
Helping The Community 
One Gift At A Time – You Can 
Help, Too!       

What started as a group of  
four good friends volunteering 
at the food pantry in Milford, 
has turned into an annual toy 
collection drive. 

Santa’s Porch is a local 
group founded six years ago by 
four forever friends to collect 
new unwrapped toys for local 
families in need of  holiday 
help. 

The project started after 
the friends saw a need for help 
at the food pantry in Milford 
where they were volunteer-
ing monthly. The food pan-
try serves the communities of  
Hopedale, Milford and Upton 
but no one is every turned 
away. 

The porch in Hopedale — 
and yes, it is someone’s actual 
porch! — is open for no-con-
tact drop off of  toys.  

Each year, the project has 
grown and now includes other 
fundraisers as well as local 
groups who help with dona-
tions and with having a dona-

tion box. 
In addition to gifts, the 

group also accepts Venmo 
donations which are used to 
go toy shopping at the local 
Learning Express toys stores in 
Franklin and Westboro. 

“They are always gracious 
and give us a discount helping 

us buy more toys,” said Lee-
Ann DiPietropolo, who, along 
with Meg Rivett, Tracy Griffin 
Johnson and Laurie DiPietro-
polo Reynolds, started the or-
ganization.
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GS Troop 71010 Gives 
Back To Local Library 

After a challenging year with 
COVID-19 restrictions and busy 
schedules, the Hopedale Girl Scout 
Ambassador Troop #71010, who 
graduated this past June, decided 
it would be great idea to give back 
to their local library.  

The “final four” girls of  troop 
#71010, Kelsey Grillo, Edda Phil-
lips, Vivian Staheli of  Hopedale 
and Jaiden Miller of  Upton, de-
cided to donate the remaining 
funds in their troop account with 
monies raised by selling Girl Scout 
Candy & Nuts and Cookie Sales to 
help fund the project and purchase 
new books.  

As Brownies and Junior Girl 
Scouts, they had held their troop 
meetings at the library and also 
hosted sewing workshops for their 
Silver Award Project. 

Mrs. Kraimer, the children’s li-
brarian, was always supportive of  
the troop and the girls love her.

Troop Leaders Kristen Grillo 
and Monica Phillips brought up 
the idea after seeing Little Librar-
ies in Maine and at a local park in 
Medway and mentioned the idea.

Vivian Staheli, who also worked 
part-time at the library her senior 

year, had mentioned that Mrs 
Kraimer had always wanted a 
Borrowing Library, especially for 
children and then everyone could 
leave with a book even if  they 
didn’t have a library card.  

LITTLE LIBRARY
continued on page 3 
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Can’t decide? 
SEND AN E-GIFT CARD TODAY 

Scan QR code 2 to be redirected to our e-gift card pa

11 22

Give the gi ft  she real ly  wants !

T h e  g i f t  o f  b e a u t y . . .  

 
THE BEAUTY BOX SERIES

 

bluxehairandmakeup.com
5 0 8 • 3 2 1 • 1 6 2 4

M e d w a y ,  M A  

Each BEAUTY BOX is filled with our favorite services, products + swag! 
Order online + we’ll ship  it right to your door!  
Scan QR code 1 for complete descriptions + easy online ordering 

AT-HOME LUXURY BOXES

Each AT-HOME LUXURY BOX is filled with our favorite 
products + swag! Order online today! In-stock + ready to ship!

Scan QR code 1 for complete descriptions + online ordering 

ONLY
$35

LUXURY SPA PACKAGES

$50$100$200$300

$25$50$99

$225 $125 $100

Our SPA PACKAGE Gift Certificates are specially priced, 
in-stock, available online + ready to ship!
Each is filled with your favorite ways to relax + revive

SCAN QR CODE 1 BELOW FOR EASY CHECKOUT

facial package body buff package hair revival package

ULTIMATE

lip luxury box bath bomb box 

LUSH LASH + LIP RED HOT

facial box 

BEAUTY BASICS 
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The four friends had been 
volunteering at the food pantry 
for about 20 years 
when one year, 
they noticed the 
small toy donation 
room did not have 
nearly enough 
toys for the need.

“Every year 
our friends and 
community come 
together to help! 
We can never 
thank

the commu-
nity enough,” said 
DiPietropolo.      

Toys are dis-
tributed Tuesday 
and Thursday 
evenings in De-
cember to families 
who are clients 
of  the food pan-
try. Last year, San-
ta’s Porch helped 
approx imate ly 
230 families and 
approximately 690 children. 

Donations will be accepted 
until Dec. 23.

To donate, find the address of  
the porch, or learn more about 
Santa’s Porch, visit Facebook @
santasporch or email santa-
sporch@gmail.com. Donations 
can also be dropped off at the 

Hopedale Community House, 
43 Hope  St.

SANTA'S PORCH

continued from page 1

“It’s such a great idea where 
anyone can borrow, take or leave 
a book and we always want to 
promote more 
reading,” said 
Staheli.

The group met 
with the Library 
Trustees over the 
summer to get 
permission and 
then researched 
how to purchase 
and register its 
own Little library 
to be installed on 
the library’s front 
lawn.

You can pur-
chase library 
building kits and 
register with a 
special charter 
number on metal 
plate with the Lit-
tle Free Library nonprofit orga-
nization, https://littlefreelibrary.
org/start/.

Vivian had mentioned that 
her father John Staheli is a crafts-
man and loves woodworking 

projects, so he offered to custom 
build the Little library with simi-
lar features of  the Bancroft Li-
brary including the windows and 
copper roof  trim.

The Troop paid for all the 
construction materials, supplies 

and paint and some members of  
the troop painted the library over 
the summer.

The troop then presented the 
library to Mrs. Kraimer with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony in Au-

gust, but due to Bancroft roof  
construction delays and weather, 
the installation was delayed until 
last month.  

Adult parent volunteers John 
Staheli and Peter Grillo installed 
the post and then the library this 

past month. 
The troop hopes everyone can 

enjoy this new addition to the 
local library and will share their 
favorite books.

LITTLE LIBRARY

continued from page 1

mailto:santasporch@gmail.com
mailto:santasporch@gmail.com
https://littlefreelibrary.org/start/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/start/
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~Over 36 Years Experience~
Residental & Commercial

From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoofing.com
UXBRIDGE, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907    HIC#160483

Our Roofs will weather the storm!

ROOFING • VINYL SIDING • WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.
Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille, No outside salesman!

NEW ENGLAND REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com
Reg. $399

Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOW
617-895-7771

NOW $299.00

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more

Call for an Estimate  •  BILL 508-868-5226

We know colors!
Interior & Exterior Painting

Kitchen Cabinets Refinished 
Powerwash & Handyman Skills

SAVING MARRIAGES ONE HOME AT A TIME!

Attention Homeowners
Add some CoLor to your Home!

2 Old Fuddy Duddy Painters with 30+ years experience

Will social distance and wear mask and gloves 
to ensure comfort of clients.

Hopedale Winter Stroll
Events at

Hopedale Unitarian
SERVING DELICIOUS HOT SOUPS

WARMING FIREPIT
MAKERS

DONKEYS PETTING ZOO (12-3) 
TOWER BELLS AT 1:30, 3:30 & 5:30

ORGAN CONCERT (4 & 5 P.M.)
CUB SCOUT WREATH SALE • RAFFLE TABLE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 - OPEN AT NOON

WWW.HOPEDALEUNITARIAN.ORG

Court rulings received in 
so-called “Ten Citizen Lawsuit” 
By Theresa Knapp 

The Select Board 
met on Friday, Nov. 19, 
in executive session to 
discuss the Nov. 4, 2021, 
ruling on the so-called 
“Ten Citizen Lawsuit” 
in which 10 Hoped-
ale taxpayers filed suit 
against Selectmen Brian 
Keyes and Louis Arcudi 
III (plus the Grafton & 
Upton Railroad Com-
pany, Jon Delli Priscoli, Michael 
Milanoski, and One Hundred 
Forty Realty Trust) for allegedly 
not following guidelines set at 
an October 2020 Special Town 
Meeting to purchase 155 acres of  
land at or near 364 West Street. 

The suit has been making its 
way through Worcester Supe-
rior Court for several months 
and was recently re-assigned to 
Superior Court Justice Karen L. 
Goodwin. 

The Order is dated Nov. 4 
(entered into the record on Nov. 

11) and reads: 
1. Defendants, Jon Delli 

Priscoli, Michael R. Milanosky 
[sic], One Hundred Forty Re-
alty Trust, and Grafton & Upton 
Railroad Company Motion for 
Judgement on the Pleadings as 
to Count II of  Plaintiffs’ Verified 
Company is ALLOWED. 

2. Plaintiff ’s Motion for 
Judgement on the Pleadings is 
ALLOWED as to Count I and 
DENIED as to Counts II and III.

3. The Town of  Hopedale 
and the Hopedale Board of  Se-

lectmen’s Cross-Motion 
for Judgment on the Plead-
ings is DENIED as to 
Count I and ALLOWED 
as to Counts II and III. 

4. It is further OR-
DERED that Jon Delli 
Priscoli, Michael R. Mila-
nosky, One Hundred Forty 
Realty Trust, and Grafton 
& Upton Railroad Com-
pany are enjoined from 
carrying out any clearing 
or other site work on the 

Property for a period of  60 days 
following the issuance of  this de-
cision. 

The Select Board has received 
a letter from plaintiffs’ attorney 
David E. Lurie urging the town 
“to proceed to acquire all of  the 
Forestland.” 

The meeting was not open 
to the public because it pertains 
to litigation but the court rul-
ing can be found at https://bit.
ly/30CFiiA 

PHOTO CREDIT: Theresa Knapp

Hopedale Downtown 
Winter Stroll
The 10th Annual Hopedale Downtown 
Winter Stroll will be held on Sat., Dec.  4

The stroll takes place at many 
stops along Hopedale Street 
and Dutcher Street including 
many historic buildings such 

as the Draper Gym, Hopedale 
Community House, Bancroft 
Memorial Library, Hopedale 
Unitarian Church, Union Evan-
gelical Church and the Little 
Red Shop Museum.

Multiple vendor locations will 
showcase work from local vintage 
vendors, hand makers, artisans, 
food vendors and mobile shops. 
Many downtown businesses also 
take part in the stroll with special 
offers for customers and refresh-
ments. Past years have included 
performers setup along the route 
like live music at the park, cos-
tumed characters, outdoor mov-
ies and carolers roaming the 
route while our guests stroll from 
stop.

The event will end with the 
long standing and popular town 
tradition of  the tree lighting 
and Santa visit at the Hopedale 
Community House.  

Photo: 
www.friendsofhistorichopedale.com

https://bit.ly/30CFiiA
https://bit.ly/30CFiiA
http://www.friendsofhistorichopedale.com


December 2021 Fine Us On Facebook  |  Hopedale Town News Page 5

Community Ties and a Commitment to Customer Service: 
Affordable Junk Removal

There are plenty of  reasons 
to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe you’re planning to move 
and need to clear out the base-
ment and attic before your open 
house. Maybe you’ve spent way 
too much time at home lately 
and are feeling the need to de-
clutter.

But figuring out who to call 
can be a pain. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they 
route you to a phone center 
where they’ve never even heard 
of  your town, plus their pricing 
seems vague and full of  extra 
fees. No wonder you’ve let the 
stuff pile up—it’s too much of  a 
hassle to get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of  every-
thing.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2003. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and 
working nights and weekends 
when he could. As the years 
rolled on, his business grew, but 
his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now he’s 
got a staff of  ten, along with 
ten trucks, servicing eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 
or office is overflowing with 
stuff, take back your space and 

let the pros do the heavy lifting.
Jay and his team have han-

dled it all. They’ve dismantled 
above-ground pools, hauled 
away ancient hot tubs, taken 
down old fencing, and stripped 
away worn carpeting. They’ll 
come for a single item, or they’ll 
clean out an entire house. And 
they can take almost anything. 
They can’t accept hazardous 
materials, brush, dirt, or con-
crete, but everything else is fair 
game for them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle or 
donate items. Only after he tries 
to repurpose items do they end 
up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable 
Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  
you want by renting a 15-cubic-
yard dumpster for a week and 
chucking up to a ton of  your 
unwanted stuff. If  you need to 
get rid of  more weight, then 
Jay prorates that tonnage—you 
never pay for what you don’t 
use.

If  you don’t want to be both-
ered with the dumpster, they’ve 
also got a driveway special where 
they’ll take away a truckload of  
your unwanted things if  you pile 
it up. Or if  you don’t want to lift 
a finger, then you can point at 
the items, and the team will fill 
up their truck and haul away 
your unwanted things. However 
you do it, you’re left with more 

space and more peace of  mind.
Jay and his team beat the big 

waste haulers on both price and 
customer service. When you call 
Affordable Junk Removal, you 
aren’t connected to an anony-
mous call center. Your phone 
call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for 
an appointment. There aren’t 
any hidden costs or surprise fees 
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and residen-
tial emergencies with same-day 

service.
Jay and his family are deeply 

involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 
Holliston as well as Resellables, 
a thrift store in Bellingham. It’s 
not uncommon for someone to 
reach Jay at the restaurant, order 

a sandwich, and then schedule a 
junk removal appointment. Yes, 
the local small business really 
can handle everything!

For more information, con-
tact Jay Schadler at (774) 287-
1133 or visit Affordable Junk 
Removal online at www.take-
awayjunk.com.

AffordableJunkRemoval@gmail.com
https://affordablejunkremoval.com/

Your Residential & Commercial 
Junk Removal Specialists

Let Us CLean OUt YOUr Unwanted JUnk
Serving Metro-West and Beyond!

Happy Holidays!
Also offering Dumpster Rental Services. Check website for special offers

WE BEAT ALL  
COMPETITOR   PRICING.

774-287-1133

Muffinhousecafe
CAFE

M
UFFIN HOUSEM
UFFIN HOUSE

CAFE

FREE SMALL COFFEE
with a purchase of a muffin with this coupon

Expires 12-31-2021

Receive 10% off any cake 
with this coupon

All our cakes are made from scratch on the premises

Expires 12-31-2021

H

H

• Open Daily
• Bakery with Fresh Muffins/Pastries

116 Main St, Medway
(508) 533-6655
32 Hasting St, Rte 16. Mendon
(508) 381-0249

43 Main St, Hopkinton
(508) 625-8100

325 N. Main St, Natick
(508) 647-0500MuffinHouseCafe@gmail.com

• Breakfast and Lunch Sandwiches
• Best Blueberry Muffins Since Jordan Marsh

Order your Holiday  
Pies and Cakes Early!

Wishing you a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season!
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Shop Local for Quality Cards and Gifts!

This holiday season, order your cards 
from a trusted, local vendor. 

Our Town Publishing now offers 
holiday cards, prints, photos gifts 

and more!
Go to 

ourtownpublishing.com
to get started today!

74 Main St., Suite 16 • Medway, MA 02053
508-533-NEWS (6397) • ourtownpublishing.com

Hamwey Among 7 to be Inducted into Millis Hall of Fame
Local Town Pages sports 

writer Ken Hamwey will be in-
ducted into Millis High School’s 
Athletic Hall of  Fame on March 
19, 2022 at the Medway VFW.

The 78-year-old Hamwey, 
a Bellingham resident who’s 
worked for Local Town Pages 
for 10 years, was a unanimous 
choice of  the selection commit-
tee. The veteran sports journal-
ist continues to cover feature 
stories in semi-retirement for 
Local Town Pages, focusing on 
seven communities — Medway, 
Millis, Norfolk, Wrentham, Hol-
liston, Natick and Franklin.

Hamwey, who previously 
lived in Millis after earning a 
bachelor’s degree from Babson 
College, started his newspaper 
career in 1967 with the Fram-
ingham News, now known as 
the Metrowest Daily News. His 
first story, which was published 
54 years ago, focused on Millis’ 
varsity football team. Early on, 
his reporting ranged from high 
school and college sports to the 
professional beat where he cov-
ered the Boston Celtics and the 
New England Patriots.

“I’m honored and 
humbled to be selected 
for induction into Millis’ 
Hall of  Fame,’’ Hamwey 
said. “It’s heart-warming 
to have a wonderful com-
munity like Millis recog-
nize me for my reporting. 
Some of  my fondest mem-
ories during a 54-year 
career involve Millis. Gor-
don Browne, a three-sport 
athlete at Millis High, will 
be presenting me at the 
ceremony in March and 
for those unaware of  his 
stature, he was the first 
Tri-Valley League foot-
ball player to be drafted 
(second round by the Jets) 
into the National Football 
League. He was an offen-
sive tackle who blocked for 
quarterback Joe Namath for two 
years before suffering a career-
ending injury.’’

Hamwey will be inducted as a 
contributor and he’ll be honored 
along with star athletes Molly 
Breen, Dennis Breen (posthu-
mously) and Rich Monaghan; 
coach and athletic director Peter 

Vigue; the 2008-09 girls state 
championship basketball team 
and the 1980 boys track team.

After six years in Framing-
ham, Hamwey was hired at the 
Providence Journal where he 
spent the next 35 years work-
ing for the four-time Pulitzer-
prize-winning newspaper. He 

finished his career there 
as the paper’s Night 
Sports Editor, retiring in 
2008. On Hamwey’s last 
day in Providence, the 
Rhode Island State Sen-
ate read aloud a citation 
for his efforts and contri-
butions to R.I. athletics. 
Two years later, in 2010, 
he was honored by the 
Mass. Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association (MIAA), 
which presented him with 
its Distinguished Friend 
Award.

At the Metrowest 
News, which included 
the Milford News and 
the Country Gazette, 
Hamwey wrote a popu-
lar weekly column — 
“Yesterday’s Heroes’’ 

— that focused on athletes’ and 
coaches’ past achievements.

In 2007, Hamwey began cov-
ering sports for the Bellingham 
Bulletin. As Sports Editor at the 
Bulletin, he launched a column 
similar to Yesterday’s Heroes 
called “Where Are They Now,” 
reporting on former Bellingham 

athletes. For the next 11 years, 
Hamwey extensively covered 
Bellingham sports while also fil-
ing stories for Local Town Pages. 

Hamwey’s upcoming induc-
tion in Millis will be his first Hall 
of  Fame honor. However, he has 
been nominated for induction 
into Bellingham’s Hall of  Fame 
but that committee has yet to se-
lect him. 

Hamwey moved to Belling-
ham in 1972. He’s married to 
Pauline Allard, a school teacher 
who taught in Bellingham at 
the Macy Elementary School. 
His son, Travis, graduated from 
Bellingham High in 1989. 

Tickets for the ceremony cost 
$50 and can be ordered until 
March 12, 2022. They can be 
obtained by writing a check 
to the Millis Athletics Hall of  
Fame and mailed to 155 Plain 
St., Millis, MA 02054. Tickets 
can also be obtained via Venmo 
(money amount to @Millis-
AthleticsHOF). A cocktail hour 
will begin at 6 p.m. and dinner 
will be at 7 p.m. followed by the 
ceremony. 
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PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor.  Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Glenn Brown, 
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents 

and financial independence.

Want financial independence? 
Are you building with:

■ Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™
■ Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt 
■ Low-cost investments  ■ Growing income streams
■ Maximizing work, government & health benefits
■ Tax planning  ■ Insurance analysis  ■ Estate planning
■ College savings for kids  ■  Care for elderly parents

Your Money, Your Independence 

Inflation: Increase assets, borrow, and lock in debits. 
Social Security recipients 

cheered 5.9% cost of  living 
adjustment for 2022. As con-
sumers, our experiences with in-
flation say to put the pom-poms 
down.    

I’m not here to guess how 
high, how long, or place blame. 

I can share some actions 
based on “Inflation rewards 
debtors and hurts creditors”, a 
timeless premise reiterated re-
cently by famed Yale economist 
Robert Shiller. 

Consider the following:
Cash is Trash. Those shak-

ing their fists at me, yes cash is 
needed for upcoming purchases, 
but not at 10% or more of  total 
savings. Last 12 months, cash 
earned 0.1% while inflation rose 
6.1%, meaning your purchasing 
power decreased by 6%. That’s 
not coming back.

If  cash is needed, close the 
gap and hedge against Fed rate 
increases by laddering CDs 
across 6, 12, 18, and 24-month 
terms. As CDs mature, reinvest 

what isn’t needed 24 months out. 
Diversify Fixed Income and 

Increase Assets. With inflation 
outpacing Treasuries, that part 
of  your portfolio loses buying 
power. Don’t abandon all your 
treasuries, but mix in assets that 
tend to keep up with inflation. 

Consider adding REITs (real 
estate investment trusts), TIPs 
(treasury inflation-protected se-
curities), commodities, and eq-
uities growing their dividends 
consistently above inflation. 

Words of  caution, high-
yielding stocks tend to move 
downward like fixed-rate bonds 
during inflationary times and 
evolve beyond “oil and gold” for 
commodities to include metals 
in renewable energy and neces-
sities within technology. 

Buy Instead of Rent or Lease. 
Bad news renters, your land-
lord will be hiking rates to keep 
pace with inflation, thus you’re 
unprotected. Homeowners, 
your mortgage is fixed and the 
inflation-adjusted value of  your 

payments declines at the same 
rate as inflation rises. Also, the 
replacement value of  your home 
tends to rise with costs of  land, 
materials, and labor. 

Buy higher quality dura-
ble goods that last longer (i.e. 
clothes, appliances, machinery) 
delaying replacement at higher 
costs. Autos should be bought, 
financed (see mortgage exam-
ple), and owned for extended 
periods. Changing cars every 
3-4 years means you’re buying 
the same utility (transportation) 
at a higher price versus utility at 
a fixed cost of  8-10 years. 

Negotiate and Lock-In Ex-
penses. Subscription services, 
cable, internet, phone plans, in-
surance premiums, gym mem-
berships, credit card APRs are 
recurring costs that are often 
negotiable. Also, discounts if  
prepay, pay annually, or commit 
to extended periods. Most not 
advertised, so ask. 

Bigger items, you can find 
auto loans ~2%, HELOCs at 

Prime minus 0.5%, and 15-year 
mortgages ~2.5%. 

Determine if  you can man-
age 15-year mortgage payments, 
even if  currently 3.2% on a 30-
year refinance. Consider $500K 
at 3.2% 30-year is $2,162 month 
with ~$278K total interest ver-
sus 2.5% 15-year is $3,333 
month with ~$100K total inter-
est. 

You can’t control how infla-
tion rises and falls, but you can 
control financial decisions today 
that will help manage inflation 
tomorrow. To learn more, talk 
with your Certified Financial 
Planner.

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resident 
and owner of  PlanDynamic, LLC, 

www.PlanDynamic.com. Glenn is a 
fee-only Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so they can 
balance kids, aging parents and finan-
cial independence.

Glenn Brown

Voted Best of the Best 
in All of MetroWest! 

BEST PET SERVICE
2019 & 2020

CALL or Email TODAY!

508-478-6390
Family@pawsbedandbiscuit.com

The P.A.W.S.

Canine Behavior School

VETERINARIAN 
RECOMMENDED

DOGGIE DAYCARE • LUXURY BOARDING • TRAINING

www.PawsBedandBiscuit.com   I   97 Millville Rd., Mendon   I   508-478-6390

• Pet Spa Services, Behavior Consults & Training available

• Doggie Daycare where your furry kids can relax & have fun

• Luxury Modern Dog Boarding at our Doggie Chalet

New England

Ballistic Services
Inc.

Instant cash paid for  
your valuable firearms.
Call today for a confidential consultation

508-381-0230 • www.neballistic.com

Hopedale Appointments 
and Resignations 
Police, fire, and building departments
By Theresa Knapp 

The Hopedale Select Board 
has appointed Brian Bujold to the 
Hopedale Police Department as 
a part-time dispatcher. In a letter 
of  recommendation to the board, 
Chief  of  Police Mark Giovanella 
said “Brian has experience with 
police and fire dispatching and 
the necessary certifications for 
this position.” The board voted 

unanimously to appoint him ef-
fective immediately. 

The Select Board has accepted 
the resignation of  Brandon Blais-
dell from the Hopedale Fire De-
partment. Blaisdell has been a call 
firefighter for more than two years 
but noted increased work and 
family obligations will not allow 
him to continue with the depart-
ment. 

The Select Board appointed 
Stephen Johnson as Assistant 
Building Inspector “effective 
immediately” (Oct. 25, 2021). 
Johnson is the Assistant Build-
ing Inspector in Upton and does 
similar work in Bellingham. He 
is filling a position that has been 
vacant since current Building 
Commissioner Tim Aicardi was 
promoted from the position.
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@SALMONatMedway

508-533-3300 | MedwaySeniorLiving.com

Keep Your Loved One Active and Engaged  
with Our Memory Care Programming

From cooking pies for a dessert social with family to gathering dried wildflowers for 

holiday centerpieces, SALMON at Medway’s Memory Care community offers your 

loved one daily programming to keep them active and engaged with Residents and 

their family and friends. Our state-of-the-art, secure community accommodates  

the unique and changing needs of Residents with Alzheimer’s or other memory  

impairments and our expert staff strives to ensure your loved ones live a happy  

and fulfilling life. 

To learn more about our Memory Care Programming visit medwayseniorliving.com

Share the Warmth of  
the Season with Our  
Holiday Sharing Tree.

Take a mitten tag from our Sharing Tree.

Help bring some holiday cheer to a local child. Beginning 

November 18th, just take a “mitten tag,” listing age and gift 

ideas for area children from the Sharing Tree in our lobby and 

return all wrapped gifts to us by December 10th. Lobby 
hours are Mon-Wed & Fri 8:30 to 4pm, Thurs 8:30 to 6pm 
and Saturday 8:30 to 12:30pm.  For more information call 
781-762-1800 or email us at  webmail@norwoodbank.com.  

11 Central Street  Norwood, MA  02062
www.norwoodbank.com    781-762-1800
Member FDIC DIF

Share the Warmth of  
the Season with Our  
Holiday Sharing Tree.

Take a mitten tag from our Sharing Tree.

Help bring some holiday cheer to a local child. Beginning 

November 18th, just take a “mitten tag,” listing age and gift 

ideas for area children from the Sharing Tree in our lobby and 

return all wrapped gifts to us by December 10th. Lobby 
hours are Mon-Wed & Fri 8:30 to 4pm, Thurs 8:30 to 6pm 
and Saturday 8:30 to 12:30pm.  For more information call 
781-762-1800 or email us at  webmail@norwoodbank.com.  

11 Central Street  Norwood, MA  02062
www.norwoodbank.com    781-762-1800
Member FDIC DIF

Town receives 
$75,000 to address 
traffic issues in 
village center
Grant is through the state’s Rural and 
Small Town program
By Theresa Knapp

Hopedale has received a 
$75,000 Rural and Small Town 
Grant from the Common-
wealth’s Department of  Housing 
and Community Development as 
part of  its Community One Stop 
for Growth program.

The Select Board accepted 
the grant at its meeting on Oct. 
25, at which time Town Admin-
istrator Diana Schindler said the 
grant will be used to address cur-
rent and future traffic-related is-
sues in the village center and in 
anticipation of  redevelopment of  
the Draper area. 

“We applied for a traffic, park-
ing, and circulation study for the 
village center primarily to focus 
on the redevelopment in the vil-
lage center, but also to deal with 
our current traffic and circula-
tion issues including [the use of] 
feeder streets for parking, [and] 
where our parking lots are versus 
the traffic flow.”

According to www.mass.gov/, 
the Rural and Small Town grants 
are awarded to towns with popu-
lations less than 7,000 or with a 
population density of  less than 
500 persons per square mile. 

Grant proposals are scored on 
achievable project scope, ability 
to execute, timeline, budget com-
mitment, outcomes and impact, 
progress to date, and more. 

According to the site, awards 
can range from $50,000 to 
$400,000 and can be used for 
pre-construction, survey, design 
and engineering; construction 
costs; construction administra-
tion (project management, traffic 
control, public safety details, etc.); 
feasibility studies related to future 
capital projects; land acquisition; 
and projects that create or sup-
port housing. 

Schindler says the grant will 
be used to hire a consultant. Proj-
ects must be completed by June 
30, 2023. 

Select Board members 
encourage public to 
meet with them  
one-on-one
By Theresa Knapp

Over the sum-
mer, the Select Board 
agreed to make them-
selves available to 
meet individually with 
members of  the pub-
lic, much like “office 
hours.” 

The initiative 
began in September 
and began with a slow 
start. Board members encourage residents to review the available 
meeting times on the town website and drop by the Draper Room at 
Town Hall if  they are interested in a one-on-one conversation with a 
member of  the Select Board. 

For more information and a full schedule, visit https://bit.
ly/3qRdiDc 

http://www.mass.gov/
https://bit.ly/3qRdiDc
https://bit.ly/3qRdiDc
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New Roof Installation

Fascia, Soffit, Trim

Seamless Gutters

Chimney Re-Leading

Window Installation

Skylight Installation

Siding

PEACE OF MIND

Luckily for Santa, Robert Roofing & Gutters 
can help with them all!

Santa makes many lists, 
including his own Wish List!

• Free Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• Serving the North Pole, 
   South Shore & 
   Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene
857-247-8709

robertroofingandgutters.com
One Call Sends a Roofer, Not a Salesman
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Laser Cataract Surgery Closer to Home:  
The Best Technology for 2022
By: roger M. Kaldawy, M.d. 
Milford franKlin eye CenTer

What is a cataract and 
what is cataract surgery?

A cataract is a common con-
dition in which the normally 
clear lens of  the eye becomes 
progressively cloudy. When light 
passes through a clear lens, the 
light can focus to a point, cre-
ating a clear view. When light 
passes through a cataract, the 
light gets distorted, creating a 
blurred view. Treatment for cata-
racts involves surgery to remove 
the cataract and replace it with 
an intraocular lens implant. It is 
the most common surgical proce-
dure in the US and around the 
world and is considered to be 
an extremely successful and safe 
procedure. It’s an exciting time 
to be offering cataract surgery!  
Laser technology and advanced 

lens implants allow not only for 
clear vision but also for reduction 
in need for glasses.

What is laser cataract 
surgery?

Many of  the steps of  cataract 
surgery are traditionally per-
formed using handheld tools. 
Now, they can be completed with 
the precision of  a laser. Using 
the Catalys Precision Laser Sys-
tem, your surgeon can offer you 
unprecedented accuracy and 
customization in your cataract 
surgery procedure.  Your sur-
geon can use the laser to create 
a circular opening for accessing 
and removing the cataract. Clini-
cal studies have shown that this 
opening is more accurate when 
performed with the laser than 
what is achievable by hand. The 
laser then softens and breaks up 
the hard cataract into tiny pieces, 
allowing for gentler, easier cata-

ract removal.  Depending on 
your pre-operative vision and 
desired visual result, your sur-
geon may recommend a tailored 
treatment plan that could include 
creating ultra-precise laser inci-
sions in the cornea and a specific 
lens implant type. This tailored 
treatment may reduce your need 
for glasses or contact lenses after 
surgery. 

What are my choices for 
lens implants during 
surgery?

Once a cataract is removed 
this cloudy lens will be replaced 
with an implant called an intra-
ocular Lens or an IOL. IOLs can 
have a wide range of  capabilities.  
Given as they are a lens, they can 
have different focusing proper-
ties.  IOLs can be correcting for 
a single focus point, correct for 
astigmatism, or correct for all 
distances.

What is a standard, 
Single focus implant?

A standard single focus im-
plant or monofocal implant cor-
rects for a single distance only.  It 
is unable to focus at all distances.  
Glasses will be needed after sur-
gery to focus at other distances.  
This implant is covered by all in-
surances at the time of  the cata-
ract surgery.

What is a Toric IOL?
A toric IOL is also a single 

focus implant, but it is also able 
to correct corneal astigmatism.  
Many patients have always had 
astigmatism and the standard 
implant will improve their vi-
sion.  The Toric IOL will allow 
for these patients to be able to see 
clearly at a set distance without 
the aid of  glasses (most patients 
choose distance).

What is a multifocal 
implant?

A Multifocal implant corrects 
for vision at all distances - near, 
intermediate, and far.  This IOL 
allows for many patients to be 
free of  glasses.  Its advantage is 
the true capacity to provide a 
much more functional ability; 
ability to drive, read a cell phone, 
read the dash, read a note.  For 
more strenuous activities such 
as doing taxes, reading the small 
print on a medication bottle or 
prolonged detailed close work, at 
times, a minor pair of  over-the-
counter reading glasses may also 
make such tasks more comfort-
able.

There are several types of  
these implants that are FDA ap-
proved: The Panoptix implant is 
a true trifocal implant allowing 
for comfortable all-distance vi-
sion.  The Vivity implant is simi-
lar to Panoptix with night vision 
risks however may require more 
help for close reading tasks.

What are the risks of a 
multifocal implant?

In the early days after the 
implantation with the multifo-
cal implant many patients notice 
some glare and halos.  These are 
a direct result of  the concentric 
rings of  the implants that also 
produce the near and the dis-
tance image. After a period of  

adjustment, most patients glare 
and halos subside significantly, al-
though they will always be there 
if  one looks for them. The new 
Vivity implant causes much less 
risk of  halos.

Who is not a good 
candidate for multifocal 
implants?

It is very important to note 
that a multifocal implant may not 
be the best choice for all patients.  
Some patients with some eye 
conditions, such as macular de-
generation, diabetic retinopathy, 
retinal disease or glaucoma, may 
be better candidates for mono-
focal implants or for the Vivity 
implant.

Why choose our practice 
and surgery center?

It’s an exciting time to be 
a cataract surgeon or surgery 
patient! The technological in-
novations in our field are truly 
remarkable.  At Milford Franklin 
Eye Center Dr. Kaldawy is proud 
to offer bladeless laser assisted 
cataract surgery and was the first 
surgeon in the greater Boston 
area to implant the PanOptix 
lens implant and the new Vivity 
implant. No more need to travel 
hours for your cataract surgery! 
We operate in a state-of-the-art 
surgery center in Milford offering 
laser-assisted cataract surgery. If  
your provider is still recommend-
ing you go somewhere else and 
drive hours for surgery ask this 
provider about his/ her financial 
bias and call us for a second opin-
ion.  We offer world-class eyecare 
and surgery much closer to home 
and we can prove it! A new office 
in Franklin and a second location 
in Milford. 7 providers with your 
best interest in mind offering the 
best of  the best eye care. As we 
cross to 2022 we wish you the 
best from Milford-Franklin Eye 
Center, a trusted name in the 
community for 4 decades. 

For more details, see our ad on 
page 10.

Living Healthy

508-473-7939
160 South Main St (Rt 140)

Milford, MA 01757

508-528-3344 
750 Union Street

Franklin, MA 02038

Surgery Center
145 West St., Milford

508-381-6040

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.    Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM
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High Holiday Servicesplease join us for

no tickets required
donations appreciatedSeptember 9th – 19 th

for more info:
shaareishalom.org

508-231-4700

Religious School now enrolling PreK – 7
email: school@shaareishalom.org

Open House - September 30th, 10am - noon

Shabbat Services

Start your membership today!

Sha’arei Shalom is a member-driven Jewish 
congregation serving the Greater Metrowest area.  
We offer a diverse congregation that understands 

the demands of busy families, the needs of 
seniors, and is affordable.  

If you would like more information,  
please feel free to call us at

508-231-4700
or email us at: 

info@shaareishalom.org Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

Rate Annual*
Percentage
Rate

Annual**
Percentage
Rate

Rate

3.11%

3.56%

 
508.634.2500                    

 

 
The Milford Federal Bank mobile app makes banking 
fast and easy, giving you time to relax and enjoy the 
cocoa this holiday season!
 
Open a checking or savings account online!  
Visit MilfordFederal.com or scan the code  
to get started!

Could chocolate-covered cannabis be on the menu at 
former Green Mountain Chocolate? 
Marijuana business purchased building, intends to collaborate 
with chocolatiers 

By Theresa Knapp

The owners of  Blackstone 
Valley Naturals, LLC, a mari-
juana establishment currently 
located in Uxbridge, have pur-
chased 1 Rosenfeld Drive, the 
former location of  Green Moun-
tain Chocolate which closed its 
doors in June. 

Co-owners Kevin MacCon-
nell and Timothy Phillips met 
with the Hopedale Select Board 
on Nov. 8 to start discussions 
regarding a Host Community 
Agreement as it considers mov-
ing from Uxbridge (where they 
started in 2018) to Hopedale.

The owners say the new 
building is approximately 1,000 
square feet larger than the cur-
rent building they rent, and there 
is an additional acre of  undevel-
oped land that could be used for 
future expansion. 

“What’s the most exciting 
for us about the new building in 
Hopedale is how it’s already fully 
set up for food grade manufac-
turing,” MacConnell said. 

“Green Mountain Choco-
late, to me, has always had the 
best local chocolate,” Phillips 
said, adding that the Campbells 
[former owners of  the chocolate 
company] have ownership in the 
business. 

“We believe the cannabis in-
dustry is really lacking a quality 
chocolate-based product and 
Bill and Lisa [Campbell] really 
dialed that in; so if  we can meet 
in the middle and bring the can-
nabis to their excellent recipes in 
what they’ve built over the last 25 
years, we think it’s going to be a 
home run,” Phillips said. 

In a Facebook post on June 9 
on the Green Mountain Choco-
late page, the Campbells an-
nounced their retirement saying, 
“We sold our business and build-
ing to a company that will not be 
continuing with chocolate, so this 
is definitely the end of  the line for 
Green Mountain Chocolate...
Lisa & Bill.” 

Blackstone Valley Naturals 
holds a “microbusiness” license, 
the second such license granted 
in the state, says MacConnell. 

According to www.mass-
cannabis-control.com, a micro-
business “is a collated Tier 1 

Marijuana Cultivator, and/or 
Marijuana Product Manufac-
turer limited to purchase 2,000 
pounds of  marijuana from other 
[marijuana establishments] in 
one year.” Under such a license, 
they cannot operate more than 
one facility “so this would be a 
complete move from Uxbridge 
to Hopedale,” MacConnell said, 
adding they can also transport 
product to dispensaries only. 

MacConnell noted the new 
site could be up and running 
quickly because they will trans-
fer active plants. “What’s really 
unique about this situation is, 
once our license is transferred to 
that building, we’re instantly able 
to start cultivating and generat-
ing revenue for the town.” 

Select Board Chairman Brian 
Keyes said the town has been 
“selectively receptive to members 
of  the business community that 
are looking to come to Hopedale 
in the cannabis industry.” 

There are currently a handful 
of  marijuana businesses in the 
works in Hopedale; and High 
Hopes, a recreational cannabis 

dispensary, opened for business 
in June in the Airport Industrial 
& Business Park. 

The area is zoned for canna-
bis businesses but will require a 

special permit. 
Blackstone Valley Naturals is 

expected to be back before the 
Select Board on Nov. 22, 2021.

Site of the former Green Moun-
tain Chocolate, 1 Rosenfeld Drive, 
has been sold to Blackstone 
Valley Naturals, LLC. Credit: www.
greenmountainchocolate.com/

http://www.mass-cannabis-control.com
http://www.mass-cannabis-control.com
https://greenmountainchocolate.com/about-us/
https://greenmountainchocolate.com/about-us/
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Hopedale - Bancroft Memorial Library News
Library Director

The Bancroft Memorial Li-
brary Trustees are pleased to 
welcome Tricia Perry as the new 
director of  the Library. Tricia is 

an experienced library director, 
having served in this position 
at both the Westwood Public 
Library and the Millis Public 
Library. Tricia holds a master’s 
degree in Library and Infor-

mation Science from Simmons 
College and a bachelor’s in Eco-
nomics and Government from 
Smith College. Library Trustees 
invite residents to stop by the Li-
brary to meet Tricia and catch 
up with other library staff mem-
bers.

Holiday Hours
Friday, December 24th   
Closed 
Saturday, December 25th  
Closed                       
Friday, December 31st   
10am – 2pm       
Saturday, January 1st   
Closed

Hopedale Downtown 
Winter Stroll

Stop by the Library on Sat-
urday, December 4 as part of  
the Hopedale Downtown Win-
ter Stroll! We will be open from 
10am to 3pm. There will be a 
make-and-take holiday craft 
suitable for all ages in the Chil-
dren’s Room. The Friends of  
the Hopedale Library will also 
present a holiday concert with 
the local acapella group, Holiday 
Harmony Quartet at 2pm. Please 
call the Library at (508)634-2209 
to reserve your seat for the con-
cert!

Anthropomorphic 
Creamers Collection

Our display case this month 
features a wonderful collection 

of  anthropomorphic creamers. 
These creamers are over 100 
years old! Some of  these pieces 
are by the manufacturer Schae-
fer & Vater. Come on down to 
the Library to view the collection 
and learn more! We would like to 
thank Bobbie Elfland for sharing 
such a fun collection.

Ongoing Monthly Library 
Events

Helen Symonds Book 
Group

The Hopedale Book Discus-
sion Group meets monthly on the 
first Wednesday of  the month at 
1:00pm in the Bancroft Memo-
rial Library meeting room. New 
members are always welcome. If  
interested in joining the group, 
please leave your contact infor-
mation at the Circulation Desk.

The group will meet on 
Wednesday, December 1st at 
1pm to discuss Midnight Library 
by Matt Haig. “Between life 
and death there is a library, and 
within that library, the shelves 
go on forever. Every book pro-
vides a chance to try another life 
you could have lived, to see how 
things would be if  you had made 
other choices. Would you have 
done anything differently, if  you 
had the chance to undo your re-
grets? Up until now Nora Seed's 
life has been full of  misery. When 
she finds herself  in the Midnight 
Library, she can now undo every 
decision she regrets. But things 
aren't always what she imagined 
they'd be...” -- adapted from 

book jacket CWMARS catalog
The book to be discussed in 

January will be Anxious People 
by Fredrik Backman. “Taken 
hostage by an unsuccessful 
bank robber while attending an 
open house, eight anxiety-prone 
strangers--including a redemp-
tion-seeking bank director, two 
couples who would fix their mar-
riages, and a plucky octogenar-
ian--discover their unexpected 
common traits.” – CWMARS 
catalog

Wednesday Knitting & 
Crocheting Group

Join Knovel Knitters for an 
evening of  knitting and crochet-
ing every Wednesday night from 
6:00pm until 7:45pm.

Friends of the Hopedale 
Library

Holiday Harmony Quartet 
Saturday, December 4, 2021, 

2 pm (snow date 12/11)  
Please join us on Saturday, 

December 4th from 2-3pm for 
a holiday concert with the local 
acapella group Holiday Har-
mony Quartet. This special 
event will take place in the up-
stairs Reading Room. The pro-
gram will last approximately an 
hour. To reserve your seat please 
contact library staff at 508-634-
2209 or stop by the upstairs cir-
culation desk. Seats are limited!

Are you interested in joining 
The Friends of  the Hopedale 
Library? The Friends meet the 
second Wednesday of  the month 
at 6:30 pm. We always welcome 
new members! Please call or stop 
by the upstairs circulation desk to 
join. 

The Friends of  the Hopedale 
Library support the Library by 
providing funds for equipment, 
materials and programs to sup-
plement the regular operating 
budget. They offer adult events 
September- June and fund the 
children's summer reading and 
other programs. More informa-
tion can be found at https://
www.hopedale-ma.gov/ban-
croft-memorial-library/pages/
friends-library.

News from the Marjorie 
Hattersley Children’s 
Room

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• COMMERICAL & RESIDENTIAL

• TREE REMOVAL BY BUCKET TRUCK /CRANE

• LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING

• STORM DAMAGE

• SNOW REMOVAL

• FIREWOOD SALES
CharronTreeCompany.com  

CharronTreeService@yahoo.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
1060 Pulaski Blvd., Bellingham, MA 02019

Open 7 Days a Week

Security Fence & Lighting

Month-to-Month Leasing

Insurance Available

Hopedale Mini-Storage
Storage For All Your Needs

Commercial & Residential

Three Unit Sizes

Located at 6 Business Way in Hopedale

(508) 478-6996 or (888) 317-4910

Open 7 Days a Week

Security Fence & Lighting

Month-to-Month Leasing

Insurance Available

Hopedale Mini-Storage
Storage For All Your Needs

Commercial & Residential

Three Unit Sizes

Located at 6 Business Way in Hopedale

(508) 478-6996 or (888) 317-4910

Sacred Heart Church “Twice Blessed” Thrift Shop

187 Hopedale Street | Hopedale, MA 01747 | 508.473.1900 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church • sacredhearthopdale.org
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/twiceblessedthriftshophopedale/

Our thoughts and prayers are with all who are directly impacted by Covid-19.

New Store Hours 
8:30 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. (First Saturday each month except when there is a holiday)  

SATURDAY, DEC. 4TH Sale:
50% OFF Everything in the store

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE

10% OFF
your next purchase!

Limited time offer; not valid with any other offers.

CURBSIDE 
PICKUP OR 
YOU CAN 
COME IN!

HOURS: 
MON - SAT, 

10AM - 7PM; 
SUNDAY, 

11AM - 4PM

MONEY-SAVING COUPON!

401-757-6872
375 Putnam Pike 

Smithfield, RI 02917

cbdreleafmedway@gmail.com

774-460-6084
421 Pulaski Blvd
Bellingham, MA 02019

www.cbdreleafmedway.com

98A Main Street
Medway, MA 02053
508-533-4025

NOW 

OPEN

508-533-4025
98A Main Street

Medway, MA 02053 LIBRARY
continued on page 15 
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Parker Returns to Soccer Field Once Again
By ChrisTopher TreMBlay, 
sTaff sporTs wriTer

When Will Parker entered 
Hopedale Junior /Senior High 
School, he found himself  playing 
both soccer and baseball on the 
junior varsity teams. 

He made the tough de-
cision that he was going to 
forgo playing soccer further 
so that he could concen-
trated on his baseball ca-
reer.

But when the soccer 
team came calling for his 
help, Parker once again 
laced up his cleats to help 
out his fellow classmates.

“Baseball is my main 
sport, I’ve been playing it 
my entire life; it’s my pas-
sion and definitely, in my 
personal opinion, my dom-
inant sport,” Parker said. 
“I decided to come back 
to soccer last year, my ju-
nior year, when my friends 
begged for my help. They 
knew they weren’t going to 
have a goalie this year (their 
senior campaign), so they 
convinced me to try out.”

 Soccer Coach 
Greg LaBossiere was glad 
that his team took it upon 
themselves to recruit Parker, who 
has committed to play baseball 
for the Division 1 West Point 
Black Knights in New York. 

“The team knew that we were 
not going to have a goalie come 
their senior season, so a couple of  
his buddies approached him to 
come out for the team last year,” 
the Blue Raider Coach said. “I 
knew about him as I teach in 
the Hopedale School system, but 
he really blew me away with his 
leadership skills and the way that 
he competes.”

As a first year starting goalie, 
Parker helped lead the Blue 
Raiders to a 9-4-1 regular sea-
son and a chance to play in the 
Central Mass Tournament. With 
no goalie coach on the Hopedale 
sidelines, LaBossiere only knew 
the basics of  the position, but 
Parker was not only coachable, 
he picked things up quickly and 
feels comfortable playing the po-
sition.

In addition to the Coach giv-
ing him some pointers, it was the 
team that helped Parker to get 
ready to play his new position on 
the varsity level for the first time.

“Before the tryouts, the team 

worked with me, and I attended 
the captains’ practices so that 
I would be ready. My first year 
I was the team’s back-up and 
played halves here and there,” 
Parker said. “This year I was the 
starting goalie and was a little 
rusty to begin the season; I had 
played the field and was used to 
doing a lot of  passing, goalie is a 
whole new position.”

Friends and teammates DJ 
Tucker (attack and midfielder) 
and Steven Marchionni (center 
defensive mid) had the pleasure 
of  getting Parker ready for his 
debut.

“They just kept taking shots 
on me from all different angles so 
that I could get used to the posi-
tion. I felt they got me prepared 
for the most part, but I was still 
unsure of  my diving; it took me 
a while to learn it because each 
time I did it I would get turf  
burn. Eventually I just learned 
to accept it,” the new goalie said. 
“Luckily, I’m pretty athletic and 

after a few weeks, I was pretty 
used to playing the position, al-
though I still found diving to be 
a problem.”

Prior to his senior season get-
ting underway, Parker continued 

to go about his normal baseball 
routines and workouts to get 
ready. He attended captains’ 
practices once again, but more 
seriously as he knew that he had 
to be prepared for the other 12 
seniors as it meant a lot to them 
being their final year on the field 
together. 

Parker entered the season 
looking to be the best keeper that 
he possibly could be, not only for 
himself  but the rest of  the team. 
He wasn’t worried about being a 
captain as that was not his type 
of  thing. His first varsity start 
was typical of  a first-time varsity 
starter.

“That first game I had the 
classic case of  the nerves before 
the game,” he said. “But I feel 
it was more anxiousness and 
excitement more than anything 
else. By my second game I was 
all right.”

Although the senior has made 
some first-year mistakes, overall 
the coach is quite pleased with 

his goalie’s performance.
“Honestly, it’s expected of  him 

to make some mistakes here and 
there, but it hasn’t been anything 
that has hurt us. He has come 
up big when we needed him to 

and he had a phenomenal game 
against Ashland (a 1-0 win),” 
LaBossiere said. “He had 4 or 5 
shutouts, which is amazing for a 
first-year goalie, I think that his 
athleticism definitely helped, and 
he worked extremely hard to get 
ready for the season. He came 
in physically fit and throughout 
the season Dual Valley Coaches 
would continuously come up 
to me and ask where he came 
from.”

Parker, despite being the last 
line of  defense in front of  the 
net, feels the credit is not due to 

him, but his teammates. And in 
addition to having a talent group 
around him he has gotten to 
play with friend and Hopedale’s 
sophomore back-up goalie Alex 
Lannibios.

“This year, skillwise, 
has been one of  the better 
teams that Hopedale has 
put on the soccer field, and 
I was glad to play alongside 
all these skilled athletes,” 
Parker said. “The defense 
in front of  me has definitely 
been helpful in getting me 
through the season. It has 
been a pleasure to help the 
team out, but I have en-
joyed every single minute of  
it and to have Alex, who has 
been a friend and neighbor 
for 12 years, was great.”

What the future holds 
for Parker in the terms of  
soccer is undetermined at 
this point as baseball is still 
his top priority, but one 
never knows.

“I’ll see after this year if  
I ever play soccer again, as 
baseball is my true passion 
and love,” he said. “But you 
never know what will hap-
pen down the road.”

Hopedale entered the 
Division 4 Central Mass Athletic 
Directors Association (CMADA) 
boys’ soccer tournament as the 
number one seed. The Blue 
Raiders took out Narragansett 
6-0 behind the shutout perfor-
mance of  Parker and Lannibios 
splitting the goaltending duties. 
In the next round Parker contin-
ued his mastery of  the goal by 
shutting out West Boylston 3-0 
leading the Blue Raiders into 
the Finals where they defeated 
Whitinsville-Christian 4-1 for 
the CMADA Division 4 Cham-
pionship.

Sports

Gift Certificates Available
15 North Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

www.chamberlainpines.com
(508) 966-2187                        chamberlainpines@gmail.com
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  DECEMBER 2021 - HOPEDALE SR. CENTER ACTIVITIES   (508)634-2208  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

                                                                                   
   
 

                                                 
 

                                   1 
10:00 am  Low Impact 
                 Exercise    
11:00 am  Meditation  
12:30 pm  Literature 
  1:00 pm  Cribbage      

                                                   2 
10:00 am   Watercolor Class     
  1:00 pm   Tai Chi 

                                                   3  
10:00 am    Re-boot Strength &     
                    Balance 
   

                                        6 
  9:00 am  Free Panera 
10:00 am   Low Impact 
                  Exercise     
12:30 pm  BINGO 
  1:00 pm  Memoir Writing 

                                             7 
  9:00 am   Yoga with    
                  Crystal 
12:00 am  Sr. Center    
                  Holiday Party 
 
12:30 pm   Mah-Jongg 
 
  1:00 pm   Bridge 

                                   8 
  
 
10:00 am   Low Impact 
                   Exercise 
 
 11:00 am  Meditation  
 12:30 pm  Literature 
   1:00 pm  Cribbage    

                                                   9 
 
10:00 am   Watercolor Class    
10:00 am   Trim the Tree 
                  Coffee Hour  
  
 1:00 pm   Tai Chi 

                                                 10  
10:00 am   Re-boot Strength &     
                  Balance 
 

                                        13 
                 
  9:00 am   Free Panera 
10:00 am   Low Impact 
                  Exercise     
12:30 pm  BINGO 
  1:00 pm  Memoir Writing 

                                           14 
  9:00 am   Yoga with    
                  Crystal 
12:30 pm   Mah-Jongg   
  
 1:00 pm    Bridge    

                                 15 
  9:30 am Nurse Clinic 
10:00 am Low Impact 
                 Exercise      
11:00 am  Meditation 
12:30 pm  Literature 
  1:00 pm  Cribbage    

                                                 16 
   
10:00 am   Watercolor Class     
10:00 am   Knitters’ Group  
  1:00 pm   Tai Chi 
 

                                                 17 
 
  10:00 am   Re-boot Strength &     
                    Balance 
   

                                         20 
 9:00 am    Free Panera 
10:00 am   Low Impact 
                  Exercise     
12:30 pm  BINGO 
 1:00 pm   Memoir Writing 
 

                                           21 
 
  9:00 am     Yoga with  
                    Crystal 
  
12:30 pm    Mah-Jongg   
  
 1:00 pm     Bridge    
  
 

                                 22 
10:00 am  Low Impact 
                 Exercise    
11:00 am  Meditation  
12:30 pm  Literature 
  1:00 pm  Cribbage      

                                                 23 
 
 
 
   1:00 pm   Tai Chi 
 

                                                 24 
CLOSED FOR  
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY   

 

                                        27 
  9:00 am   Free Panera 
10:00 am   Low Impact 
                  Exercise  
12:30 pm  BINGO 
  1:00 pm  Memoir Writing 
 

                                           28      
  9:00 am  Yoga with  
                 Crystal  
12:30 pm  Mah-Jongg    
  1:00 pm  Bridge 

                                  29 
10:00 am  Low Impact 
                 Exercise    
11:00 am  Meditation  
12:30 pm  Literature 
  1:00 pm  Cribbage      

                                                  30 
 
12:00 pm   Lunch at Sr. Center  
 
 1:00 pm   Tai Chi 
 

                                                  31 
CLOSED FOR NEW YEARS   

 

Clean Slate Estate Inc.
Estate Clean-Out Specialists

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company

CleanSlateEstate.com
401-640-9385 • 800-989-4521

FREE
QUOTES

CALL US
FIRST

CALL NOW TO 
MAKE CASH $$$

WE BUY ... 

Small & Large
Collections Of Artwork, 

Baseball & Basketball Cards,
Coins, Comics, 

Diamonds, Gold, Jewelry, 
Pokemon Cards, Silver, Stamps, 

Trains & Toys (Antique)

FULLY INSURED & BONDED
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Good Neighbor Mitten 
Tree

Beginning November 26, our 
Good Neighbor Mitten Tree will 
be up in the Children's Room. 
We invite our generous patrons 
to donate handmade or newly 
purchased hats, scarves, mittens 
and gloves to be given to the 
Milford Food Pantry. Please add 
your name to one of  the holi-
day angels decorating our tree, 
along with your gift. You can 
make this winter a bit warmer 
for someone! Please contact Mrs. 
Kraimer (508-634-2209) with 
any questions.

This is Hanukkah!
Join Mrs. Kraimer for 

some special Hanukkah fun 
on Wednesday, December 1 at 
6:15pm. Listen to some Hanuk-
kah stories and music. Then 
make a craft! This program is for 
ages 6 and up. Space is limited 

so call Mrs. Kraimer today at 
(508)634-2209 to register.

Let It Snow!
Oh the weather outside is 

frightful, but the Bancroft Me-
morial Library is so delightful 
with a special snowman-themed 
storytime with Mrs. Kraimer on 
Monday, December 6 at 6pm. 
Listen to snowman stories and 
paint a wooden snowman for 
your holiday table! This program 
is for ages 5 and up. Please call 
Mrs. Kraimer at (508)634-2209 
to register.

December Story Hours
Story Hours are starting up 

in December on Tuesdays at 
3:15pm (Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28) for 
ages 3 and up. Listen to stories, 
sing songs, and take home a 
craft. Call Mrs. Kraimer to reg-
ister today!

Salt Dough Ornaments
Decorate an ornament for 

your tree on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 15 at 3:30pm for ages 3 and 
up. Mrs. Kraimer has baked salt 
dough ornaments. All they need 

is some paint! Come join in on 
the fun. Space is limited so call 
Mrs. Kraimer (508)634-2209 to 
register.

Game Day
Looking for something to do 

over vacation? Come to the Li-
brary from 2-4pm on Wednes-
day, December 29 to play some 
games! Tables will be set up for 
board games, Legos, and Poke-
mon. This activity is 

open to ages 5 and up. Please 
call Mrs. Kraimer to register at 
(508)634-2209.

For updates throughout the 
month, Friend us on Facebook, 
sign up at https://www.hoped-
ale-ma.gov/subscribe to receive 
library news via email, add the 
Mobile App to your phone for 
up-to-date reminders, and sign 
up at www.wowbrary.org to dis-
cover the Library’s newest books, 
movies and music. The library 
webpage is  https://www.hoped-
ale-ma.gov/bancroft-memorial-
library .

 

Jack Broderick
Realtor, ABR

Cell: 774-248-4787
Office: 508-478-7286
Fax: 508-478-0664

jbroderickhomes@comcast.net
jbroderick@afonsore.com
www.afonsorealestate.com

Looking to 
advertise in 

our Real Estate 
Corner? 

Contact Jeremy 
Wardwell today at 
413-204-5296 or by 

email at 
jeremywardwell@

localtownpages.com

Recent Home Sales
Date Hopedale Amount
11/01/2021 9 Nelson Street $405,000
10/29/2021 168-170 S Main Street $460,333
10/28/2021 30 Laurelwood Drive $340,000
10/28/2021 3 Tillotson Road $700,000
10/15/2021 55 Hill Street $282,500
10/08/2021 194 West Street $315,000

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

Below: 55 Hill Street in Hopedale recently sold for $282,500.
Image credit: www.zillow.com

Senior Center News
Free Wellness Clinc with 
Nurse Mary Watson

9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 15
Mary can take your vital signs 

and answer your general ques-
tions. Please stop in for a friendly 
visit. This time of  year can be 
stressful. Talk with Mary. All in-
formation shared is confidential.

Podiarty Clinic
8:30 a.m. - Noon
Friday, Jan. 7, 2022
Dr. Biancamano returns! New 

participants welcome.
By appointment only. Please 

call 508-634-2208

Heating Assistance 
(SMOC)

The Hopedale Senior Center 
is taking appointments to assist 
with applications for the 2021-
2022 Fuel Assistance season

SMOC re-certification paper-
work was sent later than usual. 
New Fuel Assistance clients can 
make appointments for applica-
tion assistance now for the pro-
gram's Nov. 1, 2021 start date.

Income guidelines are: 1 per-
son $40,951/2 people $53,551

Please call 508-634-2208. All 
inquires are confidential

Open enrollment for 
Medicare Medical and 
Drug Insurance Plans

Through Dec. 7, 2021
This is the period for all 

Medicare enrollees to evaluate 
their current Medical and Drug 
insurance coverage. Assistance 
is available through the SHINE 
program. Call 508-634-2208

Having trouble finding a 
COVID -19 Booster?

Call the Hopedale Senior 
Center at 508-634-2208

Free Basketball Admission For 
Hopedale Alumni Members

The Hopedale Alumni Association 
is pleased to once again offer free ad-
mission to all regular season Hopedale 
Varsity Boys & Girls Basketball home 
games for all Lifetime Alumni Mem-
bers.

Lifetime Members should pres-
ent their Alumni ID card - or a valid 
photo ID - at the ticket desk for mem-
bership verification to take advantage 
of  this offering.  

Additional details can be found 
at: http://hopedale-alumni.org.

LIBRARY

continued from page 12

http://hopedale-alumni.org
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Be a leader 
in your 
Community ... 

localtownpages

Sponsor your hometown news  
sources and receive permanent 
placement on your chosen town site 
for 12 months! Tie in your corporate 
profile, company branding and so-
cial media feed into one neat place 
and reach your target audience with 
our local service directory. We also  
include Sponsored Content and  
Digital Advertising year round.  
No better way of keeping your  
company branding top of mind 
throughout the year! 

Ashland  |  Franklin  |  Holliston  |  Hopedale  |  Medway/Millis  |  Natick  |  Norwood  |  Norfolk/Wrentham

When you book your Community Sponsorship Package, 
your business will receive the following:

• Prominent homepage presence for 12 months. 
• Corporate Profile in Local Town Pages business directory.

• 4 Sponsored Digital Articles per year. 
• Logo/URL under Local Spotlight on Town Homepage.

• 3-30 day, sidebar ads to use within the year.

For more package info and to reserve your spot, please contact Jeremy Wardwell at 413-204-5296 
or by email at jeremywardwell@localtownpages.com Only 10 available per site! They will go quick! 
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