
Building a Better Playground a 
Mission for Stall Brook Teacher

Sensory-Friendly Touch-a-Truck Fundraiser 
May 14th for Inclusive Playground
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

Not all of  Stall Brook El-
ementary’s 250 students can 
enjoy its current playground, 
and special education teacher 
Hallie Glassman, has a solu-
tion – to build an inclusive 
playground. 

The idea was hatched when 
Cerah, an Applied Behavioral 
Analysis (ABA) technician who 
works with a boy in Glassman’s 
class approached her about 
trying to add a ramp to get the 
boy to an adaptive swing.

 “This is a sweet boy who 
absolutely loves to go on the 
swing at recess. We have one 
swing bucket he can sit in, but 
unfortunately, the way our 
playground is set up, it is very 
challenging to bring his wheel-
chair close enough to the swing 
to safely transfer him,” says 
Glassman. “He’s close to 100 

pounds, so we have to move 
his wheelchair to (the one side 
without posts) and maneu-
ver him over the woodchips 
to bring him to the adaptive 
swing.” Aside from the swing, 

says Glassman, “there’s noth-
ing for him to do except be 
pushed around the blacktop.”

151st Memorial Day 
Ceremony Scheduled 
for May 22
First Woman Commander 
of USS Constitution 
Keynote Speaker

By KEN HAMWEY, 
Contributing Writer

Bellingham’s 151st Memorial 
Day ceremony will be held on 
Sunday, May 22, starting with a 
parade that will begin at 1 p.m. at 
the Memorial School.

Both the parade and the cer-
emony will focus on a theme that 
salutes women veterans.

“There’ll be a float that will 
feature female veterans from Bell-
ingham, and the keynote speaker 
will be Commander Billie Farrell, 
who’s the first woman commander 
in the 224-year history of  the USS 
Constitution (Old Ironsides),’’ said 
Jim Hastings, the Chairman of  
the Memorial and Veterans Day 
Committee. “She’s the ship’s 77th 
commanding officer.’’

Farrell, who’s a native of  Pa-
ducah, Ky., attended the United 
States Naval Academy and was 
commissioned in 2004 after earn-
ing a Bachelor of  Science degree 
in political science. She received 
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Certified Military Home Specialist

Happy Mothers’ Day!
If a new home is in your future, find out how  

much your home could sell for before you make a move. 
Contact us to learn about your home’s  

estimated value in today’s market.

SEPTIC
508-883-9000

Guaranteed pricing and professional service

• Title 5 Inspections
• Septic tank cleaning/pumping
• Pump replacements
• Septic system installations
• Engineering
• Repairs/Rejuvenations 
• High-pressure water jetting
• Portable toilet rentals weekend/monthly
• HD CCTV camera inspections of underground 

pipes; underground locating
• 24/7 Emergency service

Jamison Mendall Tree Removal

Aerial Bucket & Bobcat Services
Pruning • Storm Damage

Stump Grinding • Plowing
Licensed & insured

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVING ALL YOUR TREE NEEDS

1-508-958-0747

This little boy, a student at Stall 
Brook Elementary School, is in 
his happy place when he’s in 
this swing, but he can’t get to 
it without a lot of help. Special 
education teacher Hallie Glassman has embarked on a four-year 
mission to build a better, inclusive playground for him and other 
students who encounter obstacles to play. Its first fundraiser will be 
a Touch-a-Truck event May 14th at Bellingham Memorial School.

Commander Billie Farrell is the 
keynote speaker for Bellingham’s 
Memorial Day ceremony.
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her Master of  Science in op-
erations management from the 
University of  Arkansas in 2009.  

Her first division officer tour 
was aboard the USS Vella Gulf  
as electrical officer. Then, she 
took over as division officer be-
fore fleeting up as navigator for 
her second tour. After her two 
division officer tours, Farrell 
reported to Millington, Tenn., 
where she became an action of-
ficer in PERS-833 (Post Selec-
tion Board Matters). There, she 
served as delay section head and 
assistant board screener.  

After departing PERS-833, 
Farrell started the department 
head pipeline. She reported to 
the USS San Jacinto in March 
2012 as the weapons officer. She 
later served as combat systems 
officer onboard. 

Her next tour was as the Dep-
uty Director for Professional De-
velopment at the United States 
Naval Academy. After leaving 
the academy, Farrell reported 
to Commander, Naval Surface 
Force Atlantic as Deputy N3.  
She previously served as execu-
tive officer onboard the USS 
Vicksburg.

Farrell’s awards include three 
Meritorious Service Medals, 
four Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medals, and 
three Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation Medals. 

Master Sergeant Linda 
Calderiso of  Bellingham also 
will be speaking. 

Calderiso retired from the 
U.S. Army Regional Support 
Command as a Regional Emer-
gency Preparedness Liaison 
Officer (REPLO) for FEMA 
Region 1 in July, 2008. She was 
promoted to the position on 
Sept. 8, 2001. 

Although not formally as-
signed to the team, upon hearing 
of  the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks on New York and the 
Pentagon, Calderiso reported to 
the FEMA Region 1 Regional 
Operations Center. That center 
oversaw the federal rescue effort 
in New York City while Region 
II rebuilt its damaged operations 
center. 

Calderiso was deployed to 
Atlanta in support of  the FEMA 
Region IV Regional Operation 
Center in September, 2004 after 
Hurricane Ivan and during 
Hurricane Jeanne. She served as 
the senior operations non-com-

missioned officer at the center 
for the REPLO team. Calderiso 
was responsible for preparing 
and disseminating mission as-
signments to three Defense Co-
ordinating Elements (DCE), in 
Florida, Alabama, and South 
Carolina.

Calderiso was also deployed 
to First Army Headquarters 
Center in Atlanta in support of  
Hurricane Katrina; attended the 
Inspector General Academy as 
a Staff Sergeant (E6); conducted 
surveys and sensing session of  
all New England Units in re-
sponse to the Aberdeen Provid-
ing Ground scandal; and served 
as the Army Physical Fitness 
Leader Non-Commissioned Of-
ficer in Charge.

The parade route will start at 
the Memorial School and con-
tinue along Rte. 126 to Belling-
ham center. Parade participants 
are encouraged to refrain from 
parking at the school’s lot. “It 
will help if  people are dropped 
off so there’ll be room for pa-
rade participants to line up and 
form the marching order,’’ said 
Hastings. 

Parade participants include: 
the Army, Marine Corps, and 
Navy Color Guards, the Bell-

ingham High School Band, the 
Old Colony Bagpipe Band, the 
Douglas High Band, the High-
land Light Scottish Pipe Band, 
the Mass. State Police Bagpipe 
Band, and the Worcester Fire 
Brigade Bagpipe Band. 

The floats in the parade will 
represent the Bellingham DPW, 
the Vietnam veterans of  Rhode 
Island, Milford veterans, the 
Bellingham Women of  Today, 
the Bellingham Senior Center, 
the USS Constitution, Tomb 
of  the Unknown Soldier, WWII 
tank, Crawford family veterans, 
VFW veterans and women vet-
erans from Bellingham. 

Hastings said he was pleased 
that the parade, which was 
called off for the last two years 
because of  the pandemic, has 
again become an integral part 
of  the holiday.

“Memorial Day is a time to 
pause and honor the memory 
of  our servicemen and women 
for protecting us,’’ Hastings 
said. “If  it weren’t for those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice, we’d 
be living in a different type of  
United States. They’re the ones 
who’ve enabled us to enjoy the 
freedoms we have today.’’

The ceremony at the Town 
Common will begin at about 2 
p.m. with a wreath-laying cer-
emony to honor servicemen 
from Bellingham who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. A prayer will 
be offered at the War Memorial 
near the Rte. 140 entrance. An 
invocation will start the program 
at the gazebo, followed by the 
National Anthem, sung by the Me-
morial School Chorus, and the 
Pledge of  Allegiance. The Get-

tysburg Address will be recited 
before the Senior Chorus sings 
God Bless America.

Hastings will deliver opening 
remarks, and State Represen-
tative Mike Soter will offer his 
thoughts about the holiday. The 
ceremony will continue with 
Nick Mobilia reading the names 
of  deceased Bellingham veter-
ans who passed away during 
the last year. The Oliver broth-
ers (Robert and Joseph) will sing 
“The Possible Dream.’’

Lori Fafard, a former teacher 
at Stallbrook School and a mem-
ber of  the Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day Committee, will 
present gift cards to three fourth-
grade students whose Memorial 
Day posters are judged 1-3. Ten 
other students will be cited for 
honorable mention.

Tom Earnest, a Navy veteran, 
will introduce Commander Far-
rell who’ll deliver the keynote 
address.

Closing ceremonies will in-
clude the reading of  names by 
Memorial School students of  all 
Bellingham residents who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in the ser-
vice of  their country during the 
Civil War, World War I, World 
War II, Korea and Vietnam. 
The Old Colony Bagpipe Band 
will perform Amazing Grace fol-
lowed by a rifle volley, Taps and 
the closing prayer.

Hastings emphasized that if  
anyone knows of  a Bellingham 
resident who enlisted in the mili-
tary during the last two years to 
contact him at (508) 966-0364 
so names can be added to the 
War Memorial to recognize 
their service. 
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The Tole Booth
Treasures for the Home, From the Heart

Mother’s Day
May 8, 

Open 10 am–2 pm

Decor for your Home 
& Garden, featuring
Mother’s Day Gifts
Handmade Jewelry 

Garden Flags • Candles
Lanterns & Lamps 

Birdhouses • Curtains
Signs & Prints 

FOR UPDATES

129 Main St. (Rte. 122) • Blackstone, MA 01504
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Bellingham Shirts Make Great ANYTIME Gifts!

AVAILABLE AT

or order online at www.BellinghamStuff.com

191 Mechanic St./Rte. 140 • Bellingham, MA 02019
Tel: 508-657-1043

Ernie'sErnie's

Free delivery within BellinghamFree delivery within Bellingham

Magnets, too!

LIQUORSLLIQUORSIQUORS

Women’s in white or ashWomen’s in white or ash
Men’s in ash onlyMen’s in ash only

HIGH-QUALITY APPAREL HIGH-QUALITY APPAREL 
TEES • LONG-SLEEVE TEES • SWEATSHIRTS TEES • LONG-SLEEVE TEES • SWEATSHIRTS 

Different landmarks on Different landmarks on FRONT & BACKFRONT & BACK  
printed INprinted IN  55 INK colors;  INK colors; 

COLLISION & TOWING EXPERTS
508-966-1008

Visit Us for All Your 
Collision Repairs!

24-HR. TOWING - 50824-HR. TOWING - 508--966-1008966-1008

Bellingham, MA
RS# 3256

is in the Air, 
Time to Repair!

46 No. Main St. Rte. 126 | Bellingham, MA 02019

Ro (Caddick) Kilduff
508-561-4992

Email: ro@rocaddick.com

CHECK LISTINGS AT MY WEBSITE, ROCADDICK.COM

357 West Central St.
Franklin, MA 02038

MEMBER OF THE BELLINGHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Whether you’re  
a Buyer or a Seller, 
call RO KILDUFF. 

She knows the Bellingham market 
inside and out. NO ONE knows the 

Bellingham area better than RO!

She and the ABA technicians 
then discussed various other play 
obstacles. For example, chil-
dren who engage in pica always 
need an adult by their side when 
around wood chips.

“It really does limit them,” 
says Glassman. “We see typically 
developing peers and the way 
they interact with each other. 
Their interactions change as 
soon as an adult comes by. We 
really want to make sure (all) our 
students have that opportunity 
to interact with their peers in as 
natural a way as possible.”

Glassman consulted a play-
ground designer and was told 
the Stall Brook playground was 
no longer up to code. Due to a 
grandfather clause, if  a perma-
nent change was to be made, the 
whole playground would need to 
be updated to meet current regu-
lations.

“I naively said, well, let’s just 
build a new playground, and no 
one told me that I was crazy, and 
now it’s April, and we’re doing 
it!” Glassman explains. “The in-
clusive playground concept has 
blossomed over the last five years. 
If  you don’t think about these 
things, (i.e..,) if  you don’t need a 
different surface option, then it 
doesn’t occur to you.”

The cost will be substan-
tial, ranging from $149,000 to 
$206,000 for some of  the inclu-
sive designs, which incorporate 
rubber surfacing, ground-based 
activities, ramp structures, and 
wheelchair accessibility. so 
Glassman’s fundraising goal is 
$250,000. Rep. Soter advised 
Glassman to create a 501 c3 
organization for the project, in 
order to apply for grants. The 
teacher created a website, www.
ourplayability.com, and pre-
sented it to her PTO, asking for 
support. She’s also consulted 
school officials, Bellingham con-
servation agents and DPW and 
the school committee.

One parent at that PTO 
meeting, Manny Toscano, came 
forth with the project’s first (of  
many) fundraisers, a kickoff  
Touch-a-Truck event at Belling-
ham Memorial School from 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m. on (sensory-friendly 
from 11-12) Saturday, May 14th 
that will feature vehicles, a K-9 
demonstration, a Boston Med-
flight helicopter landing, free 
pizza, hamburgers and hot dogs 
and more for $5 per person or a 
maximum of  $20 per family.

“I work for the Sheriff’s Office 
as a K-9 officer, and I reached 
out to a bunch of  different law 
enforcement agencies and a 
bunch of  businesses,” says To-
scano, inspired by Glassman’s 
passion for the project. 

Although Toscano’s chil-

dren are typically developing, 
his youngest, Joe, was chosen to 
greet his classmates with special 
needs. “I was like, ‘wow, that’s my 
4-year-old. He just sees a kid as a 
kid. You want to try to instill that 
in your kids, to be helpful to ev-
eryone and try to see people for 

who they are and not anything 
else. 

I want to help, too. When you 
see kids who can’t go out in their 
wheelchair or their walker and 
have the same fun and opportu-
nities as other kids, we need to 
change that.”

It’s not only the student who 
is limited by obstacles at the 
playground.

“The families of  children 
with disabilities lose out on a lot 
of  opportunities based on acces-
sibility,” says Glassman. 

Meredith Piotti, of  Belling-
ham, who has three daughters, 
aged 8, 5 and 18 months, was 
excited when she heard about 
Glassman’s proposal. Her old-
est, Reagan, was diagnosed with 
the rare inherited disease, Nie-
mann-Pick Type C.

“Starting Kindergarten, her 
gross motor skills were really 
lagging her peers’, and even 
when it was just Reagan, we had 

difficulty finding playgrounds 
around town that she’d have a 
good time and be independent 
at,” says Piotti. Reagan, who 
uses a walker and has a wheel-
chair, feels more confident on 
playgrounds with continuous 
handrails and smooth surfaces, 
not woodchips, that feature “in-
teractive make-believe spaces 
where she can sit and play pre-
tend or music instruments with 
her sisters,” says Piotti. Her fam-
ily often must travel to find those 
features. “Now that we have 
three kids, it’s especially chal-
lenging to find a place where ev-
eryone can have fun – and have 
fun together.” 

To learn more about the 
Stall Brook inclusive playground 
project, visit https://www.our-
playability.com, look for “Our 
PlayAbility on Facebook, or find 
@OurPlayAbilityMA on Insta-
gram.

PLAYGROUND
continued from page 1
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ADC SEPTIC
We will meet or beat all competitors’ discounts—GUARANTEED!

•	 Portable	Toilet	Rentals

•	 Excavations

•	 Title	V	Inspections

•	 Sewer	Connections

•	 System	Installations

•	 Engineering

•	 Repairs

•	 Underground	Camera	
Inspections

www.ADC SEPTIC.com
email: ADCseptic@gmail.com

508-883-9000
Blackstone, MA

Milford Federal Bank appoints Jeremy Leap Senior 
Vice President Commercial Lending

Milford Federal Bank an-
nounced today that Jeremy Leap 
has joined the Bank as SVP, 
Commercial Lending.  Mr. Leap 

will lead a growing team of  Mil-
ford Federal’s Commercial Bank-
ers, Jeremy will join Anna Case, 
AVP, Commercial Credit Officer 

& Operations Manager, Anita 
Carroll, Commercial Portfolio 
Manager and Stephanie Saraid-
arian, Commercial Credit Rep-
resentative.

“We couldn’t be happier to 
welcome Jeremy to our Com-
mercial Banking Team” said 
Paul Gilbody President & CEO,” 
Jeremy’s depth and experience in 
commercial lending expands our 
capabilities significantly with this 
important growth area for Mil-
ford Federal. He brings strong re-
lationships and familiarity in the 
communities we serve that will 
benefit our existing clients and 
future expansion of  our lending 
portfolio”

Jeremy has 16 years’ experi-
ence as a Commercial Lender 
most recently at Savers Bank.  
Jeremy is involved with the 
United Way & Habitat for Hu-
manity. 

Established in 1887, Milford 
Federal Bank has been assisting 
its neighbors and friends for 135 
years. Serving the greater Mil-

ford and Blackstone Valley areas 
in Massachusetts and North-
ern RI, it has four conveniently 
located offices in Milford and 

Whitinsville Massachusetts and 
Woonsocket, RI and can also be 
found on the Internet at Milford-
Federal.com and Facebook.

Stephanie Saraidarian, Anna Case , Jeremy Leap and Anita Carroll.

240 So. Main St
Bellingham, MA 02019
Tel: 508-883-7907

HOURS: 
Mon-Thur: 9am-9:30pm

Fri-Sat: 9am-11pm • Sun: 12-5pm

Three generations of award-winning service
Adam Remillard
Brett Remillard
Greg Remillard

CELL: (508) 397-1916

Richard (Rick) Lamothe
Electrical Contractor

Small jobs, service upgrades, fire alarms
All phases of old and new construction

Electrician — Master License in MA & RI
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FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
Tune-ups • Brakes • Exhaust • Struts • Shocks
Wheel Alignment  • Batteries • Front-End Work

Water Pumps • Alternators • Starters 
Transmission & Radiator Flush Service • etc.

FOR ALL YOUR TIRE & MECHANICAL NEEDS!

“THANKS FOR 45 GREAT YEARS!”

Goodbye WINTER…
Hello SPRING
Spring is brake- and  
ride-control season.  

Come in now for a FREE 
brake and suspension check.

Call Jay Wright,
Service Manager

TODAY!

MOST TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE

CHARLIE’S TIRE & SERVICE CENTER
825 So. Main Street, Rte. 126, Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-1211  •  www.CharliesTires.com

Your Money, Your Independence 

Teaching Kids about Savings and Investing
Momma, can I take the $40 

from grandma and grandpa to 
the Dollar Store?

Dada, how much does a dog 
cost? 

Yes, a third grader and kin-
dergartner can be curious and 
money conversations become 
more difficult as they grow older. 
Making kids understand how 
money works is a start, however 
financial literacy doesn’t equate 
to understanding value or mak-
ing good, responsible decisions. 

A book to help create financial 
decisions as teaching opportuni-
ties is The Opposite of  Spoiled: Rais-
ing Kids Who Are Grounded, Generous, 
and Smart About Money by Ron Li-
eber. 

Let me share the central strat-
egy: Allowance & Three Jars.

No allowance for chores. Li-
eber argues when parents tie al-
lowance to completion of  chores, 
they make work the primary 
focus, not money. Kids should do 
chores for the same reason we do 
- because they need to be done. 
If  done poorly, there are plenty 

of  privileges we can take away.
Allowance as a teaching tool. 

If  your child can count and ask 
to buy things, start an allowance. 
Consider 50 cents or $1 a week 
per year of  age, raised each year 
on birthdays. Your focus is to 
have them learn patience, strive 
for a goal and make decisions 
with defined resources.

Three jars: spend, save & give. 
They divide allowance into three 
clear jars each week: spending 
now, saving for later and giving to 
those who may need it more - an 
introduction to budgeting.

Now here is where I’ve come 
to differ from Lieber. 

He pays an unrealistic inter-
est rate each week (i.e. 20%) for 
“save jar” to help kids visibly see 
the power of  savings and com-
pounding. Once spent, less inter-
est is paid, helping teach selective 
spending decisions and building 
of  savings.  

Thinking like an investor. I 
want them curious if  something 
can be invested in, think why (or 
why not) it is a good investment 

and participate in risk/reward. 
To execute, some investment 

firms allow buying slices of  
shares, up to 5 companies for $50 
total. Can be in a child’s name 
via custodial account (beneficial 
capital gains rules) and viewed 
as a teaching tool rather than 
education savings since they’ll be 
spending on their larger wants.

As a holiday gift, we started 
three companies they knew and 
two I educated why they own it. 
Monthly we review values, if  div-
idends were paid, total account 
value, if  they want to add more 
and/or if  there’s a new company 
they want to invest in.

I’ve explained their favorite 
pizza shop is a small business 
that doesn’t have shares. Also ex-
plained who makes a game they 
like, which they decided to take 
from their “save jar” to buy. It’s 
down ~15% in a short time but 
I asked if  the reason they bought 
is still true, if  they want to buy 
more, still hold or sell.

Remember, it’s about learn-
ing and making mistakes now, to 

benefit when they’re older with 
their real earnings.  

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resident 
and owner of  PlanDynamic, LLC, 
www.PlanDynamic.com. Glenn is a 
fee-only Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so they can 
balance kids, aging parents and finan-
cial independence.

Glenn Brown

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree Removals & Pruning

Ornamental Tree Pruning Is Our Specialty
Natural Hand Pruning of Shrubs

Cabling & Bracing

* FREE ESTIMATES *

Fully Insured including Workers Compensation
Residential & Commercial

 Email: butlertree80@yahoo.com • Find us on Facebook
Visit us online at www.butlerandsonstreeservice.com 

~ FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ~
• Climber/Driver Wanted        • Ground Person/Driver Wanted

 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1980

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

♦ Driveways  
♦ Parking Lots  
♦ Pressure Washing
♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair
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GET IT RIGHT. THE FIRST TIME.

208 MAIN STREET, SUITE 104 • MILFORD, MA 01757

Tax Preparation & Accounting
•  Accurate, accredited, affordable
•  Extensions and electronic filing
•  Preparing for next year
•  Bookkeeping and small-business 

accounting
•  Day, evening & weekend appointments available
•  Experienced, friendly, professional

Brian M. MacNeil, CPA
508-381-2807

BrianMacNeilCPA@gmail.com

New England’s Newest Auto Mile

Lynda Glassey
Sales & Leasing 

Consultant

Cell: 774-291-9188
LyndaG@ImperialCars.com

Bellingham Resident for 34 Years!

Call, text or email for an appointment

IMPERIAL CARS.com

1013 Cass Ave. • Woonsocket, RI 02895 • www.KaysRestaurant.com

NEW HOURS:

Order & pay ONLINE at www.KaysRestaurant.com, or download our 
APP from the App Store, or CALL 401-762-9675 or 401-762-1718.

Sun–Wed, 11am–9pm; 
Thur–Sat, 11am–10pm

Reserve one of our domes & dine outdoors!*
INDOOR DINING

Spring is Spring is 
      in the air …      in the air …

COME TRY OUR AMAZING SPECIALS!

New Development Will Help Bellingham Meet 
Affordable Housing Goal
By David Dunbar

When the new Curtis Apart-
ments in Bellingham open in 
the fall, 63 of  the units for rent 
will be designated “affordable 
housing” and awarded through 
a lottery this month. The new 
apartment complex, located at 
161 Mechanic Street, covers 15 
acres and will have a total of  250 
units.  

A state law widely known as 
“Chapter 40B” mandates that 
all communities dedicate a mini-
mum of  10% of  their housing 
stock to be affordable to lower 
income households.  

“Bellingham was at 7.6% in 
2019,” reports Town Planner 
Jim Kupfer.  “The Curtis helps 
us meet a number of  community 
goals including a boost to 12.6% 
in our affordable housing stock.”

“Affordable” means the cost 
of  housing – rent or purchase – 
plus utility payments must total 
less than 30% of  a household’s 
gross annual income.  Accord-
ing to Kupfer, “Annual income 
for a family of  four must not ex-

ceed about $89,000” to qualify 
(there are many more details and 
exceptions in the qualification 
process).

Rentals frequently require first 
and last month’s rent, plus a se-
curity deposit, that can amount 
to $5,000 or more.  There are 
state programs available to help 
lower income families purchase a 
home or condo without having to 
lay out as much cash (check out 
www.mass.gov for options).

Kupfer says, “Bellingham over 
the years has been trying to meet 
the needs of  its residents… trying 
to piece together a plan to create 
a positive impact.”  If  you’d like 
to know more, then review the 
Town’s Housing Production Plan 
which you can find here:  www.
bellinghamma.org/planning-
board/pages/plans-and-studies.

Now, about the lottery coming 
later this month.  

“The Reader’s Digest version,” 
explains David Cashman of  
SEB Housing, “is that all (apply-
ing) households who are eligible 
for the lottery will be included 

in the lottery and all households 
picked will be placed on wait-
lists that correspond to units for 
which they applied and were 
eligible. There will be multiple 
waiting lists for this property cre-
ated from the lottery drawing 
as there are multiple unit types. 
The waitlists simply establish the 
order in which lottery households 
will be invited to apply for leases 
and, if  lease eligible, the order 
in which they’ll be able to select 
from available units on that list.”

SEB Housing is an off-site 
affordable housing consulting 
group.

Cashman continues, “My best 
advice is that this is a great op-
portunity, and we hope to receive 
many applications, but house-
holds should also recognize that 
they need to provide a lot of  in-
come/asset/tax documentation 
to demonstrate their eligibility 
for the program. The upside is 
that there are a lot of  affordable 
units at this development and any 
household who is eligible for the 
lottery will have a terrific chance 
of  having the opportunity to 
lease a unit.”

The deadline to submit appli-
cations is May 16.  On May 31, 
the lottery will be held on You-
Tube.  

There will be two lottery 
drawings.  The first will be a 
“Local Preference Drawing” for 
town residents, town employees, 
and employees of  town busi-
nesses. The second drawing will 
be for everyone else. More infor-
mation is available at www.seb-
housing.com

“We want Bellingham to be 
well represented in the lottery,” 
says Kupfer.  In addition, “The 
Curtis will be a top 10 taxpayer 
in town.”

Construction continues on The Curtis Apartments in Bellingham. The 250-unit complex is expected to open 
in the fall.
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Don’t take a gamble! 
We can take the “risk” out of your taxes. 
Call soon to schedule an appointment.

Laura J. Smith, E.A.
Bayberry Accounting & Tax Service

508-966-1685
Reasonable Rates ◆ Quality Service

Accurate Tax Returns ◆ Confidentiality ◆ Electronic Filing

NEW CLIENT SPECIAL

SAVE 20%
Laura J. Smith, E.A.

508-966-1685
LSmith33@aol.com

CLIP & SAVE!

WHY RISK IT? 
HIRE A TAX PROFESSIONAL!

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 21 years, is 
accepting new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 

trusts, power of attorney and health care proxies.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for 

children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather 
than your state's laws, decide who  gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as your 

proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care decisions for 
you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be  necessary for a family member 

or loved one to  petition the court to become the guardian  over the 
incapacitated person.

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
Ph: 508.517.4310 

Email: AzzaLaw@Outlook.com

American Historic Coins
Let’s say that in 1915, you put 

a 20-dollar bill into an envelope, 
and you also invested $20 in gold.  
Today, you open the envelope 
and find $20.  The gold could be 
worth about $2,000.

“A lot of  what we do is edu-
cate,” says Tyler O’Connor, 
president of  American Historic 
Coins & Collectibles in Belling-
ham.  “We help the customer 
understand movements in the 
economy and how holding a 
physical asset, like coins or gold 
or silver, might be in their best 
interest.  We’re more than just a 
coin shop.”

The store is located at Belling-
ham Plaza on North Main Street 
and offers the visitor a panorama 
of  coins and collectibles to con-
sider.  You can also bring in coins, 
collectibles, and precious metals 
for appraisal and possible pur-
chase by the store.

“It is great to have a ‘coin 
shop’ so close that has knowl-
edgeable people who are will-
ing to interact with their guests,” 
writes Jay Emmitt on Facebook.  
“From advice, insight, help and 
sharing of  ideas to selling you the 
right coin… they do it all!”

American Historic Coins & 
Collectibles was first opened in 
December 2015, by Tyler’s fa-
ther.  He was a longtime coin 
collector (he has since passed 
away).  Tyler took over the busi-
ness in 2017 and, last year, was 
joined by his brother, TJ.  Third 
generation O’Connors – six- and 
11-year-old sons – spend time in 
the store and are “interested” in 
helping.

 The COVID pandemic 
had a significant impact on the 
O’Connors’ business.  It was 
closed for a couple of  months 
in 2020 recalls Tyler.  “But dur-
ing the pandemic, people stayed 
and worked at home, saved their 
money, and got stimulus checks 
from the government.”

And now, many want to invest 
in a tangible asset.  “Some are 
looking for specific coins,” says 
TJ.  “But there has been a men-
tal shift to incorporate gold and 
silver into their portfolios.”  

“Recently,” according to 
Tyler, “inflation and the war in 
Europe have driven interest even 
higher in investment grade coins, 
gold and silver bullion, while 
some traditional assets have lost 
value.”

Uncertainty in the economy 
has caused customers to investi-
gate metals – particularly gold, 
silver, platinum, palladium, cop-
per, and iridium.  “During a time 
of  transition, when there is fear 
and doubt, customers can be 
triggered,” explains Tyler.  “We 
can offer assistance,” adds TJ, 
“and help customers preserve 
their purchasing power.”

Having a “trusted and reliable 
source” to turn to, says Tyler, will 
help make any purchases safer.  
He says not long ago, an entire 
shipping container (like the ones 
on ocean-going vessels) turned up 
filled with fake coins from China.  
And there are lots of  scams on-
line.  “We stand behind what we 
sell… not like eBay or others on 
the web,” says Tyler.

A ”grand re-opening celebra-
tion” is planned for May 7 from 
11am-4pm.  Tyler says to look 
for “sidewalk sales, pop-up tents 
and a local silversmith who will 
be melting and pouring.”  

“We are in this business for 
the long term,” says Tyler.  “We 
try very hard to be open, trans-
parent and welcoming; that’s 
how we provide more than just 
intrinsic value.”

Find out more about American His-
torical Coins & Collectibles at www.
ahcoinco.com or call (508) 657-9002.  
The store is located at 15 North Main 
Street in Bellingham and is open every 
day except Sunday and Monday.

Tyler O’Connor (left) and his brother TJ at their store, American Historic Coins & Collectibles in Bellingham.  
On display with them are American Eagle Gold Coins, Silver Dollars, and Silver Bullion Bars.

BELLINGHAM SELF-STORAGE
16 William Way

Bellingham, MA 02019
508-966-6100

FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS  

• Lighted, Gated 24/7 Access
• Easy Drive-up Units
• Indoor Storage for Boat & Auto

SEVERAL SIZES from 5' x 5' to 10' x 25'
24-hour video monitoring security
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Applying more fertilizer than the label 
recommends or your soil needs won't 
improve your lawn, and instead the extra 
fertilizer may wash off into nearby
waterways. Just as fertilizer helps plants 
grow on the land, it encourages algae and 
other aquatic plants to grow in water.  Dense 
weeds and algae reduce oxygen in the 
water, which in turn harms fish and other 
aquatic life.  “Green water" is also much less 
attractive for boating, swimming and other 
human uses.

Please help keep our local waters clean:
Test your lawn soil and calibrate your spreader.
Use fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides sparingly.  
Sweep any overspray back onto the lawn.
Mow 2.5 to 3 inches high with a sharp blade to 
encourage dense growth and deter weeds.
Leave grass clippings on the lawn to lessen the 
need for fertilizer.
Never discard yard waste down storm drains or 
into waterways.
Water deeply and infrequently, and time watering 
to avoid evaporation and runoff.
Reseed bare areas with drought-tolerant varieties 
of lawn grass.

For more information, visit our 
communityʼs website or go to 
www.stormwatermatters.org.

Green Lawns

Green Waters!
Without

Year5 Posters.indd   1 4/25/08   9:53:05 AM

Massachusetts Walking Tour to Return for Free Concert June 2nd 
By Marjorie Turner Hollman, 
contributing writer

Be sure to mark your calen-
dars for next month, when Mark 
Mandeville and Raianne Rich-
ards are returning to Bellingham. 
They will be performing their 
music live at an outdoor concert 
at the Bellingham Senior Cen-
ter, Thursday, June 2 at 5 p.m. A 
return engagement for the pair, 
they are also bringing their full 
band. Their music has been de-
scribed as “Fresh and refined folk 
music for modern times.” Think 
live, acoustic bluegrass—guitars, 
banjo, bass, pedal steel, clarinet, 
and penny whistle. Mandeville 

commented recently that “We 
don’t take for granted being able 
to perform live, as opposed to 
offering concerts by Zoom from 
our house. Our music sounds so 
much better in person.”

This year, Mark and Raianne 
will be performing outside in the 
parking lot at the Senior Center 
on Blackstone Street. The Senior 
Center will be providing shuttle 
service for attendees, who will 
park their cars at the Bellingham 
High School. This concert is free 
and open to all ages. Bring your 
appetite, since the Senior Center 
will be providing grilled hot dogs 
and beverages at a small cost. 

These musicians are no 
strangers to Bellingham resi-
dents. Last summer they offered 
a live concert at the Bellingham 
High School parking lot. In 2017 
they brought their Massachusetts 
Walking Tour here, and returned 
to nearby towns for their Ten 
Mile River 10th anniversary tour 
in 2019. They are resuming their 
Walking Tour tradition after a 
two-year hiatus because of  the 
pandemic and will be walking 
and offering live community con-
certs in 10 towns along the Ap-
palachian trail beginning in June. 

To find where else Mark and 
Rainne are performing, head 
over to www.markandraianne.
com

The Massachusetts Walk-
ing Tour is sponsored in part 
by grants from ten western MA 
cultural councils, local agencies 
which are supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.

Mark Mandeville and Raianne Richards will be performing their music 
live at an outdoor concert at the Bellingham Senior Center, Thursday, 
June 2 at 5 p.m.

KEVIN J. TAGLIAFERRI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CRIMINAL DEFENSE • BANKRUPTCY
OUI RE-TRIALS • JUVENILE LAW

508-533-1600
Email: KevLaw2@verizon.net • www.KevLaw2.com

165 MAIN ST., STE. 210, MEDWAY, MA 02053
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PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor.  Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Glenn Brown, 
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents 

and financial independence.

Want financial independence? 
Are you building with:

■ Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™
■ Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt 
■ Low-cost investments  ■ Growing income streams
■ Maximizing work, government & health benefits
■ Tax planning  ■ Insurance analysis  ■ Estate planning
■ College savings for kids  ■  Care for elderly parents

New Bellingham Garden Club Sets Focus on Agri-Education, Beautification
Plant Sale Set for May 7th at Bellingham Senior Center

By Judith Dorato O’Gara

The Bellingham Community 
Garden is teeming with life this 
year, and a huge part of  that 
growth is the emergence of  the 
Bellingham Garden Club of  
Massachusetts.

“We made a significant 
amount of  changes from last 
year to this year, bringing it to 
where it should be,” continues 
DeFosses, who’s lived in Belling-
ham for about seven years. “This 
past year has been really exciting 
with some of  the newer things we 
brought in as well.”

Probably the biggest news is 
the newly formed “Bellingham 
Garden Club of  MA,” which 
is actively seeking members. 
“We started a brand-new club, 
a nonprofit 501 c3 under that 
umbrella, and we also fall under 
509A2, which is a public char-
ity,” she adds, “We’ve centered a 
lot of  our work to help with food 
disparity, food insecurity and do 
a significant amount of  dona-
tions from the produce we grow. 
Our focus, and mission, is to be 
able to continue that platform 
while concomitantly addressing 
some of  the needs toward beau-
tification of  town property and 
the community in general.” The 
fledgling Garden Club will work 
to educate the community, help-
ing people to understand what’s 
involved in agriculture.

In the past three months, the 
Bellingham Community Gar-
den and Farm stand has raised 
$2,700 in personal community 
resident and business donations, 
including a considerable $2,500 
donation from Dean Bank in 
Bellingham.

The young garden club has 
a $1,500 grant from the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council for 
a breadth of  educational com-
munity activities, and, through 
DeFosses’ effort, the town of  
Bellingham has received a Food 
Security Infrastructure Grant 
from the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of  Agriculture, for $22,755 
for the Community Garden and 
Farm stand.

“That was a long task. It took 
me about 3 months to write,” says 
DeFosses of  the very complicated 
grant. “That … will improve the 
grow space of  the garden itself. 
This is specifically for funding to 
build a greenhouse, to be able to 
have a new shed that will house 

tools and supplies, to build a bet-
ter irrigation system and to also 
enhance the farm stand, which is 
in deep need of  repair.”

These two grants were DeFos-
ses’ first.

“This was my first rodeo, just 
putting that old college experi-
ence into writing and a whole lot 
of  prayer,” she laughs. “We were 
very, very excited (to receive the 
grants).”

In the meantime, she says, the 
fundraising and awareness cam-
paign continues for the Belling-
ham Garden Club. This month, 
in fact, the group will hold a 
plant sale on May 7th, at the 
Bellingham Senior Center at 40 
Blackstone Street, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Funds will go toward 
outreach programs and efforts to 
alleviate food disparity.

“Last year, we raised over 
100 pounds of  food, in a small 
grow season, we donated to the 
Uxbridge Food Pantry as well as 
Dorchester Food Fridge,” says 
DeFosses. 

The continued fundraising 
will help with agri-educational 
programs as well. 

Next month, the YAG Pro-
gram, a youth agriculture pro-
gram, kicks off  with a Junior 
Farm Day workshop on June 4th 
for children aged 3-18, in which 
young people can learn about 
agriculture, including plants, 
seed cultivating, soil quality and 
planting. 

“Also, they’ll have a plot avail-
able to them where they can plant 
pumpkin seeds, then we show the 
young people how to plant it and 
what to expect. That’s a really ex-
citing program,” says DeFosses. 
In March, the Garden Club pre-

sented a program on composting, 
and in April, a program on the 
benefits of  bees. Aspiring artists 
can also sign up for “Art in the 
Garden,” taught by experienced 
artists, which will take place on 
Sundays in June.

DeFosses is thrilled to be able 
to do so much this year.

“We’re hitting the ground 
running, as they say, and we’re 
looking also to beautify grow 
spaces in the town of  Bellingham 
as well,” she says. “Fundraising 
will continue these programs and 
expand further.

In mid-April, DeFosses said 
the group was looking to launch 
an improved website to make it 
easier for the community to con-
nect with the group. 

“We have a Facebook page 
that is wonderful, that’s geared a 
lot toward the farm stand,” she 
says. “It also helps for people to 
see how we grow and how they 
can obtain a CSA purchase.”

The new garden club’s focus 
will be on the community in gen-
eral, as well as supporting the 
community garden, explains De-
Fosses. 

“All of  the workshops are 
under the auspices of  the Bell-
ingham Garden Club, including 
the education and the beautifi-
cation,” she points out, “We’re 
looking for members and to get 
those members interested in be-
coming part of  the community, 
to support the Garden Club mis-
sion.”

The Bellingham Garden Club 
meets virtually or in person every 
third Tuesday of  the month. The 
Bellingham Community Garden 
is located at 200 Center St., in 
Bellingham, and their temporary 

site, until the more permanent 
one is established, is at https://
sites.google.com/view/belling-
hamgardenclubma/home . You 
can also search “Bellingham 
Farm Stand” on Facebook.

Interested in becoming a 
member of  the Bellingham Gar-
den Club? Find a registration 
form at https://forms.gle/Uva-
7ZYivyJH2A5ap7

Plots Still Available at Bellingham Community Garden
“We have a total of  40 plots, right now over 80% capacity 

full,” said Micky DeFosses, Bellingham Community Garden 
Manager, in mid-April. DeFosses is in her second year managing 
the garden. “From last year’s membership to this year’s member-
ship, we’ve welcomed a considerable number of  families into the 
community.”

For information on purchasing a plot, email DeFosses at
bellinghamfarmmarket.ed@gmail.com  You can also visit the 

Bellingham (MA) Community Garden and Farmstand Facebook 
page for more information.

Bellingham gardeners Mary, Micky, Jack and Ben eagerly work their 
springtime plots at the Bellingham Community Garden. Interested in 
gardening? Join the new Bellingham Garden Club of Massachusetts!

The Bellingham Community Garden, which will be the site of a number 
of Garden Club programs this year, recently got a donation of mulch 
from Scally’s Tree Service.
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lc CLEANERS, INC.

Same Day Service Mon-Fri (In by 9:00 a.m.)

Family-Owned since 1985
Eco-Friendly

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm | Sat: 8am-3pm

Gould’s Plaza, 74 Main St., Rte. 109 
Medway, MA 02053

508-533-6641
www.tlcdrycleaners1.com

Mass Lottery Tickets sold here!

Drop off 
Location for 

Medway Food 
Pantry.

$5 OFF 
$30 or more in services
Laundered Shirts, Leather, Suede, 

Furs & Alterations excluded.
Incoming Orders only

Expires 5/31/22

For all your dry cleaning  
and alterations needs

B

Local Resident to Bike Cross 
Country for a Cause
By Judith Dorato 
O’Gara

Bellingham native and 
resident Taylor Suther-
land will embark on an 
affordable home-building 
journey this month. On 
May 18th, he’ll join na-
tional non-profit organi-
zation Bike & Build, on a 
ride beginning in Jackson-
ville, Florida and finish-
ing on August 3, 2022, in 
Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia. Bike & Build is dedi-
cated to engaging young 
adults in addressing this 
country’s affordable 
housing crisis through a 
unique adventure/ser-
vice platform. Riders, 
ages 18-29, participate 
in cross-country cycling 
trips to raise money and 
awareness for the cause 
and help at build sites 
along the ride. 

“Volunteering, the concept of  service and giving 
back is what drew me to it,” says Sutherland, who 
learned about the program from a friend he’d met 
while earning his architectural degree from Roger 
Williams.  “A big part of  why I enjoy working as an 
architect is to make an impact in people’s lives and 
in the community around me. I love biking, and 
that, too, is the half  of  it. Riding my bike across the 
country is a goal.” Sutherland, who has some expe-
rience building with his father’s company Jolicoeur 
Overhead Doors and often visits construction sites 
as an architect, adds that the hands-on experience 
will be valuable to him in his chosen career. 

Sutherland has some ex-
perience riding on long bike 
fundraisers. “In the past I’ve 
participated in some other vol-
unteer rides, specifically with 
Bike MS, a 2-day, 150-mile 
ride from Boston to P-town,” 
he notes. To train, Taylor was 
riding 50 miles a day by early 
April, hoping to squeeze in at 
least one 100-day before he 
leaves. “We’re required to log 
500 miles before we leave,” 
says Sutherland. 

About 25-30 riders will be 
in Sutherland’s group, hail-
ing from various parts of  the 
country. 

“The program I’m doing 
offers three different trips, 
Northern, Central South-
ern and Southern. I’m doing 
Southern,” he says. In all, the 
group will have 20 build days, 
helping to erect affordable 
housing.

“The cause is really impor-
tant to me,” says Sutherland. Although he hasn’t 
focused on residential construction so much in his 
career, he says, “I’m pretty aware of  how important 
and how much of  an issue affordable housing is 
in our country. Something I’d like to learn more 
about is being able to advocate, and something that 
is integral to this program is wherever we’re hosted, 
we’ll give presentations to people we’re working 
with on the importance of  affordable housing, why 
it’s important to provide better housing to people of  
different social classes.”

For more information about Bike & Build, visit 
https://bikeandbuild.org .

Taylor Sutherland, from Bellingham, will 
join Bike & Build on a trip from Jacksonville, 
Florida to Santa Barbara, Calif. From May to 
August this year, helping to build homes at 
20 different sites along the way.

Select "Boston" under primary location

Inspectors       Mechanics      Drivers
Detailers      Security Guards

& Hiring Full-Time Positions

KARglobal.com/careers

Hiring Part-Time
Sale Staff

$18/hr
4-hour guaranteed

Hours |  Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Apply Today! 

508-270-5453  |  508-270-5452 
  English Spanish

ADESA Boston is located in Framingham, MA

Hours |  Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.________
& Hiring Full-Time Positions

Inspectors • Mechanics • Drivers
Detailers • Security Guards________

Apply Today!
KARglobal.com/careers

Select “Boston” under primary location

508-270-5453  |  508-270-5452
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ADESA Boston is located in Framingham, MA

Joe The Plumber
508-962-5225

JothePlumber314@aol.com 

DALPE’S P&M SVCS., LTD.

MA Lic.# 11226 
RI Lic.# 1719

Repairs • Installations 
Kitchen & Bath Remodels • Gas Piping

Gas & Oil Heating System 
Installations • Conversions

Joe Corriveau
Master Plumber

DBA

RECYCLE THIS PAPER
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May Performance “a Triumph” for Local Community Chorus
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

When it presents its Spring 
Concert this year, American 
Roadtrip, on May first at 1:30 
p.m., the Greater Milford Com-
munity Chorus will finally be per-
forming a repertoire it planned 
to perform before the pandemic 
shut it down a couple years ago. 

“It’s nice to be able to bring 
that back,” says the chorus di-
rector Mark Schiapucci. “This 
concert we’re performing is the 
concert we were getting ready for 
when COVID struck. It’s some-
thing triumphant, to dust it off 
and pull it off a shelf  and finally 
be able to perform this concert 
we’ve been thinking about for 
two years now.”

The Greater Milford Com-
munity Chorus (GMCC) was 
organized in April 1973. The 
nonprofit draws from communi-
ties all around Milford. Would-
be singers are invited to join in 
on one of  three open audition 
events at the beginning of  each 
season, which includes a holiday 
concert and a springtime concert 
each year. 

“We actually have singers 
from all around the area,” says 
Schiapucci. Right now, he says, 
membership has been down. “In 
a pre-COVID year that number 
would have been about 40, but 
it’s enough to get our concert 
together and carry on, says the 
chorus director.

The volunteer group is open 
to anybody over 18 with a rudi-
mentary understanding of  read-
ing music.

“Though this is my first year 
participating, I have found it fun 
and very rewarding so far to be a 
part of  something like this where 

likeminded singers and music lov-
ers come together to perform,” 
says chorus member Jenn Russo, 
of  Bellingham. “I have loved that 
there are members representing 
all ages and backgrounds.  Mark 
has been amazing – very talented 
and with a wonderful sense of  
humor as he guides us to be our 
best.”

“I’m so relieved and excited 
that we can get back into the 
concert hall,” says Schiapucci, 
himself  a Milford High gradu-
ate, who brought the chorus 
back to the concert hall just this 
past holiday season. “It’s been an 
interesting couple of  years for 
live music,” he says. “There are 
enough challenges, in preparing 
music, without having to do all 
these other things. It’s enough 
to get together in the same room 
with a piano and to make music. 
There’s not really a substitute for 
that.”

The group, says Schiapucci, 
was able to “think outside the 

box” during the lockdown, with 
a virtual concert project dur-
ing the holiday season, in which 
members recorded themselves at 
home and those clips were ed-
ited and merged, and then last 
spring, with an outdoor socially 
distanced concert.

“I was very proud, that even 
in the lockdown year, we were 
able to keep music going and 
the group active, which was a 
big priority for me, especially 
a group like this, where singers 
aren’t paid. If  you don’t keep up 
momentum you risk the program 
falling apart,” says Schiapucci, 
who laughingly notes, I don’t 
miss rehearsing over Zoom, I’ll 
tell you that. It just really goes 
to prove how much people love 
and are devoted to music in their 
lives.”

For more information on join-
ing the Greater Milford Commu-
nity Chorus, visit

www.greatermilfordcommu-
nitychorus.org

Used Books & More
Turn in gently used books

for store credit
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@LoveYourShelfUsedBooks

�������������������������������
���
���

(508) 657-0124
15 N. Main St., Suite A-6 • Bellingham, MA

loveyourshelfusedbooks.square.site

Used Books & More
Turn in gently used books

for store credit
(508) 657-0124

@LoveYourShelfUsedBooks

�������������������������������
���
���

633 Rathbun St.
Blackstone, MA 01504
508-883-8881
Open SaturdayS, 8am–nOOn 

MA State Inspections
Oil & Filter Change
Tires—All Brands
Computer Engine Analysis

Mufflers
Shocks & Struts
Brakes & Tune-ups
Axles & CV Joints

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Get your 
MA 

Inspection 
HERE!

To ADVERTISE in THIS PAPER 
Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544

Local Town Pages 
Is Looking for 

Writers!
Our Town Publishing is currently seeking freelance 

writers local to the Metrowest area to cover stories for 
our nine publications which cover the towns of  Ashland, 
Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale, Natick, 
Norfolk, Norwood, Medway, Millis, and Wrentham. 

If  you’re interested, please send a resume and two 
writing samples to editor@franklintownnews.com.
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MIKE KELLEY
508-657-1116 or mkelley@massrenewables.net

www.MassRenewables.net

$0 DOWN!
You Own the 

System

GROUND MOUNT • ROOF MOUNT • PRODUCTION GUARANTEE

Based in Bellingham • Installing Solar in Bellingham since 2009
References Available

CALL 
NOW 

FOR MORE
INFO!

Make Your Mother’s Day Reservations NOW!
9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon
508-473-5079  |  508-478-0871

www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England  New England  
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Clean-Ups • Mowing • Mulch & More
Book your FREE ESTIMATE todayl

508-962-3926 or 
PrecisionGreenLandscaping@gmail.com

May is for the Mamas!
By Ashley Kazijian

None of  us would be here without our mothers. No matter who 
you call Mom, that very special day in May is right around the corner 
and here are some ways to celebrate that very special person:

Brunch and bites:
• Lowell’s Restaurant (Mendon)
• Coachmen’s Lodge (Bellingham)
• Kay’s Restaurant (Woonsocket, RI)
• Galliford’s Restaurant and Tavern (Mendon)
• Lake Pearl (Wrentham)
• 3 Restaurant (Franklin)
• Primavera (Millis)
• King Street Cafe (Franklin)
• GlenPharmer Distillery (Franklin)
• Birchwood Bakery (Franklin)

Events:
• Mother’s Day Market (Redemption Rock Brewing Co., Worces-

ter)
• Wicked Tulips Flower Farm - PYO experiences (multiple loca-

tions)
• Vandervalk Farm and Winery (Mendon)

Gifts:
• CBD Releaf  Center (Bellingham)
• Vivilicious Artisanal Delicacies (Bellingham)
• Runways Salon (Bellingham)
• Piette Jewelers (Bellingham)
• Brian’s Country Greenery (Bellingham)
• Fiori Florals (Franklin)
• Halo Beauty Salon (Bellingham)
• Ulta Beauty (Bellingham)
• The Paper Store (Bellingham)
• New Beauty Nail Lounge and Spa (Bellingham)
• Bellacure Nails and Spa (Bellingham)

Art Heals: Shine Your Light 
Chalk Festival 
An Evening Chalk Walk at BVT to Take Place May 12th

Student artists at Blackstone Valley Regional 
Vocational Technical High School (BVT) in Upton 
will get creative for a cause by sharing their per-
sonal stories through their artwork to help raise 
awareness of  mental health and support teen sui-
cide prevention.

As an artist, you intuitively 
know that creating a visual 
image through any medium 
can produce physical and 
emotional benefits for you, 
the creator, and those who 
view it. The Art Heals: Shine 
Your Light Chalk Festival on 
Thursday, May 12th, is all 
about the healing power of  
art. The school campus at 65 
Pleasant Street in Upton will 
come alive with color, creativ-
ity, and meaning as student 
artists create unique sidewalk 
chalk murals that reflect their 
mental health stories on the 
theme of  light and how “art heals.” In collabora-
tion with the School Based Health Center, they’ll 
showcase art as a positive way of  expressing emo-
tions, diminishing negative feelings and thoughts. 

An Evening Chalk Walk
Later that evening, the community is welcomed 

to attend an evening chalk walk from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. to view the completed masterpieces. The 
event is free and open to the public. It’s an oppor-

tunity to connect with 
others in a shared ap-
preciation and aware-
ness of  how art can be 
used as a strategic tool 
in the treatment of  
mental health. 

This event is possi-
ble in partnership with 
BVT’s Visual Arts De-
partment, School Based 
Health Center, and 
supported by grants 
from Grafton, Men-
don, Milford, and Mill-
ville Cultural Councils 
(Mass Cultural Coun-
cil’s Local Cultural 

Councils Program).
Please visit the school website www.valleytech.

k12.ma.us/artheals2022 as all events are subject to 
change. 
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165 Poplar St., Woonsocket, RI

www.GladuWrecking.comwww.GladuWrecking.com

Best Prices & 
Great Service
Servicing Southern 

MA & RI

10 - 15 - 20 - 25 yd.
Dumpster Rentals

401-769-9125   www.GladuSelfStorage.com401-769-9125   www.GladuSelfStorage.com

Storage Units
5x10 • 10x10 • 10x15 • 10x20

Store Your 
Stuff With Us. 

You’ll Be  
GLAD U Did!

Bellingham Cubs Celebrate Achievements 
at Blue and Gold Ceremony
By Jennifer Russo

The Cub Scout Blue and 
Gold ceremony is a long-stand-
ing tradition where cubs cel-
ebrate meeting their various 
requirements to move to the next 
rank of  their scouting journey. 
This annual banquet is met with 
excitement as scouts and parents 
come together to honor these 
achievements, share a meal, and 
participate in some fun activities.  
The ceremony also celebrates 
the founding of  the Boy Scouts 
of  America back in 1910, with 
the Cub Scout branch kicking off 
in 1916.

The colors blue and gold have 
specific meaning for the Cub 
Scouts.  Blue symbolizes the sky, 
loyalty, spirituality, and truth.  
Gold stands for the sun, happi-
ness, and good cheer. This was 
fitting as the sunshine poured 
through the windows of  the 
function room at River Falls res-
taurant in Woonsocket, Rhode 
Island.  The space was decorated 
with these colors – centerpieces, 
balloons and a glorious stand of  
cupcakes all sported blue and 
gold to remind the audience of  
these important traits. 

The scouts and their parents 
arrived wearing their various 
uniforms and immediately were 
drawn to a table full of  raffle 
baskets that included everything 
from Pop Its to Nerf  guns, games 
and Funko Pop figures, along 
with a money tree that had an 
array of  folded bills and gift cards 
attached. Families then enjoyed 
a delicious dinner of  chicken, 
meatballs, pasta, and salad as 
they talked about upcoming sum-
mer plans, camping trips, spring 
sports and other activities they 
are planning to participate in.

After the meal, winners of  
the Pinewood Derby held earlier 
this year were recognized with 
medals and trophies, as well as 
laminated certificates for the 
superlative car design wins. Fol-
lowing these recognitions, scouts 
were called up by den and asked 
if  they were willing and ready to 
move into the next rank, given a 
badge for that rank and had their 
faces painted as part of  the cer-
emony.  

The marks are specific to 
rank.  For example, those who 
are mobbing to Bobcat rank 
are painted with three red lines 

across the bridge of  their nose, 
symbolizing the 3 “steps” they 
have taken to earn this rank – 
learning the promise, the law of  
the pack and the motto. Those 
who are moving up to Wolf  rank 
are marked with two brown in-
verted V shapes above their eye-
brows, signifying the “ears” of  
the wolf  and expressing eager-
ness to listen.

Additionally, those that had 
achieved the Arrow of  Light 
in a ceremony earlier this year 
called the Bridge Crossing were 
recognized. Those cub scouts 
moved to the Boy Scout rank 
and received wooden arrows and 
their new badges. Scouts which 
moved to the Boy Scouts were 
Colin Brooks, CJ Schmaelzle, 
Colin Barrows, Riley Parker, and 
AJ Hagopian.

After the ceremonial piece, 
scouts eagerly looked at their 
raffle tickets as winners were an-
nounced for the various prizes 
and enjoyed their cupcakes.

Cub Scout leaders were then 
recognized with years of  service 
pins and as many will be tran-
sitioning out of  their respective 
positions. Parents were encour-
aged to step in to fill the roles 
and continue the work that has 
been done for our local Pack 118.  
The support of  the adults in our 
community to make the program 
successful is critical.

If  you are interested in sign-
ing your child up for the Belling-
ham Scouts, a leadership position 
within the pack, or to learn more 
about the program, please visit 
BeAScout.org

Bellingham Cub Scouts  
held their Blue & Gold 

Ceremony on April 8th.



Page 14	   Bellingham Bulletin Local Town Pages  |  www.bellinghambulletin.com 	 May 2022

If you’re looking to refinance or buy a home, we offer mortgage solutions 
that are YOUnique. At Charles River Bank, our Mortgage Consultants will 

provide the expertise you need and a truly YOUnique banking experience.

Talk with a Charles River Bank Mortgage Consultant today, or visit our 
online Mortgage Center anytime. We’ll show you why  

Charles River Bank is YOUnique. 

With ourYOUnique mortgage 
options, your dreams can come true.    

CharlesRiverBank.com

70 Main Street • Medway 
2 South Maple Street • Bellingham
1 Hastings Street • Mendon

508-533-8661

10" x 6" Bellingham Bulletin

Member FDIC, Member DIF Equal Housing Lender NMLS# 743045

From the Town Clerk:
May 3rd Election News

Our Local Town Election will take place on Tuesday, May 3rd at the Bellingham High School
Gymnasium. The polling hours will be from 12:00 Noon until 8:00 PM. There will be no Early Voting 

hours for this election, so anyone who is unable to make it to the polls must apply for an Absentee Ballot. 
Applications are available at bellinghamma.org, on the Town Clerk’s webpage. If  you have any questions, 
please contact my office at (508) 657-2830.  

The ballot is as follows:	
	 Selectmen for 3 years (1 open position)	 Sahan Sahin
	 Town Moderator for 3 years (1 position)	 Michael B. Carr (Incumbent)	
	 Town Clerk for 3 years (1 position)		 Lawrence J. Sposato, Jr. (Incumbent)
	 Constable for 3 years (4 positions)		  David H. Brown (Incumbent)
						      Richard J. Martinelli (Incumbent)
						      William Paine (Incumbent)
						      William Roberts (Incumbent)
	 Library Trustee for 3 years (2 positions)	 Nicole Buckley (Incumbent)
						      Open
	 Planning Board for 3 years (2 positions)	 Phillip Devine (Incumbent)
						      Elizabeth Berthelette (Incumbent)
						      Nick Mobilia
	 School Committee			   Jennifer L. Altomonte (Incumbent)
						      Michael Reed, Jr. (Incumbent)

May 25th Spring Town Meeting News
The Annual Spring Town Meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 25th, 7:30 p.m., at the Bellingham 

High School Auditorium. Copies of  the Warrant are available online at bellingham.org. Copies of  the 
Finance Committee’s Recommendations will be available in the Town Clerk’s office ten days prior to the 
Town Meeting. Hope to see you at the Town Election and Town Meeting!

Blackstone 
Valley Tech to 
Host Annual Golf 
Tourney in June

It’s not a day at the beach; it’s so much better! It would 
be a hazard if  you didn’t register now for BVT’s 23rd 
Annual Golf  Tournament to be held on Monday, June 
13th, at Highfields Golf  & Country Club. A fun-filled 
day of  golfing will benefit the Valley Tech Education 
Foundation and Athletic Department activities and pro-
grams.

Your registration (individual golfer $150/golf  four-
some $125 per person) includes 18 holes on the cham-
pionship course, a golf  cart, delicious snacks, a silent 
auction, and raffles, all to help support a special cause. 
Not a golfer? Sponsor a tee, a putting green, or a cart to 
display your company name in the program proudly and 
during the event.

The day promises to be full of  fun and friendly com-
petition. For all tournament details, to view sponsorship 
opportunities, donate a raffle item, access the online 
golfer registration and payment portal, visitwww.val-
leytech.k12.ma.us/golftournament. Register today to 
secure your spot
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AFFORDABLE HOUSE CLEANING
Discounts offered on WINTER CLEANING:
25% OFF all cleaning; 30% OFF for seniors.

Twenty+ years’ experience, personalized service. 
Always me, all the time. Excellent local references. 

Weekly, bi-weekly, one time. 
Free estimates. “I love what I do and you will too!” 

Call Debby - 508-380-9654.
421 Pulaski Blvd, 

Bellingham, MA 02019
774-460-6084 Limited time offer; not valid with any other offers.

421 Pulaski Blv 
Bellingham, MA 02019
774-460-6084

375 Putnam Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
401-757-6872

10%    FF
MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE

MONEY-SAVING COUPON!

HOURS:HOURS:  
MON–SAT, MON–SAT, 

10AM–7PM; 10AM–7PM; 
SUNDAY, SUNDAY, 

11AM–4PM11AM–4PM

CURBSIDE PICKUP OR YOU CAN COME IN!

ReleafCenter1@gmail.com                   www.myCBDreleafcenter.com

Discounts 
Available for
Seniors & Veterans

FREE

SAMPLES

YOUR NEXT PURCHASE!

Ernest A. Taft Jr. Museum Grand 
Reopening, May 22nd at 12 Noon

Bellingham Historical Com-
mission Announces the Grand 
Re-Opening of  the Ernest A. 
Taft Jr. Historical Museum, 3 
Common Street, with a Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony on Sunday, 
May 22nd at 12 noon, prior to 
the start of  the Memorial Day 
Parade.  The museum will be 
open that day from 11 a.m. until 
at least 2 p.m.

Over the past two years the 
Commission members, with 
the cooperation of  the Town, 
have spent untold hours reno-
vating both the physical space 
and organizing the collections 
to highlight the best of  Belling-
ham history.  The physical space 
has newly painted walls, bright 
lights, and new flooring and the 
collections organized by topic.

On entering, you will find a 
summary of  the history of  Bell-
ingham by the century. In the 
main display you will see some 
of  the Town’s best historical as-
sets, including the Boston Post 
Cane, Amethyst that was mined 

on Rose Avenue, a toddler dress 
(with pantaloons!) that was worn 
by Alice Burr in the 1830s, as 
well as books and written mate-
rials that are hundreds of  years 
old.  Other amazing items in the 
collection include:  a quilt that 
was made by the Ladies Aid So-
ciety of  the First Baptist Church 
between 1903 and 1916; a horse-
drawn sleigh that was used to 
deliver groceries in Bellingham 
in the early 1900s; a 1891 bell 
from the Center School; and 
1831 Boston to Bellingham mile 
marker; a 1919 Estey Folding 
Organ that was commonly used 
by chaplains during World War 
II, and so much more!

Over the past year, we have 
acquired a few new items, in-
cluding a doll house replica of  
the 1820 Cape Cod home lo-
cated at 156 Mechanic Street, 
a medical kit from a Bellingham 
woman who was Mrs. Babe 
Ruth’s personal nurse, and a 
home-made cobbler’s bench 
from the early 1900s

Our sections include:  Mu-
nicipal & Schools, Home & 
Farming, Transportation & 
Manufacturing, Sports & Rec-
reation, Civil Defense & Public 
Safety, and Military. We also 
provide an extensive collection 
of  research materials including 
a complete set of  the Crimpville 
Comments, Annual Town Re-
ports, Yearbooks and so much 
more!

We would like to thank Town 
Administrator Denis Fraine, 
Town Carpenter Ron Paul-
hus, and all of  the Commis-
sion Members and volunteers 
who worked together to make 
the renovation and reorganiza-
tion possible.  We will announce 
hours and open by appointment 
scheduling in the near future so 
stay tuned.

We look forward to seeing 
you on May 22nd or some other 
date soon!

St. Vincent de Paul 
Clothing Drive

The Society of  Saint Vincent de Paul will be having a clothing 
drive the weekend of  June 4th and 5th in the parking lot of  St. 
Blaise Parish. The donation trailer will be parked at the back of  
the St. Blaise parking lot. The trailer will be open for donations 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday (6/4) and 8 a.m. to 12 noon on Sunday 
(6/5). We will accept all clean usable clothing and shoes, bagged 
and boxed. 

We cannot accept furniture, household appliances or bric-a-
brac. So, start your spring cleaning now and gather up your no 
longer wanted but still usable items and help our neighbors in need 
while fulfilling the mission of  the Society by putting the Gospel 
message into action:  “As long as you did it for these, the least of  my breth-
ren you did it for me.” (Matthew 25:40)

A Busy May for 
Ladies of St. Anne

•	 The Ladies of  St Anne Sodality will hold their annual plant 
sale after Masses at St. Blaise parish on May 21-22.   Each pot 
will feature three different varieties of  flowers and be perfect for 
adding color to your home garden or planting at the cemetery 
for Memorial Day. Each pot costs $5. 

•	 On Sunday, May 29, at the St. Blaise 10 a.m. Mass, Ladies of  
St. Anne members will honor deceased Sodality members who 
died within the past year. Family members will receive invita-
tions to attend the memorial for their loved ones.  

•	 Applications for the Ladies of  St. Anne Scholarship can be 
found on the St. Blaise website, saintblaise.org, and are being 
accepted until May 15. Parishioners who will graduate high 
school and are planning on attending college or are already en-
rolled in college are encouraged to apply. Multiple $500 schol-
arships may be awarded.

•	 Our next meeting will be on May 12 at 7 p.m. in the St. Blaise 
parish hall.  Please remember to bring a non-perishable item 
for the Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry.  

BELLINGHAM

SALES • TOWING • COLLISION REPAIR
All Work Guaranteed • Enterprise® Rentals Available 

508-883-3108 RS#2912
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508-473-7939
160 South Main St (Rt 140)

Milford, MA 01757

508-528-3344 
750 Union Street

Franklin, MA 02038

Surgery Center
145 West St., Milford

508-381-6040

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.    Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

iStent Inject and Microgoniotomy for Glaucoma
By: Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

What is glaucoma and how is it 
treated?

Glaucoma is a chronic disease 
defined by characteristic optic 
nerve damage.  It is a multi-fac-
torial disease with over 300 dif-
ferent anatomic variations and 
affects over 40,000,000 people 
worldwide.  Glaucoma is a slowly 
progressive and irreversible dis-
ease and, in most cases, causes 
a painless loss of  eyesight.  It is, 
in short, “the silent sneak thief  
of  sight”. The damage to the 
optic nerve is commonly caused 
by a fluid imbalance, or pressure, 
in the eye, as well as possible al-
terations in the blood flow to the 
optic nerve.  It is well established 
that lowering the intraocular 
pressure can slow the process of  
optic nerve damage.  The degree 
of  pressure lowering necessary to 
prevent optic nerve damage is in-
dividualized for each person and 
each optic nerve.  The greater 
the optic nerve damage, the 
lower the intraocular pressure is 
needed to achieve stability and 

prevent further optic nerve dam-
age and further visual field loss.

If  glaucoma is left untreated 
you may experience vision loss 
and eventual blindness.  Treat-
ment strategies for glaucoma 
are individualized to achieve the 
greatest lowering of  the intraocu-
lar pressure with the least amount 
of  risk to the individual’s eyesight 
and well-being.  Commonly, in 
the United States, topical medi-
cations are used as a first line of  
treatment.  In many situations, 
multiple medications are tried to 
achieve the desired pressure level.  
Unfortunately, there can be diffi-
culties with compliance, cost and 
side effects with many of  these 
medications and laser therapy is 
commonly substituted as a first 
line of  therapy.  
What is the iStent® trabecular 
micro-bypass stent? 

Minimally invasive glaucoma 
surgical procedures, so-called 
MIGS involve alterations of  the 
drainage area that are performed 
inside the eye.  The iStent® tra-
becular micro-bypass stent is 
a surgical therapy for patients 
who have mild to moderate open 

angle glaucoma and have been 
tried possibly on topical medi-
cations or laser therapy.  It is 
designed to improve the aque-
ous outflow to better lower the 
intraocular pressure and reduce 
the need for medications.  The 
iStent® is the smallest medical 
device approved by the FDA to 
date.  It is placed in the eye into 

the drainage area, so-called Sch-
lemm’s Canal through the tra-
becular meshwork. The iStent® 
is an elective procedure.  The iS-
tent® is potentially beneficial in 
helping to reduce the number of  
glaucoma medications and drops 
needed to control this condition.
What is microgoniotomy surgery?  

Microgoniotomy surgery 
(using the iAccess trabecular 
trephine device from Glaukos) 
is another type of  MIGS. This 
procedure provides control of  the 
eye pressure at lower risk than 
more traditional glaucoma sur-
geries. It alters the eye’s drainage 
system to lower the eye pressure 
and reduce the need for medica-
tions. Microgoniotomy can be 
done standalone or combined 
with iStents during cataract sur-
gery in a tissue sparing fashion 
to improve resistance to outflow 
in glaucoma. This tissue-sparing 
procedure can help lower the 
pressure even more compared 
to implanting iStent alone.  Dur-
ing this procedure and  ophthal-
mologist (Eye MD/ surgeon) will 
make 3 trephination cuts in a 
part of  the eye’s drainage system 
called the trabecular meshwork. 
This will allow fluid to leave the 
eye much easier.
Benefits (how the surgery can 
help)

The goal of  the iStent and 
microgoniotomy surgery is to 
lower your eye pressure and help 

preserve vision. It will not bring 
back vision already lost from 
glaucoma. After implantation, 
many patients are able to better 
control their eye pressure with 
fewer medications.
Risks 

As with any surgery, there are 
risks with the iStent and microgo-
niotomy procedure. The surgery 
may not lower the eye pressure or 
control the glaucoma even when 
it is properly performed. In ad-
dition, sometimes there can be 
complications that do not appear 
in the early post operative period 
but may develop days, months or 
years later.  Further treatment or 
surgery to treat those complica-
tions may be needed.  As with 
any intraocular surgery, there 
may be loss of  vision, blindness, 
loss of  the eye, as well as bleed-
ing, infection and injury to the 
eye or nearby body parts.

At Milford Franklin Eye Cen-
ter, we use state-of-the-art tech-
nology and lasers to diagnose 
and treat a variety of  eye prob-
lems, including glaucoma. We 
offer high-definition optic coher-
ence tomography testing (OCT) 
that can predict glaucoma before 
it even happens. We also offer 
laser treatment when medica-
tions alone are not enough. All 
our offices are equipped with 
OCT and state-of-the-art com-
puterized visual field testing. 
We operate in a state-of-the-art 
surgery center close to home, 
here at the Cataract and Laser 
Surgery Center of  Milford. Are 
you still being directed to go to 
Waltham and Attleboro for your 
eye surgery?  Call us for a second 
opinion! We were among the 
first surgeons in New England 
to introduce this new technology 
and we offer stellar outcomes 
closer to home. With 20 years 
of  established experience and 
tens of  thousands of  procedures 
performed, we are happy to offer 
state-of-the-art medical and sur-
gical eye care and now the iS-
tent inject /microgoniotomy for 
treatment of  glaucoma closer to 
home than ever before.

For more details, see our ad on this 
page.

To ADVERTISE in THIS PAPER 
Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544
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Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

508.634.2500  
MilfordFederal.com                    

Milford Federal Bank

Business Banking Solutions

Our Business Banking team is committed to the growth and success of your business 
through our local decision-making and a relationship-based approach. 

Learn more at MilfordFederal.com!

Commercial Lending
Cash Management 

Payment Solutions
Business Accounts 

NMLS#465956

Insured MA MA License

u Serving Bellingham since 1991 u

508-883-7912

Call for your Free Estimate!

u  Siding u Windows u Roofing u

VALLEE’SVALLEE’S  
EXTERIOREXTERIOR

HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.

VALLEE’S 
EXTERIOR

HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.

Looking to Rent in Bellingham? Be Flexible (and Careful!)
By David Dunbar

“Be positive.  Pay attention.  
Don’t give up!  Keep looking… 
every day new listings come up.”

If  you’re looking for a rental 
apartment, house, or condo in 
Bellingham, take to heart the 
above advice from realtor Mi-
chelle Sebio Savje.  She has been 
in the business for 20 years and 
says she has never seen rental 
prices this high.

 “I think we’ll continue to 
see rents increase over the next 
six months, and likely the next 
year,” reports Jon Leckie, a data 
journalist at Rent.com. “We had 
expected increases to be smaller 
because year-over-year prices in 
2021 were compared to a de-
pressed market in 2020, but so 
far that hasn’t been the case and 
rents continue to climb at similar 

rates to what we saw in 2021.”
Bellingham only has a handful 

of  rentals on the market.  There 
are more in neighboring towns 
including Franklin, Milford, and 
Woonsocket, RI.

Finding a suitable rental is 
time consuming, frustrating, and 
sometimes dangerous.  Sebio 
Savje Premier Realty owner 
Michelle says, “There are many 
avenues to pursue.  Facebook 
Marketplace, Craigslist, local 
newspapers, and social media 
can be helpful.”  Also check Rent.
com, ApartmentGuide.com and 
MLS.  But she warns of  “shady” 
offers by scammers that ask for 
your financial information.

“If  anyone wants money be-
fore you even see the property, 
then it’s probably a scam,” says 
Sebio Savje.

“I advertise all of  my proper-
ties on Facebook Marketplace,” 
says Josh Harris who owns Em-
pire Properties (part of  Harris 
& Company Landscape Design 
and Construction in Belling-
ham).  Empire owns 18 proper-
ties in the area.

He typically posts an available 
property and “30 people mes-
sage me that they’re interested.”  
He responds with a question-
naire and offer to talk.  Fifteen 
respond.  Five actually show up 
for a meeting.  Three fill out ap-
plications.  And only one or two 
get approved.

Harris started out in the rental 
business by “house hacking” 
with his family in Northbridge in 
2006.  And by house hacking, he 
means purchasing a house and 
then renting out half  of  it.  “You 

get a lower interest rate and in-
come,” he notes.

Empire Properties will have 
one rental available May 1.  It’s 
a three-bedroom unit in Belling-
ham.  If  you’re interested, get 
on Facebook and send Harris a 
message.

Some advice from Jon Leckie: 
“If  renters are looking to save 
money in a tight market, they’ll 
need to negotiate with their land-
lords.  I would encourage renters 
to be prepared and to do their 
homework before coming to the 
negotiating table.  Research the 
local rental market.  Show the 
landlord you’re willing to move 
on price, but those prices should 
be in line with historical trends 
and the local market.”

“If  that fails, renters should 
look to make landlord friendly 

concessions,” Leckie continues.  
“Things like longer lease terms, 
giving up a parking space, or flex-
ibility on certain maintenance re-
sponsibilities can all bring down 
prices and are enticing to land-
lords.”

Given the highly competitive 
nature of  the local rental market, 
negotiating with the landlord 
may not produce the results you 
want but is worth a try.

Sebio Savje suggests finding 
a reliable, trustworthy real estate 
agent who can help you locate 
the best property, negotiate with 
the landlord, complete all the pa-
perwork while avoiding scams.  
As for right now, “you might just 
want to wait it out,” she says, 
“look again as rentals become 
more available and affordable.”

Members of Massachusetts 
Congressional Delegation Call to Stop 
Closure of Leeds VA Medical Center

WASHINGTON, D.C. – On 
April 15th,  Rules Committee 
Chairman Jim McGovern (MA-
02) led nearly every member of  
the Massachusetts Congressional 
delegation, including Senators 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and 
Ed Markey (D-MA), and Rep-
resentatives Richard Neal (MA-
01), Stephen Lynch (MA-08), 
Bill Keating (MA-09), Katherine 
Clark (MA-05), Ayanna Pressley 
(MA-07), Lori Trahan (MA-03), 

and Jake Auchincloss (MA-04), in 
calling on the U.S. Department 
of  Veterans Affairs to reconsider 
their recent recommendation to 
close the Central Western Massa-
chusetts Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in Leeds, Massachusetts. 
Their concerns are the closure 
of  the center could jeopardize 
the essential care veterans living 
in Central and Western Massa-
chusetts earned during their time 
in service.

Full text of  letter at https://
mcgovern.house.gov/uploaded-
files/cwm_vamc_closure_letter.
pdf

CONCRETE SPECIALISTSCONCRETE SPECIALISTS
We specialize in all phases of concreteWe specialize in all phases of concrete

••  Aggregate
••  Stamped
••  Acrylic stain sealed
••  Colored
••  Resurfacing

145 North Washington Street, Norton MA 02766
Call Steve: 774-712-5925

Email: stevedelancey@gmail.com

••  Pressure washing
••  Rip out and re-pours
••  Pool aprons
••  Custom designs and patterns  

Built to fit all needs.

Walkways - Patios - Driveways
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Let Robert Roofing Let Robert Roofing 
& Gutters help!& Gutters help!

• Free Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• Serving the South Shore 
   & Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene
857-247-8709

robertroofingandgutters.com
One Call Sends a Roofer, Not a Salesman

Is Your Spring To-Do List Is Your Spring To-Do List 
Too Much For You To Handle?Too Much For You To Handle?

New Roof Installation

New Roof Installation

Fascia, Soffit, Trim
Fascia, Soffit, Trim

Seamless Gutters
Seamless Gutters

Chimney Re-Leading

Chimney Re-Leading

Window Installation

Window Installation

Skylight Installation

Skylight Installation

SidingSiding

PEACE OF MIND
PEACE OF MIND
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JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-4522   •    www.mygaragedoor.com

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
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With a Wi-FI garage door 
opener, you’ll always know your 
little ones are protected. 

©2018 LiftMaster All Rights Reserved. Wi-Fi is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance. Apple® and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

LiftMaster© 87504 
Garage Door 
Opener

SAFE IN YOUR HANDS WITH WI-FI®

You can check if the 
garage door was left 
open — and close 
it  — right from your 
smartphone.
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Winter Recovery Assistance Program (WRAP) to Provide $845K for 8th Worcester District 
State Representative Michael 

J. Soter (R-Bellingham) is pleased 
to announce that the House and 
Senate have agreed to a supple-
mental spending bill that will pro-
vide $100 million in road funding 
for cities and towns as part of  
a Winter Recovery Assistance 
Program (WRAP), including 
$845,379 for the 8th Worcester 
District. 

Under the supplemental 
spending bill, the following will be 
distributed to the respective 8th 
Worcester District town: 
Town of  Bellingham: $308,362  
Town of  Blackstone: $137,016  
Town of  Millville: $73,934  
Town of  Uxbridge: $326,068  

Representative Soter voted 
to support the additional fund-
ing for municipalities when the 
FY22 supplemental budget first 
came before the House on March 
9. The Senate approved its own 
version of  the spending plan on 
March 24, and both branches 
were able to reconcile the differ-
ences between the two bills on 
March 31. The final compromise 
bill is now on Governor Charlie 
Baker’s desk for his review and 
signature. 

“After passing the transpor-
tation infrastructure bill earlier 
this week, I’m delighted to see 
even more funding flow into the 
district for our roadways,” com-
mented State Representative 
Soter. “This funding will help our 

towns cross projects off of  their 
priority lists and make significant 
improvements to the roads we use 
every day. With this base funding, 
we can turn our attention to the 
many grant programs that will be 
opening in the coming months.” 

The passage of  the supple-
mental budget came just one day 
after the House approved a $350 
million bond bill to help main-
tain municipal roads and bridges 
under the state’s Chapter 90 pro-
gram and to provide additional 
funding for several transportation-

related municipal grant programs, 
including the Municipal Small 
Bridge Program and the Com-
plete Streets Program. That bill, 
House Bill 4638, is now before the 
Senate awaiting further action. 

Although Chapter 90 funding 
is allocated using a formula that 
takes into account the weighted 
average of  a community’s local 
road mileage, population and 
employment, the WRAP funding 
will be distributed to communi-
ties using a formula based strictly 
on local road miles. According to 

Representative Soter, the WRAP 
funding can be used for recon-
structing, resurfacing, and strip-
ing roads, as well as for repairing 
or replacing traffic lights, signage, 
guardrails and storm grates. 

Under the Chapter 90 pro-
gram, cities and towns pay for eli-

gible expenses and then receive 
reimbursement from the state. 
Representative Soter said the 
WRAP funding is structured so 
that the money is provided up-
front to cities and towns to spend 
on local roadway priorities. 

Year round – Full time/Part Time
Driver’s License Required

 Up to 104K for the right person
Call Kathy @ 617.924.8322 (Texts Not Accepted)

$1,000.00 Sign on Bonus*
Conditions Apply

Equal Opportunity Employer

TREE CLIMBER & LABORER WANTED

PHYSICAL THERAPY MEDICAL BILLING 
& COLLECTION SPECIALIST

Account Matters, Inc. is a full-service Physical Therapy Medical Billing Service 
Company in Bellingham, MA.  We are currently seeking a FT/40 HR/WK  PT Billing 
& Collection Specialist. Strong attention to detail along with a track record of reli-
ability, confidentiality, and conscientious work. HS Diploma required. Experience 
preferred but will train the right candidate. 

Benefits include: Health/Dental Ins, Flexible Schedule, PTO, Holidays, Gym 
Membership, Rewards Program.

$16-$22/hr depending on experience. This is not a remote position. 
To learn more about this position or to apply, please visit accountmattersma.

com.  
We value diversity and welcome candidates from all backgrounds to apply. 

Bellingham Kenpo Karate
ONE MONTH FREE TRIAL!

Traditional Values & Training
Family-Oriented Environment

Karate & Aikido
Cardio Kickboxing 1-hour class for $5.00

A place where kids can learn discipline, respect, self-control, 
and focus, and gain confidence. 

Adults can get in shape, relieve stress, and learn 
self-defense.  A place that is affordable and offers discounts to 
families so that they can bond and share experiences as they 
learn and progress through the ranks of martial arts together.

Bellingham Kenpo Karate
116 Mechanic St., Bellingham MA

(directly across from post office)

781-856-5914
KarateBellingham.com
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Michelle Sebio Savje
508-561-4257

Although the real estate market “MAY” Although the real estate market “MAY” 
still be crazy,  I have over 20+ years’ still be crazy,  I have over 20+ years’ 

experience to help you through it.experience to help you through it.

You can trust me to do my very best to You can trust me to do my very best to 
help you through it.help you through it.

Remember, if you want to BUY or SELL, Remember, if you want to BUY or SELL, 
Call Michelle!Call Michelle!

Remember, if you want to BUY or SELL, call Michelle!

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

Women’s Fashion Shoes in 
hard-to-find sizes

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

WE’VE MOVED!
1255 Worcester Road, Framingham

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

Mention this ad and save $15.00 OFF your purchase!
(Expires June 30th)

Residential &
Commercial Roofing Contractor

QUALITY   MASTER

MA Lic. #116815 RI Lic. #9058

508-966-0306 or 1-800-662-4443 
Visit our website at:

www.cooksroofing.com

Bellingham’s #1 Choice in Roofers

SNOW 
PLOWING
SANDING
SALTING
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BVT’s Ireland-Themed Fundraising Dinner a Great Success
Irish eyes were smiling at 

Blackstone Valley Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School’s 

28th Annual Superintendent’s 
Gourmet Dinner held at the 
school on St. Patrick’s Day. There 

were many 
smiles and 
a lot to cel-
ebrate.

Each year, 
students in 
the Culinary 
Arts program 
look for-
ward to the 
Superinten-
dent’s Gour-
met Dinner, 
a culmination of  months of  
preparation. The planning and 
production of  the gourmet din-
ner give students a taste of  what 
skills are necessary for success in 
the food, beverage, and hospi-
tality industry. This fine-dining 
experience is the school’s largest 
fundraiser.

The gourmet dinner was es-
tablished to support technology 
advancement at the school and, 
through the years, many initia-
tives benefiting student learning. 
Since 1995, the annual dinner 
has raised awareness of  voca-
tional-technical education by 
showcasing the skills of  the shops 
involved. Each year, during the 
first few weeks of  the school year, 
Culinary Arts seniors complete 
a rigorous selection process that 
consists in nominating and voting 
on a theme for the dinner. Sub-
sequently, the menu and decora-
tions are all based on the selected 
theme.

The Culinary Arts program 
has produced dinners with a 
wide variety of  themes, from 
“The New Millennium” in 2000 
to “A White House State Dinner” 

in 2009, and across the United 
States from Las Vegas to Holly-
wood and New England to Ha-
waii. Around the globe, they’ve 
gone from China to the Roman 
Empire, and France, Italy, Spain, 
Greece, Moscow, and this year, 
they enjoyed Ireland. 

Over the years, the themed 
dinners have included events 
such as a “Kentucky-Derby” 
meal in 2017, which brought the 
“greatest two minutes in sports” 
to life by celebrating the food 
and culture surrounding the na-
tion’s longest continuously held 
sporting event with a menu of  
authentic southern fare. In 2015, 
the food and culture of  the 1920s 
was celebrated with a dazzling 
Gatsby-themed dinner, wor-
thy of  approval from the Great 
Gatsby himself.

While a large group of  stu-
dents and staff  contributes to 
the success of  each dinner, key 
personnel make up the Execu-
tive Board in Culinary Arts. The 
executive positions include a food 
crew with a General Manager, 
two Executive Chefs, two Execu-
tive Pastry Chefs, and two Garde 

Managers responsible for cold 
food. In addition to a Beverage 
Manager, Sous Chef, Banquet 
Managers, Photographer/Social 
Media, Emcee, and Decorations 
Facilitators. This team works to-
gether to achieve the same goal: 
a successful dinner.

Meet the 2022 
Superintendents’ 
Executive Dinner Team:

General Manager, Samantha Ste-
phens of  Mendon
Executive Chefs, Natalie Lambert 
of  Millville and Nolan Holt of  
Uxbridge
Banquet Managers, Makala Mc-
Queston of  Blackstone and Sofia 
Yitts of  Grafton
Emcees, Amanda Wallace of  Sut-
ton and Ansha Khan of  North-
bridge
Beverage Manager, Colin Buck-
ley of  Bellingham
Decorations Facilitators, Katelyn 
Barrows of  Northbridge and 
Erin Morrissey of  Douglas
Executive Pastry Chefs, Emily 
Warner of  Uxbridge and Alex 
Mach of  Uxbridge
Garde Mangers, Darlene Johnson 
of  Northbridge, and Kymber 
Morin of  Douglas
Photographer/Social Media, Alli-
son French of  Northbridge
Sous Chefs (juniors), Leyla Hud-
son of  Northbridge and Makayla 
Dunton of  Sutton
Pastry Sous Chef (junior), Naomi 
Tsuda of  Mendon
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Checking that gives and gives.

Open an account online today!   deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088

Member FDIC    Member DIF¹ You are responsible for any personal tax liability related to participation in the Program or as a result of points earned or redeemed. Dean Bank is not responsible for managing or administering 
the Program or providing services under the Program. Program Administrator reserves the right to change these rules at any time, for any reason, and without notice. Customers with questions 
or concerns regarding the Dean Bank Debit Card Rewards program are invited to call (508) 528-0088 or visit any branch and speak with Customer Service during normal business hours. 

Every Dean Bank checking account gives back with the Dean Bank 
Rewards¹ program. All non-pin debit card transactions on your 
account earn you points to redeem for merchandise, travel, and more. 
The points add up fast, and we just updated our program to include 
even more reward options.

It’s easy to open a Dean Bank checking account online, and enjoy 
great service and benefits to match the way you bank. 

GET REWARDED

Thimble Pleasures Quilt Guild Announces 2022 Ribbon 
Winners at Biennial Quilt Show

The Thimble Pleasures Quilt 
Guild held their 2022 biennial quilt 
show on March 12th and 13th. The 
guild welcomed over 1000 enthusias-
tic visitors during the two-day show. 
Visitors were awed by the display 
of  over 200 member-designed and 
made quilts, the presence of  a vari-
ety of  vendors, a well-stocked Quil-
ter’s Boutique and the opportunity to 
win one of  many raffle baskets and 
to win a beautiful raffle quilt. Visi-
tors were also able to vote for their 
favorite quilts. Viewer’s Choice rib-
bons as chosen by the visitors were 
awarded to Shirley Bangma, Joyce 
Gilmore, Denise Gosselin, Marcia 
Nichols and Kathryn Sperino. 

Guild members also selected rib-
bon winners in several categories. 
(Winners are listed in order of  first, 
second, third and honorable men-
tion.) In the Garment and Accessories 
category winners were Annie Bosma, 
Amy Stephens, Jean Hampel and Grace 
Aliose. The Holiday Quilts category win-
ners Denise Gosselin, Marcia Nichols, 
Grace Aliose and Terri Vadenais. Win-
ners in the Small Wall Hangings category 
were Donna Hopkins, Rita Partridge, 

Rhonda Edmison and Amy Stephens; in 
the Medium Wall Hanging category win-
ners were Rita Partridge, Terri Vadenais, 
Rhonda Edmison and Susan McCarthy; 
and in the Large Wall Hanging category 
ribbons were awarded to Kathy Sperino, 
Denise Gosselin (two ribbons) and Marcia 
Nichols.

In the Small and Medium 
Bed Quilt category award 
winners were Gina Brooks, 
Marcia Nichols, Coral Barry, 
Rita Partridge and Debbie 
Wendt; Large Bed Quilt cat-
egory winners were Shirley 
Bangma, Susan Pelland (two 

ribbons) Sherri Noel and Annie Bosma. 
The Mystery Quilt category ribbon win-
ner were Kathy Sperino, Christine Moyer, 
Barbara Delphos, Jane Hilliard and Pattie 
Trachimowicz. The President’s Ribbon 
was awarded to Amy Stephens for her 
quilt Beach Walk. Quilt Show Chairs rib-
bons were awarded to Gina Brooks and to 

Kathleen McKenna for two 
quilt entries .

One of  the highlights 
of  the show was the par-
ticipation of  the public in 
this show’s special project, 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind. 
Through the extraordinary 
efforts of  Project Chair Amy 
Stephens enough funds were 
raised to name two guild 
dogs. Names chosen for these 
guide dogs are Stitch and Ri-
pley. 

Thimble Pleasures would 
like to thank all the visitors 
who made this show a suc-
cess and all the guild mem-
ber volunteers who made this 
show possible.
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OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE CO.OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE CO.

Cleanups • Mowing 

Mulching • Planting 

Tree Work

Brush Chipping • Firewood 

Rototilling • Snowplowing 

Stump Grinding

508-883-3564 (Office) 
508-498-7297 (Cell)RUSS ANZIVINO

owner
RYAN ANZIVINO
certified arborist

FOR ALL YOUR PAVING NEEDS
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
REPAIR WORK
FREE ESTIMATES
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ASPHALT
PAVING

LLC

508-883-9570
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FULLY
INSURED 

30 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

2021-2022 Bellingham Youth Basketball Champions!
Bellingham Youth Basketball Association would like to thank all parents, players, coaches and volunteers that participated this season!  Congratulations Champions! 

3rd/4th Grade Boys

Left to Right: Coach Jim Cerone, Cooper Milham, Mark Borelli, Jack Simpson, Matthew 
Parker, Logan Szafir, Ryan Rancourt, Joseph Kiley, Mason Levasseur, Torin Cerone, Liam 
Choquet.

After a successful season for all the teams in the 3rd/4th grade boys league, the 
Championship match came down to a battle between Coach Cerone’s team Charron 
Tree and Coach Ostreicher’s team Millennium Logistics Management. Both teams 
played their hearts out, but in the end, the depth and talent on Coach Cerone’s team 
was too much to overcome, and they won in a decisive fashion 28–14. Key contribu-
tors included Ryan Rancourt who led the team with 9 points and Joe Kiley kept the 
pressure on with his tight defense and great passing. 

5th/6th Grade Boys

Left to Right: Coach Kevin Landrigan, Landon Park, Andrew Hagopian, Andrew Hatley, 
Sean Landrigan, Tyler Mounsey, Sam Ojukwu, Luke Proler, Cameron Schupp, Tyler 
Hayward, Coach Eric Mounsey, Coach Brian Martin

The playoffs for the 5/6th grade boys league were very exciting with most games 
being decided by a few points. The championship game did not disappoint. The 
game was tied between Coach Jennings’ team Grove Street Auto Repair late in the 
last period with #4 seed Coach Mounsey’s team Weisman Roofing hitting a 3-point 
shot in the final seconds. The season was an outstanding opportunity to watch the 
boys’ basketball skills develop week after week. 

3rd/4th/5th Grade Girls

Left to Right: Coach Joe Mearn, Reagan Mearn, Mackenzie McKeon, Emma Marder, 
Safiye Sezen, Mackenzie Walton, Olivia Donlon, Chloe Goodwin, Coach Matt McKeon

The final game for 3rd/4th/5th grade girls league was a classic match-up be-
tween #1 seed Coach Perry team Power Painting Plus and #2 seed Coach Mearn 
team Jennifer Lynn Photography.  Coming into the game, Coach Perry’s team 
had been undefeated. After an extremely competitive game, Coach Mearn’s team 
pulled out with the 26-30 win.  It was great to see the girls in action again this year. 
The progression of  basketball skills and teamwork from Game 1 to the final game 
was remarkable.

3rd/4th/5th Grade Girls

Front row left to right: Emily Bishop, Julia Magill, Hannah Matczak 
Back row left to right:  Erin Peters, Coach Paul Painchaud, Stephanie Painchaud, Ava 
Donato, Sophie Shaw, Mila Choquet, Coach Andy Donato

The 6th/7th/8th grade girls league had a fantastic 2021-2022 season, and the 
playoffs were exciting to watch!  Coach Painchaud’s team Ve’lace Bridal battled 
all year. They really peeked at the perfect time, earning a few playoff victories, and 
coming away with the girl’s 6th/7th/8th Championship against Coach Robey’s 
team Mike Soter in a nail biter! 
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Linda & Rob Daley 
508-966-1136 

131 N. Main St. (Rt. 126) 
Bellingham, MA

www.CircleCGFarm.com
Member Bellingham Business Association

THUNDERMIST CAR WASH
Featuring the best quality fully 

automated environmentally responsible 
car wash system ever engineered. 

Open 8 AM–8 PM every day. 

351 Pulaski Blvd., Bellingham.

7th/8th Grade Boys

Left to Right:  Tyler Enright, Andrew Sweet, Dougie Walton, Liam Cunningham, Jake 
Rothschild, Evan Donlon, Eric Mounsey, Coach Eric Mounsey

Congratulation go to #2 seed Coach Mounsey’s team Bellingham Bee who bat-
tled against #1 seed Coach Sullivan’s team Grumpy’s Restaurant for the 7th/8th 
grade boys Championship. The Bellingham Bee team came out fast hitting two early 
3-pointers and controlling the boards on both ends of  the court. Both teams played 
hard until the very end, but the Bellingham Bee team proved too much to handle 
and ended up with a definitive win. Many of  the 8th grade boys on these teams have 
been playing basketball together since 3rd grade and are continuing to play on the 
high school court!  

Challengers

Left to Right: Coach Melissa, Colin (volunteer), Gretchen (volunteer), Oliver, Anthony, 
Evan (volunteer), Brayden, Aria (volunteer), Coach Jim, Timmy, McKenzie, Coach 
Maddie, Juliet, Casey (volunteer), (Missing from picture Colin) 

Bellingham’s best kept secret, the BYBA Challengers league basketball season 
did not disappoint. Every week the players worked on their ball handling and bas-
ketball skills. Thanks go out to the coaches, their sponsor MASS-INK Custom 
Tattoo and the volunteers who made this such a successful year!

2021-2022 Bellingham Youth Basketball Champions! (continued)

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS
774-571-0738

HandymansSolutions111@gmail.com

Joseph O'Connor
INSURED 

MA HIC REG# 173344

For all your 
Home Improvement 
and Repair Needs

Calling Bellingham home for 35+ years!

Paul@OstranderInsurance.com   508.966.1116
OSTRANDERINSURANCE.COM

1. David Wooderson grows a marijuana plant in his backyard. His stoner neighbor, 
Ron Slater, crashes his car into the plant. Would Ron’s auto policy pay for the 
damaged plant?

2. Harold Lee has started an at-home embroidering business called Towelie’s. 
Harold’s biggest client lives in South Park, Colorado. Harold ships a large order to 
his client, and the shipment is destroyed in transit. Would his homeowner policy 
pay for the damages?

3. Carl Spackler has been at war with a gopher in his yard. Carl 
accidentally sets a fire when trying to smoke out the gopher 
and burns down his shed. Would Carl’s home insurance 
cover the claim even though it was Carl’s fault?

Hippy ClaimsHippy Claims

Answers: 
1. Yes.
2. No, he needs a business insurance policy.
3. Yes, this would be covered.

1. David Wooderson grows a marijuana plant in his backyard. His stoner 
neighbor, Ron Slater, crashes his car into the plant. Would Ron’s auto 
policy pay for the damaged plant?

2. Harold Lee has started an at-home embroidering business called Towelie’s. 
Harold’s biggest client lives in South Park, Colorado. Harold ships a large 
order to his client, and the shipment is destroyed in transit. Would his 
homeowner policy pay for the damages?

3. Carl Spackler has been at war with a gopher in his 
yard. Carl accidentally sets a fire when trying to 
smoke out the gopher and burns down his shed. 
Would Carl’s home insurance cover the claim even 
though it was Carl’s fault?

Hippie Claims

Answers: 
1. Yes.
2. No, he needs a business insurance policy.
3. Yes, this would be covered.

Paul Ostrander - Proud to call Hopkinton my home for 31 years!

Paul@OstranderInsurance.com   508.966.1116
OSTRANDERINSURANCE.COM
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Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. Aug. 30, 2022

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get A FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Board of Health Notification: 
The Breakdown of COVID-19 Cases in Bellingham

Latest Bellingham COVID-19 cases as of  Thursday, April 14, 2022. These numbers will be 
reported on Mondays and Thursdays only, unless there is a significant increase or event that 
warrants daily reporting. 

Tested - Number Not Available through the State System at this time.  Will update as soon 
as information is provided  

As many of  you may know, the way COVID deaths are being counted has changed. Instead 
of  counting a death as being attributed to COVID within 60 days of  diagnosis, it is now being 
counted as attributed to COVID within 30 days of  the COVID diagnosis. As a result, we now 
have 11 deaths attributed to COVID. Please share this information with those that may be 
interested. 

Confirmed/Probable - 3931
Active Confirmed - 12
Active Probable -4
Recovered - 3904 - 99%
Deaths - 11*
*The way COVID deaths are being counted has changed. Instead of  counting a death as 

being attributed to COVID within 60 days of  diagnosis, it is now being counted as attributed 
to COVID within 30 days of  the COVID diagnosis. As a result, we now have 11 deaths at-
tributed to COVID. 

For more information regarding vaccination numbers for the town, please go to;  https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-covid-19-vaccination-data-and-updates

Email any questions regarding COVID19 to Covid19@bellinghamma.org

Bellingham Lions 
Club 2022 Golf 
Classic May 23

Looking for golfers and spon-
sors! 

The Bellingham Lions Club 
2022 Golf  Classic is scheduled 
for Monday May 23 at 8 a.m. at 
the New England Country Club 
in Bellingham. This tournament 
helps raise funds to award a 

scholarship for two high school 
seniors who reside in Belling-
ham. To sign up to play or be 
a sponsor contact Elena Rose-
mere by email erosemere@
mindspring.com or call at (978) 
390-9913.

Graduating Seniors! 
Save the Date! 

Bellingham High School graduation – June 3rd, 6 p.m.

Blackstone Valley Tech graduation – May 26th, 5 p.m.
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THE SPRING MARKET IS HERE AND  
YOU DESERVE THE BEST REAL ESTATE 

SERVICE. I AM HERE TO PROVIDE IT!!! 

SUZANNE RANIERI 
REALTOR® 
508.380.1643 
Suzanne.Ranieri@NEMoves.com  
220 Franklin Village Drive 
Franklin, MA 02038 
  
RANKED TOP 4% of 58,551  
COLDWELL BANKER  
AGENTS WORLDWIDE 

INTERNATIONAL  
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE  
AWARD WINNER  

Blackstone Heritage Corridor Announces John H. 
Chafee Heritage Award Recipients

The Blackstone River Val-
ley National Heritage Corridor 
announces the recipients of  its 
2021 John H. Chafee Heritage 
Awards: Congressman Jim Mc-
Govern (MA-02); U.S. Senator 
Jack Reed (RI); John Marsland of  
Cumberland, RI; Ross Weaver 
of  Sutton, MA; and a class of  
Painting and Design Technol-
ogy students at Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (BVT), including 
Sophie Jacobson, of  Bellingham.

Created by the Blackstone 
River Valley National Heritage 
Corridor, the John H. Chafee 
Heritage Award honors the late 
Senator’s legacy and recognizes 
individuals, groups, or students 
who have worked on projects that 
promote cultural heritage, envi-
ronmental conservation, and the 
quality of  life in the Blackstone 
River Valley. Past years’ recipi-
ents have celebrated community 
leaders, preservation heroes, 
business partners, environmental 
advocates, and students whose 
achievements resulted in pub-
lic benefit. These heroes have 
demonstrated the Valley’s long 
tradition of  leadership and inspi-
ration. 

At a ceremony held at Black-
stone Valley Tech on April 11th, 
BHC’s Board Chair Richard T. 
Moore presented the prestigious 
Chafee Award to Congressman 
McGovern, a class of  Painting 
and Design Technology students 
at BVT, and Ross Weaver. On 
April 22nd, John Marsland will 
receive his award at the premiere 
of  “Kittacuck Speaks” at Black-
stone River Theatre in Cumber-
land, RI. Marsland co-directed 
the short film that tells the story 
of  the Blackstone River. A cere-
mony for Senator Reed will take 
place later this spring. 

Seventeen sophomore stu-
dents from the Painting and 

Design Technology program at 
BVT were nominated by Black-
stone Heritage Corridor’s Board 
of  Directors to receive the John 
H. Chafee Student Award for 
their participation in an inter-
pretive map restoration project 

in the town of  Whitinsville, MA. 
The project was led by BVT 
instructor Tom Lamont and in-
volved the restoration, printing, 
and installation of  a 4’ x 3’ map 
of  the Whitinsville Historic Dis-
trict created by town historian 

Ken Warchol. Lamont took on 
the project as an educational op-
portunity for the students and as 
a way for the school to give back 
to the community. The sign is 
located on Church Street, across 
from the Whitinsville Social Li-
brary. 

Nominations for the 2022 
John H. Chafee Heritage Award 
will be posted later this year. To 
learn more about the Black-
stone River Valley National 
Heritage Corridor, visit Black-
stoneHeritageCorridor.org. 

Blackstone Heritage Corridor presented its John H. Chafee Student Award to 17 sophomore students from the Painting and Design Technology 
program at Blackstone Valley Tech. Pictured here, L-R, (standing): Devon Kurtz, Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor Executive 
Director; Tom Lamont, Painting & Design Technology instructor at Blackstone Valley Tech; Dr. Michael Fitzpatrick, Blackstone Valley Tech 
Superintendent; Richard T. Moore, Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor Board Chair; Amelie Botelho (Millbury), Giana Duquette 
(Milford), Nelle Norris (Milford), Katie Huff (Douglas), Stella Lentini (Milford), Emma Fiore (Grafton), Emma Sanborn (Milford), Jonathon Spiller 
(Northbridge), Marley Koopman (Northbridge), Madison Moore (Millbury), Hailey Feehan (Northbridge), Logan Feehan (Northbridge), and 
Alexandra Nunnemacher (Sutton). From left to right (kneeling): Madison Collins (Grafton), Sophie Jacobson (Bellingham), and Riley Austin 
(Northbridge). Not pictured: Carlie Jensen (Grafton). Photo by Molly Cardoza.
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Franklin Art Assoc. to Feature Painter N. Lee Ball May 4th
The Franklin Art Association’s 

May 4 monthly meeting (held at 
the Franklin Senior Center as 
well as on Zoom  https://us-
02web.zoom.us/j/7298884226  
), will feature demo artist oil 
painter N. Lee Ball.  

Lee creates contemporary oil 
paintings celebrating overlooked 
mundane people and places, 
from images obtained from her 

travels by car, train, bike, plane, 
and even comfortable shoes!  
Born in North Carolina, she was 
influenced by the rural country-
side as well as urban areas. She 
studied architecture at NC State 
University School of  Design, 
and then earned a BFA from 
Meredith College, concentrating 
in Painting and Sculpture. After 
relocating to Franklin, she has 

been teaching students at Dan-
forth Art School and Hopkinton 
Center for the Arts.

Lee’s work has been juried 
into regional and national shows 
including the NC Museum of  
Art, Raleigh Fine Art Society, 
Morini Gallery, Lexington Art-
walk, Hopkinton Center for the 
Arts, Danforth Art Museum 
School, and Cambridge Art As-

sociation. Much of  her work is 
inspired by her interest in the-
atre, museums, and travel. Lee’s 
web-site is https://nleeballart.
com/

For more information on 
the Franklin Art Association, 
visit http://www.franklinart.
org. For updates, you can also 
find Franklin Art Association 
on Facebook.

PLEASE RECYLE THIS PAPER

Driveways • Parking Lots • Sidewalks • Color Coating
Line Striping • Cracking Filing • Patching

Asphalt Maintenance • Commercial & Residential
Excellent Refrences | All Work Guaranteed | Free Estimates

SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1984

A
AA
SEALCOATING INC.

Supercoat OWNER ON 
ALL JOBS

508-876-9260
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDPROUD MEMBER

TOP RATED DRIVING SCHOOL WITH
83 - FIVE★ ★ ★ ★ ★ RATINGS ON GOOGLE

CENTERPOINT
   DRIVING ACADEMY
          Milford • 508-217-4447

Register at www.centerpointdrivingacademy.com

Only School to Use Newer SUVs – 50% Safer Than Sedans

91% of Students Earn License First Time
★★  No Hassle Scheduling On LineNo Hassle Scheduling On Line

★★  Free One of a Kind Life Skills Class – Parents Can Come Too – Trademark PendingFree One of a Kind Life Skills Class – Parents Can Come Too – Trademark Pending
★★  Safety is #1 with CDA – we have installed plastic partitions to separate students and instructorSafety is #1 with CDA – we have installed plastic partitions to separate students and instructor

“We had great experiences with Centerpoint. I had two children go through their course in the last eight months and both 
passed the road test on first attempt. The instructors are on time and very responsive to the kids and their needs. The office 

staff is great and always had the answers to my questions. I would highly recommend this driving school to anyone.”
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Joan Fantini
508-446-3073

Leo Fantini
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Erin Papuga
508-523-6782

Kayla Normand
508-488-7371
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508-254-2819

Tamra Saegh
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Brian Sequin
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Lynne Roberts
508-982-3086

Francesca Casasanta
508-654-4592

Bob Wilson
508-361-9539

Abbi Normand
508-488-0373

CORPORATE OFFICE: 
24 North Main Street, 

Bellingham, MA 02019

508-966-2424
www.MARealEstateGroup.com

HOURS: by Appointment 
At Your Convenience

24/7 EMAIL: 
MainOffice@MARealEstateGroup.com

Rene A. Rua*
508-488-6617

*English/Spanish

Massachusett Real Estate Group

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
with Local Town Pages! 

Call Today! Jen 508-570-6544

Library Resource of 
the Month – Qello 
Concerts 

Do you enjoy watching con-
certs and music documentaries? 
Try Qello Concerts! Bellingham 
library cardholders have access 
to Qello Concerts free-of-charge 
through Overdrive’s Libby app 
and Libby website. Stream the 
world’s largest collection of  on-
demand full-length music perfor-
mances, concert films, and music 
documentaries. Qello Concerts 
transforms your connected de-
vices into the ultimate live music 
concert film experience! There 
are thousands of  concert films 
and documentaries, and new 
concerts are added every week. 
There are streamed live concerts 
with major partners, available 
on all your streaming devices. A 
7-day pass gives you full access 
to content, and when your pass 
expires you can return to the da-
tabase to get another one. Note: 
some content may include ma-
ture themes and language.

Some of  the amazing docu-
mentaries that are available in-
clude: Adele: Homecoming, Beyoncé: 

Life is but a Dream, Prince: Purple 
Reign, Mick Jagger: the Ultimate Per-
former, Pink Floyd: the Making of  the 
Dark Side of  the Moon, Bob Marley 
and the Wailers: Freedom Road, The 
Who Quadrophenia: Can You See the 
Real Me? and The Story of  Hip Hop 
Don’t Stop, just to name a few.

Some of  the legendary per-
formances that you can access 
include Madonna Confessions Tour, 
Queen: Rock Montreal, Coldplay Live 
at La Cigale 2012, Meat Loaf  Clas-
sic Album: Bat Out of  Hell, Blake 
Shelton Live: It’s All About Tonight, 
Tony Bennett and Lady Gaga Cheek to 
Cheek Live, Gloria Estefan and Miami 
Sound Machine Homecoming Concert, 
and Ed Sheeran Live at iTunes Fes-
tival, plus much more!

To access Qello Concerts, 
go to the Bellingham Library’s 
website at www.bellinghamli-
brary.org. Click on the Online 
Resources tab, then click Digi-
tal Music, Movies & TV. Scroll 
down to Qello Concerts and click 
on Libby Extras.

Electronics 
Recycling Day 

RESCHEDULED DATE
Saturday, June 11, 2022

 The First Congregational 
Church of  Milford is sponsor-
ing an Electronics Recycling 
Day on Saturday, June 11, 
2022 from 8 a.m. to 12 noon.  
The church will ensure that 
99% of  dropped off items will 
be reused and recycled. A drive 
through process will allow 
those donating to quickly drop 
off their items where help will 
be available.

All computer monitors, 
computers, parts and acces-
sories, faxes, copiers, printers, 
scanners and TV’s can be re-
cycled. Recycling fees range 
from $5 to $35 per item. Cell 
phones can be recycled at no 
charge and will be donated to 
charities that recycle and reuse 

them. The recycling vendor 
will erase and shred all hard 
drives at no additional cost. 
Cash payments only, please.

The First Congregational 
Church Electronics Recycling 
event is held twice a year in 
spring and fall. We very much 
appreciate the support of  those 
who have previously chosen to 
responsibly recycle with us and 
look forward to continuing to 
offer this recycling opportunity.

Drop off in the church park-
ing lot at 4 Congress St., Mil-
ford.  (Opposite Draper Park, 
next to the Post Office).  Please 
enter lot from Church Street 
entrance.

For more information con-
tact Martha at (508) 904-4471.
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Hamwey Inducted into Millis Athletics Hall of Fame
Journalist A Bellingham Resident For 50 Years

Ken Hamwey, who’s lived in 
Bellingham for 50 years, was in-
ducted into the Millis High Ath-
letics Hall of  Fame on March 
19 at the Medway VFW before 
a crowd of  300.

The 78-year-old sports writer, 
who was honored as a contribu-
tor, was among seven selected 
for Millis’ third induction cer-
emony. Also chosen were Den-
nis Breen (posthumously), Rich 
Monaghan, Molly Breen, Pete 
Vigue, the 1980 state champion 
boys track team, and the 2008-
09 state champion girls basket-
ball squad. Monaghan and the 
Breens were inducted as ath-
letes and Vigue was selected as 
a coach/athletic director.

Hamwey, who continues to 
report and write about high 
school sports in semi-retirement, 
works for Local Town Pages, a 
group of  monthly newspapers 
in the area and the Bellingham 
Bulletin. The towns where his 
stories are published include 
Bellingham, Holliston, Millis, 
Medway, Norfolk, Wrentham, 
Franklin and Natick.

Hamwey served as the Bulle-
tin’s sports editor but now writes 
one monthly sports feature and 
a municipal column for that edi-
tion. Before retiring from full-
time journalism, he worked at 

the Providence Journal as its 
Night Sports Editor.

The Natick High and Babson 
College graduate has covered 
Millis sports for 54 years and his 
very first story was on the Millis 
football team in 1967. 

“I’m honored and humbled 
to be recognized by the Millis 
Hall of  Fame Committee,’’ said 
Hamwey. “My work is a testa-
ment to the outstanding athletes 
Millis High turns out and to 
the school’s state championship 
teams.’’

Hamwey also thanked Millis 
Athletic Director Chuck Grant 
for introducing him, acknowl-
edged Gordon Browne, a former 
three-sport athlete at Millis, for 
nominating him, and thanked 
his wife “for her patience, un-
derstanding and support.’’

Hamwey’s remarks then 
turned to what makes a Millis 
student-athlete tick.

“Players from Millis are 
three-dimensional,’’ he said. 
“They’re 3-D. They play with 
desire, they’re dedicated, and 
they’re devoted to the task at 
hand. They also compete with a 
chip on their shoulder because 
they’re usually viewed as under-
dogs because they hail from a 
school with a small enrollment.’’

Commenting on the other 
six inductees, all of  whom he 
covered at various times, Ham-
wey lauded their talent, ability 

and their three-dimensional ap-
proach.

Hamwey then focused his 
remarks on some of  the profes-
sional sports icons he covered.

“I was on the scene when Red 
Auerbach and the Celtics were 
winning their 10th and 11th 
NBA championships,’’ he said. “I 
also covered a press conference 
that featured Vince Lombardi, 
the Green Bay Packers high-
profile coach who led his team to 
the first two Super Bowls titles. 
Another interesting character 
was Earl Weaver, the Baltimore 

Orioles manager who often was 
ejected from games for kicking 
dirt on umpires’ shoes and for 
being a bit too vocal.’’

Hamwey said after the cer-
emony that he was very appre-
ciative of  former athletes and 
coaches who attended the event 
to thank him for coverage of  
their games. They hailed from 
Bellingham, Milford, Medway, 
Franklin and Holliston.

Hamwey’s career began at the 
Framingham News, now the Me-
trowest Daily News, in 1967. After 
six years in Framingham, he was 
hired at the Providence Journal 
where he spent the next 35 years 
working for the four-time Pulit-
zer-prize-winning newspaper. He 
finished his career there as Night 
Sports Editor, retiring in 2008. 

On Hamwey’s last day in 
Providence, the Rhode Island 
State Senate read aloud a cita-
tion for his efforts and contribu-
tions to R.I. athletics. Two years 
later, in 2010, he was honored by 
the Mass. Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (MIAA), which pre-
sented him with its Distinguished 
Friend Award.

At the Metrowest News, Ham-
wey wrote a popular weekly col-
umn — “Yesterday’s Heroes’’ 
— that focused on athletes’ and 
coaches’ past achievements.

In 2007, Hamwey began cov-
ering sports for the Bellingham 
Bulletin. As Sports Editor at the 
Bulletin, he launched a column 
similar to Yesterday’s Heroes 
called “Where Are They Now,” 
reporting on former Bellingham 
athletes. 

“My career has been very en-
joyable, and it’s been a delight to 
watch and report on Millis’ ex-
cellence in the athletic arena,’’ he 
concluded.

Ken Hamwey, of Bellingham, (with plaque) and Millis Athletic Director 
Chuck Grant at the Hall of Fame ceremony.
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Track Star Ames Awarded Mickey Sullivan Award
By Christopher Tremblay, 
Staff Sports Writer

Bellingham High School Ath-
letic Director Michael Connor 
and Principal Megan Lafayette 
announced that senior Gretchen 
Ames was awarded the Mickey 
Sullivan Student Achievement 
Award. 

The award is recognized by 
the Massachusetts Secondary 
Schools Athletic Directors As-
sociation (MSSADA) and honors 
a student who has contributed to 
high school athletics in a mean-
ingful and lasting way. The Bell-
ingham senior was one of  nine 
students, one from each of  the 
MSSADA district, to be nomi-
nated for this prestigious award.

Ames, a member of  the 
Blackhawks cross country, indoor 
track and outdoor track and field 
teams, was the District 7 (Bay 
State, Hockomock and Tri-Val-
ley Leagues) selection due to her 
efforts not only on the field but 
also as a member of  the National 
Honor Society, the school band 
and most notably as a sopho-
more MIAA Student Ambassa-
dor as well as a two-year member 
of  the MIAA Student Advisory 
Council.

“Gretchen is the total pack-
age; student-athlete, a member 
of  the band, a standout in the 
classroom and volunteer for a 
variety of  endeavors,” the Bell-
ingham AD said. “As a freshman, 
Gretchen’s personality shined 
and as a sophomore, I named 
her the Bellingham MIAA Stu-
dent Ambassador. The following 
year, she was interviewed by the 
MIAA for the coveted MIAA 
Student Advisory Council posi-
tion and while generally a one 
-year role, she was invited to re-
turn for a second year.”

While many students today 
say they just don’t have the time 
to do many things, Ames is con-
tinually adding projects to her 
plate.

“She is a great example for 
all of  our students that you can 
be involved in a variety of  pro-
grams. She has an extraordinary 
ability to manage her time and 
maximize her involvement,” La-
fayette said. “Her contributions 
to the MIAA, BHS athletic and 
music department and activities 

have not gone unnoticed. We are 
very thankful for all that she has 
done. This award is certainly well 
deserved.”

Although knowing that the 
BHS AD had nominated her for 
the award, she was not prepared 
to win it.

“A few days before school 
break, I heard from Mr. Connor 
that I won the award – I was in 
total shock,” Ames said. “I really 
didn’t think that I’d win it at all. 
There are millions of  others who 
could have won. Coming from 
Bellingham, where many people 
have never heard about us, it was 
exciting to represent our school 
and state.”

Growing up, Ames was a 
gymnast who was looking for a 
sport to compliment her training. 
In the eighth grade, she found 
track, along with a bunch of  her 

friends. The pre-high schooler 
decided on distance running.

“I ran the 800 that first year, 
and I thought that I did relatively 
well for an eighth grader,” she 
said. “There was nothing earth 
shattering, but I was able to keep 
up with the rest of  the runners.”

The following year, as a fresh-
man, she had originally planned 
on trying out for the cheerlead-
ing team, but after her stint with 
track she aborted that idea and 
went out for the cross-country 
team. She felt that running dis-
tance was a powerful event where 
she was in total control of  herself.

“I really like running cross 
country, especially for the 
courses. It’s (my) favorite of  
all the running, the mile and 
2-miler seem never ending while 
cross country just seems to flow,” 
Ames said. “My run times are 

average, but it’s a personal sport, 
and I like seeing my growth.”

“I think that one of  the rea-
sons that I received the Mickey 
Sullivan Award was because I 
was a captain at such a young 
age. When I joined cross-coun-
try, the program was just in the 
beginning stages and I happened 
to be one of  the older girls on 
the team,” she recalled. “I just 
wanted to try to be a good leader 
to the rest of  the team. Belling-
ham is a tiny team, but it has a 
lot of  school spirit.”

As the Bellingham Student 
Ambassador, Ames took part in 
student leadership summits, but 
it was being part of  the Student 
Advisory Council that had its 
moments.

“I had heard so many things 
that intrigued me about being 
part of  the Student Advisory 
Council as well as making new 

friends and learning,” she said.  
“That first year was really differ-
ent as we were going into it blind 
because of  Covid, but I feel that 
I have made a difference, espe-
cially in the mental health work-
shop that year.”

Ames had also taken part in 
the local backpack drive for those 
in need.  She felt a great accom-
plishment when Bellingham was 
named the recipient of  the drive 
as she was helping people in her 
community, and that was impor-
tant to her. 

No matter what she has taken 
part in, whether being the Black-
hawks Student Ambassador, 
taking part with the Student 
Advisory Council or helping 
Bellingham on the track, Ames 
has always given her best to help 
those around her and is certainly 
deserving of  the Mickey Sullivan 
Student Achievement Award.

Track runner Gretchen Ames, of Bellingham High School, recently 
received the Massachusetts Secondary Schools Athletic Directors 
Association (MSSADA) Mickey Sullivan Student Achievement Award. 
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
TREE REMOVAL BY BUCKET TRUCK/CRANE

LAND CLEARING • STUMP GRINDING
 STORM DAMAGE • SNOW REMOVAL

FIREWOOD SALES

KEVIN LEMIRE
Owner 

C H A R R O NC H A R R O N

Tree ServiceTree Service
508-883-8823

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

CharronTreeCompany.com
CharronTreeService@yahoo.com

1060 Pulaski Blvd.
Bellingham, MA 02019

Bellingham Library News & Events for May
 For updates to library pro-

grams and services, please see 
the library website, www.belling-
hamlibrary.org.  Click on the red 
alert banner on the top of  the 
page for details. 

Special Programs

Public Speaking for 
Homeschoolers, Mondays at 1 
p.m.

In this six-week class, home-
schoolers will learn and gain 
confidence in public speaking 
through games and a variety of  
activities in a judgment free envi-
ronment.  Please register.
Yoga for the Seasons – A Practice 
for Spring, Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m., 
through May 24th

Join Carol, a 200-hour certi-
fied Kripalu yoga teacher for this 
60-minute yoga class. Masks are 
optional if  you are vaccinated. 
Wear loose fitting clothing and 
bring your own yoga mat and 2 
blocks. Arrive 10 minutes early 
for the first class to sign a waiver. 
Register for each class separately.

Bellingham Memory Café – 
Tuesday May 3rd at 11:30 a.m.

The library is pleased to host 
the Bellingham Senior Center’s 
Memory Café!  A memory café 
is a welcoming place for people 
with forgetfulness and other 
changes in their thinking and for 
their family and friends. Cafés 
are a place to talk with others 
who understand what you are 
going through, to forget about 
limitations and instead focus on 
strengths, to enjoy other’s com-
pany, and to explore something 
new. RSVP to Terri Graham 
at the Senior Center at (508) 
657-2710 or tgraham@belling-
hamma.org.  
The Wild Side, Thursdays at 1:15 
p.m.

For ages 3-5.  Each week for 
The Wild Side, we are going to 
learn about a different animal 
through stories, videos and other 
activities.  Please sign up.  You 
only need to sign up once to at-
tend any/all Wild Sides!

Mother’s Day Crafts – Thursday, 
May 5th at 4 p.m.

Make a variety of  Mother’s 
Day crafts for your mother, 
grandmother, or special woman 
in your life!  Please register!
George Kinder Presents 
Reflections on Spectacle Pond – 
Virtual Event

Monday, May 16th at 6:30 p.m.
Inspired by Zen poets, land-

scape painting from China and 
Japan, and Thoreau’s Walden, 
author and thought leader 
George Kinder has spent the last 
30 years finding creative inspira-
tion from the solitude of  living 
on the edge of  a New England 
Pond. Attuned to nature’s teach-
ings, Kinder recorded its sea-
sonal changes through poetry 
and photography that culmi-
nated in his latest book, Reflections 
on Spectacle Pond. Please register to 
receive the Zoom link a few days 
before the event.

Memorial Day Crafts, Wednesday, 
May 18th at 4 p.m.

Make a variety of  Memorial 
Day crafts that you can bring to 
the Memorial Day Parade on 
Sunday, May 22nd.  Please reg-
ister.
Fact or Fiction?  Bermuda Triangle, 
Thursday, May 19th at 4:30 pm

For ages 7+.  Today’s Fact or 
Fiction topic is the Bermuda Tri-
angle.  Learn about it through 
stories, videos, and a variety of  
theories.  Please register.
KMA Arts Night – Thursday May 
19th at 6 p.m.

Join us for a night to celebrate 
the art of  the Keough Memorial 
Academy 7-12 grade students. 
The walls of  the community 
room are full of  beautiful art-
work from these talented stu-
dents. There will be music and 
the refreshments will be provided 
by the Friends of  the Bellingham 
Public Library.
The Highwaymen – Concert with 
Matt York – Friday May 20th at 
6:30 p.m.

Longtime New England 
singer/songwriter Matt York 
will perform the songs of  Johnny 
Cash, Willie Nelson, Kris Krist-
offerson, and Waylon Jennings 
and tell stories of  their careers in 
an hour-long performance.  The 
four songwriting legends joined 
forces in the 1980s to form the 
country supergroup, The High-
waymen.  York has twice been 
nominated as Best Male Artist by 
the New England Music Awards 
and his latest release “Bruisable 
Heart” was named one of  the 
Boston Globe’s best albums of  
2019. Registration is preferred.  
This program is supported by a 
grant from the Bellingham Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.
Talking Sports with Ken Hamwey, 
Monday, May 23rd at 6:30 p.m.

Join 50-year Bellingham resi-
dent and award-winning sports 
journalist Ken Hamwey for a 
talk about Ken’s experiences as a 
sports reporter, including stories 
from professional sports icons 
Red Auerbach (longtime coach 
and GM of  the Boston Celtics) 
and Vince Lombardi.  Ken was 
in Philadelphia in 1968 when the 
Celtics defeated the 76ers to win 
the Eastern Conference Cham-
pionship.  Registration preferred 
but not necessary!

Other Children’s 
Programs

Details on the programs 
below are available on the li-
brary website (https://www.
bellinghamma.org/library/
kids) and calendar (https://bit.
ly/3xMECCt

After School Kids (ASK), 
Baby Time, Crayon Box Story 
Time, Graphic Novel Book 
Club, Mother-Daughter Book 
Club, Picnic Stories, Ring a 
Ding, STEAM Time, and Teen 
Room Activities.  Please check 
the current mask policy before 
attending.

Chess Club for Kids Grades 
4-9 is starting a new 6-week ses-
sion on May 2nd, check website 
for details and to register!

Other Adult Programs
Additional details of  these 

programs are available on the 
library calendar (https://bit.
ly/3xMECCt)

•	 Bellingham Skein Art-
ists Adult Knitting Group, 
drop-in group, meets weekly 
on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.

•	 Book Club generally meets 
on the first Monday of  the 
month, email Reference Li-
brarian Cecily Christensen 
at cchriste@cwmars.org for 
details.

•	 Friends of  the Library gen-
erally meet on the second 
Tuesday of  the month at 7 
p.m.  Email library@bell-
inghamlibrary.org for de-
tails.

•	 Library Board of  Trustees 
generally meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of  the month 
at 7 p.m.  Email library@
bellinghamlibrary.org for 
details.

•	 Adult Writing Group gen-
erally meets on the second 
Monday of  the month at 
6:30 p.m. Email marjorie@
marjorieturner.com for de-
tails.
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May 7

Bellingham Garden Spring 
Plant & Veggie Sale Fundraiser, 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Bellingham 
Senior Center, 40 Blackstone 
St., Bellingham

May 12

Art Heals: Shine Your Light 
Chalk Festival, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 
 65 Pleasant St., Upton

May 14

Touch A Truck, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Bellingham Memorial School, 
130 Blackstone St., Belling-
ham, will feature free pizza do-
nated by Blackhawk Pizza, free 
hamburgers, hot dogs donated 
by Norfolk County Sherriff, 
bouncy house, crafts, raffle, ve-
hicles and more, $5 per person, 
proceeds toward a new, IN-
CLUSIVE playground at Stall 
Brook Elementary School 

May 18

Memorial Day Crafts, 4 p.m., 
Bellingham Public Library, 
make a variety of  Memorial 
Day crafts that you can bring 
to the Memorial Day Parade 
on Sunday, May 22nd.  Please 
register.

The Blackstone River Water-
shed Association Annual Meet-
ing Presentation: Pakachoag: 
Where the River Bends, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m., film at 7 p.m., Graf-
ton Public Library, 35 Grafton 
Common, Grafton, Registra-
tion is required at http://the-
brwa.org/annualmeeting2022 

May 20

The Highwaymen – Concert 
with Matt York, 6:30 p.m., Bell-
ingham Public Library, 

Program is supported by a 
grant from the Bellingham Cul-
tural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mas-
sachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

May 21

The Ladies of St Anne Sodal-
ity annual plant sale, following 
masses at St. Blaise Church, 
1158 S. Main St., Bellingham, 
$5 per pot featuring 3 different 
types of  flowers

May 22

Bellingham Memorial Day 
Celebration, 1 p.m., Memorial 
School, 130 Blackstone St., 
Bellingham

Ernest A. Taft Jr. Historical 
Museum Grand Reopening, 12 
p.m., 3 Common St., Belling-
ham, presented by Bellingham 
Historical Commission

The Ladies of St Anne Sodal-
ity annual plant sale, following 
masses at St. Blaise Church, 
1158 S. Main St., Bellingham, 
$5 per pot featuring 3 different 
types of  flowers

May 23

Talking Sports with Ken 
Hamwey, 6:30 p.m., Bellingham 
Public Library

Access Bellingham-Mendon, Inc. 
10 WILLIAM WAY (OFF RTE. 140) • BELLINGHAM, MA 02019

Tel: 508-966-3234 • Email: abmi8@comcast.net
Visit us on the web at abmi8.org

Come on down to the ABMI-TV studio 
and learn the “ins-and-outs” 

of video production…

We’re always looking for 
interested volunteers!

Don’t just watch TV — Make it!

CalendarFEMA Awards Nearly 
$7.7 Million to Mass. for 
COVID-19 Admin Costs

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency will be 
sending almost $7.7 million to 
the Commonwealth of  Mas-
sachusetts to reimburse it for 
some of  the administrative 
costs incurred responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Massachusetts Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(MEMA) will receive a total of  
$7,670,434 in federal funding 
through FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance grant program to reim-
burse the cost of  administering 
grants FEMA provided to the 
commonwealth for such ex-
penses as testing, sheltering and 
providing meals to vulnerable 
populations.

The administrative costs are 
calculated as a percentage of  
the grants provided.

“FEMA is pleased to be able 
to assist Massachusetts with 
these costs,” said FEMA Region 
1 Regional Administrator Lori 

Ehrlich. “Providing resources 
for our partners on the front 
lines of  the pandemic fight is 
critical to their success, and our 
success as a nation.”

FEMA’s Public Assistance 
program is an essential source 
of  funding for states and com-
munities recovering from a 
federally declared disaster or 
emergency.

So far, FEMA has provided 
more than $913 million in Pub-
lic Assistance grants to Mas-
sachusetts to reimburse the 
commonwealth for pandemic-
related expenses.

Additional information 
about FEMA’s Public Assis-
tance program is available at 
https://www.fema.gov/public-
assistance-local-state-tribal-
and-non-profit. To learn more 
about the COVID-19 response 
in Massachusetts, please visit 
https://www.fema.gov/disas-
ter/4496

HOMEMAKERS/PC AIDES 
WANTED

Part-time jobs, flexible hours. 
Must have car. Work in Milford, MA area.

 Call PRIMARY HOME CARE at 
508-478-3500 for more information.

Pine Hill Plaza • 40 N. Main St./Rte. 126 • Bellingham 

www.Pandolf isChocolates.com   508-966-9840 

• Hand-Rolled Eggs
• Easter Baskets

We Ship Anywhere in the US!

This Mother’s Day, nothing says “LOVE” 
better than a box of Gourmet Chocolates!

• Chocolate Rabbits
• Sugar-Free Chocolate

RECYCLE
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Mark’s Transportation LLC

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Call today for

more information

561-654-9881

Office is located at 51 East Main St., Milford, MA
Office hours are Mon–Fri, 9:00 AM–5 PM

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS WANTED
30 Positions Now Available!

WE PAY MORE

Transport students and adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the certification.

Split Shifts: Early morning, mid/late 
afternoon.

We Pay More.

Great job for retired person or  
someone needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid driver’s
license.

Call Us Today! 508-883-0977
Mon. – Fri. 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. – Sat. Seasonal Hours

www.mullalymaterials.com

MULLALY MATERIALS
We have everything you need for landscaping materals! Firewood · Mulch · Loam · Sand · Stone & MORE

Call for a Delivery Today!

2022 Prices Are For Materials Picked up - Prices Subject To Change & DELIVERY IS EXTRA • Fuel Surcharge may apply when fuel is above $4.00 per gallon • WE ACCEPT: Cash/Check/Credit Cards • Materials Are Subject To 6.25% Sales Tax

Make sure to FOLLOW US on FACEBOOK 
@Mullaly Construction and Landscaping      

Reach us by Email: mullalyconst@yahoo.com
Mullaly Material is a subsidiary of 

MULLALY CONSTRUCTION AND LANDSCAPING, Inc.

Per Yard
Hemlock Mulch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $45 .00     
Black Mulch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $40 .00
Brown Pine Mulch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    $38 .00
Red Cedar Mulch    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $40 .00
Playground Safety Fiber  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $38 .00
Forest Chips .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10 .00
Screened Loam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $25 .00
50/50 Compost/Loam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $30 .00
Compost  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $35 .00
3/8”, 3/4” & 1 ½” Gray Stone   .  .  .  .  . $30 .00
3” Gray Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $28 .00
3/8”, 3/4” Multi Color Round  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $70 .00
1 ½” ,2 ½” Multi Color River Stone  .  . $70 .00

3/4” Lavender Stone   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $70 .00
3/8” & 3/4” Blue Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $38 .00
3/4” Processed Gravel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $28 .00
3” Processed Gravel/Fill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $22 .00
Recycled Asphalt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $25 .00
Washed Sand  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $28 .00
Mason/Pool Sand  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $45 .00
Stone Dust   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $28 .00
Blue Stone Dust   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $32 .00
Rip Rap  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $25 .00
Fill   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10 .00

FIREWOOD Call for Pricing
Full Cord (Seasoned Hard Wood)
1/2 Cord (Seasoned Hard Wood)
Full Cord (Green Hard Wood)
1/2 Cord (Green Hard Wood)
Mixed Outdoor Wood Available Upon Request

 


