magot) and 
Colorado (Charlo) are also rep-
resented. Savic, a native of 
Melbourne, Australia, is the lone 
international player among the 
signees.

Sacramento State opens the 
year with an exhibition against 
Stanislaus State on Oct. 28 
at 6:30 p.m., before officially 
tipping-off the campaign on 
the road at UT Arlington on 
Nov. 3. 

As the coaches have picked the Hornets to finish fifth in the league while selecting senior Natalie Picton and junior 
Jenessa Cotton to its seven-woman preseason All-Big West squad. Photo courtesy Sacramento State Athletics

Sacramento Golf Council Names 
2026 Players of the Year

Sacramento Golf Council News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento Golf Council (SGC) awarded their Player of 
the Year awards on Monday, Oct. 12, at Haggin Oaks Golf Complex.

Five awards were presented to Men’s Player of the Year Kavi Marez, Women’s Player 
of the Year Sakura Watanabe, Men’s Senior Player of the Year Bob Niger, Women’s 
Senior Player of the Year Karen Garcia and Lynne Cowan, Men’s Super Senior Player 
of the Year Mark Morgan.

Player of the Year awards are based on points received in the top championships each 
year.

Three major sponsors of the awards are Adam Johhson, Golf Fitness Solutions; 
Michael Yates; Eugene C. Yates Insurance Agency and Nurse Next Door.

The Sacramento Golf Council is a volunteer organization that coordinates 25 city and 
county golf tournaments each year. 

Women’s Player of the Year Sakura Watanabe. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento Golf Council

Men’s Senior Player of the Year Bob Niger. Photo courtesy of 
Sacramento Golf Council

Men’s Player of the Year Kavi Marez. Photo courtesy of Sacramento 
Golf Council

Women’s Senior Player of the Year Karen Garcia and Lynne Cowan. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Jennifer Contreras 
Named 2026 El Futuro 
Scholarship Winner

Sacramento Republic FC 
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - In 
front of a sold-out crowd at 
Heart Health Park on Noche 
Latina, Republic FC and the 
Sacramento Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce celebrated 
Jennifer Contreras as the recip-
ient of the 2026 El Futuro 
Scholarship. A Woodland 
native, Contreras is a current 
student at UC Davis majoring 
in Food Science.

Jennifer’s journey to col-
lege hasn’t always been easy, 
but thanks to her involve-
ment in the in the Educational 
Talent Search (ETS) pro-
gram that is designed to 

prepare low-income, first-gen-
eration students for college 
success, she has found the 
support and confidence to pur-
sue her goals. “I always had a 
vision for myself: I wanted to 
go to college and create a dif-
ferent path,” she wrote in her 
application.

Giving back and community 
involvement also play a big role 
in Jennifer’s story: “I take pride 
in mentoring, tutoring, and con-
tributing to organizations that 
inspire students to pursue fur-
ther education.”  

Now inspired by her own 
experiences and her desire to 
pay it forward. “Through this 
journey, I’ve learned that initi-
ating change often begins with 

gestures such as giving guid-
ance or recounting personal 
stories,” she continues. I’ve 
gained an understanding of the 
importance of togetherness and 
the impactful influence mentor-
ship has on molding people’s 
futures.”

As this year’s El Futuro 
Scholarship winner, Jennifer 
will receive a $2,000 academic 
grant funded by Republic FC 
and the Sacramento Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. She 
plans to use the scholarship to 
help manage the academic costs 
of her program at UC Davis, 
while also providing some 
financial assistance in opportu-
nities to immerse herself in life 
on campus. 

Republic FC and the Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of Commerce celebrated 
Jennifer Contreras as the recipient of the 2026 El Futuro Scholarship on Oct. 10. 
Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC
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Sebastian Shea Wins Boys, Livy Woodward 
Wins Girls in City Junior Golf Tourney

Sacramento Golf Council 
News Release

LAND PARK, CA (MPG) - The sec-
ond Sacramento City Junior 
Golf Tournament for boys and 
girls ages 7-11 was played at 
the 9-hole William Land Park 
par 34 golf course, Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 10 to 11.

Boys 10-11 Champion is 
Sebastian Shea with a score of 
38/38/76; second place went 
to Shayaan Khan 40/38/78; 
third place Enzo Hope scoring 
41/38/79.

Boys 7-9 Champion is 
Braxton Medlock with a 
score of 34/33/67 (one under 
par); second place Bensen 
Kim scoring 40/40/80; third 
place Tristan Zhao scoring 
41/40/81.

Girls 10-11 Champion 
is Livy Woodward with a 
score of 37/42/79; second 
place Mireya Torres scoring 
42/40/82; third place Layla 
Long scoring 43/42/85.

Girls 7-9 Champion is Tyler 
Stewart scoring 43/45/88; sec-
ond place Hayden Toy scoring 
50/42/92; third place Madison 
Thomas scoring 47/47/94.

Sacramento Golf Council 
(SGC) volunteer tournament 
director was Tom Bacon. The 
SGC sponsors all city and 
county golf tournaments.� 

Boys 10-11 Champion is Sebastian Shea with a score of 38/38/76; second 
place went to Shayaan Khan 40/38/78; third place Enzo Hope scoring 
41/38/79. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Girls 10-11 Champion is Livy Woodward with a score of 37/42/79; second 
place Mireya Torres scoring 42/40/82; third place Layla Long scoring 43/42/85. 
Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Boys 7-9 Champion is Braxton Medlock with a score of 34/33/67 (one under 
par); second place Bensen Kim scoring 40/40/80; third place Tristan Zhao 
scoring 41/40/81. Photo courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Girls 7-9 Champion is Tyler Stewart scoring 43/45/88; second place Hayden 
Toy scoring 50/42/92; third place Madison Thomas scoring 47/47/94. Photo 
courtesy of Sacramento Golf Council

Halloween-Obsessed Collector Continues the Hunt
Story and photos 
by Abbey Wicks

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - In a 
candlelit condo in downtown 
Sacramento, Mike Ricci has filled 
every corner with Halloween 
décor. He is a self-proclaimed 
Halloween enthusiast, with a 
collection of both vintage and 
budget-friendly items filling 
floor to ceiling with black cats, 
Jack-O-Lanterns, skeletons and 
witches on brooms.

At the age of 75, Sacramento-
local Mike Ricci seems more 
dedicated to his Halloween-décor 
collecting hobby than ever. 

Each year, several excur-
sions take Ricci across Northern 
California from Petaluma to 
Auburn to Amador City where he 
scours antique stores, arts festi-
vals and thrift stores for the best 
items to add to his collection.

But in 2025, several health 
issues kept Ricci home more 
than usual. To continue shopping, 
Ricci turned to a new avenue: the 
internet. 

“Some things I had to return. 
But most things were actually 
pretty cool,” Ricci said. 

Ricci’s obsession with collect-
ing Halloween decorations began 
when he was a child in the 1950s. 

“As a kid, I’ve just always 
been fascinated with Halloween,” 
Ricci said in a 2024 interview 
with the Land Park News. 

Ricci grew up in Land Park, 
just two houses in from Vic’s Ice 
Cream on Eighth Avenue. 

“We had a big backyard with a 
shed. Around fifth grade, I asked 
my parents if I could turn it into 
a haunted shed for Halloween 
and they agreed. At the time, 
there was a Stop & Shop at the 
corner of Sutterville Road, so I 
walked over and bought all kinds 
of Halloween stuff. After that, I 
began collecting papier-mâché 
pumpkins and that’s how my 
love for it all started,” Ricci said. 

Today, Ricci’s condo near 
Crocker  Ar t  Museum is 

jam-packed with years’ worth of 
items. Ricci said he sometimes 
swaps items out over the years, 
so each item has a chance to be 
displayed. 

His most prized possession is 
a German decoration made the 
1920s, which he bought for $10 
at a Jackson antique store. He 
estimates its value is between 
$350 and $500. 

But Ricci is not elitist when it 
comes to collecting. He fills the 
gaps between higher-value col-
lectibles with pieces from stores 
like Michaels, Hobby Lobby and 
Target. 

“I’ll know it when I see it,” 
Ricci said of how he determines 
if he is going to purchase an 
item. “That is the fun of the trea-
sure hunt.”

Although the hunting and dec-
orating process is usually done 
solo, Ricci is supported from 
afar by Kathy Jensen, his “for-
ever girlfriend” of 27 years, 
who resides in their home in 
LaConner, WA. 

One of Ricci’s favorite aspects 

of collecting is the creative 
aspect of displaying the items. 

“I’ve always been good at 
interior decorating,” Ricci said, 
reflecting on his childhood days 
and the backyard shed, which 
he decorated from floor to roof, 
and the garden too. He often 
uses asymmetry in his decorating 
as seen in his condo, with mis-
matched gallery walls and sets of 
three items displayed together.

Ricci prefers vintage-style 
Halloween decorations and 
has several categories of items 
including pumpkins, one of 
which is featured atop his grand-
mother’s lamp in his living room, 
black cats, owls and skeletons, 
with one seated in a chair in his 
living room. 

There is also an array of dain-
tier décor such as glasses, candles 
and dishes in display cabinets.

His walls are filled with 
wreaths, “Happy Halloween” 
signs and postcards in thrifted 
frames.

Each year, Ricci takes about 
four trips to off-site storage to get 

the décor and spends four days 
setting it up. Set-up typically 
begins on Oct. 1.

After Halloween, it takes 
another day and a half to take 
down the décor, and a day and a 

half to dust and sweep. 
For Ricci, it is absolutely worth 

it. 
“I get great joy out of it,” he 

said.
As for Ricci’s collection, it will 

one day be passed down and dis-
tributed between close friends and 
loved ones including his grand-
kids; “Picadilly” Lilly, Micheal 
Joseph and Emma Margaret. 

“Matt and Christina Orlando 
from Philadelphia will inherit 
most of my collection as they 
both love Halloween as I do,” 
Ricci said. 

After getting a later start to 
shopping this year due to health 
setbacks, Ricci scored finds 
in Marysville, Yuba City and 
Woodland. 

At 75, Ricci isn’t letting his 
health or age slow down his 
hobby. With the new world of 
online shopping, Ricci’s hunt is 
far from over.  

The original article on Mike 
Ricci titled “Booootiful Things: 
Wickedly well-curated Halloween 
collection is a treat to behold” was 
published in the Oct. 25, 2024, 
issue of the Land Park News. � 

Mike Ricci in his Halloween-decorated condo in Sacramento.

There is more to be seen in a display cabinet filled with embossed ceramic 
pumpkins.
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Light Inspires Sacramento Audience
Story and photos 
by Keith Burbank

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - 
Moving, changing colors 
of light filled downtown 
Sacramento’s Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament Oct. 
10, in a daring show called 
Luminiscence. 

“It was amazing,” said 
Ed Dietz, a Folsom resi-
dent who saw the show. 
“Moving.” 

Choreographed music, 
light and narration came 
together to create the expe-
rience. The show was 
scheduled to continue 
various nights through 
Nov. 14, but Executive 
Producer Clayton Ferguson 
said the show will be 
extended through Dec. 31. 
Luminiscence is playing 
in Philadelphia and at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York City.   

“It was very heart-
warming,” said Roseville 
resident Larry Nisetich. 

Oct. 10 was the sec-
ond day of Luminiscence 

in Sacramento. The 7 p.m. 
show featured shades of 
blue and colors of the sun 
on the walls and ceiling of 
the church.

“Here a sanctuary rises,” 
the narrator said, referring 

to the cathedral’s begin-
ning. The first stone was 
set in 1887, the narra-
tor later added. That voice 
– throughout the show 
– shared the story of the 
church. 

Light rose, spread out 
and mixed inside the 
building. Images of clouds 
appeared and moved 
across the walls. 

Light kept time with the 
orchestra and choir. Lines 
of light adorned columns 
of the church. Blocks of 
light formed and faded. 

The cathedral “stands as 
a monument of light,” the 
narrator continued. 

Rectangles of light 
descended the walls. The 
sound of wind whispered 
to the audience. 

Light formed ornate 
f l o r a l  d e s i g n s  t h a t 
spread across the walls 
and changed with the 
music. Drums sounded 
as an image of lightning 
appeared on the wall. 

Colors of reds, blues, 
o r a n g e  a n d  y e l l o w 
appeared and faded. Up 
and down, left and right the 
light moved. Fragments of 
light gathered. 

‘We want to make 
i t  a s  immers ive  as 

possible,” Vice President 
o f  O p e r a t i o n s  B e n 
Woodward said. Ferguson 
suggested the show is 
almost transportive. 

Light like shards of 
glass spread on the walls 
in stained-glass colors. 
Voices joined the chang-
ing light. An organ played. 
Thunder sounded and 
lightning cracked. Aisles 
changed from dark to light 
in rapid succession. 

Light fell like snow on 
the walls. Images of trees 
appeared in the windows. 
Light like pointillism filled 
the walls and ceiling of the 
church. 

“ H e r e  d e v o t i o n 
endures,” said the narrator. 

Leaves floated up lead-
ing to floral designs of 
earlier centuries and pat-
terns of blue and gold 
stars. 

And a chorus member 
sang Ave Maria. 

“The chorus was really 
good,” said Barbara Mills 
of Woodland. “The orches-
tra was fantastic.”

But is was a little hard 
to hear the narrator, Mills 
said. 

Woodward addressed 
the difficulty hearing the 
narrator. He said spaces 
like the Cathedral of the 
Blessed Sacrament were 
not designed for audio 
projection. 

More than 2 million 
people have seen the 
show in Europe, Ferguson 
said. The team behind 
Luminiscence brought it 
to the U.S. a year ago, he 
said. 

Amanda Johnson of 
West Sacramento liked 
“the mixture of live music 
and beautiful light effects,” 
she said. 

“It was special,” she 
added. “It was a beautiful 
experience.” � 

The ceiling, dome and walls of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento are 
outlined in light in the show Luminiscence Oct. 10.

The show Luminiscence paints the interior of Sacramento’s Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament in blue Oct. 10. 

An archway in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in 
Sacramento becomes blue in the show Luminiscence Oct. 10. 


