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CONTAINER & RUBBISH SERVICE
15 & 20 Yard dumpster rentals delivered & picked up

Call 508-476-1500
15 yard up to 2 ton $375 -  7 day rental
20 yard up to 3 ton $475 - 7 day rental

14 West Street, Douglas, MA 01516 
www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

*Additional charges may apply for delivery 
beyond our service area or if weight of 
debris exceeds the ton limit. Surcharges 
may also apply for hazardous waste 
removal of construction materials.

Hendricks Auto Body

(508) 278-6066
(508) 278-5533 (Fax)

Email: hendricksauto535@yahoo.com

535 Quaker Highway
Uxbridge, MA 01569

RS #864 LIC #10535

Alfred Auty
Owner

WITH OUR GIFT CARD 

GIVE-A-WAYS!

Check out page 7 for details!

10%
OFF

TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 03.31.2021

WHITINSVILLE  |  WEBSTER
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CONCIERGEPHYSICALTHERAPY.COM

DR. SEAN T. LORDAN, DPT

ANTI-AGING

7 Secrets to 

Hover your phone's camera over

Code to Download Free Report

 

https://bit.ly/37Gvs0f

508-861-1010

conciergephysicaltherapy .com

DR. SEAN T. LORDAN

PT, DPT, OCS, CSCS

64 Worcester Providence Tpke., Sutton

Douglas Orchard 
announces 
12-concert series 
One local concert venue that is not missing a beat this summer is 
Douglas Orchard & Farm, which has lined up 12 concerts at its out-
door pavilion for Saturday evenings, which began June 5, from 6 to 
8 p.m. This will be the fourth year that the farm has offered the live 
concerts, which have become popular with local communities. 
	 Among the featured bands are The Silverbacks with late 60s clas-
sic rock, the Hip Swayers with classic country, and 4EverFab with 
a Beatles tribute, the latter two sponsored by the Mass Cultural 
Council and Douglas Cultural Council. 
	 Concert-goers can also visit the farm animals and try some barbe-
cue. Bring a chair or blanket.
	 Concert admission is $10 per person, under 16 free. Cultural coun-
cil concerts are free. Complete schedule with rain dates is on page 3 
of this edition and their website douglasorchardandfarm.com.
	 Douglas Orchard & Farm is located at 36 Locust Street in Douglas.        

Jobs! Riverdale Mills 
‘actively hiring’ as 
demand for steel soars

Men working wire at Riverdale Mills’ factory in Northbridge.

By Rod Lee
Like other manufacturers across the 
country, Riverdale Mills Corp. was 
dealt a blow by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. But if “Riverdale,” or “RMC,” 
is known for anything besides the 
innovation that put the Northbridge-
based company on the map in the 
first place, it is resiliency.
	 Riverdale Mills’ staying power 
through all sorts of challenges is a 
well-known fact. The company has 
operated for forty years in a reno-
vated 1840s mill on Riverdale St. 
next to the Blackstone River. The 
building was first known for manu-
facturing scythes and then bayo-
nets for the Union Army during 

the Civil War. Today, 80 percent 
of all lobster traps used in North 
America are made with Riverdale 
Mills’ marine wire mesh.
	 Now, with the pandemic easing 
and the demand for steel surging, 
Riverdale is ready to fortify its tradi-
tionally strong position in the mar-
ketplace, President and CEO James 
Knott Jr. and Jane Meehan Lanzillo, 
who is director of corporate com-
munications for RMC, said.
	 As CNN Business reported 
recently, “the reopening of the 
economy is driving a steel boom.”
	 This is good news for Riverdale 
Mills because, Ms. Lanzillo points 

out, “steel is at the core of River-
dale Mills’ marine mesh product. 
Sales are up and Riverdale Mills is 
actively hiring again.”
	 Mr. Knott confirmed as much 
during a telephone conversation. 
Riverdale is eager to rebuild its 
workforce and looking to return 

from “a 24/5” operation to “24/7,” 
he said.
	 “Everyone is busy right now,” 
he noted, of manufacturers and 

833 Providence Road, Whitinsville, MA 833 Providence Road, Whitinsville, MA 

  508-372-9023  508-372-9023

Water fall at Victory Supply/Roots & Shoots vintage

Victory Supply is on 
the move, ready for 
summer projects 
By Magda Dakin
Keeping it in the family, Victory Supply owner Dan 
Esposito is busy moving his landscape and mason-
ry business into “new digs” at 2677 Bronco High-
way in Harrisville, Rhode Island.
	 He is moving into the former Roots & Shoots 
Garden Center location, which his mother owned 
and operated for 19 years, and is now permanently 
closed. There are some items left from the old store 
but more of Dan’s inventory is arriving every day.
	 Dan’s business was established in 2017 and was 
a natural extension of the Esposito family business-
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Vacuums
always 75¢
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(across from Sword St.)

RIVERDALE 
MILLS
Continued from page 1

Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket
Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

Visit MilfordFederal.com and apply 
online today, or call 508.234.2450.

Purchase with as little as 3% down!

 ` 30 Year Fixed Rate
 ` $150 Closing Cost Credit**

 ` Low Closing Costs
 ` Local Decision Making

Make your dream of owning a home a reality with a  
fixed rate mortgage from Milford Federal!

Maximum 97% LTV for Owner Occupied Single Family or Condominium. Offer subject to credit  
approval and property eligibility. PMI required.  **Closing cost credit for first time home buyers 
and online purchase applications only. Other conditions affecting APR may apply. Offer subject to 
change without notice. NMLS# 465956.

the trades. “Lobster, oyster, 
crab, security mesh, lawn 
and garden fencing.”
	 “Riverdale is one of 
many manufacturers who 
have felt the post-pandem-
ic jolt of activity and de-
mand for products,” Ms. 
Lanzillo noted.
	 The economy is picking 
up “quite quickly and we 
have a tremendous back-

log” of orders, “the biggest 
in several years,” Mr. Knott 
said. “Our biggest problem 
is the supply chain. PVC 
from Texas; pipes in Texas 
froze in February, a lot of 
plants shut down and had to 
retool. Manufacturers were 
begging and borrowing to 
get the material.”
	 The availability of steel “is 
very tight right now but that 
will change,” he said, noting 
that Riverdale Mills buys 
all its steel from the U.S. or 
Canada and is therefore de-

pendent on those suppliers 
for raw material.
	 Like gasoline, lumber, 
computer chips and chlo-
rine, steel has gotten costly.
	 The price of steel as of 
mid-May was $960.00 a ton, 
Mr. Knott said. “If you go 
back several months it was 
probably $640.00 a ton. It’s 
a problem worldwide. China 
is at the same rate or close 
to it and shipping costs have 
skyrocketed, $13,000 for a 
container, in early 2020 it 
was $3800.”
	 The threat caused by this 
predicament “is on all the 
people using steel,” he said.
	 To get back to full produc-
tion, Riverdale Mills needs 
workers.
	 “We’re short 30 percent,” 
Mr. Knott said. “We’d like 
to be 24/7. We are 24/5. We 
have vacant equipment on 
the second and third shifts. 
We are working with the 
Blackstone Valley Chamber 
of Commerce and the Ed 
Hub, designing training pro-
grams for people. We have 
adjusted our hourly wages 
but you are competing with 

the government on this one. 
Everyone is having trouble 
recruiting. We are also 
working closely with Lew 
Evangelidis and the sheriff’s 
department with their re-
entry program. That’s been 
helpful.”
	 While steel is expensive, 
“I think prices of raw mate-
rials, if they spike up, they 
will spike down, but right 
now they are still climbing. 
Hopefully within the next 
four to five months they will 
come down.”
	 Besides revolutionizing 
the lobster fishing indus-
try with its introduction of 
Aquamesh, Riverdale Mills 
is at the forefront in other 
respects too. Riverdale’s 
high-security WireWall fenc-
ing wire mesh is installed 
in more than one thousand 
locations around the world, 
and protects U.S. military 
bases, fishing ports, borders, 
transit systems, farms and 
embassies, Ms. Lanzillo said.
	 “Our GeoMesh is widely 
used in the construction of 
highway bridges and earth 
retention walls,” she said.
	 The fly in the ointment is 
the price of steel.
	 “Stock prices of steel gi-
ant Nucor (NUE) alone have 
spiked 76% this year,” Ms. 
Lanzillo said. “Lead times 
and availability of domestic 
steel are a serious issue for 
U.S. manufacturers, and the 
Biden Administration ap-
pears in no hurry to remove 
the three-year-old Section 
232 steel taxes imposed by 
then-President Trump.
	 “Foreign competitors con-
tinue to buy steel at half the 
price we are paying, and 
some [of them] are shipping 
goods into the U.S. without 
tariffs and with an enormous 
steel price advantage.
	 “According to U.S. Cus-
toms’ transactional trade 

data, during 2020, one hun-
dred fifteen shipping con-
tainers carrying over 4.5 
million pounds of steel in-
tensive wire mesh arrived 
tariff-free from the European 
Union; 90 percent of the steel 
was shipped into the port of 
Boston, directly competing 
with Riverdale Mills and tak-
ing jobs and business away 
from our local economy.
	 “And Chinese-owned fac-
tories outside of China usu-
ally face lower tariffs than 
those imposed on factories 
inside the country—or es-
cape them altogether. This 
makes it difficult to compete 
no matter how efficient and 
technically advanced one’s 
company is.”
	 Over the past several 
years, Ms. Lanzillo said, 
Riverdale Mills has worked 
with colleges, technical in-
stitutes and the BV Cham-
ber to recruit untapped 
workers, help set up cur-
riculum for and raise the 
profile of the manufactur-
ing industry. These efforts 
have increased the pool 
of candidates from which 
new recruits are sourced, 
while supporting the local 
community.

	 “About 10.4 million peo-
ple are employed in steel,” 
Mr. Knott said.
	 Small and medium-sized 
manufacturers like River-
dale Mills are the backbone 
of America’s supply chain 
and the reason for optimism, 
Ms. Lanzillo said. “There is 
no playbook for what we are 
navigating but Riverdale is 
proving resilient once again. 
Sales are up, our delivery 
times are improving, and we 
are returning to full capac-
ity. Our customers world-
wide have acknowledged 
our efforts and expressed 
their gratitude.”
	 Mr. Knott said “the time-
line is unknown” in terms of 
when the workforce includ-
ing Riverdale’s can regain its 
full strength.
	 “We have never experi-
enced anything to the level 
of this pandemic,” he said.
	 But Riverdale Mills is ag-
gressively pursuing new 
workers for its plant.
	 “My sister told me ‘you 
have [we are hiring] signs 
all over town,” he said.
------------------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.

A wire technician; Riverdale Mills is actively hiring in an ef-
fort to get back to 24/7 production.

Spools on the floor at Riverdale Mills. Wire mesh is central 
to products the company makes for a varied customer base.



Chinese Lanterns will be add-
ed. Santa will be visiting at his 
enchanted Village.
	 The Zigong Lantern Group 
is the largest Chinese lan-

tern festival group in the 
world with over 20 years 
of experience in creating 
these breathtaking events.  
Zigong has partnered with 

locations worldwide includ-
ing the Dublin Zoo, RZSS Ed-
inburgh Zoo, the Nashville 
Zoo, UK’s Longleat House, 
and Magnolia Plantation, 
South Carolina. The group’s 
artisans will handcraft the 
lantern displays on-site at 
Southwick’s Zoo. 
	 The Festival of Illumination 
– World of Lights is an evening 
event, 5:30 -10:00 pm.  Septem-
ber to January 3. Advance 
ticket purchase is required for 
this must-see experience. More 
information please visit www.
festivalofillumination.com. 
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www.coxelectricri.com

WE ARE A FACTORY CERTIFIED GENERAC POWERPRO DEALER

217 Main St • Oxford, MA

508-499-0997
We offer sales and service for

all of Generac’s Products.
Everything from 

portable generators 
to whole home and 

business automatic 
standby genera-

tors! We have Gen-
erac factory trained 

and certified 
technicians ready 

to work on your 
generator ASAP!

Call us to arrange a 
complimentary quote 
for a new installation 
or upgrade at your 
home or business 
today!

$$50 Off!50 Off!
ANY NEW SERVICE CONTRACT
MUST PRESENT THIS AD. MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. 

EXPIRES 7/31/21 YX

AUTHORIZED SALES DEALER • AUTOMATIC STANDBY & PORTABLE GENERATORS

Generac Home Standby Generator

Southwick’s Zoo in Mendon 
is excited to announce its all 
new “Festival of Illumination” 
beginning this September. 
This four-month-long premier 
Chinese Lantern Festival, pre-
sented in partnership with 
the award-winning Zigong 
Lantern Group, will be the 
largest of its kind to be hosted 

Southwick’s Zoo to light up New England with all new 
Festival of Illumination beginning in September

in New England.
	 From September to January 
3, 2022, Southwick’s Zoo will 
be illuminated by breathtaking 
custom-built exhibits consist-
ing of hundreds of Chinese 
lanterns meticulously hand-
crafted from silk, steel, and 
environmentally friendly LED 
lights. The theme of this year’s 

event will be “World of Lights;” 
in addition to highlighting tra-
ditional Chinese culture, this 
spectacular nighttime display 
will shine a light on a variety 
of continents and their 
traditions. Visitors will 
travel the globe through 
the incredible artistry 
of handcrafted Chinese 
Lanterns and be immersed in 
the magical world of imagina-
tion and illumination.  The Fes-
tival of Illumination will take 
guests on a trip through the Af-
rican savannahs, the Amazon 
rainforest, the Great Barrier 
Reef, as well as many beautiful 
and fascinating regions in be-
tween.  Visitors will also enjoy 
live entertainment, a typical 
Asian Night Marketplace and 
specialty foods.  Beginning on 
November 26, the Southwick’s 
Zoo’s traditional Winter Won-
derland holiday lights as well 
as additional holiday themed 

The Mane Place owner Linda Chita stands by her giveaway grill.

The Mane Place grill drawing 
could be your ticket to 
summer barbecues

By Magda Dakin
Planning a summer event or a 
Fourth of July party and need 
a new grill to make it happen? 
	 Then it is time to head out 
to The Mane Place in Ux-
bridge to enter their free draw-
ing for a brand-new Weber 
Grill with cover and propane 
tank. Cosponsored by Poulin 
Grain, you can enter the draw-
ing, retail value over $500, any 
time during the month of June 
until the 30th. 
	 The drawing will be made 
in time for your Fourth of July 
event. 
	 Although you can enter the 
free giveaway without an ac-
tual purchase, you might find 
it hard to leave without finding 
something that catches your 
eye. In addition to providing 
anything you need to take 
care of your large four-legged 

friends, they also cater to the 
smaller two-and-four-legged 
variety like dogs, cats, birds, 
goats, poultry, and alpaca. 
	 Passing their 32nd year 
marker, The Mane Place owner 
Linda Chita, her family, and her 
long-time staff, are an integral 
part of the local community 
and decided to do something 
nice for her customers and 
area friends. “The grill was 
purchased from a local store 
because I want to support lo-
cal small business and encour-
age people to shop near their 
homes.” said Ms. Chita.  
	 The store is located in the 
Bangma farm complex at 510 
West Hartford Ave in Ux-
bridge. Open Tuesday through 
Fri-9 a.m .to 5 p.m., Saturday 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., 508-278-7563.    

After a long year of no events, the Sutton Historical Society 
is once again sponsoring the annual Town-Wide Yard Sale 
on Saturday, June 26, with a rain date of Sunday, June 27. 
There are minimal spaces available at the M.M. Sherman 
Blacksmith Shop, 6 Singletary Avenue, Sutton, or partici-
pants are encouraged to set up at their own location. A 
map detailing all locations will be created, shared on so-
cial media, and available to all attendees. A $10 registra-
tion fee for all participants covers the cost of advertising 
and printing of location maps. All registration fees must be 
received by Friday, June 11. All excess funds are donated 
to the Sutton Historical Society. Registration forms can be 
found on our website at suttonhistoricalsocietyinc.org.  
	 The Society is also seeking item donations for its own 
table.  Please no TVs, computers, monitors, upholstered fur-
niture or clothes.  Contact us through our website or reach 
out to our president, Brian Stevenson (508-865-2122) to co-
ordinate drop off or pick up of donations.
	 The Society, a 501(c)3, is dedicated to preserving the 
history of Sutton and sharing their knowledge with the 
public. Please help us with this important fundraiser.

Sutton Historical Society 
town-wide yard sale

2021 Summer 2021 Summer 
Concert SeriesConcert Series

COVID-19 Precautions: Masks a must and 
groups must social distance.  Bring your own chair.

Saturday, June 5th

Late 60s 
Classic Rock, 

Hosted by 
Stephen Phillips

6pm-8pm, 
$10 per person 16 and 

older, Kids Free
rain date June 6

Saturday, June 12th Saturday, June 19th

Saturday, June 26th Saturday, July 10th Saturday, July 17th

Saturday, July 24th Saturday, July 31st Saturday, August 7th

Saturday, August 14th Saturday, August 21st Saturday, August 28th

Petty 
Larceny 

Band
Hosted by 

Stephen Phillips

Tom Petty 
Tribute 
Band

6pm-8pm, 
$10 per person 16 

and older, 
Kids Free

rain date June 13
6pm-8pm,  $10 per person 16  and older,  

Kids Free, Rain date June 20

BrumbleTonesBrumbleTones
Classic 
Rock 

Hosted by 
Stephen 
Phillips

6pm-8pm, $10 per person 16 and older, Kids Free
No rain date

Opening act: 
Special Guest 

Michelle Boulay 
singing Joni 

Mitchell, etc.
5:30pm-8pm, $10 per person 16 and 

older, Kids Free, Rain date July 11

Opening act: Female fronted tribute to Creedence Clearwater Revival

5:30pm-8pm,  $10 per person 16  and older,  
Kids Free, Rain date July 18

FREE Concert 
sponsored by the Mass Cultural Council 
and the Douglas Cultural Council. 

$5  donation per car 
for parking.
Rain date July 25

Hip Swayers
Classic 

Country and 
Rockin’ 

Americana

Fate’s LandingFate’s Landing

Covers from the 50s-90s, soul-stirring original music.
6pm-8pm, $10 per person 16 and older, Kids Free. Rain date August 1.

FREE Concert 
sponsored by the Mass Cultural Council 
and the Douglas Cultural Council. 

Beatles 
tribute 
Band
$5  donation per car for parking. No rain date.

Holdin’ Back BandHoldin’ Back Band

Rock n’ Roll, Oldies and Classics
6pm-8pm, $10 per person 16 and older, Kids Free. Rain 
date August 15

TONY SOUL PROJECTTONY SOUL PROJECT

From the Delta 
Blues to Soul to 

Rock & Roll

Hosted by Stephen Phillips. 6pm-8pm, $10 per 
person 16 and older, Kids Free. Rain date August 22

Rock n’ Roll
6pm-8pm, $10 per person 16 and older, 
Kids Free. Rain date August 29th

36 Locust Street, Douglas, MA  • douglasorchardandfarm.com

Douglas orcharD & FarmDouglas orcharD & Farm
Food 

available from 

EB Flats 
serving BBQ 

& more

Banda Gan Ainm-Celtic BandBanda Gan Ainm-Celtic Band

 Clip and Keep Clip and Keep Clip and Keep Clip and Keep 

 Clip and Keep Clip and Keep Clip and Keep Clip and Keep 
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VICTORY 
SUPPLY
Continued from page 1

A MUST SEE EXPERIENCE!
From early September to January 3rd,  
Southwick’s Zoo will be illuminated by 
hundreds of lanterns and custom-built 

exhibits constructed from silk, steel, and 
environmentally- friendly LED lights.

WWW.FESTIWWW.FESTIVALOFILLUMINATION.COM

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, 

Personal Care, Case Management, 
Recreation, Nutrition 

and Transportation Services.

Homey, Fun, Secure, Safe, Clean

CDC/MA  COVID-19 Compliant

Ultraviolet Air Cleaning System

es, all dealing with landscap-
ing and hardscaping. Victory 
Supply serves masons, land-
scapers and homeowners in 
the Blackstone Valley and 
Northern Rhode Island area 
with all the materials need-
ed for their various projects. 
	 Available items range 
from traditional and organic 

fertilizer, grass seed, land-
scape fabric, edging, and 
stone to tools, including 
wheel barrels, pruners, and 
rakes.
	 Then there are the cement 
blocks, bricks, pavers, flash-
ing, mason sand, adhesives, 
tools, and stones of all kinds, 
ready to finish any kind of 
project, be it a waterfall, koi 
pond, fire pit, walkway, or 
patio.   
	 “I’m keeping all the pond 

supplies and fish because 
there aren’t any other 
places to find them around 
here,” said Dan. “If we have 
something the customers 
can’t find anywhere else, we 
will try to keep those things 
available.”
	 Four kinds of bark mulch, 
stones by the yard, pellets 
for your stove, and pavers 
can be delivered to a wide 
zone at reasonable prices. 
	 Want to build yourself 

a real New England stone 
wall? You can find the stones 
here. Looking for creative 
solutions to erosion, you can 
find them at Victory Supply. 
Want to build your own wa-
terfall or koi pond, you can 
get all the supplies at Victory 
Supply and recommenda-
tions for people to help you 
build them.
	 “We’re doing our best to 
get in the bricks and other 
supplies that our customers 
are demanding. Business is 
growing as so many people 
have chosen yard improve-
ment as a way to keep busy 
during the last year. Order-
ing ahead and staying on top 
of it has been a large part 
of the effort during the CO-

VID-19 crisis,” remarks Dan.
	 Victory Supply Landscape 
& Masonry Materials is at 
2677 Bronco’s Highway, Har-

risville, Rhode Island, 401 
766-7333 Open Monday to 
Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., Satur-
day 7 a.m. to noon. 

Goldfish and Koi for the ponds

Living plants to put in Koi pond



GET THE HELP 
YOU NEED 

CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.
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MEMBER FDIC/MEMBER DIF •  UNIBANK NMLS #583135 *Annual Percent-
age Rate (APR) effective as May 20, 2021 and is subject to change at any 

time. Offer of credit is subject to approval. Homeowners and Flood insurance 
(where applicable) is required for the life of the loan. Up to 80% Loan-to-Value 
(LTV) of the market value. Other terms, conditions, and fees may apply. 

Blackstone • Douglas •  Grafton •  Hopkinton 
Milford •  Shrewsbury •  Sutton •  Upton 

Uxbridge • Whitinsville • Worcester

Dream boldly

2.99%*

APR

Home Equity 
Loan Rates 
as low as

with a Home Equity  
Loan from UniBank.

Scan to  
apply!

• No closing fees
• Apply at UniBank.com 
today! 

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 
www.unibank.com

We are here to help!
www.hearjoyaudiology.com for online booking

HEAR JOY IS AN INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Dr. Rancourt has over 30 years 
of experience as an audiologist, 

serving newborns to elders.

Celebrate Better Hearing and Speech Month
Our super power is helping you hear better!

Have you been putting off 
taking care of your hearing, 

tinnitus or hearing aids? 
Make this Spring a fresh start.

244 Main St.,Webster, MA • 508-943-0637

Family Hair Care Center

Hairdressers
Are you traveling out of town to go to 
work and want to be closer to home?
 We have booths available to rent at 
a busy, spacious, recently updated 
salon on Main St., Webster.
 We have many walk-ins, which is 
an opportunity to grow your clientele. 
 Wholesome family atmosphere, 
friendly, helpful co-workers. 

Call Jeanne
508-344-0026

Northbridge High School Class of 2021 graduates
Northbridge High School has listed the 
names of the graduating class of 2021. 
Congratulations to the graduates.
Liam Markley Amsden, Derek Peter An-
gell, Afia Sakyiwa Berko Aning, Branden 
Kofi Asante, Emily Rose Banks, Emma 
Elizabeth Barnatt, Lane Thomas Booth-
by, Ally Grace Boucher, Brian Adam 
Boulris, Kristina Deiana Brenn, Colin 
Michael Brody, Kristina Marie Brown, 
Matthew Dante Ceruti, Autumn Beach 
Champagne, John William Charbon-
neau, Jennifer Marie Chauvin, Gloribel 

Marie Concepcion Cruz, Mason Robert 
Consigli, Alyssa Guadalupe Corral, 
Kevin Charles Costigan, Jonathan Barry 
Cray, Jase Lillian Daoust, Cameron 
James Deraleau, Fabiano Vitor Gomes 
Dias, Abigail Rose Dion, Kevin Junior 
Doherty, Vincent James Duca, Saman-
tha Elizabeth Dutton, Callie Marie Ellis, 
Asa Michael Flannery, Hunter James 
Frates, Charlotte Evelyn French, Patrick 
Maxwell Gahan, Mikayla Alwyn Galle-
rani, Emma Catherine Ganley, Thomas 
Patrick Gogolinski, Nathan Peter Gonyea 

II, Wendy Selorm Adzo Gordor, Trinity 
Rose Grondin, Courtney Lynn Guckel, 
Brennan Andrew Hayes, Amber Rose 
Hebert, Joseph Stephen Hewitt, Justin 
Corrigan Hodson, Destiny Nicole In-
gersoll, Brooke Rachel Jackson, Carly 
Elizabeth Jacobs, Theodore James Jet 
Jee, Fabian Alberto Joubert Gonzalez, 
Erika Sky Kwasek, Jill Jennifer Labrie, 
Emma Cecelia LaChapelle, Emily There-
sa Lafreniere, Alexandra Yve Lambert, 
Chloe Danelle Lamont, Abby Marie La-
rochelle, Olivia Marie Lavallee, Abbie 

Lauren Lax, Austin Michael Leach, Jase 
Aden Leavitt, Olivia Alice LeBrasseur, 
Nicholas Guedes Leite, Donavan James 
Lemieux, Jack Ryan Lermond, Owen 
James Lisak, Katelyn Rose Lombardo, 
Hannah Marie Lomonaco, Angela 
Ann Lovering, Rocco Joseph MacNeil, 
Brennan Michael Mahoney, Domenic 
Michael Malone, Kaylee Rose March-
ant, Ariel Marina Marko, Morgan Janet 
Mawn, Devin Michael McLaughlin, 
Kiera Niamh McMahon, Julia Marie 
Mezynski, Justine Nicole Michaud, 
John Richard Mignault, Aydan Navarre 

Millette, Trevor John Moorey, Mat-
thew Douglas Morganelli, Rhian Daniel 
Murray, Kyle Nasr, Yira Isabel Navarro 
Rodriguez, William Nieves, Victoria 
Grace Nowlan, Jacob Timothy Orell, Al-
exandra Kate Padula, Anthony William 
Patrinelli, Emma Rose Paulhus, Alina 
Yesenia Perez-Fairbanks, Luke Christo-
pher Lee Picotte, John Eugene Plante, 
Kyle Jay Plantinga, Nicholas Albert Ric-
cardelli, Allison Carrie Ronan, Nicholas 
Rosario Jr, Patrick Lance Rosenlund, 

Nicolas Ryan Salamack, J’Lynn Lilliana 
Schiappucci, Avery Rose Senosk, Mi-
chael Andrew Shorey, Kayla Elizabeth 
Snow, Samantha Pontip Souvanna, 
Tyler Michael Strom, Kayley Elizabeth 
Tivnan, Domenic Michael Trombino, 
Katharine Grace Tubbs, Erin Elizabeth 
Vierck, Emma Jean Wallis, Melanie 
Anne Warner, Christian Isaac Paul 
Wermuth, Jared Anthony Wielsma, 
Michael Joseph Wilkes, Mario Michael 
Silva Zizza
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DAN KASANOVICH HAULING & RECOVERY LLC
NORTHBRIDGE, MA

Liberate Your Property

• BRUSH CUTTING
• PROPERTY CLEARING 
• TRAIL GROOMING
• STUMP GRINDING

REMOVAL OF BRUSH, BRIARS, BRAMBLES, VINES, 
UNWANTED SAPLINGS, DEAD TREES, LOGS, STUMPS, 

OVERGROWN WEEDS & GRASS!

• FIELD MOWING
• MATERIAL HAULING
• EQUIPMENT TRANSPORT
• GRAVEL/MULCH DELIVERY

CALL / TEXT: 774-280-1691 OR VISIT US AT 
WWW.DKHAUL.COM
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FOPPEMA’S FARMFOPPEMA’S FARM“Family Owned & Operated “Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1983”Since 1983”

Flowers and Early Spring Crops
Herb and Vegetable Plants

Pre-picked Strawberries

1605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-67111605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-6711
www.foppemasfarm.comwww.foppemasfarm.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed SundaysHours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed Sundays
Massachusetts
grown... and fresher!TM

Also featuring: gifts from the garden, baked goods, ice cream, local honey, 
candy, frozen meat products, specialty gourmet foods and much more....

OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
FULL LINE OF FRESH PRODUCE!

Uxbridge and Sutton vote to authorize officials to negotiate 
easements for Blackstone River Bikeway Expansion

A view of the Blackstone River Greenway in Uxbridge, 
where it currently ends on Adams Street. 

WHITINSVILLE – Black-
stone River Valley National 
Heritage Corridor’s mission 
to continue expanding the 
Blackstone River Greenway/
Bikeway has gained momen-
tum. At town meetings on 
May 15, Uxbridge and Sutton 
residents voted in favor of 
authorizing local officials in 
both towns to negotiate ease-
ments that help pave the way 
for extending the Blackstone 
River Greenway/Bikeway in 
their communities. 
	 In Uxbridge, residents 
voted in favor of granting 
authority to the Select Board 
to negotiate mutually agree-
able access easements on 
public parcels. Additionally, 
the passage of the article 
will allow a Greenway/Bike-
way over or along the exist-
ing water/sewer infrastruc-
ture where the proposed 
extension of the existing 
Blackstone River Greenway 
will run. The vision for the 
3.5-mile expansion would 
bring it from Adams Street 
in south Uxbridge to Depot 
Street in the center of town.
	 In Sutton, residents voted 
to authorize the Select Board 
to convey a parcel of Town-
owned land in exchange for 
trail and bicycle path ease-
ments that will allow pas-
sage of the Blackstone River 

Bikeway on Blackstone 
Street, near the Singing Dam. 
 “The Blackstone Heritage 
Corridor Board is very ap-
preciative of the work and 
leadership of Town officials 
and the support of Town 
Meeting voters in both Ux-
bridge and Sutton for their 
commitment to extending 
the Blackstone River Bike-
way. These strong expres-
sions of public support from 
Valley residents move this 
long-planned project closer 
to reality,” Blackstone Heri-
tage Corridor Board Chair 
Richard T. Moore stated af-
ter the Town Meetings. “We 
look forward to continued 
partnership with local of-
ficials and voters in our ef-
forts to improve recreational 
opportunities in the Valley 
as we work to complete what 
will one day be a 48-mile 
bikeway from Worcester to 
Providence,” he added.
	 The Blackstone Heritage 
Corridor will continue to 
work with state and federal 
partners to secure funding 
for the design and, later, 
construction of these seg-
ments of the path through 
the Valley.  
	 “Most  communit ies 
where bikeways have 
been constructed consider 
them to be genuine assets 

for their residents as well 
as visitors to the region,” 
Moore noted. “They pro-
vide opportunities for out-
door recreation through 
historic downtowns and 
beautiful views of our natu-

ral surroundings.”
	 To learn more about the 
Blackstone River Greenway/
Bikeway and the Blackstone 
River Valley National Heri-
tage Corridor, visit Black-
stoneHeritageCorridor.org.

The Singing Dam on Blackstone Street in Sutton.

ADVANCED
Gutter Systems, Inc.

10% OFF ANY JOB*
*With this ad. Cannot be combined with other offers

www.gutters-downspouts.com

• Replacement Windows
• House Cleanouts
• Handyman Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(508) 278-2202
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES MASS. REG.#128580

CSL #104402

• Aluminum Seamless Gutters
• Copper Gutters 
• Gutter Guard

Spring Clean-Up!!
“Did you have water damage to your gutters?”
• Carpentry • Roofing
• Siding Repairs

Installations 
• Repairs 
• Cleaning

Full Circle
T∙R∙E∙E C∙A∙R∙E

MA & ISA Certified Arborist

Insect and disease diagnosis 
and treatment #16339

Specimen and 
ornamental tree 
and shrub care

Since 1989

Dwight A. Bristowe
Office: 508-476-3258

Cell: 508-523-9631
www.FullCircleTreeCare.com

Hello---
My name is Melissa MacDonald. I am a nurse on 
strike at St. Vincent Hospital, Worcester, and I am 
starting my 37th year in nursing serving the public 
of Worcester County.
	 I am one of so many who have spent our entire 
careers at St. Vincent  Hospital. We are asking the 
public for your continued support and to keep us 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
	 We are fighting a for-profit-owner, Tenet Health-
care Corporation, which is based in Dallas, Texas. 
They have put profits over patients since they 
bought St. Vincent Hospital. 
	 The striking nurses have been waiting for about 
two years for a fair contract. 
	 We want Tenet to do the right thing for the nurs-
es and for this community.   Thank you.

Sincerely, 
Melissa MacDonald 

and the striking nurses 
of St. Vincent Hospital

Nurse of St. Vincent 
Hospital speaks out
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WITH OUR GIFT CARD GIVE-A-WAYS!

Explore TheYankeeXpress.com
and enter to win a $100 gift card to either

Regisandsons.com

or

One entry per day/per person. Contest open June 4 - 30, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on July 1.

TheYankeeXpress.com

Koinonia
School of Sports

240 County Home Road, Thompson, CT

NEW CONTESTS ANNOUNCED EVERY TWO WEEKS!

or

One entry per day/per person. Contest open May 28 - June 24, 2021
Winners will be chosen at random and posted on facebook.com on June 25.

1097 Thompson Road, Thompson CT 567 Southbridge St., Auburn

SCAN HERE 
TO ENTER!

Monte Bianco
Restaurante

The Framer’s 
Gallery

139 Upton St., Grafton

or



312 Millbury Ave. 
Millbury, MA 01527
www.careonemillbury.com 

508.793.0088

Insist on 
exceptional.

Post-Acute Rehab  •  Long-Term Care  •  Orthopedic Rehab
Wound Care  •  Pulmonary Care  •  Cardiac & Stroke Recovery

1085292

To your
good

health

Living well and looking good
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TT
Healthy Meal Replacement ShakesHealthy Meal Replacement ShakesTT
Herbal Metabolism-Boosting TeaHerbal Metabolism-Boosting Tea

“Wake and Shake!”“Wake and Shake!”
12 Cross Street, Whitinsville, MA

((777744))  773377--33554477

June In-store Specials!June In-store Specials!

By Keith Roach, M.D.
DEAR DR. ROACH: While 
chasing my cat, I dove to the 
ground and both my knees 
took a beating. They were 
bruised but felt fine. A few 
days after this, my left knee 
started to bother me. I put on 
a brace to see if that would 
help (as it usually does), but 
it didn’t. I went to my chiro-
practor a few days later and 
had an adjustment and deep 
tissue massage. The next day, 
I was walking my dog and had 
to stop, as I couldn’t move 
my knee. About 13 years 
ago, I had a torn meniscus in 
the same knee, and it healed 
without surgery with the as-
sistance of my chiropractor, 
massage therapist and acu-
puncture. 
	 I called my doctor’s office, 
and he was out of town. His 
nurse suggested that I go to an 
urgent care facility to have an 
X-ray of my knee, which I did. 
The doctor said that nothing 
was broken but that I should 
follow up with an MRI. I saw 
my doctor a few days later and 
brought my X-ray, etc. He said 

Meniscal tear in knee might not need surgery
I don’t need an MRI. I am not 
looking for knee surgery, but 
wouldn’t an MRI indicate if it 
is a torn meniscus, pulled liga-
ment, osteoarthritis, etc., so I 
could get the proper treatment? 
What would that be? -- R.Z.
ANSWER: The menisci are 
ring-shaped cartilage struc-
tures that sit on top 
of the tibia and pro-
vide stability and 
shock absorption to 
the knee. Given the 
mechanism of injury 
and your prior his-
tory, a meniscal tear 
is a very likely possi-
bility. Symptoms that support 
a tear in the meniscus would 
include a locking of the knee 
or a giving sensation while 
walking, often associated 
with pain.
	 A careful physical exam 
can usually make the diag-
nosis of a meniscal tear. A 
suspected meniscal tear does 
not usually require an MRI, 
as most will heal with conser-
vative management. (I refer 
nearly all to physical therapy 

rather than the treatments you 
used, but I won’t argue with 
your success.) I reserve the 
MRI for people in whom sur-
gery would be contemplated. 
Since surgery is no better than 
placebo for many people with 
a torn meniscus (based on a 
fascinating 2017 study from 

Finland), I am par-
ticularly careful to 
refer only people 
who have not gotten 
better with a good 
trial of conservative 
management.
Nerve pain
DEAR DR. ROACH: 

I have an affected nerve in 
my back causing long-term, 
persistent pain. Years ago, I 
damaged a sacroiliac nerve 
in a fall. This was treated by 
steroid injection. Could this 
nerve also be injected with a 
steroid? -- J.D.
ANSWER: Injection of local 
anesthetics and steroids are 
done for several different 
types of back pain syndromes. 
However, the nerves them-
selves are not injected with 

steroids: It’s the area around 
a nerve that is injected. That 
area may be inflamed, and the 
shot is given with the hope of 
reducing inflammation and 
thus reducing compression 
on the nerve and therefore 
pain. It does not always work, 
and when it does, the pain 
relief usually lasts a matter of 
months. The injections can be 
repeated if helpful; however, 
injecting steroids has its own 
risk of complications. Serious 
complications are rare, but in-
fection and bleeding are pos-
sible. All injected steroids can 
predispose to osteoporosis.
	 Injection for back pain is 
done most often by pain man-
agement specialists when ap-
propriate. 
---------------------------------------------------------
Dr. Roach regrets that he is un-
able to answer individual ques-
tions, but will incorporate them 
in the column whenever pos-
sible. Readers may email ques-
tions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu. (c) 2021 
North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Connors’  
Art Glass Studio 

 
Custom Designs - Repairs 
Gifts - Supplies - Classes 

 
835 Providence Rd 

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
 

508-266-7178 
 

bcartglass@charter.net 
 

www.bcartglass.com 
 
 
 

 
 

Wedding Season  
is here!  

Beautiful Custom 
Gifts starting at $18 

 Toasting Sets, Custom Framed 
Invitations, Engraved Hangings, 

Ring-Bearer Boxes, Wedding Party 
Gifts and MORE ... 

 

     

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury
1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 
WWW.SHREWSBURYMARBLEANDGRANITE.COM

Call today for a free estimate.
Over 300 Colors in Actual Slabs in Yard

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.
ALL MARBLE & GRANITE SLABS ON SITE

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day

This month marks the 10th anniversary of Pat DeVries’s 
annual mission to collect new and slightly used handbags 
for Dress for Success Worcester.
	 This is also the month Pat celebrates her 60th birthday, 
on the 25th. 
	 Pat is the owner of Chevere, the Place to Bead, on 
North Main Street in Uxbridge. In 2011, to celebrate her 
birthday, she asked customers and friends to donate their 
purses to the Dress for Success program, which helps lo-
cal women look their best for job interviews.  
	 “Don’t bring me a gift, bring me a handbag,” she sug-
gested.
	 That first year she collected 50 purses. The number 
increased each year, to 300 in 2019.
	 Last June, the Chevere shop was closed, like so many 
other stores. But the annual giving, now a ritual, contin-
ued. “People brought handbags to my house,” she said. 
She collected 100 and stored them for later delivery. 
	 This June, it is back to normal, and Pat hopes to equal 
the number donated in 2019. 
	 She will accept purses at the store until June 30.  
	 Chevere is best known for its collections of beads and 
jewelry supplies, but it is also a boutique with one-of-a-
kind apparel, and CBD products.
	 It is located at 336 North Main Street in Uxbridge. 
Hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Thursdays noon to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday 
and Monday. Phone 508-278-5566; email theplacetobead@
gmail.com. Also on facebook.
  				    ….Barbara Van Reed 

Major milestones for Pat 
DeVries at Chevere in Uxbridge 
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Dr. Sean T Lordan

By Dr. Sean T. Lordan
With COVID restrictions be-
ginning to ease and Wedding 
Season finally back in full 
swing, I’d like to take a mo-
ment to talk about ways to 
shed the “COVID-19 pounds” 
and get back in shape. There 
are many factors to consider 
when transitioning back into 
a regular exercise routine. If 
you implement these next five 
tips, you will be well on your 
way to tearing up the dance 
floor this season.
1.	 Drink plenty of water - The 
benefits of water are myriad 
and will help your body 
(and mind) perform at tip-top 
shape. Beyond the benefits 
to your skin and other vital 
organs, hydration is key to 
proper muscular regeneration 
and health. It is essential to 
get at least eight 8oz. servings 
of water in per day. You may 
require more than that on a 
hot day, or during or after ex-
ercise. A good rule of thumb is 
to drink when you are thirsty. 
Thirst is a lagging sign of de-
hydration- meaning you are 
already slightly dehydrated 
when your body triggers the 
thirst mechanism. It is also 
important to keep track of 
your urine. When your urine 
is yellow you are dehydrated. 
If you want to get into shape, 
you must be conditioned to 
have great workouts! In order 
to have a great workout, you 
must be well hydrated.
2. Avoid Alcohol - Not only 

does alcohol add extra calo-
ries into your diet without 
any nutritional advantage, it 
also slows down other meta-
bolic processes and is used 
as a primary source of energy. 
When alcohol is burned first, 
other carbohydrates and fats 
that you may be consuming at 
the same time are converted 
to fat to be used later. Alcohol 
can also lead to worse deci-
sion making when intoxicated. 
For example, you will choose 
nachos and chicken wings 
instead of the grilled chicken 
garden salad if given the op-
portunity during a night out 
drinking. Especially for the 6 
weeks leading up to the event, 
it is important to keep alco-
hol consumption minimal if 
you are looking to make real 
improvements to your body 
composition.
3. Create a routine - I cannot 
stress the importance of creat-
ing a “healthy habits” routine 
enough. I consider Sleep, Med-
itation, Exercise and Nutrition 
the 4 pillars of healthy habits. 
If you can systematically im-
plement regular habits around 
these pillars, you will be well 
on your way to tearing up the 
dance floor at your next big 
event. A typical weekday of 
mine begins at 6 a.m. There-
fore, I try to get to sleep for 
9:30 p.m. This allows me over 
8 hours of sleep a night, the 
absolute minimum I (person-
ally) require to have a produc-

tive day. I make a smoothie 
for breakfast (same thing ev-
eryday, boring I know), then 
I head to the clinic. I block 
time everyday at lunch to ex-
ercise at the gym next door 
for at least 30 minutes. After 
my daughter goes to sleep at 
7:30 p.m., I use the Calm app 
to meditate and reflect on 
my day for 10 minutes. I per-
form these habits without fail 
everyday and they no longer 
require much willpower to 
do. Your routine doesn’t 
have to be like mine, in fact 
it shouldn’t be! Everyone is 
different. My point is that 
you should have your OWN 
routine incorporating each 
of these facets. You will be 
more likely to hit your goals 
if you put them on your cal-
endar and stick to them in 
a regimented fashion each 
week. 
4. Work the legs - When people 
ask me the best way to lose fat 
and build muscle, I refer them 
to the gym. Whether it is in-
terval training, strength train-
ing, cardio or a combination 
of all three, you are sure to 
lose some weight if you work-
out 5 days a week. Working 
the legs specifically is impor-
tant, because the legs are an 
often forgotten about muscle 
group that contributes a large 
hormonal response to weight 
loss. Due to the sheer size of 
your glutes, hamstrings and 
quads, they require a lot of 

energy to rebuild and to exer-
cise. A few of my favorite leg 
exercises are squats, dead-
lifts and leg press. You can 
also incorporate total body 
moves, but I would recom-
mend getting the form down 
from a trainer prior to per-
forming them. If your form is 
off, chances are you will be 
seeing a physical therapist 
pretty quickly with pain.
5. Run - What isn’t there to 
love about running. Running 
relieves stress, reduces your 
risk for heart disease, works 
the majority of your muscle 

groups, burns a ton of calo-
ries, and generally makes you 
feel euphoric when you are 
finished. Many folks get shin 
splints or have ankle or knee 
pain when running, but it is 
really the best way to burn fat 
and get into shape quickly. If 
you are having trouble run-
ning because of pain, reach 
out to your local physical 
therapist for help. Most of the 
time it is due to a muscle im-
balance or poor footwear, and 
we can get you back on the 
road in no time.
	 There you have it, five tips to 

Wedding season is back. 5 tips to get your body in shape for killer dance moves

42 Magill Dr., Grafton  (508) 839-1945 ext.222
www.highfieldsgolfcc.com

AnnMarie Mong • AnnMarie@Highfieldsgolfcc.com
& The John Henry Tavern& The John Henry Tavern Pro Shop is open 7am -6pm Monday – Sunday

Let's Get the party started!Let's Get the party started!
Have you been holding off on 

hosting an event? Graduations, 
Showers, Family Gatherings, 
Weddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs! 

Sit back, relax and let us plan your special occasion!  Sit back, relax and let us plan your special occasion!  

get you back on the dance floor 
this wedding season. Enjoy.

ShopKoopman.com/Weber

INCLUDED WITH ANY 
WEBER® SUMMIT®, 
GENESIS®, OR SPIRIT® 
GRILL FROM KOOPMAN:

WE HAVE THE GREATEST GRILLS
Featuring Weber® — the gold standard of 
outdoor cooking — and more. 

North Grafton 
82 Worcester St 
(508) 839-6526

Whitinsville 
665 Church Street 
(508) 234-4545

SShhaarroonn
1050 Gen. Edwards Hwy

(781) 806-0592

Uxbridge 
12 Douglas St 

(508) 278-5400S AT 7- 6
C LO S E DS U N

7  7-MON
T U E
WED
T H U
F R I

STORE HOURS

S A T

C LO S E D
7- 2

S U N

6   5:30MON
T U E
WED
T H U
F R I

STORE HOURS

KOOPMAN SERVICE

CHARCOAL
GAS

PELLET

• Free delivery
• Free removal of your

old grill
• Free first propane

tank fill
• Free expert assembly
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www.scalesseafood.com

45 River St., Millbury, MA
(508) 865-3377
Fresh 

Seafood 
Year Round

Featured 
on

$5.00 OFF
Orders $30 or more

(one per party, not to be combined)

Join the Friends of Asa Waters Mansion as 
they host History at Play™, LLC Rendezvous 
with Rachel Revere™ on June 18, 6-8p.m., at the 
Asa Waters Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury. Re-
served tickets only - $25.00. Please call 508-865-
5528. All COVID restrictions apply and masks 
are required.
	 It is May 2, 1775, and Rachel Walker Revere 
has only heard from her beloved husband Paul 
once since his legendary midnight ride on the 
18th of April. Still isolated from one another 
due to the siege of Boston, Rachel desperately 
creates a plan to safely take her children: six 
step-children from Paul’s first marriage and 
a newborn baby of their own, from the reach 
of the British Regular Army in Boston. In this 
program you will help Rachel, as she carefully 

Rendezvous with 
Rachel Revere

considers the dangers and demands of 
each plan. Find out if Rachel is success-
ful in her perilous mission to unite her 
famiy, amidst the wake of an American 
Revolution.

Sage Hurteau, Rheianna Mess-
ier, Nathaniel Paine, Michael 
Purvis
Grafton: Alison Burough, Ryan 
Davidson, Christina Duggan, Ol-
ivia Lee, Brianna Mishado
Millbury: Brenna Berube, Kyle 
Boria, Elizabeth Chagnon, Ken-
nedy Day, Ivie Lapointe, Bri-
anna Poske, Sydney Westerlind, 
Sarah Yates
North Grafton: Jessica Bance-
wicz, Sarah Bianco, Jenna 
Boisvert, Jermel Lyons, Maria 
Nieves, Kali Sage, Kelvin Virak
Northbridge: Giovan Panzanella
Sutton: Aliyssa Courville, Cath-
erine Forde, Lindsay Houlihan, 
Disha Khanna, Talia Markarian, 
Avery Morway, Alexandra Rich-
ard, Matthew Thurber
Uxbridge: Anthony Abate, Jason 
Baillargeon, Erika Ethier, Olivia 
Powell, Emily Taylor
Webster: Tom Bednarz, Abigail 
Biernacki, Audrey Ducharme, 
Amber Hallaman, Nikita Igoshin, 
Anna Israelian, Klarissa John-
son, Antonia Lopez, Makenzie 
MacGregor, Anne Marie Mar-
kiewicz, Nickolas Maxwell, Joe 
Ramos
Whitinsville: Vivian Adams, 
Brianna Brothers, Isabel Car-

QCC Spring 2021 Semester Dean and Merit Lists
roll, Jessica Duda, Jennifer Fla-
nagan, Cora Gauthier, Travis 
Gould, Stephanie Lombardi, Me-
lissa Lozeau, Charlotte Murphy, 
Khadija Ouagri, Bishoy Soliman 
Hanna
QCC’s Merit List Spring 2021
East Douglas: Katelyn Ballou, 
Louis Kell, Earl Parfitt, Bessie 
Trinidad-Jeannot
Grafton: Haley Becotte, Andrea 
Carenzo, Jack Cosseboom, Char-
lotte Jordan, Matthew Lazaro, 
James Lippincott, Rabia Mateen, 
Christopher Nolan, Debokhawe 
Pannasiri, Bradley Sylvestre, 
Lauren Wareham
Millbury: Alician Berenson, Ja-
cob Brodeur, Shannon Castro, 
Stefanie Cerrone, Gina Chion-
chio, Kyliegh Corey, Tara Cud-
more, Christian Donaldson, 
Miles Fiore, Michael Lirange, 
Grace Malone, Brianna Manzella, 
Patrick Moriarty, Alyssa New-
man, Ronald Polomski, Lusi Sit, 
Jala Tadros, Marissa Vaillancourt
North Grafton: Fadi Alkoht, 
Sarah Aziz, Emma Boggess, Luis 
Dejesus, Thomas Hamilton, Kyo-
ko Ibaraki, Amanda Johnson, Al-
exa Kallio
Northbridge: Jacqulyn Barber, 
Kyran Bishop, Krystal Bonafilia, 

Sarah Catlin, Randall Cranshaw, 
Meredith Mendoza, Miranda 
Monaghan, Andrea Place, Ama-
ya Williams, Derek Zahoruiko
South Grafton: Holly Atchue, 
Tiffany Maynard, Austin Miller, 
Mayra Ramsey, Jesalee Roberts
Sutton: Joanna Brown, Kelly 
Clark, Natasha Colon, Hunter 
Dansereau, Francesca De 
Mora Ocana, Sarah Elkin, Scott 
Gressak, Kayla Kachadoorian, 
Miranda Lemoine, Ashley Me-
dina Cardenas, Kailey O’Neil, 
Patricia Rumford, Mackenzie 
Sobaleski
Uxbridge: Kayla Brooks, Kelley 
Crosby, Rachel Demrest, Kara 
Hamm, Benjamin Landry, Ash-
ley Lewinski, Edrick Pereira, 
Mariangela Pereira, Michaela 
Randall, Alyssa Sylvia, Alexan-
dria Touhey, Katie Vautrain
Whitinsville: Jocelyn Arriaga, 
Alexandra Clauss, Jason Doyle, 
Taylor Fisher, Rachel Fremeau, 
Nikole Kamishlian, Savannah 
Louischarles, Rebecca Malo, 
Karissa Nordstrom, Catherine 
Peak, Joshua Poquette, Rachel 
Robbins, Anastasia Robinson, 
Allison Salamack, Susan Sear-
les, Shaylene Silva, Samantha 
Tackett-Marvill

SUNDAYS ONLY

FAMOUS BERCHED CHICKEN FAMILY STYLE CHICKEN

Four Beautiful 
Function Rooms to 

Accommodate Any Event!
RIVER FALLS OFFERS 

Full Service Catering
Barbecues • Graduations • Showers 

Holiday Gatherings & More!
We can deliver and staff your event or 
you can choose to pick it up yourself. 

PLEASE CONTACT STACEY BROUILLARD 74 So. Main Street
Woonsocket, RI
401-235-9026

www.riverfallsri.com

Tues. - Thurs. Noon-9pm; 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm; 

Sun. 11:30-8pm

STEAK   SEAFOOD   PASTA

“Introducing Dining 
On The Blackstone!"

Available every Tuesday 
from 11:30am - 9:00pm

FRIDAY SPECIALS
EVERY FRIDAY 11:30AM-6:00PM

FISH & CHIPS..................................$9.99
BAKED HADDOCK DINNER........$10.99

FRIED BAY SCALLOP DINNER.........$10.99
FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER.................$10.99

WE 
SERVE 
BOTH!
SUNDAYS 

ONLY!FAMOUS BERCHED CHICKEN FAMILY STYLE CHICKEN

74 So. Main Street
 Woonsocket, RI

401-235-9026

Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am-9pm; Fri. & Sat. 4pm-12pm; Sun. 12 noon-8pm

www.riverfallsri.com

Or Dinner for Two excluding Wine or Beer only $26.00
only $39.00

Choose Any Burger And 
Any drAft Beer for 

only $12 BuCks

12 BUCK TUESDAY’S

“Introducing Dining 
On The Blackstone!"

Available every Tuesday 
from 11:30am - 9:00pm

FRIDAY SPECIALS
EVERY FRIDAY 11:30AM-6:00PM

FISH & CHIPS..................................$9.99
BAKED HADDOCK DINNER........$10.99

FRIED BAY SCALLOP DINNER.........$10.99
FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER.................$10.99

WE 
SERVE 
BOTH!
SUNDAYS 

ONLY!FAMOUS BERCHED CHICKEN FAMILY STYLE CHICKEN

74 So. Main Street
 Woonsocket, RI

401-235-9026

Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am-9pm; Fri. & Sat. 4pm-12pm; Sun. 12 noon-8pm

www.riverfallsri.com

Or Dinner for Two excluding Wine or Beer only $26.00
only $39.00

Choose Any Burger And 
Any drAft Beer for 

only $12 BuCks

12 BUCK TUESDAY’S

“Introducing Dining 
On The Blackstone!"

Available every Tuesday 
from 11:30am - 9:00pm

FRIDAY SPECIALS
EVERY FRIDAY 11:30AM-6:00PM

FISH & CHIPS..................................$9.99
BAKED HADDOCK DINNER........$10.99

FRIED BAY SCALLOP DINNER.........$10.99
FRIED SHRIMP PLATTER.................$10.99

WE 
SERVE 
BOTH!
SUNDAYS 

ONLY!FAMOUS BERCHED CHICKEN FAMILY STYLE CHICKEN

74 So. Main Street
 Woonsocket, RI

401-235-9026

Tues. - Thurs. 11:30am-9pm; Fri. & Sat. 4pm-12pm; Sun. 12 noon-8pm

www.riverfallsri.com

Or Dinner for Two excluding Wine or Beer only $26.00
only $39.00

Choose Any Burger And 
Any drAft Beer for 

only $12 BuCks

12 BUCK TUESDAY’S

Tues. - Thurs. 4pm-9pm; 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm; 

Sun. 11:30am-8pm

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College has re-
leased its Spring 2021 Semester 
Dean and Merit Lists. A total 
of 483 students were named to 
the College’s Dean’s List and 
977 students were named to the 
Merit List. 
QCC’s Dean’s List Spring 2021
Douglas: Alorian Orcutt, Daph-
ne Sevilla
East Douglas: Adam Gaulin, 
Joshua Gopin, Garrett Grann, 

Support the 
advertisers in 

The Blackstone 
Valley Xpress

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA  
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org 

(978) 562-9182

OPEN  
WED. - SUN. 
10AM TO 5PM

Tanks, Wings & Wheels 
June 19th and 20th



GREGORY’S

303 Main Street, Douglas, MA
508-476-2552

restaurant & pizzaria

Buy 3 Small, 1 
Topping Pizzas

   for $6.00 each
+tax

303 Main Street, Douglas, MA
508-476-2552

 FAMILY SPECIAL
(2) Large Pizzas

$2699
 

with choice of a 
Greek salad or
chix wings & 2 ltr. +tax

(1cheese & 
1 topping)

ONLY
Location is 

Douglas, MA

  ORDER ONLINE 
at

www.gregorys-restaurant.com 

or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app
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Make Your Father’s Day 
Reservations NOW!

New England 
Steak and Seafood

Route 16, Mendon, MA
508-473-5079  508-478-0871
www.nesteakandseafood.com

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE:
12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m
5:30 p.m
6:00 p.m.

Store Hours: Tues., Wed., Fri. 10am to 5pm; Sat. 10am to 4pm; Closed Sun., Mon., & Thurs.
WE WILL BE CLOSED for 4th of July Vacation from July 3rd thru July 12th

The SADDLE SHED
237 Providence Road, Rte. 122, 

South Grafton, MA 01560

“Everything For Horse & Rider!”

508-839-3016
English & Western   -   Farrier Supplies

Western Hats, Boots, Belts, Shirts, 
Accessories,Tack, Supplies & Gifts!

www.thesaddleshed.com

In business 
for over 52 years!

Pets
Welcome!

HOPEDALE - The Sacred 
Heart Church “Twice Blessed” 
Thrift Shop is offering spring 
and summer casual clothing 
for men, women and children,  
including plus sizes, somen’s 
accessories and jewelry. 
	 New store hours are Satur-

Sacred Heart Church “Twice Blessed” Thrift Shop
day 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (first 
Saturday each month). During 
the pandemic our thoughts 
and prayers are with all who 
are directly impacted as well 
as the first responders and 
essential workers. Catholic 
Community of Sacred Heart 

Church, 187 Hopedale Street, 
Hopedale, Phone (508) 473-
1900 or visit our website; sa-
credhearthopedale.org
	 Like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
twiceblessedthriftshop\
hopedale/



INSIDE

Jan. 8-Feb. 12, 2016  
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Blackstonevalley.org    508.234.9090
administrator@blackstonevalley.org

Visit www.blackstonevalley.org to register for these events and more and to also find out how you can apply 
for money saving benefits through our ASSOCIATION HEALTH CARE PLAN and offer affordable retirement 
benefits to your employees through our ASSOCIATION RETIREMENT PLAN.   Group membership saves 
money and administrative time and costs. Let us help you do better business!

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

education and training
As a Chamber member you can attend classes, seminars, and 
webinars to help you start, grow, and manage your business. 
These opportunities help you learn or improve upon skills that are 
essential for professional development.

business services
Whether you are just starting out, looking to grow, or want to 
expand your resources and connections, we can help you with 
marketing, public relations advice, notary, financing, certificates 
of origin, use of office incubator space, a full service conference 
room and smaller meeting rooms.

legislative advocate
We will advocate in your behalf of local, state, and government 
issues that may affect your business. Our job is to help make your 
concerns heard to those who can help and who matters.

exclusive connection
As a Chamber member, you will make connections with members 
and consultants from various professions through increased 
visibility on the Chamber’s website and member’s directory.  In 
addition, you may be featured in the Chamber’s newsletter. 

credibility
You increase the positive perception among consumers and 
business owners when you’re identified as a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce. You will be recognized as a viable player in 
your industry and community and increase your company’s visibility.

industry roundtables
You get opportunities to meet and participate in CEO and industry- 
specific roundtable discussions to share ideas, challenges, best 
practices and measure results. In addition you learn how to 
develop critical and strategic thinking.

advertising
Joining the Chamber provides opportunities to appear on our 
broadcast shows which airs 3 times weekly. You have the option 
of utilizing 10 free, 30-second ads on WCRN, use our newsletter 
free, and distribute your collateral at our events.

networking
As a member, you will discover dozens of opportunities to meet 
people, expand your referral and client bases, and connect with 
business leaders. You can volunteer to work on programs and 
committees. Our virtual introduction process is also a part of 
networking via e-mail.

chamber events and programs
Attend innovative and informative events while meeting other 
members and potential clients. You may choose to host an event 
that spotlight’s your company. Another benefit is that the BVCC is 
the largest affiliate of the Worcester Chamber of Commerce and 
offers access to that market.

business counseling
You will be able to participate in free, one-on-one consultations 
with industry specific consultants who provide guidance 
and knowledge. Counselors and professionals from various 
organizations, including government, hold office hours 
regularly at BVCC.

TOP 10
BENEFITS
Why you should 
join the BVCC!

www.blackstonevalley.org

670 Linwood Ave, Suite #5
Whitinsville, MA 01588

508.234.9090

Now Enrolling
CNC Machinist Apprentice Program
The Blackstone Valley Education Hub has become a sponsor for CNCMachinist 
Apprentices.  Are you interested in receiving free training and job placement for 
a new career?  Apply now! Classes start July 13th.  For more information and 
application, check out our website https://www.bv-edhub.org/programs or contact 
Karen Ares at ares.
karen@bv-edhub.org

Introduction to Welding
Course runs June 14 - July 14, Mon/Wed, 4:30 – 7:30pm.   Traiing prepares 
students with welding vocabulary, techniques, and basic operations of a weld-
ing gun.  Lessons will include lecture, demonstration, discussion, online course 
modules and lab exercises. This is a 5-week non-credit training course design to 
provide the knowledge and hands-on skills necessary to prepare students for an 
entry-level career in welding.    Free tuition is offered through the REMAKE 4.0 
program.  For more information, check out our website https://www.bv-edhub.org/
programs or contact Karen Ares at ares.karen@bv-edhub.org

Worcester County District 
Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. 
presented 16 different schools 
across Worcester County with 
grants to support fun and safe 
post-prom and post-gradua-
tion activities for students.
	 This year, Mr. Early’s of-
fice awarded nearly $20,000 
in grants, including the high 
schools in Douglas, Grafton, 
Northbridge, Oxford, Ux-
bridge and Blackstone-Mill-
ville, to support programming 
that helps keep students from 
drinking and driving after cel-
ebratory events like prom and 
graduation. 
	 “Students have been dealing 
with a lot in the last year with 
the COVID-19 pandemic caus-
ing them to miss out on time 
in school, playing sports and 
enjoying social activities with 
friends and family,” Mr. Early 
said. “I am particularly proud 
this year to be able to help 
provide these kids with the 
fun celebrations they deserve 
to end the school year safely.”  

DA Early gives funding to local high schools for safe post-prom and graduation celebrations

	 Mr. Early and his Commu-
nity Outreach Team also of-
fer presentations for teens to 
promote safety, including the 
dangers of mixing drugs and 
alcohol, social host liability 
awareness for parents, and 
distracted driving. 
	 “The hardest part of our job 
is talking to people in pain. 
Life can change in the blink of 
an eye. These programs that 
our community partners have 
created help to keep kids safe 
from unnecessary tragedies 
caused by combining these 
celebrations with drinking 
and driving,” Mr. Early said.
	 The funding for these grants 
Mr. Early is providing to high 
schools across the county is 
made possible through the 
Massachusetts Office for Vic-
tim Assistance Drunk Driving 
Trust Fund, which is a state 
grant that provides support 
services and advocacy to 
victims, witnesses, and their 
family members of drunk and 
drugged driving crashes.

Douglas High School presentation.

Uxbridge High School presentation.

Northbridge High School presentation.
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Taking care of your health shouldn’t be like playing a game of roulette. 
Our patients choose Milford Regional Physician Group for their care because 
of our reputation for providing a more personal, high-quality approach to 
care – with dignity, compassion and respect. 

We give you better access to appointments, treat you like a family member, 
listen closely to your concerns, and help you better manage your overall health. 
And if you have complex medical issues and need a referral to a specialist, 
we’ve got you covered.

“My family of six have been patients for 25 years. 
Our doctor always goes above and beyond, 
including squeezing us in or calling after hours 
to check on how we are doing. Her care and 
compassion always makes us feel we are in very 
competent hands. She is more like a friend to us!”

                                           Stacy - Douglas, MA

Find a primary care provider who is right for 
you by visiting milfordregionalphysicians.org 
or simply scan the code to the left.

We’re accepting new primary care patients 
in Bellingham, Franklin, Hopkinton, Medway, 
Mendon, Milford and Northbridge.

milfordregionalphysicians.org
Member of the Milford Regional Healthcare System

Don’t leave your 
healthcare to chance!

Summer Specials!

Ray’s True Value Hardware
22 Howe Ave., Millbury, MA

(508) 865-9037
Mon. thru Sat. 7:30am-6:00pm

Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm

GRILLS
It’s 

Grilling 
Season!

Save 
up to 

40%
Patio 
Pots 

&
Garden 

Bed 
Kits

PATIO 
DINING 
SETS

HTH
1 lb. Super 

Select
Pool Shock 
Treatment

Suncast
83 gal. Patio Storage Box

UPTON – The Blackstone Val-
ley Tech Class of 2021 Com-
mencement Ceremony was 
held outdoors on its athletic 
field on May 27th. The eve-
ning ceremony was a socially 
distanced event for immediate 
family in attendance to cele-
brate the accomplishments of 
the Class of 2021 and say fare-
well before they go off on their 
next great adventure.
	 “It is really special that we 
are gathered here on cam-
pus. In fact, it is really special 
that we are gathered here in 
person to celebrate the ac-
complishments of the Class of 
2021,” said Assistant Superin-
tendent-Director/Principal Mr. 
Anthony E. Steele II during his 
opening remarks. “I’m very 
grateful for the dedication of 
our staff and the ongoing sup-
port of the Upton Board of 
Health to make this event pos-
sible. We will have an oppor-
tunity to honor our graduates 
with all the pomp and circum-
stance they deserve.”
	 The ceremony included a 
rousing rendition of the Na-
tional Anthem sung by gradu-
ate Kayleigh Labrecque of 
Northbridge. Yvette Martin, 
Director of Student Services, 
delivered the benediction. 
Graduate, Madison Mathieu of 
Douglas, gave an inspired and 
moving musical performance 
of “Always Remember US this 
Way” by Lady Gaga, in addi-
tion to student speakers.
	 Overcoming unexpected 
circumstances during the pan-
demic and lessons learned by 
this shared experience were 

common themes each student 
speaker addressed. Madison 
Gannon of Uxbridge, Valedic-
torian, spoke of extraordinary 
perseverance in navigating an 
uncertain senior year. Aaron 
Canali of Millville, Senior Class 
President, pointed out that life 
may not always go as expect-
ed, be prepared to embrace 
change. Isabella Caccavelli 
of Uxbridge, Student Council 
President, recognized that 
while the hard times shape 
who we are, what you go 
through does not define you, 
remember the incredible parts. 
Casey Goyette of Uxbridge, 
Salutatorian, reflected on the 
past year, embracing opportu-
nity and adapting to change.
	 Assistant Principal, Mr. Mat-
thew Urquhart, addressed the 
class and offered words of 
wisdom before congratulating 
that class on reaching one of 
life’s signature milestones. 
“Take solace in the fact that 
with all that you have en-
dured, all that you have seen, 
you are more than ready for 
what you are facing next.”  
	 “In a year that has been 
anything but ordinary, we cel-
ebrate the extraordinary Class 
of 2021. Our pioneers, inno-
vators, and trailblazers, who 
will make a real difference 
in their chosen fields,” said 
Superintendent-Director Dr. 
Michael F. Fitzpatrick. “You 
graduate with the grit, perse-
verance, and skillset to tackle 
and achieve your future goals 
as you move purposely to 
your vision of tomorrow. You 
are our best ambassadors to 

foster public awareness and 
appreciation for our trade 
schools.”
	 Three hundred students 
concluded their dual high 
school education. They re-
ceived their vocational cer-
tificates and diplomas, which 
certify mastery in their career-
technical programs, and a rig-
orous academic course of the 
study. The evening concluded 
with cheers and applause for 
the graduates as they tossed 
their caps towards the sky. 
	 To view the ceremony visit, 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
classof2021.

Marking a Milestone: BVT Celebrates the Class of 2021
300 Graduates Awarded Diplomas and Industry-Recognized Certifications

Class Valedictorian, Madison 
Gannon of Uxbridge, speaking 
during BVT’s Commencement 
Ceremony.

Kayleigh Labrecque of North-
bridge, singing the National An-
them during BVT’s Commence-
ment Ceremony.



13 Mendon St.
Uxbridge, MA
508-278-5040

Steve Guilliani, Master Barber HOURS
 Tues.-Thurs. & Fri. 9:30-5; Wed. 12-5; Sat. 8:00-1

Tuesday is Senior Day

Touch of Class
HAIRCUTS
$$1010

tmandsondisposalservices.com tmandsondisposalservices@yahoo.com

TM & Son
DISPOSAL SERVICES
671 Quaker Highway
Uxbridge, MA
401-309-1691

Construction Debris / Demolition / Stumps / Clean-outs

15, 20 & 30 Yard Roll Off Containers
Service At Its Best • Fully Insured

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), Uxbridge, MA
508.278.2628

Love your dog but 
not his BEHAVIOR?

• Personalized dog trainingin YOUR home
• Each lesson customized to stop
   the behaviors that frustrate you most
• All breeds, ages, personalities

Request your in-home consultation today!
CathysK9Kids.com   (508) 372-5030

The Tole Booth
Treasures for the Home from the Heart

129 Main St. (Rte. 122) • Blackstone, MA •(508) 876-8900
Hrs: Wed.-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5

The Tole Booth
Treasures for the Home from the Heart

129 Main St. (Rte. 122) • Blackstone, MA •(508) 876-8900
Hrs: Wed.-Sat. 10-5; Sun. 12-5

 Follow us onFacebook for updates!

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 13th
Open 10am-2pm

Closed Father’s Day, June 17th
DecOr fOr yOur hOMe & garDen: 

Lanterns & Lamps • Birdhouses
Candles •Garden Flags 

• Curtains • Signs 
Handmade Items by Local Artisans

Follow us 
on Facebook 
for updates!

The shop is brimming with everything Spring!
Prints & Signs, Curtains & LinensPrints & Signs, Curtains & Linens
Berries, Wreaths & FlowersBerries, Wreaths & Flowers
BirdhousesBirdhouses
Home DecorHome Decor
American Vintage, Black CrowAmerican Vintage, Black Crow
    and Swan Creek Candles    and Swan Creek Candles
Homemade Items by local artisans Homemade Items by local artisans 
And MoreAnd More

Don’t 
Forget 

Father’s 
Day!

Quaker TavernQuaker Tavern
OUR 

PATIO 
IS OPEN!
Join us 

for Lunch!

466 Quaker Highway • Rte. 146A • Uxbridge, MA 466 Quaker Highway • Rte. 146A • Uxbridge, MA 

(508) 779-0901(508) 779-0901

TUESDAYS
TRIVIA 
NIGHT

in the Lounge
Reservations 

Needed.

DINE-IN
and

TAKEOUT
Available

OPEN
Tuesday
through
Saturday
Noon to 

9pm

5 SOUTH MAIN ST., STE.B
UXBRIDGE, MA 01569

508-779-7655
WWW.JAYSMOKE.US 

PSMOKESHOP83@GMAIL.COM

•Kratom •CBD & Delta 8•Kratom •CBD & Delta 8
•Water Pipes •Vape•Water Pipes •Vape

Mention this ad for 
10% off on 

selected water pipes.

    
  

    
  Pr

imitive GoodsPrim
itive Goods

146 Mendon Street
Uxbridge, MA

 (508) 278-2700

email us on
Use Your Gift Cards
From The Holidays!

Hours: Thurs.-Sun.10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Don’t Forget Dad 
on Father’s Day

•Outdoor Items •Garden •Patriotic•Outdoor Items •Garden •Patriotic
•Furniture •Village Paint •Furniture •Village Paint 
•Antiques to Farmhouse •Antiques to Farmhouse 

•Primitive & Country •Candles •Primitive & Country •Candles 
•Handmades•Handmades

inUxbridge
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Hendricks Auto Body

(508) 278-6066
(508) 278-5533 (Fax)

Email: hendricksauto535@yahoo.com

Alfred Auty
Owner

535 Quaker Highway
Uxbridge, MA 01569

RS #864 LIC #10535
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2 S. Main St. 
Uxbridge, MA
508-282-6066
Open 6 days a week:

Mon. 10-3; 
Thurs.-Fri. 9-6:30

Sat. 8-4

UxbridgeUxbridge
is bustling with is bustling with 

businesses waiting businesses waiting 
to greet our friends to greet our friends 

and neighbors and neighbors 
when you visit us.when you visit us.

Butterfly

• Candles • Soaps • Jams
• Baby Items • Plants

• Other Unique Handmade Items

Hrs.: Mon.-Closed; Tues.-Fri. 12-7; Sat. 11-7
264 N. Main Street, (Rte. 122) Uxbridge, MA

(508) 840-5435

CONSIGNERS WANTED!!

Azrael AcresAzrael Acres

Time FunTime Fun Join Our Horse AcademyJoin Our Horse Academy
Boarding • Lessons • Shows • Horse Trails

Please call or text: 508-918-4531

144 Williams Street, Uxbridge, MA 
www.azraelacres.com

Fully LicensedFully Licensed
& Insured MA& Insured MA

RI Reg #: 4175RI Reg #: 4175
HIC #: 190392HIC #: 190392

•Roofing •Siding •Skylights•Roofing •Siding •Skylights
•Gutters •Chimneys •Windows•Gutters •Chimneys •Windows

(508) 278-3300

Serving all of New England

www.shineconstructioninc.com
FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

www.shopchevere.com
508.278.5566

336 N. Main St., Uxbridge
        Tues., Wed., Fri. and Sat. 11am-3pm; Thurs. Noon to 6pm

Wednesday
 June 23rd & July 15th

Beads & Boutique
hevereC

Boutique Apparel  •  Handmade JewelryBoutique Apparel  •  Handmade Jewelry
CBD Products  •  Unique GiftsCBD Products  •  Unique Gifts

Beads, Supplies, Classes and More!Beads, Supplies, Classes and More!

510 W. Hartford Avenue, Uxbridge, MA 01569
(508) 278-7563

www.themaneplace.com

The Mane Place
Mon Closed

Tue - Fri 9 AM - 5 PM 
Sat 8 AM - 4 PM 
Sun 9 AM - 1 PM

• Dog Treats and Coats
• Dog and Cat Food
• Supplements
• Grooming Supplies
• Wild Bird Feed
• Feed for Farm Animals

Spirit IIE-210
inc. cover &propane 

tank with fill

Value
$53000

1 entry per person per day
Drawing July 1

• Saddles and Tack
• Poultry Supplies
• Hoodies and Tees
• Cards & Gifts

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

10 year warranty
with bluetooth

Weber GrillWeber Grill
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NorEasterRoofing.com
Owner Rob Chaille - CSL# 69907 - HIC# 160483

172 Pond Street
Uxbridge, Ma 01569

508-NOR-EAST
   508-677-3278

• Siding • Windows • Gutters 

508-NOR-EAST
   508-667-3278

Owner Rob Chaille
NorEasterRoofing.com

172 Pond Street
Uxbridge, MA 01569

NorEasterRoofing.com
Owner Rob Chaille - CSL# 69907 - HIC# 160483

172 Pond Street
Uxbridge, Ma 01569

508-NOR-EAST
   508-677-3278

• Siding • Windows • Gutters Visit our 
Showroom at 
1 Providence 

Lane in 
Whitinsville

Unmask the hidden treasures of your homes

new floors by stopping by Carpet Lover

Plus Inc. on Rte. 16 in Uxbridge MA. 

 
We have a wide variety of flooring options including

Hardwood, Tile, Carpet, and Vinyl Plank.

WHITCOPRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons

MATTRESS
SALE!

TWIN: Reg. $299

NOW $17999

FULL: Reg. $499

NOW $25999

QUEEN: Reg. $599

NOW $28999

Mon.Fri. 10-8; Sat. 9-8; Sun. 10-7

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9343

SUMMER SALE - 100s OF DEALSSUMMER SALE - 100s OF DEALS
Over 1,000 ACs in stockOver 1,000 ACs in stock

1000s OF APPLIANCES
IN STOCK FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY

DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $39999

$37999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $79999

$69999

DELUXE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $49999

$47999

5 CU FT
CHEST FREEZER

$19999

FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR 
ELECTRIC RANGE

Reg. $49999

$44999

KITCHENAID
DISHWASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

MAYTAG
TOP WASHER

Reg. $69999

$65999

GE STAINLESS
SMOOTH TOP STOVE

Reg. $64999

$59999

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $169999

$109999

DELUXE ELECTRIC
DRYER

Reg. $49999

$44999

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $21899

$18899

GE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $84999

$69999

TV SALE
75” LG Reg. $999.99 $849.99
55” TV Reg. $399.99 $369.99
65” LG Reg. $699.99 $549.99
43” LG Reg. $399.99 $339.99
32” Smart TV Reg. $169.99 $139.99
50” LG Reg. $799.99 $349.99
86” LG Reg. $1999.99 $1799.99

KAYAKS
IN STOCK

GRILL GRILL 
SALESALE

OVER 1,500 BICYCLES IN STOCK - WE REPAIR BICYCLES

100s of
FREEZERS

IN STOCK!

PROPANE
FIRE
PITS

BBllaacckkssttoonnee  VVaalllleeyy  BBooaatt  RReennttaallss 

                      
SSttaanndd  UUpp  BBooaarrddss  ffoorr  rreenntt  

$45 daily, $40 ½ day (up to 3 hrs) or $79 for the weekend  

KKaayyaakkss  &&  CCaannooee  RReennttaallss 
Daily, weekend, weekly or onsite rates Includes Paddle and Life jacket - A Deposit required 

PPeeddaall  BBooaattss  aanndd  RRooww  BBooaatt  RReennttaallss  
Visit us online for more information and current rates  

GGrroouupp  RRaatteess  ~~  SSccoouuttss  ~~  FFaammiilliieess  ~~BBiirrtthhddaayy  ppaarrttiieess 
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STAND UP BOARDS For Rent
Daily, 1/2 day (up to 3 hrs.) 

or for the weekend.

KAYAKS & CANOE Rental
Daily, weekend, weekly or onsite 
rates. Includes: Paddle and Life 

Jacket - A Deposit Required.PEDAL BOATS and 
ROW BOAT Rentals

Visit us online for 
more information 
and current rates.

GROUP RATES
•Scouts •Families
•Birthday Parties

Blackstone Valley Boat Rentals
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$5 OFF

Any Canoe/Kayak
Full day rate w/this ad. 

Mon.-Fri. (Exp. 7/9/2021)

In 1903, the Simon Fairfield 
Public Library charged a fine 
of two cents per day on books, 
newspapers, or encyclopedias 
kept past their due-date. This 
was when a ham sandwich 
lunch at the Goodness Store 
down the street cost ten cents. 
In the intervening 118 years, 
library fine policies have gone 
through a number of iterations 
(never quite keeping up with 
inflation), all with the goal of 
trying to get our items back on 

time so they’re available to the 
next borrower.
	 When COVID-19 entered the 
Commonwealth in March of last 
year, we made it our goal to get 
as much of our collection off our 
shelves and out into the com-
munity as possible. We didn’t 
care when our books would 
come back as much as we cared 
about getting them where they 
would do the most good be-
fore our families had to hunker 
down. One of first procedures 

we altered was overdue fee col-
lection. In March 2020, we set 
our computers to forgive all fines 
when we check in items—and just 
like that, overdue fees went away. 
In April 2021, the trustees voted to 
keep it that way.
	 Our library is not the only 
one to take this step. As of June 
1, 2021, a little more than half 
of the 150 libraries in the CW-
MARS consortium have “gone 
fine-free” as we’re calling it in 
the profession. Why the sudden 
sea change? To answer that, I 
think it is important to ask why 
libraries charge overdue fines in 
the first place, and how that fits 
into our overall mission of get-
ting people to read. Ultimately, 
overdue fines have one purpos-
es and one purpose only: they 
are a way of trying to get our 
items back on time so that other 
people can borrow them.
	 “But aren’t overdue fines 
a source of revenue for the Li-
brary?”
	 In Douglas, the amount taken 
in from overdue fees in the past 
years has hovered between 

$800 and $1,000 depending on 
how aggressively we pursued 
collecting them that year. But 
therein lies the conundrum. 
Having these conversations with 
patrons, collecting the money, 
making change, and updating 
the electronic record takes staff 
time. Turning over the money to 
the town treasurer and reconcil-
ing the revolving account where 
it goes with the finance director 
takes my time. It doesn’t take 
much math to determine that 
we actually spend more money 
paying librarians to manage late 
fees than they bring in.
	 “But aren’t overdue fines 
important to teach patrons per-
sonal responsibility?”
	 I’d like to see where any 
public library’s bylaws, strate-
gic plan, or mission statement 
contains “teaching members 
of the community personal re-
sponsibility” as a goal. Making 
kids give us money because 
their parents don’t adhere to a 
strict library visiting schedule 
that coincides with our loan 
periods isn’t going to foster a 
love of reading. And people 
who haven’t figured out how to 
be responsible by the time they 
are adults are certainly not go-
ing to learn that discipline 
courtesy of the public library. 
This is a completely fabricated, 
utterly absurd justification to 
charge overdue fees.
	 “So do fines incentivize pa-

trons to bring back their items 
on time?”
	 Consider that our fine collec-
tion rates in Douglas mean that 
between 8,000 and 10,000 over-
due days (or put another way, 
between 22 and 27 overdue 
years) are paid for each year. 
Modern economists, behavioral 
psychologists, and anyone who 
has actually worked at a library 
circulation desk can attest 
to the fact that overdue fines 
don’t bring back our books any 
faster. Once you slap a fine on 
a behavior, you have given it 
a price. That price will inevita-
bly be worth it to some people, 
and in the case of 10 cents per 
day, it’ll be worth it to a lot of 
people. At a threshold that low, 
a significant number of patrons 
don’t care if their items are late 
and will happily part with a few 
cents or bucks when they visit 
the library.
	 On the flip side of that coin, 
for the patrons to whom 10 
cents a day matters, it really 
matters. Patrons who accumu-
late fines because of chronic 
disorganization, lack of reli-
able transportation, or other 
reasons which are likely to 
coincide with lower socioeco-
nomic status are the ones who 
are are not going to be able 
and/or so inclined as to pay 
their overdue fees. When a 
patron tries to check out items 
and finds that their account is 
blocked because they owe over 
$10 in late fees (which means 

they weren’t paying attention 
to late fees to begin with), the 
patron is usually not happy. 
We will bend over backward to 
get their account back in good 
standing because our goal is to 
keep people reading. If it turns 
into a confrontation, though, 
we are unlikely to see that pa-
tron again. And that patron 
may be the one that needs the 
library the most.
	 I work here and late fees 
don’t dissuade me from keep-
ing items overdue. I have 3 
kids, all of whom are vora-
cious readers. Between board 
books, picture books, chapter 
books, and a maybe even a 
couple new scifi reads for my-
self, it isn’t uncommon for me 
to have upwards of 40 items 
out at a time. That’s more than 
I can carry in one arm-load, 
and it already takes at least 2 
trips to the car just to load up 
my family. I let items slip past 
their due date all the time, and 
I’d like to consider myself at 
least a little bit of a personally 
responsible adult.
	 Every Library is different, 
but I’d argue that it is time 
for all libraries to shed them-
selves of this antiquated ritual 
of shame. “Thanks for bringing 
these books back. Now you 
owe us $3.50” doesn’t exactly 
put out a welcome mat that en-
courages further library use.

Thanks for reading,
Justin Ray Snook, Director

Simon Fairfield Public Library

Douglas Library goes fine-free

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

151 Davis St, 
Douglas MA 

(508) 476-3926 Located 1.5 miles off of Route 146 
exit 3 on  Route 16 in Douglas

However could you please take out-
Commodities-Consignments and some 
dealers present and replace w/ starting 
may 16 and 17 outside fl ea market and 
craft fair -all welcome. every week-
end.
please fi x auction section-please have 
it read see leo for upcoming fi eld auc-
tiom in june  (no sale )              
Ad is BEAUTIFUL!!

Classic Car Service 
and Repair

TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS
& AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

(508) 476-3926

• Brakes
• Tires
• Shocks
• Exhaust

Specializing in Transmissions

• Alignments
• Tune-Ups
• All General 
  Repairs
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See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

WWW.FRAMERSGALLERYMA.COM

The Framer’s Gallery
567 Southbridge St., Rte. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

508-832-6111

May all your futures 
be picture-perfect.

Tasks for Transit fuels possibilities for people in need  
By Christine Galeone
Although the economy has 
improved since the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
many families and individuals 
are still struggling financially. 
Those struggles are apparent 
in the increase of food insecu-
rity throughout the state. But 
regularly being able to access 
healthy food isn’t the only 
challenge facing those who 
are unemployed or have low 
incomes.
	 Steve McClure, the co-
founder of Tasks for Transit, 
said that the need for trans-
portation assistance is greater 
than ever. “We serve the eco-
nomically disadvantaged in 
Greater Worcester,” he said. 
“The size of that group has in-
creased during the pandemic.”
	 Fortunately, Tasks for Tran-
sit will resume its operations 
on January 1. That’s the same 
day that the Worcester Region-
al Transit Authority (WRTA) 
will once again collect bus 
fares from its passengers. The 
Millbury-based nonprofit gen-
erally provides thousands of 
WRTA bus passes to people 
in need each year.  
	 Established in 2015, Tasks 
for Transit is a volunteer-run 
nonprofit with donated office 
space to keep its operating 
costs down. McClure said that 
the nonprofit’s mission is “to 
provide transportation to the 
economically disadvantaged 
in Greater Worcester, so that 
they can access the services 

offered for them at the vari-
ous charities and government 
departments in the Greater 
Worcester area, get to and 
from medical appointments, 
job interviews or other similar 
needs.” It accomplishes that 
mission by partnering with 
Central Massachusetts chari-
ties that serve people who 
could benefit from free WRTA 
bus passes.
	 The nonprofit serves peo-
ple through its Free WRTA 
Bus Day Pass Program and 
its Job Fare program. The 
first provides ten WRTA bus 
passes to each of its 31 partner 
charities every month.  The 
second provides – upon re-
quest – a kit to a partner char-
ity serving someone who just 
got a job. The kit includes a 
31-day WRTA bus pass, a free 
haircut voucher and a list of 
resources. It enables the new 
employee to be able to get to 

work until that person is able 
to earn enough money to pay 
for transportation.
	 The effectiveness of its 
partner charities, which in-
clude highly-regarded non-
profits such as Veterans, 
Inc., Interfaith Hospitality 
Network of Worcester and 
Hotel Grace, is bolstered by 
the transportation assistance 
for its clients. One partner 
nonprofit reported to Tasks 
for Transit that a woman 
was able to attend a GED 
program because of the bus 
passes. Another reported 
that a single mother and re-
covering addict was able to 
get to a treatment center.  
	 “A poor woman was given a 
free day pass by the Worcester 
South Neighborhood Center – 
another TFT partner charity 
– to go to a job interview,” Mc-
Clure recalled. “She went, had 
the interview and got the job. 

Focus on non-profits

Soon after, she bought herself 
a one-year pass.”
	 Aware that most nonprofits 
that assist people with low or 
no incomes view lack of trans-
portation as an important is-
sue, McClure said that Tasks 
for Transit has increased the 
number of charities it part-
ners with from six in 2016 to 
31 in 2021. And although the 
WRTA Board decided, this 
month, to extend the free 
fares that it instituted at the 
beginning of the pandemic 
to January 1, it had intended 
to resume charging fares on 
July 1. And Tasks for Transit 

had been ready to restart op-
erations as well. 
	 Tasks for Transit hopes to 
expand its reach. McClure 
said, “We will continue to op-
erate both of our programs, 
and we will expand our net-
work of charity partners, add-
ing four additional ones each 
year.”
	 “Tasks for Transit has de-
termined that between two 
thirds and three quarters of 
the local area charities are not 
able to provide transportation 
with their programs,” McClure 
shared. “In other words, this is 
a pervasive problem and, given 

the impact of the pandemic, the 
need is great. Tasks for Transit 
is working to fill this need.”
	 More information about 
the nonprofit is available on 
the Tasks for Transit website, 
www.tasksfortransit.org. 
	 If you would like to suggest a 
Blackstone Valley nonprofit or 
initiative for this series, please 
contact Christine at cmgale-
one15@gmail.com.

Azrael AcresAzrael Acres
Time FunTime Fun

Join Our Horse AcademyJoin Our Horse Academy
Boarding • Lessons • Shows • Horse Trails

144 Williams Street, Uxbridge, MA • www.azraelacres.com
Please call or text: 508-918-4531
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Landscape & MasonryLandscape & Masonry
MaterialsMaterials

WE HAVE MOVEDWE HAVE MOVED 2677 Broncos Highway2677 Broncos Highway
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI

((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)
401-769-4286401-769-4286

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am - 12pm

Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Compost 
Garden Fertilizers • Controls • Repellants
Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits

Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite • Flagstone
 Cobblestone • Palletized Stone • Wood Pellets
Chimney Supplies • Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products
UniLock Pavers and Walls

Homeowners 
& Contractors 

Welcome!
Delivery 
Available

Whitinsville Social Library, 
17 Church St., Whitinsville, 
www.northbridgemass.org/
WSL; phone (508) 234-2151. 
Follow WSL on Facebook, In-
stagram and Twitter. Register 
for crafts and events www.
tinyurl.com/EventsAtWSL. Li-
brary hours: Monday - Thurs-
day: 10-7; Friday 10 - 4; Satur-
day 10 - 2;  Cclosed Saturday 
6/19 for Juneteenth.
	 The library has reopened to 
the public. All returns are fine-
free through Labor Day 2021. 
Masks are encouraged but not 
required. Computers are avail-
able by appointment only.
	 Tails and Tales - Summer 
Reading June 21 - August 14. 
Whitinsville Social Library 
presents this year’s Summer 
Reading Program, “Tails and 
Tales.” Celebrate with all types 
of animals...including their 
fun tails. This year’s Summer 
Reading Kickoff is on Satur-
day, June 26, from 10:00 - 1:30; 
come by to register for sum-
mer reading and receive your 
summer reading kit with all 
the program information. Each 
week will be a different animal 
theme, make sure to join us 
throughout the summer for a 
mix of virtual and in-person 
programs, and track your 
reading using the Beanstack 

App or online version. Addi-
tional programs will be added 
throughout the summer, in-
cluding weekly Tween and 
Teen Crafternoons, Storytime, 
and Baby Bounce. Registration 
is required for each event and 
events will take place either 
virtually or outside of the li-
brary. Registrations will open 
one week before the event 
date. Register at: www.tinyurl.
com/EventsAtWSL
	 World Wide Knit in Public 
Day - Saturday, June 12, from 
11-1. Join fellow knitters on the 
Library’s front lawn for World 
Wide Knit in Public Day. Bring 
your project and something to 
sit on. Mask wearing and sun-
screen are encouraged. Drop 
in any time between 11 and 1. 
This event is for fiber artists of 
all ages. If the weather is poor 
this event will not take place.
Memoir Book Club: Boy Erased 
- Wednesday, June 23, at 6. 
Join us for a discussion of 
Garrard Conley’s best-selling 
memoir “Boy Erased.” Copies 
are available at the Library’s 
front desk. The meeting is 
taking place outside on the li-
brary’s front lawn. If you have 
one, please bring a chair. Sign 
up to be notified if the meeting 
needs to be rescheduled due 
to poor weather.

	 Cookbook Club: Zahtar - 
Thursday, June 24, at 12. Join 
us for June’s meeting as we 
discuss the Middle Eastern 
spice blend called zahtar. 
Stop by the library to pick 
up a free sample of the spice. 
Bring the spice home, cook 
with it, and come to the meet-
ing to discuss your thoughts. 
June’s meeting will take place 
on the library’s front lawn so 
please bring a chair and some 
sunscreen. Cookbook Club 
is the last Thursday of every 
month.
	 Adult Craft: Patriotic Lan-
terns -  Tuesday, June 29, at 
6. Sign up to reserve your kit 
to create a patriotic lantern, 
just in time for your Inde-
pendence Day celebration. 
You can either pick up your 
kit anytime between 10-7 on 
June 29 or you can come craft 
in the library’s front yard with 
hands-on instruction at 6. If 
you bring the craft home scis-
sors and glue are required. 
Registration required.
	 Friends of the Library 
Meeting, Tuesday, June 29 at 
6:30. All are welcome to join. 
The June Friends of WSL 
meeting is taking place on the 
library’s front lawn. Please 
bring a chair. If the weather 
is poor this meeting will take 
place virtually. Please contact 
friendsWSL2019@gmail.com 
for more info.

Rebecca Sasseville
Library Director

Whitinsville Social Library
The public library for 

Northbridge

Whitinsville Social Library news

Summer yard sales
The Helping Hand summer 
yard sales schedule has been 
announced.  The time of each 
sale is 8 am to noon. The dates 
include June 19, July 10 and 
July 24, August 7 and August 

21, and  September 11. The 
yard sales are held at Dodge 
Chapel, 81 Hammond Hill 
Road, Charlton. To donate call 
Deb 508-987-0708, Annette 508-
347-7596, or Judy 508-248-5580.
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BACKUP POWER, 
FOR EVERY ADDRESS.
Now there’s a reliable KOHLER® generator to fi t 
every home. From 6 to 150 kW, our generators have 
compact footprints that fi t comfortably on your lot. 
Whatever the size of your home, we’re with you.

From engines to generators, we give the world power.

Visit our Showroom:
230 Church St, Suite B, Whitinsville, MA 01588

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR
 FREE ESTIMATE!
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Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare

In-Home Services Available

30 years 
in business
Denise and 
Bill Jones

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

www.tlcpethaven.com

Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

s

Window Cleaning
Pressure Washing
Soft Roof Washing
Gutter Clean Out

windowgenie.com/sutton
facebook.com/windowgeniesutton

The only other update is my 
website changed to windowge-
nie.com/sutton  The other web-
site still routes it over there.  If 
it doesn't look like too much 
either, you could add my face-
book page at  facebook.com/
windowgeniesutton

Mention this ad and receive

10% OFF 
your service!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

774-262-7383
windowgenie.com/sutton

facebook.com/windowgeniesutton
Our Services Include:

Pressure Washing • Window Cleaning
Concrete Cleaning • Soft Roof Washing

Gutter Clean Out

Family owned and operated since 1992 
 

Jim Morrissette’s 
Oil Burner Service, Inc. 

 
 

Add ‘Call for Burner Cleaning’  
to your Spring Cleaning List! 

 

Buderus Boilers     Mitsubishi Mini Split Systems               
Oil Heating Systems Installed 

24 hr. Emergency Service 
Affordable Budgets 

Installation A/C Systems 
Automatic Delivery Service 
Senior Citizen Discounts 

 

103 Gendron Street, Northbridge, MA 01534 
www.morrissetteoil.com  508-234-3026 info@morrissetteoil.com 
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Serving Blackstone Valley for over 27 years 
 

Buderus Boilers     Mitsubishi Mini Split Systems               
Oil Heating Systems Installed 

24 hr. Emergency Service 
Affordable Budgets 

Installation A/C Systems 
Automatic Delivery Service 
Senior Citizen Discounts 

 

103 Gendron Street, Northbridge, MA 01534 
www.morrissetteoil.com  508-234-3026 info@morrissetteoil.com 

 
 

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Uxbridge Senior Center news
UXBRIDGE -  The Uxbridge Senior Center, 36 South Main St., has 
listed its calendar for June.
Director’s news for June
	  The Commonwealth continues to take steps to work toward a 
“new normal” as public health metrics trend in a positive direction 
and vaccination rates increase.  While there is much reason for 
hope, we are still living in a global pandemic.  It remains critically 
important to continue to practice prevention strategies.  We must 
all continue to do our part to stop the spread and remain vigilant. 
But working towards a new normal does not have a single on/off 
switch. This presents an opportunity to think and plan for what a 
new normal means to each of us. The Uxbridge Senior Center has 
been incredibly innovative during this time.  We developed new ser-
vices and new programs to service our community members and 
look forward to the near future to see you all again. 
	 The Executive Office of Elder Affairs has created a planning tool 
which will be useful as we think about approaches to scale up. Over 
the next several months, the Uxbridge Senior Center will slowly 
scale up services and programs. Effective immediately, our Activ-
ity Department will begin with increasing our outdoor programs, 
weather permitting, limited to a number of participants.  Program 
participants will be required to RSVP in advance of the program and 
socially distance by remaining six-feet apart when in attendance.  
Cleaning and sanitizing practices will be maintained. (see the Activ-
ity Calendar in this newsletter for more info) Also, effective June 1, 
the Center opened for one-on-one meetings, to help those that may 
need assistance with applications and counsel.  The Center is open 
Monday, Wednesday and Fridays by appointment only.  Please call 
the Center for more details and information.  Planning for a gradual 
return to safe in-person programming and services for all members 
of the community, including those who are vaccinated and not yet 
vaccinated, is our priority.  Your patience and understanding is 
greatly appreciated.

	 Thank you to all who participated and contributed to our recent 
Krispy Kreme Fundraising event for the Activity Department.  Con-
grats to Jeanne Metcalf for being the top seller of 15 dozen donuts.  
We were able to raise over $500 which will be put towards crafts and 
other supplies for our programs.  Thanks again for your support.
	 Our congregate meal program continues to be closed at this time 
due to space restrictions.  Our Fish Curbside Luncheons and Home 
Delivered luncheons will continue for the month of June.  Please 
check out the menu and don’t forget to RSVP to reserve your lunch.  
The Center received a generous donation from Susan & Brian Dicks 
and the ERA Key Realty Charitable Trust.  This donation sponsored 
our May 21 and all of June’s Fish Curbside Lunches.  Thanks again 
for all you do.
	 Our transportation program continues to be up and running. 
Please call Donna to book your medical rides in advance. We con-
tinue to have shopping trips every month.  Please check out the cal-
endar of events for more info and be sure to RSVP ahead of time. 
Stay safe and enjoy the summer time weather.            --  Lisa Bernard      
Virtual programs will be aired on Local Cable Channel 192 Tuesday 
– Thursdays, 9:30am & 5:30pm also 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. (times 
may vary). You can also check out our Facebook page and YouTube 
channel. 
	 MCOA Walk Massachusetts Challenge Continues – Lace up your 
sneakers – Walk the Mass Challenge is Back.  Program runs through 
Sept. 30. This year has more prizes and will be incorporated with 
Sally’s Walking Club Every Wednesday, 10 a.m. Meeting at the Black-
stone Valley Greenway on Adams St., South Uxbridge. To sign up, go 
to www.mcoaonline.com/walkma or call 508-278-8622.
	 Friday, June 11 - 1:00 pm – Outdoor bingo.  This will be held in our 
parking lot (weather permitting) and prizes will be awarded!  Must 
call 508-278-8622 to sign up as space Is limited.  
	 Thursday, June 17 – 2:00 p.m. – Outdoor Craft with Sally making 
Sock Gnomes.  Space is limited so please RSVP to reserve your spot.  
Social distancing, safety precautions in place and masks required. 

Donations are always welcome!  
	 Friday, June 18 – The Senior Center will be closed in observance 
of “Juneteenth” Freedom Day. We will re-open on Monday, June 21. 
	 Thursday, June 24 – 2:00 pm – Outdoor tie-dying craft with Sally.  
Space is limited so please RSVP to reserve your spot.  Social distanc-
ing, safety precautions in place and masks required. Donations are 
always welcome.  Rain date July 1.
	 Friday, June 25 – 12:00 pm - Baked Fish curbside pickup – spon-
sored by ERA Key Realty Charitable Trust Fund/   RSVP is required. 
Please Call 508-278-8622 to reserve your meal.   
	 Friday, June 25 – 1:00 pm – Facebook Live Family Feud. Tune in to 
the Uxbridge Senior Center Facebook page for some fun. Prize given 
to first place participant!
	 Zumba classes are on a hiatus for the month of June.  Stay tuned 
for news of future classes resuming soon!
	 Uxbridge Senior Center On The Move - Videos will be posted ev-
ery Monday at 10:00 am.  Get ready to join Sally and Gail on virtual 
trips in and around Uxbridge.
 

West Hill Dam accepting 
picnic shelter reservations

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, New England 
District announced that 
West Hill Dam in Uxbridge 
is now accepting picnic 
shelter reservations for the 
2021 summer recreation 
season.
	 Permits will be offered 
through Sept. 5, and only 
those with approved per-
mits can access the picnic 
shelters due to limited ve-
hicle access. Picnic shelter 
use permits will be issued 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis for activities such as 
graduation and birthday 
parties, small reunions, and 
church or group events. 
There are two picnic shel-
ters which will be available 
on Saturdays and Sundays 

only and will require a $75 
permit fee per shelter.
	 Permits can be obtained 
by calling Park Ranger 
Viola Bramel at (978) 318-
8417. The Day Use Area, 
which includes the beach-
es, swimming area, picnic 
tables and grills, opened 
for the summer recreation 
season on June 5. Visitors 
to the day use area must 
park at the project office at 
518 East Hartford Avenue in 
Uxbridge and walk to the 
area. There will be no day 
use area entrance fee. Visi-
tors to the day use area and 
people utilizing the picnic 
shelters must comply with 
federal, state and local CO-
VID-19 guidelines for out-
door recreation. 
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555 Hazel Street Uxbridge, MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869  |  F. 508.278.9384  |  info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House
Laboratory, Digital Radiography, Acupuncture, 

Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists 
Available by Consultation.

Specialty services available as well as 
night and weekend appointments.

JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM

ALYSSA VINCENT, DVM
ALI O'HAGAN, DVM

510 Hartford Ave W, Uxbridge, MA 01569555 Hazel Street Uxbridge, MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869  |  F. 508.278.9384  |  info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House
Laboratory, Digital Radiography, Acupuncture, 

Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists 
Available by Consultation.

Specialty services available as well as 
night and weekend appointments.

JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM

ALYSSA VINCENT, DVM
ALI O'HAGAN, DVM

UXBRIDGE SPARTANS
HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!

555 Hazel Street Uxbridge, MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869  |  F. 508.278.9384  |  info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House
Laboratory, Digital Radiography, Acupuncture, 

Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists 
Available by Consultation.

Specialty services available as well as 
night and weekend appointments.

JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM

ALYSSA VINCENT, DVM
ALI O'HAGAN, DVM

NORTHBRIDGE RAMS
HERE’S TO A GREAT SEASON!

WE’VE MOVED!

PERFECT PAW
46 Providence Road, Northbridge

• Family Owned
• Award Winning Groomer

(508) 779-7448
Theperfectpaw.net

facebook.com/ThePerfectPawMA

F O R   Y O U R   P E R F E C T   P E T

• Grooming
• Daycare
• Boarding
by Kelly Hauk

www.barknbubblesmillbury.com

154 Riverlin St.
Millbury, Ma. 01527
508-865-8155

BEST OF CENTRAL MASS
Best Pet Groomer 2016 & 2017

SM 

Living ON with Lincoln

A visit from Lincoln

By Amy Palumbo-LeClaire
A month has passed since the 
day I lost Lincoln. I’ve come to 
realize that there’s no “getting 
over it” so much as there is 
finding a way to “get on with 
it.” I know it’s what Lincoln 
wants for me. He had the re-
markable ability to allow joy 
to overcome pain and move 
forward. Life offers so many 
unexpected thrills. Why be 
melancholic when you can 
stick your head out the car 
window and watch a movie 
play out at double speed? 
Dogs naturally pay attention. 
They study, learn and appre-
ciate simple pleasures. Con-
sequently, they know stuff 
before we do. Dogs sense the 
threat of a storm, a burglar, 
a seizure, or even the sorry 
scent of a non-dog person. 
“If my dog doesn’t like you, 
there’s going to be a problem” 
is a saying, perhaps, not far 
from the truth.
	 Do dogs sense heaven?
	 I believe they do. I believe 
Lincoln has. 
	 He was about six years old, 
the hair on his face still a dark 
blonde. He sensed the Tufts 
University Dog Park before 
we arrived. The field! The roll-
ing hills! The parking lot! The 
routine continued per usual: 
open car door, jump out, nose 
to ground, and hustle to the 

gate. Dogs of all shapes and 
sizes awaited him with stiff cu-
riosity. “Look at this big guy. 
He has a ball in his mouth!” 
Lincoln remained aloof. He 
preferred humans and there 
wasn’t a thing I could do 
about it. “Lincoln – look at that 
dog with the spots!” I built up 
the Dalmatians. “Look at the 
dog with the pushed in face! 
He’s ugly-cute!” I compliment-
ed the Boxers. But Lincoln, 
non-compliant, chose to sit at 
the heels of humans and drop 
ball after ball by their toes, an 
unsubtle suggestion to play. 
“Toss up a quick one and I’ll 
bring it back!”  

	 I let him participate in a few 
rounds of fetch before we’d 
take part in a favorite routine, 
a hike through a woodsy trail 
located behind the park. The 
dog-hike, I must confess, is a 
superior mood elevator, far 
better than any pill I’m aware 
of. “Look at this rock! Oh my 
gosh, do you smell that chip-
munk! What’s up ahead? Look 
– a secret cave. Let’s explore. 
You coming?” Dogs are fantas-
tically grateful for simple, un-
expected pleasures.
	 About a half mile into the 
hike, a rocky incline led us 
to the border of the woods, 
where the dark of the wilder-
ness meets the light of the sky. 
As though passing from one 
world to the next, we climbed 
over a stone wall and entered. 
A breathtaking green meadow 
stretched for miles below a 
clear blue sky. The landscape 
appeared as bright and crisp as 
the shiny page of a hardcover 
fairy tale book. “Go ahead, Lin-
coln! Go take a run. I’ll be right 
here.” I wanted Lincoln to expe-
rience the breadth of the green 
meadow, and take a break from 
human rules. I wanted him to 

enjoy some free time. 
	 The problem was, Lincoln 
knew something.
	 “Not yet. Not now.” 
	 He lifted his chin to the air, 
absorbed the scene with his 
nose, then made an abrupt 
to decision to turn around 
and come sit by my side. 
Heaven. “You don’t want to 
go?”  I pet his head. He broke 
into his easy smile. Not yet. 
Something stirred in my heart 
while we sat in the quiet of the 
meadow that day. Small and 
humble, we both knew. There 
was something greater await-
ing us. 
	 I have faith, but I’m hu-
man. Since Lincoln’s passing 
on April 16th, I’ve prayed for 
him to show me a sign that 
he’s okay. My husband had 
already received one, the rare 
and relentless chirping of a 
bird (on the night of his death) 
by the window in our family 
room where the two used to 
sit before bed.  
	 “Show me a sign, too, Lin-

coln,” I prayed.
	 My sign(s) came to me in 
dreams, both of which reflect-
ed the same distinct quality. 
The dreams were not hazy, 
scattered, and confusing. In-
stead, they were crystal clear 
and made complete sense. 	
	 They were so—
	 Lincoln!
	 So real. 
	 During the first, I was behind 
the closed door of a crowded 
beach resort. People with no 
voice roamed everywhere. 
A large concession stand sat 
at the front of the crowd. I 
sensed Lincoln on the other 
side of the door. I just knew he 
was there waiting, so opened 
the door. “I knew you were 

here! I’ve missed you so 
much, Lincoln!” I kneeled be-
side him and gave him a hug. 
He lifted his head as he usu-
ally does and smiled. Then I 
looped a leash (the same style 
as the one needed on the day 
he was euthanized) around 
his neck and, together, we 
weaved through the crowd. 
Lincoln was leading me to the 
ocean. I knew it. That’s when 
I woke up, struck by a revela-
tion. An ocean visit had been 
on our bucket list. It was the 
one thing I wanted to accom-
plish with him this summer. 
	 The next dream, which oc-
curred a few days later, had 
a completely different tone. 
Lincoln was sleeping with 
his head on a pillow. His coat 
was ungroomed and slightly 
stinky. I knew viscerally that I 
wasn’t supposed to wake him. 
He needed to sleep. We need-
ed to be apart. But Lincoln 
knew something more. He 
sensed me and jostled. Then 
he nudged my arm with his 

snout in an affirmative, very 
deliberate way. He wanted to 
be close. I kept moving back 
to let him sleep, but he kept 
moving closer. Finally, I let 
him rest his head on my lap. 
I pet his head softly, just as I 
had the day he died. 
	 Lincoln may have passed, 
but we are still together. My 
dog knows.
------------------------------------------------------
Dear Reader - Thank you for 
your heartfelt condolences 
during the past month, and for 
sharing your stories with me 
via amyleclaire@hotmail.com.  
Losing a dog is never easy, but 
having each other to lean on 
sure does makes a difference.  
Stay tuned for more on Living 
with Lincoln! 
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WHITINSVILLE – The Whitin Community Center is excited to an-
nounce the return of its popular Cars In The Park event. Good-
bye 2020, and hello 2021. The 7th annual Cars In The Park (CITP) 
will be held on Saturday, August 21, (rain date August 22) from 
10am-4pm, in the beautiful 7.5 acre Whitin Park, 60 Main Street 
in Whitinsville. Cars In The Park is a car, truck and motorcycle 
show with Best In Show, 25 trophies, door prizes, show dash 
plaques and goodie bags (for the first 50 pre-registered vehicles), 
food trucks, event vendors, kids activities, 50/50 and raffles, en-

7th annual Cars In The Park – classic cars, food trucks and family fun
tertainment and more. Admission is free for spectators.
	 Vehicles can register with a discount for a $10 donation before 
July 21 and a $15 donation as of July 21. Vehicles can register 
online through either secure RaceReach site at https://app.ra-
cereach.com/event/cars-in-the-park/register or by visiting www.
WhitinCommunityCenter.com and clicking on the register but-
ton, in person at the member services desk or on the day of the 
event. The WCC is also now accepting registrations for exhibit 
and food vendors. Please visit website and click on the register 
button to sign up as a vendor. For more information, please visit 
www.WhitinCommunityCenter.com or contact Sarah Lawson, 
Director of Marketing and Events, at Sarah.Lawson@OurGym.
org or 508.234.8184.
	 This is a family event with activities including: free StoryWalk, 
free kids scavenger hunt, free WCC balloons, free YearOne col-
oring books, free playground, free Summit Racing Kids Choice 
awards, free corn hole and and more. 

Cruising scene 2021                                                                 

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job...no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• Environmentally Friendly
• No job too small

SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE
SERVING WORCESTER COUNTY

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

Custom-Concrete: Buy only the quantity you need.
NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

Sidewalk & curb repair - concrete finishing services available
Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners       Contractors

Independently Owned & Operated Independently Owned & Operated 
by Sue Adamsby Sue Adams

Local: 508-865-9300Local: 508-865-9300

Call today for your FREE In-Home ConsultationCall today for your FREE In-Home Consultation

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or offers. 
Offer valid until 6/30/21

      SUPER 
      SUMMER

       SALE
Block that 

damaging SUN
Save 20% 
on all sliding door 

treatments 
Save 25% 
on all Honeycomb 
and Solar/Roller 

Shades

By Jim Weicherding 
That’s right, all you classic car 
and truck owners. Gas prices 
are going up. Just in time for 
the summer cruisin’ scene 
across the region. We all en-
dured more than a year of 
living in seclusion due to the 
pandemic and when we start 
to see some daylight at the 
end of that very long tunnel, 
they start raising gas prices. 
Not just a little. They are rais-
ing the gas prices a lot.
	 Many of you didn’t have a 
great 2020 and I’m sure many 

of you felt your belts tighten 
because you lost income dur-
ing the last year. Higher gas 
prices aren’t sitting very well 
with anyone, especially, with 
those of us who love to partic-
ipate in classic car and truck 
shows and cruise nights. 
	 What happens now is re-
ally simple but sad to write 
about: “Where do I cruise and 
how often can I afford to get 
to these automotive events?” 
You have to pick and choose 
among classic car and truck 

shows and cruise nights be-
cause those decisions can 
now be based on gas prices. 
	 Businesses that host these 
venues need the customers to 
show up in order to survive. 
Charities that benefit from 
these types of events are rais-
ing less funds because people 

can’t afford gas prices. 
	 If they do attend, they have 
to donate less because it costs 
them a small fortune at the 
pumps to fill up their rides 
with gas. Have a great and safe 
summer; hope to see you at a 
classic car and truck show or 
cruise night soon.

Gas up... way up

FOR SALE
24 Ft. Lowe Pontoon Boat

Mercury Outboard
Call Ron 

(508) 737-4942

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
(intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter 

how impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving please 
the Heart of God.              Believer

375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

Please visit our website for ideas on your upcoming fence project

PVC Vinyl - 100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: 

Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

CHAIN LINK
Galvanized and Vinyl Coated

Custom Cedar
Gates

Ornamental Aluminum/Steel

COMPLETE LINE OF RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FENCING

FENCING MATERIALS 
Available for the Do-It Yourself Install

We have been your official 
Eastern Illusions Dealer 

since 2005

Complete Life Of Residential & Commercial Fencing
375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 5 minutes from MA, off 146A

Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956
RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 • Fully Insured For Your Protection

“Fencing materials 
always available for 

sale for the Do-It 
Yourself Install.”

Custom Cedar
Galvanized & Vinyl Coated 
Chain Link • Ornamental 

Aluminum & Steel
Please visit our website at nsfenceri.com 
for ideas on your upcoming fence project

100% Virgin Vinyl
Available in: Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

Terri and Mike

NOW OPEN
FOR THE

2016 SEASON
Get a Head Start on Your 
SpriNg prOjEct
Call to schedule an appointment. 
Visit our Webster for great deals!
www.nsfenceri.com

Professional Service & Installation
“We provide a quality product and work with our 
customers to install a fence that fits their needs.”

	 Money raised from this year’s event will support the Whitin 
Community Center, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, that is 
committed to the health and well-being of individuals and fami-
lies and to building a strong community in the Blackstone Valley. 
The Whitin Community Center has been serving the Blackstone 
Valley for 98 years offering social, recreational, educational, and 
outreach programs that bring community members of all ages 
and backgrounds together.
	 If you are interested in volunteering at this fun event, volun-
teers receive free refreshments and t-shirt. Volunteer tasks in-
clude volunteer coordinator, ballot input (must be experienced 
in Excel), park clean up, setup, take down, collecting vehicle 
fees, collecting donations, handing out programs/flyers, kid’s 
activities, 50/50 and raffle, and park maintenance.  To sign up, 
please go to https://app.racereach.com/event/cars-in-the-park/
volunteer. 
	 The Whitin Community Center is committed to enhancing the 
health and well-being of individuals and families and building 
a strong community in the Blackstone Valley.  We offer social, 
recreational, educational, and outreach programs that bring 
community members of all ages and backgrounds together. The 
Whitin Community Center is the Blackstone Valley’s most com-
plete family and recreation center with two swimming pools, 
a gym, fitness center, early learning programs, summer camps 
and a seven and a half acre park.  For more information call 
508.234.8184 or visit www.WhitinCommunityCenter.com.



Ford F-150. This would be my only vehicle and I’m a semi-retired 
carpenter and still do some home repairs for former customers.

  
I recently drove the Ford F-150 Power-boost full hybrid 
and the first thing I noticed was this hybrid truck drove 
absolutely seamlessly. Without looking at the display it 

was very hard to tell when the truck was in hybrid or full electric 
mode. Performance was outstanding as was the fuel range - near-
ly 700 miles. The four-door CrewCab that I drove was the Plati-
num edition and had an interior as nice as any luxury vehicle. In 
addition, our tester had an on-board 7.2-kW generator that offers 
four 120-volt, 20-amp outlets and one twist-lock 240-volt-30-amp 
outlet, that should run just about any power tool. The tailgate is 
designed as a work surface and like many Ford trucks has a pull- 
out step for easy climbing onto the bed, a feature I have grown to 
appreciate as I get older.   

I look forward to your weekly column and want 
to ask you this. My 2018 Toyota Corolla with only 
16,000 miles on it was serviced two months ago. 
Recently on each start up, I get the message on my 

dash “maintenance required soon.” What should I do to clear 
the message since I know all the fluid were checked during the 
service?

The repair shop, when they performed the service, 
should have reset the maintenance reminder as part of 
the service procedure. This reset is easy and also doesn’t 

require any tools. Turn the ignition switch to ON, press the ODO/
TRIP switch knob until the TRIP A appears, turn the ignition 
switch off, turn the ignition switch to ON while pressing and 
holding the ODO/TRIP switch knob. Hold the ODO/TRIP switch 
knob until the following conditions are met and five seconds have 
elapsed. Once completed, TRIP A shows “000000” and the multi-
information display shows that the reset is complete.

I would like your opinion on brake pads. This is on a 
2016 Toyota Highlander. Would you use Toyota pads 
or other brands?  If the brake rotors look good, would 
you skip this and replace them while the pads are 

being replaced? The car has 61,000 miles on it. 

You can never go wrong using factory parts, but there 
are quality aftermarket parts as well. If you were going 
with aftermarket Wagner Ceramic parts are quite as 
good as are NAPA Ultra/Premium brake pads. Regard-

ing brake rotors, if you are performing the work yourself and plan 
on keeping the vehicle, save some time and replace the brakes 
and rotors together, it will only add about 10 minutes additional 
work per side to replace the brake rotors. Once completed, hope-
fully you won’t need to worry about your vehicle brakes again for 
another 60,000 miles. If you are using a repair shop, let them make 
the determination on the condition of the rotors. 

I need a truck and like the idea of an electric truck 
but I’m not ready to buy a Tesla (if they ever make it) 
or a GMC Hummer. What do you think of the hybrid 

I drive a 2014 Infiniti Q60S coupe with 90,000 miles, 
runs great and fully paid for. My 5-year-old grandson 
climbed over the back of the passenger seat and the 
back snapped so it is now in a fully reclined position 

and will not stay up, making it essentially a one-person car.   The 
cost to replace the seat with a new one is about $5000 accord-
ing to an Infiniti dealer.  If I buy one used on eBay or at a junk 
yard, it is much less, but the air bag would need to be reset in 
order for the dash light indicator to stop flashing to pass the state 
vehicle inspection and I have been told it is illegal to reset the 
light unless you are the dealer. Where should I look for a person 
to repair it? It’s an interior problem so I don’t think an autobody 
shop would be interested. What type of service shop should I be 
looking for? I’m at a loss to know how to get it fixed.

The airbag light is on because there is a fault in the air-
bag system. I theory when you replace the seat, the air-
bag fault should be corrected, and the light will go out. 

A mechanical or autobody shop should be able to do the repair. 
In fact, body shops replace broken seats after collisions on a 
regular basis. Regarding resetting the light after the faulty codes 
are repaired, there is no law that only the dealer can perform the 
repair. A repair shop can’t disconnect an airbag or any safety 
system, that is illegal. If you search online, you will find many 
videos on how to clear an airbag light with Nissan and Infiniti 
products without any special tools. 
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Q.

Q & A with The Car Doctor

Q.

A.
A.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other 
popular podcast sites. Email your 
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

A.
Q.

A.

Bloem’s Auto Repair

Diagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups

WE DO IT ALL
Total Car Care!

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!

194 N. Main St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569

508-278-4302

Q.

Annuals • Vegetables
Hanging Plants 

• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend
• Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam 

• Compost loam / Compost

Propane 
tanks filled here

 every day508-476-1129
OPen 

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pickup or Delivery • CALL FOR PRICInG

169 Davis St. (Rte. 16), E. Douglas, MA  

rentals

CHAMBERLAIN CONSTRUCTION

MUlCH and MOre!
508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

R&S REMODELERSR&S REMODELERS
162 Thompson Rd., Webster  • 508-943-1703

• email: regiscontractors@gmail.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED       EXPERIENCED INSTALLERSEXPERIENCED INSTALLERS
3 Full Time Positions Available NOW for Experienced Installers and 
Experienced Helpers for busy, full service Remodeling Company. 

Candidates must have a minimum of 2+ years experience installing windows, doors, 
decks, additions, and home improvements.
•Great Pay TBD based on years of hands-on experience and knowledge.
•Installers starting at $20.00 per hour and up.
•3 Positions are available NOW!
Installers must know how to bend trim metal with a brake and install it.
Looking for professional, clean, dependable candidates to join our Great Team.
Must have a valid driver’s license and pass a criminal background check.
Must have hand tools and transportation to and from work.
Candidates must be able to lift 50+ lbs.

Email resume or full details of work experience, knowledge, references and rate 
desired, or apply in person. Please include your availability and contact information 

and desired salary with your email.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 less system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

Tales from beyond

By Thomas D’Agostino
Welcome to the Colonial Inn 
in Concord, Massachusetts. 
This story details the history 
and haunts of one of New Eng-
land’s most haunted inns.
	 The Colonial Inn in Con-
cord, sits in the heart of 
American history. Concord 
is where the “shot heard 
‘round the world” was fired 
on April 19, 1775, signaling 
the official start of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 
	 The Colonial Inn also hosts 
several ghosts who still re-
main from the time when the 
first shots of the war rang out, 
and perhaps before.
	 The original portion of 

the inn was built by Captain 
James Minot in 1716. He left 
the building to his son, James 
Jr., a lieutenant in the French 
and Indian Wars, Justice of 
the Peace and a member of 
the Royal Governor’s Council. 
A descendant, Dr. Timothy 
Minot owned the home at the 
time of the famous aforemen-
tioned skirmish.
	 In 1789, the building was 
owned by Deacon John 
White, where the central por-
tion was used as a variety 
store and the rest as private 
residences. In 1799, John Tho-
reau purchased a portion of 
the inn that now houses the 

office and sitting room for use 
as a private residence. It was 
in these rooms young Henry 
David Thoreau stayed from 
1835 to 1837 while attending 
Harvard.
	 In 1839, Daniel Shattuck 
purchased the building. He 
had already been running the 
general store for 18 years pre-
vious. At that point he turned 
the store into a dwelling. 
By 1885 the structure was a 
boarding house and finally, in 
1889, it became a hotel known 
as the Thoreau House, named 
in honor of Henry’s aunts who 
were once dedicated assis-
tants in the daily chores of the 
place.
	 In 1900, Mr. and Mrs. 
Abrams named it Concord’s 
Colonial Inn, the name that 
has graced its signs ever 
since. There is much history 
to the three buildings that oc-
casionally come to life with 
the spirits of the past.
	 During the Battle of Lexing-
ton, Dr. Timothy Minot used 
present day Room 24 as an 
operating room. The Liberty 
Room was a field hospital 
and Room 27 was the morgue. 
Room 27 still reverberates 
with the horror and sorrow 
of that infamous day in 1775. 
Guests have witnessed the 
ghosts of colonial soldiers in 
the room or have heard des-
perate disembodied voices. 
Sobbing is also heard along 

The Colonial Inn in Concord

with faint whispers as if some-
one is consoling a person in 
mourning.
	 The Liberty Room is now 
a dining room but to those of 
yesteryear, it is still an active 
field hospital. Guests have wit-
nessed people dressed in co-
lonial attire sitting in the room. 
Upon commenting to the staff 
their approval of the people 
dressed in period garments, 
they are met with the grim 
truth that there are no such 
persons employed at the inn. 
	 Items are known to fall off 
shelves or vanish for weeks, 
only to turn up in a most con-
spicuous place. Guests and 
staff hear voices directly be-
hind them. When they turn to 
see who is speaking to them, 
there is no one there. One pa-
tron entered the room and saw 
a man in colonial dress sitting 
at the table. He turned quickly 
to alert his friends of the “ac-
tor” but when he turned back, 
the man was gone.
	 A newlywed couple stayed 
in Room 24. During the night, 
the woman awoke to the sight 
of a greyish glowing figure 
standing near the foot of the 
bed. The figure stood there 
for a few moments, then 
turned and vanished into the 
fireplace. Some believe it is 
Dr. Minot checking on his pa-
tients. Others have seen the 
ghost of a nurse or have felt 
someone touch them while 
in the room. One person felt 
someone touch his shoulder. 
He then heard a voice say, 
“Don’t worry, your shoulder  
will be alright.”
	 It just so happens that he 
had recently sustained a 
shoulder injury and was re-
covering from it. Another 
guest of Room 24 complained 
that the light in the closet went 
on and shadows could be 
seen pacing to and fro from 
under the door.

The Liberty Room, now a dining room,  was once and still is 
an active field hospital.

   The Sitting Room is another 
spot where ghosts like to visit. 
The ghost of an elderly wom-
an and a tall slim gentleman 
with a top hat are often seen 
reclining in the chairs. No one 
is sure who the woman is but 
many seem to think the man 
is none other than Henry Da-
vid Thoreau paying an oth-
erworldly visit to his former 
home.
	 The ghosts of the Colonial 
Inn are not confined strictly 
to rooms. One cannot pass 
through the halls without feel-
ing someone, or something is 
walking with or behind them. 
The ghost of a young woman 
in a bonnet is seen near the 
front desk and gift shop. The 
ghost of a nurse, called Rose-
mary by the staff, is also wit-
nessed meandering through 
the halls. The shuffling of feet 
is sometimes heard yet there 
is no visible being causing the 
phenomena. Several guests 
strolling through the hallways 
have been brushed by an in-
visible being as if they were 
passing in the opposite direc-
tion. Other guests have seen 
the shadows of feet under 
their door. When they open it, 
no one is there.
	 Of all the areas in the inn, 
Room 24 seems to get the most 
attention. This was the room 
used by Dr. Timothy Minot 
as an operating room during 
the April 19, 1775, skirmish. 
Some of the wounded brought 
there did not make it through 
surgery and their spirits still 
linger. Lights are known to 
flicker, or turn on suddenly, 
along with the television. Voic-
es are heard in the room and 
sometimes from the closet. 
Guests have seen the shadow 
of feet moving about in the 
closet. When opened, it is ob-
viously vacant. Doors in the 
room open and shut on their 
own as if someone is moving 

through the area. A woman 
tucks in visitors and the hall 
nurse ghost, Rosemary, also 
appears in the room.
	 In 1966, Mr. M.P. and Judith 
Fellenz occupied the room 
for a night Mrs. Fellenz would 
never forget. She later wrote 
a letter to the inn stating that 
she was disturbed from her 
slumber by something at the 
foot of the bed. It was a gray-
ish figure standing there look-
ing at her. The figure then 
slowly moved toward the fire-
place and melted away. When 
she brought the incident up to 
her husband, he merely com-
mented that the ghost was 
included with the price of the 
room.
	 A paranormal investigative 
group recently held a vigil 
in Room 24. When they re-
viewed the video, the misty 
form of a person kneeling 
by the bed could be seen. 
Was it someone praying for a 
wounded loved one? Perhaps. 
The ghosts of the Colonial are 
harmless, yet very much part 
of the history of the inn that 
perennially houses famous 
moments and people. In fact, 
the Concord’s Colonial Inn 
is rated by one magazine the 
sixth most haunted inn in New 
England while another rates it 
number three, just behind its 
sister hotel, The Hawthorne in 
Salem, Massachusetts. Histor-
ic Hotels of America puts it in 
their top 25 for its ghosts. Stay 
a night and enjoy an amazing 
piece of history, both living 
and otherwise.
-------------------------------------------------------
Thomas D’Agostino and his 
wife Arlene Nicholson are 
seasoned paranormal investi-
gators, authors, and co-orga-
nizers of Paranormal United 
Research Society. You can find 
out more about them by visit-
ing www.tomdagostino.com.
www.diningwiththedead1031.com
   

EVERY 3RD WEDNESDAY
MONTHLY COIN SHOW

June 16, 2021June 16, 2021
3-8 p.m. 

COIN SHOW

    FREE APPRAISALS - BRING YOUR COINS
Dealers selling & buying U.S. and Foreign Coins, Currency, 

Gold, Silver, Tokens, Medals & Other Collectibles.
At VFW Post 1385, 16 Cross Rd., At VFW Post 1385, 16 Cross Rd., 

Uxbridge, MA 01569Uxbridge, MA 01569
FREE ADMISSION (door prize)
Contact Mike (774) 280-4333
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510 W. Hartford Avenue, Uxbridge, MA 01569
(508) 278-7563

www.themaneplace.com

The Mane Place

Mon Closed • Tue - Fri 9 AM - 5 PM • Sat 8 AM - 4 PM • Sun 9 AM - 1 PM

• Dog Treats and Coats
• Dog and Cat Food
• Supplements
• Grooming Supplies
• Wild Bird Feed

MoonJaxson

Weber GrillWeber Grill
Spirit IIE-210
inc. cover &

propane tank
with fill

Value

$530.00
10 year warranty

with bluetooth

RULES: 
1 entry per person 

per day

• Feed for Farm Animals
• Saddles and Tack
• Poultry Supplies
• Hoodies and Tees
• Cards & Gifts

Drawing July 1

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

Northbridge High School’s 
Special Olympics Unified 
Track team has had three 
meets this year with one more 
on the way. Northbridge has 
been doing unified sports 
since the Spring of 2019. Al-
though it began with track it 
has expanded to basketball 
as well. This year’s team has 
11 athletes who participate in 
the 100 meter, 400 meter, and 
4x100 meter as well as shot 
put, javelin and long jump. 
	 This is head coach Stevie 
Bentley’s first season, “I can 
barely run for 60 seconds 
without getting winded so 
I never thought in a million 
years I would be a track coach 
but it has been incredible to 
watch all of these kids com-
pete and support each other. 

They are a fabulous crew of 
kids.” 
	 Junior Kayla Kimishlian 
said her favorite thing about 
unified is “walking in and see-
ing the smiles on everyone’s 
face!” 
	 Athletic director Jeff Kozik 
said his favorite part is the, 
“comradery and mutual re-
spect between the teams dur-
ing meets. The benefits of the 
unified programs for both our 
athletes as well as the entire 
school community cannot be 
understated. It helps to fos-
ter an inclusive environment 
where our athletes can show-
case their skills while at the 
same time developing com-
passion and understanding 
with our partners. The pure 
joy exhibited at the meets as 

well as the bonds created be-
tween our athletes is truly an 
amazing thing to witness and 
I am left feeling uplifted ev-
ery time. In only a few short 
years, I have seen the posi-
tive impact our unified teams 
have had on our school and I 
am excited to see how we can 
expand the reach of these pro-
grams in the future.” 
	 Post grad athlete Sean 
Beckman adds, “I like the long 
jump best of all and also really 
like running the 400. I like do-
ing track with my friends”. 
	 Ninth grader Lilly Brooks 
stated, “it’s cool how you can 
have a completely different re-
lationship with everyone… my 
favorite event is long jump be-
cause everyone is so excited 
to do it.” 
	 Assistant coach Sheena San-
chez said, “I decided to coach 
because I truly enjoy being a 
part of our school community. 
I wanted to assist in allowing 
students to participate in ex-
tracurricular opportunities 
and I love watching those 
smiles as they run, jump and 
throw! At track my favorite 
thing is to watch our athletes 
throw the Javelin, their sense 
of pride is so amazing to see.” 
	 Ninth grader Lizzie An-
drews said, “My friends on 
the bus [is my favorite part]. 
It’s so fun. I love jumping, 
throwing and racing. My fam-
ily comes to see me win. I am 
proud of my team.” 
	 Post grad Tom Dowd said, 
“I like Track because I like to 
run and I am really fast at run-

ning!! I am good at doing the 
long jump, and the hundred 
meter dash. One time I won 
the hundred meter dash and I 
felt happy about it. I like hang-
ing out with my friends on the 
track.” 
	 Junior Abby Fraser said, “I 
knew it would be the happiest 
sport I ever played and it is 
and everyone is so support-
ive. My favorite part is when 
the athletes finish their event 
and they have the biggest 
smiles on their faces.” 
	 Classmate Molly Consigli, 
replied with, “I joined unified 
basketball and it was a lot of 
fun so I wanted to keep doing 
unified.” 
	 Mary Boucher, a 2019 NHS 
graduate and former team 
mate, has been helping. She 
says, “my favorite part of uni-
fied is seeing the friendships 
that form between the ath-
letes and their buddies. These 
friendships last a lifetime and 
it’s amazing watching them 
start and continue growing. I 
continue to be a part of uni-
fied because I was a part of 

Unified Track is off to the races

The unified track team.

Lizzie Andrews does the long jump.

the first team that our school 
had and it changed my life in 
more ways than I could ever 
explain. Unified events make 
me so happy and seeing those 
kids smile is an indescrib-
able feeling that makes it so 
I would never want to leave. 
Unified taught me one of the 
most important lessons of 

my life, which is that disabil-
ity does not equal inability. 
So many people look down 
on this community and fail 
to recognize the things they 
can do because they are too 
focused on what they can’t. 
I have become a much more 
accepting and inclusive per-
son since starting unified.”

Colin Tognazzi finishes the 400 meter by running to his mom.



Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

Resource directory                                               ads@TheYankeeXpress.com

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

home automotive

CLEAN OUTS
DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EvERYThING!!
“Better than the rest” - vERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464 772 Southbridge Street - Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501

WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE
CAR - TRUCK - SUV

AT THE BEST PRICE!!
2010 - 2019 MODELS

ASK FOR JOHN or 
MICHAEL 

508-641-8195
508-641-8197PRE-OWNED AUTOS Since 1965

772 Southbridge St., Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501
www.PerroAuto.com

Perro’s

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

THINKING ABOUT PAINTING YOUR CABINETS?
More affordable, less disruptive than you may think

with AMAZING results

econnor117@gmail.com       
207.779.7142

Fine Interior Finishes
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Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Dumpster Dumpster 
Rental Rental 
SpecialSpecial

Al’sAl’s 77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

RUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

Al’s Rubbish ProvidesAl’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental • Dumpster Rental 
    Services 7 Days    Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include • All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle• We Recycle  

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

10 yard   10 yard   $300$300            
15 yard   15 yard   $350 $350       
20 yard   20 yard   $475$475

3 DAY RENTAL ONLY !!3 DAY RENTAL ONLY !!

Support Local Support Local 
Small BusinessSmall Business

SUTTON, MILLBURY SUTTON, MILLBURY 
and GRAFTONand GRAFTON

Serving the Blackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Towns in Worcester County

John the Roofer Co.
70 Years Strong!

Shingles ~ Rubber ~ Metal
Vinyl Siding ~ Replacement Windows

866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntheroofer.com

MA HIC #111318                                          MA CSL #97139

“Hire the Best Because you Live Under That Roof!”
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ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Mark Marzeotti
Realtor

Mark
Marzeotti 
Realtor

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

Commercial /Industrial
lease opportunity

21 Pearl St., 
Webster, MA 01570

Description:
57k sf. Building. 
Wet Sprinkler system.
3 Phase Electrical.
New Zoned High Efficiency Gas Heat. 
New Electrical Lighting.
Freight Elevator (3500lbs Capacity)
Rate $8.00 /sf./yr.

Usable space:
First floor 21,978 sf. with 11½ ft ceiling height.
Second floor 22,784 sf. with 11½ ceiling height.
Third floor 5,244 sf. with 12 ft. ceiling height.
Drive in Bay with dock leveler (1)
Exterior Dock Doors (2) First Floor. (2) second Floor.
Parking private gated and public street plus two bay 
commercial garage 20x30x12.

Available
June 1, 2021

Robert Warehouse LLC
Contact: Pete Coppola 

at 508-640-5813

306 Main St., PO Box 538, Douglas, MA 01516
Cell: 508-864-0520 • Fax: 508-476-1766

www.countrylivingdouglas.com

Cliff Van Reed
Owner/Broker

Cell: 508-864-0520
cliffvanreed@realtor.com

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty - 435 Shrewsbury St., Worcester, MA 01604

Sandi Grzyb
has joined
EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty!

CONTACT INFO:
774-230-3500 | 508-943-6960

Text Sandi @ 85377
sandigrzyb@aol.com

•Buying
•Selling
•Investing

“I look forward to 
serving you in all of your 

real estate ventures!”
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The housing market is so com-
petitive buyers are doing any-
thing they can to get a home.
	 A common way to try to 
stand out is to write a heart-
felt “love letter” to a seller -- a 
seemingly harmless note to 
express appreciation of the 
home and make a personal 
connection.
	 But in this overheated real 
estate market, what were once 
simple handwritten or typed 
letters have lately given way to 
more polished packages, with 
photographs of the buyers 
and even videos. Some pro-
spective homebuyers even 
purchase letter templates.
	 These letters can present 
problems, according to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors, 
raising fair housing concerns. 
While some agents say the 
tactic is a tried and true way 
to win a bidding war, other 
agents, following recent indus-
try guidance, won’t deliver or 
accept love letters anymore.
	 According to the federal Fair 
Housing Act, it is illegal to dis-
criminate in the sale of hous-
ing because of race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, 
familial status, and disability. 
And these letters can be full of 
those kinds of details.
	 Typically, a letter like this is 
telling the seller who is going 
to live in the home and how 
they are going to live in it. But 
writing a love letter is not go-
ing to get you the house and 
you’re putting that seller in a 
position that they could be 
violating Fair Housing laws.
	 A buyer may write a letter 
to the seller that says: “This is 
my dream home and I’m excit-
ed to live there with my hus-
band and our two young chil-
dren. We love that the home 
has a first floor bedroom for 
my mother, who lives with us. 
I can imagine the kids running 
down the stairs on Christmas 
morning.”
	 Right there you have infor-

mation about family status, 
religion and a possible dis-
ability. These are protected 
classes in the Fair Housing 
Act. You can talk about that 
kind of personal information, 
but you can’t do it in a real es-
tate contract.
	 Realtors surely feel for the 
buyers who want to snag a sell-
er’s attention. It’s a boilerplate 
offer and they don’t feel like 
they have a lot of control in the 
process, we get why they want 
to write a letter to find com-
mon ground. At The Marzeotti 
Group Realty, we tell our buy-
ers to spend more time writing 
an offer, not a letter.
	 Due to the potential soft dis-
criminatory issues that these let-
ters cause, many listings might 
state clearly within, that no buy-
er letters will be accepted.
	 Sellers should be making a 
decision only on the best com-
bination of the highest amount 
of money, type of financing 
and least amount of risk from 
a buyer. It’s not always the 
highest offer that is the win-
ning offer, but a mix of factors. 
A letter could help sway a 
homeowner, but likely for the 
wrong reasons.
Letters of love or liability?
	 Last fall, the National Associ-

ation of Realtors released guid-
ance on love letters, advising 
agents they can be a liability. 
It isn’t a rule and there are no 
consequences for agents who 
do otherwise, but NAR recom-
mends that its member agents 
should not draft, read, deliver 
or accept love letters.
	 There are mixed views and 
articles about whether this 
practice is a liability, so the 
majority opinion is to avoid 
them all together. 
	 Still, the NAR guidance is a 
warning for agents and their 
clients to be conscientious. “If 
you do rely on a letter, agents 
and sellers need to document 
that the decision to accept an 
offer had nothing to do with 
race, national origin, religion 
or other protected classes.”
Best for buyers to focus on 
price and terms
	 In such a competitive real 
estate market, many buyer’s 
agents may be reluctant to 
turn off a buyer by telling 
them not to write a letter.
	 Letters that don’t include 
any kind of information about 
protected classes are fine. Just 
saying you like the deck and 
fireplace is okay, but that ulti-
mately shouldn’t matter to the 
seller.

	 Similarly, a buyer could 
write a letter that highlights 
their intentions with the 
property -- to live in it rather 
than to flip it, which doesn’t 
include any personal descrip-
tions. It is imperative that sell-
ers don’t choose someone 
because of a connection that 
is made through a letter, but 
on the criteria in the offer. I’ve 
never seen a property sell on 
the letter on its own -- only 
when a letter is also with an 
offer that is better than some-
one else’s.
	 It may be small comfort to 
buyers frantically trying to ap-
peal to a seller in this market 
especially, but sellers are less 
concerned about what may 
happen to their home after it 
sells or feeling a “connection” 
with the buyer than buyers 
may think.
	 Letters are not a major part 
of the transaction. The meat 
of the transaction is the price 
and the terms. That’s where 
buyers should focus.

Buying a home? Skip the ‘love letter’ to the seller
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Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed
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♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair



© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
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