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Moral Values 
Discovery 

Achievement

Mater Dei Academy students are empowered to 
grow spiritually, academically and socially through 
worship, a challenging curriculum, service and  
extracurricular activities.  Mater Dei Academy offers  
kindergarten through grade 8.

Mater Dei Academy offers advanced/honors coursework; individ-
ual ChromeBooks for grades 6–8; ActivBoard technology in class-
rooms; STEM lab; weekly physical education, art, music, Spanish 
and technology classes. Tutoring and remedial help, hot lunch, and 
extended care are also available. We offer a comprehensive course 
of study fully accredited by the Ohio Department of Education and 
the Ohio Catholic Schools Accrediting Association.

EdChoice and Jon Peterson scholarships are accepted.

29840 Euclid Avenue
Wickliffe, OH 44092

440-585-0800
440-585-9391 fax 

www.MaterDeiAcademy.us

Mater Dei Academy students are empowered to grow spiritually, 
academically and socially through worship, a challenging curriculum, 

service and extra-curricular activities.

Mater Dei Academy offers Kindergarten through grade 8 and 
all day Pre-K. All day preschool for 4 year olds (M/W/F) 

and half day Preschool for 3 year olds (T/Th).

Mater Dei Academy offers advanced/honors coursework, individual 
ChromeBooks for grades 6-8, ActivBoard technology in classrooms, 

weekly Physical Education, Art, Music, Spanish and Technology 
classes; tutoring and remedial help is available for those who qualify. 

We participate in the diocesan hot lunch program.
Before/After school care is also available.

We offer a comprehensive course of study fully accredited by the Ohio 
Department of Education and the Ohio Catholic Schools Accrediting Association.
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Orientation Day

 
August 24th

First Day of  School

 Accepting 
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All Day 
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education for your child?
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school office at 440-585-0800.
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EDUCATION

ESC of the Western Reserve
The behind-the-scenes champion of Lake and Geauga schools

By Mary Flenner

While many parents have 
never heard of the Edu-
cational Service Center of 

the Western Reserve, a large majority 
have probably felt the benefits from 
their outstanding educational support 
in Lake and Geauga counties. 

“The ESC of the Western Reserve 
is kind of the unknown, behind-the-
scenes operator.  We always wanted 
to be behind the scenes to help.  
We’re here to support the schools and 
act as a partner,” says Jennifer Felker, 
superintendent of schools for Educa-
tional Service Center of the Western 
Reserve. 

Established in 1914, Educational 
Service Centers have been making a 
difference in Ohio’s schools for the 
past 100 years.  The law that initi-
ated ESC created 88 “county school 
districts” and charged them with the 
task of “elevating the state’s system of 
education to a proper standard.” 

Formerly the Lake County Edu-
cational Service Center and Geauga 
County Educational Service Center, 
the two merged to form the ESC 
of the Western Reserve in 2019.  
The ESC of the Western Reserve 
is technically a county-wide school 
district, although they have no school 
buildings of their own.  Most of their 
programs and services take place in 
the schools that they are partnered 
with.

The ESC provides support for 
public, nonpublic and private schools, 
and while they initially partnered 
with smaller schools, they have since 
grown to work with larger schools of 
all sizes. 

They operate with a shared services 
model.  The ESC provides countless 
programs including latchkey, nutri-
tion services, job training, special 
needs support, tutoring and transpor-
tation services. 

“We offer the kind of intensive 
support needed for special needs, as 
well as gifted programs.  We pro-
vide a variety of contracted services, 
consulting and support to schools. 
We offer professional development, 
access to substitute teachers, busi-
ness development opportunities and 
more,” says Felker.

“Small districts may not be able 
to host their own programs.  Things 

like hiring multiple teachers and 
aides, can be financially draining for 
schools.  So we share costs across 
counties to be more cost-effective,” 
explains Felker.  “We also provide 
cost savings for schools through 
consortium pricing, whether for tech-
nology, business operations or fiscal 
software.  We try to get reduced costs 
through a large purchase.” 

“One valuable service is that of 
granting access to shared programs 
and resources.  The ESC is the 
mechanism through which districts 
can share resources that would be too 
impractical and/or costly for an indi-
vidual district to design and maintain 
independently,” shares Richard A. 
Markwardt, superintendent of West 
Geauga Local Schools

Another goal of the ESC is to pro-
vide legislative support for schools.  
“I act as an advocate for education 
in legislation, whether in budget and 
finance or lobbying for various bills 
that need to be put forward,” says 
Felker.  “From legislative lobbying, 
business development, consulting 
services and consortium purchasing, 
we are involved in every aspect of 
education.”

The ESC has received over two 
million dollars in grants, which were 
used for various initiatives, including 
their new tutoring center and remote 
education initiatives. 

"The ESC of the Western Reserve 
has built a reputation on building 
quality programs for schools.  The 
collaborative spirit between districts 
has been a direct result of Superin-
tendent Felker's leadership and her 
desire to provide high quality services 
and programs to all the districts in 
Lake and Geauga counties,” says 
Angela Smith, superintendent of 
Madison Local Schools

“We’re here to support the schools, 
families and the community.  I’m 
proud of the services we offer our 
schools and kids, from business devel-
opment to the day-to-day operations 
of the school,” Felker concludes.  

The ESC operates with a nine-
person governing board, including 
five members from Lake County and 
four from Geauga schools who are 
selected through a public election.  
To learn more about the ESC of the 
Western Reserve and its offerings, 
visit www.lcesc.k12.oh.us. 

ESC of the Western Reserve 
Vocational Programs provides 

transition-to-work services for all 
students with disabilities. Pictured 

are students from Chagrin Falls 
job training at Bainbridge Zoning  
Department scanning blue prints 
and identifying building permits.

Gaitway High School operates in a 
nontraditional setting where  
students with emotional and  

educational needs are integrated 
into the daily workings of a nation-
ally recognized therapeutic riding 
center.  Pictured are students In 

their animal care class. 

The ESC of the Western Reserve 
provides high quality preschool to 
any child between the ages of 3–5 
throughout both Lake and Geauga 

Counties.

Geauga Achieve is an 
educational program 
serving students with 

multiple disabilities who 
require moderate to 
intensive instruction.  

On February 21, 2020, 
all Geauga Achieve 

students enjoyed a field 
trip to bowling!

Unique Like Me is a storefront voca-
tional skills training site. The store 
is operated solely by the ESC staff 
and students.  Pictured is a student 
creating wood flower arrangements.
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PARENTING

Anger 101
Helping your child learn about their 

feelings and practice healthy expression
By Colleen Russo Johnson 

It's OK and normal to be angry, 
no matter how old you are! Of-
ten with kids, we spend a lot of 

time talking to them about positive, 
feel-good emotions like happiness, 
love, and joy.  While these tend to 
be easier (and even fun) subjects to 
tackle, they only represent a few of 
the many emotions kids experience 
on a regular basis.  This is why it's 
important for us to acknowledge and 
help our kids work through other 
emotions, too.

Anger doesn't have to be unpleas-
ant or something we avoid.  It is just 
as valuable as our other emotions 
and can actually feel pretty good 
to express it.  Sometimes, a little 
screaming or punching a pillow 
helps us release the tension that 
anger creates.  When we deal with 
anger directly, we can better under-
stand what matters to us and where 
our personal limits lie.  By the way, 

this is true for pretty much all ages.
Kids are definitely capable of han-

dling and working through anger, so 
as adults, we have an opportunity to 
lead.  As you get ready to talk about 
anger with young kids, keep these 
tips in mind.  They will help your 
child learn about their feelings and 
practice healthy expressions.

Think about what anger 
looks and sounds like.

Invite your child to think about 
this with you.  Use your own expres-
sions, as well as examples from 
books or movies (e.g., screaming, 
glaring, crossed arms, furrowed 
brows, stomping).  Offer up some 
examples you know of, and invite 
them to do the same.  Recognition 
is an important first step to under-
standing anger.

Talk about how anger feels.
What does anger feel like in 

the body?  Where exactly do you 

feel the anger?  Is it lots of places? 
Notice changes in heartbeat (does 
your heart beat faster or slower?) 
and temperature (do you feel cooler 
or warmer?), or behaviors such as 
clenched muscles and teeth, etc. 
Helping children identify what 
anger looks, sounds, and feels like, 
both in others and in themselves, 
increases their emotional under-
standing and competence.

Practice looking for the signs.
Help your child practice recogniz-

ing signs of anger before the feeling 
becomes overwhelming.  When you 
notice early signs of anger, it can 
really help you regulate emotions 
more effectively.  It's best to talk 
about anger when children are not 
feeling angry.  This can help them 
build the emotional understanding, 
expression, and regulation skills they 
need when their anger does bubble 
up.

Take your anger temperature.
Acknowledge that it's possible 

to feel different levels of anger. You 
might feel just a little angry if some-
one accidentally spills water on you, 
but if someone breaks your favorite 
toy on purpose, you'll likely feel very 
angry! Along with a temperature 
system, you can introduce a number 
scale from one to five to help kids 
find a way to show their level of 
anger.

Validate your child's feelings.
Try not to make kids feel bad for 

their natural emotions.  We all feel 
in different ways, so let's embrace 
this.  Always validate your child's 
feelings; this doesn't mean you agree 
with it, but it means you recognize 
their emotion.  When children are 
in the thick of it, they may not want 
to problem-solve or immediately 
feel happy; they may just want to be 
angry and make sure that you know 
it.  And, as frustrating and ear-

wrenching as it can be, we should 
encourage this recognition process. 
Sometimes all they need to hear is, 
"You are feeling really angry, aren't 
you?"

Model positive strategies 
for managing anger.

As you talk about ways to manage 
anger, share with your child what 
makes you angry and what you do 
to calm it.  It's good for kids to see 
that adults also get angry, and how 
they deal with these feelings.  Model 
concrete strategies like taking deep 
breaths, spending time alone, and 
asking for help.  This shows your 
child that it takes effort to regulate 
our emotions, and it gets easier with 
practice.  We're not perfect.  When 
you're not proud of your reactions 
(e.g., raising your voice) don't be 
hard on yourself.  Instead, use it as a 
learning opportunity –– apologize, 
and explain to your child how you 
wished you had reacted instead.  Set 
an intention to respond differently 
in the future.

Remember that it's OK to be 
angry, and we should pass this ac-
ceptance on to our kids.  Just as all 
of our emotions have a purpose, so 
does anger.  Anger is OK, and learn-
ing how to channel and accept angry 
feelings is an important prerequisite 
for learning how to calm it.

This article features advice from 
the psychologists, educators, and 
experts at OK Play.  They believe 
play-based education in early child-
hood is crucial for positive social, 
emotional, and cognitive develop-
ment.

Dr. Colleen Russo Johnson is a 
nationally-recognized developmen-
tal psychologist with an expertise in 
children's media and technology and 
the cofounder of OK Play, an app built 
for families to create, bond and grow 
together every day through play (avail-
able on iOS or Android). She holds a 
PhD from Vanderbilt University.

OVERVIEW
Leadership Lake County Junior Leadership  
Program provides experiential and transforma-
tional full-day educational experiences for high 
school students to:
•  Learn and apply leadership skills.
•  Network with Lake County business  

and civic leaders.
•  Engage in a youth-led community impact 

project.
•  Engage in meaningful conversation with  

students from all Lake County schools.
•  Develop 21st century skills in effective  

communication, critical thinking, public  
speaking, collaboration and active listening.

High school students...
Learn to lead!

ELIGIBILITY
•  Any student living or attending 

high school in Lake County, 
Ohio.  Students apply in the 
spring for the following fall 
program. 

INFO
•  Tuition is $425 (nonrefund-

able), due May 13, 2021 at 
orientation. 

•  Program days meet 7:30 am–
2:30 pm the first Wednesday 
of the month, Sep to May.

HOW TO APPLY 
•  Applications available online at 

leadershiplakecounty.org.
•  Applications and forms are 

due April 23, 2021.  Represen-
tation from all Lake County 
schools is desired.

•  Email:  
dbillings@leadershiplc.org  
for more information. 

Apply now for the 
Junior Leadership Program 

Class of 2022
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Joyfully 
serving Lake, 
Geauga, and 

Ashtabula 
counties

508 Mentor Avenue, Painesville
(across from Lake Erie College)

440.357.7776 • www.oslpainesville.org
Email: admissions@oslpainesville.org

Our Shepherd
LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Open enrollment 
for all grades K–8 

begins in March 2021.
Classes fill quickly!

Our Shepherd Lutheran School 
KINDERGARTEN

Saturday, March 20, 2021 • 10:00 a.m.
This meeting is for parents/guardians only; we are asking that 
children remain at home. The registration will be first-come, first-
scheduled to the first 10 spots.   Please contact our admissions 
director, Stephanie DeGidio, at Admissions@OSLpainesville.org 
to register to attend or for more information if you cannot attend.

Check out our school, meet our wonderful staff, and learn about 
our full-day, five-day kindergarten program!

• Daily Religion Class
• Reading Readiness
• Science
• Art
• Writing
• Social Studies
• Weekly Chapel Service
• Math

• Health
• Music/Vocal Choir
• Computer Technology
• Library/Media Center
• Physical Education

Please register to save your spot!

Kindergarten Parent 
Information Meeting

A Great Place 
To Grow

Inspiring Excellence

at
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Call the Foster Care line:
440-350-4218
440-918-4218

KEEP KIDS SAFE
Your home can make a 
difference
Foster homes give children safety, 
security and supervision.
You can help protect children from abuse or 
neglect by providing a caring environment
for them until they can return to their 
parents or be adopted by a foster
parent.

Call LCDJFS to learn more about 
becoming a foster parent.

Lake County 
Department of Job 

and Family Services

By Stacy Turner

Being a good human being isn’t something I 
worried about too much as a kid and young 
adult.  That’s not to say I’ve never had my 

share of difficult circumstances and made plenty 
of mistakes.  Through it all, I’ve tried to follow 
one of the golden rules my father often preached 
to my siblings and me –– treat others the way you 
want to be treated. Applying that rule to friends, 
coworkers, and significant others has served me 
well, and it’s something I’ve tried to pass along to 
my kids, too.  When situations arise where friends 
or acquaintances don’t treat them particularly well, 
I try to encourage them to focus on the positives.  
My usual position is to encourage my girls to give 
people the benefit of the doubt, be kind, and not 
make snap judgments.  I didn’t think much about 
how gut feelings can figure into the equation. 

Over the course of several sport seasons, my 
daughters would comment on the general awk-
wardness and immaturity of one of their coaches.  
We noticed the same traits, but also saw his time 
and effort spent working to help young athletes 
improve, and downplayed the negatives.  We 
never witnessed anything untoward or heard 
about anything inappropriate, and the seasons 
progressed smoothly.  The next season, we learned 
he had moved on, coaching at various neighboring 

school districts before landing a full-time teach-
ing position nearby.  We were shocked, saddened, 
and blindsided when he was recently charged with 
attempting to engage in sexual misconduct with a 
minor over social media. 

My husband and I were more shocked to hear 
this than our girls were, since they had heard 
some rumors that had been circulating.  And 
while our girls were not targeted, and the case 
hasn’t yet been determined, in hindsight, I feel I 
should have responded differently when my girls 
voiced their concerns.  I wish I had asked more 
questions to understand what they weren’t saying.  
I wish I gave more weight to their gut feelings, 
instead of trying to encourage them to be nice.  I 
feel I could have done a better job helping them 
learn how to strike a balance between being 
kind without setting them up to be vulnerable or 
manipulated.  And to understand the difference 
between rumor mongering and being cautious, 
aware that rumors may contain grains of truth.  
Most of all, I feel like I missed the opportunity to 
help my girls be empowered to trust their intu-
ition.

Our kids often claim we’re overprotective, but 
they’re happy to look in the stands and know 
we’re watching their games and activities, even if 
they complain that Dad shoots too many videos 
and cheers too loudly.  They still complain when 

we limit who they spend time with and what 
apps and social media platforms they can use.  
We want to help them recognize and set healthy 
boundaries.  We don’t mind being considered old-
fashioned or overinvolved, especially if it makes 
them less likely targets. 

We hope that even when we don’t say the right 
things or ask the right questions, they know we 
love them unconditionally and pray for them 
daily.  And now, we’ll always make sure we 
encourage them to trust their gut.  We know we 
won’t always get things right, but we’re commit-
ted to keep trying.  Because as parents, we often 
rely on another one of my father’s adages –– trust 
God, but lock your car. 

Trusting your child's instincts

MOMMY CHRONICLES
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Madison Public Library was 
named the sole recipient of the 
national $3,000 "Light the Way: 
Outreach to Underserved" grant to 
engage teens in area mobile home 
parks with bookmobile visits that 
include outdoor video games and 
snacks.

"We are so thankful and excited 
to receive this award," said Melanie 
Lyttle, Madison Library public ser-
vices department head.  "For many 
of our young people, our bookmo-
bile is their only connection to the 
library.  We are so excited to break 
the ice and show them the library is 
a fun place with great items to check 

out and helpful people who care."
The Association for Library Ser-

vice to Children (ALSC) announced 
Madison as the winner of the 
ALSC/Candlewick Press grant, not-
ing Madison's bookmobile drivers' 
observation of how young people, 
often home alone after school, stop 
by the bookmobile for social interac-
tion but are reluctant to check out 
materials.

The grant will allow the library to 
provide snacks and outdoor video 
game play on an inflatable screen, 
encouraging a fun library connection 
and an introduction to video game 
tie-in materials such as Fortnite and 
Minecraft books.  The hope is this 
will open the door to the diverse 
materials the library offers includ-
ing driver's ed cones, games, laptops, 
literature, movies, music and wi-fi 
hot spots, Lyttle added.

Madison's bookmobile, nick-
named "Gus the Book Bus," makes 
multiple stops throughout the com-
munity including frequent visits to 
local elementary schools.  

Madison Library wins national 
grant, adding outdoor video 

gaming to bookmobile

Kindergarten students 
at Notre Dame Elemen-
tary School in Chardon 
celebrated the 100th day 
of school by becoming 
superheroes to learn that 
zero is the hero in mak-
ing the number 100.  They 
enjoyed activities such as 
balloon exercises and shar-
ing the projects they made 
using 100 items.

Weekend opportunities to learn 
about the maple sugaring process at 
Swine Creek Reservation abound 
this March – but space is filling fast, 
so get online or call to register today!

Rather than a large gathering 
for Sap’s-a-Risin’ this year, Geauga 
Park District has scheduled three 
half-hour horse-drawn wagon rides 
through the sugarbush to take place 
on Saturday, March 6, 13 and 20, 
from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Hour-long maple sugaring hikes 
will also be hosted on Sundays, 
March 7, 14 and 21, followed by 

optional sales of syrup produced this 
year at Swine Creek Reservation. 
Sales will also be available this season 
at The West Woods Nature Center.

Both the rides and the hikes will 
show participants all about the maple 
sugaring processes used each year at 
this park at 16004 Hayes Road in 
Middlefield.  All are great ways to 
get outdoors, learn a little something 
and celebrate this age-old Geauga 
County tradition!

Registration is required at www.
geaugaparkdistrict.org or (440) 286-
9516.

Get in the maple mood

NDES students celebrate

ACT EARLY! 
Contact Ohio Early Intervention at 1-800-755-GROW 

or visit www.OhioEarlyIntervention.org

TMTM

CONCERNED 
about your child’s development?

Call locally:
(216) 930-3322 or (440) 389-3322

CALL LOCALLY: 
(216) 930-3322 or (440) 389-3322

ACT EARLY! 
Contact Ohio Early Intervention at 1-800-755-GROW 

or visit www.OhioEarlyIntervention.org

TMTM

CONCERNED 
about your child’s development?

Call locally:
(216) 930-3322 or (440) 389-3322

ACT EARLY!
Contact Ohio Early Intervention at 1-800-755-GROW 

or visit www.OhioEarlyIntervention.org

Coupon valid toward installation only and cannot be combined with any other offer. Must be presented at time 
of service. Limited 1 per customer, per visit. Total payment due upon completion of work. 

C
ode: TFO

H
75 

$200 OFF 
WATER SOFTENER 

Purchase & Installation

$75 OFF 
REVERSE OSMOSIS

SYSTEM

C
od

e:
 T

FB
en

20
0     

• Furnace & Boiler Service & Installation
• Gas, Electric & Oil
• Heat Pump Service & Installation
• Water Heater Installation & Repair 
• Video Inspection of Pipes & Sewer Lines
• Gas Line Installation & Repair  
• Drain Cleaning & Repair  

• Drain Repiping & Relining 
• Septic & Aeration Systems
• Air Conditioning Service & Installation
• Water Treatment Systems
• Well Pumps
• Indoor Air Quality
• AND MORE!

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

A+

Your Heating and Plumbing Teams Are Here to Assist!
DeBord’s

SOFT WATER VS HARD 
WATER | BENEFITS 

FOR YOUR HOME

(440) 285-9125 • (440) 286-6002 • (440) 286-1004
www.Debordinc.com  •  www.BenjaminFranklinPlumbingNEOhio.com

Serving Lake, Geauga, and surrounding areas. OH Lic. 12292. 

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE!    
Our professionals are here for YOU, Day or Night   
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Willoughby 
Self Storage

Residential, Business, Commercial
SECURE STORAGE

ADT wired for added fire and theft protection!

440-269-3939
www.willoughbystorage.com

4507 Beidler Road • Willoughby OH 44094
Behind Target and the Willoughby Commons Shopping

By Deanna Adams

Asa Cox’s goal has always been to make a 
difference and help others less fortunate. 
But even she had no idea how far-reach-

ing her efforts would go.  She is presently in her 
third decade of helping hundreds of thousands of 
people, whether it’s enabling them to buy their 
own home, aiding families with other needs, or 
putting smiles on children’s faces in a variety of 
ways.

And it all began as a result of her own poverty.
“My father died three months before I was born 

so my single mother struggled a lot.  We were very 
poor the whole time I grew up,” she says. “I made 
it my life’s mission to find a way to give back as an 
adult.”

Giving back came first in the form of becoming 
a realtor, with a specific calling to provide those 
with low income, poor credit and little money 
for a down payment a way to purchase their own 
home.  She launched Asa Cox Homes in 1991, 
and quickly utilized the benefits of the USDA 
Rural Housing program, which provides home-
ownership opportunities through grants and loans 
for Americans in low-income rural areas.

It was the perfect vehicle to drive her business 
and her mission.  “With this great program, I can 
help anyone who truly wants to buy a house with 
no money down,” she says, adding that her own 
daughter bought her first home at age 18.

From there, she started taking a portion of 
every listing and sale from Asa Cox Homes and 
founded Asa’s Angels, a nonprofit that aids people 
in Lake, Geauga and Ashtabula counties—and 
beyond.  “That’s our primary area, though we don’t 
turn anyone away who is in need,” she adds.  “Our 
program is focused on struggling families suffering 
with illness, loss of work, or other difficult situ-
ations.”  Cox conducts interviews to ensure that 
their help is going straight to those most in need. 

A recent example of her philanthropic work 
was when Cox and her team came to the aid of a 
homeless man, helping him get back on his feet by 

setting him up in a local hotel and taking him to 
get a much needed haircut and clothes. 

“It’s true that many people are just two pay-
checks away from getting behind in rent and other 
bills,” Cox explains.  “It can literally happen to 
anyone and it means so much when we can help 
them out.”

Since beginning Asa’s Angels 14 years ago, Cox 
has organized three annual fundraisers at Christ-
mas, Easter, and back-to-school time.  Throughout 
the year, she’s busy storing a warehouse full of 
housing items to be ready to give out at any time.  
She’s grateful that they receive much support from 
the community.  “Churches, businesses, volunteers 
and private donations all contribute to making 
each of our programs a success,” she notes.

Through generous donations all year long, Cox 
acquires a variety of clothing and household sup-
plies, along with furniture through Ohio Furni-
ture Warehouse.  “Last year, we gave 300 beds to 
children who were sleeping on floors or couches.” 
Just in the past year alone, she managed to raise 
an incredible $900,000 for a variety of people and 
families in need with her 501c3 charity, and spent 
approximately $100 on Christmas gifts for every 
child whose name was included in the Christmas 
campaign.  Best of all, the presents were specific 
things that parents said were on their children’s 
holiday wish list. 

Now it’s time for the annual Easter basket 
drive and Asa’s Angels are busy acquiring 3,000 
to 4,000 baskets to distribute to excited children. 
Their team spends weeks assembling and prepar-
ing the baskets to be ready for distribution day 
and they are currently accepting items to fill the 
baskets, such as jelly beans, chocolate bunnies, 
bubbles and sidewalk chalk. 

Of course, like everything else during this 
pandemic, Cox has had to change how to do these 
types of events, but she’s come up with a plan that 
works well.  There are several ways in which to 
donate. 

Anyone who would like to help provide a child 
with a cheery Easter Basket can register online 

at www.AsaAngels.com.  Donations, be it cash 
or basket items, will be welcomed from now until 
March 31.  Item drop-offs are being accepted at 
Century 21 Asa Cox Homes from 9am–5pm, 
Mondays through Fridays.  In addition, direct 
donations are accepted through a link on the Asa’s 
Angels website, www.AsasAngels.com. 

Because of the ongoing pandemic, Cox is in 
need of more volunteers.  People can visit the 
Asa's Angels Facebook page to connect with her 
to offer assistance, or to ask for help.  “We have 
5,000 followers on Facebook so all anyone has to 
do is private message me about anyone in need.”  
She proudly adds, “Families reach out to us all 
through the year after hearing of us from word-of-
mouth, radio advertising or our real estate transac-
tions.  We’ve helped fire victims, those who’ve lost 
jobs or having housing issues. My team is awe-
some and I couldn’t do it without them.”

She hopes her actions inspire others to do the 
same.  “If every one of us gave just a few dollars or 
volunteered to help others, it would make a huge 
difference in the kind of world we live in.”

Century 21 Asa Cox Homes is located at 2709 
N. Ridge Road, Painesville.   Call (440) 639-0002.  
Visit their website, or Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/AsasAngelsOfHope.

Asa's Angels is now preparing for their  
annual Easter basket drive.  If you would 
like to donate cash or items you can visit 

www.asasangels.com.  Volunteers are also 
needed and greatly appreciated. 

Asa's Angels
Local organization helps people in need 

One dollar can help provide  
four nutritious meals.

Help us feed  
our community’s 
hungry children.

Donate today at
GreaterClevelandFoodBank.org

PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE
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We Clean: Carpet • Area Rugs • Oriental Rugs • Upholstery
We also offer: Carpet Repair & Stretching • Fine Fabric Specialists

Leather Cleaning • ScotchGard™ • Tile & Grout Cleaning
Boat & Car Interiors • Clean Up Pet Dander

Stain & Pet Odor Removal • 24 Hour Water and Fire Damage Service

440.946.8082
7595 Tyler Blvd. • Mentor

info@mdcarpet.com
www.MDCarpet.com

Clean carpet has 
numerous health benefits:
•  Removes unhealthy  

mold growths
• Eliminates dust mites
•  Improves air quality for  

easier breathing
•  Eliminates harmful pollutants 

like pet dander and allergans

Call Today for our Spring Specials!
Mention that you saw us in Today’s Family Magazine!

Sanitize Your Sanitize Your 
Home for Spring!Home for Spring!

Nautica Tideway Neutral Stripe 
Cotton Reversible Quilt 

Update 
the look of 
a dowdy 
bedroom with 
this Tideway 
reversible 
quilt by Nau-
tica. Featuring 

horizontal stripes of varied sizes in 
neutral colors on one side and a 
solid navy-blue print on the other, 
this bedding blends seamlessly 
with your existing color scheme. 
The quilt is made with a 100-per-
cent cotton construction for 
warmth and durability (shams not 
included).  Visit Overstock.com to 
see their large selection of items 
for your home!

NewAir Countertop 
Nugget Ice Maker 

Stainless 
Steel, 40 lbs. of 
ice per day with 
melt-resistant 
interior. 

Always on 
the hunt for 

the “good ice”? There are many 
commercial nugget ice makers 
out there, but they cost thousands 
of dollars and don’t fit seamlessly 
into the home. The NewAir Nug-
get Ice Maker is compact, so you 
can get the crunchy ice you crave 
right from your kitchen counter. 
Not only does it fit into your life-
style, but the Nugget Ice Maker 
is the fastest home model on the 
market.  Get the “good ice” in just 
5 minutes.  Visit www.newair.com 
to see their entire line of products!

OXO Steel POP Containers

OXO Steel POP Containers have 
a new modern look and improved 
sealing to keep dry foods fresh 
and kitchens organized.  New 
Shapes and sizes provide new 
possibilities for storing every day 
must-haves.

• Elegant countertop solution
• �Airtight, space-efficient design 

keeps dry foods fresh and your 
pantry organized

• �Convenient fill line makes it a 
cinch to store pantry staples

• �POP accessories easily attach 
to the underside of POP con-
tainer lids

• �Lid comes apart for thorough 
cleaning.  Silicone seal and 
container body are dishwasher 
safe

• �BPA-free
Available open stock or 6-piece 

and 12-piece sets.  www.oxo.com.

OXO Easy Press Soap Dispenser
The Stainless Steel 

Soap Dispenser features 
an easy-dispensing mech-
anism and sleek stainless 
steel design. A one-

handed press of the non-slip top 
button squirts hand soap, lotion 
or dish soap. The extended spout 
easily dispenses onto a sponge or 
directly into sink. A non-slip foot 
keeps it stable.   www.oxo.com.

Sun Joe Spin Power Scrubber
Cordless Handheld 360-Degree 

Spin Scrubber Kit | W/ 1.3-Ah  
Battery and Charger

No more endless scrubbing 
by hand – tackle the toughest 
messes, mold and mildew, stains 
and more at home or on-the-go 
with cordless convenience. Simply 
select from the four included, easy 
to clean, scrubbing brush heads 
to suit the task. The rotating head 
spins at two variable speeds — 
LOW (600 rpm) and HIGH (1000 
rpm) — for light- to heavy-duty 
cleaning tasks. Effortlessly clean 
large surfaces in less time with 
the round brush or large flat brush 
head;  Or, get in grout lines and 
corners with the cone brush and 
small flat brush. Go beyond the 
kitchen and bathroom with iON+ 
power — the rechargeable lithium-
ion battery system with a world of 
possibilities. 

SUN JOE extends from 27 in. 
to 50 in. with the included pole 
attachment.   Visit www.snowjoe.
com to see all their products!

Jackie Kennedy Onassis 
brought brains, class, and
style to the White House.

But there is more to the 
woman, including her love 
of history.  Her strength and 
courage despite devastating 
losses didn’t deter this woman 
of drive.

Come hear Jackie tell the story 
of her life, as interpreted by 
Carol Starre-Kmiecik.

Tue, March 23, 2021 • 11:00am
Raffles, lunch at noon, program follows.

Menu: Chicken parmigiana, salad, green beans 
with mushrooms, cavatelli, and raspberry sherbet. 
Vegetarian or gluten-free available upon request 
at least 14 days in advance.

Limited availability due to Covid- 
friendly environment.  Masks required.

First Lady, Trend-Setter, 
Mother & Activist

Call Lake County History Center
440-639-2945

Get ready for spring!
Spruce up your home, make cleaning easier and 

get organized with these great products!



As your local independent agent, we’re 
your neighbor - someone you can trust and 
someone who’s here for you 24/7!

YOUR LOCAL 
HOMETOWN HERO

8039 Broadmoor Road • Mentor
440-946-4950
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It is next to impossible to watch 
any type of TV programming with-
out seeing a commercial advertising 
how you can save money on your 
insurance.  So should you really 
purchase your insurance policy based 
upon the cheapest price?

Before I elaborate on this, allow 
me to ask you a different set of ques-
tions:

• �Would you hire an attorney 
based solely upon who has the 
cheapest hourly rates?

• �Would you hire a financial plan-
ner or investment advisor based 
solely upon their fees?

If you’re like most people, you 
probably answered these questions 
with a resounding “no.”   Then why 
should making a decision on your 
insurance policy be any different?

Your personal insurance policy 
protects your most important assets 
against physical loss and protects you 
against financial ruin stemming from 
liability losses.  Working with an 
insurance agent should not be much 
different than working with an at-
torney, financial planner, or accoun-
tant –– all of them should be trusted 
advisors to you and your family.

Obviously, the insurance purchas-
ing process involves a number of fac-
tors, but coverage and claims service 
should carry just as much weight, if 
not more, than price.

Some auto insurance compa-
nies that advertise solely on price, 
especially those that advertise state 
minimum limits of insurance, will 
only cover drivers who are specifical-
ly named on the insurance policy. In 
such instances, if anyone else drives 
your car (even with your permission), 
you will have no insurance coverage 
in the event of an accident. Is that 
really worth the premium savings?

In addition, some insurance com-
panies advertise replacement cost 
coverage for your home’s contents as 
if this is some new and great cover-

age option.  Do you really want to 
purchase a homeowner policy that 
depreciates your contents in the 
event of a claim?  Again, would that 
be worth the premium savings?

Lastly, what type of service do 
you expect once you have a home or 
auto claim?  The old adage “you get 
what you pay for” certainly applies 
to insurance, as many of the insur-
ance companies who advertise solely 
on price have some of the worst 
consumer complaint ratios.  On the 
other hand, insurance companies 
that utilize local independent agents 
and local claims adjusters tend to 
have a higher degree of customer 
satisfaction.

Since insurance isn’t a tangible 
object, it’s easy for people to focus on 
price.  However, will a cheap insur-
ance program provide you with peace 
of mind and confidence that you will 
be made whole after suffering a loss?  
Or will it leave you asking what you 
actually purchased once your claim is 
not fully paid or, even worse, denied?

Just as you rely on an attorney or 
financial planner to assist you with 
important life decisions, an inde-
pendent insurance agent can assist 
you with finding the coverage that 
will best fit your needs…and your 
pocketbook.

Courtesy of the Corsaro Insur-
ance Group and Central Insurance 
Company.

Matthew Corsaro is the president 
and owner of the Corsaro Insurance 
Group in Mentor, Ohio.  His company 
and staff have been providing insurance 
solutions to families and business own-
ers for over forty years.  Mr. Corsaro 
has obtained the Accredited Advisor 
in Insurance and Certified Insur-
ance Counselor designations.  Corsaro 
Insurance Group represents over 20 
insurance companies.  As well they have 
expertise in all areas of auto, home and 
business insurance.  They can be reached 
at (440) 946-4950.

The hidden costs 
of cheap insurance 

What are you getting for your money?

ICYMI
In Case You Missed It!

Visit www.TodaysFamilyMagazine.com to access hundreds of  
family-related articles and events.  Our site is keyword searchable and is 

mobile-friendly.  Whatever local family information you need, you  
will most likely find it at www.TodaysFamilyMagazine.com!  



s u m m e r CAMP
By Kimberly Blaker

Whether you're looking for enrichment 
for your child, a way to keep your kids 
occupied and supervised while you 

work, or need a short reprieve from parenting, 
there's sure to be a summer camp that's the right 
fit for your child and family.  Even in the midst of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, many summer camps 
will be up and running either offering alterna-
tive programs or by following safety protocols to 
reduce the risk to campers and staff.

 The benefits of summer camp
Summer camp offers kids plenty of benefits, 

and many kids thrill at the idea of going away to 
summer camp.  Still, for some kids, particularly 
those who are shy, introverted, or homebodies, the 
thought of going away for a night, let alone a week 
or more, can cause considerable anxiety.  When 
kids are adamantly opposed, forcing summer camp 
on them may not be in their best interest.

But for kids who are eager – or at least will-
ing to give it a shot without much fuss – summer 
camp offers opportunities kids may not have else-
where.  Summer camp provides kids the following 
benefits:
•	 Fosters independence
•	 Develop new and lasting friendships
•	 Development of new skills
•	 Discovery of new interests and hobbies
•	 Opportunity for creative expression
•	 A break from being plugged-in
•	 Daily exercise
•	 Improves their self-esteem
•	 Teaches kids to work with others
•	 Makes them feel part of a community
•	 Prevents or reduces summer learning loss

Getting started in your search
Before you begin looking into summer camps, 

create a list of the criteria you're looking for.  Here 
are some things you'll want to consider.
•	 What is your budget for summer camp?
•	 �What is the purpose of sending your child to 

summer camp?
•	 �Do you want a resident (overnight) or a day 

camp?
•	 �Are you looking for a short-term (week or two) 

or summer-long program?
•	 �Do you want a camp that's very structured or 

one that provides your child with lots of free-
dom and choices?

•	 �What are your child's passions, such as a par-
ticular sport, hobby, or other interest?

Once you've narrowed down some of the crite-
ria, you can begin your search.  An excellent place 
to start is right here in Today's Family Magazine!  
On pages 9–17 we have listings for many local 
camps. 

The American Camp Association (ACA) ac-
credits summer camps.  So this is another excel-
lent place to look.  The ACA educates camp own-
ers and directors in health and safety for both staff 
and campers as well as program quality.  It then 
accredits camps that meet the ACA's standards.

 Next steps to finding the 
perfect summer camp

Once you've selected a few summer camps that 
meet your primary criteria, and that fit your child's 
interests, share the choices with your child to see 
what excites him or her.  Be sure to let your child 
know upfront that you still need to thoroughly 
investigate the camp(s) before making a final 
decision.  But do keep your child's choices in mind 
to ensure your child gets the most out of summer 
camp.

Once you and your child have narrowed the list 
down to a manageable selection, you'll want to 
investigate the camps further.  There are several 
things you'll want to consider.

Is this camp a safe option for my child 
and family during the pandemic?

Many summer camps are now offering virtual 
programs so kids can benefit from summer camp 
without the risk of contracting and spreading 
COVID-19.  Virtual summer camps range from 
a couple hours a day to all-day camps offering a 
broad range of virtual activities led by counselors.  
Virtual summer camp programs range from free to 
several hundred dollars.

Perhaps you're considering sending your child 
to in-person summer camp.  If so, the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) offers suggestions on 
how summer camp programs can reduce camp-
ers' risk during the pandemic.  Recommendations 

include promoting behaviors to minimize spread, 
maintaining a healthy environment, maintain-
ing healthy operations, being prepared for when 
someone gets sick, and special considerations 
for overnight camps.  When considering an in-
person summer camp, review the CDC's more 
detailed recommendations found at www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-child-
care/summer-camps.html.  Then compile ques-
tions to ask the summer camp you're considering 
to make sure it adheres to these safety protocols.

What are the staff's qualifications?
Many summer camps use teens to staff the 

camps.  Teens make excellent mentors and can 
bring liveliness to summer camp programs. 
However, the programs themselves should be 
developed by professionals and have professional 
oversight to ensure kids are getting the most from 
their camp experience.

How does the camp ensure 
your child's safety?

Find out what kind of safety training the camp 
provides its staffers.  Also, is there staff on hand at 
all times that knows CPR?  What are the camp's 
procedures in the event your child becomes ill, has 
an accident, or an emergency?

 What is the daily schedule for campers?
Ask for a daily itinerary, so you know your child 

will be getting everything you and your child 
anticipate from the program.

 What are the rules?
Each camp has its own set of rules.  So, find 

out whether your child is allowed to call you.  If 
it's a summer-long residential camp, can parents 
come and visit?  Can kids bring along a cell phone 
or electronics?  Also, how much money can they 
bring, and how is it managed?

Don't sweat it
Keep in mind, although there are many great 

camps, no camp is likely to offer everything 
precisely the way you want it.  Just choose the one 
that best fits your child and satisfies your most im-
portant criteria.  Remember, your child will have 
many summers to come and plenty more opportu-
nities to work in more exciting camp experiences.

See pages 12–24 for ads and 
listings of participating camps 

in northeast Ohio.  

How to choose a summer camp your kids will love 
and that you approve – even amid a pandemic
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Busy Bees Pottery 
& Arts Studio
Great Lakes Mall

7850 Mentor Avenue, #554B
Mentor

(440) 571-5201
www.mentor.busybeesart.com

mentor.busybeesart.com/kids-camp

At Busy Bees Pottery & Arts 
Studio in Mentor they offer Art 
Camp during the summer, Monday 
through Friday, from 9 am to 4 pm, 
or 9 am to noon, or 1 pm to 4 pm.  
You can enroll for five full days or 
five half days per week.  Children 
must be between ages of 5–12 
(your child must have completed 
kindergarten and know how to 
cut with scissors).  Each week of 
camp revolves around a specific 
theme and different mediums are 
explored each day of the week.   
Themes include: Deep Space 
Sparkle, Fiesta!, Summer Sweet 
Treats, and Animal Planet, just to 
name a few.

Your child will create one to 
three pieces of artwork each day 
using but not limited to the follow-
ing mediums; clay, pottery, glass 

fusing, and mosaics pieces.  Due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, spaces are 
limited. Sign up now!

Camp Fitch YMCA
www.campfitchymca.org

Camp Fitch’s century-old classic 
sleepaway summer camp provides 
kids, ages 6–17, with a holistically 
safe, values-driven community 
where they discover friendship 
and achievement.  Kids feel like 
they belong among the camp’s 
carefully vetted, highly commit-
ted, and caring staff, who create 
transformative experiences on the 
shore of Lake Erie. 

A life-changing Fitch experience 
is among the most important a 
child can have to develop inde-
pendence and self-confidence. 
Through partnering with the Erie 
Health Department and healthcare 
professionals, they have designed 
a safe environment to make kids 
better, forever. 

Visit campfitchymca.org.

Fairmount Center 
for the Arts

8400 Fairmount Road, Novelty
(440) 338-3171

www.fairmountcenter.org
Email: info@fairmountcenter.org

 

Fairmount Center for the Arts 
will offer camps June 1 through 
July 30 for preschoolers–grade 8.

Camps will be offered both 
on-site and online and consist of 
both half-day and full-day options. 
Camps will explore dance, music, 
theatre and visual arts.  Addition-
ally, multi-arts themed camps will 
provide a sampling of art forms 
designed to explore a variety of 
interests through hands-on activi-
ties offered in a supportive, caring 
and fun environment.  On-site 
camp programs will utilize outdoor 
spaces as feasible, enjoying beau-
tiful summer days. 

Complete camp information will 
be released March 15 with an early 
registration discount of 5% on reg-
istrations completed by April 30.

Located just minutes away from 
Mayfield, Chagrin Falls and Char-
don.

Falcon Camp
Carrollton, OH

(800) 837-CAMP 
www.falconcamp.com

 

Recognized throughout the Mid-
west as Ohio’s premier summer 
camp since 1959, Falcon Camp 
has been chosen as a “Top Ten 
Camp in USA” and selected as the 
“Coolest Camp in Ohio.”  Falcon 
offers a beautiful lakefront setting, 
talented staff and wide variety 
of activities.  Boys and girls ages 
6–16 choose their own schedule 
within a general framework and 
daily activities are separate with 
planned coed events. 

Horseback riding, sailing, swim-
ming, riflery, crafts, tennis, drama, 
archery and much more. 

Falcon has a strong reputation 
for making sure a camper’s first 
overnight experience is very posi-
tive.  The noncompetitive environ-
ment is inviting to new campers 
while their awards system chal-
lenges more experienced camp-
ers.  The 1:4 staff/camper ratio 
allows individual instruction and 
attention.  Most of all it’s great fun! 

s u m m e r CAMP
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Call 440-428-5913 

SSuummmmeerr  FFuunn  aatt 

Pop Star Camp Art Camps 

Theater Camps 

Learn to sing & dance like your  
favorite pop star!  Ages 5 to 10 

Rabbit Run Community Arts Association, 49 Park St., Madison, OH 
www.rabbitrun.org  •  rabbitrunoffice@windstream.net 

Dance Classes 
Dance classes for young  

children & youth in Tap, Jazz, 
Ballet and Creative Movement 

Private Music Lessons 
Lessons available in brass, guitar, voice, percussion,  
piano/keyboard/organ, violin/viola/cello, woodwinds 

Have a blast learning all about  
theater arts in a fun and  
traditional camp setting.   
Ages 7 - 15 

Campers get elbow deep in  
clay & paint as they create  

unique works of art.  
Ages 7 - 16 

RRaabbbbiitt  RRuunn 
. . . Week-long camps and more! 

In-person & virtual learning experience available 

➝



s u m m e r CAMP
Falcon has a special intro pro-

gram for campers ages 6–10. ACA 
accredited, many references avail-
able.  Falcon is an outstanding 
opportunity for fun and learning. 

Fine Arts Association 
Summer Camps

38660 Mentor Avenue
Willoughby

(440) 951-7500
www.fineartsassociation.org

The Fine Arts Association (FAA) 
offers full- and half-day camps for 
the littlest campers at age three 
through high school grads!  From 
the ever popular Theatre Arts 
Camp (TAC), to new classes in 
dance, the summer session will 
open for registrations on Mar. 22. 

Arts camps, classes, workshops, 
and private lessons are offered in 
dance, music, theatre, visual arts, 
and creative arts therapies.  From 
June 14 to July 26, FAA’s six-week 
summer programming offers 
something for all ages and ability 
levels.

FAA serves Lake County and 

drives arts programming to all in 
the surrounding northeast Ohio 
area. While the pandemic has 
created several challenges, it has 
highlighted the importance of 
making the time to have a creative 
outlet to express oneself.  Whether 
you are pursuing the arts recre-
ationally or professionally, FAA is 
the place to create and discover 
beauty.  

Visit fineartsassociation.org to 
learn more.

 
Geauga Humane Society
Rescue Village Summer 

Animal Camps
(440) 338-4819, ext. 20

education@rescuevillage.org
www.rescuevillage.org

Dogs and cats and pigs...oh my!
Would your kids love a camp 

where they can have fun while 
helping to make a difference in the 
lives of homeless animals?

New this year, campers (ages 
9–12) can choose from four dif-
ferent theme experiences (dogs, 
cats, barn animals, and special 
species). Pick one session (in-

JOIN US FOR A FUN-FILLED SUMMER 
AT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL!

Register today at www.us.edu/summer

DAY CAMPS

ENRICHMENT CAMPS

ACADEMIC CAMPS

SPORTS CAMPS
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2021 
Boys/Girls Camp
at Lost Nation Sports Park

Willoughby
June 14–18 | June 21–25

June 28–July 2
9:00 am-3:15 pm each session

CAMP STAFF 
MIKE MORAN: Inducted into 
Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame 
in 2020;  former head coach at 
John Carroll University w/ 459 
career wins; guided JCU to 14 
OAC titles, 12 trips to the NCAA 
Tournament & one Final Four 
appearance;  former VASJ head 
coach where his teams won 
two state championships.
PETE MORAN: Head coach of 
John Carroll University.
PAT MORAN: Assistant coach 
of John Carroll University.
MATT MORAN: Head coach of 
Lake Catholic.
MARK CHICONE: Former head 
coach of both Lake Catholic 
boys team and Mentor High 
School girls.
TONY REDDING: Head coach 
of girls at St. Martin de Porres.
RYAN SCHNEIDER: Head coach 
of boys at St. Martin de Porres.
JOHN GIBBONS: Legendary coach.

•  Eligibility: Camp is 
open to boys and girls 
ages 6–14.

• Camp Fee: $185.00
•  Early registration 

discounts and group 
rates available.

•   Each camper receives 
a camp basketball and 
a camp T-shirt.

Mike Moran 
Basketball Camps

Registration 
Phone: (440) 338-8092

Online: MoranCamps.com
Mail: Brochures will be 

mailed out upon request.  

www.greaterclevelandxc.com

Anyone at any skill level, 
boys and girls entering 

kindergarten through grade 
12 who is interested in 

becoming a better 
cross country runner.

July 18th -
July 22nd

8:00am - 12:00pm
Shore Middle School
5670 Hopkins Road

Mentor

Grades K-12

www.greaterclevelandxc.com

July 18th -
July 22nd

8:00am - 12:00pm
Shore Middle School
5670 Hopkins Road

Mentor

Grades K-12

Sponsored By:

www.greaterclevelandxc.com

Anyone at any skill level, 
boys and girls entering 

kindergarten through grade 
12 who is interested in 

becoming a better 
cross country runner.

Grades K-12
    July 23 - July 27

    8:00 am - noon
Shore Middle School

5670 Hopkins Road • Mentor
www.greaterclevelandxc.com

XC Camp is offering a camp to boys and girls entering 
kindergarten through grade 12 who are interested in becoming a 

better cross country runner.  Any skill level is welcome!

ATTENTION: 
Cross Country 

Runners

July 27–31
8–11:30 am

Shore Middle School
5670 Hopkins Road • Mentor

Sponsored By:

www.greaterclevelandxc.com

www.greaterclevelandxc.com

www.greaterclevelandxc.com

Falcon Camp cont'd
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Travel through summer safely this year at Camp Gilmour. 
With nine weeks of new offerings and old favorites for children as young as 3, Camp 
Gilmour has something for everyone! From our Day Camp to Preschool Camp, 
sports camps to arts camps - children will be active, entertained and safe all 
summer long! We will continue to utilize the successful safety protocols outlined 
in University Hospitals’ Healthy Restart Playbook to ensure the safety of everyone. 

Safe 

Fun with Drones

Digital Photography

Nature-Based Camps

Watercolor Painting: En Plein Air

Volleyball Camp for Girls

Lacrosse for Boys and Girls

Hockey for Boys and Girls

and more . . . 

ACT  FAST
LIMITED ENROLLMENT 

ONLINE REGISTRATION
Visit gilmour.org/summercamp
Before and After Care available

Educating the mind   
Empowering the heart

A unique opportunity for children 8-14 with special needs to 
experience the fun of  learning to ride, groom, and care for horses in a 
safe, skilled, and supportive environment.

Learn to ride
at Lake Erie College’s Therapeutic Riding Center

Summer lessons 
begin in june and run through august!

The only PATH Intl. Premier Accredited Center in Lake County, Ohio!

to sign-up or for more info, please visit
lec.edu/therapeutichorsemanship

George M. Humphrey Equestrian Center
8031 Morley Road | Mentor, Ohio 44060
440.375.8052 |lectrc@lec.edu

s u m m e r CAMP
person or virtual) or attend all four!  
Campers will meet Rescue Village 
adoptable animals and special 
animal guests like reptiles, police 
dogs, and skunks, and will partici-
pate in activities and make crafts 
specific to their chosen theme.  
On-site campers will be outdoors 
at their shelter in Novelty weather 
permitting, and virtual campers 
will attend via Zoom.  Barn theme 
camps will be held at their Kirtland 
location.  Their Summer Animal 
Camp kids learn all about Rescue 
Village and help to enrich the 
lives of shelter animals through a 
variety of activities. 

Sessions are three days (Tues-
day–Thursday), 9 am–noon and fill 
quickly.  Register at give.rescue 
village.org/summercamps. or call 
(440) 338-4819, ext. 20.

Geauga Park District 
Summer Camps

(440) 286-9516
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

Geauga Park District is pleased 
to be planning a more traditional 

Adventure Day Camp experi-
ence in 2021, with two, week-long 
options that will keep campers 
entering grades 5 through 10 from 
needing to travel together in a 
single vehicle.

Registration begins March 20 
at (440) 286-9516 or online at 
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org.  Find 
fees and additional details on the 
website under Activities, then 
Naturalist-Led Experiences.

Kayaking, hiking, geocach-
ing, biking, fishing, building and 
launching model rockets, and 
exploring stream life are just some 
of the anticipated adventures, de-
pending on week of enrollment.

For camps held earlier in the 
season, activities will take place at 
The West Woods’ Affelder House 
and surrounding natural areas.

Later in the summer, campers 
will be dropped off at a different 
park each morning.

X-Treme Days for campers 
entering grades 8 through 10 will 
also feature kayaking, high ropes 
and biking.

Geauga Rescue Village cont'd
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Summer Camps 
and more!

at LNSP East!

440-602-4000 
www.LNSportsPark.com

38630 Jet Center Dr. , Willoughby
North of Rt. 2 off Lost Nation Road

M–F 3:30–9 pm; Sat/Sun 9 am–9 pm
Social distancing is required. Masks must be worn 

while entering and exiting. Our staff will be sanitizing 
the facility and tokens. It is required to bring your own 
helmet and bat to use our cages.

BATTING CAGES 

    Junior Hoopers Academy is a NEW program 
for ages 2 through 5. These classes introduce 
toddlers to the game of basketball with fun 
activities that allow them to run, play as a 
group, shoot and dribble a basketball. They 
gain basic basketball skills while building 
fundamentals such as balance and coordination. 
Classes include activities that are focused on a child 
development with fun games incorporating parachutes, bubbles, 
noodles, cones, lots of basic dribbling and more.

JUNIOR HOOPERS ACADEMY

Date: Eight-week program; spring session coming in April
Ages: 2-3 (with parents) and 4-5 (without parents)

For registration and more info contact: 
Sarah@LNSportsPark.com.

NEW!

CLEVELAND SOCCER ACADEMY 
SUMMER CAMP

MIKE MORAN 
BASKETBALL CAMPS

Tuition is $185.00 per camper per session.
Early bird tuition is $165.00 for campers registering by May 1! 

Register at www.morancamps.com or call 
440-338-8092 to request a brochure or for info.

Contact Ali Kazemaini, camp director, 
at Kaz@LNSportspark.com.

Three separate one-week sessions
Monday-Friday, 9:00 am–3:15 pm 

June 14–18 /June 21–25 / June 28–July 2

Half-day camps only
Monday–Friday, 9:00–11:30 am

July 26–July 30

Boys and 
girls ages 

8–14

s u m m e r CAMP
Gilmour Day Camps

34001 Cedar Road, Gates Mills
www.gilmour.org/summercamp

(440) 473-8000 ext. 2267
www.gilmour.org/summercamp

Email: summercamp@gilmour.org

With nine weeks of exciting 
offerings, Camp Gilmour is the 
official camp of safe summer fun!  
Camps will be offered from  
June 7–August 6.

Along with exciting new camps, 
Gilmour will be offering their 
Preschool Camp (ages 3–5), with 
exciting themes each week; Day 
Camp (ages 5–12), where camp-
ers can attend for the full day or 
combine a half day of day camp 
with other half-day specialty 
camps; and their sports camps, 
hosted by Gilmour coaches from 
some of their state-ranked athletic 
programs.

Gilmour offers before- and after- 
care options from 7:15 am–6 pm.

Camp Gilmour utilizes the suc-
cessful safety protocols outlined 
by University Hospitals to ensure 
the safety of everyone throughout 
their 144-acre campus.

Space is limited, so register 
today online at www.gilmour.org/
summercamp.  If you have any 
questions, please call (440) 473-
8000 ext. 2267 or email them at 
summercamp@gilmour.org.

Gilmour Academy is an inde-
pendent, Catholic, coed school in 
the Holy Cross tradition.  Montes-
sori (18 months–kindergarten) and 
grades 1–12.
 

Girl Scouts of  
North East Ohio

Camp Ledgewood and 
Camp Timberlane

Peninsula, OH and Wakeman, OH
www.gsneo.org/camp

Summer is just around the cor-
ner, and it’s time to start planning 
your girl’s next big adventure.  The 
best part is, all girls are welcome 
— no Girl Scout experience neces-
sary!

Girls benefit from being in an all-
girl environment, away from home, 
where they learn independence, 
and to never back down from a 
big adventure.  Camping is a great 
way for girls to explore leadership, 
build skills, and develop a deep 
appreciation for nature.  Whether 
for a day, a week, or longer, Girl 
Scout camp gives girls an oppor-
tunity to grow, explore, and have 
fun under the guidance of caring, 
trained adults.

They have a camp for every girl! 
They offer one-day programs and 
week-long day camps. They also 
have week-long resident camps 
at Camps Ledgewood and Tim-
berlane.  Plus, their unique camp 
themes ensure she’ll find the 
perfect fit for her.

Great Day Child Care 
Learning Center

2471 Hubbard Road, Madison
(440) 428-5993

14810 Madison Road (St. Rt. 528)
Middlefield

(440) 632-1832 
4325 Manchester Road, Perry

(440) 259-8125
www.greatdaychildcare.com

 

Great Day Child Care Learning 
Centers provide the highest qual-
ity child care services to families 
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www.HorizonChildcare.com

MENTOR
8303 Tyler Blvd.
440-205-8420

EUCLID
1050 E. 200th St.
216-481-3830

CLEVELAND
2285 Columbus Rd.

216-344-3000

Give your child the tools they need

Free Preschool
Preescolar Gratis

Limited Space Available. Call for details & eligibility.
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www.HorizonChildcare.com

MENTOR
8303 Tyler Blvd.
440-205-8420

EUCLID
1050 E. 200th St.
216-481-3830

CLEVELAND
2285 Columbus Rd.

216-344-3000

Give your child the tools they need

Free Preschool
Preescolar Gratis

Limited Space Available. Call for details & eligibility.
– Free TransporTaTion –
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www.HorizonChildcare.com

MENTOR
8303 Tyler Blvd.
440-205-8420

EUCLID
1050 E. 200th St.
216-481-3830

CLEVELAND
2285 Columbus Rd.

216-344-3000

Give your child the tools they need

Free Preschool
Preescolar Gratis

Limited Space Available. Call for details & eligibility.
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www.HorizonChildcare.com

MENTOR
8303 Tyler Blvd.
440-205-8420

EUCLID
1050 E. 200th St.
216-481-3830

CLEVELAND
2285 Columbus Rd.

216-344-3000

Give your child the tools they need

Free Preschool
Preescolar Gratis

Limited Space Available. Call for details & eligibility.
– Free TransporTaTion –

www.HorizonChildcare.com

Summer camp at Horizon is the perfect 
spot for your child to be physically 

active, gain confidence, develop life 
long skills, and make friends! 

Summer Camp

TODAY’S FAMILY MAGAZINE         MARCH2021          15



G Mariana Perez,
Director of Dance

Jump Into a
Summer of
FUN!

Summer
ARTS Camps

Preschoolers through 
Grade 8

Half & Full Day Options

On-site & Online
Programs

Full program available
MARCH 15

Camps begin JUNE 1
FairmountCenter.org

440-338-3171

s u m m e r CAMP
in Madison, Perry, Middlefield, and 
surrounding cities.  

Their staff is trained and certi-
fied in: CPR, first aid, communica-
ble disease & child abuse recogni-
tion so you can rest assured they 
are in good hands.  

In addition, the caring and 
compassionate environment will 
help your child to grow and have 
fun interacting with friends while 
learning new skills every day.

They offer a summer program 
for school age children kindergar-
ten to 12 years of age.  The large, 
outdoor, fenced-in area gives kids 
a chance to play with their friends 
and enjoy the summer weather. 
The weekly themes, special 
guests, like Jungle Terry, and 
water days, will give your child 
something to look forward to all 
summer.  Visit them online or give 
them a call for more details.  

 

Greater Cleveland 
Cross Country Camp 

www.greaterclevelandxc.com
(440) 290-0185

The Greater Cleveland Cross 
Country Camp is geared for the 
beginner to the advanced runner, 
who is looking to have a better 
focus pertaining to the fundamen-
tals of cross country running and 
conditioning, to obtain maximum 
benefit. 

Through group runs, guest 
speakers and group activities, 
each runner will leave with a 
positive attitude, tools to become 
an improved runner, and a better 
understanding of running. 

This is the 18th annual cross 
country camp and will be held 
Tuesday, July 27 through Saturday, 
July 31 from 8 am until 11:30 am 
at Shore Middle School in Men-
tor. The last day is a cross country 
race for all campers based on 
grade level. The camp is open to 
boys and girls kindergarten thru 
12th grade. 

The Greater Cleveland Cross 
Country Camp is organized by 

Great Day Child Care cont'd
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INNOVATION

Inspire
InnovatE

Create

College Credit 1cr LEC $500* SCholarship 

Class is limited to 13 students.
�e cost is only $150.00.
Class time is from 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. M-F 
during Innovation

Contact Anthony Ezzo for more 
information at aezzo@lec.edu

For every high school student that completes the boot 
camp.

�is 5-day boot camp is for high school students who 
are freshman-seniors (up to 19 years old) and have an 
interest in graphic design. Students will be taught the 
basics and we will focus on introducing the industry 
leading software (InDesign). 

�ose students that excel in Innovation boot camp 
could receive an LEC $1000* scholarship.

391 West Washington Street  |  Painesville, Ohio 44077  |  lec.edu *Scholarships are awarded to students who enroll full-time at LEC 
and major in Visual Communication and Graphic Design.

s u m m e r CAMP
Mentor High School boys and 
girls head cross country coach, 
Bill Dennison, with the support of 
other local cross country coaches 
and college runners. They hope 
each camper leaves with the love 
and passion that the staff at the 
Greater Cleveland Cross Country 
Camp has.   

Hawken Summer Programs
Gates Mills and Lyndhurst

(440) 423-2940
summer.hawken.edu

Hawken Summer Programs offer 
a variety of activities led by expe-
rienced professionals for boys and 
girls ages 4–18. 

Camps run between June and 
August, and offerings include day 
camps, Passport Camps, athlet-
ics camps, and summer studies. 
These opportunities enable chil-
dren to develop existing passions 
and discover new ones; they also 
provide exposure to new people 
and new skills, which helps build 
self-esteem, independence, and 
confidence. 

For more information, contact 
summerprograms@hawken.edu, 
(440) 423-2940, or visit summer.
hawken.edu. Visit www.hawken.
edu/healthy-hawken-restart to 
learn more about Hawken’s  
COVID-19 protocols.

Horizon Child 
Development Center

8303 Tyler Boulevard, Mentor
(440) 205-8420

www.horizonchildcare.com

This summer will be busy at Ho-
rizon Learning Center in Mentor. 
The school-agers and preschool-
ers will be offered piano lessons, 
yoga, karate, and S.T.E.M.-based 
activities such as robotics.   

Children will also participate in 
sports camps and field trips to the 
Mentor Civic Center, Great Lakes 
Science Center and other fun 
places. 

Horizon CDC features FREE pre-
school for qualifying 3- and 4-year-
olds.  This program is offered from 
9–11:30 am Monday through Friday 
following Mentor Public School’s 
calendar, and is available through 

a grant from the Ohio Department 
of Education.  Horizon is the only 
center in Lake County qualified for 
this service. 

Academically the center pro-
vides age-appropriate program-
ming for infants through school-
age kids.  The curriculum is based 
on Ohio’s Step Up to Quality 
program and each classroom in-
cludes experienced teachers who 
are encouraged to add their own 
special touches to the Learning 
Program. 

Tuition includes, breakfast, two 
snacks and a hot lunch for all stu-
dents.  They even provide formula 
and jar food for the infants. Part-
time or full-time enrollment is avail-
able, and vouchers are accepted.

Hospice of the Western 
Reserve Together We Can 

Grief Camp
(216) 486-6838

www.hospicewr.org/griefandloss
Are you looking for a way to 

help a grieving child or teen? 
Western Reserve Grief Services is 
hosting grief-support camps this 

summer to help children coping 
with the death of loved ones.

Led by trained bereavement 
professionals from Hospice of the 
Western Reserve, they combine 
art, music, play and nature ex-
ploration to help with the healing 
process. The camps bring together 
children, all of whom have expe-
rienced the death of a loved one, 
in a safe, supportive environment. 
All camps are open to the commu-
nity and offered at a nominal cost 
(scholarships available).

“In an atmosphere of comfort 
and trust, the camps offer children 
a chance to learn about grief and 
new ways of expressing feelings, 
and to honor their special person,” 
said Karen Hatfield, director of 
Western Reserve Grief Services. 
“We start as strangers and leave 
as friends.”

For a full list of community re-
sources, visit www.hospicewr.org/
griefandloss.

Cross Country Camp cont'd
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www.falconcamp.com 

800/837-CAMP 

This is the best camp I’ve ever been too! I can’t wait to go back!   
I LOVE FALCON!  SUMMER                                                     SEE  ALL MY FRIENDS. 
Excellent  effo          rt                                                                   caring staff. 

Great Food and good healthy selections.   Willrecipes for back home! 
Horses                                                                                                Riflery, 
Tennis                                                                                                      fun 


T                                                                                                                                                                           d. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C                                                                                                                                                                                    
T                                                                                                                                                                                t! 
Na                                                                                                             est         
CIT                                                                                                         snd!! 
Everyo                                                                                               w      onderful 
Care of ea                                                                                                  he time.  
At nigh                                                                     biggest                                          
campfires.                                                              IS MY FAVORITE 
PLACE IN THE WORLD. W                                                                The staff really 
listened to me. I love it                                is my second home! 
                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  800 - 837 - CAMP 
www.falconcamp.com 

Ohio’s Premier Summer Camp

AWARD WINNING!
Top 10 Camp in USA!   

–EarlyChildhoodEducationZone.com                

Selected as Ohio’s “Coolest Camp”
–Philly.com

Program Excellence Award        
–American Camp Association Ohio

Best Parenting Award 2019 
        -Cincinnati Family Magazine

Traditional Resident Summer Camp (ages 6–16)
• Only 90 miles south of Cleveland – Carrollton OH.
•  For boys and girls - separate activities with planned  

coed events.
• 2,- 4-, 6- or 8-week sessions.
•  Horseback riding, sailing, swimming, arts, drama, archery, 

riflery, nature, sports, fishing and so much more!
• Campers choose own activities within broad framework.
• American Camp Association Accredited Camp since 1959.
•  1:4 staff/camper ratio allows excellent supervision and  

instruction.

Young Adventurers Summer Camp (ages 6–10)
• Special one-week intro sessions includes all camp activities.
•  Designed to give first-time younger campers an outstanding  

‘first adventure.’
•  1:3 staff/camper ratio allows for extra attention with living  

habits, meals, bedtime and social skills.

TAKE A 
VIRTUAL TOUR

at 
www.falconcamp.com

DON’T MISS OUT!
Camp is filling now!

At Falcon, Good 
Things Happen 

by Design.

s u m m e r CAMP
Lake County YMCA

(440) 354-5656
www.lakecountyymca.org

At the Y, they value the unique 
personalities and potential of ev-
ery child and teen.  Summer camp 
creates an environment where 
kids are encouraged to explore 
and discover new things, cultivate 
friendships and make memories 
that last a lifetime.

The Lake County Y Central, East 
End, and West End offer a variety 
of summer day camp and adven-
ture camp experiences for pre-
schoolers and children ages 4–14.   
Through hands-on experiences, 
children gain self-reliance, a love 
of nature and develop attitudes 
and practices that build character 
and leadership—all amidst the fun 
of camp songs, crafts, swimming, 
sports, talent shows and meaning-
ful friendships.

Lake Erie College
Innovation Graphic Design 

Boot Camp
391 West Washington Street 

Painesville
(440) 375-7050

www.lec.edu

The Innovation graphic design 
boot camp at Lake Erie College 
(LEC) allows students to explore 
original, useful and creative com-
munication ideas.  During the five-
day Innovation week at LEC, the 
students will learn the basic prin-
ciples of graphic design and apply 
their creative ideas to design 
layouts.  Students will be intro-
duced to the critique process and 
begin to work through creative 
problem-solving as it applies to 
communication.  Innovation week 
is a good way for students with 
potential interest in graphic design 
to understand the design process 
and learn if graphic design is the 
right career path for them.

A student with a BFA in visual 
communication and graphic de-
sign degree can become a graphic 
designer, art director, creative di-

MIDDLEFIELD
14810 Madison Rd. 

(Rt. 528)
440.632.1832

greatday1@netlink.net
Hours:

Mon–Fri  
5:30 am–7:30 pm

MADISON
2471 Hubbard Rd.

440.428.5993
greatday3@netlink.net

Hours: 
Mon–Fri  

5:30 am–6:30 pm

Great summers happen at 
Great Day Child Care!

Great Day Child Care 
Learning Centers 

www.greatdaychildcare.com

•  Summer program for children 
kindergarten to 12 years old.

•  Camps run June 1–August 14.
•  Weekly rate includes cereal, 

snacks, crafts, games & more.

•  Crafts 
•  Special guests
•  Themed weeks
•  Water days

•  Games & sports
•   Large fenced  

playground
•  Much more!

Activities and Events

PERRY 
4325 Manchester Rd.

440.259.8125
greatday4@netlink.net

Hours:
Mon–Fri 

5:30 am–6:30 pm
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rector, web design, UI/UX designer 
(app design), production artist 
and freelancer.  Because the skills 
learned are so versatile, the pos-
sibilities are endless for individuals 
in graphic design. 

Lake Erie College 
Therapeutic Riding Center

George M. Humphrey 
Equestrian Center

8031 Morley Road, Mentor
(440) 375-8052

lec.edu/therapeutichorsemanship
Email: lectrc@lec.edu 

 

Come ride at the Lake Erie Col-
lege Therapeutic Riding Center, 
Lake County’s only PATH Intl Pre-
mier Accredited Center! 

Children ages 8–14 years old 
with special needs can experi-
ence the joy of riding, grooming, 
and caring for horses during their 
equine-assisted horsemanship les-
sons.  Students participate in a va-
riety of fun and creative mounted 
activities to increase their confi-
dence, improve physical strength, 

and develop problem-solving 
skills.  Building relationships with 
their classmates, volunteer team, 
and equine partners fosters inde-
pendence, improved language 
skills, and better impulse control.

Students receive a personal 
evaluation to determine if the 
program is right for them.  Sum-
mer lessons begin in June and run 
through August.

Learn more about their thera-
peutic riding program at  lec.edu/
therapeutichorsemanship. 

*Volunteers ages 14 and up with 
or without horse experience are 
needed to support the riders in 
the program.  Visit their website to 
learn how you can help.

Lost Nation Sports Park
38630 Jet Center Drive

Willoughby
(440) 602-4000

www.LNSportsPark.com

Mike Moran Basketball Camps 
Open to boys and girls ages 6–14

Session #1: June 14–18
Session #2: June 21–25

Session #3: June 28–July 2

• �Week-long program (M–F)
• �9:00 am–3:15 pm.  
• �Weekly tuition is $185.  
• �Early registration discount is 

only $165. 
• �All campers receive a T-shirt 

and basketball.
Call (440) 338-8092 for more 

information.

Cleveland Soccer Academy
Summer Camp

Open to boys and girls ages 8–14
Half-day camps, M–F, 9–11:30 am

July 26–30
Email Ali Kazemaini, camp director, 

at Kaz@LNSportspark.com.

Mike Moran 
Basketball Camps

Held at Lost Nation Sports Park
Willoughby  

(440) 338-8092
www.morancamps.com

The Mike Moran Basketball 
Camps are the oldest running 
basketball camps in northern Ohio, 
with over 40 years of operation.  
It has always been able to boast 
about having the most experi-

enced staff of coaches.  All the 
instructors are successful college 
and high school head coaches.

Because it is always well at-
tended, participants will be work-
ing with other players of their 
same age group and ability level.  
The Moran Camp has always 
stressed the teaching and drill-
ing of fundamentals.  It is truly a 
camp designed for young players 
who want to improve their skills 
and be able to play competitive 
basketball.  The camp runs all day, 
Monday through Friday, from 9:00 
am–3:15 pm.  Over the years it has 
been acclaimed by many newspa-
pers and organizations as the top 
basketball camp in the area!   

Because of the Mike Moran 
Camps popularity, it fills up quickly.  
Take advantage of the early reg-
istration discount.  Visit their new 
website morancamps.com for easy 
registration.  Call (440) 338-8092 
for a free brochure!

Mike Moran Basketball Camps 
Open to boys and girls ages 6–14

Session #1: June 14–18
Session #2: June 21–25

Session #3: June 28–July 2

Lake Erie Graphics Camp cont'd
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Rabbit Run Community 

Arts Association
49 Park Street, Madison 

(440) 428-5913 
www.rabbitrun.org

Youth of all ages have tons of 
fun discovering hidden talents 
in many different fine arts camps 
available at Rabbit Run Commu-
nity Arts Association in Madison.  

Youth Art Camp is for anyone 
who likes to be creative and may-
be make a mess in the process.  In 
these one-week camps, campers, 
ages seven to 16, get elbow deep 
in paint, clay, and other mediums 
as they create original two- and 
three-dimensional works of art.  

Pop Star Camp, a one-week 
day camp, gets youth ages five 
through 10 up and moving as they 
learn to sing and dance like their 
favorite pop star. 

Campers delve into all areas of 
the theater arts including drama, 
music, dance, costumes, make-up, 
and stage craft in both Junior The-
ater Camp for ages four through 
eight and Explorer’s Theater 
Camp for ages eight through 15.

Specific dates for all camps to 
be announced. Most camps will 
have an in-person and a virtual 
learning experience option.  

For more information, call 
RRCAA at (440) 428-5913 or visit 
www.rabbitrun.org.

University School 
Summer of Adventures 

(216) 321-8260
Junior kindergarten–grade 8 

20701 Brantley Road
Shaker Heights 

Grades 9–12 
2785 SOM Center Road

Hunting Valley 
www.us.edu/summer

University School’s Summer of 
Adventures includes enrichment 
camps, along with their popular 
sports clinics and day camps. 
Programs will be in person, on 
campus, and led by experienced 
teachers and varsity coaches. 
They offer coed and boys camps 
for preschool-age kids through 
high school-age students.

Their one-, two- or three-week 
Preschool Day Camp engages 

DANCE, MUSIC, THEATRE, VISUAL ARTS, 

& CREATIVE ARTS THERAPIES! 

 

REGISTRATIONS OPEN 

ON MARCH 22ND!

The Fine Arts Association | 38660 Mentor Ave. 

Willoughby, OH 44094  

(440) 951-7500 | fineartsassociation.org

Go to lakecountyymca.org 
for more information

Lake County YMCA 
Day Camp 2021

Day Camp 2021 Ad MiMi Magazine.indd   1Day Camp 2021 Ad MiMi Magazine.indd   1 1/25/2021   10:59:56 AM1/25/2021   10:59:56 AM20          MARCH2021          www.TodaysFamilyMagazine.com
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 Exciting adventures await you.

Imagine summer,
         think Hawken!
Summer programs for boys and girls ages 4-18.
Hawken Summer Programs provide some of the best summer enrichment 

opportunities in Greater Cleveland. Campers can choose from a broad 
menu of programs that are specifically designed to be age-appropriate, fun, 

and worthwhile. 

Day Camps  •  One-week Passport Camps  •  Athletics Camps
Summer Studies for Grades 6 –12

To register and for full camp descriptions visit 
  summer.hawken.edu or contact us at 440-423-2940 

       or summerprograms@hawken.edu

summer.hawken.edu 

prekindergarten boys in a creative 
and stimulating environment.  US’s 
six-week Boys Day Camp is the 
place where boys experience 
teamwork, sportsmanship, athletic 
and nonathletic skill-building, and 
pride in a job well done. 

Summertime is for exploring 
interests, and US offers many 
specialized coed enrichment 
camps, including art and design, 
outdoor adventure, rocketry, avia-
tion, LEGO, and Minecraft.  Coed 
sports camps are for beginning 
athletes looking for an introduction 
to a sport, or for student-athletes 
wanting to take their talents to a 
higher level.  Summer programs 
begin June 14. Extended day op-
tions (before- and after-camp) are 
available.

West Geauga Recreation 
Council Summer Day Camp

(Next to West Geauga Middle 
School in Chesterland)

www.wgrc.org
Email: camp@wgrc.org

Days of fun with old and new 
friends are what await you at 
WGRC camp. There is so much to 
do! Take advantage of their day 
rate and let the kids get a feel for 
what camp is about.  

WGRC Day Camp is for children 
entering kindergarten through 
8th grade.  The campground is on 
15 wooded acres with a covered 
pavilion, heated swimming pool, 
volleyball court, soccer field, 
basketball courts, arts and crafts 
pavilion, and playgrounds.  

Daily activities include arts 
and crafts, games, sports, hiking, 
swimming (under supervision of li-
censed lifeguards), special guests, 
and entertainment. Learn to Swim 
for all ages is also available.

Camp opens June 7 and is open 
all summer (except for July 4) from 
9 am–4 pm.  Before- and after-
care are available.

University School cont'd
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DAY CAMP 21
S U M M E R

WEST GEAUGA RECREATION COUNCIL

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER, VISIT WGRC.ORG

FOR KIDS 
AGES 

5 –12 YRS

sports
arts & crafts
games

swimming
drama
hiking

Daily Outdoor Activities

Learn-to-swim for all ages available.

Daily and Weekly Options –

$30/daily  |  $140/weekly

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. daily
Extendend care available

CAMP STARTS JUNE 7
EARLY REGISTRATION AND MULTI-CHILD FAMILY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE



s u m m e r CAMP

Summer Art Camp 
Registration is Open!

Includes:
• All materials/supplies for projects.
• Small class size.
• A relaxing, good time!
• Sign up by the week.
• Full week, full day 9 am–4 pm; $299.
• Full week, half day 9 am–noon OR 1 pm–4 pm; $199.

Great Lakes Mall, Mentor
(440) 571-5201

www.mentor.busybeesart.com
mentor@busybeesart.com Like us for updates and specials!

For details and registration visit: 
https://bit.ly/21artcamp

Promo Code CAMP35 to get $35 off!

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
$35 off per week 
When signed up by April 30, 2021.
Call (440) 571-5201 to register.
Or visit https://bit.ly/21artcamp

Promo Code: CAMP35

Paint Your Own
Canvas • Pottery 

Glass Painting • Board Art
Create Your Own
Mosaics • Glass Fusing 

Clay Hand Building
Also Available

Workshops • Parties • Outings
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By Cheryl Maguire
 

When I was young, I only 
had one choice for 
summer camp—the 

town camp –– a traditional, all-day, 
six-hour camp with a heavy em-
phasis on sports.  I was more of a 
bookworm than an athlete so this 
type of camp was not a good match 
for my personality.  I remember 
coming home every day whining to 
my mom, “It was so hot and all we 
did was play (fill in a sport).  Do I 
have to go to camp tomorrow?”  By 
the end of the summer, I’m sure my 
mom wished there were other op-
tions for me.

Now there are so many choices it 
can be overwhelming to figure out 
what type of camp would be a good 
fit for your child.  Hopefully, the 
following descriptions will help you 
to match your child with the correct 
camp so you hear your child tell you, 
“Camp was so much fun today,” in-
stead of what my poor mother dealt 
with daily.

TRADITIONAL DAY CAMPS
A traditional day camp is six 

hours (half day options may be 
available) and offers a variety of 
activities such as sports, swimming, 
art, and music. These camps are lo-
cated at YMCAs, schools, or private 
settings.

Is this a good fit for your child?
Most of the activities are outside 

so if your child loves the outdoors 
and playing sports or team building 
activities then this would be a good 
type of camp for them.  Since there 
is a variety of activities this would 
also be a good fit for a child that 
likes to try different things.

SPORTS CAMPS
Specialty sports camps usually are 

one sport such as baseball or soccer 
that the child plays either for three 
or six hours.  Depending on where 
you live there may even be an option 
for tennis, golf and more.  This type 
of camp is typically owned by pri-
vate organizations.  Some local cities 
operate sports camps.

Is this a good fit for your child?
If your child loves a specific sport 

and would like to improve their 
skills, this would be a great option.  
It could even be a way for your child 
to try a sport such surfing that they 
might not otherwise have exposure 
to it.
 

ART/MUSICAL THEATER 
CAMPS

Specialty art or musical theater 
camps focus solely on the arts. Mu-
sical theater camps typically show-
case a production such as “Beauty 
and the Beast,” whereas in an art 
camp a child would use a variety of 
art mediums like painting or draw-
ing. These type of camps are located 
in public schools or private organi-
zations. In the public school setting 
the drama teacher usually runs the 
camp, and it isn’t widely advertised 
but it is available for anyone to par-
ticipate.  To find out more informa-
tion call schools in your area.

Is this a good fit for your child?
If your child is creative and prefers 

the indoors, then these types of 
camps would be worth looking into. 
It may be a good way to introduce 
the arts to your child since most of 
these camps are time-limited for one 
week.
 

EDUCATIONAL CAMPS
An educational camp focuses on 

learning a new skill or subject mat-
ter.  Since it is camp and not school 
these types of camps tend to be 

What type of camp will your child like?



 

GEAUGA PARK DISTRICT’SGEAUGA PARK DISTRICT’S

REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 20 
Space is limited • 440-286-9516  •  Visit http://bit.ly/gpdcamps for details

Get outside for some fun!Get outside for some fun!

WEEK-LONG  
ADVENTURE CAMPS
for youth entering  

grades 5-7

X-TREME DAY ADVENTURES 
AND/OR ONE WEEK-LONG CAMP  

for teens entering  
grades 8-10

Photos by Abby Smith
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hands-on with an emphasis on fun.  
These camps are located in schools, 
museums, and colleges.

 
Is this a good fit for your child?
If your child is curious and always 

asking questions about how/why 
things work, this may be a good 
match for them.  If a child is inter-
ested in learning a new skill such as 
computer programming or speaking 
Spanish, some educational camps 
offer that as well.
 

OVERNIGHT CAMPS
Overnight camp is when your 

child lives at the camp for either a 
week or longer period.  These camps 
tend to offer options such as sailing, 
boating, archery, horseback riding 
and other activities that may not be 
available close to your home.

Is this a good fit for your child?
An overnight camp gives your 

child the chance to meet other kids 
from different states and countries.  
There is also more time to do activi-
ties and foster independence com-
pared to traditional day camps.

By Christa Melnyk Hines

Summer camp is a time-honored 
tradition, rich with activities, new-
found friendships and a lifetime of 
memories.  Explore a few ways to 
make your child's camp experience 
smooth sailing from start to finish.

S'more Than Just Fun. Accord-
ing to the RAND Corporation, a 
nonprofit research organization, 
children who participate in summer 
programs, like experiential learning 
activities offered in an organized 
camp, are less likely to experience a 
significant summer learning slide. 

Camp also enhances a child's 
physical and emotional well-being. 
Activities build social skills, team-
work and independence, which all 
contribute to stronger self-confi-
dence and leadership abilities. 

Avoid Camp Run Amok.  First, 
together with your child, decide 
what skills you want your child to 
gain and choose a camp that fits her 
needs and interests, as well as your 
family's values. 

Check out safety guidelines in 
the camp's parent handbook.  Day 
and specialty camps should carry a 
current state childcare license.  Ad-
ditionally, staff should be trained 
in emergency, communication 
and safety procedures, behavior 
management techniques (includ-
ing handling the common bout 
of homesickness), and child abuse 
prevention. 

Camp Starlight.  Overnight 
camps, typically in an outdoor set-
ting, can last anywhere from a few 
days to several weeks and are gener-
ally offered for children ages 7 and 
up.  If you aren't sure your child is 
ready, allow him to spend the night 
at friends' houses occasionally.

Conquer Camp Blues.  Prepara-
tion and an awareness of what to 
expect can ease the transition from 
home to camp.  Before your child 
departs, go over a list of everything 
she will need.  Pack a physical con-
nection to home like a favorite sleep-
ing bag, stuffed animal or pillow. 

Also, mail a card ahead of time to 

ensure it arrives before the end of 
camp.  Tell your child how you look 
forward to hearing her camp stories, 
but avoid saying how much you miss 
her which can trigger homesickness 
and worry.

Fourteen-year veteran Boy Scout 
leader, soccer coach and father of 
eight, John Whiteside, is a camping 
pro.  Over the years, he and his chil-
dren have participated in multiple 
camps, including sports, band and 
weeklong scout camps.

Initial nervousness isn't unusual.  
If your child asks to come home, 
Whiteside says to consider the situa-
tion, but to encourage him to discuss 
his anxieties with the camp coun-
selor and take it one day at a time. 
"Tell him 'Yes, today was hard, but I 
think it will be better tomorrow' and 
usually tomorrow is better," he says.

While your child may struggle at 
first, chances are he'll come home 
a happy camper with a heightened 
sense of self-confidence, memorable 
stories and a passel of new friends 
to boot. 

s u m m e r CAMP
Preparing happy campers



All girls are welcome!
No Girl Scout experience necessary.

Our camps feature a wide range of activities including: 
swimming, archery, arts & crafts, high ropes and low ropes, 
target sports, canoeing, kayaking, theater, astronomy, zip line, 
nature, and more! 

Come to our free open houses, meet our camp directors, and 
see which Girl Scout camp is right for you! These are fun events 
for the whole family! Take a tour, then stay the afternoon for 
nature activities, crafts, songs and games, a campfire, and 
s’mores!

visit gsneo.org/camplife800.852.4474

CHOOSE YOURCHOOSE YOUR

Open House
4-25-21
2-4pm

Camp
Ledgewood
Peninsula, OH

Open House
5-2-21
2-4pm

Camp
Sugarbush
Kinsman, OH

Open House
4-18-21
2-4pm

Camp
Timberlane
Wakeman, OH


