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O’Connor Insurance is on the move with
new offices and a second-generatlon vision

By Barbara Van Reed

O’Connor & Co. Insurance Agency
moved its headquarters from Dudley
to Webster last month, one of several
changes the company has made in
the last year.

Another is that Ryan O’Connor is
now heading up the agency that his
parents Dan and Karen O’Connor es-
tablished in 1990.

Dan had a degree in economics
from Westfield State and experience
as an insurance agent, while Karen
had been a real estate appraiser
with a psychology background, mak-
ing for a strong basis to set up the
O’Connor & Co. Insurance Agency.

Now, three decades later, Dan and
Karen are still actively serving their

insurance clients, working remotely,
while son Ryan manages the physi-
cal office at 135 Thompson Road.
Dan and Karen remain the agency’s
principals.

Ryan explains that the transition
has been a natural for him. “I've
been coming to the office with my
parents since [ was 4 or 5 years old; |
grew up in the world of insurance.”

He seems confident, ready to
manage the future of the O’Connor
agency, which includes a deliberate
expansion. The company last year
acquired the Burnham and Nale In-
surance Agency in Southbridge. In
addition to Massachusetts, O’Connor

Continued on page 2
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Plctured at the new Iocatlon of 0 Connor & Co. at 135 Thompson Rd
Webster (I to r) Sue Costen, Teresa Bonner, Ryan O’Connor, Iris Bonin,
Rosa Galvin, Barbara Zurawski, Renee Alicea and Kelly Coffey.

Webster Dudley Busmess Alliance regroups, and looks ahead

By Rod Lee

The scene that unfolded shortly
after 5:00 p.m. on June 24 at The
Rose Room Café and Tonic Bar in
downtown Webster is the same
one playing out across the country
right now.

Organizations whose in-person
activities had been grounded to a
“virtual” halt by the pandemic are
getting back into face-to-face meet-
ings; without masks.

On the last Thursday evening
of the month, the Webster Dudley
Business Alliance (WDBA) became
the latest to welcome its members

Ericka Labonte of B.Kind Café and Dan Bennett of D.B.C. Solutions con-
verse at the outset of the Webster Dudley Business Alliance’s first in-

person gathering in months, at The Rose Room in Webster.

to a live gathering. In the WDBA'’s
case, a resumption of near-normal

working event hosted by Bill and
Jess Sabine at The Rose Room on
E. Main St. in Webster.

About twenty people attended.
Represented were businessper-
sons from banking and finance,
construction, technology, the arts,
the media, property management,
the salon industry—even the soon-
to-open “Samuel Slater Experi-
ence” in the former National Guard
Armory in Webster.

The mood was understandably
upbeat as Deb Keefe, the WBDA'’s
treasurer, signed participants in,
and Lucas Perzan, the WBDA’s
new president, welcomed them.
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Insurance has been licensed
in Connecticut for 10 years,
and in the last 12 months
added licensing for New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and
Maine, with a vision to grow
regionally.

Ryan recognizes the com-
petitive nature of insurance.

“You have to be good at sales,
know what you are talking
about. Some insurances, like
auto and home, are manda-
tory, which makes it easier,
but we are not just selling our
policies, we are selling our-
selves.”

He notes that customers at
his agency can talk with him
and his office staff personally,
unlike customers of the direct
writers, the national insurers.

He does not name names, but
it is insurers like GEICO and
Progressive.

Agencies like O’Connor
represent dozens of insurers
and can find the best rates for
their clients.

Barbara Zurawski, who
joined the agency in 2015
as a representative, handles
both personal and com-

mercial lines of insurance.
She is quick to mention that

Pictured (I to r) Sue Costen, Renee Alicea, Theresa Bonner, Ryan O’Connor, Iris Bonin, Bar-
bara Zurawski, Kelly Coffey and Rosa Galvin.
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Carol Kosth, Graphic Artist

O’Connor writes policies for
many of the local businesses,
including restaurants, land-
lords, contractors, and pri-
vate schools. She also notes
that its agents can speak
multiple languages: Spanish,
Czech, Russian, Italian, Pol-
ish, Portuguese.

O’Connor Insurance had
been located at 16 Village Way
in Dudley for 20 years when it
moved to Webster last month.
“We had hired more people
and outgrew the space,”

said Ryan, anticipating more
growth.

He concedes, however, that
“the most important thing is to
grow smart, not just blow up.”

The O’Connor family has al-
ways had close ties to its com-
munities, involved with local
charitable organizations and
business associations. Dan
serves on the board of the
Boys & Girls Club of Webster-
Dudley.

Barbara Zurawski too,
exemplifies the community

spirit. She became the new-
est member of the Charlton
Board of Selectmen in the
May election, and after be-
ing a member of the Dud-
ley Woman’s Club for many
years, is starting up a similar
group in Charlton.

Ryan sums up his per-
sonal vision for O’Connor
with a smile: “I like people,
I like our towns, I'm good
with numbers. I'm going to
perpetuate this for another
30 years.”

W-D BUSINESS
ALLIANCE

Continued from page 1

The usual chatter accom-
panied the early portion of
the proceedings. Ericka La-
bonte of B.Kind Café in Web-
ster was telling Dan Bennett
of N. Grosvernordale-based
D.B.C. Solutions about re-
cent thefts her restaurant
has been subjected to, re-
sulting in “a need for secu-
rity.” Ms. Labonte added
that she knows and admires
Mr. Bennett’'s work as a mas-
ter carpenter and residential
construction expert.

“He’s awesome, he did my
deck,” she said.

COVID of course was a hot
topic. For Mr. Bennett, or-
ders for his company’s ser-
vices “never slowed down,
it got busier,” over the past
year. He doesn’t believe a
reoccurrence of the poten-
tially deadly disease is immi-
nent. “We’re about to start a
job in Dayville,” he said. “A
30’ x 40’ barn, for storage. It
will take about three to four
weeks.”

Mr. Perzan said a prime
goal of his Insation Technol-
ogies firm, which is housed
in the Nipmuc Plaza on
Thompson Road in Webster,
is “to save people money
for phone, Internet and TV.”
Insation’s “Stream Live TV
(7000+ channels),” he ex-
plained, is “TV with a fire
stick, two TVs for twenty-
five dollars a month, three
TVs for $35 a month. We
have several hundred cus-
tomers all over the country.”

Each person in attendance
was allocated one minute to
say something about their

WDBA President Lucas Ferzan of Insation Technologies addresses

members in attendance at the event at The Rose Room.

business, with Mr. Perzan
joking that if they exceed
that time “we’ll throw forks
at you.” This part of the
meeting allowed Ms. Sabine
to announce that The Rose
Room was launching “full
sitdown dinners at night”
for the first time; and for
Deb Horan of Booklovers’
Gourmet to talk up her busy
shop. Throughout July, for
instance, a display of Dud-
ley mixed-media artist Lisa
Kretchman’s work, entitled
“At Peace in Nature,” will be
on display at Booklovers’. A
meet-and-greet with the art-
ist will take place on Satur-
day, July 17 from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m.

With its stop at The Rose
Room—home of seasonal
fare showcasing local grow-
ers since November of
2018—the WBDA is eager to
keep events like its network-
ing session coming. Up next,
Mr. Perzan and Ms. Sabine
announced, would be an
opportunity for members
to volunteer for a few hours
the following Saturday morn-
ing (June 26) at Tim Carroll’s
“Farmer Tim’s” 92-acre his-
toric property in Dudley.

Still ahead too, probably in

September, is a visit to the
new Samuel Slater Experi-
ence, a museum now being
put together on Ray Street in
Webster.

In briefing the WBDA on
the progress of the endeavor
to celebrate the life and con-
tributions of Samuel Slater,
Barbara Van Reed said the
museum is using a “Slater’s
Sheep Community Art Proj-
ect” as a way to introduce
the textile manufacturer to
the public in a highly vis-
ible, fun way. The museum
has acquired twenty-five
life-sized sheep sculptures
and is inviting local artists to
get involved by painting cre-
ative images on the sheep.
Local businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals are
invited to support the initia-
tive as sponsors.

The sheep will be dis-
played at various locations
in Webster and surrounding
towns.

“Help us make a decorat-
ed sheep parade a reality,”
the museum posts on its
Facebook page.

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

HANK’S LIQUORS

94 East Main St. ® Webster, MA

Fine Wine - Spirits * Craft Beer * Lottery
Bottle Redemption * In-Store Specials

Excellent Selection » Convenient Store Shopping
Discount Store Pricing
Fine Cigars * 99¢ Nips




Samuel Slater Experience receives a
Silver Hammer Award

Pictured at the awards ceremony on May 20 at Peppercorn’s Grill & Tavern are Tim Murray,
president & CEO of the Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce, Chris Robert, founder
and owner of the Samuel Slater Experience, and Robert D. Cox, Chair of the Chamber Board
of Directors and managing partner at Bowditch & Dewey.

Each year, the Worcester
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce recognizes the special
accomplishments of area
people and businesses. The
Samuel Slater Experience
received a 2021 Silver Ham-
mer Award this year, which
acknowledges “construction
or rehabilitation projects that
have an extraordinary visual
and aesthetic impact on our
physical landscape and have
brought new life to some of
the region’s most historic as-
sets.”

GENERATIONS

\',‘.\l- A place to nourish your body, mind & spirit

*‘::.',‘_ Sz Herbal Apothecary & Gift Shop
. - P “
- ,\,".: Native American Goods ¢ Pottery ¢ Jewelry

R Essential Oils ¢ Crystals ¢ Workshops
Organic Herbs & Teas ¢ Honey ¢ Natural Remedies
Therapeutic Massage ¢ Reiki ¢ Meditation

escape from today’s stress to an oasis of serenity
East Main Plaza - 129 East Main Street - Webster MA 01570
508-987-3310 www.generationshealingcenter.com
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World-Class Substance Abuse &
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible
scheduling during day and evening hours.

CALL NOW (508) 785-4990

Join the Family Services

of Central Massachusetts
network of AmeriCorps
Seniors Volunteers, aged

55 and over, who are sharing
their positive outlook and
life experiences to make a
difference in the lives of
others and their communities.

OF CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

% Family :i: Services

An Affiliate of Seven Hills Foundation

Make Giving Back Your Second Act

Engage one-on-one with
another senior or pursue a
cause close to your heart.
As an AmeriCorps Seniors
Volunteer, you will be living
life to the fullest—for others
and yourself. Take the first
step and call Joy Rehfeld at
508.791.7787, today!

AmeriCorps
Seniors

908.791.7787
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W-D-O Chamber of Commerce annual meeting at Samuel Slater Experience

Chris Robert leads a tour with Webster Five President Dan Doyle, center, and Anjena Kuzdzal, also with  Curator Olivia Spratt in Samuel Slater’s office with BIackstor;e Valley Chamber of Commerce President
Webster Five. and CEO Jeannie Hebert and Liz O’Neil, also of the BVCC. At right, Tina Puzo of bankHometown.
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Bob Noll of Boston Productions Inc. (museum video designer) with  Webster Selectman Randy Becker with new Nichols College Presi- B . - O
Scott Ciprari. dent Glenn Sulmasy. Board members Lauri Cashman, Carl Kaliszewski, and Laura Cro-
setti.
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SSE Construction Manager Nick Hopkins with Maria Lugo, banquet
and special events manager at Samuel Slater’s Restaurant.

Bev Robert with Webster Selectman Andrew Jolda
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Samuel Slater Experience hosts first
in-person Chamber meeting in Webster

By Barbara Van Reed

It felt like a family reunion
of sorts. For dozens of local
businesspeople, the first Web-
ster-Dudley-Oxford Chamber
of Commerce live network-
ing event in 18 months saw
smiles, hugs and handshakes
all around.

The occasion was the
Chamber’s Annual Meeting
on June 8, usually held in
January, but postponed for
COVID, like so many other
events.

The setting was the soon-
to-be-opened Samuel Slater

Experience in Webster, giving
attendees a preview of the mu-
seum’s exhibits, which tell the
continuous story of Samuel
Slater’s life from leaving Eng-

land in 1789 to eventually set-
ting in Webster.

The museum includes a se-
ries of immersive experiences
that use a variety of cutting-
edge digital technologies that
make each visitor a realistic
witness and participant in the
journey.

The business meeting began
with a brief speech by Samuel
Slater Experience owner Chris
Robert, who remarked that
when he began restoration of
the building, the 17,000 square-
foot former National Guard Ar-
mory, four years ago, “it had
no power, no water, and no
heat, but plenty of asbestos
everywhere, in the ceiling, the
walls and the floor.”

Presenters Ross Lavoie, WDO Chamber president, Chris Robert,
Samuel Slater Experience owner, Dan Doyle, president of Webster
Five, Bernie Aubuchon, board chairman of Aubuchon Hardware.

The Yankee Xpress * www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ July 9, 2021 5

The transformation of the
space into a “Disney-like”
teaching experience will real-
ize Mr. Robert’s vision to give
students a history lesson that
they will always remember
and carry home with them.
His goal is to bring students
from all around the region
to the museum for a day im-
mersed in history, technol-
ogy, and culture.

Chamber president Ross
Lavoie announced the ad-
dition of two new programs
for Chamber members, each
specifically designed for busi-
nesses with a small number
of employees, one for health
insurance benefits and one
for retirement benefits.

The Chamber’s executive
board was unanimously re-
elected: President Ross Lavoie
of Oxford Insurance, Vice
Chairman Donald Bourque of
ChoicelGraphics, Treasurer
Brenda Sullivan of Webster
Five, and Secretary Liz Hor-
gan of Nichols College.

The Chamber also an-
nounced two new board mem-
bers, Lisa Prince of Tri-Valley
Inc., and Chad Troyse of Cor-
nerstone Bank.

Sponsors for the annual
meeting were Webster Five
and Aubuchon Hardware. Ca-
tering was provided by Samu-
el Slater’s Restaurant.

Chamber Treasurer Brenda Sullivan with Chamber Director John Mi-
las welcome registrants to the Chamber’s annual meeting.

RETAIL METAL SALES

CCURATE METAL

Sales & Fabrication

A Dw:smn of Industrial Transfer & Storage, Inc

508-765-4929
529 Ashland Ave * Southbridge
accuratemetalsales.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Mild Steel = Stainless Steel
’ Aluminum = Abrasion Resistant
Hot Rolled = Cold Rolled

Sheared = Plasma Cut » Bent
Rolled = Saw Cut * Punched
Drilled » Welded * Fabricated

Whether you need 1 piece
or a truck load, we can
accommodate youl

We're Hiring!
Welders * Fabricators
Riggers * Class A Drivers

L] !
W-D-O Chamber executive board members Chairman Ross Lavoie, Treasurer Brenda Sullivan, Secretary
Liz Horgan, and Vice-Chairman Don Bourque.

Board members Laura Crosetti, Laurie Cashman, Candido Diaz, Dennis Luukko, Lisa Prince, Barbara
Van Reed, Chad Troyse. In the rear, Carl Kaliszewski. Missing: Mary Ann Fontaine, Nick Adamopolous.
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www.coxelectricri.com
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portable generators
to whole home and
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—_— standby genera-
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home or business
today!
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Living well and looking good
C. Diff tricky to treat, but rarely terminal

By Keith Roach, M.D.

DEAR DR. ROACH: In Decem-
ber, 1 developed an abscess
in my jaw from food getting
caught in my tooth. I went to
see a local dentist who pre-
scribed clindamycin and met-
ronidazole. | came down with a
case of C. difficile. | have since
found evidence that multiple
antibiotics and clindamycin are
causes of C. diff.

I am getting mixed messages
about my prognosis. Some
medical people are telling me
it's not a big deal and to just

wash my hands a lot. My pri-
mary physician, however, gave
me the impression that this is
basically a terminal diagnosis.
She told me how sorry she
was and that [ had been a very
healthy person but am not any
longer. She told me that it will
most likely recur, and every
time it does it will be more diffi-
cult to treat until I become anti-
biotic resistant, and that people
die from it. She also told me
that she would set me up for
the standard yearly appoint-

GREEN TREE
[ NSURAMNCE

Scan & Save

ment, but that I should come
see her whenever I need to.

I am paranoid about what
my future holds and what, if
anything, I can do. I
would like your opin-
ion of this situation.
Any guidance you
can give me would
be greatly appreci-
ated. - Anon.
ANSWER:  Clostridi-
um difficile (“C. diff”)
infections are common but can
be serious. As you correctly
note, many antibiotics are as-
sociated with the acquisition of
symptomatic C. diff infections,
and although clindamycin is
the best known, other antibi-
otics (quinolones, amoxicillin
and related penicillins) are ac-
tually more common. The anti-
biotics kill off large numbers of
healthy bacteria, allowing the
unhealthy C. diff to take over.
The cardinal symptom of C.
diff is watery diarrhea, at least
three loose stools in 24 hours.
Abdominal pain and cramping,
nausea and poor appetite are

To your
good still
health
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$9 Haircuts

\

895 Southbridge St., Rt. 20, Auburn
Located in the rear of Dunkin Donuts
774-420-6156

Candice Lavoie, Owner/Master Stylist
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HE MEADOWS

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Short-Term Rehabilitation « Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays « Respite Care

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway ® Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800 ¢ www.vhmeadows.com

common. Fever is less com-
mon. Symptoms can start dur-
ing antibiotic treatment or up
to a month after completing
antibiotics.

Treatment is stop-
ping the antibiotic
if possible and if
being given.
Antibiotic treat-
ment against C. diff
is with the newer

drug fidaxomi-
cin or with oral vancomycin;
unfortunately, fidaxomicin

is ridiculously expensive - a
course of fidaxomicin is $3,000
via goodrx.com in the U.S. at
the time of writing. A course
of oral vancomycin costs
much less, often less than $200
through the same website. If
neither of these is available,
metronidazole is a less-expen-
sive alternative.

Fidaxomicin has the low-
est risk of recurrence of the
infection, and many experts
will reserve it for a person
who has recurred after oral
vancomycin. For the unusual
person who continues to recur
after antibiotic treatment, fecal
microbiota transplants (pro-
cessed from stool of healthy
donors) have been safe and ef-
fective.

I am disturbed that you got
the impression that C. diff is a
terminal diagnosis. Although in
rare cases, hospitalized patients
can get so sick that they can die
from C. diff, this would be very
unusual in less severe disease,
as in someone who is able to go
home from the hospital.

Handwashing is necessary
to reduce infection to others.
Avoiding drugs like Prilosec
that suppress acid can help
prevent recurrences. Finally,
probiotics (live healthy bacte-
ria) may be of use in reducing
infection and recurrence.
Commercial lab tests vs
genetic counseling
DEAR DR. ROACH: I have a
daughter (almost 31 years)

We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
Hearing Instruments Specialists
Cadll today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

amplisound ™

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 « PUTNAM, CT

Let us check your Medicare supplement
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider
for most major insurance companies.

who is concerned about Char-
cot-Marie-Tooth syndrome.
Her maternal grandmother
has been diagnosed with that
condition. She is interested in
seeking out a genetic test for
the condition to learn if she is
susceptible. She was referred
to a commercial, direct-to-con-
sumer laboratory for the test.

How likely is it that a lab test

for this specific condition would
be accurate? Should she be do-
ing all of this through either a
particular type of genetics coun-
selor or her private physician
(internist) rather than an inde-
pendent effort? - R.C.
ANSWER: Charcot-Marie-Tooth
disease is the eponym given
to a family of hereditary motor
sensory neuropathies: diseases
that affect the nerves that carry
the impulses necessary for
movement and sensation. The
initial symptoms are most com-
monly weakness and atrophy
in the feet, followed by similar
problems in the hands and sen-
sory changes.

The diagnosis may be made
by EMG testing (electromyogra-
phy, a needle study of the elec-
trical activity of the muscles),

but genetic testing is another
way of making the diagnosis. If
her grandmother has a known
mutation, then genetic testing is
likely to give her confirmation of
her own status.

Commercial genetic test-
ing is certainly available, and
probably accurate. However, I
would still recommend a visit
to a genetic counselor. This
may require a referral from her
primary-care doctor. The cor-
rect test to order, and its inter-
pretation, depends on the exact
diagnosis of her grandmother’s
condition, since there are many
genetic variations of Charcot-
Marie-Tooth. It is likely that
your daughter will have ques-
tions after the test results, and
the benefit of having an experi-
enced clinician there to answer
them would be invaluable.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is un-
able to answer individual ques-
tions, but will incorporate them
in the column whenever pos-
sible. Readers may email ques-
tions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu. (c¢) 2021 North
America Synd., Inc. All Rights
Reserved

Brandon Rd. bridge closed

DUDLEY - A recent bridge inspection was conducted in
the Town of Dudley by the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation (Mass DOT). The Town of Dudley Highway
Department was notified on or about May 28 of structural
issues with one of the bridges spanning the French River on

Brandon Road.

For safety purposes, Mass DOT has ordered Brandon
Road in Dudley closed until further notice.

Town officials are working with Mass DOT, Senator Fatt-
man and Representative Durant, as well as officials from the
Town of Webster to expedite the repair and re-opening of
this roadway as soon as possible. In the meantime, detours
were placed in effect by Mass DOT as of Monday, June 14.
Traffic in the Brandon Road / Chase Avenue area will be
directed to South Main Street in Webster and then to School
Street. Travelers should be aware of this and seek alternate
routes whenever possible. The Town of Dudley apologizes

for any inconvenience.

Chief Steven Wojnar, Dudley Police Department

&® www.amplisound.com |
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In-person again! Auburn Chamber
welcomes DA Joe Early Jr.

By Rod Lee

There was unmistakable pride
in Steve Londregan’s voice
during the Auburn Chamber of
Commerce’s 59th annual meet-
ing at J. Anthony’s Italian Grill
on June 8, as he thanked col-
leagues for their contributions
to all the organization accom-
plished during his two years
as president.

“] hope he’s not going to
cry,” Mr. Londregan’s wife
Donna said. She was sitting
next to guest speaker and
Worcester County District At-
torney Joseph D. Early Jr. at
the head table.

It was a bittersweet mo-
ment for Mr. Londregan, who
owns Chuck’s Steakhouse. As
Matteo Gentile of Exit Realty
Partners noted in his own re-
marks on behalf of the Cham-
ber’s Nominating Committee,
“when Steve took over we met
live and now that he’s leaving
we’re meeting live again.”

Indeed, the noon-hour
get-together was the Auburn
Chamber’s first in-person sit-
down in more than twelve
months.

Mr. Gentile extolled Mr.
Londregan’s leadership,
which included advocating
for “getting (town) taxes even
lower” than they already are,
and overseeing the distribu-
tion of more than $15,000 in
scholarship money to gradu-
ating seniors (at a breakfast
on May 21, a hybrid event).
The latter was achieved even
though the Chamber wasn’t
able to hold its yearly fun-
draising golf tournament to
benefit students in 2020.

The 26th edition of the
Chamber’s School/Business
Partnership event is a go for
2021; it will be played on Sep-
tember 13, at Blackstone Na-
tional Golf Club in Sutton.

Mr. Londregan now be-
comes president ex-officio, as
Kerri Cunningham of Fuller
Automotive steps in as presi-

dent. The other officers an-
nounced by Mr. Gentile are
Roger Robinson of Webster
Five, vice president; Ralph
D. Marois of Marois Brothers,
treasurer; and Tina Puzo of
bankHometown, secretary/
clerk.

Incoming officers and di-
rectors were given a round of
applause, as was Virginia Mur-
phy, who serves as the Cham-
ber’s liaison.

After lunch, Mr. Early spoke
on the topic “Opioid Aware-
ness in the Community and
Workplace.” No one is better
qualified to address the sub-
ject. Mr. Early formed the Cen-
tral Mass Opioid Task Force
in March of 2015, bringing
together government leaders,
law enforcement, health-care
professionals, educators, sub-
stance-abuse experts, families
in need of addiction services
and others in response to the
growing problem of opioid ad-
diction and overdose deaths.

Opioid addiction is obvi-
ously something Mr. Early
cares deeply about. Accom-
panied by Casey Shea and
Paul Jarvey from his staff, he
made available a number of

handouts, including one on a
laminated card that conveyed
the message “it’s not junkie:
it's mother, father, sister,
brother, aunt, uncle, cousin,
niece, nephew. Don’t shame.
Remove the stigma. Ask ‘how
can I help?” This thought is
in keeping with his belief that
people suffering from addic-
tion need support—not humili-
ation. Not rejection.

Another was entitled “The
Truth About Your Opioid
Prescription” and, on the flip
side, “Overdose and the Opi-
oid,” with information about
how opioid drugs “can stop
brain signals that remind your
body to breathe. This is very
dangerous and can lead to se-
rious harm or death.”

Mr. Early had not gotten far
into his talk before pointing a
finger of blame at pharmaceu-
tical companies and doctors
who, he says, have fueled the
flames of addiction.

“Purdue Pharma, they
knew better than to say Oxy-
contin is not addictive,” he
said.

The nation

loses more

people to opioids than motor
vehicle accidents and gun vio-

Worcester County DA Joseph D. Early Jr. and Donna Lon-
dregan listen in as Ms. Londregan’s husband welcomes at-
tendees to the Chamber’s 59th annual meeting.

Post-Acute Rehab * Long-Term Care * Orthopedic Rehab

lence, he said.

He recommended that ev-
eryone read “Sam Quinones’
book Dreamland: The True
Tale of America’s Opiate Epi-
demic.” It tells “how we got
into this mess...pharmaceuti-
cal companies and doctors” in
part, who prescribe pills that
patients get hooked on and
after that they go out on the
street for fifty dollar pills “and
when they run out of those
they turn to heroin and it’s
sold like a pizza delivery.”

Ninety percent of overdose
deaths, “people have fentanyl
in their systems.”

Mr. Early said removing the
stigma from addiction is key to
battling the epidemic.

He said the Central Mass
Opioid Task Force follows
guidelines set up the CDC in
advocating for practices and
steps that can be taken to help
people suffering from addic-
tion:

“Narcan (which saves lives).

“-Access and availability to
treatment. Everyone who
leaves an ER should do so

=8 A+ Rating

+ Basement Remodels ¢ 3-Season Rooms
+ Additions * Decks

* Roofs * Windows
* Siding * Gutters

BUY NOW PAY LATER |

Outgoing Auburn Chamber o

f Commerce President Steve

Londregan, right, chats with Matteo Gentile, a director, be-
fore the organization’s 59th annual meeting at J. Anthony’s

Italian Grill on June 8.

with a treatment plan.
“-Intervention.
“-Detection of outbreaks.

“But mostly just eliminate the
stigma. We have to step out of
the silos to achieve success. We
need compassion and a little bit
of empathy.

“What we do at the DA’s
office: we show compassion
but stay within the law. We get
grants. We love comeback sto-
ries.”

Why should business care?

* Gutter Cleaning

* Handicap Accessible

Ramps

“Opiate addiction costs
business $100 billion a year,”
he said.

Mr. Early wasn’t able to ad-
dress the Chamber as planned
last year, because of the pan-
demic.

But his message resonated
just as loud and clear, this
year.

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.
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bankHometown promotes four to AVP/VP; names branch manager

OXFORD — bankHometown
recently promoted four of
its officers and named a new
branch manager for its Main
Street, Lancaster, office.

Tina M. Puzo, of Dudley, was
promoted to vice president,
branch officer, of bankHome-
town’s Southbridge St., Au-
burn, office and has assumed
additional responsibility as
retail sales coordinator for
several of the bank’s central
Massachusetts offices. Puzo
joined bankHometown in
2009 as branch manager of
the Webster office and has
more than 30 years of bank-
ing experience, including

Susan Collins

having previously served as
vice president, business de-
velopment and sales manager
at TD Bank. She completed
finance coursework at Quin-
sigamond Community College

Donna M. Daigle

and earned a certificate from
the New England College of
Business and Finance. Puzo is
active in the community, cur-
rently serving as secretary of
the Auburn Chamber of Com-

Nichols College names women'’s institute for
departing president to honor decade of leadership

DUDLEY - The Nichols Col-
lege Board of Trustees has
announced that the college’s
Institute for Women’s Leader-
ship (IWL) will be named for
Susan Engelkemeyer, who
retired in June after serving
10 years as Nichols president.
The new name is the Susan
West Engelkemeyer, PhD, Insti-
tute for Women’s Leadership.
“Nichols has come a long
way in the past 10 years with
Susan’s steady hand at the
helm. She has navigated the
college through tough waters
and positioned us for even
greater success,” said Board
Chair John H. Davis, referring
to the gains the college made
in enrollment, retention, and
graduation rates, and endow-
ment growth under Engelke-
meyer’s leadership, as well as

the completion of a historic $66
million fundraising campaign.

In honor of Engelkemeyer’s
retirement, members of the
board contributed a total of
$400,000 to the endowment for
the IWL, which she created in
2013. The Institute focuses on
the issues and challenges im-
pacting women in business us-
ing campus initiatives, industry
partnerships, research analy-
sis, and thought leadership. Its
goals are to develop the leader-
ship potential of students and
serve as a resource and au-
thoritative voice on women'’s
leadership for the community.
Among its programs are the
annual Empowering Women
in Business Conference and
the biennial Massachusetts
Women’s Leadership Index,
released this spring.

“Susan has been a model
leader and an inspiration to
our students. We are excit-
ed that the IWL, one of her
crowning achievements, will
reflect and honor that legacy,”
Davis added.

“The Institute for Women'’s
Leadership is an integral part
of the Nichols College mission
to develop prepared, confident
and ethical leaders of tomor-
row,” said President Engelke-
meyer. “Our students - both
female and male - benefit from
the Institute’s efforts to foster
awareness of gender inequal-
ity and to affect change at the
personal and institutional lev-
els. I am proud that my name
will continue to be associated
with this important work and
truly thank the Board of Trust-
ees for this honor.”

Erika Heredia

merce, chair of its Programs
Committee, and co-chair of
its town-wide Clean-up Com-
mittee. Additionally, she is
manager of bankHometown'’s
United Way campaign and
a member of the town of Au-
burn’s Business Roundtable
Committee. She previously
received the Girl Scouts of
Montachusett Council’s Wom-
en of Distinction award and
was previously named one of
Worcester Business Journal’s
40 Under Forty honorees.
Donna M. Daigle, of Lunen-
burg, was promoted to vice
president, branch officer, of
bankHometown’s Sack Blvd.,
Leominster, office, and has as-
sumed additional responsibil-
ity as retail sales coordinator
for the bank’s two Worcester
offices and three northern
Worcester County locations.
Daigle has more than 40 years
of banking experience, join-
ing bankHometown in 2014
as branch manager and later
promoted to assistant vice
president, branch officer. Be-
fore that, she was assistant
vice president, store manager,
with TD Bank. Daigle is also
the secretary and treasurer

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

-
Joel Laureano

for the Leominster chapter of
Business Network Internation-
al.

Joel Laureano, of Paxton,
was promoted to assistant
vice president, branch officer,
of bankHometown’s Grove
St.,, Worcester, office. He
joined Millbury Savings Bank
in 2015, which merged into
bankHometown in 2019, and
managed the bank’s Millbury
Street, Worcester, office be-
fore moving over to the Grove
Street location when it opened
in 2020. He has more than 20
years of banking experience,
having also been a branch
manager at both Bay State
Savings Bank and Citizens
Bank and an assistant branch
manager at the former Bank of
Boston/Fleet Bank. Laureano
is a volunteer with the Friends
of the Worcester Seniors.

Susan Collins, of Webster,
was promoted to assistant
vice president, cash man-
agement sales officer, and is
based in bankHometown’s
Elm St.,, Millbury, office. She
joined bankHometown in 2000
as a teller and over the years
has been promoted to assis-
tant branch manager, branch

Tina M. Puzo

manager, cash management
sales officer, and now assis-
tant vice president. Collins
will earn her associate degree
in business from Bay Path
University this spring and pre-
viously received a certificate
in management, leadership,
and building high performance
teams from Quinebaug Com-
munity College. She is active in
the community, having served
as treasurer of Friends of All
Saints Academy and as the
academy’s cheer coach as well
as secretary and treasurer of
the Sturbridge chapter of Busi-
ness Network International.
Erika Heredia, of Worces-
ter, was named branch
manager of the bank’s Main
Street, Lancaster office. She
joined bankHometown in
2017 as a teller and was later
promoted to teller supervi-
sor and most recently to
assistant branch manager
of the bank’s Grove Street,
Worcester, office. Heredia
holds an associate degree
from Quinsigamond Commu-
nity College and is a worship
director and youth leader
and mentor with the Revival
International Center.
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Cornerstone Creations casts your wishes

By Janet Stoica

For over 20 years, Pete Rob-
itaille has been casting his art-
work at his Sturbridge studio
to the delight of his custom-
ers. What began as a hobby
for this creative collector of ar-
chitectural art has blossomed
into a full array of unique and
custom-made everlasting piec-
es of concrete art.

“It’s not a heat process to
cast these pieces of concrete
statuary,” said Pete, “a mold
is used to create each one

and then a refinement process
is used to bring each unit up
to its full potential.” Mr. Rob-
itaille began his venture into
concrete creations about 20
years ago when he met some-
one who was selling molds
for the same price as statues.
Apparently, his first purchase
resulted in a creative streak
that continues today with his
large display of just about any-
thing that his customers might

imagine. “I make over 3,000
designs now,” he said, “and
I work with mold-makers in-
ternationally from England to
Australia to Germany and Rus-
sia. I look for unique designs
in the mythical, gothic, and na-
ture-inspired areas. The most
popular requests currently
are for gnomes, gargoyles,
bird baths, planters, and wall
hangings.”

His wall hangers can be
used indoors or outdoors and
com-
pleted in a

or
antique fin-
ish.

cording to Mr.
Robitaille as no
one really does |
concrete art
anymore. There
are plastic resin
designs from
China but they
certainly do not retain their
sturdiness like the creations
offered by Cornerstone, es-
pecially if the piece is an out-
door unit. Withstanding the

New England weather from
summer to winter is a true
testament to the strength and
durability of Cornerstone’s
offerings. “These are not light-
weight pieces,” he said, “these
are made to last.”

The most unusual creations
that Mr. Robitaille has created
are for repositories of loved
ones’ cremation ashes, be it
for a family member or a dear
family pet. He has also made
statues of pets, epitaphs, and
quotation markers.

The casting process involves
the use of a blended concrete
mixture that is poured into
a mold form, taking care to
ensure that air pockets are
non-existent. Once the casting
process has been completed

and molded, a curing process
is next, which may last up to
a week. The finishing stage
involves the use of a cement
compound, filling in any im-

perfections for a fine finish
and then, if requested by a
customer or decided by Mr.
Robitaille, priming and paint-
ing is done for an even more
refined look. Some of his cre-
ations are definitely in the
family heirloom category. His
1,000 square foot inventory
includes a wide range of cre-
ations. Stunning statuary in a
most unique environment.

Cornerstone Creations,
71 Main Street, Sturbridge.
Phone: (508) 347-0888.

Hours: Thursday - Sunday
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Find them on
Facebook.

Contact Janet: jstoica
@TheYankeeXpress.com
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Sacred Heart Parish celebrates 150 years in the community

WEBSTER - Sacred Heart
of Jesus celebrated its 150th
anniversary as a parish at a
special Mass Sunday, June 13.
Guests included Bishop Rob-
ert McManus of the Worces-
ter Diocese, priests, curates
and other members of the re-
ligious community as well as
state and local dignitaries, and
more than 150 parishioners
and friends of Sacred Heart.

The liturgical celebration,
originally scheduled for June
2020, was postponed due to
COVID-19 restrictions. Delay-
ing the commemoration until
2021 gave the parish the op-
portunity to celebrate two ad-
ditional milestones: 125th an-

niversary of the Church build-
ing and 25th anniversary of the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

Representa-

At the Mass,

Father Adam Reid, pastor of Sacred Heart Church, says
Mass with Bishop Robert McManus.
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tive Joseph McKenna read a
state resolution marking the
milestone and highlighting the
accomplishments of the par-
ish over the past 150 years.
State Senator Ryan Fattman,
while holding his toddler son
Harrison, followed with brief
remarks. He cited Luke 6:46-
49 about the man who built
his house and laid the founda-
tion deep within a rock so the
storms and winds could not
shake it. “This speaks volumes
to exactly the type of parish
that has been built here,” he
said. Music for the liturgy fea-
tured several musicians and the
Church’s pipe organ console
that dates to the 1920s.

Sacred Heart Parish traces
its roots to French Canadian
immigrants living and work-
ing in the area who were in-
terested in celebrating Mass
in the manner and language

to which they accustomed in
Canada. The first Church, lo-
cated on the corner of Slater
and East Main streets, was
purchased from a Methodist
Church and was the home
of Sacred Heart from 1870 to
1896 when the current Church
was built with materials im-
ported from Canada.

“When the founding moth-
ers and fathers of the Par-
ish came from Canada, they
brought very little with them,”
said Bishop McManus in his
address to the congregation.
“Most of them did not bring a
word of English. They came
with hardly any money and
few material goods. But what
they did bring was a profound-
ly deep and unshakable Catho-
lic faith... With tremendous
effort and because of their
faith they built this extraordi-
nary magnificent Church for

State Senator Ryan Fattman, holding son Harrison, gives
brief remarks, which were preceded by the reading of a state
resolution by Representative Joseph McKenna.
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Bishop Robert McManus addresses the congregation.

the greater honor and glory
of God. What they lacked in
finances, they found in faith.”

Reverend Adam Reid, pastor
of Sacred Heart, shared the sig-
nificance of the milestones in
a letter to the parish. “We are
the living legacy of the efforts
of our French-Canadian parish
founders’ lived faith,” he said.
“We celebrate our rich his-
tory but do not seek to dwell
in the past.... We now look to
enter into the next chapter of
our parish history by first re-
experiencing and perhaps in
some cases discovering for the
first time, a profound and life
changing relationship with our
Jesus Christ.”

This year also marks
the 25th anniversary of the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel,
located in the Emmaus Cen-

ter across the street from the
Church. Opened in 1996, the
Chapel serves the region as a
spiritual sanctuary of perpetu-
al adoration, operating round
the clock, thanks to a legion of
volunteers who are scheduled
in hourly shifts.

The mission of Sacred Heart
is to promote the gospel of Je-
sus Christ through worship,
outreach and education. The
parish offers some 30 liturgi-
cal and social outreach minis-
tries. In addition, Sacred Heart
serves the larger community
as the hub of operations for the
St. Vincent dePaul Society, as
the epicenter of worship at the
24-hour-a-day Emmaus Chapel,
and as a partner with St. Louis
Parish in instilling Christian
values in today’s youth at All
Saints Academy.

Dudley Woman’s Club completes a successful year

Despite the pandemic dur-
ing the 2020-2021 club year,
the DWC stepped up and do-
nated over $14,500 in goods
and cash across the follow-
ing organizations: You, Inc
- Christmas Adopt-A-Child

Program, Worcester Commu-
nity Fridges, Roseland Park
Upkeep fund, Blessed Back-
pack Brigade, Breast Cancer
Coalition, Center of Hope,
Charlton REAS, Dudley Vet
erans, HANDS, It Starts At
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ouvdoor 8151

HI.II'IL.HlE:
No Boundarles No Limits

(the old Lobster Nook location)

koS

32 Main St., Webster - 508-461-5858

q‘. ﬂ' Served with sauce on the side

Craft Food Beer & Wme

* Fhuwns iy Special *
Buy 1 Large SpecialtyPizza or
3 Toppings or more

Receive
1 FREE Small
Cheese Pizza

ot ety s ;

ITAlIAN PIll-A

mikescrunchies.com

Home, Inc., Second Chance
Animal Shelter, Veteran’s
holiday gifts, Webster/Dudley
Boys and Girls Club, Dudley
Police toy drive, three schol-
arships to graduating local
high school seniors and the
Webster/Dudley Food Share.
A great big thank you to all
who contributed to help oth-
ers during this difficult time.
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Best Buddies Friendship car parade

Best Buddies students and
their families participated
in its Friendship Car Parade
at the MAPFRE Insurance
campus on Gore Road in
Webster recently. Dozens of
MAPFRE employees volun-
teered to help with logistics
and provide overall support.
Best Buddies works to en-
rich the lives of youths and
adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities
through their Friendship
program, Jobs program and
Leadership = Development
program.

Pictured I-r: Chad Stawiecki, Kathleen Mazurek, Jane Herrion, Jose Luis Bernal, Carmen
Gargallo, CEO Jamie Tamayo, Sue Gryb, COO Jose Corral.

Dine iw, Jake snl), aud) Save!

$10 off $50 Take-out
Every day online at The Duck, Avellino,
& Cedar Street Grille, use code SAVE10

Tues-Thurs when you dine in
at The Duck & Avellino

FREE Muffin
Wed & Sun when you order on-line when you buy a box of muffins (4)
at Cedar Street Grille and at Cedar Street Café

| Cedar

The Duck & Avellino, use code 200FFSW
q Street
Grille

DUCK  AVELLINO
C O Z

All offers good thru 8.11.21 unless noted, excludes holidays and Brimfield Flea Week July 13-18.
Offers cannot be combined. Customer responsible for applicable sales tax.

The Duck & Avellino | 508-347-2321 | theducksturbridge.com | avellinorestaurant.com
Cedar Street Grille | 508-347-5800 | cedarstreetgrille.com

Cedar Street Café | 508-347-6800 | cedarstreetcafesturbridge.com
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79TH ANNIVERSARY

z0 FEMR A

JULY 10 - IPM

STUART‘E

-
-

)

JULY 3I

)

IPM

AUGUST 8- IPM

TOWER oF POWER
AUGUST I3 - IPM

EIGNER

AUGUST 26 - TPM

) 'rE

| LOSLOBOS |

TACAT RRCK REVUE

o HRT ARG ~TIEAT JEARS ~
AUGUST 21 - IPM

2ND SHOW ADDED!
TTHE IED 11

& CELEBRATION OF “THE MIGHTY ZEP

AUGUST 27 - TPM

iy
[THERIDCE

SEPTEMBERG - IPM

:

AUGUST 14 - IPM

W/

SCOTTY ﬁgmzizlw
AUGUST 22 - IPM

JOSH TU
AUGUST 28

RNER

IPM

= OO D

SEPTEMBER I1 - I2PM

FLARS OF ROCK

GEORGE THOROGOQD
AND THE:

DESTROYERS

GOODTO gE BAD

SEPTEMBER 19 - IPM

MORE SHOWS AT INDIAN RANCH

THE HOT SARDINES ...... JULY 22 - GPM
THE PIKE HAIRFEST ...... SEPTEMBER 25 - |2PM
KIPMOORE ............... SEPTEMBER 26 - [PM

SAMUEL

ZIGCY MARLEY ........... SEFTEMBER 30 - 7PM
JeSPECIAL................OCTOEER 9 - IPM
CHRIS JANSOM ........... OCTOBER 10 « IPM
THACE ADKINS ........... OCTOBER 17+ 1PM

SLATER'S

RESTAURAMNT

-
WWW SAMUELSLATE

RS

*‘."

Lake Tours and Specialty Cruises

[INDIAN PRINCESS

LAKE TOUR JUALY 10 = 10:00AM
LAKE TOUR JLROF 1T o+ T000AM
MARGARITAVILLE CRUNSE JUALY 15 = 8:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE JLALY 18 « T:30PM
LAKE TOUR JULY AT = 10:00AM
THE FIKE

AWESOME B0: CRUISE JULY 17+ &:30PM
LAKE TOUR JLELY 18 = 3:30PM
LAKE TOUR JIMY 24 + 2:30PM

—
COM

FULL SCHEDULE AT WWW. INDIANRAMNCH.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION: VISIT WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM
The Indian Ranch Box Office is open Thursday through Monday, 10AM - 4PM. Tickets are also
available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing
and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508.943.3871. For event booking,
contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour's drive from Boston,
Providence, Hartford and Springfield. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.
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The Publick House is now open

for your clining enjoyment.
Indoor and Outdoor seating available.

Now serving lunch and dinner

7 clays a week.

271 Main Street, Stm:bric]ge, MA 01566
508-347-3313 ® www.publickhouse.com

Indian Ranch honors veterans on Flag Day

On Flag Day, June 14, the
management of Indian
Ranch once again put out a
wonderful luncheon for the
veterans of our community.

Former State Rep. Paul
Kujawski, who is one of the
veterans’ biggest advocates,
gave a stirring talk on the
appreciation of the veterans
as well as handing out hats
to the veterans of the Ko-
rean War and Desert Storm
which were appreciated.
When everyone had eaten,
the veterans boarded the
Indian Princess to cruise
around Webster Lake. Due
to the cold inclement weath-
er on June 14, the partici-
pation was much less than
other years, however it was
a very enjoyable day for all
involved as it always is, and
it kicks off the summer sea-
son for veterans who look
forward to this day.

On behalf of all the veter-
ans who participated, I wish
to extend a very warm and
sincere thank you to Indian
Ranch and to Paul Kujawski
for their unwavering support
of veterans in Webster and
Dudley.

Stephen P. Rogerson
Veterans Services Officer -
Dudley”

- |

* MUSEUM OPEN:
MON. - FRI.
10AMTO5 PM

A fantastic weekend where you can see some of the
American Heritage Museum’s tanks including the M4
Sherman and M24 Chaffee operating on our tank
driving grounds. Captivating historical narration will
bring these amazing machines to life. WWII veterans
will be participating in the exhibition! Tank Driving and
Tank Rides will be available through the weekend.
All three museums will be open: The American
Heritage Museum, The Historic Aviation Hangar
and Classic Automobile Barn.

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org

(978) 562-9182

flario’s (Restaurant

"That nice little Italian Restaurant at 52 Central Streot”

Open Wed., Thurs. Fri. & Sat. 3:30-8pm
All Menu Items Available for Takeout

* Fresh Seafood ¢ Pasta
 Steak * Chicken ¢ Veal

| - Gift Certificates Available - |

52 Central Street, Southbridge, MA
508-764-8009

FULL
LIQUOR
LICENSE

¥ T |

& Office Supplies

Shipping made easy!

* Packing
* Shipping _ (2F)
* Packaging

[ gy Materials

* Fax, Copies & Printing
* * Document Scanning

* Mailbox Rental

» Office Supplies

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm ¢ Closed Sunday

626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam, CT 06260

860-963-7815

ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com

Regis College

Dean’s List
WESTON - Regis College is
pleased to announce that 481
students made the Dean’s List
for academic achievement for
the 2021 spring semester.
Alyssa Ward of Webster, is
among the students who
made the Dean’s List. Ward is
in the class of 2022.

To be eligible for the Dean’s
List as a senior, junior or soph-
omore at Regis, a student must
have a semester grade point
average (GPA) of at least 3.50.

“I am very pleased to see so
many of our students excelling
across the university,” said
Regis College Vice President of
Academic Affairs Mary Erina
Driscoll. “The Dean’s List and
the diversity of academic disci-
plines speak to a dedicated stu-
dent body and to a faculty that
promotes intellectual curiosity
and achievement.”

Scholarships

awarded
Each year the Oxford Wom-
an’s Club awards three $750
scholarships to graduating
seniors who reside in Oxford.
This year the club is excit-
ed to announce the winners.
The Oxford Woman’s Club
Scholarship goes to Dani-
elle Johnson of Oxford High
School. The Josie Tyler schol-
arship goes to Hayden Dube
of Bay Path Regional High
School and The Clara Barton
Scholarship goes to Samantha
Burdett of Bay Path Regional
High School. Congratulations
to the winners and to a bright
future ahead.



Maloxone,
Adlmrinisdralion

Webster Police Chief Michael Shaw.

WORCESTER - More than
half of those offered services
following an overdose ac-
cepted treatment as part of a
program launched last year
by District Attorney Joseph
D. Early Jr. and all 60 police

departments in Worcester
County.

Critical Incident Man-
agement System  (CIMS)

launched in March 2020 and
was used by police depart-
ments in all of Worcester
County’s cities and towns
over the last year to collect
overdose data and respond
to non-fatal overdose victims
to offer services. The re-
sponse visits were performed
with a plainclothes police of-
ficer and a recovery coach
usually within 48 hours of an
overdose incident.

Data from the last year
shows that on 52 percent of
the follow-up visits, individu-

als accepted services. In an-
other 9 percent of instances
the individuals were already
seeking services.

“These are encouraging
numbers,” said Mr. Early in
a press conference today.
“It was a challenging year to
launch this program with the
roadblocks presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic. These
numbers are a promising
start. Any time we can help
even one person get access to
treatment is a life that is being
saved.”

The District Attorney’s of-
fice purchased the CIMS soft-
ware for $40,000 using drug
forfeiture funds in 2019 from
developers Kelley Research
Associates. The implementa-
tion of CIMS was a successful
partnership between the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, local
police departments and mu-
nicipalities.

Naloxone,
Vilministralion

iﬁﬁ IHHH-H
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District Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr.

“By getting the names of
the folks who’ve had the non-
fatal overdoses and by giving
the opportunity for the fol-
low up...what you’ve done is
open the door. You've made
the connection. You've pro-
vided an opportunity for that
person when they’re ready to
take advantage of the treat-
ment options that are avail-
able to them,” said Worcester
City Manager Edward Augus-
tus.

CIMS allows police depart-
ments to share information,
as well, so that when a per-
son overdoses outside of
their hometown they are still
receiving a follow up visit.

“Addiction has no juris-
dictional boundaries,” said

Fitchburg Police Chief Ernest
Martineau, former President
of the Central Mass. Chiefs
of Police Association. “When
there’s no boundary for that,

MINDEPENDENG

D)y

*47.76 OFF

ANY SET OF

BRAKE PADS

Expires 7/31/21

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE

*$17.76 OFF a Synthetic Oil Change

Expires 7/31/21

Family Owned and Operated since 1967

CAHILL'S TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

33 SUTTON AVE. (Exit 4B off I-395), OXFORD, MA ¢+ 508-987-0603
WWW.CAHILLSTIRE.COM

there can be no boundary for
helping people. And that’s
what this does. It connects
60 cities and towns police de-
partments in responding and
helping.”

“The beauty of CIMS com-
ing on board is now we have
a centralized database that’s
tracking and we get an alert
when we have to go offer up
services. And the other thing
that we were missing was
when people were outside of
Webster having an overdose,
we never knew. Now with
CIMS, we can follow up with
them. It's a really integral
part of getting these people
the help they need,” said
Webster Police Chief Michael
Shaw. Webster’s responses
to those in need are assisted
by a partnership with Open-
ing the Word Recovery Cen-
ter, run by Rev. Janice Ford,
which opened in June 2020

508-987-2700  508-987-2897
www.robbinsgarden.com

Naloxone,
vilministration
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Rev. Janice Ford of the Open the Word Recovery Center.

Worcester County Overdose Response Program sees successes in first year

and served more than 2,000
people.

In fall of 2020, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office was
awarded a $1.2 million grant
from the federal Department
of Justice-Bureau of Justice
Assistance to fund recovery
coaches that will respond
with police to follow up and
offer services after an over-
dose.

Mr. Early was also joined
at the press conference by
Worcester Police Chief Ste-
ven Sargent, current Presi-
dent of the Central Mass.
Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion and Southbridge Chief
Shane Woodson, Dudley
Police Chief Steven Wojnar,
and Worcester Fire Depart-
ment Deputy Chief John
Powers.

Custom Sheds & Buildings » Seasonal Produce
Custom Milled Lumber

270 Sand Dam Road » Thompson, CT 06277
www.orchardproducts.net

and receive

$279

(Reg. $294)

“Support Your Local Businesses - We appreciate you!”
SUMMER HOURS:Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8-3. Closed Sun. until October.

IT°S STOVE GLEANING TIME!
CALL FOR YOUR
PELLET STOVE
CLEANING TODAY.
Book an appointment
in July or August

Discounted Price!

(Call before all booked up)

Ty

28 Sutton Avenue ° Oxford, MA * Rte. 395 ¢ Exit 4B
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Grange sponsors summer concert series

DUDLEY - Celebrate summer
under the stars this year with
the Dudley Grange Summer
Concert Series.

July 10 (raindate July 17),
the Great Garage Band Re-
union brings their self-styled
“loud and outrageous” 60s
and 70s funk, rock, R&B and
blues (with six horns) to Cen-
ter Road at 6 p.m.

August 7 (raindate August
14), 7 p.m. will feature music
from Art Sandoli leading into a

chance to stargaze and watch
the Perseids meteor shower.
NASA  volunteer educator
Dino Tata will lead that as-
tronomical exploration if the
clouds cooperate; bring your
telescope or good binoculars,
and we will have some avail-
able for use.

All shows are outdoors, all
ages and free admission on
the grass at Dudley Grange’s
historic location, 139 Center
Road (next to Nichols Col-

lege). Bring lawn chairs or
blankets, snacks and drinks
(no alcohol allowed) and in-
tent to have some fun in the
warmth of a summer eve-
ning.

The series is being spon-
sored by a grant from the Dud-
ley Cultural Council, the local
agency of the Massachusetts
Cultural Council. For more in-
formation on the Grange itself,
go to https://www.facebook.
com/DudleyGrange.163/.

Sun-Thurs: 11a-10p |
Fri-Sat: fla-11p
MexicalisFreshMex.com |
Dine In & Takeout!

Certificates

July Art Exhibit

WEBSTER - At Peace in Na-
ture, mixed-media artwork
by Lisa Kretchman, will be
on display and for sale July
1-31 at Booklovers’ Gourmet,
72 East Main Street, Web-
ster, during regular business
hours: Tuesday-Saturday
10-5. A meet and greet with
the artist will take place on
Saturday, July 17, from 24
p-m. Please RSVP to deb@
bookloversgourmet.com or
508-949-6232.

Lisa Kretchman is a local
mixed-media artist living in
Dudley. She studied paint-
ing, illustration, and digital
media at Massachusetts Col-
lege of Art and Design. Her
artwork has been shown in
local galleries, museums,
and events, including the
Warwick Museum of Art,
The Attleboro Arts Museum,
the RI Convention Center (as
part of the Flower Show),

and the Quinebaug Valley
Council for the Arts & Hu-
manities. She also participates
in several public art projects,
including Putnam’s Fire &
Ice Festival, and is a regular
artist at the Jack-O-Lantern
Spectacular at Roger Williams
Park Zoo in Providence, RI, an
event that draws tens of thou-
sands of viewers each year.

Much of her work is in-
spired by nature, often with
added story or symbolism.
In her process, she blends
media including watercolor,
pastel, and acrylic, and found
objects. By exploring themes
of positive intention, compas-
sion, and peace, she hopes to
share that energy through her
work with others.

More examples of the art
ist’s work, including her Art
Hearts charity project can be
seen at: lisakretchman.word-
press.com/fine-art/

Available

Buy any lunch or dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or
lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party.
Not combinable with other offers or specials. Offer expires 7-31-21

INDOOR DINING

Outdoor dining now available Take-out Always Available

Online orders with pickup or delivery
v’4l Worcester Road, Webster, MA * 508-461-5070
J Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex Like Usl n

ED STEARNS DRESSED MEATS

1k 508-248-7866

ha® 27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20) Chariton, MA

See us for all your Barbecue
and Summer Party needs!

SUMMER 2021 SPECIALS

stor gw England downtowns & villages
Visit IeLas”tG“?benValley org

|_"j

A=$5000 | B- .:CQ
21BS. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR SLBS. gH'CKEN LEG QUARTERS OR
1% LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST ~
2 1BS. HAMBURG OR 21Bs. LONDON BROIL STEAKS OR ﬁ] 4 I h
1 LB. SIRLOIN TIPS 5 é'—B- S'Fg-o'“ TIPS P II an
2 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR LBS. 1 E; UI-'IDOTHE;?)I((BESN OR
2 LBS. HAM STEAKS : f k h f h
1 PKG. (1 LB.) SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE 21BS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 1 PKG. ﬁ PAR an gann
OR 1 PKG. (1% LBS.) COOKED SR{;!S% yﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬁ%&'c'@“
CHICKEN WINGS OF YOUR CHOICE
11B. HoT DOGS OR 1 LB. BACON 2 LBS. HAMBURG OR 3 LBS. GROUND TURKEY ((%Jzzgf %g;gf _@zfgz;gf g;g/ _@‘gﬁﬁwﬁ;
PRIME RIB AND STEAKS
75,00 $100.00
51BS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR 2% LBS.NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS OR FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS
1 LB. HOT DOGS 1% LBS. DELMONICO STEAKS
3 LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR 51BS. CHICKEN LEG QUARTERS OR CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES
2 LBS. RACK BABY BACK RIBS 3BS. CUT UP CHICKEN APPETIZERS  SALADS « SOUPS
21BS. LONDON BRoIL STEAKS OR 2'/21BS. HAMBURG OR 1 STACK (10)
1% LBS. NEW YORK SIRLOIN STEAKS 4 0Z. HAMBURGER PATTIES COMBINATION DINNERS
31BS. HAMBURG OR 1% LBS. SIRLOIN TIPS 31BS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR
3LBs. CUT UP CHICKEN OR 1 LB. BACON 1 PKG. (1% LBS.) MARINATED CHICKEN KIDS VALUE MEALS (12 & UNDER)
3 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST OR BREAST OF YOUR CHOICE
1PKG. ( 1% LBS.) MARINATED 3LBS. BONELESS SPARERIBS OR K
CHICKEN BREAST OF YOUR CHOICE 2 LBS. RACK BABY BACK RIBS TRY OUR FAMOUS Clnnamon RO"S & ChOWdeI'
1 PKG. (1LB.) SAUSAGE OF YOUR CHOICE 21BS. HOT DOGS OR 1 PKG. (1% LBS.)
OR 1 PKG. ( 1% LBS.) COOKED COOKED CHICKEN WINGS OF YOUR CHOICE ) . .
CH(ICKI;N WII?IGS OF YOUR CHOICE 21Bs. SIRLOIN TIPS OR Lunch: Wed-Thurs-Fri Open 11:30am Dinner: Daily 3:00pm to close
1 PKG. ( 1% LBS.) MARINATED Sunday Noon to close - Closed Tuesdays
ST PLAGE NO SUBSTITUTIONS. SIRLOIN TIPS OF YOUR CHOICE Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years
. Ed Stearns PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE
Dmssegfl]\ge'l?tﬂm H ihe uri 0 CUStom CUtting seCt_ion (_:Ioses Retail Store Hours 508-478-0871 o 11 UXbrIdge Rdl ~ Rtl 16 Mendon '-'I.
¥ BUTCHER SHOP facehaok ﬁ' 1 hour before closing time. Tues. 9am-5pm . - ‘
o We Accept Cash, EBT R LA See Our Menu on our website  E=liz=d <@ S5 [1] SR SN
4 P am-6pm i N
\visaBE Ji==JF="1 Visit our website: www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com e gam-ﬁgm www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook GOURM ET[
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right color

_____________________________

A

Benjamin Moore-

Buy 1 Get 1 FREE

Benjamin Moore color samples

Find the RIGHT COLOR at one of our following locations

or visit us at KoopmanPaint.com
SKU: PROMOCOLOR

WHITINSVILLE UXBRIDGE GRAFTON SHARON MILFORD - Paint
665 Church St. 12 Douglas St. 82 Worcester St. 1050 General Edwards Hwy 209 West Street
Whitinsville, MA Uxbridge, MA  North Grafton, MA Sharon, MA 02067 Milford, MA 01757

ST 238067 01123 4 508-234-4545 508-278-5400 508-839-6526 781-806-0592 508-478-0303

Materials

2671 Broncos Highway
Nasonvilie, RI

(Former,Roots & Shoots)

401-769-4286

SUP

Bulk Loam ¢ Mulch « Stone « Compost

Garden Fertilizers « Controls ¢ Repellants : Homeowners
Grass Seed ¢ Drainage Pipe ¢ Fire Pits DeI!very & Contractors
Bluestone ¢ PA Fieldstone « Granite « Flagstone Available Welcome!

Cobblestone ¢ Palletized Stone « Wood Pellets
Chimney Supplies * Concrete & Mason Sand
Concrete & Mortar Products

UniLock Pavers and Walls

f - g i ni " .

Monday - Friday 7a

m -4pm ¢ Sat. 7am - 12pm

Authorized
Dealer
-
. L -
o < D 7y |



16 The Yankee Xpress * www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ July 9, 2021

By Amy LeClaire

I'm on the road, driving in my
old Honda Pilot. Lincoln sits
patiently by the window. He’s
staring intently at the scene
outside, our latest destination.
I park, open the back door
and let him out for the latest
excursion, one set at a small
pond located below a woodsy
incline at the edge of a back
road. We're in a dream, one
that holds the quiet authen-
ticity of the way things have
always been. I know I'm in a
dream while I'm in it. I watch
him hustle down the hill
and find the water. He sinks
down into the pond and dog
paddles, his head lifted while
he bobs to the rhythm of his
swim.

The dream, I sense, is about
to end. I soak up the moment
and watch my dog revel in
what comes naturally. We
may be in two different worlds
but we’re still together. Like an

ocean wave against shoreline,
we’ll keep meeting this way.
We may exist in two different
forms, but we’re still connect-
ed.

I wake up, palm my chest.
Lincoln.

The dream floats with me
into the kitchen. The hard-
wood floor is polished, hair-
less. I pull out a box of Grape
Nuts and wait for Lincoln to
remind me of where his dish
is located, just in case I hap-
pened to forget. I wait for him
to stare at my banana while
it's unpeeled, then turn his
nose up at a brownish wedge.
Overripe. | gaze out at the bay
window at a back yard too
lush. Where are the yellow
patches? Why are the bun-
nies so liberated, the crows
cockier than usual? We need
Lincoln. Sigh.

A puppy might help.

I find myself scrolling
through dozens and dozens of
websites and Facebook Gold-
en groups. My heart swells
while I peruse picture after
picture, Golden after Golden.
One stands at a dock, another
snuggles with a litter mate,
one wears a checkered bow

—

Living ON with Lincoln

Lincoln finds me a puppy

tie. My eye catches one that
looks just like Lincoln. He sits
proudly and smiles, his chesty
lion mane puffed out.

The thought of enduring
loss, grief and pain—yet again—
borders on the absurd. Happy
people choose to be happy,
and move away from pain. Be-
sides, my house sparkles, my
car is clean, and my freedom—

Freedom is subjective when
it comes to owning a dog. On
one hand, you are able to pull
off a day excursion without
worrying about leaving your
dog home alone. Ditto for the
vacation to Europe. On the
flip side, a dog “frees” us from
life’s petty stresses Have you
ever noticed that a dog, un-
like a human, does not sweat
the small stuff? Imagine you’ve
just dropped a pint of blue-
berries on your kitchen floor.
They scatter and roll beneath
the crack where the fridge
meets the floor. Blood pres-
sure rises. The entire day has
been this way, one disaster af-
ter the next. Now imagine that
same happening with a dog.
Blueberries drop. Whoopsie.
Three seconds flat and the
mess will be gone. A dog will
speed-vacuum one blueberry
at a time, press his face against
the fridge crack to sniff out the
lost berry and, in the process,
make you smile. Dogs make
the hard things easy. They
lighten our loads and help us
realize that the small stuff is
just that, small stuff. In doing
so, they don’t take away our
freedom, so much as they do
offer a way to live freely. Dogs
don’t need yoga to de-stress.
They live it.

As natural free-spirits, dogs
also allow positive attitudes to

HEALTH
FOODS

HELP YOUR PET RELAX
DURING THUNDERSTORMS

& FIREWORKS
* CBD Pet Treats * Herbal Relaxants
+ Essential Oil Based Flea & Tick Repellants
* Pet Omega 3 Immune Health Pro Biotics

860-928-2852

HARVEST MOON

HEALTH FOODS LLC

Rt. 21 ¢ Unit #4  Colonial Plaza * Putham, CT
www.harvestmoonhealthfoods.net
Hours: Mon-Wed. 10am-6pm ¢ Thurs.-Sat. 10am-5pm ¢ Sun.11am-3pm

Check us out on
We accept all major credit cards

facebook

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM

Over 30 years
in Business
Denise and

Bill Jonev

‘.

In-Home Services Available

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare

overcome negative situations.

Humans can be difficult.
They can be defiant, rebel-
lious, obnoxious, cruel, intol-
erant, rigid, insensitive, or un-
reasonable. How do humans
approach conflict with other
humans? They judge, scorn,
fight, gossip, or avoid hard
situations all together. They
grow apart and divide, forever
stuck in a stalemate of egos.
Have you ever watched how a
dog approaches a difficult hu-
man?

“Did you see that woman in
the car beside us? She’s wav-
ing her hands and wagging her
finger at us! I think she wants
to play!” If that same woman
were in a dog’s presence,
he’d lick salty, sweaty anger
from her palms and make her
laugh. Dogs see the very best
in people. They don’t keep
score or a record of wrongs.
A dog makes it impossible to
be angry with the loved one
who has just stepped on your
last nerve. “Is that a spot of
scallop you’re wearing on
your shorts?” Dogs sniff out
the good parts. They forgive,
forget, and approach conflict
with compassion.

I try to practice what Lincoln
has taught me. He’s still with
me. [ want to relate to people
the way Lincoln would. I want
to be a better person. But I'm
only human. Dogs are better.

“Either you find me a puppy
or I'm getting a rescue.”

I need a puppy. I blame
a husband who, less hasty,
chooses to window shop for
cute Goldens via smartphone
searches. “Look at this guy!”

My patience for cute on-line
Goldens wears thin. | want my
own. “We need to get on a pup-
py list with a quality breeder,”
[ say. “We will,” he says back.
But his lax demeanor fails to
convince. Since when is Liv-
ing Without Dog tolerable? I'm
suspicious.

The search begins. I read,
write, network, Google, and
collaborate with neighbors
and Dog People. I learn that
due to the 2020 pandemic, the
demand for Goldens soared,
causing a puppy shortage,
lengthy wait lists, and frustra-
tion. Golden Dames can only
have so many puppies in the
course of a year, and there are
several variables which may
or may not hinder the birth-
ing process. I imagine Lincoln
sitting at my heels at an ice
cream counter while I admire
the puppy beside us. “Yeah,
yeah, he’s cute. But let’s talk

M/ssy?

82 Dresser Hill Rd.
Charlton, MA
508-248-0056

WALK-IN

Kmdred spirits.

about my soft serve.”

Does Lincoln not want me to
get a puppy?

By mid-June, puppy doors
begin to open via friends
who know of my situation
and are also looking for one.
One call led to another, until
I'm offered a spot on a list. A
July litter is available! I'm ex-
cited but everything is mov-
ing along so fast and I need
more answers. | want to know
more about the parents of my
puppy. I seem to have a lot of
questions, but not enough an-
swers, and there are too many
loopholes in too many chang-
ing facts. Something is amiss.
One puppy deal falls through,
followed by other dead-end
leads. That puppy would be
perfect, but I can’t travel to Se-
attle. Gorgeous dogs, but what
about health clearances?

Heaven on earth for Lincoln.

FEddie’s Foolwear

WHERE YU 60
BEST
16 West Main St.
Dudley, MA 01571

Hrs.: M-F 11am-5pm; Sat. 9am-4pm.
Closed Sunday

Meanwhile (and somewhat
miraculously) my husband
reaches Cloverdale Golden
Retrievers of CT via his own
(more analytical) search. He
manages a phone call with the
owner, an experienced high-
quality breeder who — who
has collaborated in the past
with Twin Beau D Kennel,
Lincoln’s birth place! She has
seen his pictures, knows of his
roots, and, technically, some
of her pups may even be dis-
tant cousins!

Sold! We’re getting a puppy
next spring! Better than that,
the puppy is a part of Lincoln!
[ couldn’t be happier.

Lincoln isn’t against getting
a puppy. He just needed to be
involved in the process. Once
again, my dog brings out the
best in tough situations.

“Thank you, Lincoln.”

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans

68 US Route 146, Sutton MA - 508-865-3180

NAIL SERVICE

Owner/Groomer
Meaghan Lanagan

www.missysdoggydayspa.com

Chippewa, Carolina, Wolverine,
Rocky, Corcoran

Eddie Ooner

Bails For YWark

www.eddiesfootwear.com 77¢1-508-949-1556
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Programs and events at The Pearle

DUDLEY - Programs and events at the Pearle L. Crawford (Dud-
ley) Library, 40 Schofield Avenue, Dudley, 508-949-8021. Join in
for one of their virtual programs at the Pearle. To register go to
www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021

Knit and crochet group - Thursday 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. and Friday
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. All stitchers are welcome for this informal
group, meeting weekly in the Fels Room.

Don'’t forget to sign up for summer reading now through July
30. Sign up and enter to win some great prizes for kids, teens,
and adults.

Lunch time story times, Wednesdays at noon throughout the
summer. Story time will be held outside in the lot near the chil-
dren’s wing. There will be a take home craft each week that goes
with what we read. These are geared for ages 0-5. Sessions are
limited to 15 families. Be advised we will be in a wooded lot so
bug spray and sunscreen is recommended.

July 14 - Dragons; July 21 - Animal Safari; July 28 - Bubble Party.
Free; registration required.

Dissect an owl pellet - Monday, July 12 - multiple sessions. Join
in to dissect an owl pellet and see what bones we find and identify
them. Ages 5-12. Limited to five participants per session.
Sponsored by the Hugh and Harriet Crawford Endowment.
Free; registration required.

Paint a birdhouse - Friday, July 16 - multiple sessions. Join us
to paint and decorate a pre-built birdhouse to attract birds to
your yard. Ages 5-12. Limited to five participants per session.
Sponsored by the Hugh and Harriet Crawford Endowment.
Free; registration required.

Burpee and Records petting zoo - Monday, July 19 - multiple
sessions. Register for a 25-minute session to meet and pet a va-
riety of real animals. You will have the ability to purchase small
amounts of feed for the animals. The money from the feed ma-
chines will go to help the Friends of the Library. Come meet
animals like a llama, alpaca, tortoise, squirrel monkey, goats,
and others.

Sponsored by the Hugh and Harriet Crawford Endowment.
Free; registration required.

Animal magnets/pendants - Thursday, July 22 (first half) and
Monday July 26 (second half) — multiple sessions. We will be
creating animal magnets or pendants. This is a 2 part activity.
Part one is creating the animal and part two is painting it. (If you
cannot come to the second session you can take your creation
home to dry.) This is for ages 8-12. Sponsored by the Hugh and
Harriet Crawford Endowment. Free; registration required.

Stuffed animal sleepover - Thursday, July 29, 2:00-4:00 p.m. We
are letting your stuffed animals take over the library. Drop in

Dean's List and grad from Norwich U
NORTHFIELD, Vt. - Wilson Robin Reich, Dudley has been rec-
ognized on the Dean's List at Norwich University for the Spring.
Hannah Jane Mendez Rockwood, Webster also graduated with
her Bachelor of Science in environmental science and psychology.
Fulltime undergraduate students, who earned a semester grade
point average of at least 3.40 and had no failures in the previous
Fall or Spring semester are awarded Dean's List honors. These
students cannot have any pending Incomplete (I) grades. Dean's
List honors are noted on the official transcript each term earned.

MassBay CC Dean’s List

and create a bed for your stuffed animal to sleep in, and then
leave them to sleep overnight. We will then make sure they
have a fun night at the Library. (We will post their adventures
on Facebook and Instagram.) Please register your animal! You
can drop them off anytime between 2-4 p.m. Sponsored by the
Hugh and Harriet Crawford Endowment. Free; registration re-
quired.

Summer reading ends Friday, July 30, 1:00-3:00 p.m. Drop in
and get an ice cream sandwich or popcorn for participating in
summer reading! Ms. Lida will be outside for your last minute
reading tracking to put your tickets in the raffle baskets. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library.

Every Thursday, June 24 through September 30, from 4-7pm, the
Auburn Farmers’ and Cultural Market will take place at the Dr.
Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex, 203.5 Paka-
choag Street, Auburn.

Participants include Fay Mountain Farm/Kettle brook (start
July 8); Moosup Valley Farm-fresh cut flowers perennials; El-
zire’s Acre Farm-goat milk soap; Lady Love Lamas-makes lama
yarn items; BS Maple Syrup; Charlton Honey; Jackson’s Cre-
ative handmade art; Center Bakery-baked breads and more;
Crystal Clear Emotions-silver jewelry blue topaz; The Art Lab
and Gallery-handmade art; B-Organic-organic bags for produce
and more; Mandie C’s Sweetery- assorted cookies; Sarkisian
Studios-hand painted art items; American Flag Craft-$25 pp.

For more information please email Kpappas@town.auburn.

Nelghborhood yard sale

OXFORD - A neighborhood yard sale will be held Satur-
day, July 10 and Sunday, July 11, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 5
Founder’s Court, Oxford. Please no early birds.

Some of the items available are furniture, jewelry, tools,
toys, glassware, lawn items, Christmas items, clothes, TV,
chests, books and lamps.

Summer yard sales

The Helping Hand summer yard sales schedule has been
announced. The time of each sale is 8 am to noon. The
dates include July 10 and July 24, August 7 and August 21,
and September 11. The yard sales are held at Dodge Cha-
pel, 81 Hammond Hill Road, Charlton. To donate call Deb
508-987-0708, Annette 508-347-7596, or Judy 508-248-5580.

Flea market

The Upton VFW will hold the next in its summer series
of flea markets from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. beginning July 10
at Post headquarters, 15 Milford St., (Route 140) in Upton.
The markets are held the second Saturday of each month
through October, weather permitting.

Spaces for vendors and craftsmen are $10, or $15 if a ban-
quet sized table is needed. Reservations are not necessary.
Post member David Kennedy can provide further informa-
tion by calling 508-529-3314 or via the VFW Facebook page.
Coffee and donuts will be available in the morning. Hot
dogs, chips, and cold drinks will be offered at lunchtime.

Yard Sale

ma.us or call 508-755-3291.

Northeastern U Dean’s List

BOSTON - Northeastern Uni-
versity is pleased to recognize
those students who distin-
guish themselves academical-
ly during the course of the
school year. The following res-
idents were recently named to
the University’s dean’s list for
the Spring semester, which
ended in May 2021.

To achieve the dean’s list
distinction, students must
carry a full program of at
least four courses, have a
quality point average of 3.5
or greater out of a possible
4.0 and carry no single grade

lower than a C- during the
course of their college ca-
reer. Each student receives a
letter of commendation and
congratulation from their col-
lege dean.

*William Dunion of Dudley,
a Northeastern University
student majoring in chemical
engineering.

* Natalie Baclawski of Dudley,
a Northeastern University stu-
dent majoring in mathemat
ics/business admin.

*Erin Warren of Webster, a
Northeastern University stu-
dent majoring in biology.
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WELLESLEY HILLS - The fol-
lowing local students have
been named to MassBay
Community College Dean’s
List, achieving outstanding
academic honor for the spring
2021 semester.

Keri-Ann Dayhoff of Oxford
studying computer tomography
Leomara Lacerda Silva of
Webster studying liberal arts -

Are you a public school,
state or local employee
planning your next chapter?

psychology/sociology

To be eligible for the Mass-
Bay Dean’s List, students must
complete at least six credits of
college-level courses, be in
good standing with the Col-
lege, and earn a grade point
average of 3.500 or higher. The
spring 2021 semester Dean’s
List includes 930 full- and part-
time students.
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Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St

Let us help you prepare. To learn
more, call my office today.

_

Auburn, MA 01501-1303

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Saturday, July 10 and Sunday, July 11 - Yard Sale - 8 a.m.-
2 p.m. at 31 Conlin Road, Oxford, for items such as books,
clothes, furniture, household, tech, jewelry, etc. No early
birds, please.

hlap Py
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723 MAIN STREET, NORTH OXFORD, MA 01537

Ken &ArtClements  (508) 987-1171

ROADSIDE FARM MARKET

wrk Retail &
Wholesale
Vegetables

& Fruit

farmstand. ware.worcester.ma

Curr owm
Utterd&l

7146 SW#E:ltoﬁ Worcester
Open 7 days * 508-873-4408

M-F: 10:30 am to 6 pm ° Sat.-Sun. close 4:30 pm

Yellow Squash,
Zucchini, Beets

Our own'
Tomatoes

508-832-5385

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

FRESH HERBS - Basil, Parsley, Rosema.etc.

www.growersfarmersworld.com
“Once you find us...you’ll always come back!”
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Tavern

MULEH - WOOD CHIPS - COMPOST | scholarship
SAND « STONE - LOAM .

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A) P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628 071569 Th(_e Black :I'avern His-

torical Society of Dud-
ley is pleased to an-
nounce the recipient
of the Michael Bran-
niff Memorial Scholar-
ship for 2021 is Colin
Humphries.

Colin is a graduate
of Shepherd Hill and
will attend the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts
this fall, with a major
in political science.

The Board of Direc-
tors met with Colin at
their annual meeting
on Saturday, June 26.
Marc Mosely, a mem-
ber of the scholarship

committee, presented
the award.

Dnside WDO Chamber scholarships

The Webster-Dudley-Oxford arship golf tournament from  School, Bay Path and a WDO  Joseph Szela from Oxford

m 06‘5 / Chamber of Commerce schol- the generous support of spon- member. High School
’ arship program has been in sors and golfers who play in The 2021 recipients are: Ryan Steiner from Bay Path
place dating back to the mid the annual event. Gabriela Piwowarczyk from Regional Vocational Techni-
* 90s, awarding over $125,000 The scholarships ($1500.00)  Bartlett High School cal High School
worcester westboro in scholarships. The funds are awarded to students Panayiota Veronis from Tyler McKay, the Philip L.

are generated primarily from from Bartlett High School, Shepherd Hill Regional High Hopkins Memorial.

5 0 8- 7 55-5 2 5 o the Chamber’s annual schol- Shepherd Hill, Oxford Higt; School
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4 Cedar St., Sturbridge, MA
508-347-BIRD

www.TheBirdStoreandMore.com 3 facebook:
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*Higher Price Prevails.
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Expires 7/31/21 430 Main St., Oxford, MA
- R.D.O. F R MA We repair all makes and
s et DR. R 0 models of Garage Doors and
ARI TO 19-6 Mas<a rme Re Electric Openers ) ’ 2 appeal
NP A z o A U U - Commercial and Residential - | with a new garage door.
OIIOK = . . . : Many new:stylesiand colors="
- Visit our display by appointment 7 to choose from.
0 on. 9-6 0-6; Wed. 10 0-7:00 0 9 | 1251 | . :
" s Sales ¢ Service ° Installation
— / 1)/ ’ -
& T Y e 800-605-9030 508-987-8600 ™=

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com
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Oxford Ins. Agency

300 Main St., Oxford
508-987-0333
pcoyle@oxfordinsurance.com

Dominic Manzi-Knych has
caught a break in his young
life and congratulations to him
as he enters into the Division
One college basketball world
at UMASS Ambherst as an as-
sistant coach for head coach
Matt McCall who will be en-

The Yankee Xpress « www.theyankeexpress.com * July 9, 2021 19

Dominic Manzi-Knych named UMASS
assistant basketball coach

tering his fifth season on the
UMASS campus.

UMASS is in the ultra com-
petitive Atlantic 10 conference
and Manzi-Knych is grateful
and excited for such an op-
portunity at a very young age.

Manzi-Knych just graduated
from UMASS in May with a
bachelor of science degree in
sport management. He gradu-
ated from Bartlett High School
in 2017 and was part of the In-
dians 2017 Clark Tournament
and District championship
team.

As an undergrad at UMASS
Dominic worked his way up
to the assistant position by be-

Dominic Manzi-Knych on his way to a career in coaching.

ing a tireless student manager
during his freshman and soph-
omore years and then got pro-
moted to senior manager his
junior and senior years on the
UMASS basketball team under
the watchful eye of Coach Mc-
Call.

Hard work always pays
off and in this situation for
Manzi-Kynch it was all worth
it. “I love Coach McCall and
UMASS basketball and when
the job opened up recently,
my first thought was [ must be
dreaming,” said Manzi-Knych.
McCall must have seen what
we all know in these parts,
that Dominic is a tireless work-
er and his loyalty goes on for-
ever, but his staple quality is
his humility.

McCall offered the title of
video coordinator to Manzi-
Knych last week and the
dream has come true for the
local kid. His mother Luanne
Manzi and his father John
Knych are glowing with the
news of their son landing such
a position right away in a na-
tional setting of college basket-
ball.

The video position on
the college and professional
sports levels is the recaptur-
ing of what happened in prac-
tices and games using video
editing software to complile
breakdowns of specific plays
or techniques.

The Atlantic 10 conference
has the likes of Dayton, St.
Louis, URI, Fordham, St. Bo-

naventure, George Mason,
and Richmond to name a few.
Manzi-Knych said, “there are
no nights off in the A10. All the
schools in the A10 have great
facilities and atmosphere to
play in. It is a very competi-
tive conference. The goal is to
compete and get to the NCAA
tournament every year.”

The Minutemen ended
their 2020-21 season in the
A10 quarter finals where they
were beat by St.Louis. How-
ever, it was the farthest they
advanced since 2014.

The outlook is bright at
UMASS and McCall’s coach-
ing resume started with Billy
Donavan at Florida as an assis-
tant and then a two year head
coaching stint at Chattanooga
before landing at UMASS in
2017. McCall has put the foun-
dation in for the Minutemen to
be successful this season and
make a run at the NCAA tour-
nament. There has been a lot
of movement on their roster to
make that expectation a real-
ity.

Manzi-Knych has a huge
task in front of him at such
an early age and relishes the
fact that he is in a big time at-
mosphere in a program that
is at the cusp of achieving the
ultimate goals of an NCAA di-
vision one bonafide program
where the lights are the bright-
est and the bands are the
loudest.

It doesn’t get any better for
Dominic Manzi-Knych from

Licensed in MA
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Dominic Manzi-Knych on the job at UMASS.

Webster. The kid put his head
down and worked his way up
the ladder the old school way.
He is a valuable cog in the
UMASS basketball wheel and
he has prepared himself to
embrace the opportunity.
Good Luck to Manzi-Knych
and UMASS. Webster has a
young son at a tender age in
the big show of college bas-
ketball by way of his humil-

ity, perseverance, and hard
work. His day-to-day respon-
sibilities are demanding and
crucial to Head Coach Matt
McCall and the entire UMASS
basketball program. Dominic
is chomping at the bit for this
opportunity. The opportunity
couldn’t have happened to a
better kid. A great lesson les-
son of preparation meeting
opportunity.

YOU COULD GIVE
YOUR PEOPLE
CULLIGAN WATER
FOR ONLY

O‘&Q&mem

CulliganNewEngland.com

860-282-1188

Limited time offer. Dealer participation may vary.
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Cruising scene 2021

Cruisin’ Scene at Bass Pro Shops and Gillette Stadium

By Jim Weicherding
It took awhile but it appears
after weeks of non-stop post-
ponements due to the pan-
demic we are starting to get
back to normal. Normal being
used relatively and nothing
like we were used to on the
cruisin’ scene pre-pandemic.
After two months of delays,
Mass Cruisers and Bass Pro
Shops began hosting their bi-
weekly car shows at Gillette
Stadium to the delight of thou-
sands of show vehicle owners
and spectators. This show
attracts the largest crowds
across New England and you
will find show vehicles adorn-
ing license plates from New

York, New Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania.

This car show is the longest
running seasonal automotive
event that typically ends the
week of Halloween every year.
Most expire in late September
or early October. [ don’t know
of any other area car show that
goes until Halloween week.

Governor Charlie Baker
recently lifted all restrictions
across the state, allowing this
venue to start for the cruisin’
season. Better late, than never,
like last summer. If you have a
classic ride or just love seeing
all of the beautiful show vehi-
cles and mingle with automo-

tive enthusiasts, then Bass Pro
Shops and Gillette Stadium is
the place to be every other
Thursday over the next four
months thanks to the Mass
Cruisers.

Enjoy the great oldies dur-
ing the event brought to you
by Cruisin’ Bruce Palmer and
sponsored by Peter Sacchetti
at Sacchetti Classic Insurance.
This is a fantastic car show
and everyone involved is dedi-
cated to making sure you have
a great and exciting experi-
ence. Keep this automotive
hobby and car culture thriv-
ing for years to come. Please,
“take a kid to a car show.”

"Motorcycles ¢ ATVs * Gear
Tires and Accessories...

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY
ALL MONTH LONG!
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John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master
technician. He will answer reader’s
questions each week You can find
the Car Doctor podcast at wwuw.
Jjohnfpaul podbean.com or other
popular podcast sites. Email your
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
Jjohnfpaul and friend him on face-

book mrjohnfpaul

I own a 2007 Shelby GT500. I bought it new, and it has
Q only 11,000 miles on it. When [ was in Florida my bat-
" tery maintainer failed and the battery went dead. I put
in a new battery and now my Shaker 500 CD player
keeps cycling and I cannot get the CD out. It keeps cycling even
when the radio is shut off and the key is out of the ignition. Have

you heard of this or know a remedy? It’s driving me nuts.

This seems to be a fairly common problem with this au-
A a dio system. Unfortunately, it doesn’t look like an easy or

quick fix. You certainly could try completely disconnect-
ing the radio and repowering it to see if that resets the control
unit; although it might discharge the CD, the unit may still cycle
as if there is a CD trying to eject. At this point you will need to
send the unit out for repair or upgrade to an aftermarket unit.

My 2020 Hyundai Kona will display a “battery dis-

a charge” warning on the dash. I have taken the car to

the dealer on multiple occasions, and they can’t find

anything wrong. The car only has 4500 miles on it. [ didn’t ex-
pect these kinds of problems with a new car. What can I do?

A - charging. Typically, this will happen if you are sitting

in the car with the radio on (accessory or key-on) with

the engine not running. It is Hyundai’s method of warning the

driver that continuing to do this could cause the battery to go

dead. The other possible issue is the battery is not being fully re-

charged. This is possible since you have only driven 4500 miles

in a year. At this point I would want the battery to be slowly
recharged and then tested. At the same time the car should be

This warning will come on when the battery is dis-
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

checked for a parasitic drain. Some Kona models had an issue
with the rear hatch not fully closing which kept the courtesy
lights on.

My cargo van has a removable seat and I think my kids

m were playing in the van and put a handful on pennies in

the space where the seat locks to the floor. Now every

time I stop, I hear the pennies sliding. Since they are pennies,
I can’t use a magnet to get them out. Any idea how I can quiet

the noise?
A m squirting grease in the channel where the seat locks
in. The grease only worked until it got warm and start
to “melt” and then the noise came back, quieter but back. The
other issue is grease has an odor. If this were my vehicle, I
would first try fishing the pennies out with a wire attached to
something sticky. If that doesn’t work, I would try spraying the
area with expanding foam. The foam should glue the pennies in
place and stop the noise.

Q.
A.

Years ago, | saw a similar problem and it was fixed by

Are you familiar with the Shine Armor products? Do
they work as well as they claim, especially the scratch
remover?

I am not familiar with the Shine Armor line of prod-
ucts. When it comes to scratch remover, the test for a
scratch is if you can catch your fingernail on the paint,

you won’t make the scratch disappear. You may minimize its

NeOT1-C°E
Paying $200 to $600

for your Junk and Driving vehicles MORE for
Larger Dump & Heavy Equipment Vehicles!

RPM Enterprises

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!

ALL THE TIME
Cash Paid for Your Light & Heavy Scrap

office 1-959-444-3889

appearance, but the paint is damaged and can only be repaired
with touch-up paint. There are many spray-on detailing prod-
ucts. [ have tried a few and found most of the “hybrid ceramic”
sprays to be similar. Some will smell better, others have better
spray bottles but in my very unscientific testing the end result
appears about the same.

[ want to replace my old Nissan Frontier. What is your
= opinion of the latest Honda Ridgeline truck?
A a bact/midsized pickup truck sold today. The engine is

powerful and performs well. The cargo bed is useful,
and the lockable hidden trunk is very handy. The interior is
comfortable with plenty of room for four adults. My only cri-

tique is the lack of a radio tuning knob and I'm not wild about
the push button shifter.

The Honda Ridgeline is, in my opinion, the best com-

Pre COVID you came out to our senior center and did

m a talk about car care and it was quite informative. With

all the interest in electric cars these days could you do a

talk about hybrids and other electric vehicles? Perhaps you can

do the talk virtually from home?
" hybrids, plug-in hybrids and electric vehicles. Readers
if you would like to have me at your event virtually just
send me an email: jpaul@aaanortheast.com.

7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

— gﬁ‘ Oxford, MA 01540
. - i) _

Certainly. Virtual presentations are the new normal
these days and I would be happy to host a talk about

Ron Moscoffian

Appr. #9537
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SALES &
SERVICE

Inquire within r call for details.
Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 » 860-923-9100 * 860-923-2626

www.AmericanRentAll.com
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm « Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

* Fabrication of flat glass

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

« Certified technicians to your location
« Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
¢ Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles

* Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 - 508-949-1327
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

* In-shop service * Free mobile service

* Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

* Quality workmanship guaranteed

 Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
« Servicing customers for over 25 years

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net
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TPMS Sales & Service
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1 Horne Homestead Rd. (Rt. 20), Charlton, MA 01507
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BUY
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Bad Credit
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WE FINANCE
EVERYONE!
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Tales from beyond

The Spooner House in Plymouth

By Thomas D’Agostino

When visiting Plymouth, Mas-
sachusetts, one finds there is
so much to take in and so little
time. One suggestion would
be to stay the night and take
a few tours, especially a ghost
tour, for Plymouth has plenty
of spirits to visit in the dark
of night. One good example is
the Spooner House on North

Street. By day it is a museum
but by night, it comes alive
with those who once roamed
its chambers in a mortal
frame.

The Spooner House was
built in 1749 and stayed occu-
pied by five generations of the
family. When James Spooner
died in 1954, the house was

passed over to the Plymouth
Antiquarian Society where it
became a museum. It is still
furnished with Spooner fam-
ily heirlooms for all to see. It
is also furnished with at least
one busy little ghost. Abigail
Townesand was a little girl
when the Spooner family took
her in. Unfortunately, she

994 North Woodstock

Road, Southbridge, MA
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from T line |
www.morse-lumbercom |

Morse Lumber Co., lnc.

Building Materials and Supplies
K.D. Framing ® Pressure Treated Lumber & Ties ® Composite Decking

e Trusses & Engineered Lumbere Pine ® Cedar ® Plywood ® Roofing ® Siding
® \Windows ® Doors ® Insulation ® Mouldings ® Drywall e Ceilings
® Flooring ® Hardware ® Cements ® Split Rail Fencing ® Septic Pipe e Fabric
e Gutters ® Replacement windows
Sawmill Products: *Rough Sawn Dimension Lumber ® Boards ® Timbers
Industrial Lumber ® Wood Chips ® Grade Stakes ¢ Softwood and Hardwood

S08-764-323 1

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

* Buy ONLY what you need

* Cost Effective * No Waste
* Environmentally Friendly
*No job too small

e .

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

* Flexibility - according to your schedule
* Custom Mix / Pour on the job...no “Hot-Loads”
* Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
* No Minimum Quantity to purchase

Homeowners Contractors
* Patios » Gas Stations
* Steps » Road Work

* Fence Posts * Footings

* Decks * Curbing

* Retaining Walls * Sidewalks

* Pool Decks * Pre-Cast

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS

Custom-Concrete: Buy only the quantity you need.
NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

Sidewalk & curb repair - concrete finishing services available
Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

34 Providence Road, Sutton,

MA

-770-1200 - www.smallloadconcrete.com

died of an infection from an
abscessed tooth. She still re-
mains, either not knowing her
time has long past, or to play
with the visitors both day and
night.

One group on a lantern light
ghost tour encountered the
little girl when it came up to
them and touched one of the
women on the back of the
shoulder. The little girl in the
white robe said, “I have to go
now,” and melted away. The
group ranted about how the
special effects of the tour re-
ally had them fearful for a mo-
ment. That is when the guide
reluctantly told the crew he
does not have any little girl
running around in a robe at
10:30 p.m. trying to scare peo-
ple. Although it is a great idea,
it is not quite legal. A member
of another tour saw her stand-
ing by the corner of the house
before vanishing.

Workmen came to the
house to do restorations. The
door was locked so they be-
gan knocking. Moments later
a little girl let them in then
ran off into another room.
The workmen called the cura-
tor to let him know the door
was locked but a little girl let
them in. The curator stated in
astonishment that there is no
little girl in the house, as it is

a museum and always locked.
They then followed the direc-
tion of the little girl and were
taken aback at the fact that she
had entered a room where the
only exit was in their eyesight,
yet she was gone.

Lights appear in the upper
windows as if someone was
walking to and fro with a lan-
tern or candle. One night, a
woman sought to peek into
the house while the inside
shutters were ajar. The tour
guide kindly aimed a flash-
light through the crack. The
shutters flew wide open and
on the other side of the dark
room was the distinct face
of a woman staring back at
them. She then vanished in
the beam of light as the on-
lookers dispersed in fear.
The building had been well
secured and empty for the
night.

Larry, one of the guides,
had one experience with
the ghost while explaining
the house during a tour. As
he stood at the door of the
Spooner House in the alley,
there began a small knock-
ing sound from the other side
of the door. Once again, the
place had been secured for
the night.

A visit to Plymouth is a must.
It is classified as the birthplace
of America with the landing
of the Pilgrims in 1620. But it
is after hours when the spirits
begin their own pilgrimage.

Thomas D’Agostino and his
wife Arlene Nicholson are
seasoned paranormal investi-
gators, authors, and co-orga-
nizers of Paranormal United
Research Society. You can find
out more about them by visit-
ing www.tomdagostino.com.

Stran8e
BUT TRUE

*On May 19, 1996, Kermit the
Frog gave the commencement
speech at Southampton Col-
lege, Long Island University.
*TASER is actually an acro-
nym for Tom A. Swift’s Electric
Rifle. “Tom Swift” references
the book character who is not
just an inventor of amazing
gadgets, but a childhood favor-
ite of the Taser’s inventor, Jack
Cover.

*The average high-school
swimmer swims 1 million
strokes per season.
*Researchers found that male

DELIVERY AREAS
Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, Cherry Valley, Dudley,

East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North Brookfield,
North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge,
Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Connecticut: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock. !

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm I
Saturday 9:30-2pm

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Automatic Delivery
* Fuel Assistance Accepted

* Licensed In House Technicians
(NO subcontracting)

"« Burner Service

* Oil Tank Installations
(Free Estimates)

+SC OFF

. PER GALLON

OFOIL '
'OF 175 GALLONS
OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

NEW OFFICE LOCATION IN SOUTHBRIDGE | 34 NEWMAN AVE.

bottlenose dolphins in West-
ern Australia’s Shark Bay have
formed “boy bands” that har-
monize their mating calls to-
gether in order to better attract
females.

*While working as an extra
on the set of “The X-Files,”
singer Michael Bublé was fired
for stealing a hot dog from the
craft services table.

*The most common injury
caused by makeup is scratch-
ing the eye with a mascara
wand.

* A local folk remedy in Boho,
Ireland, involved placing soil
from the local church under
one’s pillow while sleeping to
cure infections. The nature of
the remedy proved more sci-
entific than divine when, in
2018, a microbiologist found
the soil contains a previously
unknown strain of streptomy-
ces, which can be used to cre-
ate antibiotics.

*Qut at sea, a tsunami is only
about 3 feet high, and could
pass a boat without being no-
ticed.

*With every bottle of
Laphroaig whisky, you're en-
titled to a lifetime lease on a
one-square-foot plot of land on
the Scottish island of Islay, as
part of Laphroaig’s loyalty pro-
gram “Friends of Laphroaig.”

* A green cat was born in Den-
mark in 1995. Some people be-
lieve that high levels of copper
in the water pipes nearby may
have given his fur a verdigris
effect.

*Edgar Rice Burroughs, cre-
ator of the iconic jungle man
Tarzan, worked as a pencil-
sharpener salesman before
trying his hand at fiction. He
only started writing at the age
of 36 to support his wife and
two kids.

*Boanthropy is a psychologi-
cal disorder in which patients
believe they are a cow.

*The infamous crocodile
jump by James Bond in “Live
and Let Die” was performed
with real crocs by the only
person willing to attempt it
- the owner of the crocodile
farm.

«In early 2015, Mattel released
Hello Barbie, an interactive
talking doll that didn’t just re-
peat preprogrammed phrases,
but could actually hold a two-
way conversation. The doll
raised major concerns over
privacy, however, since the
discussions between it and
child owners were recorded
and sent to third-party ven-
dors. Goodbye, Barbie!

*Like casinos, your local
shopping mall is intention-
ally designed to make you lose
track of time, with clocks and
windows removed to prevent
views of the outside world, in
a type of “scripted disorien-
tation” known as the Gruen
Transfer.

* The original recipe for choc-
olate contained chili powder
instead of sugar.

* As if it weren’t cool enough
that your DNA encodes the
entire blueprint for your body
using a set of just four char-
acters (amino acids), you can
treat the outside surface of cot-
ton fabric with concentrated
genetic material, as the DNA
is also flame retardant: Its mol-
ecules are similar to those in
other fireproofing substances.
Thought for the Day: “I'm a
great believer in luck, and I
find the harder I work, the
more | have of it.” - Thomas
Jefferson

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.



Dudley COA during the pandemic year

Throughout the pandemic, the
Dudley COA has been actively
working behind the scenes,
from zoom meetings, confer-
ence calls, webinar meetings,
all communications have
been quite frequent, crucial
and sometimes overwhelm-
ing. Senior outreach has never
been more important, as se-
niors were taking the brunt
of the COVID-19 in illnesses
and fatalities. Many remained
in lockdown for months on
end, giving rise to possible
emotional/mental health con-
cerns, as well as recognized
setbacks for those who have
dementia, Alzheimer’s, or oth-

er cognitive issues.

The COA is considered by
the State of Massachusetts
to be an essential service,
and we have remained active
and vigilant, throughout the
pandemic even though our
usual office setting had been
closed since March 2020. We
have been working with Tri
Valley Elders Inc. for Elder
Nutrition, emotional support,
and crisis support through-
out these many months. It's
been an ongoing challenge
for everyone in finding new
and creative ways to reach
to out our seniors, as many
aren’t online and many don’t

want to be. It has also been
challenging reaching out and
staying in contact with our
professional support systems,
our colleagues, who kept us
in focus of our direction in
helping seniors get through
this dark and unprecedented
time. It felt dark and ominous
to me at times too, but the se-
niors gave me hope, if they
could persevere so could I
Special thanks to MCOA and
The Office of Elder Affairs as
they have never lost sight or
waivered support in direction
of our community members,
our questions, concerns, so-
lutions, or even bright, work-

City Power Equipment

Sales, Service and Parts Since 1978

Rt. 20 Charlton City, MA

508-248-7464
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able ideas to share amongst
other COAs. Their clear focus
being always on our Massa-
chusetts Senior Population
and helping navigate the ever
changing foggy terrain, week
to week at the many meetings
we attended. MDPH and Gov.
Baker also kept us up to date
with regular meetings, about
virus transmission, masking,
social distancing, schools,
contact tracing, vaccine sign
ups and clinics. COAs were
always invited to leave ques-
tions we wanted answers to
before any meetings.
Margaret Bussiere,
Director Dudley COA

Includes:

*6-Hours observation

*30-Hours classroom instruction
*12-Behind the wheel lessons

¢ Driver’s Ed Certificate (RMV)
*2 Hour RMV required parent class

RBlext Driving .lcademv
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for virtual classes

Payment plans
available.
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7% eif
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We are conducting

virtual classes
Register today and safely start
your program from home.

30 East Main St., Webster, MA 01570
508-943-1155 » www.alertdrivingacademy.com
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Your Vehicle Is Worth More Now Than Ever Before!

Visit us online at lamoureuxford.com
Treat Yourself, It’s Time!
We Make it Easy!

366 E. Main Street,
Rte. 9, East Brookfield
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Sales deprtment is now open Mon-Thurs 8:30am-7pm ¢ Fri 8:30am-6pm ¢ Sat 8:30am-4pm
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Chief’s corner

Respect funeral processions on the roads

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department
One question I am fre-
quently asked, concerns
driver’s responsibilities
when happening upon a
funeral procession. I have
written about this subject
previously, however it is
always beneficial to remind
people of these activities.
Our officers escort many of
these events throughout the
course of a year and viola-
tions can occur on a regular
basis even then.

Drivers who are not part
of the funeral will quite
frequently ignore the rules
relative to these proces-

sions by “cutting” into or
across the procession. [ was
asked to clarify the laws and
etiquette drivers should ob-
serve at these times.
Funerals have the right of
way while traveling on the
roads. They are given spe-
cial privileges as well. Only
the first vehicle in line is
required to stop at a red sig-
nal or stop sign. The others
following are not required to
stop. Massachusetts Gener-
al Laws Chapter 272 Section
42 prohibits anyone from
willfully interrupting “by
driving fast or otherwise in
any way disturbing a funeral

assembly or procession.”
Punishments include fines
or a jail sentence of up to
one month.

Most funeral parlors pro-
vide some form of signage
for participants to advise fel-
low motorist of the proces-
sion. Vehicles can use their
headlights and/or hazard
lights to provide additional
warning. Drivers should
be observant of traffic and

period of extra observation
to understand what may be
happening. Drivers should
take the time to look for the
magnetic signs, high beam
headlights, hazard flashers,
etc. These processions can
be regular weekday occur-
rences in town. They are
generally short in duration.
Waiting for a few moments
is the lawful thing to do. It
is also a last token of respect

can be found at www.dud-
leyma.gov or by calling 508-
949-8036. Please continue
moving forward with the
“re-opening” of our state in
a reasonable manner. Your
cooperation is greatly ap-
preciated. This has been a
challenging year plus for
everyone. We, at the Dudley
Police Department, greatly
appreciate the support we
receive from our commu-

Thanks again for your
questions and comments.
Please send them to me at
the Dudley Police Depart-
ment 71 West Main St. Dud-
ley, Ma. 01571 or email at
swojnar@dudleypolice.com.
Opinions expressed in this
weekly column are those of
Chief Wojnar only and un-
less clearly noted, do not
reflect the ideas or opinions
of any other organization or

for the deceased individual
being brought to their final
resting place.
COVID vaccines

For those still seeking
vaccination information, it

pay special attention to the
possibility of a funeral pass-
ing by. This is of particular
concern when a driver hap-
pens upon the middle of a
procession. It may take a
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Dudley Conservation Land Trust
native bulb and pollinator sale

The Dudley Conservation Land Trust (DCLT) is offering native
and pollinator bulbs for sale. The sale will continue thru Sep-
tember or until supplies last. Orders will be available for pick-
up in time for fall planting. Proceeds will support and expand
DCLT’s land stewardship efforts to enhance visitor experiences
now and in the future.

Sanctuaries in Dudley and Oxford exceed 400 acres. DCLT is
dedicated to preserving and enhancing open space for our com-
munity to enjoy. We strive to provide the best possible habitat
for native plants and animals. We also provide visitor-friendly
trail experiences to educate and inspire the public about sur-
rounding natural beauty.

Our fall fundraiser sale will feature spring bulbs native to and
raised in the eastern US and friendly to native pollinators. These
include Spring Beauty, Trout Lily, Blood Root, Great WhiteTril-
lium, Red Trillium, Dutchman’s Breeches, Virginia Bluebells,
Crested Iris and Rue Anemone. For added spring cheer, we will
also include “Sweetness” Daffodil, a yellow single or jonquilla
early bloomer, also favored by our native pollinators. These
little beauties will naturalize over the years for a rich display
each spring.

In addition, DCLT plans to sponsor a free presentation in the
fall on native plants (including some from our bulb sale), open
to all. Stay tuned for the launch of our fall native and pollina-
tor-friendly bulb sale on our website: www.dudleyclt.org. So,
get your trowels ready, support the Dudley Conservation Land
Trust and plant away.

- Nancy Vajcovec, DCLT Clerk

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS
IN & OUT

NO JOB [S TOO SMALL

* FREE ESTIMATES * ITEMS ASSEMBLED

* GENERAL CARPENTRY < INTERIOR PAINTING
* DRY WALL REPAIR * SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
* RENOVATIONS *ETC.

MA# 155844 INSURED

CALL (508) 904-9728 DUDLEY, MA

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
(intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter
how impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving please
the Heart of God. Believer




The Last Green Valley is offering a

TerraCorps

The Last Green Valley, Inc.
(TLGV) has been selected by
TerraCorps, an AmeriCorps
affiliated environmental non-
profit, to be a Service Site for
the 2021-22 TerraCorps program
year. This partnership will allow
TLGV to host a Youth Educa-
tion Coordinator in a full-time,
11-month service position from
August 2021 to July 2022.

As part of TerraCorps, TLGV’s
Youth Education Coordinator
will spend their service term sup-
porting the local community by
developing partnerships, leading
programming and engaging with
volunteers. The coordinator will
collaborate with TLGV’s Board
of Directors and staff to create
new inclusive programming and
evolve current programming to
engage new audiences, such as
youth, young families and ra-
cially and economically diverse
communities.

As a TerraCorps Member, the
Youth Education Coordinator
will have the opportunity to gain
hands-on experience serving
with a local non-profit and will
receive professional develop-
ment, training and mentorship.
As part of TerraCorps, Members
will also receive a living allow-
ance, and will be eligible for
healthcare coverage, childcare
coverage, loan forbearance and
an education award through
AmeriCorps.

TerraCorps is currently ac-
cepting applications. If you are
interested in learning more
about how serving with Terra-
Corps will offer you professional
experience and opportunity in
the conservation sector by ser-
vice with The Last Green Valley,

yan)
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‘ Wire & Cable

please visit Terracorps.org. For
questions about serving with
TerraCorps, please contact Li-
anna Lee, Chief Program Officer
at llee@terracorps.org.

For additional information
about the opportunity to serve
with The Last Green Valley,
please visit Thelastgreenvalley.
org or contact Lois Bruinooge at

(AmeriCorps) position

860 774-3300 or lois@tlgv.org.

The Last Green Valley Nation-
al Heritage Corridor is the last
stretch of dark night sky in the
coastal sprawl between Boston
and Washington, D.C. The Last
Green Valley, Inc. works for you
in the National Heritage Corri-
dor. Together we can care for it,
enjoy it and pass it on.
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Love working with people?
*Work with individuals with diverse disabilities and cultures.
CLW has the perfect job for you - come join our great team!
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+ PCM Skills Trainer, F/T and P/T

* Youth Services Skills Trainer/Case Worker (TAP) P/T
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Interested or have questions?
Email Deb Olson at dolson@centerlw.org
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www.centerlw.org @ Voice: 508-798-0350

Toll Free: 800-570-4020 © TTY: 508-755-1003
VP: 508-762-1164 ® Fax: 508-797-4015

NOW HIRING

The Yankee Xpress « www.theyankeexpress.com *July 9, 2021 25

JEFF D. HELGERSON EXCAVATING, INC.

79 Bay Path Road, Charlton, MA 01507 « 508.248.7242 « Fax 508.248.4654
www.helgersonexcavating.com

** NOW HIRING **

Helgerson’s is taking applications for the following positions:

eClass A CDL Drivers

eClass B CDL Drivers *Laborer
Benefits Include:
*100% paid Medical Insurance premiums ¢STD & Life Insurance
*Simple IRA, with matched contribution ¢ Paid Time Off ¢ Paid Uniforms
* On-Call Incentive Pay ¢ Annual Bonus (based on Company performance)
Laborer must be 18. Pay is based on experience.
Visit our Website at WWW.helgersonexcavating.com
Interested applicants may direct questions and application requests to

Jessica Pinto-Boniface at 508.248.7242
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Hueson Corporation
134 Ferry Street
South Grafton, MA 01560

$1,500 Sign-on Bonus

If you enjoy learning by doing, finding ways to move forward, even in challenging situations, or
possess a keen desire to “see it through” to the end, please review our current employment
opportunities below along with some of our great company benefits.

Full-time positions available for:

e Spooling and Packaging

e Primary and Jacket Extrusion

Benefits:
e Aggressive Starting Pay
e 401(k) Match
BC/BS Health & Vision Insurance
Company-paid Life Insurance
Tuition Assistance
Referral Bonus

Learn more by visiting www.huesonwire.com emailing careers@huesonwire.com or
calling the office at 508-234-6372
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Tips on financial planning

Don’t let investments go on vacation

Dennis Antonopoulos
Now that we've gained at
least some space from the
COVID-19 pandemic, summer
travel is heating up. But while
you might be eager to hit the
road, you won’t want your in-
vestments to take a vacation -
you need them to work hard
for you consistently. But how
can you make this happen?

Here are some ideas:
*Know your destination. “If

you don’t know where you
want to go, then it doesn’t
matter which path you take.”
This bit of wisdom, para-
phrased from the classic chil-
dren’s book, Alice’s Adven-
tures in Wonderland, may be
appropriate for, say, hikers
exploring a new landscape.
But as an investor, it matters
a great deal which path you
take. If you only dabble in in-
vesting, occasionally putting
some money into one invest-
ment or another, it will be
difficult to build a portfolio
that’s consistently working
in your best interest. It’s im-
portant to create a long-term
investment strategy based
on where you want to go in
life - that is, how long you
plan to work, what sort of

retirement lifestyle you envi-
sion, and so on.

*Match goals with invest-
ments. Some investments are
designed to achieve certain
goals. To illustrate: When you
contribute to an IRA and a
401(k) or similar employer-
sponsored plan, you're invest-
ing for one specific, long-term
goal: a comfortable retire-
ment. While you can tap into
these accounts for other pur-
poses - though doing so might
incur immediate taxes and
penalties - they are designed
to provide you with income
during your retirement years.
Similarly, you may have other
investments for other purpos-
es, such as a 529 education
savings plan. Here’s the key
point: Goals-based investing,

by its nature, can help ensure
your portfolio is always work-
ing on your behalf, in the way
you intended.

e Invest for growth. Ideally,
hard work produces results,
and one of the main results
you want from your invest-
ments is growth - that is, you
want your investments to ap-
preciate in value so they can
eventually help you meet your
goals. But if you are overcon-
centrated in vehicles such as
certificates of deposit (CDs)
and government securities,
you may end up lowering your
growth potential. That’s not to
say that CDs and Treasury
bills are in some sense “lazy.”
They can provide you with in-
come and help you reduce the
impact of market volatility on

your portfolio. But to achieve
most of your goals, you'll
need a reasonable number of
growth-oriented investments
working for you, with the ex-
act percentage based on your
needs and life stages.

* Check your progress. How
else can you ensure your
investments aren’t just tak-
ing it easy? By checking up
on them. If you follow a buy-
and-hold strategy, your port-
folio shouldn’t require many
changes if it already reflects
your goals, risk tolerance and
time horizon. Too much buy-
ing and selling could jeop-
ardize your ability to follow
a consistent, long-term strat-
egy. However, “buy and hold”
doesn’t mean “buy and for-

get.” By reviewing your port-
folio at least once a year, you
can determine if your invest-
ments are performing as they
should. If they’re not working
for you as you’d like, you may
need to make some changes.

If you're traveling this sum-
mer, relax and enjoy yourself
- but keep those investments
working hard.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Aduvisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel:
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.
Edward Jones Member SIPC
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MARK SARKISIAN, JR.

markjr@capitolsiding.com 1
www.capitolsiding.com L

H*i70, CAPITOL SIDING &

BI@I&@E IMIPROVIEMIENT
COMIP.

Custom Exteriors * Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows
Roofing * Seamless Gutters

s INGC,

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981
Fax (508) 832-0464
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“Better than the rest” -

CLEAN OUTS

DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

WE DO EVERYTHING!
VERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!
! Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage

Carpets / Floors / Upholstery
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

DOUGLAS
MASS.

. econnorll7@gmail.com

) 207.779.7142

MA HIC #111318

John the Roofer Co.

% W W 70 Years Strong! % % %

Shingles ~ Rubber ~ Metal
Vinyl Siding ~ Replacement Windows

“Hire the Best Because you Live Under That Roof!”

866-906-ROOF (7663)

www.johntheroofer.com

MA CSL #97139

PRE-OWNED AUTOS Since 1965

WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE
CAR - TRUCK - SUV
AT THE BEST PRICE!!

2010 - 2019 MODELS

Perna’s

772 Southbridge St., Rt. 12, Auburn, MA 01501
www.PerroAuto.com

ASK FOR JOHN or
MICHAEL

508-641-8195
508-641-8197

290 Providence Rd:
S. Grafton, MA

Kris Sutton
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rl"1 .

STRE'ET CAR
SOLUTIONS

StreetCa

rSolutions.com

508-8359-7071

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers, Tractor Service, Tune-Ups &
Repairs Pickup & Delivery, Lawnmower Repair

492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

508-987-2775

TEACHERS NEEDED

Use your skills to help families solve

their financial problems!
You can start part-time and set your own hours.
Earn what you're worth!
Call Victoria Julian-Hughes at Primerica office:

508-987-2800 cell: 401-787-6488
@ PRIMERICA

GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES * SERVICE *

Seroing: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON,
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER,

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

www.SochiasQOil.com

INSTALLATION

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

STUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal
LOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Pool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

* Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
* Manufacture & Repair All Canvas Products

Economy/Canvas'& Awning Co¥

‘

$ ﬁuck 7}'m/er Repmr

508-216-9924

508-765-5921

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

www:-EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com



Mark Marzeotti

Eighty nine percent of sell-
ers list their home with a real
estate agent. The sellers sur-
veyed listed trustworthiness,
responsiveness, local market
knowledge, a good reputation
in the community, and a strong
sales track record as the most
important attributes in a top-
notch agent.

A great real estate agent
can make a huge difference in
many aspects of your selling
experience, from your stress
level to your profits. I want
to share the many benefits of
selling with a local agent, and
share with you what it will cost
you.

What is the standard commis-
sion for a real estate agent?

Real estate agents work on
a commission basis, making a
percentage of the sale or pur-
chase price of the home their
client is buying or selling. Typi-
cally, as a seller, you'll pay 6
percent of the sale price, with
half of the total serving as the
buyer’s agent’s commission.

Keep in mind that the com-
mission may be negotiable up
front, depending on local market
factors or your own situation.
For example, if you're going to
be using the same agent to help
you sell your house and also to

buy your new home, you may
be able to negotiate a lower rate
since they’ll be getting two com-
missions.

What is the difference between
a listing agent and a buyers
agent?

The listing agent, also known
as a sellers agent, works for the
seller to help them sell their
house, from listing to closing.
The buyers agent works for the
buyer, guiding them through
the process of finding a home
they love, into negotiations,
and all the way through clos-
ing.

Benefits of using a listing agent

You might ask yourself,
“Why use a real estate agent
to sell my home?” There are a
number of services and plenty
of expertise a real estate agent
can provide, so it's important
for each seller to take a look at
the list of benefits and decide if
an agent is worth the expense.
1. Real estate agents provide lo-
cal housing market expertise:

* We have access to a com-
prehensive list of comparable
homes and understand the
value of homes in your area.

* Taking into consideration the
current market conditions, we
can strategize ways to craft the
optimal selling approach, with
the goal of earning the highest
possible return on your home.
* We can guide you to setting
the right price for your home,
one that will allow you to both
pocket as much money as you
can while selling in a timely
manner.

* We understand local hous-

& Diane Luong

-3
774-239-2937

CBR, SRES, MBA

JoAnn Szymczak Reviewing your Situation

Together, Ve 're
Working For You!

ing codes and can point out
any red flags on your property
that buyers (and their home in-
spectors) will find.

* We can recommend the spe-
cific home improvements that
matter most to buyers in your
area.

2. Real estate agents market
your listing:

* We can provide recommen-
dations for staging your home.
* We can hire a professional
photographer to take great
listing photos including drone
pictures. Common practice for
Marzeotti group.

¢ Creating an enticing listing
description of a property is an
art form, and a skilled agent
can call out features local buy-
ers are looking for.

* We list your property on
the MLS and online real estate
sites like Zillow. In fact, agents
have access to many more list-
ing outlets than sellers who are
listing on their own.

* We host open houses and
showings, physically showing
your home to buyers.

* We serve as a buffer be-
tween you and all potential
buyers, fielding calls, answer-
ing questions, and scheduling
showings.

3. Real estate agents network
with other agents to increase
buyer interest:

* We may show your home
to an agent-only crowd to in-
crease buzz and spread the
word.

* We talk to other agents about
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Why use a real estate agent to sell your home?

your home, positioning it as a
match for their buyers.

* Homes sold by agents are
typically more appealing to
buyers agents, as they know
they’ll get a commission on
the sale.

4. Real estate agents handle
your negotiations:

* We vet all potential buyers,
identifying the serious offers.

* We skillfully work with the
buyer’s agent to get you an offer
that meets your needs in terms
of price, timing, and repairs.

¢ We help you make smart de-
cisions on negotiating counter-
offers.

5. Real estate agents ease the

selling process:
¢ Selling a home comes with a
lot of paperwork, and your real
estate agent will handle it all.
* Professional real estate
agents keep an eye out for
deal loopholes and unusual
requests, and read all the fine
print.
* In a multiple-offer situation,
they’ll help you identify the
pros and cons of each offer,
making your decision easier.
* We’ll recommend when you
should counteroffer and when
you should accept the deal.
How do I hire a real estate
agent?

There are lots of ways to find

a great local real estate agent.
A great way is to ask friends
and family members for re-
ferrals and searching online.
Sometimes it is clear who you
should choose based on local
newspapers and other adver-
tising media.

You’ll also want to pay
attention to the duration
of your agent’s contract. If
you’re working with an agent
you haven’t worked with
before, you may want to go
with a short contract term,
so that if your house doesn’t
sell quickly, you can pivot to
an agent who better fits your
needs.

PLYWO(

Kitchen Des:gn . Kitchen Cabinets - Pine Maldmg - Doors
Windows « Hardwood Floors - Custom Orders - Hardware

Family Owined and Operated

1 Mentlai Dealer in Worcestoer County

Builders Premium Supplicr

e
P

Lake Realty

DD PLUS

-ﬂit. PLUS (& 40 ntuck more...

Free Kitchen Design
Delivery Available

Personalized Cuslomer Care
600 Park Ave, Worcester - 508.531.9900 - www.plywoodplus.com 1

THERMA ETRU

aureen 0'Connor
REALTOR® SRES, CMRS Re/Max Acclaim

RE/MAX

TWO-FAMILY
FOR SALE

GRI, SRES, CBR  Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in

29 Brandon Rd.,
774-230-5044

Maureen Cimoch Each Offce

the Senior Housing Market. 4 Dudley
There may come a time when you Real Estate Consultant Independently Owned $325,000
consider selling and moving on— and Operated ,

Cell 508.769.9211

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

e B consulaton 351 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 » 508-832-6888

maureen@oconnorrealtor com

ElEs 508-981-4902

Advantage [

SMARTenl

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us!

“I look forward to
serving you in all of your
real estate ventures!”

Sandi Grzyb

has joined

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty!
* Buying
*Selling
¢ Investing

CONTACT INFO:
774-230-3500 | 508-943-6960
Text Sandi @ 85377
sandigrzyb@aol.com

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty - 435 Shrewsbury St., Worcester, MA 01604

2 RE/MAX
v

Maribeth Marzeotti

25 Union Street, 4th floor
Worcester, MA 01604
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WELCOME!
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Haribeth 508-864-8163

MEMarzeottid@gmall.com
www.MarzeottiBroup.com
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SITE WORK FULLY ASSEMBLED FREE

FOUNDATION & EXCAVATION SKILLED CRAFTSMEN & ON-SITE SITE VISIT & ESTIMATE
INCLUDED CONSTRUCTION INCLUDED INCLUDED
On ' On 2 e
Display & Display ’ \ i r =

IHI N 2 CONTAINER & RUBBISH SERVICE

42,000 S
19 & 20 Yaro Dumpster Rentats Deveren & Picxen Up
AMBREL s
ATTIC TRUSS Starting at °55,500 i CARRIAGE STYLE Starting at*62, 500 G Starting at 363,500

24’ x 24’ | 10’ x 24' LOFT 47x 28" | 10’ x 28’ LOFT 24’ x 24’ | 20’ x 24’ LOFT

' y
Etemton Backdiwith rsting metora COME VISIT NEW ENGLAND’S LARGEST

rmaion- vstwaiwinoows  DISPLAY OF GARAGES, MODULAR HOMES,
* bulldin ans
g ADDITIONS AND IN-LAW APARTMENTS

* 4” Wire mesh reinforced concrete floor
+25 consiruct By | DON'T DELAY CALL TODAY!
* Plywood Roof, 0SB wall sheathing

S Ervvges mosls 8

e

"BEN'S B

CONTAINER &8 RUBBISH

+ Double Hung window (S) WE WILL OBTAIN ALL PERMITTING AND ENGINEERING, | v e SEFVICE
* Two (2) 9'w x 7’h overhead garage doors IN-HOUSE DESIGNING. WE DO IT ALL' 503"“&'1500
* Vinyl siding X ) Local production plant b S
+ 30 year Architectural roof shingles Q}\_ CON T"?-q bassz%;% %ﬁéﬁaim\ 5 . sall 5“8 416 15““
CUSTOMIZE WITH s;;g s [
YOUR OWN PLANS! & 15yard up to 2 ton $375 - 7 day rental
“EVERYONE 20 yard up to 3 ton $475 - 7 day rental
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED @) o ’(\5’%@56’2,, 14 West Street Douglas, MA 01516
Open 7 days a week! ?p ¢,,~ -ROBERT T.| www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

Additional charges

www.ghiavis.com 4”?50 anS® A 8
“ ) Spo#z0to0tas Callifor’alFree @@j@ﬁ@ﬂ i B N’ S

. 3 ton limit.
Main Dffice

Our Model Home Display Surcharges may also & Container
) ly for hazard
D I 508-4 7 6-1 500 138 Main St. Douglas, MA 01516 (RSl 508-476-1
s I\ Mon.-Fri. 10 am-5pm

Open 7 days 10 am-4pm

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS g

* Crown Boilers
* Williamson Furnaces A 3 YEAR PARTS s
¢ Qil Tank Installs AND LABOR WARRANTY, " .

AS WELL AS THE
MANUFACTURERS ‘)
WARRANTY .

e 1|I‘|hﬂ jur_”F ;

Don’'t spend
another summer
sweating!

Choose Morrissette & Son
as your installer, and receive:

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts &
Compressor Warranty for 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years
compressor)

-Financing through the MassSave
Heatloan
- Rebates through MassSave,

with processing on your behalf

Sell Biofuel! | S
-Extended Labor Warranty Available

Central air conditioning Which will help prevent
and ductless mini splits  |ess system breakdowns. i
e ! |
-Highly trained technicians with
In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We Installation & Service

provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning. -Maintenance Contracts Available

N\, - Heeping Yo Warm & Comfortable

. 508.434.1335

‘ MITSUBISHI

. . & ELECTRIC DIAMOND" i
A Full Service Oil Company | | ‘wcommcommome  SONTRACTOR /%% Electrical Contractors,

24-Hour Emergency Service ELECTRICAL - HVAC - GENERATORS
508-476-9879

WWW.LMTOIL.COM - WE DO ONLINE ORDERING Biiamt et faeetvtca L cioie




