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An aerlal picture of the 7th Annual Burnett Awards held in 2025. Photo courtesy of Sacramento History Alliance

Sacramento History Alliance
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The
Sacramento History Alliance is proud
and excited to announce the pres-
tigious 8th Annual Burnett Awards
Nov. 12 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The cel-
ebratory Burnett Awards are named in
honor of the late Burnett Miller — a
native Sacramentan, former mayor,
community icon, philanthropist, busi-
ness leader, and one of the city’s
most prominent history enthusiasts.
Each year, the Sacramento History
Alliance honors longstanding leg-
acy businesses and organizations that
are pillars of Sacramento’s history

and embody resilience, tradition, and
community spirit.

Emceed by Scott Syphax, KVIE
Studio Sacramento host, the high-pro-
file evening gala will take place in the
expansive lobby of the Sacramento
History Museum located at the Old
Sacramento Waterfront. The event is a
benefit fundraiser for the Sacramento
History Museum and is presented
by Burnett & Sons, SMUD, Bank
of Marin, Allan Robin Insurance
and Financial Services, Rytina Fine
Cleaners, Country Club Lanes, and
Preservation Sacramento.

Four businesses are the 2026
Burnett Award honorees.

In celebration of 100 years in

business (1926-2026), Downey Brand
launched 100 Acts, a year-long ini-
tiative to recognize the values that
have defined the firm for generations:
service, leadership, collaboration,
gratitude, and a commitment to mak-
ing a positive difference.

Founded in 1965, family-owned
and operated Broadway Costumes
— with the third generation now lead-
ing the way — is Sacramento’s leading
costume rental & supply store, spe-
cializing in historical costuming for
adults and children.

Rytina Fine Cleaners, this
third-generation, family-owned busi-
ness, offers 60-plus years of expertise

Continued on page 3

Halloween-Obsessed Collector Continues the Hunt

Story and photos
by Abbey Wicks

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - In
a candlelit condo in down-
town Sacramento, Mike
Ricci has filled every cor-
ner with Halloween décor.
He is a self-proclaimed
Halloween enthusiast, with
a collection of both vin-
tage and budget-friendly
items filling floor to ceiling
with black cats, Jack-O-
Lanterns, skeletons and
witches on brooms.

At the age of 75,
Sacramento-local Mike
Ricci seems more dedicated
to his Halloween-décor col-
lecting hobby than ever.

Each year, several excur-
sions take Ricci across
Northern California from
Petaluma to Auburn to

Mike Ricci in his HaIIowen-decorated condo in Sacramento.

Amador City where he
scours antique stores, arts
festivals and thrift stores
for the best items to add to
his collection.

But in 2025, several
health issues kept Ricci
home more than usual. To
continue shopping, Ricci
turned to a new avenue: the
internet.

“Some things I had to
return. But most things
were actually pretty cool,”

Ricci said.

Ricci’s obsession with
collecting Halloween deco-
rations began when he was
a child in the 1950s.

“As a kid, I’ve just
always been fascinated
with Halloween,” Ricci
said in a 2024 interview
with the Land Park News.

Ricci grew up in Land
Park, just two houses in
from Vic’s Ice Cream on
Eighth Avenue.

“We had a big back-
yard with a shed. Around
fifth grade, I asked my
parents if I could turn it
into a haunted shed for
Halloween and they agreed.
At the time, there was a
Stop & Shop at the corner
of Sutterville Road, so I
walked over and bought all
kinds of Halloween stuff.
After that, I began collect-
ing papier-maché pumpkins
and that’s how my love for

it all started,” Ricci said.

Today, Ricci’s condo
near Crocker Art Museum
is jam-packed with years’
worth of items. Ricci said
he sometimes swaps items
out over the years, so each
item has a chance to be
displayed.

His most prized pos-
session is a German
decoration made the 1920s,
which he bought for $10

Continued on page 3

Higher
Interest
Rates Lead
to Decline
In September
New Home
Sales

North State Building
Industry Association
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Higher mortgage inter-
est rates stemming from
the increasing costs of
energy as the war with
Iran continues caused
a drop in new home
sales in September in
the Sacramento region,
the North State Building
Industry Association
reported today.

New home sales in
the eight-county region
totaled 286, which
was down 14% from
August, down 34% from
September 2025 and down
30% from the historical
average for the month dat-
ing back to 1997.

North State President
& CEO Tim Murphy
said interest rates rising
to above 7% by the end
of the month has caused
many prospective buyers
to hold off.

“Renewed tensions
between the U.S. and
Iran pushed oil and gas-
oline prices sharply
higher, which lifted infla-
tion expectations and put
upward pressure on inter-
est rates,” Murphy said.

He added that demand
for housing remains
strong, but higher mort-
gage rates, eclevated
construction costs and
tighter real purchasing
power are limiting both
buyers and builders.

“Still, buyers should
keep in mind that build-
ers continue working hard
to find ways to help them
afford the new home of
their dreams. I'd urge any-
one thinking about buying
a home to check with area
builders to find out what
incentives they are offer-
ing,” he said.

During September,
Roseville saw the most
new home sales with
61, followed by Rancho
Cordova (52), Sacramento
(47), Natomas (29) and
Galt (24).

Sales were reported
for 202 communi-
ties in Amador, El
Dorado, Nevada, Placer,
Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo
and Yuba counties. *
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Light Inspires Sacramento Audience

Story and photos
by Keith Burbank

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Moving, changing colors
of light filled downtown
Sacramento’s Cathedral of
the Blessed Sacrament Oct.
10, in a daring show called
Luminiscence.

“It was amazing,” said
Ed Dietz, a Folsom resi-
dent who saw the show.
“Moving.”

Choreographed music,
light and narration came
together to create the expe-
rience. The show was
scheduled to continue
various nights through
Nov. 14, but Executive
Producer Clayton Ferguson
said the show will be
extended through Dec. 31.
Luminiscence is playing
in Philadelphia and at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in New
York City.

“It was very heart-
warming,” said Roseville
resident Larry Nisetich.

Oct. 10 was the sec-

2

ond day of Luminiscence

Sacrament in blue Oct. 10.

The celllng dome and walls of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Sacramento are
outlined in light in the show Luminiscence Oct. 10.

in Sacramento. The 7 p.m.
show featured shades of
blue and colors of the sun
on the walls and ceiling of
the church.

“Here a sanctuary rises,”
the narrator said, referring

*
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The show Luminiscence paints the interior of Sacramento’s Cathedral of the Blessed

to the cathedral’s begin-
ning. The first stone was
set in 1887, the narra-
tor later added. That voice
— throughout the show
— shared the story of the
church.
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Light rose, spread out
and mixed inside the
building. Images of clouds
appeared and moved
across the walls.

Light kept time with the
orchestra and choir. Lines
of light adorned columns
of the church. Blocks of
light formed and faded.

The cathedral “stands as
a monument of light,” the
narrator continued.

Rectangles of light
descended the walls. The
sound of wind whispered
to the audience.

Light formed ornate
floral designs that
spread across the walls
and changed with the
music. Drums sounded
as an image of lightning
appeared on the wall.

Colors of reds, blues,
orange and yellow
appeared and faded. Up
and down, left and right the
light moved. Fragments of
light gathered.

‘We want to make
it as immersive as

possible,” Vice President
of Operations Ben
Woodward said. Ferguson
suggested the show is
almost transportive.

Light like shards of
glass spread on the walls
in stained-glass colors.
Voices joined the chang-
ing light. An organ played.
Thunder sounded and
lightning cracked. Aisles
changed from dark to light
in rapid succession.

Light fell like snow on
the walls. Images of trees
appeared in the windows.
Light like pointillism filled
the walls and ceiling of the
church.

“Here
endures,”

devotion
said the narrator.

Leaves floated up lead-
ing to floral designs of
earlier centuries and pat-
terns of blue and gold
stars.

And a chorus member
sang Ave Maria.

“The chorus was really
good,” said Barbara Mills
of Woodland. “The orches-
tra was fantastic.”

But is was a little hard
to hear the narrator, Mills
said.

Woodward addressed
the difficulty hearing the
narrator. He said spaces
like the Cathedral of the
Blessed Sacrament were
not designed for audio
projection.

More than 2 million
people have seen the
show in Europe, Ferguson
said. The team behind
Luminiscence brought it
to the U.S. a year ago, he
said.

Amanda Johnson of
West Sacramento liked
“the mixture of live music
and beautiful light effects,”
she said.

“It was special,” she
added. “It was a beautiful
experience.” *

An archway in the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in
Sacramento becomes blue in the show Luminiscence Oct. 10.
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Halloween-0bsessed Collector
Continues the Hunt

An antique table is used as a pumpkin display in Ricci’s condo.

Continued from page 1

at a Jackson antique store.
He estimates its value is
between $350 and $500.

But Ricci is not elit-
ist when it comes to
collecting. He fills the
gaps between higher-value
collectibles with pieces
from stores like Michaels,
Hobby Lobby and Target.

“I’ll know it when I see
it,” Ricci said of how he
determines if he is going
to purchase an item. “That
is the fun of the treasure
hunt.”

Although the hunting
and decorating process is
usually done solo, Ricci
is supported from afar by
Kathy Jensen, his “forever
girlfriend” of 27 years, who
resides in their home in
LaConner, WA.

One of Ricci’s favorite
aspects of collecting is the
creative aspect of display-
ing the items.

“I’ve always been good
at interior decorating,”
Riccei said, reflecting on
his childhood days and
the backyard shed, which
he decorated from floor to
roof, and the garden too.
He often uses asymmetry

in his decorating as seen
in his condo, with mis-
matched gallery walls and
sets of three items dis-
played together.

Ricci prefers vin-
tage-style Halloween
decorations and has sev-
eral categories of items
including pumpkins, one
of which is featured atop
his grandmother’s lamp in
his living room, black cats,
owls and skeletons, with
one seated in a chair in his
living room.

There is also an array
of daintier décor such as
glasses, candles and dishes
in display cabinets.

His walls are filled
with wreaths, “Happy
Halloween” signs and post-
cards in thrifted frames.

Each year, Ricci takes
about four trips to off-site
storage to get the décor and
spends four days setting it
up. Set-up typically begins
on Oct. 1.

After Halloween, it takes
another day and a half to
take down the décor, and a
day and a half to dust and
sweep.

For Ricci, it is absolutely
worth it.

“I get great joy out of it,”
he said.

As for Riccei’s collec-
tion, it will one day be
passed down and distrib-
uted between close friends
and loved ones including
his grandkids; “Picadilly”
Lilly, Micheal Joseph and
Emma Margaret.

“Matt and Christina
Orlando from Philadelphia
will inherit most of my col-
lection as they both love
Halloween as I do,” Ricci
said.

After getting a later start
to shopping this year due
to health setbacks, Ricci
scored finds in Marysville,
Yuba City and Woodland.

At 75, Ricci isn’t let-
ting his health or age slow
down his hobby. With the
new world of online shop-
ping, Ricci’s hunt is far
from over.

The original arti-
cle on Mike Ricci titled
“Booootiful Things:
Wickedly well-curated
Halloween collection is a
treat to behold” was pub-
lished in the Oct. 25, 2024,
issue of the Land Park
News. *

Burnett Awards Celebration Coming

Continued from page 1

Gala participants will enjoy wine and

in caring for Sacramento’s finest fash-
ions. From garment care and laundering to
alterations and specialty items, they offer
couture level service and quality to every
textile that passes through the doors.

Serving the Sacramento community for
65 years and counting, Oto’s Marketplace
specializes in offering a large selection
of Japanese and Asian foods, sushi-grade
fresh fish, A5 Wagyu and other quality
meats, farm fresh produce, and daily-made
bento lunch boxes and sushi.

In addition, two other awards recog-
nize the preservation and community spirit
of Sacramento. The Community Partner
awardee is Sacramento Ballet that has
been a beacon of artistic excellence in
the California Capital Region, delivering
world-class dance performances, educa-
tion and community outreach programs
since 1954. The Preservation Award, spon-
sored by Preservation Sacramento, goes
to Lil Joe’s Restaurant, a staple of North
Sacramento since 1948.

appetizers as part of the evening festiv-
ities. In addition to a limited number of
sponsorships that are still available, indi-
vidual 2026 Burnett Award ceremony
and reception tickets cost $100 per per-
son that include the awards ceremony,
assorted appetizers, and a hosted wine
bar. For more information and/or tickets
to the 2026 Burnett Awards, visit www.
SacHistoryMuseum.org.

The Sacramento History Museum is
managed by the Sacramento History
Alliance, a nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to making Sacramento’s history
accessible to all. In partnership with the
city and county of Sacramento, SHA oper-
ates the Sacramento History Museum and
its programs including the Underground
Tours, educational school programs and
community cultural events.

For more information about the
Sacramento History Museum and
Sacramento History Alliance, visit www.
sachistorymuseum.org. *
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Disney Art on Display

Stage Nine News
Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- Known for going big
when it comes to creative
pop culture concepts and
immersive experiences,
Stage Nine Entertainment
is excited to go small-
scale with a one-day-only
“Tiny Tales” art exhibi-
tion Oct. 24. Presented by
Stage Nine and Collectors
Editions, the exhibition
will showcase a first-of-
its-kind “Tiny Tales” art
exhibition made up of
more than 60 small-sized
Disney original works of
art — just 12 inches by 12
inches or smaller — created
by a total of 20 Disney
Fine Art artists, each show-
ing at least three pieces of
artistry.

Proving big ideas come
in small packages, the
community will have the
opportunity to meet five
talented Disney Fine Art
artists including: Angel
Alvarez, Bob Doucette,
Liana Hee, Becky Stevens
and Stage Nine resident
artist Tom Matousek, all
of whom will be avail-
able for storytelling, meet
& greet opportunities,
and autograph signings
from noon to 4 p.m. in
The Underground Vault at
Stage Nine.

In addition — and lim-
ited to only 50 guests — a
ticketed VIP event is also
taking place that same
evening from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. that includes
cocktails, passed appetiz-
ers, and special meet &
greet opportunities with
the artists amid a spirited
cocktail party environment
(costumes are encour-
aged). Advance tickets
to the VIP event and/or
more information includ-
ing a complete list of all
20 Disney Fine Art artists

__2 Dumfries Court -$97510_00

titled “Spirits

Photo courtesy of Disney Fine Art, by Collectors Editions

showing their works is
available at stagenine.com.

As an added treat, The
Underground Vault at
Stage Nine will be decked
out in special décor and
splendor to celebrate the
spooky season, complete
with more than 50 cus-
tom-carved pumpkins
on display by world-re-
nowned carver Alex Weir,
all featuring favorite pop
culture icons.

Located in a build-
ing known as What
Cheer House at the cor-
ner of Front & K Streets
(102 K Street) at the Old
Sacramento Waterfront
and founded by Troy
Carlson, the Stage Nine
retail empire started hum-
bly enough as a small,
500-square foot gift shop
in the early 90s — then
known as Old Sacramento
Giftique — that specialized
in model railroad products,
souvenirs, Sacramento-
themed apparel, and
unique gifts.

Today, Stage Nine has
expanded over time into
an claborate and engag-
ing footprint that takes up
a combined 8,000-square
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foot space with the follow-
ing five retail concepts:
Stage Nine Entertainment
Store, G. Willikers! Toy
Emporium, The Vault, The
Old Fashioned Candy &
Confectionery Store, and
RSVLTS® Outpost.

Stage Nine
Entertainment is well
known as the area’s pre-
mier entertainment retail
destination that show-
cases approximately
20,000 unique items
related to movies, televi-
sion, toys, and pop culture.
Stage Nine is well known
for hosting retail events
attended by celebrities, art-
ists, and entertainers. Plus,
the on-site art gallery —
The Vault — is California’s
No. 1 independently
owned retailer of Disney
Fine Art.

Stage Nine retail stores
are open daily from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. For more
information about Stage
Nine Entertainment, Inc.,
Stage Nine Family of
Specialty Retail Stores, or
booking The Underground
Vault, call 916-447-3623
or visit www.stagenine.
com. *
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Are You Winter Weather Ready?

Sacramento County
News Release

SACRAMENTO COUNTY, CA (MPG) -
As we enjoy the cooler weather
that comes with fall, it’s a great
time to start preparing for what
the next season will bring. This
year, Sacramento County’s part-
ners at the National Weather
Services are expecting a strong
El Nino year, which means the
potential for heavy rain, flooding
and the issues that come with the
weather.

Seasonal forecasts cannot pre-
dict exactly when or where the
most significant storms will
occur, which is why it’s import-
ant for everyone in the County to
be ready for this winter. The best
approach is to prepare now and
stay informed as local conditions
can quickly change.

Here is a list of what you can
do now:

Sign up for emergency
alerts. Emergency alerts pro-
vide emergency information,
including severe weather, flood-
ing and evacuation notifications.
Residents can add phone num-
bers, email addresses and
addresses to receive alerts rele-
vant to their area.

Review your emergency plan
and supplies. Make sure your
household has an emergency
kit with food, water, flashlights,
batteries, first-aid supplies and
other essentials. Consider your
family’s needs, including med-
ications, medical devices, pets
and other items that may require
special planning.

Check your property before
the rain arrives. Clear leaves and
debris from gutters, drainage
areas and storm drains around
your home. If you see a plugged
storm drain or other drainage
problem, call 311.

Consider flood insurance. New
flood insurance policies typically
have a 30-day waiting period
before coverage begins, so don’t
wait until a storm is approaching
to purchase a policy.

Know your flood risk. Even
properties outside mapped high-
risk flood areas can experience
flooding. Review your property’s
flood risk and know where you
would go if you needed to move
to higher ground.

What we are doing ahead of
the winter to keep all of us safe:

Sacramento County’s Office
of Emergency Services (OES)
works year-round to prepare for
emergencies, including winter
storms and flooding. This winter,
OES is strengthening emergency
operations through training and
exercises, improving alert and
warning systems, and prepar-
ing resources and staffing for
potential shelter operations. The

Rewew your emergency plan and supplies, |nd|ud|ng clearing leaves and

debris from gutters, drainage areas and storm drains around your home.

Photo by 123switch via Pixabay

County also continues to coordi-
nate with local jurisdictions and
emergency response partners,
update emergency plans and pro-
vide preparedness information
to the public. We also regularly
meet with and receive updates
from NWS.

When we stay prepared, we

can all remain calm and take
needed steps during an emer-
gency — weather it’s flooding,
power outages or other disasters.

To check out addi-
tional resources visit https://
sacramentoready.saccounty.gov/
us/en/emergency-alerts-notifica-
tion-system.html. *
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Future Voters Cast Ballots in 2026 Statewide Mock Election

Sacramento County Office
of Education News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Democracy comes alive when
youth transition from classroom
instruction to hands-on civic par-
ticipation. Middle and high school
students at Leo A. Palmiter Jr./Sr.
High School cast ballots in the
California Student Mock Election,
experiencing the democratic pro-
cess firsthand and learning the
power of informed voting ahead of
the Nov. 3 General Election.
“Voting today made me real-
ize how important every single
vote is,” shared a Palmiter student
voter. “It was exciting to see how
the whole process works and know
that our voices and ideas matter.”
The campus library transformed
into an official polling station com-
plete with voting booths, paper
ballots and ballot boxes. Taking
part in the hands-on simulation
gave students a look at Election
Day while instilling a deeper
understanding of civic responsi-
bility, electoral integrity and the
value of an informed vote.
“Students had thought-
ful questions about what ballot
propositions mean, who gets to

Yy

'?3::_".1- 5]

e

B,

LLED

A e L 5 | e — e —
Middle and high school students at Leo A. Palmiter Jr./Sr. High School cast ballots in the California Student Mock

Election. Photo courtesy of Sacramento County Office of Education
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participate and how votes are
tallied,” said Palmiter Principal
Brett Homesley. “The mock elec-
tion gave them ways to explore
those questions and see how civic
duty works in real life.”

Participating in this event gave
students valuable insight into the
significance of civic engagement
and public service. Coordinated
by the California Secretary of
State and the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, the state-
wide initiative helps youth
discover the importance of elec-
tions and the power of their
voices in the democratic process.
Results are available now at:
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/
studentmockelection/mock-elec-
tion-results/2026-results

Civic learning does not end
at the ballot box. Educators,
families and community part-
ners looking to introduce
fundamental civic concepts
to youth can explore the PBS
LearningMedia Election
Collection for nonpartisan edu-
cational guides. Additional
interactive tools designed to
inspire a lifelong passion for
civic learning are available
through iCivics. *

Society for the Blind Announces Blindness
Awareness Month in October

Nonprofit Society
for the Blind News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) -
Nonprofit Society for the Blind
in Sacramento is encouraging
local residents to honor Blindness
Awareness Month throughout
October by connecting people
with vision loss to services so
they can gain the skills they need
to stay independent and thrive.
“Losing your sight can be a
daunting, isolating experience,
but it’s not the end of the road,”
Shari Roeseler, executive direc-
tor, Society for the Blind said.
“With the right training, assistive
tools and a community of support,
a vibrant new way of living is
completely within reach. During
Blindness Awareness Month,
we want to make sure every-
one knows that people can live
their best lives with vision loss or
blindness. If you or someone you
know is experiencing vision loss,
please reach out to Society for the
Blind today. We offer a support
system and wide array of instruc-
tors who are blind or have low
vision so you can build the skills
you need, whether you are a child,
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sed Society for the Blind has contnued to create inﬁovative ways to

empower individuals living with low vision or blindness to discover, develop and achieve their full potential. Photo

courtesy of Nonprofit Society for the Blind

working-age adult or senior.”

For more than 70 years,
Sacramento-based Society for
the Blind has continued to create

innovative ways to empower indi-
viduals living with low vision or
blindness to discover, develop
and achieve their full potential.

Since 1954, Society for the Blind
has grown from a dedicated
group of volunteers to a nation-
ally recognized agency and the

VOTE EARLY!

AVOID LINES

Vote'-Early and Vote by Mail

All voters will be mailed a ballot
« Ballots will begin to arrive the week of .

You can return your ballot

« At an Official Ballot Drop Box
« At a Vote Center (starting October 24) *

You can find a full list of Official Ballot Drop
Box and Vote Center locations in your County

November 3, 2026, General Election

My Voter Portal (MVP)

Check your registration status
» View your political party preference
« Update your language preference if other

than English

« Track your Vote by Mall status
Access your Remote Accessible Vote by

Mail Ballot

. L

« Locate Official Ballot Drop Boxes or Vote
Centers near you
View your voting history

Scan the QR code or visit
myvoterportal.saccounty.gov

Visit www.elections.saccounty.gov or call toll-free (800) 762-8019

only comprehensive rehabilita-
tive teaching center that provides
services for a 27-county region
of Northern California. The non-
profit provides low-vision eye
care, life and job skills training,
mentorship and access to tools to
maintain independence for more
than 5,000 youth, working-age
adults and seniors experiencing
vision loss each year.

In addition to its onsite Low
Vision Clinic and assistive tech-
nology store, Society for the
Blind offers four core classes
— orientation and mobility, inde-
pendent living skills, assistive
technology and braille — to ensure
people with vision loss can stay
active, employed and living life
to the fullest. The nonprofit also
provides a program for seniors
that includes support groups and
classes. For youth, Society for the
Blind offers a support groups for
caregivers and parents of children
with vision loss. The nonprofit
also provides a braille production
program and hosts events open to
the public.

To learn more or make
a donation, visit www.
SocietyfortheBlind.org. *
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A Ghost Story Adventure

By Keith Burbank

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - Resident and
author Amy Gorder has written an excel-
lent follow-up to her first book in the Gold
Rush Ghosts series.

Ghosts of Winter comes on the heels of
Ghosts of Autumn, which received good
reviews from Kirkus and The Children’s
Book Review. Ghosts of Winter is a chil-
dren’s books for middle-schoolers, while
her first book targeted those in third,
fourth, fifth and sixth grades.

Houdi is a spirited seventh grader and
budding magician who is visited by a
ghost as the book opens. On a field trip
to The Elk Grove House and Stage Stop
Museum, Houdi finds a pocket watch once
owned by the book’s Sheriff John Sutter.

Sutter in real life was a Swiss immi-
grant who became famous after his partner
James Marshall found gold in 1848. Sutter
established Sutter’s Fort in Sacramento, a
location in the book.

Two outlaws steal Sutter’s pocket
watch, and then their mother gets her

hands on it. As the plot develops, the two
outlaws — known for robbing prospectors
— steal gold from Mexican outlaw Joaquin
Murietta and attempt to steal more from
“Big Bob” Thornton of Boston.

Thornton kills one of the outlaws but the
second shoots and kills him. The shooter
is hung after being caught following the
murder. Their mother comes to the murder
site following her sons’ deaths and dies in
a shooting with Murietta.

The two outlaws and their mother
appear in the book as ghosts seeking
the watch. Thank goodness for two kind
ghosts, one of which is Thornton who
helps the young adventurers hang on to
the watch.

The adventure is both scary and fun.

Gorder is a former schoolteacher. The
book is full of details, fictional or other-
wise, that lend to the story.

Later in the tale, for example, Houdi’s
teacher Mr. Kelly takes the watch to a
horologist, which is a maker of clocks or
watches. And then takes coins the children
found to a numismatist or an authenticator

Elk Grove resident Amy Gorder is the author
of Ghosts of Winter, a children’s ghost story.
Photo courtesy of Chris Gorder

of coins, Gorder says in the book. Details
like these instruct readers.

Ghosts of Winter was published in 2024
by Emerald Books, Bend, Oregon. Both of

The cover of Ghosts of Winter, published by
Emerald Books. Photo by Keith Burbank

Gorder’s books are available on Amazon
and bookshop.org. Gorder’s third book
Ghosts of Spring is forthcoming and will
be written for children in high school. *
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Award-Winning Design/Build Firm

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

Reasonable Residential
& Commercial Work since 1960

916-422-6639

e Custom Cabinetry

* Bathrooms

Lick480492  www.lytleconstruction.com == <

CONSTRUCTION INC. | Serving Sacramento for more than 38 years « HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
Remodeling and Design Certified Kitchen & Bath Remodeler « RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
. . * CONCRETE REMOVAL =
* Additions FREE Consultation « HEDGE TRIMMING /SHRUB REMOVAL
¢ Kitchens *« PRESSURE WASHING

Pressure wash your driveways clean! Your decks, too!
Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn!
Hard work—not a problem!

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS *SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1996*
Call LESTER (916) 838-1247

Lic#128758/Ref

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.
Excellent ref from Angie’s List

(916) 213-3740

Neil McIntire — C.S.L.# 394307

ROONEY’S
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING
916-456-7777

I’OOI’leySplumbingco, COM  License #683668

N R e rel#itlinthe #2husiness . N

TRENCHLESS
& PIPE LINING

AFFORDABLE

MENTION THIS AD
AND RECEIVE A

5% DISCOUNT!

\‘ Install a Water/Electric line under your existing driveway!

SEWER PROBLEMS? WATCH OUR VIDEO.
www.ydig.com | Off (916) 488-1215 | Lic #754886

PROFESSIONAL PET WASTE REMOVAL SERVICE

Sl
Total clean

¢ SCOOP TEAM
w»

« HOMNEST SERVICE. FAIR PRICING.
SPOTLESS RESULTS.

® 916-250-2506
WWW. TOTALCLEANSCOOPTEAM.COM

FREEDOM HANDYMAN SERVICE

I specialize in all areas of home improvement!
Quality work the first time, guaranteed!

CO: & Smoke Alarms - Light Bulb Replacement
Door Bells - Grab Bar Installations - Security Doors
Sprinkler Repair & New Valves - Carpentry - Electrical
Plumbing - Sheetrock - Ceiling Fan Installation

Fix Leaks of all types

Accepts All Major Credit Cards ‘“‘Senior Discount”
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

CALL ERIC (916) 470-3488

‘We Support
Our Militar"‘}”.

U NIETO’s

TS TILE & LANDSCAPING

\ﬁ RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Frank Nieto (916) 480-9512

Sprinkler Systems (install & Repair)
Fencing e Plumbing
Electrical ® Painting

Concrete e Tile Installation
Granite Fabrication
Laminate/Wood Floors
Lic. #917883

NietosTile@sbcglobal.net www.nietostile.com

FOLLOW US

for Local News and much more!
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Professional
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Win at
Business
Bingo

Old Sacramento
Waterfront
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG)
- This holiday season,
shopping comes with a lit-
tle extra incentive. Now
through December 31, vis-
itors of Old Sacramento
Waterfront can turn a day
of shopping, dining, and
exploring into a game
with Small Business Spree
Bingo.

The interactive chal-
lenge invites visitors to
explore the historic dis-
trict, discover local
businesses, and com-
plete fun holiday-themed
activities for the chance
to win prizes along the
way. Activities range from
grabbing a hot bever-
age to finding a stocking
stuffer and taking a sel-
fie with the holiday tree.
With more than 150 small
businesses throughout the
district, there are plenty of
opportunities to discover
something new while
checking a few names off
the holiday shopping list.

Participants can pick
up a Small Business
Spree Bingo card at the
Visitors Center, 1000
Second St., and other
locations throughout Old

Sacramento Waterfront
and begin completing the
activities listed on the
card. As participants visit
businesses and attrac-
tions throughout OIld
Sacramento Waterfront,
they can collect stamps to
mark their progress. For
the free activities, partici-
pants can show their bingo
card to the Visitors Center
team (on weekdays) or a
Holidays on K team mem-
ber (on weekends) to

Participants can pick up a Small Business Spree Bingo card at the Visitors Center, 1000 Second
St., and other locations throughout Old Sacramento Waterfront. Photo courtesy of Downtown
Sacramento Partnership

Sacramento Waterfront
swag, a $100 parking
voucher, a family four-
pack of tickets to the
Downtown Sac Ice Rink, a
museum membership, and
even the chance to guest
star as mama or papa in
Theatre of Lights during
December.

To enter the prize draw-
ing, participants must
email a photo of their com-
pleted bingo card. Winners
will be selected at random
and notified via email.
Every submission is guar-
anteed to win a prize, and
completing additional
bingo patterns provides
more opportunities to win
throughout the season.

“Small Business Spree
Bingo is all about mak-
ing holiday shopping more
fun while giving visitors
a chance to discover the
incredible small businesses
that make Old Sacramento
Waterfront unique,”
said Chelsea Evans, Old

receive stamps.
Players can com-
plete bingo in four ways.

Complete four consec-
utive spaces vertically,
horizontally, or diagonally.

Complete the spaces
around the perimeter of
the card. Complete the two

VISI A SEUM

Shopping small makes a big
impact. Thank you for choosing
Old Sacramento Waterfront!

The Small Business Spree Bingo card features the following activities: Get Yourself a Hot
Beverage; Visit a Museum; Show Local Love on Yelp; Grab a Sweet Treat; Spend $50 at a Small
Business; Buy a Stocking Stuffer; Ride Polar Express; Buy a Gift Card; Write a Letter to Santa
at Holidays on K; See Theatre of Lights; Have Meal with a Loved One; Spend $100 at a Small
Buisness; Get a Holida Ornament; Selfie with the Holiday Tree; Meet a Merchant at Third
Thursdays, Buy a Frind a Present. Photo courtesy of Downtown Sacramento Partnership

diagonal lines across the
center or complete every
square on the card.

The fun continues all
season long. Each time
participants complete
a bingo, they can sub-
mit a photo of their card
by emailing it to info@
oldsacramento.com.
Participants can continue
building bingos on the
same card and submit it
again each time they com-
plete another bingo, with a
maximum of four entries
per person. Prizes will
be awarded throughout
the season, and all entries
must be received by Dec.
31, 2026.

Completing a bingo
could mean more than
bragging rights. Prizes
include gift cards to
local businesses, Old

Sacramento Waterfront
district manager. “We hope
the bingo challenge gives
people a fun reason to
come downtown, explore
new shops and experi-
ences, and make a day of
their holiday shopping.”
Small Business Spree
Bingo is presented by Old
Sacramento Waterfront and
Downtown Sacramento
Partnership, with sup-
port from California
State Parks, California
State Railroad Museum
Foundation, and Yelp.
More information about
Small Business Spree
Bingo, including a full
FAQ and details on how
to participate, is avail-
able at https://www.
oldsacramento.com/
seasonal-activity/small-
business-spree-bingo/. %

Local Classifieds

Call

Advertise in your local community newspaper

916-773-1111

Perez Landscaping
& Concrete
+Concrete Finishing/
Stamping
+Landscape installation
and Design
+Sodding, *Planting
+Irrigation *Retaining Walls|
*Yard maintenance.
Free estimates. Fore more
info. call 916-834-2352

email Elverperez @att.net
Lic #14-00016214

YARD CLEANUP &
DECORATIVE ROCK

Fall one-time cleanup
pruning. Also bark,
weed control, sod,
seed, hauling, etc.

Mobile homes,
commercial
or residential.
Local gardener.
916-205-9310 or
916- 627-9000

Dog Training

Is your dog misbehaving?
Bad manners? Leash pulling?

Landscaping

Call Tina (916) 215-7485.
GOIN' TO THE DOGS

(12/18126)

Home
Improvement

ALL PHASE

HOME REPAIR
Elk Grove, CA
-Electrical -Plumbing
-Fencing *Fans -Decks
+Doors -Windows -Tile
Flooring -Trim base-
board *Sheetrock <Dry
Rot Texture -Painting
-Lighting Concrete
-Sprinkler Repair
Framing and more!

All phases of home.
repair & any construction

needed- Big or small.
Quality work guaranteed!
Low prices- free
est.Serving Elk Grove,

CREATE YOUR
PARADISE

Winter Yard Cleanups,
Complete Landscape
Design/ Installation,

Sprinkler System
Installs/Repairs, All
Types Concrete Wark,
Fence Installation,
Retaining Walls-
All Types, Drainage
Systems-all types,
Landscape Lighting,

Residential/ commercial

Rancho Murieta, Galt,
Wilton, Herald, Sac. &
Surrounding Areas
CSLB#1134987
Bonded & Insured

(916)287-6164

Are You a Pro?

)

Get the
word out! <=

i

). |
&
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 916-773-1111

We
Support
Our
Military

American Landscape Design
& Installation. Est 1987
Amencan Canstrction & Property
Maintemance Compamy

WE ACCEPT VISA & MASTER CARD

1916)612-0776

Lic®690968

Landscaping

YARD
CLEANUP

Sod installation
Landscape installation
Lawnmowing services

Fence repair
Call for free estimate
916-271-7265

Buy and
Shop Local!

BRILLIANT
LANDSCAPE

Artificial Turf
Fencing
Retaining Wall
Concrete
Drainage
Irrigation
Planting
Tree Trimming

209-251-9387
LIC# 1108441

Shelton
Painting,
Inc.

* Repaints: Exterior
& Interior

* Dry Wall Repair
Free Estimates

(209) 745-7897

3 Generations of Quality Pointers
AIEE0L9

e We accapl Vise & gm
PO Masiercard [

ROUTT
ROOFING
Specializing in
Res Roofing & Repairs
We Hand Nail for
Quality!

Free Estimates
916-423-1288 or

209-748-5588

£
BEH Since 1975
Lic.#302302

Wanted to Buy

Dad’s Old Stereo and Large
Speakers. ALTEC, JBL, or?
Call Greg at 662-998-0857.

(10/16/26)

GOT LOGAL
NEWS?

Call
(916) 773 1111

ALIAPHAS ESHOMEIREPAIR
Interior/Exterior Remodel,

Improvements and Repair

Quality Work Guaranteed

« Bathrooms « Kitchens « Electrical « Plumbing

« Fencing « Fans « Decks « Doors « Windows « Tile
« Baseboards « Sheetrock « Dry Rot « Texture
« Lighting « Sprinkler Repair « Framing and More

Give Us a Call We Are
More Affordable Than All!

t\ﬁ@
ot

B,
.\.

h @ .' . .

e ROOF REPAIR

REMIER™
: L PROOFING INC.

LIC# 1097848

e ROOF MAINTENANCE ® GUTTER CLEANING
o COMPLETE RE-ROOF

209.745.7565

1premierroofing@gmail.com

Se Habla
Espanol

¢ NEW ROOFS

CELL 209.810.6233

* Brakes

e Transmission Service

e Wheel Alignment
Mon-Fri, 8-5 ¢ 916-685-7796

Elk Grove

Shell

Your Local Full Service Auto Repair Shop
Committed to Customer Satisfaction

* Brake &

EIk Grove Bivd

N| 8901 Elk Grove Bivd.

*

* 30, 60, 90K Service

Lamp Station

License # 407605

JIM MOYLEN ROOFING

OWNER OPERATED 44 Years in Business

BBB Credited A+ Rating

Specializing In: e Check Engine

« 0il Changes Light Diagnosis EL NINO IS COMING.

* Smog Repair o Tires IS YOUR ROOF PREPARED?

* Smog Inspection ¢ Tune-Up A small leak today can become expensive

o Safety Inspection * Batteries tomorrow. Let our company inspect your roof

rainy season.
o Fall Specials:

Free Estimates. Quality Roofing Built
on Trust. Delivers dependable service
and lasting results. We use premium
materials and meticulous craftsmanship
to ensure every job stands the test of time.

and keep your home protected through the

FREE Solar attic fan
installed on new roof
e $2500 gutter guard
installed on most homes (call for quote)

Jim at 916-531-2793
or call Mike Moylen
at 209-894-6605

Elk Groye Bivd - Florin Rd

\

-~ W SACRAMENTO VALLEY
' ROOFING & GUTTERS INC.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- NEW ROOF
INSTALL
- TEAR OFF &
REROOF
- ROOF REPAIR
- OVERLAY ROOF
INSTALL
*DRY ROT REPAIR
*SEAMLESS
GUTTER INSTALL

- GUTTER
REMOVAL
& INSTALL
-GUTTER REPAIR
*GUTTER GUARD
& INSTALL
- DOWNSPOUTS
INSTALL
- CUSTOM
COLORS

FREE ESTIMATES!
916-719-8288

RAMON M.

FOREMAN/OPERATOR

LIC# 1072137

WE ARE
BONDED
AND INSURED

Advertise in your local community newspaper

Call 916-685-5533

ROORING

*ia RO LW P+

Trusted Roofing Experts with
Over 30 Years of Experience

o New Roof Installation

e Roof Repairs

o Roof Maintenance

o Roof Leak Repairs

o Roof Moss Removal

e Commercial Roofing
Repairs

916-900-ROOF (7663)

TheDavisRoofingGroup.com

o Commercial Roof
Installations

e Seamless Gutters
and Downspouts

o Lifetime Gutter Guard
Screen Installation

LICENSED, BONDED

LIC# 1039405 & FULLY INSURED

Advertising Works!

Visit: mpg8.com
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Kings Korner

SACRAMENTO

By V.G. Harris

Gut Punch as Simmons Is Qut

By V.G. Harris

Golden One Center will entertain a slightly
different attitude as the Sacramento Kings
are poised to begin the start of the 2026-27
NBA season.

Former three-time all-star and defensive
standout Ben Simmons will not only be out
for the start of the season, but it has also been
reported that he will be out for the entirety of
the 2026-27 campaign.

In practice Simmons sustained an Achilles
tear to his right ankle which will take at least
a year of rehabilitation.

For a team already spiraling after an abys-
mal 0-5 preseason, and the only team in the
NBA to not win a single preseason game thus
far, the Kings are staring at the Friday night
opener in utter shock.

Sacramento is no stranger to adversity, but
this disheartening news comes on the heels of
a preseason that has not been kind to coach
Doug Christie. Multiple articles have come
out in recent days critical of this frenetic style
of managing the preseason lineups and substi-
tution patterns.

The current 0-5 record is not only the
worst record in the NBA, it portends a myriad
of issues as the Kings look to the opener with
the Trailblazers on Friday night.

One article went so far as to rate Christie
as the worst coach in the NBA. Amid the
distraction of sordid shots aimed at the
coach, notable former head coaches with
a bevy of experience sit on the sidelines
hoping for a call. At the top of the list is
Mike Budenholzer, former coach of the
Milwaukee Bucks and holder of an NBA title.
Budenholzer spent 17 years learning his craft
under legendary coach Gregg Popovich. Two-
time coach of the year, Budenholzer compiled
a 520-363 in 11 seasons as an NBA coach,
and along with Tom Thibodeau ranks among
two of the most employable candidates today.

Suffice it to say, if the noise gets any louder
in Kings land, fans will be clamoring for bet-
ter leadership, and who can blame them.

I still cannot believe the lineups coach
Christie put on the hardwood during the pre-
season, or the confounding reason he had for
sitting 6-8 players at a time, while players

that have already been cut from the team not
only played considerable minutes, but actu-
ally started games.

That being said, the Kings have a game to
play, and going into that game with a positive
spirit will be the order of the day.

Coming out of the preseason, Sacramento
has every reason to believe that first round
draft choice Darius Acuff Jr. is going to be
the point guard of the future, and Emmanuel
Sharpe has given fans every reason to be
excited about the energy and defense he
brings to the table.

The loss of Ben Simmons is a multiple gut
punch, but throwing in the towel is not in the
equation, and responding to adversity is how
teams grow into something bigger.

I look for opening night to bring a sell-
out crowd to Golden One Arena, and with
them a chance for head coach Doug Christie
to hit the reset button and silence some of
his critics.

Everyone loves an underdog and look no
further than coach Christie if you’re looking
for someone to root for.

Both Domantas Sabonis and Zach Lavine
have shown no signs of lingering injuries,
and Wednesday night looms large as the last
opportunity for Christie and his Kings to
break a preseason losing streak and go into
the regular season on a high note.

The Trailblazers have already bested
Sacramento just last week, and it wasn’t a
contest from the jump. That needs to change
and players need to come to play.

I expect a much different season out of
Zach Lavine. The same can be said of Keegan
Murray, who thus far has been disappointing
in preseason. That needs to change and no
better time than Wednesday night.

On your feet Kings fans because the rest
of the NBA has already counted you out and
wouldn’t it be something special to prove
them wrong.

Look for GM Scott Perry to make some
type of move soon that will bring support to
Darius Acuff Jr. at the point guard position.

Does Russell Westbrook shock the world
and return for one last season. Anything is
possible but stay tuned.

All the best Kings fans! *

New California Laws Arise From Latest
Legislative Skirmishes in Endless “Tort Wars'

By Dan Walters,
CALMatters.org

The state Capitol is an
arena where lobbyists for
thousands of interest groups
battle over issues that mostly
involve money — very often
big money. The Legislature
and the governor can, and
often do, write into law new
provisions that financially
benefit one interest or are
costly for another.

One of the longest-run-
ning conflicts, dubbed “tort
wars,” pits lawyers who file
personal injury lawsuits and
their allies against business
interests and their insurers.

They fight over laws that
specify which actions cause
damages, known as “torts,”
which can be the subject of
liability lawsuits and what
compensation can be col-
lected if such cases prevail.

The stakes can be
immense, involving many
billions of dollars, so for
tort warriors it’s a perpetual
game of defining new, legally
actionable acts; expanding or
shrinking those already on
the books, or devising tactics
to thwart those employed by
the other side.

The dynamics of tort pol-
itics were demonstrated one
night in September 1987, as
that year’s legislative session
was nearing adjournment.

Veteran lobbyists for major
tort war interests had been
exploring a potential multi-
point deal to resolve some
long-simmering issues with
key legislators behind closed

doors. The negotiators took a
break for dinner and drinks at
what was then Sacramento’s
famous political watering
hole, Frank Fat’s restaurant.

Spontaneously, as the
liquor flowed and food was
consumed, negotiations
restarted right there, as Willie
Brown, then the much-cel-
ebrated speaker of the state
Assembly, bounced from
table to table.

The result was the infa-
mous “napkin deal” that gave
everyone involved at least
part of what they wanted. It
was jotted down on a nap-
kin, quickly drafted into
legislation and passed with
no public input.

One provision — which
years later haunted Brown
and other politicians —
protected the tobacco
industry from lawsuits by
disease-stricken former
smokers. (Footnote: 1 and
the late Jay Michael, a lobby-
ist for medical interests who
was one of the participants,
co-wrote a book about lob-
bying that includes a detailed
account of how the napkin
deal came about.)

This brief history of tort
wars sets the stage for what
has been happening recently,
including in the just-con-
cluded 2026 legislative
session.

Two years ago, the business
side scored a significant vic-
tory with passage of two bills
that narrowed the scope of
the Private Attorneys General
Act, which allows workers
to sue their employers in the
name of the state for alleged
violations of workplace laws.

Employer groups had
qualified a ballot measure to
overhaul PAGA, as the law is
known, which prodded law-
yers and other rival interests
to agree to a compromise
in return for dropping the
measure.

The 2026 session, as usual,
featured a couple of other
tort-related measures.

One, Assembly Bill
1776, is a significant expan-
sion of the Cartwright Act,
California’s long-standing
law prohibiting monopo-
listic arrangements among
businesses.

The state’s Law Revision
Commission proposed
extending it to actions by
a single corporation that
had monopolistic effects
and allowing private par-
ties to file suits under the
revised law.

Business interests opposed
the entire concept, saying it
was unneeded, and they par-
ticularly disliked the private
right of action. Before the bill
received final approval that
part was stricken, limiting
enforcement to the attorney
general or a local prosecutor.

The second measure,
Senate Bill 690, arose out of
an American Bar Association
publication describ-
ing how some California
attorneys were using, or
misusing, California’s law
against secret wiretaps to
demand payment from cor-
porations for using website
tracking software to gather
information.

Business groups depicted
the practice as extortion,
and SB 690 was drafted and
enacted to make using the
wiretap law this way much
more difficult.

This year’s legislative ses-
sion is over, but tort warriors
already are gearing up for the
next one.

Dan Walters is one of the
most decorated and widely
syndicated columnists in
California history, authoring
a column four times a week
that offers his view and anal-
ysis of the state’s political,
economic, social and demo-
graphic trends. *

Social Security Matters

Did | Understand you right - | won't
get all my 8S benefits immediately?

By Russell Gloor,
AMAC Certified Social
Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: 1 was a lit-
tle confused with one of
your past articles. This
September I hit my full
retirement age and for
every month I continue to
delay, my SS benefit goes
up a little more. But read-
ing your article sounds
like the extra benefits are
only added at the end of
the year. For example, let’s
say that at my full retire-
ment age in September I
get $3,524, and in January
2027 T would get $3,619.
According to the Ask
Rusty article I read, if I
start my benefits in June
of 2027, I will have earned
$3,735, but it sounds like I
would only get $3,619 up
until the end of the year,
and then they would adjust
it. If this is the case, would
I get retroactive money
back for the 6 months I
did not get the correct
amount? Signed: Seeking
Clarification

Dear Seeking: Thanks
for your inquiry. Your
understanding of the pre-
vious Ask Rusty article is
correct. If you start your
benefits in June 2027 (10
months after your full
retirement age (or your
“FRA,” in Sept. 2026),
you will initially only get

the Delayed Retirement
Credits (DRCs) you earned
through the end of 2026.
The DRCs you earned
from January 2027 to June
2027 would not be cred-
ited until January 2028,
and you would not get any
retroactive benefits for
the DRCs earned during
the January — June 2027
timeframe.

SSA’s reasoning for this
is somewhat confusing but
has to do with your ability
to claim retroactive bene-
fits when you claim after
reaching your full retire-
ment age. When claiming
after reaching your FRA
you have the ability to
claim benefits retroactively
for up to six months. So,
to avoid potentially over-
lapping benefit payments,
SSA defers applying your
current year’s DRCs until
January of the following
year. Thus, you essentially
lose the extra 2027 DRC
money for the remain-
der of 2027. And, FYI,
the one exception to this
rule is that when bene-
fits are claimed mid-year
at age 70, all DRCs are
immediately paid. Please
understand that I’m not
endorsing this SSA rule;
only trying to explain how
it works and why. Like
many SSA rules, there
are nuances to how bene-
fits are paid. And this is a
classic example. And just
remember, as attractive as
taking 6 months of retroac-
tive benefits may sound, it
also means your monthly
amount would be reduced
by about 4% for the rest of
your life.

As you contemplate

when you should claim
your Social Security retire-
ment benefits, you should
always keep in mind your
anticipated life expectancy
when making that deci-
sion. If you expect to live
at least to the “average”
life expectancy for those
in their mid-60s (about
mid-80s for someone your
current age), then waiting
longer to claim is usually
a better long term financial
decision (even considering
the DRC issue described
above). But if your life
expectancy is less than
“average,” claiming sooner
is usually a better choice.

If you have further ques-
tions about when to claim
Social Security, please
contact us at SSadvisor@
amacfoundation.org or
1.888.750-2622. There is
never a fee for our advi-
sory service because
we are a non-profit
organization.

This article is intended
for information pur-
poses only and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and inter-
pretations of the AMAC
Foundation s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our website
(http.//amacfoundation.
org/services) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org). *
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Churchill that

said
“Wars are not won by

tH)

evacuations,” and some-
times, he might have
added, they are simply
embarrassing. The U.S.
hastily flew its B-1 bomb-
ers out of RAF Fairford
in the U.K. for fear of a
potential Iranian drone
attack, the latest in a se-
ries of successful Iranian
operations to crimp U.S.
bases, this time more
than 2,000 miles away.

The Trump administra-
tion has found -- by open-
ing a channel to shipping
in the Strait of Hormuz
and blockading Iran -- a
strategy to pressure Iran
that may yet produce a
favorable outcome to the
war. Still, the conflict has
exposed glaring U.S. mil-
itary deficiencies, with
our inability to protect
our bases in the region
high on the list.

Acting Navy Secretary
Hung Cao has said the
Iranians “blew the hell
out of Bahrain,” refer-
ring to the headquarters
of the Fifth Fleet in the
tiny Gulf kingdom. They
have also hit U.S. facil-
ities in Qatar, Kuwait,
the UAE and Saudi Ara-
bia. The vast majority
of U.S. casualties have
resulted from attacks on
our bases.

Whereas it once
seemed that having so
many bases in proxim-
ity to Iran was useful to
containing the Islamic
Republic, when Tehran
began firing on these fa-
cilities, it became clear
that the short distances
made them vulnerable

Iran Exposes an Intolerable
U.S. Vulnerability

targets. Camp Arifjan in
Kuwait, where buildings
and radar domes were
hit, is just over 60 miles
away.

A number of bases
have been fully or part-
ly evacuated, and the
effects have been felt
on U.S. operations. One
reason that there was so
much strain on the USS
Abraham Lincoln during
its lengthy deployment is
that Bahrain was no lon-
ger available as a supply
hub. We had to rely on
facilities in Diego Garcia
and Singapore, creating
a supply chain thousands
of miles long.

The Iranian missile and
drone threat to our bases
was foreseeable, and yet
we didn’t do enough to
protect them. One option
now is a broad pullback
of our presence in the
region. But so long as
hydrocarbons power the
modern economy, this
is a nonstarter. The Gulf
states would have an in-
centive to look elsewhere
for strategic partners,
most worryingly to Rus-
sia or China, and might
conclude that they should
do more to accommodate
an Iran that would have
effectively chased us
from the Persian Gulf.

The answer to the
threat to the bases is the
same thing that created
the threat in the first place
-- innovation. We’ve long
had bases in the Gulf, in-
cluding a naval command
headquarters in Bahrain
since 1948, but the pur-
pose and the nature of
the presence has changed
over time. As Kristian Al-
exander writes in an anal-
ysis for the Stimson Cen-
ter, during the Cold War
we didn’t have a large

land presence at bases.
After Saddam Hussein’s
1990 invasion of Kuwait,
that changed.

Today, the question is
how to reconfigure our
presence again to make it
more defensible and sus-
tainable. “U.S. bases,”
Alexander writes, “re-
main indispensable for
intelligence  collection,
command and control,
maritime security, air and
missile defense, logistics
and long-range power
projection.”

One option is to lo-
cate more facilities in
Israel. Elliott Abrams of
the Council on Foreign
Relations points out that
the Jewish state is much
further away -- more
than 1,000 miles from
Iran --and would impose
fewer restrictions on our
access and overflight
rights.

But we still require
bases in the Gulf. We’re
going to need to disperse
them, harden them (in-
cluding with more un-
derground elements) and
build in more redun-
dancy. The air defense
needs to be more robust
and layered, and less
dependent on expensive
missiles that are in short
supply.

The war with Iran was
supposed to represent a
short, sharp defanging of
the Iranian regime. In-
stead, it has dragged on
and served as a lesson in
key shortcomings of U.S.
military power that must
be addressed, lest they
bite us again in a conflict
with a much more power-
ful adversary.

Rich Lowry is editor of
the National Review.

(c) 2026 by King Fea-
tures Synd., Inc. *
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Women's Baskethall Picked Fifth,
Picton and Cotton Earn Preseason Honors

Sacramento State Athletics
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The
Sacramento State women’s bas-
ketball team is making a great first
impression entering its first sea-
son in The Big West as the coaches
have picked the Hornets to finish
fifth in the league while selecting
senior Natalie Picton and junior
Jenessa Cotton to its seven-woman
preseason All-Big West squad.

After spending the last 30
years as members of the Big Sky
Conference, Sacramento State
received one first-place vote and
88 points overall from the league’s
head coaches, finishing behind
prohibitive favorite UC San Diego
(120 points, 10 first-place votes),
UC Irvine (108 points, one first-
place vote), UC Santa Barbara
(94) and California Baptist (93
points).

The Hornets stood 18 points
ahead of Utah Valley (70 points)
to finish among the top half in the
12-team league.

Picton was a force for
Sacramento State in her first sea-
son in the green and gold, starting
31 of the team’s 33 games and
averaging a team-high 35.8 min-
utes per contest. The Big Sky
All-Tournament Team selec-
tion finished the year second on
the team in scoring at 13.4 points
per game while averaging 3.7
rebounds and 2.2 steals per game.

NATALIE PICTON

PRESEASON

ALL-CONFERENGCE

JEMESSA COTTON

As the coaches have picked the Hornets to finish fifth in the league while selecting senior Natalie Picton and junior

Jenessa Cotton to its seven-woman preseason All-Big West squad. Photo courtesy Sacramento State Athletics

She was among the top 10 in the
Big Sky in steals per game, min-
utes, three pointers made (66), and
fourth in three-pointers per game
(2.13). Picton scored in double
figures 22 times, including a col-
legiate high of 27 points in a win
over Simpson on Dec. 15 of last
year.

Cotton is in her first season with
the Hornets after transferring from
Kansas State where she appeared
in 24 games, started 16, and aver-
aged 4.3 points and 3.4 rebounds
per game while shooting .422 from
the field overall in 14.8 minutes

A highly regarded recruit out
of Mater Dei HS in Santa Ana,
Calif., Cotton originally signed
with Duke out of high school and
appeared in eight games for a Blue
Devils squad that won the ACC
Championship and advanced to
the “Elite Eight” of the NCAA
Tournament in 2025.

Entering 2026-27, Sacramento
State returns seven letter winners
and welcomes seven new faces
to the roster overall while featur-
ing one of the nation's top transfer
classes among mid-major schools
according to the website On3.com.

2025-26 campaign that saw them
finish 15-18 overall and 8-10 in
their final season in the Big Sky,
advancing to the semifinals of the
conference tournament for only
the fifth time in school history
after finishing fifth during the reg-
ular season.

The 15 wins matched the win
total from the 2024-25 campaign
and gave Sacramento State back-
to-back seasons with 15-or-more
wins for the first time in a decade
since the 2013-14 (18-12) and
2014-15 (18-16) teams accom-
plished the feat. The Hornets

the fourth time in the last five sea-
sons after doing so just twice in
the five years before that.

Sacramento State’s incom-
ing class consists of six Division
I transfers and one true freshman
who will help usher in the Hornets’
debut in The Big West. The group
includes three Big 12 Conference
transfers in Arizona's Achol Magot
and the Kansas State duo of Alexis
Hess and Cotton, one from the
Missouri Valley Conference in
Evansville's Jelena Savic, one
from The American in Memphis'
Brooklyn Charlo and one from
the Northeast Conference in Long
Island's Koko Akridge. Those
six players join true freshman
Oregon native Jordan Barlow, who
recently graduated from South
Medford HS.

Two of the transfers are “com-
ing home” to California as Akridge
(San Diego, Calif.) and Cotton
(Orange, Calif.) return to their
home state, while Pennsylvania
(Hess), Arizona (Magot) and
Colorado (Charlo) are also rep-
resented. Savic, a native of
Melbourne, Australia, is the lone
international player among the
signees.

Sacramento State opens the
year with an exhibition against
Stanislaus State on Oct. 28
at 6:30 p.m., before officially
tipping-off the campaign on
the road at UT Arlington on

per contest.

The Hornets are coming off a

finished with double-digit wins for ~Nov. 3. *

Sacramento Golf Council Names
2026 Players of the Year

(A"

Women'’s Player of the Year Sakura Watanabe. Photo courtes of Men’s Senior Player of the Year Bob Niger. Photo.courtesy of

Sacramento Golf Council

Sacramento Golf Council

Sacramento Golf Council News Release

Men'’s Player of the
Golf Council

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - The Sacramento Golf Council (SGC) awarded their Player of
the Year awards on Monday, Oct. 12, at Haggin Oaks Golf Complex.

Five awards were presented to Men’s Player of the Year Kavi Marez, Women’s Player
of the Year Sakura Watanabe, Men’s Senior Player of the Year Bob Niger, Women’s
Senior Player of the Year Karen Garcia and Lynne Cowan, Men’s Super Senior Player

of the Year Mark Morgan.

Player of the Year awards are based on points received in the top championships each

year.

Three major sponsors of the awards are Adam Johhson, Golf Fitness Solutions;
Michael Yates; Eugene C. Yates Insurance Agency and Nurse Next Door.
The Sacramento Golf Council is a volunteer organization that coordinates 25 city and

county golf tournaments each year.

Jennifer Contreras

Named 2026 El Futuro

Scholarship Winner

Sacramento Republic FC
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - In
front of a sold-out crowd at
Heart Health Park on Noche
Latina, Republic FC and the
Sacramento Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce celebrated
Jennifer Contreras as the recip-
ient of the 2026 EI Futuro
Scholarship. A Woodland
native, Contreras is a current
student at UC Davis majoring
in Food Science.

Jennifer’s journey to col-
lege hasn’t always been easy,
but thanks to her involve-
ment in the in the Educational
Talent Search (ETS) pro-
gram that is designed to

prepare low-income, first-gen-
eration students for college
success, she has found the
support and confidence to pur-
sue her goals. “I always had a
vision for myself: I wanted to
go to college and create a dif-
ferent path,” she wrote in her
application.

Giving back and community
involvement also play a big role
in Jennifer’s story: “I take pride
in mentoring, tutoring, and con-
tributing to organizations that
inspire students to pursue fur-
ther education.”

Now inspired by her own
experiences and her desire to
pay it forward. “Through this
journey, I’ve learned that initi-
ating change often begins with

gestures such as giving guid-
ance or recounting personal
stories,” she continues. I’ve
gained an understanding of the
importance of togetherness and
the impactful influence mentor-
ship has on molding people’s
futures.”

As this year’s El Futuro
Scholarship winner, Jennifer
will receive a $2,000 academic
grant funded by Republic FC
and the Sacramento Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce. She
plans to use the scholarship to
help manage the academic costs
of her program at UC Davis,
while also providing some
financial assistance in opportu-
nities to immerse herself in life
on campus. *
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Republic FC and the Sacramento Hispanic Chamber of Commerce celebrated
Jennifer Contreras as the recipient of the 2026 El Futuro Scholarship on Oct. 10.
Photo courtesy of Sacramento Republic FC
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California Capital Airshow Celebrates 20 Years

Milestone event featured two days of aenal performances,
a nighttime show and a salute to Amenca’s 250th

Two Redline Airshow aerobatic planes fly in close formation, with one inverted above the other, during a high-energy performance at the California Capital Airshow. Photo courtesy of Braden K. Loper

California Capital Airshow
News Release

SACRAMENTO, CA (MPG) - From
the roar of fighter jets to a night
sky filled with drones, lasers,
fireworks and pyrotechnics, the
2026 California Capital Airshow
marked its 20th anniversary at
Mather Airport on Oct. 10 and 11
with a weekend that brought avi-
ation, patriotism and community
together.

Presented by Sacramento
County in partnership with the
City of Rancho Cordova, the
Airshow welcomed more than
100,000 spectators from the
Sacramento region and beyond.

“This show was a huge thank
you to the Sacramento region for
two decades of support,” said
Darcy Brewer, CEO of California
Capital Airshow. “Between two
jet teams, an incredible lineup of
military and civilian performers
and the return of our night show,
we celebrated our 20th anniver-
sary and America’s 250th in a
way our community will remem-
ber for a long time.”

Two Jet Teams,
Then a Sky Full of Light

The U.S. Air Force
Thunderbirds showcased the
speed and precision of their
F-16 Fighting Falcons, while
the Royal Canadian Air Force
Snowbirds flew their graceful,
close-formation routine in their
final full performance in the
CT-114 Tutor jet. The U.S. Navy
F/A-18 Super Hornet Tactical
Demonstration Team, aircraft
from Beale Air Force Base and a
lineup of world-renowned civil-
ian performers rounded out the
daytime program.

As daylight faded, the Airshow
transformed into an electrifying
nighttime spectacle. Illuminated
aircraft, colorful lasers, dynamic
pyrotechnics and walls of fire
lighting up the sky over Mather.
The evening closed with a drone
show and choreographed fire-
works set to music honoring
America’s 250th birthday and the
Airshow’s 20th anniversary.

20 Years of Service,
Education and Community
On the ground, guests explored

miles of static aircraft and exhib-
its including historic warbirds,
military and public safety air-
craft, and hands-on aviation
and STEM activities. Families
met pilots, tested aviation tech-
nology first-hand and learned
about career paths in science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics.

That work continues long after
the final performance. The non-
profit California Capital Airshow
reaches more than 3,500 students
annually through scholarships,
internships, mentorships and
educational programming, and
has awarded more than $679,000
in scholarships to nearly 300 stu-
dents since its founding.

“Twenty years ago, this orga-
nization began with a vision
to celebrate aviation and bring
our community together,” said
Terrence McNamara, Chairman

A young aviation fan gets a front-
row view of the excitement at the
California Capital Airshow, where
aerial performances captivated
spectators of all ages. Photo by Rick Sloan

American flags and an America
250 banner during an aerial
demonstration at the California
Capital Airshow. Photo by Rick Sloan

of the California Capital Airshow
Board of Directors. “Today it is
a source of regional pride, a way
to honor our military and avi-
ation heritage, and a platform
for investing in the young peo-
ple who will shape the future of
flight. That legacy is what we are
most proud of, and we are com-
mitted to building on it for the
next 20 years.”

Nearly 1,000 volunteers helped
bring the Airshow to life, sup-
porting everything from event
operations and guest services
to behind-the-scenes logis-
tics. Visitors from throughout
California and beyond — includ-
ing many attendees from Canada
travelling to see the Snowbirds’
final performance — also con-
tributed to the local economy,
supporting area hotels, restau-
rants and businesses.

Looking Ahead

As the last fireworks faded
over Mather Airport, the
California Capital Airshow
closed a milestone chapter. The
nonprofit remains committed
to using the magic of aviation
to honor service, celebrate the
Sacramento region and inspire
the next generation.

California Capital Airshow
extends its sincere thanks to
Sacramento County, the City of
Rancho Cordova, Sutter Health,

Airshow's nighttime finale, bringing
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Fireworks illuminate the sky as colorful lights and pyrotechnics transform the runway during the California Capital

the evening's festivities to a spectacular close. Photo courtesy of Braden K. Loper
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Families and aviation enthusiasts explore a U.S. Air Force C-7 Globemster lll on display at the California Capital

Airshow, where visitors had the opportunity to see military aircraft up close. Photo by Rick Sloan

Wilton Rancheria, Modern
Aviation, SMUD, Teichert,
Roseville Auto Mall, Wilton
Rancheria, Kaiser Permanente,
Five Star Bank, Southwest
Airlines, Atlas Disposal, UPS,
iHeart Media, Paratransit, and
Elite Power. In addition, the
Airshow is grateful for the many
volunteers, aviation profes-
sionals, public safety agencies
and community supporters who
helped make this event possible.
For event highlights, photos and
information about the Airshow's
year-round programs, visit Www.
CaliforniaCapital Airshow.com.
About California Capital
Airshow
Established in 2004, the
California Capital Airshow is
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to honoring the
Sacramento region's rich aviation
heritage, recognizing veterans
and inspiring the next generation
through the power and magic
of flight. In addition to produc-
ing one of the region's premier
aviation events, the organiza-
tion supports youth development
through aviation and STEM
scholarships, educational out-
reach, internships, mentorships
and charitable community part-
nerships. Learn more at www.
CaliforniaCapital Airshow.com. %
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Craig and Arina Pfaff hold their two children, Kaylee (4) and Malina
(8 months), as the United States Air Force Thunderbirds fly overhead. Photo

by Rick Sloan
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Civil Air Patrol cadets pose for a group photo while assisting with event
operations at the California Capital Airshow, where volunteers helped
support the weekend's festivities. Photo by Rick Sloan



