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USDA Certified Organic

for you and your pets
CBD

156-160 Worcester Providence Turnpike
Sutton, MA 01590

(508) 917-8189

Mention this ad for

15%
Off

your next purchase 
in store

Check out page 9 for details!

WITH OUR GIFT CARD 

GIVE-A-WAYS!

MORE PRIZES ADDED!

10%
OFF

TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 03.31.2021

WHITINSVILLE  |  WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510
harbroauto.com/service

Valid until 05.31.2021

8 Davis Street
Webster, MA

CALL AHEAD FOR TO-GO ORDERS

508-461-7662508-461-7662
NEW HOURS: NEW HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 9am-3pm; Fri. & Sat. 9am-9:30pm  Wed.-Thurs. 9am-3pm; Fri. & Sat. 9am-9:30pm  

www.bkindcafe.comwww.bkindcafe.com

Mother’s Day SpecialMother’s Day Special
Bring your Mom and receive 

a Free Mimosa & Rose!
                        with Entree Purchase
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APRIL PULLOUT

Serving all of New England

Fully Licensed& Insured MA

RI Reg #: 4175HIC #: 190392

•Gutters
•Chimney
•Windows

•Roofing
•Siding
•Skylights

FREE ESTIMATES(508) 278-3300

www.shineconstructioninc.com

@shineconstructioninc

See pages 6 & 7

2 2 W ES T
M I L L B U R Y , M A .

W W W . T W O G I R L S R E C L A I M E D . C O M

( 5 0 8 ) 5 8 1 - 4 2 0 0

S T .

See pages 8 & 9

See pages 4 & 5

SPECIALSPECIAL

• PULL OUT AND SAVE• PULL OUT AND SAVE
• FOR HOME AND GARDEN• FOR HOME AND GARDEN
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NEW FACILITY  NOW OPEN!
  State of the Art
       All Temperature Controlled

Reserve today
210 Southwest Cutoff, Worcester, MA    (508) 304-8808

 L-R, Scott Milner and Ron Moscoffian in 1997 (below) and in 2021 (above).

M & M Auto Body 
highly wreck-amended
By Janet Stoica
Picture this, years ago, two first 
graders meet while attending 
Chaffee School in Oxford. They 
forge a friendship that lasts de-
cades, hang out together, and 
promise to go into business as 
partners one day.
	 It really does happen, as Scott 
Milner and Ron Moscoffian of M & 
M Auto Body of Oxford can attest. 
With Lee Collins on their staff, Scott 

and Ron have partnered longer than 
most businesses. Through thick and 
thin, family milestones, and their 
own children, the partners’ lon-
gevity and business acumen have 
turned their humble beginnings 
into a successful and customer-ap-
preciated enterprise.  
	 “Nothing leaves this shop until 
we’re 100% satisfied that we’ve 
done the best job possible for our 
customers,” said Ron Moscoffian, 
“it has to be done right and done 
well before we are satisfied. We’re 
a small shop but we do what’s best 
for our customers. We do it hands-
on ourselves. If we’re satisfied and 
happy with the results, then our 
client will see that and be satisfied 
too.” 
	 M & M works on every model 
and make of vehicle out there. 
Their services include auto body 

Larry's Landscape Larry's Landscape SUPPLIESSUPPLIES

OPEN 7 Days a Week through Mid-July - Mon.-Sat. 7am-5pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

WE WILL SPREAD MULCH THAT WE DELIVER!

Next to CNext to CVVS on Route 20, CHARLTON, MAS on Route 20, CHARLTON, MA

                  508-248-6004508-248-6004 LARRYSLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COMLARRYSLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM

Please ask for details 
when ordering

Same Day Delivery Guaranteed
We deliver to Charlton, Southbridge, Sturbridge, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Dudley, Leicester, 

Webster, Brimfield, Auburn, Brookfields, Holland, Wales, Sutton, Millbury and Worcester.

Your One Stop Shop for 
Bark Mulch and Stone

MULCH- Hemlock • Red Cedar • Black  and Brown Pine • Certified Kid Safe Mulch

STONES - 7 Different Colors • Brick Sand, Gravel, Loam, Stone Dust & More!
We accept all 
credit cards

CONTAINER & RUBBISH SERVICE
15 & 20 Yard dumpster rentals delivered & picked up

15 yard up to 2 ton $375 -  7 day rental
20 yard up to 3 ton $475 - 7 day rental

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

*Additional charges may apply for 
delivery beyond our service area 
or if weight of debris exceeds the 
ton limit. Surcharges may also 
apply for hazardous waste 
removal of construction materials.

Call 508-476-1500

14 West Street, 
Douglas, MA 

01516 
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Vacuums
always 75¢
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Auburn, MA
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repairs, painting, and col-
lision services, including 
buffing, scratch, and dent 
removal as well as custom 
paint mixing to a customer’s 
request and specifications. 
Vehicle frame straighten-
ing is one of their special-
ties.  Have you ever driven 
behind a car or truck with 
a front end drifting off to its 
right side and its back end 
floating to the left?  Those 
vehicles definitely need the 
services of M & M’s frame-
straightening expertise!  
“I’ve seen those drivers on 
the road.  Looks like they’re 
taking up two lanes, doesn’t 
it?” Ron laughed.  
	 Many of today’s vehicles are 
lighter in weight than those 
manufactured even five years 
ago. “You’d be amazed at the 
amount of plastic in today’s 
vehicles,” said Ron. “The 
amount of synthetic materials 
in our cars and trucks is mind-
boggling.” 
	 M & M works closely with 

many insurance companies. 
They’re a licensed, regis-
tered, and insured body 
shop and are also licensed 
vehicle appraisers. “We’ll at-
tend vehicle auctions, care-
fully check the repairable 
ones, fix them up, and then 
sell them. We’re Dodge and 
Plymouth guys. We’ve been 
to many raceways watching 
Richard Petty and his Dodge 
and Plymouth vehicles of 
choice.” 
	 The men like Mopar prod-
ucts. Mopar was founded in 
1937 and is the parts, ser-
vice, and customer care di-
vision of the former Chrysler 
Corporation now owned by 
Netherlands-based automo-
bile manufacturer, Stellantis. 
	 Ron and Scott will be cel-
ebrating their 24th year as 
business partners this month. 
They began their business 
venture on April 1, 1997, fulfill-
ing their first-grade pledge to 
each other. “There was a bliz-
zard that day that we’ll never 
forget,” said Ron. “The snow, 
wind, and cold forged our 
partnership.”

	 The two have always been 
car enthusiasts and went to 
Bay Path Vocational High 
School to learn their trade 
in the auto body shop. Scott 
furthered his education in the 
service, along with truck driv-
ing. Ron worked and managed 
auto body shops at Worcester 
dealerships. Cadillacs were 
his favorites. They were very 
spacious and made well, he 
said. Every year Anthony Bor-
gatti (owner of the well-known 
and famous Spag’s Retail 
Store in Shrewsbury) would 
visit the dealership to trade-in 
and buy another Cadillac. “He 
was a great customer.” 
	 The crew has many proj-
ects and has also built many 
cars for auto shows. One of 
their steady customers is 
Harbro Auto Sales of Web-
ster and Whitinsville. “We’re 
very honored to be part of 
Harbro’s success,” said Ron.
	 M & M Auto Body is at 7 
Industrial Park Road, West, 
Oxford. Phone: (508) 987-
7070. Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. – 
5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. – 12 noon. 
www.mmautooxford.com       

M&M 
AUTO BODY
Continued from page 1

CHICKEN BARBECUECHICKEN BARBECUE
Webster Fish & Game

Route 16, Webster

Saturday, May 22
3-6 p.m. • Rain or Shine

Tickets $12.00
50/50 Raffle & Basket Raffles

Tickets available at the bar
Info: 802-417-7148 • 508-943-9806

Dresser Hill Ice Cream goes for $450,000 
at foreclosure auction

Paul Zekos of Zekos Group Auctioneers reads “The Memo-
randum of Sale” before bidding began for the Dresser Hill 
Ice Cream and Seafood property in Charlton on April 12.

By Rod Lee
As expected, the foreclosure 
sale of Dresser Hill Ice Cream 
and Seafood in Charlton took 
only a matter of minutes, after 
Auctioneer Paul Zekos dis-
posed of the preliminaries on 
the chilly and breezy morning 
of April 12.
	 In the half hour or so before 
the eleven o’clock transaction 
began, people with bid pa-
perwork in their hands stood 
around speculating on what 
the sale price would end up 
being. Only Tim Dugas, whose 
family owns and operates The 
Clambox in Brookfield (also 
on the auction block, later that 
day) and Teneille Chaisson of 
Dresser Hill Ice Cream and Sea-
food seemed not to share in the 
excitement that prevailed.

	 “I wish it wasn’t going to 
happen,” Ms. Chaisson said, 
as she paced back and forth 
in front of one of South Coun-
ty’s most popular venues. Her 
equipment as lease holder of 
the property sat inside the 
building, which was closed. 
Her restaurant was known not 
only for ice cream but also 
sandwiches—the Sailor’s Spe-
cial, the Bacon Buccaneer, the 
Philly Shipyard—and more.
	 The sale actually included 
all of the following: a two-
story barn-style building with 
an arcade area, an automo-
tive garage, a warehouse, 
overhead doors and upstairs 
office space; and the smaller 
structure, which functions as 
the ice cream and seafood en-

terprise at the top of Dresser 
Hill—with panoramic views 
looking west.  
	 “I have interest in this prop-
erty,” Mr. Dugas said (he 
eventually wasn’t a factor in 
the bidding, however). “I own 
and operate The Clambox and 
I have a lease there for the 
next three years. My whole 
family works for me in Brook-
field. I own the lot next to [The 
Clambox, on South Maple St.] 
and will build a new place on 
that lot if it doesn’t work out 
for me today.
	 “It’s nerve wracking, wait-
ing,” Mr. Dugas said. “I feel 
bad for Teneille.”
	 Shortly after 11:00, Mr. Ze-
kos welcomed those in atten-
dance—about twenty or twen-
ty-five people—and launched 
into a reading of “The Memo-
randum of Sale” and then 
“The Legal Notice of Sale.” 
He explained that a $10,000 
deposit would be required on 
the spot with another $10,000 
due “within forty-eight hours.” 
A closing would occur within 
forty-five days, he said. There 
are taxes and “muni liens” to 
deal with too.
	 “This is a nice income prop-
erty and a landmark here in 

the town of Charlton,” Mr. Ze-
kos said, as an enticement to 
get his audience primed for a 
quick sale. The asking price 
started just below $200,000 
but quickly escalated. At one 
point early on Mr. Zekos re-
minded the crowd that “this 
property will not be here to-
morrow.” That immediately 
pushed bids to $325,000, 
$385,000 and $400,000. When 
interest seemed to be waning 
as the price tag crept higher, 
Mr. Zekos said to one bid-
der “what the hell is another 
$10,000;” and to another “an 
ice cream cone costs more 
than that here!”
	 His strategy worked. Mi-
chael Madulka, who owns 
an ice cream shop on Lake 
Quinsigamond in Worcester, 
wound up registering the win-
ning bid—at $450,000. Mad-
ulka’s, on Lake Ave., offers 
“ice cream, yogurt, soft serve, 
sundaes “and everything in 
between.”

	 “He got a good deal,” Mr. 
Zekos said, as he put his 
clipboard away. He had de-
scribed the auction in ad-
vance as “the opportunity of 
a lifetime for someone.”
	 As he finished placing 
his deposit, Mr. Madulka 
was approached by a man 
from Gibson’s Dairy Farm, 
who said to him, “I wanted 
you to know we supply the 
ice cream for Dresser Hill. 
I hope you’ll think about 
keeping Dresser Hill going. 
The ice cream part of it is a 
lucrative business.”

	 “Yes, what are your im-
mediate plans?” Mr. Madulka 
was asked, as he considered a 
response to the inquiry from 
Gibson’s. 
	 “To come up with the rest 
of the money!” he said, laugh-
ing.
	 Then, hardly pausing, 
he said “I will keep it as ice 
cream. I think I’m going to 
call it ‘Madulka’s Ice Cream 
on Dresser Hill.”
-----------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

508-234-2882
10 Sutton Street • Northbridge, MA  01523

www.RockdaleRugandBraid.com
“Like” us on Facebook to see Special Offers!

www.facebook.com/rockdalerug
Hours: Mon.-Wed.: 10am-5pm • Thursday: 10am-6pm

Fri.-Sat.: 10am-5pm • Sunday: 12pm-5pm

508-234-2882
10 Sutton Street • Northbridge, MA  01523

www.RockdaleRugandBraid.com
“Like” us on Facebook to see Special Offers!

www.facebook.com/rockdalerug
Hours: Mon.-Wed.: 10am-5pm • Thursday: 10am-6pm

Fri.-Sat.: 10am-5pm • Sunday: 12pm-5pm

HOURS: Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm
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       Attn: WEBSTER VOTERS - Monday, May 3rd

Re-elect RANDY BECKER for SELECTMAN
Reliable * Dependable * Responsible

Personal:   
57 year resident of Webster
Married for 37 years to Donna (Fitzback) Becker
Proud father of two sons, Andrew (33) 
  and Alexander (31 )
Graduate of Bartlett High School, ‘79
Graduate of Nichols College, 
  BSBA ‘83 in Accountancy and MBA ’96
Retired Chief Financial Officer 
  of MAPFRE Insurance

Affiliations:
•  Member of the Webster Board of Selectmen (since May, 2015), Chairman since 
May, 2019  •  Secretary and Member of the Police/Fire Station Building Committee 
(2008-2018)  •  Director of the Southern Worcester County Communication Center 
• Chairman of the Board of Directors of MAPFRE Insurance • Trustee and Finance 
Committee Chair of Nichols College •  Director and Treasurer of the Health Founda-
tion of Central Massachusetts  •  Director and Vice Chair of Harrington Hospital   
•  President of the St. Louis School Endowment Fund which funds All Saints 
Academy  •  Couple to Couple Pre-Marital Ministry with wife Donna for over 25 years

Dear Webster Citizens:
My wife Donna and I have been blessed to grow up, live and work in Webster for practically all our 
lives.  Giving back to our community, of time, talent and treasure, is always something we and our 
families have tried our best to do.  I have been honored to serve as one of your Selectmen.  Reflect-
ing on all the good that has taken place in Webster these past six years, I truly believe we are in a far 
better place today. Working together we will continue our upward trajectory of improving our Town 
for the betterment of its citizens. This past year, COVID-19 dominated our lives, resulting in untold 
hardships, including the loss of some of our loved ones.  In addition to the truly outstanding effort to 
fight COVID-19 put forth by our Town Administrator, Board of Health Agent and many others, some of 
the top positive outcomes in Webster these past six years, include: (1) the hiring of Town Administra-
tor (TA) Doug Willardson; (2) completion of the new water treatment plant, coupled with a prioritiza-
tion of pipe re-lining/replacement in the most acute areas of town;  (3) under both the TA’s and Town 
Accountant’s leadership, the Town’s financial condition is far better than it has been in decades; (4) 
the Head Start program, sponsored by the Worcester Community Action Council, has taken over the 
old Senior Center providing needed care for Webster’s little ones;  (5) the Town has a truly dedicated 
Opioid Task Force and we also have the CDU and AIC at Harrington’s Webster Campus to help combat 
and treat the terrible disease of opioid/pain killer addiction; (6) significant improvements made to 
Memorial Beach, many thanks to our Recreation Director and the folks she works with; (7) increased 
attention to Main Street, including new businesses and the River Walk; and, (8) a higher level of 

volunteerism and enthusiasm towards our Town. These accomplishments and many others are a tes-
tament to a very dedicated group of Town employees, my fellow Selectmen and our citizens. Being a 
Selectman is a role I’ve been entrusted with and take most seriously. I believe we have an exception-
ally dedicated Board of Selectmen that work extremely well with our TA. 
 My number one concern, in fact the ONLY reason I am seeking a third term, is the potential break 
down of our Town’s positive direction over the past few years through a disruptive change in the Board 
of Selectmen.  I’m a firm believer in the saying attributed to Bert Lance: “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it”.
 We still have much to accomplish, including: (1) continuing our work with the Water/Sewer 
Commission on replacement/re-lining of the highest priority water pipes in town; (2) continuing the 
Board of Selectmen’s responsibilities of oversight and providing guidance, while rejecting any desire 
for interference or involvement in the day to day operations of the Town – after all, that’s why we 
hired TA Willardson to run the Town; (3) reviewing what additional Town services can be streamlined 
and improved; (4) continuing prioritization of capital plans; (5) continuing the focus on Economic 
Development, including Main Street, North & South Main Streets and the Shaws/Kmart Plaza; and, 
(6) listening to the concerns of our citizens.  
 If re-elected, I will continue to take seriously my oversight and guidance role. I will steadfastly do 
my very best to continue moving Webster forward in the most positive way possible. 

Thank you for your consideration,
 Randy Becker

PLEASE VOTE:  We’ll need to have a really good voter turnout on May 3rd so please remind your friends and family to get out and vote. 
Paid for by Donna Becker

Roast Stuffed Turkey
Baked Virginia Ham
Prime Rib of Beef
Maple Glazed Stuffed Salmon

Serving Dinner Menu All Day

Reserve your table today.

Rts. 12/20, 917 Southbridge St., Auburn, MA 

508-832-9705 • janthonysgrill.com

Mother’s Day, Mother’s Day, May 9May 9
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Make Yourself
at Home at

Christopher Heights 
Assisted Living

CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTSTM

AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
338 THOMPSON ROAD

WebSTeR, MASSAcHuSeTTS
www.christopherheights.com

Great things
to come

...in 2021!
Celebrating life, 

love and 
each other.

For more
information or a tour of
our beautiful community,
 please call Laura L. Crosetti 
at 508-949-0400, extension 4106

No matter the reason or the season, the staff at Christopher Heights Assisted Living continuously strive to ALWAYS keep you
HEALTHY * ACTIVE * SOCIAL * CONNECTED * SECURE & COMFORTED

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Souvenirs 
Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

   508-943-4900
154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

behind Wind Tiki in the 
Sterling Realty Building

 DUDLEY – Glenn M. Sul-
masy, JD, LL.M, acclaimed 
international law and national 
security expert with experi-
ence in academics, law, and 
government service, has been 
named the eighth president of 
Nichols College. He succeeds 
Susan West Engelkemeyer, 

Nichols College names Bryant University 
provost as its eighth president

Ph.D., who will retire at the 
end of this academic year fol-
lowing a decade at the helm of 
Nichols. 
	 Sulmasy comes to Nichols 
with 24 years in higher educa-
tion, most recently as provost 
and chief academic officer 
of Bryant University. He will 

Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M

begin his tenure as Nichols 
president on July 1. 
	 “President-elect Sulmasy 
brings a distinguished record 
of administrative leadership 
and academic achievement 
to Nichols. He is uniquely 
qualified to build on the suc-
cess Nichols has experienced 

under President Engelkemey-
er’s leadership and drive us 
further toward a position of 
greater regional and national 
prominence,” said John H. 
Davis ’72, chair of the Nichols 
College Board of Trustees. 
	 “I am honored to join the 
Nichols College community 
as its eighth president,” said 
Sulmasy. “The Nichols repu-
tation of offering a dynamic 
and results-oriented business 
and leadership education has 
grown measurably stronger 
under the leadership of Presi-
dent Engelkemeyer and is per-
fectly positioned to continue 
its trajectory. I look forward 

to working with the Board of 
Trustees, faculty, and staff 
to expand opportunities for 
Nichols students to learn, 
lead, and succeed…Discere, 
Duces, Stabit!” 
	 The appointment follows 
a six-month national search. 
Davis thanked the Presiden-
tial Search Committee, led 
by Trustee Randy Becker 
’83 MBA ’96, for its thorough 
and collaborative work. “The 
search for a new president 
of Nichols College drew an 
impressive pool of accom-
plished candidates, and the 
Committee worked tirelessly 
and efficiently to narrow the 

field, conduct interviews, and 
recommend the best candi-
date to the Board of Trustees,” 
he said. 
	 Sulmasy has served as the 
number two official of Bryant 
University since 2015, with 
primary responsibility for 
managing undergraduate and 
graduate academic programs, 
curriculum, and chairing the 
Academic Review Board. He 
oversees more than 1,100 fac-
ulty and staff members and an 
operating budget of $144 mil-
lion. During his tenure, he initi-
ated and implemented several 
academic programs, including 
a Bachelor of Science in Data 
Science, a Digital Marketing 
Program, a fully accredited 
Physician Assistant Program, 
a Graduate Certificate in Inno-
vative Health Care Leadership 
and an online MBA. 
	 He also successfully direct-
ed Bryant’s recent reaccredi-
tation by the New England 
Commission of Higher Educa-
tion, and 2019 reaccreditation 
by AACSB International, the 
Association to Advance Col-
legiate Schools of Business. 
Sulmasy has been a law pro-
fessor at the U.S. Naval War 
College and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy, where he led 
the Department of Humanities, 
and additionally was a lectur-
er at the UConn School of Law, 
Roger Williams Law School, 
UC Berkley School of Law, 
and Harvard University. He is 
a visiting fellow at George Ma-
son University School of Law. 
	 In addition to lecturing ex-
tensively on the law of armed 
conflict, international law, and 
national security matters, he is 
widely published on national 
security matters, and serves 
as a subject matter expert/
commentator. He has been 
featured in the Los Angeles 
Times, on CBS News Radio, 
National Public Radio, CNN In-
ternational, US News & World 
Report, the New York Times, 
the San Francisco Chronicle, 
Al-Jazeera America, MSNBC, 
Fox News, and numerous oth-
er national media outlets. He 
is the author of “The National 
Security Court System – A 
Natural Evolution of Justice in 
an Age of Terror” (2009) and 
co-editor of “International Law 
Challenges – Homeland Se-
curity and Combating Terror-
ism” (2005). Sulmasy was edu-
cated at the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy, the University of 
Baltimore School of Law, UC 
Berkeley School of Law, and 
the Harvard Kennedy School. 
	 He and his wife, Marla, have 
seven children and reside in 
Old Lyme, Conn.

SHAGGED / ILLUME 
Hair Design

2 Millbury Blvd., Oxford, MA • 508-987-0064
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY

  Treat yourself 
All new Mothers get 

15% of any color service
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170 Thompson Road, Webster, MA • 508-949-1110

Located inside DunkinLocated inside Dunkin

Buy 4 Cigars Get 1 
Of equal or less value. Not to be combined with 

any other coupons or offers. 
10%

OFF
Any Gift 
Purchase

Not to be combined with any other coupons or offers. 

CIGAR & GIft boutIque

170 Thompson Road, Webster, MA • 508-949-1110

25%
OFF

Come in and see our selection of 
Luca & Danni Papaya, 

Vera Bradley....
and Much More!

Any 
Vera Bradley Product

Located inside Dunkin

Bella Lu

10%
OFF

Any Purchase
Excludes cigars

Buy 4 Cigars

Get 1 FREE
Of equal or less value

Come in and see our selection of Vidda Jewelry, Homesick Candles .... and Much More!Come in and see our selection of Vidda Jewelry, Homesick Candles .... and Much More!

FREE

NOW HIRING
Part-time

Sales AssociateInquire Within

Ed Ohlmeyer, Pedro DeJesus and Tim King on the first tee at Dudley 
Hill Golf Club on March 20. They are co-workers at IPG in Oxford.

First day of spring, first shots hit at 
Dudley Hill Golf Club
By Rod Lee
As is so typical of New Eng-
land, one moment winter 
seems to have a firm grip on 
the situation and the next 
players are at the first tee at 
Dudley Hill Golf Club, which 
is exactly what transpired the 
morning of March 20—the first 
day of spring.
	 “My wife thinks I’m raking 
the leaves!” Tim King, who 
had joined Ed Ohlmeyer and 
Pedro DeJesus in a threesome, 
said, to spontaneous laugh-
ter all around, with tempera-
tures in the 50s and the sun 
shining. They were in a jovial 
mood, with clubs in hand 
and green acreage stretching 
before them. The reason for 
their upbeat attitude was ob-
vious. They were back on the 
links possibly earlier than they 
would have thought possible.
	 Mr. Ohlmeyer had just 
struck the first shot, a low bul-
let that carried more than two 
hundred yards down the left 
side of the fairway. He seemed 
pleasantly surprised.
	 It was Opening Day at Dud-
ley Hill Golf Club, a nine-hole 
course nestled next to Nichols 
College, and golfers like Mr. 
Ohlmeyer and his pals were 
eager to get back into action.
	 Clubhouse Manager Jim 
Siekierski, who was accepting 
the payment of greens fees 
through a window of the build-
ing, was also upbeat. A friendly 
man, he has worked at Dudley 
Hill for sixteen years.
	 “For this time of year, it’s 

drying out quick,” he said. “We 
just cut the greens. After a week 
or so they will turn brown but 
they will come back.
	 “We’re part of the Tri State 
Golf Company, with Race-
way (in Thompson), which 
opened last week, and we 
have a course in Rhode Is-
land, Melody Hill in Chepa-
chet, which also opened last 
week. We just bought another 
course, a nine-hole course, in 
Harrisville, Rhode Island.”
	 The satisfaction of seeing 
Dudley Hill being able to begin 
welcoming golfers two weeks 
before Easter was apparent in 
Mr. Siekierski’s comments.
	 “Last year, we didn’t get go-
ing until May 8, because of CO-
VID-19,” he said.

	 Again in 2021, precautions 
are in place. Mr. Siekierski 
was masked. The clubhouse 
is closed to foot traffic, as 
it was in 2020. Whether the 
kitchen and restaurant will re-
sume operations “is yet to be 
determined,” he said. “We are 
selling beer out of the window. 
You have to have beer on the 
golf course.” Golf carts are not 
being used right now, in that 
the course is still soft and wet. 
As to ball washers becom-
ing operational soon, that’s a 
“maybe,” he said.
	 “With four courses” in its 
stable, the Tri State Golf Com-
pany has “in the neighbor-
hood of five hundred mem-
bers and with a season pass 
they can play any one or all of 

the four of our courses at any 
given time,” he said.
	 Mr. Siekierski said Connecti-
cut Gov. Ned Lamont gave golf 
courses an all-clear to open 
earlier than those in Massa-
chusetts last year “and half 
the vehicles were from Mas-
sachusetts.”
	 He is optimistic that 2021 
will be better for golfers than 
2020 was.
	 He’s ready. “I’ve had my sec-
ond (vaccination),” he said.
-----------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

It’s a topic people tend to put 
off or ignore, but one of the 
most important things you 
can do is to develop a sound 
estate plan. Doing so lets you 
take a giant step toward a 
more secure future for your-
self and generations to come.
	 Attend a Preparing Your Es-
tate Plan presentation by Ed-
ward Jones and you’ll learn 
more about:
•	What to consider when cre-
ating your will
•	The benefits of trusts in es-
tate planning
•	How to help reduce taxes 
on your estate

Preparing your estate 
planning webinar

•	How insurance can help 
protect your family
 	 Speaker/presenter is Den-
nis Antonopoulos, Financial 
Advisor for Edward Jones of 
Auburn  and Attorney Bren-
da Rivard. The date and time 
are Wednesday – May 12, 6-7 
p.m. 
	 This Webinar is being held 
via Zoom. To register, please 
call Karen Rieser at 508-832-
5385 or email Karen.rieser@
edwardjones.com by May 11 
to receive Zoom link.
	 This a part of the monthly we-
binar series held on the second 
Wednesday of each month.
 

• Basement Remodels
• Additions • Decks
• Roofs • Windows
• Siding • Gutters

A+ Rating

Locally owned & family operated for over 35 years.

Wells Fargo Financing Available

0% INTEREST OPTIONSBUY NOW PAY LATER
R&S REMODELERS 508-943-1703

www.regiscontractors.com • regiscontractors@gmail.com
*Lead Safe EPA / RRP Certified *GAF Certified Roofing contractor *Residential & Commercial * Licensed in MA & CT

• Fully Insured • MA Lic#CS072324 • CT Lic. HIC#0564343

• 3-Season Rooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Handicap Accessible 
   Ramps
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Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

HEARING AIDS
Only the Best for Your Hearing!

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
                        Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation

and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

Providing hearing solutions to the community since 1981.

www.amplisound.com

Taking New Admissions

We can help... We care.

CHARLTON MANOR
REST HOME / ASSISTED LIVING

MICHAEL D. TURPIN, President

12 Town Farm Road, Charlton, MA
Tel. 508-248-5136 • Cell 978-314-2290

Fax 508-248-6445

Debra Fitts, Manager
DFitts.cmrh@gmail.com

www.charltonmanorresthome.com

Don’t overpay for false promises. We will provide the care 
your loved one deserves. We are the affordable choice. 

Call 
today!

Beautiful First Floor Room
Taking Applications

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

https://www.facebook.com/
events/271116777999439/

Selectmen
Candidates

Forum

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm • Closed Sunday

626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam, CT 06260

860-963-7815  
ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com

• Packing
• Shipping
• Packaging 
  Materials
• Fax, Copies & Printing
• Document Scanning
• Mailbox Rental
• Office Supplies

Shipping made easy!
Don’t forget Mother’s Day!
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Patty Cloutier and Cindy Johnson.

Rockdale Rug / Curtain Factory Outlet thrive 
on good old-fashioned customer service

Rockdale owner, Cindy Johnson, with staff: Kristi Secor 
and Sue Boudreau.

Curtain Factory Outlet owner, Patty Cloutier, with staff: Joan Nydam, Heather Dejordy, Kathy 
Oosterman, Penny Francisco, and Lynn Patton.

By Janet Stoica
When’s the last time you 
were greeted by name upon 
entering a retail store?  That 
happens with customers of 
the Rockdale Rug & Braid 
Outlet and The Curtain Fac-
tory Outlet in the Rockdale 
section of Northbridge.
	 You’ll be greeted by the 
most customer-friendly and 
service-oriented staffs in 
the area. These two comple-
mentary outlets are a true 
throwback to the days when 
a smile and great customer 
service ruled the retail 
trade.
	 Ten years ago, sisters Cin-
dy Johnson and Patty Clout-
ier learned that The Curtain 
Factory Outlet was about to 
close its doors. 
	 Patty already ran a suc-
cessful business in the same 
building, Bay State Floor 
Company. She and Cindy 
had been in retail for most 
of their working lives and 
they felt that the well-known 
curtain outlet would be a 
natural progression and 
extension of the soft goods 
business. The sisters real-
ized that local jobs could be 
saved as well.  
	 In 1974, when the curtain 
factory first opened on the 
ground floor, all its curtains 
were handmade in the fac-
tory above the retail store. 
Times changed, the factory 
closed, and the product line 
was sourced elsewhere. 
	 In 2011, with the impend-
ing demise of the well-known 
New England fixture, Patty 
Cloutier and Cindy Johnson 
saw the future and ran with 
it. Cindy also bough half of 
Patty’s flooring business 
and opened Rockdale Rug & 
Braid Outlet. 
	 Cindy knows her inven-
tory and her customers. 
“Our customers have been 
indoors for a long time,” she 
said. “They’ve spent many 
hours checking out their 
current furnishings and 
have decided it’s time for 
some serious refreshing.” 
	 Braided rugs are the best 

sellers here. “We purchase 
the majority of our rugs 
from a family-run company 
in Rhode Island. Our jute 
rugs are made in India in the 
style our customers want. 
They are low pile and thin 
which makes them less of 
a tripping hazard and their 
weave is tight so pets cannot 
pull up threads very easily,” 
said Cindy. She also noted 
that some of their newer in-
door/outdoor rectangular 
rugs are made from recycled 
water bottles, making them 
easy to clean by hosing 
them down outdoors. Very 
eco-friendly!
	 Braided rugs have always 
been popular in New Eng-
land. They are fashionable 
and versatile and come in a 
variety of shapes and sizes.  
The rectangle shapes must 
be seen to be truly appreci-
ated. Sizes for the braided 
rugs run from 2’ x 3’ up to 10’ 
x 13.’  Shapes include ovals, 
rounds, runners, and rect-
angles. The jute fiber rugs’ 
sizes include 20” x 30” to 8’ x 
10.’  Braided rug fiber choic-
es vary from wool to nylon 
to polypropylene with looks 
that include traditional, tran-
sitional, and modern. Stair 
runners are available in any 
length and can be matched 
to area rugs for complete re-
decorating harmony. 
	 Oriental rugs are also part 
of their inventory. Many 
other products to complete 
a stylish makeover can be 
seen here, as well such 
as fascinating plug-in can-
vas wall art depicting cozy 
homes with their evening 
windows lit and even an-
tique trucks with their head-
lights aglow sitting quietly in 
a barn’s front yard. 
	 “There’s a little bit of ev-
erything for everybody’s 
taste,” says Cindy. “We have 
little rugs and mats for pet 
owners with the cutest of 
sayings on them, table rugs, 
braided trivets, night lights, 
and braided baskets. Faux 
animal-hide printed rugs are 

popular right now; we have 
some very unusual designs. 
With Mother’s Day coming 
up we’ve brought in some 
special towels and candles 
with beautiful designs and 
expressions.
	 “In these times where lots 
of companies have gone 
out of business, I’m so very 
thankful that we are doing 
as well as we are,” she says. 
“We have a nice group of 
employees here who enjoy 
helping all our customers. 
And my husband, Alan, has 
just been great. He’s done 
a lot of work here to make 
the store look as good as 
it does. I’ve driven out to 
elderly customer’s homes, 
who can’t get out, to make 
deliveries to them. It’s just 
old-fashioned customer ser-
vice. We want people to feel 
comfortable and happy that 
they’re being helped.”
	 Patty manages The Cur-
tain Factory Outlet. “It’s 
groups of ladies that I see 
here most often,” she says. 
“It’s like a family outing and 
we love to see them. They 
give each other decorating 
ideas and advice as they 
shop the aisles. With our on-
line ordering we do sell all 
over New England and ship 
throughout the country.” 
And, like her sister states, 
Patty is strongly focused on 
customer service. “We also 
emphasize that the majority 
of our products are made in 
the USA,” says Patty, “and 
we proudly feature this in 
our advertising.”
	 A large part of the store’s 
business during COVID has 
been online. The Outlet spe-
cializes in custom window 
treatments: shades, vertical 
blinds, and wooden shutters. 
Their custom blinds are the 
Graber brand, and they will 
custom-fit to order.  Patty 
recently measured for over 
100 units of custom blinds 
for a newly-constructed 
building in Worcester. Esti-
mates are always no-charge. 
In addition to curtain valanc-

es, tiers, and panels, the Out-
let has shower curtains and 
draperies on display, along 
with a full range of hardware 
and custom accessories. 
There are over 450 displays 
of curtains in the store along 
with a craft department that 
includes country crafts, 
home décor, and floral ar-
rangements. 
	 They accept all major 
credit cards and have a gen-
erous return policy.
	 “Customer service is our 
Number One priority,” says 
Patty.
	 With a large product se-
lection, the shop draws cus-
tomers from all of Worcester 
County and Rhode Island 
as well as from the Natick/
Framingham area. 
	 Rockdale Rug & Braid Out-
let, The Curtain Factory Out-
let are at 8-10 Sutton Street, 
Northbridge, Rockdale Rug 
phone: (508) 234-2882; Cur-
tain Factory phone: (508) 
234-2944. Hours: Wed-Sat 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. 
www.rockdalerugandbraid.
com   FB: www.facebook.
com/rockdalerug    
www.curtainfactoryoutlet.
com   FB:  www.facebook.
com/curtainfactory         
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508-248-1188
SAME DAY SERVICE

Hours: Mon. 9-6; Tues. 10-6; Wed. 10-5; Thurs. 10-7:00; Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9-2

R.D.O. PETER MALY
DR. RENEE GOMEZ

109-6 Masonic Home Rd., 
Charlton, MA 01507

www.charltonoptical.com

Buy One Complete Pair of Eyeglasses get 2nd 

 

*Higher Price Prevails. 
Expires 5/31/21

* Eye Glasses  *  Eye Exams  *  Contacts

CHARLTON 
OPTICAL

ONLY FULL 
SERVICE LAB 
IN THE AREA

Complete Pair

1/2 Price* 
                         or $40 off

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA  
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org 

(978) 562-9182

“An absolute must see  
for history lovers!”- Google Review

Explore Over 20 Exhibits
Yankee Express 

Readers Save 25% 
On Admissions!

https://ahmus.me/yankee

Scan QR 
or visit  
URL.

Good  
Until 

April 30th.

American Legion Post 184
9 Houghton St., Webster 

• 508-943-9039 •
HALL RENTALS

Captain RonCaptain Ron
Is now at The American Legion Post 184

Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 3-7pm • Fri.-Sat. Noon-7pm

WITHWITH
ANAN

EXPANDEDEXPANDED
MENUMENU

Catering Catering 
AvailableAvailable

At the American Legion for your 
special event or Capt. Ron does 
outside catering for all events.

Eat in or Take out. You can call your order in - 508-943-9039

Check out the menu on page 17.

The Pearle L. Crawford 
(Dudley) Library, 40 Scho-
field Avenue, Dudley, invites 
all to join them at their vir-
tual progrms at the Pearle.  
To register go to www.craw-
fordlibrary.org or call 508-
949-8021.
	 Storytime on Facebook 
Live, Wednesdays at noon. 
Join Miss Lida for a live sto-
rytime on Facebook, every 
Wednesday at noon, and 
then stop by the library for 
a free take-and-make craft 
kit. No Facebook account is 
needed for this free program.  
Just point your browser to 
https://www.facebook.com/
crawfordlibrary to access 
the video.  Can’t tune in at 
noon?  Recordings of each 
week’s storytime are avail-
able on the Facebook page 
beginning Wednesday after-
noon.
	 Music and movement, 
first Friday of every month 
at 11 a.m. Join Deb Hudgins 
on Facebook for Music and 
Movement, one of our most 
popular programs. Nothing 
gets kids on their feet and 
having fun quite like songs, 
dance and silly stories, and 
Miss Deb has been. No Face-
book account is needed for 
this free program.  Just point 
your browser to https://
www.facebook.com/craw-
fordlibrary to access the 
video.  
	 Seed exchange through-
out the month of April. Have 

leftover tomato seeds you 
don’t know what to do with? 
Want to try growing flowers? 
Changed your mind about 
that kind of squash? The 
Pearle is hosting a seed ex-
change during the month of 
April – take some seeds to 
try, leave the seeds you don’t 
need, and get gardening, just 
in time for Earth Day. Ex-
change boxes will be placed 
in the library and all are wel-
come to contribute flower or 
vegetable seeds or take some 
seeds for growing in your 
own garden.
	 Make a mini garden, Friday, 
April 23 (multiple sessions for 
tweens, teens, and adults). A 
terrarium is like an aquarium, 
but for plants instead of fish. 
It is made in just about any 
glass container. It is planted to 
look like a miniature garden 
or forest enclosed in its own 
little world. You can easily 
make a beautiful terrarium 
yourself.  Please bring your 
own glass container.  We will 
have some to choose from as 
well.
	 This activity will take place 
outside in the side parking 
lot.  We will be roping off a 
safe area.  We will have tables 
set up 6 ft. apart and only five 
children per session.   We 
will be disinfecting between 
sessions. Free; registration is 
required.  Sponsored by the 
Hugh W. and Harriet K. Craw-
ford Endowment.

	 A celebration of women 
composers, Thursday, May 
6 6-7:30 p.m. Historian Jef-
frey Engel will highlight the 
lives and the music of sev-
eral distinguished female 
composers/concert pianists 
who attained recognition 
and success during the nine-
teenth century in this Zoom 
program. There have always 
been women composers. 
As far back as the seventh 
century BC, Sappho, the 
Greek lyric poetess, played 
her own accompaniments 
on the barbiton and the pe-
ktis. Throughout the twelfth 
century there were female 
troubadours and during the 
sixteenth, madrigal com-
posers. Francesca Caccini 
(1587-1638) is thought to be 
the first woman to write an 
opera and Elisabeth-Claude 
Jacquet de la Guerre (1663-
1729), the author of an early 
ballet. It is not until the end 
of the nineteenth century, 
however, that significantly 
more women begin to enjoy 
public performances of their 
music and become profes-
sional composers. Perhaps 
you’ve heard of Teresa Car-
reno, Sophie Menter and 
Clara Schumann? Free; reg-
istration is required.  Partici-
pants will receive a link to 
the Zoom meeting 24 hours 
before the event.  Sponsored 
by the Hugh W. and Harriet 
K. Crawford Endowment.
 

Programs and events at the Pearle
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WITH OUR GIFT CARD GIVE-A-WAYS!

Explore our new website TheYankeeXpress.com  
and enter to win a $100 gift card to either

85 Worcester St., North Grafton

or

One entry per day/per person. Contest open April 9 - May 6, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on May 7.

TheYankeeXpress.com

568 Main St., Hudson

NEW CONTESTS ANNOUNCED EVERY TWO WEEKS!

or

One entry per day/per person. Contest open April 23 - May 20, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on May 21.

218 Worcester St., Grafton 503 Washington St., Auburn

SCAN HERE 
TO ENTER!

Congratulations  
to our first  

two winners!
Russ Youmans is the 

lucky winner of a 
$100 Gift Card to  

Del Ray Doc’s, and 
Gary Giro receives 
the $100 Gift Card 
to Uncle Ronnie’s 

Restaurant &  
Red Tavern.

Thank you to all  
who entered!
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Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-Noon
 Evenings by Appointment 

DUMAS
Decorating Center

                 CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • WALLPAPER • PAINT

REUPHOLSTER IT!
Call Dave 

Today!

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT

860-923-9619

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!

TOW IT - DRIVE IT - DRAG ITTOW IT - DRIVE IT - DRAG IT
WE WANT YOUR VEHICLEWE WANT YOUR VEHICLE

WANTS WANTS 
YOURYOUR

Cash Money For Your Scrap Cash Money For Your Scrap 

SCRAP METALSSCRAP METALS

WCAC Head Start now enrolling; openings available 
for early education and care for birth to age five
SOUTHBRIDGE/WEBSTER - 
Worcester Community Action 
Council’s Head Start program 
is actively recruiting with en-
rollment now available for fall 
2021 for children birth to age 
five. The center based pre-
school program for ages 3-5 is 
available in Southbridge and 
Webster, while a home based 
program serves expectant 
mothers and children from 
birth to age three.
 	 Head Start offers a dynamic 
program to get young children 
ready for kindergarten, with 
a strong focus on language, 
literacy, social and emotion-
al development. Breakfast, 
lunch and a healthy snack are 
served daily, with both full-

day and half-day, year-round 
and school-year classrooms 
available. WCAC operates a 
total of ten classrooms - six 
located at 25 Cole Avenue in 
Southbridge and four at 116 
School Street in Webster. All 
classrooms are nationally ac-
credited by the National As-
sociation for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC), 
with services provided at no 
charge to families meeting 
income-eligible guidelines. 
	 The Early Head Start pro-
gram provides comprehen-
sive services within a family’s 
home with developmentally 
appropriate activities, weekly 
home visits and group social-
izations to ensure a baby is 
achieving milestones. With a 
focus on involving the parent 
or the primary care giver in 
the education of their child, 
weekly home visits provide 
the opportunity for parenting 
support, education as well as 
community referrals. Early 
Intervention services are pro-
vided when needed.
 	 WCAC Executive Director 
Marybeth Campbell noted 
that the agency has been op-
erating Head Start programs 
in southern Worcester Coun-
ty for more than a quarter of 
a century. “WCAC has a long 
history of providing high qual-
ity education and care for 
children and families. While 
many aspects of life remain 
uncertain due to the ongoing 

pandemic, we 
want the commu-
nity - particularly 
families with age-
eligible children 
- to know that 
we stand ready 
to continue to 
provide a dy-
namic curricu-
lum wrapped in 
supportive and 
caring services, 
in a safe and nur-
turing environ-
ment,” Campbell 
said. 
 	 WCAC Head 
Start Co-Director 
Kathleen Dow said, “WCAC 
Head Start and Early Head 
Start is a unique comprehen-
sive, all-inclusive early educa-
tion and care program, which 
offers meals, health and devel-
opmental screenings, referrals 
for special education services 
and family support from pre-
natal to Kindergarten. We 
support families to reach for 
their own individual goals and 
achieve success.”
 	 WCAC’s early education 
and care programs are pres-
ently operating at a reduced 
capacity for social distanc-
ing purposes and in adher-
ence to all public health and 
safety guidelines. Forced to 
close in March 2020 when 
the COVID19 pandemic first 
struck, WCAC’s classrooms 
reopened in June and have 

been serving approximately 
100 children ever since. De-
pendent upon the state’s 
ever changing Early Educa-
tion and Care guidelines, 
WCAC hopes to return closer 
to its licensed capacity of 203 
come fall.
 	 WCAC’s program open-
ings are available for income 
eligible families residing in 
Brookfield, Charlton, Doug-
las, Dudley, E. Brookfield, 
Leicester Millbury, Oxford, 
Spencer, Southbridge, Stur-
bridge, Warren, and Web-
ster. WCAC’s early educa-
tion and care programs are 
licensed by the Massachu-
setts Department of Early 
Education and Care and ac-
credited by the National As-
sociation for the Education 
of Young Children.  

Webster Little League would like to thank Webster First 
Federal Credit Union for their recent donation of an 
unprecedented $4000, the largest single donation in our 
league’s 50+ year history. For many of those years Web-
ster First has been one of our annual “team sponsors,” 
which consists of a $250 donation. Due to the lost income 
from a shortened and modified 2020 season, some off-sea-
son damages that occurred at our fields and some much 
needed updates, we have begun to offer additional spon-
sorship opportunities. 
	 We are offering outfield banners for $350, dugout spon-
sorships for $700 and special project sponsorships such 
as clubhouse improvements starting at $1000. 
	 Several businesses have “stepped to the plate” and 
helped out but Webster First clearly went above and be-
yond. Information about our league and additional spon-
sorship opportunities can be found at WebsterLittleLea-
gue.com as well as a complete list of our sponsors whom 
we rely on to keep the kids of Webster playing baseball in 
a fun, competitive and low cost program. 
	 Along with our biggest sponsor this year, Webster First 
Federal Credit Union, we would also like to take this op-
portunity to thank additional project sponsors Donovan 
Logistics, Barry Equipment and Rampco; and field 
sponsors TD Bank, Nipmuc/Ted’s Package, Lakeside 
Masonry & Remodeling and East Coast Metal Roofing.
Thank you for your time.

WLL Board of Directors

WLL thanks to sponsors

HEAD START
Birth to age 5

NOW ENROLLING 

For more information call:
508 765.4738

www.WCAC.net/Head-Start
WCAC Head Start and Early Head Start do not discriminate in their hiring and personnel

procedures  against any applicant, employee or potential/participating client based on religion,
race, reed, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.

Program Openings available for income eligible families
residing in Brookfield, Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, East

Brookfield, Leicester, Millbury, Oxford, Spencer, 
Southbridge, Sturbridge, Warren, Webster

 
 

CENTER BASED PRESCHOOL FOR AGES 3-5
IN SOUTHBRIDGE & WEBSTER

 
HOME BASED PROGRAM FOR EXPECTANT

MOTHERS THRU AGE 3
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AHM brings story of armor, 
tanks, war and history to life
By Rod Lee
Proud as members of the 
Collings Foundation family are 
about the impressive array 
of tanks, armor and military 
apparatus that has been as-
sembled at the American Heri-
tage Museum in Stow, the real 
satisfaction for them comes in 
knowing the people and the 
history behind the exhibits 
and the stories of battles from 
the Revolutionary War to the 
present day.
  Jacques M. Littlefield is one 
of those individuals whose 
name will be permanently as-
sociated with the American 
Heritage Museum.
	 As Hunter Chaney, who is 
director of marketing for the 
AHM, explained on March 
24, while giving a visitor a 
guided tour of the more than 
65,000-square-foot building, 
the Museum came into being 
only after the Collings Founda-
tion was selected to receive 
“The Jacques M. Littlefield 
Collection” in 2013.
	 Mr. Littlefield, from the San 
Jose area of California, had 
“amassed the largest privately 
held collection of tanks and 
military equipment” in exis-
tence, Mr. Chaney said. He 
died of pancreatic cancer in 
2009. “In 2013, his foundation 
and family chose us to get the 
collection, which consisted of 
two hundred forty tanks and 
armored vehicles. Duplicates 
and extras were auctioned 
off. We received the rest. The 
proceeds from the sale went 
toward funding this museum.”
	 The American Heritage 
Museum sits at the terminus 
of a long and winding road 
off Main St. (MA 62) on the 
Hudson/Stow town line, in a 
pastoral setting that seems in-
congruous with such displays 
as the “WWI Trench Experi-
ence,” “Clash of Steel” and 
“War on Terror.” Mr. Chaney 
said the museum began as 
“living history events, ice skat-
ing festivals, sleigh rides and 

classic car rallies” but is now 
“actually three museums” 
with a hangar and a classic 
car barn—and there is “a 2200-
foot airstrip in back.”
	 The Collings Foundation 
was started in 1979 by Bob 
and Caroline Collings, who 
still live “on the other end of 
the property,” Mr. Chaney 
said. Their son, Rob, is now 
executive director of the 
Foundation.
	 As the Collings family notes 
in a brochure, the AHM was 
designed “to fully engage peo-
ple in understanding our tur-
bulent past. In this remarkable 
place, American history will 
be explored, studied and, most 
of all, remembered. Through 
educational interpretation and 
a chronologically arranged se-
ries of dioramas and exhibits, 
the AHM brings the history of 
our veterans to life.”
	 Unfortunately, Nathan Hall, 
driver of the M1A1 Abrams 
“White 2” tank in Iraq, is, like 
Mr. Littlefield, no longer with 
us. Mr. Hall died from a blood 
clot during his battle with 
leukemia on March 2. But be-
fore his passing Mr. Hall was 
able to see the restored M1A1 
again, on the floor of the 
AHM—and to lend a poignant 
element to that moment.
	 The tank was on patrol 
near Falluja on August 3, 
2006, when an IED blew up. 
Shrapnel damaged the tank 
and killed its highly respected 

commander, Sgt. George Ulloa 
Jr. The American Heritage 
Museum received the Abrams 
tank on a long-term loan from 
the Marine Corps Museum, 
tracked down the surviving 
crew and invited the crew 
and Sgt. Ulloa’s widow Maria 
Ulloa to Stow, where a heart-
wrenching video of their or-
deal was recorded in front of 
the Abrams.
	 It was during this visit that 
Nathan Hall mentioned to Bob 
Collings that “something was 
missing.” When he and his 
crew were assigned to the tank, 
he pointed out, he christened it 
with the name ”SPAWN” on the 
barrel with colored pens. In a 
Facebook post announcing Na-
than Hall’s death, the AHM said 
Mr. Collings responded “you 
put it on the first time, there is 
no one more qualified to put it 
on again!”
	 Returning two weeks later 
with his wife and young daugh-
ter, Nathan stayed late into the 
night and with Rob Collings 
looking on, he recreated the 
artwork with Sharpies.
	 Both Nathan and Nick Johns 
(“White 2” loader) came to the 
grand opening of the museum 
in May of 2019. “Nathan was 
so excited that he could not 
sleep,” the AHM said on Face-
book. “He told us the flight was 
delayed and he was crawling 
out of his skin just to get here…
such a change from the tough 
Marine who was full of pain 

and tears on his first visit. 
Other veterans have told us of 
the therapeutic nature of the 
AHM, but it has never been so 
apparent to us as with Nathan. 
Unfortunately, that was the last 
visit Nathan had to the AHM as 
[his] health struggles started 
shortly after that.”
	 Mr. Chaney said a memorial 
for Nathan Hall will be held in 
August “with family and crew” 
present.
	 Its activities curtailed by 
the pandemic, the American 
Heritage Museum is “chafing at 
the bit” to return to its regular 
programming, which involves 
a host of events for adults and 
children alike. Recently, for in-

stance, the museum sponsored 
“the Ultimate WWII Tank Driv-
ing Experience,” a sweepstakes 
fundraiser with the winner and 
a guest drawn on March 31. The 
prize: a chance to drive “the 
M24 Chaffee, M4 Sherman and 
ultra-rare M26 Pershing.” The 
goal of the campaign was to 
raise $100,000. “We’re at $97,000 
and hoping to break $100,000,” 
Mr. Chaney said.
	 “Like all museums, the rev-
enue faucet has shut off so this 
is a great way to raise money,” 
he said.
	 A walkthrough of the muse-
um is truly mesmerizing with 
film and sound effects provid-
ed by Boston Productions Inc. 

Theater 2, the WWI Trench Ex-
perience, for example, features 
sleeping quarters, bombs, vi-
brations, flashes, barbed wire, 
pickaxes and helmets. It is an 
interactive experience.
	 “This museum as a whole is 
unique on a global scale,” Mr. 
Chaney said. “Some of the 
artifacts are all that are left in 
the world.”
	 The American Heritage Mu-
seum is open Wednesday-Sun-
day. For more information, go 
to AmericanHeritageMuseum.
org or call 978-562-9182.
----------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

 

The display that greets visitors when they arrive at the American Heritage Museum in Stow.

244 Main St.,Webster, MA
508-943-0637

Family Hair Care Center

from Sharon & Jeannefrom Sharon & Jeanne

Gift Certificates
Available

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, 

Personal Care, Case Management, 
Recreation, Nutrition 

and Transportation Services.

Homey, Fun, Secure, Safe, Clean

CDC/MA  COVID-19 Compliant

Ultraviolet Air Cleaning System

CURRENT HOURS 
Monday to Saturday 7am-7pm  

Sunday 8am-6pm

65 James Street • Worcester, MA 01603   (774) 530-6966

Milk, Eggs, Bread, Snacks, ATM, Lottery, Cigarettes, 
Tobacco, Cigars and Smoking Accessories.

We Have tHe CHeapest 
Cigarettes in town!! 

Under New 
Management

312 Millbury Ave. 
Millbury, MA 01527
www.careonemillbury.com 

508.793.0088

Insist on 
exceptional.

Post-Acute Rehab  •  Long-Term Care  •  Orthopedic Rehab
Wound Care  •  Pulmonary Care  •  Cardiac & Stroke Recovery

1085292
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OPEN 
7 DAYS

65 James St.65 James St.
Worcester, MA 01603Worcester, MA 01603

(508) 796-5613(508) 796-5613

MotherMother’’s and Fathers and Father’’s Days Day
For the months of May and JuneFor the months of May and June

1010%%
OFFOFF

Your purchase with this ad
Expires 6/30/21

Specia
l

Specia
l

Classes available through Auburn Recreation and Culture

We’re Wide 
Open
Green by day, dark by night!
Come explore our wide open spaces 
and historic New England downtowns & villages
Visit TheLastGreenValley.org 
or call 860-774-3300

National Heritage Corridor

AUBURN -  The Recreation 
and Culture program has put 
together three classes that are 
available this spring.
Pop Pilates
Pop Pilates is a 55 minute Pi-
lates inspired class that goes 
along to the beat of the mu-
sic also known as a dance 
on the mat. Using only your 
body weight you will work 
your core, upper body, lower 
body, cardio and stretching 

for flexibility. All movements 
have modifications, which 
makes this class inclusive to 
all fitness levels. The class 
is ongoing now on Mondays 
and Thursdays outside at Dr. 
Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas 
Recreation Complex at Riley 
performance pavilion at 5:30 
p.m. The cost is $8 drop in, 
checks, payable to Town of 
Auburn. Please bring a mat 
and water. Pre-registration 

is required and payment 
info contact kpappas@town.
auburn.ma.us,  508-832-7736 
or 508-755-3291.
Yoga
Yoga weekday mornings star-
ting April 27, Tuesdays and 
Fridays 9:30– 10:30 a.m. at 
the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha 
Pappas Recreation Complex, 
203.5 Pakachoag Street. Five 
weeks, two classes a week 
$50 or drop in $8, pre registra-

tion required. Please email or 
call Kpappas@town.auburn.
ma.us, 508-755-3291.
	 Lesley Davis has been a cer-
tified yoga instructor for over 
six years and has been practi-
cing for the past 15. She most 
recently taught at Auburn Yoga 
and Pilates and currently tea-
ches at Whitinsville Communi-
ty Center. Class will be suitable 
for all levels, whether you are 
new to yoga or have been prac-
ticing for a while. Bring a mat 
and some water, and a desire to 
move. 
Zumba
Auburn Recreation and Culture 
is excited to offer Zumba which 
started on April 7, held on Wed-
nesdays, 5:30– 6:30 p.m. at 

the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha 
Pappas Recreation Complex, 
203.5 Pakachoag Street.
Drop in $8, pre registration 
required. Please email or call 
Kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us 
/508-755-3291.
	 Instructor is Amy LeClaire. 
Amy has been teaching Zum-
ba for the town of Auburn 
(Impact Fitness and Auburn 
Recreation Department) sin-
ce 2018. Her classes boast 
a range of ages and fitness 
levels, and are marked by 
numerous years of dance ex-
perience (Sally McDermott 
Dance Studios of Auburn), 
innovative fitness routines, 
and extensive education. She 
holds a Masters of Education 

in Creative Arts from Lesley 
University, where she speci-
alized in choreography and 
Creative Movement. Whether 
trying Amy’s Zumba class as 
a first-timer or working out as 
a veteran student; members 
typically leave class feeling 
energized, fit, and successful. 
Amy also works as a professi-
onal writer for the Yankee 
Xpress / Blackstone Valley 
Xpress publications, where 
she authors the widely read 
dog column, Living with Lin-
coln, along with promotional 
and human-interest stories. 
Amy has her BS in Ed -Ele-
mentary Education MS in Ed 
– Curriculum and Instruction: 
Creative Arts in Learning.
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WHITCOPRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons

MATTRESS
SALE!

TWIN: Reg. $299

NOW $17999

FULL: Reg. $499

NOW $25999

QUEEN: Reg. $599

NOW $28999

Mon.Fri. 10-8; Sat. 9-8; Sun. 10-7

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9343

DON’T BUY TILL YOU SEE USDON’T BUY TILL YOU SEE US
Over 1,000 ACs in stockOver 1,000 ACs in stock

1000s OF APPLIANCES
IN STOCK FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY

DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $39999

$34999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $79999

$69999

DELUXE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $49999

$44999

5 CU FT
CHEST FREEZER

$19999

7 CU FT
CHEST FREEZER

$22999

GE COMBO
WASHER & DRYER

Reg. $159999

$129999

FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR 
ELECTRIC RANGE

Reg. $49999

$44999

KITCHENAID
DISHWASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

MAYTAG
TOP WASHER

Reg. $69999

$64999

GE STAINLESS
SMOOTH TOP STOVE

Reg. $64999

$59999

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $169999

$109999

DELUXE ELECTRIC
DRYER

Reg. $49999

$44999

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $21899

$18899

GE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $84999

$69999

TV SALE
75” LG Reg. $999.99 $849.99
55” TV Reg. $399.99 $369.99
65” LG Reg. $699.99 $549.99
43” LG Reg. $399.99 $339.99
32” Smart TV Reg. $169.99 $139.99
50” LG Reg. $799.99 $349.99
86” LG Reg. $1999.99 $1799.99

KAYAKS
IN STOCK

20 CU. FT.
UPRIGHT 
FREEZER

$89999

GRILL GRILL 
SALESALE

OVER 1,500 BICYCLES IN STOCK

Community yard sale - 
spaces available 
AUBURN— Spring cleaning?  Don’t throw that good “stuff” away. 
Recycle it by selling it to someone who needs it.  Do you have 
an accumulation of things that are too good to throw away but 
you no longer need?  Don’t have enough to hold your own yard 
sale?  Join us on the lawn of the First Congregational Church, 
Saturday, June 12, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., for our annual Community 
Yard Sale/Plant Sale.  This is a rain or shine event. 
   After having to cancel the 2020 yard sale we are excited to 
say we are back for this year. Because we have all been so 
restricted in what we could do this past year we anticipate 
even more people setting up to sell their “treasures” as well as 
a larger turnout of people looking for that special bargain or 
those out to get a feel for a return of normalcy.  Masks will be 
required and all COVID guidelines will be enforced. 
  We also will be having our Plant Sale. There will be a large 
selection of  annuals and perennials. Those who have been 
buying plants from us return year after year and see how each 
year we have more and more to offer.  This year should be 
no different.   
   Spaces are available for a $25.00 fee; a limited number of 
tables may be rented for $5.00 each.  We’ll do all the advertis-
ing, both print and digital, and will post plenty of signs the day 
of the event at key locations in town. Depending on the COVID 
restrictions in place at the time we hope to have coffee and 
pastries, and hot dogs and soda available for sale.  
   Due to our central location and previous yard sales (26), 
we expect a large turnout.  Don’t delay, reserve your space 
now by calling Cindy Dube at 508-832-6646, please leave mes-
sage, or the church office at 508-832-2845.  You may also text 
774-238-0260. 

-- Cindy Dube

Accord Adult Day Center provides 
welcome relief to family caregivers
By Janet Stoica
Taking care of our families is 
paramount to so many of us. 
Taking care of our children 
is the first priority, but when 
our parents require care and 
socialization there is no better 
place to choose than a facility 
like Accord Adult Day Center 
in Webster.
	 If you have ever been in a 
position where an adult family 
member requires your full-
time attention, you quickly 
realize that you alone cannot 
provide all that is needed for 
their physical, emotional, and 
mental well-being.
	 I write from personal expe-
rience.  My dear mother en-
tered her older life’s circum-
stances requiring more care 
than I could possibly provide 
for her. The energy required 
from a caregiver to provide 
that extra level of support is 
so very draining, mentally 
and physically. But with the 
guidance and assistance of 
an adult day health service 
provider, she received a full 
day’s worth of socialization 
and activity. It was as if a huge 
weight had been lifted from 
my shoulders. 
	 Accord Adult Day Center 
is open Monday – Saturday 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. to provide 
the most essential services 
for a loved one’s care.  It’s a 
true respite for both the adult 
who requires care and the 
caregiver.  Transportation for 
Accord’s adults is provided 

roundtrip if necessary. Activi-
ties and sustenance are part 
of their daily schedule.
	 According to Joe Rizzo, 
owner and executive director 
of Accord, “We’re here to as-
sist our families and our par-
ticipants, striving to provide a 
good quality of life to the com-
munities we serve. Our par-
ticipants come from Auburn, 
Charlton, Douglas, Dudley, 
Northbridge, Oxford, South-
bridge, Sturbridge, Spencer, 
Sutton, Uxbridge, and Web-
ster, well as Thompson and 
Putnam in Connecticut. Typi-
cal costs at Accord average 
about $10/hour versus the 
$30/hour charged by home 
care organizations.”
	 “Families know that we 
keep their members safe and 
the socialization component 
is a huge part of what we of-
fer. Sitting at home watching 
TV is not socialization,” said 
Mr. Rizzo. “We provide group 
interaction, utilizing gross mo-
tor and cognitive activities. 
Our clients have told us this is 
a club-like atmosphere where 
they feel a sense of belonging 
and camaraderie. They come 
here to make friends and to 
have their needs addressed 
with dignity and privacy.” 
	 Accord’s staff consists of 
nurses, certified nursing assis-
tants, social workers, and ac-
tivity personnel. They follow 
all COVID guidelines, such 
as 6-foot distancing, mask re-

quirements, and adherence to 
strict cleaning and sanitation 
standards. Accord also re-
cently installed a total build-
ing UV air purification system 
to improve air quality.
	 Transportation vans are 
equipped with HEPA air 
filtration systems and pas-
sengers are safely separat-
ed during their trips from 
home to Webster and back. 
One hundred percent of the 
staff have received their CO-
VID vaccinations and 90% of 
their clients have received at 
least one of their COVID vac-
cinations. 
	 “We work to address every-
one’s needs,” stated Mr. Rizzo. 
“Our goal is to expand our ser-
vices to meet the needs of the 
communities we serve. We’ve 
provided remote services 
during the COVID pandemic 
which were designed to check 
in on participants ensuring 
that food, care, and support 
systems were available in the 
home along with remote ac-
tivities, but we realized that 
our clients preferred group 
settings. Our clients are look-
ing forward to outdoor garden 
activities as well as sitting out 
in the pavilion. It’ll be great to 
re-engage people and get back 
to our previous routines.”  
	 Accord is a locked and se-
cure facility, adding to a fam-
ily’s peace-of-mind once their 
relative becomes an Accord 
client.  Participants are pro-
vided light breakfasts consist-
ing of cereal, toast, fruit, juic-
es, and tea or coffee; snacks 
of parfaits, yogurts, cheeses, 
and crackers; and lunches 
that include an entrée, vegeta-
bles, dessert, and beverages. 
The menus adhere to USDA 
Food Program Guidelines, are 
nutritious, and cater to spe-
cific nutritional needs. 
	 “We have to be flexible 
and adjust to our commu-
nity’s needs,” said Mr. Rizzo. 
“There were about 25 facilities 
like ours across Massachu-

setts that closed during CO-
VID and won’t be re-opening. 
We accept most third-party in-
surances like MassHealth, Fal-
lon Navicare, Commonwealth 
Care Alliance, Tri-Valley, 
Tufts, United Health, as well 
as Connecticut Community 
and Senior Resources Care. 
Our nurses and social work-
ers will assess and develop 
an individualized care plan to 
address their needs. Everyone 
has different situations and 
health care needs. We will as-
sist and provide direction and 
information.
	 “Having a family member 
remain in their home and in 
their community is very im-
portant. We advise many fam-
ilies not to wait until it’s too 

late to have their parent, aunt, 
uncle, or other elderly family 
member join our program. 
We’re here to help guide you 
in the right direction. We 
have so many participants 
who truly look forward to 
coming here. They seek out 
their new friends and look 
forward to the activities. It’s 
very heartwarming to see the 
friendships that have devel-
oped. This certainly wouldn’t 
happen if they were home by 
themselves.”
	 Joe Rizzo is also president 
of the Massachusetts Adult 
Day Health Services Asso-
ciation (“MADSA”), which 
represents 120 adult day pro-
grams, their participants, and 
caregivers. He holds an MBA 

as well as a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Health Care Administra-
tion and is a licensed nursing 
home administrator.
	 “Accord means agreement,” 
said Mr. Rizzo, “a partnership 
between our families and our 
organization. Our objective is 
to provide a comfortable and 
safe place for your loved one. 
We give the caregiver time to 
recharge their batteries. Car-
ing for a family member is 
draining, physically and men-
tally. We want to make life 
easier.” 
	 Accord Adult Day Center is 
at 10 Cudworth Road in Web-
ster. Phone: (508) 949-3598. 
Hours: 8-4 p.m., Mon-Sat.  
www.accorddaycenter.com   
Find them on Facebook. 

 

Daily exercise and a variety of activities to provide a good quality of life for participants.

Participants cheer on their friends in bowling.

Mother’s Day SpecialMother’s Day Special
Footwear for the Whole Family

$10 off
any purchase of $100 or more

Expires 5/31/21

Family Owned & Operated Since 1978

12 Lake Avenue, Worcester • 508-799-7278 • 1-800-470-6747
Mon-Fri 10am-6:30pm • Sat 9:30am-6pm  

www.sneakerama.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN CENTRAL MASS!
Join us every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. for our Fun Runs!

Our staff has more Marathon experience than any other store!

    FOR THE LONG RUN

TRAIL SPORTSTRAIL SPORTS

New 
expanded 

trail sports 
area

New Balance, Asics, Saucony, Nike, Merrell, Mizuno, Brooks, Hoka, On, Topu, Maybe, Keen, Timber-
land & ...to name a few!

New Balance, Asics, Saucony, Nike, Merrell, Mizuno, Brooks, Hoka, On, Topo, 
Keen, Timberland & Oofos...to name a few!
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St. Andrew Bobola 
Parish Yard Sale
On Saturday, April 24, St. An-
drew Bobola Parish, 54 West 
Main St., Dudley, will resume 
its annual spring yard sale 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
church’s rear parking lot.  
Household items, yard acces-
sories, seasonal decorations 
and much more, good ‘use-
able’ items: all available at 
bargain prices.  As you drive 
in the normal entry driveway 
to the church, please park in 
the designated area at the rear 
of the lot.  Then walk thru the 

Proudly Serving the
Community for
Over 40 Years

Soft Service Ice Cream

Frozen Yogurt

Premium Hard 
Ice Cream

Specializing in 
Fresh Fried Seafood

Have a Happy Mother’s Day!
Hours: Tuesday through Sunday 11am to 9pm

We accept most major credit cards

Rt. 31 Charlton Depot

For ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.comFor ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.com

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11 am-8 pm

Soft Serve Ice Cream

Make 
Mother’s Day 

Special!
Unique Cards & JewelryUnique Cards & Jewelry

Books, Bookmarks & JournalsBooks, Bookmarks & Journals
Handmade Soaps & CandlesHandmade Soaps & Candles

Ceramic Mugs,Ceramic Mugs,
 Coffee & Teas Coffee & Teas

72 East Main Street, Webster (near CAP Auto & The Flower Garden)
Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 • www.bookloversgourmet.com • 508-949-6232
Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

WWW.FRAMERSGALLERYMA.COM

• FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP • EXPERIENCED DESIGNERS 
• CUSTOM FRAMING • OUTSTANDING PRINT SELECTION

The Framer’s Gallery
567 Southbridge St., Rte. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-6111

Spring Has Sprung!

Lasting Gifts of Beautiful 
Art or Create a Keepsake

~
Ready-made frames & mats

FOR  ART 
LOVERS

Koinonia Summer Day Camp
Insist your camp be licensed!

License #168
Rt. 21, Thompson, CT • 860-928-6420
Serving Our Community for Over 48 Years!

www.koinoniafitness.com & on Facebook

Starts June 14th
Ending August 20th 
Limited enroLLment

KOINONIA WILL STRICTLY FOLLOW ALL 
COVID-19 OEC STATE GUIDELINES

Early Drop Off 7:15am / Late Pick-Up 5:45pm

AGES 4 & 5   $190 WEEKLY  •   AGES 6-12   $180 WEEKLY

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP
Ages 4-12  •  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  •  (Ratio 12 to 1)

277 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566277 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-3313 • www.publickhouse.com508-347-3313 • www.publickhouse.com

Publick House
Historic Inn & Country LodgeHistoric Inn & Country Lodge

1771

The Publick House is now open 
for your dining enjoyment.

Indoor and Outdoor seating available.

Open Wednesday thru Sunday for the start 
and will gradually increase to 7 days a week 

as the weather improves.

tables following the marked 
arrows on the pavement as 
indicated, keeping in a single 
file  as you proceed.  Masks 
must be worn and social dis-
tancing protocol must be fol-
lowed.  Once you have left 
the cash-out table, please pro-
ceed to exit in your car thru 
the normal exit driveway.  
(Rain date: Saturday, May 
1).    Thank you in advance 
for helping our little parish re-
bound.  May many blessings 
be bestowed upon you.

DJ’s SportscardsDJ’s Sportscards

5 Sutton Ave., 
Oxford, MA 01540

Next to RR Tracks
1-508-987-0012

e-mail: djscrds@aol.com
EBAY: DJSCRDS

Hours: Tues., Wed. 12-6 p.m.
Thurs.-Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat. 10-2 p.m.

Baseball • Football • Hockey
Basketball • MTG • Pokemon
Yu-Gi-Oh • Autos • Supplies

MOMS 
LIKE SPORT 

CARDS TOO!!
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Imported Ham ........................................ .$5.99/lb
Land o Lakes pre-sliced Am. cheese..........$5.99/lb
Roast Beef .............................................. .$8.99/lb
Oven Roasted Turkey ............................... .$8.99/lb

508-943-3303
31 Thompson Rd., Webster  

(in the New Nipmuc Plaza)

FRUIT & DELI

Open: Tues. thru Fri. 9-5;
 Sat. 9-4; Sun. 9-2, Closed Mondays

Delray Doc’sEBT 

• New Specials •$8.00 menu
Chicken Parm. Sub • Meatball Sub • Eggplant Parm. Sub

Lobster RollLobster Roll  
$$17179999

Boneless BBQ Ribs Sub $8.00Boneless BBQ Ribs Sub $8.00

CATERINGCATERING
Full Menu of Hot and Cold Foods

for Graduations, Showers, Weddings 
and all your Special Occasions!

BOOK YOUR COOKOUT HERE
We will come to you and  barbecue everything 

from burgers to a full pig roast!

Limited Hot Meals 
menu for the summer

11 a.m. to closing
Call for specials.

Starting Memorial Day 
Chicken or Beef Kabobs
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Plus all our regular menu

MAY & JUNE 
SANDWICH SPECIAL

Corned Beef or 
Pastrami Reuben$999

ACCEPTED 
NOW!

DELI 
HELP 

WANTED

JT’s is not only a unique 
and beautiful place to meet 

friends, our magnificent 
outdoor patio and the only 

outdoor bar in Putnam 
draws guests to dine 

alfresco with fireside tables. 
“For a restaurant to be truly 
incredible, great food must 
complement great service.”

•Patio Dining
•Outdoor Bar
•Farm to Fork 
 Cuisine
•Craft Cocktails
•Friendly service

Visit our Magnificent Patio and Only Outdoor Bar in Putnam!

We pride ourselves in serving
 the highest quality food by 
purchasing fresh, local produce 
and local farm-raised products. 
We utilize organic vegetables 
grown in JT’s very own garden.

35 Main Street, Putnam, CT • 860-928-5118

ValeValentinentine

SpeSpecialscials

www.montebiancorestaurant.online
Phone: 860-923-0202 Takeout

HOURS: Closed Mondays.  Tues., Wed., Thurs. 4-8pm; Fri., Sat. 4-9pm; Sun. 2-7pm

NEW 
Location 
Coming 
Soon!

Monte Bianco Ristorante

Happy Mother’s Day!
Fine Italian & International Cuisine

Take your Mom to Monte Bianco for the 
best meal of the year!

Go online to see our special menu
www.montebiancorestaurant.online

Mother’s day seatings: 12-2 p.m., 2-4 p.m., 4-6 p.m., 6-8 p.m.

1097 Thompson Rd., Thompson, CT

Mother’s Day
SUNDAY MAY 9, 2021 502 MAIN STREET 

theducksturbridge.com 
avellinorestaurant.com

12 CEDAR STREET 
cedarstreetgrille.com

TABLE 3 RESTAURANT GROUP

Show Mom you recognize all she does throughout the year 
by celebrating Mother’s Day at her favorite Table 3 restaurant. 

We have prepared Mother’s Day menus that are sure to make Mom feel special.

Cedar Street Grille,  
T he Duck & Avellino

Cedar Street Grille will open at 10am and will feature their  
unique brunch menu all day plus some great Mother’s Day specials. 
The Duck will open at 11am and will be offering a fantastic holiday 

pre-fixe menu for $39.95. Make your reservations now by calling  
The Duck at 508-347-2321 or Cedar Street Grille at 508-347-5800. 

Take-Home 
Mother’s Day Meals

If you prefer to enjoy a Mother’s Day meal at home,  
we are offering an online pre-ordering menus where you can 

select your favorite items and a pick up time for Mother’s Day. 
 Visit the restaurants’ websites to view Mother’s Day menus and 

pre-order, or call the restaurant directly to  place your order.

Visit the restaurants’ websites to view menus and see 
some great options to treat Mom on her special day.

Vegetarian entrées and gluten-free options 

prix-

-
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Enjoy a drive to scenic Enjoy a drive to scenic 
Woodstock, Ct. Woodstock, Ct. 

this springthis spring

“Bringing your ideas to life”

Visit Sprucedale 
Gardens Nursery for 
the BEST SELECTION 

of plants for your 
yard and garden!

20 E. Quasset Rd, Woodstock, CT
(860) 974-0045

OPEN Tues-Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-5
sprucedalegardens.com  •  larsonsgeraniums.com

Design, Consultation, Delivery and Planting Services Available
Special Orders Welcome

Ornamental trees 
and shrubs
Evergreens

Fruit trees and 
bushes

Vines, groundcovers
Perennial flowers

Annual flowers
Herbs

Hanging baskets
Vegetable plants 

and seeds

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas
5050%%offoff

Buy any lunch or dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or 
lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party. 

Not combinable with other offers or specials. 
Not valid on Cinco De Mayo, May 5.  Offer expires 5-31-21

Dinner or LunchDinner or Lunch

Online orders with pickup or delivery

“We are social distant compliant” for the health of everyone.

INDOOR DINING
Take-out Always Available

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

World

SUPER ROADSIDE FARM MARKET
Retail &Retail &

WholesaleWholesale
Vegetables Vegetables 

& Fruit& Fruit

146 SW Cutoff, Worcester146 SW Cutoff, Worcester
 Open 7 days • 508-873-4408

M-F: 10:30 am to 6 pm  • Sat.-Sun. close 4:30 pm
www.growersfarmersworld.com

Perennials, Annuals, Vegetable Plants and Herbs guaranteed to 
grow in our area because they are direct from the farmer!

Memorial Day Boxes
Made on Premises

www.growersfarmersworld.com 

facebook.ware.worcesterma 

We have a large selection of We have a large selection of 
Hanging Plants and Baskets for Mother’s Day!Hanging Plants and Baskets for Mother’s Day!

129 E. Main St., Webster  • 508-949-0323129 E. Main St., Webster  • 508-949-0323
East Main CaféEast Main CaféWE ACCEPT 

ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS

Come in and see our new 
more “cozy” atmosphere

““Best Best BIGBIG Breakfast Around” Breakfast Around”

Bring Mom 
Bring Mom 

to East M
ain 

to East M
ain 

Café for Café for 

Mother’s D
ay!

Mother’s D
ay!

STARS ON FACEBOOK

- DAILY SPECIAL -
2 Eggs, Home Fries, 

Toast and Coffee
$6.95 +tax

860-928-2352

HARVEST MOON
HEALTH FOODS LLC

Rt. 21 • Unit #4 • Colonial Plaza • Putnam, CT
www.harvestmoonhealthfoods.net

Hours: Mon-Wed. 10am-6pm • Thurs.-Sat. 10am-5pm • Sun.11am-3pm

Dairy, Gluten & Soy Free Foods • Dried Fruits & Assorted Nuts and 
Seeds • Organic Whole Grains • 100+ Herbs & Spices • Vitamins, 

Herbal Supplements, Tinctures • Teas • Homeopathic Remedies
60+ Essential Oils • All Natural Skincare, Toiletries & 

Cleaning Products • Health Care Items for Pets 

Healthy Foods for a Healthy Lifestyle
 We carry a large selection of frozen products

(breads, pizzas, muffins etc...)

Visit our website for more info about our products, as well as 
recipes and a great deal of health information.

We are in nearby Putnam, CT. Exit 97 from Rt. 395 (off Rt. 44)

554 Liberty Highway (Rt. 21) Putnam, CT
M-W 10-6; Th-Sat 10-5; Closed Sun.

(860) 928-2352
www.HarvestMoonHealthFoods.net

Gift Certificates 
Available!

Seasonal AllergiesSeasonal Allergies

ELDERBERRY
(extreme immune enhancing properties)

Check us out on
                    We accept all major credit cards

Options to prescription 
medications. Free from side effects.

RUSMART

ANTIQUE • CUSTOM
MARINE • RV’S

AUTO 
UPHOLSTERY

Ken & Art Clements
723 MAIN STREET, NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

(508) 987-1171

Est.
1947

On Saturday, April 24th from 
9 am to 1:00 pm, the Dudley 
Police Department and the 
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA) will conduct an-
other prescription drug “Take 
Back” event.  The public can 
safely dispose of expired, un-
used, and unwanted prescrip-
tion drugs.  The service is free 
and anonymous.  During our 
previous events, large quan-
tities of prescription medica-
tions were taken in.  Several 
communities in our area will 
also be participating in this 
event.  If you are not from 
Dudley, check with your lo-
cal police for a participating 
location near you.  I encour-
age everyone to mark their 
calendars and take advantage 
of this opportunity. 

Prescription 
drug take-
back event

Webster Republican 
Town Committee 
reorganizing
The Webster Republican Town 
Committee is re-organizing af-
ter 2 years of “inactive status.”
	 If you are interested in be-
ing a part of the Republican 
Town Committee or would 
like more information, contact 
Linda at 508-949-1218 or email 
linpaqu@hotmail.com
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27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  
Charlton, MA

508-248-7866

Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

9am-5pm
9am-5pm
9am-6pm
9am-6pm
9am-4pm

Custom cutting section closes 
1 hour before closing time. Retail Store Hours

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

We Accept Cash, EBT
Visit our website: www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com

SPECIALS 2021SPECIALS 2021
A - $50.00A - $50.00

5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters OR
 2 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg OR
 2 lbs. Stew Beef
1 lb.  Hot Dogs or 1 lb. Bacon
2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steak or
 3 lbs. Ham Steaks
2 Whole or Cut up Chickens
 (avg. weight 3 lb. each) or
 3 lbs. Pork Chops

B - $50.00B - $50.00
3 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast or
 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) Marinated
 Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or 
 3 lb. Ground Turkey
3 lbs. Pork Chops or
 2 lbs. Ham Steaks
1 Whole or Cut-up Chicken (3 lbs.)
 or 1 Pkg. Sausage of your choice
1 lb.  Bacon or Stew Beef

$75.00$75.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Hamburg or
 3 lbs. Stew Beef
2 lbs. London Broil Steaks OR
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast or
 3 lbs. Boneless Pork Roast
3 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast OR
 1 Pkg. (1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 Chicken Breast of your choice
1 Whole Chicken (3 lbs. Average)
 or 1 lb. Sausage of your choice

$100.00$100.00
5 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast or
 3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast
4 lbs. Chicken Leg Qtrs. or 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Boneless Pork Roast or
 2 lb. New York Sirloin Steak
1½ lbs. Sirloin Tips or 3 lbs. Pork Chops
3 lbs. Hamburg or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)
 Marinated Sirloin Tips of your choice
2 Whole or Cut-up Chickens 
 (6 lbs. total) or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)
 Cooked Chicken Wings
 of your choice
1 lb. Sausage of your choice or 
 1 lb. Hot Dogs
1 Roasting Chicken (6-8 lbs.) or
 2 lbs. Stew BeefFIRST PLACE

Ed Stearns
Dressed Meats Inc.

BEST 
BUTCHER SHOP

TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

Captain Ron’s
 Catering

You can call 
your order in 

508-943-9039

FRIED DINNERS COME WITH COLESLAW, FRIES & TARTAR. 
BAKED DINNERS COME WITH 

BAKED POTATO, FRESH VEGETABLE OR COLE SLAW.

at Webster American Legion Post
9 Houghton Street

Webster, MA

Catering in-house or to your location
Call 508-943-9039

You can call 
your order in 

508-943-9039

FISH & CHIPS DINNER 
(Haddock) $10

Lg. Sea Scallop Dinner $14
Baked or Fried

Bowl of Clam Chowder..................$5
Beer Battered Onion Rings...........$5
French Fries..................................$4
Fried Dough (cinnamon & powdered sugar)...$6
Mozzarella Sticks (6).....................$5
Deep Fried Pickles........................$5
Clam Fritters (6)............................$6
Clam Fritters & Chowd. Combo...$10

Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 3-7pm • Fri.-Sat. Noon-7pm

Loaded Cheeseburger & Fries.....$8
Grilled Tuna Melt w/Fries..............$7
Loaded Chili & Cheesedogs..........$6
Chicken Fingers & Fries................$8
Cheesy Fries with Bacon Bits.......$6
Fried Dough..................................$6

All major credit cards accepted

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

12 OZ. SIRLOIN STEAK
Includes Potato and veg.

Only $12.00

SATURDAY NIGHT ONLY

Function room available 
for up to 150 people

• Lamb • Seafood • Chowders 
• Steaks • Pastas • Fresh Seafood

858 Main Street, Southbridge, MA 
508-764-3349

www.FinsandTales858.com

*Can be served as a children’s portion for half the price. Must be 12 years or younger.

  Mother’s Day Favorites  Mother’s Day Favorites
*Prime Rib Au Jus

*Baked Stuffed Shrimp (four crab stuffed jumbo shrimp)
Choice New York Sirloin Strip

Baked Stuffed Haddock (Fins crabmeat stuffing)
and more.....

with us Sunday, May 9th

Our TAKE-OUT Stand NOW OPEN!
All your favorites: Dogs, Clams, Onion Rings, Lobster Rolls.....

Now 
Taking 

Reservations!

Celebrate Mother’s Day 

MOTHERS DAY 
@ 

 
 

BRUNCH  9:30 ­ 11:30  
   ​RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 

 

ASST MUFFINS, PASTRIES, 
 WATERMELON FRUIT BOWL,  

SCRAMBLED EGGS, 
BELGIAN WAFFLES w/WARM MAPLE SYRUP 

HARDWOOD SMOKED BACON,  
MAPLE SAUSAGE, HOME FRIES, 

PRIME RIB CARVING STATION,  
CHICKEN SANTORINI, 

BROILED HADDOCK, ROASTED POTATO, 
CHICKEN NUGGETS, FRIES  

 VEGETABLES, ARTISAN SALAD,  
DESSERTS & MORE 

$24.95 Adults    $12.95 Children under 12  
 
 

DINNER MENU & SPECIALS 
1pm – 8 pm 

www.chucks.com
508-832-2553

10 PROSPECT ST., AUBURN, MASS.

Reserve now for Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 9

Full  Dinner Full  Dinner 
Menu for Menu for 

Mother’s DayMother’s Day
Serving Noon to 7 p.m.

CelebrateCelebrate

May 5May 5

with us!with us!
Opens at 

4 p.m.
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Living with Lincoln

WALK-IN 
NAIL SERVICE

82 Dresser Hill Rd. 
Charlton, MA 

508-248-0056

Owner/Groomer 
Meaghan Lanagan www.missysdoggydayspa.com

H

appy Mother’s DayH

appy Mother’s Day

By Amy Palumbo-LeClaire
The cat is out of the bag. I’d do 
almost anything for my dog. 
Even if that means hustling a 
slice of cheese for him. Here’s 
the story. 
	 Lincoln has been on a strict 
diet due to a few senior issues, 
along with a firm desire to of-
fer him the very best nutrition 
amid his golden years. He’s 
made it to the final stretch. A 
bad habit needed to go. 
	 Dunkin’s Munchkins.
	 I cannot possibly put a 
price tag on the joy accrued 
from countless Dunkin’ Do-
nuts Drive Thru runs over 
the last ten years. In Pavlov-
ian fashion, Lincoln came to 
associate the entire Dunkin 
experience with pure joy. He 
learned the physics of my 
Honda Pilot while it rounded 
the drive-through, the pecu-
liar way in which a square 
box speaks, and the sweet-
ened scent of the air while, 
head-out-window, he sniffed 
and salivated. Every moment 
became one step closer to the 
blessed window, where kind 
people wearing brown and 
pink passed out small, edible 
balls. He studied these people 
over and over again, fixing his 
eyes on their hands from the 
vantage point of the opened 
back seat window. His chunky 
smile puffed to the very sight 
of them until—suddenly—the 

people appeared before his 
very eyes.
	 “Oh my gosh that is the cut-
est dog I’ve ever seen!! Can he 
have a munchkin?”
	 “The driver in the car be-
hind you wants to pay for 
your coffee.”
	 “Do you mind if I post your 
dog on my Snapchat?”
	 Lincoln became a Dunkin’ 
celebrity, the doggie in the 
window who cost nothing 
to flirt with. Shamelessly, he 
lapped up every handout   
	 “There’s jelly in this ball!” 
He could barely hold back his 
joy for the donut holes and 
held me accountable for ex-
tras given. “Not to be a nudge, 
but I saw the Person place a 
tire-shaped ball in the bag.” 
He stood formidable, propped 
like a Security Guard on the 
console, a spot of jelly at his 
nostril while he held me hos-
tage at the wheel. “Lincoln. Go 
sit down, please.”
	 I had created a monster. “Is 
this what heaven feels like?” 
Yet it was a happy monster. 
He inhaled crumbs from 
cracks between the leather 
seats and stalked wedges of 
donut beneath them. Like a 
drunken toddler, Lincoln was 
high on Dunkin’s munchkins. 
I needed to act fast, and help 
him attach “an experience” 
to a Dunkin’ run, not a donut 
hole.  A clean diet had already 
made a significant impact on 
his health. His golden years 
were becoming brighter. He 
needed to stay the course. But 
how?
	 “Can my dog have a slice of 
day-old cheese, please?” I spat 
a tried solution from the pas-
senger side of my husband’s 

Infiniti one day. “Day old 
cheese?” A rash climbed his 
neck. “You can’t just ask them 
to give you a slice of cheese!” 
He chided me with authority.
	 “Don’t be ridiculous.” I 
puffed. “They’re a billion-
dollar conglomerate. Our dog 
may not be alive tomorrow 
and you’re worried about 
them losing a few pennies.” 
Lincoln narrowed his eyes to 
the conversation. “I bet they 
throw away day old cheese 
anyway.” His blonde lashes 
still, he transcribed the braille 
of our conversation with intel-
lect. “Wah, wah, wah, wah, 
wah. Cheese. Wah, wah, wah-
hwanna. Cheese. Wahnanna. 
Cheese.” 
	 Shhh. Lincoln shuffled back 
to the window. The kind per-
son was on her way back. He 
sat politely and broke into 
smile, a twinkle in his eye. We 
shut up. 
	 “You’re such a good dog! 
Here you go!” 
	 He took.
	 The people dressed in 
brown and pink had so many 
reasons to say no: 
	 “We don’t give away 
cheese.” 
	 “The practice is not sani-
tary.”
	 “Giving away cheese is 
against policy.”
	 “You need to pay for what 
you take home here.”
	 Instead, the kind hearts of 
Dunkin’ Donuts enabled a 
troubling sense of entitlement. 
	 “Oh my gosh – look at him! 
Can he have two slices?”
	 “He is the cutest.”
	 “I’ve read his column! One 
more slice for Lincoln!”
	 They passed the cheese. 

Lincoln licked his choppers. 
	 We drove away in silence. 
I couldn’t help but reflect on 
my behavior. Had I commit-
ted a small crime? A spot of 
guilt poked at my conscience 
while I fastened my seatbelt 
and thought harder. How in-
appropriate was my request? 
Like the warm scent of butter-
crunch, the truth came to me. 
I was able to trace my behav-
ior back to my ancestry.
	 Nana!
	 My late grandmother, Mad-
eleina Stelluti-Palumbo, an 
Italian immigrant, was a phe-
nomenal cook. She was also 
fanatical about ensuring that 
not a morsel would go to 
waste. She would find a snip 
of arugula and turn it into a 
stew. Or whip up a frittata 
using overripe peppers and 
a few eggs. She would even 
napkin-wrap slices of bread 
taken from restaurant tables, 
and stow them away in her 
purse. “Me save,” she’d say. 
	 Deep down, was saving 
cheese in my DNA? 

	 My gaze settled on Lincoln. 
He laid comfortably in the 
back seat and licked his leo-
nine paws, thoroughly satisfied 
with how the day had unfolded. 
Then, at random, he lifted his 
big head, stared at me, and 
broke into an easy smile. 

	 “Good boy, Lincoln.” 
	 If loving my dog too much 
is a crime, I’ll have to plead 
guilty.
---------------------------------------------------------
	 Tell me your dog story. 
Write to Amy at 
amyleclaire@hotmail.com 

Day Old Cheese

Lincoln gobbles up a slice of Day Old cheese

Happy with how the moment 
has unfolded.

WE’VE MOVED!!
Just Up The Street To

46 Providence Road, Northbridge
• Family Owned

• Award Winning Groomer

(508) 779-7448
Theperfectpaw.net

facebook.com/ThePerfectPawMA

F O R   Y O U R   P E R F E C T   P E T

April 1-30, “Nate’s Great Ad-
ventures,” photography by 
David Niles will be on display 
and for sale at Booklovers’ 
Gourmet, 72 East Main Street, 
Webster. Gallery open Tues-
day-Saturday 10-5. For more 
information call 508-949-6232 
or email deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com
	 David Niles is a photogra-
pher, graphic designer and 
videographer living in Paxton, 
Mass. with his artist wife Jen 
(www.JenNilesArt.com) and 
his son Nathaniel. A gradu-
ate of Rhode Island School of 
Design, he has exhibited his 
photographs throughout New 
England and worked as a free-
lance photographer for news 
outlets, magazines and com-
mercial clients.  
 	 Several years ago, David 
began photographing his son, 
creating playful environments 
that portray a child’s creative 
and limitless inner world. “Na-
thaniel walks around in a bub-
ble of imagination,” a close 
friend once observed. This 
imagination has always been 
present for Nathaniel, help-
ing him navigate the fictional 
and real landscapes of his life, 

National poetry month celebration 
at Booklovers’ Gourmet

discovering and creating new 
ones every day.
	 Celebrate National Poetry 
Month and Independent 
Bookstore Day with Poetry 
hors d’oeuvres at Booklovers’ 
Gourmet, April 24, 2:00 p.m. 
Free, reservations are request-
ed. RSVP to deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com or 508-949-6232.
	 Three Worcester poets join 
Booklovers’ Gourmet in cel-
ebrating Independent Book-
store Day and the last week-
end of National Poetry Month. 
Curt Curtin, Judith Ferrara 
and John Gaumond will each 
share a few small bites of poet-
ry from their respective works 
and will join other patrons in 
festivities to honor Indepen-
dent Bookstore Day.
 Independent Bookstore Day 
is a one-day national party 
that takes place at indie book-
stores across the country 
on the last Saturday in April.  
Every store is unique and in-
dependent, and every party 
is different. But in addition 
to events and other fun stuff, 
there are exclusive books and 
literary items that you can 
only get on that day. Not be-
fore. Not after. Nowhere else.

Love your dog but 
not his BEHAVIOR?
• Personalized dog training
 in YOUR home
• Each lesson customized to
 stop the behaviors that 
 frustrate you most
• All breeds, ages, personalities

Request your in-home consultation today!
CathysK9Kids.com   (508) 372-5030

Professional Pet Care Since 2012!
Openings Available for

Daily Dog Walks &
Customized Midday Visits

Insured/Bonded
Certified Pet First Aid & CPR

508-277-1235
www.risingsunpetsitting.com
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508.422.0477
31 Thompson Rd., Unit 2, Webster, MA

info@insationtech.com • www.insationtech.com

Mon-Wed 
9aM-5pM
Thurs & Fri 
9aM-6pM 

Sat 9aM-2pM

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction

• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

• lawn Care • MulCh

Eben Thompson

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

“Quality 

at a
$avings”

Building Materials and Supplies
K.D. Framing • Pressure Treated Lumber & Ties • Composite Decking 

• Trusses & Engineered Lumber• Pine • Cedar • Plywood • Roofing • Siding 
• Windows • Doors • Insulation • Mouldings • Drywall • Ceilings

• Flooring • Hardware • Cements • Split Rail Fencing • Septic Pipe • Fabric 
• Gutters • Replacement windows

Sawmill Products: •Rough Sawn Dimension Lumber • Boards • Timbers
Industrial Lumber • Wood Chips • Grade Stakes • Softwood and Hardwood

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”
508-764-3231

994 North Woodstock 
Road, Southbridge, MA

(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
www.morse-lumber.com

WE’RE OPEN

Your One Stop Source for:
•CBD Lotions •Healing Balms
•Tinctures •CBD Pet Products

243B Kennedy Drive
Putnam, CT

(860) 315-9092
cbdreleafputnam.com

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE
10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

Putnam location only.
NOW THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Celebrating
Our

1 Year
Anniversary

www.coxelectricri.com

WE ARE A FACTORY CERTIFIED GENERAC POWERPRO DEALER

217 Main St • Oxford, MA

508-499-0997
We offer sales and service for

all of Generac’s Products.
Everything from 

portable generators 
to whole home and 

business automatic 
standby genera-

tors! We have Gen-
erac factory trained 

and certified 
technicians ready 

to work on your 
generator ASAP!

Call us to arrange a 
complimentary quote 
for a new installation 
or upgrade at your 
home or business 
today!

$$50 Off!50 Off!
ANY NEW SERVICE CONTRACT
MUST PRESENT THIS AD. MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. 

EXPIRES 6/30/21 YX

AUTHORIZED SALES DEALER • AUTOMATIC STANDBY & PORTABLE GENERATORS

Generac Home Standby Generator
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Chief’s corner

BACK
BUSINESS

to

The landscape of business as we know it 
has dramatically changed, but now we are 
starting to shift gears and build back up. 
The Yankee Xpress and Blackstone Valley 

Xpress are offering an outlet for busi-
ness owners with Back to Business - a cost 
effective and strategic way to place your 
business back in the mind of consumers.

Reach more than 60,000 homes this July!

Coming July 9 & 23, 2021
Space reservation: June 1

Reserve your space today by contacting  
Tony Discepolo at 860-884-3389

or by email at
 tdiscepolo@theyankeexpress.com
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Dennis Antonopoulos 
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St 
Auburn, MA 01501-1303 
508-832-5385

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar 
Dudley Police Department
AAA has asked us to share 
the following information and 
remind everyone that April is 
Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month.  Distracted driving con-
tinues to be a significant prob-
lem.  AAA recently produced a 
Public Service Announcement 
and asked us to share it on 
our social media channels and 
other public venues.  It can be 
found at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=0NH4p0hSvyU.  
As I mentioned a few weeks 
ago, handheld cell phone 
use while driving is prohib-
ited in Mass. 
	 According to the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA), in 2019 dis-
tracted driving crashes killed 
3,142 people in the U.S., an av-
erage of 9 deaths per day. That 
number was up 10 percent 
from the year before (2,839 
deaths in 2018). In southern 
New England (RI/MA/CT), 35 
people died in 2019 because of 
distracted driving.
	 According to a study con-
ducted by the AAA Founda-
tion for Traffic Safety in 2019, 
most drivers (96 percent) 
believe typing or reading on 
a hand-held cellphone while 
driving to be very or extremely 
dangerous.  However, 39 per-

cent admit to reading and 29 
percent admit to typing on a 
smartphone at least once in a 
while behind the wheel with-
in the last month.  The survey 
also found drivers can expe-
rience a “hangover effect” 
where the mind stays distract-
ed for up to 27 seconds after 
using smartphones for voice-
to-text, making phone calls, or 
updating social media.  AAA 
is encouraging all motorists to 
eliminate distracted driving 
by following these tips:
•	Put it away. Place your mo-
bile device out of sight to pre-
vent temptation.
•	Know where you’re going. 

If using a navigation system, 
program the destination be-
fore driving.
•	Pull over. If you must call or 
text while on the road, pull off 
the road safely and stop first.
•	Ask passengers for help. 
If riding with someone, seek 
their help to navigate, make a 
call or send a message.
•	Be a good passenger. Speak 
out if the driver of your vehi-
cle is distracted.
•	Don’t be a distraction.  Avoid 
calling or texting others when 
you know they are driving.
•	Activate Do Not Disturb. 
Setting up this feature on 
iPhone or Android device will 

prevent calls from coming in 
while you’re driving. 
•	Everyone should prevent 
being “intexticated.” Just as 
drivers need to pay atten-
tion, so do pedestrians and 
bicyclists. Never call, text, or 
play games while walking or 
cycling.
	 Everyone should do their 
part to limit distractions to 
prevent crashes and injuries.
	 As the pandemic contin-
ues, we ask everyone to stay 
safe and continue to take the 
necessary precautions to pro-
tect yourselves.  Vaccination 
information can be found at 
www.dudleyma.gov or by 

calling 508-949-8036. Hope-
fully, the end of this pandemic 
is in sight.  We, at the Dudley 
Police Department, greatly 
appreciate the support we re-
ceive from our community.  

	 Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments.  Please 
send them to me at the Dud-
ley Police Department 71 West 
Main St., Dudley, Ma. 01571 or 
email at swojnar@dudleypo-
lice.com.  Opinions expressed 
in this weekly column are those 
of Chief Wojnar only and unless 
clearly noted, do not reflect the 
ideas or opinions of any other 
organization or citizen.  

Common sense tips to avoid distracted driving

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment
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Stainmaster Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford • 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com • Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

100’s OF ROLLS 
OF STAINMASTER 

CARPET
Celebrating 

50 Years!

Spring is here
Pansies, Easter Tulips, Hyacinths, Pansies, Easter Tulips, Hyacinths, 

Beautiful Colors to choose!Beautiful Colors to choose!

28 Sutton Avenue • Oxford, MA • Rte. 395 • Exit 4B

G A R D E N  C E N T E R

& Stove Shop
Buy Your Pellets Early 

For The Best Price!

*Some exclusions apply.

10%
OFF Weed & Feed

10% OFF

$300
OFF

FATHER’S DAY SPECIALS

10% OFF

Mon.-Fri.8-5; Sat. 8-3
Sundays 9-3 April, May and June

Seed Starting SuppliesSeed Starting Supplies
Growers Media • Pro MixesGrowers Media • Pro Mixes

Fox Farm Soils • Peat Pots - Trays - CellsFox Farm Soils • Peat Pots - Trays - Cells
Seed Racks are Fully StockedSeed Racks are Fully Stocked

Bulk Bean • Peas • CornBulk Bean • Peas • Corn
Onion Sets • Seed Potatoes Onion Sets • Seed Potatoes 

AsparagusAsparagus
RhubarbRhubarb

MulchesMulches
•Hemlock •Dark Forest•Hemlock •Dark Forest
•Hemlock blend•Hemlock blend
•Red Cedar •Dark Pine•Red Cedar •Dark Pine
•Natural Organic Mulch•Natural Organic Mulch

Picked up by bag or yard, Picked up by bag or yard, 
or delivery availableor delivery available

Cornerstone Creations

HOME & GARDEN CONCRETE ART

Custom colors, finishes and paint

layouts available upon request.

548 Main St. Sturbridge MA 508.347.0888� � �

(Route 20, next to Sportsmans Cellar)

All pieces made and finished

hereby local artists.

Evening Art Classes Now Available

� � � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� �

Benches Birdbaths Statuary Wall Hangings Gargoyles
Stepping Stones Memorial Stones & Markers Books Angels
Fairies & Fairie Doors Dragons Gnomes Incense & Holders

Buddhas Greenmen & Greenwomen Goddesses Toads & Frogs
Celtic Crosses Suns & Moons.....Plus so much more!

Visit our NEW LOCATION
71 Main St., Sturbridge, MA

Open Thurs. - Sun.  10a.m. - 6p.m

71 Main St., Sturbridge, MA • 508-347-0888

Happy Mother’s Day!

INCOME TAXES
Personal & Business

WILLIAM N. KRING
Certified Public Accountant / Admitted to U.S. Tax Court

103 W. Main Street, Dudley
508-949-1439

20% DISCOUNT FOR NEW CLIENTS

Bay Path nursing student completes University of Zurich’s 
Myocardial Infarction training
CHARLTON — Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy student Ste-
fanie Lauretano of Webster has 
successfully completed the Myo-
cardial Infarction educational 
course offered by University of 
Zurich through Coursera. 
	 The 25-hour course is a prim-
er on Myocardial Infarction. 
Coursera described Cardiovas-
cular diseases as – according to 
the (World Health Organization 
(WHO) – the number one cause 
of death globally. Myocardial 
infarction (heart attack) is the 
most prominent under the Car-
diovascular diseases. In Switzer-

Stefanie Lauretano

land alone, the risk to develop 
a coronary heart disease during 
life time is around 25% for men 
and 18% for women.
	 Most cardiovascular diseases 
can be prevented by address-
ing behavioral risk factors, the 
understanding of these risk fac-
tors, their mechanisms and im-
pact on the cardiovascular sys-
tem. In this context our course 
aims to approach the complex 
field of myocardial infarction 
in two respects: medical educa-
tion and awareness of a broader 
audience. The course instruc-
tor was Thomas F. Lüscher MD, 

FRCP, FESC, FACC.
	 Lauretano is set to graduate 
with the Bay Path Practical Nurs-
ing Academy Class of 2021. She 
is certified in Dementia Care, 
Mental Health First Aid, and 
BLS/HCP CPR. She also com-
pleted COVID-19 Contact Tracing 
from Johns Hopkins University. 
Lauretano is a member of the 
UNICEF Club and the 2021 Mock 
Code Team. Her educational 
background includes General 
Studies at Becker College (2018) 
and Health Services at Black-
stone Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (2005).  

Do you have any old things?
Many area residents have donated their antique items to the Samuel Slater Experience, but a few 
more are still needed to complete all the exhibits. Here is a list. If you have any these and are willing 
to part with them, please contact Olivia Spratt at ospratt@samuelslaterexperience.org or call the 
museum at 508-461-2955. Please include a photo with your email.

100-year-old bikes
Travel trunks and suitcases
Old wood barrels, boxes, crates, old rope
Crockery, glassware, lamps, silverware, tinware, 
nickel-plated ware from early 1900s-1925 
Sets of matching hairbrush, comb, mirror from early 1900s
Appliances such as washing machines,wringers, stoves, 
refrigerator, all from 1910-1925
Horse-drawn open bed wagon
Skeleton keys

To find out more about the Samuel Slater Experience, 
visit the website at 
https://samuelslaterexperience.org. 

WDO Chamber scholarship
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Payments as low as $50 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Come Check Out Our Prices!
FARRAR Auto Body, Inc.

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

Bad Credit 
No Credit 

No Problem
We Finance 
everyone!

HE
RE

HE
REBuy PAy

Tales from beyond

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm • Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

SALES & 
SERVICE

Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 • 860-923-9100 • 860-923-2626

www.AmericanRentAll.com

•Self Storage
•Climate Controlled Areas
•Honda Generators/Mowers
•Moving Supplies
•Propane

and American Self Storage

Inquire within or call for details.

Monday- Friday 7:30am- 5pm
Saturday- 7:30- 3pm (November 1st- April 31st)

 24 Hour Emergency Service
 Automatic Delivery
 Fuel Assistance Accepted
 Licensed In House Technicians  

  (NO subcontracting)
 Burner Service
 Oil Tank Installations

  (Free Estimates)

NEW OFFICE LOCATION IN SOUTHBRIDGE | 34 NEWMAN AVE.

DELIVERY AREAS
Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, Cherry Valley, Dudley, 
East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North Brookfield, 

North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 
Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Connecticut: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock. 

NOW HIRING: Receptionists, Oil Drivers & Licensed Technicians

5¢
OFF

Must present coupon. 
Offer cannot be combined.

PER GALLON
OF OIL

OF 175 GALLONS 
OR MORE

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30-2pm

By Thomas D’Agostino
Many years ago, French Ca-
nadian immigrants began set-
tling in Woonsocket, Rhode 
Island. Life was hard for these 

poor folk and they toiled from 
sun up to sun down building a 
life for their families. Even to-
day, the visual history of their 

legacy is prominent in the lo-
cal cemeteries, street names, 
and architecture of the area.
	 A certain Catholic priest 

desired to erect a beautiful 
stone church for his parish-
ioners but found it difficult, 
as they were all committed 
to their day long jobs at the 
local mills. The priest looked 
to the heavens for guidance 
and his prayers were quickly 
answered when, one night, the 
Virgin Mary appeared to him 
with a gift.
	 “Outside in your yard, you 
will find a fine horse that will 
easily cart all the stone you 
need to build a church. He has 
the strength of many horses 
and will easily carry any load 
you set upon him. But, under 
no circumstances must you 
ever remove his bridle, for it 
is sanctified. If you remove the 
bridle, the horse will vanish in 
an instant.”
	 The next morning, the priest 
found the horse as stated, with 
a glistening bridle around its 
face. He was an enormous 
beast, black as the deepest 
night with glowing red eyes. 

The Devil’s Hole, Woonsocket, Rhode Island
It did not take long 
before the priest 
surmised that it was 
an incarnation of 
the devil himself. He 
named it “Old Nick” 
and presented it to the fore-
man to assist in carting the 
stones for the project. The 
foreman was also warned 
to never remove the bridle 
and duly obeyed the priest’s 
request. Old Nick tirelessly 
moved all the stone needed 
to build a fine church.
	 One day the foreman could 
not make it to work and a 
new foreman was called in 
to oversee the completion of 
the church. The new foreman 
was forewarned of the bridle 
and set about his tasks with 
his new workmate, Old Nick. 
He and Old Nick got along real 
fine and soon became friends. 
The young foreman was not 
very smart, but always per-
formed a hard day’s labor 
with no complaint.
	 On a very hot summer day, 
the foreman took the horse 
to the Blackstone River to 
cool down. As the foreman 
splashed around in the cool 
water, he looked over at Old 
Nick, who appeared to be hot 
and thirsty. The man decided 
to remove the bridle so the 
horse could get a cool drink. 
As soon as the bridle was let 
loose, the horse gave an earth 
shattering neigh, then kicked 
the young man into the river. 
Old Nick leaped across the 
Blackstone in one bound, 
landing on a ledge. His impact 
split the ledge and the horse 
quickly vanished into the 
crevice.

	 When the priest discov-
ered what had transpired, he 
rushed to the scene but he 
was too late, the horse had 
returned to hell. For many 
years after, the area of the 
chasm was prone to unholy 
happenings. Horses would 
buck and shy as they neared 
the hole, wagons would lose 
their wheels and unearthly 
wailing was often heard ema-
nating from the rock. Wit-
nesses also reported wolf-like 
creatures entering and emerg-
ing from the evil hole. It was 
clear to all that the devil had 
created a portal to this realm 
to punish the parishioners for 
keeping him captive.
	 A new priest came to 
lead the parish and decided 
enough was enough. He 
placed a wooden cross over 
the hole, sprinkled it with 
holy water and said several 
prayers. The hellish doings 
ceased as far as anyone knew 
and the devil never returned. 
The Devil’s Hole is located in 
the Fairmont section of Woon-
socket but no one is really 
sure where it is.
-------------------------------------------------------
Thomas D’Agostino and his 
wife Arlene Nicholson are 
seasoned paranormal inves-
tigators, authors, and co-or-
ganizers of Paranormal Unit-
ed Research Society. You can 
find out more about them by 
visiting www.tomdagostino.
com.

Thomas D’Agostino and Arlene Nicholson will be host-
ing another interactive paranormal investigation dinner 
at the Publick House in Sturbridge on Tuesday, April 27, 
at 6:30 p.m. 
	 They will also host another special interactive para-
normal investigation dinner at the Colonial Inn in Con-
cord on Tuesday, May 11, at 6 p.m. 
	 For info and tickets on both events, go to www.dining-
withthedead1031.com. Seating is limited.

Dinner with the dead
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brake warning light is on, I would suggest having the car towed 
to a repair shop. If the problem is related to the brake hydraulic 
system, you could lose full braking and be unable to stop in an 
emergency. 

I was listening to a podcast of your radio program 
where you were interviewing someone from Sylvania 
and were talking about LED replacement headlights and 
how they are illegal. I went online and saw LED replace-

ment bulbs and YouTube videos of people updating their head-
lights. Are you sure this upgrade is illegal, I want to upgrade to 
better lighting. 

Just because you can buy the parts online doesn’t mean 
they are Department of Transportation (DOT) compli-
ant for on-road use. The reflector inside the headlight 
assembly is calibrated for a certain size bulb. The LED 

replacement bulbs are typically larger, causing aiming issues. 
The light output will be greater, but the amount of glare and 
“dazzle” can be offensive and dangerous to oncoming traffic. If 
you want more light, there are performance replacement bulbs 
that can deliver more light, although at a shorter lifespan than 
the stock bulb. 

I am thinking about buying a new full-sized pickup 
truck to replace my 10-year-old Ford F-150. Of the 
popular trucks: RAM, Ford and Chevrolet/GMC, which 
should I consider and why? 

This is one of those questions, that doesn’t have a 
wrong answer. Any one of these three vehicles is a good 
choice. My suggestion is to buy the one you like best. 
All three trucks can tow more than 10,000 pounds. All 

three trucks can easily carry 2,000 pounds. All three trucks have 
the latest technology: Wi-Fi hotspots, big displays and depending 
on cab, configuration that has limousine-like rear seating. My 
suggestion is to look at how the options are configured, find out 
which truck offers the features you need and some you want 
and buy the truck that makes you happy. 

I have a 2016 Honda Pilot with around 43,000 miles. 
When I drive my car, I have noticed and hear a clicking 
or shifting noise when the transmission is in first going 

to second gear. This happens from 20 to 30 miles-per-hour and 
the noise seems to be coming from under the car. When the 
engine is cold, noise is low/quiet. As the engine heats up, noise 
becomes a little louder. On the highway or generally above 40 
miles-per-hour I do not hear it. Do you have any idea what is 
happening here?

There are many things that could be causing this type 
of noise, from a transmission issue to a wheel bearing, 
even a big nail in a tire. The transmission in this Pilot has 

been subject to a few issues, everything from reprograming to 
fluid leaks to complete replacement. The best thing to do at this 

point is to road test the vehicle with a technician to identify the 
noise and get an idea where the sound is originating. 

 
I have a Toyota that the trunk lock actuator failed. No 
big deal, I open the trunk with the key. Now a new 
problem: when we go to unlock the trunk, the panic 

alarm that came with the car goes off. We have no other alarm 
on the car. If I unlock the doors first with the remote, then all 
is fine and no alarm. Is this related to the trunk actuator part?

Yes, I would certainly think so. If you lock the car 
with the remote and try to open the trunk with the 
key the alarm is still set. The car does not know if you 

are opening the trunk with a key or a crowbar. At this point, 
until you decide if you want to get the car fixed and so you do 
not disturb the neighbors, you just need to unlock the car before 
opening the trunk. 

How do I turn off the emergency brake dash light on a 
1995 Cadillac Sedan Deville?

The red brake warning light illuminates for a few rea-
sons: the parking brake is applied, or partially applied; 
the second reason is the brake fluid is low or there is 

a leak in the brake hydraulic system. The third issue is when 
the electronic brake control module responds to certain diag-
nostic fault codes. The issue could be a sticking parking brake 
cable, faulty parking brake switch, or low brake fluid. If the read 

The Car Doctor

Q.

A.

A.

A.

Q.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other 
popular podcast sites. Email your 
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul

Q.

M&M Auto Body
7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070

mm.auto@verizon.net

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

R.S. #3926

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

Q.

A.

Q.
A.

Your source for business and community news 
and advertising.

ads@theyankeexpress.com  • news@theyankeexpress.com

*See dealer for details. Leases are 36 mos. (Murano 24 mos.) with $2,999 down plus tax, title, reg. 1st pymt. sec. acq. and dealer fees due at signing. 12k allowed miles per year. All rebates to dealer. Must secure Tier 1 with NMAC. 
In stock vehicles only. Pricing includes college grad/military or NMAC Loyalty. Pictures are for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offer expires 4/30/21.

2020 Pathfinder
$27,777

2013 NISSAN
ROGUE

2014 NISSAN
370Z

$10,750 #21020B

2011 BUICK
REGAL

$6,950

$26,950

$27,950
2019 VW
ATLAS

2016 LEXUS
350

#20930A

#P6792

#21003B

ROUTE 20 
508-832-9611

www.berteranissan.com

Brand 
New  2020 
Leftover!

$35,415
-7,638

$27,777

THE PROGRAM AND REQUIREMENTS
You must bring your eligible vehicle to this dealership 
and have already performed all previously recommended
BERTERA MAINTENANCE Services as described and 
outlined in our Service Department Maintenance Booklet.
ALL BERTERA MAINTENANCE Services must have 
been performed at this Dealership.
ALL BERTERA MAINTENANCE Services must have 
been performed within STRICT accordance to the 
mileage intervals outlined in our Service Department 
Maintenance Booklet.
The eligible vehicle must have been driven a minimum o
f 15,000 miles from original date of sale mileage.
Eligible (all season) tires must be worn evenly and have 
3/32” or less remaining tread depth.

TIRES FOR LIFE 
Complimentary 

with all purchases

$99 mo.
24/Months

w/$2,999 down

0%
for up to 

84 months

2021 Altima
AWD SV

2021 Rogue
AWD SV 2020 JEEP

COMPASS

$23,950 $29,950 #20877A#21077A

$199 mo.
24/Months

w/$2,999 down
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Your source for business and 
community news and advertising.

ads@theyankeexpress.com 
news@theyankeexpress.comNew England’s Premier Clean-Out Company.

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company.New England’s Premier Estate Clean-Out Company.

“We buy Comics, Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Artwork, 
Collectibles, Cars, Guns, Toys Highest Prices Paid!”

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job...no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• Environmentally Friendly
• No job too small

SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE
SERVING WORCESTER COUNTY

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom-Concrete: Buy only the quantity you need.
NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

Sidewalk & curb repair - concrete finishing services available
Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners       Contractors

Commercial/Construction 
Carpenter Wanted 

LaMountain Bros., Inc. is in need of experienced commercial/
construction carpenters. We offer competitive wages, 
excellent benefits including, but not limited to, 401K, disability, 
health, dental, vision and uniforms. 
Must be able to commute to Oxford, MA daily. 

Apply in person, preferred,  at 
37 Federal Hill Road, Oxford. 508-987-3719 
or through www.lamountainbros.comwww.lamountainbros.com

Ride on in to GET YOUR BIKE DONE!
ROUTE 44 - PUTNAM, CT (ACROSS FROM WAL-MART, ENTRANCE BEHIND GRI LIQUORS)

   www.metzmotoworx.com •  SERVICE/PARTS: 860-928-7565

• Motorcycles 
• ATVs • Gear  

• Tires and 
Accessories...

Cinco de Mayo

S•A•L•ES•A•L•E
MEXICO

USA

Get in before it’s too late!Get in before it’s too late!

Job Summary: Pratt Trucking is a family owned and operat-
ed company in Oxford, MA. We are searching for a qualified 
mechanic to work on our fleet of Garbage Trucks, Roll Off 
Trucks, Hook Lift Trucks, and other equipment. Top Wages 
Paid, Weekends Off, and Benefits!
Responsibilities: Performs physical tasks in the shop or field 
in support of operations including, but not limited to: in-
spection, troubleshooting, repairs, and maintenance of 
equipment. Provides unscheduled repairs of equipment; re-
views equipment status with operational personnel and per-
forms scheduled maintenance of trucks and equipment. In-
spects, repairs, maintains, and makes recommendations and 
performs modifications to functional parts of a variety of 
equipment and machinery. Diagnoses maintenance require-
ments on diesel engines, transmissions, drive lines, differen-
tials, electrical circuits, hydraulic systems, and chassis 
through diagnostic aids, inspections, and interpretation of 
equipment reports with assistance. Disassembles, over-
hauls, and replaces worn parts on equipment as required. 
Reads and interprets work orders to perform required main-
tenance and service. Demonstrated commitment to a clean 
and safe working environment.
Qualifications and Skills: Knowledge of Mack, Cummins, 
GMC, Chevrolet trucks. Knowledge of troubleshooting/diag-
nostic tools. Experience as a heavy duty truck mechanic. 
Ability to work safely in a shop environment. Mechanical 
skills should include, but are not limited to, mechanical, 
electrical, pneumatic and hydraulic troubleshooting and re-
pair of trucks and equipment.
Benefits: Health Insurance, Top Wages! Over-time optional. 
Job Type: Full-time. Experience: Driver’s License (Required), 
Diesel Mechanic: 1 year (Required), Diesel repair certifica-
tion (Preferred), Trash industry experience (Preferred), Class 
A or B CDL (Preferred), Welding experience (Preferred)

MECHANIC WANTED
Pratt Trucking/Little River Recycling Oxford, MA

Salary based upon experience (top wages paid) 
Apply now in person at Pratt Trucking 

22 Town Forest Rd • Oxford MA 01540 
(508) 987-1187

or apply online at: www.pratttrucking.com 

Job Summary: Pratt Trucking is a family owned and operat-
ed company in Oxford, MA. We are searching for a qualified 
mechanic to work on our fleet of Garbage Trucks, Roll Off 
Trucks, Hook Lift Trucks, and other equipment. Top Wages 
Paid, Weekends Off, and Benefits!
Responsibilities: Performs physical tasks in the shop or field 
in support of operations including, but not limited to: in-
spection, troubleshooting, repairs, and maintenance of 
equipment. Provides unscheduled repairs of equipment; re-
views equipment status with operational personnel and per-
forms scheduled maintenance of trucks and equipment. In-
spects, repairs, maintains, and makes recommendations and 
performs modifications to functional parts of a variety of 
equipment and machinery. Diagnoses maintenance require-
ments on diesel engines, transmissions, drive lines, differen-
tials, electrical circuits, hydraulic systems, and chassis 
through diagnostic aids, inspections, and interpretation of 
equipment reports with assistance. Disassembles, over-
hauls, and replaces worn parts on equipment as required. 
Reads and interprets work orders to perform required main-
tenance and service. Demonstrated commitment to a clean 
and safe working environment.
Qualifications and Skills: Knowledge of Mack, Cummins, 
GMC, Chevrolet trucks. Knowledge of troubleshooting/diag-
nostic tools. Experience as a heavy duty truck mechanic. 
Ability to work safely in a shop environment. Mechanical 
skills should include, but are not limited to, mechanical, 
electrical, pneumatic and hydraulic troubleshooting and re-
pair of trucks and equipment.
Benefits: Health Insurance, Top Wages! Over-time optional. 
Job Type: Full-time. Experience: Driver’s License (Required), 
Diesel Mechanic: 1 year (Required), Diesel repair certifica-
tion (Preferred), Trash industry experience (Preferred), Class 
A or B CDL (Preferred), Welding experience (Preferred)

MECHANIC WANTED
Pratt Trucking/Little River Recycling Oxford, MA

Salary based upon experience (top wages paid) 
Apply now in person at Pratt Trucking 

22 Town Forest Rd • Oxford MA 01540 
(508) 987-1187

or apply online at: www.pratttrucking.com 

On Wednesday, April 7, the 
Veterans Council of Webster 
and Dudley held installation 
of officers for the upcoming 
year. The Veterans Council 
is an organization which co-
ordinates with other military 
service organizations such as 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 

Pictured l-r: Kenny Kudzal Chaplain, Victor Jankowski Commander, Ron Prest Sr. Vice Com-
mander, Jim Brinker Sergeant-at-Arms, Joe Sendrowski Veterans Council Military Honor 
Guard Chaplain, Stephen Rogerson Jr. Vice Commander, Bob Guenther Treasurer. Not 
Shown: George Bibeau, Past Commander of the VFW Post 654 who swore in the new of-
ficers.

W-D Veterans Council installs officers
the American Legion, the Dis-
abled American Veterans and 
the Polish American Veterans 
in Webster and Dudley. The 
Veterans Council synchro-
nizes the events which all 
organizations take part in as 
one unit such as the Honor 
Guard for military veterans, 

the parades, and the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the mili-
tary monuments, and various 
other activities. 
	 This organization is instru-
mental in maintaining commu-
nication and order between 
all the differing organizations 
in our community.
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

Al’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish 
Provides
• Dumpster Rental 
    Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle  

Serving the Blackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY and GRAFTONSUTTON, MILLBURY and GRAFTON

10 yard    $300      10 yard    $300      
15 yard    $350    15 yard    $350    
20 yard    $47520 yard    $475

3 DAY RENTAL 3 DAY RENTAL 
ONLY !!ONLY !!

Spring Cleaning!

MASS INSPECTION STATION FOR CARS AND MOTORCYCLES

508-943-2068 • Store: 508-949-1019 • Fax: 508-943-2098

77 East Main Street, Webster, MA  01570
Store Hours 5 a.m.-10 p.m. 7 days • Garage Hours Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

COMPLETE 
FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
TOWING

www.macsautorepairofwebster.com

mac’s AUTO 
REPAIR

AND CONVENIENCE STORE
TOW 

TRUCK 
DRIVER 
WANTED

APPROVED
FACILITY

Pictured from left are Ivy Ballou of Bay Path Votech, Ga-
briela Piwowarczyk of Bartlett High School, Kathryn James 
of Bartlett High School, and DWC President Andrea Kane.

The DWC has announced its 
2021 Scholarship Award recip-
ients, who were introduced at 
their April club meeting.  
	 Bay Path senior Ivy Ballou 
has been accepted to several 
colleges and plans to study 
pre-med with a goal of becom-
ing an orthopedic surgeon. 
She has played soccer and 
lacrosse at Bay Path, was a 
member of the student coun-
cil and National Honor Soci-
ety, while earning honor roll 
each year.  
	 Bartlett High School senior 
Gabriela Piwowarczyk has 
also been accepted to several 
colleges. Gabriela plans to 
study business and marketing 
with a goal of earning a Mas-
ter’s in business and landing a 
job in a “big company” where 
she hopes to make “a posi-
tive difference in the commu-
nity and society.” She is an 
MIAA student ambassador at 
Bartlett, who led food pantry 
and sock drives.   
	 Bartlett senior Kathryn 
James, who like her peers, 
has been accepted to several 
colleges. She plans to study 

Ivy Ballou Gabriela Piwowarczyk Kathryn James

Dudley Womans Club 2021 scholarship awards

computer science and game 
programming because it fits 
her interests in math and tech-
nology. Kathryn’s goal is to 
become a game-play program-
mer. At Bartlett, she serves as 
class president, team captain 
of cross-country and track and 
plays piano in the music de-
partment.  
	 All three of our scholars 
hold community service in 
their hearts and will no doubt 
make our communities bet-
ter through service. We wish 
them health, happiness and 
success.

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
• ETC.

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS 
IN & OUT

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE
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home

772 Southbridge Street - Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE
CAR - TRUCK - SUV

AT THE BEST PRICE!!
2010 - 2019 MODELS

ASK FOR JOHN or 
MICHAEL 

508-641-8195
508-641-8197PRE-OWNED AUTOS Since 1965

772 Southbridge St., Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501
www.PerroAuto.com

Perro’s

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

automotive

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MACLEAN OUTS

DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EvERYThING!!
“Better than the rest” - vERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

www.worcestercountylawnmower.com

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers, Tractor Service, Tune-Ups & 
Repairs Pickup & Delivery, Lawnmower Repair

PROFESSIONAL CAR CLEANING
MOTORCYCLES & BOATS
vic Catacchio
Owner 
Est. 1983

218 Worcester St.
N. Grafton, MA 01536

774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

catacchio
AUTO

DETAIL

Tips on financial planning

Dennis Antonopoulos

CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

202170

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

preschool

Enroll now for Fall 2021
Tues/Thurs 2.9-4 years • Mon/Wed/Fri 3.8-5 years
Half Day (9am-12pm) & Full Day (9am-2:30pm)  available

For more information: www.puckihuddlepreschool.com
director@puckihuddlepreschool.com

508-476-2939
We believe children learn best through play. Our curriculum is child-centered with developmentally 

appropriate materials which encourage creativity, problem solving skills, and a love of learning.

Buying Asian Art & Antiques
(518) 751-0570

John Dunn  |  Brooklyn, CT

antiques

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

If you’re planning to retire in 
just a few years, you may be 
getting excited about this next 
phase of your life. However, 
your ability to enjoy retire-
ment fully will depend, at least 
partially, on the resources you 
can draw from your invest-
ment portfolio. So, while you 
still have time to act, ask your-

self if you’re comfortable with 
your portfolio’s risk level.
 Your relationship with risk 
can change noticeably over 
time. When you started sav-
ing for retirement, you may 
have been willing to take on 
more investment risk, which 
translated into a relatively 
high percentage of stocks and 
stock-based mutual funds in 
your investment portfolio. As 
you know, stocks offer the po-
tential for greater returns than 
other assets – such as bonds 
and certificates of deposit 
(CDs) – but they are also typi-
cally more volatile and carry 
more risk. But when you were 
many decades away from re-
tirement, you had sufficient 
time to recover from market 

fluctuations. (Of course, there 
are no guarantees – it’s possi-
ble that some stocks will lose 
value and never regain it.)
 	 Now, fast forward to where 
you are now – closing in on 
retirement. Even at this stage 
of your life – and, in fact, even 
during your retirement – you 
will need some growth-orient-
ed investments to help stay 
ahead of inflation. Over time, 
even a low inflation rate, such 
as we’ve had the past several 
years, can erode your pur-
chasing power.
 	 So, the issue isn’t this: 
“Should I get rid of all my 
risk?” You shouldn’t – and, in 
fact, you couldn’t, because all 
investments, even the ones 
considered most “conserva-

tive,” contain some type of 
risk, even if it isn’t the risk of 
loss of principal. For instance, 
some investments run the 
risk of not keeping up with 
inflation. Instead, ask yourself 
these questions: “How much 
risk should I take within my 
portfolio?” “How much risk 
do I actually need to achieve 
my goals in retirement?”
 	 Of course, there are no one-
size-fits-all answers. You’ll need 
to look at your investment port-
folio to see if it’s positioned to 
provide you with the income 
you’ll require in your retirement 
years. You might have initially 
based your financial strategy on 
a specific type of retirement life-
style, but now that you’re near-
ing retirement, perhaps you’ve 

changed your mind. Your an-
ticipated new lifestyle might re-
quire either more or less income 
than you had originally project-
ed – and if that’s the case, you 
may need to adjust the risk level 
in your portfolio or make other 
adjustments.
 	 For example, suppose you 
had initially envisioned a 
rather quiet retirement, stick-
ing around your home, vol-
unteering and spending time 
with your grandchildren. But 
in recent years – and espe-
cially since the confinement 
many of us have felt during 
the COVID-19 pandemic – you 
may have thought that you’d 
now like to travel extensively. 
To achieve this goal, which 
will likely cost more than your 

original one, you may have to 
work longer, or invest more 
each year until you retire, or 
seek a higher return on your 
investments – which means 
accepting more risk.
	 As you can see, managing 
risk is a balancing act – and 
you may need to make some 
tough choices. But as long as 
you’re aware of how much 
risk you can take, and how 
much risk you may need to 
take to reach your goals, you 
can develop a strategy that 
aligns with your objectives.
 This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Dennis Antonopoulos, your lo-
cal Edward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert 
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-
832-5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com. 

How much risk should you take before retirement?

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us, and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 

please the Heart of God.              Believer
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RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

508-864-8163
MBMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Maribeth Marzeotti
Broker Associate/GRI/SRES

Maribeth 
Marzeotti 
Realtor

Commercial /Industrial
lease opportunity

21 Pearl St., 
Webster, MA 01570

Description:
57k sf. Building. 
Wet Sprinkler system.
3 Phase Electrical.
New Zoned High Efficiency Gas Heat. 
New Electrical Lighting.
Freight Elevator (3500lbs Capacity)
Rate $8.00 /sf./yr.

Usable space:
First floor 21,978 sf. with 11½ ft ceiling height.
Second floor 22,784 sf. with 11½ ceiling height.
Third floor 5,244 sf. with 12 ft. ceiling height.
Drive in Bay with dock leveler (1)
Exterior Dock Doors (2) First Floor. (2) second Floor.
Parking private gated and public street plus two bay 
commercial garage 20x30x12.

Available
June 1, 2021

Robert Warehouse LLC
Contact: Pete Coppola 

at 508-640-5813

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty - 435 Shrewsbury St., Worcester, MA 01604

Sandi Grzyb
has joined
EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty!

CONTACT INFO:
774-230-3500 | 508-943-6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

•Buying
•Selling
•Investing

“I look forward to 
serving you in all of your 

real estate ventures!”

Not only does the house you’re sell-
ing have a fresh coat of paint you 
changed out the light fixtures in the 
bathroom and upgraded the stove. 
But is it enough to impress the home 
appraiser who’s come to assess 
your house’s value? There are quite 
a few factors that go into a home ap-
praisal.
What does a home appraiser look for?
A home appraiser’s role is to deter-
mine a home’s value by investigat-
ing the property’s location, square 
footage, condition, number of rooms 
and any renovations or additions.  
They’ll also look at recent sales of 
similar homes in the neighborhood. 
So, what are some of the key ex-
ternal factors they’ll consider? Like 
many parts of a home appraisal, 
much of this is beyond your control:
• The location. Everything from the 
quality of the school district to the 
proximity to employment opportu-
nities gets factored in here. An ap-
praiser will also consider things like 
entertainment (is there a movie the-
ater or restaurants nearby?) as well 
as likelihood of any impact from a 
natural disaster (say, if it’s in a flood 
zone).
• Land use. If you look at the neigh-
borhood, is it suburban, rural or 
urban? What percentage of the land 
is used for homes vs. businesses? 
Are there a lot of wide open spaces 
(parks, etc.) or is it very dense?
• The size of your lot. Do you have 
space to expand? A backyard? 
Room to grow? This can affect your 
appraisal amount.
• Access to public utilities. Every-
thing from water to sewage—a home 
appraiser will want to know if hook-
ups are available.
• Parking. This applies to the qual-
ity of the driveway (is it paved? dirt? 
something else?) to the size of your 
garage (or lack of one, if that’s the 
case).
• The year your property was built. 
The age of your property is some-
thing a home appraiser considers, 
but his or her assessment can be af-
fected by maintenance.
• The roof and foundation type. 
Newer homes typically utilize 
newer materials. Same applies to 
your home’s siding, windows and 
doors (anything that’s more energy-
efficient will give your home an auto-
matic uptick in value).

What hurts a home appraisal? 6 common factors to consider
• Square footage. Also, the number 
of bedrooms and bathrooms.
• Basement and attic features. Do 
you have a finished basement and 
attic? Can it be turned into a play-
room? Or is it more of a crawl space?
• Recent renovations. They’ll par-
ticularly look at kitchens and bath-
rooms.
	 While the buyer’s bank typically 
chooses the home appraiser, it’s 
worth noting that the person they 
select is someone who has to be 
certified in your state, which means 
they have to adhere to the Appraisal 
Foundation’s Uniform Standards 
of Professional Appraisal Practice. 
Your REALTOR can guide you on 
this. A good way to think of a home 
appraiser is to consider them a neu-
tral party. Their number one goal is 
to confirm that the price of the home 
is fair to everyone—the buyer, the 
seller and the bank. 
	 The appraisal happens after an of-
fer is made, but before that deal has 
closed.  And if the home appraisal 
comes in and the price is off the 
mark?  If the appraised value is high-
er than the offer, then there’s typical-
ly no issue in terms of the loan, but 
if the appraisal is lower, this can be 
tricky since the lender will only loan 
money up to the appraised amount. 
The impact for the seller is that the 
buyer could pull their offer. This is 
where your REALTOR can help you 
with the additional negotiation to 
keep this deal on track.
Home appraisal factors you can control
There are quite a few factors that 
you have the power to change ahead 
of an assessment by a home apprais-
er.  Yes, things like your home’s loca-
tion or recent sales in the neighbor-
hood play a part, but you can con-
trol any renovations you’ve done or 
will do to your home. For instance, if 
you’ve built an addition like another 
bedroom or turned a dingy base-
ment into a gorgeous rec room, this 
should raise your home’s value.
	 Make sure you hold onto any re-
cords of renovations you’ve done 
and keep in mind that what you paid 
for these renovations may not boost 
your home’s value dollar for dollar.
Other factors you can control:
1. A leaky roof.
One of the worst things you can do 
is delay on necessary maintenance. 
It’s that leaky roof or the deck repair 
you’ve neglected for years—over 
time they’ll become much more 
costly or extensive problems.
2. Dated finishes or appliances.
Things like worn-out countertops or 
bathroom tiles that need to be re-
grouted all have an impact on the fi-
nal assessment of your home before 
a sale. So take the time, and put in 
the money to fix these things before 
putting your home on the market.
	 Just be mindful that you don’t 

over-improve (go too fancy or too 
niche with your design choices on 
hardware or bathtubs, etc.) since 
you want a look that will appeal to 
the maximum number of buyers. 
(One man’s walk-in wine cellar is 
another man’s giant headache.)
3. Obvious repairs.
Let’s say you had someone in to as-
sess that roof repair and you’re on 
it—your REALTOR will make it clear 
to your home appraiser that this will 
be done by the time of the sale, so 
that they don’t take that amount off 
the final value of the home.
	 Make sure to also honestly con-
sider any renovations or changes 
you’ve made for the worse—particu-
larly any amenities you’ve removed. 
For instance, if you’ve torn down a 
wall to prioritize an open floor plan, 
but eliminated a bedroom in the 
process or removed a jacuzzi from 
the backyard, this could detract 
from your home’s appraised value.  
Think long and hard before you re-
move any features from your home.
                                                                            
	 OK, so how about the things you 
can’t control? Most of this comes 
down to your home’s location:
1. The value of nearby listings.
Like we said, it’s not just the inter-
nal factors of your home that make a 
difference—a lot is tied to how your 
home measures up against other list-
ings in your area. (In the real estate 
world, this is referred to an assess-
ment of comparable sales.)
	 In this sense, an appraiser will 
consider your house’s square foot-
age and number of stories in com-
parison to similar models. This 
applies to amenities, too. Let’s say 
your home has a two-car garage. 
What are other homes with these 
types of features selling for nearby?
A good appraiser will consider mul-
tiple properties and be weary of out-
liers. (Say, that bargain listing right 
across the street from the highway 
off-ramp.)
2. Market conditions.
This is about supply and demand. 
If your home is in an area with de-
creasing prices or vacancies and 
foreclosures, this could negatively 
affect your home’s value. But if 
sales are on the rise and the future 
trajectory of your area looks posi-
tive (growing employment ops, for 
example), this all affects the price.
	 That said, if you’re fielding mul-
tiple offers on your property, your 
REALTOR will let your appraiser 
know. (That could be a testament to 
not just value and future value, but 
also improving market conditions.)
3. A busy street.
If your home is off a freeway or near 
a bustling shopping district with 
loads of outdoor restaurants, that 
can lower the final appraisal. 

Bottom Line: Consult your agent—
and a home inspector—ahead of 
time
A REALTOR is trained to foresee 
potential problem areas. Have a 
conversation with them about any 
anxieties you have, but also do a 
walk-through to talk through the ob-
vious changes you can make ahead 
of a home appraisal—all to ensure 
you get the top dollar you deserve.
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© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

Choose Morrissette & Son 
as your installer, and receive:

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & 
Compressor Warranty for 12-years 

(from standard 5 years parts/7 years 
compressor)

-Financing through the MassSave 
HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, 
with processing on your behalf

-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly trained technicians with 

Installation & Service 
-Maintenance Contracts Available

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 less system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

BARK MULCH

508-248-9003

$36
$36
$35
$35
$36
$30
$30

Certified 1 Yard Bucket
Hemlock...............................................
Red Dyed Cedar...................................
Pine, Hemlock.......................................
Black Pine............................................
Certified Kids Safe Playground Chips..
Contractor Grade Mulch Brown or Black.........

Colored Stone: 10 differernt colors

40lb. Pelletized Lime

Only $3.75
(with mulch purchase, limit 3 bags/yard)

Reg. Price $4.75/Bag 
(without mulch purchase)

15 Bag Maximum. While supplies last.

$1.50 
per 6 Pack 

Bark Mulch • Screened Loam • Stone Dust • Colored Stone • Compost • Sand • Gravel • Fill
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7am-5pm

PANSIES
STEP 1 

Fertilizer with Crabgrass Control 
15,000 Sq. Ft. 
Coverage $3499 per bagWhile supplies last.

ONLY

Hanging Baskets for

Mother’s DayMother’s Day
AMISH PATIO FURNITURE

with 20 year warranty

Since 1994 in the 
round building on Route 20

PRIMITIVE PRIMITIVE  FARMHOUSE  DECOR FARMHOUSE  DECOR

259 Worcester Road/Rt. 20, Charlton, MA  01507
www.CharltonLandscapeSupply.com • WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK


