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www.bkindcafe.com
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A war for territorial dominance in South County between Amazon and Walmart that 
will have both a good and bad impact makes for “an interesting paradox,” State 
Rep. Joe McKenna tells a crowd gathered for the Webster-Dudley-Oxford Cham-
ber’s annual legislative breakfast at Samuel Slater’s Restaurant in Webster on No-
vember 6. Sen. Ryan Fattman, seated, and Rep. Peter Durant also took part.

Legislators see war 
between Amazon and 
Walmart heating up
By Rod Lee
There was good news and bad 
news for businesspersons attend-
ing the Webster-Dudley-Oxford 
Chamber of Commerce’s legisla-
tive breakfast at Samuel Slater’s 
Restaurant in Webster on Novem-
ber 6, as State Reps. Joe McKenna 
and Peter Duran and State Sen. 
Ryan Fattman offered candid ap-
praisals of the health of the region 
and the Commonwealth.
	 The legislators (Rep. Paul Frost 
of Auburn was not able to attend) 
covered a host of topics, including 
the economy, redistricting, unem-

ployment insurance, American 
Rescue Plan funding, the hiring cri-
sis, affordable housing and more. A 
robust Q&A session followed.
	 Speaking first on a sunny morn-
ing with his back to Webster Lake 
in the restaurant’s dining room, 
Sen. Fattman said Massachusetts 
“for the most part is in a fairly 
strong” position even though “this 
has been a very challenging time 
period.”
	 Referring specifically to the toll 
the coronavirus pandemic has 
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Millie the sheep, painted by Linda Littleton.

The Webster Dudley Business Alli-
ance gathered for their 15th annual 
meeting on October 26, at the new 
Samuel Slater Experience located 
at 31 Ray Street in Webster. Mem-
bers and guests enjoyed light fare 
provided by Big Belly Café. Carl 
Kaliszewski, vice president, was 
master of ceremonies and intro-
duced guest speaker Chris Robert, 
founder of the SSE, who gave the 
audience a brief synopsis of what 
inspired him to pursue its creation, 
not only to honor Samuel Slater, 
but also as an homage to the town 
of Webster in its heyday.

 	 After reviewing the past year’s 
events, updates and news, presi-
dent Lucas Perzan announced that 
“Millie the Shop Local Sheep,” 
sponsored by The WDBA, would 
be available to member businesses 
for display at their location on a 
rotating basis. A sign-up sheet was 
provided for anyone interested. 
Members who were not in atten-
dance but would like to add their 
name to the list may email con-
tact@thewdba.org.
 	 The election of officers and 
board members for 2021-2022 are 
as follows: President, Lucas Per-

zan of Insation Technologies; Vice 
President, Carl Kaliszewski of 511 
Financial; Treasurer, Kim Labbe 
of The Smart Shopper; Secretary, 
Mark Marzeotti of The Marzeo-
tti Group; Board Directors: Deb 
Horan of Booklovers’ Gourmet; 
Halina Jachimczyk of Webster 
First Federal Credit Union; Erica 
LaBonte of B.Kind Café; Jessica 
Sabine of The Rose Room; Ta-
mara Taft of The Smart Shopper; 
Alternate Director: Nancy Healy 
of Citadel Company. Exiting board 
members were also acknowledged 

WDBA meeting at Samuel Slater Experience

FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.
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taken on the local econo-
my, Mr. Fattman said “we 
have moved beyond that, 
thankfully. The injection of 

stimulus money” helped 
local industries, especially 
restaurants, which were “hit 
hard. We changed laws, we 
passed drinks-to-go.”
	 Likewise, when it became 
apparent during real-estate 
transactions that “people 

couldn’t go into homes to 
conduct fire inspections, 
we found ways to do it vir-
tually—and some of these 
changes should probably 
stay in place.”
	 With the growth of the 
state’s population, which 
Sen. Fattman described as 
a positive, “I used to have 
fourteen communities, now 
I have eighteen, but I lost 
Milford and Bellingham and 
I spent a lot of time in Mil-
ford,” he said, with a tone of 
regret.
	 Some of his constituents 
may not realize how large 
Sen. Fattman’s Worcester 
and Norfolk district is, a tall 
order in terms of a commit-
ment to coverage for a leg-
islator with a growing fam-
ily (a new baby is on the 
way). “Blackstone to Upton 
to Monson, 61 miles, it takes 
two hours to go from Wales 
to Upton,” he said.
	 He termed a bill under 
consideration on Beacon 
Hill on how $3.8 million in 
American Rescue Plan funds 
would be used, “a dream 
bill for some,” particularly 
since a portion of that will 
go towards unemployment 
insurance. But there is also 
“a once in a million oppor-
tunity to address infrastruc-
ture concerns, especially 
water,” he said.
	 Tax revenues “are up, 
we’re in good shape, some of 
that money should go back 
to the people, we should 
consider giving people a tax 
break,” he asserted.
	 With redistricting, “my 
district didn’t change 
much,” Rep. McKenna, fol-
lowing Sen. Fattman, said. 
“Oxford is still split between 
Paul Frost and me.
	 “It will be good to finally 
get this (American Rescue 
Plan) money out the door. 
There is a small amount for 

companies that didn’t quali-
fy for PPE money, which is 
good, some businesses that 
started during COVID-19 
didn’t qualify” the first time 
around.
	 (At his table, Todd Dona-
hue of bankHometown, pre-
senting sponsor of the break-
fast, said “we arranged PPE 
loans of $1400 to $1.3 million, 
and those businesses that 
got the lower amount were 
just as happy”).
	 Rep. McKenna raised a 
warning flag on unemploy-
ment. “Some families re-
ceived a ton of money and 
are now getting letters say-
ing they owe thousands. We 
are looking at a waiver” to 
deal with that, he said.
	 He pointed out too that 
with Amazon moving aggres-
sively to set up operations in 
Charlton and Uxbridge, jobs 
will be created but “some 
communities don’t need a 
thousand new jobs. This 
makes for an interesting par-
adox.”
	 “There will be good and 
bad impacts,” Rep. Du-
rant, next in line to speak, 

agreed. “We are watching 
that closely.”
	 Sen. Fattman is paying 
close attention to Amazon’s 
inroads, too. “Amazon spent 
$8.5 million for 120 acres in 
Uxbridge, on the old Seren-
dipity land, which puts Ama-
zon right in direct competi-
tion with Walmart and they 
will go to war, Walmart has 
its own plans for expansion” 
in the same territory, he said.
	 Rep. Durant’s 6th Worces-
ter District “doesn’t change 
one bit,” he said. With cre-
ation of an overlay district in 
Webster and Dudley, “both 
towns benefit,” he said. In 
an announcement that came 
as news to some, he said the 
former Stevens Linen fac-
tory on the Webster-Dudley 
line is at long last being eyed 
for “a major redevelopment, 
housing, meeting space, 
weddings. It will help revital-
ize that waterfront. We need 
housing to support people 
coming in for work. The 
overlay is the first step.”
	 All three legislators ex-
pressed puzzlement over 
the reluctance of many peo-

ple to go back to work, and 
with the frustration of some 
businesses, like the VNA, 
not being able to compete 
with companies offering 
$25 an hour (Sen. Fattman 
said Blair House in Milford 
finds itself paying a nurse 
$90 an hour in some cases 
“because of the upward 
pressure and this is tough 
work, it’s not $16.50 an hour 
to pour coffee”).
	 Sen. Fattman struck a so-
bering note as well in con-
cern over the rising cost of 
goods and services.
	 “The inflationary compo-
nent over the next ten years 
is very scary,” he said.
	 Not as frightening, how-
ever, was the situation he 
encountered on a recent 
family road trip when he 
walked into a gas station in 
Wyoming masked “and the 
woman attendant thought I 
was robbing her!”
	 Sen. Fattman generated 
laughs, though, when, in 
response to a query about 
whether people who refuse to 
go with a mandate for vacci-
nations will be able to get un-
employment he said “I don’t 
think I’ve ever met anyone in 
Massachusetts who is not eli-
gible for unemployment!”
-------------------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com 
or 774-232-2999.

CLARIFICATION: 
Town of Oxford Special Election for Selectman Can-
didate Norman LeBlanc’s quote relating to imminent 
work on Main St. in the previous issue of the Xpress 
should have read “it will be at least five to six years 
before” this can begin (years, not months).
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16 NEGUS ST., 
WEBSTER MA 
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Stop in for Stop in for 
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SpecialsSpecials

Unique Stocking Unique Stocking 
StuffersStuffers

Discounts on allDiscounts on all
retail productsretail products
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Cornerstone Creations

HOME & GARDEN CONCRETE ART

Custom colors, finishes and paint

layouts available upon request.

548 Main St. Sturbridge MA 508.347.0888� � �

(Route 20, next to Sportsmans Cellar)

All pieces made and finished

hereby local artists.

Evening Art Classes Now Available

� � � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� � � �

� �

Benches Birdbaths Statuary Wall Hangings Gargoyles
Stepping Stones Memorial Stones & Markers Books Angels
Fairies & Fairie Doors Dragons Gnomes Incense & Holders

Buddhas Greenmen & Greenwomen Goddesses Toads & Frogs
Celtic Crosses Suns & Moons.....Plus so much more!

Visit our NEW LOCATION
71 Main St., 

Sturbridge, MA
   Open Thurs. & Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. & Sun. 10am-5pm

71 Main St., Sturbridge, MA • 508-347-0888
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WDBA
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Jim’s Christmas Trees
$2500

Jim also has a 
PREMIUM TREE SECTION

•Tall Trees up to 20’ or taller
•Wreaths up to 84’ 

•Log Boxes •Kissing Balls
•Bundles of Brush 

•Trees with stands $25

Custom Made 
Wreaths to order

COME SEE OUR LIGHTS AND CARTOON CHARACTERS!
25 Hammond Hill Rd., Charlton, MA 01507
www.jimschristmastrees.com • 508-248-6595
9 a.m.-9 p.m. 7 DAYS A WEEK • Retail/Wholesale

Be safe
Wear a
Mask!

AND UP

New England PatriotsFREE Halftime Promotions &Special Game Day Menu

All CollegeAll College
& NFL Football& NFL Football
Games Special Games Special 

Game DayGame Day
MenuMenu

CHECK OUT OUR NEW INTERIOR CHECK OUT OUR NEW INTERIOR 

  2 New Bars  2 New Bars
Over 30 TVs!  Not a bad seat in the house!

NEW! 
NEW! Live  Live  

Entertainment/

Entertainment/

Acoustic
Acoustic

2 Bars Every 

2 Bars Every 

Fri. & Sat.
Fri. & Sat.

8 p.m.
8 p.m.

Reserve Your 
Holiday Party Today.

30-260 Guests
Private & Corporate Events

Rts. 12/20, 917 Southbridge St., Auburn, MA  • 508-832-9705 • janthonysgrill.com

NEW!NEW!Craft Cocktails
Craft Cocktails& Craft Beer
& Craft BeerSelectionSelection

The Tastiest Card You’ll Receive All Season

Come out to see Santa drive through Webster on Sat-
urday, December 11 beginning at 5 p.m. (times ap-
proximate).  The parade will start at Memorial Beach, 
travel all of East Main St. to South Main, and continue 
on through Main St.

AUBURN - The town’s 9th annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony will take place on 
Friday, December 3, 6:00 p.m. next to 
Fire Station headquarters, 47 Auburn 
Street. Featured will be  a sing-a-long and 
caroling with the Auburn High School 
Marching Band, Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, Invocation by Reverend Douglas 
Geeze and a special guest appearance 
by Santa Claus.
	 There will be hot cocoa, coffee and 
cookies baked by Bay Path Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School culinary 
arts students.
	 The Town of Auburn wishes residents 
and visitors a happy, healthy holiday 
season. Thanks to Stearns Electric, Inc. 
for donating their time and labor.

Christmas Tree 
Lighting

The Samuel Slater Experience hosted the annual meeting and election of 
officers of the Webster Dudley Business Alliance.

and thanked, including Ca-
ryl Savard of Caryl’s Studio 
& Creative Design, Deborah 
Keefe of DAK Property Man-
agement and Bill Sabine of 
The Rose Room.
	 Once the formal portion of 
the meeting was conducted, 

attendees were led in smaller 
groups for a grand tour of the 
state of the art facility, featur-
ing a replica ship and water 
wheel, mill housing and ma-
chinery, artifacts, holograph-
ic displays with full audio/
visual effects and a full size 
street scape of “Boomtown 
Webster.” A few lucky guests 

tried their hand at designing 
their own fabric pattern and 
publishing their own article 
in The Webster Times.
	 The WDBA would like to 
thank all of those in atten-
dance and The Samuel Slater 
Experience for hosting this 
event and look forward to the 
official opening of this wonder-

ful asset to the community.
 	 All local businesses are 
invited to join the WDBA as 
we move forward in our mis-
sion to support and promote 
each other by keeping rev-
enue in the local economy. 
For a full list of member ben-
efits or for an application, 
visit www.thewdba.org. 

Holiday tree lighting in Oxford
Join us for the an-
nual Holiday Tree 
Lighting t the Oxford 
Bandstand on De-
cember 5 at 5 p.m. 
Enjoy music by the 
OHS band, refresh-
ments, a visit from 
Santa and the of-
ficial lighting of the 
tree.
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800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

Specializing in New and Used Tires
BEAT THE RUSH! SNOW WILL BE HERE SOON!

GET YOUR SNOW TIRES NOW!

Most brands 
not in stock 
can usually 
be ordered 
in one day

Website: dickstirebarn.com • Email: dickstire03@aol.com

508-248-4811508-248-4811
1 Horne Homestead Rd. (Rt. 20), Charlton, MA 01507
Hours: Monday thru Friday 8:30 to 5:00 / Saturday 8:30 to 3:00

MAPFRE Insurance employees pose for a photo on a sunny fall day at Webster Lake, where they picked up litter and debris 
around Memorial Beach. The event was part of MAPFRE’s Volunteering Program, which provides opportunities for em-
ployees to give back to the community. Pictured from left to right: David Caña, Kris Meunier, Bonnie Kapitanyan, Jonathan 
Moore, Hannah Manca, Robert Roache, Kim Farrell, Angela Todd and Marianne Sroczenski.

MAPFRE’s Volunteering Program

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, 

Personal Care, Case Management, 
Recreation, Nutrition 

and Transportation Services.

Homey, Fun, Secure, Safe, Clean

CDC/MA  COVID-19 Compliant

Ultraviolet Air Cleaning System

72 East Main Street, Webster (near CAP Auto & The Flower Garden)
Books • Coffee • GiftsBooks • Coffee • Gifts

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 • Open till 6 p.m. on Wednesday
 www.bookloversgourmet.com • 508-949-6232

Shop online: bookshop.org/shop/bookloversgourmet

ALL DAY DEALS!
OPEN 10-5!

Get all your books, unique gifts & cards for the holidays!

Open All Winter
Come explore our wide open spaces 
and New England downtowns & villages
Visit TheLastGreenValley.org 
or call 860-774-3300

National Heritage Corridor
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Chief’s corner

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department
With the passing of Hallow-
een, my favorite holiday 
of the year, Thanksgiving, 
is right around the corner.  
The pandemic has certainly 
changed many things in our 
lives and certainly makes 
us appreciate the ability to 
gather. Take time to enjoy 
this time of the year and 
hopefully, we will all be able 
to enjoy the festivities and 
excitement of the Christmas 
holiday season soon.  
	 People who like to get 
a jump on their holiday 
purchases will be buying 
gifts now in preparation for 
the season. This may be 
even more prevalent this 
year, due to the continued 
impacts of the pandemic.  
Shipping delays can also 
be a challenge. More and 
more people are shopping 
on-line. By doing this, they 
can avoid the crowds and 
lines at malls and simply 
shop from the convenience 
of home. This results in an 
influx of package deliver-
ies. With thefts of packages 
left on doorsteps prevalent 
during this time of the year, 
I wanted to provide some 
safety tips as a reminder for 
everyone.
	 The number one goal of 

on-line purchasing is to re-
ceive your items in a timely 
manner. Packages should 
be delivered to your resi-
dence if you will be there or 
to a trusted family member, 
friend, or neighbor. Leaving 
items unattended outside 
your home can be risky. If 
the item is taken illegally, 
you may not be aware of this 
until long after the incident. 
The best method of ensuring 
your delivery arrives safe 
is to arrange in advance to 
have these packages deliv-
ered while someone is at 
home or to leave them with 
a person you know.
	 It is always important to 
track your packages while 
they are in transit. Most 
companies provide track-
ing numbers and have 
up to date information on 
where your package is lo-
cated. Check this process 
early and often.  This can be 
done over the phone or on-
line.  If you experience any 
problems or have questions, 
contact the company or per-
son who is responsible for 
shipping your package. Safe-
guarding your investment is 
important to make sure your 
holidays are happy and not 
frustrating.
	 Speaking of gifts, and with 

the holiday season soon 
upon us, our department 
will once again be collect-
ing Christmas gift donations 
for resident families in need. 
New unwrapped toys and 
clothing can be brought to 
the Dudley Police Depart-
ment at 71 West Main Street. 
Of need in the past were 
gifts for children between 
the ages of 10 – 15 years old. 
Monetary donations as well 
as gift cards to area busi-
nesses are also accepted. 
Anything remaining is dis-
tributed locally (at places 
such as Webster/Dudley 
Food Share) for families 
on our two towns.  Checks 
should be made payable to 
the “Dudley Police Associa-
tion” with a special note for 
the Holiday Drive.  Sergeant 
Marek Karlowicz, Officer 
Chandler Boyd, and Officer 
Luis Pacheco will once again 
lead this year’s drive. Their 
efforts are greatly appreci-
ated. The Dudley Police De-
partment thanks everyone 
in advance for their con-
tinued generosity. Despite 
what many may believe, 
people in our area have a 
need and, thanks to you, 
we have assisted numerous 
local families in the past.  
Anything you can give will 

help bring some happiness 
to those who would other-
wise go without during this 
holiday season.
	 On a side note, we have 
been experiencing some 
difficulties with our depart-
ment Facebook page. We are 
working on this and hope to 
have this corrected shortly 
to be back on-line soon.  
The S word
	 Even though we have en-
joyed some unusually warm 
weather recently, none of 
us truly believe this will last 
forever. This time of year, we 
prepare for the bad four-let-
ter word that begins with S, 
Snow. Winter is just around 
the corner. Let’s hope for it 
to be uneventful. Before it 
begins in all its glory, I want-
ed to take this opportunity 
to remind residents of the 
winter parking regulations 
once again.  Plowing and 
sanding is always a concern 
of our local Highway Super-
intendent, Mr. Jeff Murray.  
Many people are unaware 
of the difficulties involved 
in keeping the streets clear.  
I hope to provide everyone 
with a little further informa-
tion.
	 Article 280 Section 3 of 
Dudley’s By-laws autho-
rizes the towing of vehicles 

interfering with snow re-
moval.  When an emergency 
is declared, vehicles are 
not allowed to park on any 
Town controlled way if they 
interfere with snow or ice 
removal operations. The 
Superintendent of Streets 
may remove or cause to be 
removed any vehicle inter-
fering with this operation.  
For snow removal purposes, 
any accumulation can enact 
this provision.  In most in-
stances, a prediction of two 
inches or more, will result 
in the parking ban.  Your ve-
hicle can be towed.  We will 
make every effort to notify 
residents of the parking ban 
as early as possible.  This 
usually includes reverse 
“911” calls, social media 
posts, and media notifica-
tions.  People can also call 
our department at 508-943-
4411, or check the Dudley-
ma.gov web site, whenever 
there may be a question.
	 Street parking is not only 
an issue in densely populat-
ed areas.  During storms, it 
can be a problem on many 
dead ends or lesser trav-
eled roads.  Some people 
will park cars on the street 
in advance of a storm, to 
have their driveway clear 
for their own plowing.  Iron-

ically, the Town is trying 
to keep the roads free of 
vehicles for the same pur-
pose.  When plow trucks 
are forced to plow around 
parked vehicles, it creates 
ice problems and other haz-
ards.  The highway workers 
must return at another time 
to complete the operation.  
This situation doubles ef-
forts and wastes time, fuel, 
and money.  I am encour-
aging all residents to vol-
untarily comply with these 
restrictions and assist the 
Town employees with pro-
viding safe roads on which 
to travel.  The last thing any-
one wants is their vehicle 
towed.  We wish to avoid 
this as well.  In addition, 
people do not wish to be 
responsible for an accident 
or injury. Your cooperation 
and assistance is greatly ap-
preciated.  
-------------------------------------------------
	 Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments.  Please 
send them to me at the Dud-
ley Police Department 71 West 
Main St. Dudley, Ma. 01571 or 
email at swojnar@dudleypolice.
com.  Opinions expressed in this 
weekly column are those of Chief 
Wojnar only and unless clearly 
noted, do not reflect the ideas or 
opinions of any other organiza-
tion or citizen.  

Preparing for the holidays and the “S” word

Located inside DunkinLocated inside Dunkin

CIGAR & GIft boutIque

170 Thompson Road, Webster, MA • 508-949-1110

25%
OFF

Come in and see our selection of 
Luca & Danni Papaya, 

Vera Bradley....
and Much More!

Any 
Vera Bradley Product

Located inside Dunkin

Bella Lu

10%
OFF

Any Purchase
Excludes cigars

Buy 4 Cigars

Get 1 FREE
Of equal or less value

NOW HIRING
Part-time

Sales AssociateInquire Within

Buy 4 Cigars Get 1  
Of equal or less value. Not to be combined with any other coupons or offers. 

FREE50%
OFF

Any 1 
Vera Bradley 

ItemNot to be combined with any other coupons or offers. 

170 Thompson Road, Webster , MA  •  508-949-1110170 Thompson Road, Webster , MA  •  508-949-1110
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Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

UMass Memorial Health – Harrington 
opened new adult psychiatric unit
WEBSTER – The UMass Me-
morial Health – Harrington 
Behavioral Health Depart-
ment is expanding its adult 
inpatient services with the 
opening of a new Adult Psy-
chiatric Unit (APU) at its Web-
ster campus located at 340 
Thompson Road. 
 	 On Thursday, October 28, 
UMass Memorial Health – 

Front (l to r) - Doug Brown, CAO and President, Community Hospitals UMass Memorial Health; Brooke 
Doyle, Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of Mental Health,; Eldi Nissenbaum Director of 
Inpatient Psychiatric Unit; Dr. Richard Listerud, Chief of Psychiatry. Back - Joe McKenna, Massachusetts 
State Representative; Ed Moore, President of UMass Memorial Health - Harrington; Randy Becker, Har-
rington Board Chair and member of the Strategy Committee; Dr. Daryl Blaney, Medical Director of Inpa-
tient Psychiatry; Greg Mirhej, Vice President of Behavioral Health Services.

Harrington held an official 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony in 
honor of the expansion and 
relocation of the new unit. 
Those in attendance includ-
ed Brooke Doyle, Commis-
sioner of the Massachusetts 
Department of Mental Health 
(DMH); Doug Brown, CAO 
& President of Community 
Hospitals for UMass Memo-

rial Health; and Ed Moore, 
President of UMass Memorial 
Health – Harrington, along 
with local legislators and sev-
eral members of Harrington’s 
Board of Directors. 
 	 The new APU will replace 
an existing unit that is cur-
rently located in Harrington 
Hospital’s Southbridge Cam-
pus. The new unit in Webster 
will consist of 24 newly reno-
vated inpatients beds and will 
help to address the significant 
shortage of behavioral health 
services in the Common-
wealth. 
 	 In addition to the Inpatient 
Adult Psychiatric Unit, UMass 
Memorial Health – Har-
rington’s Webster Campus in-
cludes a 16-bed Co-Occurring 
Disorder inpatient unit, as well 
as a full continuum of outpa-
tient behavioral health ser-
vices, including Partial Hos-
pital and Intensive Outpatient 
programs and Addiction Im-
mediate Care, as well as group 
therapy and counseling.

 	 “Our new Adult Inpatient 
Unit was made possible 
through a $1.2 million grant 
from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, along with 
the resources and support 
provided to us by our new 
partners within the UMass 
Memorial Health leadership,” 
said Ed Moore, President of 
UMass Memorial Health – 
Harrington. 

 	 “Through our ongoing part-
nership with the Massachu-
setts Department of Mental 
Health, we’ve been able to 
become one of the very few 
healthcare organizations to of-
fer a continuous care model of 
mental health and addiction 
treatment,” Moore said. “This 
model provides care for indi-
viduals all the way from crisis 
intervention through treatment 
and ongoing recovery and 
support. This expansion rep-
resents the latest step forward 
in our commitment to provide 
the best care possible to our 
patients.” 
 	 “This move is something 
that we’ve wanted to do for a 
long time,” said Greg Mirhej, 
Vice President of Behavioral 
Health Services at UMass Me-
morial Health – Harrington. 
“Not only does this new unit 
offer an improved environ-
ment of recovery for our 

patients requiring inpatient 
psychiatric care, it also cen-
tralizes our behavioral health 
services to one location. Ad-
ditionally, it will strengthen 
the ability for patients to ac-
cess continuous care in one 
convenient location through-
out their entire treatment 
journey and road to recov-
ery.”
 	 “The pandemic has exac-
erbated the behavioral health 
crisis we were already in 
before March of 2020,” said 
Eric Dickson, MD, president 
and CEO of UMass Memo-
rial Health. “The communities 
we serve in Central Massa-
chusetts deserve to have the 
best care when it comes to 
behavioral health.  The open-
ing of the Webster Behavioral 
Health Unit at UMass Memo-
rial Health-Harrington is an 
important resource to provide 
that kind of world-class care.”

Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Souvenirs 
Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

   508-943-4900
154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

behind Wind Tiki in the 
Sterling Realty Building
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The dramatic painting atop the Merchant Marines monument in 
Webster’s Court of Honor was done by local artist Dave Laabs 
of The Airbrush Shack.

A monument honoring the United States Merchant Marines 
(left)  is now complete and stands proudly in Webster’s Court of 
Honor. It was completed recently with the placing of a painting 
on top of the granite stone. Aparecido daSilva of Imperial Gran-
ite in Dudley donated and installed the granite for the painting. 
The project was spearheaded and designed by local veteran 
George Bibeau and completed in time for Veterans Day.

SUTTON  CHAIN  OF  LIGHTSSUTTON  CHAIN  OF  LIGHTS
Saturday, December 4th 10 am - 4 pm

Join us for a fun filled day through the rolling hills of 
Sutton visiting local businesses and community 
organizations as they open their doors to welcome the 
holidays. Travel on old fashioned FREE trolleys over 
two routes throughout town where you can shop, eat, 
and share holiday memories with friends and family.

Blackstone National Golf Course
Manchaug Mills
Vallencourt Folk Art
Puckihuddle Preschool
Sutton Police Department
First Congregational Church
Tailor Pros

Don’t miss the 
annual Tree Lighting 
on Sutton Common, 

Boston Road, 
at 5:00 p.m.

Visit https://suttonchainoflights.weebly.com for more details.

@suttonchainoflights

@suttonlights

2 TROLLEY ROUTES OFFERING A VARIETY OF HOLIDAY FUN 
(TROLLEY HUB: Sutton High School)

Crafts and unique gift items • Kids activities • Food offerings • Entertainment 

Pleasant Valley Crossing
Unibank
Market 32
Blackstone Dental
Sutton Children’s Dentistry
Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
Al’s Rubbish and Container Service

Dudley Gendron Post 414
St. Mark’s Church
Mickey’s Car Wash
Not to Miss by Car 
(Trolleys do not stop here!)
Eight Lots School House
Sleighbell Farm

E S T .  1 9 9 6  •  S U T T O N ,  M A

SLEIGHBELL FARM
F A R M F R E S H

FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY MASKS MUST BE WORN ON TROLLEYS AND BUSES.
Saturday, December 4

10 am to 4 pm

Don’t Forget
2nd Annual 2nd Annual 

Light Up Sutton Light Up Sutton 
Contest Contest 

This Year! 

Veterans Day 2021

Grand Marshal of the 2021 Veterans Day Parade was Francis 
John Mikolajczak. A certificate of appreciation was presented by 
Webster-Dudley Veterans Council Commander Victor Jankowski.

Pictured (l to r) Air Force veteran Lucy Rosemlund and Air 
Force Nurse Corps veteran Anita Hickey placed the wreath on 
the women’s monument.

Pictured above, veterans and organizations parade through 
Main St., Webster to the Court of Honor  in recognition of Veter-
ans Day on November 11.
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The Framer’s Gallery
Custom Framing • Experienced Designers • Photo Restoration 

567 SOUTHBRIDGE STREET, AUBURN MA

WWW.FRAMERSGALLERYMA.COM

508-832-6111

 

M o n d a y - T h u r s d a y  9 - 6
F r i d a y  9 - 5

S a t u r d a y  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t
S u n d a y  c l o s e d

HAPPY FALL YA’LL
COME IN EARLY 
FOR HOLIDAY 

CUSTOM FRAMING 

IR
T-

19
48

J-
A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Dennis Antonopoulos 
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St 
Auburn, MA 01501-1303 
508-832-5385

Athenascleanahs@yahoo.com

thena’s
Cleanahs

Business & Residential Cleaning Service

Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Decluttering

Carl 774-482-0089                         Karen  508-320-0465

Pictured (left to right) Sgt. Joseph Reed, Officer Thomas Motyka, District Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr., Officer Jacek Ochocki, Officer 
Francheska Cedeno and her son, and Webster Police Chief Michael Shaw.

DA Early honors Webster Officers who saved house fire victims
and Merit -- TEAM -- Award, 
which recognizes outstand-
ing service by those in pub-
lic safety.
	 “A single cigarette sparked 
a fire that threatened mul-
tiple homes and lives,” Mr. 
Early said. “Despite having 
no protective gear, these 
four officers didn’t hesitate 
to rush into the buildings 
and ensure the safety of 
all residents. Lives surely 
would have been lost if it 
were not for their bravery.”
	 While on patrol at 4:42 
a.m., Sgt. Reed reported 
a house fire on Robinson 
Street. The triple decker 

home was engulfed in 
flames. With high winds, the 
nearby home was in danger 
of catching fire. Acting quick-
ly, Reed, Ochocki, Cedeno, 
and Motyka ran into both 
houses, waking and evacuat-
ing all occupants.
	 “I am proud of the actions 
of these officers,” said Web-
ster Police Department Chief 
Michael Shaw. “They are a 
fine example of the caliber 
of Officer the Webster Po-
lice Department has in its 
employ. I am honored to be 
their Chief.”
	 All residents made it to 
safety and the Webster, Dud-
ley, Southbridge, Douglas 
and Sutton Fire Departments 
responded to combat the 
flames. 
	 Mr. Early created the 
TEAM Award in 2019 to 
recognize public safety em-
ployees who go above and 
beyond the call of duty. Con-
tact the Worcester County 
District Attorney’s Office at 
(508) 755-8601 to nominate 
someone for this award.

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231

990 North Woodstock Road, Southbridge, MA (Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
www.morse-lumber.com

CHRISTMAS TREESCHRISTMAS TREES
FRESH CUT OR FRESH CUT OR 
CUT YOUR OWN CUT YOUR OWN 

FROM OUR FROM OUR 
TREE FARMTREE FARM

Balsam, Fraser,Balsam, Fraser,  
Grand and Grand and 

Concolor FirsConcolor Firs
Blue, White and Blue, White and 

Black Hills SpruceBlack Hills Spruce

Christmas 
Trees available
starting Nov. 26 

8 am-6 pm
7 Days

Team award for police
To the editor,
	 I was one of the rescued people in the fire on Robinson 
Street.
	 The personnel who came into my apartment were thor-
ough, caring and special. They found me asleep in bed, led 
me out of my apartment and got me to safety. They and the 
fire personnel are true heroes. I m here today and so grateful 
for them.                                                         Theresa Voorhis

568 Main Street, Hudson, MA  
www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org 

(978) 562-9182

Museum Open 
Wed. - Sun. 
10 AM to 5 PM

Extraordinary museum featuring some of the world’s most rare 
tanks, armored vehicles and historic artifacts. Walk through the 

immersive WWII trench experience and captivating exhibits. 

WWII Symposium: 
Pearl Harbor - Inevitable 

or Infamy?
December 4th

Tickets on sale now.

WEBSTER– Worcester 
County District Attorney 
Joseph D. Early Jr. honored 

four Webster police officers 
for saving residents from a 
house fire. 

	 Sgt. Joseph Reed, Offi-
cer Jacek Ochocki, Officer 
Francheska Cedeno, and Of-

ficer Thomas Motyka were 
presented with the District 
Attorney’s Team Excellence 

WIT Dean’s List
BOSTON - The following lo-
cal students have made the 
Dean’s List at Wentworth In-
stitute of Technology for the 
Summer 2021 semester.
Abagayle Morin of Dudley.
Kevin Huang of Oxford.
David Peloquin of Oxford.
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508.422.0477
31 Thompson Rd., Unit 2, Webster, MA

info@insationtech.com • www.insationtech.com

Mon-Wed 
9AM-5PM
Thurs & Fri 
9AM-6PM 

Sat 9AM-2PM

1st Month

$500

DUDLEY – Nichols College 
has named Robin Frkal, 
PhD, to the position of as-
sociate dean for the Gradu-
ate School of Business and 
Professional Studies, and Al-
lison McDowell Smith, PhD, 
to associate dean for the 
Graduate School of Liberal 
Arts. 
	 Frkal, associate professor 
of human resource manage-
ment, has been at Nichols 
for three years. She is pro-
gram chair for the BS in hu-
man resource management 
and has been the director 
of the Master of Science in 
Organizational Leadership 
(MSOL) program. In her new 
role, she will oversee three 
of the four Nichols master’s 
programs: MBA, MSOL, and 
Master of Science in Ac-
counting. 
	 “Our current graduate 
business programs bring ex-
ceptional ROI for students. 
I look forward to working 
with staff and faculty to con-
tinue to innovate our gradu-
ate programs and get the 
word out that Nichols is the 

business school of choice,” 
said Frkal.
	 Prior to joining the Nich-
ols faculty, she was an as-
sistant professor of manage-
ment and directed the MBA 
program at Assumption 
University. Her research 
has focused on why women 
opt out of corporate leader-
ship and on women’s lead-
ership development pro-
grams.  Understanding the 
critical career moments and 
underlying themes behind 
women’s decisions to leave 
corporate leadership has 
practical human resources 
value for organizations fo-
cused on retaining female 
talent. 
	 A resident of Dudley, Frkal 
holds a BA in foreign affairs 
from Assumption, an MS in 
communication from Clark 
University, and an MS and 
PhD in human and organi-
zational systems from Field-
ing Graduate University. She 
also has a Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion in the Work-
place Certificate.
	 McDowell-Smith, associ-

Robin Frkal, PhD Allison McDowell Smith, PhD

Nichols College promotes two to associate dean
ate professor of criminal 
justice and counterterror-
ism, will oversee the Mas-
ter of Science in Counter-
terrorism (MSC) Program. 
She has been at Nichols for 
seven years, serving as the 
program chair for the BA 
in criminal justice and BS 
in criminal justice manage-
ment and the founding direc-
tor of the MSC Program, the 
first graduate program in the 
U.S. with a focus on violent 
extremism and leadership. 
	 “As an interdisciplinary 
researcher and educator, 
I strive to identify and ad-
vance criminological ap-
proaches that may be rel-
evant to violent extremist 
and terrorist thought and 
violence, offering unique 

perspectives on the often-
overlooked relationship 
between the two,” said Mc-
Dowell-Smith. She has spear-
headed pioneering innova-
tive approaches to shape 
understanding of violent 
extremism and terrorism 
globally while pursuing da-
ta-driven policy security so-
lutions and tackling unique 
proficiencies needed to un-
derstand the field of study at 
both private and public sec-
tor levels.
	 A resident of Ashford, 
Conn., She holds a BS in 
criminal justice from Roch-
ester Institute of Technol-
ogy, an MS in criminal jus-
tice administration from 
Niagara University and a 
PhD in business administra-

tion with a concentration in 
homeland security, leader-
ship, and policy from North-
central University.
	 McDowell-Smith is the 
co-founder and deputy 
director of the American 
Counterterrorism Targeting 
and Resilience Institute (AC-

TRI), a cross-disciplinary, 
nonprofit research organiza-
tion focused on the broad 
spectrum of transnational 
extreme-right, extreme-left, 
and militant jihadi political 
violence. She is also a con-
tributor to Homeland Secu-
rity Today.

CHARLTON - Five Bay Path 
Practical Nursing (PN) 
students —Rachel Carr of 
Thompson, CT, Jaelynn Co-
lon of Southbridge, Darcey 
Howe of Palmer, Rebecca 
Lorre of Oxford, and Mela-
nie Pariseau of Ware are 
winners in this year’s 
prestigious 2021Worcester 
Regional Chamber of Com-
merce and Worcester Wom-
en’s Leadership Committee 
scholarship. 
	 Stefanie Silva, Programs 
and Events Coordinator for 
Worcester Regional Chamber 
of Commerce reached out to 
the PN students with a con-
gratulatory email with the ad-
mission to this year’s event.  
	 “Our generous sponsors 
have offered the tickets to 
those who applied for a 
waitlist scholarship,” stated 
Silva. The $250 value event 

Bay Path PN students received 
Worcester Women’s Leadership 
Conference scholarships

Scholarship recipients with speaker Cynt Marshall.
scholarship is a wonderful op-
portunity for the PN students 
to expand their network and 
leadership skills. 
	 “Rachel, Jaelynn, Darcey, 
Rebecca and Melanie present 
the best of Bay Path Practi-
cal Nursing Academy and 
we had the great pleasure 
to work with caring students 
who ultimately will have 
extraordinary careers that 
will increase the reputation 
of Practical Nursing” stated 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN CRRN, Director 
at Bay Path RVTHS Practical 
Nursing Academy. 
	 The Worcester Women’s 
Leadership Conference was 
held Thursday, October 28, at 
the DCU Center ballroom in 
Worcester. Keynote speaker 
was Cynt Marshall, whom 
with the PN students had the 
great opportunity to mingle.

Christmas is coming
Remember to shop local and 

support the businesses in 
The Yankee Xpress

Happy Holidays!
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The facility is fully licensed by the 
Town of Webster, MA & Worcester County

Are you looking for a comfortable place to live?
Our private home is now accepting tenants who need assistance 

caring for themselves. At Golden Life, we maintain 
personalized service and sanitary conditions.

We provide home made meals, a relaxed atmosphere, 
and 24 hour daily care

Call Elizabeth to schedule a visit

www.goldenlifeenhanced careliving.com
15 Aldrich St., Webster, MA 01570

508-943-7411

Let our home become your home become your home! 

SENIOR
FRAUD
HELPLINEHELPLINE

TH
E

Frauds
Recognize  
Resist  
Report

F   il

800.297.9760

HEARING AIDS
Only the Best for Your Hearing!

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
                        Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation

and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

Providing hearing solutions to the community since 1981.

www.amplisound.com

Pictured (l to r) Laura Friis, activity director Accord Adult 
Day; Stephen P. Rogerson, Veterans Services Office Town 
of Dudley and Joe Rizzo, executive director Accord Adult 
Day Center.

Quilt of Valor ceremony at Accord Day Health Center

Group photo of veterans, friends, family, and presenters.

244 Main St.,Webster, MA
508-943-0637

From
Sharon & Jeanne

WITH THIS AD

On Tuesday, Nov. 2, and on 
Friday, Nov. 5, the Accord 
Adult Day Center hosted 
an emotional ceremony to 
award the Quilt of Valor 
to thirteen veterans of all 
branches of the military. Ac-
cord is a beautiful, clean and 
homey environment where 
those with health or mental 
needs can spend the day 
in order to give caregivers 
some respite. It allows family 
members to remain working 
without fear that their loved 

ones are not able to care 
for their needs. I personally 
witnessed much happiness 
and many activities being 
enjoyed by the elders.
 	 Massachusetts State Sena-
tor Ryan Fattman attended 
with his young son and Mas-
sachusetts State Represen-
tative Joseph McKenna at-
tended the ceremony as well 
and presented Certificates of 
Appreciation for their mili-
tary service from both the 
Massachusetts Senate and 
the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives. Several 
members of the VFW came 
to show their appreciation 
and many family members 
and friends of the veterans 
who received the Quilts of 
Valor from the Quilts of Val-
or Foundation came as well.
 	 The mission of the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation is to 
cover service members and 
veterans touched by war 
with comforting and healing 
Quilts of Valor. The presen-
tation of the Quilt was done 
by Foundation representa-
tive, Theresa Perreault and 
Stephen Rogerson, Veter-
ans’ Services Officer for the 
Town of Dudley. Thank you 
for your service one and all.

Stephen P. Rogerson
Director of Veterans’ Services
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DUDLEY – Nichols College 
Interim Provost Megan Nociv-
elli, DBA, has announced the 
appointment of Kevin D. Men-
tzer, PhD, to the new endowed 
position of Trustee Professor 
of Data Science and Emerging 
Technologies.
	 Mentzer, who most recently 
served as associate professor 
at Bryant University, teaches 
in the fields of data science, 
business analytics, and man-
agement information systems. 
He will develop a curriculum 
to advance the competencies 
of Nichols students in the new 
technologies that are trans-
forming business.
	 “At Nichols College we part-
ner with industry to ensure 
our curriculum is aligned with 
the demands in the market-
place. Today, every student 
needs data science education, 
and we are thrilled Dr. Men-
tzer will join us in preparing 
our students for the explosive 
demand in all fields associ-
ated with data science,” said 
Dr. Nocivelli. “He brings ex-
ceptional experience in the 
field and as an educator, and 
we expect him to facilitate in-
terdisciplinary collaboration 
to benefit our students and 
industry partners.”
	 Mentzer is co-author of the 
book “Movie Analytics: A 
Hollywood Introduction to 
Big Data” and several journal 
articles and has presented in-

ternationally. He is co-founder 
and co-leader of the Analytics 
without Borders conference 
and serves as mini-track chair 
for Data Analytics, Data Min-
ing, and Machine Learning for 
Social Media at HICSS.
	 An experienced information 
technologist, he has served a 
variety of professional roles 
at Energy Services Group Inc., 
Blue Cod Technologies, Coun-
terPoint Technologies Corp., 
Progress Software, and the 
Hanover Insurance Group. 
	 A resident of Holden, Men-
tzer earned a BS in business 
administration at Bryant Uni-
versity, and an MS in informa-
tion technology and a PhD in 
business with a concentration 
in business analytics at Bent-
ley University. He is also a 
certified blockchain solution 
architect. 

Nichols College names endowed 
professor of data science and 
emerging technologies

Kevin D. Mentzer, PhD

OXFORD – Robert J. Morton, 
president and CEO of bank-
Hometown, announced the 
start of the bank’s annual 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors fundraising drive for 
2021 to help support local 
food pantries.
	 This marks the bank’s 
18th year of hosting the pro-
gram, which invites bank 
customers, employees, and 
members of the community 
to donate money toward 
food pantries throughout 
the month of November. All 
donations (up to $2,500 per 
customer) will be matched 
dollar for dollar by bank-
Hometown and the total 
raised will be divided among 
participating food pantries 
across Massachusetts and 
Connecticut in the communi-
ties the bank serves.
	 In 2020, through contribu-
tions and matching dona-
tions, the campaign raised 
$32,200 and resulted in 
$2,300 contributions to 14 
participating food pantries. 
Over the years, the program 
has contributed more than 
$225,000 to help fight food 
insecurity.
	 The bank encourages do-
nations of any amount, with 
contributions of as little as $1 
to $5 helping to provide 10 to 
50 meals. As an added incen-
tive to give, the bank will 
offer those who donate the 

opportunity to win a $25 gift 
card at each of its locations.
	 “Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors is a great example of how 
communities come together 
to help others in need,” said 
Morton. “bankHometown 
is proud to lead this annual 
giving tradition and thankful 
to our valued customers and 
employees who selflessly 
give each year.” 
	 Those who wish to partici-
pate have until November 
30 to make their donations. 
Checks should be made 
payable to “bankHome-
town Neighbors” and can 
be dropped off at any bank-

Hometown branch or mailed 
to: Mary C. Mulrenin Execu-
tive Secretary, bankHome-
town, 31 Sutton Avenue, Ox-
ford, MA 01450.
	 The food pantries that will 
be supported this year in-
clude:
Massachusetts:
•	Athol Salvation Army 
Food Pantry
•	Auburn Youth and Family 	
	 Services, Inc. Food Pantry
•	CARE Food Pantry - Clin-
ton 
•	Food Share - Southbridge, 
	 Charlton & Sturbridge 
•	Friendly House Pantry, 
Worcester

•	Friends of the Millbury 
Seniors
•	Ginny’s Helping Hand, 
Inc. - Leominster 
•	Oxford Ecumenical Food 
Shelf 
•	Sutton Senior Center’s 
Michael 	 A. Chizy Food Pan-
try 
•	St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry - 	 Webster 
Connecticut: 
•	Community Kitchens of 
	 Northeastern CT - Killingly 
•	Daily Bread - Putnam 
•	Friends of Assisi - Killingly 
•	Thompson Ecumenical 
	 Empowerment Group 
(TEEG)

bankHometown’s Neighbors Helping Neighbors fundraiser

Visit us 
79 River Rd, Uxbridge, MA

bvcannabis.com

Please Consume Responsibly. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during 
pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 
Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal 
outside of MA.

Mention this ad for a FREE BVC tote bag with any purchase (while supplies last)

98 West Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
508-943-7870

www.empiretravelonline.net 
empire93@aol.com

Empire Travel Inc.LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

SINCE 1995
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BHS 1961 reunion
The Bartlett High School graduating class of 1961 recently held their 60th reunion 
with a luncheon at Point Breeze.  Sixty members of the class and guests attended the 
event, which included a “sneak peek” for some classmates at the nearly completed 
Samuel Slater Experience ( https://samuelslaterexperience.org). Those who visited the 
museum were quite taken with the impressive presentation and high tech infusion 
with historic artifacts that bring the history of Webster’s mill origins to life in the 
former armory building on Ray Street.

stanco.com/

Authentic Mexican Cuisine, 
From Our Family to Yours! 

Sun–Thurs: 11a–10p
Fri–Sat: 11a–11p

MexicalisFreshMex.com
Dine In & Takeout!

FEATURING A FULL OPEN BAR 

and Flat Screen TV’s!

Facebook.com/MexicalisFreshMex

    41 Worcester Road, Webster, MA • 508-461-5070

with Different Hand Cra�ed Specialty Margaritas

5050%%offoff
Buy any dinner, get 50% off the 2nd lunch or dinner of equal or 

lesser value with beverages purchased. Dine in only. 1 per table/party. 
Not combinable with other offers or specials.  Offer expires 11-30-21

Dinner Dinner 

Online orders with pickup or delivery

“We are social distant compliant” for the health of everyone.

INDOOR DINING
Take-out Always Available

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Outdoor dining now available

Sundays
Wings 50c

All Day

Sun-Thurs: 11a-9p
Fri-Sat: 11a-10p

160 Boston Tpke.
Shrewsbury, MA
508-797-9455

64 Auburn St.,
Auburn, MA

508-832-9455

Your one stop for Fresh Produce, 
Meat & Much more

Let us Cater your 
Holiday Party

Visit our Website
www.weepinwillies.com

November Art Exhibit & Sale - “It’s a Colorful Life,” paintings by 
Jennifer Niles will be on display and for sale November 2-30, at 
Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 East Main Street, Webster, during regu-
lar business hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-5, open Wednesdays 
until 6. For more information call 508-949-6232 or email deb@
bookloversgourmet.com

	 Artist’s Statement: I am 
a self-taught artist living 
and working in Paxton, 
Mass. I’ve been drawing 
all my life, and for many 
years concentrated on 
pen and ink illustra-
tions including commis-
sioned house portraits. 
In 2001, I began experi-
menting with acrylics, 
inspired by the comical 
antics and effortless el-

egance of my two cats, PK and Nellie. From there, I developed 
a recognizable, whimsical style usually featuring bold color and 
cheerful subjects from everyday life. In recent years, I’ve started 
teaching both adults and children, including my popular “Paint 
Your Pet” classes. Whether it is animals, my surroundings here 
at home in New England, or scenes from daily life, I never fail to 
find inspiration.
	 Booklovers’ Gourmet is hosting a poetry reading and book 
signing on Saturday, December 4, at 1 p.m. with Joe Fusco, Jr. 
for his latest book “Pondering the Pandemic During the Rust 
Years.” The event is free and books will be available for pur-
chase. RSVP to deb@bookloversgourmet.com or 508-949-6232. 
Free beverage for all attendees who register in advance thanks 
to sponsor D’Errico’s Markets.

	 Joe Fusco Jr. is a well-seasoned 
poet/humorist from Worcester. He is the 
author of three books of semi-amusing po-
ems and essays: “Hmm…That’s Different” 
(2020); “Three Score” (2014); and “The 
Lost and Found Essays” (2012).
	 In his new book “Pondering the 
Pandemic during The Rust Years,” Joe 
muses about growing old uncomfort-
ably during the pandemic. Joe’s musings 
have appeared in Damfino Press, Ballard 

Street Poetry, Worcester Review, Asinine Poetry, and the naugh-
ty ezine Clean Sheets. He was a co-winner of the Jacob Knight 
Poetry Award in 2002 and was named Best Poet by Worcester 
Magazine readers in 1999 and 2002.
	 Joe is still a frequent contributor to Worcester Magazine and 
the last Worcester Mega-Slam winner in 2017.
	 Joe has lived in lovely Worcester with his better-half Cyndi 
and their large family for thirty-five years. He is a registered In-
dependent and sleeps with one eye always open.
	 Join us for some unicorn & drawing fun on Sunday, December 
12, 1-3 p.m. at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 East Main Street, for a 
book signing event with illustrator Ralph Masiello and his latest 
in a series, The Unicorn Drawing Book. Ralph will teach you 
how to draw along with him. Please RSVP to deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com or 508-949-6232. The event is free but you must 
pre-register. Books will be available for purchase. Appropriate 
for ages 6+. Children must be attended by an adult.

Holiday events at Booklovers’ Gourmet

The Alzheimer’s Support 
Group sponsored by the Al-
zheimer’s Support Network of 
South Central MA meets the 
second Monday of the month 
at St. Denis Church in Doug-
las, at 23 Manchaug Road, 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. The meet-
ings were formerly held at 
Webster Manor.  
	 Caregivers and family 
members not only obtain in-
formation about Alzheimer’s 
Disease, but also learn many 
helpful techniques in caring 
for a person with dementia at 
all stages.
	  New caregivers can learn 
from experienced caregivers 
and support group leaders so 
they leave each meeting feel-
ing more supported. 
	 We welcome you to join. 

Frank S. Yacino

Alzheimer’s 
Support 
group

Dudley Womans Club Pocketbook Bingo
Earlier this month the DWC held a very successful Pocketbook 
Bingo at Point Breeze Restaurant. Bingo with upscale handbags as 
prizes and a 50/50 and unique item raffles were on tap, resulting in 
several very pleased ladies.  Since the Dudley Womans Club is a 
non-profit charitable organization, all proceeds from this event will 
be dedicated to the betterment of our local communities. A big shou-
tout and thank you to all our sponsors, contributors and attendees.

	Ralph Masiello—affectionately known as 
‘The Icky Bug Man’—has illustrated several 
children’s books including The Icky Bug Al-
phabet Book, The Yucky Reptile Alphabet 
Book, and The Flag We Love. His oil paint-
ings are remarkably rich and realistic and 
bring to life the subjects of his books—be 
they bugs, flags, dinosaurs, or well-hidden 
messages and secret drawings.
	A graduate of Rhode Island School of De-
sign, Ralph has produced numerous works 

of fine art for galleries in addition to picture book illustrations 
and magazine covers for Omni and Tennis. He is twice the re-
cipient of the Society of Illustrators Certificate of Merit. But it 
is his visits with school children that give him the most satis-
faction. “Adults are very subdued. They say, ‘Isn’t that lovely?’ 
But children will go, ‘That’s so cool, dude!’ That’s better than 
any award.” Along with discussing the technical aspects of book 
making, Ralph tells his audience about his own education, stress-
ing reading and library skills as they relate to the research and 
development of an accurately 
illustrated book. Audience 
participation and spontaneity 
is highly emphasized and al-
ways leads to boisterous, but 
stimulating and educational, 
fun for kids. For years, chil-
dren have benefited from vis-
its from ‘The Icky Bug Man.’
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Thanksgiving Catering

Enjoy a complete Thanksgiving Enjoy a complete Thanksgiving 
Dinner or choose from scrumptious  Dinner or choose from scrumptious  
salads, sides, sauces, and desserts  salads, sides, sauces, and desserts  
to enjoy at home.to enjoy at home.
See a full list of menu items available at 
table3restaurantgroup.com/thanksgiving

To order, call the Café at 508-347-6800. 
Orders must be placed by 2pm Monday,  
Nov. 22. Pick up times at Cedar Street Café 
are Wednesday Nov. 24 from 7am–3pm or 
Thursday Nov. 25 from 7am–Noon.

Thursday, November 25Thursday, November 25thth  
at The Duck & Avellinoat The Duck & Avellino
502 Main Street  |  508-347-2321 
theducksturbridge.com | avellinorestaurant.com

Thanksgiving Day at
Thursday, November 25Thursday, November 25thth at The Barn at Wight Farm at The Barn at Wight Farm
420 Main Street | 774-241-8450  | thebarnatwightfarm.com

$10 OFF
WHEN YOU 
SPEND $50

SAVE ON 
THANKSGIVING 
CATERING

Valid thru 11.25.21. Order must be $50 before 
tax and gratuity. Coupon must be presented prior  
to payment. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Customer responsible for applicable sales tax.

table3restaurantgroup.com/thanksgiving

Thanksgiving
with

TABLE 3 RESTAURANT GROUP

Traditional Thanksgiving Day Feast

A bountiful and festive dinner with all your favorites and some of 
ours too. Our prix-fixe Thanksgiving Day Menu includes a bakery 
basket, choice of soup or salad, entrée with sides, and choice of 
dessert—all for $39.95 per guest (plus tax & gratuity).
CHOICE OF ENTRÉE 
Traditional Roast Turkey & Stuffing | King-Cut Prime Rib Dinner 
Pecan Crusted Salmon | Pumpkin Mascarpone Ravioli 

View the full menu at table3restaurantgroup.com/thanksgiving. 
Make your reservation now by calling 508-347-2321.

Join us for Bountiful Chef-Attended Stations including  
Hors d’oeuvres, Salad, Assorted Breads and Rolls, Carved  
Fresh Roast Turkey & Prime Rib of Beef, Cracker Crusted Cod, 
Chef’s Holiday Sides, and Scrumptious Dessert Selection. 
Cost is $39.95 per guest (plus tax & gratuity). 

View the full menu at table3restaurantgroup.com/thanksgiving. 
Make your reservation now by calling 774-241-8450.

Open Thanksgiving Day From 7am–Noon

Reservations  
are limited!

Reservations  
are limited!

  



We’re serious about great food. And that’s no tale. 
858 Main Street, Southbridge  

508-764-3349
finsandtales858.com

Lamb 
• Braises (of the week) 
• Seafood • Chicken  

Steaks • Pasta
• Award Winning 

Chowders 
• Homemade Desserts

Tues.-Sat. Bar opens at 4 p.m. Serving Dinner at 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday & Monday (except for private functions).

Book Your Christmas Party
Now Taking Reservations for  1-25 people and  in-home catering

We can 
cater your 

Christmas party
Gift Certificates
always available

any amount
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SH Festival of Crafts
DUDLEY -  The 29th annual Festival of Crafts at Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School will be held Saturday, November 20, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Over 125 top-quality New England crafters and 
artisans will be on hand offering wonderful ideas and items for 
Christmas gift giving. There will also be raffles and food trucks. 
Parking and shuttle service is free with free package carry-out 
service. The fair is sponsored by the Shepherd Hill Music Par-
ents and is held at the high school, 68 Dudley-Oxford Road. 

Gently used toy sale
UXBRIDGE - Many families have slightly used children’s items 
or toys that their families have outgrown. This is a way for par-
ents, grandparents and others to get gifts for the holidays, in light 
of the reports of shortages of toys etc. this year and also the 
increased prices.
	 If you have items you’d like to sell and share with others, this 
is your chance. Suggestions: toys, books, puzzles, craft items, 
back packs, etc.
	 On Saturday, November 27, there will be a Gently Used Toy 
Sale at the Community House, Uxbridge Congregational Church 
in Uxbridge. Table space donations are $20.00.  The hours will 
be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Table space is limited.  If you would like 
to reserve table space, please contact Andrea @ 774-696-8243.

Holiday Craft Fair
AUBURN - The Auburn Recreation and Culture Department will 
present its 8th annual Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday, December 
11 from 9 a.m.to 4 p.m. at Auburn High School. Snow date is 
December 12.
	 More than one hundred fifty craft vendors will help get you 
into the spirit of the holiday season. Santa will be making an 
appearance from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. so bring the kids. There will 
be activities, food, drawing, face painting and much more. The 
schedule of events is listed on www.auburnguide.com. For in-
formation kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us.

Holiday dinner
WHITINSVILLE – Parishioners and volunteers from the Black-
stone Valley United Methodist Church would like to cordially 
invite the community to a traditional turkey dinner with all the 
usual holiday meal favorites: potatoes, vegetables, squash, stuff-
ing, and cranberry sauce. This year’s meal will be served on 
Saturday, Dec. 25, from 12 noon to 2 p.m. at the church, 61 Lin-
wood Avenue, Whitinsville. The dinner is open to everyone free 
of charge. We ask that you wear masks while you are not eating 
and maintain social distance where possible. Please come join 
us for a joyous Christmas celebration that will include holiday 
fun, food, and fellowship with many from the community. For 
more information, call the church office at 508-234-2275.

Christmas bazaar
AUBURN - St. Joseph’s Parish Annual Christmas Bazaar will be 
held Saturday, December 4, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at the St. Jo-
seph’s Parish Center, 68 Central Street, Auburn.
 	 Come and enjoy an old fashioned Christmas Bazaar and check 
out the collectibles, attic treasures, plants, jewelry, knit goods, 
holiday decor, toys, candy and baked items, and so much more. 
Take a chance on one of the many raffles. There is something for 
everyone. Free admission. Free parking. Handicap accessible.

Christmas Fair
CHARLTON - The Charlton Helping Hand Society, Inc. presents 
its annual Christmas Fair at the Dodge Chapel, 81 Hammond 
Hill Road, Charlton. Catch the holiday spirit (and bargains) on 
Saturday, December 4, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Enjoy the huge as-
sorted cookie table, Santa’s Village shopping room,  raffle table 
and raffles for gift cards, cash, services, etc.  Winners for the 
raffles will begin to be drawn at 1 p.m.  Come to shop, come for 
the fellowship and spirit of the holiday and come to “help us to 
help others.”

Christmas Festival
WORCESTER - St. Christopher Church, 950 West Boylston St., 
Worcester will hold its annual Christmas Festival on Saturday, 
December 4, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. The festival will feature food, 
raffles, flea market, crafts, jewelry, baked goods and much more.  
No admission fee. Come start your Christmas shopping while 
enjoying the festivities. For more information, call the parish of-
fice at 508-853-1492.

Craft and vendor fair
GRAFTON - Grafton Recreation will hold its annual Craft and 
Vendor Fair on December 5 as part of the Grafton Celebrates 
the Holidays. 
	 The fair will be held in the Grafton Municipal Center gym-
nasium, 30 Providence Road, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Items for 
sale from local artisans will include jewelry, charcuterie boards, 
wreaths, ornaments, soaps, self care products, clothing, knits, 
coasters and more. 

The Bradley Playhouse
30 Front St., Putnam, CT 06260
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 

860-928-7887

Based Upon the Paramount Pictures Film
Written For the Screen by Norman Krasna, 
Norman Panama and Melvin Frank
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY IRVING BERLIN

BOOK BY DAVID IVES and PAUL BLAKE
Original stage production directed by WALTER BOBBIE
Orchestrations Larry Blank
Vocal and dance arrangements Bruce Pomahac

December 3,4,5,10,11,12,17,18,19
Co-Directors: Tonya Brock and Madeline Jaaskela

With a 
dazzling score featuring 
well-known standards 
including “Blue Skies”, 

“I love a Piano”, and the 
perennial title song, 

“White Christmas”, the 
show is the perfect gift to

 put you and your family in 
the holiday spirit and 

leave you smiling!

Ticket prices: Adults $25
Students/Seniors/Military $22

Hometown Holiday Hall Scout event
DOUGLAS - Hometown Holiday Hall will be held November 26 
– 28 at the Olive Branch Masonic Lodge, 7 Depot St., Douglas. 
Days and hours are: Friday-10 a.m. –7 p.m., Saturday- 10 a.m. – 8 
p.m., Sunday-10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
	 Free admission, refreshments for shoppers. This event is set 
up as a country  store with all homemade items setup for your 
browsing pleasure. Credit cards Visa, MC and Discover wel-
come. Proceeds to benefit Scout Hall heating for the winter.

Holiday Bazaar
DUDLEY - St. Andrew Bobola Holiday Bazaar will be held in the 
church hall at 54 West Main St., Dudley on December 4, from 10 
a.m. til 5:30 p.m.   The Rosary Sodality and Parish Council are 
joining forces to host an Indoor Yard Sale, a Bake Sale, a Basket 
Raffle and a Lottery Tree Raffle.  Frozen Polish Food will also 
be available for take out: cabbage and cheese pierogi, golabki 
(stuffed cabbage), kapusta and kielbasa.  All ready to defrost, 
heat and eat for your holiday festivities.  Come and join in the 
fun, find a unique treasure you just can’t live without, take a 
chance or two on the raffles, take home some home-baked good-
ies and frozen Polish food for your traditional Christmas dinner.

Open house
OXFORD - An Open House will be held at the Oxford Commu-
nity Center, 4 Maple Rd., on December 23, from 1 to 4 p.m. spon-
sored by the Smolenski/Millette Charitable trust. Stop by for hot 
chocolate, make some reindeer feed, color a picture to leave for 
Santa, and make an ornament to hang on the tree or window. All 
ages welcome.



Promoting businesses every month.
Let us help your business grow. 

Contact: ads@theyankeexpress.com
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Tues. thru Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-2, Closed Mondays
31 Thompson Road, Webster

IN THE NIPMUC PLAZA NEXT TO THE SMART SHOPPER 

Roast Beef ..............................$9.99
Imported Ham ........................$5.99
Ham Salad ..............................$6.99
Land O’ Lakes pre-sliced 
Am. cheese .............................$5.99
Oven Roasted Turkey ............$8.99
Pastrami .................................$8.99
Corned Beef ............................$8.99

Look for ourLook for our
•Tuesday

Baked Meatloaf • Pot Roast
Baked Stuffed Cabbage

•Wednesday
Spaghetti w/Meatball or Sausage

Baked Stuffed Peppers
Shepherd’s Pie

•Thursday
Sweet & Sour Chicken

Corned Beef & Cabbage
American Chop Suey

•Friday
Baked Haddock • Baked Meatloaf

American Chop Suey
•Saturday & Sunday

Roast Turkey Dinner • Pot Roast
14 oz. Prime Rib $16.99

Sat. & Sun. dinner portion served all day

Lunch portion $10.99 +tx
Dinner portion $113.99 +tx

Hadley  LARGE Cabbage,
Potatoes and Squash are here! 

We are #1 in CATERINGCATERING
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Hot or Cold Meals & Platters

Order your Fresh Turkey, Prime Rib & Ham NOW!Order your Fresh Turkey, Prime Rib & Ham NOW!
Order your Holiday Pies Now!Order your Holiday Pies Now!  (Joyce’s Bakery)(Joyce’s Bakery)

HOT MEALS

Serving Roast Turkey DinnerServing Roast Turkey Dinner (all day) (all day)
on Tues., Nov. 23 & Wed., Nov. 24on Tues., Nov. 23 & Wed., Nov. 24

All meals served with 
potatoes and vegetables

Served Tues. thru Fri. 11am-5pm; Sat. 11am-4pm; Sun. 11am-2pm

277 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566277 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-3313 • www.publickhouse.com508-347-3313 • www.publickhouse.com

Publick House
Historic Inn & Country LodgeHistoric Inn & Country Lodge

1771

The Publick House is now open 
for your dining enjoyment.

Indoor and Outdoor seating available.
Now serving lunch and dinner 

7 days a week.

• Apples 
• Fruit Pies
• Dessert Breads
• Chicken Pot Pie 
• Apple Dumplings
• Gifts • Jams/Jellies
• Cider • Maple Syrup
• Our Own Honey
• Assorted Baked Goods
• Specialty Sauces and Salsas

HAWK 
HILL 

ORCHARDS

83 Carleton Rd., 
Millbury, MA

508-865-4037

Visit
Our Country

Store

Thanksgiving 
Pies, 

Dumplings 
and Breads!!

Now Taking Orders for

Wed.thru Sun. 10-5
Thanksgiving Week

Mon.-Wed. 10-5

Monte Bianco
Restaurante

FINE ITALIAN AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE

 • Dine in or Take out • Catering available •  www.montebiancorestaurant.online
HOURS: Closed Mondays;  Tues. & Wed. 3-9pm; Thurs. & Fri. 12-9pm; Sat. 3-9pm; Sun. 1-7pm

140 Main St., Webster, MA  • 508-461-5016 • 508-461-5017 • 860-923-0202

Exceptional Italian Cuisine

Take-out
Buffet

Coming Soon

Open Thanksgiving
Serving 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Taking reservations and orders now.

Taking Reservations for Christmas Eve & New Year’s Eve!Book your party while space is available! Call 508-461-5016 or 508-461-5017

NO PARTY  TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!NO PARTY  TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!
CATERING FOR ALL EVENTS - VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

• Dinner parties • Corporate Functions • School Functions 
• Engagements • Showers • Weddings • Anniversaries

GiftGift
CertificatesCertificates
AvailableAvailable

AUBURN – Fuller’s Colli-
sion Center of Auburn, MA 
is proud to announce that it 
recently received approval 
for a $104,000 grant from the 
Massachusetts Workforce 
Training Fund with the as-
sistance of Human Power 
Solutions (HPS), a learning 
and development company 
that specializes in improving 
skills, culture and technical 
capabilities within an orga-
nization. 
	 As a fourth-generation 
organization, Fuller’s Colli-
sion Center has continued 
its commitment and dedica-
tion to its stakeholders and 
customers alike over the 
years. Receipt of the Work-
force Training Grant rep-
resents a two-year special-
ized training commitment 
for Fuller’s Collision Center, 
through which the shop will 
participate in “Advanced 
Principles of a Safety and 
Health Management Sys-
tem,” led by Safety Trainers 
(Worcester, MA), in addition 
to receiving training through 
HPS on negotiation and a va-
riety of other “soft” skills.
According to Joshua Fuller, 
owner of Fuller’s Collision 
Center, “Today’s collision 
repairs are very complex, 
and in order to deliver ex-
ceptional customer service 
and compete in the indus-

try, our business must learn 
soft skills, such as commu-
nication and organization, 
which help us prioritize our 
repair jobs and enable us to 
continue being effective day 
to day.”
	 The grant also includes 
continuing education and 
training through I-CAR, the 
standard of excellence in 
the auto collision industry. 
I-CAR’s ongoing training pro-
grams ensure that shops are 
educated in the most current 
and up-to-date processes 

Fuller’s Collision Center grant approval for continuing education and training      

and procedures relating to 
collision repair.
	 “The I-CAR technical ve-
hicle repair training is a re-
quirement in our industry 
to ensure that we have the 
knowledge to repair vehicles 
both, safely and properly,” 
Fuller says. “In addition, we 
take pride in providing a 
work environment in which 
our stakeholders can con-
tinue to grow themselves 
both professionally and per-
sonally.  The funding from 
this grant focuses on specific 

areas which do exactly that, 
such as leadership, commu-
nication, customer service, 
and team building. Even in 
difficult economic times, it 
is essential to continue to 
invest in our people and our 
culture, and the financial 
assistance we are receiving 
from the state shows that 
they also realize how im-
portant it is to invest in our 
team.”
	 Fuller’s Collision Center 

is part of Fuller Automo-
tive Companies, which was 
founded in 1914. Located on 
RT. 20 in Auburn, they also 
have an Auto and Tire Cen-

ter for all mechanical repairs 
and tire replacement pack-
ages.  For more information, 
visit www.fullerautomotive.
com.

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-Noon
 Evenings by Appointment 

DUMAS
Decorating Center

                 CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • WALLPAPER • PAINT

REUPHOLSTER IT!
Call Dave 

Today!

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT

860-923-9619

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!

Il Piccolo
Pomodoro

Italian Restaurant
1097 Thompson Rd., 

Thompson, CT
860-497-0146

Call now  860.497.0146  
to reserve your 

Holiday PartyHoliday Party  
seats 6-15

Dine in or take out
Sunday-Monday: 3-8pm

Closed Tuesday
Wednesday-Thursday: 3-9pm

Friday-Saturday: 3-10pm

Gift Cards 
Available

Choose Your 
Favorite Meal from 

our Extensive 
Southern 

Italian Menu!

Il Piccolo
Pomodoro

Italian Restaurant
1097 Thompson Rd., 

Thompson, CT
860-497-0146

PICCOLO
Pomodoro
H

NOW
OPEN

Specializing in 
Napolitano Food & Pizza

Sunday-Monday: 3-8pm
Closed Tuesday

Wednesday-Thursday: 3-9pm
Friday-Saturday: 3-10pm

Thanksgiving Menu
Porcini & Chestnut Soup
Butternut Squash Ravioli

Medallions of Turkey Breast
Stuffed Turkey • Pumpkin PIe

Served 
Wed. Nov. 24th

Dine in or Take-Out
Closed 

Thanksgiving
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ESTATE
CLEAN-OUT
SPECIALISTS

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company

Call (401) 640-9385
Toll Free (800) 989-4521

CALL NOW TO 

WE BUY...
SMALL & LARGE 

COLLECTIONS OF 
ARTWORK, BASEBALL 

& BASKETBALL CARDS, 
COINS, COMICS, 

DIAMONDS, GOLD, 
JEWELRY, POKEMON 

CARDS, SILVER, STAMPS,
 TRAINS & TOYS (ANTIQUE)

www.CleanSlateEstate.com CALL US 
FIRST

FREE
QUOTES

Fully Insured and Bonded

MAKE CASH $$$

Clean Slate Estate Inc.

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

We Accept Cash, EBT
Visit our website: 

www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com

A - $50.00A - $50.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 2 lb. Boneless Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or
 2 lb. Stew Beef
1 lb.  Hot Dogs or 1 lb. Bacon
1½ lb. New York Sirloin Steak
 or 2 lbs. Ham Steaks   
2 Whole or Cut up Chickens (avg. 
 weight 3 lbs. each or 
 3 lbs. Pork Chop

B - $50.00B - $50.00
3 lbs. Boneles chicken Breast or
 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or 
 3 lbs. Ground Turkey
3 lbs. Pork Chops or 
 2 lbs. Ham Steaks
1 Whole or Cut-up Chicken (3 lbs)
 or 1 Pkg. Sausage of your choice
1 lb.  Bacon or 1 lb. Stew Beef

FIRST PLACE
Ed Stearns

Dressed Meats Inc.
BEST 

BUTCHER SHOP
TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

$100.00$100.00
5 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast or
 3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast
4 lbs. Chicken leg quarters or 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Boneless Pot Roast or 
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steak
1½ lbs. Sirloin Tips or 3 lbs. Pork Chops  
3 lbs. Hamburg or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)  
 Marinated Sirloin Tips of your choice
2 Whole or cut-up Chickens (6 lbs. 
 total) or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) cooked 
 chicken wings of your choice
1 lb.  Sausage of your choice or 
 1 lb. Hot Dogs
1 Roasting Chicken (6-8 lbs.) or
 2 lbs. Stew Beef

$75.00$75.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Hamburg or 3 lbs. Stew Beef
2 lbs. London Broil Steaks or
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast or 
 3 lbs. Boneless Pork Roast
3 lbs. Boneless chicken breast or   
  1pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 chicken breast of your choice
1 lb. Whole Chicken (3 lbs. average)  
 or 1 lb. Sausage of your choice

   FALL/WINTER SPECIALS 2021-22

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA
See us for all your 

Holiday needs!

EBT 
is back!

ED STEARNS DRESSED MEATS
508-248-7866

Store Hours
Open            Close

  Butcher Store
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM

Urgent: The Dudley COA needs a few dedicated volunteers for 
our COA Board. We meet once a month on the third Tuesday on 
the month, 3-4pm.  Sept. to December, and March to June. Your 
great ideas and participation could benefit the seniors of our 
community. Please contact us if interested @ 508-949-8015 Please 
leave a message and contact number and we will get back to 
you. OR, E-mail us if you’d rather@  coadirector@dudleyma.gov 
Thank you!
	 News from SHINE 2021: Every year Medicare part D and Medi-
care Advantage (HMO, PPO) Plans can change their premiums, 
co-pays, deductibles, formularies (list of drugs covered) and pre-
ferred pharmacies. In the case of Medicare Advantage Plans they 
can also drop and add medical providers from their networks. It’s 
important to review your options EVERY year to make sure you 
have the plan that works best for you next year. Open Enrollment 
is Oct. 15 to Dec. 7. Central Mass SHINE Website www.shinema.
org To make an appointment, contact Central Mass SHINE re-
gional office at 508-422-9931 or by email at info@shinema.org. A 
certified SHINE Counselor will return your call. Counselors assist 
clients through in-person appointments, phone, videoconferenc-
ing, (such as Zoom or Face Time), email, or post mail. They also 
offer excellent resources online through their website at www.
shinema.org and introductory Medicare 101 webinars.
Weekly Schedule:
	 Mondays 11:30 a.m. Dudley Lunch Club. Please reserve your 
meal through Inge Gassner, at 508-949-9081 Please leave mes-
sage to reserve a meal at least two/three days in advance.
	 Tuesdays at 1p.m. in the dining room: card players pitch 
league, also Dudley senior women knitters at 1 p.m.
	 Wednesdays 10 a.m. craft workshop with Delores Cowden is 
on a short leave and will hopefully resume her workshop soon. 
Over the summer, with Craft Instructor Dolores, we learned wa-
tercolor techniques, acrylics, decoupage, creating/sewing fabric 
pumpkins and more. Please stay tuned for the re-start of this fun 
arts and crafts workshop. Also on Wednesdays, Dudley Lunch 
Club at 11:30 a.m. Please contact Inge at number listed above. 
Also meeting 1 p.m. Dudley senior women knitters.
	 Thursdays 9 a.m. to 12 noon,  machine sewing for fun and 
crafts with Linda Prest. Weekly projects and costs will vary from 
$5.00 to $15.00 depending on project and supplies needed.  All 
supplies and expert instruction included in price. If you have 
a portable sewing machine, you are welcome to bring it to the 
weekly workshop. If interested, please leave your name and 
number Dudley COA 508-949-8015 to sign up.  Newbie new ma-
chine sewers are always welcome too.

Dudley Senior Center news
	 Fridays 11:30 a.m. Dudley Lunch Club, Friday Game Day will 
start up again after lunch if there’s interest. Pre-pandemic we en-
joyed board games such as Scrabble, Up words, Super Boggle, 
and Scattergorie. We’d love to bring this activity back, tell your 
friends, better yet bring your friends.
Dudley Senior Center events planned
	 Wednesday, Nov. 24, Tri Valley Thanksgiving Turkey Dinner 
Lunch Club at 11:30 a.m. RSVP to Inge.
	 Happy Thanksgiving Nov. 25 and 26, Senior Center is Closed.
	 Friday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m. Tina Bemis workshop creating a beauti-
ful holiday boxwood tree.  $20.00 space is limited, please RSVP 
to Margaret by Nov. 24 508-949-8015.
	 Friday, Dec. 10, 12:30 p.m. after lunch club. Pied Potter Rick 
Hamelin will be here for a workshop presentation:  All about 
Poets and Potters. Writers have alluded to clay and the potter 
at work in numerous poems and stories throughout time. Mas-
sachusetts’ Poets, Longfellow, Whitman, Thoreau and Gibran 
celebrated the potter in their writings, and reflected on the form-
ing of clay as a metaphor for life in many ways. In this one-hour 
program, Mr. Hamelin demonstrates “throwing” at the pottery 
wheel while exploring verses and the historical connections of 
Massachusetts’ potters to these poets. Anyone who may be in-
terested is welcome to attend. Come join us for this FREE pro-
gram. Please note: Artist requests that audience please wear a 
mask. This program is supported in part by a grant from the 
Dudley Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by 
the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. For more information, 
contact Margaret Bussiere, COA Director @ 508-949-8015. 
	 Thursday, Dec. 16, 3-5 p.m. Common Ground Memory Café 
and senior Christmas party. Free program, light meal, refresh-
ments included.   Music entertainment by our great friend, Fran-
nie Mik. Please bring one wrapped gift for the swap and one 
new un-wrapped gift for the Salvation Army. (ideas: HBA items, 
shampoo, soap/body wash, towels, socks, hats, gloves, etc.) Do-
nations are also accepted and greatly appreciated for the mem-
ory café if you’d like to help support this program which began 
in 2016 and continued to an outside audience throughout the 
pandemic at senior housing/Joshua Place (while the weather 
agreed). This memory café is supported by local donations from 
the community. Thank you for helping us make this important, 
non-judgmental, socially inclusive, come as you are, dementia 
friendly program free to the community. 
	 Best wishes for a blessed and happy holiday season for you 
and yours, including health, peace, kindness, compassion, and 
love for the New Year 2022. -- Margaret

WEBSTER:  On November 9, the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library 
hosted “Holiday Harvest.”  Kim Larkin of Klassic Kreations 
Gourmet presented a timely program on entertaining buffet 
style.  Three tables put together and draped in fall themed ta-
blecloths showcased her ideas.  The colorful display inspired 
our minds and eyes.  The samples for participants included a 
variety of chocolates – Larkin is a licensed commercial choc-
olatier, cheeses, and a unique ginger beer cider with a touch 
of pomegranate to arouse our taste buds.  Recipes for some of 
Larkin’s favorites were shared including Simply Healthy Butter-
nut Squash Soup, Apricot Walnut Bread, and Chocolate Harvest 
Bark.  We also took home a suggested shopping list for an Ulti-
mate Charcuterie Board.  
	 It was a delightful evening sponsored by Friends of the Gladys 
E. Kelly Public Library. Now that we are freer to enjoy being 
among vaccinated and/or mask-wearing friends post-COVID 
pandemic, Webster’s library is a great town resource. Check the 
library website (www.gladyskellylibrary.org) regularly to stay 
current on opportunities for the whole family.  

-- Nancy Sullivan

Kim Larkin of Klassic Krations Gourmet addresses partici-
pants at Gladys E. Kelly Library Holiday Harvest event on 
November 9, 2021.  (photo credit:  Evan Hale)

Holiday Harvest
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WALK-IN 
NAIL SERVICE

82 Dresser Hill Rd. 
Charlton, MA 

508-248-0056

Owner/Groomer 
Meaghan Lanagan www.missysdoggydayspa.com

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!

Living ON with Lincoln

Happy about his life.

By Amy LeClaire
I’ve yet to name the puppies 
I haven’t met yet. Lincoln 
has left a gape in our hearts, 
as is the case with the loss 
of any family member. Loss 
is loss. But the loss of a fam-
ily pet, I’ve come to know, 
is unique. We not only lose 
a dog-son or dog-daughter, 
but also a full-time compan-
ion, therapist, clown, walk-
ing partner, driving partner, 
work buddy, and domestic 
assistant. Dogs, simply put, 
are just there, and there for 
you. A dog meets our basic 
human need for love, affec-
tion, security, connection, 
laughter, and friendship. 
They give us what matters 
the most in this life with one 
simple request asked in re-
turn.  Spend time with me. 
	 Lincoln adored people. 
He would rush to the front 
door to remind me of how 
important it is to say hello 
to the Go Green Man, even 
when my patience with out-
door solicitors had worn 
thin. “Someone is AT OUR 
HOUSE and he might want 
to PLAY!” He’d wiggle and 
glance up at me with a shoe 

in his mouth. “Hurry and 
open that door. This man 
looks so fun.” 
	 Lincoln was right. The 
salesman may have interrupt-
ed my 5:00 p.m. bustle and 
train of thought but I needed 
to cut him some slack. He 
has a hard job. How many 
rejections might this young 
man have already endured?  
“Hello. My name is Bob.  I 
was wondering if you were 
interested in hearing—”
	 “HI!! MY NAME IS LIN-
COLN! I BROUGHT YOU A 
SHOE!” 
	 Lincoln made awkward 
situations pleasant. Profes-
sional dog trainers advise 
that dogs (reasonably) wait at 
their “spots” while the owner 
opens the door. A dog needs 
to learn salutary manners 
and know his boundaries. 
	 “Want to play a quick 
game of fetch? Hold on!” 
	 Lincoln was exceptional. 
He had to be the first to meet 
and greet. He learned man-
ners by spending long hap-
py and sad days together. 
He learned by watching his 
favorite people get along in 
this clumsy world. “Lincoln 
– you can have some eggs…” 
I’d tell him in a gentle, posi-
tive tone, “but you have to 
wait. You just have to wait.” 
I emphasized the key word 
as though holding up a flash-
card for him. “Got it!” He sat 
patiently at his spot, lifted 

his nose to egg scented air, 
and waited. Every so often 
he’d break into that infec-
tious Golden smile. “Damn, 
I got it good here.”  
	 Lincoln had it good be-
cause he was so damn 
good. He reminded me of 
how much there was to be 
joyful about. Like me, he 
wore rose-colored glasses 
and saw the very best in 
people and in situations. 
The puppies I’ve yet to 
meet will have it good as 
well. That said, will it be 

possible for my two pups 
to be as remarkable as Lin-
coln? I’m skeptical. In any 
event, their names will suit 
who they are, or perhaps 
who they are destined to 
be. Lincoln’s name emerged 
while looking at a pocket 
calendar to plan ahead for 
his pick-up date. We would 
bring home a Twin Beau’ 
D puppy on February 12. 
which happened to be Abra-
ham LINCOLN’S birthday.  
Truthfully, I can’t remember 
why I walked into the kitch-
en at times, but the memory 

of seeing Lincoln’s name in 
that booklet is as clear as 
the lake waters he would 
swim through over and over 
again. Like a message from a 
bottle, Lincoln’s name came 
and stayed. 
	 Later, we would learn that 
his name implies a connec-
tion to lakes and cliff climb-
ing, both of which marked 
two prominent inspirations 
in his life. He would grow 
to be a remarkable long dis-
tance, stick-holding swim-
mer. At only six months old, 
he would climb up and fall 
off of a small cliff at Newport 
but he’d be okay. He was ro-
bust and resilient and he’d 
go on loving life until he no 
longer could. 
	 My family still awaits de-
tails on pregnancies and par-
ents of puppies we’ve yet to 
meet in the spring of 2022. We 
haven’t decided on whether 
we’ll take two boys, or a boy 
and a girl (from the two dif-
ferent breeders for which we 
are enlisted) but we do know 
of a few names that we like. 

Destined for a good life

Lincoln assuming his name-
sake.

Excitement for a hike beside a stream.

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Eben Thompson

Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790
Ebthompson36@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured 

Thompson
Landscaping & Construction

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

CommerCial and residential

snoW PloWinG
• Leaf Clean-Ups • Lawn Mowing & Yard Work

• Tree Work • Excavations

Though we are hesitant to 
share names publicly at this 
time, we hold them dearly in 
our hearts and want to thank 
all of you who have taken the 
time to share names with us! 
One thing is for sure, the pup-

pies will have it good. Stay 
tuned for more on Living ON 
with Lincoln. 
------------------------------------------------------
Tell me a story about your 
dog’s name – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com  
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Programs and events at the Pearle
Join the Pearle L. Crawford Library, 40 Schofield Ave., Dudley  
for one of the virtual programs at the Pearle. To register go to 
www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021
Knit and crochet group Thursday 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. and Friday 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. All stitchers are welcome for this informal 
group, meeting weekly in the Fels Room.
Toddler time, Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. Come join us for Toddler 
Time.  We will have a different theme each week with stories and 
songs. This is geared for ages 18 months to 3.
Baby time, Fridays, 11:30 a.m. Join us for a Baby Time story 
time. We will be doing songs, fingerplays, and reading to our 
babies. This is geared for babies 0-15 months.
Pre-K power storytime Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. Join Miss Lida for 
Pre-School Story Time.  We will be exploring a new letter each 
week starting with A and ending in the spring with Z.  
Dungeons and Dragons group Mondays 5:00 p.m. Have you 
ever wanted to learn to play D&D or are you a player looking to 
join a group? We have an experienced DM starting a group on 
Monday Nights at the pearle. If you have a Player’s Handbook or 
dice bring them with you. We will have extras for anyone who 
needs them. Free; registration required.  
Pokemon Club, Tuesdays 3:30 p.m. Calling all Pokemon fans!  
Children ages 7 to 14 are invited to join our club.  This meet-
ing will be a great opportunity to meet other players and share 
ideas. Please make sure you bring your trading cards and any-
thing else you would like to share and discuss.

Lego challenge Wednesdays  3:30 p.m. Come join us each week 
for a different Lego challenge, from writing your name in Legos 
to making a Lego zipline.  Ages 5+
Adult craft workshop: make a holiday craft, Saturday, No-
vember 20, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Join Library staff for a fun crafting 
workshop where you’ll have the opportunity to make a variety 
of holiday crafts.  All supplies will be provided – just bring your 
creativity. Free, but space is limited, so please register.  Spon-
sored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment
Baubles and bling sale, Friday, December 3, and Saturday, 
December 4. Support the Friends of the Library and do some 
holiday shopping at the Baubles and Bling sale, featuring a wide 
assortment of new and gently used jewelry including necklaces, 
bracelets, brooches, rungs, earrings, and jewelry boxes.
Youth Advisory Council, Monday, December 6, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
All tweens and teens in grades 6-12 are invited to join. You will 
gain valuable leadership skills.  You can meet new people.  You 
can earn volunteer hours (please bring your form). Pizza and 
drinks will be served. Free; Sponsored by the Hugh W and Har-
riet K Crawford Endowment.
Heating oils of the Bible, Thursday, December 9,  6:00-7:45 p.m.
In the Bible, there are more than five hundred references to aro-
matic plants. Join us as anthropologist Christal Whelan presents 
the plants most valued in the ancient Middle East through rel-
evant passages in the Bible. Essential oils extracted from these 
key plants were used for religious ceremonies, anointing kings, 

healing the sick, embalming the dead, and as perfumes and oint-
ments. Participants will have the opportunity to sample twelve 
therapeutic-grade essential oils chosen to highlight the rich di-
versity of cultures, races, and ethnicities of the Biblical world 
and each participant will receive a kit with their own samples 
of oils to enjoy. Free, but space is limited; registration required.  
Sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Make a gingerbread house, Saturday, December 11, multiple 
sessions. Come make and decorate a gingerbread house.  We’ll 
have everything you need to create your own unique house. 
Free, but space is limited, so please register.  Sponsored by the 
Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Make a holiday centerpiece with Bemis Farms, Saturday, De-
cember 11, 10:00 a.m. Join Tina from Bemis Farms to make a 
beautiful holiday centerpiece for your table.  All materials are 
provided for this free workshop. Space is limited and registra-
tion is required. Sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Craw-
ford Endowment
 Deb’s sing-and-swing, Thursday, December 16, 10:30-11:00 a.m. 
Join Deb Hudgins for this thirty minute interactive program fea-
turing singing, guitar music, dancing, stories, and more!  This 
program will be held via Zoom.  Registered participants will re-
ceive the link 24 hours before the program. Free; registration 
required.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Library
 Teen candy bingo, Monday, December 13, 6:00-7:00 p.m. All 
teens are welcome to come play candy bingo.  We’ll have pizza 
and soda too. Free; open to ages 13-18, sponsored by the Hugh 
W. and Harriet K. Crawford Endowment.
 Wiggles and giggles, Friday, December 17, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Music, songs, and movement designed for ages 3-6. Sponsored 
by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment
 Youth Advisory Council, Monday, January 3, 5:00-6:00 p.m. All 
tweens and teens in grades 6-12 are invited to join. You will gain 
valuable leadership skills.  You can meet new people.  You can 
earn volunteer hours (please bring your form). Pizza and drinks 
will be served. Free; sponsored by the Hugh W. and Harriet K. 
Crawford Endowment.
Yoga with Julie,  Saturday, January 8, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  All 
ages are welcome at this beginner-friendly yoga class led by Ju-
lie St.Francis. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an 
adult.
Sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Lego Master builder Dan Steininger, Monday, January 10, 
6:00-7:00 p.m. Dan Steininger is one of only eight official LEGO 
Master Builders in the entire world and he wants to share what 
it’s like to have his dream job.  He uses humor, great storytelling, 
and hands on building to entertain and inspire. Free; children 
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.  Sponsored by the 
Hugh W. and Harriet K. Crawford Endowment.
 Reducing pain naturally, Thursday, January 13, 6:00 -7:45 p.m.
Do you find yourself thinking: when will this pain end? Why do 
I still have this pain? or how can I get rid of this pain?  Brad and 
Pamela Thompson will introduce some of the most recent break-
throughs in our understanding of pain and introduce a powerful 
and natural pain-reducing technique. Sponsored by the Hugh W 
and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Jewelry Jam with Kim Larkin,  Thursday, February 3, 6:00-7:45 
p.m. Make a gift for your Valentine at this jewelry-making work-
shop for teens and adults and create a mixed-media necklace 
on colorful cording using a decoupage technique with scrap-
book paper or text.  Kim will bring an assortment of materials 
to inspire your creativity. Free, but space is limited: registration 
required. Sponsored by the Hugh W. and Harriet K. Crawford 
Endowment.
 

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• SM LANDSCAPING JOBS
• ETC.

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS 
IN & OUT

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE



BMW doesn’t make a spare tire kit for your vehicle. 
Since many owners don’t like the idea of driving with-
out a spare tire, aftermarket companies are address-

ing this need. After a search, I found a company on-line: Mod-
ern Spare (https://modernspare.com). This company sells a 
complete kit, spare tire, and wheel as well and a jack and lug 
wrench for about $500. Although pricey, if I had a vehicle with 
conventional tires, I would want a temporary spare tire. 

I have a 2006 Volkswagen convertible and the rear 
window is stuck halfway up. I can hear the motor, 
but the window won’t move. It is a convertible and 
I’m putting it away for the winter. What is wrong and 

can I fix it myself? 

This is a typical failure. I have replaced both the left 
and right window lift mechanisms on my wife’s VW. 
The system uses a cable arrangement to move the win-

dow on the track. You can by a repair kit online for about $30. 
The repair is not that difficult, but time consuming. You need 
to remove the rear seat, door panel and window.  Once you get 
to that point you should be able to remove the mechanism and 
replace the damaged parts, an extra set of hands is helpful. 
Take plenty of pictures and watch some videos on YouTube 
and you should be able to repair it. 
 

steering symbols. Altogether, at the same time and I have been 
told it is the ABS module. There’s no check engine lights on.  
Can you tell me if car can pass inspection in Massachusetts 
since all these lights are related to ABS and in our state of Mas-
sachusetts ABS light is irrelevant? 

You are correct that a vehicle with an ABS light on will 
be able to pass the Massachusetts safety inspection. 
The issue is that any red brake warning light is a fail-

ure. The reason is even though there may be no issue with the 
brake system, with the warning light illuminated you wouldn’t 
know if there was an actual issue with brake hydraulics of 
the parking brake. The repair could be the ABS module, but 
I would also check battery voltage and all power and ground 
connections. I have seen as many poor connection issues as I 
have faulty modules.

 
My 2017 BMW X5 5.0 came with run-flat tires which 
I have since replaced with traditional tires. I have 
called BMW to ask if they have a compact spare 
which could be used in an emergency and they 

have responded that they do not. Is there an aftermarket com-
pany or a compact spare tire that you could recommend? I 
thought such an item would be readily available if one chose 
not to stay with the run-flat tires.

I have a question about gathering factory model spe-
cific information on a 1973 Volkswagen Super Beetle 
sedan. My son bought the car in his junior year in high 
school (2011), and we’ve maintained it trying to stay to 

the OEM specs and parts as much as we could. We belong to a 
local VW club and get some tips and help from other members. 
But it seems like anyone who has a complete restoration, had 
a lot of the work done by VW specialty shops. My son is off 
at Berkeley now for the past 4 years working on his doctor-
ate in material sciences. I have been keeping the car running 
and serviced.  I am trying to keep the small details as close to 
factory as possible but am having a hard time finding reliable 
factory information. Internet searches are frustrating and the 
documentation we have so far is sometimes not enough. Can 
you recommend any paths to get reliable information that can 
help us with this? 

You may be able to find a service manual on eBay. This 
website has some pretty good original parts for sale as 
well as information https://www.thesamba.com/vw/

classifieds/cat.php?id=29. There is Wagen-Werks https://www.
wagen-werks.com/ which also has restoration parts. Bentley 
Publishers has a good range of books for early Volkswagens 
ranging from repair manuals to historical publications. www.
bentleypublishers.com.

I have a 2014 Honda Accord that has warning lights 
on the dash for ABS, hands brake, VSA and power 
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The Car Doctor
John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other 
popular podcast sites. Email your 
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul

M&M Auto Body
7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070

mm.auto@verizon.net

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

R.S. #3926

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner
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Payments as low as $50 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Come Check Out Our Prices!
FARRAR Auto Body, Inc.

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

Bad Credit 
No Credit 

No Problem
We Finance 
everyone!
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Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

Remote Car Starters
Car Stereos

Jay Morse
508.765.3836

405 East Main Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

SALES / SERVICE / INSTALLATION
Owner Operated - Remote Starters Our Specialty Since 2001

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job...no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• Environmentally Friendly

SMALL LOADSMALL LOAD
CONCRETECONCRETE

SERVING WORCESTER COUNTYSERVING WORCESTER COUNTY

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

     Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
Concrete finishing services available

Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners       Contractors

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Bobcat Work

Fully Insured         774-230-9080    Free Estimates
Charlton, MA 

~ Servicing Worcester County ~

• Storm Damage
• Clean Outs
• Trash Removal

Colin’s Property Maintenance
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Help us tell the story as a 
Slater Experience Guide 
Slater Experience Guides are volunteer 
hosts of the Samuel Slater Experience 
(SSE) who support and enhance visitors’ 
experiences throughout their tour of the 
museum.
	 As knowledgeable emissaries, they 
greet visitors, assist with self-guided 
tours, supply transitional and anecdotal 
information for each exhibit, explain the 
digital technology and techniques used, 
and answer specific questions about the 
Samuel Slater story, the founding of Web-
ster, and the history of the Samuel Slater 
Experience.
Requirements
Slater Experience Guides are expected to 
share an interest and enthusiasm for the 
history of the American Industrial Revolu-
tion and the town of Webster. 	
		  They should have good people 
skills and the ability to actively interact 
with children, school groups, and adults 
in public speaking settings.
	 Volunteer Experience Guides are asked 
to make a one-year commitment and be 
available for at least two 3-hour shifts per 

month during SSE’s hours of operation, 
including at least two weekend days each 
quarter. 
	 SSE will provide periodic training sessions 
covering all aspects of the museum, the 
technology, and the building. Slater Experi-
ence Guides must be able to attend Slater 
Experience Guide Orientation and Training 
and are expected to review additional ma-
terial as periodically provided or approved 
by SSE in order to stay up to date on any 
changes, additions or deletions, and to 
broaden their knowledge of our mission.
Benefits
Experience guides will receive a family 
pass for free entry to the museum during 
their tenure as volunteers. They will receive 
a 20% discount in the gift shop, a 20% 
discount on event rentals, and invitations 
to special events. 
	 For an application form, contact 
Reanna Kuzdzal at 508-461-2955 or email 
rkuzdzal@samuelslaterexperience.org. 		
Applicants will be asked to come in for an 
in-person interview.

Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library calendar 
The Gladys E. Kelly Public Library in Webster. 2 Lake St., Web-
ster, 508-949-3880, has listed the following calendar of events.  
All programs are scheduled to be held outside on the Library 
lawn (unless otherwise noted), weather permitting.
Adult Programming
	 Book Discussion Group – The Gladys E. Kelly Public Library 
Adult Book Discussion Group meets at 6:30 pm.  New mem-
bers are always welcome! Next month’s book discussion will 
be on Monday, November 15, at 6:30 p.m. the meeting will 
take place via Zoom, and will be about the book The Other 
Einstein by Marie Benedict. Stop by the library, or reach out 
by phone to 508-949-3880, or by email to ehale@cwmars.org 
for inquiries.
Children’s and young adult programming
	 Fall into Reading at the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library – 
through December 20 sign up at: gladyskellylibrary.beanstack.
org, or download the Beanstack app on iOS or Android. Join 
this fun reading program for kids 0-12. Earn digital badges 
as you log reading, earn digital badges for attending library 
events, earn book prizes by reading! Read 10 hours to com-
plete the program. This new online reading platform has an 
app that is easy to download and use. Along with the web, you 
can also ask for a paper version. Questions? Contact Andrew 
at atai@cwmars.org.
	 Songs and Stories Storytime – Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Join Miss 
Emily Wednesday mornings at 10 am to read books, sing songs, 
and do rhyme games. Meet other children and caregivers at this 
community event. After stories, catch up with other community 
members over a simple craft. This Storytime is best for children 
0-5, but all ages are welcome. Masks are required for everyone in 
the children’s room over the age of 2 years. Disposable masks will 
be available.
	 LEGO Club – Thursdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. LEGO Club is 
back, and we’re so excited to have you build with us again. 
Stop by the storytime room every Tuesday at 3:30 to freeplay 
with our bucketloads of LEGOs or try out our weekly chal-
lenge. Masks are required for everyone in the Children’s 
Room over the age of 2 years. Disposable masks will be avail-
able.
	 Drop in Paint Hour – Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. It’s time to 
break out the paintbrushes. With a variety of paints and paper 
available, bring your artist of any age to join in the fun. Masks 
are required for everyone in the Children’s Room over the age 
of 2 years. Disposable masks will be available.
	 STEAM Kids – Thursdays, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Join Miss Emily in 
a weekly STEAM event.  That is Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, and Mathematics. Each week there will be a new 
project to tackle from slime making and catapult challenges, 
to board game development and bath bombs. Every week 
contains some take home element. These events are best for 
children 7-12, but siblings are always welcome. Some events 
may have a limited number of places, in this case children 
between 7-12 will have preference. Caregivers must remain for 
the duration of the event. Masks are required for everyone in 
the children’s room over the age of 2 years. Disposable masks 
will be available.

From left to right: Jimmy Machado, Executive Director of 
MPA, Ryan Fattman, Stephanie Fattman, Alissa Burke, Pres-
ident of MPA.

Fattman receives Legislator 
of the Year award from 
police organization
BOSTON – State Senator 
Ryan Fattman (R-Sutton) 
was awarded the 2021 Leg-
islator of the Year award 
from the Massachusetts Po-
lice Association on October 
21. The MPA is the largest 
police organization in the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, and their Legisla-
tor of the Year award is the 
highest honor conferred 
by the organization to a 
legislator for their commit-
ment to law enforcement 
officers. 
  	Senator Fattman has been 
a life-long supporter of law 
enforcement and sees pub-
lic safety as a top priority 
of his legislation since he 
began his tenure at the State 
House. This was amplified 
when he stood up to defend 
law enforcement officers 
when no one else would. In 
July 2020, immediately after 
the July 4th holiday, Sen-
ate leadership unveiled a 
sweeping police reform bill. 
Members of Senate were giv-
en an amendment deadline 
of 24 hours after it was re-
leased, and then they were 
expected to vote on the bill 
within 48 hours of that dead-
line. Citing that this process 
was rushed, reactionary, 
and unfair, Senator Fattman 

used a procedural move to 
delay a vote on the bill. The 
rushed process resulted 
in a flawed product with 
multiple unintended con-
sequences. Furthermore, 
key stakeholders such as 
law enforcement, were not 
brought in on the process 
of creating this bill. When 
Senator Fattman delayed 
the bill several days, those 
stakeholders were allowed 
a seat at the table. Ultimate-
ly, the bill passed, but it was 
not as onerous as the first 
one that was brought to the 
Senate floor. Senator Fatt-
man’s life-long commitment 
of law enforcement coupled 
with the bold actions taken 
on the Senate floor to bring 
awareness to this harmful 
bill, made him a deserving 
recipient of MPA’s Legisla-
tor of the Year Award. 
 	 “I was honored to receive 
MPA’s 2021 Legislator of the 
Year Award,” said Senator 
Fattman. “The brave men 
and women of our law en-
forcement carry a difficult 
burden in their profession, 
and it often comes without 
any thanks. My commitment 
to public safety officials in 
the legislature is the least I 
can do to say, ‘Thank you,’ 
for all that they do for our 
communities.” 

SOUTHBRIDGE: The Har-
rington Auxiliary is proud to 
bring back Gary McKinstry, 
world-renowned, professional 
medium and psychic, to the 
Southbridge Senior Center 
153 Chestnut Street in South-
bridge. McKinstry’s presenta-
tion, which offers attendees 
an opportunity to connect 
with loved ones who have 
passed to the other side, will 
take place on Wednesday, De-
cember 1, from 6 to 8 pm. 
	 McKinstry’s psychic activi-
ties are legendary and have 
been chronicled in Ghost 
Hunters of America: Real Sto-
ries of Paranormal Investiga-
tors. He is one of a handful of 
psychics to have toured the 

Gary McKinstry returns for 
Harrington Auxiliary benefit

Gary McKinstry

Victorian Mansion in Gardner, 
which he certified as unques-
tionably haunted. McKinstry 
has also verified that the Pub-
lick House in Sturbridge is 
haunted and has been since 
the Colonial era.
	 At the event attendees will 
have an opportunity to pur-
chase raffle tickets for a one-
hour private reading with 
McKinstry. Raffle tickets are 
three for $5.
	 Tickets for the main event 
are $25 and can be purchased 
through Harrington Hospital’s 
volunteer office at 100 South 
Street, Southbridge. For more 
information, please call 508-
765-6473 or email khibbard@
harringtonhospital.org.
	 This event featuring Gary 
McKinstry is held in memory 
of Cecile T. Edmunds. 
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BHS Homecoming
Bartlett High School Senior football players and cheerleaders were honored at the October 29 game held at Memo-
rial Athletic Field. Seniors players are Juan Rivera Sanchez, Christopher Adjei, Darrion Sheppherd, Blake Haney, 
Jay Whitney, Mark Blanchard, Bryce Patterson, Asadel Frimpong, Adianna Roure, Aryanah  Walker-Sanchez, Jorge 
Rodriguez, Jacob Plasse, Ben Karontang, Emmanuel  Pierre. Senior Cheerleaders are Olivia Lahens, Adianna Roure, 
Aryanah  Walker-Sanchez.

Peter 
Coyle

Pete’s Sports

Almac Motors Inc.
173 Thompson Rd.

Webster, MA
508-943-5566

Dave 774-230-2185        
Ted  860-942-6371

REMEMBER THERE IS NO DEAL 

2009 GMC SIERRA
Reg. cab, V8, 4x4 auto.................................$6,995
2005 TOYOTA MATRIX
4 cyl., auto, very clean  ............................... $5,500
2005 SUBARU LEGACY
Auto., 4 cyl., AWD .......................................$3,500
2003 JEEP WRANGLER
Auto., 4x4, trail rated..................................$6,500
2011 CHEVY SILVERADO
X cab, 4x4, auto., loaded ..................... $11,999
2012 CHEVY IMPALA
LTZ, like new, leather .............................$8,500
2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
4 cyl., auto, nice car ..............................$6,995
1999 CHEVY MONTE CARLO
V6, auto., loaded ................................... $3500
          Go Pats! Go Bruins! Go Celtics!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

Almac’s Thanks You With 
These Tasty Delights!

Happy Thanksgiving to all 
schoolboy sports fans, espe-
cially to all the alumni from 
all the local high schools 
who are returning to the 
South Country  for your 
traditional Thanksgiving 
reunions with family and 
friends. 
	 The reality of Thanksgiv-
ing is it is “Glory Days” at its 
best. Memory Lane. Rooting 
for your teams on this tra-
ditional schoolboy football 
game is always enjoyable. 
Beware though, Thanksgiv-
ing morning football games 
have lost their historic 
identity in terms of fan at-
tendance. Crowds of 8,000 
faithful fans are not happen-
ing anymore at the Bartlett-

Southbridge football game. 
	 In Southbridge’s Joe Cap-
illo’s book, “They Played 
to Win,” Capillo reported 
that game attendance in the 
1930s, 40s, 50s, and 60s with 
fan numbers ranged from 
5,000 to 10,000 attendees. 
The 1970s and 80s showed a 
steady 4,000 to 6,000 tickets 
being sold and the 90’s held 
up to a 3,000 to 4,000 gate at-
tendance.
	 The diminishing crowd 
numbers began to fall in the 
year 2000 with 2,500 fans 
and moving the time line 
forward to 2019, the  over 
100 year old Bartlett-South-
bridge game drew 300 fans.
	 This year’s game in Web-
ster will draw about 300 fans 
if the weather is seasonable. 
	 Back in the 1950s to 2000, 
radio stations  WESO and 
WGFP both covered the 
Bartlett-Southbridge game 

live and Q-100 FM covered 
the Shepherd Hill Tantasqua 
game live. All three radio sta-
tions were real time and the 
Oxford-Auburn game was 
tape delayed on WESO and 
that followed the post game 
of the Bartlett-Southbrisge 
game. 
	 By the way, the pre-game 
on the three live radio sta-
tions began at 9 a.m. with 
the kickoff at 10:15 a.m. By 
the time the taped-delay 
Oxford-Auburn game was 
finished, WESO was signing 
off at 4 p.m. That was school-
boy football from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. or seven hours of high 
school football on the local 
airwaves. 
	 That’s how crazy the inter-
est was in those years for 
local Thanksgiving Day high 
school football. 
	 Add in the night before 
Thanksgiving coaches show 

on WESO that went from 5:15 
p.m. to 7 p.m. that included 
the head football coaches 
from Bartlett, Southbridge, 
Shepherd Hill, and Tan-
tasqua in the studio live at 
WESO in Southbridge. Call-
ins were taken during that 
coaches show from fans 
who wanted to ask a specific 
question to one of the coach-
es or wish them good luck.
The coaches show could 
have easily lasted until 9 
p.m. because there was that 
much interest. This address 
knows because yours truly 
hosted the show from 1984-
2000. It was special and a lot 
of fun. 
	 This year’s BHS-SHS game 
is being played at Webster’s 
Memorial Field on upper 
Ray Street. The grandstands 
on both sides of the field 
have been taken downin 
2020 and have not been re-

  JO
HN THE ROOFER CO.MA HIC # 111318 MA CSL # 97139

“70 YEARS STRONG!”
“Hire the BEST“Hire the BEST,, because you live under that roof!” because you live under that roof!”

•Shingles
•Rubber & TPO
•Standing Seam Metal

TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntheroofer.com

•Vinyl Siding
•Replacement Windows
•Carpentry Services

placed. Bartlett has played 
all their home games this 
season to standing only 
crowds. A recent drive by on 
Ray Street has shown some 
activity of a portable alumi-
num set of stands/bleachers 
for this year’s Thanksgiving 
morning game. Looks like 
the portable bleachers will 
sit 40 people and will be on 
the home side by the press 
box. Looks like the South-
bridge fans will be standing 
on November 25 as white 
paint boundaries appear be-
hind the players and coach-
es area of both sides of the 
field. That means if you go to 
the game that morning, you 
can follow the ball up and 
down either sideline as long 
as you don’t interfere with 
the coaches and players 
area. Those portable bleach-
ers on the Bartlett side won’t 
be a problem if you antici-
pate following the football. If 
the weather is bad, you can 
opt to the baseball grand-
stand if you have binoculars 
and watch the game behind 
the home plate area. Both 
Bartlett and Southbridge 
are winless this 2021 sea-
son and both have struggled 
to get this far in the season 
because of roster numbers. 
Here are my picks for the 3 
local games this Thanksgiv-
ing morning.
Bartlett over Southbridge 
in Webster
	 Throw the season records 
out and for all you Indian 
seniors, this is the game that 
you will remember the rest 
of your lives. No pressure. 
All adrenaline.You can do 
this. Bryce Patterson can 

tell all you seniors what this 
game means as the Patter-
son family has a long his-
tory of family members who 
played in this epic battle. 
Last chances in life are in 
front of you to be taken ad-
vantage of. Bartlett wins at 
home in a close one.
Shepherd Hill over Tan-
tasqua in Sturbridge
	 The Rams will have a good 
Turkey Day with Alex Siwik 
and Romeo Holland leading 
the way in Sturbridge at the 
Reservation for the 10 a.m. 
kickoff. SH has dominated 
this holiday game and this 
space only asks one thing 
from you Rams. The Tony 
Vegnone MVP award has to 
come back to Dudley. Back 
in the day, the Vegnone 
award was for the MVP, not 
offense or defense to get two 
players the Tony Vegnone 
award so the losing team 
got to share too. That’s what 
they do today. The winning 
team gets bragging rights for 
Tony Vegnone. Go Rams and 
the SH player who wins the 
award is the true Tony Veg-
none MVP.
Oxford over Bay Path at 
Oxford
	 Go Pirates. Sorry I had 
your ship sailing to Man-
chester two weeks ago. You 
adjusted your sails perfectly 
and won two in a row. Keep 
Lucas Lambert up in the 
crow’s nest for you Pirates. 
He is the guy, but watch out 
for Gabe Espinosa for Bay 
Path. He is a bone crusher 
on defense. It looks like 
clear sailing for the Pirates 
on Thanksgiving.

Pigskin Picks and missing the Glory Days
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Fall SpecialFall Special
Al’sAl’sRUBBISH & CONTAINER RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM  

77 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 0159077 Providence Rd., Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.comWebsite: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.comE-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish Al’s Rubbish 
ProvidesProvides
• Dumpster Rental 
    Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include Drop Off 
    and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle 

SUTTON, MILLBURYSUTTON, MILLBURY and GRAFTON and GRAFTON

 FREE 
DROP OFF 

AND 
PICK UP

Support 
Local Small 

Business

10 yard   $300      10 yard   $300      
15 yard   $350    15 yard   $350    
20 yard   $47520 yard   $475

         3 DAY RENTAL ONLY !!         3 DAY RENTAL ONLY !!

Serving the 
Blackstone Valley and 

the Surrounding Towns 
in Worcester County

Cdr. Michael Masley (right), sharing a proud moment with his unit in Alabama years ago. 
Photo from Facebook

Members of the Oxford NJROTC participated in the dedication ceremony.

The Oxford High School 
football field scoreboard 
was dedicated to Cdr. Mi-
chael C. Masley Jr. before 
the game on Friday, Octo-
ber 23. School and town offi-
cials presented the program 
with Cdr. Masley’s family 
members present.
	 Cdr. Masley graduated 
from the US Naval Academy 
with honors in 1975. Cdr. 
Masley served 20 in the 
Navy, retiring from active 
duty in 1995. 
	 Cdr. Masley was then 
hired as the first Senior 
Naval Science instructor 
at Oxford High School and 
began the Naval Junior 
Reserve Officer Training 
Core (NJROTC) unit at the 

Oxford High School’s Navy JROTC Naval Science Instructor Master Chief David Youngsman 
addressed Cdr. Michael Masley’s family and the audience at the football field scoreboard 
dedication on Friday evening, October 22.

OHS scoreboard dedicated to Cdr. Michael Masley Jr.

school. Under his direction, 
the unit earned 25 national 
program awards in 20 years. 
Cdr. Masley not only led his 
unit to achieve great recog-
nition, he was a mentor and 

friend to his cadets and their 
families. He retired from 
his post as director of the 
NJROTC unit in 2017.
See more photos on the 
Yankee Xpress Facebook page
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WHITCOPRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons

MATTRESS
SALE!

TWIN: Reg. $299

NOW $18999

FULL: Reg. $499

NOW $26999

QUEEN: Reg. $599

NOW $29999

Mon.Fri. 10-9; Sat. 9-8; Sun. 12-7

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9343

BLACK NOVEMBERBLACK NOVEMBER

1000s OF APPLIANCES
IN STOCK FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY

DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $44999

$39999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $79999

$69999

DELUXE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $49999

$47999

FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR 
ELECTRIC RANGE

Reg. $54999

$59999

KITCHENAID
DISHWASHER

Reg. $99999

$89999

LG FRONT LOAD 
WASHER

Reg. $89999

$66999

STAINLESS
SMOOTH TOP STOVE

Reg. $79999

$69999

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $169999

$129999

DELUXE ELECTRIC
DRYER

Reg. $54999

$47999

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $29899

$17999

GE TOP LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $84999

$59999

GIGANTICGIGANTIC
TV  SALETV  SALE

OVER 1,500 BICYCLES INSTOCK

100s of
FREEZERS

IN STOCK!

LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR! BEAT THE SHORTAGES & PRICE INCREASE!

GIANT TOY GIANT TOY 
DEPARTMENTDEPARTMENT
BLACK FRIDAY BLACK FRIDAY 
OPEN 8AM - 10PMOPEN 8AM - 10PM

SEE OUR FLYER INSIDE THIS ISSUESEE OUR FLYER INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Tales from beyond

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm • Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

SALES & 
SERVICE

Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 • 860-923-9100 • 860-923-2626

www.AmericanRentAll.com

•Self Storage
•Climate Controlled Areas
•Honda Generators/Mowers
•Moving Supplies
•Propane

and American Self Storage

Inquire within or call for details.

T-Shirts

Banners

Lawn Signs

Coffee Mugs

Embroidery

Business Cards

Canvas Prints

And MORE!

Graphics

YOUR #1 CHOICE FOR CUSTOM:

www.Choice1Graphics.com         
Info@Choice1Graphics.com

508-949-2024

Contact Us!

505 S. Main St, Webster, MA

By Thomas D’Agostino
www.tomdagostino.com
New England is full of incred-
ible legends and stories that 
add to the magic of the region. 
There is one certain legend 
that resides near the Tri-State 
border of Massachusetts, Con-
necticut and Rhode Island.
   At the crossroads of Wake-
field and Croff in Burrillville, 
Rhode island, one will find the 
remains of a small burial lot. 
If it were not for the sign that 
marks it as Rhode Island His-
torical Cemetery # 1, visitors 
may never know it is actually 
the Sherman family burial lot. 
   Raised up from the road by 
a stone wall, the unmarked 
plot holds the remains of five 
members of the Sherman 
family and what looks like 
the remains of a cellar hole 
where perhaps their cabin 
once graced. Buried in this lot 
are Caroline Sherman, born 
1837-death unknown, Clark 
Sherman, born 1831-death un-
known, Ellen Sherman, birth 
and death dates unknown, 
Laura Marsh Sherman, born 
September 24, 1803-died 1870, 
and Squire Crandell Sher-
man, born July 1828 and died 
April 21, 1879.
	 The only trace of gravestones 
is the base of Laura Sherman’s 
monument. The others have 
nothing left but mounds rising 
from the earth to show of their 
being buried there. 
	 Legend states the rest of 

the stones were stolen to 
perform some sort of rituals. 
This would seem easy to do 
as the lot is located in an iso-
lated area along the woods of 
Buck Hill.
   The lack of death dates on 
record would indicate that 
the Clark family buried their 
own and never bothered to 
record exact dates of death 
with the town. Some claim 
that Caroline and Ellen may 
have been the wives of Clark 
Sherman, but it is the grave 
of Laura Sherman, the oldest 
of them all, that is of interest 
in this narrative. Laura may 
have been the matriarch of 
the family and still watches 
over her loved ones.
	 It has been passed down 
from generation to generation 
that Laura haunts the lot. If 
you visit on a full moon and 
dance around her grave thir-
teen times, she will appear 
and answer your questions. It 
is a local legend that has been 
attempted many times. Some 
have fled in fear as Laura 
Sherman materialized out of 
a wisp of smoke, keeping her 
part of the bargain for their 
toil, while others swore the 
whole story is nothing more 
than an urban legend created 
by the local boy scout camp 
at Buck Hill.
	 There are other stories 
of people who swore Laura 
Sherman watches over the 

graveyard. Many of the Bur-
rillville residents say that 
they have been startled or 
even frightened by what they 
believe is the ghost of Laura 
standing at the edge of the 
plot looking at the road as 
they drove by. When they 
would look back, the ghost 
would be gone.

	 One account relates to a 
small group of high school 
students who decided to call 
forth the spirit of Laura. One 
of the girls circled the grave 
thirteen times while the small 
throng waited anxiously for 
the ghost to appear. After 
a while, they felt deceived 
by the spirit and left the lot. 

The Legend of Laura Sherman
While driving away, the peo-
ple in the other car noticed 
an old woman sitting in the 
back seat of the car driven by 
the girl who tried to summon 
Laura from her eternal rest.
	 If you decide to visit the 
cemetery be thoughtful and 
courteous to both the living 
and the dead. 

Thomas D’Agostino and 
his wife Arlene Nicholson 
are seasoned paranormal 
investigators, authors, and 
co-organizers of Paranormal 
United Research Society. 
You can find out more 
about them by visiting 
www.tomdagostino.com.
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Shop Local for Quality Cards and Gifts!

This holiday season, order your cards 
from a trusted, local vendor. 

Our Town Publishing now offers 
holiday cards, prints, photos gifts 

and more!
Go to 

ourtownpublishing.com
to get started today!

74 Main St., Suite 16 • Medway, MA 02053
508-533-NEWS (6397) • ourtownpublishing.com

**Rare Opportunity, with Amazing Benefits**

CDL CLASS A & B DRIVERS WANTED 

Our servicing hours are Monday-Friday, 7AM-3:30PM, with 
OT available. Helgerson’s is a well-established and reputable 
Septic & Excavating Company that drives quality, integrity, 

superior performance & Teamwork. We are a Family-Owned 
Company servicing our customers for over 25 years. 

Jeff D. Helgerson Excavating, Inc

Benefits: 100% paid Medical Insurance premiums 
• STD & Life Insurance • Simple IRA, with matched contribution 
• Paid Time Off • Paid Uniforms • On Call Incentive Pay   
• Annual Bonus • On Job Training • Growth Opportunities 

Requirements: Valid Class A or B license • Current Medical 
Card • Tankers Endorsement • Flexibility • Experience with  
Septic Cleaning, Wastewater Hauling or Industrial Vacuum 
equipment is a plus.

Competitive pay based on abilities & experience.   Visit our website at www.helgersonexcavating.com  

Are you looking for a change  
and want to work, drive & haul  
locally with regular work hours?  

Interested applicants may direct  
questions and application requests to  

Jessica Pinto-Boniface at 508.248.7242

Pictured are Sarah Garcia with her baby daughter between 
three members of P.E.O. Chapter R: Pamela Thomas-
Nielsen, Georgeanne T. Roe, and Jane Flynn.

CHARLTON - The P.E.O. or-
ganization is honored to an-
nounce that the prestigious 
PCE (Program for Continu-
ing Education) grant in the 
amount of $2,000 for the 2021-
2022 academic year, was 
presented to Sarah Garcia of 
Charlton, one of the practical 
nursing students of Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy’s 
Class of 2022. The scholar-
ship was presented to Garcia 
by Georgeanne Roe, Jane 
Flynn, Barbara Smith, and 
Pam Thomas-Nielsen all from 
Chapter R. 
	 Garcia is an energetic and 
compassionate Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
whose knowledge is based 
on the accumulation of close 
to ten years of hands-on ex-
perience as a personal care 
attendant, home health aide, 
and CNA. She obtained her 
nursing assistant certifica-
tion through the American 
Red Cross in 2011. As a prac-
tical nursing student at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Acad-
emy, she has completed her 
Mental Health First Aid cer-
tification and Dementia Care 
certification. She has also 
completed COVID-19 Con-
tact Tracing through Cours-
era and the Johns Hopkins 
University. Most recently 
she completed a course on 
domestic violence. Garcia 
is a member of the UNICEF 
Club, helping raise funds 

P.E.O. honors Garcia with PCE grant

and spread awareness for 
children’s advocacy. She 
participated at the recent 
Walk to end Alzheimer’s in 
Worcester and the Out of the 
Darkness Walk in Natick for 
the American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention (AFSP).  
	 The scholarship is based 
on potential for future suc-
cess, excellence in leader-
ship, extracurricular ac-
tivities, community service, 
and academics. Garcia ex-
emplifies each of these pil-
lars through her academic 
excellence, well-rounded 
interests and involvement, 
passion for leadership and 
serving others, and immense 
dedication to the interest of 
nursing. The PCE grant is 
intended for use in complet-
ing a degree or certification 

necessary for improving 
or gaining skills leading 
to employment. P.E.O is a 
philanthropic organization 
where women celebrate the 
advancement of women, ed-
ucate women through schol-
arships, grants, awards, 
loans, and stewardship, and 
motivate women to achieve 
their highest aspirations.  
	 In an email Debra Dum-
ler, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees P.E.O. Program 
for Continuing Education 
wished Garcia great suc-
cess for the years ahead. 
Dumler also encouraged the 
sponsoring Chapter R to cel-
ebrate Garcia’s award. More 
information about P.E.O. 
may be obtained by visiting 
www.peointernational.org  
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Carpet Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford • 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com • Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

100s OF ROLLS 100s OF ROLLS 
OF STAIN RESISTANT OF STAIN RESISTANT 

CARPETCARPET
Celebrating 

50 Years!

GET THE HELP 
YOU NEED 

CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.

   HOURS 
Monday to Friday 6am-8pm  

Saturday 8am-8pm • Sunday 9am-5pm

65 James Street • Worcester, MA 01603   (774) 530-6966

Milk, Eggs, Bread, Snacks, ATM, Lottery, Cigarettes, 
Tobacco, Cigars and Smoking Accessories.

NOW SELLING  BEER,NOW SELLING  BEER,
WINE AND ICE!!!WINE AND ICE!!!

FREE COFFEE
from

6 am to 7 am

We’re showing our gratitude 
for our wide open spaces 
and amazing communities 
Thanksgiving weekend as 
TLGV hosts a Walktober 
Redux. We’re welcoming ev-
eryone to join us in celebra-
tion of the holidays and an 
appreciation of the wonders 
of The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor. 
The Walktober Redux 
lineup includes:
TLGV Natchaug Trail 
#OptOutside Hike
Join Chief Ranger Bill Reid 
to #OptOutside with a Walk-
tober Redux hike at 9 am 
Nov. 26 on the Natchaug 
Trail in Eastford. The hike 
will take us through a vari-
ety of terrain and along the 
beautiful Natchaug River 
and past Beaverdam Marsh. 
Our route will take us past 
or near historic structures, 
such as the homestead of 
Gen. Nathaniel Lyon and the 
old Civilian Conservation 
Corps camp. Along the way 
we’ll learn about the forest 
around us and the history 
of the location. We will also 
plan a stop at Gen. Lyon Me-
morial Park for a rest and a 
snack. The hike is just more 
than 3 miles and includes 
a narrow forest trail with 
stream crossings, muddy 
spots, surface rocks and 
roots and about 400 feet in 

elevation. It is a moderate to 
difficult hike and is not rec-
ommended for people with 
mobility difficulty. The hike 
is expected to be from 9 a.m. 
to noon. RSVP is required. 
There is a limit of 20 people. 
Please contact Bill Reid at 
860-774-3300 or Bill@tlgv.org 
for more information, to sign 
up and for directions.
TLGV Acorn Adventure – 
Hiking 101 with NOW
Exploring the outdoors of 
The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor is a 
perfect – and free – way to 
enjoy time together as a fam-
ily. But getting outside can 
also be intimidating. Join 
Northeast Opportunities for 
Wellness (NOW) Executive 
Director Tayler Shea, TLGV’s 
Chief Ranger Bill Reid and 
TLGV TerraCorps Service 
Member Monique Salvas as 
we hit the trails in Thomp-
son to teach kids how to be 
safe, fuel their bodies (there 
will be snacks!) and enjoy 
the outdoors. 
	 We’ll stretch, learn and 
explore the trails in two ses-
sions Nov. 27. From 10 am to 
noon we will gear the pro-
gram to little ones ages 4 to 
9 (younger children are wel-
come). At 1 pm we’ll tackle 
the trail with kids 10 and up. 
Registration for this free pro-
gram is required. Parking is 

limited. Exact location will 
be given after registration. 
TLGV’s Acorn Adventures 
are always free thanks to 
the generous sponsorship of 
Centreville Bank.  
	 To register for this free, fun 
filled event, head to www.
NOWinMotion.org/Events to 
locate the registration page. 

TLGV offers Walktober Redux

Hours:
M-F 7:30am-6:00pm
Sat. 7:30am-5:00pm
Sun. 9:00am-2:00pm

12 Norwich Rd.
Plainfield, CT 06374

(860) 564-2796

Vandi Auto Supply, Inc.
389 E. Main St.

Southbridge, MA 01550
(508) 909-0025

3 W. Main St.
Dudley, MA 01571

(508) 943-0127

392 Providence Rd.
Brooklyn, CT 06234

(860) 774-5472

SPECIAL
DISCOUNTS 
FOR TRIPLE 
AAA MEMBERS

WELCOME OUR 
NEWEST LOCATION

340 School St.
Putnam, CT 06260

(860) 928-7946

OFFERS GOOD NOV. 1 - DEC. 31, 2021

Or you can call TLGV at 860-
774-3300 or email Bill@tlgv.
org 
TLGV’s Sun Spotting
Our sun is an active and 
complex ball of energy and 
gases, and right now it’s in a 
very active phase. Join Night 
Sky Rangers Geoff and Kim 
at 1 pm Nov. 28 at Hopeville 

State Park, 929 Hopeville 
Rd., Griswold CT to get a 
look at the sun like you have 
never seen it before. With 
the help of special filters we 
will gaze directly at the sun 
looking for sun spots and 
more.
	 The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor is 

the last stretch of dark night 
sky in the coastal sprawl 
between Boston and Wash-
ington, D.C.  The Last Green 
Valley, Inc. works for you in 
the National Heritage Cor-
ridor. Together we can care 
for it, enjoy it and pass it on.

Francesca J. Kefalas
Assistant Director

P.E.O. honors Garcia with PCE grant
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home

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

automotive

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 
Tune-Ups & Repairs 

Pickup & Delivery 
Lawnmower Repair

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

THINKING ABOUT PAINTING YOUR CABINETS?
More affordable, less disruptive than you may think

with AMAZING results

econnor117@gmail.com       
207.779.7142

Fine Interior Finishes

508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

Gift Certificates available in any denomination Gift Certificates available in any denomination 
make great Christmas gifts.make great Christmas gifts.

Professional Car Cleaning
Motorcycles & Boats
Owner: Vic Catacchio Since 1983

218 Worcester St.
N. Grafton, MA 01536
774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

Tips on financial planning

Dennis Antonopoulos

GI Joe Figures + 
Vehicles Wanted

from the 
1980’s 
& 1990’s

Please call 
860-933-5549 S

T

GI Joe Figures & Vehicles Wanted

Please call 860-933-5549

From the 
1980s and 

1990s

CLEAN OUTS
DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EvERYThING!!
“Better than the rest” - vERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

Erica O’Brien, L.O.
371 Main Street

Sturbridge, MA 01566
774-241-0718

www.studiotwentytwenty.com

Now offering eye exams, 
contact lenses, and glasses

Frame choices from 
Independent Companies

Sunglasses  Sunglasses  
Computer GlassesComputer Glasses

Blue Light Protection GlassesBlue Light Protection Glasses
Safety Eyewear Safety Eyewear 

Cycling / Motorcycle Enthusiast Glasses
Golf & Performance Glasses

Stop in to see the unique selection!
Gift cards available for purchase 

in-store, online, or over the phone. Mon. & Sat. By Appointment; Tues.-Thurs. 9am-4pm; Fri. 9am-5pm

306 Main St., PO Box 538, Douglas, MA 01516
Cell: 508-864-0520 • Fax: 508-476-1766

www.countrylivingdouglas.com

Cliff Van Reed
Owner/Broker

Cell: 508-864-0520
cliffvanreed@realtor.com

Your employer-sponsored 
retirement plan is a valuable 
asset. But sometimes things 
happen that can affect the 
status of your plan. So, for 
example, if you work for a 
hospital that changes own-
ership, and you have been 
participating in a 403(b), 
457(b) or 401(k) retirement 
plan, what should you do 
with it now?

 	 Basically, you have four 
options:
•	Cash out your plan
You can simply cash out your 
plan and take the money, but 
you’ll have to pay taxes on 
it, and possibly penalties as 
well. So, unless you really 
need the funds and you have 
no other alternative, you may 
want to avoid liquidating 
your account.
•	Roll your account into 
your new employer’s plan
If it’s allowed, you can roll 
over your old 403(b), 457(b) 
or 401(k) plan into your new 
employer’s plan. Before 
making this move, you’ll 
want to look at the new 
plan’s investment options 
(which should be numer-

ous) and fees (which should 
be low). If you move the 
money directly to the new 
plan, you won’t be taxed at 
the time of the transfer, and 
your funds can continue to 
grow tax-deferred.
•	Leave your plan with your 
old employer
	 If your account balance 
is above a certain level, you 
may be able to leave your 
plan with your old employer’s 
plan administrator. You won’t 
be able to contribute any 
more money to the plan, but 
if you like the investment op-
tions you’ve chosen, keeping 
the money in your old plan 
might be a viable choice.
•	Move your account into a 
traditional IRA

	 One possible advantage 
to moving your 403(b), 
457(b) or 401(k) into a tradi-
tional IRA is you’ll open up 
a world of new investment 
options, because you can 
fund your IRA with virtually 
any type of vehicle, includ-
ing stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, certificates of deposit 
(CDs) and exchange-traded 
funds. And if you already 
have a traditional IRA, you 
can combine the new funds 
with the old ones, making 
it easier to track your hold-
ings. As is the case with leav-
ing your money in your old 
employer’s plan or transfer-
ring it to a new plan, you’ll 
continue to benefit from 
tax-deferred growth. Keep 

in mind, though, that IRAs 
have costs, too, possibly in-
cluding transaction costs to 
buy or sell new investments. 
(One more thing to keep in 
mind: When you want to 
move a retirement plan to an 
IRA, you may want to make 
a direct rollover, so the old 
plan’s administrator moves 
the money directly into the 
IRA, allowing you to avoid 
immediate taxes. If you were 
to make an indirect rollover, 
you’d get the money your-
self, but your old employer 
would have to deduct 20% 
for federal taxes, and you’d 
have to deposit the entire 
balance, including the with-
holding, into your IRA with-
in 60 days.)
 

Which of these choices is 
best for you? There’s no one 
“right” answer for everyone. 
You’ll want to consider all 
the options and possibly 
consult with your tax ad-
visor and financial profes-
sional. But do all you can 
to protect your retirement 
plan – you’ve worked hard 
to build it, and you’ll need to 
rely on it to help you pay for 
your years as a retiree.
 This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advi-
sor. Please contact Dennis An-
tonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert Street, 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.  Edward 
Jones Member SIPC

Managing your retirement plan under a new employer		

gifts

Kathy Bartlett, Fashion Cosultant
401-480-3564

kbartlett0919@gmail.com

Holiday Shopping 
with LuLaRoe

USE CODE: 25LIGHTS
at checkout to Save $25 

on your first order!
https://shop.lularoebless.com/kathybarlett

Holiday Shopping
with LuLaRoe
Kathy Bartlett

USE CODE:  25LIGHTS
at checkout to Save $25 on

your first order!

Kathy Bartlett
Fashion Consultant

(401)480-3564
kbartlett0919@gmail.com

website:
https://shop.lularoebless.com/kathy

bartlett



The Yankee Xpress • www.theyankeexpress.com • November 19, 2021   27

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

508-864-8163
MBMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Maribeth Marzeotti
Broker Associate/GRI/SRES

Maribeth 
Marzeotti 
Realtor

FOR SALE - ’01 Dakota w/Cur-
tis Pro snowplow.  74K miles.  
New tires. Runs well. Truck 
and plow as is and complete.  
$3500.00 firm.  508-380-7888.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLASSIFIED AD

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

Mark Marzeotti

   RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong  
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

TTooggeetthheerr, We’re  
Working For You! 

 
Reviewing your Situation 
Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in 
the Senior Housing Market.  
There may come a time when you 
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.  
Call for a FREE consultation. 
 

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us, and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil (intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how 
impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving 

please the Heart of God.              Believer

RE: Real Estate

Monday- Friday 7:30am- 5pm
Saturday- 7:30- 3pm (November 1st- April 31st)

 24 Hour Emergency Service
 Automatic Delivery
 Fuel Assistance Accepted
 Licensed In House Technicians  

  (NO subcontracting)
 Burner Service
 Oil Tank Installations

  (Free Estimates)

NEW OFFICE LOCATION IN SOUTHBRIDGE | 34 NEWMAN AVE.

DELIVERY AREAS
Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, Cherry Valley, Dudley, 
East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, North Brookfield, 

North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, Southbridge, 
Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.

Connecticut: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock. 

NOW HIRING: Receptionists, Oil Drivers & Licensed Technicians

5¢
OFF

Must present coupon. 
Offer cannot be combined.

PER GALLON
OF OIL

OF 175 GALLONS 
OR MORE

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30-2pm

The deals are real, but there 
are risks involved.
	 If you’re searching for a 
house to buy, and you’re 
looking for a deal, a fore-
closure may be an enticing 
option. Foreclosed proper-
ties, which have been taken 
back by a lender after the 
homeowners defaulted on 
their loan, usually sell for 
significantly less than simi-
lar homes on the traditional 
market.
	 The lower price tag has a 
few strings attached, though. 
Buying any house can be 
complicated and a fore-
closed house especially so, 
with its own unique set of 
risks and challenges. Learn 
more about how to buy a 
foreclosed home to decide if 
it’s a good option for you.
What is a foreclosed home? 
	 Foreclosures have been 
seized by the lender because 

the homeowner was no lon-
ger able to pay the mortgage. 
Most lenders will begin the 
foreclosure process when 
the owner falls three to six 
months behind but has been 
longer as of late.
	 Foreclosures varies by 
lender, state and the home-
owner’s specific situation, 
the ultimate outcome is 
largely the same: The lender 
seizes control of the prop-
erty and looks to resell the 
home as quickly as possible 
to minimize or recoup any 
losses. To speed up this pro-
cess, foreclosed homes usu-
ally come at a discount and 
are often sold “as is”, which 
means that lenders may be 
reluctant to make repairs.
	 For a buyer, the primary 
difference between pur-
chasing a foreclosure and a 
traditionally listed property 
is that you’re buying from 
a lender and not the home-
owner. This changes the 
dynamics of finding a home, 
making an offer and negotiat-
ing a contract.
	 Before you start looking 
for hot foreclosure deals, 

it’s important to understand 
the process and what you 
should expect. 
	 One tricky aspect of buy-
ing foreclosures is the num-
ber of ways you can buy 
them. These include:
•	Short sales: With a short 
sale, a lender agrees to ac-
cept a sale price that’s lower 
than what’s owed on the 
loan. When a homeowner 
owes more on their mort-
gage than the equity they 
have in the home, some-
times known as “being 
underwater,” lenders may 
agree to this type of sale if 
they believe they’ll recoup 
more from short-selling than 
a full-blown foreclosure. 
Short sales are listed openly 
on multiple listings services 
and are relatively easy to 
find with your realtor.
•	Auctions: If a foreclosure 
is inevitable, the bank may 
let the homeowner take their 
property to auction. Home 
auctions are typically ad-
ministered by a county or 
municipality-level agency. 
Buyers at auction should 
be prepared to make a full-
cash offer and be ready 
to stomach some risk; the 
property’s condition and 
who holds the title may be 
uncertain.
•	Direct from lender: Prop-
erties that have completed 
the foreclosure process and 

are released to the lender 
become bank-owned or real 
estate-owned homes. Banks 
tend to take their time with 
what are called real-estate 
owned homes in order to 
find the most profitable of-
fer. As a result, buying an 
REO (real estate owned) 
home can take a long time, 
depending on the number 
of foreclosures the bank is 
handling. Sometimes, it can 
take months for a bank just 
to respond to your offer. 
•	From the government: 
Agencies such as the US 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, the De-
partment of Agriculture and 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs also sell foreclosures 
on loans they guaranteed. 
You can find listings online 
at the various agency web-
sites but must work with a 
real estate agent/Realtor to 
make an offer.
•	Pre-foreclosures: Home-
owners in the pre-foreclo-
sure stage have received 
notice from their bank that 
foreclosure is looming. They 

Buying a foreclosed home: 
Where to search, how to buy and what to watch out for

will have a specified period 
to catch up on payments and 
late fees but will often look 
for a buyer who will pay the 
right price for their home 
to save them the financial 
trouble of foreclosure. Pre-
foreclosures can be harder 
to find since they’re not of-
ficially on the market.
	 If you’re thinking about 
buying a foreclosed home, 
choose your real estate 
agent/Realtor carefully.
	 An agent who knows how 
the process of buying a 
foreclosed property works 
will be very helpful. Under-
standing the process allows 
the agent to manage buyer 
expectations. An agent with 
a lack of foreclosure experi-
ence can make the transac-
tion a bit challenging. Mar-
zeotti Group is experienced 
and can help.
	 Get Pre-approved: Secur-
ing your mortgage preap-

proval is an essential step for 
any prospective buyer, but 
it’s critical when targeting 
foreclosures. The most suc-
cessful foreclosure buyers 
make all-cash offers, which 
immediately gives them a 
leg up on anyone who still 
needs to secure financing. 
A preapproval letter proves 
that you can back up your 
offer and close the deal. 
	 You may also want to in-
vestigate alternative loan op-
tions that work well for fore-
closures. The FHA 203(k) 
loan, for instance, lets you 
finance up to $35,000 in re-
pairs or upgrades into the 
loan, which is particularly 
helpful since foreclosure 
properties often need a lot 
of work.
An experienced agent 
should have no trouble help-
ing you find foreclosure list-
ings. Good luck and call if 
you need help!

By Freddy Groves
Veterans are victims of cybercrimes at a much higher rate than 
civilians. And it’s not just veterans, included are military spous-
es, survivors, active-duty personnel and our families. This is no 
doubt because of our benefits and the goodies to be had after 
stealing from us. 
	 To tackle the problem, the Department of Veterans Affairs is 
stepping in and partnering with outside groups like the Cyber-
crime Support Network (cybercrimesupport.org), whose motto 
is Recognize, Report and Recover. It’s about time ... over the past 
five years, veterans have reported cybercrime losses of more 
than $420 million.
	 The CSN’s mix of initiatives includes ScamSpotter (ScamSpot-
ter.org), with practical consumer advice about how to spot and 
avoid fraud and scams.
	 Especially for us is Fight Cybercrime (fightcybercrime.org/
military). Its crime-fighting partners are pretty impressive, and 
include the Disabled American Veterans and Army Emergency 
Relief. Look over the site for a resource library for us, law en-
forcement and businesses. Interesting topics include how to re-
duce your risk of ransomware, determining if a text message is 
fake or real, being safe in online gaming and even a pre-vacation 
checklist. 
	 A recent Fight Cybercrime webinar touched home for many 
of us: How to keep your business information safe when you’re 
working from home and sharing your online connection with 
children. Past webinars are worth watching as well: staying safe 
on social media, avoiding a scam from a government tax impos-
ter, and COVID scams, which seem to be everywhere.
	 So, we have the tools. The information and resources are out 
there. But we need to take advantage of all that’s offered to avoid 
becoming another cybercrime statistic.
	 One of the biggest problems with cybercrime is that we 
don’t always report it. We’re embarrassed because we thought 
we couldn’t be fooled ... until we are. Do your part. If you get 
scammed, report it. (c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

Veterans Post

Cybercriminals have vets in their sights
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

SAME DAY SERVICE
Hours: Mon. 9-6; Tues. 10-6; Wed. 10-5; Thurs. 10-7:00; Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9-2

109-6 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507

Telegram&Gazette

R.D.O. PETER MALY
O.D. FIRAS KASSIRA

O.D. DAVID SNOWDON

The Charlton Optical family would like to thank everyone for voting us the 
Best of Central Mass 2021 Optical Shop for the SIXTH YEAR IN A ROW!! 

And Best of Central Mass Eye CareTHREE TIMES IN A ROW!!

* Eye Glasses  *  Eye Exams  *  Contacts

CHARLTON 
OPTICAL508-248-1188

VOTED #1VOTED #1
5TH YEAR IN A ROW - BEST OPTICAL SHOP!

2ND YEAR IN A ROW - BEST EYE CARE!
    6 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!     6-TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!   6 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!                   

6-TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!

    6 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!     6 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!   6 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!                   SAME DAY SERVICE
Hours: Mon. 9-6; Tues. 10-6; Wed. 10-5; Thurs. 10-7:00; Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9-2

109-6 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 01507

Telegram&Gazette

R.D.O. PETER MALY
O.D. FIRAS KASSIRA

O.D. DAVID SNOWDON

The Charlton Optical family would like to thank everyone for voting us the 
Best of Central Mass 2020 Optical Shop for the FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW!! 

And Best of Central Mass Eye Care TWO TIMES IN A ROW!!

* Eye Glasses  *  Eye Exams  *  Contacts

CHARLTON 
OPTICAL508-248-1188

VOTED #1
5TH YEAR IN A ROW - BEST OPTICAL SHOP!

2ND YEAR IN A ROW - BEST EYE CARE!
    5 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!     5 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!   5 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!                   

5-TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!

    5 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!     5 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!   5 -TIME BACK TO BACK WINNERS!                   
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