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•FREE Loaner Cars Available
•FREE Rides to Work/Home
•FREE Vehicle Pickup & Delivery
•6 Month Financing Available
•3 Years/36k Mile Warranty
•Same Day Service on Most Repairs
•Free Digital Inspections with
    pictures for absolute transparency

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL + FREE Check Up
$37.97 Synthetic Oil Change

For faster service, please call ahead for an appointment. Most cars/trucks. Oil change includes up to 5 qts. of motor oil and new oil filter.
Some vehicles require special oil and/or filter, cost extra. Tax and disposal fee extra. Cannot combine with any other offers. Limited time only.

www.ProAutomotiveMA.com

WEBSTER
626 S. Main St.
Webster, MA

508.213.9948

DUDLEY
199 Oxford Ave.

Dudley, MA
508.213.9955

WEBSTER
8 Englewood St.

Webster, MA
508.506.9629

Car Trouble? PRO Automotive Can Fix Everything
10%

OFF

TAKE

YOUR NEXT SERVICE VISIT
OF $50 OR MORE.

Must present coupon at write-up.
Valid until 03.31.2021

WHITINSVILLE  |  WEBSTER

(508) 499-3510
harbroauto.com/service

Valid until 3.31.2022
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Erik Larson and Richard Clark pack 601 cans of soup for the Food Shelf.

Oxford Food Shelf provides 
healthy food necessities

Bienvenido, amigos! 
El Patron Corona opens in Oxford

Oscar Araiza is owner/manager of 
the new El Patron Corona in Ox-
ford; the family restaurant features 
authentic Mexican cuisine.

By Rod Lee
In no time at all, the new El Patron 
Corona restaurant on Sutton Ave. 
in Oxford has won the hearts of the 
dining public.
  El Patron Corona is the fourth 
restaurant in a group owned by 
brothers Felix and Jose Bracamon-
tes. The others are in Northbor-
ough (Rancho Corona), Lynn (Ha-
cienda Corona) and Marblehead 
(Casa Corona).
  El Patron Corona held a grand 
opening in late February in Oxford 
Crossing, a busy plaza near the on-
off ramps for I-395 that is anchored 
by a Market Basket, a Home Depot 
and a Dollar Tree. It settled into 
space formerly occupied by Ox 
Bar & Grill in the northeast side of 
the plaza.
  A ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
held on March 4.
  If there was any doubt about the 

appeal of “authentic Mexican cui-
sine” in the town of Oxford, it has 
been quickly dispelled. On a mid-
afternoon Wednesday, El Patron 
Corona was busy with patrons 
coming and going in quest of fare 
from a wide-ranging menu. In ad-
dition to appetizers, street tacos, 
pollos, mariscos, carnes, burritos 
and rancho quesadillas, there are 
such house specials as Steak To-
rero (a twelve-ounce New York 
steak, flame broiled and topped 
with sautéed onions, green pep-
pers and mushrooms and covered 
with red sauce and melted cheese 
served with rice and refried 
beans.
    Borrego Don Matute (lamb shank 
marinated in a delicious red chili 
pepper sauce, baked slowly until 
tender and served with marinade 
sauce, rice, refried beans, Pico De 

Gallo and avocado slices is another 
staple.
  Las Fajitas, pork dishes, veggie 
dishes, egg dishes, sopas, enchila-
das and ensaladas are all available 
at El Patron Corona, as are small 
combinations and large combina-
tions.
  The restaurant is open for lunch 
and dinner.
  Festive Mexican music played 
continuously on March 2nd, con-
tributing to a festive atmosphere.
  “Our customers are nice, we 
have had no complaints so far,” 
Oscar Battista, a server, said, as he 
moved back and forth from the din-
ing room to the reception booth.
  One man walking into the restau-
rant saw a hat sitting on a stool and 
said, jokingly, “do I have to wear 
the sombrero?” By Janet Stoica

Without teamwork and great gen-
erosity from the churches, busi-
nesses, and wonderful people of 
Oxford, those among us who may 
need an extra bit of help with 
food assistance wouldn’t be so 
blessed. The Oxford Food Shelf, 
run by the Oxford Ecumenical 
Council, consisting of the eight 
churches in the town of Oxford 
(First Baptist Church, First Congre-
gational Church, Grace Episcopal 

Church, Oak Hill Bible Church, St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church, St. Roch’s 
Catholic Church, United Method-
ist Church, and Zion Lutheran 
Church) has been in existence for 
more than 45 years and is one of 
the most organized and focused 
groups in the area that provides 
food and other vital staples to its 
clients while also providing dietary 
guidelines for those who have 

Cuts the ribbon

Samuel Slater Experience founder Chris Robert and Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito cut the ribbon to 
officially open the museum, flanked by Ross Lavoie, Selectman Randy Becker, State Rep. Joe McKenna 
and State Sen. Ryan Fattman.

The Samuel Slater Experience, a historic museum fea-
turing state-of-the-art 4-D digital technology to tell the 
story of Samuel Slater, the beginnings of the American 
Industrial Revolution, and the founding of Webster, 
Massachusetts, in the early 19th century, opened its 

doors to the public Friday, March 4, with a spe-
cial ribbon-cutting ceremony.
 A group of local politicians and business lead-
ers spoke in a brief program held before the 
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Happy 
St. Patrick’s 

Day!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8 am-11 pm • Sun 10 am - 10 pm

94 East Main St. • Webster, MA

Fine Wine • Spirits • Craft Beer
Lottery • Bottle Redemption

In-Store Specials
Excellent Selection • Convenient Store Shopping

Discount Store Pricing

Fine Cigars • 99¢ Nips

Hank’s Liquors

We carry all your 
Wine, Beer and Spirits 

for St. Patty’s Day!

Half Page Program(5.5”x4.25”)
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Are you a public school, 
state or local employee 
planning your next chapter?

Let us help you prepare. To learn 
more, call my office today.

Dennis Antonopoulos 
Financial Advisor

5 Albert St 
Auburn, MA 01501-1303 
508-832-5385

VacuumsVacuums
always 75always 75¢¢

89 Southbridge St.89 Southbridge St.
Auburn, MAAuburn, MA

(across from Sword St.)(across from Sword St.)

$18

$14

$10

$8

come to depend on their of-
ferings.
 “We want to reach every-
one who needs us,” says 
Christina St. Martin, chair-
person of the Oxford Ecu-
menical Council, “we are 
reaching out to all who need 
us and have made several 
changes since COVID to as-
sist those in need of not only 
everyday foods but we are 
ensuring there are plenty 
of healthy food choices as 
well as including everyday 
household staples like pa-
per towels, dish and laundry 
detergents, diapers, baby 
formula, baby food, and 
gluten-free food items. Much 
is donated by local residents 
and stores and we gratefully 
thank the outstanding gener-
osity of our Oxford residents 
and businesses for their 
kindness, volunteerism, and 
commitment to their fellow 
residents in need.”
 Ms. St. Martin explained 
that most food banks pro-
vide a box of pre-selected 
items but the Oxford Food 
Shelf takes the process to an-
other level by having those 

Volunteers prepare to distribute fresh vegetables to cus-
tomers.

Jo-Ann Bussiere of bankHometown presents a $2,800 check 
to Christina St. Martin of the Food Shelf.

in need do their own select-
ing of food and household 
items. Their goal is to help 
everyone eat as healthily 
as possible without adding 
more fat, sodium, and sugar 
to their diets. Fresh fruits 
and vegetables are provided 
as often as these products 
can be secured. “We want 
to make people conscious 
of good eating choices and 
habits,” said Ms. St. Martin. 
“The eight churches in Ox-
ford support us with much-
needed assistance from 
volunteers. We don’t know 
what we’d do without our 
wonderful volunteers. They 
are the backbone of our ser-
vices helping to stock items 
and assist clients who visit 
the Food Shelf. Most people 
are very surprised to see 
what we offer and we real-
ize there are many more 
people in our community 
who should be using our 
program. It’s an easy pro-
cess to come in and try our 
services.” 
 According to Susan Avery, 
co-chair of the Council, “The 
shopping area is now more 
open and brighter and wel-
coming for client families. 
Because it’s more spacious, 
clients are able to move 
through more quickly—all 

while maintaining social dis-
tancing guidelines. Everyone 
in the Food Shelf, client fami-
lies and volunteers, wear 
masks at all times. We have 
a volunteer with a sewing 
machine who offers to help 
our client families with any 
clothing repairs they need. 
We are providing warm 
coats, hats, and mittens for 
children. We provide turkey 
dinners and presents for 
children at Christmas. In the 
summer, we manage a com-
munity garden which yields 
fresh local produce for our 
client families.”  Addition-
ally, they provide families 
with information on WIC, 
SNAP, Healthy Eating, Home 
Heating Assistance Pro-
grams, and information on 
free and reduced cost medi-
cal care.
 Variety is an essential in-
gredient of any food bank 
and the Oxford site has add-
ed more items to that vari-
ety like salad dressings, rel-
ishes, olives, pickles, even 
salsa, taco shells, and sea-
sonings. Their standard of-
ferings include canned fruit 
and veggies, pasta, cereals, 
pasta sauce, and soups. The 
Oxford community is very 
generous and people and 
many companies give to 

the Food Shelf on a weekly 
basis. The local churches 
and schools provide many 
donated items. Recently the 
Zion Lutheran Church held a 
Souper Bowl Fundraiser and 
donated 601 cans of soup to 
the organization. 
 When the vegetable grow-
ing season gets underway, 
the Shelf expects to have 
a great variety of healthy 
fruits and vegetables. The 
First Congregational Church 
has a garden and custom-
ers love the fresh produce. 
Oxford’s Crown and Roots 
Farm allows the group to 
buy a share of their sus-
tainably grown vegetables 
which will be incorporated 
into their summer food 
choices. The Shelf hopes to 
have leeks, bok choy, egg-
plant, and spaghetti squash 
with recipe cards provided 
for their healthy prepara-
tion. Even figs and black 
beans from the USDA will be 
on the shelves complete with 
serving techniques. Color-
coded nutritious food desig-
nations will be employed via 
SWAP (“Supporting Wellness 
in Food Pantries”), assisting 
customers to make wise and 
good eating choices through 
the use of the color green 
advising them to “make this 
choice often,” yellow for 
“sometimes,” and red for 
“seldom.”  The SWAP system 
is based on reducing sodi-

um, added sugars, and fats.
 So, if you live in Oxford 
and think you might need a 
bit of food assistance, you’re 
very much welcome to 
visit the Oxford Food Shelf. 
There is a simple process of 
registration/eligibility and a 
weekly selection of grocer-
ies to help with your dietary 

needs. They are open on 
Thursdays from 4:30 p.m. 
– 6:30 p.m. and are located 
in the lower level of the 
Community Center, 4 Maple 
Street, Oxford. Phone: (508) 
987-1062.
-------------------------------
Contact Janet:  jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com
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Souvenirs 
Sweatshirts & Tees
Postcards • Hats

Jackets •Tervis Tumblers
Etched Glassware

“Images of America, Webster” book

shop online at www.websterlakegifts.com

   508-943-4900
154 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA

behind Wind Tiki in the 
Sterling Realty Building

Hiring	  RN’s	  and	  CNA’s	  
Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit is hiring 
full-time Registered Nurses and CNA’s, all shifts.

 Competitive wages and benefit package.

 Please apply at 

www.state/www.governmentjobs.com/careers/rhodeisland

For questions, please call Debra Martinelli at 401-567-5414

Hiring RN’s and CNA’s
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Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit is hiring 
full-time Registered Nurses and CNA’s, all shifts.

 Competitive wages and benefit package.
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www.state/www.governmentjobs.com/careers/rhodeisland

For questions, please call Debra Martinelli at 401-567-5414
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Eleanor Slater Hospital Zambarano Unit is hiring 
full-time Registered Nurses and CNA’s, all shifts.

 Competitive wages and benefit package.

 Please apply at 

www.state/www.governmentjobs.com/careers/rhodeisland

For questions, please call Debra Martinelli at 401-567-5414

Hiring RN’s and CNA’s

185 West Main St. • Dudley, MA 01571 • 774-696-0193

HOT TODDIES are here!
made with tea or coffee adding in 
your favorite liquor as well as your 
choice of lemon, ginger, cloves, or 

honey. Hot Buttered Rum is here too 
and made with rum and a pat of 
butter. It’ll cure whatever ails you.

Also offering
Macha Tea Ice Cream, Egg Nog,  

Gingerbread, Cranberry Orange Walnut. 
Also try our Strawberry Shortcake!

And our new flavor: 
Chocolate Covered Cherry Ice Cream!

Winter Hours
Friday-Sunday
3 p.m. - 8 p.m.

10% off 
with this ad on 

Fridays!

Dairy Free Options 
Available!

Featuring 
German Chocolate 
Cake Ice Cream!

YOU deserve an ice cream treat! Come and try the Pharm’s every day treats 
and remember how ice cream used to taste when you were a kid! Our 

Hand-Made and Churned delights are made with the freshest ingredients
 in small batches. The cream is heavenly, the flavors and drinks are unique!

Now offering Softserve!  
Try a piece of our soft serve pie 
(graham cracker crust or Oreo 
Cookie Crust)...with a scoop of 
hot fudge or strawberries & 
whipped cream!  Oh how 

yummy!  Also try our form of 
the blizzard called a 

Cow-a-Bunga. Come give it a try!

Shamrock Shakes -adult & kid varieties!Shamrock Shakes -adult & kid varieties!

DUDLEY – Nichols College 
President Glenn M. Sulma-
sy, JD, LL.M, has appointed 
Jack Hayes, a 30-year veter-
an in sports administration 
and the Brown University 
athletics director for nearly 
a decade, as its new vice 
president for athletics.
 “The caliber and breadth 
of experience that Jack 
brings to this new position 
will inspire a deeper com-
mitment toward raising the 
regional and national profile 
of our athletic programs,” 
said Sulmasy. “Nichols is on 
the move, and I look forward 
to Jack leading the Bison 
charge.”
 As vice president, Hayes 
will oversee all aspects of 
Bison athletics, with a focus 
on fundraising and elevating 
the prominence of Nichols 
athletics, which comprise 23 
men’s, women’s and co-ed 
varsity sports, 21 of which 
are NCAA Division III level.
 “I am honored and excited 
to join the Nichols College 
community,” said Hayes. “I 
am thankful for the opportu-
nity that President Sulmasy 
has provided, and I look 
forward to working with the 
student-athletes, coaches, 
administrators, faculty and 
staff.”
 Hayes served as Brown’s 
athletic director from 2012 
to 2021, overseeing 34 NCAA 
Division I teams. During his 
tenure, the Bears earned 

26 academic all-American 
awards, two Senior CLASS 
awards and a National Play-
er of the Year honor.  They 
won six Ivy League cham-
pionships and made post-
season appearances in 14 
sports.  Four of the coaches 
Hayes hired received con-
ference coach of the year ac-
colades. Hayes also oversaw 
the planning and fundraising 
for $50 million of construc-
tion and renovation proj-
ects and worked with the 
Rhode Island Interscholas-
tic League to bring many of 
its championship events to 
the Brown campus. In 2018, 
Hayes received the Frank 
Lanning Award in recogni-
tion of his contributions to 
the Rhode Island sports 
community.   
 Hayes left Brown to pur-
sue new opportunities, in-
cluding as a senior advisor 
to Bruin Sports Capital, an 
investment and operating 

company that specializes in 
building global sports, me-
dia, entertainment and tech-
nology companies.  
 Prior to Brown, Hayes 
served as the director of ath-
letics at Hofstra University 
from 2004 to 2012 while the 
Pride earned 10 academic 
all-America honors and 16 
conference Scholar-Athlete 
of the Year awards.  Its 
teams captured 21 Colonial 
Athletic Association cham-
pionships and made 35 
post-season appearances, 
including 26 NCAA tourna-
ments.  Five of the coaches 
Hayes hired went on to re-
ceive conference coach of 
the year awards. He also 
reintroduced the Hofstra 
Athletics Hall of Fame after a 
50-year absence and led the 
effort to retire the uniform 
numbers of 23 prominent 
former student-athletes.  
 Hayes has served on vari-
ous NCAA and conference 

committees, including the 
NCAA Leadership Council 
and the NCAA Men’s La-
crosse Championship Com-
mittee, which he chaired in 
2019.  He held leadership 
positions at the University of 
Connecticut, and Fordham, 
St, John’s and Fairfield uni-
versities before taking the 
athletic director position at 
Hofstra.  
 A native of Providence, 
R.I., Hayes earned a bach-
elor’s degree in 1989 at 
Providence College, where 
he was a three-year starter 
on the lacrosse team, and a 
master’s degree in 1992 at 
the University of Connecti-
cut.  

The Nichols College athletic leadership team, from left, Jack 
Hayes, Glenn Sulmasy, and Eric Gobiel.  

Nichols College names former Brown University AD as athletics VP
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Getting You 
Back to Better.
111 Huntoon Memorial Highway • Leicester, MA 01542

 Phone: 508.892.6800 •  www.vhmeadows.com

Short-Term Rehabilitation • Long-Term Care
Hospice Stays • Respite Care

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

Chief’s corner

Dean’s List
WESTON - Regis College is pleased to announce that 516 stu-
dents made the Dean’s List for academic achievement for the 
2021 fall semester. 
 Alyssa Ward, of Webster, is among the students who made 
the Dean’s List. Ward is in the class of 2022.
 To be eligible for the Dean’s List as a senior, junior or 
sophomore at Regis, a student must have a semester grade 
point average (GPA) of at least 3.50. For first-year students, a 
semester GPA of at least 3.25 must be attained.

SSE
Continued from page 1
ribbon cutting. Speakers include Samuel 
Slater Experience Founder Christopher 
Robert, Lieutenant Governor Karyn Poli-
to, Senator Ryan Fattman, Representative 
Joseph McKenna, Chairman of the Web-
ster Board of Selectmen Randy Becker, 
Webster Town Administrator Richard 
LaFond, Executive Director of Discover 
Central Mass Monique Messier. 
 The Samuel Slater Experience com-
prises more than twenty unique, immer-
sive exhibits that transport the audience 
back to the early 1800s as the seeds 
of the American Industrial Revolution 
were sown. The museum starts with a 

young and conflicted Samu-
el Slater and his immigration 
to America, his success dur-
ing the era and his impact on 
the geographic area. Guests 
will explore Slater’s unique 
factory model that would 
transform manufacturing in 
America. The museum then 
takes you forward a cen-
tury, recreating downtown 
Webster in the early 1900s, 
which has become a hub of 
commerce and industry. 
 The Samuel Slater Experi-
ence was created by Web-
ster business owner and 
philanthropist Christopher 
Robert with the help of Web-
ster town officials, museum 
design expert Doug Mund 
and his firm dmdg2, and 
digital production master-

Chris and Bev Robert with museum designer Doug Mund.

Enjoying a trolley ride are Bev Robert, Rep. Joe McKenna, Jeannie Hebert, Lt. Gov. Karyn 
Polito and Monique Messier.

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito presents citation to 
Chris Robert.

The Samuel Slater Guard participated in the Samuel Slater Experience grand opening and 
fired a volley after the ribbon cutting ceremony.

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department
The flashing yellow left turn arrow remains a point of interest 
for many people.  These signals have become more common 
in recent years.  The Massachusetts Department of Transpor-
tation (Mass DOT) has begun a process of replacing many 
older traffic signals with new ones to try and standardize 
these turn arrows for drivers.  We were asked to provide our 
residents with this information. 
 Turn arrow signals are generally found at intersections 
where there is heavy traffic flow.  These lights allow vehicles 
to make uninterrupted turns to alleviate back-ups and pro-
vide clear guidance to drivers.  The green turn arrow lights, 

at the intersection of West Main Street and Schofield Avenue, 
have been very effective in reducing crashes and traffic con-
gestion.  The rules for these turn arrows are generally con-
tained in the state highway regulations and / or in local traffic 
by laws or ordinances.  Most intersections have only red or 
green turn arrows.  A local example of a flashing yellow arrow 
is at the intersection of Thompson Road and Lake Parkway 
in Webster.  While traveling north on Thompson Road, driv-
ers will see this left turn arrow flashing yellow on occasion. 
Signals like these will become more common over time. 
 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Drivers Manual, 
provided by Mass DOT, specifically addresses these yellow 
flashing turn arrows.  It states in part, “A flashing yellow ar-
row allows you to turn left when oncoming traffic has a green 
light, but the traffic is clear. You must carefully determine 
that there is an adequate gap in the oncoming traffic and en-
sure that there are no pedestrians in your path before mak-
ing your turn.” Mass DOT will be changing the style of these 
signals to provide clearer guidance for drivers.  They offer 
the following safety information: “The #FlashingYellowAr-
row signal aims to replace the circular green indication for 
left turns at signalized intersections. When the arrow is flash-
ing, drivers are allowed to turn only after YIELDING to all 
oncoming traffic and to any pedestrians in the crosswalk.” 
Sample photos of these new signs will be posted in various 
places.  Although there is not a dramatic difference with 
these traffic signal styles, they will be noticeable.  It is impor-
tant for drivers to be aware of these and to pay attention for 
signage at all intersections.  Certain movements may be il-
legal such as the “No Turn on Red.”  Some intersections may 
allow turns on green arrows only.  The Lake Parkway and 
Thompson Road intersection I reference has a sign inform-
ing drivers of what is permitted when the arrow is flashing 
yellow.  Take the time to look for any possible signage or 
signals which will assist you to make your turn safely.  This 
is especially true if you are in an unfamiliar location.  Please 
take the time to exercise caution at all intersections.
 COVID-19 cases in our area are declining and many of the 
mandates are going away.  We all await the relaxing of restric-
tions and the transition to a “new normal.”  For those still 
seeking vaccination pr other information, it can be found at 
www.dudleyma.gov or by calling 508-949-8036.  We encour-
age everyone to be safe.  Your cooperation is greatly appreci-
ated.  During these challenging times, we, at the Dudley Po-
lice Department, greatly appreciate the support we receive 
from our community.  

Thanks again for your questions and comments.  Please send 
them to me at the Dudley Police Department 71 West Main 
St. Dudley, Ma. 01571 or email at swojnar@dudleypolice.com.  
Opinions expressed in this weekly column are those of Chief 
Wojnar only and unless clearly noted, do not reflect the ideas 
or opinions of any other organization or citizen.

Flashing yellow light

mind Bob Noll and Boston 
Productions Inc. Robert has 
been working on the project 
since 2018, with the funda-
mental purpose to create a 
new way to educate children. 
The exhibits are designed in 
coordination with curricu-

lum directors from the local 
school districts, aligned with 
approved curriculum stan-
dards in both social studies 
and STEM fields.
 Explore the Samuel Slater 
Experience now at Samuel-
SlaterExperience.org
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GET THE HELP 
YOU NEED 

CLOSE TO HOME

CALL NOW  5088 78554990

World-Class Substance Abuse & 
Mental Health Outpatient Treatment 

The Counseling Center offers a full range of treatment for adults and 
adolescents in a serene and comfortable atmosphere with flexible 

scheduling during day and evening hours.

Open All Winter
Come explore our wide open spaces 
and New England downtowns & villages
Visit TheLastGreenValley.org 
or call 860-774-3300

National Heritage Corridor

DUDLEY – Nichols College 
has launched the Bison Den, 
a new campus and student 
establishment, in the newly 
renovated clubhouse of Dud-
ley Hill Golf Club on Airport 
Road. The opening marks 
the first time in more than 20 
years that Nichols students 
have had a campus bar. 
 “This is a historic occasion 
for the campus community, 
and especially for our stu-
dents who have long sought 
a safe and convenient place 
where they can relax and 
socialize on the weekends,” 
said Nichols College Presi-
dent Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, 
LL.M. “On our march toward 
greater prominence, the open-
ing of the Bison Den is one ini-
tiative of many to provide our 
students with an exceptional 
and memorable student life 
experience.” 
 The Bison Den, named 
for the college’s mascot, is a 
throwback to its same-named 
predecessor, a student-run 
bar located beneath the au-
ditorium that was in opera-
tion from 1969 to the 1980s 
and intermittently until the 
early 2000s.  After multiple 
attempts over the past two 
decades to revive the facility 
to meet student desire and 
interest, and after the space 
was converted for office use, 
President Sulmasy eyed the 
Dudley Hill clubhouse as a 
suitable spot. 
 The college bought Dudley 
Hill in 2018 after it was previ-
ously leased to the college 
from 1949 to 1999 and contin-
ued to serve as home to the 
Nichols golf team. Today, the 
course and clubhouse are 
managed by Tri State Golf 
Company.
 Over the past four months, 
the clubhouse has been 
transformed with new walls, 
flooring, furniture, and bar, 
and adorned with Nichols 
memorabilia. Overseeing the 
project was the college’s First 
Lady Marla Sulmasy, with 
help from the Office of the 

President and representatives 
from Student Affairs. Two 
Nichols College courses in 
hospitality management and 
entrepreneurship are actively 
involved this semester and 
held classes there in January. 
 For its ribbon-cutting and 
soft opening on February 
8, the college invited the 
30-member Senior Advisory 
Council to take the first look.  
 “It’s exciting! I’m glad to be 
a part of it,” says senior Ma-
ria Mironidis. “I can see hav-
ing pub nights here and as a 
place where students can go 
to have lunch, dinner, or just 
hang out.”
 Brian Edmands remem-
bers what the space looked 
like before the remodel. “This 
is a big change,” he says. “It 

looks amazing, a place where 
students will actually want to 
come.” 
 Dylan Mitchell agrees. “It is 
a completely different space. 
It feels like a nice college bar, 
put together with effort,” he 
says, adding, “I don’t know of 
any other college that would 
sponsor its own bar and 
make it look this nice!”
 The Bison Den is currently 
available for private college 
events, with the potential 
for activities such as trivia 
nights, karaoke, and live mu-
sic. In the near future, the col-
lege plans to open the facility 
to the general public as well 
as provide experiential learn-
ing opportunities for stu-
dents in business operations 
and sport management. 

Nichols College President Glenn M. Sulmasy, joined by First Lady Marla Sulmasy and col-
lege officials, cuts the ribbon to the new student bar at the Dudley Hill Golf Club.

Nichols College reopens student bar 
after more than a 20-year hiatus

ValeValentinentine

SpeSpecialscials

Open during Lent Fridays at 
Noon for dine-in or take-out

Tuesday-Thursday, 
March 15-17

Serving CORNED BEEF DINNER for St. Patrick’s Day! 

Monte BiancoMonte Bianco
r e s ta u r a n t
Fine Italian & International CuisineFine Italian & International Cuisine

140 Main Street • Webster, MA
508-461-5016 or 508-461-5017

www.montebiancorestaurant.online

~ Lenten specials ~
Lobster Fra Diavlo • Crab Cakes

Shrimp and Scallop Alfredo
Baked, Sauteed, Fried dinners 

(pick clams, scallops, shrimp, calamari)
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Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-Noon
 Evenings by Appointment 

DUMAS
Decorating Center

                 CARPET • WOOD • VINYL • WALLPAPER • PAINT

REUPHOLSTER IT!
Call Dave 

Today!

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT

860-923-9619

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!

NO SUBSTITUTIONS. 
PLEASE ORDER IN ADVANCE

We Accept Cash, EBT
Visit our website: 

www.edstearnsdressedmeats.com

A - $50.00A - $50.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 2 lb. Boneless Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or
 2 lb. Stew Beef
1 lb.  Hot Dogs or 1 lb. Bacon
1½ lb. New York Sirloin Steak
 or 2 lbs. Ham Steaks   
2 Whole or Cut up Chickens (avg. 
 weight 3 lbs. each or 
 3 lbs. Pork Chop

B - $50.00B - $50.00
3 lbs. Boneles chicken Breast or
 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 Chicken Breast
2 lbs. Hamburg or 
 3 lbs. Ground Turkey
3 lbs. Pork Chops or 
 2 lbs. Ham Steaks
1 Whole or Cut-up Chicken (3 lbs)
 or 1 Pkg. Sausage of your choice
1 lb.  Bacon or 1 lb. Stew Beef

FIRST PLACE
Ed Stearns

Dressed Meats Inc.
BEST 

BUTCHER SHOP
TELEGRAM&GAZETTE

$100.00$100.00
5 lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast or
 3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast
4 lbs. Chicken leg quarters or 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Boneless Pot Roast or 
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steak
1½ lbs. Sirloin Tips or 3 lbs. Pork Chops  
3 lbs. Hamburg or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.)  
 Marinated Sirloin Tips of your choice
2 Whole or cut-up Chickens (6 lbs. 
 total) or 1 pkg. (1½ lbs.) cooked 
 chicken wings of your choice
1 lb.  Sausage of your choice or 
 1 lb. Hot Dogs
1 Roasting Chicken (6-8 lbs.) or
 2 lbs. Stew Beef

$75.00$75.00
5 lbs. Chicken Leg Quarters or
 1 lb. Bacon
3 lbs. Hamburg or 3 lbs. Stew Beef
2 lbs. London Broil Steaks or
 2 lbs. New York Sirloin Steaks
3 lbs. Beef Pot Roast or 
 3 lbs. Boneless Pork Roast
3 lbs. Boneless chicken breast or   
  1pkg. ( 1½ lbs.) Marinated 
 chicken breast of your choice
1 lb. Whole Chicken (3 lbs. average)  
 or 1 lb. Sausage of your choice

WINTER SPECIALS 2022

27 Worcester Road, (Rte. 20)  Charlton, MA

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
EBT 
is back!

ED STEARNS DRESSED MEATS
508-248-7866

Store Hours
Open            Close

  Butcher Store
Tues.  9AM 4PM 5PM
Wed. 9AM 4PM 5PM
Thur. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Fri. 9AM 5PM 6PM
Sat. 9AM 3PM 4PM Do you have artifacts 

of Auburn?
It’s spring-cleaning time and items that haven’t been 
seen for a while may come into view, or perhaps it’s 
time to rotate items and give your home a different look 
and feel for the new season. Or maybe you are trying to 
downsize. The Auburn Historical Society and Museum 
can be a good steward for items that pertain to Auburn’s 
past. Old pictures, tools, books about Auburn, diaries, 
ledgers etc., could be of interest to others in exhibits 
at the museum, especially if there’s a story that goes 
with it. Photos and documents can be scanned into our 
digital archives and returned. Come visit the museum 
on Tuesday or Saturday mornings, 9:30 – 12:30 and see if 
there’s a place for your items at the museum. 

By Janet Stoica
It didn’t take long before 
Webster’s Library Director 
Sondra Murphy showed her 
mettle and enthusiasm for 
her new position. In the year 
that Ms. Murphy has been 
the director, she has brought 
many new programs and 
activities to the town’s state-
of-the-art facility. She has 

also brought forth a new ad-
dition to her family with the 
birth of her first child. Her 
joy when speaking about 
her new baby is delightful 
to hear.
 “Our staff at the library 
is amazing,” said Ms. Mur-
phy, “they keep our pro-
grams and services run-

ning smoothly for all of our 
patrons and they are to be 
commended. Our Board 
of Trustees also has an im-
portant role in the progress 
and administration of our 
library.”
 Recently, the trustees re-
viewed one of the library’s 
previous programs entitled 

One Book One Commu-
nity. The program invites 
book authors to the library 
to speak with its patrons. 
Rena Klebart of the Board 
of Trustees has been spear-
heading the library’s efforts 
with a devoted and dedicat-
ed group of volunteers, ac-
cording to Director Murphy. 
After much consideration 
and through the generosity 
of the Janet Malser Founda-
tion, the Webster Cultural 
Council, and the Friends of 
the Library, the decision 
was made to invite author 
Christina Baker Kline to dis-
cuss her book Orphan Train. 
Mark your calendar for 
Thursday, May 19. The pro-
gram is free and open to the 
general public. The author is 
sure to bring her enthusiasm 
and charm to the evening’s 
book discussion.
 LibraryThing.com’s novel 
commentary regarding Or-
phan Train states: “It’s inter-
esting to learn that between 
1854 and 1929 there were 
250,000 orphans whose par-
ents either could no longer 
take care of them or had 
died tragically, orphans who 
rode the train from New 
York to the Midwest to find 
families that either needed 
help on the farm, a mother’s 
helper, or sometimes a good 
home with a caring couple. 
Ms. Kline takes this kernel 
of information and nicely 
puts it into context with the 
story of one young girl, Viv-
ian, and her experiences of 
a lifetime. Kline juxtaposes 
Vivian’s life with that of a 
current girl in foster care 
named Molly. When Molly 
needs to do community ser-
vice to work off a theft, she 
is assigned the task of help-
ing an elderly women clean 
out the contents of her attic, 
of her life. So begins the re-

telling of Vivian’s story 
and so begins the bond 
that forms between the 
two. It’s a well-crafted 
narrative and a satisfy-
ing read.” The author’s 
visit to the Kelly Library 
should be entertaining 
and informative and all 
are invited to the free 
program. “This is a part 
of our country’s history 
that not too many peo-
ple know about,” said 
Ms. Murphy.
 In addition to the re-
launch of the One Book One 
Community series, Direc-
tor Murphy has instituted 
weekly Monday – Thursday 
educational programs as fol-
lows: Maker Monday at 3:30 
p.m. with Magic Scratch Art; 
Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. is Build 
Night with marble courses; 
Wednesday is Storytime at 
10 a.m.; and soon to be an-
nounced for Thursdays is 
a STEM (STEAM) program. 
Also beginning soon will 
be a monthly family event 
to be held on Saturdays. 
Recently a February family 
event “Working with Danger-
ous Animals” was held with 
an enthusiastic and large 
family audience. On Satur-
day, March 26, the Chickens 
Around the World program 
will be coming to the library. 
A meet and greet with six dif-
ferent chicken breeds. Come 
and chick it out…..um, check 
it out, if you know what they 
mean! The Second Annual 
Lobby Chick Hatching will 
be held soon too. For 21 
days eggs will be kept warm 
and cozy in the lobby incu-
bators until they hatch. Af-
ter staying at the library for 
a week after hatching, the 

baby chicks will go back to 
their farm to enjoy their new 
life. There were six hatches 
last year and Ms. Murphy 
will be live-streaming their 
worldly welcomes again this 
year on Facebook.
 Yoga is still going strong 
through the end of March 
and has been so popular 
that a new program will 
commence in May. The pub-
lic is always welcome to this 
no-charge offering. There 
are usually about 20 indi-
viduals in attendance. Pa-
trons are encouraged to join 
the Gladys Kelly Library’s 
mailing list by phoning the 
library, visiting their website 
at www.gladyskellylibrary.
org or checking out Face-
book and Instagram. Come 
and visit your local library! 
You really don’t know what 
you’re missing!  Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library, 2 Lake 
Street, Webster. Phone: (508) 
949-3880. Hours: Mon/Tues/
Thurs 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.; Wed 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Fri 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m.; and Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m.
---------------------------------------------------
Contact Janet:  jstoica@
TheYankeeXpress.com

Webster’s Gladys E. Kelly Library presents Orphan Train author on May 19
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Promoting businesses every month.
 Let us help your business grow.  

Contact: ads@theyankeexpress.com

HEARING AIDS
We help you bring your hearing back to life

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
                        Hearing Instruments Specialists
Call today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation

and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 • PUTNAM, CT

www.amplisound.com

Let us check your Medicare supplement 
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider 

for most major insurance companies.

It’s almost time to cleanup 
and green up The Last Green 
Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. The Last Green 
Valley, Inc. (TLGV) has com-
mitted cleanup and green up 
funds for 2022 to help orga-
nizations and municipalities 
organize events. 
 The program is funded, 
in part, thanks to the sup-
port of bankHometown. 
bankHometown has been 
a supporter of TLGV since 
2008 and has sponsored the 
cleanup program since 2019. 
 In the last 10 years, 11,498 
volunteers have collected 
504,003 pounds of trash from 
parks, rivers and roadways 
throughout The Last Green 
Valley National Heritage Cor-

TLGV 2022 cleanup 
and greenup funds

ridor thanks to the program. 
TLGV is expanding the pro-
gram this year to include ef-
forts to plant pollinator gar-
dens or eradicate invasive 
species harming the region’s 
ecosystem. Organizations 
and municipalities working 
in The Last Green Valley 
National Heritage Corridor 
can request up to $500 in 
funding. Those with projects 
outside the corridor, but still 
in the Thames River water-
shed, can request up to $250 
in funding. 
 Funding recipients will be 
reimbursed for expenses 
such as publicity, cleanup 
supplies such as trash bags, 
work gloves, small garden-
ing tools, native seeds and 

plantings, and food for your 
volunteers. TLGV will also 
help publicize the event and 
recruit more volunteers.  
Application details can be 
found at TheLastGreenVal-
ley.org under “Grant Op-
portunities” in the “Learn & 
Protect” menu. 
 The Last Green Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor is 
the last stretch of dark night 
sky in the coastal sprawl 
between Boston and Wash-
ington, D.C.  The Last Green 
Valley, Inc. works for you in 
the National Heritage Cor-
ridor. Together we can care 
for it, enjoy it and pass it on.

Auburn Historical 
Society’s Spaghetti Dinner 

If you have ever wondered 
about the river that winds 
through our communities, 
there is now a book that re-
counts efforts to revitalize 
that natural source of power 
and beauty. 
 The French River Connec-
tion, Inc. has recently pub-
lished a book detailing the 
origin and accomplishments 
of the local organization to 
revitalize the French River. 
The book can be read online 
at www.frenchriverconnec-
tion.org.  It is also available 
at the Dudley, Webster and 
Oxford libraries, and can 

be ordered at Amazon.  The 
author of the book is Ken 
Parker, with Edward Bazinet.

The French River book
The Auburn Historical So-
ciety is holding its Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
on Saturday, April 9, at the 
Pakachoag Church, 203 Paka-
choag St. in Auburn. It will 
be a take-out meal only with 
pick-up times from 4:30 – 6:00 
p.m. There will also be 50:50 
and basket drawings. 
 Advance tickets for the 
supper are required and may 
be purchased for $15 each 
at the Auburn Historical So-
ciety Museum at 41 South 
Street on Tuesdays or Satur-
days between 9:30 – 12:30 or 
by calling the museum at 508-
832-6856.
 Donations of baskets or 
gift cards for the drawings 
are welcome. Baskets will 
be displayed, and drawing 

tickets can be purchased, at 
the museum the morning of 
Saturday April 9th. They will 
also be available at the Paka-
choag Church during meal 
pick-up times. Please let the 
Auburn Historical Society 
know if you are interested in 
donating to the drawings. 

‘God is Love’ 
contest won 
by All Saints 
Academy 8th 
grade student
The beautiful artwork by our 
8th grade student, Maria Cin-
tron-Perez, won the ‘God is 
Love’ contest sponsored by 
the C21 Center at Boston Col-
lege and the Roche Center 
for Catholic Education. Out 
of hundreds of submissions, 
Maria’s artwork stood out to 
the judges and is being made 
into Valentine’s Day cards 
and sent to COVID-19 health-
care workers. Pictured with 
Maria is Mrs. Beth Crowley, 
ASA art teacher.

THETHE

ULTIMATEULTIMATE WORLD WAR II FIGHTERWORLD WAR II FIGHTER

EXPERIENCEEXPERIENCE
S W E E P S T A K E SS W E E P S T A K E S

TR.9 Spitfire

TP-40N Warhawk

P-51D Mustang

Scan QR Code 
To Enter Now!

The American Heritage Museum is offering the ultimate 
WWII Fighter Experience at the Biggin Hill Heritage 

Hangar near London, England. The sweepstakes 
winner will fly in the very rare two seat P-51D 

Mustang, TR.9 Spitfire and TP-40N Warhawk 
fighters. This is the only sweepstakes 

opportunity like this in the world! 
Winner will also receive a  

$2,000 travel allowance. 

Add promo code YANKEE for 20% more!
Enter by July 29th, 2022

Or visit: https://ahmus.me/WWII-fighter-sweeps

HUDSON, MA

The Black Tavern Historical Society of Dudley will be pre-
senting a special “Video Tour of the Black Tavern” at the 
Tavern, 138 Center Road, on Thursday, March 17, at 7 p.m.  
Funded by a grant from the Janet Malser Humanities Trust, 
this professionally filmed video features Tavern members 
explaining the history of the Tavern and shows the interior 
rooms and displays. Sandy Peterson directed the production 
and will present the first public viewing that evening. The 
program is free and open to all.

Tour of the Black Tavern

Carpet Remnants
Pet Proof Carpeting in stock
Bound Area Rugs in stock

Rte. 12 & Clara Barton Rd., North Oxford • 1-508-987-8521
www.northoxfordmills.com • Open Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 9-5; Wed. 9-8

100s OF ROLLS 100s OF ROLLS 
OF STAIN RESISTANT OF STAIN RESISTANT 

CARPETCARPET
Celebrating 

50 Years!
Dean’s List 
COLCHESTER, VT - Berna-
dette Lesieur of Oxford was 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Saint Michael’s College for 
the Fall 2021 semester. Ber-
nadette is a first year physics 
major and a graduate of Home 
School Clearing House.
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Hannah Harwood 
Fund scholarship 
applications available
OXFORD - The Oxford Board of Selectmen announced 
the availability of Hannah Harwood Fund Scholarship 
applications. The Hannah Harwood Fund Scholarship 
has provided aid to Oxford students pursuing degrees 
in medicine and allied health fields for many years. The 
Fund was established through the 1902 will of Charles 
Harwood in memory of his late mother, Hannah.
 Oxford residents may come to Board of Selectmen 
Office, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Fridays 
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.to receive application materials. 
The Town Hall is located at 325 Main Street. Applica-
tion materials will also be available on the Town’s web-
site at https://www.oxfordma.us/board-selectmen. 
Completed applications are due to the Selectmen’s Of-
fice April 1, by 12:30 p.m.
 The Board of Selectmen will select the recipient of 
the scholarship. To qualify for the scholarship, the stu-
dent must be a resident of Oxford and entering their 
undergraduate freshman year, enrolled in the field of 
medicine or allied health. Economic need and grade 
point average or class rank will be considered in the 
decision.

DUDLEY -  The Dudley Senior Center, W. Main St., has listed 
the March schedule.
 The Tri Valley Dudley Lunch Club meal is served at 11:45 
a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. $3.00 donation. 
Please call 508-949-8010 to reserve your meal (reservations 
must be made at least two days in advance).
 Tuesdays at 1 p.m. Pitch League.
 Wednesdays after lunch approximately 12:30 p.m., Cre-
ative Crafters. Please call to sign up. 
 Thursdays at 1 p.m .Dudley Senior Women’s Knitting 
group. 
 Friday is Game Day after lunch 12:30 p.m., also, a time to 
finish up crafts from Wednesday’s workshop.
  We are super thrilled to offer these Plant/Flower Work-
shops for the upcoming weeks/months.
Tina Bemis workshop dates: all are Monday dates
March 14, 10 a.m.  “Succie Pot” $25.00
April 4, 10 a.m. “Spring Basket” $25.00
April 25, 10 a.m. “Spring Color Bowl” $25.00
May 16, 10 a.m. “Culinary Herb Garden” $25.00
June 6, 10 a.m., “Summer Porch Pot”$25.00
July 11, 10 a.m. “Topiary Turtle” $25.00
 Please contact COA Margaret one week before program to 
register.
  March 17, 3-5 pm. Common Ground Memory Café with 
Dana Lewis, superb guitar music and vocals. Free program. 
Especially meant for our friends affected by/with cognitive 
difficulties, such as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Dementias, 
Frontal Lobe Dementia, Lewy Bodies, Vascular, Stroke etc. 
Consider this a monthly special date together with family, 
caregivers, and friends. We’d also like to invite anyone af-
fected by loneliness and isolation, who still maybe having a 
hard time since the pandemic tocome and join us too. We’re 
promising a fun social activity, with live music, a light meal, 
crafts, and being with friends who care. Come as you are, be 
who you are in this relaxed, no-judgement, socially inclusive, 
positive and welcoming environment. This program is sup-
ported by donations from the community. A huge thank you 
to all our friends for supporting this great program.
  March 20 is the first day of Spring. Things are looking up 
friends.

Dudley Conservation Land 
Trust March open meeting
On Tuesday, March 15, at 6 p.m. in the Dudley Fire Station, 
West Main Street conference room, the DCLT will hold an 
open meeting  for all members and any others interested 
in learning more about our organization and its mission.  
Please join them to see what the Dudley Conservation Land 
Trust is all about.

Dudley Senior Center news

Promoting businesses every month. 
Let us help your business grow.  

Contact: ads@theyankeexpress.com

EL PATRON
CORONA
Continued from page 1
  Breaking away from his 
work in the kitchen, Os-
car Araiza, an owner of El 
Patron Corona with Jose 

Ernie and Rebecca Hart of Upton and Ernie’s brother Peter 
and his wife Deborah enjoy lunch at El Patron Corona in 
Oxford the afternoon of March 2.The bar at El Patron Corona in Oxford.

Bracamontes (Mr. Araiza is 
also a manager), said, when 
asked “why Oxford?” as the 
newest location for the com-
pany, “we like this town. I 
was in Northborough for 
two years before coming 

here. Our restaurants are 
doing well.”
  With such established res-
taurants as Oxfords Casual 
Dining, the Whistle Stop and 
J Anthony’s (on the Oxford-
Auburn town line), pizza 

shops, and Chinese eateries, 
El Patron Corona seems like 
the next good fit in Oxford as 
alternative fare.
--------------------------------------------
Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.
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Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare

In-Home Services Available

30 years 
in business
Denise and 
Bill Jones

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

www.tlcpethaven.com

Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

Living ON with Lincoln

82 Dresser Hill Rd., 
Charlton, MA 

508-248-0056

Owner/Groomer 
Meaghan Lanagan

WALK-IN NAIL SERVICE
www.missysdoggydayspa.com

A Senior Lincoln guards his blue ball.

By Amy LeClaire
New England winters are 
far too long. By late Febru-
ary we’re craving sunshine, 
inspiration and sandals. We 
need something to look for-
ward to, something more 
fun—something that smells 
like a puppy.  
 I couldn’t be happier with 
news that fell on my lap last 
Thursday night (on Febru-
ary 24). We were number 
11 on Cloverdale’s list for a 
2022 puppy, a confirmation 
made last June with Lin-
coln’s nod of approval. The 
dogs were part of his ances-
try. So, when Cloverdale’s 
beautiful Molly gave birth 
to a litter of eight puppies 
during a January 31 blizzard 
(requiring immediate atten-
tion from owner Jane Zim-
merman, who prepared for 
the safety and care of her 
dame’s scheduled caesar-

ean section), puppy parents 
sighed in relief. Meanwhile, 
my husband and I counted 
our blessings. We would re-
ceive a puppy from the next 
litter, having moved up to 
spot #3; and though no birth-
ing timelines are ever exact, 
we estimated a late spring lit-
ter. 
 In the meantime, we would 
enjoy a clean home, perhaps 
a few spontaneous vaca-
tions, and a few more lazy 
mornings. Everything was 
falling into place. Yet some-
thing was amiss. Our Empty 
Nested home was beginning 
to feel like a blank piece 
of paper with a checklist. 
Floors, done. Grocery shop-
ping, done. Work projects, 
done. Tasks were stitched 
together in one suspicious 
line. As a creative (dogless) 
person, I felt a bit frayed 
at the seams. I missed the 
mayhem and mess of a dog. 
I missed coloring outside of 
the lines. Nothing is more 
motivational to a story dead-
line than the heated stare of 
a ninety-pound Golden, a 
ball wedged at the side of his 
mouth, muddy paws. “Can 

you wait a few minutes, Lin-
coln?” His head tilted to the 
word wait. Then he’d lay to 
rest, head over paws, and 
that expression alone (what 
about Lincoln?) forced me to 
be more productive. There’s 
time for work. There’s time 
for play. 
 Amid both, have you ever 
noticed how dogs lighten our 
loads, and make what’s, per-
haps, too-perfect, a bit more 
precarious? Take the dog in-
volved in a serious training 
session; but he’s more inter-
ested in the scent of ketchup 
on the expert’s sleeve. Or 
(in Lincoln’s case) the one 
who finds the small, obscure 
spot of exposed leather in 
the backseat of a new car 
that’s been covered with a 
mat. A dog lives with inno-
cence and irony and, in the 
process, they pull us away 
from the noise of life. “Look 
at that person going for a 
walk!” His big blonde head 
would bloom to the sight of 
a new person, head out win-
dow. “We’ll go for a walk lat-
er, Lincoln.” He’d freeze to 
my words, connecting fully 
with my promise. “Sounds 
good.” Then he’d move 
back to the window, a new 
moment upon him. 

 “Would you like a puppy 
from this litter, Amy?” The 
text message fell over me 
like confetti. I grabbed my 
phone, paced, and checked 
for punctuation, for mean-
ing. “Is this really happen-
ing?” A peppery heart beat 
and follow-up phone call 
led to a blessed truth. Can-
cellations happen. We had 
moved up on the list and 
were able to take home a 
puppy from the litter of Mol-
ly and Mister Big, a Martha’s 
Vineyard stud. I used a fool-
ishly large Sharpie (the first 
writing utensil available) to 
etch down doodles of puppy 
notes on a calendar, then 
hung up. “We’re getting a 
puppy!! And it’s happening 
in one month!” I spat the 
news to my husband, then 
allowed it to sail off with me 
to Impact Fitness, where I 
was scheduled to teach a 
6:30 Zumba class. I parked 
and collected my thoughts. I 
agreed to get back to Jane in 
one day with a firm decision. 
There was no pressure. That 
puppy would be scooped up 
in seconds should I decline. 
But my heart knew. I found 
myself typing. “We’d love 
to take home a puppy from 
your current litter and, ad-

A March Puppy

Lincoln reminds me - everything will be okay.

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility.

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming
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Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

Reliable partner assisting families
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management, Recreation, 
Nutriton and Transportation Services

HOMEY, FUN, SECURE, SAFE, CLEAN

FOLLOW CDC/MA COVID19 GUIDANCE

ULTRAVIOLET AIR CLEANING SYSTEM

ditionally, keep our spot for 
the fall litter!” Who needs an 
entire day to think? Fate had 
just lined up two puppies 
in the time frame we had 
hoped for—six months apart 
in age. The next litter was go-
ing to be available in the fall 
(at the earliest).
 “I can feel your puppy. I 
can even smell him.” Mar-
garet, one of my Zumba 
members, sensed my good 
news as I breezed into class. 
I couldn’t hold back my love 
for my March puppy. He 
was already with me. 
 Luke was about to be 
blessed with love.
 “Thank you for including 
me in his name, Mom.” The 
pup’s name had emerged 
easily. A biblical name 
meaning Healer, it came 
with hope in the wake of 
global illness, political un-

rest, and mental instability. 
It came with good news and 
presence. Dogs do this for 
us. They remind us that we 
will all be okay. Along with 
that, it came with connec-
tion to Lincoln. “Both your 
names begin with the letter L 
and have the hard C sound, 
Lincoln.”
 “But mine has two syl-
lables. Luke only has one.”
 “No one will ever compare 
to you Lincoln.”
 I see him smiling up at 
me, a touch of humor in his 
eyes. “I guess he can have 
my light blue ball.” 
 Stay tuned for more puppy 
news as, together, we cel-
ebrate more dog adventures 
in Living with Luke. 
---------------------------------------------------
Write to me – amyleclaire@
hotmail.com 
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QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

• FREE ESTIMATES
• GENERAL CARPENTRY
• DRY WALL REPAIR
• RENOVATIONS

• ITEMS ASSEMBLED
• INTERIOR PAINTING
• ETCETERA....

MA# 155844   INSURED
CALL (508) 904-9728  DUDLEY, MA

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS 
IN & OUT

NO JOB IS TOO SMALLNO JOB IS TOO SMALL

Fred D. Giovaninni
HANDYMAN SERVICE

Gladys E. Kelly Public Library calendar

Programs and events at the Pearle
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The Gladys E. Kelly Public Library, 2 Lake St., Webster, 508-949-
3880, has listed the following calendar of events.  All programs 
are scheduled to be held outside on the Library lawn (unless 
otherwise noted), weather permitting.
Adult Programming
Book Discussion Group – March 21-  The Gladys E. Kelly Pub-
lic Library Adult Book Discussion Group meets at 6:30 p.m.  New 
members are always welcome! Next month’s book discussion 
will be on Monday, March 21st at 6:30PM the meeting will take 
place via Zoom, and will be about the book Nobody Will Tell 
You This But Me by Bess Kalb. Stop by the library, or reach out 
by phone to 508-949-3880, or by email to ehale@cwmars.org for 
inquiries.
Friends March Book Special – Month of March
MARCH is for MYSTERIES. Check out these featured authors: 
Patricia Cornwell, Andrew Greeley, Lawrence Sanders, John 
Sandford. As always, featured authors $3.00 for a bag of books! 
HAPPY Sleuthing!
Musical March – Matt Yorke performs songs by The Highway-
men – March 17 at 6:30 p.m. Longtime New England singer/song-
writer Matt York will perform the songs of Johnny Cash, Willie 
Nelson, Kris Kristofferson and Waylon Jennings and tell stories 
of their careers. The four songwriting legends joined forces in 
the 1980s to form the country supergroup The Highwaymen. 
However, prior to that, they’d each established themselves as 
stars and their careers intersected many times since the 1960s. 
York has twice been nominated as Best Male Artist by the New 
England Music Awards and his latest release was named one of 
the Boston Globe’s best albums of 2019. This program is support-
ed in part by a grant from the Webster Local Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency.

Musical March – The Softer Side of Celtic – March 24 at 6:30 
p.m. The Softer Side of Celtic combines the music, stories, and 
history of Scotland, England, and Ireland in a way that will keep 
your audience on the edge of their seats. There will be singing, 
laughing, clapping, and perhaps a wee bit of foot stomping. The 
concerts are interactive; questions and input from the audience 
are encouraged and become a part of the event.
Yoga with Julie – Saturdays through March 26, 10-11:15 a.m. 
Join Julie at the Gladys E. Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class 
for all levels. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga translates to the “uniting 
of movement with breath”. A typical class involves a centering 
of the mind with the breath, aromatherapy, movement of the 
body to release energetic blockages and, finally, a rest and relax-
ation. Classes are free for Gladys Kelly Library patrons.
Children’s and young adult programming
Maker Mondays – Mondays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. This March 
we’ll have air dry clay available for children and their caregivers 
to create with! Every month we will rotate our craft material, so 
stay tuned!
Chickens Around the World – Saturday, March 26, at 12:00 
p.m. This program features chickens from around the world; 
Speckled Sussex from England, Blue Andalusians from Spain, 
Glossy Black Sumatras, Araucana from South America, Cuckoo 
Maran from France, and others who lay different colors and siz-
es of eggs. Learn the history and unique characteristics of these 
breeds, along with basic animal husbandry skills. Children can 
pet the chickens and depending on the season we bring baby 
chicks along.
Children’s Book Sale – April 19 – 21. 
 The Friends are celebrating April vacation week by hosting a 
Children’s Book Sale! Join us in the lobby from Tuesday, April 
19 through Thursday April 21 to purchase your favorite stories.

Wiggles and giggles for littles - Friday, April 1, 10:15-10:45 a.m.
A special music and movement program for ages 6-23 months 
and their caregivers. Free; registration required.  Sponsored by 
the YMCA Community and Family Partnership.
Yoga with Julie - Saturday, April 2, noon-1:00 p.m. Join Julie 
St. Francis for this beginner-friendly yoga class.  Please dress 
for movement and bring your yoga mat. Free; sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library
Youth Advisory Council  Monday, April 4, 5:00-6:00 p.m. All 
tweens and teens in grades 6-12 are invited to join.  Why join?  
You will gain valuable leadership skills.  You can meet new 
people. You can earn volunteer hours (please bring your form).
Pizza and drinks will be served.
Mass murder: Massachusetts’ most infamous murder cases 
- Thursday, April 7, 6:30-7:45 p.m. Historian Christopher Daley 
presents an entertaining and fascinating look at some of Mas-
sachusetts’ most infamous murder cases, both solved and un-
solved. Audiences that like mystery, suspense and a little blood 
and gore will love this lecture! It is fully illustrated with photo-
graphs and artwork culled from archival, microfilm and literary 
sources, and many of the murder sites and historical locations 
have been photographed in order to give the audience a sense 
of the modern day context of the crimes.  Free; sponsored by 
the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Annual Easter egg hunt - Saturday, April 9 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
The Pearle’s annual Easter Egg hunt returns!  Children are in-
vited to hunt for eggs in the Children’s Room and have their 
picture taken with the Easter Bunny during this free event.
Henna art for all ages - Tuesday, April 19, 2:00-3:00 p.m. Visit 
the library for free henna art on your hand.   Free; sponsored by 
the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
Animal camouflage - Wednesday, April 20, 10:00 -11:00 a.m. 
Children ages 5 and up are invited to come learn about animals 
which are able to vanish in plain sight! Discover ways in which 
animals are able to blend like magic into their environment.  
Learn about how both predators and prey disguise themselves 
to increase their chances of survival.   Then become a nature 
detective and see if you can spot the hidden animal, in various 
nature scenes... it’s not as easy as you think!  Includes a fun 
camouflage project to take home. Free; Sponsored by the Hugh 
W and Harriet K Crawford Foundation
Author Jerry Palotta - Thursday, April 21, 1:00-2:00 p.m. Jerry 
Pallotta is the author of the Who Would Win book series and 
tons of other children’s books!  Hear him speak about his books 
and then you will have the opportunity to purchase his books 
and get them autographed. Free; Sponsored by the Hugh W and 
Harriet K Crawford Foundation.
Deb’s sing and swing - Friday, April 22, 10:30-11:00 a.m. Pre-
school Music and Movement with Deb Hudgins.   This is a 30 
minute interactive program featuring singing, guitar music, 
dancing, rhythm instruments, stories and variety of fun props, 
including a parachute, beanbags, scarves, and pom poms.  Free; 
sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford Endowment.
World War Women - Thursday, April 28, 6:00-7:45 p.m. Judith 
Kalaora of History at Play embodies the spirit of women who 
risked their lives to defeat Fascism in WWII in this immersive re-
living of the triumphs of our greatest heroines.  From organizing 
the resistance to blowing up railroad tracks, descrambling Ger-
man Enigma messages, and flying dangerous missions, these 
stories may be the most influential and often forgotten victories 
of the War. Free; children under 12 must be accompanied by 
an adult.  Sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford 
Endowment.
 

DUDLEY - Join the Pearle L. Crawford Library, 40 Schofield Ave., 
Dudley  for one of the virtual programs at the Pearle. To register 
go to www.crawfordlibrary.org or call 508-949-8021.
Knit and crochet group - Thursday 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. and Friday 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. All stitchers are welcome for this informal 
group
 Dungeons and dragons group - Mondays 5:00 p.m. Have you 
ever wanted to learn to play D&D or are you a player looking to 
join a group? We have an experienced DM starting a group on 
Monday Nights.  This is an online program  Free; registration 
required for ages 12 and up.
Pre-K power storytime - Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. Join Miss Lida for 
Pre-School Story Time!  We will be exploring a new letter each 
week starting with A and ending in the spring with Z.  
Pokemon Club - Tuesdays 3:30 p.m. Calling all Pokemon fans. 
Children ages 7 to 14 are invited to join our club.  This meet-
ing will be a great opportunity to meet other players and share 
ideas. Please make sure you bring your trading cards and any-
thing else you would like to share and discuss.
Toddler time - Wednesdays 11:00 a.m. Come join us for Toddler 
Time!  We will have a different theme each week with stories and 
songs. This is geared for ages 18 months to 3.
Lego challenge club - Wednesdays 3:30 p.m. Come join us each 
week for a different Lego challenge, from writing your name in 
Legos to making a Lego zipline.  Ages 5+
Wiggles and giggles -  Fridays 11:00 a.m. Ages 2-5 are invited 
to attend this fun, free program!  Sing, move, play instruments, 

learn rhythm, and listen to stories with Lainey Hanlon. Space 
is limited; registration required each week.  Sponsored by the 
YMCA Community and Family Partnership.
 Adult book group - Third Thursday, 6:00 -7:30 p.m. The adult 
book group meets for an informal discussion of the month’s title, 
which is available at the circulation desk a month prior to the 
meeting.  The February title will be The Hare With Amber Eyes. 
For more information contact Kathryn Ward at 508-949-0819
Iditarod dogs with Karen Land -  Thursday, March 10, 6:00-7:30 
p.m. This program is perfect for “kids” of all ages – from pre-K 
to retired adults. Karen Land will bring her actual Iditarod dog 
sled, gear, and arctic clothing for this presentation about the fa-
mous sled dog race – and Noggin, her Alaskan husky, and Chloe, 
her corgi-spring mix, are the stars of the show. 
 Free.  Sponsored by the Hugh W and Harriet K Crawford En-
dowment.
 Teen craft: bracelet making - Monday, March 14 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Teens are invited to bring their creativity and drop in to make a 
bracelet using a variety of materials at this free program.
 Sing and swing - Thursday, March 17, 10:30-11:00 a.m. Join us 
for this interactive program featuring singing, music, dancing, 
stories, and a variety of fun props ranging from a parachute to 
pom poms.   Free; sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
Cozy book night - Monday, March 28, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Kids up 
to age 10 are invited to join us for an evening of crafts, stories, 
and hot cocoa.  Pajamas are encouraged and bring your favorite 
stuffed animal to this free program.

The Auburn Historical Society & Museum will be host-
ing the First Annual Parking Lot Craft Fair on Saturday, 
August 27, at 41 South St., Auburn.  It will be held 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or shine. Vendors can reserve a 
10 x 15-foot space for $15. Vendors will be responsible 
for bringing their own table(s). Food selling will be re-
stricted.  For more information or to reserve a space, 
contact Helen at the Auburn Historical Society & Mu-
seum at 508-832-6856, by email at auburnmuseum@
verizon.net, or come to the museum on Tuesday or 
Saturday 9:30-12-30. Put your reservations in early.

Parking lot craft fair
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Tales from beyond

By Thomas D’Agostino
The Isles of Shoals runs 
rampant with tales of ship-
wrecks, pirates, murder and 
ghosts. One of the island’s 
most famous ghosts is that of 
Phillip Babb.
 Babb lived on Appledore 
Island where he was consta-
ble, butcher, and innkeeper. 
Legends say he was a retired 
pirate who chose the largest 
of the shoals for his home 
but there is no real proof of 
such tales. 
 Appledore is one half 
mile wide and long. In the 
early 17th century, Maine 
imposed a tax on the island 
and the autonomous island-
ers rebelled by dismantling 
their homes and rowing 
them to Star Island. After 
that the island became its 
own sovereign body. 
   Phillip Babb was born in 
England around 1634. He 
married and had children 
with his wife, Mary. Some 
claim he was Don Pedro of 
“Ocean Born Mary” fame 
but neither he nor his son’s 
mortality dates coincide 
with that legend. If he was a 
privateer, it was well before 
Mary Fulton was born. None 
the less, he left a legacy of 
free booting and phantom 
sightings that the Isles of 
Shoals shall forever endure.
 Babb’s manners were 

rudely fashioned and kin-
dled much disgust in his fel-
low islanders. He was said 
to be a wicked, loathsome 
man, always wearing a heavy 
butcher’s frock with a great 
knife sheathed on a thick 
belt. He lived on the south 
side of the island in a cottage 
near the cove that now bears 
his name. It is documented 
that for some reason or an-
other he and a fellow islander 
dug a massive hole near that 
cove. It was rumored that he 
may have come across some 
lost buried loot and either 
dug it up or was burying it 
for safe keeping. 
   Phillip Babb died on March 
3, 1671 and was buried in the 
family plot on Appledore, but 
he has not rested. He still 
roams the cove watching 
over his long gone posses-
sions. One night an islander 

was emerging from his work-
shop when he spied a wild 
form running towards him. At 
first he thought it to be an un-
savory jest by one of his close 
friends. As the figure drew 
within arms reach, the man 
saw the face of a corpse with 
hideous sunken eyes. The 
angry wraith then heaved the 
giant knife from his belt and 
brandished it in the fright-
ened man’s face. The terrified 
Shoaler fled to the safety of 
his home, barely touching the 
ground along the way.
   Another dweller of the is-
land saw a figure meander-
ing about in the moonlight 
at Babb’s Cove. He could not 
make out the form as any-
one he knew on the island. 
The dark shade began to 
approach the apprehensive 
islander. The man thought 
it odd that he heard no foot-

steps on the gravel path as the 
silhouette approached. He 
then recognized the figure as 
that of Phillip Babb. He could 
see the black eye sockets and 
glowing butcher’s frock re-
flecting in the gibbous moon. 
He shouted at the ghost who 
then made its way down the 
path before vanishing into the 
darkness in front of the petri-
fied islander.
   There are many more ac-
counts of the alleged pirate-
turned-butcher phantom 
roaming the island in the 
dead of night. Many have en-
countered the heinous spirit 

The ghost of Phillip Babb

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

who wields a ghostly 
knife in their faces. 
Apparently he was so 
wicked and despicable 
in life, he cannot seem 
to let his attributes rest 
in death. The great 
storm of 1851 filled the 
remains of the hole 
where Babb and his 
companion dug for 
lost treasure. A Coast Guard 
house now sits where the 
hole once was. Whether or 
not there was treasure found 
or buried, no one knows 
for sure except the restless 
ghost of Phillip Babb.

Thomas D’Agostino and his 
wife Arlene Nicholson are 
seasoned paranormal investi-
gators, authors, and co-orga-
nizers of Paranormal United 
Research Society. You can find 
out more about them by visit-
ing www.tomdagostino.com.

Specializing in
Seasonal Lawn & Shrub Maintenance

Bark Mulching • Lawns Thatched
Shrubs, Trees & Flowers Planted

Sodding & Seeding
Fall Clean-up • Snow Plowing

stevensandsonlawnmaintenance.com

Stevens & Son
Lawn Pro

508-832-7063  • 508-721-7772 
Auburn

Commercial - Residential

INCOME TAXES
Personal & Business

WILLIAM N. KRING
Certified Public Accountant / Admitted to U.S. Tax Court

103 W. Main Street, Dudley
508-949-1439

20% DISCOUNT FOR NEW CLIENTS

 

American Legion Post 184
     9 Houghton St., Webster • 508-943-9039

       corner of Houghton & School St. in Webster
  Sunday-Tuesday 12pm-10pm

   Wednesday-Saturday 12pm-12am

St. Patrick’s Day 
FEAST!

Join us for Corned Beef and Cabbage
Thursday, March 17
From 1:00-7:00pm - Also available for Take-Out

 

SERVING FROM 12PM-7PM. TAKE-OUT ALSO AVAILABLE.

FISH & CHIPS Served
Every 
Friday

Upcoming EvEnts...
March 18
7:30 p.m. Trivia
March 20
1 p.m. Meat Raffle

with with 

dj INK
dj INK

Every Saturday
Every Saturday

7 p.m.7 p.m.

Karaoke
Karaoke

April 1 - Post Fundraiser event
8 p.m. The Big and Tall Comedy Tour

HALL RENTALS
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We do NOTNOT  add biofuel 
to our product 

5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Burner Service
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, 
North Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, 

Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30am-2pm

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Bobcat Work

Fully Insured         774-230-9080    Free Estimates
Charlton, MA 

~ Servicing Worcester County ~

• Storm Damage
• Clean Outs
• Trash Removal

Colin’s Property Maintenance

Eddie’s Footwear

Tel-508-949-1556

Chippewa, Carolina, Wolverine, 
Rocky, Corcoran

www.eddiesfootwear.com
Eddie Owner

Hrs.: M-F 11am-5pm; Sat. 9am-4pm. 
Closed Sunday

16 West Main St.
Dudley, MA 01571

Cobbler

Eddie’s does 

Shoe Repair on 

the Premises!

“Service that can’t be beat”
WhERE you go 
ShoPPing foR 

thE bESt 
WoRk bootS

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), Uxbridge, MA
508.278.2628

DUDLEY: Local 4 Life pres-
ents a Moon Walk on Walnut 
Lane Farm, 39 Koebke Road 
in Dudley, on Friday, March 

Moon Walk on Walnut Lane Farm

Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm • Saturday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

SALES & 
SERVICE

Route 131, Thompson, CT 06277
860-923-2155 • 860-923-9100 • 860-923-2626

www.AmericanRentAll.com

•Self Storage
•Climate Controlled Areas
•Honda Generators/Mowers
•Moving Supplies
•Propane

and American Self Storage

Inquire within or call for details.

DWC  getting ready for spring
Recently the Dudley Womans Club held a “Paint Party”  at 
the Dudley Municipal Complex.  The members decorated 
wine glasses with sunflowers to get excited about the upcom-
ing spring season.  As can be a seen in the photo, there were 
many different “interpretations“ of the theme, and judging by 
the smiles, they all had fun creating them.

“Nature by Design,” photography by Debra Horan 
will be on display and for sale through the month of 
March at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 East Main Street, 
Webster. The show can be viewed in the cafe gallery 
during regular business hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10-
5, Wednesday 10-6. Call 508-949-6232 for more infor-
mation or visit bookloversgourmet.com.
  The main inspiration for this show comes from 
closely observing the inherent design, beauty and 
balance of the natural world, including pattern, tex-
ture and tone. Whether in our own backyard or out in 
the wilderness, experiencing nature and open space 
can lead to a deeper sense of respect, well-being, self-
discovery and interconnectedness to every living 
thing.  
  Debra Horan was born and raised in Webster, and 
is a graduate of The Rhode Island School of Design 
with a BFA in Illustration. She pursued a career in 
freelance illustration for several years and worked 
for publications including Worcester Magazine, the 
Worcester Phoenix, the War Resistors League (NY), 
Orange Coast Magazine (CA), Inside Sports, and 
Rhode Island Monthly magazine. From 1994 through 
2004 she was an active member of the women’s art 
group ARTXII, based out of Worcester, who orga-
nized and participated in regional and national gal-
lery, university and museum shows. 
 Since 1995, Debra continues to own and operate of 
Booklovers’ Gourmet, a bookstore, cafe and art gal-
lery, in Webster. This career enables her to combine 
her artistic and literary interests as well as help sup-
port local artists, authors, poets and musicians in the 
community by creating a welcoming place for them 
to gather and draw inspiration from one another. 

Nature by Design

18, at 7:00 p.m. Rain/snow 
date is Saturday, March 19.
 Local 4 Life invites the gen-
eral public to visit the farm 
and experience the March 
full moon and learn about 
the night sky from local as-
tronomers. The walk will take 
place, in part, on hilly terrain. 
Farm-appropriate footwear 
and flashlights are recom-
mended. All ages welcome.
 This event is sponsored 
by Webster Aubuchon Hard-
ware.
 The mission of Local 4 
Life, a non-profit educational 
organization, is to cultivate 
connections through local 
farm and business partner-
ships. L4L provides diverse 
community outreach and 
youth education that pro-
motes local conservation.
 For more information, vis-
it www.local4life.org or their 
Facebook page, www.face-
book.com/Local4LifeMA. 



I have a 2020 Nissan Frontier light truck that recently 
failed state inspection due to the emergency brake. 
Fortunately (or unfortunately) another shop passed it. I 

brought it to the dealer, and they said it would take three days to 
fix but due to parts shortages and technician illnesses it hasn’t 
been fixed yet. The only observation I can tell is it feels like a 
wave when it stops. I don’t know if there is a recall. All I know is 
I hauled some gravel through back roads once and it felt funny 
ever since - maybe the load was too heavy? Is it safe to drive? It 
may be a few more weeks before they schedule my repair.

The issue based on you description is most likely the 
rear brakes are slightly distorted due to driving with 
the heavy load. When the shop is repairing the parking 
brake, explain the wave/vibration feel when braking. 

The shop then can check the rotors for out of round and resur-
face or replace them as necessary. 

We were given a 2005 Chevrolet Colorado. It runs for 
a while then quits. We have had it in the shop with 
no luck.  They had it for four months. It has been at a 

friend’s house (good mechanic) for 10 months. He has gotten 
it running but then it shuts down. He feels that it is the brain.  
The reason he feels that way is the brain is telling the security 
system the car is being stolen. He has done investigating on the 
situation and found that that year has had a lot of problems. The 
previous owner said that it had been doing that when they had 
it. Maybe you can help on this strange problem.

Certainly, the GM anti-theft system has been a prob-
lem on these vehicles as they age. Although typically 
the ignition switch doesn’t recognize the key and the 

vehicle will not start. In this case, I would start at the beginning. 
For any engine to run it needs fuel, spark, engine compression 
and all three of these events need to happen at the correct time. 
When the engine dies, what is missing? If it is fuel, test the fuel 
pump circuit. If there is no spark, look at this area. The idea that 
the ECM (computer) is faulty is possible, but my experience has 
been that many vehicles’ computers are replaced due to frustra-
tion rather than an actual failure of the part. 

We recently purchased a 2021 Mazda Miata.  When we 
purchased the car, we also bought snow tires from the 
dealership.  Now that we have put on the snow tires the 
low air pressure light remains on (even though the air 

pressure is fine).  The dealer is telling us that there is a manu-
facturing defect in the sensor that the light will always be on and 
there is nothing they can do about it.

The Miata uses direct style radio transmitters in each 
wheel that communicate the tire pressure to the vehi-
cle’s computer. If the snow tires were installed on the 

factory wheels, there should be an issue. If the snow tires were 
installed on an extra set of wheels, the sensors would need to be 
programmed. One possibility is if you use a portable GPS or EZ 
Pass and it is mounted near the center of the dash, it could be 
blocking the TPMS signal to the TPMS receiver antenna. 

I have a 2003 Chevy Impala with 90,00 miles on it. I was 
in a situation that caused me to idle along for two hours 
in 90º heat, which I’m afraid hurt my car’s engine. When 

I shut the engine off for 15 minutes it was difficult to restart, and 
I knew it was hot. Driving back home at highway speeds it was 
bucking and kicking, nearly cutting off at a stoplight during my 
exit. I took it to a local mechanic who changed out the thermo-
stat, flushed the system, checked the head gasket, checked the 
fans, put on the diagnostics, and the usual things. After a month 
he still couldn’t figure out why it was still overheating and sug-
gested I needed a new computer. I took it home and decided 
to do a search for little known causes of overheating. The only 
thing I came up with was a sensor that communicated the status 
of the heat at the engine block to the computer. Any thoughts?

Idling for long periods of time is not a problem to a 
properly running vehicle. As an example, police ve-
hicles idle for hours at the roadside. If the engine cool-

ing fans are running as the engine gets hot, the coolant sensor 
and computer are functioning correctly. I would go back to the 
idea that a cylinder head-gasket has failed. You can check the 
head-gasket with a cylinder block-check kit (about $35) or find a 
repair shop with an exhaust gas analyzer. The gas analyzer and 
the block check kit do the same thing, they look for combustion 
gases in the cooling system. The other common over-heat issue 
with this vehicle is the water pump impeller fails and doesn’t 
circulate sufficient coolant. 
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

Q.

A.

A.

Q.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ ex-
perience in the automotive busi-
ness and is an ASE certified master 
technician. He will answer reader’s 
questions each week You can find 
the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other 
popular podcast sites. Email your 
car questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com Follow John on Twitter @
johnfpaul and friend him on face-
book mrjohnfpaul Q.

A.

N•O•T•I•C•E

OfficeOffice  1-959-444-38891-959-444-3889
ALL THE TIME - ALL THE TIME - Cash Paid Cash Paid 

for Your Light & Heavy Scrapfor Your Light & Heavy Scrap

THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!THE BEST DEAL AROUND!!!

for all COMPLETE vehicles delivered to

RPM EnterprisesRPM Enterprises
Pick up is also available

$600 CASH$600 CASH M&M Auto Body
7 Industrial Park West, Bldg. 2

Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-7070

mm.auto@verizon.net

“Guaranteed Fast Service, No Matter How Long It Takes”

R.S. #3926

Ron Moscoffian
Appr. #9537

Scott Milner

Payments as low as $50 per week
Come Pick Out Your Car!

Come Check Out Our Prices!
FARRAR Auto Body, Inc.

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

Bad Credit 
No Credit 

No Problem
We Finance 
everyone!

HE
RE

HE
REBuy PAy

PAYING $150-$600 CASH

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

Q.

A.
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Tips on financial planning

Dennis Antonopoulos

Resource directory                                               ads@TheYankeeXpress.com

home

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

CLEAN OUTS
DONE BY

MrCleanest.com

Estate / Cellar / Attic / Garage
Carpets / Floors / Upholstery

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SNOW PLOWING

508-740-1883

WE DO EVERYTHING!!
“Better than the rest” - VERY REASONABLE PRICES TOO!

DOUGLAS
MASS.

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

automotive

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

508-987-2775
492 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540

WWW.WORCESTERCOUNTYLAWNMOWER.COM

ALWAYS THE BEST SERVICE 
AT THE LOWEST PRICE

Lawn Mowers & Tractor Service 
Tune-Ups & Repairs 

Pickup & Delivery 
Lawnmower Repair

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
(intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter 

how impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving please 
the Heart of God.              Believer

GI Joe Figures + 
Vehicles Wanted

from the 
1980’s 
& 1990’s

Please call 
860-933-5549 S

T

GI Joe Figures & Vehicles Wanted

Please call 860-933-5549

From the 
1980s and 

1990s

Your source for business and 
community news and advertising.

ads@theyankeexpress.com
news@theyankeexpress.com

Have your retirement plans 
changed because of COV-
ID-19? If so, you have plenty 
of company. Nearly 40 per-
cent of those planning to 
retire say the pandemic has 
disrupted their intentions, 
according to the Edward 
Jones/Age Wave Four Pil-
lars of the New Retirement 
study. You might have been 
thinking about retiring early 
– can you still do so?

 Even without a crisis, it’s 
not a bad idea to review 
your important life goals 
from time to time. So, in 
thinking about the possibil-
ity of early retirement, con-
sider these factors:
• Your retirement lifestyle 
 Your ability to retire early 
depends somewhat on what 
sort of lifestyle you’re an-
ticipating during your re-
tirement years. If you think 
you’ll be traveling exten-
sively or pursuing expen-
sive activities, you might 
not be able to afford to retire 
as early as someone with 
more modest ambitions. Of 
course, there’s no “right” 
or “wrong” way of living 
in retirement – we all have 
our own dreams and prefer-
ences. But be aware that dif-

ferent lifestyles do carry dif-
ferent price tags – and have 
different effects on when 
you can retire securely.
• Sources of retirement 
income 
 Obviously, a key factor in 
knowing whether you can 
retire early is the amount of 
retirement income you can 
rely on. So, you’ll have to as-
sess all your sources: Social 
Security, any other pensions 
you might receive, and your 
investment portfolio, includ-
ing your 401(k) and IRA. The 
amounts you receive from 
these sources will depend 
on a variety of factors.
 For Social Security, the 
longer you wait until collect-
ing, the larger your monthly 
payments (although they 
will “top out” when you 

reach 70, excluding cost-
of-living adjustments). In 
regard to your investments 
and retirement accounts, 
you’ll need to establish a 
withdrawal rate that’s appro-
priate for the length of time 
you expect to be retired. So, 
by adjusting these variables 
– taking Social Security ear-
lier or later, taking more or 
less money from your retire-
ment accounts – you can 
help determine if the retire-
ment date you had in mind 
is viable.
• Your feelings about work 
Your goals are not static – 
they can change in response 
to any number of reasons, 
both external and personal. 
When you first decided you 
wanted to retire early, you 
might have been motivated 

by, among other things, a 
weariness of your current 
job. But has that changed 
over time? Have you found 
new challenges that interest 
you at work? Or, if you were 
forced by the pandemic to 
work remotely, did you actu-
ally enjoy the arrangement 
and want to continue it?
  After all, many employers 
have found that their work-
ers can be just as productive 
working at home, so, even 
when we’ve gotten past CO-
VID-19, we might see a siz-
able shift in the geography 
of the workplace. In any 
case, if your feelings about 
work have changed in some 
way, leading you to think 
you could work longer than 
originally planned, you’d 
likely gain some financial 

advantages. You’d make 
more money, for starters, 
but you’d also keep build-
ing your 401(k) and IRA, and 
you could even possibly de-
lay taking Social Security.
  The pandemic may lead 
to a reevaluation of many 
financial goals – and taking 
early retirement might be 
one of them. By thinking 
carefully about your situa-
tion and your options, you 
can come up with a course 
of action that’s right for you.
 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Ed-
ward Jones Advisor at 5 Albert 
Street, Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 
508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.  
Edward Jones Member SIPC

Are you still planning to retire early?
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   RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong  
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

TTooggeetthheerr, We’re  
Working For You! 

 
Reviewing your Situation 
Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in 
the Senior Housing Market.  
There may come a time when you 
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.  
Call for a FREE consultation. 
 

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

   RE/MAX  
Advantage I 

Diane Luong  
CBR, SRES, MBA 
774-239-2937 
 JoAnn Szymczak 
GRI, SRES, CBR 
 774-230-5044 

TTooggeetthheerr, We’re  
Working For You! 

 
Reviewing your Situation 
Diane & Jo-Ann are specialists in 
the Senior Housing Market.  
There may come a time when you 
consider selling and moving on—
we can help.  
Call for a FREE consultation. 
 

Looking for friendly, responsive, easy to talk to Realtors? You found us! 

RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Mark Marzeotti
Realtor

Mark
Marzeotti 
Realtor

_____________________

DRIVER AVAILABLE
Semi-retired, part time/full 
time, CDL, medical card, 
perfect driving record.

774-502-6146
____________________

When you’re selling any 
item, you usually want to 
sell it for the greatest profit 
possible, right? That hap-
pens when there’s a strong 
demand and a limited sup-
ply for that item. In the real 
estate market, that time is 
right now. If you’re thinking 
of selling your house this 
year, here are two reasons 
why now’s the time to list.
 1. Demand is very strong 
this winter. Spring, the hot-
test time of year for home-
buyers and sellers, has 
started early, according to 

REALTORS and economists. 
. . . Home shopping season 
appears to already be in full 
swing!
 REALTORS in the field 
aren’t the only ones saying 
buyers are already out in full 
force. That claim is backed 
up with data released last 
week by ShowingTime. 
(ShowingTime is a platform 
real estate agents use to 
schedule appointments.)
The Showing
 Time Showing Index 
tracks the average number 
of monthly buyer showings 
on active residential prop-
erties, which is a highly re-
liable leading indicator of 
current and future trends for 
buyer demand. The latest 
index reveals this December 
was the most active Decem-
ber in five years.

 As the data indicates, buy-
ers are very active this win-
ter. Last December, 2021 saw 
even more showings than 
December of 2020, which 
was already a stronger-than-
usual winter. And remember 
– you want to sell some-
thing when there’s a strong 
demand for that item. That 
time is now.
 2. Housing supply is ex-
tremely low. Each month, 
realtor.com releases data on 
the number of active resi-
dential real estate listings 

Want top dollar for your house? Now’s the time to list it
(listings currently for sale). 
Their most recent report 
reveals the latest monthly 
number is the lowest we’ve 
seen in any January since 
2017. And don’t forget, the 
best time to sell an item is 
when there’s a limited sup-
ply of it available. 
 Even though supply is at 
a historic low, home sales 
are at a 15-year high. Ac-
cording to the latest Existing 
Home Sales Report from the 
National Association of Real-
tors (NAR), existing-home 

sales totaled 6.12 million in 
2021 – the highest annual 
level since 2006. This means 
the market is hot and home-
owners are in a great place 
to sell now while sales are 
so strong.
 The ratio of buyers to sell-
ers favors homeowners right 
now to a greater degree than 
at any other time in history. 
Buyer demand is high, and 
supply is low. That gives sell-
ers like you an incredible 
opportunity.
 Bottom line If you agree 

the best time to sell anything 
is when demand is high 
and supply is low, contact 
Marzeotti Group or a local 
real estate professional to 
discuss listing your house 
today.

RETAIL METAL SALES
Open To The Public

508-765-4929
529 Ashland Ave • Southbridge

accuratemetalsales.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

Design Services

Mig & Stick Welding 

AWS D1.1 

Mild Steel • Stainless Steel
Aluminum • Abrasion Resistant

Hot Rolled • Cold Rolled 

Sheared • Plasma Cut • Bent
Rolled • Saw Cut • Punched

Drilled • Welded • Fabricated

Whether you need 1 piece 
or a truck load, we can 

accommodate you!

CCURATE METAL
Sales & Fabrication

A Division of Industrial Transfer & Storage, Inc
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo


