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NEW FACILITY  NOW OPEN!
  State of the Art
       All Temperature Controlled

Reserve today
210 Southwest Cutoff, Worcester, MA    (508) 304-8808

Larry's Landscape Larry's Landscape SUPPLIESSUPPLIES

OPEN 7 Days a Week through Mid-July - Mon.-Sat. 7am-5pm; Sun. 8am-4pm

WE WILL SPREAD MULCH THAT WE DELIVER!

Next to CNext to CVVS on Route 20, CHARLTON, MAS on Route 20, CHARLTON, MA

                  508-248-6004508-248-6004 LARRYSLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COMLARRYSLANDSCAPESUPPLY.COM

Please ask for details 
when ordering

Same Day Delivery Guaranteed
We deliver to Charlton, Southbridge, Sturbridge, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Dudley, Leicester, 

Webster, Brimfield, Auburn, Brookfields, Holland, Wales, Sutton, Millbury and Worcester.

Your One Stop Shop for 
Bark Mulch and Stone

MULCH- Hemlock • Red Cedar • Black  and Brown Pine • Certified Kid Safe Mulch

STONES - 7 Different Colors • Brick Sand, Gravel, Loam, Stone Dust & More!
We accept all 
credit cards

• Basement Remodels
• Additions • Decks
• Roofs • Windows
• Siding • Gutters

A+ Rating

Locally owned & family operated for over 35 years.

Wells Fargo Financing Available

0% INTEREST OPTIONSBUY NOW PAY LATER
R&S REMODELERS 508-943-1703

www.regiscontractors.com • regiscontractors@gmail.com
*Lead Safe EPA / RRP Certified *GAF Certified Roofing contractor *Residential & Commercial * Licensed in MA & CT

• Fully Insured • MA Lic#CS072324 • CT Lic. HIC#0564343

• 3-Season Rooms
• Gutter Cleaning
• Handicap Accessible 
   Ramps

8 Davis St., Webster
508-461-7662

Full 
Liquor 
Service

and 
LaughCafe  &   Lounge

Comedy ShowComedy Show
CALL AHEAD 
FOR TO-GO 

ORDERS

www.bkindcafe.com

HOURS: Wed.-Thurs. 9am-3pm; 
Fri. & Sat. 9am-11pm  

Thursday, June 3
8 p.m.

Featuring Allie Genereux, 
John Flagg & More!

Tickets $15.00

Reserve your tickets at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/153396774883

508-755-5250 
Worcester * Westboro

CLEAN SPECIALISTS
DEEP

The

Inside and Out!

FREE Loaner Car
with this ad

TANNING  CENTER

Buy Five (5) Tanning Visits
GET 
FIVE (5)FREEFREE

1393 Grafton St.
Worcester, MA

(508) 755-1604
www.glow-tanning.com

Concerts are again on tap at Indian Ranch, as the popular Central Mas-
sachusetts entertainment venue swings into what is promising to be a 
stellar 75th-anniversary season.

Indian Ranch back in 
gear for a blockbuster 
75th anniversary season
By Rod Lee
There must have been moments 
over the course of the past year 
when Suzette Raun Coppola was 
burdened by serious misgivings 
about whether a 75th-anniversary 
season would occur at Indian 
Ranch.
 Evidence of the struggle the 
business world was facing as CO-
VID-19 wreaked its havoc was all 
around. Restaurants were limited 
to takeout-only. Work-from-home 
became a fixture. Doors to retail 
stores carried the warning “No 
Mask, No Entry.” Some staple 
products were in short supply; 
and so on.
 Indian Ranch suffered the same 
fate as many other entertainment 
settings.
 Asked during a telephone con-
versation that took place on May 12 
what the past twelve months were 

like, Ms. Raun Coppola summed 
them up with one word:
 “Terrible.”
 Elaborating on this, she said “we 
had to lay everyone off the first 
week the pandemic hit. A lot of 
my food staff took time off and we 
didn’t have any seasonal help here 
in 2020.
 “I felt bad for the smaller ven-
ues,” she said, even as she regret-
ted on behalf of her own employ-
ees the toll the virus was taking: no 
concerts at “the shed;” no music 
on the beach; no Indian Princess 
paddle wheeler in the water; no 
Samuel Slater’s Restaurant wel-
coming diners; no activities in the 
banquet hall.
 Today, however, the proverbial 
silver lining can be seen.
 “We are planning on a full sea-
son…and I expect it will be the 

busiest season ever,” Adam Klein 
of CK Communications Group, 
which handles public relations for 
Indian Ranch, said.
 “We’ll be doing local bands on 
the stage in May and June. Capac-
ity limits as of now go to 100% on 
August 1, and we have a great set 
of shows booked as part of the 

Mike’s Hard Lemonade Summer 
Concert Series.
 “The governor has indicated that 
the August 1 date could move up 
sooner if the numbers continue to 
be good, which they have been. As 
a result, we are extremely optimis-
tic that our July shows will play as 
scheduled” (these include, tenta-

tively, Chris Janson, Ziggy Marley 
and Marty Stuart).
 “The 2021 season includes 
shows from Foreigner, Jamey 
Johnson, Get The Led Out, Me-
lissa Etheridge, Grand Funk Rail-
road, Chase Rice, Kip Moore, and 
more.
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INDIAN RANCH
Continued from page 1

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Souvenirs 
Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

   508-943-4900
154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

behind Wind Tiki in the 
Sterling Realty Building

www.TheBirdStoreandMore.com

4 Cedar Street, Sturbridge, MA
508-347-BIRD

Bir
d BathsBir
d Baths

Get your Yard  Ready for SummerGet your Yard  Ready for Summer
Hummingbird Feeders

Bird Baths 
and Much More!

The Orioles are Back!

 “The restaurant is open 
and has been featuring a 
number of BBQ items on 
the menu” (Samuel Slater’s 
offers indoor, patio and 
beachside seating with dine-
in service on the weekend 
in addition to takeout and 
delivery; reservations are 
recommended).
 “The Indian Princess will 
be going back into the wa-
ter and we’ll be announcing 
cruises soon!”
 Echoing Mr. Klein’s re-
marks, Ms. Raun Coppla 
said “the beginning of sum-
mer is on the horizon” and 
with it better times. “We 
have a lot of big shows 
planned, 38 Special, Foreign-
er, Tower of Power, smaller 
ones to start and larger ones 
at the end. 

 “The restaurant just 
opened for in-person dining.
 “We usually wrap things 
up at the end of September 
but this year we are ex-
tending our season by two 
weeks, to Columbus Day, 
and we will be offering a lot 
of daytime shows.
 “Our campground opened 
May 1st.”
 “We are all into playing it 
safe but it’s hard as a busi-
ness not being able to plan 
ahead,” Ms. Raun Coppla 
said.
 In association with its 
sponsors—Yuengling, Web-
ster Five Cent Savings Bank, 
the Telegram & Gazette, The 
Yankee Xpress/Blackstone 
Valley Xpress, Blue Chair 
Day, Place Motor, Northeast-
ern Oil & Propane, Worces-
ter Magazine and Bay Sta-
tion Audiology—Indian 

Ranch has packed many of 
its headline shows into the 
month of September: Marc 
Martel, 9/4; Melissa Ether-
idge, 9/6; CountryFest, 9/11; 
The Mavericks, 9/12; Los 
Lobos, 9/18; George Thoro-
good, 9/19; HairFest, 9/25; 
Kip Moore, 9/26.
 Long known as “the Nash-
ville of the North” for its 
emphasis on country music, 
Indian Ranch, which has 
been in operation on Gore 
Road in Webster since 1946, 
now offers a range of music 
for fans of all ages and per-
suasions from country to 
acoustic, blues, roots, rock 
and pop.
 Like other businessper-
sons, Ms. Raun Coppola has 
sought financial assistance 
where it can be obtained.
 “We have received some 
PPE loans and a little grant 
from Massachusetts and we 
are working on a Shuttered 
Venues grant,” she said.
 What had looked for so 
long like a drawn-out pe-
riod of inactivity at Indian 
Ranch is suddenly looking 
much more promising on all 
fronts.
----------------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

The Indian Princess cruise boat will be back in the water, on Webster Lake, this year.

While it may seem as though 
time has stood still for the 
last 14 months, there has 
been a lot happening here in 
Webster, particularly when it 
comes to dining destinations.
 Webster has always had a 
wide variety of restaurants 
and very soon we will be 
able to add a few more to our 
list.  In spite of COVID-19, we 
welcomed The Stave & Still, 
which offers a variety of dish-
es using seasonal ingredients, 
at 131 Main St.  
 For smoothies and teas, we 
had Factor Level Nutrition 
open at 178 Main St. 
 If Spanish food is on your 
list, we have two options for 
you:  Just Wing it at 548 S. 
Main St. has Spanish food 
along with a variety of other 
items, including pizza. Carib-
bean Grill and Market at 248 
Main St. has Spanish food, 
sandwiches and a small con-
venience store.

Webster Economic Development

Webster is fast becoming the place to dine
 As we are seeing the light at 
the end of the tunnel, we have 
even more choices coming 
our way.  Monte Bianco has 
moved from their Thompson 
location to 140 Main St.  They 
opened on May 18 with their 
amazing Italian dishes.  Monte 
Bianco will be BYOB until their 
full liquor license comes in. 
 Also opening in May is 
Mike’s Crunchies and 
Munchies.  Whether you are 
in the mood for a snack or 
dinner they have you covered 
at 38 Main St.
 Then, a little later in the 
summer we have an old favor-
ite coming back. Capellini’s 
Italian Restaurant at 141 
Worcester Rd. will be return-
ing with their wide variety of 
food items. 
 Also coming to Main Street 
this summer, at number 175, is 
a new brick oven pizza restau-
rant. For now, we can only en-
joy their beautiful mural, but 

soon we will be able to enjoy 
their food and drinks.
 And let’s not forget about 
the restaurants that have been 
in town for a long time, bring-
ing you your favorites.  
 Listed in alphabetical order 
we have:  
Alley Cat Diner, Apollo Piz-
za, B. Kind Café, Big Belly 
Café, Bistro Eighty Ates, 
Booklovers’ Gourmet, Ca-
kettes, Delray Docs, East 
Main Café, Eastern Pearl, 
Empire Wok, French River 
Taproom, Friendly’s, Gold-
en Greek, Himalaya Wok, 
Lake Pizza, Mama’s Kitchen, 
Mexicali, Northeast Pizza, 
Point Breeze, Rainbow 
Pizza, Samuel Slater’s Res-
taurant, Thai Cuisine, Thai 
Lemongrass, The Lodge, 
The Rose Room, Waterfront 
Mary’s, Webster House of 
Pizza, and Wind Tiki.
 If you need something on 
the run we also have a vari-
ety of fast food restaurants in 
town to suit your needs.
 Whether the restaurant that 
you go to has been in town for 
decades or just opening, they 
have had to adjust a lot to fol-
low the COVID guidelines and 
keep customers and employ-
ees safe.  Please remember 
this if it means you might have 
to be a little more patient.
 Thanks to the Webster 
Development Committee 
for this dining overview. 
  

72 East Main Street, Webster (near CAP Auto & The Flower Garden)
Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 • www.bookloversgourmet.com • 508-949-6232
Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

UniqUe and ThoUghTfUlUniqUe and ThoUghTfUl

forfor
gifTs, gifTs, 
Cards Cards 

& & 
BooksBooks
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Koinonia Summer Day Camp
Insist your camp be licensed!

License #168
Rt. 21, Thompson, CT • 860-928-6420
Serving Our Community for Over 48 Years!

www.koinoniafitness.com & on Facebook

Starts June 14th
Ending August 20th 
LIMITED ENROLLMENT

KOINONIA WILL STRICTLY FOLLOW ALL COVID-19 OEC STATE GUIDELINES

Early Drop Off 7:15am / Late Pick-Up 5:45pm

AGES 4 & 5   $190 WEEKLY  •   AGES 6-12   $180 WEEKLY

FULL DAY SUMMER CAMP
Ages 4-12  •  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  •  (Ratio 12 to 1)

SUMMER SWIM LESSONS AVAILABLE July & AugustSUMMER SWIM LESSONS AVAILABLE July & August

SPRED 
opening
SPRED (Special Religious 
Education) is  opening a 
southern Worcester Diocese 
unit and welcoming new 
members.  SPRED is a bi-
monthly program for intel-
lectually challenged children 
(age appropriate levels) and 
adults  to learn about their 
Christian faith.  Meetings are 
held at the Emmaus Center 
on the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
campus in Webster. For more 
information,  please contact 
the coordinator Linda Brink 
at Lbrink2019@gmail.com.

WEBSTER – The Webster-
Dudley-Chamber of Com-
merce invites local busi-
nesses to attend its 2021 
Annual Meeting, to be held 
June 8 from 5:30- 7:30 p.m. at 
the Samuel Slater Experience 
in Webster.
 This will be the first public 
event hosted at the museum, 
which will open officially this 
summer. Attendees at the 
Chamber’s Annual Meeting 
will be given preview tours of 
the interactive, 4-D, exhibits, 
which tell the story of Samuel 
Slater, known as the Father of 
the American Industrial Revo-
lution, and the textile manu-
facturing that made Webster a 
boomtown in the 1800s.   
 The formal Chamber meeting 
will be held outside in a tent on 
the lawn at the Samuel Slater 

Samuel Slater Experience to host 
WDO Chamber annual meeting

Experience, allowing social net-
working while social distancing. 
The agenda includes a review 
of the past year by Chamber 
President Ross Lavoie, and 
the election of members of the 
Board of Directors for 2021.
 To register, go to wdocham-
berma.org or email director 
John Milas at director@wdoch-
amberma.com, or call 508-943-
9700. Member fee is $25, non-
members $30. Cash bar and 
appetizers, catered by Samuel 
Slater Restaurant.  Sponsors 
for the event are Webster Five 
and Aubuchon Hardware. 
 The Samuel Slater Experience 
is at 31 Ray Street, Webster.
 The Webster-Dudley-Ox-
ford Chamber of Commerce 
is an affiliate of the Worcester 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce, giving WDO members 

of the benefits of the regional 
association. 
 Visit the website at www.
samuelslaterexperience.org. TOW IT - DRIVE IT - DRAG ITTOW IT - DRIVE IT - DRAG IT

WE WANT YOUR VEHICLEWE WANT YOUR VEHICLE

WANTS WANTS 
YOURYOUR

Cash Money For Your Scrap Cash Money For Your Scrap 

SCRAP METALSSCRAP METALS

Local artist Dave Laabs has begun painting a Slater Sheep. When finished it will be dis-
played at a Webster location.

The fiberglass life-sized sheep are paintable and fabricated 
for outdoor display.

Slater’s Sheep Art Project seeks to engage community with new Webster Museum

Artists and sponsors invited to participate
WEBSTER -- Two hundred 
years ago, Samuel Slater, now 
known as the Father of the 
American Industrial Revolu-
tion, built textile mill complex-
es along the French River and 
Webster Lake, including one 
of the country’s first woolen 
mills. Everyone in Webster 
and surrounding towns knew 
the Slater name; that is no lon-
ger the case.
 Later this summer the Sam-
uel Slater Experience, which 
recreates Samuel Slater’s life 
and innovative contributions 
to textile manufacturing, will 
open in the former National 
Guard Armory on Ray Street 
in Webster. 
 Leading up to a grand open-
ing of the new museum is the 
Slater’s Sheep community 
art project, which will rein-
troduce Samuel Slater to the 
area’s residents in a highly 
visible, fun way, tying it to his 
woolen and cotton mills.  
 The museum has acquired 
25 life-sized sheep sculptures 
and is inviting the commu-

nity to become involved in 
this pre-opening campaign 
by decorating the sheep with 
creative images and naming 
them. 
 Local businesses, organiza-
tions, civic associations, indi-
viduals, and families can sup-
port the project as sponsors. 
 The uniquely painted sheep 
will be displayed at various 
locations in Webster and sur-
rounding towns, in sponsors’ 
locations and in public spaces.   
Call for Artists
Can you decorate a life-sized 
sheep with a creative image? 

Local artists and school art 
classes can apply to be on the 
list of artists that will be pro-
vided to sponsors. For details 
and requirements, contact 
Barbara Van Reed at bvan-
reed@samuelslaterexperi-
ence.org or call 508-243-6392. 
Artists will have six weeks to 
complete the painting and will 
receive a stipend for time and 
cost of materials.     
Call for Sponsors
Members of the community, 
businesses, organizations, 
and individuals are invited 
to contribute to the Slater’s 

Sheep art project as sponsors. 
Each sheep will have a recog-
nition plaque that gives both 
the name of the artist and the 
sponsor. For details, email 
Connie Gallant at cgallant@
samuelslaterexperience.org or 
call 508-243-2543.
 The sheep can be displayed 
at your business location or 
at another location of your 
choosing.
Additional Information 
For more information about 
the Samuel Slater Experience, 
visit www.samuelslaterexperi-
ence.org.
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www.coxelectricri.com

WE ARE A FACTORY CERTIFIED GENERAC POWERPRO DEALER

217 Main St • Oxford, MA

508-499-0997
We offer sales and service for

all of Generac’s Products.
Everything from 

portable generators 
to whole home and 

business automatic 
standby genera-

tors! We have Gen-
erac factory trained 

and certified 
technicians ready 

to work on your 
generator ASAP!

Call us to arrange a 
complimentary quote 
for a new installation 
or upgrade at your 
home or business 
today!

$$50 Off!50 Off!
ANY NEW SERVICE CONTRACT
MUST PRESENT THIS AD. MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. 

EXPIRES 6/30/21 YX

AUTHORIZED SALES DEALER • AUTOMATIC STANDBY & PORTABLE GENERATORS

Generac Home Standby Generator

SPRING has SPRUNG!

Ray’s True Value Hardware
22 Howe Ave., Millbury, MA

(508) 865-9037
Mon. thru Sat. 7:30am-6:00pm

Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm

GRILLS
It’s 

Grilling 
Season!

WHEELBARROWS

Save 
up to 

40%

Garden Vegetables 
& Annuals 

Hanging 
Baskets 

& 
Planters

Patio 
Pots 

&
Garden 

Bed 
Kits

After months of anticipation, Monte Bianco Restaurante opened Tuesday, May 18, on Main Street in Webster with a festive 
ribbon-cutting event attended by family, town officials, and friends. Pictured, Chef Manny Campoverde cuts the ribbon to 
officially open his restaurant in Webster. On hand to witness the special occasion were Town Manager Doug Willardson, 
Selectman Earl Gabor, Selectman Andrew Jolda, Monte Bianco family and staff, and State Rep. Joe McKenna.

Grange sponsors summer concert series

                                 

                                  GENERATIONS  
                                                                           A place to nourish your body, mind & spirit  

                     Herbal Apothecary & Gift Shop  
                                 

                         Native American Goods ◊ Pottery ◊ Jewelry 
                             Essential Oils ◊ Crystals ◊ Workshops 
                Organic Herbs & Teas ◊ Honey ◊ Natural Remedies 
                        Therapeutic Massage ◊ Reiki ◊ Meditation 

 
                                escape from today’s stress to an oasis of serenity 
              East Main Plaza - 129 East Main Street - Webster MA  01570 
                508-987-3310                            www.generationshealingcenter.com 

                                                 
 

    
 Night Warehouse 

up to $18.00/hr. + incentives  
Sunday – Thursday 

Full-Time, Part-Time 
and Seasonal

Core-Mark New England
355 Main St. | Whitinsville, MA 01588

Direct: 207.588.3066
 Unleash your new career at Core-Mark, 

Text CORE to 97211 to learn more

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
• ETC.

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS 
IN & OUT

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

DUDLEY – Celebrate summer 
under the stars this year with 
the Dudley Grange Summer 
Concert Series.

 The fun kicks off June 5 
(raindate June 12) at 7 p.m. 
with The Blues Crew, a six-
person family band doing 
“50s and 60s favorites, coun-
try oldies and Blues Brothers 
tunes.” Before the band plays, 
learn the ins and outs of rais-
ing backyard chickens from 
Poulin Grain’s Dan Wright at 6. 
 The following month, July 

10 (raindate July 17), the Great 
Garage Band Reunion brings 
their self-styled “loud and 
outrageous” 60s and 70s funk, 
rock, R&B and blues (with 
six horns) to Center Road at 6 
p.m.
 The third show, 7 p.m., Au-
gust 7 (raindate August 14), is 
still being finalized, but will 
feature music leading into a 

chance to stargaze and watch 
the Perseids meteor shower. 
NASA volunteer educator 
Dino Tata will lead that as-
tronomical exploration if the 
clouds cooperate; bring your 
telescope or good binoculars, 
and we will have some avail-
able for use.
 All three shows are out-
doors, all ages and free admis-
sion on the grass at Dudley 
Grange’s historic location, 139 
Center Road (next to Nichols 
College). Bring lawn chairs or 
blankets, snacks and drinks 
(no alcohol allowed) and in-
tent to have some fun in the 
warmth of a summer evening. 
The series is being sponsored 
by a grant from the Dudley 
Cultural Council, the local 
agency of the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. For more in-
formation on the Grange itself, 
go to https://www.facebook.
com/DudleyGrange.163/. 

Monte Bianco Restaurante grand opening
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Webster - Dudley - Oxford
Chamber of CommerceWDO

2021 Annual Meeting     June 8, 2021    5:30 to 7:30 PM.
Join us for a Pre-Opening Event

31 Ray Street,  Webster, MA   01570

Register Today @ www.WDOCHAMBERMA.COM
Members $25.00       NON-MEMBERS  $30.00

Sponsored by:

Registration 
deadline 6-4-21

Chief’s corner

AUBURN, MA
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 508-889-6363More pictures and info at:

propertyproconstruction.com

It’s

Summer yard sales
The Helping Hand summer yard sales schedule has been an-
nounced.  The time of each sale is 8 am to noon. The dates 
include June 5 and June 19, July 10 and July 24, August 7 and 
August 21, and  September 11. The yard sales are held at Dodge 
Chapel, 81 Hammond Hill Road, Charlton. To donate call Deb 
508-987-0708, Annette 508-347-7596, or Judy 508-248-5580.

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar 
Dudley Police Department
Whenever elections take 
place, signs and other in-
formational material can be 
found on lawns, utility poles, 
and a variety of other loca-
tions. Some people have expe-
rienced problems with signs 
being removed improperly. 
With the local elections tak-
ing place in a few weeks, I was 
asked to provide information 
on this subject.
 People lawfully exercising 
their right to vote must be as 
free from influence as pos-
sible. Voting must take place 
without intimidation or fear of 
retribution. When people post 
signs on their property, sup-
porting a candidate or posi-
tion, they assume control over 
them. Any removal or dam-
age will fall under larceny or 
destruction of property stat-
utes. These are determined 
on a case-by-case basis. The 
severity of the punishments 
will coincide directly to the 
amount or type of damage 
done. Threats of physical 
violence or damage to homes 
or buildings can carry more 
severe penalties. The goal is 

to avoid any of these unfortu-
nate events.
 Obviously, the unauthor-
ized removal or destruction 
of signs is not appropriate.  
Many homes and businesses 
now have camera systems 
which can assist in the iden-
tification of those responsible 
for these actions. We can 
criminally charge someone if 
they are identified engaging 
in these illegal activities. We 
certainly hope to avoid hav-
ing to do that. Proper conduct 
on everyone’s part will result 
in a fair election process and 
limit problems. We must re-
spect other points of view and 
proceed forward in an orderly 
and cooperative manner.  Fi-
nally, please remove signs 
promptly after any election.  
These can be a hazard if left in 
place too long. Thanks in ad-
vance for your assistance with 
this matter.  
 Another important remind-
er is the guidance for behavior 
on election day. Many regula-
tions governing polling places 
are contained in Massachu-
setts General Laws Chapter 
54. Section 65 is entitled “Ac-

tivities at polling places.” The 
law is rather comprehensive. 
It states in part, “no poster, 
card, handbill, placard, pic-
ture or circular intended to in-
fluence the action of the voter 
shall be posted, exhibited, 
circulated or distributed in 
the polling place, in the build-
ing where the polling place is 
located, on the walls thereof, 
on the premises on which 
the building stands, or within 
one hundred and fifty feet of 

the building entrance door to 
such polling place.” This can 
include shirts, stickers, but-
tons, signs, etc. Boundaries 
are established where these 
materials can be displayed 
lawfully on the day of elec-
tions. People should not bring 
or wear anything to the poll-
ing place that may fit into this 
category. Everyone’s coopera-
tion is greatly appreciated.   
 As the pandemic continues, 
we are encouraged that the 

state is in the process of re-
opening. Some mask require-
ments and other limitations 
will remain. We ask everyone 
to stay safe during this process 
and continue to take precau-
tions to protect yourselves. 
Vaccination information can 
be found at www.dudleyma.
gov or by calling 508-949-8036.  
This has been a challenging 
year plus for everyone.  We, 
at the Dudley Police Depart-
ment, greatly appreciate the 

support we receive from our 
community.  
-------------------------------------------------------
 Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments.  Please 
send them to me at the Dudley 
Police Department 71 West Main 
St., Dudley, Ma. 01571 or email 
at swojnar@dudleypolice.com.  
Opinions expressed in this weekly 
column are those of Chief Wojnar 
only and unless clearly noted, do 
not reflect the ideas or opinions of 
any other organization or citizen.  

Protocol reminder when exercising your right to vote
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Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Living well and looking good

To 
your
good
health

The Subaru Share the Love event ran 
from Nov. 19, 2020 - Jan. 4, 2021 and com-
bined with donations from Long Subaru 
Service and Sales departments generat-
ed a $20,000 donation this year to Long’s 
hometown charity, Boys & Girls Club of 
Webster Dudley. 

Pictured left to right: Joe Altavilla, SNE District Sales Manager; David Fayard, 
Sales Consultant; Carrille Dionne, Sales Consultant; Stephen Geer, Sales Manag-
er; Scott Barry, Long Subaru Dealer Principal; Angela Stefanik, Accounting; Marie 
Costa, Accounting; and Abigail Granville, Service Advisor.

Long Subaru Shares the Love
 This is the fourth year that the BGCWD 
has participated in this event with Long 
Subaru and checks presented total $81,160. 
 Long Subaru also supports the BGC-
WD through their Back-a-Kid program, 
the annual Fill the Forester event, and 
more.

There’s no such thing as ‘cure’ for Autism
By Keith Roach, M.D.
DEAR DR. ROACH: A friend 
took her autistic son to a clinic 
in Mexico where he was fed a 
bleach solution that was sup-
posed to cure his autism, but 
instead it made him very sick. 
He was deeply distressed and 
regressed in his behavior, and 
there was nothing my friend 
could do because in Mexico 
these kinds of clinics are al-
lowed to operate with impu-
nity. Isn’t there some way to 
stop this kind of thing? -- P.P.L.
ANSWER: Before I get into why 
this story makes me both sad 
and angry, I want to address 
autism. Autism is an increas-
ingly diagnosed condition that 

includes difficulty with social 
interactions, stereotyped re-
petitive movements and de-
layed language skills, although 
there is a subset of people with 
autism with no language delay. 
It’s absolutely critical to recog-
nize that autism is a spectrum 
condition, ranging from people 
with profound disabilities to 
those who are so mildly af-
fected that the diagnosis is 
very subtle. Correct diagnosis 
is complicated, even for an 
expert. Intellectual abilities in 
autism range from severe cog-
nitive impairment to far above-
normal intelligence. As such, 

the proper medical care of a 
person with autism depends 
on his or her unique situation.
 Although most 
people on the au-
tism spectrum need 
some extra empathy 
and understanding 
in order to have the 
best possible life, 
people with autism 
do not need to be 
“cured.” There is no 
“cure” for autism, 
so when you hear a 
professed “cure,” you should 
be deeply suspicious.
In the case of the bleach so-

lution, it is sadly not just in 
Mexico where this happens. 
The Food and Drug Adminis-

tration had to warn 
consumers against 
the use of a prod-
uct called “miracle 
mineral solution,” 
“chlorine dioxide” 
and other names. 
It is hard for me to 
believe the FDA has 
to warn people not 
to drink (or make 
your child drink) a 

powerful bleaching agent, but 
there are increasing reports 
of its use. It causes damage to 
the intestines, as you correct-
ly note, but may also cause 
liver failure, nausea and 
vomiting, and dehydration. 
There is no evidence that this 
“treatment” is effective for 
any condition, even though 

it is marketed for cancer and 
HIV as well as autism. This is 
what makes me angry: I can-
not imagine a crime much 
worse than profiting off of a 
treatment known to be both 
dangerous and ineffective.
 What makes me sad is that 
I can empathize with parents 
who have a child with au-
tism who want their child to 
be more like other children, 
more “normal.” It takes time 
to come to grips with the fact 
that your child is not like 
others, but that he or she is 
a unique person who should 
be loved and accepted for 
who he or she is. That means 
finding creative ways to re-
ally help your child. There 
is a wide range of appropri-
ate treatments for people 
with autism, preferably con-
sidered as early as possible, 

which is why it is so impor-
tant to make the correct diag-
nosis quickly in a child with 
autism.

***
DR. ROACH WRITES: After 
my recent column on mercu-
ry, a toxicologist wrote to re-
mind me that metallic mercu-
ry can be absorbed through 
the skin and thus mercury, 
such as from a broken ther-
mometer, should never be 
played with and should be 
properly disposed of. 
----------------------------------------------------------
Dr. Roach regrets that he is un-
able to answer individual ques-
tions, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever pos-
sible. Readers may email ques-
tions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu.(c) 2021 North 
America Synd., Inc. All Rights 
Reserved

TLGV, Thompson Rec, TEEG and 
more team up for summer camp
The Last Green Valley, Inc. 
(TLGV) has partnered with 
Thompson Recreation, TEEG 
and others to offer a unique 
summer camp experience for 
6th to 8th graders. Registra-
tion for the camp is now open 
and space is limited.  Visit 
thompsonrec.org or call 860-
923-9440 to register. 
 Up to eight campers in each 
session will spend one week 
exploring the Air Line Trail 
State Park. There are two 
sessions for the camp, June 
28 - July 2 and August 16 - 20. 
Session one will travel the Air 
Line Trail from Thompson 
to Pomfret. Session two will 
begin in Hampton and end 
in Lebanon. All travel will be 
provided from the Thompson 
Recreation drop-off point and 
campers will return to Thomp-
son at the end of each day. 
 Activities include a hike 
to the tri-state marker, orien-
teering, letterboxing, pottery, 

historical tours and more. 
The idea for the camp experi-
ence grew out other efforts in 
Thompson to promote inter-
est in the Air Line State Park 
Trail, including the design of 
an interpretive park at the site 
of the Great East Thompson 
Train Wreck and a multi-town 
initiative to develop a series 
of map-brochures highlight-
ing the tourism assets in each 
community. All of the towns 
hosting activities for this spe-
cial summer camp are also 
members of the 12-Town Task 
Force working to develop a 
master plan for the Air Line 
Trail, led by CT RC&D.
 Funding for the camp is 
possible through a grant from 
the Chamber of Commerce of 
Eastern Connecticut Founda-
tion, The Last Green Valley, 
the National Park Service Riv-
ers, Trails and Conservation 

Assistance Program and pri-
vate donors. The cost of camp 
is $75 per week for Thompson 
residents and $100 for non-res-
idents. Financial assistance is 
available. 
 The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor is the 
last stretch of dark night sky 
in the coastal sprawl between 
Boston and Washington, D.C. 
The Last Green Valley, Inc. is 
a member- supported, non-
profit organization working 
for you in the National Heri-
tage Corridor. Together we 
can care for, enjoy and pass 
on The Last Green Valley!
 TEEG (Thompson Ecumeni-
cal Empowerment Group) is a 
grassroots non-profit social ser-
vice agency in North Grosve-
nordale. TEEG serves the com-
munities of Thompson, Wood-
stock and Pomfret providing “a 
handup not a handout.”
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HEARING AIDS
Only the Best for Your Hearing!

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
                        Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation

and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

Providing hearing solutions to the community since 1981.

www.amplisound.com

ART’SART’S
SERVICE SERVICE 
STATIONSTATION

Full Service Repair & Complete Diagnostic Service

STATE INSPECTION STATIONSTATE INSPECTION STATION  
Commercial & Non-Commercial Vehicles

Now offering Motorcycle Inspections & D.O.Ts 
Diesel and Heavy Duty

Repairs on Automobiles • Motorcycles • Campers • ATVs
Light Duty, Medium Duty and Heavy Duty Truck Repairs

ATV and Motorcycle Tires
Front end Alignments
Propane Fill Station

PROPANEPROPANE  
REFILL STATIONREFILL STATION Propane 

Fill 
Station

6 Oxford Ave., Dudley • 508-943-20516 Oxford Ave., Dudley • 508-943-2051

On Monday, May 17, Worcester County 
District Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. vis-
ited with police chiefs and command staff 
officers of the South Worcester County 
Drug and Counter Crime Task Force.  This 
took place at the Webster Police Depart-
ment.  
 DA Early presented the group with a 
check for $10,000 to assist the organiza-
tion with their drug and counter crime en-

Pictured (left to right): Webster Police Deputy Chief Toby Wheeler, Charlton Police 
Chief Daniel Dowd, Oxford Police Chief Anthony Saad, Worcester County D.A. Jo-
seph Early Jr., Dudley Police Chief Steve Wojnar, Webster Police chief Michael Shaw, 
Sturbridge Police Chief Earl Dessert, and Sturbridge Lieutenant Joseph Lombardi.  
(the member not present  was Southbridge Police Chief Shane Woodson.) 

Check presented to Drug Task Force

OXFORD - Town Manager Jen-
nifer Callahan announced the 
Oxford Town Hall is now fully 
re-opened to the public. “With 
the COVID-19 case rates trend-
ing downward and increased 
vaccine availability, we feel 
confident in our ability to safe-
ly reopen the Town Hall to the 
public,” stated Callahan.
 Throughout the pandemic, 
town hall employees contin-
ued to work in town hall ad-
dressing residents’ needs and 
worked to make more servic-
es available online. Addition-
ally, a customer service win-
dow was opened four days a 
week to allow for in-person 
transactions.
 Callahan also announced 
new hours for town hall. 
“Prior to the pandemic, I had 
announced new town hall 
hours which are more cus-
tomer-friendly in that they 
include one night where 
we are open to the public,” 
said Callahan. “With the re-
opening, we are launching 
these new hours, which I 
believe will be welcomed by 
the community. Many town 
halls offer an evening for 
their residents and this was 
an area where I felt custom-
er service in Oxford could 
be improved.”
  The town hall is now open 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thurs-
day from 9 a.m.–5 p.m.; Wed. 

Oxford town hall fully reopened to the 
public; announces new hours

from 9 a.m.–7 p.m.; and Friday 
from 9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
 COVID-19 precautions will 
be followed inside of town 

hall including the use of 
masks, social distancing, fre-
quent disinfecting, and the 
availability of hand sanitizer. 

forcement efforts in the Southern Worcester 
County area.  
 Partner police departments include Charl-
ton, Dudley, Oxford, Southbridge, Sturbridge, 
and Webster.  These agencies share the com-
mon goal to remove illegal drugs and their as-
sociated activities from the communities and 
provide a safer environment for all the resi-
dents.  The Task Force wishes to thank District 
Attorney Early for his generous donation.   

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, 

Personal Care, Case Management, 
Recreation, Nutrition 

and Transportation Services.

Homey, Fun, Secure, Safe, Clean

CDC/MA  COVID-19 Compliant

Ultraviolet Air Cleaning System
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508-248-1188
SAME DAY SERVICE

Hours: Mon. 9-6; Tues. 10-6; Wed. 10-5; Thurs. 10-7:00; Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9-2

R.D.O. PETER MALY
DR. RENEE GOMEZ

109-6 Masonic Home Rd., 
Charlton, MA 01507

www.charltonoptical.com

Buy One Complete Pair of Eyeglasses get 2nd 

 

*Higher Price Prevails. 
Expires 6/30/21

* Eye Glasses  *  Eye Exams  *  Contacts

CHARLTON 
OPTICAL

ONLY FULL 
SERVICE LAB 
IN THE AREA

Complete Pair

1/2 Price* 
                         or $40 off

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA  
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org 

(978) 562-9182

“An absolute must see  
for history lovers!”- Google Review

Explore Over 20 Exhibits
Yankee Express 

Readers Save 25% 
On Admissions!

https://ahmus.me/yankee

Scan QR 
or visit  
URL.

Good  
Until 

April 30th.

Open by appOintment
Call to set up yours!

new england Home Cabinetry LLC
76 Lake Street, Webster, MA 01570

508-344-5860
www.nehcab.com

Shop 
Local!

Support your community business
Personal Service and Big Savings!

Seated (l to r) Dick Norton, Vice Commander; Stephen Rogerson, Commander and Veterans Service Of-
ficer; Bob Guenther Quartermaster. Standing: Ron Prest, Trustee; Randy Snow, Trustee; John Blissell, 
Trustee; Kenny Kudzal, Chaplain; James Brinker, Past Commander of Post 654 who presided over the 
installation and the swearing of officers.

VFW Installation of officers
On Tuesday, May 11, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
654, representing the Towns 
of Webster and Dudley, held 
their installation of officers 
for the fiscal year 2022.  VFW 
Post 654 celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in March 2021. 
The Post is named after the 
late Charles R. Guenther of 
Webster who was killed in 
the performance of his duty 
during World War I with the 
US Army in the Field Artil-

lery. He was awarded the 
Army Cross along with many 
other medals for his out-
standing dedication to our 
country. 
  The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States is 
a nonprofit veterans service 
organization comprising vet-
erans and military service 
members from the active, 
guard and reserve forces.
 The VFW can trace their 
roots back to 1899 when 

veterans of the Spanish-
American War (1898) and 
the Philippine Insurrection 
(1899-1902) founded local or-
ganizations to secure rights 
and benefits for their service. 
Many arrived home wounded 
or sick. There was no medical 
care or veterans’ pension for 
them, and they were left to 
care for themselves. 
 In their grief and suffering, 
some of these veterans band-
ed together and later formed 
organizations that would 
eventually become known as 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
After chapters were formed in 
Ohio, Colorado and Pennsyl-
vania, the movement quickly 
gained momentum. Today, 
membership stands at more 
than 1.5 million members of 
the VFW and its Auxiliary. 
 The VFW has many pro-
grams and services that work 
to support veterans, service 
members and their families, 
as well as communities nation-
wide. Please feel free to con-
tact the VFW Post 654 in Web-
ster for more information. The 
VFW Post is located in the Vet-
erans Home, 4 Veterans Way, 
Webster, adjacent to St. Louis 
Church on Lake Street. The 
VFW Post also holds monthly 
meetings at 7:00pm on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month and 
veterans are welcome to par-
ticipate in meetings. You can 
also contact the Commander, 
Stephen Rogerson by email at 
vfwpost654@vfwma.org.

 

 

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-Noon
 Evenings by Appointment 

DUMAS
Decorating Center

                 CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • WALLPAPER • PAINT

REUPHOLSTER IT!
Call Dave 

Today!

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT

860-923-9619

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!

RUSMART

ANTIQUE • CUSTOM
MARINE • RV’S

AUTO 
UPHOLSTERY

Ken & Art Clements
723 MAIN STREET, NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

(508) 987-1171

Est.
1947
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WITH OUR GIFT CARD GIVE-A-WAYS!

Explore TheYankeeXpress.com
and enter to win a $100 gift card to either

41 Worcester Road, Webster

or

One entry per day/per person. Contest open May 14 - June 10, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on June 11.

TheYankeeXpress.com

270 Sand Dam Road, Thompson, CT

NEW CONTESTS ANNOUNCED EVERY TWO WEEKS!

or

One entry per day/per person. Contest open May 28 - June 24, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on June 25.

1097 Thompson Road, Thompson CT 567 Southbridge St., Auburn

SCAN HERE 
TO ENTER!

Congratulations  
to Melissa  

Giangrande, the 
lucky winner of a 
$100 Gift Card to  

Major League Roast 
Beef, and Erin Trotta 
wins the $100 Gift 
Card to Catacchio 

Auto Detail.

Thank you to all  
who entered.

Monte Bianco
Restaurante

The Framer’s 
Gallery

VFW Installation of officers
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508.422.0477
31 Thompson Rd., Unit 2, Webster, MA

info@insationtech.com • www.insationtech.com

Mon-Wed 
9aM-5pM
Thurs & Fri 
9aM-6pM 

Sat 9aM-2pM

Programs and events @ the Pearle
DUDLEY - Join The Pearle L. Crawford Library  for one of its 
virtual programs at the Pearle, 40 Schofield Ave., Dudley. To reg-
ister go to www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021
 Storytime on Facebook Live, Wednesdays at noon. Join Miss 
Lida for a live storytime on Facebook every Wednesday at noon, 
and then stop by the library for a free take-and-make craft kit. 
No Facebook account is needed for this free program.  Just point 
your browser to https://www.facebook.com/crawfordlibrary to 
access the video.  Can’t tune in at noon?  Recordings of each 
week’s storytime are available on the Facebook page beginning 
Wednesday afternoon.
 Music and Movement, first Friday of every month at 11 a.m. 
Join Deb Hudgins on Facebook for Music and Movement, one of 
our most popular programs.  Nothing gets kids on their feet and 
having fun quite like songs, dance and silly stories, and Miss 
Deb has been. No Facebook account is needed for this free pro-
gram.  Just point your browser to https://www.facebook.com/
crawfordlibrary to access the video.  
 Seed exchange throughout May. Have leftover tomato seeds 
you don’t know what to do with? Want to try growing flowers? 
Changed your mind about that kind of squash? The Pearle is 
hosting a seed exchange during the month of May – take some 
seeds to try, leave the seeds you don’t need, and get garden-
ing. Exchange boxes will be placed in the library and all are 

welcome to contribute flower or vegetable seeds or take some 
seeds for growing in your own garden.
 Understanding your cat, Thursday, June 10 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Join us for a presentation by Dr. Rachel Geller, certified cat 
behaviorist, as she shares insights into what makes cats 
tick and discusses the typical cat behavioral issues that she 
encounters in her work. Have a question about your feline 
friend’s behavior? Dr. Geller will help you see what makes 
your cat tick.  Considering getting a cat or kitten? Dr. Geller 
can help you decide which cat is purr-fect for your family. 
Questions are encouraged during this interactive Zoom pro-
gram. Free.  Open to all ages, but registration is required.  
Registered participants will receive a link for the Zoom pro-
gram 24 hours before the event.
 Summer reading kickoff event: Tails and Tales with Jungle Jim 
Monday, June 21 3 p.m. Join us on Zoom for our Summer Read-
ing kickoff event with returning favorite magician Jungle Jim!  
Free, but registration is required.  Registered participants will 
receive a link for the Zoom program 24 hours before the event. 
Sponsored by Hugh W. and Harriet K. Crawford Endowment.
Lunch time story times: Wednesdays at noon throughout the 
summer. Story time will be held outside in the lot near the chil-
dren’s wing. There will be a take home craft each week that 
goes with what we read.

  These are geared for ages 0-5. Sessions are limited to 15 fami-
lies. Be advised we will be in a wooded lot so bug spray and 
sunscreen is recommended.
6/23 Fish; 6/30 Unicorns; 7/7 Mermaids; 7/14 Dragons; 7/21 Ani-
mal Safari; 7/28 Bubble Party. Free; registration required.
Make a bug hotel - Friday, June 25 - multiple sessions. A back-
yard habitat series for birds and pollinators. This program 
teaches participants the basics of backyard habitats.  We will 
be making a bug hotel to hang in your yard. This is for ages 6+.  
Limited to five participants per session. Sponsored by the Hugh 
and Harriet Crawford Endowment. Free, registration required.
Make a magic wand - Tuesday, June 29 – multiple sessions. 
Come join us to make a magic wand.  This is geared for ages 8-12.  
Limited to five participants per session. Sponsored by the Hugh 
and Harriet Crawford Endowment. Free, registration required.  
Rock painting - Thursday, July 1 – multiple sessions. Join us to 
paint your own rock. We will have some sample ideas you can 
copy or make your own idea. Ages 8-14.  Limited to five partici-
pants per session. Sponsored by the Hugh and Harriet Crawford 
Endowment.  Free, registration required.
Playful engineers - Tuesday, July 6, 11 a.m. Jay Mankita leads a 
Rube Goldberg-inspired romp into the world of building com-
plicated chain reactions to accomplish simple tasks, from our 
own ordinary stuff. Free, but registration is required.  Registered 
participants will receive a link for the Zoom program 24 hours 
before the event. Sponsored by the Dudley Cultural Council.
Mermaid keychains - Friday, July 9 – multiple sessions. Join us to 
make your own mermaid keychain using yarn and beads.  Ages 8-14.  
Limited to five participants per session. Sponsored by the Hugh and 
Harriet Crawford Endowment.  Free; registration required.

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm • Closed Sunday

626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam, CT 06260

860-963-7815  
ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com

• Packing
• Shipping
• Packaging 
  Materials
• Fax, Copies & Printing
• Document Scanning
• Mailbox Rental
• Office Supplies

Shipping made easy!

1st Month

$500

Hello---
My name is Melissa MacDonald. I am a nurse on 
strike at St. Vincent Hospital, Worcester, and I am 
starting my 37th year in nursing serving the public 
of Worcester County.
 I am one of so many who have spent our entire 
careers at St. Vincent  Hospital. We are asking the 
public for your continued support and to keep us 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
 We are fighting a for-profit-owner, Tenet Health-
care Corporation, which is based in Dallas, Texas. 
They have put profits over patients since they 
bought St. Vincent Hospital. 
 The striking nurses have been waiting for about 
two years for a fair contract. 
 We want Tenet to do the right thing for the nurs-
es and for this community.   Thank you.

Sincerely, 
Melissa MacDonald 

and the striking nurses 
of St. Vincent Hospital

Nurse of St. Vincent 
Hospital speaks out
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CURRENT HOURS 
Monday to Saturday 7am-7pm  

Sunday 8am-6pm

65 James Street • Worcester, MA 01603   (774) 530-6966

Milk, Eggs, Bread, Snacks, ATM, Lottery, Cigarettes, 
Tobacco, Cigars and Smoking Accessories.

We Have tHe CHeapest 
Cigarettes in town!! 

Under New 
Management

312 Millbury Ave. 
Millbury, MA 01527
www.careonemillbury.com 

508.793.0088

Insist on 
exceptional.

Post-Acute Rehab  •  Long-Term Care  •  Orthopedic Rehab
Wound Care  •  Pulmonary Care  •  Cardiac & Stroke Recovery

1085292
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Dennis Antonopoulos 
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St 
Auburn, MA 01501-1303 
508-832-5385

Scholarship recipient
The Oxford Board of Selectmen 
announced that Tianna Wel-
come is a recipient of the 2021 
Hannah Harwood Fund Scholar-
ship.  This scholarship is given 
to Oxford students pursuing 
degrees in medicine and allied 
health fields.  The fund was es-
tablished though the 1902 will of 
Charles Harwood in memory of 
his late mother, Hannah.
 Tianna is a student at Bay Path 
RVTHS Practical Nursing Acad-
emy and achievements include: 
Candidate National Technical 
Honor Society; certified Mental 
health First Aid (National Coun-
cil for Behavioral Health); Cer-
tified Dementia Care; member 
UNICEF Club, member Mock 
Code Team; attendee Vital Signs: 
Understanding What the Body is 
Telling Us (University of Penn-
sylvania); attendee, COVID-19 
Contact Tracing (Johns Hopkins 
University). She is the recipient 

of the  Horatio Alger Association 
Scholarship and Massachusetts 
Rhode Island League for Nurs-
ing Scholarship (MARILN).

                    CONSIGNMENTCONSIGNMENT
FASHIONS • HOME DECOR • GIFTS & MORE

626 School St., Putnam, CT • 860-928-3099
  Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm. • sontheresa@yahoo.com

BUY ITBUY IT
SELL ITSELL IT

Select Items

Appointments needed Appointments needed 
for consignmentsfor consignments

Come check out our 
furniture department

50%
OFF

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

Saint Andrew Bobola Catholic Church, 54 West Main Street, Dud-
ley, will now celebrate Holy Mass on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. for 
children and families.  The Mass will be short, not much longer 
than 30 minutes.  The church seeks to provide a safe, welcoming 
environment where children and families can pray, worship God, 
learn, practice and witness their faith.  Church pews are sanitized 
after each Mass.  We practice safe social distancing with every 
other row blocked-off.  Visitors to the church wear required facial 
coverings.  For more info, please call the rectory at 508-943-5633.  
Please join us for this weekly family Mass as we thank God for all 
His blessings and give Him praise, honor and glory.  

  --Nancy Vajcovec

St. Andrew Bobola’s new family Mass

Bay Path Practical nursing students 
hosted a fundraiser plant sale 

Meghan Reidy of Auburn with some of the plants that were sold.

CHARLTON— The Bay Path 
Practical Nursing (PN) Acad-
emy, PN Class of 2021 hosted 
a plant sale the week before 
Mother’s Day.  
 The members of the PN 
Class of 2021 offered a wide 
variety of plants with appro-
priate COVID-19 precautions 
in place. The fundraiser ben-
efited an alumna diagnosed 
with cancer. The plants sold 
from an anonymous donor’s 
garden which had been 
grown specifically for the sale 
including Chinese Money 

Plant (Pilea), ZZ plant, Tiger 
Aloe, Snake Plant, Jade Plant, 
Peperomia, Oxalis, Pothos, 
Bromeliad, Ivy, Anthurium, 
and Cereus plants. The funds 
raised totaled $505.  
 The fundraiser plant sale 
was made possible by the sup-
port of Khamphan Houatchan-
thara of Southbridge, Meghan 
Reidy of Auburn, Loise Ka-
mero of Worcester, Tianna 
Welcome of Oxford, and the 
generosity of the management 
and employees of Simon Says 
Pizza Chef of Southbridge.  

Tianna Welcome

Memorial Day parade cancellation
Dear town residents,
It is with much sadness that I inform our community that 
there will not be a Memorial Day Parade again this year. 
In light of the fact that the restrictions which were in place 
during the pandemic were not lifted until last week, there 
was no time or opportunity to make arrangements with 
such short notice. In order to plan a parade of the stature 
the Towns of Webster and Dudley have come to expect, 
we would need at least four months of preparation if not 
more and whereas there was no parade last year, many ex-
tra steps would have been needed and many changes took 
place in that year that affect the planning of the parade.
 Please take a few moments on this holiday to remember 
those who have lost their lives in their endeavor to keep our 
country free. This is still the time to show respect by pray-
ing and honoring these heroes who have passed, however, 
there will be no public events or gatherings for this Memo-
rial Day, May 31.
 As far as the veterans organizations in our community 
and the veterans themselves are concerned, we will honor 
our fallen comrades by placing wreaths, flowers and flags 
at all heroes’ squares and monuments within the Towns of 
Dudley and Webster prior to Memorial Day as we always 
do.  We will also make sure all veterans’ gravesites at all 
cemeteries in the towns of Dudley and Webster will receive 
an American Flag and receive military honors by the vet-
eran community. We have already started these activities 
and will continue throughout the month of May.
 Please keep all veterans in mind during this holiday. Stay 
safe. Thank you.

Stephen P. Rogerson
Veterans’ Services Officer/Veterans Burial Agent
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See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

We’re Wide 
Open
Green by day, dark by night!
Come explore our wide open spaces 
and historic New England downtowns & villages
Visit TheLastGreenValley.org 
or call 860-774-3300

National Heritage Corridor

Ticket to Work program brings employers and workers together
By Janet Stoica
People with disabilities can 
achieve and accomplish as 
much as any other employee. 
It’s all a matter of matching up 
each employer with an indi-
vidual’s capability.
 At Life-Skills, it is Kim Lap-
worth’s goal to make this 
happen. She is the vocational 
trainer for Life-Skill’s Ticket to 
Work (TTW) program, which 
is designed to provide work-

place support for individuals 
with disabilities.
 Her immediate challenge is 
to create awareness for the 
TTW program, as she says it 
is underutilized. She wants to 
get the word out to potential 
employees who receive SSDI 
(Social Security Disability In-
surance) and SSI (Supplemen-
tal Security Income) that they 
shouldn’t be afraid to explore 

their employment options.
 The TTW program includes 
a safety net of assistance along 
with long-term support to suc-
cess. “We focus on a person’s 
ability and not their disabili-
ty,” says Ms. Lapworth. “We’ll 
work with potential employ-
ees and employers to come 
up with reasonable accom-
modations for both to ensure 
long-term success. We’re here 

to help people find a job and 
keep working.” 
 The Massachusetts’ Ticket 
to Work program allows indi-
viduals receiving SSDI ben-
efits to work and earn money 
without losing their benefits. 
“Disabilities shouldn’t keep 
anyone from fulfilling their 
career goals.” she says. “Each 
individual is perfectly capable 
of success. There’s a place at 
the table for everyone.”
 The Massachusetts TTW 
program offered through the 
Social Security Administration 
also serves individuals through 
Mass. Rehab. It is a voluntary 
program for individuals receiv-
ing SSDI and SSI benefits.
 Income limits can be dis-
cussed with the TTW counselor. 
Individuals aged 18-64 are eli-
gible for the TTW program. Shel-
tered workshops used to be the 
norm but as things have moved 
to inclusivity and integration 
with all of society, so too has the 
TTW program evolved. 
 Ms. Lapworth has been 
with Life-Skills for many years 
and reveals that she too has a 
disability. Her awareness of 
what other others with similar 
challenges face makes her an 
excellent mentor for anyone 
wanting to become a part of 
the labor force.
 She explains that the TTW 
goal is to help people get 
back to work full-time and to 
transition from SSDI and SSI 
benefits. Potential employees 
are guided and assisted with 
their resumes and with the 
network of potential employ-

ers that Ms. Lapworth has 
successfully worked with in 
the area, matches are quite 
fruitful. “If you have motiva-
tion, then the sky’s the limit,” 
she says. “With some of our 
clients, there is no end to their 
ambition. They want to get 
out there and do their jobs. 
They are willing to be diligent, 
ensuring their success. Ad-
ditionally, with all that’s gone 
on with COVID, employers are 
now looking at and beginning 
to value all who we work with. 
Our potential employees have 
been very reliable.”
 “There are many individu-
als out there who would like 
to try to go back to work,” she 
said, “but they worry about 
their medical insurance and 
if other benefits will be taken 
away. With the TTW program, 
however, there’s all sorts of 
safety nets. If your job doesn’t 
work out, you can still get your 
benefits back. The good thing 
is though that once you get out 
there, you’ll find yourself be-
coming very self-sufficient.”
 Life-Skills also offers a 
Milestone Reward Program 
where monetary incentives 
are offered after one and three 
months to assist the employee 
with everyday expenses.
 “If some employees choose 
to disclose their disability 
to their employers, it’s up to 
them. Our goal is to help 
people apply for competitive 
employment opportunities 
just like everyone else. We do 
assist them in working with 
job boards like Indeed.com so 

they’re working just as hard 
as everyone else out there to 
find a job. Employers do re-
ceive a tax break and Federal 
employers are mandated to 
have a certain percent of em-
ployees from SSDI.”
 Kim will reach out to em-
ployers regarding the benefits 
of having a disabled employee 
on their payroll. She will brain-
storm with the employer to 
assist in accommodating the 
employee. It’s a win-win situa-
tion. “If someone has a career 
dream and is receiving disabil-
ity assistance, give me a call. 
We’ll work together to make 
your goals happen,” said Ms. 
Lapworth.  She can be reached 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., Mon-Fri at 
(508) 943-0700, Ext. 2171.  
 Email: voctrainer@life-skillsinc.
org   Life-Skills, Inc., 44 Morris 
Street, Webster MA      
---------------------------------------------------------
Contact Janet:  jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com

Kim Lapworth
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277 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566277 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-3313 • www.publickhouse.com508-347-3313 • www.publickhouse.com

Publick House
Historic Inn & Country LodgeHistoric Inn & Country Lodge

1771

The Publick House is now open 
for your dining enjoyment.

Indoor and Outdoor seating available.
Now serving lunch and dinner 

7 days a week.
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From Our Family To Yours
Enjoy The

Generations of stewardship and sustainability to keep agriculture alive and well

MULTIPLE COMMITMENT
LEVELS

10 WEEKS OF FRESH 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

JUNE - AUGUST

Food and Fun pull-out section
Save these pages as a guide to area dining and things to do

PULL OUT
SECTION

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas

5050%%offoff
Buy any lunch or dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or 
lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party. 

Not combinable with other offers or specials.  Offer expires 6-30-21

Dinner or LunchDinner or Lunch

Online orders with pickup or delivery

“We are social distant compliant” for the health of everyone.

INDOOR DINING
Take-out Always Available

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Outdoor dining now available

Community yard sale - spaces available
AUBURN— Spring cleaning?  
Don’t throw that good “stuff” 
away. Recycle it by selling it to 
someone who needs it.  Do you 
have an accumulation of things 
that are too good to throw away 
but you no longer need?  Don’t 
have enough to hold your own 
yard sale?  Join us on the lawn of 
the First Congregational Church, 
Saturday, June 12, 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m., for our annual Community 
Yard Sale/Plant Sale.  This is a 
rain or shine event. 
   After having to cancel the 
2020 yard sale we are excited 
to say we are back for this year. 
Because we have all been so 
restricted in what we could 
do this past year we anticipate 
even more people setting up to 
sell their “treasures” as well as 
a larger turnout of people look-
ing for that special bargain or 
those out to get a feel for a re-
turn of normalcy.  Masks will be 
required and all COVID guide-
lines will be enforced. 
  We also will be having our 
Plant Sale. There will be a large 
selection of  annuals and peren-
nials. Those who have been 
buying plants from us return 
year after year and see how 
each year we have more and 
more to offer.  This year should 
be no different.   
   Spaces are available for a 
$25.00 fee; a limited number of 
tables may be rented for $5.00 
each.  We’ll do all the advertis-

ing, both print and digital, and 
will post plenty of signs the day 
of the event at key locations in 
town. Depending on the COVID 
restrictions in place at the time 
we hope to have coffee and pas-

tries, and hot dogs and soda 
available for sale.  
   Due to our central location 
and previous yard sales (26), 
we expect a large turnout.  
Don’t delay, reserve your 

space now by calling Cindy 
Dube at 508-832-6646, please 
leave message, or the church 
office at 508-832-2845.  You may 
also text 774-238-0260. 

-- Cindy Dube

TABLE 3 RESTAURANT GROUP

Dine in, Take out, and Save!

BOGO FREE Entrée
Wed & Thurs when you dine in  

at The Duck & Avellino

$10 off $50 Take-out
Every day online at The Duck, Avellino,  
& Cedar Street Grille, use code SAVE10

FREE Muffin
when you buy a box of muffins (4) 
at Cedar Street Café, thru July 2

20% off Take-out
Wed & Sun when you order on-line  

at Cedar Street Grille and  
The Duck & Avellino, use code 20OFFSW 

Offers good thru 7.1.21 unless otherwise noted, excluding holidays.  
Offers cannot be combined. Customer responsible for applicable sales tax.  

The Duck & Avellino | 508-347-2321 | theducksturbridge.com | avellinorestaurant.com 

Cedar Street Grille | 508-347-5800 | cedarstreetgrille.com 

Cedar Street Café | 508-347-6800  | cedarstreetcafesturbridge.com 
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World

SUPER ROADSIDE FARM MARKET
Retail &Retail &

WholesaleWholesale
Vegetables Vegetables 

& Fruit& Fruit

146 SW Cutoff, Worcester146 SW Cutoff, Worcester
 Open 7 days • 508-873-4408

M-F: 10:30 am to 6 pm  • Sat.-Sun. close 4:30 pm
www.growersfarmersworld.com

Perennials, Annuals, Vegetable Plants and Herbs guaranteed to 
grow in our area because they are direct from the farmer!

Memorial Day Boxes
Made by us daily

www.growersfarmersworld.com 

facebook.ware.worcesterma 

We have a large selection of We have a large selection of 
Hanging Plants and Baskets! Hanging Plants and Baskets! 

WE’RE OPEN

Your One Stop Source for:
•CBD Lotions •Healing Balms
•Tinctures •CBD Pet Products

243B Kennedy Drive
Putnam, CT

(860) 315-9092
cbdreleafputnam.com

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE
10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE

Putnam location only.
NOW THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Celebrating
Our

1 Year
Anniversary

Imported Ham ........................................ .$5.99/lb
Land o Lakes pre-sliced Am. cheese..........$5.99/lb
Roast Beef .............................................. .$8.99/lb
Oven Roasted Turkey ............................... .$8.99/lb

508-943-3303
31 Thompson Rd., Webster  

(in the New Nipmuc Plaza)

FRUIT & DELI

Open: Tues. thru Fri. 9-5;
 Sat. 9-4; Sun. 9-2, Closed Mondays

Delray Doc’sEBT 

• New Specials •$8.00 menu
Chicken Parm. Sub • Meatball Sub • Eggplant Parm. Sub

Lobster RollLobster Roll  
$$17179999

Boneless BBQ Ribs Sub $8.00Boneless BBQ Ribs Sub $8.00

CATERINGCATERING
Full Menu of Hot and Cold Foods

for Graduations, Showers, Weddings 
and all your Special Occasions!

BOOK YOUR COOKOUT HERE
We will come to you and  barbecue everything 

from burgers to a full pig roast!

Limited Hot Meals 
menu for the summer

11 a.m. to closing
Call for specials.

Starting Memorial Day 
Chicken or Beef Kabobs
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers

Plus all our regular menu

MAY & JUNE 
SANDWICH SPECIAL

Corned Beef or 
Pastrami Reuben$999

ACCEPTED 
NOW!

DELI 
HELP 

WANTED

The Last Green Valley, Inc. 
(TLGV) has reimagined its 
annual grant program to fo-
cus on the needs of youth. 
The 2021 Youth Engagement 
Grant is designed to benefit 
youth (under 21) in projects 
to conserve, celebrate or en-
hance The Last Green Valley 
National Heritage Corridor’s 
significant natural and his-
toric resources or promote 
economic development. 

 Projects enhancing access 
for diverse audiences to the 
abundant natural and historic 
resources of the National Heri-
tage Corridor are also encour-
aged. Projects developed or 
led by youth will receive pri-
ority consideration. The grant 
is open to nonprofits, munici-
palities and schools. 
 “We know many of our local 
nonprofits and organizations 
could use a boost from the 

energy, vitality and new ideas 
youth can bring,” said Lois 
Bruinooge, executive director 
of TLGV. “At the same time, 
young people need a support-
ive community around them 
more than ever. This grant 
program is one way we can 
support both young people 
and our community organiza-
tions to come together for the 
betterment of the entire Na-
tional Heritage Corridor and 
everyone who lives, works 
and plays in it.”
 TLGV has committed up to 
$30,000 to the program. Grants 
will range from $3,000 – $5,000. 
Funds will be dispersed on 
a reimbursement basis and 
must be matched 1:1 by cash 
or in-kind contributions. Proj-
ects that demonstrate the abil-
ity to generate more than 1:1 
match will be given greater 
consideration.

 All grant applications will be 
reviewed by a committee and 
allocations are approved by 
the TLGV Board of Directors. 
Applications must be post-
marked or hand-delivered by 4 
p.m. July 29.  Applications may 
also be emailed to LyAnn@
tlgv.org before 11:59 p.m., July 
29. For the details of the pro-
gram and application require-
ments please visit TheLast-
GreenValley.org/learn-protect/
grant-opportunities/
 The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor is the 
last stretch of dark night sky 
in the coastal sprawl between 
Boston and Washington, D.C. 
The Last Green Valley, Inc. 
is a member- supported, non-
profit organization working for 
you in the National Heritage 
Corridor. Together we can 
care for, enjoy and pass on 
The Last Green Valley.

Winfried P. Sommerfeld 
Photography Exhibit 
The Auburn Historical Society and Museum is proud to 
be hosting the Winfried P. Sommerfeld photography ex-
hibit created by Fred Miriani, from the Photographic Pres-
ervation Center in Cambridge. 
 Winfried P. Sommerfeld emigrated from his native Ger-
many in 1945. Following his tour of duty in the US Army, 
he settled in Auburn. When stationed in Texas he pho-
tographed his army buddies who, impressed with his 
photographic skills, encouraged him to pursue a career in 
photography. Sommerfeld returned to Auburn and estab-
lished Sommerfeld Photo Film on Southbridge Street. He 
traveled New England’s country roads, photographing the 
vernacular architecture of motels, restaurants, and the 
rapidly growing automobile industry.
 His photographs were printed as postcards and as ad-
vertisements and publicity. The Photographic Preserva-
tion Center which, with support of Mass Humanities, The 
Dr. Arthur Pappas and Dr. Martha Pappas Foundation and 
the Auburn Historical Museum is preserving over 1,000 of 
Sommerfeld’s historic photographs. 
 Many of these photographs will be on display at the Mu-
seum at 41 South Street. Admission is free to the public on 
Saturdays and Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Painting outdoors
Auburn Recreation and Cul-
ture is offering Plein Air - 
painting outdoors, $20 per 
session, $110 for 6 sessions 
May 19 - June 23, Wednes-
days 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., rain date 
Thursdays. Pre-registration is 
required and payment info 
contact kpappas@town.au-
burn.ma.us 508-832-7736 or 
508-755-3291.
 Acrylic painting classes for 
15 students of any level, pref-
erable some knowledge of ba-
sic acrylic painting, 13 years 
of age and older. Classes 
will be based on the founda-
tional principles of painting 

landscape. Class discussion 
on composition, color, value, 
building shapes and forms, 
light and shadow, and know-
ing when a work is done. We 
will paint at different locations 
throughout Auburn. Also, if 
additional time is needed to 
complete the art work, there 
will a one hour follow-up ses-
sion the next day at the loca-
tion: Pakachoag Golf Course, 
Dr. Robert Goddard Park - Fire 
Station, Auburn Pond – Li-
brary, Auburn Senior Center, 
Water Street Memorial and 
Pakachoag Golf Course.
 Supplies included in cost: 
acrylic paint, brushes, canvas, 
table easels, and palette paper 
pad. Students bring: jar of wa-
ter, paper towels, newspaper, 
or rags, old cookie sheet (to 
hold palette paper) and table 
and chair.
 Instructor Jayne Sarkisian is 
an art enthusiast and a lifelong 
resident of Auburn, enjoys 
painting landscape, sunrises 
and sunsets, and paintings 
that reflect nature. She pur-
sued her talent by completing 
two degrees in Fine Arts at 
Leicester Jr. College and The 

Worcester Art Museum. While 
raising two boys, she complet-
ed her Bachelor’s degree in 
Education, and worked in the 
auto insurance field. In 2014, 
Jayne started a part-time busi-
ness, Sarkisian Studios. She 
teaches acrylic painting and 
crafts to small private groups 
and to large groups raising 
money for charities. Jayne has 
recently retired, is now fine-

tuning her painting skills, ex-
panding her paint business, 
and selling her artwork on 
Etsy and The Discerning Ka-
leidoscope. Jayne’s teaching 
is a way of giving back and 
sharing her love of painting 
and the arts. jaynesark@aol.
com, 508-414-2486, facebook.
com/Sarkisian Studios, etsy.
com/shop/Sarkisian Studios.

-- Kristen M. Pappas

TLGV offers youth engagement grant opportunity
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29 Main St., Webster
www.northeastpizzawebster.com

508.949.3409
Fax: 508.949.0693

• PIZZAS • CALZONES • GRINDERS 
• WRAPS • SALAD • FISH 
• CHICKEN and MORE....

Serving 
Beer & Wine Mon-Tues-Wed

Specials
2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas   $16.99 + tx.

   1 Lg. Cheese, &
   1 Lg.Pepperoni Pizza

2 Lg. Roni Pizzas     $18.99 +tx.
NO SUBSTITUTIONS

$17.99 + tx.

WEBSTER - Saturday, July 3, grab a blanket and 
a picnic dinner for the return of fireworks in 
Webster. The fireworks display will take place at 
Memorial Beach and will start at 9 p.m. Cost is 
$10. The beach will open at 5 p.m. for this event.
Carole Marchand shared this post on Facebook: 
We want to thank everyone for being patient.  It 
was worth the wait.  After watching the trend of 
COVID guidelines and having different discus-
sions we have decided that Webster will be set-
ting off fireworks this year at the beach.  We will 
be scaling back as far as when the beach will 
open and not doing the food trucks and music.  
But we will have fireworks.  When we get closer 
to the date we will have more information on the 
guidelines.  But for now you can mark off July 3 
on your calendar.

The fireworks are on - July 3

Saturday, June 26, 2-3:30 p.m. - 
an author event with Debi Gra-
ham-Leard and her latest novel, 
Wedding Interupted,  will take 
place at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 
72 East Main Street, Webster. 
Free, RSVP requested. Call 508-
949-6232 or email deb@book-
loversgourmet.com
 ‘Wedding Interrupted’ -- the 
4th story in the 
mystery series 
-- takes Gwen and 
her cousin Sally 
from Harbor Falls 
to Cape Cod in 
search of proof that 
her niece is inno-
cent of any wrong-doing.  
 New England author Debi 
Graham-Leard retired from her 
marketing position in the busi-
ness word before writing her 
first Gwen Andrews mystery ti-
tled The Uninvited Guest. Three 
more mysteries have been pub-
lished in the series. Born in Del-
aware, she now resides with her 
husband in southeastern Massa-
chusetts. For more information, 
visit debigrahamleard.com

Author event

Yard Sale
St. Nicholas Albanian Ortho-
dox Church will hold its Yard 
Sale on Saturday, June 19, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the 
church grounds, 126 Morris 
Street, Southbridge. Come 
one – come all – something 
for everyone.

One local concert venue that 
is not missing a beat this 
summer is Douglas Orchard 
& Farm, which has lined up 
12 concerts at its outdoor pa-
vilion for Saturday evenings, 

Douglas Orchard announces 12-concert series 
beginning June 5, from 6 to 8 
p.m. This will be the fourth 
year that the farm has offered 
the live concerts, which have 
become popular with local 
communities. 
 Among the featured bands 
are The Silverbacks with 
late 60s classic rock, the Hip 
Swayers with classic country, 
and 4EverFab with a Beatles 
tribute, the latter two spon-
sored by the Mass Cultural 
Council and Douglas Cultural 

Council. 
 Concert-goers can also visit 
the farm animals and try some 
barbecue. Bring a chair or 
blanket.
 Concerts admission is $10 
per person, under 16 free. 
Cultural council concerts are 
free. Complete schedule with 
rain dates is on their website 
douglasorchardandfarm.com.
 Douglas Orchard & Farm is 
located at 36 Locust Street in 
Douglas.        
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27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  
Charlton, MA

508-248-7866

Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

9am-5pm
9am-5pm
9am-6pm
9am-6pm
9am-4pm

Custom cutting section closes 
1 hour before closing time. Retail Store Hours

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

We Accept Cash, EBT
Visit our website: www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com

Spring/SummerSpring/Summer
SPECIALS 2021SPECIALS 2021

A - $50.00A - $50.00
2 lbs. London broil steaks OR
 1½ lbs. New York sirloin steaks
2 lbs. Hamburg OR
 1 lb. Sirloin tips
2 lbs.  Boneless spareribs or 
 2 lbs. Ham steaks
1 pkg. (1 lb.) Sausage of your choice 
 or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) cooked   
 Chicken wings of your choice
1 lb. Hot Dogs or 1 lb. Bacon

B - $50.00B - $50.00
5 lbs. Chicken leg quarters or
 3 lbs. boneless chicken breast
2 lbs. London broil steaks or 
 1 lb. Sirloin tips
3 lbs. Cut up Chicken or
 1 lb. Hot dogs
2 lbs. Boneless spareribs or 1 Pkg. 
 (1½ lbs.) Marinated chicken 
 breast of your choice
2 lbs.  Hamburg or 3 lbs. ground turkey

FIRST PLACE
Ed Stearns

Dressed Meats Inc.
BEST 

BUTCHER SHOP
TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

$100.00$100.00
2½ lbs.New York sirloin steaks or
 1½ lbs. Delmonico steaks
5 lbs. Chicken leg quarters or 
 3 lbs. Cut up chicken
2½ lbs. Hamburg or 1 stack (10)
 4 oz. hamburger patties
3 lbs. Boneless chicken breast or 
 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) marinated chicken  
 breast of your choice
3 lbs. Boneless spareribs or 
 2 lbs. rack baby back ribs
2 lbs. Hot dogs or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)   
 cooked chicken wings of your choice
2 lbs.  Sirloin tips or 
 1 pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 sirloin tips of your choice

$75.00$75.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 1 lb. Hot dogs
3 lbs. Boneless spareribs or
 2 lbs. Rack baby back ribs
2 lbs. London Broil Steaks OR
 1½ lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
3 lbs. Hamburg or 1½ lbs. Sirloin tips
3 lbs. Cut up chicken OR 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Boneless chicken breast or   
  1pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 chicken breast of your choice
1 pkg. (1 lb.) Sausage of your choice  
 or 1 pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) cooked 
 chicken wings of your choice

Captain Ron’s
       Catering & Food Truck

FRIED DINNERS COME WITH COLESLAW, FRIES & TARTAR SAUCE
BAKED DINNERS COME WITH 

BAKED POTATO, FRESH VEGETABLE OR COLE SLAW.

at Webster American Legion Post
9 Houghton Street, Webster, MA

Catering in-house or to your location
Call 508-943-9039

Beer Battered Onion Rings...........$6
Fried Dough (cinnamon & powdered sugar)...$6
Mozzarella Sticks (6).....................$6
Deep Fried Pickles........................$6
Bowl of Clam Chowder..................$5
Clam Fritters (6)............................$6
Clam Fritters & Chowd. Combo...$10

Hours: Friday 12-7pm • Saturday till 7pm

Loaded Cheeseburger & Fries.... $8
Twin grilled Olde Tyme w/fries.....$8
Chicken Fingers & Fries ..............$8
Wing Dings w/fries .....................$12

All major credit cards accepted

FRIDAY & SATURDAY SATURDAY NIGHT ONLY

Function room available 
for up to 150 people

Available for your event

Fish & Chips .................. $10
Lg. Sea Scallop Dinner .....$14
Baked Haddock Dinner ..... $11
Baked Sea Scallop Dinner ... $15

12 oz. Sirloin Steak 
Dinner $12

Steak & Cheese Sub $9
w/peppers, onions, fries

Many other Daily Specials too

858 Main Street, Southbridge, MA 
508-764-3349

www.FinsandTales858.com

WeddingsWeddings
GraduationsGraduations

Rehearsal DinnersRehearsal Dinners
BereavementsBereavements

Any Special OccasionAny Special Occasion

OutdoorOutdoor
Patio OpenPatio Open
Our TAKE-OUT Stand 

NOW OPEN!
All your favorites: Dogs, Clams, 
Onion Rings, Lobster Rolls.....

Booklovers Gourmet is pleased 
to announce that they are start-
ing in-person events in June. 
Deb Horan requests, anyone 
who plans to attend, to RSVP 
via email to deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com, or phone 508-
949-6232, as there are capacity 
limitations.
 June Art Exhibit - “In-
spired by Nature,” paintings 
by Jean Walker will be on dis-
play and for sale June 1-30, at 
Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 East 
Main Street, Webster. A meet 

and greet with the artist will 
take place on Saturday, June 
12 from 2-4 p.m. Please RSVP 
to 508-949-6232 or deb@book-
loversgourmet.com.
 Jean Walker is a lifelong resi-
dent of Webster. Jean is mar-
ried to her high school sweet-
heart and together they have 
two great children. Jean always 
wanted to paint and was sur-
prised and excited that a paint 
studio opened in Webster in 
2012. The studio was owned 
and operated by Cindy Smith, 
a talented artist who has been 
teaching for many years. With 
Cindy’s teaching skill, Jean 
learned quickly and soon start-

ed getting commission work for 
her paintings. To her surprise 
and delight, students in the 
class were buying her paint-
ings. As time went on, she ac-
quired her own painting style, 
which comes from her love of 
nature. Jean has also taken les-
sons from Pierre Theriault, an 
artist in Charlton. With Pierre, 
Jean took her painting skill to 
another level, learning many 
mediums such as oils, pastels, 
tempera and oil pastels.

***
 Saturday, June 5 at 2:30 
p.m. - Meet and greet with Ste-
ven Rogers, author of Into the 
Room, A Contemporary Chris-
tian Novel & Book One in The 
Accidental Pilgrim Trilogy.
 Can a journey across the 
Holy Land re-
deem a reluc-
tant pilgrim?  
Ben Cahill’s 
life is an alco-
hol-saturated 
mess. After an 
insincere ef-
fort in a rehab 
facility, he is 
alienated from his family, out of 
work, and determined to con-
tinue his habit. To make mat-
ters worse, thanks to his broth-
er, he reluctantly finds himself 
on a twelve-day tour of Israel, 
along with, as he calls them, a 
bunch of Holy Rollers.  As the 
trip progresses, Ben experi-
ences the Holy Land’s major 
historical sites and is exposed 
to God’s word. He interacts 
with his fellow travelers, gradu-
ally learning about their faith 
and their lives. Along the way, 
Ben becomes embroiled in a 
spiritual war, reinforcing his 
guilt and, in turn, forcing him 

to recall his past actions and 
behaviors. He also begins a dif-
ferent journey, one that leads 
him to redemption and a place 
in God’s family.
 Steve Rogers is an award-
winning author and novelist. 
After attending The College of 
the Holy Cross, he became a 
Certified Public Accountant 
and went on to fill various 
roles in public accounting and 
private industry. When asked 
to describe his professional 
career, he uses the phrase, 
“fortunate beyond all reason.” 
It enabled him to travel ex-
tensively around the United 
States, visit Amsterdam, Eng-
land and South America, meet 
famous people like Alan Alda, 
Howie Long, and Earl Ham-
ner, ride in a private jet, tour 
a nuclear power plant, interact 
with members of Congress, 
and, incredibly, stand next 
to Bill Clinton as the former 
President shaved in a public 
restroom. More importantly, 
his corporate career created 
profound and enduring friend-
ships. In addition, Steve fondly 
remembers his time as a fifth-
grade teacher, a role he filled 
for three years between finan-
cially oriented gigs.
 In his free time, Steve loves 
to fish, hike, and travel. His fa-
vorite destinations are Israel, 
Jordan, Costa Rica, and Italy. 
Having grown up in Massachu-
setts, he is a die-hard Boston 
sports fan and enjoys visiting 
Maine every summer to fish. 
Steve, a proud father of three 
adult children and one incred-
ibly lucky son-in-law, is happily 
married to his wife of thirty-
four years, Kathy. They live in 
Richmond, Virginia.

###

See attached photos.

Booklovers’ Gourmet in-person events
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28 Sutton Avenue • Oxford, MA • Rte. 395 • Exit 4B

508-987-2700 • 508-987-2897
www.robbinsgarden.com

Mon.-Fri.8-5; Sat. 7-3; 
Sundays 9-3 April, May and June

ROBBINSROBBINS
Stove ShopStove Shop

WOOD PELLET 
EARLY BUY PROGRAM - 2021

EARLY
BUY

Our Wood Pellet, Bio-Wood, and Coal suppliers have 
listed their off-season discount pricing. Contact us 

now to take advantage of the spring pricing!

www.WoodPelletsWoodPelletsExpertsExperts.com
PREMIUM PREMIUM 

HARDWOOD PELLETSHARDWOOD PELLETS
BLACKSTONEBLACKSTONE
COMFORT PLUSCOMFORT PLUS
FORCEFORCE
HAMMER HOT ONEHAMMER HOT ONE
LOGIK HARDWOODLOGIK HARDWOOD
MAINE WOODSMAINE WOODS
ENERGEX AMERICANENERGEX AMERICAN
FUSIONFUSION
LIGNETICS OF MAINELIGNETICS OF MAINE
NEW ENGLANDNEW ENGLAND

PREMIUM DOUGLAS FIRPREMIUM DOUGLAS FIR
WOOD PELLETSWOOD PELLETS

BLAZERSBLAZERS
MINUTEMAN SOFMINUTEMAN SOF
MINUTEMAN GOLDMINUTEMAN GOLD

PREMIUM PREMIUM 
SOFTWOOD PELLETSSOFTWOOD PELLETS
EASY BLAZEEASY BLAZE
LACRETELACRETE
LG GRANULARSLG GRANULARS
MATRAMATRA
OKANAGANOKANAGAN
SUPER LG GRANULARSUPER LG GRANULAR
VERMONTVERMONT
WOODS & SONSWOODS & SONS
ENERGEX PREMIUMENERGEX PREMIUM

PREMIUM BIO-WOOD PREMIUM BIO-WOOD 
PRODUCTSPRODUCTS

BIO BRICKSBIO BRICKS
CANAWICKCANAWICK
CANAWICK BRICKSCANAWICK BRICKS
LOGIK ENERGY BRICKSLOGIK ENERGY BRICKS
XBLOX 6XBLOX 6
LOGIX-E ENERGY PLUS LOGSLOGIX-E ENERGY PLUS LOGS
OVERNIGHT LOGSOVERNIGHT LOGS

PREMIUM COAL ANDPREMIUM COAL AND
HEATING CORNHEATING CORN

KIMMEL COALKIMMEL COAL
READING COALREADING COAL
BLASCHAK COALBLASCHAK COAL
HEATING CORNHEATING CORN

Pick Up or Delivery Available
Contact us today to get scheduled.

While supplies last. Quantities may be 
limited. Pricing excludes delivery cost. 

Special Pricing is good thru May 31, 2021, 
and is subject to change without notice. 
Early Buy ORDER MUST BE ORDERED AND 

PAID BY May 31, 2021, and  DELIVERY 
TAKEN BY August 14, 2021.

It’s Stove 
Cleaning Time

Call for your 
Pellet Stove Cleaning Today.

Book an appointment 
in June, July or August 

and receive 
discounted price.

$274(Reg. 
$299)

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.

SCRAP METALSCRAP METAL
FREEFREE
DROP-OFF!DROP-OFF!

ACCEPTING ALL METALS!

Washing Machines • Dryers
Water Heaters • Dishwashers

• Air Conditioners •
Cars & car parts - NO tires

Phone Equipment •Much More!

NO CHARGE NO CHARGE 
FOR DROP-OFF!FOR DROP-OFF!

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

“Quality 

at a
$avings”

Building Materials and Supplies
K.D. Framing • Pressure Treated Lumber & Ties • Composite Decking 

• Trusses & Engineered Lumber• Pine • Cedar • Plywood • Roofing • Siding 
• Windows • Doors • Insulation • Mouldings • Drywall • Ceilings

• Flooring • Hardware • Cements • Split Rail Fencing • Septic Pipe • Fabric 
• Gutters • Replacement windows

Sawmill Products: •Rough Sawn Dimension Lumber • Boards • Timbers
Industrial Lumber • Wood Chips • Grade Stakes • Softwood and Hardwood

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”
508-764-3231

994 North Woodstock 
Road, Southbridge, MA

(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
www.morse-lumber.com

Dudley Womans Club completes the COVID Year
On Thursday, May 13, the DWC completed its 13th year with a fun banquet night in the barn at 
Roseland Park in Woodstock, CT.  Delicious dinners supplied by Our Father’s Table  were enjoyed 
as the COVID-challenged club year came to an end.  More than half of the members were able to 
join in for a game-filled recap night of last year’s accomplishments.  Despite the pandemic, DWC 
not only survived, maintained its usual level of giving projects but also “bloomed” (the current 
fundraising activity).  As the photo shows, all enjoyed the opportunity to enjoy each other’s com-
pany and to actually see each other’s fully vaccinated faces.
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New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company.

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company.New England’s Premier Estate Clean-Out Company.

“We buy Comics, Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Artwork, 
Collectibles, Cars, Guns, Toys Highest Prices Paid!”

ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

Stainmaster Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford • 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com • Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

100’s OF ROLLS 
OF STAINMASTER 

CARPET
Celebrating 

50 Years!

BACK
BUSINESS

to

The landscape of business as we know it 
has dramatically changed, but now we are 
starting to shift gears and build back up. 
The Yankee Xpress and Blackstone Valley 

Xpress are offering an outlet for busi-
ness owners with Back to Business - a cost 
effective and strategic way to place your 
business back in the mind of consumers.

Reach more than 60,000 homes this July!

Coming July 9 & 23, 2021
Space reservation: June 1

Reserve your space today by contacting  
Tony Discepolo at 860-884-3389

or by email at
 tdiscepolo@theyankeexpress.com

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment
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28 Sutton Avenue • Oxford, MA • Rte. 395 • Exit 4B
Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 7-3; Sun. 9-3

Stones of Many ColorsStones of Many Colors

Wood Pellets
Early Buy until May 31, 2021

LOWEST PRICES for the 2021-2022 season. 
Order now, take delivery now or 

up to August 15, 2021

RECEIVE $10 OFF* 
any purchase of $45 or more. 
ONLY BETWEEN 7-8:30 am IN STORE COUPON

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
IN MAY ON SATURDAY!

                              RosesRoses

Mulch in Many ColorsMulch in Many Colors
ASTM Certified Playground 
Chips for Playground Areas

Vegetables,
Annuals, 

Perennials, 
and Hangers

arriving weekly

Cemetery Cemetery 
PlantersPlanters
For your loved ones.

~WEEKEND SPECIAL~

Seed potatoes • Onion sets • Grass seed 
Bulk veggie seeds • Fertilizer • Lime

Grey • Speckled Grey • Brown • Lavender 
Blue • White Marble  • Burgundy • River Jack

*Not to be combined with any other specials or offers.

May 30-31
10% off Trees

G A R D E N  C E N T E R

& Stove Shop
Buy Your Pellets Early 

For The Best Price!

*Some exclusions apply.

10%
OFF Weed & Feed

10% OFF

$300
OFF

FATHER’S DAY SPECIALS

10% OFF
GET THE HELP 

YOU NEED 
CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.

OPEN 
7 DAYS

65 James St.65 James St.
Worcester, MA 01603Worcester, MA 01603

(508) 796-5613(508) 796-5613

Father’s DayFather’s Day
For the months of May and JuneFor the months of May and June

1010%%
OFFOFF

Your purchase with this ad
Expires 6/30/21

Specia
l

Specia
l

Pictured (l to r) Jim Brinker, Past DAV Commander; Rinkie Lithicum, 
new DAV Commander; Stephen Rogerson, Veterans Services Officer; 
Bob Mailloux, Past DAV Commander; Al Pizzetti, Treasurer; John 
Wojcek, Past DAV Commander, and Shannon Daggett, Adjutant.

On Tuesday, May 13, the Dis-
abled American Veterans 
Chapter 53, representing the 
Towns of Webster, Oxford and 
Dudley, held their installation 
of officers for the fiscal year 
2022.  
  The Disabled American 
Veterans of the United States 
is a nonprofit veterans ser-
vice organization comprising 
veterans  who are disabled 
due to service connected 
disabilities.
 Today, the DAV has many 
programs and services that 
work to support veterans, 
service members and their 

families, as well as commu-
nities nationwide. Please  
feel free to contact the DAV 
Chapter 53 in Webster for 
more information. The DAV 
Chapter 53  is located in the 
Veterans Home, 4 Veterans 
Way, Webster, adjacent to St. 
Louis Church on Lake Street. 
The DAV Chapter also holds 
monthly meetings at 7:00 pm 
on the second Thursday of 
the month and veterans are 
welcome to participate in 
meetings. You can also con-
tact the Commander, Rinkie 
Lithicum by email rinkie@
charter.net.

DAV installation Standing guard - protect 
what you’ve worked for
You’ve worked hard to provide for your family. Whether 
you’re approaching retirement or recently retired, your 
focus may begin to shift from building your financial 
foundation to protecting the financial resources you’ve 
created for you and your family.
  Standing guard: protect what you’ve worked for shares ways 
you can address key risks you may encounter and strategies 
to help prepare for the unexpected.
 This program will be a webinar held via Zoom. The 
date is Wednesday, June 9, from 6-7 p.m. Speaker/pre-
senter is Dennis Antonopoulos, Financial Advisor for 
Edward Jones (Auburn) and Attorney Brenda Rivard.
 To register please call Karen Rieser at 508-832-5385 or 
email Karen.rieser@edwardjones.com by June 8, to re-
ceive the Zoom link. This a part of a monthly webinar 
series  held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.
 

WWW.FRAMERSGALLERYMA.COM

The Framer’s Gallery
567 Southbridge St., Rte. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-6111

Lasting Gifts of Beautiful Art or Create a KeepsakeLasting Gifts of Beautiful Art or Create a Keepsake
Ready-made frames Ready-made frames & mats & mats 

• FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP • EXPERIENCED DESIGNERS 
• CUSTOM FRAMING • OUTSTANDING PRINT SELECTION
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Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction

• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

• lawn Care • MulCh

Eben Thompson

COVID Store Hours: Tues., Wed.,  Fri. & Sat. 11am-4pm 

The SADDLE SHED
237 Providence Road, Rte. 122, 

South Grafton, MA 01560

“Everything For Horse & Rider!”

508-839-3016
English & Western   -   Farrier Supplies

Western Hats, Boots, Belts, Shirts, 
Accessories,Tack, Supplies & Gifts!

www.thesaddleshed.com

In business 
for over 52 years!

Pets
Welcome!

Living with Lincoln

By Amy Palumbo-LeClaire
My house is not the same. I 
sit out on the deck to write, 
to remember him. The birds 
chirp and call to each other 
beneath a pale blue sky. They 
sing songs of spring and life 
and new beginnings. A neigh-
borhood dog barks from a few 
houses away. Something is 
missing. I sit awkwardly and 
wait for Lincoln to lift his nose 
to the flutter of life around 
us. Satisfied, he’ll collapse by 
my side to do what he always 
does in April—wait for the bun-
nies to appear. But he’s not 

here and, instead, I’m left with 
all that’s left, his memory. My 
heart aches. Simple joys have 
been my winning lottery ticket 
for the past ten years while 
living with Lincoln. Now it’s 
time to go on living without 
him. How did this happen? 
 His presence, like shreds 
of petal swirling through the 
air, are close enough to touch. 
His passing is a fresh wound. I 
want to grab our time together, 
clutch it in my hand and bring 
it back to life like a genie from 
a bottle. I want my dog back.  
 Alas, I’ve gone dark. I’m 
supposed to honor Lincoln’s 
spirit and focus only on the 
good parts (he and I are opti-
mists) but I’m human. I know 
we’ve been blessed. I know 
he had a good life!  “I just miss 
you so much,” I whisper, and 
in my mind’s eye, he faces me 
with his “professor-serious” 

expression. Then he breaks 
into that easy, boxy smile.  
“I’m with you. I’m okay. But 
go ahead and tell your story, 
Mom.”  

***
 Lincoln defied an ultra 
sound report that he only 
had one to three months to 
live back in October, 2020. 
Pardon the male dog expres-
sion, but he chose to grab 
life by the balls and live each 
day as though it’s his last. All 
winter long he played outside 
like a child on a snow day. 
He played Bury & Find with 
his ball, lapped up cups and 
cups of farm-fresh goat’s milk, 
and hiked along trails in Stur-
bridge. He took his final swim 
at Wells State Park during an 
exceptionally warm Saturday 
in late March. He sniffed the 
shoreline, felt the water with 
a knowing paw, and waded 

in. His best friend, Bruno, 
watched him swim with the 
indulgence of a dog whose full 
name, Lincoln Veto, means 
lake and love. “Look at him 
go!”
 Winter drew to a close and 
along came a mild spring. The 
days became warmer and 
longer while Lincoln’s pant-
ing grew more pronounced. 
We discussed summer plans 
for keeping him cool and 
healthy. We would get him a 
kid’s pool for the yard, make 
up an “apartment” for him in 
the cool finished basement, 
and continue to cook his fa-
vorite beef stews, salmon, and 
steak dishes. We arranged 
another vet appointment to 
discuss more possibilities. 
We had plans for Lincoln. He 
knew how much we loved him 
and he loved us right back 
with zero complaint about 

his health. The decline in 
his breathing (more panting, 
more hacking, more discom-
fort) seemed overshadowed 
by his thirst to go on living. 
He still climbed the stairs to 
greet us with his human smile, 
grabbed our socks, wiggled 
with joy when we came home, 
and played fetch in the yard. 
Then something happened a 

few weeks after Easter Sun-
day. 
 We couldn’t allow Lincoln 
to play ball anymore. Mild 
breathing issues worsened. 
Small sessions of play led 
to heavy panting and, more 
recently, wheezing. That’s 
when we knew. He wouldn’t 
choose to stop on his own. 
Taking away a game of ball felt 

I’m only human

Relaxing after my last walk

Lincoln’s last car ride, 

following an April snow storm

Early car ride days with Mom

Bruno adores his cousin, Lincoln

Bruno adores his cousin, Lincoln

Family love.

Largest male of the litter.

Largest male of the litter.

My dog

Happiness
is a ball

Home sweet home.

Soccer

days

Continued on next page

Saying good-bye.Lincoln goes camping
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WALK-IN NAIL SERVICE

82 Dresser Hill Rd. 
Charlton, MA 

508-248-0056

Owner/Groomer 
Meaghan Lanagan www.missysdoggydayspa.com

RememberRemember

MeMorial Day

like murder. But we had to do 
what was best for Lincoln. 
 A neighborhood walk fore-
shadowed all of this. The truth 
passed through me like a lump 
of cold ice cream midway 
through the walk, one that be-
gan as it usually does, with off-
the-leash time followed by my 
favorite routine: Lincoln lost 
track of time while distracted 
by his favorite grassy smells. 
Meanwhile, I walked ahead of 
him for, say, fifty feet before he 
realized that we had been sep-
arated. He lifted his head and 
froze to the sight of me. Then, 
as though we’d been apart for 
an eternity, he raced back to 
me, full-speed, to reunite and 
sat at my heels, smiling wildly. 
We are the greatest team ever! 
 I’ve since read The Rain-
bow Bridge poem, a replica 
of this experience to help ex-
plain to dog owners what it’s 
like to cross over to heaven 
and reunite with our dogs “to 
never be separated again.” 
I felt like I had experienced 
heaven on earth every time 
we walked the neighborhood. 
 His final sprint led to the 
final stretch of our walk. I 
leashed him back up and, 
understandably, his pace 
softened to a leisurely stroll. 
We stopped at the corner of 
Cedar Hill Road and McClel-
lan. “You want to turn around 
and go home, Lincoln?” He sat, 
thought about it, and tugged 
me forward. “Let’s go.” We 
strolled past the field where 
the apple orchard used to be. 
He paused as he always does, 
recalling days past, when he’d 
nose through rows and rows 
of thick field and fallen apples. 
We kept going. But something 
was different. The truth hit me. 
This would be our last walk.
 A driver appeared behind 
us suddenly, shaking his head 
in frustration, obviously in 
a hurry. I tugged Lincoln to 
the side of the road so that 
the driver had more space 
to pass. The irony that we’d 
come full circle to my first col-
umn written (Why I Like Dogs 
More than Humans) settled 

cruelly in my chest. 
 I wiped tears from my 
cheeks. My thoughts ad-
dressed a driver now gone. 
“You don’t understand. This 
is Lincoln. He sprung from 
the ground like a dolphin to 
catch a fly ball only weeks 
ago. He’s just not himself. 
This is the dog in the paper. 
He’s just feeling—” 
 Tears blurred my thoughts. 
I pressed on. “You coming?” 
Lincoln glanced back to check 
on me. “Don’t worry about 
him. He’s human. This walk 
is so much fun! Let’s just be 
happy!”
 I unleashed him for a sec-
ond time at the edge of our 
neighborhood. He visited So-
noma, a friendly yellow lab, 
then found an old faded ten-
nis ball in the Campbell’s 
yard, one I didn’t have the 
heart to throw back. A squir-
rel erected itself from a patch 
of woods, and stared up at us. 
Lincoln froze. A familiar out-
door friend! Ball in mouth, he 
launched forward for a quick, 
yet tired chase. “Good boy, 
Lincoln!” He trampled back to 
me, thoroughly proud of him-
self. “Still got it.”
 More days passed. I fought 
with my intuition. Maybe it’s 
not the end? Maybe there’s 
something I’m just not seeing. 
His love for life, his will to go 
on, was so strong. I reached 
out to dear Golden friends 
and invited them over for a 
visit. Please. Just tell me he’s 
going to be fine. Talk me out 
of what’s happening. You 
know more.

***
The skies produced a rare 
snowstorm on Friday, April 
16, a mirror to the day he 
was born on December 26, 
2010. He laid vulnerable in 
the foyer upstairs; paws out-
stretched amid heavy breath-
ing. He needed help. Panic 
pressed against my forehead 
while I made phone calls. 
Everyone was busy, booked, 
overwhelmed. Everyone ex-
cept his former veterinarian, 
Dr. Golden of Sutton Animal 
Hospital. She was available 

LINCOLN VETO LECLAIRE
December 26, 2010 – April 16, 2021

“Live Life to the Fullest. 
Love Openly. Grab a Ball.”

at 12:30. Finally. A bright 
light. 
 My husband got the car 
started. Lincoln grabbed 
his ball, waited for me to 
grab my pocketbook and 
tap danced to the prospect 
of going for a ride. His eyes 
were bright with enthusiasm. 
We’re going for a ride! He 
could hardly wait.  
 Due to COVID restrictions, 
the office staff banned us from 
attending the preliminary 
exam. “Please,” I begged. 
“His condition is critical. He 
will get stressed and won’t be 
able to breathe.” My over-the-
phone request was declined. 
 He was led on a short leash 
from our backseat. My hus-
band and I held on. We could 
barely breathe ourselves. 
Within minutes, Lincoln ar-
rived back at the car, gasping 
for air. He collapsed in a slush 
puddle, panting and smiling 
like a wolf, paws forward. 
“He’s far too distressed to 
come in,” the vet tech said. I 
swallowed the bitter taste of 
“I knew that” and opened the 
back door for Lincoln to jump 
back in. Home. He pasted his 
eyes to mine and struggled 
to calm down. But he was 
relieved. That much I was 
sure of. We’re together again. 
Raw, blustery wind and rain 
rushed into the car. Dr. Gold-
en appeared at the passenger 
window within minutes. She 
told us what to expect.  

***
 I sit in the backseat be-
side Lincoln. He’s calmed 
down nicely. He lifts a big, 
strong paw for me to hold. 
Our eyes lock. I cannot find 
words. Fresh tears rain and 
rain down my face. My dog, 
my dog. Why this? Lincoln 
licks away a steady stream of 
tears.  “I’m okay, Mom. I’m so 
happy we’re together. This is 
the right thing.” 
 “I’m not ready, Lincoln. 
Please. Please, hold on.” My 
pain is excruciating, irrational. 
 “Thank you for loving me 
always. Thank you for under-
standing me and taking me for 
rides and pouring me goat’s 

milk. I’m okay, Mom. You are 
the best. I feel so relieved to be 
with you right now.” He rests 
his head on my lap and calms 
down to a peaceful awareness. 
The dark of our plight recedes 
back like a wave at the shore-
line, breaking then unfolding 
to an intense beauty. I pet his 
soft head while he rests com-
fortably on my lap. “Lincoln 
can come too,” I speak his 
language. I repeat the phrase 
over and over again. He lis-
tens, raises a sleepy eye. “Lin-
coln can come too. Where do 
you want to go next? You are 
a good boy.” All that’s wrong 
crumbles around us like a fall-
ing tower while the two of us, 
kindred spirits, rest in final 
moments of peace and I’m 
blessed a thousand times by 
my dog’s unconditional love. 
Lincoln goes to sleep.

***
 Lincoln never asked for 
much, only to be together. 
Like me, he was always up 
for adventure. I’m so honored 
and proud to have given him 
exactly what he needed, over 
and over again. I’ll go on Liv-
ing with Lincoln in my heart 
and writing about him in 
honor of so many who loved 
him and saw their own dogs 
through a story told in the 
voice of a true Dog Person. 
He was the first pick of the 
litter, the largest male and 
last surviving pup, son of Sox 
and Tickles of Twin Beau D 
Kennel. I imagine him cross-
ing over to miles and miles of 
glistening lake and baseball 
fields of rich greens and golds. 
I imagine that someday he’ll 
freeze to the sight of me, only 
this time he’ll find me seated 
on the ground, arms wide 
open. He’ll race towards me 
until we meet again. Then I’ll 
fold my arms around him, col-
lapse and, this time, he’ll lick 
away tears of joy. 
 Stay tuned for Lincoln’s up-
coming book, a compilation of 
columns (first published here!) 
that have made you laugh, cry, 
and nod your head knowingly. 
Please write to me at amyl-
eclaire@hotmail.com.

For Amy
When tomorrow starts without meWhen tomorrow starts without me
When tomorrow starts without me,
and I’m not there to see;
The sun will rise and find your eyes
All filled with tears for me.
I know how much you love me,
As much as I love you,
And each time that you think of me,
I know you’ll miss me too.
But when tomorrow starts without me,
Please try to understand,
That an angel came and called my name
And petted me with her hand.
I thought about our lives together;
I know you must be sad,
I thought of all the love we shared,
And all the fun we had.
So when tomorrow starts without me,
Don’t think we’re far apart.
For every time you think of me,
I’m right there in your heart.

-Author unknown

All our love Amy, 
from the staff at The Yankee Xpress and 
The Blackstone Valley Xpress. 
We all love Lincoln.

Continued

WHITCOPRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons

MATTRESS
SALE!

TWIN: Reg. $299

NOW $17999

FULL: Reg. $499

NOW $25999

QUEEN: Reg. $599

NOW $28999

Mon.Fri. 10-8; Sat. 9-8; Sun. 10-7

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9343

MEMORIAL DAY SALE - 100s OF DEALSMEMORIAL DAY SALE - 100s OF DEALS
Over 1,000 ACs in stockOver 1,000 ACs in stock

1000s OF APPLIANCES
IN STOCK FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY

DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $39999

$34999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $79999

$69999

DELUXE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $49999

$47999

5 CU FT
CHEST FREEZER

$19999

FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR 
ELECTRIC RANGE

Reg. $49999

$44999

KITCHENAID
DISHWASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

MAYTAG
TOP WASHER

Reg. $69999

$65999

GE STAINLESS
SMOOTH TOP STOVE

Reg. $64999

$59999

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $169999

$109999

DELUXE ELECTRIC
DRYER

Reg. $49999

$44999

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $21899

$18899

GE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $84999

$69999

TV SALE
75” LG Reg. $999.99 $849.99
55” TV Reg. $399.99 $369.99
65” LG Reg. $699.99 $549.99
43” LG Reg. $399.99 $339.99
32” Smart TV Reg. $169.99 $139.99
50” LG Reg. $799.99 $349.99
86” LG Reg. $1999.99 $1799.99

KAYAKS
IN STOCK

GRILL GRILL 
SALESALE

OVER 1,500 BICYCLES IN STOCK

100s of
FREEZERS

IN STOCK!

PROPANE
FIRE
PITS

Open
Memorial Day

10am-7pm
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Payments as low as $50 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Come Check Out Our Prices!
FARRAR Auto Body, Inc.

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

Bad Credit 
No Credit 

No Problem
We Finance 
everyone!

HE
RE

HE
REBuy PAy

Monday- Friday 7:30am- 5pm
Saturday- 7:30- 3pm (November 1st- April 31st)

 24 Hour Emergency Service
 Automatic Delivery
 Fuel Assistance Accepted
 Licensed In House Technicians  

  (NO subcontracting)
 Burner Service
 Oil Tank Installations

  (Free Estimates)

NEW OFFICE LOCATION IN SOUTHBRIDGE | 34 NEWMAN AVE.

DELIVERY AREAS
Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, Cherry Valley, Dudley, 
East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North Brookfield, 

North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 
Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Connecticut: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock. 

NOW HIRING: Receptionists, Oil Drivers & Licensed Technicians

5¢
OFF

Must present coupon. 
Offer cannot be combined.

PER GALLON
OF OIL

OF 175 GALLONS 
OR MORE

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30-2pm

Cruising scene 2021                                                                 

Specializing in new and USed TireS

508-248-4811508-248-4811
1 Horne Homestead Rd. (Rt. 20), Charlton, MA 01507
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8:30 to 5:00 / Saturday 8:30 to 2:00

Website: dickstirebarn.com • Email: dickstire03@aol.com

TPMS Sales & Service

Most brands 
not in stock 
can usually 
be ordered 
in one day

We Buy Used Tires

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Five years of Buckleupallofus cruisin’ safety car shows
By Jim Weicherding 
Tri-State Cruisers Classic Car 
Club hosted the very first 
Buckleupallofus Cruisin’ Safe-
ty Car Show in Pomfret, Con-
necticut on Saturday, May 15. 
 The weather was beautiful 

and the turnout was huge. 
Plenty of kids attended with 
their parents and a lot of pho-
tos were taken of kids with the 
giant Buckleupallofus balloon 
attraction on display in the 

field adjacent to Pizza 101. 
Even some of the teenagers 
were posing with Bucky for 
photos to share on social me-
dia all afternoon. They also 
took home Bucky coloring 

books and coloring posters to 
learn about Buckle Up Safety. 
 Buckleupallofus has been 
cruisin’ from one classic car 
and truck show and cruise 
night after another for the past 

five years. Bucky is always 
in demand and showcases 
at more than one hundred 
of these automotive events 
reminding kids, teens and 
adults to always wear seat-
belts and make sure kids are 
safely restrained in the back 
booster seats that are prop-
erly installed. 
 Buckleupallofus Child Pas-
senger Safety Campaign is an 
award-winning traffic safety 
campaign recognized by the 

US Department of Transporta-
tion, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Safe 
Kids USA, Safe Kids World-
wide, American Academy of 
Pediatrics and many state and 
local municipalities across 
America. 
 Car shows and cruise nights 
are the most popular events 
for Bucky throughout the 
cruisin’ season. Hope to see 
you at one. Remember to al-
ways buckle up.

Helgerson’s is taking applications for the following positions:

•Class A CDL Drivers
•Class B CDL Drivers

•Laborer
Benefits Include:
•100% paid Medical Insurance premiums
•STD & Life Insurance
•Simple IRA, with matched contribution
•Paid Time Off
•Paid Uniforms
•On-Call Incentive Pay
•Annual Bonus (based on Company performance) 

Laborer must be 18.  Pay is based on experience.  
Visit our Website at 

www.helgersonexcavating.com
Interested applicants may direct questions and 

application requests to 
Jessica Pinto-Boniface at 508.248.7242

JEFF D. HELGERSON EXCAVATING, INC.

“HELGERSON’S”
79 Bay Path Road,  Charlton, MA 01507

508.248.7242 • Fax 508.248.4654
www.helgersonexcavating.com

** NOW HIRING **



I have read for certain qualified vehicles, has warranties on 
timing chains and timing chain tensioners have been extended 
by Volkswagen to 10 years or 100,000 miles. This leads me to 
believe that the timing chain typically fails earlier in the life of 
the engine and perhaps you and your car are one of the lucky 
ones. Regarding the rear main oil leak, it will not get any better 
by itself, but it may not get any worse. So perhaps in the case of 
the oil leak “watchful waiting” makes the most sense. Regarding 
additives that stop leaks, I am generally not a fan, but I haven’t 
seen any that cause harm.  Some readers have told me of suc-
cess using “high-mileage” oil that has additives to stop or slow 
leaks. Perhaps try that oil on your vehicle’s next oil change. 

I’m in the market for an SUV, however I find that most 
of the SUVs are all-wheel-drive which I don’t feel I need 
as I drive only four thousand miles a year and I don’t 

drive in the snow.  Besides traction on slippery roads why do I 
need a vehicle with AWD.  Is AWD standard on most SUVs or 
is there an option?

All wheel drive offers better traction in all driving con-
ditions, but even all-wheel-drive, as good as it is, can’t 
change the law of physics. Here in the Northeast most 

sport utility vehicles are all-wheel-drive; in Southern states that 
isn’t always the case. The other issue is that if you order an SUV 
in front-wheel-drive, when it comes time to trade it in, it will 
have less value than a comparable AWD SUV. Depending on 
your budget, the Kia Soul (FWD only vehicle) has the utility of 
an SUV. If you wanted to move upscale, a Volvo wagon is always 
a good choice.  

I am considering a new car with pushbutton start and key-
less entry. What does AAA do when the battery in a key-
less entry car dies, you are on the road and locked out?

The key-fob contains a hidden key that, in most cases, 
slides out of the key fob. The key is then used to open 
the locked car. In nearly every car there is at least one 

door lock (it may be hidden under some trim on the door han-
dle. Once inside depending on the car, there is a spot to hold 
the key-fob while pushing the start button. Even a key-fob with 
a nearly dead battery has enough energy to communicate with 
the car to get the engine started. 

Our mechanic is suggesting that we change the timing 
belt/chain on our 2013 VW Beetle-Fender edition. The 
reason is that the engine is a 2.0-liter four-cylinder, and it 
is an inherent problem that the timing belt/chain breaks 

or comes off and destroys the engine. The mileage on the car 
is 107,000, and I intend to drive it for a few more years. The me-
chanic also says that the rear main seal is leaking a little bit and 
should be replaced. Should we do this work as well or just put 
an additive in to possibly correct the problem. The mechanic 
said an additive could cause more of a leak. It’s approximate-
ly $1,400.00 to change the rear main seal. Please advise if the 
timing belt/chain issue is something that should be done, and 
when. Are you aware if VW has any sort of recall regarding this 
issue or will pay for this work to be done?

In certain model Volkswagens with this engine, the tim-
ing chain (which typically lasts the life of the car) failed 
early. There was a class action lawsuit that, from what 

I have a 2006 Ford Mustang GT.  The headlight lens/
covers (which are plastic and part of the headlights) 
are very fuzzy and cloudy.  I have tried the headlight 
cleaners in the auto store to no avail.  I have also tried 

scrub pads I read about online, but still not good.  Any sugges-
tions what to do?  New headlights are $400 apiece. 

At 15 years old the plastic may have deteriorated to a 
point where they cannot be polished back to satisfacto-
ry performance. Although the factory headlamp assem-

blies are $400 each, you could try an aftermarket replacement. I 
have seen CAPA (Certified Auto Parts Association) approved re-
placement headlight assemblies including the bulb for $80 each 
online. The new light will improve the headlight performance as 
well as the appearance of the car. 

The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • May 28, 2021   23

The Car Doctor

Q.
A.

A.

Q.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other 
popular podcast sites. Email your 
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul

Q.

M&M Auto Body
7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070

mm.auto@verizon.net

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

R.S. #3926

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

Q.

A.

A.

*See dealer for details. Leases are 36 mos. (Murano 24 mos.) with $2,999 down plus tax, title, reg. 1st pymt. sec. acq. and dealer fees due at signing. 12k allowed miles per year. All rebates to dealer. Must secure Tier 1 with NMAC. 
In stock vehicles only. Pricing includes college grad/military or NMAC Loyalty. Pictures are for illustrative purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offer expires 5/31/21.

2018 
LEXUS 350L
3rd row, 22,855 miles

2016 FORD 
F-250

w/plow, ONLY 11K miles!

$40,950 #21145A

2012 NISSAN 
ALTIMA

ONLY 77K

$9,950

$35,950

$13,950
2018 NISSAN 
SENTRA SR 

w/Navigation

2017 JEEP 
CHEROKEE

#P6782A

#21306A

#P6542A

ROUTE 20 
508-832-9611

www.berteranissan.com

36 months
$236 month

w/$1,999 down
10,000 miles per year

2021 Rogues 2021 Rogue
Sport

2016 HONDA 
ACCORD EX-L

$16,950 $11,550 #20918A#20872B

MSRP $28,865

0% 
for 60 mos.

#21332

2021 Nissan 
NV200

$24,871

2020 Nissan 
Murano SV  

$29,987

NEW

         $38,640 MSRP
     - $  8,653 Discount

NEW

B & M and SONS
AUTO REMOVAL

“Buyers of ALL Scrap
Cars, Trucks and Catalytic Converters”

HIGHEST PRICES PAIDHIGHEST PRICES PAID

(508) 873-6112 508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

Al’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish 
Provides
• Dumpster Rental 
    Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle  

Serving the Blackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL SPECIAL!RENTAL SPECIAL!

SUTTON, MILLBURY and GRAFTONSUTTON, MILLBURY and GRAFTON

10 yard    $300      10 yard    $300      
15 yard    $350    15 yard    $350    
20 yard    $47520 yard    $475

3 DAY RENTAL 3 DAY RENTAL 
ONLY !!ONLY !!

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job...no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• Environmentally Friendly
• No job too small

SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE
SERVING WORCESTER COUNTY

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom-Concrete: Buy only the quantity you need.
NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

Sidewalk & curb repair - concrete finishing services available
Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners       Contractors

Tales from beyond

By Thomas D’Agostino
The Union Cemetery in Mon-
roe, Connecticut, dates back 
to the 1600s. The ancient buri-
al ground has for centuries be-
come a focal point for haunts 
and tragedy. The ghost of a 
woman, known as the “White 
Lady,” is often witnessed 
floating about the tombstones 
in a certain section of the 
cemetery. She is dressed in 
a white gown, some say it is 
a wedding gown, with her 
dark hair flowing from what 
looks like a veil. She some-
times appears in the road 
along Route 59, also known 
as Sport Hill Road. Many 

unsuspecting motorists have 
“hit” the White Lady as she 
suddenly materialized out 
of nowhere. When they stop 
to check out the scene, they 
not only find no evidence of a 
woman dressed in white but 
there is no damage to their 
automobile.
 Countless witnesses claim 
to have seen the White Lady. 
Some have even taken photos 
of the ghost that has roamed 
the area of the Union Cem-
etery for almost a century. 
Famous ghost investigators 
Ed and Lorraine Warren are 
among the lucky who have 

photographed the Lady in 
White in Union Cemetery.
 An itinerant wandering 
through Monroe in search 
of a place to stay saw the hill 
above Union Cemetery as 
a safe haven for the night. It 
was a balmy summer evening 
so sleeping under the stars 
was a pleasant experience 
for the vagabond. That is 
until he mysteriously woke 
up from a sound sleep and 
looked down into the burial 
ground. There he spied a 
strange glow moving about 
the tombstones. Curious, yet 
cautious as to the origin of 

the glow, he ambled down 
the hill for a better look. He 
could now easily see that it 
was the figure of a woman in 
a white gown wearing a veil. 
Then in an instant she was 
gone, and the graveyard was 
once again dark, quiet, and 
tranquil.
 There are a lot of possibili-
ties as to who the white ghost 
that wanders the area may 
be. Some say she is the spirit 
of Ellen Smathers whose 
husband was murdered by 
Richard Dean Jason. Jason 
was so infatuated with Mrs. 
Smathers that he concocted a 
plan to get rid of the husband 
then make his move in woo-
ing the woman. He did away 
with John Smathers, filled 
his pockets with iron weights 
and threw him into a sink-
hole behind the church near 
the graveyard. Jason was 
caught, convicted and spent 
the rest of his life in prison.

tino.com.

Union Cemetery known for haunts and tragedy

 Another prime candidate 
might be the soul of Ethel 
Hutchinson Knott, wife of 
George Knott whom Elwood 
Wade murdered in 1920 after 
an argument at the Knott resi-
dence. The two concocted to 
murder the husband but were 
caught and brought to justice.  
Mrs. Knott spent the rest of 
her life in prison and Wade 
was hanged for the murder. 
There are no records of Mrs. 
Knott per se after that, but it 
is conceivable that she may 
be haunting the area looking 
for restitution or a chance to 
tell her side of the story. She 
could be bound to the locale 
by eternal remorse. Again, no 
one knows for sure.

 There are other sightings 
of odd ghosts in the area of 
the cemetery. One caretaker 
saw the countenance of a 
man dressed in furs with a 
raccoon skin cap. It was obvi-
ous that he was from centu-
ries gone by. He encountered 
the ghost twice, once with a 
friend as a witness. There is a 
lot of urban legend surround-
ing the area as well. It seems 
to be a place where energy, 
both positive and negative 
can dwell and nurture for a 
very long time. 
 Did the settlers realize 
they were burying their loved 
ones in a ground so alive with 
energy? 
 Maybe they knew and ac-
tually buried them in hopes 
that they might come back. 
Or, it could be that they got 
more than what they bar-
gained for when the misty 
figures began moving about 
the stones during the witch-
ing hour.
----------------------------------------------------
Thomas D’Agostino and 
his wife Arlene Nicholson 
are seasoned paranormal 
investigators, authors, and 
co-organizers of Paranormal 
United Research Society. You 
can find out more about them 
by visiting www.tomdagos-
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Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm • Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

SALES & 
SERVICE

Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 • 860-923-9100 • 860-923-2626

www.AmericanRentAll.com

•Self Storage
•Climate Controlled Areas
•Honda Generators/Mowers
•Moving Supplies
•Propane

and American Self Storage

Inquire within or call for details.

Sponsored by
Oxford Ins. Agency   
300 Main St., Oxford 
508-987-0333
pcoyle@oxfordinsurance.com

Peter 
Coyle

Pete’s Sports

BHS head coach Dane Laboissonniere (right) addresses his team following the win over 
Southbridge in the postponed Thanksgiving Day football game. He noted that the seniors 
have the distinction of beating their rival for all four of their high school years. This was his 
final on-field talk with the team as he has decided to retire. Good luck, coach.

School sports “wedge season” filled a void
The high school “wedge 
season” is complete and the 
MIAA hit a home run by fol-
lowing their plan and they 
deserve credit. 
 The kids got a half season 
in games played in football, 
soccer, and field hockey and 
they gave all of us hope and 

enthusiasm after COVID-19 
that paralyzed us since Feb-
ruary 2020. 
 The breakout wedge sea-
son from COVID was coura-
geous for anyone who was 
involved in the day-to-day 
process. Good job to student 
athletes, coaches, officials, 

and all frontline staff from 
ticket collectors, groundskee-
pers, etc. 
 The upper athletic field on 
Ray Street in Webster was in 
terrific shape thanks to the 
work of Ken Pizzetti and his 
staff. Getting any field ready 
to play by mid-April during a 
normal year for baseball and 
softball is a challenge. Trying 
to get a football field ready for 
games in March is unbeliev-
able and Pizzetti pulled it off. 
Kudos to Pizzetti again. 
 A lot of curiosity was spiked 
from a January story in this 
space about the removal and 
disappearance of the grand-
stands at the Memorial Field 
in Webster. Safety reasons 
forbade any further seating 
in those bleachers and that’s 
the reason they were disas-
sembled and removed. 
 After this “wedge season,” 
it’s sad to say that public seat-
ing isn’t needed anymore. 
Spectators are non-existent 
at high school contests. Pur-
chasing public seating for 40 
people attending a football 
game is an economic waste. 
 Thanksgiving Day games 
draw 250 people so what is 
the sense of purchasing ex-
pensive bleachers that have 
to pass a safety code every 
year at the town’s expense. 
 After a year of being pent-
up because of COVID-19, the 
Bartlett at Southbridge foot-

ball game on Patriots Day 
only attracted 200 fans. Sad 
times in front of us old timers 
who rarely followed the foot-
ball as spectators. It was all 
about what the other players 
were doing on that specific 
play. If you don’t understand 
that, please don’t try. Just 
ask someone over 60 about 
blocking and tackling. It’s a 
lost skill. Colliding into a run-
ningback gets the applause 
today. 
 Back to no bleachers and 
no fans attending games 
these days it is because 
iPhones and iPads and live 
steaming allows any fan to 
sit at home and watch a high 
school sporting contest. 
 The dinosaurs are fading 
fast, meaning old school be-
liefs and traditions do not 
exist anymore. The millen-
nial era is here to stay. Saw it 
coming like a tsunami.

 Congratulations to the Ox-
ford High School football 
program as they finished the 
wedge season at 4-1. That 4-1 
record got Head coach Jeff 
Clarkson and his staff a com-
plimentary breakfast at Carl’s 
Diner. 
 Pirate alum Gordon Cook 
and head chef at Carl’s will 
prepare the meal and even 
deliver the fixings to his old 
school. Cook is a favorite 
of this address and learned 
from the best while at Oxford 
in the late 70s in the likes of 
Roger Bacon and the late Joe 
Moran and also from Paul 
“the Bear” Brissette who 
greeted Cook at the front 
door every morning back in 
the day. After Cook passed in-
spection with Brissette, it was 
on to John Mullen’s class-
room for a quick rendition of 
the Pirate fight song and a les-
son on semper fidelis.

The recent passing of Brad 
Smith, a great friend to many 
and the ultimate teammate, 
who had an easy sense of 
humor, has saddened all 
who knew him. 
 Brad lived his life to the full-
est and enjoyed any and all 
opportunities to compete and 
he excelled on the biggest 
stages as a Bartlett athlete. 
 He accomplished more 
championships-six-than any 
other athlete in the history of 
Bartlett athletics. 
 This space is challenging 
any athlete statewide ever 
to match Brad’s six biggest 
stage championships. More 
on that later. 
 Brad’s Bartlett High School 
athletic resumé has ap-
peared in this space many, 
many times over the past 35 
years as the all time bench- 
mark of exactly what a team-
mate, leader, and winner 
should be. 
 The spirit of the Bartlett 
Athletic Hall of Fame never 
recognized their six highest 
and ultimate accomplish-
ments from 1979 through 
1981, with the individual com-
mon denominator being Brad 
Smith, until 2018. Brad was 
a great teammate and leader 
on all his Indian basketball 
teams and expressed many 
times that it was all about his 
teammates and timing. 
 Brad was proud to wear 
that Bartlett uniform and 
put it on in front of so many 
venues across the state in six 
championship games. Brad 
was one the best advertis-
ers that Bartlett could have 
ever hoped for. Nobody ever 
advertised the green Bartlett 
uniform on the biggest of 
biggest stages more than 

Brad Smith during his years at 
Bartlett from 1978 to 1981. No 
Bartlett graduate has ever ac-
complished what Brad Smith 
accomplished as a starter 
and a statistical leader during 
these milestones. 
 Basketball State Champion 
1979, Clark Tournament Cham-
pion 1979, 1980, and 1981, and 
Basketball District Champion 
1979 and 1981. Six for six. Per-
fect. That’s six championships 
of the highest level of compe-
tition that Bartlett could ever 
qualify for. 
 No Bartlett student athlete 
in the history of Bartlett High 
School ever did what Brad 
Smith did as a starter on 
all these six championship 
teams. 
 Let’s keep in mind that Brad 
didn’t get inducted in the pres-
tigious Bartlett Hall of Fame 
as an individual athlete until 
2018, but he was most proud 
of the 1979 state champion-
ship team being inducted in 
2002. The 1978-79 basketball 
team coached by Bob Paranto 
was inducted 2002. 
 Brad’s additional accom-
plishments were Telegram & 
Gazette Super Team member, 
Border Conference All Star, 
member of the prestigious 
Best of 48 state-wide All Star 
game, and a member of the 10 
best Central Mass team of bas-
ketball players. 
 Brad averaged 26 points 
his senior year and was a 
1,000 point career scorer and 
played on a border confer-
ence championship team in 
basketball. Adding the border 
conference championship 
team totals Brad’s champion-
ships to seven overall. But, 
those six championships on 
the highest of highest stages 

will never be duplicated 
again at Bartlett. 
 Brad also started at short-
stop in baseball a couple of 
years for the Indians. 
 He went on to start in 
basketball at Southeastern 
Mass University for three 
years.
 Brad’s brother Bruce has 
been on the waiting list on 
the Bartlett High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame com-
mittee’s table for a long 
time and Bruce’s athletic 
achievements as an Indian 
include being a three sport 
starter for three years and 
he excelled in football as 
a tightend and linebacker 
where he earned a full 
scholarship to Division 
One Northeastern. Bruce 
played on a Class B Central 
Mass Championship team 
for coach Joe Lucido and 
scored 988 career points in 
basketball.   
 The Smith brothers should 
have been in the Bartlett Hall 
of Fame a long time ago and 
imagine if they went in to-
gether… No, that would have 
made too much sense. 
 Thank you, Brad Smith, 
for spreading your good 
will smile to all whom you 
considered friends and we 
know you are looking down 
at your brother Bruce who 
deserves a place at the 
Bartlett Hall of Fame table.

Peter Coyle

Brad Smith, BHS legend

DJ’s SportscardsDJ’s Sportscards

5 Sutton Ave., 
Oxford, MA 01540

Next to RR Tracks
1-508-987-0012

e-mail: djscrds@aol.com
EBAY: DJSCRDS

Hours: Tues., Wed. 12-6 p.m.; Thurs.-Fri. 12-6 p.m.; Sat. 10-2 p.m.

Baseball • Football • Hockey
Basketball • MTG • Pokemon
Yu-Gi-Oh • Autos • Supplies

PLAY BALL
Go WooSox!

Go Red Sox!
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772 Southbridge Street - Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE
CAR - TRUCK - SUV

AT THE BEST PRICE!!
2010 - 2019 MODELS

ASK FOR JOHN or 
MICHAEL 

508-641-8195
508-641-8197PRE-OWNED AUTOS Since 1965

772 Southbridge St., Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501
www.PerroAuto.com

Perro’s

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

automotive

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MACLEAN OUTS

DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EvERYThING!!
“Better than the rest” - vERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

www.worcestercountylawnmower.com

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers, Tractor Service, Tune-Ups & 
Repairs Pickup & Delivery, Lawnmower Repair

PROFESSIONAL CAR CLEANING
MOTORCYCLES & BOATS
vic Catacchio
Owner 
Est. 1983

218 Worcester St.
N. Grafton, MA 01536

774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

catacchio
AUTO

DETAIL

Tips on financial planning

Dennis Antonopoulos

CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

202170

eyes

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

B & M and SONS
AUTO REMOVAL

“Buyers of ALL Scrap
Cars, Trucks and Catalytic Converters”

HIGHEST PRICES PAIDHIGHEST PRICES PAID

(508) 873-6112

THINKING ABOUT PAINTING YOUR CABINETS?
More affordable, less disruptive than you may think

with AMAZING results

econnor117@gmail.com       
207.779.7142

Fine Interior Finishes

Erica O’Brien, L.O.
371 Main Street

Sturbridge, MA 01566
774-241-0718

www.studiotwentytwenty.com

Now offering eye exams, 
contact lenses, and glasses

Frame choices from 
Independent Companies

Sunglasses  Sunglasses  
Computer GlassesComputer Glasses

Blue Light Protection GlassesBlue Light Protection Glasses
Safety Eyewear Safety Eyewear 

Cycling / Motorcycle Enthusiast Glasses
Golf & Performance Glasses

Stop in to see the unique selection!
Gift cards available for purchase 

in-store, online, or over the phone. Mon. & Sat. By Appointment; Tues.-Thurs. 9am-4pm; Fri. 9am-5pm

June is Effective Communica-
tions Month, and it’s a good 
idea to recognize the impor-
tance of good communica-
tions because it plays a role 
in almost every aspect of liv-
ing – including your finances. 
You’ll want to clearly commu-
nicate your financial goals to 
your loved ones – and you’ll 
want to hear theirs, too.

 Let’s look at some of the 
communications you might 
have with family members:
•Your spouse – You and your 
spouse may have different 
thoughts about a range of fi-
nancial topics – how much 
to save, how much to spend, 
the level of debt with which 
you’re comfortable and so 
on. Try to reach some type 
of consensus on these issues. 
However, in regard to invest-
ing, you don’t necessarily 
have to act in unison all the 
time. You each may have dif-
ferent investment styles – one 
of you may be more aggres-
sive, willing to take on more 
risk in exchange for potential-
ly higher returns, while the 
other would rather invest with 

an eye toward mitigating risk, 
even it means accepting a low-
er return. Of course, there’s 
nothing stopping each of you 
from pursuing your individual 
investment strategies in your 
own accounts – IRA, 401(k) 
and so on. Still, if you are going 
to work toward common goals 
– especially toward a shared vi-
sion of your retirement lifestyle 
– you each may want to com-
promise in your investment 
choices. And this accommoda-
tion is even more necessary in 
your joint accounts.
•Your parents – If you may 
someday be involved with 
your parents’ financial plans 
– which is highly likely – you 
should know in advance what 
to expect. This may not be the 

easiest conversation to have, 
but it’s an important one. So, 
for example, ask your parents 
if they have a durable power 
of attorney, which allows 
them to designate someone to 
manage their financial affairs 
if they become physically or 
mentally incapacitated. You 
might also inquire if they 
have protected themselves 
against the potentially enor-
mous costs of long-term care, 
such as an extended nursing 
home stay. If not, you might 
suggest that they contact a 
financial advisor, who can of-
fer solutions. Once you begin 
communicating about these 
issues, you may well want to 
go further into your parents’ 
estate plans to determine 

what other arrangements, 
if any, they have made. If it 
seems that their plans are not 
fully developed, you may want 
to encourage them to contact 
an attorney specializing in es-
tate planning.
•Your grown children – Just 
as you talk to your parents 
about their estate plans, you’ll 
want to discuss the same topic 
with your own grown children. 
Let them know who you have 
named as a durable power of 
attorney, what’s in your last 
will and testament and wheth-
er you’ve established a living 
trust. If you’re already working 
with a financial advisor and an 
estate planning professional, 
make sure your children know 
how to contact these individu-

als. Of course, you don’t have 
to confine your communica-
tions to estate plans – if you 
want to help your children fi-
nancially, such as loaning them 
money for a down payment on 
a home, let them know.
  By talking with your loved 
ones about key financial mat-
ters, everyone benefits. So, 
keep those lines of communi-
cation open.
 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert 
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com. 
Edward Jones Member SIPC

Discuss financial goals with your family

Promoting businesses every month.
Let us help your business grow.

 Contact: ads@theyankeexpress.com

home
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RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

Commercial /Industrial
lease opportunity

21 Pearl St., 
Webster, MA 01570

Description:
57k sf. Building. 
Wet Sprinkler system.
3 Phase Electrical.
New Zoned High Efficiency Gas Heat. 
New Electrical Lighting.
Freight Elevator (3500lbs Capacity)
Rate $8.00 /sf./yr.

Usable space:
First floor 21,978 sf. with 11½ ft ceiling height.
Second floor 22,784 sf. with 11½ ceiling height.
Third floor 5,244 sf. with 12 ft. ceiling height.
Drive in Bay with dock leveler (1)
Exterior Dock Doors (2) First Floor. (2) second Floor.
Parking private gated and public street plus two bay 
commercial garage 20x30x12.

Available
June 1, 2021

Robert Warehouse LLC
Contact: Pete Coppola 

at 508-640-5813

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty - 435 Shrewsbury St., Worcester, MA 01604

Sandi Grzyb
has joined
EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty!

CONTACT INFO:
774-230-3500 | 508-943-6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

•Buying
•Selling
•Investing

“I look forward to 
serving you in all of your 

real estate ventures!”

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us, and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 

please the Heart of God.              Believer

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Mark Marzeotti
Realtor

Mark
Marzeotti 
Realtor

Job Summary: Pratt Trucking is a family owned and operat-
ed company in Oxford, MA. We are searching for a qualified 
mechanic to work on our fleet of Garbage Trucks, Roll Off 
Trucks, Hook Lift Trucks, and other equipment. Top Wages 
Paid, Weekends Off, and Benefits!
Responsibilities: Performs physical tasks in the shop or field 
in support of operations including, but not limited to: in-
spection, troubleshooting, repairs, and maintenance of 
equipment. Provides unscheduled repairs of equipment; re-
views equipment status with operational personnel and per-
forms scheduled maintenance of trucks and equipment. In-
spects, repairs, maintains, and makes recommendations and 
performs modifications to functional parts of a variety of 
equipment and machinery. Diagnoses maintenance require-
ments on diesel engines, transmissions, drive lines, differen-
tials, electrical circuits, hydraulic systems, and chassis 
through diagnostic aids, inspections, and interpretation of 
equipment reports with assistance. Disassembles, over-
hauls, and replaces worn parts on equipment as required. 
Reads and interprets work orders to perform required main-
tenance and service. Demonstrated commitment to a clean 
and safe working environment.
Qualifications and Skills: Knowledge of Mack, Cummins, 
GMC, Chevrolet trucks. Knowledge of troubleshooting/diag-
nostic tools. Experience as a heavy duty truck mechanic. 
Ability to work safely in a shop environment. Mechanical 
skills should include, but are not limited to, mechanical, 
electrical, pneumatic and hydraulic troubleshooting and re-
pair of trucks and equipment.
Benefits: Health Insurance, Top Wages! Over-time optional. 
Job Type: Full-time. Experience: Driver’s License (Required), 
Diesel Mechanic: 1 year (Required), Diesel repair certifica-
tion (Preferred), Trash industry experience (Preferred), Class 
A or B CDL (Preferred), Welding experience (Preferred)

MECHANIC WANTED
Pratt Trucking/Little River Recycling Oxford, MA

Salary based upon experience (top wages paid) 
Apply now in person at Pratt Trucking 

22 Town Forest Rd • Oxford MA 01540 
(508) 987-1187

or apply online at: www.pratttrucking.com 
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The housing market is so com-
petitive buyers are doing any-
thing they can to get a home.
 A common way to try to 
stand out is to write a heart-
felt “love letter” to a seller -- a 
seemingly harmless note to 
express appreciation of the 
home and make a personal 
connection.
 But in this overheated real 
estate market, what were once 
simple handwritten or typed 
letters have lately given way to 
more polished packages, with 
photographs of the buyers 
and even videos. Some pro-
spective homebuyers even 
purchase letter templates.
 These letters can present 
problems, according to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors, 
raising fair housing concerns. 
While some agents say the 
tactic is a tried and true way 
to win a bidding war, other 
agents, following recent indus-
try guidance, won’t deliver or 
accept love letters anymore.
 According to the federal Fair 
Housing Act, it is illegal to dis-
criminate in the sale of hous-
ing because of race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, 
familial status, and disability. 
And these letters can be full of 
those kinds of details.
 Typically, a letter like this is 
telling the seller who is going 
to live in the home and how 
they are going to live in it. But 
writing a love letter is not go-
ing to get you the house and 
you’re putting that seller in a 
position that they could be 
violating Fair Housing laws.
 A buyer may write a letter 
to the seller that says: “This is 
my dream home and I’m excit-
ed to live there with my hus-
band and our two young chil-
dren. We love that the home 
has a first floor bedroom for 
my mother, who lives with us. 
I can imagine the kids running 
down the stairs on Christmas 
morning.”
 Right there you have infor-
mation about family status, 
religion and a possible dis-
ability. These are protected 
classes in the Fair Housing 
Act. You can talk about that 
kind of personal information, 
but you can’t do it in a real es-
tate contract.
 Realtors surely feel for the 
buyers who want to snag a sell-
er’s attention. It’s a boilerplate 
offer and they don’t feel like 
they have a lot of control in the 
process, we get why they want 
to write a letter to find com-
mon ground. At The Marzeotti 
Group Realty, we tell our buy-
ers to spend more time writing 
an offer, not a letter.
 Due to the potential soft dis-
criminatory issues that these let-
ters cause, many listings might 
state clearly within, that no buy-
er letters will be accepted.

 Sellers should be making a 
decision only on the best com-
bination of the highest amount 
of money, type of financing 
and least amount of risk from 
a buyer. It’s not always the 
highest offer that is the win-
ning offer, but a mix of factors. 
A letter could help sway a 
homeowner, but likely for the 
wrong reasons.
Letters of love or liability?
 Last fall, the National As-
sociation of Realtors released 
guidance on love letters, ad-
vising agents they can be a 
liability. It isn’t a rule and 
there are no consequences 
for agents who do otherwise, 
but NAR recommends that its 
member agents should not 
draft, read, deliver or accept 
love letters.
 There are mixed views and 
articles about whether this 
practice is a liability, so the 
majority opinion is to avoid 
them all together. 
 Still, the NAR guidance is a 
warning for agents and their 
clients to be conscientious. “If 
you do rely on a letter, agents 
and sellers need to document 
that the decision to accept an 
offer had nothing to do with 
race, national origin, religion 
or other protected classes.”
Best for buyers to focus on 
price and terms
 In such a competitive real 
estate market, many buyer’s 
agents may be reluctant to 
turn off a buyer by telling 
them not to write a letter.

 Letters that don’t include 
any kind of information about 
protected classes are fine. Just 
saying you like the deck and 
fireplace is okay, but that ulti-
mately shouldn’t matter to the 
seller.
 Similarly, a buyer could 
write a letter that highlights 
their intentions with the prop-
erty -- to live in it rather than to 
flip it, which doesn’t include 
any personal descriptions. It 
is imperative that sellers don’t 
choose someone because 
of a connection that is made 
through a letter, but on the 
criteria in the offer. I’ve never 

seen a property sell on the let-
ter on its own -- only when a 
letter is also with an offer that 
is better than someone else’s.
 It may be small comfort to 
buyers frantically trying to ap-
peal to a seller in this market 
especially, but sellers are less 
concerned about what may 
happen to their home after it 
sells or feeling a “connection” 
with the buyer than buyers 
may think.
 Letters are not a major part 
of the transaction. The meat 
of the transaction is the price 
and the terms. That’s where 
buyers should focus.

Buying a home? Skip the ‘love letter’ to the seller
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© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 less system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

BARK MULCH

508-248-9003

$36
$36
$35
$35
$36
$30
$30

Certified 1 Yard Bucket
Hemlock...............................................
Red Dyed Cedar...................................
Pine, Hemlock.......................................
Black Pine............................................
Certified Kids Safe Playground Chips..
Contractor Grade Mulch Brown or Black.........

Colored Stone: 10 differernt colors

40lb. Pelletized Lime

Only $3.75
(with mulch purchase, limit 3 bags/yard)

Reg. Price $4.75/Bag 
(without mulch purchase)

15 Bag Maximum. While supplies last.

$1.50 
per 6 Pack 

Bark Mulch • Screened Loam • Stone Dust • Colored Stone • Compost • Sand • Gravel • Fill
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7am-5pm

PANSIES
STEP 2 

WEED & FEED
10,000 Sq. Ft. 
Coverage $3999 per bagWhile supplies last. ONLY

AMISH PATIO FURNITURE
with 20 year warranty

PRIMITIVE PRIMITIVE  FARMHOUSE  DECOR FARMHOUSE  DECOR

259 Worcester Road/Rt. 20, Charlton, MA  01507
www.CharltonLandscapeSupply.com • WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK

Since 1994 in the round  building on Route 20

Annuals 
& Veggies 

6 pk. $3.75
Quart Perennials 

$3.95

Hanging 
Baskets


