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Light at the end of the tunnel: 
Excitement builds around 
Auburn’s new fire headquarters 
BY WALTER BIRD

I t has been a long time coming. 
When the town finally cuts the 
ribbon and opens the door to 

a brand-new fire headquarters at 
10 Prospect Street, it will mark 
the culmination of several years 
of planning; unforeseen delays be-
cause of COVID; and most of all, 
the combined efforts and support 
of town officials and residents to 
build just the third fire station in 
100-plus years. 

“I mean, it’s going to be amaz-
ing,” longtime Fire Chief Stephen 
Coleman said during a recent 
walkthrough at the construction 
site.

The new station, expected to be 
completed in December 2027, will 
become the headquarters, which 
is currently situated at 47 Auburn 
Street, near the Auburn Mall. That 
building will stay in play as Station 
2. 

The new, $31-million, two-story, 
27,000 square-foot headquarters 
will replace the current Station 2 
on West Street, although the fire 
training facility will remain. 

Among the features at the town’s 
new crown jewel fire station will be 
a fitness center; training classroom 
that will accommodate 75 people; 
new Emergency Operations Cen-
ter (EOC); EOC conference room; 

administrative offices; five, double-
deep bays for fire apparatus; a 
self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA) compressor room, storage 
mezzanine; double-deep mechan-
ics shop for the department’s two 
full-time mechanics; and a carport 
for fire administrators and staff. 

Oh, and given that the new 

building is being built on the site 
of a former town staple, Chuck’s 
Steakhouse, Coleman said they are 
looking at how to feature one of 
the 4-feet-by-8-feet signs from the 
old restaurant as “a nod within the 

AUBURN
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From left: Auburn Fire Chief Stephen Coleman, Deputy Chief Glenn Johnson, and Firefighter 
and President of IAFF Local 4157 Nick Fairbanks at the construction site. Photo by Walter Bird

Adrian’s Army stands 
with young athlete as 
he battles cancer
BY WALTER BIRD

Webster’s Adrian Roman’s 
battle against cancer, as 
reported previously by The 

YankeeXpress, continues, taking a 
turn his family had hoped to avoid. 

But he is not going it alone. 
On Wednesday, October. 7, 

13-year-old Adrian, a talented 
young athlete who was diagnosed 

in July with osteosarcoma, under-
went surgery to remove part of his 
right leg above the knee. It was, 
doctors had determined, the best 
chance to help remove the cancer. 

The surgery, his mom Katlynn 
Roman told The YankeeXpress, went 

ADRIAN
continued on page 3 

Adrian Roman is greeted by opposing players and the referee.
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station.”
Health and safety were a major 

focus during planning, Coleman 
said, noting cross-contamination 
is a big concern at the West Street 
Station, which, to be fair, isn’t 
so much a fire station as it is a 
converted elementary school. The 
only renovations to that building, 
in fact, were three garage doors in-
stalled in front of the old cafeteria.

“It was never designed to be a 
fire station in the first place,” Cole-
man said. 

At West Street, when crews re-

turn from a call, they walk through 
the kitchen to get to laundry facili-
ties, meaning the risk of contami-
nation is high.

He recounted a call to a property 
infested with bed bugs. 

“Crews left with bed bugs all over 
them,” the chief said. “Members had 
to basically strip down to their un-
derwear on the apparatus floor, bag 
everything up, and walk through the 
kitchen. There was no proper place 
to bring contaminated and hazard-
ous material back to the building.”

The new building will, of course, 
feature separate cold (clean/living 
area), warm (transition/decon-
tamination area) and hot (high 

contamination area) zones.
“It’s huge,” said Nick Fairbanks, 

a full-time firefighter who first 
joined AFD as a call firefighter in 
2015. Now president of the local 
union that represents the Auburn 
firefighters, International As-
sociation of Fire Fighters (IAFF) 
Auburn MA Permanent Firefight-
ers Local 4157, Fairbanks said, “We 
can all breathe easier. The chief 
always had our backs on that.”

Coleman, Fairbanks, and 
Deputy Chief Glenn Johnson all 
referenced the department’s efforts 
in dealing with so-called “forever 
chemicals” such as per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS. 

“I think we’re one of the only de-
partments where, early on, we had 
two sets of gear,” Fairbanks said.

Coleman said all new equip-
ment the department purchases is 
PFAS-rated.

The new headquarters, he said, 
was designed with an emphasis on 
the health and safety of firefighters. 

It will also be prepared to embrace 
current and future technologies. 

For example, Johnson said, the 
new station will be outfitted with 
a drone launch on the roof, which 
he and Coleman said will give first 
responders an advantage when 
rolling out on an emergency call.

“From a 911 call, they can 
launch the drone right to the call,” 
Johnson said. “It gives you eyes on 
the scene. You know what you’re 
going into. Depending on the 
drone, it also has the capability to 
drop different things on the scene 
ahead of time.”

It is, he continued, fairly newer 
technology, adding Auburn would 
be one of the first departments in 
the area to utilize it. 

The new station will also be 
outfitted to accommodate electric 
fire vehicles, said Coleman, noting 
the department currently does not 
have any electric apparatus. 

Coleman, Johnson, and Fair-
banks all made a point to recognize 
Auburn residents for their over-
whelming support of the project as 

well as the different town admin-
istrations, currently led by Town 
Manager Dori Vecchio. 

“We’re very excited and en-
thusiastic for what’s to come,” 
Fairbanks said. “We’re grateful for 
the townspeople for supporting us 
and everybody at town hall. We’re 
excited to move in.”

Johnson, too, gave a nod to 
the progress made, which he 
credited to the synergy between 
all involved, including Castagna 
Construction, whose bid came in 
more than $3 million under the to-
tal project budget; Owner’s Project 
Management (OPM) LeftField; and 
Tecton Architects. 

“Everybody works well together,” 
Johnson said. “Everybody is 
focused on providing a really nice 
fire station. It’s great to see.”

Said Coleman: “We are running 
a modern-day fire rescue agency. 
We’re doing a lot of things right. A 
lot of other fire departments look 
at us to see what we’re doing. To be 
able to have a facility that matches 
the level of service we provide and 
the technology we’re using, is a 
great feeling.”

More information about the 
project is available at www.
auburnma.gov on the Fire Station 
Building Committee page. W

Aerial views of construction of the Auburn Fire Department’s new headquarters at the site of the former Chuck’s Steakhouse, 10 Prospect St. 
Courtesy of the Town of Auburn
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continued from page 1

well. Adrian was recovering in the 
pediatric intensive care unit and 
was “in great spirits and ready to 
get up and get moving.”

In the days immediately after the 
surgery, Adrian was already stand-
ing up using a walker and doing 
“amazing,” according to his mom.

Through it all, one thing is cer-
tain: Adrian is not alone. 

In fact, he quite literally has his 
own army in his corner: Adrian’s 
Army.

A standout football player in the 
Oxford-Webster Youth Football 
and Cheer Organization, Adrian’s 
team and the community have 
rallied around him. Friends and 
well-wishers have donned Adrian’s 
Army T-shirts, and he is riding 
the crest of a wave of support he 
carries with him in his fight against 
cancer. 

“I’m really grateful that I have 
such a great community around 
me,” Adrian said roughly four days 
before his surgery as he sat on the 
sidelines of the football field at 
Oxford High School watching his 
team battle a rival. “I have so many 
people around me that support 
me.”

On that day, Adrian, bundled up 
and wearing a mask, led his team 
out onto the field in a wheelchair, 

flanked by friends and teammates, 
and carrying the team flag. Fans in 
the stands honked air horns, yelled 
and cheered, and many of them 
wore Adrian’s Army T-shirts. 

In the announcer’s booth, 
league President Bobby Poirier 
announced Adrian’s name and led 
fans in giving him a rousing show 
of support. 

“It’s the worst thing any par-
ent can go through,” said Poirier, 

who has been 
president for 
nine of his 10 
years involved 
with the league. 
“We have a lot 
of kids we feel 
responsible for. 
It’s something no kid should be go-
ing through. We want to make sure 
we’re there to support him anyway 
we can.”

Ryder Chevalier is one of 
Adrian’s best friends, and a team-
mate on the Oxford-Webster 
Pirates. He was there the day his 
friend complained of the unbear-

able pain in his leg. He was 
there hours later when they 
learned it was likely cancer. 
And he is there now, by his 
friend’s side.

“It has been hard con-
sidering he had so much 
potential to play in all 
sports,” Ryder said. “I can’t 
believe it happened to him, 
especially. But I just tell him 
to keep going, never give up 
on your sports dreams no 
matter what. Keep fighting 
no matter what.”

For his part, Adrian ap-
pears nowhere close to giv-

ing up on those dreams. Once he 
is strong enough after the surgery, 
another 20 cycles of chemotherapy 
will start up again. He’ll learn how 
to use a prosthetic. And, he said, 
he’ll play sports again.

“I’m going to be OK,” he said. 
“Hopefully, I’ll still play basket-
ball and baseball. I’m being taken 
care of by really good doctors and 
nurses. I’ll finish chemo, I’ll get my 
prosthetic, and I’m just going to be 
ready to go after that.”

To financially help the family, 
Adrian’s older sister Beatriz has 
created a GoFundMe page: gofund-
me.com/f/adrians-fight-against-
osteosarcoma W

Clockwise from left: Adrian Roman with his family; Adrian Roman receives well wishes from 
coaches and teammates; Adrian Roman greets his teammates before a recent game.
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Auburn’s great pumpkin patch
BY MARTHA AKSTIN

Nan Johnson, a long-time con-
gregant of the First Congre-
gational Church in Auburn, 

was staffing one shift at the check-
out table for the church’s annual 
fundraiser: the sale of hundreds 
of pumpkins and gourds ranging 
from tiny elf houses to star gourds, 
to swan gourds, to bird houses to 

mushroom tops to warties to sugar 
pumpkins to the big fella tradition-
al-looking pumpkins that are just 
waiting to be carved into jack-o-
lanterns. The latter are sold by their 
girth, not by their weight, using a 
special tape measure marked off in 
inches and dollars.

Grown by the Navajo Nation in 
New Mexico and trucked up in an 
18-wheeler, pallets and pallets of 
the vegetables arrived at the church 
on September 19. The gourds were 
unloaded by an all-hands-on-deck 
crew of volunteers including Boy 
Scout Troop 101, students from 
Auburn High School’s National 
Honor Society, and of course 
church members and their families 
and friends.

“Someone is here every day, 
seven days a week from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., rain or shine,” explained 
Johnson about the sale hours. 
She said it is one of the church’s 
largest fundraisers, with proceeds 

split between the 
Navajo Nation and 
this quintessential, 
white-spired New 
England church.

Johnson said the 
church’s relation-
ship with the Navajo 
goes back almost 
20 years. “I have a 
photograph of my 
grandson among the 
pumpkins when he 
was about 2. And 
he’s 18 now,” said 
Johnson.

The pumpkins will 
be on sale through 
October 31. And 
then what becomes 
of the pumpkins 
that no one wants? 
“Well, we used to bring them to 
pig farms,” said Johnson, “but there 
aren’t any of those around any-
more.”

So, the pumpkins will be trucked 
to dairy or cattle farms. “The cows 
get them now,” said Johnson. “They 
love them.”

Waste not, want not – a great 
tradition carried on by frugal New 
Englanders. W

Nan Johnson in the middle of the pumpkin patch. Photo by Martha Akstin

Oxford hosts bulk drop-off days for town residents

The Oxford Department of 
Public Works will host two 
bulk-item drop-off days for 

town residents (no businesses). You 
must present proof of residency. 
The maximum vehicle size is a one-
ton truck. Households are limited 
to two loads, which will be checked 
and recorded at the gate.

Drop-off dates will be strictly 
enforced: 

Saturday, October 31: Residents 
north of Charlton Street/Sutton 
Avenue. 
Saturday, November 7: Residents 
south of Charlton Street/Sutton 
Avenue. 
Time: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

If you are unable to make your 
scheduled drop-off day, call the 
Dept. of Public Works before Oc-
tober 29 at 508-987-6006 to switch 
your Saturday only. If you arrive on 
the wrong day, you will be denied 
access to the drop-off.

There will be no charge during 
bulk drop-off days.

Location: Casella Transfer 
Station, 200 Leicester St., North 
Oxford. 

If you have questions about what 
is accepted, call Casella at 508-892-
1219 

For more information, call the 
Oxford Department of Public 
Works at 508-987-6006. W
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The family conversation your estate plan is waiting for

Finishing your estate plan is 
a big step, but failing to notify 
the people involved can lead 
to confusion and complica-
tions when it’s time to use it.  
Since the events that bring 
those plans into action, such 
as an accident, serious illness 
or hospitalization, rarely come 

with a warning, talking with 
your family about your estate 
plan before a crisis occurs can 
provide clarity and help reduce 
uncertainty, conflict and stress 
later

Would your loved ones know 
what to do?

About half  of  Americans 
turning 65 today will need 
some form of  long-term care, 
according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Health and Human 
Services. If  you became unable 
to make medical or financial 
decisions, documents such as 
powers of  attorney and ad-
vance directives can help ensure 
someone you trust can step in. 
Just as important is making sure 
your loved ones know those 
documents exist and where to 
find them. Without access to 
them, even close family mem-
bers may be unable to access 
bank accounts, pay bills or 
make medical decisions on your 
behalf  without going through 
a court.

Who should be included in an 
estate plan conversation?

When you’re ready to talk 
with loved ones, start with 
anyone named in a formal role 
in your estate plan, such as a 
financial power of  attorney, 
health care proxy, trustee or 
executor. You may also want to 
include family members who 
are likely to be involved in your 
care or inherit assets.

Think about the dynamics 
of  your family as you plan the 
conversation. Some families 
are comfortable discussing ev-
erything together, while others 
communicate more effectively 
through smaller group discus-
sions or one-on-one conversa-
tions.

What should your family 
know about your estate plan?

Start with your values and 
the goals behind your decisions. 
Explaining what matters most 
to you can help family mem-
bers better understand your 
wishes.

From there, review practical 
details, including who serves 
in key roles, where important 
documents are stored and how 
to contact your estate-planning 
attorney. You may also want to 
discuss your care preferences if  
you were to lose independence 
and any decisions that family 
members might find surprising. 
For example, if  inheritances 
will not be divided equally, 
sharing your reasoning now 
may help prevent misunder-
standings later.

Most importantly, leave time 
for questions. The goal is not to 
cover every possible scenario in 
a single meeting. It’s to create 
understanding and give loved 
ones confidence about what 
matters to you.

If  a single conversation feels 
overwhelming, consider break-
ing it into a few shorter discus-
sions over time.

Need help starting the con-
versation?

Many people worry about 

how family members will react 
or feel unsure about where to 
begin. A financial advisor can 
help you prepare for the con-
versation and, in some cases, 
facilitate it. Having a neutral 
third party involved can help 
keep discussions productive 
and ensure everyone leaves 
with greater clarity about your 
wishes.

Contact Catherine today to 
discuss this topic or any of  your 
financial goals.  

Catherine Harrington
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
11 Millbrook Street
Worcester, MA  508-755-1213
Catherine.Harrington@
edwardjones.com

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  
this article.

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Provided by Edward Jones

Catherine Harrington
Financial Advisor
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ETIQUETTE EXPRESS: Making everyday interactions better

Can we talk about that?
Etiquette & Leadership Coach, helping people show up with confidence, kindness, and credibility.
BY LEE-ANN BARKHOUSE

As we settle into the fall 
season, calendars start fill-
ing up with family dinners, 

community events, and holiday 
plans. Just a reminder that we’ve 
all heard the advice to avoid poli-
tics, religion, and money in polite 
conversation. Of course, those 
subjects still come up, especially 
with people we know well. Most 
of us have been asked a question 
we’d rather not answer or drawn 
into a debate we didn’t intend 
to have. Here are a few ways to 

handle those moments graciously.

Q. Are politics, religion, and 
money still considered off 
limits?

A. Not always. A thought-
ful conversation with a 
friend is different from 

putting someone on the spot at a 
dinner party. Pay attention to the 
setting and the people involved. 
If someone seems reluctant to 
join in, move on.

Q. A family member often 
asks what I paid for 
things or how much 

money I make. They start with, 
“If you don’t mind me asking,” 
but later make comments about 
my spending or income. How can 
I respond tactfully?

A. It’s okay to say that you 
do mind. Try, “I’d rather 
not get into the price, and 

I’m happy with my purchase.” If 
they ask about your income, you 
can say, “I prefer to keep that 
private.” Say it pleasantly, then 

move the conversation along. If 
they keep asking, you don’t need 
a new explanation. “I’d rather not 
discuss it” is enough.

Q. How do I disagree with 
someone without sound-
ing disrespectful?

A. Let them finish before 
you respond and make 
sure you understand 

what they mean. You might say, 
“I can see why you feel strongly 
about that. I see it differently.” 
Then share your view without 
assuming you know their reasons 
or trying to win them over. A 
question such as “What led you 
to that opinion?” can keep the 
conversation going. “How could 
you believe that?” usually shuts 
it down. And if neither of you 
changes your mind, it’s perfectly 
fine to agree to disagree.

Q. What if someone won’t 
drop a subject I don’t 
want to discuss?

A. Be a little more direct: 
“I know this matters to 
you, but I prefer to not 

discuss.” Then change the subject. 
If they bring it up again, it’s fine 
to excuse yourself.

ETIQUETTE TIP OF THE MONTH
“If you don’t mind me asking” 

can be a warning that a personal 
question is coming. If you’re on 
the receiving end, take a moment 

before answering. It’s perfectly 
fine to say, “Actually, I’d rather 
keep that private,” and move on. 
You don’t owe anyone a reason.

If you’re the one asking, be 
prepared to hear no. Accept the 
answer with a warm “Of course,” 
and change the subject. Respect-
ing someone’s privacy helps them 
feel at ease with you, even when 
the conversation takes an unex-
pected turn.

Until next month, be kind, be 
thoughtful, and remember that 
the smallest acts of consideration 
often leave the greatest impres-
sion.

Warm regards,
Lee-Ann 

Have a situation you’d like help 
with? Write in or email (info@
investinuma.com) and your ques-
tion may be featured in a future 
column. Let’s build a kinder, more 
respectful world, one interaction 
at a time.

Lee-Ann Barkhouse is the 
founder of Invest in U, where she 
helps individuals and organiza-
tions build confidence, profession-
alism, and meaningful connec-
tions. She is a certified etiquette 
trainer, board-certified health 
& wellness coach, and workshop 
facilitator who inspires people to 
communicate with confidence, 
strengthen relationships, and show 
up as their best selves. Learn more 
at www.investinuma.com. W

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and 
Board Certified Hearing 
Instruments Specialists

Call today to schedule 
your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing 

Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

Nicolopoulos 
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5 Harback Road
Sutton, MA 01590
508-865-3713

www.nicolopoulosplumbingandheating.com Lic. #MPL 15663

•Heating Repairs & Installations•Heating Repairs & Installations
•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements•Plumbing Repairs & Replacements

•HVAC Repairs & Replacements•HVAC Repairs & Replacements
•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning•Remodels   •Drain Cleaning

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

- 24 Hour Emergency Service -

NO JOBNO JOB
TOO TOO 

SMALLSMALL

NOW SERVICING OIL SYSTEMS!!

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment
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Nine ballot questions to appear 
on November ballots
Published by the Secretary of 

the Commonwealth William 
F. Galvin’s Election Division 

office, the official 2026 Informa-
tion for Voters book (also known 
as the Red Book) was recently 
mailed to each voter’s resi-
dential address as well as 
public locations through-
out the state.

The Red Book contains 
information on each of the 
nine statewide questions 
that will appear on the No-
vember 3, 2026, State Elec-
tion ballot. These nine bind-
ing questions are the most 
that voters have ever been 
asked to consider. Included in 
the publication is a summary 
of each proposal, the full text 
of the proposed/existing law, 
statements describing the ef-
fect of a yes or a no vote, and 
brief arguments for and against 
each question.

Limited additional copies of 
the Red Book may be available 
at city and town halls, at some 
libraries, or by calling Galvin’s 
Elections Division at 800.462.8683 
or Citizen Information Service at 

800.392.6090.
Question 1: Expanding the 

Public Records Law
Question 2: Collective Bargain-

ing for CPCS Employees

Question 3: State Primary Elec-
tions

Question 4: Election Day Reg-
istration

Question 5: State Revenue 

Limit & Rebate
Question 6: Natural Resource 

Conservation Fund
Question 7: Single Family 

Homes
Question 8: Prohibit Retail 

Sale of Adult Recreational Use 
Marijuana

Question 9: Firearms Regula-
tion

With so many questions, 
ballots in most communities 
are expected to be two to three 
pages long. The length of each 
community’s ballot will depend 
on the number of offices and 
candidates running in that com-
munity, whether the ballot must 
be printed in more than one 
language, and any local ques-
tions that may be added to the 
ballot by the city or town. Be-
cause of the complexity of the 
questions, Galvin encourages 
voters to take notes in the Red 
Book and bring it with them 

when they go to the polls.
Be informed. Take time to read 

each question and understand 
its impact. And then go vote on 
Tuesday, November 3. W

Deacon John Phillips: A role 
model for active citizenship
As we approach the Novem-

ber 3 election day, let’s recall 
the example of Sturbridge 

resident Deacon John Phillips – a 
farmer, deacon, and militiaman 
of 1776, who thought it a citizen’s 
duty to vote in the elections for his 
nation’s chief executives.

He did that duty the first time 
when George Washington’s name 
was on the ballot, and the last 
when Abraham Lincoln was among 
the candidates. In 1864 at 104 years 
of age, his 79-year-old son drove 
him into town.

In an account given by one of 
the deacon’s neighbors, “he rode 
from home, two miles, to our Town 

Hall...to cast this vote. He entered 
it between two unfurled flags of 
his country, bearing on the Stars 
and Stripes; all within, at the same 
time rising, with uncovered heads, 
to do him homage. And when of-
fered two votes [ballots] to take his 
choice, he said, ‘I vote for Abraham 
Lincoln’.”

The President, upon hearing 
this story, wrote to Phillips: “I 
have heard of the incident at the 
polls in your town, in which you 
bore so honored a part, and I take 
the liberty of writing to you to 
express my personal gratitude for 
the compliment paid me by the 
suffrage of a citizen so venerable. 

The example of such devotion to 
civic duties in one whose days have 
already extended an average life-
time beyond the Psalmists’ limit, 
cannot but be valuable and fruitful. 
It is not for myself only, but for the 
country which you have in your 
sphere served so long and so well, 
that I thank you...”  

Phillips died on February 25, 
1865.

Yankee Xpress thanks the 
Sturbridge Historical Society for 
allowing us to reprint this inspiring 
article from its recent newsletter 
about a 104-year-old man - and 
his 79-year-old son – who, in 1864, 
rode two miles into town to vote. W
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Surrounded by love, 13-year-old 
Webster athlete determined to 
score victory over cancer
BY WALTER BIRD

Last year, 13-year-old Adrian 
Roman’s youth football team 
went undefeated and won the 

Super Bowl. As a two-way player, 
a running back on offense and 
a safety on defense, he enjoyed 
a pretty successful campaign. A 
pick-6 interception on defense and 

a couple of touchdowns on offense 

were among the highlights. He was 

certainly looking forward to one 
last year with the team this year 
before heading into high school 
next year. 

On a recent early Wednesday 
night, the sun shining its light 
down and temperatures comfort-
ably in the low 70s, Adrian sat in 
a wheelchair, a mask covering his 
mouth and nose, in a grassy area 
underneath a large tree not far 
from the field where his younger 
brother Alex was practicing 
football.

Adrian’s mother Katlynn and 
father Hector were with him. His 
younger sister, 7-year-old Bella, 
twirled around the tree, at times 
leaning against her mom. 

If life had gone as planned, 
Adrian, an athlete with a burning 
passion for many sports, prob-
ably would have been at football 
practice. When football season 
was done, he’d be gearing up for 

basketball in the winter, followed 
by baseball and track and field in 
the spring. 

But life hasn’t gone as planned. 
Not one bit. 

Earlier this year, around May, he 

complained to his parents about 
pain in his right leg. The family as-

sumed it was a sports injury, given 

he is always playing one sport 
or the other on a team or with 
friends. Maybe, Katlynn suggested, 

it was a pulled muscle. 
Then, one day in July, Adrian 

came into their house from playing 

outside with friends. The pain was 

unbearable.
“I ended up taking him to the 

hospital because he was crying,” 
Katlynn said. 

Initial tests led to news Adrian 
and his family never expected to 
hear: Doctors believed he had 
osteosarcoma, an aggressive form 
of bone cancer, most common in 

Adrian Roman. Photo by Walter Bird

ROMAN
continued on page 2 

Charlton residents 
push Select Board to 
reconsider Flock 
license plate readers
BY RILEY FRANKIAN

A debate over privacy, pub-
lic safety and government 
oversight of automated license 

plate readers has intensified in 
Charlton, with more than 160 
residents signing a petition calling 

on town officials to reconsider the 

community’s use and planned ex-
pansion of Flock Safety cameras.

The issue came before the Charl-

ton Select Board Sept. 8 and again 

on Sept. 22 after resident Michelle 

Chalmers raised concerns about 
the town’s use of Flock automatic 
license plate reader, (ALPR) tech-

nology.
The Select Board tabled the mat-

ter to be further considered at the 
upcoming Special Town Meeting, 
which is scheduled for Monday, 
Oct. 19, at 7 p.m. at the Charlton 
Middle School Auditorium, 2 
Oxford Rd. A citizen’s petition re-
garding ALPRs is included on this 

meeting’s warrant as Article 15. 
At the Sept. 8 meeting, Chalmers 

told the select board that approxi-

Bites, Books and 
Blooms gala returns to 
Gladys Kelly Library
BY ELIZABETH PROCTER-GRAY

For the fourth year in a row, 
the Gladys Kelly Library in 
Webster will host its annual 

fundraising event showcasing the 
talents of the area’s local florists and 

creative artists. 
Elaine Davies, chair of the 

Bites, Books and Blooms planning 

committee, was instrumental in 
beginning this event three years 
ago. After admiring the Art in 
Bloom displays at the Worcester 

Art Museum and elsewhere, Davies 

thought, “Why not invite people 
to apply floral representation to fa-

vorite books or poems and display 

them at the library for the commu-

nity to admire?” 
That is how Books and Blooms 

began, but what about Bites? “If 
you want to have a fundraiser, 
of course you have to have good 
food,” continued Davies. Just like 
last year, that means delicious hot 

In Dudley, Koebke family 
making a difference in 
farming for generations
BY WALTER BIRD

It’s easy to forget, when you’re 
making your way across the 
fields at Walnut Lane Farm in 

Dudley, that you are mere minutes 

away from a bustling downtown, 
and not that much farther away 
from the second-largest city in 
New England. That would be 
Worcester. 

In fact, feeling the ground 
crunch beneath your feet as you 
walk under a sprawling sky that 
on this day allowed both the  sun 
and clouds to share equal billing 
with only a view of farmland and 
cattle in your immediate sight, 
you may have thought  you’d  been 

transported to somewhere in the 
Midwest, circa the 1800s or early 
1900s. 

In one fenced-in area, several 
beef cattle (the family farmed 
dairy cows until around 2017) bus-

ily grazed away, ignorant to their 
ultimate destination, and equally 
unaware of the vital role they play 

for a farm that has been in opera-
tion for well over 100 years. 

Jim Koebke is the fourth genera-

tion of Koebke farmers in Dudley, 

working the farm off of the aptly-
named Koebke Road started by his 

great-grandfather, a German im-
migrant, in 1910. He does so with 
his wife Krisanne and their three 
sons, Gus, Nolan, and Curtis. 

They are a self-proclaimed 
“mom and pop farm.” Their farm 
and adjacent land do not stretch as 

far as some farms in the Midwest 
may reach, but what they do is 
fiercely personal, rooted in tradi-
tion and a commitment to healthy 

farming, and dedicated to serving 
the town they call home and 
neighboring communities. 

Koebke freely admits some 
changes will likely have to be made 

to secure the farm’s long-term vi-
ability, even if some of it is admit-
tedly out of his comfort zone. 

But what they do now, they do 
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Koebke family from left: Gus, Nolan, Krisanne, Jim, and Curtis.

Photo by Walter Bird

A Book in Bloom by Deb Horan of Booklover’s Gourmet: 

“Song of the Flower XXIII” by Khalil Gibran.

THANK YOU to these local businesses and 
location for supporting Community News!

Would you like to carry The YankeeXpress at 
your business? Email Jen Schofield today!

Jenschofield@localtownpages.com

AUBURN

A Great Notion.................................................. 65 Southbridge Street
Weepin Willies.......................................................... 64 Auburn Street
Herbal Life................................................................. 64 Auburn Street
Root & Press Café.............................................163 Washington Street 

(Inside Lundgren Honda)
Town of Auburn Recreation and Culture...................104 Central Street 
Auburn Town Hall.....................................................104 Central Street
Library............................................................ 369 Southbridge Street
Senior Center..............................................................4 Goddard Drive 
Auburn Police Station............................................... 416 Oxford Street
Park 'n Shop.................................................... 711 Southbridge Street

OXFORD

Half Baked & Fully Roasted.........................................578 Main Street
Oxford Market, Deli & Catering....................................676 Main Street
Hometown Liquors.....................................................240 Main Street
Oxford Package...........................................................331 Main Street
Veranda Café............................................................. 6 Charlton Street
Slice of Heaven............................................................273 Main Street
DJ's Sports Cards..............................................................5 Sutton Ave
Oxford Senior Center...................................................323 Main Street
Robbins Garden Center...................................................28 Sutton AveFREELANCE WRITERS WANTED!

Do you have a talent for engaging writing that informs and 
inspires? We are looking for locals interested in telling stories 

important to the area. Please submit writing samples to 
martha@localtownpages.com
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Mastering the fairway
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Having a father who had a 
passion for golf as well as 
a membership at Green 

Hill Golf Course in Worcester, 
Auburn’s Aidan Donohue was 
teeing off at the tender age of two 
years old. As soon as he stepped 
onto the greens, Donohue fell in 
love with the game and has been 
playing it ever since.

By the time he was 10 years 
old, he was playing on the Junior 
PGA as well as playing US Kids 
Golf Tours with his dad, caddying 
for him. When he began winning 
tournaments, the young golfer 
realized that he was actually 
pretty good.

“I was working on making 
myself a well-rounded golfer go-
ing out with my dad,” Donohue 
said. “It was great companionship 
playing together.”

As high school got closer 
Donohue knew that he wanted 
to play for Auburn. But since 
the school did not have a junior 
varsity team, he knew that he 
would have to play well to make 
the varsity team. According to 
his father, all he was hoping to do 
was make the team and be able to 
help them.

Not only did he make the team, 
but he inserted himself into the 
lineup right away. 

“As a freshman he shot a 35 on 
the first day of tryouts,” Auburn 
Coach Rob Kemp said. “Almost 
immediately he was contending 
for that top spot.”

Although he was vying for 

a spot on the starting lineup, 
Donohue realized that it might 
not come to fruition in his fresh-
man season. 

“The coach had told me prior 
that freshmen usually don’t start, 
but since I continued to play well, 
I got to start and had a hole-in-
one during my second match,” 
Donohue said. “I had never had a 
hole-in-one and at first, it didn’t 
go in, just rolled around. It was 
great feeling.”

Donohue continued to battle 
Mikey Jocelyn throughout the 
year for that number one position 
for the Rockets, with both golfers 
shooting in the mid-30s. By the 
time the season ended, Donohue 
was the CMAC League Cham-
pion, shooting a 75.

“My freshman season was 
successful and I believe I ac-
complished everything that I 
wanted to, except play well at the 
Districts,” he said.

Following his freshman cam-
paign, he went on to capture the 
club championship at Green Hill, 
becoming the youngest golfer to 
do so since 1929. Donohue even 
defeated Bruce Carter, someone 
who has won numerous club 
championships over multiple 
courses. 

“Aidan knew that his biggest 
challenge going in was Bruce, but 
he knew that he still had a good 
chance of winning,” his father 
Brendan said. “Over the two days 
he shot a 77 and 73 on the par 72 
course, so when he won it was a 
surprise, but it wasn’t a surprise.”

Winning a club champion-
ship is a big deal, especially for a 

15-year-old golfer. Now his name 
is up on the clubhouse wall. 

Behind the play of Donohue 
and Jocelyn, the Auburn golfers 
went undefeated last fall and are 
looking to improve upon their 
play this year. Donohue believes 
that Auburn has a talented team 
coming into the season, but his 
coach sees a well-rounded team 
behind his top two golfers.

“There is a lot of depth behind 
these two this year,” Kemp said. 
“I feel that this is our year and 
we could make a run hopefully 
into the State Tournament. Last 
year in the MIAA Division 1 
West Sectionals we tied for 29th, 
shooting a 16 over par for an 88 
average.”

This year Donohue will be 
teeing off with Sam Shea, another 
sophomore. Shea was in the sev-
enth and eighth position last fall, 
but drastically improved his game 
and has moved up to play with 
Donohue.

Although Donohue is currently 
slated as the team’s top golfer, the 
sophomore believes that he must 
play up to his game and keep 
pace with the senior Jocelyn.

“I’ve got to keep up with 
Mikey, who shoots around 36,” 
Donohue said. “If I can do that 
this year then I’ll feel real good 
and should be able to make it 
back to the Districts and play 
good.”

Once the season is over for the 
Rockets, Donohue will continue 
to play as much golf as he can 
until the snow starts to fly. Once 
winter sets in, Donohue and his 
father will hit the simulators until 
the warmer weather returns.

As for the future, Donohue will 
take golf with the Rockets one 
year at a time. When he was in 
middle school, he just wanted to 

make the high school team. Now 
as a high school golfer he wants 
to play well enough for an oppor-
tunity to play in college. Follow-
ing college, the next step would 
be the Pros, but he’s not thinking 
that far ahead.

“Playing in the PGA would 

be absolutely great, it would be 
wonderful,” Donohue said. “But 
I am definitely not thinking that 
far ahead. Right now, it’s all about 
high school and helping Auburn 
win a championship.” W

SPORTS
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Aidan Donohue proudly holds up his hole-in-one shot.



October 23, 2026  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   9

TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

Southern Vermont College’s ghostly tenants
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

Southern Vermont College’s 
main architectural attrac-
tion, the Everett Mansion, 

has some very interesting and 
historical ghosts roaming its vast 
halls; namely Edward Everett 
himself. Edward Everett was born 
on May 18, 1851. He began his 
career as a bottle salesman for 
his stepfather, but soon became 
shareholder, then owner of the 
American Bottle Company. His 
company would later merge with 
another perennial glass manu-
facturer called Corning. This 
later became the Owens-Corning 
Fiberglass Company.

In 1910, Everett purchased 500 
acres along the slopes of Mount 
Anthony and began construction 
on his summer villa. From 1911 
to 1914, work crews meticulously 
toiled under the architectural 
direction of George Totten, one 
of the Gilded Age’s most skilled 
architects.

The 27-room mansion was 
furnished in lavish Victorian 
décor with parquet floors of vari-
ous beautiful designs in different 
wood. No expense was spared 
in creating this beautiful manor 
where the Everett family could 
spend their summers overlooking 
the Green Mountains. The house 
cost $2 million to construct. 
Not a lot of money when you 
figure Mr. Everett’s wealth was 
somewhere between $40 and $50 
million.

He called his home “Orchard 
House,” as it was surrounded by 
one of the largest apple orchards 
in the country. About 75,000 ap-
ple trees, along with 3,000 plum 
trees and 2,000 quince trees were 
planted by Mr. Everett’s workers. 
Edward, his wife Amy and their 

three daughters moved into the 
house in 1915. In 1917, his wife 
tragically died after a prolonged 
illness.

He later met Grace Burnap 
who was 30 years younger than 
him. They married in 1920 and 
had two daughters together. 
Edward died in April,1929 at the 
age of 77. Grace lived in the man-
sion until 1952 before selling it to 
the Order of the Holy Cross. The 
order subsequently exchanged 
properties with Southern Ver-
mont College, which was at the 
time named St. Joseph’s College.

The mansion now houses the 
administrative offices, library, 
bookstore, café, art gallery, mail 
room, dark room, and a class-
room. It also houses a few linger-
ing ghosts who do not mind 
making their presence known. 
Everett’s second wife Grace is 
seen gliding through the halls 
and rooms of the estate. Some 
claim that the spirit of Everett’s 
first wife also resides within the 
stone edifice. She is known as the 
“Lady in White” because she is 
seen wearing a white robe while 
floating through the manor. 
Edward’s ghost has also been fre-
quently reported in the house.

Other strange occurrences at 
the Everett estate comprise of 
wisps of smoke appearing out 
of nowhere, doorknobs turn-
ing, lights turning on and off by 
themselves, and doors that were 
previously locked mysteriously 
flying open. Shadows are seen 
crossing the halls and footsteps 
echo in the otherwise empty 
building.

The shade of a monk in a black 
robe has been witnessed floating 
around the perimeter of the cam-
pus. The property was a seminary 
once, so the presence of such a 

spirit would not be out of the 
ordinary. Many legends abound 
of the hooded figure as he roams 
the grounds, only to vanish be-
fore anyone can get close to him. 

The old carriage house became 
a computer lab. This is where a 
man in period clothing is seen 
wandering. Doors also lock by 
themselves and computers turn 
off suddenly. The carriage house 
used to accommodate the Ever-
ett’s Rolls Royce automobiles and 
served as living quarters for the 
coachmen. 

Arlene and I visited the college 
on a beautiful May afternoon. 
The manor looked much like 
it did in its heyday: the ornate 
woodwork, grand oak staircase, 
patios and stunning views of the 
surrounding area. The semester 
had ended and the empty halls 
and rooms afforded us an op-
portunity to take some photo-
graphs and record some audio. 
Although we did not capture any 
paranormal activity on camera or 
recorder, we did get an oppor-
tunity to chat with a few living 
people who were still on campus. 

They were gracious in sharing the 
stories of the college and its array 
of haunts. With the diverse array 
of ghostly activities, it must be a 

very exciting school both for the 
living and otherwise. W
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Home renovation, according to Luke

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

The kitchen renovation began 
with a sense of optimism. A 
new floor, new cabinets, and 

granite countertops promised our 
home the refresh it desperately 
needed. Boxes appeared. Furni-
ture shifted. The familiar became 
unfamiliar.

Luke was not impressed.
He sniffed the dusty boxes, 

surveyed the commotion, and then 
looked at me as if to say, Are you 
going to box me up, too?

My dog readers know this about 
me: I don’t like to leave my dog 
home alone. If there’s a way to take 
Luke along, I’ll gladly do it—even 
if it means bending a rule or two.

But this was Indian summer, the 
kind of warm September day when 
leaving a dog in a car, even with 
the windows cracked, is simply not 
an option. I looked at the boxes, 

then down at Luke, and could 
practically hear the question in his 
head.

You’re leaving?
I knew I had to soften the blow.
“Hold on, Luke. Mummy has a 

surprise for you. You’ve been such 
a good boy.”

I grabbed his shin bone and 
raced back into the kitchen, with 
Luke trotting close behind. Among 
the handful of things that had 
escaped the packing boxes was a 
jar of peanut butter.

Suddenly, my departure was 
ancient history.

Luke’s eyes locked onto the 
glorious picture of my hand frost-
ing his shin bone with a generous 
smear of peanut butter. His focus 
was laser sharp. He tracked every 
move, trotting beside me as I hur-
ried to place the gooey treasure on 
a towel.

His excitement over something 
as simple as peanut butter felt 
contagious. I happily shut the door 
behind me and left for work. Mis-
sion accomplished. I was about to 
(later) learn that food isn’t the only 
motivator to keep my dog happy.

I’m soooooo happy you came 

to see me!!!!! Wonderful people, 
minted with fresh new smells — 
and who rang the doorbell all day 
long — poured into our home. 

Ding Dong. Ding Dong. Luke 
never tired of a sound that meant 
one thing. Guests were coming 
over! He grabbed a sneaker, wig-
gled, did a tap dance, and greeted 
each contractor with a dog in need 
of training. Made ya’ look. He put 
down the sneaker to steal the oily 
rag that spilled from the plumber’s 
back pocket. I’m Luke! You can 
read about me in the paper, too! He 
made his presence obvious.

“What’s her name?” the plumber 
asked.

“It’s Luke,” I stated. But the 
background sound of my neigh-
bor’s tree cutter muffled the sound 
of my voice.

“Hi Lou!” The plumber rubbed 
the ears of what he thought was a 
female dog and accepted a forgiv-
ing paw. Neither of us had the 
heart to correct a man who was 
about to clean up our mess.

Want to see my upside-down 
kitchen? Lou led the plumber to 
a room that had become a tale of 
two kitchens, old and new. 

* * *
Weeks passed, and Luke came 

to realize there are worse things 
than a torn-apart kitchen. For one 
thing, given all the helping hands 
coming through our door, he was 
rarely alone.

Not only had my dog learned 
to make lemonade from lemons, 
but he had also discovered that 
renovations came with their own 
special perks.

Mom, have you seen that new 

piece of plywood? It smells just like 
a tree!

He was learning, too, to accept 
the differences in the world around 
him. The familiar sounds of our 
home had been replaced by drills, 
hammers, saws, and industrial 
fans. The kitchen he knew had dis-
appeared, only to be replaced by a 
strange new landscape filled with 
ladders, lumber, tools – and an 
endless parade of people to greet.

For Luke, it turned out, home 
renovation wasn’t about losing his 

familiar world.
It was about discovering a new 

one.
And if you ask Luke, every good 

renovation should come with pea-
nut butter, a few new friends, and 
plenty of opportunities to say:

“Ding Dong! Another guest to 
greet!” W

Write to Amy
amyleclaire@hotmail.com 
Visit Luke on IG @livingwith-

lukevalentino

        It’sHappening
                   in

Now is the Time to Experience Nature

Over 100 choices beckon you outside in the 
fresh air! Blossom with friends & family on 
guided walks, hikes, pedals, paddles, runs, 
events and more.

www.thelastgreenvalley.org
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REAL ESTATE

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

Mark Marzeotti
REALTOR®

Marzeotti Group
Mark.Marzeotti@LamacchiaRealty.com

(617) 519-1871
www.MarzeottiGroup.net

 
945 W Boylston Street
Worcester, MA 01606

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
Snowblower & Generator Repair

 Tractor Service • Tune-Ups & Repairs 
Pickup & Delivery  

Why so many sellers are cutting their price right now
Price cuts are turning up ev-

erywhere right now, and they 
read very differently depend-

ing on which side of the deal you’re 
on. Sellers tend to worry a cut 
means walking away with less than 
they hoped. Sometimes that’s true, 
but more often it just means the 

market 
moved 
faster 
than the 
listing did. 
Buyers, 
for their 
part, often 
assume a 
cut means 
some-
thing’s 
wrong 
with the 

house. Most of the time, that’s not 
the case. This is what’s actually 
driving all those price cuts, and 
why it matters regardless of which 
side of the deal you’re on.

Forty-two percent of homes for 
sale are now carrying a price cut. 
The share of sellers cutting their 
asking price has climbed every 
month for seven straight months. 
Today, more than four in 10 active 
listings have had at least one price 
cut, and the typical seller is cutting 
about $17,560 off their original 
number. 

It’s happening because with rates 
still elevated and with more homes 
to choose from, buyers can afford 
to wait for the right home in their 
budget. So, sellers who price at the 
higher end of market value end up 
adjusting down quite quickly.

What does that mean for you? 
If you’re selling, this isn’t a red 
flag. But it is a sign that pricing 
it right from day one is your best 
bet. Just know that the market’s 
been shifting fast enough this year 
that sometimes even a well-priced 
house can fall behind within a mat-
ter of weeks. If that happens to you, 
dropping your price to catch up to 

where pricing actually stands today 
tends to bring in more buyers and 
helps you sell closer to true market 
value.

If you’re buying, it’s easy to 
assume a price cut means some-
thing’s wrong with the house. But 
with cuts happening on more than 
four in 10 homes right now, the 
reality is, sellers are just catching 
up to where the market already is. 
And with affordability still tight, 
that’s exactly the kind of opening 
you need to get a better deal.

But why are sellers adjusting 
faster than before? Data shows 
that list prices are trending down 
nationally. That’s often a sign that 
sellers are pricing more realistically 
from the start instead of listing 
high and getting stuck cutting 
later. List prices have fallen about 
$26,000 from last year’s peak. Some 
of that decline is seasonal since list 
prices typically soften each winter 
before rebounding in the spring. 
So, expect asking prices to keep 

drifting a little lower before turning 
back around.

That is good news for buyers, 
who are seeing lower asking prices 
and more room to negotiate. With 
rates still elevated, buyers can only 
stretch so far. Sellers who meet 
them where they are instead of 
holding out for unrealistic prices 
are the ones getting to closing and 
doing that up front is always better 
than chasing the market later.

Buyers, you’ve got room to nego-
tiate again. At the same time, data 
shows sellers now outnumber buy-
ers by about 58 percent, the widest 
gap on record. That changes the 
power of who controls the market 
– and impacts how homeowners 
should price their house. Nation-
ally, about seven in 10 markets now 
favor buyers or are trending that 
way. For sellers, that means stand-
ing out matters as much as pricing. 
With more homes to choose from, 

buyers are comparing you directly 
against the competition. So, a little 
flexibility, like covering closing 
costs or being open on timing, can 
be what gets your house picked 
over another.

For buyers, it means more room 
to ask for a lower price, help with 
closing costs, repairs after inspec-
tion, or some combination of all 
three. That’s especially true for 
homes that have already sat for 
weeks, where sellers are often the 
most willing to talk.

Price cuts are a normal part of 
today’s housing market, and both 
buyers and sellers can use them to 
their advantage. Connect with a 
member of The Marzeotti Group or 
a trusted real estate professional to 
look at what’s actually happening 
with prices in your neighborhood, 
so you know exactly where you 
stand before you list or make an 
offer. W

Affordable Housing Opportunity
1 Ridge Rd., Auburn, MA 01501

Brand New Construction of one-, 
two-, and three-bedroom 

apartments featuring modern 
appliances,washer and dryer in 

unit, and walk-in closets.
Program description: 

•Resident income for affordable units are 
restricted to 80% of the area median 
income. •Non-Smoking community

*Rent may be adjusted based on annual income limits provided by HUD.
**Minimum Income Requirement does not apply to households receiving housing assistance 

Eligibility Requirements: 
•Must meet all income and background eligibility requirements under the Tenant Selection Plan 
approved  by EOHLC. •Minimum 1 person per BR

Maximum Income per Household Size

2 people 3 people 4 people 5 people 6 people1 person

(2026 limits, provided by Worcester MA, HUD Metro Area)

If interested, please contact our office at 774-220-6334 
or at topograph@wingatecompanies.com

Storytelling for grownups
The Friends of the Auburn Pub-

lic Library announce their next 
fundraising event: Storytelling 

for Grownups (like a ‘Stories from 
the Stage’ or a ‘Moth’ evening).

Five presenters will each tell a 
20-minute story about interesting, 
real-life events, people 
and places. Planned 
speakers are Lewis 
Alderton, Michelle 
Weagle, Julianna 
Uresch, Sharon Eaton 
and Robert Tatro. 

Storytelling helps us 
connect with others, 
boosting our imagination, mem-
ory, and empathy while weaving 
a tapestry of shared experiences 
and profound insights. Stories have 
the power to astonish us, make us 
laugh and cry, and open our hearts 
to the world.

The event is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 19, 6-8:30 
p.m. at The Pakachoag Center, 203 
Pakachoag St. with doors opening 
at 5:30 p.m. Admission is $20 and 

includes light refreshments. Pre-
registration is required by emailing 
friendsofauburnplibrary@gmail.
com to assure we have sufficient 
seating. The Friends also accept 
registrations by mail to the Auburn 
Library in care of the Friends or by 

dropping a registration 
in the cash box in the 
library lobby. Registra-
tion forms are posted in 
the library lobby for your 
convenience. Cash, check 
or PayPal accepted. We 
hope to see you then!

All proceeds from the 
evening will be used to enhance 
services, expand programs and 
purchase items not included in the 
library budget. Watch for upcom-
ing Friends events on the library 
website auburnlibrary.org. You 
will also find notices in the Library 
lobby and postings on our Face-
book group page.

Our next meeting is Monday, 
November 16, 5 p.m. in the Mer-
riam Room. Check the library’s 

calendar in case of a change. New 
volunteers are welcome! Add your 
email to our contact list by email-
ing friendsofauburnplibrary@
gmail.com.

Consider becoming a volunteer 
because you can never have too 
many Friends! W
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THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

BY JOHN PAUL

Payments as low as $60 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
204 Main Street • Oxford, MA

508-987-0022

Bad Credit • No Credit 
No Problem

WE FINANCE EVERYONE!

HE
RE

HE
REBUY PAY

Come Check Out Our Prices!

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

          • Chip & Crack Repair
          • Windshield Replacement
          • FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.netVisit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
    motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm
AUTO & TRUCK REPAIRAUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge 
508-526-3169508-526-3169
Custom Custom ExhaustExhaust &  & BrakeBrake Experts Experts

•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 
• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

We are the “Give me a BRAKE...We are the “Give me a BRAKE...
I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”I’m EXHAUSTed Repair Shop”

FREE Brake InspectionFREE Brake Inspection
 with every Oil Change with every Oil Change

Same day Same day 
service on service on 

most repairsmost repairs

SeniorSenior
DiscountDiscount
AvailableAvailable

U-KNIGHTEDU-KNIGHTED

M&M Auto BodyM&M Auto Body
Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner R.S. #3926

7 Industrial Park West, 7 Industrial Park West, 
Building 2Building 2

Oxford, MA 01540Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070508-987-7070

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

EVERYTHING FROM 
DAILY DRIVERS 
TO CLASSICS

138 West Main St.
Dudley, MA

HOT ROD SERVICES:
Wiring, Plumbing, Tune Ups
Brake & Suspension Upgrades
Aftermarket A/C Installations
Disc Brake Conversions

GENERAL MAINTENANCE:
Oil Changes, Brakes, Suspension
Alignments, 4 Wheel Drive, Tires

robsautomotiveshop.com
repair@robsautomotiveshop.com

Low rolling resistance tires, no-start Chrysler 300, AAA-approved 
repair facilities, rubbing compound woes, and more
Q. I have been following a 

story out of California 
that, in a few years, the 

state will require special low roll-
ing resistance tires to improve fuel 
economy. Although I am always 
looking to get more miles per 
gallon on my truck, I don’t like the 
idea of being told I can only buy 

a certain type of tire. Will these 
rules be implemented on the East 
Coast?

A. Studies show that when 
the rules are fully imple-
mented, California motor-

ists could save up to $1 billion 
annually in fuel and energy costs 
and avoid approximately 2 million 

metric tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions each year. Will this 
initially cost consumers more? 
Studies estimate an increase of 
about $6 to $30 per set of tires. 
Another unknown, from what 
I have read, concerns tread life. 
These tires also need to meet a 
minimum wet-grip requirement 

while still maintaining low rolling 
resistance. My biggest concern is 
that, as a vehicle ages, its use often 
changes. The truck or car you 
drive as your primary transporta-
tion today may become a second 
or third vehicle in the household 
and may not justify the expense of 
a premium low-rolling-resistance 
tire. In theory, regulations like this 
could limit consumer choice and 
make it harder to match the tire to 
the vehicle’s actual use. To answer 
your original question, as of now, 
I know of no states that are look-
ing to adopt this legislation.

Q. I have an old 2000 Chevy 
Silverado. Recently when 
I go to fill it up no matter 

which way I turn the nozzle I have 
to go super slow or the handle 
will shut off. Any ideas why this is 
happening?

A. This is usually a result of 
a clogged vent which is 
part of the evaporative 

emissions system. A plugged or 
clogged EVAP vent valve is quite 
common especially in 20-year or 
older vehicles. If the vent can’t 
open, the tank cannot breathe 
while filling. I would start with 
a visual inspection. A kinked 
vent hose is also a possibility. In 
addition, an emissions code that 
points to an EVAP issue will also 
be a clue to the problem. 

Q. My 2014 Chrysler 300 
has had an intermittent 
no-start problem since 

new. The dash lights flash, but the 

engine won’t 
start. A road-
side technician 
recently sug-
gested turning 
the steering 
wheel while 
pressing the 
brake and 
start button, 
which worked. No diagnostic 
codes have ever been found. What 
could be causing this?

A. Once you’ve checked the 
basics, including battery 
condition, electrical con-

nections, and the key fob battery, 
it’s time to look at the symptoms. 
I suspect the steering wheel is 
placing enough pressure on the 
steering lock mechanism to occa-
sionally bind, preventing the lock 
from releasing and the vehicle 
from starting. Without diagnostic 
trouble codes and with a problem 
that occurs only occasionally, 
pinpointing the exact cause can 
be challenging. Unfortunately, 
intermittent issues like this can be 
difficult and expensive to diagnose 
because the vehicle often operates 
normally when inspected.

Q. I am an AAA member and 
looking for a reliable and 
reasonable repair shop for 

my Acura and Honda near me. 

CAR DOCTOR 
continued on page 13 
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DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

TIPS ON FINANCIAL PLANNING � dennis.antonopoulos@edwardjones.com

CAR DOCTOR
continued from page 12

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867P-A-E-FL  EXP 31 MAR 2028  AECSPAD 30241645

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/01/26. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

4.25
4.50
5.00

6-Month

1-Year

3-Year

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor
5 Albert St
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889
ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 

for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH

Stay one step ahead of cybercriminals
Your financial security is only 

as strong as your digital secu-
rity. A single stolen password, 

convincing scam or fraudulent 
investment offer can lead to lost 
savings, damaged credit or hours 
spent recovering compromised ac-
counts. As our financial lives move 
increasingly online, protecting 
your personal information is part 

of protecting 
your financial 
future.

Cybercrim-
inals are get-
ting smarter, 
and technol-
ogy like AI is 
making their 
job easier. But 
fortunately, 
some consis-
tent habits 

can help protect you from many of 
today's common threats.

Watch out for phishing. Phishing 
is a common way criminals break 
into accounts and steal money. 
These attacks often arrive as emails, 
texts or phone calls that appear to 
come from your bank, employer or 
another trusted organization. Fake 
websites can trick you into typing 
in your password or financial 
details.

To protect yourself, verify unex-
pected requests through a separate 
channel, such as calling a company 
directly using a number from its 
official website rather than one 
provided in a suspicious message. 
Avoid clicking unexpected links 
and consider using a password 
manager which auto-fills your 
login information only on legiti-
mate websites.

Strengthen your accounts. Sto-
len passwords give criminals easy 
access to your email, banking and 
social media accounts. Try using a 

unique password for every account 
and enable multifactor authentica-
tion whenever it's offered. When 
possible, choose phishing-resistant 
options like passkeys or security 
keys; they're harder for scammers 
to bypass than basic text message 
codes.

Be skeptical of urgency. Scam-
mers increasingly use deepfakes, 
which leverage AI-generated voic-
es, videos and images to convinc-
ingly impersonate trusted people, 
including company executives, 
advisors and even family members. 
These messages often create pres-
sure to send money or share sensi-
tive information immediately.

If you receive an urgent request 
that feels off, slow down. Hang up 
and try calling back to the person 
or organization using a known 
phone number. Many successful 
scams rely on emotional pressure 
rather than technical tricks, so a 

moment of skepticism can go a 
long way.

Protect your money and iden-
tity. Fraudulent investment plat-
forms and cryptocurrency schemes 
continue to cost Americans billions 
of dollars each year. Be cautious of 
investment opportunities promot-
ed through unsolicited messages or 
social media contacts and always 
verify a platform independently 
before sending money. If you're 
unsure whether an opportunity is 
legitimate, a financial advisor can 
help evaluate it before you invest.

Data breaches can also put your 
information at risk, even when 
you've done everything right. It's 
smart to check your bank and 
credit card statements regularly for 
unfamiliar charges, and to freeze 
your credit if you suspect your in-
formation has been compromised. 
You may also choose to freeze your 
credit preemptively.

Keep your devices updated. 
Software updates often fix security 
weaknesses that criminals could 
otherwise exploit. Backing up im-
portant files, whether to the cloud 
or an external drive, also protects 
you if ransomware ever locks you 
out of your own data.

Small habits matter. Unique 
passwords, multifactor authentica-
tion and skepticism help stop many 
scams before they start. Take steps 
to help safeguard your money, 
identity and long-term financial 
goals.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Dennis Antonopou-
los, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
at 5 Albert Street, Auburn, MA 
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

THURSDAY IS....THURSDAY IS....

7-9 PM!7-9 PM!

Every Friday Every Friday 
7:30pm-7:30pm-

11pm11pm

Live Bands Live Bands Every Friday 7-10Every Friday 7-10

American Legion
Chester P. Tuttle Post  279 

ALL Are Welcome! 
Membership Not Required!
Monday - Saturday: 11:00-1:00 • Sunday: 11:30-close

 88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA 01501

Open for Breakfast & Lunch
 7 days a week

Sun. & Mon. 7am-2pm, 
Tues. to Thurs. 7am-8pm, Fri. & Sat. 7am-9pm

Phone: (508) 832-2701      
For Hall Reservations: (508)-721-5142

or email TinyTimsCatering@gmail.com

ByBy

 Wise Guy 
 Wise Guy 

TriviaTrivia

8-11:00 pm

ENTERTAINMENT
Karaoke every Saturday

Featuring...
$10 

cover 
charge 
for all 
bands

Tiny Tim’s at the Tuttle 

Bands
to be

announced

A. AAA has Approved Auto 
Repair Facilities nation-
wide. These facilities 

provide a 2-year 24,000-mile 
warranty and up to a $75 total 
discount in labor charges for 
AAA members. If there is ever an 
issue with the repair or the repair 
process, someone from one of the 
approved auto repair specialists 
can get involved and help you 
solve any issues. Go to aaa.com/
repair to find an AAA approved 
shop in your area. 

Q. I had some scratches on 
the hood of my Buick and 
tried to remove them with 

Turtle Wax Rubbing Compound. 
Instead, it seems to have removed 
some of the clear coat. The in-
structions didn’t warn about this 
possibility, and Turtle Wax never 
responded to my complaint. The 
dealer quoted $4,200 to repaint 
the hood. Do I have any other 
options?

A. Much like sandpaper, 
paint-care products vary 
in aggressiveness. Waxes 

and polishes add shine, polishing 
compounds remove minor surface 
defects, and rubbing compounds 
are designed to cut into the top 

layer of the finish to remove heavi-
er scratches and oxidation. Before 
considering a costly repaint, I 
would visit a reputable automotive 
detail shop. A skilled detailer may 
be able to improve the appearance 
with paint correction and polish-
ing. Another lower-cost option is 
a wipe-on clear coat restoration 
product. While not a permanent 
repair, these products can often 
restore gloss and improve appear-
ance at a fraction of the cost of 
repainting.

Do you have a car question? 
Email the Car Doctor for a personal 
reply at  jpaul@aaanortheast.com
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Happenings!

LAKESIDE DINING
200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

UPCOMING EVENTS AT 
SAMUEL SLATER’S HALL

10/23  BLOOD, SWEAT & KEYS HALLOWEEN DUELING PIANOS

10/31 HALLOWEEN PARTY 
WITH XS DANCE BAND
$500 GRAND PRIZE FOR BEST COSTUME 
PLUS PRIZES FOR ‘FUNNIEST’, ‘SCARIEST’, 
AND MOST ‘CREATIVE/UNIQUE’ COSTUMES!

11/7  BEST OF TIMES: 
THE MUSIC OF STYX, FOREIGNER & REO SPEEDWAGON

11/13  COMEDY NIGHT WITH COREY RODRIGUES, 
STEVE BJORK & BRIAN WAYNE

11/14  PETTY LARCENY: 
A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF TOM PETTY

11/18  HOLIDAY CUSTOM SWAG WORKSHOP FROM 
BEMIS FARMS NURSERY

11/21  LITTLE LIES: A TRIBUTE TO FLEETWOOD MAC

11/27  AFFINITY: A TRIBUTE TO THE MUSIC OF JOURNEY

12/5 THE FOOLS

12/11  COMEDY NIGHT WITH KELLY MACFARLAND, 
KENDRA CUNNINGHAM & GARRETT FINN

1/8  VIVA LAS ELVIS: ELVIS PRESLEY’S 92ND BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION WITH AWARD-WINNING TRIBUTE ARTIST 
DAN FONTAINE

WEEKLY SPECIALS

EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY • 4PM TO 6PM

HAPPY
HOUR

PORTION OF PROCEEDS 
TO SUPPORT 

CHUCK PERKS’ WIFE ON 
HER MEDICAL RECOVERY

FOR RESERVATIONS, EVENT TICKETS, AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM
RESTAURANT HOURS: WED-FRI, 4PM-9PM | SAT, 12PM-9PM | SUN, 10AM-3PM

WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
Antiques and Old StuffAntiques and Old Stuff

• Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware

• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic
• Video Games • Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 
41 South St. auburnmuseum@verizon.net. 
Auburnhistoricalmuseum.org
Auburn Public Library, 369 Southbridge 
St. 508.832.7790. auburnlibrary.org
Auburn Recreation, Kristen Pappas, 
508.832.7736. kpappas@auburnma.gov 
Auburn Senior Center, 4 Goddard Dr. 
508.832.7799. auburnguide.com/senior-
center
Oxford Community Center, 4 Maple Rd. 
508.987.6002. oxfordma.us/234/Commu-
nity-Center
Oxford Free Public Library, 339 Main St. 
508.987.6003. oxfordmapubliclibrary.org
Oxford Senior Center, 323 Main St. 
508.987.6000. oxfordma.us/246/Senior-
Center

NOVEMBER 3
State Election Day. See page 7 in this issue 
for a review of the nine ballot questions. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
Veterans Day recognizes all American 
military veterans who have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Federal offices, the U.S. 
Postal Service, most banks, and many state 
offices and public schools are closed today. 
Originally named Armistice Day to mark the 
end of World War I, it was renamed Veterans 
Day in 1954

AUBURN
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
9 am-3 pm: Fall Festival Homecoming at 
Auburn High School. Pumpkin decorating! 
Family-friendly community booths and 
activities. Food, craft vendors and more! 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
2-6 pm: Trunk or Treat at the Chester P. 
Tuttle Post 279, 88 Bancroft St.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26
5:30-6:30 pm: The Friends of Auburn 
Public Library meeting in the Merriam 
Room. Check the library’s calendar in case 
of a change. New volunteers are welcome. 
Become a volunteer - because you can 
never have too many Friends! Questions? 
Email friendsofauburnplibrary@gmail.com.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
5:30-7:30 pm: Trick or treating at the 
Auburn Public Library
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
2-3 pm: Virtual Author Talks: Reclaiming 
Your Inner Wisdom: Sacred Indigenous 
Teachings with Asha Frost. In a fast-paced 
world that can leave us feeling over-
whelmed and disconnected, true healing 
begins within. This transformative virtual 
conversation with Indigenous Medicine 
Woman Asha Frost will explore her book, 
You Are the Medicine: 13 Indigenous 
Teachings to Connect to Your Inner Wisdom, 
Reclaim Your Power, and Heal. Register at 
the library’s website.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3-DECEMBER 8
11 am-1 pm: Creative Writing Course. 
Wonder what a quatrain is? How about a 
sonnet? Want to dig deep into analyzing, 
reading and creating poetry? RSVP to the 
Auburn Senior Center for this free course.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9
12 pm: Free Thanksgiving Luncheon hosted 
by Sen. Michael Moore and Rep. Paul Frost. 
Join them for a delicious meal, great com-

pany, and celebrate the Thanksgiving season 
together. Space is limited. Dine-in only. RSVP 
required by calling the senior center.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
2-3 pm: Virtual Author Talks: A City 
on Mars: The Science and Absurdities of 
Space Settlement with Kelly and Zach 
Weinersmith. Join this out-of-this-world 
conversation with New York Times bestsell-
ing authors as they dive into their book, A 
City on Mars: Can We Settle Space, Should 
We Settle Space, and Have We Really 
Thought This Through? Register at the 
library’s website.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16
6:30-7:30 pm: First-time homebuyers’ 
presentation for ages 18+ with Tania 
Thomas in the Merriam Room at the Auburn 
Public Library. Learn about navigating the 
process of buying your very first home. Reg-
istration required, on the library’s website.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19
6:30 -8 pm: Auburn’s veterans with 
exhibits and stories at the Auburn 
Historical Museum. The museum will be 
open to feature exhibits and stories about 
Auburn’s veterans. Guided tours will be 
offered where you can hear stories from 
almost every war and branch of service. 
Free and open to the public. Do you have 
a story to share about an Auburn veteran? 
Stop in during regular hours on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and tell them.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22
2 pm: Rachael’s Memorial Run, a 5k 
run and walk that begins and ends at 
the Auburn Elks. Walkers will begin 15 
minutes ahead of the runners. Established 
in memory of Rachel Johnson who battled 
an aggressive form of leukemia, the run 
supports Auburn Youth and Family Services 
while raising awareness for speech pathol-
ogy. As written by her parents on the race’s 

website: “Witnessing the challenges faced 
by children with developmental disabilities, 
Rachael chose to devote herself to bring 
care, understanding, and hope to those 
who needed it most.” For race details and to 
register, scan this code: 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
6 pm: Holiday Tree Lighting Featuring a 
sing-along and caroling with the Auburn 
High School Marching Band and Chorus. 
Hot cocoa, coffee and cookies baked by Bay 
Path Regional Vocational Technical High 
School Culinary Arts students! Cookie spon-
sor Southbridge Credit Union. Invocation 
by Pastor Matthew Geeze. Special guest 
appearance by Santa Claus! Next to Fire 
Station Headquarters, 47 Auburn St.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
9 am-4 pm: Holiday Craft Fair. 13th 
annual fair. 175 craft vendors will help 
you get into the holiday spirit! Santa will 
make an appearance from 10 am-2 pm so 
bring the kiddies. Activities, food, drawing, 
facepainting and much more. More info on 
auburnma.gov. 

OXFORD
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
11 am-3 pm: Scarecrows on the Com-
mon: Join the Oxford community for its 
77th annual family-fun festival. Celebrate 
the Fall season and help fill the Common 
with handcrafted scarecrows for everyone 
to enjoy. The community votes for their 
favorites and prizes are awarded to the top 
three scarecrows in each category: Funniest, 
Best Town Spirit, and Most Creative. There is 
also a vendor fair, kids arts and crafts, family 
lawn games, food vendors, and live music by 
DW and the Shakemakers. Sutton’s Dancing 
Witches are scheduled to perform at 1 p.m. 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
5-8 pm: Howl at the Moon: Something 
spooky is coming to Oxford’s Community 
Center. Trick or treating, pumpkin chuckin’, 
a haunted maze, and plenty of Halloween 
fun for the whole family. Free admission. 
Costumes encouraged!
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
2-3 pm: Oxford Public Schools Halloween 
Parade at the Oxford Public Schools Central 
Office, 4 Maple Rd.

6-8 pm: Punk Concert. Oxford’s own Acid 
Crash along with LongShot and XBub-
byHouseX will be live in the Meeting Room 
(Basement) of the Oxford Free Public Li-
brary for an all-ages punk show. The library 
will be closed for regular use, but open for 
all to enjoy the show. Costumes are encour-
aged, so if you don’t really have Halloween 
plans, now you do. No registration needed 
- bring your friends. No substances.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
4:30-5:30 pm: Hands on Nature -a begin-
ning birding program for kids ages 3-12. 
This fun and informative program will be 
in the Meeting Room (Basement) of the 
Oxford Free Public Library.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
1-3 pm: Capybara Building Block Contest 
in the Teen Room at the Oxford Free Public 
Library. Who is the Master Builder? This 
teen challenge is to see who can put this 
potty-ing Capybara together first. It might 
not be as easy as you think; these pieces are 
TINY. There are a limited number of these 
little guys, so registration is required and 
space is limited.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
5 pm: Holiday Tree Lighting & Light Pa-
rade. Parade kicks off at 5; check in/line up 
at North Fire Station begins at 3:30 pm. Ox-
ford Community Center partners with many 
town departments and organizations to 
plan and execute the annual holiday parade 
and tree lighting event, to bring yuletide 
joy to all. The Oxford Fire Department, 
Police Department, and DPW organize the 
parade. DPW is also responsible for the 
beautiful light display across the Town Com-
mon. Float registrations are now available 
on the OCC web page.
 
REGIONAL
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
2 pm: Remarkable Women of the Ameri-
can Renaissance, a lecture by Ellen Duzak 
at the Joshua Hyde Public Library, 396 Main 
St., Sturbridge. Free and open to the public. 
This, the second of two illustrated lectures, 
will focus on two amazing women who 
lived at different times in the Old Manse in 
Concord. Mary Moody Emerson and Sarah 
Alden Bradford Ripley each had a powerful 
influence on the Transcendental philosophy 
of Ralph Waldo Emerson and a genera-
tion of women and men. This program is 
supported in part by a grant from the 
Sturbridge Cultural Council. Duzak is a 
retired professor of psychology at Becker 
College who has also taught courses for the 
Worcester Institute for Senior Education 
(WISE) at Assumption University.



October 23, 2026  • www.theyankeexpress.com • The Yankee Xpress   15

FinishFinish

From a Queen to a King, 
a Haus to an Inn
Auburn ice cream shops, part 3
BY HELEN POIRIER

Believe it or not, a used car 
dealer is now at the corner 
of South Street and Route 20 

where a neighborhood ice cream 

place once stood. According to a 
long-time resident of the area, it 
was called Dairy Queen, but the 
then-owner lost the franchise, and 
Bernhard Meyers took it over and 
changed the name to “Dairy King.”

Meyers was born in Dort-
mund, Germany, and came to the 
United States in 1959, acquired 
the property and ran the business. 
He received his U.S. citizenship in 
1965. He was a member of the First 
Congregational Church and the Ki-
wanis Club. He also held a position 
on the Auburn Board of Health in 
1985, filling a one-year term. He 
was married to Frieda K. Lehmann 
for 40 years until his death at the 
age of 70 in September 1994. They 
had two sons who were both in the 
Air Force.

The Dairy King eventually 
became the Auburn Sandwich 
Shop and was a favorite eatery of 
the area. It remained some type 
of restaurant, with the exception 
when it was Joseph’s Produce, until 
recently when a car dealership oc-
cupied the lot.

Many a child enjoyed stopping 
on the north side of Washington 
Street at 87 South Street to enjoy 
a cone of their favorite flavor of 
ice cream. Included in some of 
the responses to the favorite ice 
cream places survey were Pam who 
thought that the Dairy King “sank 
you,” and Coby remembers it as 
Meyers Dairy Queen. 

This was a very busy intersec-
tion. Across from the Dairy King 
was a filling station owned by the 
Kann family. Miland D. Kann ran 
the filling station at 499 Washing-
ton Street and lived at 495 Wash-
ington. His mother Mabel owned 
a store at 947 Washington Street as 
well as a home at 58 Stone Street. 
Her other son Arthur ran the 

Grafton Filling Station and had his 
home at 54 Stone Street.

Miland was born in 1916 and 
was only three when his father 
died; Mabel eventually oversaw the 
businesses. Miland graduated from 

Mary D. Stone School in June 1931. 
He served in the Army in WWII 
in Europe and obtained the rank of 
Tech 5. Miland married Dorothy 
in November 1941. They had twin 
daughters, Dorothy and Donna. 
Miland worked as a civil engineer 
for the Worcester Department of 
Public Works for 23 years, retiring 
in 1981. The family were members 
of the First Congregational Church 
of Auburn.

It was said by some that he 
started the Dairy Haus to keep his 
grandchildren busy, especially in 
the summer while he was work-
ing at the filling station. The Dairy 
Haus served hard and soft ice 
cream. Those who remember Dairy 
Haus as being their favorite place 
for ice cream are Michelle, Lynn, 
Steve, Katelyn and Clarissa who 
liked their soft serve. Other favor-
ites were Kay’s King Spa or Fitzi’s 
for novelty ice creams. 

 On the other side of town, 
the Montrose Dairy was at 624 
Southbridge Street. There was a 
duck pond in the back and a sand 
pit that was a popular hangout 
for hot rodders Thursday through 
Saturday. John F. Bassios was the 
owner and operator of Montrose 
for 10 years from the mid-1940s to 
mid-1950s. Bassios had an exten-
sive background in the hospitality 
business.

Montrose was more than just an 
ice cream stand. On July 11, 1931, 
the Naval Reserve Band gave a 
concert there. The members of the 
Outdoor Group of the Woman’s 
Club enjoyed tea at the Montrose 
after a January hike, the town 
Democrats had meetings there, 
and Montrose donated ice cream to 
a local flower show.

In 1957 there was an application 
to the Auburn Selectmen from 

Montrose of Auburn Inc. for a 
change in management with Rob-
ert LaBaire of Arrowhead Avenue 
succeeding Bassios.

In 1961 the Montrose Dairy was 
demolished to make way for the 

construction of the Yankee Drum-
mer Inn and Motor House, which 
opened in May 1961. The restau-
rant was run by Tamburi Company 
who owned the Yankee Pedlar Inn 
in Holyoke. The hotel part was run 
by the Auburn Motor Inn Inc., 
whose spokesperson and builder of 
the hotel was Alex Pappas.

This was the fifth restaurant 
in New England that was owned 
by the Early American Inns Co. 
The Auburn Motor Inn Inc. of-
ficers were Dr. Gordon C. Milne, 
president, William J. Barlow, 
vice president, Alex Pappas and 
Helen J. Boria clerks. Directors 
included George H. Campbell, 
Geno Camosse, Hector E. Bariere, 
Michael Pappas, and Athena Pap-
pas. The inn is only a memory as 
is Montrose Dairy but thought of 
ice cream being served there still 
brings smiles to many faces. 

This article is the third in the 
“Ice Cream Shops of Auburn” 
series and was made possible by 
the Auburn Historical Society & 
Museum, 41 South Street. The 
museum is open Tuesday and 
Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30p.m. 
Call 508-832-6856 or email au-
burnmuseum@verizon.net, visit 
them at auburnhistoricalmuseum.
org or follow them on Facebook at 
Auburn Historical.

If you have any stories about 
these or other places in Auburn 
that had ice cream when you were 
younger, the Auburn Historical 
Society and Museum would enjoy 
having them to put in its Holstrom 
Archives. W

Helen Poirier is a director at 
the Auburn Historical Society & 
Museum.

	

Miland Kann’s Dairy Haus.

1. The Auburn 
Historical Society 
& Museum held 
its annual Harvest 
Dinner Fundraiser 
on Sept. 26 at 
Pakachoag Church. 
More than 100 sup-
porters enjoyed 
the catered meal, 
great company, 
and raffles that in-
cluded everything 
from gift cards to 
curated baskets 
to a beach Santa. 
Visit the society’s 
website at auburn-
historicalmuseum.
org to learn more 
about this nonprofit 
whose mission is 
to preserve and 
share the history of 
Auburn and the sur-
rounding area.

2. Oxford Police Department’s newly appointed Chief Jeromy Grniet 
held his first department-wide meeting recently where he outlined his 
vision and goals. Also given out were five department awards (selected 
by their peers): Officer Picard, Top Gun; Cpl. Mercier, Road Guardian; 
Officer Gray, Community Police Officer of the year; Dispatcher Natale, 
Dispatcher of the Year; Officer White, Officer of the year. Congrats to 
awardees – 
and the entire 
department. 
As they con-
cluded, “Most 
of all, thank 
you to the 
Oxford com-
munity, we 
appreciate the 
strong support 
and valued 
friendships and 
partnerships.”

Are you a 
member of a 
community 
group - Lions, 
scouts, Rotary, 
public school, 
garden club 
- and have a 
photograph 
that would 
be of interest to readers? Yankee Xpress welcomes your submission to 
Photo Finish. Please email your photograph to martha@localtownpages.
com and include your name, address, and phone number (for verification). 
We want Photo Finish to reflect the community, but we need your help and 
participation to make that happen. Thank you!

1.

2.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

Print & Deliver
We Print and Deliver 

your inserts. 

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

Dine in, take-out,  

Delivery and Catering

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062

(781) 352-4999 
(781) 352-3583 fax

Monday - Sunday: 11am-10pm

We Deliver $10 Minimum 

$1 Delivery Charge 

Order Online

www.victoriascafeandpizza.com

FREE Medium Pizza 

With Purchase of Two at Regular Price

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE 6 Wings 

With Purchase of $25

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

FREE French Fries 

With Purchase of Two Sandwiches

Coupon can not be combined with other offers. Mention coupon when ordering.

Victoria’s
Pizza, Kabob & Fried Chicken

655 Washington Street

Norwood, MA 02062 

(781) 352-4999

Why Dean?

• Ranked 6th in Best Undergraduate Teaching in the 2021 Best Regional Colleges, North category 

by U.S. News & World Report 

• Full time, part time, online and in-person options available

• Cutting edge career preparation with Dean Career Advantage

• Unmatched learning support 

• Guaranteed funding from Dean College for all four years of full-time enrollment

• NCAA Division III athletic teams, student-run clubs, organizations and leadership opportunities

Transfer Students

Large scholarships are available for transfer students, as well as a generous transfer credit policy, 

making it easy to earn your college degree without adding time and expense. For more information 

visit dean.edu/transfer.

Discover Dean

We offer a broad range of opportunities to learn more about Dean and the college search  

process, including information sessions, as well as in-person and virtual tours. To check out  

all of these options and to register, go to dean.edu/visit.

Apply Now

It’s not too late to apply for the Spring 2021 Semester. Classes begin January 25, 2021.

dean.edu/apply

THERE’S STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR THE 

SPRING 2021 SEMESTER!

DEAN COLLEGE • 877-TRY-DEAN • DEAN.EDU •  ADMISSIONS@DEAN.EDU •

For more information, or to schedule your insert, 
please contact Laura Gleim at 508-943-8784
or by email at lgleim@theyankeexpress.com

Perfect for 
Big Events, 

Coupons, 
Menus 

and 
More!

508-864-9717508-864-9717

Manuel Tyler 

$500 OFF
CLIP AND SAVE 

ANY ROOFING JOB 
OVER $10,000

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SAFEHOMEROOFSROOFS.COM

FREE FREE 
ROOF ROOF 

INSPECTIONINSPECTION

SENIOR &SENIOR &
 MILITARY  MILITARY 
DISCOUNTDISCOUNT


