
Franklin TV Adapts, 
Improves during 
Pandemic
By J.D. O’Gara

We can’t go to ball games. 
We can’t go to meetings. We 
can’t be places in person. A 
side effect of  a pandemic, 
the need to use technol-
ogy to see and hear each 
other has become para-
mount, and for the 
town of  Franklin, that 
means putting the 
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Millis Ashram 
Opens Curbside 
Food Pantry for All
By J.D. O’Gara 

Seva.  The word 
means “selfless ser-
vice,” and for the spiri-
tual Sikh community, 
it is an integral part of  
daily life – a practice 
of  acting selflessly and 
helping others without 
any expectation of  
personal gain. One act 
of  seva is langar, the 
act of  preparing and 
serving a free commu-
nity meal, and in that 

spirit, Sikh Dharma of  
Massachusetts recently 
opened a new pick-up 
food pantry, operating 
every Saturday from 
12-2 p.m. in the drive-
through parking lot of  
Woodside Montessori 
School at 350 Village 
Street in Millis. 

“We’d been think-
ing about doing this 

Dr. Manjit Kaur Khalsa, EdD, President of Guru 
Ram Das Ashram and Gurdwara, stands in the 
recently updated kitchen at the Sikh Dharma 
center in Millis. “Guru Nanak’s Community 
Kitchen” will provide free meals and as its first 
step has opened a Saturday morning drive-
through food pantry at Woodside Montessori.

WITH OUR GIFT CARD 
GIVE-A-WAYS!Check out page 2 for details!
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Explore our new website  
franklintownnews.com and 
enter to win a $100 gift card to

WITH OUR GIFT CARD GIVE-A-WAYS!

NEW CONTESTS ANNOUNCED EVERY MONTH!

CAFE

M
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FIN HOUSE

M
UF

FIN HOUSE

CAFE
Hopkinton •  Mendon • Medway • Natick

Winner will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on April 22.

One entry per 
day/per person.  
Contest open 

April 1 - 21, 2021

for a long time, and in the spring, 
when Covid came, we decided to 
start. We hope to serve the larger 
community, and we’re hoping to 
expand this, to go out into the 
community to feed people,” says 
Dr. Manjit Kaur Khalsa, EdD, 
President of  Guru Ram Das 
Ashram and Gurdwara, the New 
England regional center for Sikh 
Dharma and Kundalini Yoga, in 
Millis, Mass. 

Members of  this community, 
about 22 of  whom live at the 
Ashram and 1,000 who come 
weekly (although the center is 
currently closed due to the pan-
demic), raised money to upgrade 
the Ashram’s kitchen to a com-
mercial grade space. They plan 
to use “Guru Nanak’s Com-
munity Kitchen,” named for 
the 15th century founder of  the 
Sikh religion, to prepare meals 
for neighbors in need. The food 
pantry is a part of  that.

“It’s really needed right now, 
considering the state of  every-
thing going on,” says Edwin 
Meglio, food pantry coordina-
tor. Meglio, who has come to 
the center for years for yoga and 

meditation, has used his experi-
ence in the national food industry 
to get the pantry up and running. 

“We got together and learned 
the rules and regulations of  dis-
tributing food to people,” says 
Meglio, who has received gener-
ous donations of  non-perishable 
foods and toiletries from Trader 
Joes, among others. “We want to 
make sure we’re being as care-
ful as possible, as half  the people 
(who live) at the Ashram are 50 
and over and at higher risk (for 
Covid). Our team is extremely 
careful to be vigilant that we do 
everything exactly according to 
the CDC and state guidelines.”

Anyone from Massachusetts 
is welcome “We’re trying to help 
as many people as possible,” says 

Meglio, who has reached out to 
the Franklin Senior Center to 
work on getting food delivered 
to local homebound seniors. 
“Sometimes people who need 
the food don’t have the means to 
come and get it,” he says.

Since the Ashram is a veg-
etarian community, the foods 
distributed are vegetarian and 
as natural as possible, with most 
in bpa-free packaging. “We offer 
non-perishable foods that are 
cleaned and bagged up, stapled 
and sealed, along with personal 
hygiene items that are separate 
from the food,” says Meglio, 
adding, “We’re not looking to 

influence anyone religiously or 
spiritually, and there’s no obliga-
tion to come to a service or any-
thing like that.”

Down the road, Dr. Khalsa 
envisions a community garden 
on the being added to the mix.

“We have land we hope to 
farm, and we’ll educate people 
on how to grow their own veg-
etables,” she says. 

In the future, Meglio plans to 
conduct food drives for the food 
relief  program. Right now, Guru 
Nanak’s Community Kitchen is 
accepting monetary donations at 
its website, www.Nanakskitchen.
org, and those interested in vol-
unteering can contact Edwin at 
edwin@nanakskitchen.org.

PANTRY
continued from page 1

Volunteers place bags directly 
into recipients’ vehicles. 
Shown, Edwin Meglio and Japa 
Saraswati.

Volunteers ready bags filled with meat-free, non-perishable food, 
along with bags of toiletries, for distribution. Rear: Dr. Khalsa, Front, 
from left: Siri Sevak and Edwin Meglio, Food Pantry Coordinator.

This chilly, sunny Saturday, 
volunteers stand ready to place 
bagged food directly into the 
trunks of those who need it. 
From left, Gurumeet Khalsa, Japa 
Saraswati, and Dharma Khalsa.
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resource that is Franklin TV to 
work. 

“It’s about connectedness,” 
says Pete Fasciano,Executive Di-
rector, Franklin.TV & wfpr.fm. 

It’s about getting information 
out on the virus, information out 
on where things are at the local 
level. Town business must go on.”

Franklin TV needed to keep 
people connected during Covid-
19. Doing that with everything 
shuttered meant adapting, fast.

“We scrambled early on to 
add new technical capabilities 
across the facility. That meant 
controlling everything remotely, 
and enhancing our ability to 
be able to touch any desktop in 
the facility,” says Fasciano. The 
studio had to scale up to equip 
all of  the three dozen desktop 
computers the facility uses with 
its software app, Anydesk, and 
add more computers in different 
places in the organization. .

No use of  the studio meant 
making sure everyone also had 
the ability to work remotely, from 
the staff of  Fasciano, three full-
time production personnel, an 
engineering manager and sev-

eral freelancers, to town authori-
ties at Franklin Town Chambers. 
Announcers were given access to 
work remotely for the sports cast, 
and the radio station needed to 
provide them with that kind of  
access as well as audio equip-
ment. The station shipped that 
audio equipment directly to peo-
ple recording their shows.

“Zoom has become the digital 
transport means for most of  our 
live programming,” says Fasci-
ano. “Meetings are now more in-
teractive, enabling town officials, 
committee members, experts, 
presenters and residents to com-
municate freely in real-time.” 

That looks like weekly dis-
cussions with Jamie Hellen and 

other officials, working with 
Steve Sherlock of  Franklin Mat-
ters, says Fasciano, adding, “We 
have become quite active cover-
ing Franklin high school’s varsity 
sports as live events via Zoom. 
This became a major prior-
ity since parents could no lon-
ger attend events to watch their 
kids play. Our announcers also 
work remotely from their homes, 
watching and commenting on 
the games via Zoom. To facili-
tate multi-camera sports cover-
age, we designed and constructed 
three video ‘flypacks’ - basically 
a ready-to-air TV control room 
in a fold-up, forty pound box. 
Unfold box. Connect cameras. 
Zoom.”

This method has allowed 
Franklin TV to support other or-
ganizations as well, including the 
Franklin Senior Center, the Rec-
reation Department, the Black 
Box, and local boy scouts, to pro-
vide streaming coverage where a 
live audience can’t attend.

“Our staff is actually work-
ing remotely on shoots, shoot-
ing people on location out in the 
open,” says Fasciano. Crews go 
out to meet the people they’re 
filming on location in town. 

Franklin TV’s radio station 
has almost doubled its program-
ming since the pandemic began.  

“We distributed podcast 
microphone kits to our radio 
volunteers to connect them all 
together and to the radio station 
via Zoom,” says Fasciano. “Steve 
Sherlock, Jim Derick, Frank 
Falvey, Jay Horrigan, Anne Ber-

gen, Pandora Carlucci, Michael 
Walker-Jones, and Jeff Roy, have 
all been engaged in enhancing 
our community connectedness in 
a time of  increased social isola-
tion through their ongoing radio 
programs and audio podcasts. 
People can work out of  their liv-
ing rooms and dens and offices at 
home. We just needed to provide 
them with the equipment to con-
nect.” 

Fasciano sees “the sweeping 
technical changes that we have 
made” as “a permanent part of  
our newer, better normal. Failure 
is not an option.”

Right now, the studio contin-
ues to remain closed, and Fas-
ciano says opening continues to 
be “a moving target,” dependent 
upon the progress with vaccines.

All past programming is avail-
able in the archives at the Frank-
lin TV website, www.franklin.tv. 

Contact Us: 508-520-4300

Follow Us:
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Franklin home prices are UP over 6.5% from this
time last year. If you've thought about selling

but need more information on how to navigate
listing and buying a home in this kind of
market, reach out to one of our full-time

experienced advisors for a customized plan based
on your real estate goals.  

@RLSuburbanLifestyle

Where Real Living Begins

Chris PerchardTed Cormier-
Leger

Mike Colombo
Broker/Owner

Catherine Carrara Nancy BriggsMike Jensen

Liz Giddings

Gerri Cassidy

Taymys ScannellJalyssa Soto

Nancy FlynnDora Brett

Amber Cadorette

TV ADAPTS
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Franklin Town Counselors conduct a live meeting last June on Franklin 
High School football field. Franklin TV announcers provided live 
coverage.

With parents not able to attend 
all sporting events, Franklin TV 
provided access, with announcers 
working from home to call 
events.

Franklin TV worked to ensure 
residents had access to live Zoom 
meetings. 
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THE BLACK BOX to present Disney Stars of Broadway
THE BLACK BOX, the re-

gion’s premiere concert, theater, 
and event venue, will present 
three Disney Stars of  Broad-
way: Broadway’s original “Mary 
Poppins” Ashley Brown, current 
“Genie” Michael James Scott, 
and original “Tarzan” Josh 
Strickland on April 16 to kick 
off Spring Arts Awakening- nine 
weeks of  entertainment, out-
doors under a tent in the venue’s 
parking lot. The trio will perform 
an evening of  Disney favorites. 
There will be limited seating for 
this special evening out in Frank-
lin. Founder of  THE BLACK 
BOX Raye Lynn Mercer com-
ments, “Hosting Disney Royalty 
and presenting them in concert 
together at TBB is a huge honor. 
We are able to offer this unique 
opportunity to see three Disney 
and Broadway stars on stage in 
Franklin. It will be a night to re-
member!”

Ashley Brown originated 
the title role in Mary Poppins on 
Broadway, for which she received 
Outer Critics, Drama League, 
and Drama Desk nominations 
for Best Actress.  Ms. Brown’s 
other Broadway credits include 

star turns as Belle in Beauty and 
The Beast, The Sound Of  Music, 
and Disney's On The Record. Ms. 
Brown has also performed with 
virtually all of  the top orchestras 
in North America, including the 
Boston Pops, the New York Phil-
harmonic, The Hollywood Bowl 
Orchestra at Disnaey Hall, The 
Pittsburgh Symphony, the New 
York Pops at Carnegie Hall, and 
more. Ms. Brown’s PBS special 
called “Ashley Brown: Call Me 
Irresponsible” received a PBS 
Telly Award. Ms. Brown is the 
voice of  Disneyland’s 60th anni-
versary celebrations, singing the 
newly-penned Richard Sherman 
song, “A Kiss Goodnight.” Both 
Ms. Brown’s album of  Broad-
way and American Songbook 
standards “Speak Low” and her 
newly recorded Christmas EP 
“The Secret of  Christmas” are 
available on Ghostlight/Warner 
Brothers. 

Michael James Scott has 
played the Genie in Disney’s 
Aladdin internationally including 
Broadway, London, the North 
American Tour and originating 

the role in the Australian Produc-
tion for which he won the pres-
tigious Helpmann Award. He’s 
also known for originating the 
role of  the Minstrel on Broadway 
in Something Rotten and originating 

Dr. Gotswana (aka The Maggots 
Guy) in the Tony winning phe-
nomenon The Book of  Mormon. 
Other Broadway credits include 
Mamma Mia, Tarzan, All Shook Up, 
The Pirate Queen, Elf and Hair. On 
the West End he was the associate 
choreographer and performed in 
the Broadway revival transfer of  
Hair. Scott was the standby for 
the legendary Ben Vereen in the 
Int. tour of  Fosse, taking over 
the role in Paris, France at the 
Théâtre du Châtelet. 

In 2006, Josh Strickland cre-
ated the leading role of  Tarzan 
in Disney’s musical Tarzan on 

Broadway. In 2009, he made his 
starring Las Vegas debut in Peep-
show at Planet Hollywood Ca-
sino & Resort while concurrently 
co-starring in the hit E! reality 
show Holly's World. Strickland 
debuted his first single "Report to 
the Floor," which skyrocketed to 
the top-five on the iTunes Dance 
Charts the first week of  its re-
lease, followed by “Last Dance.” 
In 2013, Strickland joined the 
cast of  Vegas! The Show at the 
Planet Hollywood Casino & Re-
sort in Las Vegas in a starring 
role. Strickland has also appeared 
internationally with the all-star 
cast of  Disney’s Broadway Hits, 
including the Emmy®-winning 
concert at Royal Albert Hall in 
London, England. He most re-
cently reprised his role as Tarzan 
in Disney’s Tarzan in Oberhau-
sen, Germany at the Stage Met-
ronom Theatre.

According to Mercer, “The 
Disney Stars of  Broadway show 
is a fantastic way to kick off our 
Spring Arts Awakening and we 
look forward to welcoming au-
diences back to the theater.” 
The Spring Arts Awakening 
celebrates a comeback for arts 
and entertainment and offers 
an opportunity to support THE 
BLACK BOX in its recovery 
from the pandemic. To purchase 
tickets for this special concert, 
visit www.THEBLACKBOXon-
line.com or call the box office at 
(508) 528-3370.
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MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE

10% OFF
your next purchase!

Limited time offer; not valid with any other offers.

421 Pulaski Blvd
Bellingham, MA 02019

774-460-6084

CURBSIDE 
PICKUP OR 
YOU CAN 
COME IN!

HOURS: 
MON - SAT, 

10AM - 7PM; 
SUNDAY, 

11AM - 4PM

401-757-6872
375 Putnam Pike 

Smithfield, RI 02917

ReleafCenter1@gmail.com

774-460-6084
421 Pulaski Blvd
Bellingham, MA 02019

www.myCBDreleafcenter.com

MONEY-SAVING COUPON!

508-533-4025
98A Main Street

Medway, MA 02053

Help Wanted. Call for Details.

 .D. MURPHYJJCONSTRUCTION

Building • Remodeling • Additions
Kitchens • Baths • Replacement Windows • Decks • Garages

Since 1976

Licensed • Insured • Registered 508-376-5003

~Over 36 Years Experience~
Residental & Commercial

From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoo� ng.com
UXBRIDGE, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907    HIC#160483

Our Roofs will weather the storm!

ROOFING • VINYL SIDING • WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

� ank You for making us your #1 choice.
Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille, No outside salesman!
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We beat ALL  
competitor   pricing.

774-287-1133
Dumpsters AvAilAble

let us CleAn Out YOur unwAnteD Junk
Serving Metro-West and Beyond!

AffordableJunkRemoval@gmail.com
https://affordablejunkremoval.com/

$25 off
a full truck if you mention 

local town pages 
Not to be combined with any other offer

$299
15 Yard Dumpster

Not to be combined with any other offer

see website fOr DetAils

 Gary - 508-528-7245
 Jim - 508-294-1130

FRANKLIN  
BATH & TILING

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES

DEADLINE IS COMING UP FAST!
Franklin CPA with 38 years of experience offering very competitive rates! 

Lawrence B. Rice CPA
We’ll make filing your taxes painless and make every effort, so you pay the least 

amount of tax possible. Call or email Larry direct today for a free tax consultation.

508.740.2255
888.330.0524 Fax

www.riceconsulting.biz larry@riceconsulting.biz 

 https://www.facebook.com/Riceconsulting.biz
Check us out on 

Facebook

Franklin to Close Davis 
Thayer Elementary 

After nearly a year and a half  of  study, 
the Franklin School Committee voted at 
its February 9, 2021 meeting to close the 
Davis Thayer Elementary School begin-
ning with the 2021-2022 school year. This 
has been a very emotional decision as this 
involves the retirement of  a beloved sec-
ond home to so many families, students, 
and faculty and staff both during current 
times as well as historically. The school 
was built in 1924 and has served so many 
generations of  Franklin students. The de-
cision was made based on reduced enroll-
ment, educational adequacy of  an aging 
building, and financial efficiency. Notably, 
there has been a significant enrollment 
decline. This is not a result of  students 
leaving Franklin for other choices. The 
decrease in enrollment is a trend that is 
happening in many regions, especially in 
the Northeast/Massachusetts. 

The main focus at this time is to plan 
and implement a transition for Davis 
Thayer students to the Keller Elemen-
tary School, being sure to attend to their 
social-emotional and academic needs. 
The Facilities Analysis Subcommittee 
recommended that the School Com-
mittee begin to examine space utiliza-
tion across all of  the district’s schools as 
the architect’s report highlighted some 
needs, particularly at our “stand-alone” 
schools (Kennedy and Parmenter) as well 
as some potential opportunities which in-
clude redistricting.  

More background information can 
be found on our website: https://www.
franklinps.net/district/davis-thayer-facil-
ities-analysis .

MuffinhousecafeCAFE

M
UFFIN HOUSEM
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expire 4-30-2021

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises

Expire 4-30-2021

F

F

• Open Daily
• Bakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

116 Main St, Medway
(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting St, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

43 Main St, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main St, Natick
(508) 647-0500MuffinHouseCafe@gmail.com

• Breakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
• Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Personalized  
Cakes & Cookies 

Available!

Celebrate Earth Day!!! 

 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 

9 am– 12 pm 
Meet at Beaver Pond parking lot and volunteer to clean up targeted 

areas around Franklin. 
Preassigned cleanup locations will be provided on maps. 

 

    
Register Online (Free Registration) 

 Please bring your own gloves, we will also provide disposable 
 Community service certificates will be issued. 

 Free T-shirts to the first 100 volunteers! 
 Free dogwood and rose of sharon saplings to first 100 

volunteers!   

Town of Franklin Annual Earth 
Day Cleanup April 24th

The Town of  Franklin will celebrate 
Earth Day with a cleanup on Saturday, 
April 24, 9 a.m. -12 p.m. Volunteers can 
pick up trash bags and gloves (please 
bring garden gloves), as well as a small 
map of  cleanup sites for them to take and 
go. Locations include children-friendly 
sites (parks/playgrounds/schools) that 

are not along busy roads.
The first 100 volunteers will receive a 

t-shirt and a small sapling. 
To register, visit www.franklinrecre-

ation.activityreg.com, click on “Register 
for Activities,” and click “Earth Day” 
from the menu.



Page 6   Franklin Local Town Pages  www.localtownpages.com  April 2021

Opening Summer 2021 
NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS

SALMON at Medway is a 55+ community that combines active living  

and assisted living/memory care on one campus. This modern 

approach to senior living allows seniors and their families the ability 

to choose one “community” that will serve them throughout their 

golden years. Moving to a senior living community is a decision that 

can and should be made just once.

508-533-3300 
MedwaySeniorLiving.com @SALMONatMedway

Join Us for Complimentary Virtual Events

Internationally-acclaimed Mixologist Ricky Roo & Friends Acupuncturist/Energy Healer

Join us for a series of complimentary virtual events designed to introduce 

seniors and their families to the Salmon at Medway community. From 

mixology to cooking, social media to mindfulness, and barre to fun with 

the grandkids, the From Our Family…To Yours series of complimentary 

virtual events offers something for everyone!

To learn more and reserve your spot, visit:  
medwayseniorliving.com/event-calendar @SALMONatMedway

508-533-3300 | MedwaySeniorLiving.com
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PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor.  Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Glenn Brown, 
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents 

and financial independence.

Want financial independence? 
Are you building with:

■ Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™
■ Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt 
■ Low-cost investments  ■ Growing income streams
■ Maximizing work, government & health benefits
■ Tax planning  ■ Insurance analysis  ■ Estate planning
■ College savings for kids  ■  Care for elderly parents

Your Money, Your Independence 

Rising Rates, Sinking Values: Are Bonds Dead?
Interest rates are rising due to 

expectations of  better economic 
growth. 

Economists expected infla-
tion to perk up this spring due to 
higher prices from pent-up de-
mand. Still, they don’t expect the 
increase to be sharp enough or 
sustain long enough for the Fed 
to take action. In fact, the Fed re-
iterated in March rate hikes are 
unlikely through 2023, confirm-
ing a willingness to let inflation 
and U.S. economy run hot. 

Over the last 6 months, inves-
tors have cooled on bonds, caus-
ing rates to move higher, take 
10-year US Treasury rising from 
0.66% to 1.73% ending March 
19, 2021. Beyond affecting new 
mortgages and refinancing, in-
vestment portfolios with bonds 
are feeling an impact.

The Barclays US Aggregate 
Bond Market Index which re-
turned +7.5% for 2020. This 
year through 3/19 it is down 
-3.6%, aligning to how bond 
performance works: when rates 
go up, bond prices go down. 

While it’s early, understand 
since 1976 this bond market 
index has been negative just 3 

times in 44 years, with the worst 
return being -2.9% (1994). 

So do you abandon bonds? 

The better question: why 
do you hold bonds?  

Stability during market stress. 
Consider last spring, Treasuries 
continued to maintain their sta-
tus as a safe haven during mar-
ket stress. Other alternatives that 
could fill that role? In a month 
(2/13/20 - 3/13/20), Bitcoin 
lost -52%, Gold down -5%, while 
Treasuries rose.  

Aid in lower portfolio vola-
tility. Risk control and income 
for those depending on regular 
distributions from their portfo-
lios. Additionally, investors who 
can’t handle the stress of  port-
folio swings cause more harm 
by switching around positions or 
going to cash, than if  they’d been 
diversified with focus on staying 
invested over the long-term. 

What can be done now?
Diversification. Origins of  

the 60/40 portfolio date back 
to stocks and bonds being the 
only two major asset classes. The 
evolution and access to indexes, 

funds and technology over the 
last few decades has provided 
choice for broadly diversified 
portfolios. Within fixed income, 
consider “Core & Explore”. 
Core stability from Treasur-
ies and highly rated corporate 
bonds, then explore global fixed 
income with higher yields - if  you 
can tolerate the higher volatility.

A TIP about inflation. When 
markets think one way and the 
opposite happens, shocks occur 
for extended periods. Markets 
think inflation is controlled. 
Treasury Inflation-Protected 
Bonds (TIPs), commodities, hard 
assets and real-estate investment 
trusts (REITs) help hedge against 
inflation or stagflation. When in-
flation heats up, stock-bond cor-
relation will increase together, 
thus these should help bring 
lower volatility. 

Goals-based planning. Finan-
cial planners can help implement 
broadly diversified portfolios to 
align to an individual/family’s 
goals, needs, timelines and risk 
tolerance whether you are in 
an accumulation or distribution 
phase of  your life. 

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resident 
and owner of  PlanDynamic, LLC, 
www.PlanDynamic.com. Glenn is a 
fee-only Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so they can 
balance kids, aging parents and finan-
cial independence.

Glenn Brown

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket

   10 Year Fixed Rate Home Equity Loan* 
 

Home Equity Line of Credit**

 
*Rate reduced to 3.74% with an automatic payment from a Milford Federal account. Minimum loan amount is $10,000. 120 payments of $10.12 per $1,000. Interest may be tax  
deductible, consult your tax advisor. Loan is subject to credit approval. Available for owner occupied 1-2 family primary residences. Loans up to 20 year term available at higher 
interest rate. Offers subject to change without notice. Maximum 80% LTV to $300,000. Combination of first mortgage with equity loan cannot exceed $500,000. **Current prime 
rate is 3.25%. Rate subject to change without notice. Minimum annual percentage rate is 4.00%, maximum annual percentage rate is 18.00%. Maximum 80% LTV to $300,000.  
Combination of first mortgage with equity line cannot exceed $500,000. Available only for owner occupied 1-2 family primary residence. Property Insurance is required. Title and 
Registry recording fee will apply. No annual membership fee. Offer subject to credit approval. NMLS # 465956.

  Rate equal to prime minus 0.50% for the life of the loan
 10 year draw period & 10 year repayment period
  Pay interest only for the first 10 years
  No prepayment penalties

  3.99%  Annual Percentage Rate 
  5 -20 year fixed rate terms available (rates vary)
  Rate reduced 0.25% with automatic loan payment    
   from Milford Federal Bank deposit account
 
  

Visit MilfordFederal.com to apply  
online today or call 508.634.2500.

With 2 great financing options, you can afford to dream big!
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ADC SEPTIC
We will meet or beat all competitors 

discounts – GUARANTEED!

• Septic Pumping

• Portable Toilet Rentals

• Excavations

• Title V Inspections

• Sewer Connections

• System Installments

• Engineering

• Repairs

• Underground Camera Inspections

www.ADCseptic.com
ADCsepticmail.com

508-883-9000

Blackstone, MA
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Planning and Protection Saved the Morgan’s Health, 
Home, and Life Savings
Dennis sullivan & assOciates, 
cOunselOrs at law

Through the years we have 
seen all too often a person or 
family who thought all was well, 
only to discover otherwise at the 
worst possible time …

Mr. Morgan came to one of  
our free discovery seminars a 
while back. If  you asked him at 
the time, he probably could not 
give you a specific answer as to 
why he showed up, other than, “I 
knew I had to do something and 
when I saw your information 
about the education and coun-
seling process, I just felt like I had 
to be there.”

It was fortunate that Mr. Mor-
gan made this decision. We had 
noticed him sitting in the back. 
He was easy to spot in his red 
striped tie, but more importantly 
because he never took his eyes 
off of  us as we spoke. Talking 
with him afterwards, we could 
see why he was hanging on our 
every word regarding protecting 
your estate and assets.

His wife had recently become 
ill, and medical bills had begun 
to deplete their life savings. It had 
been their dream to live a com-
fortable lifestyle in retirement and 
eventually leave a financial legacy 
for their children and grandchil-
dren, but now all this was in seri-
ous jeopardy. It was very possible, 
he said, that Mrs. Morgan might 
have to enter a nursing home, 
which would further rob them of  
hard-earned retirement savings 

earmarked for their loved ones.
Mr. Morgan’s situation was 

very personal to our team. It 
struck at the very heart of  our 
core values of  Faith, Family and 
Finances. It is why we have done 
our very best to protect families 
in our community and region for 
generations! Does this sound like 
something that hits home for you 
as well?

Upon learning of  Mr. and 
Mrs. Morgan’s plight at our dis-
covery session, we immediately 
set up an appointment with Mr. 
Morgan to dig deeper into the 
situation. In preparation for our 
meeting, we did a thorough and 
complete review of  legal, finan-
cial and tax matters, including 
present finances, future goals 
and, most importantly, the major 
obstacles (medical and other-
wise) that could potentially rob 
this couple of  their hard-earned 
money and retirement savings. 
Accordingly, we determined what 
they wished to do to make their 
children and grandchildren more 
comfortable. The end result was 
that Mr. and Mrs. Morgan were 
able to stay on track through a 
solid retirement, estate and asset 
protection plan we put in place 
for them.

What about your present situ-
ation? Might there be landmines 
on the horizon which could shat-
ter your future dreams and plans? 
Based on what has happened to 
numerous clients, families have 
been unable to visit and/or co-

ordinate matters from bill paying 
to document signing. Those who 
had the right legal documents and 
financial matters coordinated as 
well as the right people in place, 
were successful with what needed 
to be done. We have heard of  
many who did not have the right 
team and/or preparations in 
place, and the outcomes were 
not favorable. How has Covid-19 
affected your family, friends and 
neighbors? What if  Mr. Morgan 
had not happened upon our free 
discovery workshop and per-
sonal counseling session? What 
might his and his wife’s financial 
future have looked like? Do not 
let a healthcare catastrophe or 
another major event put an end 
to what you have been working 
towards for your golden years.

Our team Protects Families 
for Generations. What do you 
and your loved ones need to 
know now for your lifetime? You 
and your family may very well be 
our next success story. 

Through our unique program 
you can complete all of  your 
important protection virtually 
(online), staying warm, safe, and 
healthy in the comfort of  your 
home, while a team of  experi-
enced, caring, compassionate 
professionals creates a compre-
hensive health estate and asset 
protection plan that provides you 
and your family members total 
peace of  mind now and for gen-
erations that follow.

The most important phone 
call you can make today is to 
our discovery line 800-964-4295 
(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 
or (781) 237-2815 (weekdays) to 
register for a Discovery Session 
and to see if  you qualify for a 
personalized review and counsel-
ing session. You can also register 
online at DSullivan.com. Due 
to the current pandemic, we are 
doing our best as essential ser-
vice providers to help those who 
qualify, understand how much 
they can and should do for their 
family now!

Dennis Sullivan & Associates is a 
team of  caring, compassionate, experi-
enced professionals who Protect Fami-
lies for Generations.

Book a free online discovery session 
today. You’ll discover why 90% of  all 
trust and estate plans fail as well as 
what you can do to protect your health, 
home, spouse, family, legacy, and life 
savings. You and your family will ben-
efit from the peace of  mind knowing you 
have done everything you can to protect 
yourself  and your loved ones for genera-
tions. Call 800-964-4295 NOW to 
register for a Discovery Session or visit 
www.DSullivan.com.

TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE DISCOVERY SESSION AND 
PERSONALIZED CONSULTATION CALL 781-237-2815

Trust & Estate Planning • Elder Law & Medicaid
Probate & Trust Administration

PROTECTING HEALTH, HOME, SPOUSE, FAMILY, 
LEGACY & LIFE SAVINGS FOR GENERATIONS

Proper Planning Prevents
•  Time & money wasted on 

probate
•  The government controlling 

decisions for your family
•  Public exposure of your 

personal affairs

•  Losing your life savings to 
nursing home costs

•  Completely unnecessary 
Mass Taxes

•  Surprises on the elder care 
journey

Herbert F Hunter, CPA
Taxes  |  Accounting  |  Auditing

PPP Loan Application & Forgiveness Assistance

(508) 530-3089   |   www.hfhuntercpa.com

9 Summer Street - Suite 305, Franklin, MA 02038

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union 
A U T O  L O A N S

APR

Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 2.74% 
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131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN!Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Made in Massachusetts

BFCCPS Student Collects 
Glasses for Franklin Lions 

On February 17, 2021, the 
Franklin MA Lions President 
Kristine Shanahan received 
eyeglasses collected by Nidhi 
Ramesh, an 8th grade student 
from Benjamin Franklin Classi-
cal Charter Public school. Nidhi 
selected eyesight as a capstone 
community service project. 
She collected eyeglasses for the 
Franklin Lions. She has learned 
first-hand how deeply commit-
ted the Lions organization (in-
ternationally and Statewide) is 
to alleviating blindness.  

At the 1925 International 
Lions Convention in Ohio, 
Helen Keller charged the Lions to become the “Knights of  the Blind in the crusade 
against darkness.” Franklin MA Lions Club supports the MA Lions Eye Research 
Foundation for its continuing fight against the darkness. 

For information on MLERF contact: franklinmalions@gmail.com

Photo by Franklin MA Lions

Support your local
restaurants and help the

Franklin Food Pantry
Project Envoy

For a list of restaurants participating visit
www.franklinfoodpantry.org or scan the QR code.

#NoOneGoesHungryFranklin

February 1- April 30

#projectenvoy

Town of Franklin Annual 
Earth Day Cleanup April 24th

The Town of  Franklin will celebrate 
Earth Day with a cleanup on Satur-
day, April 24, 9 a.m. -12 p.m. Volun-
teers can pick up trash bags and gloves 
(please bring garden gloves), as well as 
a small map of  cleanup sites for them 
to take and go. Locations include chil-
dren-friendly sites (parks/playgrounds/

schools) that are not along busy roads.
The first 100 volunteers will receive a 

t-shirt and a small sapling. 
To register, visit www.franklinrecre-

ation.activityreg.com, click on “Register 
for Activities,” and click “Earth Day” 
from the menu.
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Celebrate your 

   Graduate!

Door
Banner

30” x 72” Vinyl 
Banner with grommets
for hanging. 

from $45

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL
JON SULLIVAN

Home of

For more information or group pricing, contact
Andrew Carini at andrew@ourtownpublishing.com.

TO ORDER:
1. Visit www.ourtownpublishing.com
2.  Select from our great customizable 
 offerings from our graduation 
 products page.

3.  Upload your high resolution photo.

4.  Fill out credit card information.

5.  Choose pick-up in Medway or ship
 direct.

6.  Surprise your Grad!

Yard Sign

36” x 24” Coroplast sign, 
single sided with H-Stake. 

from $25

Class of 

FRANKLIN 
HIGH SCHOOL

Jon Sullivan

Car Banner

5” x 3’ Vinyl Banner with grommets for 

hanging or attaching           from $40

FHS CLASS OF 2021
JON SULLIVAN

If you are a 

photographer interested

in offering these unique 

products to your clients, 

let’s chat!

The Class of 2021 has experienced the most unusual senior year of our lifetimes! 
q  Hybrid Learning            q  Spring Football            q  Face Coverings

Send them a Congratulations and Send Off they will never forget!

Two $1,000 Scholarships Offered 
by Knights of Columbus, Sacred 
Heart Council 1847, Franklin, MA

Knights of  Columbus 1847 in 
Franklin, MA is accepting appli-
cations for two $1,000 Scholar-
ships. The applicants must be a 
registered member of  St. Mary’s 
Parish in Franklin and must be 
graduating from High School in 
the Spring 2021 and progressing 

onto their first year of  study at a 
2- or 4-year college/ university. 
Please submit a complete our 
Scholarship Application post-
marked on or before the Appli-
cation Deadline of  Friday April 
16, 2021.

The application form is avail-
able from the banner on the St. 
Mary’s Parish, Franklin website 
or on the Knights of  Colum-
bus 1847 website https://www.
kofc1847.org.

April Services at St John’s 
Episcopal Church, Franklin
Maundy Thursday - April 1st, 7 p.m. on Facebook 
Live

Good Friday - April 2
Stations of  the Cross: see StJohnsFranklinMA.org
pre-recorded with Franklin United Methodist 
Church and Franklin Federated Church

Easter Day - April 4th
9 a.m. - Easter Egg Hunt
10 a.m. - Drive-in Service of  Resurrection
Listen on your car radio or Facebook Live
St. John’s is located at 237 Pleasant Street in 
Franklin.

Franklin DPW 
Update: Work to be 
Completed in 2021
• Mackintosh Neighborhood 

Water lines – Contractor 
CJP & Sons to start work in 
April.

Construction cost is approx. 
$1M

• Lincoln St Roadway Im-
provements – Contractor 
D’Ambra Construction to 
start work in

April. Construction cost is ap-
prox. $1M

• Beaver St Sidewalk Exten-
sion – from Rte 140 to the 
field at Chilson Park, project 
has been approved by Con-
Com, we will complete bid 
documents and go out to bid 
in the next few weeks – early 
estimate is around $250,000

• Chilson Park/Beaver Pond 
Expansion – We are design-
ing the Recreation Dept, 
project has been approved 

by ConCom, was to go out 
to bid in March – funding is 
from Rec Dept, budget was 
around $200,000

• Colt Rd Neighborhood 
Drain Lining Project – bids 
were opened Friday 2/26, 
we are reviewing the bids. 
Construction cost approxi-
mately $175,000.

• Meadowlark Rd Bio-reten-
tion Area – this is part of  the 
most recent 319 grant, proj-
ect has been permitted thru 
ConCom and we will need 
to go out to bid. Expected 
bid opening in March/April 
with a budget of  around 
$75,000.

• We are in the process of  
reviewing other potential 
road work projects, includ-
ing chip sealing and crack 
sealing, vs. what we have in 
available funding.

To ADVERTISE in THIS PAPER 
Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 or emailjenschofield@localtownpages.com

New England  
Steak & Seafood Restaurant

Make Your  
Easter Reservations NOW!

9 Seating Times Available

Route 16, Mendon
508-473-5079  |  508-478-0871
www.nesteakandseafood.com

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
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Living Healthy
Glaucoma Treatment: SLT
10 Commonly Asked Questions

By rOGer M. KalDawy, M.D. 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

Lasers can be very useful in 
treating many eye problems from 
helping patients eliminate the 
need for glasses to cosmetic pro-
cedures of  the eyelids and blade-
less cataract surgery to treatment 
of  glaucoma. 

Glaucoma is a condition that 
can damage our field of  vision.  
It affects us when the pressure in-
side the eye is higher than what 
the eye can tolerate.  Glaucoma 
is treatable with drops targeted at 
lowering the eye pressure. Laser 
technology can also be used in a 
focused beam of  light to treat the 
drainage angle of  the eye in an 
additional attempt to lower the 
pressure. This surgery makes it 
easier for fluid to flow out of  the 
front part of  the eye, decreasing 
pressure inside the eye. Selective 

laser trabeculoplasty or SLT is 
the name of  the laser procedure 
used to lower the pressure. SLT 
has been in use for more than 25 
years in the United States and 
around the world. 

1. Who is a candidate for SLT? 
Patients who have primary 
or secondary open-angle 
glaucoma (the drainage sys-
tem in the front part of  the 
eye is open) and are in need 
of  lowering of  their intra-
ocular pressure (IOP) are 
eligible for the procedure. 
Your eye doctor will make 
the final determination if  
you are a candidate. 

2. How does it work? Laser en-
ergy is applied to the drain-
age tissue in the eye. This 
starts a chemical and biolog-

ical change in the tissue that 
results in better drainage of  
fluid through the drain and 
out of  the eye. This eventu-
ally results in lowering of  
IOP. It may take 1-3 months 
for the results to appear. 

3. Why is it called Selective? 
The type of  laser used has 
minimal heat energy ab-
sorption because it is only 
taken up by selected pig-
mented tissue in the eye. 
Sometimes it is referred to 
as a “cold laser.” Because of  
this, the procedure produces 
less scar tissue and has mini-
mal pain.

4. What are the risks? One key 
aspect of  SLT is a favorable 
side effect profile, even when 
compared with glaucoma 
medications. Post-operative 
inflammation is common 
but generally mild, and 

treated with observation or 
eye drops or an oral non-
steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drug. There is an approxi-
mately 5% incidence of  
IOP elevation after laser, 
which can be managed by 
glaucoma medications and 
usually goes away after 24 
hours.

5. How effective is it and how 
long does it last? SLT low-
ers the IOP by about 30% 
when used as initial therapy. 
This is comparable to the 
IOP lowering of  the most 
powerful and commonly 
used class of  glaucoma 
medication (prostaglandin 
analogs). This effect may be 
reduced if  the patient is al-
ready on glaucoma medica-
tions. The effect will gener-
ally last between 1-5 years, 
and in some cases, longer 
than that. If  it does not last 
at least 6-12 months, it is 
usually not considered suc-
cessful.

6. What happens if it wears 
off? If  SLT is effective at 
lowering IOP, but this wears 
off over several years, the 
procedure can be repeated. 
Repeat treatments may or 
may not lower IOP as much 
as the first, and continued 
repeat laser will eventually 
not be effective. Some doc-
tors may elect to treat half  
of  the tissue on the first 
treatment, then treat the 
second half  at a later date 
(this is not considered repeat 
treatment, and is comple-
tion of  treatment). If  SLT 
is not initially successful, re-
peat treatment is not likely 
to be effective. Alternatively, 
glaucoma medication can 
be used if  the effect wears 
off over time.

7. What happens if it doesn’t 
work? If  SLT fails to lower 
the IOP, then the glaucoma 
is treated by other means 
such as additional medica-
tions or surgery. The laser 
does not affect the success 
of  these other types of  treat-
ment.

8. What is the cost? Since the 
procedure is an accepted 
glaucoma treatment, and 
is FDA approved, it is cov-
ered by Medicare and medi-
cal insurance. The cost for 
an uninsured individual or 
with an insurance co-pay 
will vary.

9. Will I still need to use glau-
coma medications? Some 
patients can be controlled 
with just laser treatment. 
Others require additional 
IOP lowering and may 
therefore need to use glau-
coma medication as well. 
Think of  the SLT as equiva-
lent to one glaucoma medi-
cation. Just as some patients 
will require more than one 
glaucoma medication to 
control their IOP, some may 
also require laser plus one 
or more glaucoma medica-
tions. It is important to re-
member that SLT is not a 
cure for glaucoma, just as 
medication and surgery are 
not. Whatever method is 
used to treat glaucoma, ap-
propriate follow up and test-
ing with your eye care pro-
fessional is critical.

10. What are the alternative la-
ser treatments? Other simi-
lar procedures are argon 
laser trabeculoplasty (ALT) 
and micropulse laser tra-
beculoplasty (MLT). ALT 
was the first laser trabecu-
loplasty procedure. It uses 
a thermal (heat) laser and 
may cause more scarring 
in the drainage angle than 
SLT, which may also limit 
its ability to be repeated. 
MLT was designed to re-
duce the amount of  energy 
delivered to ocular tissues by 
pulsing the energy in small 
increments. It therefore has 
similar potential benefits as 
SLT in terms of  lower in-
flammation, tissue scarring 
and ability to repeat.

EYES 
continued on page 13 

508-473-7939
160 South Main St (Rt 140)

Milford, MA 01757

508-528-3344 
750 Union Street

Franklin, MA 02038

YOUR EYES
DESERVE
THE BEST

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available
Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.    John F. Hatch, M.D.

Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.    Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.
Michael R. Adams, O.D.    Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

SMILEFORVISION.COM 
WELCOMING DR. MAI-KHUYEN NGUYEN OD TO OUR PRACTICE

One-on-One treatment
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Living Healthy

O�ering both Center-based and Tele-therapies

30 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville 

(508) 695-6848
Visit our website:

www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

  

 

• Speech-Language Evaluations and �erapies-All ages
• Hearing Tests
• Custom Fit Hearing Aids and Service
• Occupational �erapy

Serving the children, adolescents and adults 

 

of greater Boston for over 20 years

5 North Meadow Rd, Medfield
(508) 359-4532

Early Intervention �erapy
Post-Stroke and Parkinson �erapies
ABA-based Educational �erapy

Many of Our Services are Covered by insurance

 In summary: 
SLT is a laser treatment for 

open-angle glaucoma that lowers 
eye pressure. It can be used as ini-
tial treatment, instead of  eye drop 
medications, or as additional 
treatment when medications do 
not adequately reduce the eye 
pressure. It is often effective, but 
that effectiveness may wear off 
after some period of  time. It can 
be repeated but the effect may be 
reduced with repeat treatment. 
SLT is not a cure for glaucoma 
but one of  many tools to keep it 
under control.  At Milford Frank-
lin Eye Center, Dr. Kaldawy was 

among the first surgeons to offer 
SLT in the area. We perform the 
procedure in a state-of-the-art 
surgery center in Milford and 
closer to home.  With this cen-
ter available to you here in your 
backyard, there is no reason to 
travel hours to have eye surgery 
and laser glaucoma surgery. If  
your eye provider is still recom-
mending you travel miles away to 
have surgery, we are available for 
a second opinion!   We are proud 
to offer excellence in SLT- laser 
glaucoma surgery with world 
class outcomes, and here is the 
great news:  Here, in Milford, and 
closer to home than ever before!

For more details, see our ad on 
page 12.

EYES
continued from page 12

74 Main Street • Medway, MA • 508-533-7161
A member of the Milford Regional Healthcare System

ilford Regional Physician Group (MRPG) is proud to welcome  
our new primary care physician, Jonathan Andersen, DO. He joins 

Elena Smagina, MD; Marisa Albert, MSN, RN, FNP-BC; and Maria Sullivan, 
APRN, CS at Family Medicine Associates in Medway. 

Board-certified in family medicine and osteopathic manipulative treatment, 
Dr. Andersen comes to MRPG from Southcoast Physicians Group and Sturdy 
Memorial, where he cared for patients in an urgent care environment. 

After receiving his undergraduate degree from Holy Cross, Dr. Andersen 
earned his doctor of osteopathy from West Virginia School of Osteopathic 
Medicine and completed his residency in Family Medicine at Kent  
County Hospital in Rhode Island.

The staff at Family Medicine Associates is truly  
committed to providing high quality health care  
to patients, from birth to older years, in a  
warm and compassionate environment.

Follow us on Facebook @MilfordRegionalPhysicianGroup

For more information, visit milfordregionalphysicians.org

For an appointment  
with Dr. Andersen,  
please call Family  
Medicine Associates  
at 508-533-7161

Jonathan Andersen, DO

M

Primary Care in Your Community 
Welcome Jonathan Andersen, DO

508-404-3920
www.Affordable-cleaning-services.net

AFFORDABLE
MOLD and DUCT CLEANINGGOT MOLD? CALL

• Family Owned & Operated for 18 Years
• Mold Inspection &  

Remediation
• Air Duct Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Same Day Service

24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Tri-County RVTHS Names 
Captains’ Council

Tri-County RVTHS recently named the Cap-
tains’ Council’s newest members. A position on 
the Council is given to those athletes with whom 
teammates and coaches respect and trust to lead 
their teams and the Athletic Department in the 
right direction. It is not a guarantee of  appoint-
ment as a team captain. It is a commitment to the 
idea that you do not have to be a team captain to 
be a leader and that there are many ways to lead. 
Being a member of  this Captains’ Council is a com-
mitment to improving your game mentally and to 
becoming a life-long competitor.

Class of 2021 Members: 
Jenna Barber, Gina Castagna, Brody Dalzell, 

Bryce Dalzell, Grace Donahue, A.J. Fusco, Rob 
Johnson, Karoline McNamara, Cam Schweitzer, 
T.J. Sedam, Annabelle Yeaton

Class of 2022 Members: 
Sarah Bakas, Izzy Dias, Matthew Dowd, Re-

bekah Gable, Jonah Joyce-Vorce, Vanessa Hurley, 
Teaghan Leblanc, Silas Noble

Class of 2023 Members: 
Lorcan Bergeron, Zachary Blenkhorn, 

Faith Boutin, Joseph Cady, Ava Cavallaro, Ava 
D’Amadio, Amy Freitas, Isabella Gulley, Noelle 
Kennedy

These athletes will participate in a number of  
leadership trainings, team building exercises, and 
community service opportunities.
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Our Hours:

Sun-Fri: 8-5pm

Closed Saturdays

Evening cleanouts available.

(5pm - 8pm by appointment) 

Thomas J. Cassidy - Owner

tom@junkitnow.us (please

call first) 
Click on coupon for savings.

***We now empty your (3 cubic yards) junk bags and leave for your next cleanout. Call for pricing.***

Home Prices Services Videos Affiliates Contact Us Coupon Feedback

Thank You

Junk It Now Recycling Company

Our Prices:

Since we recycle as much as possible, we can pass on the disposal savings onto you!

How much will this cost me?
Remember since we recycle as much as possible we can pass on the disposal savings onto you!
1/4 load = $150.00
1/2 load = $300.00
3/4 load = $440.00
Full load = $560.00
* If you have one item you need removed, call for pricing.

We Empty The Junk Bag = Call for pricing 

 
3 cubic yards - Empty, Re-Use, Save $$ 

* Due to disposal costs beyond our control, all boxsprings, mattresses, A/C's, refridgerators, computers, tv's, tires, and
sleepsofas (mattresses) will have a separate removal fee. Please call for those prices.
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***We now empty your (3 cubic yards) 
junk bags and leave for your next 
cleanout. Call for pricing.***

COUPONS FOR CLEANOUTS ONLY. INSIDE/OUTSIDE YOUR HOME.  
JUNK BAGS REMOVAL FEE SEPARATE. CALL FOR PRICING.

PLEASE GIVE ONE TO A FRIEND

Download 
our new app 
Junk it Now 

from the 
App Store

TOM CASSIDY
OWNER
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Recycling Company, Junk Removal, and Cleanout Services - Junk it Now!
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Our Hours:

Sun-Fri: 8-5pm

Closed Saturdays

Evening cleanouts available.

(5pm - 8pm by appointment) 

Thomas J. Cassidy - Owner

tom@junkitnow.us (please

call first) 

Click on coupon for savings.

***We now empty your (3 cubic yards) junk bags and leave for your next cleanout. Call for pricing.***

Home Prices
Services Videos Affiliates Contact Us Coupon Feedback

Thank You

Junk It Now Recycling Company

Our Prices:

Since we recycle as much as possible, we can pass on the disposal savings onto you!

How much will this cost me?

Remember since we recycle as much as possible we can pass on the disposal savings onto you!

1/4 load = $150.00

1/2 load = $300.00

3/4 load = $440.00

Full load = $560.00

* If you have one item you need removed, call for pricing.

We Empty The Junk Bag = Call for pricing 

 

3 cubic yards - Empty, Re-Use, Save $$ 

* Due to disposal costs beyond our control, all boxsprings, mattresses, A/C's, refridgerators, computers, tv's, tires, and

sleepsofas (mattresses) will have a separate removal fee. Please call for those prices.
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Our Hours:

Sun-Fri: 8-5pm

Closed Saturdays

Evening cleanouts available.

(5pm - 8pm by appointment) 

Thomas J. Cassidy - Owner

tom@junkitnow.us (please

call first) 
Click on coupon for savings.

***We now empty your (3 cubic yards) junk bags and leave for your next cleanout. Call for pricing.***
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Thank You

Junk It Now Recycling Company
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How much will this cost me?
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1/4 load = $150.00
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3/4 load = $440.00

Full load = $560.00

* If you have one item you need removed, call for pricing.

We Empty The Junk Bag = Call for pricing 

 

3 cubic yards - Empty, Re-Use, Save $$ 

* Due to disposal costs beyond our control, all boxsprings, mattresses, A/C's, refridgerators, computers, tv's, tires, and

sleepsofas (mattresses) will have a separate removal fee. Please call for those prices.
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TOM CASSIDY
OWNER

6/18/2014

Recycling Company, Junk Removal, and Cleanout Services - Junk it Now!

http://junkitnow.us/recycling-company-prices.html

1/4

Our Hours:

Sun-Fri: 8-5pm

Closed Saturdays

Evening cleanouts available.

(5pm - 8pm by appointment) 

Thomas J. Cassidy - Owner

tom@junkitnow.us (please

call first) 

Click on coupon for savings.

***We now empty your (3 cubic yards) junk bags and leave for your next cleanout. Call for pricing.***

Home Prices
Services Videos Affiliates Contact Us Coupon Feedback

Thank You

Junk It Now Recycling Company

Our Prices:

Since we recycle as much as possible, we can pass on the disposal savings onto you!

How much will this cost me?

Remember since we recycle as much as possible we can pass on the disposal savings onto you!

1/4 load = $150.00

1/2 load = $300.00

3/4 load = $440.00

Full load = $560.00

* If you have one item you need removed, call for pricing.

We Empty The Junk Bag = Call for pricing 

 

3 cubic yards - Empty, Re-Use, Save $$ 

* Due to disposal costs beyond our control, all boxsprings, mattresses, A/C's, refridgerators, computers, tv's, tires, and

sleepsofas (mattresses) will have a separate removal fee. Please call for those prices.
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Homes • Apartments • Businesses • Yard waste
Pools • Boilers • Hot Tubs • Sheds Removed • Appliances

*  Fully Insured  *           Call Tom Cassidy
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CLIP & SAVENew England

Ballistic Services
Inc.

Instant cash paid for  
your valuable firearms.
Call today for a confidential consultation

508-381-0230 • www.neballistic.com

Gas, Oil and AC Equipment Sales & Service
*Rebates and financing provided by and subject to Mass Save restrictions and limitations

888-818-2028Great Rebates & Financing*
Call today and beat the rush!  

Tri-County Students Participate in CyberPatriot 
Competition

CyberPatriot is the National 
Youth Cyber Education Program 
created by the Air Force Asso-
ciation to inspire K-12 students 
toward careers in cybersecurity 
or other science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) disciplines critical to 
our nation’s future. At the core 
of  the program is the National 
Youth Cyber Defense Competi-
tion, the nation’s largest cyber 
defense competition, that puts 
high school and middle school 
students in charge of  securing 
virtual networks.

A total of  4,081 teams regis-
tered for this year’s competition. 
Teams from the United States, 
Canada, and the Department 
of  Defense Dependents schools 
abroad are eligible to participate 

in CyberPatriot’s core program, 
the National Youth Cyber De-
fense Competition. The National 
Youth Cyber Education Program 
challenges teams of  high

school and middle school 
students to find and fix cyber-
security vulnerabilities in vir-
tual operating systems. Using a 
proprietary competition system, 
teams are scored on how secure 
they make the system.

Four teams of  six students 
represented Tri-County in this 
year’s competition. Aiden Mai of  
Franklin, Kenjiro Mai of  Frank-
lin, Alex Comeau of  Plainville, 
Callaghan Killian of  North At-
tleboro, Zachary Belvin of  North 
Attleboro, and Tyler Morrison of  
Franklin placed first in the Gold 
Division for Massachusetts.

The second team of  Ryan 
Leber of  North Attleboro, Jason 
Conti of  Walpole, Christopher 
Zajac of  Franklin, Christopher 
Virkaitis of  North Attleboro, 
Gabriel Corey of  Franklin, and 

Joshua Bellunduno of  Franklin 
placed third in Massachusetts for 
the Platinum Division.

All teams worked hard; there 
were three rounds of  competi-
tion. The State round being the 

one we participated in in Janu-
ary. At Local Town Pages’ press 
time, Virtual National Finals 
were scheduled for March 19-21, 
2021.

Tri-County Regional Vocational Technical High School students Aiden Mai of Franklin, Kenjiro Mai of 
Franklin, Alex Comeau of Plainville, Callaghan Killian of North Attleboro, Zachary Belvin of North Attleboro, 
and Tyler Morrison of Franklin placed first in the Gold Division for Massachusetts recently placed first in the 
Massachusetts Gold Division of the National Youth Cyber Defense Competition.

Residential Compost Bins & Rain Barrels
Want to learn more about an opportunity to 

purchase Residential Compost Bins? Interested 
Franklin residents should email Derek Adams at 
dadams@franklinma.gov with the subject line: 
COMPOST.

Also, The Town of  Franklin has partnered 
with the Great American Rain Barrel Company 
(https://www.greatamericanrainbarrel.com/com-
munity/ )to offer barrels to our community. The 
Town of  Franklin is offering a $50 water conserva-
tion rebate for qualifying barrels.
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Calendar
April 1

Take and Make Craft: Sa-
shiko, presented by Franklin 
Mill Store and Franklin Public 
Library. Kits available to first 
50 Franklin residents to register, 
and will be placed in Curbside 
Pickup starting April 1st. To 
register, please contact Assistant 
Library Director Kim Shipala 
at (508) 520-4941, or email 
kshipala@minlib.net .

April 4

Easter Egg Hunt, 9 a.m., St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, 237 
Pleasant Street, Franklin, fol-
lowed by Drive-in Service of  
Resurrection at 10 a.m.

April 6

Indoor Seed Starting with 
Blackstone Valley Veggies Gar-
dens, Franklin Public Library 
virtual program, 7 p.m. To reg-
ister, https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZEs-
cO6sqDstGdw2l8CcAIbaqeX-
4D83nB2KM .

April 7

Franklin Art Association 
Zoom Meeting, 6:30 p.m., 
features Marjorie Sardella on 
“Approach to Photography,” 
visit www.franklinart.org or 
find Franklin Art Association 
on Facebook

April 10

Winter Farmer’s Market, 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m., Fairmount 
Fruit Farm, 887 Lincoln St., 
Franklin

April 13

DIY Kombucha with the 
Grounded Goodwife, Frank-
lin Public Library virtual pro-
gram, 7 p.m.

Learn how to make your 
own kombucha and the im-
portance of  adding fermented 
food to your diet. For more in-
formation, please visit https://
groundedgoodwife.com/ . To 
register, please email Assistant 
Library Director Kim Shipala 
for the Zoom link.

April 14

Making Movies – The Craft, 
The Secrets, The Fun with 
Tom Capps, Phil Russell, and 
Janelle Tedesco, Wednesday, 
Franklin Public Library virtual 
program, 7 p.m. 

Filmmakers Tom Capps, 
Phil Russell and Janelle Te-
desco will pull back the curtain 
to reveal some tricks and secrets 
behind how movies are made. 
To register, https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZYqf-CtrzwuHdBZZAPU-
91M9Ato-Vzo8Z4XP .

April 16

THE BLACK BOX pres-
ents Disney Stars of  Broadway, 
including Broadway’s original 
“Mary Poppins” Ashley Brown, 
current “Genie” Michael James 
Scott, and original “Tarzan” 
Josh Strickland, live outdoor 
concert under tent at BLACK 
BOX parking lot, www.THE-
BLACKBOXonline.com or 
call the box office at (508) 528-
3370.

April 20

SAFE Coalition Commu-
nity Meeting, 7 p.m., Zoom 
meeting 475 282 4122

April 21

“Shady Characters,” Plants 
for Shady Spots, 7 p.m., Virtual 
presentation by Joann Vierra, 
co-sponsored by Norfolk and 

Millis Garden Clubs, more info. 
at https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/4090b4daca92fabf94-
shady

April 24

Celebrate Earth Day An-
nual Franklin Cleanup, 9 a.m. 
– 12 p.m., meet at Beaver Pond 
parking lot, sign up online at 
https://franklinrecreation.ac-
tivityreg.com. Click “Register 
for Activities” and then find 
“Earth Day” on the menu. T-
shirts and saplings to first 100 
volunteers. Children-friendly 
sites available.

Winter Farmer’s Market, 10 
a.m.- 2 p.m., Fairmount Fruit 
Farm, 887 Lincoln St., Franklin

April 27

Franklin Public Library 
Book Club, 7 p.m., The Over-
story, by Richard Powers

To reserve a copy of  the 
book or for more information, 
please contact Kim Shipala at 
kshipala@minlib.net . To regis-
ter, https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZcsf-yrrDI-
uGNZUG2MU5BiraLtGa3d-
GaFib .

800-633-PIPE  
www.rodenhiser.com    

*Not valid on trip or diagnostic fees. This offer expires April 30, 2021. Offer code OT-A-50
F

$50 OFF
Your next plumbing 
or heating repair*

Clip and save this coupon

Visit our website for 
more coupons and 

special offers on heating 
system installations.

Think Franklin First Gift cards! 
Were you the lucky 

recipient of  a Franklin 
Gift card or are you look-
ing to purchase one? 

Find the current list 
of  participating busi-
nesses and details about 
where to buy the gift 
cards below!

www.franklingiftcard.
com
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WHY DEAN COLLEGE SUMMER PROGRAMS?

Enjoy an amazing experience at Dean College this summer while earning college credit.

• Earn college credit for successful completion of course/program.*

• Get advice on the college admissions process from a Dean College admissions counselor during a free one-on-one consultation.

• Find unique experiences and field trips embedded into each program with behind-the-scenes access to program-specific venues, including Gillette Stadium and 
New England Patriots training camp. Tentative trips planned to a science lab and police station for forensics and an e-sports venue and baseball stadium for 
sports-specific programs. 

• Get unmatched instruction by leaders in their respective fields.

• Commuter: $1,250*  Overnight: $1,950*

Pre-college programs available to high school students ages 14+. For those students looking to stay overnight, housing will be provided by Dean College. *Does not include activity fee.

Dean College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national or ethnic origin, age, status as an individual with a disability, protected veteran status,  
genetic information or other protected classes under the law (including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972).  For more information, visit dean.edu.

JULY 26–AUG. 6, 2021

Franklin, MASPORTS BROADCASTING

SPORT MANAGEMENT FORENSICS

DEAN.EDU/SUMMER
508-541-1626

EMASS Senior Softball League Opens 
Registration for 2021 Season 

Eastern Massachusetts 
Senior Softball (EMASS) is 
opening its annual registra-
tion campaign for slow-pitch 
softball players age 50 and 
over. With over 400 mem-
bers, the league attracts play-
ers from towns across Eastern 
Massachusetts with games 
played on fields in Wayland, 
Medfield, Ashland and Fram-
ingham. The EMASS season 
opens in May with 18 weeks 
of  regular season games 
scheduled through Labor 
Day and year-end playoffs 
completed in early October.

“We played ball safely in 
2020 and we will do it again 
in 2021,” said Walker Royce, 
Commissioner of  EMASS. 
“Our players will do whatever 
it takes to get out on the field 
with their teammates and we 
will adjust the COVID pro-
tocols we used successfully 
last year to ensure the safety 

of  our members in the 2021 
season.” 

After COVID-19 delayed 
last year’s season opening 
until July, EMASS salvaged 
a welcome half-season in its 
Saturday divisions and deliv-
ered a full 36-game season 
in the weekday divisions by 
playing twice a week. With 
facial coverings, social dis-
tancing and other common 
sense guidelines, EMASS 
played throughout the sum-
mer and fall of  2020 without 
any member testing positive. 

About EMASS Senior 
Softball League 

EMASS was founded in 
1995 and offers over 400 se-
niors of  all skill levels a safe, 
well-organized opportunity 
to play competitive slow-pitch 
softball. EMASS members 
range in age from 50 to 90. 
Skill levels range from casual 

recreational players to those 
who play on nationally com-
petitive tournament teams. 
Players of  any skill level will 
find a spot with teams of  
similar abilities in one or 
more of  EMASS’s five divi-
sions. The American division 
(average age 60) and National 
division (average age 67) play 
doubleheaders on Saturday 
mornings. The weekday divi-
sions play once-a-week dou-
bleheaders on different days 
with the Pacific (average age 
64) on Mondays, the Metro 
(average age 75) on Tuesdays, 
and the Atlantic (average age 
69) on Thursdays. Many 
members play on different 
teams in multiple divisions.

For more information 
about EMASS Senior Soft-
ball League, visit www.e-
mass.org. 

Dean College to 
Offer Paramedic 
Training Program

Dean College, in partner-
ship with Emergency Medical 
Teaching Services Inc., will offer 
a paramedic education program 
beginning May 17, 2021.

The program includes clini-
cal and field rotations, as well 
as credit-bearing evening classes 
that prepare competent entry-
level paramedics in the cognitive, 
psychomotor and affective learn-
ing domains.

Upon completion of  the pro-
gram, students will receive a cer-
tificate of  completion that allows 
them to become eligible to sit for 
the National Registry Paramedic 
Examination.

Dean will be holding a FREE 
virtual information session on 
May 4, 2021 from 6 – 7 p.m. 
To register for the information 
session and for more informa-
tion about the program and re-
quirements, visit www.dean.edu/
paramedictraining.

NEW ENGLAND REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com
Reg. $399

Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOW
617-895-7771

NOW $299.00

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more
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Sports

191 Mechanic St. #2, 
Bellingham, MA 02019  

508.657.0960

20% OFF 
ENTIRE PURCHASE

SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY

CBD 
Disc Golf

Fine Cigars
Smoking Supplies

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• COMMERICAL & RESIDENTIAL

• TREE REMOVAL BY BUCKET TRUCK /CRANE

• LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING

• STORM DAMAGE

• SNOW REMOVAL

• FIREWOOD SALES
CharronTreeCompany.com  

CharronTreeService@yahoo.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
1060 Pulaski Blvd., Bellingham, MA 02019

Versatile Fitzgibbons Eager for Return with Franklin Nine 
By Ken HaMwey,  
staff spOrts writer

Jake Fitzgibbons missed an 
opportunity to build on a top-
notch sophomore season of  base-
ball when the coronavirus forced 
state officials to cancel all spring 
sports last year.

Batting eighth in the lineup, 
all the Franklin native did was 
hit .300, compile an on-base 
percentage of  .425 and drive in 
seven runs. A smooth fielder at 
second base, he managed to get 
two starts on the mound and fin-
ished with a 2-0 record, a 3.50 
E.R.A. and 10 strikeouts in 14 
innings. 

Fitzgibbons definitely played a 
role in helping the Panthers post 
a 21-1 record in 2019 and qualify 
for the Super-8 Tournament.

Now, the 18-year-old Franklin 
High senior, who can play five 
positions, is eager to continue 
with a sport he’s enjoyed since he 
was six. His emotions today are 
very different than they were last 
spring.

“When all sports were can-
celed last spring, I was angry and 
disappointed,’’ Fitzgibbons said. 
“I felt cheated losing my junior 
season. But, it’s an exciting time 
now. Baseball is about to start, 
and I can’t wait for the opener.’’

Fitzgibbons is acutely aware 
there’ll be modifications, like 
wearing masks, distancing and 
applying hand sanitizer. But, 
he’s prepared for whatever is re-
quired. “Baseball is a sport that 
involves adjusting, so I’ll deal 
with whatever changes are nec-
essary. What’s important is that 
health and safety come first for 
everyone. But, if  we can play 
and also deal safely with the 
virus, then that’s an acceptable 
option.’’

Coach Zach Brown had 
plenty of  options finding a varsity 
role for Fitzgibbons. The 5-foot-
11, 180-pounder is a remarkably 
versatile athlete. He can pitch, 
catch, play shortstop, second and 
third base. Maybe that’s why the 
University of  Hartford moved 
quickly in offering Fitzgibbons a 
scholarship. He verbally commit-

ted to Hartford at the start of  his 
junior year.

Hartford’s coach, Justin 
Blood, hasn’t guaranteed Fitzgib-
bons playing time, but he does 
like his versatile nature. 

“Coach Blood said he liked 
my swing,’’ Fitzgibbons said. “He 
said that I also could play in the 
outfield, infield or at catcher. I’m 
honored to receive a scholarship. 
Playing college ball was a goal I 
set in seventh grade. The scholar-
ship puts me in a good spot and 
gives me an opportunity’’

Fitzgibbons isn’t sure where 
he’ll play this season for the Pan-
thers, but Brown is leaning to-
wards catcher or shortstop. “Jake 
will play wherever he makes us 
stronger,’’ Brown said. “He’s 
never overwhelmed, and the 
game comes to him naturally. 
He’s athletic, skilled and has a 
high baseball IQ. If  we use him 
to catch, his strong arm and his 
ability to block the plate and call 
a strong game will be big assets.’’

Fitzgibbons does have a pref-
erence. “Catching is my favorite 
position,’’ he said. “It’s like being 
a quarterback, calling the plays 
and the pitches. I like encour-
aging our pitchers and settling 
them down, if  needed.’’

When hitting, the left-handed 
Fitzgibbons is aggressive, quick 
to jump on a first pitch. “The 
key is timing and anticipating 
what kind of  pitch is coming,’’ 
he noted. When pitching, the 
right-hander works fast, aims for 
pinpoint control, strives to stay 
ahead in the count and relies on 
a fastball (80 mph), curve change-
up and slider. In the infield, espe-
cially at shortstop, he’s all about 
being mentally focused. “A strong 

arm and good range are the keys 
to getting to a ball in the hole or 
up the middle,’’ he said. 

Fitzgibbons is optimistic that 
when Franklin’s season gets un-
derway, the Panthers will have 
quality talent that features prom-
ising pitching and hitting. 

“Our team will be younger 
than usual and we’ll have some 
inexperience, but it’ll be a hard-
working group,’’ he said. “We can 
make a run at whatever kind of  
post-season there might be and I 
hope everyone enjoys playing. It’s 
a time to enjoy the journey after 
being deprived of  it last spring. 
Mansfield and North Attleboro 
will likely be strong opponents.’’

Relying on a competitive phi-
losophy of  winning, reaching his 
potential and having fun, 

A good student, Fitzgibbons, 
who’ll be playing his third year 
for the Franklin Legion this sum-
mer, is undecided on his major 
at the University of  Hartford, 
but he’s considering  physical 
therapy or sports management. 
As for baseball, he’s fully aware 
that the transition from Franklin 
High to Division 1 Hartford will 
be smooth, only if  he works hard.

“I’ll be prepared because at 
Franklin, our practices are like 
college ball,’’ he said. “There’s 
no doubt that the college game 
will be faster and all the players 
will be talented, probably all for-
mer high school all-stars. But, a 
strong work ethic should ensure 
a good transition.’’

Brown is convinced Fitzgib-
bons will succeed because “Jake 
is a baseball junkie whose versa-
tility will help him.’’

Two attributes that should 
lead to a formula for achieve-
ment. 

Excited at the start of the baseball season after this quiet year, Franklin High senior Jake Fitzgibbons will 
head to the University of Hartford this fall.

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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The only Energy

Fuels

Be Sure to Ask About our New Customer Program

Service

company 
you’ll ever need.

Programs

Give us a call today! 800-649-5949
*APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.

*New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane* 
FREE:  $100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan*

Installations

Family owned and operated since 1954

• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Bagged Coal

•  Emergency  
service 24-7

•  Oil & gas fired  
equipment

•  Flexible pricing and 
budget programs

•  Ask about our military, 
police and fire discount.

•  Oil & propane heating  
systems and water heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

A Spring Arts Awakening for THE BLACK BOX

THE BLACK BOX, Frank-
lin’s very own concert, theater, 
and event venue, will host nine 
weeks of  entertainment, out-
doors under a tent in the venue’s 
parking lot. The Spring Arts 
Awakening celebrates a come-
back for arts and entertainment 
and offers an opportunity to sup-
port THE BLACK BOX in its 
recovery from the pandemic.

Spring Arts Awakening at 
THE BLACK BOX kicks off 

on April 16 with a concert by 
three Disney Stars of  Broad-
way: Broadway’s original “Mary 
Poppins” Ashley Brown, current 
“Genie” Michael James Scott, 
and original “Tarzan” Josh 
Strickland. The trio will perform 
an evening of  Disney favorites. 
There will be limited seating for 
this special evening out in Frank-
lin.

The Spring Arts Awakening 
lineup will also include local band 

The Peacheaters, Blues legend 
James Montgomery, viral a cap-
pella sensation T.3, international 
touring ensemble Electric Youth, 
cabaret performances featuring 
Broadway stars, a June Pride 
Month concert benefiting The 
Trevor Project, FPAC’s annual 
Culinary Cabaret, and more. 

“The Spring Arts Awaken-
ing provides an opportunity to 
welcome our audiences back 
to THE BLACK BOX,” notes 

TBB and Franklin Performing 
Arts Company Director Raye 
Lynn Mercer. “The safety of  
an outdoor venue provides pa-
trons a comfortable transition to 
performances and event gather-
ings.” Mercer adds, “Reopening 
guidelines will be followed and all 

safety protocols will be in place.” 
Patrons are encouraged to 

visit www.THEBLACKBOX-
online.com and follow THE 
BLACK BOX on social media 
to stay updated on the venue’s 
offerings. 

Franklin Senior 
Center Events in 
April

The Franklin Senior Center is planning an Earth Day 
Presentation with Q&A via Zoom on Thursday, April 22nd.

In addition to our Curbside Cafe and regularly scheduled 
programs, we will host a Talk Franklin Matters Zoom Se-
nior Coffee Hour with State and Local Officials via Zoom 
and Name that Tune on April 15that 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
There will also be an opportunity to pick up a painting kit to 
work at home, or in person at the senior center. 

For more details, check out the April edition of  the Se-
nior Connection newsletter, https://www.franklinma.gov/
franklin-senior-center/pages/connection-newsletter .
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ERA Key Realty Services –  
Growth in the Midst of a Pandemic
Franklin Office Relocates to 456 West  
Central Street

In the rapidly changing real-
estate industry, there’s always a 
new norm, a new system and a 
new approach to serving clients. 
ERA Key Realty Services stays 
on top of  these changes, enabling 
its agents to fully cater to their 
clients.

“Our agents are in this busi-
ness, because of  the satisfaction 
they get helping clients achieve 
their home-buying and home-
selling goals,” says Regional Vice 
President Jeff Taylor. ERA Key 
recently moved its Franklin office 
to 456 West Central Street.

Taylor’s father, Bruce, started 
the business in Milford as a Help-
U-Sell franchise in 1987. That 
single operation grew to an-

other in Franklin, then another 
in Whitinsville. In the 1990s, 
the company became an ERA 
franchise, later merging ERA 
Homeowners Advantage with 
ERA John Nelson, and in 2018 
merged with HUNT Real Estate 
ERA in upstate New York. ERA 
Key has grown to 14 offices in 
Massachusetts, and the agency 
holds licenses in New Hamp-
shire, Connecticut and Rhode 
Island.

“Our focus is to make sure we 
continue to embrace our family 
culture, staying on top of  inno-
vation and industry needs, while 
providing the assistance our pro-
fessionals desire,” says President 
and COO Cheryl Eidinger-Tay-

lor.
That culture begins with sup-

port. Buyers entering today’s 
competitive real-estate market 
need sharp, savvy agents armed 
with the latest technology and 
strong administrative backing.

“We are very focused on en-
suring that our agents are the 
most educated within the indus-
try – fully informed about not 
only legal issues, but about what’s 
going on in the marketplace,” 
says Jeff Taylor. “Our sales team 
is dedicated to providing solid 
advice, excellent service and out-
standing results. Their goal is to 

always act in the best interest of  
their clients.”

For sellers, he says, that means 
helping prepare the home to 
stand out and sell quickly, for the 
highest price and with the best 
terms. For buyers, agents know 
the options and techniques avail-
able to make their offer stand out 
and secure the winning bid.

In addition to individual 
branch administrators and sales 
managers, ERA Key retains a 
support person for every eight 
agents. Agents can rely on staff 

for services such as accounting, 
IT, e-commerce, relocation, fa-
cilities and marketing.

“Agents don’t have to spend 
their time on the behind-the-
scenes work, such as documen-
tation or marketing, and they 
don’t have to worry about their 
systems going down. They can 
be face-to-face with their clients,” 
says Taylor.

ERA
continued on page 20 
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com
www.jimhanewich.com

CONTACT JIM FOR ALL YOUR MORTGAGE NEEDS

Jim Hanewich’s 30 years of experience can assist you with First-Time homebuyer, FHA, 
VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment with Jim at 40 South Street, Suite 1, Wrentham, MA 02093. 

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575 MORTGAGE OFFICE

LAURA LOWE, REALTOR®
Coldwell Banker Realty
Serving Franklin~Canton~Metrowest~Cape Cod & Beyond!
C: 508.317.8768 | E: Laura.Lowe@NEmoves.com
lauralowesellsrealestate.cbintouch.com

THINK BUY ... THINK SELL ... THINK LAURA!
Discover a New Level of Marketing and Service in 

Today’s Real Estate Market
LAURA LOWE has the marketing expertise and industry experience to 
guide you through the home selling and buying process with confidence! 
LAURA LOWE will tend to the details so you can tend to the packing!

BERTONE 

R E A L T Y

B

R

Anita Bertone

Broker/Owner

31 Susan’s Way
Franklin, MA 02038

Direct: (774) 248-4630
abertonerealty@gmail.com

“Lets Talk Real Estate”

Now is the time to buy or sell your home. 
Take advantage of  this real estate market! 

Contact me for a free market analysis

(774) 248-4630
abertonerealty@gmail.com

anitagreathome.com
Anita Bertone

Broker/Owner

Spring is in the Air! 

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  INSTALLATION
COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL

HEATING  •  AIR CONDITIONING

P.O. Box 521  |  Foxboro, MA 02035
www.prevettheatingandcooling.com

508-543-1198

During this past year’s lock-
down, for example, ERA Key’s 
IT department seamlessly im-
plemented Deposit Link, a pa-
perless app for consumers and 
agents to send and accept de-
posits.

ERA Key’s 350+ agents can 
also turn to members of  their 
senior team, who are always 
available.

“The ownership team is in 
the business daily,” says Taylor. 
“Those on the leadership team 
are not just names on a roster.”

Live training and morale-
boosting events, in traditional 
years, create camaraderie be-
tween branches. 

Even ERA Key Realty’s new 
Franklin site, a contemporary 
open work environment, fosters 
that friendly team atmosphere. 
While other firms are minimiz-
ing their office locations during 
the pandemic, Taylor says his 
firm is improving and expanding 
its physical locations.

ERA Key branches also vol-
unteer as teams for local com-
munity projects and give back 
through a company charitable 
trust.

“When our agents have a 
closing with a client, they can 
elect to have a portion of  their 
commission donated to the 
charitable trust,” says Taylor. 
“Money is held in the trust for 
their branch, and branch mem-
bers vote on where it goes in the 
local community.”

ERA Key Realty Services 
Charitable Trust has donated 
more than $435,000 since it was 
established in 2004 – more than 
$32,000 last year alone – to doz-
ens of  Massachusetts charities.

That level of  professionalism 
and community commitment 
explains why ERA Key enjoys 
a repeat customer average of  
68%, compared to 14% nation-
ally in its industry. “Our agents 
are staying connected with their 
clients long after the transaction 
is complete,” says Taylor. 

2020 was ERA Key Realty’s 
best year ever. The firm sold 
2,140 homes, with $813 million 
in sales volume. Including its 
New York division, that number 
increases to 13,195 homes and 
$3.3 billion in sales. That makes 
ERA Key the 35th largest real-
estate agency nationwide.

ERA Key Realty Services 
is located at 456 West Central 
Street in Franklin. You can reach 
them at (866) 437-2539 or online 
at KeyRealtyServices.com .

ERA
continued from page 19

Advertise your business 
Reach over 80,000 homes!  Ask for details today! 

Call Jen: 508-570-6544  or  email: 
jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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Lorraine Kuney 
lorrainekuney@gmail.com

Lorraine Kuney | 508-380-9938
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

Call Lorraine Kuney Today 508-380-9938
For Your Free Competitive Analysis

Don’t miss your opportunity to take advantage of this
Strong Market.

 *Low inventory down    almost 50% &
*Continued low interest rates have Sellers seeing swarms      

of Buyers & bidding wars

Spring Time!
It’s Called the Selling Season

for a Reason!

Spring Time!
It’s Called the Selling Season

for a Reason!

Experience.  Service. Trust
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308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696

211-2 West Street Milford $220,000

Eileen Mason

1 Hemlock Lane, Franklin

15 Summer Street #301, Franklin 1 Elizabeth Avenue, Franklin 431 Lincoln Street, Franklin 480-2 West Central Street, Franklin $15/SF
Susan Morrison

Eileen Mason Eileen Mason Eileen Mason Eileen Mason

12 Evergreen Drive, Franklin

Susan Morrison

OFC CONDOSOLD

UAG UAG UAG

SOLD

Susan Morrison
Top 58 in New England

617-686-8178 
susan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen Mason
Top 20 in New England

508-330-4234
emason4234@gmail.com

#1 Brokerage 
in New England

Source:  RE/MAX Integra

Advertise 
your business! 

Ask for details today! 
Call Jen: 508-570-6544 or 

email: jenschofield 
@localtownpages.com



April 2021  Franklin Local Town Pages  www.localtownpages.com  Page 23



Page 24   Franklin Local Town Pages  www.localtownpages.com  April 2021


