
Franklin Cultural Festival Sept. 12th, 
Celebrates Community Unity

By J.D. O’Gara

The Franklin Cultural Council 
will host the Franklin Cultural Fes-
tival on Sunday, September 12th, 
2021, on the Franklin Town Com-
mon. This festive, community event, 
which will take place from 12-6 
p.m. rain or shine, will celebrate
food, music, dance, art and fun for
people of  all ages. Highlights of  the
event will include musical and dance
performances, food trucks, artisan
craft vendors, and a 21+ beer gar-
den showcasing our local brewery
and winery. The theme of  the 2021
festival is “Community Unity.” Given
the hardships of  the past year and a
half, the Franklin Cultural Council is
proud to be able to offer the festival
for free to our community. No tickets
will be needed to attend.

“This is our gift to the commu-
nity after a very difficult year,” says 
Kaye Kelly, of  all-volunteer Franklin 
Cultural Council. “We were careful 
to save money from programs that 
got cancelled. We stockpiled, and 
especially for this year, the festival is 

free, although we’re hoping people 
support our artisan vendors.” Kelly 
explains all the booths will feature 
items that are handmade.

“We want to support artists. We 
understand financially that they’ve 
had such a difficult time during the 
pandemic, and that this is the way 
they put food on their tables, so our 
goal is ultimately to support highly 
skilled artisans that do this for a liv-
ing,” says Kelly. “There will be paint-
ings, textiles, accessories, gourmet 
foods also – the umbrella of  ‘artisan’ 
is very big here, but everything does 
need to be handmade.” 

Kelly says the Cultural Council 
hopes to make this this an annual 
event. “Five years from now, we 
hope to attract amazing artisans 
and musicians.”

CULTURAL
continued on page 4 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Announces Friends 
of the Poor Walk 
Saturday Sept. 25, 2021, 9:00 
a.m. - Noon

Mark your calendars
to help your neighbors 
in need on Saturday, 
September 25, 2021, 
and take part in the St. 
Mary’s Church St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society’s 
Friends of  the Poor Walk, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

While prior years had 
walkers doing a mapped-
out route through town 
streets, says Nancy 
Schoen, last year, due to 
Covid, the walk was vir-
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The Eguie Castillo and the Mar del 
Norte Salsa Orchestra band will 
headline the Franklin Cultural Festival 
on September 12th on the main stage 
at Franklin Town Common at 4:30 
p.m., with great acts, including salsa 
lessons, leading up to the event.

The annual Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul Friends of the Poor Walk 
will take place on September 
25th, from 9 a.m. – noon, at the 
Franklin Town Common. Learn 
more at www.fopwalk.org/
event/2617 Photo used courtesy of 
St. Mary’s SvDP Society
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tual and a bit more casual, with 
some SvDP members walking 
around the Town Common. 
This year, the group has decided 
to keep the walk around the 
Franklin Common for a more 
visibility within the Franklin 
community. Walkers can walk 
one mile or three miles, with one 
time around the common a third 
of  a mile. 

“This is our only formal fund-
raiser,” says Schoen. “People are 
encouraged to donate, and often 
they will (donate) in memory or 
in honor of  someone. One hun-
dred percent of  the money raised 
goes back into helping anyone in 
the Franklin community who is 
in need. The St. Vincent de Paul 
Society is thankful to all who 
have so generously donated in 
the past.”

Each year, the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society (SVdP) of  St. Mary’s 
Church walks to bring awareness 
to the Franklin Community of  
the struggles some residents ex-
perience that impact their daily 
lives. For thirty years, SVdP has 
been helping people in need in 
regardless of  race, religious be-
liefs or ethnic background. The 

SVdP members work closely with 
many charitable and government 
organizations in Franklin. 

The SVdP members are all 
volunteers. Members assist peo-
ple in a number of  ways to help 
them retain their dignity and to 
help them to become self-sus-
taining. Some ways in which the 
SVdP society assists those in need 
include: 

• Guide them to other resources, 
both state and charitable 

• Provide clothing and furni-
ture through our SVDP Thrift 
Stores 

• Supply non-perishable food 
and paper products from our 
pantry to supplement other 
food resources 

• Assist financially during an un-
expected crisis helping to pay 
rent, medical, car repairs etc. 

Last year St. Mary’s SVdP 
Society helped Franklin Families 
345 times for $59,319.

Schoen says that rent and 
food are “probably our two big-
gest areas of  need, and then 
after that it’s clothing, furni-
ture, medical and car repairs.” 
The people helped, she says, 
are really “across the board. We 
work with some younger single 
people, many elderly on fixed 
incomes, and we work with a 
lot of  families who have limited 
resources. During the pandemic, 
we saw all kinds of  situations. I 
think the eviction legislation 

was helpful to many, and I’m 
concerned at what we’re going 
to see when that’s completely 
lifted.” 

SVdP volunteers use team-
work to answer local need. 
“Two to three people four days 
a week will answer the calls,” 
says Schoen. “During the pan-
demic, one person would go get 
the phone and bring it to their 
house, and we’d call neigh-
bors back together on speaker 
phone. The bag of  food we’d 
leave on the curb or on the 
steps. We’re still pretty much 
doing that, although we will 
meet with neighbors in need at 
the church, socially-distanced.” 
Schoen credits SVdP President 
Jim Baillio with implementing 
some practices during Covid 
“that allowed us to consistently 
help neighbors in need in our 
community.”

During the pandemic, the 
members of  the SVdP Society 
in Franklin met through Zoom. 
The group has begun meeting in 
person, but retains a Zoom op-
tion, on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of  the month, at 7 
p.m., in Sacred Heart Hall in the 
basement of  St. Mary’s Church.

Schoen says the SVdP So-
ciety in Franklin works closely 

with other local helping orga-
nizations. “We guide them to 
other resources in the commu-
nity, including the Franklin Food 
Pantry and the Senior Center. 
We turn to each other – when 
we don’t have something and 
somebody else has, we can direct 
them toward that.” The society 
has a resource list it shares with 
the Franklin Food Pantry, and 
Schoen says the Franklin Food 
Pantry’s new mobile food unit 
was something that out of  their 
communication. 

If  you would like to support 
SVdP’s mission of  helping resi-
dents of  Franklin in need, you 
may make a financial donation 
in one of  two ways. 

1. Send a check to: SVDP 1 
Church Square Franklin, 
MA 02038 Or 

2. Online to the SVDP team at: 
https://www.fopwalk.org/

event/2617 (The event will be 
up online through the end of  
September.)

If  you have any questions, 
please call SVDP at (508) 918-
2291. All donations stay in 
Franklin and all information is 
kept confidential. 

Last year, St. Mary’s Society of St. Vincent de Paul answered 345 calls 
for help from local neighbors in need, to the tune of about $59K.  
Photo used courtesy of St. Mary’s SvDP Society

WALK
continued from page 1
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Senior Year of High School, College Prep Explained
By avery Chalk

The complicated world of  
college admissions is confusing 
to understand, and harder still 
to navigate. For those in search 
of  higher education, the number 
of  steps involved with applying 
to a school seems thoroughly 
daunting. Research, tours, es-
says, and more plague the minds 
of  countless high school seniors 
as they attempt to make a deci-
sion that will impact the next few 
years of  their lives. As their final 
high school year looms, here’s a 
guide as to where current seniors 
should be in their college journey.

Comprehensive school re-
search is one of  many key aspects 
that set the stage for the rest of  
the process. Iris Godes, Dean of  
Admissions at Dean College, em-
phasizes the importance of  col-
lege visits - especially within the 
early months of  the school year. 

“By the start of  school, seniors 
should be narrowing down the 
colleges they plan to apply to,” 
Godes explains. “If  they haven’t 
visited colleges they are inter-
ested in yet, they should also be 

making plans to visit in the fall if  
they can… Visiting a college is 
the best way to be sure it is the 
right fit for you.”

Covid-19 doesn’t have to 
deter this crucial aspect of  the 
process. Seniors can find tour 
information on admissions web 
pages within the school of  their 
choice, as both in-person and 
virtual options have become 
increasingly available. College 
visits are unique in allowing a 
realistic look into campus life, so 
students should be sure to go into 
open houses with an open mind 
and an observant eye.

Deadlines are another essen-
tial element to consider, yet they 
are often painfully overlooked. 
Students can apply to colleges as 
Early Decision (a binding choice 
toward one’s top school), Early 
Action (sooner application and 
notice than normal), or Regu-
lar Admission. Seniors should 
decide early which option they 
want to choose in order to cor-
rectly follow that route through-
out the duration of  the process.

“Check each college’s web 
site to find deadlines for admis-

sions and for financial aid … 
the FAFSA and CSS PROFILE 
(financial aid applications) will 
open on October 1st,” Godes 
notes. “I always recommend that 
students apply for financial aid 
early, so they maximize their eli-
gibility for financial assistance.” 
Before application submissions, 
students can complete financial 
aid applications and request let-
ters of  recommendation in order 
to provide sufficient time for de-
tailed writing from teachers and/
or counselors.

The notorious college essay 
is the final application element 
that seniors should act on by the 
fall. Students can brainstorm and 
choose topics before school starts, 
as conceptualizing such a mean-
ingful piece of  writing becomes 
more difficult with the business 
of  daily academic life. Essays 
should truly embody who stu-
dents are, so seniors should take 
time to brainstorm and draft de-
liberately. 

“First and foremost, you want 
to write about something that is 
meaningful to you. Colleges are 
looking to learn more about you 

as a person,” Godes explains. 
“You want to focus on things that 
are not already in your applica-
tion unless it’s something like an 
activity that you want to expand 
upon.”

The Common App is yet an-
other resource that should be 
fully utilized. It provides various 
essay prompts, but most colleges 
offer true freedom for students to 
draft about whatever they desire. 
Godes advises students to, “Tell a 
story, use anecdotes, [and] focus 
on one thing (not your whole life) 
– something that is meaningful 
to you.” Experiences, challenges, 
and even arbitrary musings are 
all fair game. “You want to write 

about yourself, not something 
that you just think will impress 
the college.”

If  still feeling lost, seniors can 
always talk to family members 
and mentors for advice, as the 
essay provides a chance for col-
leges to get to know a student as 
a person beyond any transcript 
or figure. Grammar checks and 
proofreading are also not to be 
neglected.

By the fall of  their senior 
season, taking these steps allows 
students to put their best foot 
forward in the college world. 
Students should start the process 
early in order to enjoy a less-
stressed final high school year. 

 Gary - 508-528-7245
 Jim - 508-294-1130

FRANKLIN  
BATH & TILING

Complete Bathroom  
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES



Page 4   Franklin Local Town Pages  |  www.franklintownnews.com  September 2021

Published Monthly
Mailed FREE to the

Community of  Franklin
Circulation: 13,164  

households & businesses

Publisher
Chuck Tashjian

Editor
J.D. O’Gara

Send Editorial to:
editor@franklintownnews.com

Advertising Director
Kathy Benoit

Advertising Sales Manager
Jen Schofield
508-570-6544

jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Multi Media Sales Consultant
Jeremy Wardwell

413-204-5296
jeremywardwell@localtownpages.com

Creative Design & Layout
Michelle McSherry

Kim Vasseur

Ad Deadline is the 
15th of  each month.

Localtownpages assumes
no financial liability for errors 

or omissions in printed 
advertising and reserves the 

right to reject/edit advertising 
or editorial submissions.

© Copyright 2021 LocalTownPages

localtownpages

Service and Repairs available on site. 
If you break it, we can fix it!

256 East Central St., Franklin, MA 02038
 508-530-3540 • Createsomefun.net • Createsomefun.store

Remote controlled vehicles
Electric bikes & scooters

Gaming accessories
3D printing services is seeking to fill:

(4) Landscape Crew Members
$16-$25/hr - Full Time 

(Rate Depends on Experience)
2+ years and Drivers License Required. 

Must be hardworking, motivated, honest and reliable.  
Able to work 50+ hours, US Work Authorization required.

To apply Please call Wayne: 508-533-1500
or Send resume to: wayne@wpodzkalandscape.com

We offer Paid Holidays. Paid vacation after a year. 
Potential benefits for the right candidate. 

Bonus given to employees who excel.

Needham
781-449-1501

Medway
508-553-1500

wpodzkalandscape.com

The main stage headline of  
the event will be the Grammy-
winning percussionist, Eguie 
Castillo and the Mar del Norte 
Salsa Orchestra at 4:30 p.m. Im-
mediately prior to the salsa band, 
salsa instructors from the Rhode 
Island Latin Dance School will 
provide a half  hour of  instruc-
tion (4-4:30 p.m.), great for those 
who want to move to the music. 
Leading up to the salsa instruc-
tion will be well-known musical 
performer, the Pamela Means 
Project, from 2:45-3:45 p.m.

“She’s a well-known, national 
touring artist who has performed 
at the Circle of  Friends Coffee-
house,” says Kelly, pointing out 
that the local coffeehouse pres-
ents premier talent.

Worked into the day will 
be a showcase of  colorful Sari 
fashions, a performance by the 
Franklin School for the Perform-
ing Arts, and possibly a perfor-
mance by an Israeli folk dance 
group (although this was not yet 
confirmed at press time).

The beer garden will be in the 
Hayward Manor area, says Kelly, 
and will feature La Cantina and 
67 Brewery. Those aged 21+ will 
be able to enter this area with 
wristbands. 

The event will also feature sev-
eral food trucks, and organizers 
have spaced out vendor booths 
and organized hand sanitizer 
stations and plan to encourage 
masks in order to keep attendees 
safe.

“This is a gift,” says Kelly. 
“We’re trying to bring the com-
munity together in a positive way, 
to strengthen the community in 
a difficult time. I think arts and 
culture are a good way to make 
positive change in the world.”

Local businesses and individu-
als are invited to be Community 
Unity Sponsors, notes Kelly. 
Community Unity Sponsors, for 
a donation of  $50 apiece, will be 
celebrated with a flower sculp-
ture garden installed at the event. 
Each flower will sport a sign (all 
signs, t-shirts, lanyards, banners 
and other artwork is being gen-
erously donated by Allegra Print-
ing) naming various sponsors. “It 
will be a visual representation, an 
artistic representation” of  sup-

porters, says Kelly.  
Proceeds from this event (from 

artisan vendor fees) will benefit 
the missions of  the Franklin Cul-
tural Council. For updates, visit 
https://www.franklinma.gov/
cultural-council or find Franklin 
Cultural Council on Facebook.

For more information, please 
reach out to Kaye Kelly, FCC 
Chair at franklinculturalcoun-
cil02038@gmail.com .

All sponsorships are tax de-

ductible. Checks may be ad-
dressed to the “Franklin Cultural 
Council” and sent to 355 East 
Central Street, Franklin, MA 
02038. 

About the Franklin Cultural 
Council:

The Franklin Cultural Coun-
cil (FCC) is an all-volunteer arm 
of  the Town of  Franklin with 
a mission to encourage par-

ticipation and enhance cultural 
arts and sciences opportunities 
throughout the Franklin com-
munity. 

We:
• support events and programs 

through grants from the Town 
of  Franklin and the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council.

• provide opportunities to advo-
cate for the arts.

• provide training to local arts 
and cultural non-profits in the 
areas of  fundraising, market-
ing, social media, grant writing, 
advocating, and volunteerism.

• provide/facilitate opportunities 
to network with like-minded in-
dividuals and organizations.

• oversee ArtWeek Franklin.

• support the Franklin Cultural 
District by attracting artists and 
cultural enterprises; promoting 
the district as a tourist destina-
tion; preserving and utilizing 
historic buildings and spaces; 
and fostering local cultural de-
velopment

Musical act Pamela Means Project will perform at 2:30 p.m. Photo by 
Julian Parker-Burns

CULTURAL
continued from page 1
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** Become a “COMMUNITY UNITY” sponsor this week! ** 
 
The Franklin Cultural Council will host the Franklin Cultural Festival on 
Sunday, September 12th, 2021, on the Franklin Town Common from 12-6pm. This 
festive, community event will highlight diversity and bring together a broad 
audience of local and regional residents to sample food from area food trucks 
and craft beer and wine, while enjoying musical and dance performances, as well 
as an artisan craft show. The theme of the 2021 festival is “Community Unity”. 
Given the hardships of the past year and a half, the Franklin Cultural Council is 
proud to be able to offer the festival for free to our community. No tickets will be 
needed to attend! 
 
Please consider showing your belief in strong communities and support of the 
arts by purchasing a metal flower for our “Community Unity Garden”, displayed 
prominently on the Town Common during the festival! 
 
Flowers start at $50 and community members are encouraged to buy one or a few 
for a bouquet. Your family name, your company name or “in memory of” will be 
printed on a small yard sign next to your flower. All flower sponsorships will go 
directly to the 2021 festival funds.  
 
Checks can be written to: Franklin Cultural Council and sent to 355 East Central 
Street, Franklin, MA 02038. Kindly write “Community Unity Sponsor” in the 
subject line. Please send along a message telling us what you’d like your sponsor 
sign to say (i.e. “Allegra Printing”, “The Hardt Family”, “In memory of Nana 
Smith”). 
 

 
		

Dean College Children’s Center 
Currently Enrolling for Fall 2021

 The Dean College Children’s 
Center, a childcare program that 
has served families in Franklin 
and surrounding communities for 
generations, is currently enrolling 
for our Fall 2021 reopening.

Applications are being ac-
cepted for 5-day morning, 2-day 
morning, and 3-day morning 
preschool programs. We are 
also very excited to offer a 5-day 
afternoon transitional kinder-
garten program or a full- day 
option (8:30 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.) for 
4-6-year-olds who will be mov-
ing into a kindergarten program 
the following year. Enrollment is 
ongoing; there is no deadline to 
enroll your child in our program.

Innovative and progressive, 
the school is NAEYC-accredited 
and well-known in the commu-
nity for an inspiring preschool 
experience. The Children’s Cen-
ter is a lab school for Early Child-
hood Education majors at Dean 
College, with teachers-in-training 
alongside credentialed teachers. 
The center offers a professional 
and caring environment for chil-
dren to learn through explora-

tion, and uses a developmental 
approach to education which 
reflects current research in child 
development and peer conflict 
resolution.

The Dean College Children’s 
Center is located at 144 School 
Street in Franklin, MA. For more 
information, visit www.dean.
edu/childrenscenter or call (508) 
541-1598 to schedule a tour.
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Vegan Eating on the Rise Close to Home
By avery Chalk

It’s no secret that environ-
mentally-friendly diets have risen 
in popularity. Foods such as tofu 
and oat milk have quickly re-
placed their more traditional 
counterparts in the shelves of  
many, implementing greener 
short-term eating habits. But, 
their trendy nature leaves people 
wondering what their benefits 
are. Is the vegan-eating regime 
in Franklin here to stay?

According to a study con-
ducted by The Guardian, plant-
based food sales have more than 
doubled by August of  2020 - and 
they are only continuing to rise. 

A driving contributor to this 
boom has been the newfound ac-
cessibility and taste of  vegan food 
options. The former meatless 
aisles of  grocery stores housed 
bland, costly items that left shop-
pers turning their nose in search 
of  tastier alternatives. However, 
with the growing number of  
available choices, cleaner eating 
has never looked so appetizing 
and been so easy.

Another factor that has led 
vegan diets towards popularity is 
a growing care for the environ-
ment itself. Without the excessive 
waste that a pre-packaged snack 
requires, veganism (and similar 
diets) leave one feeling a sense 

of  pride. Within the same vein, 
the protection of  animal welfare 
after choosing to replace meat 
for something greener provides 
a sense of  ethicality that is no-
doubt appealing.

While vegan eating certainly 
has its pros, there is still one gap-
ing uncertainty within the minds 
of  many: Is it as nutritionally 
healthy? While plant-based burg-
ers and other similar meals may 
taste and look virtually the same, 
critical variables (such as pro-
tein levels), still act as a repellent 
among consumers. Understand-
ably, these are valid concerns 
when choosing a weekly dinner 
menu - it is human nature to 
want to feel as nourished and 
healthy as possible. In a study 
conducted by Everyday Health, 
researchers found that vegetar-
ian burgers typically do not have 
the same amount of  protein as 
regular beef. However, along 
with supplemented sources of  
protein, Impossible and Beyond 
Burgers can function similarly in 
a daily diet. 

As for sustainability, greener 
eating can certainly work just as 
well in the long term. As nutri-
tional innovations continue to 
surface, it has become increas-
ingly clear that there is no limit 
to their boundaries. Emma 
Barry, a dancer from Millis, Mas-
sachusetts, has stuck to dietarily-
restricted eating since April of  
2021. Barry says that balance 
can definitely be challenging, es-
pecially when it comes to fueling 
her body with enough protein to 
sustain an athlete. 

“I originally started as a chal-
lenge for Lent, but I decided to 
make it full-time for environ-
mental and spiritual reasons. 
The meat industries are very bad 
for the earth, they create a lot of  
waste each year and also are one 
of  the main sources of  green-
house gases.” Barry explains. 
“I’m super passionate about the 
environment so I thought it was a 
step I could take toward change.”

Barry’s story is similar to those 
of  many others in Franklin. Peter 
Bower, Franklin resident and 

Grocery Manager of  nearby 
Roche Bros, says that vegan food 
sales have been “huge” in the last 
3-5 years - and largely because of  
the environment. “It is easily our 
fastest-growing category in that 
time,” he adds.

Bower also notes that Roche 
Bros, like other stores, has whole-
heartedly embraced vegan prod-
ucts. “What once was a small 
niche category is now found in 
every aisle, from potato chips to 
pasta and a huge selection of  
vegan meat products,” he says. 
“Vegan foods have a huge im-
pact on our business and have 
just kept growing over the past 
five years.”

The switch to cleaner eating 
has been not only fast, but per-
vasive. Only time will tell if  this 
shift will reverse, but one thing is 
clear: Vegan eating has certainly 
taken the world by storm.

New England

Ballistic Services
Inc.

Instant cash paid for  
your valuable firearms.
Call today for a confidential consultation

508-381-0230 • www.neballistic.com



September 2021  Find us on Facebook  |  Franklin Town News  Page 7

PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor.  Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Glenn Brown, 
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents 

and financial independence.

Want financial independence? 
Are you building with:

■ Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™
■ Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt 
■ Low-cost investments  ■ Growing income streams
■ Maximizing work, government & health benefits
■ Tax planning  ■ Insurance analysis  ■ Estate planning
■ College savings for kids  ■  Care for elderly parents

Your Money, Your Independence 

September is the Best Tax Planning Month. Yes, really.
September, not December or 

April, is the opportune time as it 
provides roughly 3 months to ex-
ecute tax planning strategies for 
the current year while position-
ing for the year ahead. 
Some usual activities:

Increase 401(k) - If  your social 
security tax stopped after earn-
ing $142,800 this year, consider 
allocating that amount (or more) 
to 401(k) contributions. This will 
help lower your Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) or if  a Roth 401(k), 
increase your tax-free savings for 
retirement. 

Tax Loss Harvesting - No need 
to wait for the last days of  De-
cember. In fact, many managers 
do selling in the fall to comply 
with wash sale rules and be fully-
vested for the new year.

Work Benefits - Often, fall is 
open enrollment, the once-a-year 
chance to enroll in tax-savings 
programs like Health Savings 
Account (HSA) and Flex Spend-
ing Accounts (FSAs). 

HSAs enjoy triple-tax ben-
efits, as contributions lower your 
AGI (reducing taxes owed), funds 
grow tax-free and are not taxed 
when used for medical expenses, 
premiums for long-term care and 
medicare. 

FSA contributions lower your 
AGI and the 3 programs avail-
able are Medical, Dependent 
Care and Transit (commuter or 
parking). 

Unique for 2021 due to gov-
ernment legislation: 

Child Tax Credit 2021 - Started 
getting money from the govern-
ment in July? Those are “ad-
vance payments” up to $3,000 
per qualifying dependent child 
or $3,600 if  under age 6 on Dec. 
31, 2021. This tax credit reduces 
your tax bill on a dollar-for-dol-
lar basis, so if  you typically owe 

taxes, might be best to visit IRS.
com to opt-out and receive a po-
tential rebate later.

Dependent Care FSA (DC-FSA) 
2021 - As referenced in June, new 
DC-FSA annual limits for pretax 
contributions increase for most 
from $5,000 to $10,500. Fund-
ing DC-FSA not only reduces 
taxable income but also avoids 
Social Security and Medicare 
tax. Thus, MA family in 24% 
federal tax bracket may have tax 
savings up to $3,848 (32% tax 
bracket is $4,688). But… your 
employer may opt-in to new lim-
its within their plan, and have to 
elect funds to increase. 

Roth Conversion - The spring 
“Biden Tax Plan” is still a pro-
posal in late August. Congress 
would be challenged (to say the 
least) if  new tax laws passed this 
late in the year were retroactive 
for 2021. So for some, this may 
be a 2nd last chance to convert 
some assets to Roth IRA at cur-
rent federal tax rates. Roth Con-
version analysis takes time given 
the variables unique to each 

individual. Most importantly, 
conversions should be done near 
year-end with visibility of  pro-
jected AGI as these are irrevers-
ible. 

By focusing on tax planning 
now, you can relax over the holi-
days with more savings and less 
taxes. That calls for another slice 
of  the pie.

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resident 
and owner of  PlanDynamic, LLC, 
www.PlanDynamic.com. Glenn is a 
fee-only Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so they can 
balance kids, aging parents and finan-
cial independence.

Glenn Brown

5 0 8 - 3 7 6 - 2 8 1 5
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.WenzelLandscaping.com

• Pergolas  
• Retaining 

Walls 
• Water 

Features
• Landscape 

Design &  
Installation

• Lawn  
Installation 

• Patios 
• Walkways 
• Fire Pits
• Outdoor 

Kitchens
• Pool  

Surrounds
• Lot Clearing
• Grading 

NEW ENGLAND REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com
Reg. $399

Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOW
617-895-7771

NOW $299.00

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more

Established Walpole Auto Repair Shop and has immediate opening!

FULL TIME AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN
Perform automotive services while delivering a superior client experience.

Motivation, team work, and the ability to perform repairs correctly with 
pride is the key to success in this position.

REQUIREMENTS
HS Diploma or GED  •  Valid driver’s license  •  Must have proper tools

Mon-Fri work week  •  5 years verifiable Auto Tech exp

Please call Brian at: (508) 668-9099
email: stonestreetautomotive@gmail.com
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Call 781-344-2420 
to set up a consultation!
mariosroofing.com

SAVE UP TO $2,500 NOW!
1st Responders Receive a $250.00 Amazon Gift Card

ROOFING WINDOWS

We won’t soak you to keep you warm and dry!

With complete job. Please ask for details.

SKYLIGHTS SIDING

Mario’s Quality Roofing, Siding, and Windows
Quality materials, expert craftsmen, and 
an unwavering pledge to customer service

After one bad experience too 
many with an unreliable contrac-
tor who used shoddy materials, 
Stephen Goulston founded Ma-
rio’s Roofing. 

“I didn’t like the way things 
were going in this industry,” 
he says. “I wanted to make a 
change. I started Mario’s with 
the philosophy that I wouldn’t do 
to your house what I wouldn’t do 
to mine.”

Thus began a fifteen-year 
quest for the perfect balance of  
craftsmanship, quality, and af-
fordability. Mario’s Roofing has 
grown beyond Stoughton to 
over a dozen local offices servic-
ing Eastern Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. Mario’s has also 
garnered several awards, in-
cluding the Diamond Approval 
Award from Customer TrackRe-
cord, the CertainTeed Tenured 
Member and Governor’s Awards 
, and the Triple Crown Cham-
pion Award.

“In all of  North America, only 
eleven roofing companies have 

achieved Triple Crown status 
and we are one,” Goulston says. 
“We’re really proud of  that.”

A phone call or a website re-
quest for a quote brings a Mario’s 
Roofing specialist right to your 
home. They’ll make targeted rec-
ommendations, then spend time 
with the homeowner explaining 
what they’ve found.

“With roofing, we have a 
video for the customer to dem-
onstrate every step in the pro-
cess,” Goulston says. “The key to 
a good roof  is the preparation of  
the roof  and the underlayment 
beneath the shingles. For the 
homeowner, it’s the way it looks. 
For us, it’s the way it performs.”

Goulston stresses continuing 
education for his teams, regularly 
inviting experts to teach his staff 

about the latest developments in 
techniques and materials. “Our 
guys are quality experts. Deliv-
ering the best to our customers 
requires we know what the best 
is. Then to make optimal use of  
it, we’ve got to know how and 
when to apply it. That’s where 
my team comes in. We invest in 
experts so we can make the right 
recommendation for a client’s 
situation.” They’ll even offer help 
with financing.

That commitment to cutting-
edge materials is at the forefront 
with their siding. While Mario’s 
offers basic vinyl siding, they 
also showcase a full selection 
of  the newest and most versa-
tile options, such as Everlast, a 
triple-composite formula that 
combines inorganic minerals, 
polymer reins, and acrylic colo-
rant to create the most durable 
siding on the market.

“September and October are 
the best times to work on your 

house,” Goulston says. “Massa-
chusetts winters can be hard on 
a home. Your roof  needs reli-
able drainage to protect against 
ice dams. You need the gutters 
clear and ready to do the hard 
work. The siding needs to insu-
late against the snow and wind. 
Every part of  a well-maintained 
exterior works together for the 
entire house’s protection.”

Take windows, for example, 
which directly impact heating 
and insulation. Older windows 
may vent heat in winter or trap 
too much warmth in the summer. 
Replacing old windows with en-
ergy-efficient ones is an easy way 
to enhance a home’s beauty and 
efficiency.

Mario’s offers a variety of  
windows, including custom de-
sign. Goulston says, “With win-
dows, the installation is the most 
important part. All our window 
installers are highly-trained, and 
our policy is that the person who 
measures the windows is the per-
son who installs them.”

Window installation involves 
work on both the inside and out-
side, and Mario’s will move the 
furniture and the curtains rather 
than expecting the homeowner 
to do it, then set it back in place. 
Goulston says, “It’s part of  doing 
the job one hundred percent. 

Our workmanship separates us 
from everybody else, but over 
the years, it’s also become a huge 
part of  our reputation that we 
care.”

Early on, Mario’s adopted 
the tag line, “We won’t soak 
you to keep you warm and dry.” 
They’ve held to that commit-
ment with quality materials, 
expert craftsmanship, and com-
petitive pricing.

Mario’s website showcases a 
photo gallery of  their best work, 
as well as before and after pic-
tures with a slider bar so home-
owners can visualize their own 
home’s transformation.

Jobs range from new front 
doors to re-roofed apartment 
complexes, or even a single base-
ment window. Goulston says, “A 
small touch like that is impor-
tant—not only because it looks 
good, but for increased security 
and insulation. Our customers 
see those details every day, and 
when it’s all working right, they 
feel proud of  their home.”

To get a quote for your home 
repairs and upgrades, visit 
https://mariosroofing.com or 
call (781) 344-2420.

“We won’t soak you to keep you 
warm and dry”
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For rates and info on advertising your business, 
please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or email: 

jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  INSTALLATION
COMMERCIAL – RESIDENTIAL

HEATING  •  AIR CONDITIONING

P.O. Box 521  |  Foxboro, MA 02035
www.prevettheatingandcooling.com

508-543-1198

Q U A L I T Y D E S I G N  &  C R A F T S M A N S H I P

KILKELLY
MASONRY
KILKELLY

MASONRY
Q U A L I T Y D E S I G N  &  C R A F T S M A N S H I P

Chimneys  •  Fireplaces  •  Fire Pits  •  Pool Patios
Patios  •  Steps  •  Walkways  •  Walls  •  Veneers

www.kilkellymasonry.com
(508) 328-0210

FREE ESTIMATE UPON REQUEST

The b.LUXE beauty beat
With the unofficial end of  

summer just a few days away, 
and our uncomplicated schedules 
coming to a close, we’ll soon say 
goodbye to our warm weather 
wardrobes, beach hair and san-
dals. 

This final week of  summer 
has most likely been a bit crazy 
for you. There’s the endless 
shopping list of  back to school 
supplies, new clothes, sports 
equipment and of  course, hair-
cuts. 

But we’re pretty sure more 
than a few parents are doing 
their happy dance with the re-
turn of  some “kid free” time. 

Sure, you’ll feel that tug at 
your heart as your little climbs 
the steps of  the big yellow bus. 
You might even shed a tear or 
two, but hear that? Exactly. 
Seven hours of  peace and quiet.

Let’s face it, it’s been two and 
half  months of  picking up wet 
bathing suits, sweating on the 
ballfield, driving your kids EV-
ERYWHERE, and packing for 
all those “relaxing” vacations. 
Summer has its amazing mo-
ments, but for families with kids 
at home, the return to school is a 
much-needed time for parents to 
regroup and exhale. 

So, with seven hours, sans 
children, what should you do?  
Hmmm? 

We think it’s time to book 
yourself  some “me” time.   

First, let’s start with a round 
of  applause for all you parents 
out there!!  You survived another 
chaotic summer and got those 
kids back on their academic 
schedules. Now...what do YOU 
need?

It’s easy to fall into the trap 
of  feeling guilty for taking qual-
ity time for yourself, but there’s 
a reason there’s an article tout-
ing the benefits of  “self-care” in 
every blog, magazine and post. 
Because it’s true! We’re our best 
selves when we feel good. We 
need time to revive and rejuve-
nate and that comes with what 
again? That’s right, self  care!

Is your hair crispy from too 
much sun and fun? Did you skip 
your salon products for the sum-
mer or maybe your hair’s look-
ing a little green from all that 
pool hopping? Perhaps, all of  
the above? b.LUXE beauty’s got 
your back! 

Here’s our September spe-
cials to refresh your aesthetic and 
soothe your soul. 

Use codeBACKTOSCHOOL at 
checkout. 

In honor of  b.LUXE Hair 
and Makeup’s 10 year anniver-
sary (and being named as one of  
Salon Today’s top 20 salons in 
the US) take $10 off our top three 

end-of-summer treatments and 
10% off ALL blowout products! 
•  Spa Scalp Treatment - $10 off

• Split End Treatment - $10 off

• All Blow-Dry products - 10% off

• Malibu Demineralizer - $10 off

Inhale, exhale...inhale, 
exhale… You got this, Ladies. 
See you soon at the studio.  

– PAID ADVERTISEMENT –

hair • makeup • skincare • editorial

b

LUXE
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Living Healthy

One-on-One treatment

508-473-7939
160 South Main St (Rt 140)

Milford, MA 01757

508-528-3344 
750 Union Street

Franklin, MA 02038

Surgery Center
145 West St., Milford

508-381-6040

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.    Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE

10% OFF
your next purchase!

Limited time offer; not valid with any other offers.

421 Pulaski Blvd
Bellingham, MA 02019

774-460-6084

CURBSIDE 
PICKUP OR 
YOU CAN 
COME IN!

HOURS: 
MON - SAT, 

10AM - 7PM; 
SUNDAY, 

11AM - 4PM

401-757-6872
375 Putnam Pike 

Smithfield, RI 02917

ReleafCenter1@gmail.com

774-460-6084
421 Pulaski Blvd
Bellingham, MA 02019

www.myCBDreleafcenter.com

MONEY-SAVING COUPON!

508-533-4025
98A Main Street

Medway, MA 02053

Veterans & 
Senior Citizen 

Discounts 
Always Available

Help Wanted.
Call for Details.

Computer Vision Syndrome
By: rOGer M. kalDawy, M.D. 
MilfOrD franklin eye Center

As our scholars go back to 
schools and colleges, let it be in 
person or remotely, more and 
more time is spent every day 
using computer screens and 
our eyes are paying the price. 

Research shows that 25 to 93 
percent of  computer users ex-
perience a problem so common 
there’s a name for it: Computer 
Vision Syndrome. Symptoms 
include decreased or blurred vi-
sion, burning or stinging eyes, 
sensitivity to light, headaches and 
back and neck pain.

Computer Vision Syndrome 
is more common if  we exceed 2 
hours of  continuous computer 
screen time a day. The most com-
mon causes of  this syndrome in-
clude improper viewing angle or 
distance from the screen, glare on 
the computer screen, extended 
computer use, staring without 

blinking and uncorrected vision 
problems.

The good news is that these 
problems are easy to fix, and 
identifying and treating the un-
derlying cause usually eliminates 
this syndrome. Here what you 
can do:

1.  Adjust your viewing angle 

  Studies have found the an-
gle of  gaze plays a key role 
in this syndrome. The angle 
used for computer work is 
different from that used for 
reading or writing. As a re-
sult, the requirements for 
focusing and moving the 
eyes place additional de-
mands on the visual system 
when using a computer. 
To achieve the best angle, 
the center of  the monitor 
should be placed 20 to 28 
inches from your eyes and 4 
to 5 inches below eye level. 
Reference materials should 
be positioned so they can be 
seen without moving your 

head to look from the docu-
ment to the screen.

2.  Reduce glare

  Letters on a computer 
screen are not as clear as 
letters on a printed page. 
Your eyes will work harder 
if  there is too little con-
trast between letters and 
background or glare on the 
screen. This can result in 
sensitivity to light that can 
worsen under high-wattage 
fluorescent or flickering 
lights. Position your screen 
to avoid glare from over-
head lights or windows. 
Close the blinds on your 
windows or switch to low-
er-watt bulbs in your desk 
lamp. If  you cannot change 
the lighting to minimize 
glare, buy a glare filter for 
your monitor.

EYES 
continued on page 11 
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3.  Rest your eyes

  When using a computer for 
an extended period of  time, 
rest your eyes periodically 
to prevent eyestrain. Every 
20 minutes, look away from 
your computer to a distant 
object for 20 seconds. This 
will give your eyes a chance 
to refocus. After two hours 
of  continual computer use, 
rest your eyes for 15 min-
utes.

4.  Blink often

  Our eyes need lubrication 
to see well.  This is accom-
plished by a blinking reflex 
and leads to production of  
moisture (tears) on the sur-
face of  the eyes. People nor-
mally blink about 18 times 
a minute, but computer 
users tend to blink only 
one-fourth as often. This 
increases the chance of  de-
veloping dry eye. To lessen 
this risk, blink more often, 
and refresh your eyes peri-
odically with lubricating eye 
drops.

5.  Get your eyes checked

  Uncorrected vision prob-
lems—farsightedness or 
astigmatism, problems fo-
cusing or coordinating the 
eyes and eye changes as-
sociated with aging—can 
contribute to eye strain and 
musculoskeletal pain. Even 
if  you don’t need glasses 
for daily activities, you may 
need them for computer 
use. If  you wear glasses or 
contacts and need to tilt 
your head or lean toward 
the screen to see it clearly, 
your lens prescription may 
not be right for computer 
use. Having the correct pre-
scription can help prevent 
pain in the neck, shoulders 
or back resulting from con-
torting the body to see the 
screen.

If  the above measures don’t 
work, don’t put off seeing an 
ophthalmologist. If  the under-
lying cause of  Computer Vi-
sion Syndrome is not addressed, 
symptoms will continue and may 
worsen in the future. Your oph-
thalmologist can do a visual acu-
ity measurement to determine 
how your vision is affected, test 

your eyes to find a prescription 
that will compensate for any re-
fractive errors, and check how 
well your eyes focus, move and 
work together.

Computer vision syndrome is 
very common… As more screen 
work is needed, more eye strain 
can be expected. Our center and 
ophthalmologists have state of  
the art equipment to diagnose 
and treat many eye problems, 
including this syndrome.  7 dedi-
cated eye care providers here to 
help you in 2 state-of-the-art facil-
ities in Franklin and Milford.  We 
are available and have Saturday 
and after-hours appointments. 
From the basic eye exam to the 
high-tech surgeries performed 
locally in Milford, our center is 
now able to better recognize and 
manage this problem and con-
tinue to provide world class eye 
care for the entire family.

For more details, see our ad on 
page 10.

Living Healthy
EYES
continued from page 10

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• COMMERICAL & RESIDENTIAL

• TREE REMOVAL BY BUCKET TRUCK /CRANE

• LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING

• STORM DAMAGE

• SNOW REMOVAL

• FIREWOOD SALES
CharronTreeCompany.com  

CharronTreeService@yahoo.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
1060 Pulaski Blvd., Bellingham, MA 02019

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • REAL ESTATE
Junk Removal • Storage Cleanouts • Furniture Removal

Basement Cleanouts • Attic Cleanouts • Estate Sales • Foreclosures
Appliance Removal • Hoarding Situations • Construction Debris

We Recycle, Reuse and Donate 
80% of what we haul.

FRANKLIN RESIDENTS!

$50 OFF HALF-TRUCK 
OR MORE

Call 508-361-0519 or book online 
at gogreenteamjunk.com today!

Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

Alan Hadad 
Infinex Financial Consultant 
ahadad@infinexgroup.com
Office: 508-381-5212 
Cell: 774-573-7253

Investment and insurance products and services are offered through INFINEX INVESTMENTS, INC. Member FINRA/SIPC.  Milford Federal 
Investment Services is a trade name of Milford Federal Bank. Infinex and the bank are not affiliated. Products and services offered by Infinex are:

In today’s economic environment, fixed annuities can offer compound growth without the anxiety 
associated with stock market volatility. In addition to safety, other fixed annuity advantages can 

include attractive yields, tax efficiency, and liquidity.  
 

To determine if a fixed annuity is right for your current financial situation and your long-term 
investment goals, contact Alan today. 

Fixed Annuities Current Rate Information

Insurer Rating* Rate**
Fidelity and Guaranty Life A- 1.85 %
Oceanview Life and Annuity A- 2.20 %
United Life Insurance Company A- 1.80 %

3-Year Term

5-Year Term

Insurer Rating* Rate**
Americo A 2.65 %
Oceanview Life and Annuity A- 2.40 %
United Life Insurance Company A 2.50 %

 * Financial rating from A.M. Best rating agency. ** Rates are subject to change. Contact an Infinex investment 
program representative for current rates.

Fixed Annuity Rates - Effective August 12, 2021

NOT FDIC INSURED NO BANK GUARANTEE MAY LOSE VALUE NOT A BANK DEPOSIT NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY

O�ering both Center-based and Tele-therapies

30 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville 
(508) 695-6848

Visit our website:
www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

  

 

• Speech-Language Evaluations and �erapies-All ages
• Early intervention
• Post-Stroke & Parkinson �erapies
• ABA Educational �erapies
• Occupational �erapy

Serving the children, adolescents and adults of greater Boston for over 20 years 

 

5 North Meadow Rd, Medfield
(508) 359-4532

Many of Our Services are Covered by insurance
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FSPA Offers Pre-Professional Ballet Program 
The Franklin School for the 

Performing Arts (FSPA) contin-
ues its successful Ballet Conserva-
tory program under the direction 
of  Cheryl Madeux. With pre-
professional training, FSPA’s Bal-
let Conservatory offers classical 
ballet education of  the highest 
quality. An extensive range of  
training and performance expe-
riences provides exceptional op-
portunities for students of  all ages 
and levels interested in the study 
of  classical ballet. The FSPA Bal-
let curriculum is based on the 
foundations of  the ABT National 
Training Curriculum. As of  2015, 
all teachers on FSPA’s Conserva-
tory Track have been certified in 
the NTC program. Additionally, 
FSPA Academy, partnered with 
the virtual Massachusetts Public 
School TECCA, combines the 
flexibility of  a virtual education 
with the practicality of  a school-
room, and can accommodate 
professional opportunities, re-
hearsal, and performance sched-
ules for pre-professional students 
who wish to study at FSPA full-
time. 

The first levels of  the ballet 
program begin an earnest study 
of  classical ballet. Barre work is 
introduced with a strong focus 
on individual turnout, foot 
development, and port de 
bras. As dancers progress 
into the intermediate levels, 
the faculty carefully evalu-
ates each student’s progress 
and potential for pointe work 
while continuing to nurture 
the desire to dance. The Pre-
Professional Program begins 
advanced ballet technique and 
pointe. Admission is by teacher 
evaluation and audition only. 
This program consists of  FSPA’s 
most challenging and demand-
ing schedule and provides addi-
tional performance opportunities 
for dancers, along with private 
coaching and extra classes if  de-
sired.

FSPA’s Ballet program is 
under the direction of  Cheryl 
Madeux, a former dancer with 
American Ballet Theatre, Joffery 
Ballet, and Hartford Ballet. She 
received her training at the Nut-
meg Conservatory for the Arts. 

Ms. Madeux has performed ex-
tensively throughout the United 
States and Europe, worked with 
leading choreographers includ-

ing Gerald Arpino, Kirk Peter-
son, and Twyla Tharp, and been 
coached by such ballet luminaries 
as Igor Youskevitch and Eleanor 
D’Antuono. Her extensive clas-
sical repertoire includes all the 
full-length classical productions 
as well as principal roles in The 
Nutcracker, Giselle, Coppelia, 
The Firebird, Balanchine’s Ser-
enade, Spectra de La Rose, and 
much more. Many of  Ms. Ma-
deux’s FSPA Ballet Conserva-
tory students have been accepted 
to some of  the most prestigious 
summer programs available and 
a select few recently participated 

and advanced to the finals of  the 
Youth America Grand Prix in 
NY. Ms. Madeux is also a sum-
mer faculty member for the ABT 

Young Dancers Program in 
NY and an examiner for the 
ABT National Training Cur-
riculum. 

In previous years, FSPA 
has presented its students for 
Examinations in the Ameri-
can Ballet Theatre National 
Training Curriculum at ABT’s 
studios in New York, NY. The 

Examination class was taught by 
Ms. Madeux. FSPA is proud to 
incorporate the American Ballet 
Theatre National Training Cur-
riculum, a nine-level program 
that combines high quality artistic 
training with the basics of  dancer 
health and child development for 
students of  all ages and skill lev-
els. Upon successful exam com-
pletion, Cheryl Madeux earned 
the distinction of  ABT Affiliate 
Teacher.

FSPA offers two additional 
tracks of  Ballet study for stu-
dents not on the pre-professional 
path and advanced dancers with 

limited time in their schedules. 
The Standard Track is designed 
to train and educate students in 
classical ballet so they may use 
this knowledge to enhance other 
disciplines and prepare to enter 
competitive college dance pro-
grams, if  desired. Pointe is not 
offered on this track, allowing for 
fewer requirements and greater 
flexibility of  schedules. Students 
are evaluated for placement in 
the level to assure continued de-
velopment and success. The Rec-
reational Ballet Program consists 
of  once-a-week classes to meet 
the needs of  older students with 
no prior experience who wish to 
explore the discipline of  classi-
cal ballet and dancers with some 
experience who want to continue 
study for enjoyment.

For more information on Bal-
let at the Franklin School for the 
Performing Arts, visit www.FSPA-
online.com, call (508) 528-8668, 
or stop by the facility at 38 Main 
Street in Franklin, MA. Follow 
FSPA on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter.

18th Annual Harvest Festival Preparations in Full Gear
The Franklin Downtown Part-

nership has scheduled its 18th 
annual Harvest Festival, a family-
fun community event, on Satur-

day, October 2.
The Harvest Festival will be 

held in downtown Franklin from 
noon to 5 p.m. on Main Street, 

Dean Avenue, West Central 
Street, and Depot Street, as well 
as the large parking area behind 
Rockland Bank. The event’s rain 

date is Sunday, October 3. 
Visitors to the Harvest Festival 

will enjoy local entertainment, 
delicious foods from local restau-
rants, fun kid crafts and activities, 
shop specials, artwork and crafts 
by area artisans and helpful infor-
mation from community groups 
and vendors. Dancing on Dean 
will feature live music from two 
popular local bands: Ben Gard-
ner’s Boat and The Driftwoods. 
Craft beer and wine will be avail-
able from La Cantina Winery, 
Shovel Town Brewery and Start 
Line Brewing Company.

Organizers expect booth 
spaces for this event to sell out. 
Partnership members receive 
a booth for free; non-members 
pay $125. Downtown businesses 
must register to ensure store-front 
space. Booths are assigned on a 
first-come first-serve basis. You 
can find the registration link at 
http://bit.ly/FranklinHF or on 
the Partnership website, www.
franklindowntownpartnership.
org. Email Chris Petersen, vendor 
coordinator, at fdpevent@gmail.
com with questions about booth 
spaces. Scott Martin, president 
of  the FDP, is once again chair-
ing the Harvest Festival.

The Partnership welcomes 
business owners to help support 
the Harvest Festival while gain-
ing publicity for their businesses 
with sponsorships. Please email 
the FDP office at downtown.
franklin@yahoo.com to become 
a sponsor. 

Several businesses have al-
ready agreed to sponsor the 
Harvest Festival. Thank you to 
platinum sponsors Dean Bank 
and RI Motorsports and De-
tail; gold sponsor Hockomock 
YMCA; silver sponsors Glen 
Meadow Apartments, Liberty 
Tax, Middlesex Savings Bank, 
MyFM 101.3, Rockland Trust 
& The Enclave of  Franklin; and 
bronze sponsors: Beaux Regards 
Photographic Art, Chestnut Den-
tal, Encore Music Academy and 
Recording Studios, La Cantina 
Winery, & Mint Dental of  Frank-
lin.

The Franklin Downtown Part-
nership is a nonprofit, 501©3 or-
ganization made up of  more than 
300 business owners, community 
leaders and residents working to 
stimulate economic development 
downtown and create a positive 
impact throughout the area.
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Take Summer Tasks Off Your To-Do List 
(we can take it from here)

introducing...

©2021 Ace Handyman Services, Inc. All rights reserved. Locally owned and independently operated Franchise. 

Call Or Book Online
508.283.3966    AceHandymanServices.com

Now Serving MetroWest Franklin

Valid Now Through 9.30.2021

$50 off*
4 or More Hours of 
Handyman Services

*Labor Only. Cannot be combined  
with any other offers or discounts. 

Franklin Downtown Partnership Unveils Flower Alley
The Franklin Downtown 

Partnership (FDP) unveiled its 
finished Flower Alley between 
15 and 17 East Central St. this 
week. The unveiling comes 
after months of  planning by the 
FDP and mural paintings by five 
Franklin Art Association mem-
bers.

The floral-centered murals 
that line the alley will comprise 
one of  approximately 25 stops 
along Franklin’s Ladybug Trail. 
The Ladybug Trail will feature 
ladybug sculptures, as well as 
murals, to help promote eco-
nomic development in down-
town Franklin. 

“Eventually, visitors will walk 
along the trail using a digital map 
and view signage

detailing the history of  Frank-
lin,” FDP Executive Director Lisa 
Piana said. “The FDP believes 
economic development projects 
like this encourage people to walk 
around the area and enjoy the 
art, historical sites, and the many 
wonderful businesses and restau-
rants in our downtown.”

The impetus for the idea of  
Flower Alley originated with Ro-
berta Trahan, vice president of  
the FDP. Trahan worked from 
the time she was 12 through col-
lege at Rizoli Pharmacy at its 
soda fountain. That pharmacy, 
formerly located at 17 East Cen-
tral St., was in the building that 
now displays the murals. Trahan 
spoke to FDP Executive Director 
Lisa Piana about the importance 
of  maintaining those buildings 
and dressing up the alleys.

“I wanted to honor these 
buildings and hopefully bring 
joy to others,” Trahan said. “So, 
while I had this intention, Lisa 
(Piana) and the artists really took 
it to the next level.”

Peg Munson took the lead to 
organize the artists, arrange for 
supplies and researched what 
type of  materials would be most 
appropriate for the panels to 
withstand the elements outside. 
She also was the first artist to 
complete a mural.

“I had a lot of  research to do,” 
said Munson who typically paints 
pastels. “Painting outside murals 
with acrylics was all new to me.”

Munson said that by using the 
appropriate materials, including 
a special type of  plywood, a hard 
finish, and a varnish over the mu-
rals, the artwork should stay look-
ing good for many years.

In addition to Munson, other 
artists who created murals for 
Flower Alley are: Amy Adams, 
Hannah Liverant Close, Susan 
Plume, and AnneMarie Tracey, 
all of  whom are Franklin resi-
dents.

Adams said her mural fea-
tures a variety of  flowers, all of  
which have special significance. 
For example, the forget-me-nots 
are for remembering people who 
have passed, the tiger lily repre-
sents joys and thankfulness, and 
the poppies are a tribute to U.S. 
veterans. 

“The mural is a unity piece 
about hope and positivity, espe-
cially as we’re coming out of  this 
pandemic,” said Adams.

The space for the murals was 
made possible by The Ferrara 
family who owns the building. 
The Ferrara family gave permis-
sion to use its building to show-
case the murals. 

“It’s so nice to do something 
for the town and to attract people 
to Franklin businesses, many of  
which are family-owned.,” said 
Giannina Ferrara.

Family-owned businesses are 
close to the heart of  members of  
the Ferrara family. The Ferrara 
sisters’ parents, Cristina and Pi-
etro, founded Franklin’s Ferrara’s 
Market in 1960. 

“This project does mean a lot 
to us because our parents worked 
so hard in Franklin and these 
murals beautify the town,” said 
Anna Clarke, another Ferrara 
family sister.

The FDP is planning to add 
more murals in other down-
town alleys and is finishing up 
the placement of  ladybug sculp-
tures, thanks to the help of  Signs 
By Cam, which has installed the 
mural and the ladybugs.

“We’re so grateful to the art-
ists, the Ferrara family and Signs 
By Cam, who made this entire 
project possible,” said Piana. 
“These sculptures and murals 
draw people to Franklin center to 
visit, dine and shop at our down-
town businesses.”

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership is a nonprofit, 501©3 
organization made up of  more 
than 300 business owners, com-
munity leaders and residents 
working to stimulate economic 
development downtown and cre-
ate a positive impact throughout 
the area. Learn more about the 
Partnership at www.franklin-
downtownpartnership.org. 

Signs By Cam employees, FDP Executive Director Lisa 
Piana, mural artists and members of the Ferrara family 
gathered at the unveiling of Flower Alley

FDP Executive Director Lisa Piana and artists Amy 
Adams and Peg Munson

 Ferrara sisters Anna and 
Giannina with a mural 

created by AnneMarie Tracey
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Just starting out? Looking to complete your degree? Enroll today.
Visit dean.edu/scs for the full Fall 2021 Semester schedule.

Dean College School of Continuing Studies — call or visit us online today.
508-541-1624 | cvandale@dean.edu | dean.edu/scs

Dean College admits students of any race, sexual orientation, color, age, gender, religion, disability, marital status, veteran status, national and ethnic origin.

Choose from on-campus, hybrid 
or online formats in numerous 
programs, including:

BACHELOR’S DEGREE
• Business
      • Accounting
      • Cybersecurity
      • Human Resource Management
      • Management
      • Marketing
• Liberal Arts and Studies
• Psychology 

ASSOCIATE DEGREE
• Accounting
• Business
• Early Childhood Education
• General Studies
• Health Sciences
• Pre-Nursing
• Psychology

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
• Accounting
• Business
• Cybersecurity
• Early Childhood Education
• Human Resource Management

Franklin Resident Lynne DaSilva Named Director 
of Arch Learning Community at Dean College

Dean College is pleased to 
announce that Lynne DaSilva 
has been named as the new 
Director of  the Arch Learning 
Community.

A member of  the Dean 
community since 2010, 
DaSilva brings a wealth of  
experience in teaching, advis-
ing and academic support to 
the program. She serves as 
an adjunct professor for both 
Arch-specific and non-Arch 
courses and was honored with 
the Dean College Excellence 
in Teaching Award in 2015 
for her exceptional work in 
the classroom. She has held 
additional roles at Dean as a 
Success and Career Advisor in 
the Robbins Family Center for 
Advising and Career Planning 
and as an Academic Coach in 
the Morton Family Learning 
Center. Most recently, DaSilva 
has been serving as the As-
sistant Director of  the Arch 
Learning Community.

“Lynne is a dedicated 
Learning Center professional 
who knows our students and 

the culture at Dean inside and 
out,” said Michael Adamow-
icz, Director of  the Morton 
Family Learning Center. “We 
are thrilled to have her in this 
new role as Director of  the 
Arch Learning Community.”

The widely regarded Arch 
Learning Community pro-
gram at Dean College is 
designed to provide compre-
hensive support to students 
with diagnosed learning dis-
abilities and/or other learning 
differences who would benefit 
from additional academic sup-
port while taking part in a tra-
ditional college curriculum. As 
Director of  the Arch Learning 
Community, DaSilva will lead 
the program as it provides in-
dividual academic coaching, 
Arch-designated courses and 
specialized success and career 
advising to help students ac-
quire the skills necessary to be 
successful in their degree pro-
gram.

“I am incredibly excited to 
continue my work in the Arch 
Learning Community in this 

new role, and to embrace the 
holistic approach to engaging 
and supporting our students 
academically, socially and 
emotionally on their path to 
success,” said DaSilva.

“Lynne has been such a 
critical part of  the Arch Learn-
ing Community over the past 
few years, and I am excited for 
her leadership in her new role 
as director,” said Wendy Adler, 
Associate Vice President of  
Student Success & Career 
Planning. “This is a great op-
portunity for both Lynne and 
Dean.”

A resident of  Franklin, MA 
for the past 23 years, DaSilva 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology from University of  
Massachusetts, Amherst and 
a Master of  Education with a 
focus in Counselor Education/
School Counseling and Guid-
ance Services from Bridgewa-
ter State University.

For more information about 
the Arch Learning Commu-
nity, visit www.dean.edu/arch.

Ready. Set. Bid.
St. John’s Church To Host Virtual Silent 
Auction; Will Replace Holiday Fair

St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Franklin is getting creative initiating 
their first Virtual Si-lent Auction for 
the public through September 10. 
People will have a chance to bid on 
merchandise from local and regional 
businesses. Select from a variety of  
goods and services: food, retail mer-
chandise, electronics, kid and adult 
activities, sports, muse-ums & out-
ings.

Access the auction three ways: 
1) the auction link at https://
www.32auctions.com/StJohns-
Franklin in your browser; 2) St. 
John’s Church website at www.st-
johnsfranklinma.org; 3) on Facebook 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

Just register your name and 
contact details and the list of  items 
will be displayed. It’s easy to scroll 
through and make your bid. Check 
back often to update your bid! Bid-
ding starts August 27 at 12:15 am 
and will end Friday, September 10 at 
12 noon. The highest bidder on each 
item will be contacted.

“Last year was tough on every-
one,” said Rev. Kathy McAdams. 
“We have continued to gather for 
worship in whatever way possible. 
We have continued to serve the 
commu-nity by growing food for 
the Franklin Food Pantry, providing 
lunch for Common Cathe-dral and 
its unhoused congregation twice, 
and installing a handicap-accessible 
re-stroom.” 

Funds earned from the silent auc-
tion help continue outreach to the 
area, Rev. McAd-ams added. “Please 
participate in our on-line auction, as 
well as the Pumpkin Patch in Octo-
ber, so that we can continue to have a 
positive impact in the Franklin com-
munity and beyond.”  

The Virtual Silent Auction and 
Pumpkin Patch replace the church’s 
holiday fair this winter. The annual 
Christmas Fair has been a staple in 
Franklin and a source of  in-come for 
St. John’s Church. 

Want more details? Contact 
Blanca DiGiacomo at (617) 429-4676 
or blancadigiaco-mo@verizon.net.
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Botera Will Help You Find Your Plant
Recreational Cannabis 
Dispensary Opens 
Doors this Month

Recreational cannabis has 
found its way to Franklin!

Botera, (a combination of  
“botanist” and “era”), opens this 
month, offering a wide variety of  
products. From flower and edibles 
to tinctures and concentrates, 
customers can achieve a curated 
experience, from relaxation to 
boosted focus and creativity. Not 
sure which strain, potency or 
method of  consumption is right 
for you? Not to worry! At Botera, 
you’re among friends. 

“It’s a fun industry – fun for 
us, fun for our guests,” says Matt 
O’Brien, General Manager of  the 
Franklin location and Regional 
Retail Director. “We’re excited 
to be the first recreational facility 
to open its doors in Franklin, and 
we offer an educational cannabis 
experience for the everyday con-
sumer, without an extremely high 
price tag.”

Botera’s friendly corporate 
culture embodies employee en-
thusiasm for cannabis products 
and the industry. Their mis-
sion – helping the 21+ cannabis 
consumer, both new and expe-
rienced, find their plant. With 
a warm, engaging atmosphere, 
the location brings with it a west-
coast-influenced style, offering 
high quality cannabis products in 
a modern, comfortable environ-
ment, complete with your own 
personal budtender. 

“When a customer comes in, 
they are paired up with a personal 
budtender, who will walk around 
the dispensary with them to show 
and educate the customer about 
the products and answer any 
questions they may have,” says 
Lauren Pedretti, Botera Project 
Manager. “Our aim is figuring 
out what works for you. We don’t 
want people feeling like they’re 
waiting in a doctor’s office.” 

Customers don’t feel the pres-
sure of  having someone in line 
behind them and can take their 
time to choose products that are 
right for them. Bud tables offer a 
hands-on experience, where pa-
trons can touch, see, and smell a 

variety of  products. The tables 
feature interactive menus, with 
budtenders building guest or-
ders on their iPads. The smooth 
experience is completed at the 
cashier, who double checks the 
order, bags it up and send them 
off with positive vibes. 

“It really is a very fluid, fun 
and easy guest experience,” says 
O’Brien. “We learn from our 
customers as much as they learn 
from us.” In fact, customers 
who have a good sense of  what 
they enjoy also can order online, 
then simply pay and pick up the 
bagged selections.  

Franklin’s shop will be 
Botera’s flagship store, three 
times bigger than its first loca-
tion in Brockton, but with the 
same warm character. Happy to 
shed the past stigma of  canna-
bis, Botera works hard to enable 
a positive cannabis experience.

“In the bigger picture, I think 
we’re all part of  a movement.” 
says JP Patel, Botera Operations 
Manager. People of  all ages are 
more accepting of  the industry, 
talking about it openly, and edu-
cating them in a relaxed envi-
ronment is an important piece. 
“Legal cannabis, right now, is a 
privilege,” says Patel. “You have 
just got to do it in the right way. 
There are rules that apply, and 
we’re passing on information 
as much as we can to the con-
sumer.”

Botera, located at 1256 West 
Central Street in Franklin, is open 
every day, Sunday through Sat-

urday, from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Online ordering and curbside 
pickup are available. For more 

information, find them online 
at www.boterama.com or follow 
BoteraNE on social media.

localtownpages

Reserve your space today by contacting  
Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544  

or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Coming January 2022
Reservation deadline: December 1

Don’t miss this opportunity to  
reach 80,000 consumers and prime 

prospects for the health and  
wellness industry. 

Kick Start 2022 with 

Healthy Living

http://www.boterama.com
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Call to set up an Interview: 

1-800-262-6462
Send resume to: service@coanoil.com

Coan Heating and Cooling, 196 W Central St., Natick, MA 01760

Learn Lifetime Trade, Top Pay and Benefits!
Prominent Metrowest HVAC Company has 

Immediate Openings:  

HVAC System Installer Full Time
Experience is a plus but not a necessity because 

of our extensive training program. 

Seasonal Oil Drivers
Oil Drivers must have CDL with  
Tank & hazmat endorsements. 

Please see our website, www.coanoil.com for more details.

For more package info and to reserve your spot, please contact Jen Schofield  
at 508-570-6544 or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com.  

Only 10 available per site! They will go quick!

Be a leader 
in your  
Community ...

Ashland  |  Franklin  |  Holliston  
Hopedale  |  Medway/Millis  |  Natick  
Norwood  |  Norfolk/Wrenthamlocaltownpages

Sponsor your hometown news sources and receive permanent placement on your chosen 

town site for 12 months! Tie in your corporate profile, company branding and social media 

feed into one neat place and reach your target audience with our local service directory. 

We also include Sponsored Content and Digital Advertising year round. No better way of 

keeping your company branding top of mind throughout the year!

MuffinhousecafeCAFE

M
UFFIN HOUSEM
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expire 9-30-2021

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises

Expire 9-30-2021

F

F

• Open Daily
• Bakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

116 Main St, Medway
(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting St, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

43 Main St, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main St, Natick
(508) 647-0500MuffinHouseCafe@gmail.com

• Breakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
• Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Personalized  
Cakes Available!

Show Your Pet Some Love 
Special Pet Blessings on September 26th

Love your pet? Come to 
St. John’s Church for a special 
Blessing of  the Pets on Sunday 
Sept 26th during the 10am wor-
ship service on the front lawn of  
the church at 237 Pleasant St., 
Franklin.

The Rev. Kathy McAdams 
will lead the Sunday service that 
includes a special blessing for all 
pets in honor of  St. Francis of  
Assisi, who is associated with the 
patronage of  animals and the 

natural environment. Bring your 
dog, cat, bird, goat or whomever 
is your beloved pet (on a leash 
or in carriers, please). Favorite 
stuffed animals and photos of  
pets are welcome too!

Everyone is invited.
For more information contact 

St. John’s Episcopal Church at 
(508) 528-2387.
Like us: Facebook: St John’s Epis-
copal Church
View: www.stjohnsfranklinma.org

September 2021 at the Franklin Public Library
Franklin Library Book Sale 

Friday, September 17, 1-5 p.m.  Sat-
urday, September 18, 9-12, books $1

Bag Sale - $5 A Bag—Saturday, 
September 18, from 1-4 p.m. 
Room Reservations

Starting September 1st, the Study 
Room and Conference Room will 
require reservations. Visit https://
www.franklinma.gov/franklin-public-
library/pages/reserve-room. 
Weekly Events for Families!

Move Along! Mondays @ 10:30 
a.m.

Idea Club! Mondays @ 4 p.m. 
Dungeons and Dragons Club for 

Kids! Mondays, 4-6 p.m. (7+) Email 
mgousie@minlib.net to sign up!

Animation Nation Anime Club! 
Mondays, 6-7:30 p.m. (7+)

Cool Cruisers! Tuesdays @ 9:30 
a.m., for babies who’ve just graduated 
from tummy time

Get Ready for Kindergarten! Tues-
days @10:30 a.m.  (3–5), 45 minutes

Toe-Tapping Tuesdays! Tuesdays @ 
4 p.m.

Terrific Toddlers! Wednesdays 
@10:30 a.m.  (18 mos–3yrs) 30 min-
utes

Chess Club for Kids! Wednesdays, 
4-5 p.m. (8-13)

Tummy Time! Thursdays @ 9:30 
a.m., for babies and caregivers

Story and Craft, Thursdays @10:30 
a.m. (3+) 30 minutes

Bookworm Bounce! Thursdays @ 
4 p.m.

Doggie Tales! 1st Thursday of  the 
Month (Sept 2) @ 4:30 p.m. (1st grade 
+) Register at bcomeau@minlib.net!

Baby-Wearing Dance Party! Alter-
nating Fridays @ 9 a.m. (September 
10 & September 24)

Happy Feet! Alternating Fridays 
@10:30 a.m. (3-5) (September 3 & 
September 17)

Moving Machines! Alternating Fri-
days @10:30 a.m. (0-5) (September 10 
& September 24)
Special Events for Kids & Families

Book Bingo Challenge! September 
1st - October 1st!

Fortnite Free 4 All! ONLINE Satur-
day, September 4th, 4-6 p.m., Email 
mgousie@minlib.net.

Dahlicious Scavenger Hunt! Sep-
tember 10th -13th 

Little Spark Theatre Creative Drama 
Class for Littles! Saturday September 
11th @ 9:30 a.m.

Ideal for children ages 2-5!
Kids Paint Party with Instructor 

Denise Palmieri! Saturday September 
11th, 1-3 p.m.

All materials will be provided. 
Space limited!! EMAIL bcomeau@
minlib.net.

New StoryWalk at DelCarte Park! 
Starting September 18th! 

Starting September 18th, you can 
find our newest StoryWalk at Del-
Carte Reservation! Follow the trail 
while you enjoy Chirp! Chipmunk 
sings for a Friend by Jamie A. Swen-
son, illustrated by Scoot Magoon! 

Baby Sensory! Third Saturday of  
the Month @9:30 a.m. (September 
18th) 45 minutes

Join us for a 45-minute baby sen-
sory program! 

Make with Miss Mitzi, Saturday 
September 18th @1 p.m. All ages wel-
come! Email mgousie@minlib.net!

Story Tellers Guild! Once a Month! 
4-5 p.m. (7+) Ideal for grades 3+

Gamer’s Haven! Once a Month! 4-5 
p.m. (7+)
Special Events for Teens 

Fortnite Free 4 All! ONLINE Satur-
day, September 4th, 4-6 p.m., Email 
mgousie@minlib.net to get involved!

Teen Disney Trivia! Wednesday Sep-
tember 22nd @6:30 p.m.

Teen 1940s Dance Party! Wednes-
day, September 29th @6:30 p.m.

We’ll be reliving some of  the cra-
ziest decades through music, cosplay, 
and food!
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Calendar
Through September 10

St. John’s Virtual Auction 
(fundraiser), visit https://
www.32auctions.com/StJohn-
sFranklin, go to www.stjohn-
sfranklinma.org, or find St. 
John’s Episcopal Church on 
Facebook 

September 4

Library-Wide Scavenger 
Hunt!, 1 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library

September 7

Yoga with Instructor Bethany 
Amatucci, 6:30 p.m., Frank-
lin Public Library, Friends of  
Franklin Library Community 
Room; no registration required, 
must bring own yoga mat

Discovery of a Masterpiece, 
7 p.m., Franklin Public Library 
Zoom program features Mal-
lory Mortillaro, Curator of  
Collections for the Hartley 
Dodge Foundation in Madison, 
NJ, who uncovered a lost mas-
terpiece. Zoom event: Register 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZYlf-iurjsi-
Hd2nRX8IalSqS79IkCWvn-
VwF

September 10

Santa Foundation Fundraiser, 
La Cantina winery, 357 Union St., 
Franklin, 6-9 p.m., $50 ticket in-
cludes live entertainment, food, 
access to our auction, and 2 
drink tickets; proceeds support 
neighbors in need, sfjoy.org

September 12

Franklin Cultural Festival, 
presented by Franklin Cultural 
Council, 12-6 p.m., Franklin 

Town Common, includes 
artisans, food vendors, beer 
garden, dance and music per-
formance, Pamela Means at 
2:30 p.m., Eguie Castillo and 
Mar del Norte Salsa Orches-
tra salsa band at 4:30 p.m., 
visit https://www.franklinma.
gov/cultural-council or find 
Franklin Cultural Council on 
Facebook

Franklin Historical Museum 
Second Sunday Speaker Se-
ries, Memories of 9/11,1 p.m., 
80 West Central St., Franklin, 
Franklin native Paul Faenza, 
retired NYPD Sergeant, will 
share his first-hand account of  
September 11, 2001 and his ex-
perience at Ground Zero.

September 15

Friction Farm Duo, 6:30 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, hus-
band and wife team of  traveling 
troubadours with storytelling, 
social commentary and humor 
in songs, http://www.andyju-
dysing.com/ .http://www.fric-
tionfarm.com/ 

September 17

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 1-5 p.m., Franklin Public 
Library

September 18

Franklin Public Library Book 
Sale, 9 a.m.- 12 noon, $5 bag 
sale: 1-4 p.m.

September 19

PMC Kids Ride, (Virtual) Reg-
ister and info at kids.pmc.org/
franklin

Andy & Judy, contemporary 
folk, 3 p.m., Franklin Public Li-

brary
6th Annual K95K, 9 a.m. – 

1 p.m., 10 a.m. 5K start time, 
dog-friendly 5K benefits Mass. 
Veterinary Medical Association 
Charities, www.metrowestk95k.
com

September 20

Southeastern MA Commu-
nity Band, Franklin Senior Cen-
ter, evening concert, please call 
the Senior Center to sign up at 
(508) 520-4945. Supported by 
a grant from the Franklin Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

September 22

Free VA Loan seminar by 
Mike Shain of Bay Equity Home 
Loans, 6:30 p.m., Keefe Re-
gional Technical School, Room 
206, 750 Winter Street, Fram-
ingham, (508) 416.2170 or visit 

www.Keefeatnight.org. Click 
“classes” and locate “FREE – 
Understanding and Using your 
VA Home Loan Benefits” in the 
“Financial Planning” category

September 25

St. Vincent de Paul Friends of 
the Poor Walk, 1- or 3-mile walk 
around Franklin Town Com-
mon to benefit people in need 
in the Franklin community. 
Visit https://www.fopwalk.org/
event/2617 

Medway Bridges Festival, 
medwayartists.wordpress.com

September 26

Blessing of the Pets Ser-
vice, 10 a.m., lawn of  St. John’s 
Church, 237 Pleasant St., 
Franklin, please bring pets 
leashed or in carriers; stuffed 
animals welcome

Medway Bridges Festival, 
medwayartists.wordpress.com

September 28

Franklin Public Library Book 
Club, 7 p.m., The book for dis-
cussion is Leave the World Be-
hind, by Ruuman Alam.

September 30

Genealogy Club, 6:30 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, fea-
tures professional speaker

October 2

18th Annual Harvest Festival, 
presented by Franklin Down-
town Partnership, 12-5 p.m. on 
Main Street, Dean Avenue, 
West Central Street, and Depot 
Street, as well as the large park-
ing area behind Rockland 
Bank, features live music, food, 
activities, community groups 
and vendors, visit www.franklin-
downtownpartnership.org for 
details.

800-633-PIPE  
www.rodenhiser.com    

*Not valid on trip or diagnostic fees. This offer expires Sept., 30, 2021. Offer code OT-A-50
F

$50 OFF
Your next plumbing 
or heating repair*

Clip and save this coupon

Visit our website for 
more coupons and 

special offers on heating 
system installations.

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union 
AUTO LOANS

APR

Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 2.74% 

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service
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The only Energy

Be Sure to Ask About our New Customer Program

company 
you’ll ever need.

Give us a call today! 800-649-5949 
info@medwayoilpropane.com

*APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.
*New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane* 
FREE:  $100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan*

Family owned and operated since 1954

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & gas fired  

equipment

Installations
•  Oil & propane 

heating systems 
and water heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Programs
•  Flexible pricing and 

budget praograms

•  Ask about our Veteran, 
Military, Police and 
Fire discount.

On Saturday, August 7th, 
2021, the town of  Franklin, with 
a color guard provided by Amer-
ican Legion Post 75, celebrated 
Purple Heart Day at the Franklin 
Elks Hall, honoring all its veter-
ans who have been wounded in 
the line of  duty. As a special part 
of  the ceremony, eight veterans 
from Franklin were nominated 
for Quilts of  Valor. 

“It’s very rewarding for me to 
be able to give the quilts to the 
veterans,” says Theresa Perrault, 
Massachusetts State Coordina-
tor for Quilts of  Valor. “It’s my 
way of  giving back. As the state 
coordinator, I gather up quilts 

from all the little groups that 
make them, and when there’s 
a request, I present them.” In 
addition to the six small Quilts 

of  Valor throughout Massachu-
setts, Perrault says the groups 
gets other quilts are “donated 
by organizations such as guilds 
and other ladies who decide to 
get together to do a veterans’ 
recognition quilt. And that’s 
fine. We do a pretty good job 
of  getting as many vets as we 
can. Covid brought us down 
for a while, but we have gotten 
back to doing presentations with 
small groups.”

Originally begun with a 
focus on young service members 
wounded in Irag and Afghani-
stan, Quilts of  Valor expanded 
its mission to be inclusive of  
veterans who have taken the 

oath to give their life for their 
country. To be nominated to 
receive a Quilt of  Valor, a vet-
eran simply must have been 
“touched by war,” says Perrault. 
“We don’t have any special cri-
teria for vets to be nominated 
for a quilt award. There’s no 
special place you had to have 
served. You don’t have to have 
served in combat or be injured. 
Just touched by war.” 

Each quilt has a label on it 
with the name of  the veteran, 
who also receives a certificate. 
Most, but not all, are the col-
ors of  the Stars and Stripes. “It 
doesn’t have to be patriotic,” 

says Perrault. Sometimes, she 
explains, quilts are made to 
reflect the veteran’s personal 
interests. All quilts are made 
“to cover service members and 
veterans touched by war with 
comforting and healing Quilts 
of  Valor.”

Franklin vets honored with 
quilts include, Lawrence P. Be-
derian, Richard G. Bernheart, 
Travis Bowser, Robert Catalano, 
Alfred J. D’Orazio, David Ham-
blen, John McKinley and Peter 
Realini.

Franklin honored its wounded veterans on Purple Heart Day, August 
7th, 2021, at the Franklin Elks Hall. Eight veterans were honored with 
Quilts of Valor, meant to comfort those vets “touched by war.”  

Franklin Honors Vets with Quilts of Valor

HONORS
continued on page 19 



September 2021  Find us on Facebook  |  Franklin Town News  Page 19

Registration Now Open
For Fall Classes & Workshops 

HOPKINTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Dance | Visual Arts | Ceramics | Theater | Music

98 Hayden Rowe Street | Hopkinton | 508.435.9222

Enroll Now: www.HopArtsCenter.org

Online and in-person options available for youth and adults of all abilities 

Franklin Historical 
Museum

80 West Central Street, Franklin, MA

SECOND SUNDAY SPEAKER SERIES

Sunday September 12 – Memories 
of 9/11

As we commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of  the 911 attacks, 
Franklin native Paul Faenza , re-
tired NYPD Sergeant, will share 
his first-hand account of  Sep-
tember 11, 2001 and his experi-
ence at Ground Zero in the days 
that followed.
Sunday October 10 – Voyage of 
Mercy

Author Steve Puleo returns 
to the museum to discuss his 8th 
book, Voyage of  Mercy. The 
USS Jamestown, the Irish fam-
ine, and the remarkable story of  
America’s first humanitarian mis-
sion. Sponsored by the Friends of  
the Franklin Historical Museum.
Sunday November 14 - Vintage 
Franklin Homes. 

The second in a series of  
presentations from the Nathan 

Wales photography collection of  
early 20th century Franklin
Sunday December 12 – A 
Contemplative LIfe

Franklin native Charlie Har-
rington discusses his recently 
released book, A Contemplative 
Life: Essays and musings from 
the last of  the baby boomers.
Sunday January 9 – Byzantine and 
Russian Icons

Dennis Sardella, docent at 
the Museum of  Russian Icons in 
Clinton, MA discusses the world 
of  Byzantine and Russian icons.

Please join us for these inter-
esting and informative presenta-
tions

Doors open at 1 p.m. and the 
presentations start at 1:15.

Admission is always free
An elevator is available 

through the rear door entrance

Franklin Historical Museum:
Never Forget September 11th, 2001: A personal reflection

The Franklin Historical Mu-
seum is honored to welcome 
Franklin native, Paul Faenza, as 
presenter in our Second Sunday 
Speaker Series, Sunday Septem-
ber 12 @ 1:15 p.m.

Everyone old enough to re-
member, can recall where they 
were when they heard about 
the events of  September 11th, 
2001. Retired NYPD Sergeant 
Paul Faenza shares his memo-
ries of  that day and the days that 
followed in a one-hour power 
point presentation. As a mem-
ber of  the New York City Po-
lice Department, he responded 
to the scene immediately after 
the buildings collapsed and re-
mained at Ground Zero for two 
weeks. He details that morning 
from a personal to a professional 
level and beyond. From wading 
through knee high dust to wit-
nessing the collapse of  Building 
7; searching buildings, digging 
on the pile, and participating in 

an honor guard at the temporary 
morgue. This is not a history les-
son, nor a political discussion, it 
only serves to provide a sense of  
what occurred that day in New 
York City from a First Respond-
ers point of  view.

The purpose of  Paul’s presen-
tation is to ensure that people re-
member the events that occurred 
on this day twenty years ago. It 

also serves to remind us of  the 
hundreds who have died or are 
sick from exposure at Ground 
Zero.  Please consider a donation 
to www.answerthecall.org . Their 
mission is to provide financial as-
sistance and a network of  sup-
port to the families of  New York 
City Police Officers, Firefighters, 
Port Authority Police, and EMS 
Personnel who have been killed 
in the line of  duty.

Please join us on this 20th 
anniversary weekend the 9/11 
attacks for Paul’s first-hand ac-
count.

The museum is open Thurs-
day evenings 5 p.m.-7 p.m.; 
Saturdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
Sundays 1 p.m.-4 p.m. Visit 
our giftshop for fun and unique 
Franklin gift items. We are 
wheelchair-accessible, and ad-
mission is always free. Franklin 
Historical Museum, 80 West 
Central Street. 

Quilt of Valor
A few pieces of cloth

From the people who care,
To honor your service

It only seems fair.

Carefully chosen materials
Of red, white and blue,

Sewn together for those
Patriotic and true.

A top pieced together
With caring and pride,

Then quilted with backing
And warm layer inside.

Every stitch and seam sewn 
From the very start

With appreciation and gratitude
Straight from the heart.

For you who have sacrificed
For those here at home,

May this quilt warm and comfort you
Where ever you roam.

Our hope with this quilt
Is to make sure you knew,

We appreciate all you’ve done
And all you’ve been through.

Mary Welch
QOVF

“It’s been 50 years since I 
got back from Vietnam,” said 
one of  the eight veterans hon-
ored with a quilt, at the Frank-
lin ceremony, “and it’s the first 
time I’ve been honored for my 
service.”

In fact, Perrault told Frank-
lin veterans receiving their 
quilts, that the quilts “are 
meant to be used, not hung on 
a wall. Use the quilt. It is im-
portant for us to know that we 
are able to touch you and say 
thank you for your service.”

Quilts of  Valor began in 
2003, with just a few quilts. The 
group has since grown to about 
6,000 groups and 10,000 regu-
lar members that sew across the 
country and has awarded over 
278,847 quilts to U.S. veterans.

“I have had, personally, 
times where I have given out 
a quilt, and the vet is quiet, 
doesn’t say much, but I may get 
a note from him or his family 
saying, “I buried myself  in that 
quilt every day, and it helps me 
from day to day,’” says Perrault.

For more information about 
Quilts of  Valor, visit qovf.org.

HONORS
continued from page 18
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Sports
Energetic Gulla an Impactful Running Back For FHS
By ken haMwey,  
Staff SpOrtS writer

Mack Gulla doesn’t waste 
time.

Franklin High’s outstanding 
running back achieved four acco-
lades in a three-month span that 
reinforce just how talented and 
how impactful he is on a football 
field.

The 5-foot-11, 195-pound 
senior, who rushed for 746 yards 
and scored 7 touchdowns during 
a seven-game season last spring 
as a junior, was selected as the 
team’s most-valuable player, a 
Hockomock League and Metrow-
est Daily News all-star, and a cap-
tain on this year’s squad. All four 
honors were achieved from April 
to July.

“Mack had a great Fall 2 sea-
son last spring,’’ said coach Eain 
Bain. “He’s got all the attributes 
for success. He’s mentally and 
physically tough, has a high foot-
ball IQ, is strong and powerful, 
has deceptive speed and his en-
ergy level is high. Other players 
feed off his energy.’’

A power back, Gulla is effec-
tive as an inside runner who gets 
yards for key first downs but he’s 
also an outside threat, able to cut 
and rely on break-away speed.

“I’m more of  an inside, power 
runner who puts his head down 
and hits the hole,’’ Gulla said. 
“My focus is on getting tough 
yards. But sometimes, I rely on 

patience for the hole to form, 
then hit it and apply speed to get 
outside.’’

Gulla, an 18-year-old native 
of  Franklin, labels his MVP, all-
star and captain honors as his 
top thrills but rates his game last 
spring against Taunton as his top 
effort. He scored three TDs on 
runs of  5, 25, and 10 yards.

“We trailed early, but thanks 
to our offensive line, I was able 
to score three times, one TD in 
each in the first three quarters 
to keep us in the game. We won, 
and I finished with 194 yards. It 
was memorable because it was 
a back-and forth contest. Our 

line did a great job, dominating 
throughout.’’

A young team last spring, the 
Panthers finished the season at 
3-4, losing three games by six 
points or less. Gulla firmly be-
lieves that close games this season 
will be more apt to go Franklin’s 
way.

“We were very young last sea-
son but now most of  the players 
are back and they’ve got expe-
rience,’’ Gulla said. “My team 
goals are to win the Kelly-Rex 
Division title, qualify for the play-
offs and go as deep as possible. 
Individual goals include improv-
ing my ground game, repeat as 
an all-star and to improve my 
stats. Statistics are not important 
to me, but I know that if  I im-
prove them, then my team ben-
efits. My top priority is our team. 
I rely on an athletic philosophy 
that stresses winning, reaching 
my potential and having fun. 
Winning is important, and it 
takes focus and preparation to 
make winning occur.’’

Gulla and FHS will open 
the season at home on Sept. 10 
against Wachusett. He points to 
Mansfield and King Philip as 
contenders for the Kelly-Rex Di-
vision crown. 

Contending for a league 
championship will involve all 
hands on deck, and Gulla is 

acutely aware that leadership will 
play a major role. “As a captain, 
I’ll be more of  a lead-by-exam-
ple guy. I’ll also be supportive of  
my teammates, and I’ll compete 
hard. If  teammates feed off my 
energy, then that’s a plus.’’

Gulla, who averaged 106 
yards last spring, also has a high 
regard for his coach’s leadership 
and thinks two senior teammates, 
defensive end Jonathan Martin 
and quarterback Jared Arone, 
will be key contributors for a 
bounce-back season. “Coach 
Bain is very intense, knows strat-
egy and is a good motivator,’’ 
Gulla emphasized. 

Gulla also plays baseball and 
has been on Franklin High’s var-
sity roster the last two years but 
hasn’t been able to get an at-bat. 
A third-baseman, he didn’t com-
pete as a sophomore because the 
pandemic forced cancellation of  
the spring season. As a junior last 
spring, he underwent a proce-
dure after football to drain fluid 
off his right knee, causing him to 
miss the season.

Injuries have played a role in 
his career. As an eight-grader, he 
suffered a fractured collarbone 
in youth football, and during 
his sophomore season of  varsity 
football he missed four games 
because of  a dislocated collar-
bone. As a sophomore, he rushed 

only 16 times, gained 80 yards 
and scored two touchdowns. A 
healthy junior season, however, 
enabled him to get 130 carries 
and average 5.7 yards per carry.

Delighted that his senior sea-
son of  football appears to be 
trending in a positive direction as 
far as pandemic regulations go, 
Gulla admired the way Franklin 
players adhered to all the rules 
(masks, distancing, and sanitiz-
ing) last spring. “My hope is that 
we’ll have a normal season this 
fall,” he said.

Calling his father (Chris) a 
role model for his support and 
encouragement, Gulla is acutely 
aware of  football’s valuable life 
lessons. “I’ve learned how to 
overcome adversity and how to 
be a leader and a good team-
mate,’’ he said. “Football also 
builds character, and it helps to 
strengthen one’s work ethic.’’

Gulla’s high energy level and 
his quiet nature seem to come 
naturally. When he’s in Frank-
lin’s backfield, he’s serious, fo-
cused and locked in, and it’s that 
type of  intensity that sent MVP, 
all-star and captain honors his 
way. And, it’s undoubtedly why 
his coach emphasizes, “Mack 
Gulla will be a good fit on a col-
lege roster.’’

All-purpose running back Mack 
Gulla takes a rare break on the 
sideline.

Mack Gulla relies on speed and against Taunton he used that asset enroute to three touchdowns.  

100% REACH

100% VIEWABILITY

100% TRANSPARENCY

Pre-Targeting selects the sites by the concentration  
of audience interest rather than specific content.

Pre-Targeting
TM

: The New Way 
to Buy Online Display Ads

Want to reach your target audience? 
Contact Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544 or by  
email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com  

today for more information.
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Greetings From 
Lifelong Learning! 

We’re Back and Looking Forward 
to Seeing You Again Soon! 

 
• Solutions Extended Day 
• Lifelong Community Learning 
• Lifelong Music Academy 

 
www.FranklinLifelongLearning.com 

FSPA Offers Performing Arts Education for Recreational Enjoyment or Serious Study
The Franklin School for the 

Performing Arts (FSPA) is still en-
rolling for the 21-22 school year. 

Proudly serving more than 
500 students annually from 45 
communities in Massachusetts’ 
Metro West region, the Franklin 
School for the Performing Arts is 
committed to quality education 
in the arts with exceptional cur-
riculum, outstanding professional 
faculty, and unwavering dedica-
tion to each and every student 
enrolled. Founded in 1985 by Di-
rector Raye Lynn Mercer, FSPA 
is a unique place where students 
of  all ages and levels of  ability 
participate in an array of  music, 
dance, and drama programs 
with professional instruction and 
extraordinary performing oppor-
tunities. With broad-based and 
varied curricula, FSPA guides 
students in the development of  
technique, creativity, and artis-
tic expression to last a lifetime. 
FSPA’s faculty boasts outstanding 
professional artists, performers, 
and teachers. Their impressive 
credentials are indicative of  the 
excellent instruction available 
in all programs. FSPA instruc-

tors strive to meet the individual 
needs of  each student, working 
to develop each student’s abilities 
to their own potential.  

Performance is an integral 
part of  an FSPA education and 
the school offers unrivaled per-
forming opportunities for stu-
dents throughout the year.  On 
the calendar annually are student 
recitals, concerts by faculty and 
guest artists, master classes, stu-
dent showcases, holiday shows, 
the school’s signature Spring 
Concert, and summer camps 
and intensives.  In addition, for 
students whose level of  interest 
is more focused, there are special 
performing ensemble opportuni-
ties available by audition.  

FSPA Alum Dan Gleason, 
currently in Wicked on Broad-
way, says of  his FSPA beginnings, 
” I owe a lot of  my consistent 
vocal health and technique to 
my years at FSPA. Healthy sing-
ing habits were ingrained in my 
body and now are second nature. 
FSPA set me up for success in life 
and I am so thankful for my years 
of  training in my hometown.”

Students who wish to attend 

FSPA for academic classes as well 
have the option of  FSPA Acad-
emy. FSPA Academy combines 
the flexibility of  a virtual edu-
cation with the practicality of  a 
schoolroom, and can accom-
modate professional opportuni-
ties, rehearsal, and performance 
schedules.  FSPA Academy part-
ners with TECCA, a virtual Mas-
sachusetts Public School. The 
curriculum is taught by licensed, 
certified teachers through a com-

bination of  Live Lessons and in-
dividual assignments.

THE BLACK BOX, home 
of  the Franklin Performing Arts 
Company (FPAC), a 200-seat 
flexible theater located behind 
FSPA, provides a professional 
venue for FSPA student produc-
tions, while FPAC offers oppor-
tunities by audition for student 
apprentice performers.

For more information about 
FSPA and its programs, visit 
www.FSPAonline.com, call (508) 
528-8668, or stop by 38 Main 
St. in Franklin. Follow FSPA on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
and YouTube. 

Have a Happy Autumn!

CBD • Disc Golf • Fine Cigars • Smoking Supplies
20% OFF ANY CBD PRODUCT

191 Mechanic St. #2, 
Bellingham, MA 02019  

508.657.0960

Bristol County Savings 
Bank Donates $25K to 
Franklin Fire

On Wednesday, August 18th, 
2021, Bristol County Savings 
Bank presented a generous do-
nation of  twenty five thousand 
dollars to the Franklin Fire De-
partment before the Franklin 

Town Council Meeting. 
This donation will support 

the fire department’s critical and 
life-saving efforts throughout the 
community.
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Together we can move our
community forward.

Visit www.natickservicecouncil.org or mail a check to:
Natick Service Council

2 Webster Street
Natick, MA 01760

Please consider making a donation so
the Natick Service Council can

continue to help our community.

The Top 10 Reasons “Why Giving Back Feels So Good.”
authOr: heather J. Culkeen

Charitable Foundation: 
Project Perseverance 

What does it mean to give 
back to society? Giving back or 
donating to causes close to your 
heart benefits both the charity 
and you. Contributing to your 
worthy causes has far more ben-
efits than you may realize.

Many give their time, talents, 
and/or money to the support 
community causes, which they 
hold dear to their heart. Giving 
back has also been shown to im-
prove quality of  life. So, to an-
swer the question, why is giving 
to charity so satisfying? Here are 
the top 10 reasons “why giving 
back feels so good.”

1. Bring meaning to your Life: 
By donating or giving back, 
you are creating opportu-
nities to meet people who 
believe in the same causes 
as you do. The interaction 
with like-minded people 
can inspire you to create a 

real impact on these causes. 
It can also infuse your life 
with a purpose or meaning 
in case you are stuck in a 
rut wondering why life is so 
stagnant. Giving back can 
reinvigorate your life.

2. Help others in need: There 
will never be a perfect time 
to give back as we are not 
living in a perfect world. But 
there are always  others who 
need help in tough situa-
tions.  A simple compliment 
to anyone, even a stranger, 
can brighten their day at 
no cost. It may even change 
their life. 

3. The Time is Now: Regardless 
of  the state of  the economy 
or the pending rise in taxes 
and interest rates, it is not 
only kind to donate to those 
in need. Our financial diffi-
culties hopefully last only a 
short time, but for those in 
need may could last a life-
time unless they get on the 

right path. For others more 
fortunate, just by providing 
a hand, donation, smile will 
go a long way to help those 
in need survive and thrive.

4. Strengthens personal val-
ues: When asked why they 
want to give back, 96% of  
people who participated in 
the research said that they 
are feel obliged to help oth-
ers. They said that it’s a 
moral duty which is rooted 
in their principles and per-
sonal values. Acting on 
these feelings is the respon-
sibility of  a human.

5. Teach generosity to chil-
dren: When children see you 
giving back, they will adopt 
the same attitude when they 
grow up. Many people stat-
ed that they learned how to 
give back from their parents 
and through personal ex-
periences. You are benefit-
ing humanity by teaching 
children to give, share, and 
donate.

6. Inspire friends and family: 
If  you educate your family 
and friends about your char-
itable donations after you’ve 
given back, they could be in-
spired to do the same. They 
mayt take your lead and do-
nate whatever they can, es-
pecially to communal issues 

like promoting health, pro-
viding opportunities to rise 
above obstacles, and allow-
ing others to achieve their 
goals. Giving back ignites a 
fire within you. 

7. Realize that small dona-
tions help: You don’t al-
ways have to donate large 
amounts to make a differ-
ence. Even small amounts 
could result in week’s, 
months, and possible years 
of  meals for starving chil-
dren or the much-needed 
medical help for elders. 

8. Improve Money Manage-
ment: You can also drive 
yourself  to be a better per-
sonal family financial man-
ager by allocating a specific 
amount to each donation 
each month. You can make 
donations, fund your fam-
ily’s education, retirement, 
and other financial goals 
this way.

9. Give, when you can’t vol-
unteer: In cases where 
you think that you should 
volunteer but are too busy 
to spend time for a worthy 
cause, you can donate mon-
ey. Money is just a work-
around for a time as it helps 
the organizations to acquire 
more resources that can im-
prove the cause.

10. Spreading the love: You 
can demonstrate that love 
exists by giving back to so-
ciety. While spreading love, 
charity gives people hope 
for humanity. If  you can’t 
afford to donate, consider 
how a tiny gesture could 
help you achieve your de-
sired feelings while also 
making others feel good 
about themselves.

Project Perseverance is dedi-
cated to organizing and funding 
rescue efforts as well as delivering 
contributions to local and early 
stage non-profit organizations. 
We support children, families, 
elders, and others experiencing 
challenges that make us stronger.  

To donate to Project Persever-
ance to help support our mission 
to give back, please email us at 
ProjectPerseverance888@gmail.
com with subject line: PP888.  
The QR Code and link will be 
emailed for you to donate. Please 
feel free to suggest a cause via 
email that you feel would benefit 
from our support as well. Thank 
You.

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT—

St. John’s Pumpkin Patch Open 
to Kids and Families

Pick your perfect pumpkin as 
you browse among hundreds of  
pumpkins and gourds. Hosted on 
the front lawn of  St. John’s Epis-
copal Church at 237 Pleasant 
St., Franklin, kids and families 
will enjoy searching for the best 
to take home. 

Shop Monday through Friday 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days and Sundays from 12 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.  

Select from hundreds of  
small, medium and large pump-
kins and gourds beginning Octo-
ber 2, 2021 through October 31, 

2021.  Children can also enjoy 
activities and games on the front 
lawn. 

The pumpkins and gourds are 
grown on a Navajo reservation 
in New Mexico and provide jobs 
for the people there. They use 
sustainable farming practices, so 
they’re gentle on the earth. 

If  you have any questions, call 
St. John’s Episcopal Church at 
(508) 528-2387.

Pick your perfect pumpkin at 
237 Pleasant Street. And remem-
ber: it’s cool to shop local!

Like us Facebook: St John’s 
Episcopal Church

View www.stjohnsfranklinma.
org

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

♦ Driveways  
♦ Parking Lots  
♦ Pressure Washing
♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair
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131 Morse Street  |  Foxboro  |  508-543-9417  |  woodforms.net
Hours: Monday - Thursday: 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Friday: 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. CLOSED Sunday

F i n e  C h e r r y  F u r n i t u r e

Made in MassachusettsCome visit our FACTORY and FACTORY SHOWROOM!

Made in Massachusetts

NOW OPEN! Saturdays9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

localtownpages

Reserve your space today by contacting  
Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544  

or by email at jenschofield@localtownpages.com

Coming November 2021
Reservation deadline: October 1

This holiday season, showcase your business in our 
Holiday Guide. Drive shoppers to your door with 
great gift ideas, catering options and everything to 

make the holidays joyful and bright.

Holiday 
Guide

Holiday 
Guide

Reach more than
80,000 homes with

Annual Santa Foundation 
Fundraiser at La Cantina 

September 10th
On September 10th, 2021, from 6-9 p.m., join The Santa 

Foundation for its annual fundraiser at La Cantina Winery. Both 
wine and beer will be served along with fresh pizza, live music, 
and great company.

With a $50 ticket purchase you will get:
Live entertainment food, access to an auction, and 2 drink 

tickets.
Purchase tickets or make a donation at www.sfjoy.org.
The Santa Foundation is a (501C-3) organization that benefits 

Franklin and surrounding com-munities. 

 .D. MURPHYJJCONSTRUCTION

Building • Remodeling • Additions
Kitchens • Baths • Replacement Windows • Decks • Garages

Since 1976

Licensed • Insured • Registered 508-376-5003

Looking to advertise your business? 
Contact Jen: 508 570 6544

Jenschofield@localtownpages.com 

Taste of ArtWeek Will Launch 

Weeklong Celebration

Event Saturday, April 27 Kicks Off Franklin ArtWeek (April 26-May 5)

By J.D. O’Gara

What is Franklin ArtWeek all 

about? Well, come get a taste!

Taste of ArtWeek, a kick-off  

celebration to Franklin Art-

Week, will be held on Saturday, 

April 27 from 4 - 8 pm. The 

festival will include food trucks, 

free live performances, a craft 

fair, and a hands-on crafts and 

demo tent on the Franklin Town 

Common, as well as a beer and 

wine garden and fine art exhi-

bition at Hayward Manor, and 

is intended to give attendees a 

“taste” of  what ArtWeek is all 

about. The kick-off  is being or-

ganized by the Franklin Cultural 

Council, in partnership with 

Random Smile Project charity. 

Proceeds from the event will 

benefit both organizations.

“Now that we’ve got one year 

of  Franklin ArtWeek under our 

belt, and they just passed a new 

regulation in Franklin to allow 

food trucks and beer gardens for 

the first time, and Franklin just 

got its Cultural District status, 

we thought this would be a fun 

way of  launching Franklin Art-

Week and kicking off  spring,” 

says Stacey David, of  the Frank-

lin Cultural Council. The idea 

grew from a smaller version of  

Taste of  Franklin ArtWeek last 

year at the Franklin Historical 

Franklin Teen  

Becomes Celtics 

Broadcaster of the Day

By J.D. O’Gara

On March 14th, Celtics fans 

catching the game play-by-play 

heard a voice a little younger, 

but no less professional, than 

usual when 14-year-old Ryan 

Martin, of  Franklin, joined 

Celtics sportscaster Sean 

Grande as a Celtics Broadcaster 

for a Day, a junior broadcast-

ing competition that has been 

sponsored by Arbella Insurance 

for the past few years. Young 

Martin also appeared on the 

TV Broadcast on NBC Sports 

Boston and was able to meet 

other Celtics broadcasters, par-

ticipate in the press conference 

and take photos on the court.

Ryan’s video submission 

won the spot among contes-

tants all over Massachusetts. 

“There was something very 

engaging and professional 

about him at that age. He re-

ally stood out. He was just tre-

mendous, and had his banter 
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Free to Every Home and Business Every Month 
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continued on page 2 

BROADCASTER

continued on page 9 

Presentations by Dean College dancers are among 45 different 

Franklin ArtWeek events that will take place from April 26-May 5th. 

The event will kick off with a huge Taste of ArtWeek celebration on 

April 27, 2019, from 4-8 p.m.

Barbara Todaro 

Marketing Agent

RE/MAX Executive Realty

Free Market Analysis

The Todaro Team

“Decades of Experience

Listing Franklin Homes”

508-444-9796 Tammy & Andy  

The Todaro Team

508-520-7900
OPEN YEAR ROUND

11:30 am - 9 pm • 7 days a week!

Spruce Pond Creamery

Organic
Beer

& Wine

Homemade 

Ice Cream

60 Flavors!

www.sprucepondcreamery.com

370 King St. (Exit 16) Franklin
Dine In or Take Out

WOOD OVEN THIN CRUST PIZZA 

America’s Only All Organic Pizzeria

No Artificial Colors or Flavors, Gluten-Free & Allergy Friendly
for 

Summer and Fall 

Register Now 

FSPA  

Music  Dance  Drama 
 

55 W Central Street, Franklin

508-397-7700

www.RealLivingRealtyGroup.com

WOW…work where you live! 

This home has everything.  

Zoning allows at home professional office space. 

Accountants, attorneys, insurance, travel, etc.  

High visibility near 495. 

660 King Street Franklin $450,000

Winning a Junior Broadcaster 

competition among kids all 

over Massachusetts, 14-year-

old Ryan Martin, of Franklin, 

became a Celtics Broadcaster 

for the Day last month, 

joining Celtics play-by play 

voice Sean Grande during a 

broadcast on March 14th.

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER



Page 24   Franklin Local Town Pages  |  www.franklintownnews.com  September 2021

 
Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com
www.jimhanewich.com

CONTACT JIM FOR ALL YOUR MORTGAGE NEEDS

Jim Hanewich’s 30 years of experience can assist you with First-Time homebuyer, FHA, 
VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment with Jim at 40 South Street, Suite 1, Wrentham, MA 02093. 

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575 MORTGAGE OFFICE

LAURA LOWE, REALTOR®
Coldwell Banker Realty
Serving Franklin~Canton~Metrowest~Cape Cod & Beyond!
C: 508.317.8768 | E: Laura.Lowe@NEmoves.com
lauralowesellsrealestate.cbintouch.com

THINK BUY ... THINK SELL ... THINK LAURA!
Discover a New Level of Marketing and Service in 

Today’s Real Estate Market
LAURA LOWE has the marketing expertise and industry experience to 
guide you through the home selling and buying process with confidence! 
LAURA LOWE will tend to the details so you can tend to the packing!

146 Main St. Unit 2E 
Norfolk MA 02056 
508-244-4448 

OFFERING: A 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 1 half bath Townhouse 
with 1,334 Sq. ft. +/- of living area, do not miss this one!!!

 
Terms of sale: The highest bidder shall be required to pay TEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 
($10,000.00) Dollars by certified, bank treasurers or cashier’s check at the time and place 
of the sale as a deposit.  All bidders must exhibit said required deposit to the auctioneer 
immediately prior to the auction sale in order to qualify as a bidder.  The balance of the 
purchase price is to be paid in cash or by certified, bank treasurers or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of the sale at the Offices of David E. Silverman, Silverman & 
Esposito, and 264 Main Street, P.O. Box 245, Oxford, MA 01540.  

Other terms to be announced at the sale…

Mortgagee’s Sale of Real Estate
FRANKLIN, MA

To be sold on the premises known and numbered as
113 HIGHWOOD DRIVE, UNIT#133, HIGHWOOD CONDOMINIUM III

FRANKLIN, MASSACHUSETTS
“Where Auctioneer’s Red Flag is displayed”

“DO NOT MISS THIS ONE”
“TOWNHOUSE-INVESTMENT”

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH, 2021
Time of sale: 1:00 P.M.

David E. Silverman, Esquire
Silverman & Esposito

264 Main Street
P.O. Box 245

Oxford, MA 01540
(508) 987-2707

Francis J. Trapasso & Associates
Constables & Auctioneers

84 Park Avenue
Worcester, MA 01609

Mass. License No. 252/NH. License No: 6125
(508) 798-0287

www.ftrapasso.com

FISH of Franklin: Volunteers Needed!
FISH of  Franklin is an organization that pro-

vides rides to Franklin residents who need help get-
ting to their medical appointments. You can help! 
Volunteers aged 21 and over are needed to:

• Drive Franklin residents to medical appoint-
ments; or

• Check phone lines Monday through Friday and 
match requests with rides.

Each volunteer is asked to commit to one day 
a month to either drive or manage the phone line.

Interested in volunteering? Call Chris at (508) 
553-3023. 

Need a ride? Call FISH at (508) 528-2121.

Vallee Jewelers Suspect 
Arrested, Charged

At this time the Franklin Police Department has 
formally charged Patrick MARANDA, age 32 of  
North Attleboro, Massachusetts with the following 
offenses:

• MGL 266/16 B&E NIGHTIME FOR FELONY

• MGL 266/20 Larceny from a Building

• MGL 266/126A Vandalize Property

An arrest warrant for MARANDA was issued 
on August 10, 2021. Working with the North Attle-
boro Police, MARANDA was taken into custody 
and then brought back to Franklin Police for pro-
cessing at approximately 3 p.m. on August 10th.

MARANDA was arraigned at the Wrentham 
District Court on Wednesday August 11th.

Franklin Police extends its thanks to our Law 
Enforcement partners, including the assistance of  

the Massachusetts State Police Crime Scene Ser-
vices Unit for their help in bringing this case for-
ward.

The Franklin Police Department is aware that 
much attention was drawn to the clothing the sus-
pect was wearing in the video. The company, who 
self-identified publicly as Reilly Tree and Land-
scape of  Plainville came forward early in the in-
vestigation and worked with our investigators to 
identify the individual. Their cooperation assisted 
this investigation tremendously.

Questions about the status of  this case should 
now be referred to the Norfolk County District At-
torney’s Office.

All defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt.
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LISTINGS

SOLDS

Lorraine Kuney
508-380-9938

lorrainekuney@gmail.com
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

14 Pear Tree Lane

Franklin

57 Greywolf Drive

Franklin

8 Eagle Drive

Franklin

3 Bridle Path

Franklin

Experience. Service. Trust.
You Will Always Score a  

Touchdown  
 When You Buy or Sell a Home

 with Lorraine Kuney 
Call her Today 508-380-9938

223 Farm Street

Blackstone

267 Ridge Road

Athol
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308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696

“Susan guided us through 
buying our forever home and 
selling our long time family 
home. Her professionalism, 
enthusiasm and kindness 

made a typically overwhelming 
experience seamless.”

~Marybeth C.125 East Central Street, Franklin 59 Cottage Street, Franklin 4 Autumn Lane, Walpole 1812 Franklin Crossing, Franklin

Susan Morrison Eileen Mason Susan Morrison Eileen Mason

UAG UAG UAG

Susan Morrison
617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen Mason
508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.com

#1 Brokerage in New England

Source:  RE/MAX Integra

UAG

995 West Street, Wrentham 18 Hayden Lane, Franklin 3 Downingwood Drive, Frankin 392 Martello Road, Franklin

Eileen Mason Susan Morrison Susan Morrison Eileen Mason

SOLDUAG

“Eileen was such a great 
choice for our family. She was 

very dedicated. She did not 
rush us to make a decision, 

helped us think through pros 
and cons of the places we 

visited, was very available to 
visit properties with us and 

was super patient. Extremely 
professional and on top of 
everything related to the 

process. Would recommend 
her in a heartbeat!”

Juliana & Lester

 Please Call Us Today For Your Complimentary Market Analysis!

Don’t miss the bus!
Now is a great time to sell!

SOLD UAG

 

Now is the time to buy or sell your home. 
Take advantage of  this real estate market! 

Contact me for a free market analysis

(774) 248-4630
abertonerealty@gmail.com

anitagreathome.com

FREE VA Home Loan Mortgage Seminar
Mike Shain of  Bay Equity 

Home Loans will host a free VA 
Loan seminar at 6:30 p.m., Sept. 
22 at Keefe Regional Technical 
School, Room 206.

VA loans are available exclu-
sively to active-duty personnel, 
veterans, reservists and National 
Guard, as well as to surviving 
spouses of  veterans. They can be 

used for purchases or refinances. 
Down payments are as low as 
0% with no private mortgage 
insurance

Pre-registration is required. 
Call (508) 416-2170 or visit www.
Keefeatnight.org. Click “classes” 
and locate “FREE – Under-
standing and Using your VA 
Home Loan Benefits” in the “Fi-

nancial Planning” category.
Keefe Regional Technical 

School is at 750 Winter Street 
in Framingham. This event is 
held in conjunction with Keefe 
at Night Continuing Education. 
Registrants will need to adhere to 
safety protocols in place at time 
of  attendance.

6th Annual K9 5K 
September 19 in 
Hopkinton

Join the Massachusetts Veterinary Medical Association 
Charities (MVMA Charities) and 

Ashland Sporting Association on Sunday, September 19th 
at the Metrowest YMCA Family Outdoor Center in Hopkin-
ton for the 6th annual Metrowest K95K: www.metrowestk95k.
com!

• 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Health and Fitness Fair/Activities 

• 10 a.m.: 5K Start Time 

Come for the dog-friendly 5K and stay for the activities in-
cluding doggy demonstrations, pet vendors, free face painting, 
entertainment, ice cream, and more. Fun for the whole family! 
All registered runners/walkers will receive a race t-shirt, dog 
tag medal, and free lunch. 

Fundraising and sponsorship from this event benefits 
MVMA Charities and its animal welfare programs that pro-
vide life-saving support to animals in need. Learn more about 
their initiatives at www.mvmacharities.org. 

To learn more about this event and to register visit www.
metrowestk95k.com or find us on Facebook at @Metrow-
estK95K 
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