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Franklin Memorial Day 
Parade to Resume after 
3 Year Hiatus
By Angie Fitton

Memorial Day, a time when 
most people gather for BBQs and 
parties, is the unofficial start to 
summer. But it stands for so much 
more than grilling burgers and 
outdoor celebrations. It is the day 
when we remember and honor 
those who have fallen protecting 
our freedoms. To commemorate 
this important day, Franklin Vet-
erans’ Services, American Legion 
Post 75, VFW Post 3402, and the 
Franklin Senior Center are col-
laborating and setting up activi-
ties in town. 

The events start on May 27th 
with breakfast at the Franklin Se-
nior Center from 9-11am. You 
can call (508) 520-4945 by May 
13th to RSVP. Breakfast is for 
Veterans and community mem-
bers alike. The Franklin high 
school choir will be performing, 
there will be a bugler playing 
TAPS, a Color Guard appear-
ance and several guest speakers. 
It will be catered by Tri-County 

Regional Vocational Technical 
High School culinary depart-
ment, headed by Nancy Haney. 
The students will be serving the 
food alongside Senior Center vol-
unteers.

On Monday May 30th, for the 
first time in 3 years, the Memo-
rial Day parade will be starting at 
10:30am at Dean College with a 
ceremony by the Honor Guard. 
The parade proceeds to the li-
brary, takes a left onto School 
Street, crosses Union Street to 
Route 140, then follows 140 to 
Beaver Street and ends at the 
Town Common in front of  St. 
Mary’s. A ceremony will directly 
follow the parade at 12 noon on 
the Town Common.

The parade Marshal and fea-
tured speaker is Veteran Bob Cat-
alano. Mr. Catalano served in the 
Navy in WWII as an underwater 
welder and looks forward to cel-
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continued on page 2 

Dynasty Board a Tribute to 
FHS Wrestling Program

By KEN HAMWEY,  
Staff Sports Writer

Franklin High’s wrestling 
program, considered one of  
the best in the area, received 
some well-deserved recogni-
tion last month when a dy-
nasty board was installed in 
the hallway outside the boys 

locker-room near the gymna-
sium door.

The board, which is labeled 
“Franklin Wrestling Team 
Honor Roll,’’ lists every sec-
tional, state, all-state and New 
England champion in the 
program’s history. And it also 
includes the team champion-

ships at the sectional and state 
levels. 

It’s called “the dynasty 
board’’ by the coaches and 
players and the phrase is  ap-
propriate. Very appropriate.

Franklin coach Carmine Colace, right, and his assistant, Mark Healy, have played key roles in building 
the Panthers’ wrestling tradition that’s displayed on the dynasty board.

WRESTLING
continued on page 3 
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Veterans Coffee Social Reaches 5-Year Anniversary
Local Starbucks Honored for Launching Popular Monthly Senior Center Event

By J.D. O’Gara

On April 4th, the monthly 
Veterans Coffee Social at the 
Franklin Senior Center cel-
ebrated 5 years of  bringing vet-
erans together. In particular, the 
local Starbucks, was honored by 
attendees. 

“Starbucks initiated this – they 
reached out to us,” says Debra 
Martin, of  the Franklin Veterans 
Services Office, noting that the 
monthly socials draw about 30 
veterans a month, and the 5-year 
celebration was the first time that 
the social had four female veter-
ans. 

“When I was in Franklin, my 
store manager, Diana, actually 
reached out to veterans of  Frank-
lin and decided we were going to 

start this to be part of  the com-
munity in Franklin,” says Court-
ney Clark, who was honored 
with a certificate of  apprecia-
tion from Franklin VSO Shan-
non Nisbett as well as a Military 
Challenge Coin by Dick Hynes 
for her and her colleagues’ con-
tinued voluntary commitment to 
this opportunity for local veter-
ans. Clark was accompanied by 
her fellow Starbucks associates 
Kira Chavez, Bobby Bingham 
and Hunter Klawson. All associ-
ates voluntarily cater the coffee 
socials each month.

Clark explains that continu-
ing to give back through the Vet-
erans Coffee Social falls in line 
with Starbucks’ Armed Services 
Network, an affinity group of  
Starbucks partners who support 
our veteran communities by serv-
ing those who serve. “We also do 

Red Friday for vets, remember-
ing everyone deployed, we wear 
our red shirts on Friday in honor 
of  that,” she says. The Veterans 
Coffee Social, she says, “is to 
show our support for them after 
all they’ve done for our country 
to thank them for their service, 
and to provide them with a time 
where they can be social with 
other veterans and us as well. 
It’s an event we look forward to 
every month.”

“I’ve been coming for about 5 
years,” says Jim Lane, who cher-
ishes the opportunity to mingle 
with his brothers in arms and 
“the camaraderie and the shar-
ing of  experiences not only for 
our veterans’ (military) careers, 
but also our civilian lives.” Vet-
erans can share “both good and 
bad experiences,” which lead to 
them helping each other. 

Veteran Bob Markunis points 
out that the coffee socials draw 
veterans from every era, “and we 
get to open up,” he says. “The 
brotherhood that we had that 
we got while serving in the mili-
tary, we are now re-establishing 
with other veterans.” Markunis 
says he has been able to open 
up to other veterans in ways he 
could not with his own family, 
and fellow veterans he says, have 
“offered me assistance without 
knowing they did.” He is confi-
dent he and other veterans have 
made a difference for other vet-
erans as well. “We take our ex-
perience now and bring them 
back to the younger people. I’ve 
formed friendships, and I’d have 
no problem with them watching 
over my family if  something hap-
pened.”

“As we meet each other and 
we find out what each other did, 
I’m fascinated with the history 
and also the bravery and the 
courage of  young veterans,” says 
Lane. “It’s the best of  the best.”

Veteran Gerry Bradie was in-
vited to the coffee social by Mar-

ebrating his 100th birthday in 
October. Other speakers will 
include Rep. Jeff Roy and Town 
Administrator Jamie Hellen.  

This parade, which has rifle 
salutes at all three Franklin cem-
eteries, is open to local Veterans 
who would like to participate. 
There will be antique cars for 
Veterans who cannot walk the 
parade route and five bands, 
including those from Franklin 
Middle and High Schools and 
Benjamin Franklin Classical 
Charter School. Local Scout 
troops will be represented in the 
parade and ceremony as well.

“The VFW and American 
Legion have really stepped up 
to the plate,” states Shannon 
Nisbett, Franklin Veterans Ser-
vices Officer. The Memorial 
Day Parade and Ceremony also 
wouldn’t be possible without the 
help of  law enforcement. “The 
Franklin Police Department has 
been a huge help with the plan-
ning process,” says Ernest Car-
ruthers, Quartermaster of  the 
VFW Post 3402.  

A week before the parade, 
all the flags in the cemeteries on 
Union Street, City Mills and at 
St. Mary’s will be replaced, with 
the help of  some Scouts units. 
“Veterans need to be honored, 
and when flags look crummy, 
that’s not honoring them,” Dick 
Hynes, First Vice Commander 
of  American Legion Post 75, 
says. 

The American Legion will 
have the Honor Guard and a 
Rifle Salute at the Town Com-
mon and the VFW will be toll-
ing the bell and reading the 
names of  all Franklin Veterans 
who have passed away in the last 
year, as well as honoring the 45 
fallen heroes who have died in 
combat since WWI. 

Franklin TV will be video-
taping all Memorial Day events. 
If  you’re a veteran who wants 
to march in the parade, please 
call (508) 613-1315.  To check 
on parade and ceremony sta-
tus in the event of  inclement 
weather, please visit https://
www.franklinma.gov/veterans-
services 

PARADE
continued from page 1

Courtney Clark, of Starbucks, 
received a certificate of 
appreciation last month on behalf 
of her company for initiating and 
continuing monthly Veterans 
Coffee Socials at the Franklin 
Senior Center.

Dick Hynes presents the Military Challenge Coin to Starbucks 
employees for their continued support of veterans. Shown, Hynes, 
Courtney Clark, Bobby Bingham, Kira Chavez, and Hunter Klawson

COFFEE
continued on page 4 
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Considered the numbers: sec-
tional team titles (17) and state 
team crowns (11). Impressive 
numbers indeed but the individ-
ual accolades are also dynamic. 
Here’s the numbers: sectional 
champs (104); state champions 
(33), All-state titlists (10); and 
New England champs (8).

The board, which measures 
4 feet high and 8 feet wide, was 
suggested by Carmine Colace, 
who’s now in his 40th year as the 
school’s varsity wrestling coach. 
The 60-year-old Franklin native 
graduated in 1980 and two years 
later, in 1982, became the Pan-
thers’ wrestling coach at the age 
of  19.

“The board emphasizes 
Franklin High’s rich tradition in 
wrestling and it shows the dy-
nasty we’ve built,’’ Colace said. 
“Track and swimming have 
boards that display their teams’ 
records and championships and 
I said, ‘Why not wrestling?’ It 
gives our program exposure, and 
it’s also a motivational factor.’’

The board was installed on 
April 13th, and when it was 
completed, current wrestlers 

took time to study it. On hand 
for the event was Nick Colace, 
Carmine’s son who was a state 
champion in 2007 and an all-
state champ in 2008. A 2009 
FHS graduate, Nick also com-
peted on two state runners-up, 
one state title squad in 2009, and 
he was an all-American at the na-
tional level.

“The board accents the pro-
gram’s tradition,’’ Nick said. 
“There’s a lot of  honor and pride 
that goes with competing for a 
Franklin wrestling team. To see 
all the names emphasizes all the 
hard work that it takes to win. It’s 
really great for the program and 
for those individuals to see their 
names displayed.’’

Carmine thanked Athletic Di-
rector Tom Angelo for his role in 
making the board a reality.

“I appreciate Tom’s willing-
ness to promote our program,’’ 
Colace said. “We held our team 
banquet the night before the 
board was installed, and the boys 
and their parents got to see what 
the history of  wrestling looks like 
on a poster. Everyone was im-
pressed, and we challenged our 
returnees to get their names on 
the board.’’

Angelo, who’s wrapping up 
his sixth and final year as the 

Panthers’ A.D., is delighted he 
could play a role in promoting a 
program with so much rich tradi-
tion.

“I feel it is only fitting that our 
Franklin community can now 
recognize our student-athletes 
who have attained milestones or 
won titles in wrestling,’’ Angelo 
said. Furthermore, knowing that 
each one of  these wrestlers was 
coached by the same head coach 
is simply a testament to the great-
ness of  coach Colace. The man 
is a legend! I’m thrilled that we 
now display record boards in our 
athletic hallway that highlight 
the outstanding achievements of  
our swimmers, track athletes, and 
wrestlers. 

Colace, who’s been inducted 
into the National Wrestling Hall 
of  Fame, listed his top coaching 
thrills during his four decades at 
the helm. Two involve his sons 
and third is a team achievement. 

“Nick won an all-state title 
in 2008 and he not only wasn’t 
seeded, but he also competed 
in one of  the most challenging 
weight classes (171),’’ Colace 
said. “My oldest son (C.J.) won 
a national title in the 160-pound 
class in Virginia as a junior, and as 
a senior he won a New England 
title and went 50-0 that season. 

A third thrilling moment was the 
11 state titles that we won. I’m a 
team-first guy, and those crowns 
provide great memories.’’

Colace has always stressed 
that wrestling, an individual and 
a team sport, teaches valuable 
life lessons. Five that he hopes 
his competitors learn are mental 
toughness, discipline, resiliency, 
strategic thinking and character-
building.

“We put kids at a breaking 
point on physical conditioning,’’ 
he emphasized. “Then they 
have to learn how to be mentally 
tough. Discipline isn’t about the 
individual, it’s about the team. If  
a boy fails to make weight, then 
he’s let his teammates down. 

“Resiliency is learned from 
mistakes. It’s about maintaining 

composure and bouncing back 
to win. Strategic thinking means 
how to adjust and be flexible, 
and character-building is going 
one-on-one with your opponent. 
There’s no place to hide on the 
mat.’’

Mark Healy, who’s been an 
assistant for Colace for the last 
13 years, wrapped up the instal-
lation ceremony with some poi-
gnant words.

“It’s nice to see the most 
storied program in the school’s 
history get this recognition,’’ 
he offered. “It shows all the 
accolades of  the kids and the 
coaches. And, it also emphasizes 
all the hard work and dedica-
tion our competitors put into the 
program.’’

WRESTLING
continued from page 1
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May Performance “a Triumph” for Local Community Chorus
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

When it presents its Spring 
Concert this year, American 
Roadtrip, on May first at 1:30 

p.m., the Greater Milford Com-
munity Chorus will finally be per-
forming a repertoire it planned 
to perform before the pandemic 
shut it down a couple years ago. 

“It’s nice to be able to bring 
that back,” says the chorus di-
rector Mark Schiapucci. “This 
concert we’re performing is the 
concert we were getting ready for 
when COVID struck. It’s some-
thing triumphant, to dust it off 
and pull it off a shelf  and finally 
be able to perform this concert 
we’ve been thinking about for 
two years now.”

The Greater Milford Com-
munity Chorus (GMCC) was 
organized in April 1973. The 
nonprofit draws from communi-
ties all around Milford. Would-be 
singers are invited to join in on 
one of  three open audition events 
at the beginning of  each season, 
which includes a holiday concert 

and a springtime concert each 
year. 

“We actually have singers 
from all around the area,” says 
Schiapucci. Right now, he says, 
membership has been down. “In 
a pre-COVID year that number 
would have been about 40, but 
it’s enough to get our concert 
together and carry on, says the 
chorus director.

The volunteer group is open 
to anybody over 18 with a rudi-
mentary understanding of  read-
ing music.

“Though this is my first year 
participating, I have found it fun 
and very rewarding so far to be a 
part of  something like this where 
likeminded singers and music lov-
ers come together to per-form,” 
says chorus member Jenn Russo, 
of  Bellingham. “I have loved that 
there are members representing 
all ages and backgrounds.  Mark 

has been amazing – very talented 
and with a wonderful sense of  
humor as he guides us to be our 
best.”

“I’m so relieved and excited 
that we can get back into the 
concert hall,” says Schiapucci, 
him-self  a Milford High gradu-
ate, who brought the chorus back 
to the concert hall just this past 
hol-iday season. “It’s been an 
interesting couple of  years for 
live music,” he says. “There are 
enough challenges, in preparing 
music, without having to do all 
these other things. It’s enough 
to get together in the same room 
with a piano and to make music. 
There’s not really a substi-tute for 
that.”

The group, says Schiapucci, 
was able to “think outside the 
box” during the lockdown, with 
a vir-tual concert project dur-
ing the holiday season, in which 

members recorded themselves at 
home and those clips were ed-
ited and merged, and then last 
spring, with an outdoor socially 
distanced concert.

“I was very proud, that even 
in the lockdown year, we were 
able to keep music going and 
the group active, which was a 
big priority for me, especially 
a group like this, where singers 
aren’t paid. If  you don’t keep up 
momentum you risk the program 
falling apart,” says Schiapucci, 
who laughingly notes, I don’t 
miss rehearsing over Zoom, I’ll 
tell you that. It just really goes 
to prove how much people love 
and are devoted to music in their 
lives.”

For more information on join-
ing the Greater Milford Commu-
nity Chorus, visit

www.greatermilfordcommu-
nitychorus.org
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tin one day when he stopped in 
to get some information.  

“And I started coming, and 
what the boys (Markunis and 
Lane) have said is true, you get 
to find out where people have 
been, what they did, what they’re 
doing now.” Bradie points out 

that some of  the veterans are 
near 100, still sharp, “and they’re 
proud. We have everybody in 
here, newbies to 100 years of  
age. We’re all green. We might 
be different shades, but we’re still 
all together.”

Lane comments on the patrio-
tism of  the veterans who attend 
the coffee socials.

“The stories and experiences 
we hear from each other, it helps 

you feel good about being a pa-
triot,” says Lane.

“The coffee socials are very 
well received,” says Martin, 
“and we’ve had special guests, 
but we try to keep it varied. Next 
month, we’ll just have a social, 
without speakers.” Announce-
ments are usually made to keep 
older veterans, some of  whom 
don’t have access to a computer, 
informed about events of  inter-

est to them. The vets, she says, 
“absolutely love it. We put out 
a suggestion box a couple of  
months ago, and the only sug-
gestion we got was ‘keep up the 
good work.’ They like the cama-
raderie, and we’re thrilled.”

The next Veterans Coffee 
Social will take place on May 
4, 2022. All veterans are in-
vited to attend.

COFFEE
continued from page 2
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Have Fun…While Avoiding that Summer Slide! 
If  you don’t use it, you lose 

it? In a recent study published in 
the American Educational Research 
Journal,  “the average student lost 
17–34% of  the prior year’s learn-
ing gains during summer break.” 
The summer slide can affect 
all students, but for high school 
students it is most worrisome. 
They are juggling ACT, SAT, AP 
exams plus AP and IB courses. 
They can not afford to start their 
junior or senior year behind.  

At the same time, we all need 
to recognize that learning is not 
linear. The learning process will 
change, slow down, speed up, 
and take adventuresome scenic 
routes. So it is true that a student 
shouldn’t spend their summer 
gaming or binging Netflix, but 
equally important is to  not spend 
their summer days only study-
ing. It is all about balance, and 
understanding that learning can 
come in many different forms. 
We all need time to recharge and 
find relaxing ways to keep learn-
ing. Here are a few summer ideas 
for students:

•	 Reading: Try to mix up your 
assigned reading with some 
of  your favorites - classics 
(Pride & Prejudice), novels 
(The House in the Cerulean 
Sea), and magazines (The 
Sun or even People). Just a 
few ideas. Since the SAT 
Reading section focuses on 
reading and comprehen-
sion, you can increase your 
scores by reading books that 
you enjoy!  

•	 Journaling: It can help you 
with college applications. It 
is a great way to record your 
adventures and why they 

matter to you (essay con-
tent). Writing about yourself  
is a great way to improve 
self  awareness (college pref-
erences), and keeping track 
of  your successes is very im-
portant (activity resume). 

•	 Get a job: Involvement is 
one of  the top 5 things col-
leges look for in a prospec-
tive student. It can also be 
fun- such as working at your 
favorite ice cream spot with 
your friends. You could 
also ask a local business if  
they need a savvy young 
intern, or if  you are pas-
sionate about a cause then 
you could volunteer at your 
favorite non-profit. Hold-
ing down any job conveys a 
good work ethic, maturity, 
and character.

•	 Test Prep: Time manage-
ment can be tricky once the 
fall comes, but doing test 
prep during the summer can 
be less overwhelming. Here 
are a few resources: 

	- Using eprep.com is a 
good tool for the self  mo-
tivated student. 

	- Improving your vocabu-
lary can be easy utilizing 
apps, such as SAT Word 
of  the Day or SAT Word 
Slam.  

	- Recently we learned 
about Freerice.com - a 
fantastic website that 
with every right answer, 
they give 20 grains of  
rice to the United Na-
tions’ World Food Pro-
gram.  

Message for rising seniors: 
Get as much done over the sum-
mer, so you can enjoy your senior 
year!  

 •	Touring campuses when 
school is in session is ideal, 
but that is not always pos-
sible - so hit the road during 
the summer. 

 •	Finalize your college list 
with 8 to 10 schools.

 •	Continue your test prep if  
you are planning on taking 
a fall SAT or ACT exam.

 •	Finish your personal state-
ment essay by the end of  
July.

 •	Finish your activity resume 
by the end of  July.

 •	Be ready to start working on 
the Common Application 
once available - August 1st.

 •	Create an essay tracker for 
your college supplemental 
essays and check if  there are 
any essay overlaps. This will 
cut down on the number of  
essays you will need to write.

Remember, play hard…but 
don’t forget to work hard!

College 101 Admissions Consultants 
LLC. Website: www.mycollege101.
com.  Email: tracy@mycollege101.com. 
Phone: (508) 380-3845. 

sponsored content
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Why Nurses Love to Work in Home Health and Hospice
As one of  the Common-

wealth’s largest home health, 
hospice and palliative care pro-
viders, VNA Care serves more 
than 27,000 patients each year 
with the expertise of  a dedicated, 
compassionate, and highly skilled 
workforce. While job opportuni-
ties in healthcare continue to ex-
pand, home health and hospice 
care are excellent career paths 
for nurses as care moves out of  
facilities. VNA Care staff mem-
bers deliver a full range of  home 
health and hospice services to 
patients of  all ages and health 
care needs directly in the home, 
taking into consideration the 
well-being of  both patients and 
their families. Here are a few 
reasons why our nurses at VNA 
Care love working in the home 
environment.

Flexible Schedule
While facility-based health-

care professions come with rigid 
shift schedules, home health and 
hospice nurses have more flex-
ibility in scheduling patient vis-
its. At VNA Care, we provide 
patient care seven days a week 
with opportunities to work week-
days, weeknights, and weekends 
as well as full-time, part-time, 
and per diem. The variety of  
schedules provides nurses more 
flexibility for work-life balance 

or to continue their education. 
We understand that our nurses 
have their own responsibilities 
and obligations outside of  work, 
and providing adaptable sched-
ules makes finding that balance 
easier. 

Independence and 
Autonomy

Home health and hospice 
nurses work independently in 
coordination with their multi-
disciplinary teams and clinical 
service manager as they care 
for patients. It’s a challenging 
and rewarding field that allows 
nurses to practice at the top of  
their license. Seeing patients in 
the home setting enables VNA 
Care’s clinicians to personalize 
care and develop strong relation-
ships with each of  their patients 
and their families.

Learning and Growing 
Opportunities

Our nurses are never alone 
throughout their learning pro-
cess. VNA Care’s nurse special-
ists provide their expertise to 

help their colleagues learn new 
skills such as wound care and 
IVs. Nurses are also supported 
by their clinical service manager 
and collaborate with other mem-
bers of  the team (such as rehab 
therapists, social workers, etc.) to 
provide the best possible patient 
care.

Along with exceptional team 
support, VNA Care’s healthcare 
professionals also enjoy competi-
tive benefits including HMO and 
PPO health insurance plans with 
a company-sponsored health re-
imbursement arrangement to 
offset deductible expenses, den-
tal plans, vision plans, and much 

more. We encourage a manage-
able work-life balance and incor-
porate additional benefits to help 
you outside of  your careers such 
as pet insurance and auto and 
homeowners’ insurance. Com-
pensation, including signing bo-
nuses for certain positions, is just 
one side of  the coin – room for 
professional growth is a priority 
at VNA Care, and our career 
opportunities aim to provide the 
necessary support and resources 
to help you meet your personal 
and professional goals. Founded 
by Massachusetts’ most estab-
lished home care organizations, 
VNA Care Network, VNA of  
Boston and VNA Hospice & Pal-
liative Care, VNA Care has built 
a company culture of  mutual 
trust and support that enables 
clinicians to deliver exceptional 
care.

For More Information
Interested in pursuing a ca-

reer in home health or hospice 
nursing? Visit our website at 
vnacare.org/careers or email us 
at HumanResources@vnacare.
org. We are here to answer any 
questions as you explore the next 
opportunity in your healthcare 
career.

Clean Slate Estate Inc.
Estate Clean-Out Specialists

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company

CleanSlateEstate.com
401-640-9385 • 800-989-4521

FREE
QUOTES

CALL US
FIRST

CALL NOW TO 
MAKE CASH $$$

WE BUY ... 

Small & Large
Collections Of Artwork, 

Baseball & Basketball Cards,
Coins, Comics, 

Diamonds, Gold, Jewelry, 
Pokemon Cards, Silver, Stamps, 

Trains & Toys (Antique)

FULLY INSURED & BONDED
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PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor.  Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Glenn Brown, 
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents 

and financial independence.

Want financial independence? 
Are you building with:

■ Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™
■ Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt 
■ Low-cost investments  ■ Growing income streams
■ Maximizing work, government & health benefits
■ Tax planning  ■ Insurance analysis  ■ Estate planning
■ College savings for kids  ■  Care for elderly parents

Your Money, Your Independence 

Teaching Kids about Savings and Investing
Momma, can I take the $40 

from grandma and grandpa to 
the Dollar Store?

Dada, how much does a dog 
cost? 

Yes, a third grader and kin-
dergartner can be curious and 
money conversations become 
more difficult as they grow older. 
Making kids understand how 
money works is a start, however 
financial literacy doesn’t equate 
to understanding value or mak-
ing good, responsible decisions. 

A book to help create financial 
decisions as teaching opportuni-
ties is The Opposite of  Spoiled: Rais-
ing Kids Who Are Grounded, Generous, 
and Smart About Money by Ron Li-
eber. 

Let me share the central strat-
egy: Allowance & Three Jars.

No allowance for chores. Li-
eber argues when parents tie al-
lowance to completion of  chores, 
they make work the primary 
focus, not money. Kids should do 
chores for the same reason we do 
- because they need to be done. 
If  done poorly, there are plenty 
of  privileges we can take away.

Allowance as a teaching tool. 
If  your child can count and ask 
to buy things, start an allowance. 
Consider 50 cents or $1 a week 

per year of  age, raised each year 
on birthdays. Your focus is to 
have them learn patience, strive 
for a goal and make decisions 
with defined resources.

Three jars: spend, save & give. 
They divide allowance into three 
clear jars each week: spending 
now, saving for later and giving to 
those who may need it more - an 
introduction to budgeting.

Now here is where I’ve come 
to differ from Lieber. 

He pays an unrealistic inter-
est rate each week (i.e. 20%) for 
“save jar” to help kids visibly see 
the power of  savings and com-
pounding. Once spent, less inter-
est is paid, helping teach selective 
spending decisions and building 
of  savings.  

Thinking like an investor. I 
want them curious if  something 
can be invested in, think why (or 
why not) it is a good investment 
and participate in risk/reward. 

To execute, some investment 
firms allow buying slices of  
shares, up to 5 companies for $50 
total. Can be in a child’s name 
via custodial account (beneficial 
capital gains rules) and viewed 
as a teaching tool rather than 
education savings since they’ll be 
spending on their larger wants.

As a holiday gift, we started 
three companies they knew and 
two I educated why they own it. 
Monthly we review values, if  div-
idends were paid, total account 
value, if  they want to add more 
and/or if  there’s a new company 
they want to invest in.

I’ve explained their favorite 
pizza shop is a small business 
that doesn’t have shares. Also ex-
plained who makes a game they 
like, which they decided to take 
from their “save jar” to buy. It’s 
down ~15% in a short time but 
I asked if  the reason they bought 
is still true, if  they want to buy 
more, still hold or sell.

Remember, it’s about learn-
ing and making mistakes now, to 
benefit when they’re older with 
their real earnings.  

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resident 
and owner of  PlanDynamic, LLC, 
www.PlanDynamic.com. Glenn is a 
fee-only Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so they can 
balance kids, aging parents and finan-
cial independence.

Glenn Brown

New England

Ballistic Services
Inc.

Instant cash paid for  
your valuable firearms.
Call today for a confidential consultation

508-381-0230 • www.neballistic.com

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM
Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human 
health and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

keepmercuryfromrising.org

SPONSORED BY
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~Over 36 Years Experience~
Residential & Commercial

From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoofing.com
UXBRIDGE, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907    HIC#160483

Our Roofs will weather the storm!

ROOFING • VINYL SIDING • WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.
Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille, No outside salesman!

PHYSICAL THERAPY MEDICAL BILLING 
& COLLECTION SPECIALIST

Account Matters, Inc. is a full-service Physical Therapy Medical Billing Service 
Company in Bellingham, MA.  We are currently seeking a FT/40 HR/WK  PT Billing 
& Collection Specialist. Strong attention to detail along with a track record of reli-
ability, confidentiality, and conscientious work. HS Diploma required. Experience 
preferred but will train the right candidate. 

Benefits include: Health/Dental Ins, Flexible Schedule, PTO, Holidays, Gym 
Membership, Rewards Program.

$16-$22/hr depending on experience. This is not a remote position. 
To learn more about this position or to apply, please visit accountmattersma.

com.  
We value diversity and welcome candidates from all backgrounds to apply. 

Dean College to Hold 156th 
Commencement Exercises on 
Saturday, May 7, 2022

Dean College’s 156th Com-
mencement Exercises celebrat-
ing the Class of  2022 will take 
place on Saturday, May 7, 2022 
at Dean College, 99 Main Street, 
Franklin, MA.

The ceremony will begin at 
11:00 a.m. on the front lawn of  
Dean Hall, along Awpie Way, 
and will take place rain or shine.

Commencement speakers 
include Dean College President 
Dr. Paula M. Rooney and stu-
dent speaker Jimmy Munro ’22.

For more information, visit 
www.dean.edu/commencement.

Beautification Day Scheduled 
for May 21

Volunteers are needed for the 
Franklin Downtown Partnership 
and Franklin Gar-den Club’s an-
nual Beautification Day in down-
town Franklin and the Town 
Common on the morning of  Sat-
urday, May 21, 8 a.m.- 12 p.m.

Dozens of  volunteers are 
needed to help plant red, white 
and blue flowers on the down-
town bridges and in barrels in 
front of  businesses. Volunteers 
with trucks are also needed to 
help pick up trays of  flowers at 
Fairmount Fruit Farm, 887 Lin-
coln St., Franklin. Community 
service hours are available to 
students needing volunteer op-
portunities.

If  you can volunteer, please 
email Beautification Chair Eileen 
Mason at ema-son4234@gmail.
com.

We appreciate the support 
of  these sponsors who make the 
beautification efforts in the down-
town Franklin possible. Platinum 
sponsors are Chaffee Property 

Group, Inc., Doherty, Dugan, 
Cannon, Raymond & Weil, P.C., 
RI Motorsports and Detail, and 
Eileen Mason of  ReMax Real 
Estate. Gold sponsors are D.G. 
Ranieri Real Es-tate, Dean Bank, 
and Encore Music Academy And 
Recording Studios. The silver 
sponsor is Safford Insurance.

The Franklin Downtown 
Partnership is a non-profit 
501©3 organization made up of  
350 residents, business owners 
and community leaders working 
to revitalize downtown Franklin. 
The Partnership manages events 
like the Strawberry Stroll and the 
Harvest Festival, and initiatives 
such as beautification, streetscape 
design, greenspace, alley murals, 
and sculpture projects. For more 
information go to www.franklin-
downtownpartnership.org.

Shown are volunteers from last year’s Franklin Beautification Day. This 
year, volun-teers are again needed for the event on the morning of 
Saturday, May 21st. Photo used courtesy of Franklin Downtown Partnership

Local Residents 
Help Raise 

Awareness for 
Veteran Cause

Franklin residents recently volunteered at a fund-
raiser for 22Mohawks, a local non-profit or-ganization 
that raises awareness around veteran suicide by sup-
porting veterans and their fami-lies. The meat raffle, a 
monthly event, was held at the VFW in Sandwich, and 
was organized by the Jarheads Motorcycle Club in sup-
port of  22Mohawk’s K9 Ride in May. From left, Olivia 
Dellaporta, Sophia Horton, Haley Boucher and Kelly 
Boucher. Kelly Boucher is the treasurer for 22Mohawks. 
Visit 22Mohawks.com for more information on the or-
ganization.
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Tree Removal • Ornamental Pruning • Cabling & Bracing 
Lot/Land Clearing • Stump Grinding • Crane Service

Bucket Tree Service • Bobcat Service

FULLY INSURED.           NEEDTREEWORK? Norfolk, MA   FREE ESTIMATES

NEED NEED 
TREE WORK?TREE WORK?

508-840-1600
Commercial and Residential

The b.LUXE beauty beat
Idea to Execution: Starting our own beauty brand  
By Gina Woelfel

b.LUXE is thrilled to an-
nounce the launch of  our first 
ever beauty product! We took 
our idea (and a leap of  faith) for a 
much-needed hair treatment and 
made it a reality.

Enter b.LUXE BEFORE Oil!
We dreamt of  creating our 

own retail brand for a long time. 
Our hair salon carries some of  
the most well-made and targeted 
hair and skin care products in 
the industry. So while we weren’t 
lacking in luxury products, we 
did see a niche in the market 
that wasn’t filled. Most products 
get to work after you shampoo 
and condition, but we believe 
hair protection starts before you 
cleanse. 

b.LUXE BEFORE Oil, is a 
preventative, pre-shampoo, treat-
ment oil that’s designed to be 
your first line of  defense against 
hair damage. It’s made with or-
ganic sunflower and prickly pear 
oil and our powerhouse ingre-
dient - broccoli seed oil, an es-
sential element that protects like 
nothing you’ve ever used before!

Hair is porous and can be eas-
ily stripped of  its moisture and 
vitality. Even the best shampoos 
that are formulated to remove 
oil, dirt and buildup can, some-
times, rob hair of  bounce and 
shine.  Here’s where we felt our 
industry was lacking. 

A few summers ago, we were 
researching a blog post about 
blonde hair and how copper 
found in hard water reacts with 
the chlorine from swimming 
pools. Your hair takes in what-
ever it comes in contact with and 
when copper is absorbed into 
your hair, the chemical reaction 
with chlorine can give your hair 
a greenish hue. We learned that 

by applying a thin coat of  olive 
oil to your hair before swimming, 
it creates a barrier that blocks 
chemicals and hard metals from 
being absorbed. This research 
inspired us to create a more pre-
ventative oil, packed with nu-
trients to protect your hair and 
support scalp health. 

Using our BEFORE Oil, pre-
shampoo,  allows you to wash and 
clean your hair without drying it 
out or stripping away sebum, the 
natural oil your scalp produces 
to lubricate the hair follicle. Our 
BEFORE Oil penetrates the hair 
shaft and scalp, depositing just 
the right amount of  hydration 
to keep hair smooth, healthy and 
well protected. 

BEFORE Oil also feeds your 
hair AND scalp the nutrition it 
needs! Broccoli seed oil (BSO), is 
rich in calming antioxidants, like 
vitamin A, a key component to 
all cell growth. Chemically de-
rived vitamin A has a reputation 
for being irritating. The natural 
version in broccoli seed oil is any-
thing but! In fact, the BSO in our 
BEFORE OIL can deliver many 
of  the same benefits a topical 
retinol cream can, like acceler-
ated cell turnover, minus the irri-
tation. With its collagen-boosting 
benefits, it’s one veggie you’ll 
never avoid again! It has a huge 
62.5% Omega-9 content and is 
gentle, hydrating and easily ab-
sorbed into your scalp and hair 
shaft. As an antioxidant, vitamin 
A neutralizes free radicals, the 
pollution particles created by in-
dustrial emissions that can harm 
skin cells (and remember, your 
scalp is your skin)! Broccoli seed 
oil’s essential fatty acids deliver 
intense hydration without clog-
ging pores and has been shown 
to help calm inflammatory scalp 
conditions like eczema, dandruff 

and dry skin.
Right now, while supplies last, 

we’re offering a 2 ounce trial size 
for just $39. That’s 30 shampoos! 
Once these samples are gone, 
they’re gone! And for those of  
you who would like to try before 
you buy, grab a single shampoo 
BEFORE Oil sample at our 
Medway studio.  Our new 1 oz. 
packaging will be available this 
June/2022. 

We can’t wait for you to try 
our new BEFORE Oil. This 
endeavor was two years in the 
making and to finally be able to 
bring our new product to you is a 
dream come true! 

And let’s not forget, this 
month is Mother’s Day and, of  
course, we’ve got something spe-
cial for Mom!

Check out our May Specials, 
available online and in-studio! 

– PAID ADVERTISEMENT –

Make your appointment today!

15% OFF15% OFF  
a FULL SET of Lash Extensions

 for the month of May!

Services offered:

www.justfeliciawi.com
Call Felicia: 781-856-5271
or Email: feesh59@yahoo.com

• Lash Extensions
• Lash Lifts

• Brown Laminations
• Tinting of Eyelashes & Brows
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Milford Federal Bank appoints Jeremy Leap Senior 
Vice President Commercial Lending

Milford Federal Bank an-
nounced today that Jeremy Leap 
has joined the Bank as SVP, 
Commercial Lending.  Mr. Leap 
will lead a growing team of  Mil-
ford Federal’s Commercial Bank-
ers, Jeremy will join Anna Case, 
AVP, Commercial Credit Officer 
& Operations Manager, Anita 
Carroll, Commercial Portfolio 
Manager and Stephanie Saraid-
arian, Commercial Credit Rep-
resentative.

“We couldn’t be happier to 
welcome Jeremy to our Com-
mercial Banking Team” said 
Paul Gilbody President & CEO,” 
Jeremy’s depth and experience in 
commercial lending expands our 
capabilities significantly with this 
important growth area for Mil-
ford Federal. He brings strong re-
lationships and familiarity in the 

communities we serve that will 
benefit our existing clients and 
future expansion of  our lending 
portfolio”

Jeremy has 16 years’ experi-
ence as a Commercial Lender 
most recently at Savers Bank.  
Jeremy is involved with the 
United Way & Habitat for Hu-
manity. 

Established in 1887, Milford 
Federal Bank has been assisting 
its neighbors and friends for 135 
years. Serving the greater Mil-
ford and Blackstone Valley areas 
in Massachusetts and North-
ern RI, it has four conveniently 
located offices in Milford and 
Whitinsville Massachusetts and 
Woonsocket, RI and can also be 
found on the Internet at Milford-
Federal.com and Facebook.

Stephanie Saraidarian, Anna Case , Jeremy Leap and Anita Carroll.

Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

508.634.2500  
MilfordFederal.com                    

Milford Federal Bank

Business Banking Solutions

Our Business Banking team is committed to the growth and success of your business 
through our local decision-making and a relationship-based approach. 

Learn more at MilfordFederal.com!

Commercial Lending
Cash Management 

Payment Solutions
Business Accounts 

NMLS#465956

Delete yellow burst 

Use Free Estimates!
Tub & Showers Only!

as the header in big bold

Sincerely,
SERVICING:SERVICING:
Rotted Shower & Tub AreasRotted Shower & Tub Areas
Complete Bath Remodel on RequestComplete Bath Remodel on Request

Call Gary: Call Gary: 508-528-7245508-528-7245
Or Email: Or Email: garypotter1958@gmail.comgarypotter1958@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES! TUB & SHOWERS ONLY!FREE ESTIMATES! TUB & SHOWERS ONLY!

Franklin for All – Stay Involved!
We had incredible participa-

tion in the Franklin for All public 
forum. Over 600 residents con-
tributed to the Visioning Sur-
vey. Our project consultants at 
the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council will use feedback to cre-

ate the zoning recommendations. 
The draft recommendations will 
be presented to the public again 
sometime in May - June. 

Franklin for All (https://www.
mapc.org/resource-library/
franklin-for-all/) is a study with 
the MAPC aimed at rezoning 
Franklin center for economic 

growth and diverse housing op-
portunities.

Sign up for the Franklin for 
All email list to be updated on all 
future engagement opportunities! 
(https://lp.constantcontactpages.
com/su/1mpnJjF) 

CORRECTION:
Last month, Local Town Pages attributed an incorrect caption to 

a photo that accompanied a press release regarding a donation by 
Local Operating Engineers Union. The caption for the photo of  the 
check should have read: Local Operating Engineers Union Donates 
$100,000 to the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.

Local Town Pages 
Is Looking for 

Writers!
Our Town Publishing is currently seeking freelance 

writers local to the Metrowest area to cover stories for 
our nine publications which cover the towns of  Ashland, 
Bellingham, Franklin, Holliston, Hopedale, Natick, 
Norfolk, Norwood, Medway, Millis, and Wrentham. 

If  you’re interested, please send a resume and two 
writing samples to editor@franklintownnews.com.
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Let Robert Roofing Let Robert Roofing 
& Gutters help!& Gutters help!

• Free Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• Serving the South Shore 
   & Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene
857-247-8709

robertroofingandgutters.com
One Call Sends a Roofer, Not a Salesman

Is Your Spring To-Do List Is Your Spring To-Do List 
Too Much For You To Handle?Too Much For You To Handle?

New Roof Installation

New Roof Installation

Fascia, Soffit, Trim
Fascia, Soffit, Trim

Seamless Gutters
Seamless Gutters

Chimney Re-Leading

Chimney Re-Leading

Window Installation

Window Installation

Skylight Installation

Skylight Installation

SidingSiding

PEACE OF MIND
PEACE OF MIND
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iStent Inject and Microgoniotomy for Glaucoma
By: Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

What is glaucoma and how is it 
treated?

Glaucoma is a chronic disease 
defined by characteristic optic 
nerve damage.  It is a multi-fac-
torial disease with over 300 dif-
ferent anatomic variations and 
affects over 40,000,000 people 
worldwide.  Glaucoma is a slowly 
progressive and irreversible dis-
ease and, in most cases, causes 
a painless loss of  eyesight.  It is, 
in short, “the silent sneak thief  
of  sight”. The damage to the 
optic nerve is commonly caused 
by a fluid imbalance, or pressure, 
in the eye, as well as possible al-
terations in the blood flow to the 
optic nerve.  It is well established 
that lowering the intraocular 
pressure can slow the process of  
optic nerve damage.  The degree 
of  pressure lowering necessary to 

prevent optic nerve damage is in-
dividualized for each person and 
each optic nerve.  The greater 
the optic nerve damage, the 
lower the intraocular pressure is 
needed to achieve stability and 
prevent further optic nerve dam-
age and further visual field loss.

If  glaucoma is left untreated 
you may experience vision loss 
and eventual blindness.  Treat-
ment strategies for glaucoma 
are individualized to achieve the 
greatest lowering of  the intraocu-
lar pressure with the least amount 
of  risk to the individual’s eyesight 
and well-being.  Commonly, in 
the United States, topical medi-
cations are used as a first line of  
treatment.  In many situations, 
multiple medications are tried to 
achieve the desired pressure level.  
Unfortunately, there can be diffi-
culties with compliance, cost and 
side effects with many of  these 
medications and laser therapy is 

commonly substituted as a first 
line of  therapy.  
What is the iStent® trabecular 
micro-bypass stent? 

Minimally invasive glaucoma 
surgical procedures, so-called 
MIGS involve alterations of  the 
drainage area that are performed 
inside the eye.  The iStent® tra-
becular micro-bypass stent is 
a surgical therapy for patients 
who have mild to moderate open 
angle glaucoma and have been 
tried possibly on topical medi-
cations or laser therapy.  It is 
designed to improve the aque-
ous outflow to better lower the 
intraocular pressure and reduce 
the need for medications.  The 
iStent® is the smallest medical 
device approved by the FDA to 
date.  It is placed in the eye into 
the drainage area, so-called Sch-
lemm’s Canal through the tra-
becular meshwork. The iStent® 
is an elective procedure.  The iS-

tent® is potentially beneficial in 
helping to reduce the number of  
glaucoma medications and drops 
needed to control this condition.
What is microgoniotomy surgery?  

Microgoniotomy surgery 
(using the iAccess trabecular 
trephine device from Glaukos) 
is another type of  MIGS. This 
procedure provides control of  the 
eye pressure at lower risk than 
more traditional glaucoma sur-
geries. It alters the eye’s drainage 
system to lower the eye pressure 
and reduce the need for medica-
tions. Microgoniotomy can be 
done standalone or combined 
with iStents during cataract sur-
gery in a tissue sparing fashion 
to improve resistance to outflow 
in glaucoma. This tissue-sparing 
procedure can help lower the 
pressure even more compared 
to implanting iStent alone.  Dur-
ing this procedure and  ophthal-
mologist (Eye MD/ surgeon) will 
make 3 trephination cuts in a 
part of  the eye’s drainage system 
called the trabecular meshwork. 
This will allow fluid to leave the 
eye much easier.
Benefits (how the surgery can 
help)

The goal of  the iStent and 
microgoniotomy surgery is to 
lower your eye pressure and help 
preserve vision. It will not bring 
back vision already lost from 
glaucoma. After implantation, 
many patients are able to better 
control their eye pressure with 
fewer medications.

Risks 
As with any surgery, there are 

risks with the iStent and microgo-
niotomy procedure. The surgery 
may not lower the eye pressure or 
control the glaucoma even when 
it is properly performed. In ad-
dition, sometimes there can be 
complications that do not appear 
in the early post operative period 
but may develop days, months or 
years later.  Further treatment or 
surgery to treat those complica-
tions may be needed.  As with 
any intraocular surgery, there 
may be loss of  vision, blindness, 
loss of  the eye, as well as bleed-
ing, infection and injury to the 
eye or nearby body parts.

At Milford Franklin Eye Cen-
ter, we use state-of-the-art tech-
nology and lasers to diagnose 
and treat a variety of  eye prob-
lems, including glaucoma. We 
offer high-definition optic coher-
ence tomography testing (OCT) 
that can predict glaucoma before 
it even happens. We also offer 
laser treatment when medica-
tions alone are not enough. All 
our offices are equipped with 
OCT and state-of-the-art com-
puterized visual field testing. 
We operate in a state-of-the-art 
surgery center close to home, 
here at the Cataract and Laser 
Surgery Center of  Milford. Are 
you still being directed to go to 
Waltham and Attleboro for your 
eye surgery?  Call us for a second 
opinion! We were among the 
first surgeons in New England 
to introduce this new technology 
and we offer stellar outcomes 
closer to home. With 20 years 
of  established experience and 
tens of  thousands of  procedures 
performed, we are happy to offer 
state-of-the-art medical and sur-
gical eye care and now the iS-
tent inject /microgoniotomy for 
treatment of  glaucoma closer to 
home than ever before.

For more details, see our ad on this 
page.

Living Healthy

508-473-7939
160 South Main St (Rt 140)

Milford, MA 01757

508-528-3344 
750 Union Street

Franklin, MA 02038

Surgery Center
145 West St., Milford

508-381-6040

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.    Shazia S. Ahmed, M.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

GET NOTICED!
For rates and info on advertising your business, 

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 
or email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com
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One-on-One treatment

Living Healthy

O�ering both Center-based and Tele-therapies

30 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville 

(508) 695-6848
Visit our website:

www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

  

 

• Speech-Language Evaluations and �erapies-All ages
• Hearing Tests
• Custom Fit Hearing Aids and Service
• Occupational �erapy

Serving the children, adolescents and adults 

 

of greater Boston for over 20 years

5 North Meadow Rd, Medfield
(508) 359-4532

Early Intervention �erapy
Post-Stroke and Parkinson �erapies
ABA-based Educational �erapy

Many of Our Services are Covered by insurance

Tri-County RVTHS’ Health Career Students Excel Despite COVID 
Health Career Juniors started 

their career path two years ago, 
just as COVID-19 struck. De-
spite the setbacks, the students 
who tested for their Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) State 
Exams passed with a one-hun-
dred percent success rate for the 
second year in a row.

These students have faced 
numerous obstacles to get where 
they are today, including virtual 
education, changing protocols, 
difficulties entering facilities to 
obtain their clinical hours, and 
most recently, a change in their 
testing criteria days before their 
exam.

When the juniors selected 
their Career Program, they had 
no idea they would be faced 
with a worldwide Pandemic 
that would shut down the world. 
When they would have been re-
ceiving hands-on education from 
their highly qualified instructors 
at Tri-County RVTHS, they 
were forced to work remotely for 
safety reasons.

Prior to the pandemic, pro-
tocols would change but not as 
frequently as they have due to 
COVID. For example, at the end 
of  the 2021 school year, the stu-
dents could wear masks without 
face shields during their assisted 
living hours, but they were asked 
to wear face shields again at the 
start of  the 2022 school year. 
Wearing face shields may seem 
like a small change, but it can be-
come sweltering when lifting and 
rolling patients.

Health Career students ben-
efit by gaining clinical hours as 
part of  their vocational training. 
These hours help students gain 
the interpersonal skills neces-
sary to enter their line of  work 
as well as the procedures for 
proper mouth care and bathing 
individuals. Facilities tightened 
their visitation or eliminated 
them entirely during the start of  
the pandemic, limiting the hours 
the students were able to obtain. 
These hours are necessary to sit 
for the CNA Exam. The juniors 
resumed their clinical hours in 
May of  2021 but were forced 
to stop when they were three 
hours, or one day, short of  the 
minimum requirement for the 
exam when the surge hit post-
winter break. Luckily, they were 
able to get back in and surpassed 
the needed hours. “Despite the 
challenges our health career 
students have faced, they are 
excited to contribute and make 
a difference,” says Kylie Geikie, 
Health Careers teacher.

A week before the test, the 
testing company that typically 
administers the test for Tri-
County students became un-
available. Finding and securing 
a new testing company was chal-
lenging, and then the students 
needed to change on a dime to 

the new testing structure. The 
written exam was shortened 
from two hours to one and a 
half  hours. The practical por-
tion, which measures knowledge 
of  industry safety standards, in-
fection control protocols, and 
critical thinking ability, used to 
be twenty minutes long for three 
skills would now be thirty to 
forty minutes long and require 
the students to pass five skills. 
In addition to the test changes, 
the new company administers 
tests via a computer whereas the 
old company used paper. “Our 
students have worked hard and 
shown great resilience. They 
adapted easily to the changes 
thrown at them and excelled. 
We are proud to work beside 
them and know they will do 
amazing things after gradua-
tion,” stated Geikie.

After passing their CNA 
Exams, the juniors can start 
their cooperative education. 
Four students have placements 
and started their positions on 
April 4th. Health Career stu-
dents typically pursue employ-
ment in long-term care, nursing 
homes, and assisted living facili-
ties.  

Day one, Left to right, Genevieve Aulenbach – Franklin, Jennifer 
Kalick - No.Attleboro, Abigail Polvado  - No.Attleboro, Ava D’Amadio – 
Plainville, Hannah Clarke - No.Attleboro, Faith Boutin - Seekonk

Day 2, Left to right, Natalie Kirby – Walpole, Sophie chrisom – Medway, 
Laura Birch – Seekonk, Paige Chambers – Millis, Kimberly Escobar – 
Walpole, Sadie Manning - Franklin

Day 3, Left to right , Isabella Rivera – Plainville, Sheila Cardona – 
Plainville, Brenna Kelly - No.Attleboro, Nyah Ramos – Seekonk, Ashly 
Cardona – Plainville, Noelle Kennedy - Walpole
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mariosroofing.com

Call 781-344-2420781-344-2420 
to set up a consultation!

SAVE UP TO $2,500 NOW!

1st Responders Receive a 1st Responders Receive a $$250.00 Amazon Gift Card250.00 Amazon Gift Card

We won’t soak you to keep you warm and dry!

With complete job. Please ask for details.

ROOFING WINDOWS SKYLIGHTS SIDING

50% off Graber Cellular Shades with 
any Window Ordered and Installed.

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

• COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

• TREE REMOVAL BY BUCKET TRUCK /CRANE

• LAND CLEARING

• STUMP GRINDING

• STORM DAMAGE

• SNOW REMOVAL

• FIREWOOD SALES
CharronTreeCompany.com  

CharronTreeService@yahoo.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
1060 Pulaski Blvd, Bellingham, MA 02019

Parent Child Classes • Pre-K Gymnastics • Grade School
Gymnastics • Dance • Sports Skills • Awesome Birthday Bashes 

PROGRAM JAMS

Come Join us this summer for Seriously Fun Classes
and our Summer Program Jams!

We have something to keep everyone active this summer!
Program Jams: Age 3-12 
Classes: Ages 4 Months to 12 Years old!

$16.5M Buys Housing for People with Disabilities
 MassDevelopment has is-

sued a $16.5 million tax-exempt 
bond on behalf  of  Amego, Inc., 
a nonprofit serving individuals 
with autism spectrum disorders 
and other developmental dis-
abilities. The organization will 
use proceeds to buy 16 residential 
facilities it currently leases and 
operates in Boylston, Holliston, 
Canton, Marlborough, Easton, 
Millis, Franklin, Northborough, 
Foxboro, Plainville, Rehoboth, 
and Framingham, which house a 
total of  63 adults. The purchase 
will allow Amego, Inc. to build 
long-term equity through prop-
erty ownership. 233 Genesee 
Street Corporation, an affiliate 

of  M&T Bank, purchased the 
bond, which will also be used to 
refinance previously issued debt. 
BT Capital Group, LLC served 
as financial advisor for the trans-
action.

“Human service providers 
play a critical role in our com-
munities by ensuring individuals 
of  all abilities can find safe and 
affordable housing, access health 
and wellness programs, and se-
cure education and employment 
opportunities,” said Secretary of  
Housing and Economic Develop-
ment Mike Kennealy, who serves 
as chair of  MassDevelopment’s 
Board of  Directors. “Financing 
offered by MassDevelopment 

makes it easier for these organi-
zations to grow both in size and 
heart.” 

“Core to our mission is help-
ing nonprofits like Amego, Inc. 
finance capital projects that im-
prove their ability to meet the 
needs of  clients and vulnerable 
communities throughout Mas-
sachusetts,” said MassDevelop-
ment President and CEO Dan 
Rivera. “MassDevelopment is 
proud to continue our partner-
ship with Amego as it buys 16 of  
its residential facilities – a move 
to help the organization build 
equity and continue providing 

this high-quality housing for in-
dividuals with developmental dis-
abilities.”

“Supporting organizations 
which help all people live their 
lives to the fullest is integral to 
M&T as a community bank,” 
said M&T Bank Massachusetts 
Not-For-Profit and Healthcare 
Group Manager Cindy Langer. 
“We are pleased to partner with 
Amego, Inc. and MassDevel-
opment, a collaboration which 
enables a mainstay agency in 
eastern Massachusetts to con-
tinue focusing on empowering 
and delivering quality services to 
individuals of  all abilities.”

MassDevelopment has previ-
ously supported Amego, Inc. In 
2021, the agency issued a $30 
million tax-exempt bond to help 
Amego, Inc. build and equip six 
new residential facilities in Frank-
lin to house 47 students ages 
eight through 22 who attend the 
nearby Amego School. In 2006, 

the agency issued a $2,255,000 
tax-exempt bond, a portion of  
which Amego, Inc. used to buy 
and renovate a residential group 
home in Plainville.

“Our relationship with Mass-
Development is allowing Amego 
to secure financing that enables 
us to manage cashflow while fo-
cusing on quality and expansion 
of  critical services,” said Amego, 
Inc. President and CEO John 
Randall.

Founded in 1971, Amego, 
Inc. is a nonprofit organization 
with locations in eastern Mas-
sachusetts and Florida. With an 
array of  programs for individuals 
with autism and other develop-
ment disabilities, the organiza-
tion creates a stable foundation 
for growth and progress. Amego, 
Inc. offers services such as 24-
hour residential support, day and 
educational programs, consulta-
tive services to public and private 
organizations, and individualized 
clinical supports.

MassDevelopment, the state’s 
development finance agency and 
land bank, works with businesses, 
nonprofits, banks, and communi-
ties to stimulate economic growth 
across the Commonwealth. Dur-
ing FY2021, MassDevelopment 
financed or managed 416 proj-
ects generating investment of  
more than $1.86 billion in the 
Massachusetts economy. These 
projects are estimated to create 
or support 6,578 jobs and build 
or preserve 1,909 housing units.

Photo of a residential facility in Plainville, courtesy of Amego, Inc.
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1986 Sea Ray 34 ft.1986 Sea Ray 34 ft.
Vessel is located at the Slocum Cove Marina.  

2 Elm Ave., Fairhaven, MA 02719

Please Contact 508-992-4025 to  
resolve non-payment

Failure to claim the vessel will constitute a waiver 
of all rights, title, and interest in the property.

If ownership is not claimed and the vessel is not 
removed within 90 days of this post, the marina 

has a right to apply for title of the vessel.

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

♦ Driveways  
♦ Parking Lots  
♦ Pressure Washing
♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair

Dean College Offers Summer 
Programs in Sports Broadcasting, 
Forensics and the Performing Arts

 Is your high schooler inter-
ested in learning more about the 
performing arts, careers in sports 
or forensics while getting a taste 
of  college life? This summer, 
Dean College will offer the Dean 
Summer Arts Institute and two 
pre-college programs in Sports 
Broadcasting and Forensics.

For students interested in 
dance or musical theatre, the 
Dean Summer Arts Institute 
is a week-long intensive in the 
performing arts. Students in the 
dance intensive will receive con-
servatory training in ballet, mod-
ern, jazz, tap and related dance 
techniques taught by world-class 
faculty. In the musical theatre 
intensive, students will study act-
ing, singing and dancing with re-
nowned faculty and guest artists 

while learning about auditioning, 
picking repertoire, acting for the 
camera, self-taping and rehearsal 
techniques.

The Dean Summer Arts In-
stitute will run from July 17-24, 
2022. For more information, visit 
www.dean.edu/summerarts.

The Sports Broadcasting and 
Forensics Pre-College Summer 
Programs offer a great introduc-
tion to college life. Students will 
earn college credit for complet-
ing the program while they learn 
from experts in the field and get 
advice on the college admissions 
process from a Dean College 
admissions counselor during a 
free one-on-one consultation. 
Students will also participate in 
unique real-world experiences 
and field trips embedded into 

each program, with behind-the-
scenes access to program-specific 
venues such as Gillette Stadium 
and the New England Patriots 
training camp. Additional expe-
riences may include trips to a sci-
ence lab and police station for the 
Forensics program and a baseball 
stadium for the Sports Broadcast-
ing program, as well as the op-
portunity to call live play-by-play 
and host talk show programs.

Two one-week sessions of  
each pre-college summer pro-
gram will be offered. The first 
session will run from July 24-29, 
2022, and the second session will 
run from July 31-August 5, 2022. 
For more information, visit www.
dean.edu/summer.

7th Annual Empty Bowls Event to Benefit the Franklin 
Food Pantry May 19th
Annual Event Back In-Person with 
Traditional Soup and Bread Dinner 

The Franklin High School 
Empty Bowls Club will again 
host an Empty Bowls dinner to 
benefit the Franklin Food Pantry 
on Thursday May 19. The event 
will take place at Franklin High 
School in the cafeteria from 6 to 
8 p.m. The club partners with 
the Franklin Food Pantry to cre-
ate hand-made empty bowls to 
give to attendees as a reminder 
of  the many “empty bowls” that 
exist in the lives of  those who ex-
perience hunger.  

The event will feature a tra-
ditional soup and bread dinner, 
ceramic bowls to take home 
that the students have made, 
an online and in-person art 
auction, and a giving wall.  At-
tendees can purchase tickets 
online (https://interland3.do-
norperfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E188424&id=47) 
until noon on Thursday, May 
19.  Tickets may also be pur-
chased at the door with cash or 
check only.  The online auction 
will open (https://sites.google.
com/view/emptybowls5/live-
auction?authuser=0) on May 18 

at midnight and will run through 
June 1. 

“After two years of  smaller 
events, we are so excited to be 
able to bring back Empty Bowls 
in its original intent,” said Tina 
Powderly, executive director for 
the Franklin Food Pantry. “It’s 
a wonderful way to raise aware-
ness about our neighbors in need 
while partnering with the com-
munity.  We could not run this 
event without the Franklin High 
School Empty Bowls Club and 
FHS Art Teacher Brenna John-
son. Brenna works tirelessly with 
the students to educate them 
about hunger in the commu-
nity – awareness that they take 
forward in life after school - and 
helps them to create beautiful 
bowls for guests to take home.”  

Johnson said, “I love Empty 
Bowls and it’s one of  the best 
things I have ever been a part of !  
As a teacher, I’m so glad I can 
help students learn that they can 
make a difference in the lives of  
so many families with their art.” 

Empty Bowls is an interna-
tional grass roots effort to fight 

hunger and raise funds to sup-
port local pantries. The Frank-
lin Food Pantry and the FHS 
Empty Bowls Club work together 
to support the cause locally. For 
more information about the 
event, visit www.franklinfood-
pantry.org or call 508-528-3115. 
To sponsor the event please 
visit https://interland3.donor-
perfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E188424&id=46 .

About the Franklin High 
School Empty Bowls Club 

Franklin High School is partic-
ipating in an international char-
ity project called Empty Bowls, 
which supports hunger initiatives 
in local communities. The objec-
tive of  the Empty Bowls Club 
is to teach students of  all ages 
that they can make a difference 
in their local community. Club 
members, their families, coupled 
with the Franklin community 
spend the year making ceramic 
bowls by hand. Then, the Empty 
Bowls Club and the Franklin 
Food Pantry co-host a fundraiser 
at FHS. All funds raised at this 
event are donated directly to the 
Franklin Food Pantry.  

About the Franklin Food 
Pantry  

The Franklin Food Pantry 
offers supplemental food assis-
tance and household necessities 
to almost 1,100 individuals per 
year. The Franklin Food Pantry 
is not funded by the Town of  
Franklin. As a private, nonprofit 
organization, we depend on do-
nations from individuals, corpo-
rations, foundations and other 
strategic partners. We are grate-
ful for our many partnerships, 
including that with the Greater 
Boston Food Bank, that allow us 

to achieve greater buying power 
and lower our costs. Donations 
and grants fund our food pur-
chases, keep our lights on, and 
put gas in our food truck. Other 
programs include home delivery, 
Weekend Backpack Program for 
Franklin school children in need, 
mobile pantry, emergency food 
bags and holiday meal packages. 
The Pantry is located at 43 W. 
Central St. in Franklin on Route 
140 across from the Franklin Fire 
Station. Visit www.franklinfood-
pantry.org for more information.   
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 .D. MURPHYJJCONSTRUCTION

Building • Remodeling • AdditionsBuilding • Remodeling • Additions
Kitchens • Baths • Replacement Windows • Decks • GaragesKitchens • Baths • Replacement Windows • Decks • Garages

Since 1976

Licensed • Insured • RegisteredLicensed • Insured • Registered 508-376-5003

15 Main St. Franklin

Save the Date for June 
10 Strawberry Stroll 

The Franklin Downtown Part-
nership is currently organizing its 
annual Strawberry Stroll, set for 
Friday, June 10, from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. in downtown Franklin. The 
rain date will be Saturday, June 
11 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

During the Stroll, the Partner-
ship will unveil the Ladybug Cul-
tural and Historical Trail. The 
Trail uses ladybug sculptures to 
tie approximately 25 histori-
cal and cultural sites together in 
downtown Franklin.

Also during the Strawberry 
Stroll, Dean Bank will host 
“Dancing on Dean” which will 
feature two local bands on a 
bandstand at the intersection of  
Main Street and Dean Avenue. 
Delicious strawberry shortcakes 

provided by Dean Bank and 
Dean College will be sold in front 
of  Dean Bank.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
the Strawberry Stroll back after a 
two-year absence because of  the 
pandemic,” said Partnership Ex-
ecutive Director Lisa Piana. “We 
are looking forward to kicking off 
the summer season with this fun 
event.”

Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available. For information 
about sponsorships, contact the 
Partnership office at downtown.
franklin@yahoo.com.

The Franklin Downtown Part-
nership is a 501©3 organization 
made up of  350 members working 
to revitalize downtown Franklin. 
Learn more at www.franklindown-
townpartnership.org. 

Franklin Downtown Partnership’s 
Executive Director, Lisa Piana, is 
more than ready for this year’s 
Strawberry Stroll, back on June 
10th, from 4-8 p.m.

During the Stroll, the Partnership 
will unveil the Ladybug Cultural 
and Historical Trail.

Local Quilters to Raise Funds for 
Ukrainian Refugees

 “Hope for Ukraine,” a queen 
size blue and yellow quilt made 
by members of  Yankee Quilters 
Guild, will be raffled to sup-
port efforts to resettle Ukrainian 
refugee families arriving in Mas-
sachusetts. The approximately 
80” x 80” quilt features a central 
sunflower, the national flower of  
Ukraine, and 24 large Log Cabin 
blocks in the bright colors of  the 
nation’s flag.

The proceeds from the fund-
raiser will be donated to Ascen-
tria Care Alliance, a Worcester 
nonprofit organization which 
will offer housing and other as-
sistance to refugees arriving from 
Ukraine. Tickets are $5 each 
or 5 for $20. Raffle tickets are 
available at Emma’s Quilt Cup-
board in Franklin; through Yan-
kee Quilters’ Facebook page; or 
by emailing yankeequilters11@
gmail.com. Checks may also be 
mailed to Yankee Quilters at PO 
Box 53, Franklin MA 02038. 
The winner will be drawn June 
14th in Franklin.

The quilt was created by mem-
bers of  the Guild to reflect their 
concern for the health and safety 
of  the millions of  Ukrainian citi-
zens whose lives and homes have 
been threatened by the current 
invasion. The “Log Cabin” quilt 
block is a traditional design sym-

bolizing the importance of  the 
hearth at the center of  the home. 
For this quilt, Yankee members 
made the center square white, a 
symbol of  peace, rather than the 
conventional red. The quilt will 
be on display at Emma’s Quilt 
Cupboard beginning April 19th.

“I am very proud to be affili-
ated with this guild. The mem-
bers are very generous with their 
time and creativity,” said Cindy 
Lynch, Vice President. “To the 
Ukrainian people, may God be 
your guide through this stressful 
time.”

Quilters all over the world are 
using their talents to support re-
lief  efforts for Ukraine. “There is 
a long tradition among quilters 
and other crafters to support 
those in need and Yankee mem-
bers immediately answered the 
call when the idea was proposed 
in March,” said Susan Speers, a 
member from Franklin. 

The quilt has been cus-
tom quilted by Jim Lynch, of  
Bumblebee Quilting Service in 
Monson. The Guild greatly ap-
preciates Jim’s donation of  time 
and materials to this project.

The back of  the quilt is a yel-
low sunflower print, with a cen-
tral label surrounded by yellow 
and blue hearts, using a pattern 
by quilt designer Bonnie Hunter, 

of  Kentucky. The label is ma-
chine embroidered by Beth Bros-
nahan of  Palmer.

Fabrics for the quilt were gen-
erously donated by members of  
the Guild and Cathy Racine, of  
The Charlton Sewing Center in 
Charlton, Mass. Creative energy 
and materials were contributed 
by members of  Yankee including 
Diana Hatch of  Holliston who 
hand-appliqued the sunflower; 
Pat Mulhall, of  Sherborn, who 
donated the batting; Cindy 
Lynch, of  Bumblebee Quilt-
ing Service, who combined the 
blocks and prepared the back; 
and more than a dozen mem-
bers who donated their time, 
talent and supplies in support of  
Ukraine. 

Yankee Quilters Guild is a 
501-c-3 charitable organization 
based in Franklin with mem-
bers throughout the region. The 
Guild makes comfort quilts for 
those in need, supports other 
charitable work, and provides 
educational programs on the art 
and craft of  quilt making. The 
Guild meets monthly at Emma’s 
Quilt Cupboard in Franklin, in 
space generously donated by the 
store. Donations to the Guild are 
tax-deductible to the extent al-
lowed by current law.
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We are here for all your Summer Propane Needs!We are here for all your Summer Propane Needs!

www.medwayoilpropane.com www.medwayoilpropane.com 
info@medwayoilpropane.cominfo@medwayoilpropane.com

**APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.
**New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

FREE:FREE:  100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane**  
FREE:FREE:    $$100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan**

Serving satisfied customers 
since 1954 ... Let us serve you!
Give us a call today! 800-649-5949

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & gas fired  

equipment
•  A+ rated by the  
Better Business

  Bureau

Programs
•  Flexible pricing and 

budget programs

•  Ask about our 
Veteran, Military, 
Police and Fire 
discount

• Contractors - 
  we have specials & 
  savings for you!

Propane
• Propane is versatile. 
  Propane can provide 
  home heat, hot water, 
  cooking, fireplaces, pool 
  heaters, generators, grill 
  & patio needs.

• Auto Deliveries

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Franklin Future 
Leaders to Hold 
Fundraiser June 22

Franklins Future Lead-
ers encourages and promotes 
Kindness, Helpfulness and 
Volunteering throughout their 
Community, through Projects 
and Guests Speakers. This is a 
group of  children, boys and girls, 
ages 4-12+, learning how to help 
the community and learning 
how the community helps us! We 
are a non for profit supported by 
The Dance Studio and a 501c3. 
Our group consists of  children 
willing to know the importance 
of  our community, how it helps 
them and in turn, learning how 
to help our community. 

Franklin’s Future Leader proj-
ects include Backpacks for Kids, 
as well as a collection of  needed 
items for the Franklin Food Pan-
try. Lessons are applied to each 
month’s donations. Our projects 
also include(d) in November/
December, Toys for Tots through 
the Franklin Police Station

Raffle baskets providing funds 
for Franklin Senior Center, The 
Franklin Food Pantry and Fire/
Police Stations, Wednesday 
Wishes (provides free meals for 
those in need, and A Birthday 
Present for a child, ages 2-18. 

We meet in person monthly, 
January thru April, with guests 
speakers coming to our group 
and speaking with the children. 

On June 22nd, we will have 
Information at our Fundraiser 
at La Cantina, ”Wine Down 
Wednesday!”, 6-8 p.m.  Tickets 
are $30 per person or $55 per 
couple, and it includes pizza and 
either a glass of  wine or a glass 
of  beer. This is open to adults 
only, space is limited. Parent in-
volvement is required. — tick-
ets will not be sold at the door. 
Email Cheryl at cas324@msn.
com for tickets. 

Senator Rausch Announces 
Creation of Small Business 
Advisory Council

In April, Senator Rausch hosted the inau-
gural meeting of  her Small Business Advisory 
Council, consisting of  eleven small business 
from across the Norfolk, Bristol, and Middlesex 
District. Spurred by the unique challenges small 
businesses face during the wake of  the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Council’s mission is to create 
a consistent dialogue about issues facing small 
businesses from across the district to inform eco-
nomic policy on Beacon Hill.  

The Massachusetts legislative session ends at 
the end of  July, and the Senate will be debating 
the fiscal year 2023 budget this May. The four 
remaining months of  the legislative session are a 
critical period to pass bills and allocate funding 
for Massachusetts communities and local proj-
ects across the state. 

The Senator’s Small Business Advisory 
Council currently consists of  the following 11 
businesses: 

•	 67 Degrees Brewing, Franklin 
•	 Althea’s Beauty Depot, North Attleboro 
•	 Choc-Allure, Needham 
•	 Crosby’s Coffeehouse, Wrentham 
•	 French Press, Needham 
•	 La Cantina, Franklin  
•	 Nutty Bird Granola, Sherborn 
•	 Quality Cleaners, Millis 
•	 Todos, Natick  
•	 An Unlikely Story, Plainville 
•	 Wesleaf, Needham 
Last year, the Massachusetts Legislature ap-

proved $75 million in grant funding for small 
businesses grants through the Massachusetts 
Growth Capital Corporation, which adminis-
tered the largest state-sponsored business relief  
program in the nation during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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Franklin Resident, MassBay Employee sReenacts Paul 
Revere’s Ride on Patriots’ Day 

MassBay Community College 
facilities manager, Andrew Tobin 
of  Franklin, MA,  reenacted the 
historical ride of  Paul Revere 
on Patriots’ Day (Monday, April 
18, 2022) as a member of  The 
National Lancers, the Official 
Mounted Ceremonial Troop 
of  Massachusetts. Tobin, who 
has been part of  The National 
Lancers since September 1992, 
has participated in the historic 
recreation on Patriots’ Day since 
April 1993. 

“I have been riding horses and 
have had horses in my backyard 
for my entire life,” said Tobin. “I 
have enjoyed my time participat-
ing in the Patriots’ Day festivities 
and celebrating with everyone 
who comes out to see the reen-
actment in person. It’s incredibly 
fun to engage with the kids, take 
pictures with them, and feel the 
excitement from the crowd. I feel 
honored to ride with and repre-
sent The National Lancers and 
to recognize this great chapter in 
American history.”

Each year, Tobin reenacts 
either Paul Revere, William 
Dawes, another minuteman 
who warned of  the invading 
British army, or a cavalry escort 
who rode from Boston to Lex-
ington. The reenactment route 
Tobin rides is determined by 
which historical figure he plays. 
The Paul Revere route leaves 
Boston’s North End and ends 
in Lexington, with several stops 
along the way in Charlestown, 
Somerville, Medford, and Ar-
lington. The William Dawes 
route runs from Roxbury and 
ends in Lexington, through 
Brookline, Cambridge, and Ar-
lington. In previous years, Tobin 
participated in the Lanterns’ 
ceremonial lighting at Boston’s 
Old North Church and a mid-
night ride to Lexington.  

The National Lancers 
(https://nationallancers.org/) 
have been reenacting the April 
19, 1775 ride of  Paul Revere 
and William Dawes since 1904.

Andy Tobin reenacts the his-

toric ride of  Paul Revere on Pa-
triot’s Day, 2004 (Photo/ Andy 
Tobin)  

 To learn more about Mass-
Bay, visit massbay.edu

 MassBay Community Col-
lege is the most affordable higher 
education option in MetroWest 
Boston, offering a robust port-
folio of  courses and more than 
70 associate degree and certifi-
cate programs with flexible day, 
evening, and weekend classes in 
Ashland, Framingham, Welles-
ley Hills, and online. MassBay 
students receive an unmatched 
educational value by earning 
stackable credits that transfer 
to bachelor’s degree programs, 
and workforce-ready skills nec-
essary to advance careers in 
high-demand fields such as 
health and life sciences, auto-
motive technology, engineering, 
business, cybersecurity, and the 
humanities. MassBay’s Associ-
ate Degree in Nursing (RN) 
and Practical Nursing (LPN) 
programs were both ranked 

as the #1 Nursing Program in 
Massachusetts in 2020-2021 
by national nursing advocacy 
organizations RegisteredNurs-
ing.org, and PracticalNursing.
org. Since its founding in 1961, 
MassBay has been accredited 
by several governing bodies and 
remains firmly committed to its 

mission of  meeting the needs of  
the diverse local communities 
it serves. We value the intrinsic 
worth of  all individuals, collec-
tively in pursuit of  inclusiveness 
and prioritize our work towards 
achieving equity within our 
community and beyond. 

Franklin Police Announce Promotion, New Hire
This past month we formally welcomed 

Officer Derek Mackey to the FPD. Officer 
Mackey joined the department in Decem-
ber 2021 after serving with the Blackstone 
and Pittsfield Police Departments. Officer 
Laura Canavan was promoted to Detec-
tive and Officer Connor Crosman was 
promoted to Patrol Sergeant. Congratu-
lations and good luck to Officer Mackey, 
Detective Canavan, and Sgt. Crosman. 
Connect with FPD

Facebook & Instagram: @franklinmapolice

Twitter: @franklinpolice

Driveways • Parking Lots • Sidewalks • Color Coating
Line Striping • Cracking Filing • Patching

Asphalt Maintenance • Commercial & Residential
Excellent Refrences | All Work Guaranteed | Free Estimates

SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1984

A
AA
SEALCOATING INC.

Supercoat OWNER ON 
ALL JOBS

508-876-9260
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDPROUD MEMBER
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Weekly maintenance 
Patios
Plantings

774.217.2988 • Blackdoglandscapes.biz

New lawns
Steps
Walkways

Clean ups
Design
Backhoe services

lc CLEANERS, INC.

Same Day Service Mon-Fri (In by 9:00 a.m.)

Family-Owned since 1985
Eco-Friendly

Hours: M-F 8am-6pm | Sat: 8am-3pm

Gould’s Plaza, 74 Main St., Rte. 109 
Medway, MA 02053

508-533-6641
www.tlcdrycleaners1.com

Mass Lottery Tickets sold here!

Drop off 
Location for 

Medway Food 
Pantry.

$5 OFF 
$30 or more in services
Laundered Shirts, Leather, Suede, 

Furs & Alterations excluded.
Incoming Orders only

Expires 5/31/22

For all your dry cleaning  
and alterations needs

F

Franklin Art Assoc. to Feature Painter N. Lee Ball May 4th
The Franklin Art Association’s 

May 4 monthly meeting (held at 
the Franklin Senior Center as 
well as on Zoom  https://us-
02web.zoom.us/j/7298884226  
), will feature demo artist oil 
painter N. Lee Ball.  

Lee creates contemporary oil 
paintings celebrating overlooked 
mundane people and places, 
from images obtained from her 
travels by car, train, bike, plane, 
and even comfortable shoes!  
Born in North Carolina, she was 
influenced by the rural country-
side as well as urban areas. She 
studied architecture at NC State 
University School of  Design, 
and then earned a BFA from 
Meredith College, concentrating 
in Painting and Sculpture. After 
relocating to Franklin, she has 
been teaching students at Dan-
forth Art School and Hopkinton 
Center for the Arts.

Lee’s work has been juried 
into regional and national shows 
including the NC Museum of  
Art, Raleigh Fine Art Society, 
Morini Gallery, Lexington Art-

walk, Hopkinton Center for the 
Arts, Danforth Art Museum 
School, and Cambridge Art As-
sociation. Much of  her work is 
inspired by her interest in theatre, 
museums, and travel. Lee’s web-
site is https://nleeballart.com/

For more information on the 
Franklin Art Association, visit 
http://www.franklinart.org. For 
updates, you can also find Frank-
lin Art Association on Facebook.

Community Asked to Share 
Stories as Hockomock YMCA 
Celebrates 50th Anniversary

This year, the Hockomock 
Area YMCA is celebrating its 
50th anniversary. In celebration 
of  this milestone year, the Y is 
inviting its members, volunteers, 
staff and the community to join 
them for events and special pro-
grams.    

“We are excited to be cel-
ebrating 50 years of  impact as 
the Hockomock Area YMCA,” 
says Jim Downs, CEO of  the 
Hockomock Area YMCA. “This 
milestone year is an opportunity 
to honor our Y’s rich history and 
celebrate our present as well as 
our future.” 

In 1972, the merger of  the 
Franklin YMCA and the North 
Attleboro YMCA helped es-
tablished the Hockomock Area 
YMCA. The vision at that time, 
developed by dedicated volun-
teers, staff and community lead-
ers, was to create a regional, 
family-oriented non-profit orga-
nization with programs and ser-
vices available for all ages. 

Dating back to the early 
19th century, the roots of  the 
YMCA were planted in Frank-
lin and North Attleboro where 
programs were first held in local 
schools and church basements. 
More permanent buildings were 
established through the years. In 
1911, a home was constructed 
for the Franklin Y which was 
the former Masonic Temple.  
In 1925, the Grand Army of  
the Republic building was pur-
chased as the first home for the 
North Attleboro Y. With the in-
corporation of  the Hockomock 
Area YMCA in 1972, plans were 
drafted to purchase a 27-acre 
plot of  land atop Watery Hill in 

North Attleboro and the 50-year 
history began.  

“As we celebrate our 50th an-
niversary, on behalf  of  the Board 
of  Directors and staff of  the 
Hockomock Area YMCA, we 
are grateful to continue to serve 
and strengthen our communi-
ties,” says Jim Downs, CEO of  
the Hockomock Area YMCA. 
“We promise to be here in the 
days and years ahead to be in the 
service of  making sure people 
and communities thrive.”

At its three full-service fa-
cilities in Foxboro, Franklin and 
North Attleboro, along with an 
arts and education center in 
Mansfield, the Hockomock Area 
YMCA is dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of  life in the 15 
communities it proudly serves.

The YMCA is asking the 
community to share their YMCA 
stories to help commemorate 
their 50th anniversary. Please 
visit www.hockymca.org/50-
years for more information.
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APR

Our rates are low 

NEW and USED is 2.74% 

(508) 528-3360 
18 Union Street, Suite 104

Norfolk, MA 02056

Call our office for more details (508) 528-3360 
Or go to our website www.norfolkcommunityfcu.org

The Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union The Norfolk Community Federal Credit Union 
A U T O  L O A N S

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

Women’s Fashion Shoes in 
hard-to-find sizes

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

WE’VE MOVED!
1255 Worcester Road, Framingham

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

Mention this ad and save $15.00 OFF your purchase!
(Expires June 30th)

Tri-County RVTHS’ Athletic Director Receives “Ted” Damko Award
Over five years ago, Sara Mar-

tin accepted the position of  Ath-
letic Director (AD) at Tri-County 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School. Martin has been a 
history teacher for more than 20 
years at Tri-County and coached 
girls soccer, girls basketball, and 
track and field before her AD ap-
pointment.

Martin’s passion and dedica-
tion is being recognized as she 
has been selected for the Theo-
dore “Ted” Damko Award from 
the Massachusetts’ Secondary 
Schools Athletic Directors Asso-
ciations (MSSADA). This award 
is presented annually to an ath-
letic administrator with 3-5 years 
of  experience who has exem-
plified the highest standards of  
their profession and has made 
significant contributions to their 
school and community. “Sara is 
a dedicated and passionate Ath-
letic Director. She is constantly 
supporting and cheering on our 
athletes. She is engaged with 
our athletes during and outside 
of  games, always committed to 
their well-being. As a coach, I ap-
preciate her support during the 
seasons, she makes sure that we 

always have what we need. She is 
always brainstorming new ideas 
to bring in culture to our athletic 
program. The athletes appreciate 
her support of  them!” says Julie 
Caffrey, coach and Special Edu-
cation teacher.

Martin was a three-sport ath-
lete at North Smithfield High 
School in Rhode Island and a 
graduate of  Providence College. 
Her dedication to the students’ 
well-being both on and off the 
field speaks volumes about her 
character. She feels that educa-
tion and sports go hand-and-
hand. “Sports are an extension 
of  the classroom. The things 
that students are learning in the 
classroom, they can take with 
them out on the field,” remarks 
Martin.

One of  the biggest chal-
lenges Martin has faced is the 
uncertainty of  the pandemic. 
With games being canceled and 
attendance restricted, Martin 
and Tri-County coaches had to 
adapt and meet the challenge 
with passion. “Kids aren’t going 
to remember the scores, wins and 
losses. They are going to remem-
ber the memories that they make with their teammates,” Martin 

says. This mindset helped the 
Athletic Department persevere, 
so the students could continue 
participating in the activities they 
love.

“Sara is unafraid to try new 
things in order to create oppor-
tunities for our teams. She com-
municates in an organized and 
professional manner. All of  the 
coaches and Sara share a com-
mon vision- centered around the 

success and development of  our 
student athletes. Put simply, Sara 
is certainly deserving of  all of  
the accolades she receives,” re-
marked Steven LaPlante, coach 
and English teacher.

“I’d like to recognize the her-
culean efforts of  my coaching 
staff before, during, and after the 
pandemic. They have worked 
tirelessly to keep kids engaged 
over the last two years. The 
amount of  time and energy they 

invest in their athletes and help-
ing them be the best versions of  
themselves goes unrecognized. 
They embody the values of  the 
Tri-County Community and the 
mission of  the Athletic Depart-
ment,” commented Martin.

We extend our congratula-
tions to Martin and wishes for 
continued success both on and 
off the field.



May 2022	  Find us on Facebook  |  Franklin Town News 	 Page 21

2nd SAFT Critical Conversation Looked at 
Social Media’s Impact on Children

The Franklin Substance 
Abuse Task Force (SAFT) hosted 
their second installment of  
their Critical Conversations se-
ries on Thursday, March 24th 
at the Franklin High School 
auditorium, via Zoom and on 
FranklinTV. The night focused 
on the impact of  social media on 
the social emotional wellbeing of  
youth. 

After an introduction from 
Rep. Jeff Roy, Keynote speaker 
Georgia Wells, tech journalist for 
the Wall Street Journal, kicked off 
the event speaking on the tech 
companies behind social media 
and the effects of  their platforms 
on young people. Social media 
companies, Wells noted, down-
played their research showing 
negative effects of  their plat-
forms on children. The Lieuten-
ant Governor of  Massachusetts, 
Karyn Polito provided additional 
remarks addressing state level 
initiatives regarding social media 
usage aimed at protecting mi-
nors who find themselves in se-
rious legal trouble after privately 
shared photos are made public, 
and the state’s “Be Respectful” 
campaign.

The event was supplemented 
by a panel of  FHS adjustment 
counselors Jenn Briggs and Ann 
Davies, Elementary counselor 
Rebecca Ballinger, Annie Sul-
livan Middle School counselor 
Lizzie Morrison, SAFE Coalition 
Director Jen Knight-Levine, FHS 
student Gretchen Scotland and 
Lily Rivera, Franklin marketing 
and communications specialist. 
The panel was curated to offer 
various perspectives on the topic 
of  social media and was followed 
by an audience question and 

answer session led by Dr. Anne 
Bergen. All spoke of  an increase 
of  anxiety in young people and 
elders modeling balance in time 
on and off the computer for the 
young people in their lives.

The context from this event 
paired well with film-based edu-
cation program LIKE, which 
was viewed in wellness 9 and 
10 classes, as well as in the high 
school health and physical educa-
tion electives. With the fiscal sup-
port from the SAFE Coalition, 
Franklin Public Schools was able 
to offer free district-wide access 
to the film for families to view in 
the comfort of  their homes. 

The goal of  these cumula-
tive efforts is to empower fami-
lies to feel confident utilizing the 
knowledge and resources pro-
vided from the LIKE screening 
and Critical Conversations event 
to work towards establishing a 

healthy relationship with social 
media.

You can learn more about 
LIKE here:https://www.thelike-
movie.com/
About the Franklin Substance 
Abuse Task Force

The SATF is proudly rep-
resented by students, parents, 
administration, faculty, counsel-
ors, athletics, SAFE Coalition, 
medical professionals, SROs, 
school committee members, 
and elected officials. The mis-
sion of  the SAFT is to promote 
community awareness and edu-
cation surrounding the issue of  
substance abuse in Franklin as 
well as develop substance abuse 
prevention and intervention 
strategies in supporting working 
with students & families, as well 
as school based and community 
based prevention strategies.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito attended the event, discussing state initiatives 
aimed at legal protections for teens using social media.

The Franklin Substance Abuse Task Force presented the second of 
its Critical Conversations series on March 24th. Here, Georgia Wells, 
tech journalist for the Wall Street Journal, speaks about social media 
companies and what they knew about their platforms’ impact on 
children.

Make Your Mother’s Day Reservations NOW!
9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon
508-473-5079  |  508-478-0871

www.nesteakandseafood.com

New England  New England  
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Franklin to Stamp 
Out Hunger May 14th

After a 2-year hiatus, Franklin letter carriers will participate 
in Stamp Out Hunger on Saturday, May 14th. If  you have 
Tomato Paste, Assorted Cereal Boxes 10oz - 20oz, Coffee - 
Cans or Bags 12oz. - 16oz., Shampoo 8oz-24oz, Conditioner 
8oz-24oz, Body / Hand Lotion 8oz- 16oz., Baby Wipes, or 
Foil / Plastic Wrap/ Ziplock Baggies, place them in a bag 
and leave them in a bag for your letter carrier where your 
mail is generally delivered. These items will be brought to the 
Franklin Food Pantry. 

Volunteers are needed. Visit https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/20f0e44afad2bab9-stamp to sign up.

Women Take Aim 
event at Fin, Fur and Feather Club in Millis

June 4, 2022 from 8:30 - 4:30 
(rain date June 11)

Open to women 15 and older 
(under 18 must be accompanied by an adult)

Women are invited to learn more about operating firearms  
in a safe and welcoming environment

Learn to shoot pistols, shotguns and rifles

Receive the Massachusetts Basic Firearms Safety Certificate  
required to obtain your firearms license

No previous shooting experience is required

Registration is $100  
and limited to 50 women,  

includes supplies and lunch

Register at finfurandfeather.us

CONCRETE SPECIALISTSCONCRETE SPECIALISTS
We specialize in all phases of concreteWe specialize in all phases of concrete

••  Aggregate
••  Stamped
••  Acrylic stain sealed
••  Colored
••  Resurfacing

145 North Washington Street, Norton MA 02766
Call Steve: 774-712-5925

Email: stevedelancey@gmail.com

••  Pressure washing
••  Rip out and re-pours
••  Pool aprons
••  Custom designs and patterns  

Built to fit all needs.

Walkways - Patios - Driveways

RECYCLE 

THIS 

PAPER
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Building a Better Playground a Mission 
for Stall Brook Teacher
Sensory-Friendly Touch-a-Truck Fundraiser 
May 14th for Inclusive Playground
By Judith Dorato O’Gara

Not all of  Stall Brook Elemen-
tary’s 250 students can enjoy its 
current playground, and special 
education teacher Hallie Glass-
man, has a solution – to build an 
inclusive playground. 

The idea was hatched when 
Cerah, an Applied Behavioral 
Analysis (ABA) technician who 
works with a boy in Glassman’s 
class approached her about try-
ing to add a ramp to get the boy 
to an adaptive swing.

 “This is a sweet boy who ab-
solutely loves to go on the swing 
at recess. We have one swing 
bucket he can sit in, but unfor-
tunately, the way our playground 
is set up, it is very challenging 
to bring his wheelchair close 
enough to the swing to safely 
transfer him,” says Glassman. 
“He’s close to 100 pounds, so we 
have to move his wheelchair to 
(the one side without posts) and 
maneuver him over the wood-
chips to bring him to the adap-
tive swing.” Aside from the swing, 
says Glassman, “there’s nothing 
for him to do except be pushed 
around the blacktop.”

She and the ABA technicians 
then discussed various other play 
obstacles. For example, chil-
dren who engage in pica always 
need an adult by their side when 
around wood chips.

“It really does limit them,” 
says Glassman. “We see typically 
developing peers and the way 
they interact with each other. 
Their interactions change as 
soon as an adult comes by. We 

really want to make sure (all) our 
students have that opportunity 
to interact with their peers in as 
natural a way as possible.”

Glassman consulted a play-
ground designer and was told 
the Stall Brook playground was 
no longer up to code. Due to a 
grandfather clause, if  a perma-
nent change was to be made, the 
whole playground would need 
to be updated to meet current 
regulations.

“I naively said, well, let’s just 
build a new playground, and no 
one told me that I was crazy, and 
now it’s April, and we’re doing 
it!” Glassman explains. “The 
inclusive playground concept 
has blossomed over the last five 
years. If  you don’t think about 
these things, (i.e..,) if  you don’t 
need a different surface option, 
then it doesn’t occur to you.”

The cost will be substan-
tial, ranging from $149,000 to 
$206,000 for some of  the inclu-
sive designs, which incorporate 
rubber surfacing, ground-based 
activities, ramp structures, and 
wheelchair accessibility. Rep. 
Soter advised Glassman to cre-
ate a 501 c3 organization for 
the project, in order to apply 
for grants. The teacher created 
a website, www.ourplayability.
com, and presented it to her 
PTO, asking for support. She’s 
also consulted school officials, 
Bellingham conservation agents 
and DPW and the school com-
mittee.

One parent at that PTO 
meeting, Manny Toscano, came 

forth with the project’s first (of  
many) fundraisers, a kickoff  
Touch-a-Truck event at Bell-
ingham Memorial School from 
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. on Graduating 
Seniors! Save the Date! Satur-
day, May 14th that will feature 
vehicles, a K-9 demonstration, 
a Boston Medflight helicopter 
landing, free pizza, hamburg-
ers and hot dogs and more for 
$5 per person or a maximum of  
$20 per family.

“I work for the Sheriff’s Of-
fice as a K-9 officer, and I 
reached out to a bunch of  dif-
ferent law enforcement agencies 
and a bunch of  businesses,” says 
Toscano, inspired by Glassman’s 
passion for the project. 

Although Toscano’s chil-
dren are typically developing, 
his youngest, Joe, was chosen to 
greet his classmates with special 
needs. “I was like, ‘wow, that’s 
my 4-year-old. He just sees a kid 
as a kid. You want to try to instill 
that in your kids, to be helpful to 
everyone and try to see people 
for who they are and not any-
thing else. 

I want to help, too. When you 
see kids who can’t go out in their 
wheelchair or their walker and 
have the same fun and opportu-
nities as other kids, we need to 
change that.”

It’s not only the student who 
is limited by obstacles at the 
playground.

“The families of  children 

with disabilities lose out on a lot 
of  opportunities based on acces-
sibility,” says Glassman. 

Meredith Piotti, of  Belling-
ham, who has three daughters, 
aged 8, 5 and 18 months, was 
excited when she heard about 
Glassman’s proposal. Her old-
est, Reagan, was diagnosed with 
the rare inherited disease, Nie-
mann-Pick Type C.

“Starting Kindergarten, her 
gross motor skills were really 
lagging her peers’, and even 
when it was just Reagan, we had 
difficulty finding playgrounds 
around town that she’d have a 
good time and be independent 
at,” says Piotti. Reagan, who 
uses a walker and has a wheel-
chair, feels more confident on 
playgrounds with continuous 
handrails and smooth surfaces, 
not woodchips, that feature “in-
teractive make-believe spaces 
where she can sit and play pre-
tend or music instruments with 
her sisters,” says Piotti. Her fam-
ily often must travel to find those 
features. “Now that we have 
three kids, it’s especially chal-
lenging to find a place where ev-
eryone can have fun – and have 
fun together.” 

To learn more about the 
Stall Brook inclusive playground 
project, visit https://www.our-
playability.com, look for “Our 
PlayAbility on Facebook, or find 
@OurPlayAbilityMA on Insta-
gram

This little boy, a student at Stall 
Brook Elementary School, is 
in his happy place when he’s in this swing, but he can’t get to it 
without a lot of help. Special education teacher Hallie Glassman 
has embarked on a four-year mission to build a better, inclusive 
playground for him and other students who encounter obstacles to 
play. Its first fundraiser will be a Touch-a-Truck event May 14th at 
Bellingham Memorial School.

local expertise you can trust

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & affiliates: 
2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co. 

15
64

62
35

Now Hiring/Willing to Train.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
cbenjamin@allstate.com

401-767-2061
72 South Main Street
Bellingham, MA

401-765-5000
125 Eddie Dowling Highway
North Smithfield, RI

Service and Repairs available on site. 
If you break it, we can fix it!

256 East Central St., Franklin, MA 02038
 508-530-3540 • Createsomefun.net • Createsomefun.store

Now Offering Classes!
- RC Safety and Maintenance 
- Introduction to 3D Printing

Please see our website or Facebook Page for 
updated dates/times of classes.
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimat Online
  @ www.roberteveansjrinc.com
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
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$500 OFF
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Lifetime Guarantee
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Get A FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

FSPA Summer 2022 and Fall 2022-23  Enrollment Open
Franklin School for the Per-

forming Arts (FSPA) is now en-
rolling for Summer 2022 and Fall 
2022-23. The school encourages 
new families to explore their op-
tions for both Summer and Fall.

Proudly serving more than 
500 students annually from 45 
communities in Massachusetts’ 
Metro West region, the Franklin 
School for the Performing Arts 
(FSPA) is committed to quality 
education in the arts with excep-
tional curriculum, outstanding 
professional faculty, and unwav-
ering dedication to each and 
every student enrolled. Founded 
in 1985 by Director Raye Lynn 
Mercer, FSPA is a unique place 
where students of  all ages and 
levels of  ability participate in 
an array of  music, dance, and 
drama programs with profes-
sional instruction and extraordi-
nary performing opportunities. 
With broad-based and varied 
curricula, FSPA guides students 
in the development of  technique, 
creativity, and artistic expression 
to last a lifetime. FSPA’s faculty 
boasts outstanding professional 
artists, performers, and teach-

ers.  Their impres-
sive credentials are 
indicative of  the 
excellent instruc-
tion available in all 
programs. FSPA 
instructors strive to 
meet the individual 
needs of  each stu-
dent, working to de-
velop each student’s 
abilities to his or her 
own potential.  

In addition to 
the Summer Ses-
sion weekly classes, 
FSPA will hold one 
week camps includ-
ing Creative Kids, 
Acting, Broadway, 
Little Music School 
Experience, Rock Out!, and 
Voice. FSPA will also offer 5 
weeks of  Summer Theater. Stu-
dents can sign up for one or more 
of  the offerings. The more stu-
dents participate, the more they 
save. June 27-29 for grades 5-12 
is Broadway Boot Camp. Broad-
way Boot Camp brings Broad-
way’s brightest talents to FSPA 
for song and dance master classes 

and coaching on individual per-
formance skills. July 26-29 is the 
Cabaret Show for grades 5-12. 
Students will hone their skills 
and tap into their potential with 
a focus on performance skills, in-
cluding repertoire choices, song 
interpretation, and presenta-
tion. The week concludes with 
a cabaret-style revue at THE 
BLACK BOX, showcasing solo 

and small ensemble 
pieces that have been 
workshopped during 
the week. Week 3, Au-
gust 2-6 is a one week 
intensive for grades 
4-8 and 8-12 that will 
focus on the rehearsal 
and preparation of  
a play that will be 
performed at THE 
BLACK BOX. The 
plays will be selected 
for each age group 
based on enrollment. 
Weeks 4 and 5, Au-
gust 8-19, culminate 
with the production 
of  Musical The-
ater Scenes staged at 
THE BLACK BOX. 

Grades 4-8 and 8-12.
The FSPA Ballet Conserva-

tory will offer two intensives. The 
pre-professional summer inten-
sive offers a four-week program 
for the dedicated and serious 
ballet student wanting to further 
ballet training and performance 
skills. A rigorous schedule of  
classical ballet technique, pointe, 
modern, dance history, and char-

acter is provided. Students will 
be divided by their current ballet 
level for technique, pointe, select 
variations and choreography to 
ensure and maintain a challeng-
ing curriculum for every dancer. 
Additional disciplines may vary 
depending on enrollment and 
teacher availability. This intensive 
is for FSPA Conservatory Levels 
III/IV/V/VI, or by audition for 
ages 12+. It runs June 27-July 21 
(4 weeks) Monday-Friday 9:30-
3:00. The three-week “Young 
Intensive” program is designed 
to challenge and motivate the 
young dancer. Instruction in clas-
sical ballet technique, pre-pointe, 
character, modern and dance 
history is offered. Additional 
disciplines may vary depending 
upon enrollment and teacher 
availability. The Young Dancers 
Program caters to FSPA Con-
servatory Levels I (2nd year)/II/
III, or by audition ages 8-11. It 
runs July 5-21 (3 weeks) Monday-
Thursday 9:30-3:00. 

FSPA is located at 38 Main 
Street, Franklin MA. To register 
or learn more, visit www.FSPA-
online.com or call (508)528-8668. 
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Viral A cappella Sensation T.3 to 
return to THE BLACK BOX

THE BLACK BOX 
will welcome back 
viral a cappella sen-
sation T.3 on Friday, 
May 6 at 8:00pm. T.3 
is a New York based 
vocal group composed 
of  Liam Fennecken 
(School of  Rock), Jim 
Hogan (Waitress), and 
Brendan Jacob Smith 
(The Simon & Gar-
funkel Story).  Before their run 
on America’s Got Talent, they 
gained popularity on social 
media platforms with covers of  
Disney, Broadway, and Pop hits. 
Both in-person and virtual tick-
ets will be available. 

Jim Hogan is a New York 
City based actor, singer, and mu-
sician.  His Broadway National 
Touring credits include Waitress, 
The Phantom of  the Opera, and 
Spring Awakening.  Hogan has 
performed as a soloist with Sym-
phony Orchestras across the US 

and Canada.  Liam Fennecken 
is a proud graduate of  the Penn 
State BA Theatre program.  He 
is an actor, musician, and song-
writer living in NYC.  He re-
cently toured the US and South 
Korea in School of  Rock, and 
has toured North America with 
Once, American Idiot, and Peter 
Pan 360. Brendan Jacob Smith 
is an actor, singer and song-
writer based in Brooklyn, NY. A 
recent graduate of  Ithaca Col-
lege, Brendan will be playing Art 
Garfunkel in the US/Canada 

Company of  The 
Simon and Garfunkel 
Story. He recently fin-
ished up his time as a 
member of  Hyannis 
Sound, Cape Cod’s 
professional A cap-
pella group, and was 
seen as Frankie Epps 
in Parade at The Rev 
Theatre Company. 

Other May shows 
at THE BLACK BOX include 
the Broadway in Franklin Revue 
on May 1st starring Broadway 
stars Mamie Parris and Alfie 
Parker Jr. As well as rock band 
Fair, Yates, Betschart, & Mc-
Crossan on May 20th.

Tickets are available at  www.
THEBLACKBOXonline.com 
or by calling the box office at 
508-528-3370. Follow THE 
BLACK BOX on social media 
to stay updated on the venue’s 
offerings. 
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Community Health Systems Foundation Awards More 
than $450K to 25 Area Non-Profits 

The Community Health Sys-
tems, of  Attleboro, has awarded 
$454,150 to 25 non-profits in 
southeastern Massachusetts.

The Community Health 
Systems Foundation, which 
launched in the fall of  2021, was 
formed to support the health and 
wellness needs of  the residents of  

thirteen towns in southeastern 
Massachusetts historically served 
by Community VNA, which 
merged with HopeHealth in 
2021. The inaugural grant goal 
will assist 501(c)(3) organizations 
to recover and move on from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.

“We are so pleased to be 

able to support so many orga-
nizations through our inaugural 
grant cycle,” said Paul M. Le-
nahan, Foundation President. 
“These grants, which ranged 
from $10,000 to $20,000 will as-
sist organizations to accomplish a 
wide range of  objectives includ-
ing, improving facilities to better 
enhance the ability to provide 
services to those facing food in-
security, purchasing needed PPE 
supplies, supporting youth pro-
grams curtailed due to COVID, 
and recovering from financial 
losses experienced when organi-
zations had to cease operations,” 
continued Lenahan.

Grants were made to the fol-
lowing organizations: Amego, 
Inc., American Credit Coun-
seling, Associates for Human 
Services, Attleboro Arts Mu-
seum, Attleboro Cable Access, 
Attleboro Enterprises, Attle-
boro Area Interfaith Collabora-
tive, Attleboro YMCA, Boys & 
Girls Club of  Pawtucket (Camp 
Ramsbottom), Boys & Girls Club 
of  Metro South, Community 

Access to Riders (CARS), Farm 
Fresh RI, Friends of  Rev. Larsen 
Council on Aging, Girls Incor-
porated of  Taunton, Greater 
Attleboro Council for Children, 
Hockomock YMCA, Kennedy 
Donovan Center, Manet Com-
munity Health Center (Attle-
boro), NeighborWorks Housing 
Solutions, New Hope, Old Col-
ony Habitat, Sturdy Memorial 
Hospital Foundation, The Arc 
of  Bristol County, The Literacy 
Center, and Triboro Youth The-
atre.

“Our Hockomock Area 
YMCA is deeply grateful for the 
recent $20,000 grant from the 
CHS Foundation to backfill the 
large void left from past govern-
ment funding of  our childcare 
food program,” said Jim Downs, 
CEO of  the Hockomock Area 
YMCA. “Childhood nutrition 
is a critical part of  our licensed 
programs, not as a luxury, but 
as the foundation for health and 
well-being,” he continued. “Kids 
simply do not achieve high levels 
of  academic success, physical 

and emotional health, or social 
resiliency when undernourished. 
We are incredibly thankful for 
the Foundation’s investment.”

Information about the Com-
munity Health Systems Foun-
dation and future grant cycles 
is available at www.chsfounda-
tionma.org.

About the Community Health 
Systems Foundation - Located 
in Attleboro, MA, the mission of  
the Community Health Systems 
Foundation is to provide grants 
to nonprofit organizations, which 
enhance the community’s capac-
ity to achieve optimal health, 
wellness, and quality of  life.

The Foundation supports 
501(c)(3) organizations primar-
ily serving thirteen communities 
in southeastern Massachusetts 
(Bristol and southern Norfolk 
Counties), including: Attleboro, 
Dighton, Easton, Franklin, 
Foxboro, Mansfield, North At-
tleboro, Norton, Plainville, Re-
hoboth, Seekonk, Taunton, and 
Wrentham, with a focus in the 
Greater Attleboro area.

FISH of Franklin: 
Volunteers Needed!

FISH of  Franklin is an organization that provides rides to 
Franklin residents who need help getting to their medical appoint-
ments. You can help! Volunteers aged 21 and over are needed to:

•	 Drive Franklin residents to medical appointments; or
•	 Check phone lines Monday through Friday and match re-

quests with rides.
Each volunteer is asked to commit to one day a month to either 
drive or manage the phone line.
Interested in volunteering? Call Chris at (508) 553-3023. 
Need a ride? Call FISH at (508) 528-2121.
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May 3

Franklin Rotary Club meeting, 
from 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m., at the 
Rome Restaurant, 4 East Cen-
tral Street, Franklin, if  interested 
in attending, contact Diane Pad-
ula at padularotary@gmail.com 

May 4

Southwest Dancers! 4 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library, special 
interactive presentation which 
includes song and dance, sto-
rytelling and hands on arts and 
crafts

May 6

Interactive Beauty & the Beast 
Viewing, 1 p.m., Whalemobile, 
2-4 p.m., Franklin Public Library

May 7

Illustrator Scott Magoon, 1 
p.m., An Afternoon with Mark 
Twain and Stephen Foster, 2 
p.m., Franklin Public Library, 
author will share his new graphic 
novel, The Extincts

May 9

Eid Celebration, 4 p.m., spe-
cial celebration of  Eid, com-
plete with crafts, music, snacks, 
and more! For questions/to get 
involved, email Caleigh at ckeat-
ing@minlib.net

May 10

We’re Not Making This Up! 
Sisters in Crime New England, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m. on Zoom, True 
Crime authors, Maureen Boyle, 
Jan Brogan, Sue Coletta, and 
Manju Soni. Presented by 
Franklin Public Library. Reg-
ister here: https://us02web.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ-
0vdOuqrzgjHtyrKZVUxdvsA-
1jL97hq8b5Y

May 13

Franklin Library Book Sale, 1-5 
p.m.

May 14

Metrowest Arts & Culture 
Symposium, 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
Franklin High School, 218 Oak 
St., Franklin, $15, https://www.
facebook.com/events/5001290
61761328?ref=newsfeed

Presented by Franklin Cul-
tural Council, www.franklincul-
ture.org

Franklin Library Book Sale, 9 
a.m. – noon, bag sale 1-4 p.m., 
picture book author Alec Carv-
lin at 2 p.m.

Touch A Truck, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Bellingham Memorial School, 
130 Blackstone St., Bellingham, 
will feature free pizza donated by 
Blackhawk Pizza, free hamburg-
ers, hot dogs donated by Norfolk 
County Sherriff, bouncy house, 
crafts, raffle, vehicles and more, 
$5 per person, proceeds toward 
a new, INCLUSIVE playground 
at Stall Brook Elementary School 
(open to neighboring towns)

May 17

Franklin Rotary Club meeting, 
from 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m., at the 
Rome Restaurant, 4 East Cen-
tral Street, Franklin, if  interested 
in attending, contact Diane Pad-
ula at padularotary@gmail.com 

May 18-June 1

Online auction for Empty 
Bowls Event to benefit Frank-
lin Food Pantry, visit https://
sites.google.com/view/empty-
bowls5/live-auction?authuser=0 

Franklin Newcomers Meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., Final meeting of  
the 2021-22 season, upstairs at 3 
Restaurant, appetizers, Franklin 
residents and residents of  neigh-
boring towns without newcom-
ers clubs welcome

May 19

7th Annual Empty Bowls 
Event to benefit the Franklin 
Food Pantry, 6-8 p.m., Frank-
lin High School Cafeteria, 218 
Oak St., Franklin, tickets $20 
adults, $10 children online 
at https://interland3.donor-
perfect.net/weblink/weblink.
aspx?name=E188424&id=47 or 
by cash or check at door. Info. at 
www.franklinfoodpantry.org or 
(508) 528-3115, online auction 

May 21

Franklin Beautification Day, 8 
a.m.-12 p.m., to volunteer, email 
Beautification Chair Eileen 
Mason at emason4234@gmail.
com, for more info., visit www.
franklindowntownpartnership.
org

May 27

Franklin Memorial Day Se-
nior Center Breakfast, 9 a.m. – 11 
a.m. breakfast at Franklin Senior 
Center, 10 Daniel McCahill St., 
Franklin, call (508) 520-4945 to 
sign up by May 13 

May 28

Teen event, Spring Fever: Bad 
Horror Movie Series, 4:30 p.m., 
Franklin Public Library

May 30

Franklin Memorial Day Pa-
rade, 10:30 a.m. ceremony at 
Dean College by Honor Guard, 
parade proceeds to the library, 
left onto School Street, crosses 
Union Street to Route 140, then 
follows 140 to Beaver Street and 
ends at the Town Common for a 
ceremony at 12 noon.

May 31

The Backyard Orchard with 
Blackstone Valley Veggie Gar-
dens, Tuesday, 7 p.m., Franklin 
Public Library

CALL or BOOK ONLINE for a free 
in home or virtual consultation!

RODENHISER.COM • 508-306-4698  

PLUMBING • HEATING • A/C
ELECTRIC • REMODELING

In rebates available for 
NEW HEATING & A/C SYSTEMS

per home for eligible customers

UP TO 
$10,000 OFF

Calendar

Storm Water & Rain 
Barrels

The Spring Residential Rain Barrel Program is currently 
open to residents - residents can order directly from The Great 
American Rain Barrel Company. The deadline to order is May 
9th and pick up will be at the DPW on May 18 from 4-6pm. 
Order your rain barrel today! (https://www.greatamericanrain-
barrel.com/community/ )

The rain barrel program is one of  many residential and com-
mercial credit incentives to support Storm Water Utility at the 
Franklin town website, https://www.franklinma.gov/stormwa-
ter-division .

Learn More about 
Franklin Rotary Club!

Rotary Club of  Franklin MA 
meets the first and third Tues-
days of  each month from 5:30 
p.m. -7:30 p.m., at the Rome 
Restaurant, 4 East Central 
Street, Franklin, MA 02038. The 
Rotary Club International is a 
non-profit organization made up 
of  a diverse group of  men and 
women “who come together to 
create positive, lasting change in 
our communities and around the 

world.” https://www.rotary.org/
en/about-rotary.

If  you would like more in-
formation about their organiza-
tion, please email Diane Padula 
at padularotary@gmail.com and 
she will make arrangements for 
you to be a guest at one of  the up-
coming meetings. You may also 
visit their website for upcoming 
events:  http://portal.clubrunner.
ca/3689.

Members of 
Massachusetts 
Congressional 
Delegation Call to 
Stop Closure of Leeds 
VA Medical Center

 WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– On April 15th,  Rules 
Committee Chairman Jim 
McGovern (MA-02) led 
nearly every member of  
the Massachusetts Congres-
sional delegation, including 
Senators Elizabeth Warren 
(D-MA) and Ed Markey (D-
MA), and Representatives 
Richard Neal (MA-01), Ste-
phen Lynch (MA-08), Bill 
Keating (MA-09), Kather-
ine Clark (MA-05), Ayanna 
Pressley (MA-07), Lori 
Trahan (MA-03), and Jake 
Auchincloss (MA-04), in 
calling on the U.S. Depart-

ment of  Veterans Affairs 
to reconsider their recent 
recommendation to close 
the Central Western Mas-
sachusetts Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in Leeds, 
Massachusetts. Their con-
cerns are the closure of  the 
center could jeopardize the 
essential care veterans liv-
ing in Central and Western 
Massachusetts earned during 
their time in service.

Full text of  letter at 
https://mcgovern.house.
gov/uploadedfiles/cwm_
vamc_closure_letter.pdf
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Jette, Goode Mirror One Another On & Off the Diamond
FHS Duo Will Play Division 1 Baseball in College
By KEN HAMWEY,  
Staff Sports Writer

Jacob Jette and Chris Goode 
have so much in common it’s al-
most like they should be twins.

Both are Franklin High stu-
dent-athletes who play baseball, 
they’re senior captains and both 
will be on scholarships compet-
ing for Division 1 colleges next 
spring. They also have played 
club baseball for the same 
length of  time (six years). On 
the academic side, they mirror 

one another. Both are honor 
students who’ll be majoring in 
business administration — Jette 
at UMass-Lowell and Goode at 
Merrimack.

Another similarity involves 
their futures. Both will face one 
another in college, because 
UMass-Lowell and Merrimack 
are annual opponents.

Franklin coach Zach Brown 
is quick to laud the tandem for 
their outstanding play last year 
that helped the Panthers not only 

qualify for tourney play, but also 
get to the sectional final. Jette is 
a left-handed pitcher and Goode 
plays left field

“Jacob went 6-1 during 
the regular season and had an 
earned-run average of  1.67,’’ 
Brown said. “He also struck out 
54 hitters and walked only 16 in 
38 innings. The moment is never 
too big for Jacob. He’s confident 
and poised. Able to also play the 
outfield or pinch hit, he’s out-
standing on defense.’’

Goode also gets high praise.
“Chris is one of  the hardest 

workers in our program,’’ Brown 
offered. “He hit .426, knocked 
in 11 runs and stole nine bases. 
He’s a contact hitter who can 
also hit for power. Exceptional 
on defense, Chris is a dynamic 
player who runs well and is al-
ways working on his swing.’’

At Local Town Pages dead-
line, the Panthers had a 3-2 re-
cord.

Following is a profile of  both 
players who discuss their goals, 
their futures and their time at 
Franklin High.

JACOB JETTE
A native of  Franklin, the 

6-foot, 165-pound Jette isn’t 
bashful about setting lofty goals.

“My team goals are to win 
the Kelley-Rex title and the State 
championship,’’ he emphasized. 
“Both are realistic because we’ve 
got a majority of  veteran play-
ers back, losing only six seniors 
to graduation. We’re a talented 
squad that’s got experience and 
depth.’’

Jette’s individual goal isn’t 
about surpassing last year’s dy-
namic statistics. It’s about im-
provement. “Getting better and 
improving on a daily basis is my 
main objective,’’ he noted. “If  I 
achieve that, then I’ll match or 
exceed last year’s numbers.’’

The 18-year-old Jette has a 
plethora of  strengths that should 
make his final year a success. 
He’s got excellent control, throws 
an 85-mph fastball to go with a 
curve and change-up, has a high 
baseball IQ, is athletic and men-
tally tough. “I rely on a strong 
work ethic,’’ he said. “And, men-
tal toughness helps me to be re-
silient.’’

Jette’s passion for pitching is 
linked to his competitive nature. 
“I like to control the pace of  a 
game and every at-bat is an in-
dividual battle within the game 
itself,’’ he offered. “Pitching also 
creates different approaches. I 
can be aggressive, patient or ana-
lytical.’’

A captain who leads by ex-
ample and by being supportive 
of  his teammates, Jette admires 
playing for a motivating coach 
and he’s also a fan of  a junior 

pitcher.
“Coach Brown is a great mo-

tivator who knows the game and 
cares about his players,’’ said 
Jette. “He’s a role model on and 
off the field. Alfred Mucciarone, 
who’ll also be attending UMass-
Lowell, had only one loss last 
year. His control is excellent, he’s 
smart, articulate and has a high 
baseball IQ.’’

Jette’s best game last year 
came in the playoffs against Bos-
ton College High in the Division 
1 South Sectional semifinals. 
Franklin won, 2-1. “I pitched a 
complete game, struck out 12 
and walked three,’’ Jette recalled. 
“I handled the pressure okay and 
that win built confidence. Un-
fortunately, we lost in the final to 
Xaverian.’’

Acutely aware that the transi-
tion to Division 1 college baseball 
can be challenging, Jette knows 
what’s needed to succeed.

“One key will be to improve 
my change-up,’’ he said. “That’s 
a must to compete against Divi-
sion 1 hitters. It’s important to 
keep them guessing and to keep 
them off-stride. I’ll also need to 
improve my strength and condi-
tioning. My work ethic is good, 
but it has to go to another level 
because all the players I face 
likely would have been high 
school all-stars.’’

As Jette’s final days at Frank-
lin get closer to the finish line, he 
knows the days ahead will have 
some emotion.

“One chapter of  my life will 
be ending and a new one will 
be starting,’’ he said. “It’s a bit-
tersweet time. I’ve loved Franklin 
High and I’ve had great team-
mates and coaches. It’s been 
awesome but I’m excited for the 
future. I’m really looking forward 
to academics and playing base-
ball at UMass-Lowell.’’

CHRIS GOODE
Also a native of  Franklin, the 

5-foot-11, 190-pound Goode is 
optimistic the Panthers can win 
a State title.

“We’ve got the right lineup 
and our new players are not only 
talented, but also will contribute 

Left fielder Chris Goode compiled a .426 batting average for the Panthers last year.

FHS DUO
continued on page 27 
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Excellent preparation work and customer service has made 
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Quality Craftmanship for over 30 years! 
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508-650-3909 • glennprottas@hotmail.com

www.Prottaspainting.net

Interior/
Exterior 
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Specializing in exterior painting and carpentry repairs.  
Expect attention to detail and custom interior work.  

Color consultation is also available on request. 

Please call or email: 

a lot,’’ he said. “We’ve also got a 
coach who led the program to a 
state title a few years ago. Coach 
Brown puts players in the right 
positions, and he’s a calming in-
fluence.’’

As for individual goals, the 
18-year-old Goode says he’d 
like “to become a Hockomock 
League all-star, improve every 
day and hit for more power.’’

Relying on a relentless 
work ethic, Goode 
has all the attri-
butes that make 
him a key cog 
in the Panthers’ 
lineup. 

“I’ve got 
speed and I’m 
athletic,’’ he in-
dicated, “and I’d 
like to think I have 
a high baseball IQ. I’m 
also resilient, able to bounce 
back after a poor at-bat or a loss. 
I’m aggressive in the outfield, 
willing to take chances and not 
afraid to charge the ball. Playing 
the outfield is fun because I can 
use my speed to chase down a 
fly ball or a line drive. And, I’ve 
got a strong arm that helps me to 
nail a runner trying to advance.’’

At the plate, Goode can be 
patient and make the pitcher 
work hard. “I’m more aggressive 
this year, always looking to swing 
at the first pitch if  it’s near the 
plate,’’ he said. “I love going for 
a first-pitch fastball.’’

Goode is a hard-nosed com-
petitor. Injured in pre-season last 
year, he started the first 10 games 
as a designated-hitter after hurt-
ing his shoulder. “I didn’t play 
left field during those games, but 
I was able to swing a bat,’’ he 
said.

Calling last year’s 5-4 tourney 
loss to Xaverian in the tourney 
as his most memorable game, 

Goode excelled on what he la-
beled “the big stage.’’

“I got three hits and turned in 
two good defensive plays,’’ he re-
called. “It was an experience I’ll 
never forget. The competition 
was good — two evenly matched 
teams. The pressure was on with 
a big crowd on hand but neither 
team felt pressured.’’

A fan of  Brown, Goode also 
admires two teammates he be-
lieves will be major contributors.

“Coach Brown is a motiva-
tor who has a tremendous con-

nection with his players.’’ 
Goode noted. “And, 

our other captain, 
Jack Marino, is 
a smooth sec-
ond baseman. 
An exceptional 
fielder, he’s also 
a solid contact 

hitter. Another 
key is our sopho-

more shortstop, 
Henry DiGiorgio. He 

started as a freshman, making 
the leap to varsity ball seem easy. 
He’s an amazing fielder who’s 
still adjusting to high school 
pitching.’’

Goode knows his adjustment 
to college baseball will be smooth 
as long as he checks several 
boxes. “I have to keep getting 
stronger,’’ he emphasized. “Also, 
I need to develop more power at 
the plate. My work ethic is strong 
but to play Division 1 ball means 
elevating one’s hard work.’’

Goode, like Jette, didn’t play 
baseball as a sophomore because 
the 2020 spring sports season was 
canceled due to the pandemic. 
He’s eager to make his final sea-
son at Franklin memorable.

“The last four years have gone 
by quickly,’’ he said. “Soon, I’ll 
no longer be wearing a Franklin 
uniform. I’ve had a great time at 
FHS and the ending will be bit-
tersweet. However, I’m excited 
about my future at Merrimack. 
When I’m a freshman there, 
three former Franklin players will 
be seniors — Alex Haba, Jack 
Macchi and Scott Elliott. I hope 
to have success at that level.’’

Left-hander Jacob Jette posted a 6-1 record and had and earned-run average of 1.67 last year.

FHS DUO
continued from page 26

The name you have trusted since 1984.

 
Nicholas Destito 

 781-551-0266  
 508-699-4532

www.destitotreeservices.com

Call the certified arborists at  
Destito Tree Services for an evaluation.

Massachusetts Certified Arborist - Fully Insured
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE
Shade Tree Pruning • Tree Removal 

Ornamental Tree Pruning 
Bucket Truck Service

For rates and info on advertising, 

please call Jen at 508-570-6544 or 
email: jenschofield@locaaltownpages.com
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Jim Hanewich
NMLS #: 23315
Cell: 508-878-5385
James.Hanewich@bankfive.com 
www.jimhanewich.com

MORTGAGE OFFICE

CONTACT JIM FOR ALL YOUR MORTGAGE NEEDS

Jim Hanewich’s 30 years of experience can assist you with First-Time homebuyer, FHA, 
VA, portfolio, conventional and jumbo loans.

Set up an appointment with Jim at 40 South Street, Suite 1, Wrentham, MA 02093. 

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF. NMLS #525575

R E A LTO R

508-330-4234
RE/MAX Platinum Club 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame
Residential/Commercial/ 
Business Sales & Leasing
emason4234@gmail.com
www.eileenmasonrealty.com

Commercial Properties

221 West St., Unit 2, 
Milford - $220,000

COMM. OFFICE CONDO

36 E. Central St., Franklin
Units 103/315SF, 

105/200SF - $550/Mo 
Includes Utilities

OFFICE

2- Main St., Milford

SOLD

326 Union St, Franklin
2nd Floor 2700SF

$15/SF 
3 Office Spaces

OFFCE

480 W. Central St., Unit 2, 
Franklin - 1600SF, $15/SF +NNN

OFFICE

18 Cottage St., Franklin 
18-2 455SF - $750/Mo 

18-4 850SF - $1,000/Mo
Includes Heat

OFFICE/STORAGE

844 Franklin St., Unit 5, 
Wrentham - $230,000

COMM. OFFICE CONDO

9 Summer St., Franklin 
Unit 202 - 1417SF
Unit 205 - 879SF

Unit 306 - 878SF - $18/SF +NNN

OFFICE

ACTIVE LISTING FOR SALE FOR LEASE

FOR LEASE

®

LAURA LOWE, REALTOR®
THE AGENCY

Serving Franklin~All Metrowest~
Cape Cod & Beyond!
C: 508.317.8768
E: Laura.Lowe@theagency.com

THINK BUY ~ THINK SELL ~ THINK LAURA!
Discover a New Level of Marketing and Service in 

Today’s Real Estate Market
LAURA LOWE has the marketing expertise and industry experience to 
guide you through the home selling and buying process with confidence! 
LAURA LOWE will tend to the details so you can tend to the packing!

Register O’Donnell Reports on March Real 
Estate Activity in Norfolk County

Dedham -Norfolk County Regis-
ter of  Deeds William P. O’Donnell 
reported that the March numbers 
relative to Norfolk County real es-
tate activity decreased as compared 
to March 2021 but showed an in-
crease over February’s numbers.

 “Our data indicates that the 
Norfolk County real estate market 
in March slowed when compared 
to March 2021 but has rebounded 
somewhat when compared to the 
February numbers”, noted Register 
O’Donnell. “There were 12,402 
documents recorded at the Norfolk 
County Registry of  Deeds in March, 
a 38% decrease from March, 2021 
but an increase of  21% from last 
month.

“The number of  deeds for March 
2022, which reflect real estate sales 
and transfers both commercial and 
residential, decreased by 8% from 
March 2021 but increased by 58% 
from February. Sale prices continue 
to increase compared to last year but 
now appear to be leveling off. The 
average sale price in March was 
$1,122,863, a 23% increase com-
pared to March 2021 but down 8% 
from February. Total dollar volume 
of  commercial and residential sales 
also showed gains from one year 
ago, increasing 13% and surpris-
ingly are up 46% from February,” 
noted the Register. “The March 
number compared to February may 
be skewed somewhat by a small 
number of  high priced commercial 
transactions. Four separate sales of  
commercial properties together to-
taling over $200 million dollars were 
recorded in March. It remains to be 
seen if  this trend continues into the 
second quarter.”

Overall lending activity showed 
a decrease again for the month of  
March. A total of  2,399 mortgages 
were recorded during the month, a 
56% decrease compared to a year 
ago but up 24% from last month. 
“It appears that many consumers 
have already refinanced given the 
past low interest rate environment, 
although the mortgage activity is 
starting to pick up from earlier this 
year, perhaps due to a concern about 

rates increasing,” noted O’Donnell. 
A continuing cause for concern 

in Norfolk County is the number of  
foreclosures. The Norfolk County 
Registry of  Deeds has been closely 
watching the foreclosure market. 
During March, there were 5 fore-
closure deeds recorded as a result of  
mortgage foreclosures taking place 
in Norfolk County, one more than in 
March, 2021.  However, there were 
11 Notices to Foreclose, the first step 
in the foreclosure process, recorded 
in March, down from 16 recorded 
in March 2021, and down from 27 
recorded last month. “These num-
bers remind us that some of  our 
neighbors are still facing financial 
challenge,” said O’Donnell.  “We 
will continue to monitor these num-
bers.”

For the past several years, the 
Norfolk County Registry of  Deeds 
has partnered with Quincy Com-
munity Action Programs, (617) 479-
8181 x376, and NeighborWorks 
Housing Solutions, (508) 587-0950 
to help anyone facing challenges 
paying their mortgage. Another op-
tion for homeowners is to contact the 
Massachusetts Attorney General’s 
Consumer Advocacy and Response 
Division (CARD) at (617) 727-8400. 
Register O’Donnell stated, “If  you 
are having difficulty paying your 
monthly mortgage, please consider 
contacting one of  these non-profit 
agencies for help and guidance.” 

The Norfolk County Registry 
of  Deeds is located at 649 High 
Street in Dedham. The Registry 
is a resource for homeowners, title 
examiners, mortgage lenders, mu-
nicipalities and others with a need 
for secure, accurate, accessible land 
record information. All land record 
research information can be found 
on the Registry’s website www.nor-
folkdeeds.org.  Residents in need of  
assistance can contact (781) 461-
6101, or email registerodonnell@
norfolkdeeds.org. For more infor-
mation, like us at facebook.com/
NorfolkDeeds or follow us on twitter.
com/NorfolkDeeds and Instagram.
com/NorfolkDeeds.
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Lorraine Kuney Lorraine Kuney 
lorrainekuney@gmail.comlorrainekuney@gmail.com

Lorraine Kuney | Lorraine Kuney | 508-380-9938508-380-9938
“The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” “The Franklin Area’s Most Frequently Hired Agent” 

Call Lorraine Kuney Today to get a  
Free evaluation of your home!

Experience.  Service. TrustExperience.  Service. Trust
Timing is Everything!

Let me help you time out your next move

34 Crocker Ave, Franklin 239 Daniels Street, Franklin 353 Village Street, Medway

76 Palomino Drive, Franklin 2 Northern Lights Way, Bellingham

11 Madison Ave, Franklin 

Let us Remember & Thank all those who have served. 
Have a Happy & Safe Memorial Day!
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308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 308 West Central Street, Franklin, MA 02038  | 508-520-9696508-520-9696

“I highly recommend Susan 
Morrison for your realtor 

needs. As a seller, I found 
Susan exceptional in her 

expertise to sell our home. 
She thoroughly explained 

every step of the process and 
was available to us whenever 

we had questions.”
~Julie L.

Susan MorrisonSusan Morrison
617-686-8178 617-686-8178 

susan.morrison1@comcast.netsusan.morrison1@comcast.net

Eileen MasonEileen Mason
508-330-4234508-330-4234

emason4234@gmail.comemason4234@gmail.com 435 Lincoln Street Franklin 
$500,000

Eileen Mason

51 Mechanic Street Bellingham 
$425,000

Susan Morrison

6 Maple Tree Lane Franklin

Susan Morrison

53 Hancock Road Franklin 
$975,000

Susan Morrison

4 Desoto Way Lincoln, RI

Eileen Mason

23 Hayden Lane Franklin

Susan Morrison

19 N. Park Street Franklin 

Eileen Mason

“Eileen was wonderful 
to work with and I would 
definitely recommend her 

to family and friends. She is 
extremely knowledgeable 

and helped us find our 
home in a very competitive 

market.”
~Tim & Julie

Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  Call us for your complimentary market analysis.  

UAGSOLD UAG #1 Midsize Company 
in Massachusetts

Now is a great time to sell! Now is a great time to sell! 
April April ShowersShowers brought lots of May  brought lots of May BuyersBuyers! ! 

112 Martin Avenue Franklin 
$725,000 

Eileen Mason

46 Wachusett Street Franklin

Eileen Mason

UAG SOLD

 

146 Main St., Unit 2E, Norfolk, MA 02056 

www.SoundingsRealty.com    508-244-4448 

Dave Matthews 
x101 

Rob Roderiques 
x102 

Luke 

Hayden LaCroix 
x103 

Justice Marquez 
x104 

Josephine 
Hunter Duah 

x105 

Susan Morrison RE/MAX Executive 
Realty Number 1 in Market Share 
in Franklin - 2021

RE/MAX Executive 
Realty is proud to an-
nounce that Susan Mor-
rison from our Franklin 
office was the number 
ONE agent in Franklin for 
Market Share in 2021.

Susan is a consistent top 
producer in our Franklin 
office and the entire RE/
MAX Executive Realty 
organization (consisting 
of  7 locations), attaining 
a spot in the TOP 5 for 
the past several years, and 
the number two position 
out of  176 realtors in our 
company in 2021. In ad-
dition to her many other 
accolades, Susan achieved 
the prestigious Chairman 
Club status as well in 2021.

Susan has been selling 
homes for 16+ years and she 
uses her experience and exten-
sive market knowledge to help 
families with their real estate 
needs.

“We are very pleased and 
proud to have Susan Morrison 
as part of  our organization”, 
said Bill Wright, President of  
RE/MAX Executive Realty. 
“Her success is a direct result 
of  her service to her clients 
and her contributions to the 
real estate industry and to 
RE/MAX. This is really an 
amazing accomplishment in a 
challenging year.”

Susan Morrison can be 
reached at 617-686-8178 
susan.morrison1@comcast.
net www.saysusansaysold.com
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