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Chamber’s Hebert receives 
‘Manufacturing Champion’ award 

Directors of the Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce undoubtedly 
knew soon after hiring Jeannie He-
bert as president and CEO fourteen 
years ago that they had made the right 
choice.

This has become ever more appar-
ent since 2008, as Ms. Hebert lifted 
the Whitinsville-based organization to 
new heights.

Drawing on an already established 
familiarity with the Worcester-area 
business scene and the solid rapport 
she had forged with state and federal 
legislators, Ms. Hebert set to work 
raising the Chamber’s profile and 
influence. She put economic develop-
ment at the top of her agenda, and 
set about reaching out to the partners 
across the region and the Common-
wealth who would help her achieve the 
Chamber’s objectives.

In recognition of all that she has 
achieved, Ms. Hebert was honored 
as the Worcester Business Journal’s 
“Manufacturing Champion” award 
winner during a ceremony held in the 
Hogan Campus Center at the College 
of the Holy Cross on May 10th.

She was in good company in that re-

gard. Also celebrated at the event were 
such high-octane companies as Solvus 
Global (Rising Star Manufacturer), 
Burkart-Phelan Inc. (Top Product 
Design & Innovation), Ascend Ele-
ments Inc. (Green Manufacturing), 
Bristol Myers Squib (Workforce De-
velopment & Productivity), Waters 
Corp. (Collaboration in Manufactur-
ing) and Catania Oils (Manufacturer 
of the Year).

In her keynote address to an audi-
ence that included local titans of com-
merce from a variety of fields, Chris-
tine Nolan compared the ramp-up of 
U.S. production following the attack 
on Pearl Harbor in 1941 to a similar 
resurgence that took place in response 
to the onset of the Covid-19 virus in 
2020. Ms. Nolan, who is director of 
the Massachusetts Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing with the Mas-
sachusetts Technology Collaborative, 
noted that when the coronavirus struck, 
an emergency response team mobilized 
by Gov. Charlie Baker immediately 
began manufacturing “hospital gowns, 
masks, face shields and ventilators”—
a plethora of “PPE” materials.

Ms. Hebert played an active role in 

this process.
The initiative that sprang from the 

ensuing pandemic has not slowed, 
but rather accelerated, Ms. Nolan 
told her audience. Soon, she said, the 
state will be launching “a new brand, 
‘MassMakes,’”which she described as 
new technology to help for- and non-
profit companies continue to do their 
important work “effectively.”

Ms. Hebert and the Blackstone 
Valley Chamber of Commerce fit nice-
ly as part of this scenario.

Through Ms. Heberts’s guidance, 
the WBJ pointed out in a pamphlet 
distributed at its “Summit,” the 
Blackstone Valley Chamber created a 
non-profit agency called the Central 
Massachusetts Center for Business 
and Enterprise (CMCBE) that con-
nects businesses to organizations, state 
agencies and directors. The CMCBE 
also provides free business counseling, 
financial analysis and legal assistance 
to the small business community.

The WBJ further observed that 
Ms. Hebert “has been instrumental in 
securing over $1 million in grants to 
build the Blackstone Valley Education 

Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce President & CEO Jeannie He-
bert speaks to a crowd of business leaders after receiving the “Manu-
facturing Champion” award at the Worcester Business Journal’s 2022 
Manufacturing Summit ceremony.

G9 Financial shred 
event is a backbone of 
‘Owen forever’
By Rod Lee

Ten years after his untimely death at 
the age of six, Owen E. Carrignan has 
not been forgotten by his parents, family 
members, friends and the town of Mill-
bury.

 A buoyant first grader at the Elm-
wood Street School, Owen was known 
for his infectious smile and love of sports 
and the outdoors. That he is sadly 
missed is reflected in a plaque and tree 
placed in his honor at the school, in a 
Facebook page dedicated to his memory, 
and in an annual shredding event hosted 

by G9 Financial in partnership with P. 
Pellegrino Trucking and Ray’s True 
Value.

 Dan Girard of G9 Financial, an 
independent, growing investment and 
insurance-services firm established in 
1999, with offices in Millbury and 
Franklin, is pleased to be part of a com-
munity carrying on Owen’s legacy; in 
Mr. Girard’s case by offering residents 
a chance to dispose of unwanted docu-
ments—every spring.

 “I’d been wanting to do a shredding 
event with proceeds going to a charity,” 
Mr. Girard said on the morning of May 
14th in the parking lot of Ray Dubois 
Jr.’s store on Howe Ave. Upon learning 
of Owen’s passing, “I asked the family if 
we could choose them as a charity and 
they agreed.”

Volunteers helped collect docu-
ments for shredding at G9 Finan-
cial’s ninth annual fundraising 
shred event on behalf of the family 
of Owen Carrignan.

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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 Shawn Carrignan and Mi-
chelle Girouard, both of whom 
were present on May 14th, are 
appreciative of G9 Financial’s 
support. Monies raised at the 
shredding event go toward 
scholarships for Millbury High 
School senior student-athletes.

 “This year we are giving 
out six thousand dollars,” Ms. 
Girouard said. “We get a good 
turnout for this event. It comes 
in waves.”

 “We stay pretty busy for four 
hours,” Dan Girard said. “We 
have raised about $50,000” 
since starting the initiative, he 
said.

 The collection is a free ser-
vice provided by G9 Financial 
and a cast of volunteers but 
donations of $20, $40, $60 or 
more are encouraged. When a 
man running past waved a greet-
ing to Mr. Girard, he returned 
the gesture and yelled “hey, 
make a donation!”

 Mr. Girard sees his efforts 
on behalf of Owen’s family as 
paying back for his company’s 
success.

 “We’re blessed,” he says.
Contact Rod Lee at 

rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.
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Hub.” A workforce training 
school located in the Cham-
ber’s Linwood Mill building, 
the Ed Hub “offers classes fo-
cused on advanced manufactur-
ing. These certificate courses in 
OSHA, MACWIC, NIMS, 
CAD, Welding, Robotics, 
Electronics, Shop Math, Blue-
print Reading and more are 
offered to students of all ages 
throughout Central Massachu-
setts to help close the work-
skills gap.”

Ms. Hebert’s part in the 
proceedings at the Hogan 
Campus Center was not limited 
to the award she received. She 
also moderated a panel discus-
sion featuring Joseph Basile of 
Catania Oils, Eric Gratz of 
Ascend Elements, Odile Smith 
of Bristol Myers Squibb and 
Dan Welch of Waters Corp.

In acknowledging receipt of 
the Manufacturing Champion 
award, Ms. Hebert thanked 
“Melissa Kane, an amazing 
grant writer,” other key mem-
bers of her organization, and 
“the many collaborators and 

partners and students” who 
have made the Ed Hub pos-
sible. The students, she said, 
“came to us with no confidence 
and they couldn’t get into the 
voke system.”

Dubbed “the queen of col-
laboration,” Ms. Hebert used 
the WBJ Summit to announce 
additional strides the Black-
stone Valley Chamber will be 
taking in the near future.

“We will be building an 
electronics and robotics lab,” 
she said.

Reflecting on the success 
of her efforts to put education 
and workforce development at 
the forefront, Ms. Hebert said 
“one naysayer said to me ‘this 
is not going to happen.’ But 
I’m a dreamer; and, looking 
out at all of you, I see that you 
are too.”

 
Contact Rod Lee at 

rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 
774-232-2999.  

Ms. Hebert serves as moderator of a panel discussion on 
manufacturing at the Hogan Campus Center at the College 
of the Holy Cross on May 10.

Dan Girard of G9 Financial is joined by Shawn Carrignan 
and Michelle Girouard, parents of Owen Carrignan, at G9’s 
annual Owen Carrignan memorial fundraising event at 
Ray’s True Value in Millbury. Owen died at the age of six 
in 2012.

OWEN 
FOREVER
Continued from page 1
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Our 46th Year!Our 46th Year!

HOULDEN FARM
139 Old Westboro Road, N. Grafton • (508) 839-2409

Come Visit Our 
Nigerian Dwarf Goats!

Have you met Preston & Boots?

Visit the
Sunflower ShantySunflower Shanty

• Food 
• Beer 
• Wine 

• Live Music
   Open:

 Fri. & Sat.till 9pm; 
Sundays till 6pm

Millbury Senior Center offers lighthouse 
and cruise tour

Mark Tuesday, June 28 
on your calendars, elders; the 
Millbury Senior Center is 
sponsoring a Narragansett Bay 
Lighthouse & Cruise Tour 
with departure from the Cen-
ter at 9:30 a.m. and return at 
5:30 p.m. The trip includes a 
full-course lunch at the Quon-
set Point Officer’s Club (fresh 
baked scrod or baked chicken 
with lemon) and seats aboard 
the Millennium Ferry for a 
narrated tour of ten beautiful 
lighthouses and a look at historic 
Newport Harbor. Cost is $110 
per person all-inclusive.

Call the Center at 508-865-
9154 to sign up or for more 
details.

Summer concerts at the Mill-
bury Senior Center include 
Robert Black, an Elvis imper-
sonator, on Thursday, June 16, 
6:00-7:15 p.m., and 4Ever 

Fab, a Beatles tribute band, on 
Thursday, July 14, 6:00-8:00 
p.m.

The Millbury Senior Center 
is pleased to provide a variety of 
activities and programs for the 
town’s senior citizens.

• Herbert Berg Florist of 
Worcester’s Arrangement Club 
meets once every month.

• Computer/cell phone class-
es are held every Thursday from 
2:30 to 3:00 p.m.

• The Worcester County 
Sheriff ’s Department offers a 
house-number program to se-
niors, to assist emergency per-
sonnel in locating homes when 
responding to calls.

• A representative of Sen. 
Michael Moore’s office will be 
at the Center on Wednesday, 
June 8 from 11:00 a.m. to noon 
to take questions.

• The Senior Work-off Pro-

gram enables participants to 
receive up to $1500 per year to 
pay their real estate property tax 
in return for voluntary service to 
a town department.

• Other activities and pro-
grams available to residents at 
the Millbury Senior Center 
include vaccine booster appoint-
ments, light exercise, Tai Chi, 
yoga, WII bowling, mahjong, 
blood pressure readings, crib-
bage, social bingo, coloring, the 
Dull Men’s Club, lunches Mon-
day-Friday at noon, the Friendly 
Visitor Program, transportation 
and SNAP applications.

Call 508-865-9154 for fur-
ther information on any of these 
offerings.
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Where some ancients gather at ten minutes to eight o’clock
What a curious sight the six 

or so of us must make, stand-
ing at the doorstep of the Dollar 
Tree in Whitinsville every morn-
ing just before the store opens.

People unfamiliar with the 
scene who are driving past on 
their way to Shaw’s or Koop-
man’s (or maybe McDonald’s, 
for their morning coffee and a 
breakfast sandwich) must do a 
double take, or say to themselves 
“what are all those old guys up 
to? What are they waiting for?”

The newspaper, for one 
American greenback—a third 
of its regular price—that’s what.

The composition of the group 
has not changed much over the 

years. Near as I can determine, 
all of us are in our seventies, or 
older.

Buzzy is usually the first to 
arrive, always pulling into the 
same parking spot, like a parish-
ioner claiming the pew he is ac-
customed to occupying Sundays 
in church. All of us do the same.

Buzzy wears sunglasses to 
protect his eyes when there is a 
glare because he recently had 
cataract surgery. Possessed of 
an agreeable disposition, he 
is prone to saying, when the 
weatherman’s forecast is off the 
mark, “how would you like to 
make six figures and be wrong 
half the time?”

John is the “elder statesman” 
in his light vinyl jacket and 
Harvey Industries cap. He is 
ninety-one going on ninety-two. 
He touches a stanchion in the 
parking lot as he walks toward 
the store from his truck, presum-
ably for good luck.

Frank’s thick white hair is 
combed straight back. He be-
came the talker of the group 
after Butch suffered a mishap, 
underwent rehabilitation, and 
decided not to come around 
anymore. Frank drops names 
of people he knows, wondering 
if we know them too. Or he will 
complain about such things as 
Uxbridge raising property taxes 

on two-family houses “and we 
were supposed to get something 
out of it, but haven’t.”

Frank can be counted on to 
keep the dialogue going. On a 
recent Monday morning, notic-
ing a man flying a kite-like con-
traption powered by a gasoline 
engine across the sky west to 
east, toward Mendon and Mil-
ford, he said “look at that! Re-
member, Romasco used to do 
that!” There were nods of affir-
mation from those who recalled 
just such a sight.

“Yeah, and once he ran into 
some high-tension wires and 
zap!” John said.

“Dead?”

“No, not dead,” John re-
plied.

Pablo is still masking up al-
though the rest of stopped wear-
ing them as soon as the sign that 
they were required for entrance 
to the store was removed. Pablo 
is typically in a cheerful mood 
and liable to break into a rendi-
tion of “You Are My Sunshine” 
or “Good Morning, Vietnam.”

Dick wears brown cotton gar-
den gloves even on a forty-degree 
spring day with the sun flood-
ing the stoop and warming our 
creaking bones. His car brakes 
mysteriously started giving out 
on him a month or so ago. He 
would have to pull off the road 
for fear of hitting something. He 
subsequently traded up to a new 
vehicle.

Jack is an off-and-on pres-
ence. He worked for National 
Grid, I think, and so pays close 
attention to construction projects 
and road work and detours. He 
will say in amazement “have you 
noticed how many trees they’re 
taking down around here?” 

As for myself, I am unofficial 
co-captain of this strange band 
of brothers, with Buzzy, as two 
founding members of the group. 
When I am not engaged in the 
innocuous but often entertaining 
chit chat that develops between 
us I am probably thinking about 
the books from Richard Whit-
taker’s private collection that 
I purchase on a regular basis 
from Deb Horan at Booklovers’ 
Gourmet in Webster. I am al-
ways trying to grow my own 
ever-expanding personal library, 
like Thomas Jefferson did.

I do not know much about 
Mr. Whittaker but at Ms. 
Horan’s store I typically gravi-
tate to the back room, where 
the biographies and classics and 
historical fiction are shelved. I 
know I will probably find a book 
previously owned by Richard 
Whittaker, whose taste matched 
mine. I latched onto two more of 
Mr. Whittaker’s books recently. 
The first was Gerald Clarke’s 

account of the life of Truman 
Capote. A week or so later I 
discovered a hardcover copy of 
In Cold Blood—Mr. Capote’s 
most famous work. Both books, 
as usual, contained Richard 
Whittaker’s signature just inside 
the cover, in a flowing, graceful 
script.

I consider any book owned by 
Richard Whittaker to be worth 
the price. In Cold Blood cost me 
more than I am used to paying 

but on the copyright page I saw 
what I look for as a pre-condition 
of purchase whenever possible: 
FIRST PRINTING. That the 
book and its dust jacket are in 
near-perfect condition clinched 
the deal.

I don’t mention my visits to 
Booklovers’ Gourmet to the oth-
ers as we wait for the newspaper. 
There is more pressing subject 
matter to discuss: the weather; 
the Red Sox; presidential poli-

tics; the war in Ukraine; and of 
course our aches and pains and 
medical appointments.

We don’t contribute much of 
significance to the public dis-
course.

But, as Buzzy likes to say, “at 
least we have fun.”

Contact Rod Lee at 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com.
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Our experts have been serving the financial 
needs of the community for over 152 years!

Call or email Karen for 
competitive rates for 

conventional and jumbo 
mortgages today!

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF

Whether you’re building or buying a new home, 
want to make improvements to your current 

home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.

Karen Beane 
VP, Mortgage Consultant

Karen.Beane@unibank.com
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Permanent Teeth on Implants

All in one office… The most advanced
“teeth in a day” solution in the world is HERE

Swati Agnihotri, DMD  - Marc Bou-Abboud, DMD  - Sonya Shafique, DMD
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Whitinsville, MA
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@dr_swati_agnihotri

before
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Boat responsibly: get your 
2022 vessel safety check

Tri-State Flotilla 10-2 US 
Coast Guard Auxiliarly VSC 
Station announces boat safety in-
spections to be held at the Memo-
rial Boat Ramp, Nipmuc Cove 
on Wallum Lake on Saturday, 
June 11 and at the Wallum Lake 
Boat Ramp, Douglas State For-
est, on Saturday, June 18.

Bring any type of watercraft 
from kayaks, canoes, PWCs, 
sailboats, cabin cruisers, to ski 
& pontoon boats for a stem to 
stern check of equipment for 
compliance to federal and state 
safety regulations.  Vessels can 
be inspected on a trailer as well 
as afloat.

Trailered vessels, not having 
Webster access sticker and not 
launching, can be examined at 
the entrance gate to Memorial 
Ramp.  Personal watercraft, not 
allowed to launch at the Wallum 
Lake Ramp on weekends, can 
also be examined at the gate.  
Both locations can accommodate 
boats arriving by water.  The sta-
tions will be active from 9 AM 
to 4 PM at both these locations.

Vessel examiners are quali-
fied and experienced to answer 
any boating related questions 
or concerns along with being 
trained to spot any potential 
problems.  They will award your 
vessel with a 2022 VSC decal if 
it meets Auxiliary standards on 
items such as: registration and 

hull numbering, life jackets, fire 
extinguishers, expiration dates 
on flares (if required), working 
navigation lights, overall vessel 
condition, etc.

A VSC is conducted only 
with your consent; no reports are 
filed with any law enforcement 
agency.  There are no citations, 
legal obligations, or penalties on 
violations or potential problems 
found.  A VSC decal might re-
sult in a boat insurance discount 
and will indicate to law enforce-
ment on the water that your vessel 
complies with safety regulations.  
The examiner will give the vessel 
owner options and information 
on correcting any issues.  Often 
a quick trip to the nearest boat-
ing supply vendor is all that is 
necessary to obtain missing safety 
items and easily pass a re-inspec-
tion, sometimes on the same day.

Coast Guard Auxiliary vessel 
examiners will be around the lo-
cal lakes at various, un-scheduled 
times during the boating season; 
they are few in number and not 
readily available inland.  Can’t 
make it to the station…schedule 
a VSC online at the link below.

Best to take advantage of this 
scheduled opportunity and start 
your boating season with a visit 
to our station and a free 2022 
VSC Decal on your craft.

  For more information, visit 
vesselsafetycheck.org or email 

CGAux1002@aol.com
Lakeside Kids Event at 

Memorial Beach: Thursday 
June 9, 4:00-7:00 p.m.

Sponsored by Lakeview Ma-
rine, this event has been planned 
to introduce the kids of our com-
munity to the fun that can be 
had on and around the water! 
Learn the many ways to enjoy 
our beautiful lakes - sign up for 
swim lessons, try out a kayak, 
learn fishing casting techniques, 
“Touch a Boat” get up close to 
recreational and public safety 
boats from the police and fire 
departments.  The Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla will 
have a boating safety tent with 
information, handouts, and CG 
coloring books  for kids.  VSC 
examiners will also be available 
there for boat owners wanting a 
2022 decal. The posted activi-
ties are subject to change based 
on weather conditions and ven-
dor availability.

 

 

 

~at the Blackstone Valley Education Hub~ 

Course tuition sponsored by grant funding through the Regional Economic 
Development Organization and Massachusetts Office of Business Development 

Course Description Dates 
OSHA 10hr 
General 
Industry 
Certification 
course 

This course teaches a variety of required safety 
& health topics for everyday industry.  
Certification exam & card included. 

2 sessions: 
July 19-28: T/Th, 5-8pm 
Or 
Aug. 16-25: T/Th, 5-8pm 

Introduction 
to Welding 

This training prepares students with welding 
vocabulary, techniques, and basic operations of 
a welding gun using augmented reality welders. 

July 18-Aug.24: Mon/Wed, 6-8:30pm 

CNC 
Machinist 
Apprentice 
Course 

This training is a commitment of 150 hours 
which includes topics in shop math, blueprint 
reading, quality assurance, safety, work 
readiness, CNC mill operations, CNC lathe 
operations, and gcode.  Upon completion of the 
technical training, the apprentice will be placed 
with a cooperative employer to receive on-the-
job-training for 1 year. 

July 18- Sept.28: Mon/Wed/Fri, 9am-3pm 

Online 
courses in a 
variety of 
topics  

https://www.ed2go.com/blackstone/ 
OR 
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/blackstone/ 

On your time! 

Scan QR code for application 
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Azrael AcresAzrael Acres
Time FunTime Fun

Join Our Horse AcademyJoin Our Horse Academy
Boarding • Lessons • Shows • Horse Trails

144 Williams Street, Uxbridge, MA • www.azraelacres.com
Please call or text: 508-918-4531

Full Circle
T∙R∙E∙E C∙A∙R∙E

MA & ISA Certified Arborist

Insect and disease diagnosis 
and treatment #16339

Specimen and 
ornamental tree 
and shrub care

Since 1989

Dwight A. Bristowe
Office: 508-476-3258

Cell: 508-523-9631
www.FullCircleTreeCare.com

Oxford HS, Grafton HS celebrate 
return of Best Buddies prom

After a two-year hiatus due to COVID, Oxford High School and 
Grafton High School were able to join together once again for the 
annual Best Buddies prom on Friday, April 29.

The two schools alternate hosting the prom and this year’s event 
was held at Oxford High School.

Students are paired with a “buddy” from the special education 

program and they meet for one-on-one activities throughout the year.
Once again, it was a complete success and everyone danced the 

night away.

ValleyCast’s summer concert series 
starts June 30th

ValleyCast, the arts and cul-
ture arm of Open Sky Com-
munity Services, announces 
the return of its free summer 
concert series featuring local 
(and not so local) bands and a 
wide variety of popular music.

Now in its thirteenth year, 
the concert series is one of Val-
leyCast’s most popular events 
at Alternatives’ Whitin Mill 
complex, 50 Douglas Road, 
Whitinsville.

This year’s kickoff is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 30th. 
Two bands will play back-to-
back on the Dennis H. Rice 
Community Plaza to coincide 
with the opening of the new 
“Beyond Zentangle” exhibit 
in the Spaulding R. Aldrich 
Heritage Gallery. Samuel 
Bowen will perform from 5:30 

to 6:30 p.m., followed by the 
Blackstone Valley Community 
Concert Band from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m.

The series continues Thurs-
days on the plaza from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. through September 
1st. In case of inclement weath-
er, the shows move inside to 
the Singh Performance Center.

Cristi Collari, director 
of community outreach for 
OSCS, said “this is a wonder-
ful way for people of all ages 
and abilities to gather together 
in the plaza and dance or just 
relax and enjoy a summer event 
of music by talented musicians 
while watching the sun set over 
the Mumford River.

In addition to Opening 
Night on June 30, here are the 
other dates for 2022.

July 7: Chuck & Mud and 
the Hole in the Dam Band.

July 14: Blackstone Valley 
Bluegrass.

July 21: Country Wild 
Heart Band.

July 28: Michelle Can-
ning.

August 4: Ash & Eric 
(formerly The Promise is 
Hope).

August 11: Claflin Hill 
Symphony Orchestra’s Sum-
mer Winds.

August 18: Le’Mixx 
Band.

August 25: Grayson Ty.

September 1: The Eagles 
Experience.

The summer concert series 
is sponsored by Weirsma In-
surance Agency, UniBank, 
Lampin Corp., Open Sky 
Community Services, Valley-
Cast and with a special grant 
from the Northbridge Cultural 
Council which is funded by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil.

The Blackstone Valley Com-
munity Concert Band in per-
formance on Alternatives’ 
Dennis H. Rice Community 
Plaza. 
(Photo by Cristi Collari).
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Healthier baking in the Blackstone Valley

20% OFF
DELIVERY FEE

PEDIATRIC DENTIST AND ORTHODONTIST 

OPENING AUGUST 2021

 

(508) 827-8777

 

7 8  W O R C E S T E R  S T R E E T ,

G R A F T O N ,  M A ,  0 1 5 3 6

 

 I N F O @ P E D I A T R I C D E N T A L O F G R A F T O N . C O M

C O M I N G  S O O N !

CALL US NOW TO SCHEDULE

AN APPOINTMENT!

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

(508) 827-8777(508) 827-8777

Grafton PL hosting free 
food-advice talk

The Grafton Public Library invites interested residents to a free 
nutrition talk on the topic “How specific foods may be causing your 
fatigue and weight loss resistance” on Wednesday, June 15 at 7:00 
p.m.

Deborah Genovesi, FDN-P, a certified holistic health coach and 
founder of Deborah G Wellness, will be the presenter.

Certain foods can drain your energy and may cause you to hold 
into weight, regardless of how many calories you are eating.

Learn more about this subject at the Grafton Public Library, 35 
Grafton Common.

Deborah Genovesi

FOPPEMA’S FARMFOPPEMA’S FARM“Family Owned & Operated “Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1983”Since 1983”

Flowers and Early Spring Crops
Herb and Vegetable Plants

1605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-67111605 Hill St., Northbridge • 508-234-6711
www.foppemasfarm.comwww.foppemasfarm.com

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed SundaysHours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed Sundays
Massachusetts
grown... and fresher!TM

Also featuring: gifts from the garden, baked goods, 
ice cream, local honey, candy, frozen meat products, 

specialty gourmet foods and much more....

OPENING JUNE 1ST!!
FULL LINE OF FRESH PRODUCE!

Banana Split Brownies
By Christine Galeone

I don’t think there are many 
people who can resist a fresh, 
delicious brownie. The moist, 
rich, decadent treat would most 
likely make the top ten favorite 
desserts list of every chocolate 
lover.  But they would probably 
never make the list of top ten 
healthiest desserts.

Although it might not be 
possible to make a brownie 

– that actually tastes like a 
brownie – that’s both healthy 
and delicious, it really is pos-
sible to make healthier brown-
ies. And this recipe for banana 
split brownies is one example of 
how to accomplish that nearly 
monumental achievement.

It’s easy to see why any 
processed, store-bought brown-
ies are unhealthy. And even 
though mixes call for a couple 
of additional fresh ingredients, 

and, like most, the results taste 
great, they’re still processed 
and generally include unneces-
sary ingredients. But even most 
homemade brownies that are 
made from fresh ingredients are 
unhealthy, because they call for 
lots of added sugar. In fact, it’s 
not uncommon for a recipe to 
call for two cups of sugar. That 
sugar causes inflammation. 
Inflammation is linked to vari-
ous diseases and other harmful 

health conditions.    
This recipe calls for signifi-

cantly less sugar, because the 
banana contains natural sugar. 
It also calls for healthier fats, 
instead of butter, margarine 
or other unhealthier fats that 
can lead to clogged arteries 
and heart disease. And while 
walnuts are heart-healthy and 
brain-healthy nuts, bananas 
contain important vitamins and 
minerals, including potassium, 
vitamin B6, vitamin C and 
magnesium.

Banana Split 
Brownies

Ingredients:
½ Cup of Unsifted All-Pur-

pose Flour 
1/3 Cup of Unsweetened 

Cocoa 
1 tsp. Baking Powder
¾ Cup of Sugar
½ Cup of Light Tasting Ol-

ive Oil
1 tsp. of Pure Almond Ex-

tract
2 Eggs
1 Banana
½ Cup of Natural Walnuts
¼ Cup of Dark Chocolate 

Chips (Optional)

Directions:
Combine flour, cocoa and 

baking powder in a large bowl.
In a separate bowl, combine 

sugar, olive oil, almond extract 
and one mashed ripe banana.

Add eggs to the mixture, and 
beat well with a spoon. 

In a few increments, add the 
dry mixture to the wet mixture.  
Blend together with a spoon.

Mix in walnuts and dark 
chocolate chips.

Pour batter into a 9”X9” 
baking pan.

Bake in a pre-heated oven at 
350 degrees for around 25 min-

utes.  Brownie should begin to 
pull away from the edges of the 
pan.  

  
Now, if you don’t like banan-

as, this probably won’t be your 
new go-to recipe for summer 
cookouts. But if you do, you’ll 
most likely find them irresist-
ible. The only temptation you’ll 
have to resist is the one to eat 
too many in one sitting. Happy 
(healthier) baking!
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Grafton’s Business Scene – May 2022
By Christine Galeone

With May and June being 
two of the most beautiful months 
of the year, this is the perfect 
time to get outside and recon-
nect with nature. It’s also a great 
time to reconnect with other 
members of the community.

Thanks to several local orga-
nizations and businesses, Graf-
ton is an ideal place to reconnect 
with both. There are also op-
portunities to socialize and enjoy 
nature at the same time.

Grafton Recreation re-
cently announced that it will 
be holding two free fun fam-
ily events. On Saturday June 
18 from 10 a.m. until noon at 
Millbury Street School, kids 

can explore a variety of big rigs 
during Big Truck Day. Then, 
on Thursday June 23, families 
are invited to bring lawn chairs 
or blankets to gather at the 
Grafton Common under the 
stars to watch “The Secret 
Life of Pets 2.” The free film, 
presented by Quite Fetching 

Barkery & Pet Boutique, 
starts at dusk.  Beginning at 
6:30, people can visit vendors 
including Butler Park, K9 
Pawformance Massage, 
Patrick Subaru, Safe with 
us Rescue and Waggy Tails 
Grooming.  

Those who like to grill out-
doors can find grills and cookers 
from Weber, Traeger and other 
manufacturers at Koopman 

Lumber, the hardware and 
paint store in North Grafton. 
Besides selling a varied selection 
of items that shoppers can use to 
enjoy spending time outdoors, 
the store will be holding a pro-
pane sale on Friday May 27 and 
Saturday May 28. After buying 
a $15 tank fill, customers with 
a free advantage account will 
receive a $15 Koopon that can 
be used for anything in the store 
June 1 through June 14.   

In June, two shops that can 
help people enjoy the outdoors 
and gatherings – one through 
breezy style options and one 
through décor – will celebrate 
milestones. Off the Com-
mon Antiques Marketplace 
a multi-artisan, multi-vendor 
shop, located at 4 Worcester 
Street in Grafton, will celebrate 
its 5th anniversary. The shop 
sells beautifully restored fur-
niture, farmhouse style items 
and other antiques, in addition 
to new handmade items from 
local artisans. And Paisley 
Boutique, located at 40 North 
Main Street in North Grafton, 
will celebrate its 8th anniversary. 
The shop, which also has stores 
in Mashpee and Hudson, car-
ries affordable boutique style 
clothing and accessories in clas-
sic and contemporary styles. 

Beginning June 15, people 
can also come together to ap-
preciate the joys of nature and 

community while supporting 
small businesses. The Graf-
ton Farmers Market, which 
will be held every Wednesday 
from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m. on the 
grounds of the Grafton Mu-
nicipal Center at 30 Provi-
dence Road, will return for the 
season. With a wide variety 
of vendors (which vary each 
week), the volunteer-run market 
works hard to achieve its goal 
of providing “fresh, local food 
directly from farmers to consum-
ers.” Its vendors offer an array 

of local produce, baked goods, 
jams, syrups, candy, natural sk-
incare items, handcrafted gifts 
and more.  

Finally, for people who would 
like to buy Memorial Day bas-
kets, there are at least two Graf-
ton businesses that sell beautiful 
arrangements. The baskets can 
be found at Perreault Nurs-
ery & Landscape Supply 
in North Grafton and at Pete’s 
Oasis at Blackstone River 
Farm in South Grafton. 

With everything that’s hap-

pened in the world in the last 
couple of years, everyone could 
use some relief. Enjoying the 
sunshine and fresh air with 
family, friends and neighbors is 
something that we can be grate-
ful for. At the same time, it can 
also help us to appreciate the 
freedom that so many of our 
brave military members gave 
their lives to protect.

 
Contact Christine with your 

business news items at cmgale-
one15@gmail.com.  

SEE OUR FLYER IN THIS WEEK’S ISSUE FOR GREAT DEALS ON APPLIANCES!MEMORIAL DAY SALE See our flyer on
whitcosales.com

SUMMER

A/Cs - HUNDREDS IN STOCK!

6

4

59

WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
• Buy ONLY what you need
• Less Expensive than mixing it by hand
• Custom Mix / Poured on the job site
• Cost Effective – no waste
• 1 Yard minimum

CCuussttoomm  CCoonnccrreettee  –– MMeetteerreedd  PPoouurrss
CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs etc.
• Footings
• Retaining Walls
• Walkways/Sidewalks
• Curbing
• Steps

@smallloadconcrete.sutton

508-770-1200
34 PROVIDENCE RD, SUTTON, MA

www.smallloadconcrete.com

Call to schedule your pour today

Saturday pours available

Shoppers browse a previous year’s Grafton Farmers Market.
(Courtesy of Grafton Farmers Market Facebook Page)
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By Rod Lee

Two martinis 
and a case 
of mistaken 
identity

During the course of his long 
career as an owner and man-

ager of Chuck’s Steak House 
& Margarita Grill in Auburn, 
Steve Londregan has witnessed 
more than his share of humorous 
moments.

  Chuck’s, by the way, cel-
ebrated a 44th anniversary on 
Mother’s Day.

  Mr. Londregan, a recent 
president of the Auburn Cham-
ber of Commerce, was happy to 
share “my funniest story ever” 
with The Feisty Fork.

  “This happened around 
1982 or 1984,” he said. “I was 
behind the bar on a Sunday af-
ternoon. A lovely older couple 
from Prospect St. who came in 
regularly always had martinis 
before they sat down to dinner. 
They did this that day, too, 
before walking into the dining 
room.

  “About fifteen minutes later, 
one of our waitresses came run-
ning up to me and said ‘Steve, 

you have to come, now.’
  “I hurried into the dining 

room.
  “Mrs. – had just come from 

our all-you-can-eat soup and sal-
ad bar. She said to me, ‘Steve, 
this minestrone soup is ice cold.’ 
She was very adamant about it.”

  Mr. Londregan recognized 
the problem right away.

  “I said to her ‘Mrs. – you 
have a bowl of Italian salad 
dressing in front of you!

  “That’s all I got,” Mr. Lon-
dregan added, on the telephone, 
in referring to the invitation The 

Feisty Fork has issued to restau-
rateurs for interesting items to be 
included in this column.

Patio dining in 
the works 
at Grille 122 

  William “Billy” Therecka 
may have run into some bad 

luck, opening Grille 
122 on Providence 
Road in Whitinsville 
in July of 2019, just be-
fore Covid-19 hit, but 
he held his ground and 
the restaurant is attract-
ing a steady stream of 
customers.

  “It was a bad time 
for everyone,” he said 
on April 28th. “My 
sister has a restaurant 
in Coventry, Connecti-
cut with water frontage 
and she faced the same 

issue. Now it’s getting better. 
My only struggle is finding help 
(especially in the kitchen). I’m 
reaching out to everyone I know. 
I’m trying my best.”

  An ambitious and ener-
getic man, Mr. Therecka was 
not about to be deterred by the 
pandemic, in his plans for Grille 
122. The restaurant serves 
lunch and dinner. It also hosts 
functions, including business 
meetings, bridal showers and 
mercy dinners.

  “I’m stubborn. I’m a worka-
holic, seven days a week,” he 
said.

  Mr. Therecka now owns the 
building in which Grille 122 is 
situated. He has also purchased 
two apartment buildings next 
door.

  Although he didn’t get 
much of a chance to incorporate 
outdoor dining into the mix last 
year, despite having set up an 
area with picnic tables for it to 
one side of the restaurant, he is 
looking to add an outdoor patio 
“with masonry and flowers”—
possibly in time for patrons to 

enjoy by the summer of 2023.
  “If I do it, I want to do it 

right,” he says. “When I’m done 
I don’t want to have to worry 
about anything at all.”

  Mr. Therecka came into the 
town of Northbridge as an un-
known but he has won over the 
local populace.

  “My customers are my 
friends now,” he said.

Then and now, 
at UXLocale

Elaine Cowan, owner/chef 
of UXLocale on Hartford Ave. 
West in Uxbridge, shared with 
The Feisty Fork these reflections 
about her restaurant’s years, 
past to present.

The UXLocale, now, then, 
and everything in between. 
When asked to look back over 
the last few years and how they 
have changed the way we are 
doing business, a quick response 
could never suffice, and I still 
feel my shoulders move up to my 
ears as I type. In the beginning, 
after the initial shock wore off, 
there was a scramble to figure 
out how to make this whole thing 
work.

Then
Sleepless nights began on 

Monday, March 11. They 
lasted two weeks until I figured 
out converting my menu to 98% 
web-based business. Then, I 
converted the old ice cream win-
dows to curbside pickup while 
losing over one-third of business, 
the ability to sell beer and wine 
with food helped a little, but 
overall, it was bleak.

Now
We still service the takeout 

window. Although it is steadily 
decreasing, while indoor din-
ing is increasing, we still have 
a population of people who get 
curbside takeout every week. 
These people have been with us 
through the darkest hours, and I 
will do this as long as they need 

me. One silver lining is that I 
got to know so many regulars by 
their orders: some would even 
write little notes of encourage-
ment on their slips. These little 
notes got us through the worst 
of it.

Then
Like the UXLocale, many 

other businesses were doing the 
same thing: going online, which 
caused servers to crash, slips not 
printing to the kitchen, or pizza 
oven. A little background. On 
an average day, we begin prep 
at 10:00 a.m. Service begins at 
5:00. After cleanup and sanita-
tion, it’s usually a decent twelve-
hour day. I had no time for a 
learning curve. I worked with 
the POS people to move al my 
content to another server.

Now
Every Wednesday-Saturday, 

I manually check inventory, take 
photos of everything I make, 
write descriptions, and get them 
up online before 10:00 a.m. 
That has not changed. Then 
a quick post to Instagram and 
Facebook, and I’m on my way to 
doing the thing I love. COOK!

Then
Because I converted my 

pantry into a takeout expedi-
tion center, I moved my pantry 
to the dining room. With that, 
I obtained a retail license and 
sold Italian imports and local 
cheeses.

A varied menu has been a staple at 
Chuck’s Steak House in Auburn for 
more than forty years.

Billy Therecka, owner of 
Grille 122 in Whitinsville, 
with Bruno. Grille 122 is 
open for lunch and dinner.

Continued on page 9

New England New England 
Steak and SeafoodSteak and Seafood

508-478-0871 • 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon
See Our Menu on our website
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

Dads don’t like cookouts

They like to dine out!
9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30p.m. 6:00 p.m.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

45 River St., Millbury, MA
(508) 865-3377

Featured 
on

Look for our 
Delicious 
Lenten 
Menu!!

www.scalesseafood.com
Open: Thursday-Sunday

$5.00 OFF
Orders $30 or more

(one per party, not to be combined)

Fresh 
Seafood 

Year Round

   

Uncle Ronnie’s
      Restaurant & Red TavernFine Food

& Spirits

2692 Victory Highway, Burrillville, RI • 401-568-6243
UncleRonniesRedTavern.com

Thursdays & Saturdays 
7:30 p.m.

~Kitchen Hours ~ Wednesday and Thursday 4-9pm 
Friday and Saturday 2-10pm • Sundays 11:30am-9pm

Lounge remains open later for 
cocktails and entertainment

GREAT 
LOCAL BANDS
Every
FridayOUTDOOR 

DECK IS OPEN!

Includes: Appetizer to share, Garden Salad 
or Soup of the Day, Two Dinner Entrees, 
Two Desserts and Draft Beer or Wine

Wednesdays - 
Thursdays 

(4-9pm)

Dinner for 2 
$45
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Then Part II
When we were able to seat 

folks inside again, I kept small 
pyramids of pantry items for two 
reasons: transparency—people 
got to see the ingredients they 
were eating; and social distanc-
ing. Fortunately, the pyramids 
created a barrier between tables, 
and plexiglass went up…every-
where.

Now
The dining room has been re-

lieved of all the (Covid) extras. 
I built some new narrow tables 
that allow space and symmetry. 
We host Wise Guys Trivia on 
Wednesday nights. Live music 
is back most Fridays. We added 
a proper DJ booth, and on Sat-
urdays, DJ Proud Larry spins 
records. He may be the only DJ 
who spins records—no antics, 
just outstanding music.

Now Part II
Inventory is a struggle, the 

same products that I rely on 
aren’t always available. If the 
pricing increases are too night, 
I’m fearful not to pass that on to 
the diner, but I still want a fam-
ily to be able to come and dine 
without breaking the bank. We 
have gone up on some things be-
cause I will not substitute qual-

ity ingredients.
Now
The menu! Because every-

one’s schedule is still so topsy-
turvy, I run “weekend” specials 
every night. Some things I can’t 
in good conscience put in a box 
to go, but if it travels without ru-
ining texture and presentation, 
I’ll let it ride. So lots of my spe-
cials are going back to my roots. 
Keeping it fresh, flavorful, and 
unfussy.

Throughout-Today
My staff. There is no scenar-

io where we successfully came 
out of this without the fantastic 
people behind the scenes, the 
ones you barely see. Still, they 
are grinding day in and day out, 
99% of whom have been with 

me since the beginning and all 
the people in the front that you 
see. I’ve made some great hires. 
They want to be there, and they 
are about what happens next. 
I feel so incredibly fortunate to 
have the staff I have. Something 
remarkable that I notice daily 
is how kind they are to one an-
other. That’s a gift.

Submit your restaurant news 
to The Feisty Fork by email to 
rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

Pizza is just one of the favorites with diners at UXLocale in 
Uxbridge.

THE FEISTY 
FORK
Continued from page 8

Home Grown Meats 
for the local 
community

Seasonal Produce

Fresh Eggs

Local Products

64 Williams Street
Upton, MA
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-
type items are welcome for inclu-
sion in the Happenings! section of 
the Xpress newspapers. Please al-
low enough lead time for publica-
tion. Emai your calendar or event 
notice to rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

THROUGH MAY 31ST
• May Art Exhibit, “Is There Beau-

ty Within Tragedy,” at Booklovers’ 
Gourmet, 72 E. Main St., Webster, 
featuring the work of Eren Torres, a 
seventeen-year-old up-and-coming 
artist and a proud member of the LGBT 
community. A meet-and-greet with 

the artist will be held from 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m. on Saturday, May 14th. Call 508-
949-6232 or email deb@booklovers-
gourmet.com for further info.

SUNDAY, MAY 29
• Town of Blackstone Memorial 

Day Parade, 1:00 p.m.

MONDAY, MAY 30 (MEMORIAL 
DAY)

• Memorial Day Parade, North-
bridge, 9:30 a.m.; contact Don Les-
sard, derbydan476@gmail.com or 
508-476-2836 for more information.

• Memorial Day Parade, Putnam, 
10:00 a.m.

• Memorial Day Parade, Webster 
Dudley.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
• Mark Mandeville and Raianne 

Richards will present an outdoor con-
cert, featuring fresh and refined acous-
tic folk music for the modern times, 
at the Northbridge Senior Center, 20 
Highland St., Whitinsville, from 1:00 to 
2:00 p.m. Sign up with Amy at the front 
desk. Call 508-234-2002 for more info.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4
• bankHometown is hosting a 

Shred Day, 8:30 a.m.-noon, 4 Gore 
Road, Webster. Bring old mail, receipts, 
statements, bills, cancelled checks, pay 
stubs, medical records and other un-
wanted paper documents.

• Open Sky Community Services 

is co-hosting the 7th annual Family 
Fun Fishing Day at Riverbend Farm, 
287 Oak St., Uxbridge, along with 
the Blackstone River Valley National 
Heritage Corridor’s Volunteers-in-Parks 
program, the Blackstone River Water-
shed Association, the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation & Recre-
ation and the Massachusetts Division 
of Fisheries & Wildlife. This event takes 
place from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 with a 
rain date of Sunday, June 4, and will 

feature activities for the whole fam-
ily including food and ice cream from 
GottaQ BBQ and the Sweet Wise ice 
cream truck. All ages and abilities 
are welcome. Fishing poles, bait and 
instruction will be available with pre-
registration, or participants can bring 
their own. Registration is now open at 
thebrwa.org/familyfishing2022. This 
is a free event but pre-registration is 
required. Contact Lori Girard at 508-
234-6232 or lori.girard@openskycs.org 
for more information.

• A Double Author Event fea-
turing Leslie Wheeler and Sharon 
Healy-Yang will be held at Booklovers’ 
Gourmet, 72 E. Main St., Webster, 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Ms. Wheeler 
launched her Berkshire Hilltown Mys-

teries with Rattlesnake Hill. In her lat-
est work, Shuntoll Hill, Boston library 
curator “Kathryn Stinson” returns to 
the Berkshires hoping to rekindle a 
romance with “Earl Barker” but in-
stead winds up in a battle with a New 
York developer that puts her in grave 
danger. Sharon Healy-Yang, professor 
emerita at Worcester State University, 
dives again into her character “Jessica 
Minton” in Always Play the Dark Horse. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 5
• “Into the Garden series: Seed 

Propagation Lecture,” is being offered 
at the Asa Waters Mansion, 123 Elm St., 
Millbury, at 2:00 p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
• A Community Yard Sale/Plant 

Sale will be held at First Congregation-
al Church, 128 Central Ave., Auburn, 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Spaces are avail-
able for $25, tables (on a limited basis) 
for $5. Annuals and perennials. Call or 
text Cindy, 774-238-0260, or contact 
the church office, 508-832-2845, for 
further details. 

• Open Sky Community Services 
announces a spring return for the 
37th Annual Valley Friendship Tour 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The event 
will start and end at the Alternatives 
Whitin Mill complex, 50 Douglas Rd., 
Whitinsville, with yoga, music, raffles 
and food on the Dennis H. Rice Com-
munity Plaza at the same address. 
Participants can choose between a 
one-mile walk (the “Golden Mile”), a 
5K walk/run, or a 30-mile bicycle ride. 
The Valley Friendship Tour has been the 

signature fundraising event for Alter-
natives Unlimited (now Open Sky Com-
munity Services) for 33 years. Since it 
began it has raised over $3 million in 
support of individuals and families 
in Central Massachusetts, including 
$160,000 in 2021. To pre-register $30), 
visit openskycs.org/vft2022. Registra-
tion the day of the event is $35.

• Memphis Sun Mafia, an Elvis 
tribute trio, kicks off the Summer 
Concert Series at Douglas Orchard and 

Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas. $10 cash 
per person 16-and-older, kids admit-
ted free, 5:30-8:00 p.m. No rain date. 
Go to douglasorchardandfarm.com for 
further info.

MONDAY, JUNE 13
• Blackstone Valley Tech’s annual 

golf tournament will be held at High-
fields Golf & Country Club in Grafton. 
Proceeds benefit the school’s Education 
Foundation and Athletic Department 
activities and programs.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15
• The McCartney Years: Live in 

Concert will be presented as a day trip 
to Danversport, Danvers, by the North-
bridge Senior Center. The cost, $101 per 
person, incudes the show and a plated 
lunch before the performance. Sign up 
with Amy at the front desk. Call 508-
234-2002 for more info.

•  A BangoGals concert will take 
place at the Asa Waters Mansion, 124 
Elm St., Millbury, from 6:00 to 7:15 
p.m. Free admission.

Happenings!

Continued on page 11

GRAFTON FLEA 
MARKET, INC.

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
OUTDOOR - INDOOR

6 A.M.-4 P.M.
NEW! Outdoor Beer and Wine Garden Now Open!

•Acres of Bargains •Hundreds of Vendors•Thousands of Buyers
52nd Season

Rte. 140, Grafton/Upton town line
Grafton Flea is the Place to be!

Selling Space 508-839-2217   www.graftonflea.com

We do NOTNOT  add biofuel 
to our product 

5¢ OFF
PER GALLON 

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

•24 Hour Emergency Service
•Automatic Delivery
•Fuel Assistance Accepted
•Licensed in House Technicians
   (NO subcontracting)
•Burner Service
•Oil Tank Installations
   (Free Estimates)

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, 

Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester, 
North Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer, 

Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30am-2pm

Sharon Healy-Yang (left) and Leslie Wheeler will appear in tandem for a Double Author 
Event on Saturday, June 1 at Booklovers’ Gourmet in Webster.

Your source for business 
and community news and advertising.

bcronan@theyankeexpress.com 
news@theyankeexpress.com
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“An absolute must see  
for history lovers!”

- Google Review

MUSEUM OPEN
WED. - SUN.

10 AM TO 5 PM

568 MAIN STREET, HUDSON, MA   
(978) 562-9182 

www.AmericanHeritageMuseum.org

2022 Living History Events
        Tanks, Wings and Wheels - June 18th & 19th
       Revolutionary War Re-enactment - July 23rd & 24th
       WWII Tank Demonstration - August 13th & 14th
       WWI Aviation Weekend - September 17th & 18th
       Battle for the Airfield WWII - October 8th & 9th

For more information and tickets visit our website.
Millbury, MA • 508-523-7790

Ebthompson36@gmail.com
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

THOMPSON
Landscaping & Construction

• Drainage • Pool Fill-ins

• lanD Clearing • Full lawn installs

• exCavation • stone & gravel Driveways

• Patios • retaining walls • walkways

• lawn Care • MulCh

Eben Thompson

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
•  The Memphis Sun Mafia Band 

will bring Memphis to Northbridge 
with an acoustic journey through the 
music if Elvis at the Northbridge Senior 
Center, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. Doors open at 
11:45 a.m. Tickets are needed for this 
event, which includes a BBQ-themed 
luncheon. Sign up with Amy at the 
front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for more 
info.

• Robert Black, an Elvis imper-
sonator, will perform at the Millbury 
Senior Center, One River St., from 6:00 
to 7:15 p.m. Call 508-865-9154 for fur-
ther info.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
• The Sutton Historical Society’s 

town-wide yard sale will be held 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Rain date 
is Sunday, June 19. The cost is $10 for 
participating resident addresses to be 
included on a map and in advertising 
for the event. Registration forms are 
available at suttonhistoricalsocietyinc.
org. Limited table space at the M.M. 
Sherman Blacksmith Shop, 6 Single-
tary Ave., is also available for $10. The 
Society is accepting donated items 
(no upholstered furniture or electronic 
equipment) and will pick up if neces-
sary. Contact sutton1704@gmail.com 
for more details.

• Tony Soul Project, from the 
Delta Blues to Soul to Rock & Roll, 

will perform as part of the Summer 
Concert Series at Douglas Orchard and 
Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-
8:00 p.m. Admission is $10 per person 
16-and-older, kids get in free, no rain 
date. Check douglasorchardandfarm.
com for further info.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24
• EARTH Limited’s largest an-

nual fundraiser is back for 2022 at 
Southwick’s Zoo in Mendon, from 5:00 
to 10:00 p.m. Proceeds support EARTH 
Limited’s many education initiatives, 
such as internships, docent/volunteer 
training, rhino encounters, zoo mo-
biles, wild adventure programs, junior 
zoo keeping and more. Guests will en-
joy an event of adventure and explore 
the zoo after-hours. Go to earthltd.
org to purchase tickets. Email Betsey 
Brewer Bethel at betsey@southwick-
szoo.com for more details about EARTH 
Limited.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
• Dark Desert Eagles, the ulti-

mate tribute band to The Eagles, 
comes to Indian Ranch in Webster as 
part of the Mike’s Hard Lemonade Sum-
mer Concert Series. Songs from The 
Eagles’ Greatest Hits 1971-1975 album 
along with hits from Hotel California 
and several gems from Joe Walsh’s solo 
career will be featured in this live show. 
Touched by the passing of Glenn Frey, 
a co-founder of The Eagles, Pat Badger 
(an original member of the multi-
platinum rock act Extreme) set out 
to form Dark Desert Eagles in paying 
homage to The Eagles’ musicianship, 
vocal harmonies and timeless catalog. 

In doing so, “we really paid attention 
to the wardrobe, the hairstyles, the 
guitars…everything that made The 
Eagles so cool,” he says.

Also upcoming at Indian Ranch:
June 5, Trace Adkins; June 11, The 

Outlaws; June 19, The Mavericks; July 
2, Michael Franti & Spearhead; July 
8, Get The Led Out; July 9, Scott Mc-
Creery; July 17, Little River Band; July 
23, Ann Wilson of Heart; July 24, Three 
Dog Night; July 30, The Pike Hairfest; 
July 31, TESLA; August 5, “Weird” Al 
Yankovic; August 6, Collective Soul and 
Switchfoot; August 7, Lost 80s Live; 
August 12, ABBA The Concert; August 
13, Badfish; August 20, Home Free; 
September 2, Extreme.

Tickets are available at www.indi-
anranch.com, by calling 1-800-514-
3849 or at the Indian Ranch Box Office.

• Rolling Stones & CCR Tributes: 
19th Nervous Breakdown with Kelly 
and the Poor Boys: A Creedence Trib-
ute Band, will perform as part of the 
Summer Concert Series at Douglas Or-
chard and Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 
5:30-8:00 p.m. Admission is $10 cash 
per person 16-and-older, kids get in 
free, no rain date. Go to douglasorchar-
dandfarm.com for more info.

TUESDAY, JUNE 28
• A Narragansett Bay Lighthouse 

& Cruise Tour is being offered by the 
Millbury Senior Center. Cost is $110 per 
person, all-inclusive, with departure 
at 9:30 a.m. and return at 5:30 p.m. A 
full-course luncheon is included. Call 
508-865-9154 to sign up or for more 
information.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
• Tim VanEgmond will present an 

outdoor concert, featuring traditional 
and contemporary songs as well as 
tales about what draws a community 
together, the Northbridge Senior Cen-
ter, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Sign up with Amy at 
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for 
more info.

• Dan Gabel & The Abletones will 
present a summer concert at the Asa 
Waters Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Free admission.

MONDAY, JULY 4
• Celebrate the 4th on the Graf-

ton Common! Dress up in costume! 
Decorate your bicycle! Build a float! 
Dress up your dog! From North Street 
to Oak Street starting at 12:00 p.m. 
Line up at the North Grafton Elemen-
tary School. For more details contact 
grafton4thofjulyparade@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, JULY 9
• A Night of Zeppelin: A Led 

Zeppelin Tribute Band, comes to 
Douglas Orchard and Farm, 36 Locust 
St., Douglas, as part of the facility’s 
Summer Concert Series, 5:30 to 8:00 
p.m. Admission is $10 cash per person 
16-and-older, kids get in free, no rain 
date. Go to douglasorchardandfarm.
com for more info.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13
• A Blue Shades luncheon concert 

will take place at the Asa Waters Man-
sion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from noon 
to 1:00 p.m. Free admission.

THURSDAY, JULY 14
• 4Ever Fab, a Beatles tribute 

band, will perform at the Millbury Se-
nior Center, One River St., from 6:00 to 
8:00 p.m. Call 508-865-9154 for more 
info.

SATURDAY, JULY 16
• The town of Northbridge’s 250th 

anniversary festivities will kick off with 
a parade from the elementary school on 
Crescent St. at 10:00 a.m. and conclude 
with fireworks at the middle school on 
Linwood Ave. Gates will open at 6:00 
p.m. for the pyrotechnics show, which 
will be preceded by activities for the 
whole family: food trucks, music, face 
painting, potato-sack races and more.

• Douglas Orchard and Farm, 
36 Locust St., Douglas, welcomes 
Araxas—a Santana Tribute Band, for 
a show at 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-
8:00 p.m. Part of the Douglas Orchard 
and Farm’s Summer Concert Series. 
Admission is $10 per person 16-and-
older, kids get in free, no rain date. 
Visit douglasorchardandfarm.com for 
more info.

THURSDAY, JULY 21
• Icons & Legends Concert, includ-

ing a Maine Lobster Bake in York, is 
being presented by the Northbridge 
Senior Center. Cost is $110 per person. 
Sign up with Amy at the front desk. Call 
508-234-2002 for more info.

• Enjoy a Far from Eden summer 
concert at the Asa Waters Mansion, 
123 Elm St., Millbury, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, JULY 23

• Exit 17th Band, a Rock & Roll 
Band, will perform at part of Douglas 
Orchard and Farm’s Summer Concert 
Series, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-
8:00 p.m. Admission is $10 per person 
16-and-older. Kids get in free, no rain 
date.

SATURDAY, JULY 30
•  Douglas Orchard and Farm’s 

Summer Concert Series continues 
with a performance by Petty Larceny, 
a Tom Petty Tribute Band, 5:30-8:00 
p.m., 36 Locust St., Douglas. $10 cash 
per person, kids are admitted free, 

no rain date. Visit douglasorchar-
dandfarm.com. for more details.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
• The Hip Swayers will perform 

a summer concert at the Asa Waters 
Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6
• 4 Ever Fab, a Beatles Tribute Band, 

will perform as part of Douglas Orchard 
and Farm’s Summer Concert series, 36 
Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
Admission is $10 per person for those 
16-and-older. Kids get in free, no rain 
date. Go to douglasorchardandfarm.
com for more info.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9
• Judy Saves the Day, a puppet 

show, will take place at the Asa Waters 
Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from 

Internships are a strength of the operation at Southwick’s Zoo in Mendon, where Earth 
Limited’s fundraising BASH will take place on Friday, June 24.

Continued on page 12
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MAY 27 & 28

Whitinsville
665 Church St
(508) 234-4545

Uxbridge
12 Douglas St
(508) 278-5400

North Grafton
82 Worcester St
(508) 839-6526

Sharon
1050 General Edwards HWY
(781) 806-0592

A DEAL SO GOOD IT’S 
BASICALLY FREE PROPANE!

1) Get up to two 20lb propane tanks filled for $15 
each.

2) Get up to two coupons* worth $15 each.

3) Come back between June 1st and June 14th to 
spend your coupon(s) on anything you need.

Mark your calendars, our promo is only for 
Memorial Day weekend!

Questions? Comments? Call your local Koopman Lumber or visit us online at Koopmanlumber.com!

Visit us at these participating locations on May 27th 
& 28th to get this great deal! To see all our locations, 
visit us a koopmanlumber.com/locations

*In order to claim and redeem coupons you must be a member of our advantage program. Signup is quick and easy and can be done day of, so everyone can participate after signup!

BBllaacckkssttoonnee  VVaalllleeyy  BBooaatt  RReennttaallss 

                      
SSttaanndd  UUpp  BBooaarrddss  ffoorr  rreenntt  

$45 daily, $40 ½ day (up to 3 hrs) or $79 for the weekend  

KKaayyaakkss  &&  CCaannooee  RReennttaallss 
Daily, weekend, weekly or onsite rates Includes Paddle and Life jacket - A Deposit required 

PPeeddaall  BBooaattss  aanndd  RRooww  BBooaatt  RReennttaallss  
Visit us online for more information and current rates  
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STAND UP BOARDS For Rent
Daily, 1/2 day (up to 3 hrs.) 

or for the weekend.

KAYAKS & CANOE Rental
Daily, weekend, weekly or onsite 
rates. Includes: Paddle and Life 

Jacket - A Deposit Required.PEDAL BOATS and 
ROW BOAT Rentals

Visit us online for 
more information 
and current rates.

GROUP RATES
•Scouts •Families
•Birthday Parties

Blackstone Valley Boat Rentals
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$5 OFF

Any Canoe/Kayak
Full day rate w/this ad. 

Mon.-Fri. (Exp. 8/31/2022)

www.finandfeathersports.com

4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13
• Counterfeit Cash, a Johnny Cash 

Tribute Band, will perform at Doug-

las Orchard and Farm, 36 Locust St., 
Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m. Admission is 
$10 per person 16-and-older, kids get 
in free, no rain date. Go to douglasor-
chardandfarm.com for further details.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17
• Taking it to the Streets: The 

Ultimate Doobie Brothers Tribute 
Show, will be performed in Plymouth, 
New Hampshire at the Flying Mon-
key Theatre—a trip offered by the 
Northbridge Senior Center. Show and 
a buffet lunch are included at a cost of 
$110 per person. Sign up with Amy at 
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for 
more info.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
• The Northbridge Senior Center is 

offering a “Lake Winnipesaukee Cruise 
& Castle in the Clouds Estate Tour,” in-
cluding lunch at Harts Turkey Farm, for 
$151 per person. Sign up with Amy at 
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for 
more info.

The Mike’s Hard Lem-
onade Summer Concert 
Series at Indian Ranch in 
Webster features a perfor-
mance by Trace Adkins on 
Sunday, June 5.

MULCH • WOOD CHIPS • COMPOST
SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

Landscape & MasonryLandscape & Masonry
MaterialsMaterials

SUMMER SPECIALS!SUMMER SPECIALS! 2677 Broncos Highway2677 Broncos Highway
Nasonville, RINasonville, RI

((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)
401-769-4286401-769-4286

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am - 12pm

Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Compost 
Garden Fertilizers • Controls • Repellants

Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits
Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite • Flagstone
 Cobblestone • Palletized Stone • Wood Pellets
Chimney Supplies • Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products
UniLock Pavers and Walls

Homeowners 
& Contractors 

Welcome!
Delivery 
Available
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Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 

6:30am to 6pm
Fri. 9:30am-4pm

Closed for lunch 12-1pm
Sat. 8am to noon

Sun. 5pm to 6pm only

139 Upton St. (Rt. 140), Grafton, Ma 01519
Phone: 508-839-1757       Fax: 508-839-1736

Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPet.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com

Lodging ~ Daycare ~ Grooming
Training ~ Pet Supplies

• Grooming
• Daycare
• Boarding
by Kelly Hauk

www.barknbubblesmillbury.com

154 Riverlin St.
Millbury, Ma. 01527
508-865-8155

BEST OF CENTRAL MASS
Best Pet Groomer 2016 & 2017

SM 

Living with Luke

Our time, as Luke learns his way around

By Amy LeClaire

Luke Valentino has been a 
part of our family for only two 
weeks, yet it feels as though 
we’ve known him our whole 
lives. He’s comfortable in his 
new home, secure with his new 
dog family, and determined to 
learn, please and communicate 
his needs. In the process, he’s 
exposed a puppy personality 
that has won us over. He’s laid-
back yet playful, intelligent and 
intuitive, affectionate and af-
fable. He’s everything contained 
in the unscrambled letters of his 

full name: L-O-V-E. 
“I love you, Luke Valen-

tino.” I lift him from his crated 
bed each morning, pull him to 
my chest, and breathe in the 
warm scent of puppy breath. He 
yawns, licks my chin and studies 
my mouth with a wet nose. I’m 
disheveled and tired, dressed in 
frayed, March layers but the mo-
ment is immensely joyful. “Let’s 
go do pee-pee.” Our day begins. 

Together, he and I engage 

in training sessions which un-
fold naturally during playtimes 
threaded with teachable mo-
ments. Luke’s intelligent and 
calm nature makes the process 
smooth, though the job of train-
ing a puppy is bound by work. 
He is learning how to live un-
der human conditions—no easy 
task—even for a human. I don’t 
want to take the pup out of my 
puppy, but we need to be rea-
sonable.  

“Luke, please!” I am ten 
times heavier, five times taller, 
and over fifty years older. I teach 
up to six Zumba classes per 
week, yet I am unable to catch 
my ten-pound pup. He zig-zigs 
like a fly throughout the yard, a 
piece of mulch resting danger-
ously in his mouth. 

We compete in another game 
of Keep Away, one in which 

Luke plays the Star and I as-
sume the less glamorous role of 
Crazy Dog Person. My bashful 
lamb of a pup has put on a dev-
il’s costume. Worse, it’s twenty-
five degrees out. My muscles 
are stiff and tight, my shoelaces 
untied. Luke has worn me to the 
bone. I finally reach him and pry 
open his tiny mouth, visions of 
surgical risk sailing through my 
head. Where is the mulch? Did 
it drop out on its own? I set him 

down. He dashes off then sits fif-
teen feet away and stares at me, 
a casual tobacco chewer.  “You 
didn’t.” Oh, but he did. Clever 
Luke hid the piece of mulch be-
neath his tongue. 

My pup has a mind of his 
own, but it’s a smart one. I’ve 
learned to capitalize on his intel-
ligence and willingness to learn. 
He’s the first puppy I’ve had to 
not only learn the commands 
sit, stay, and come at only eight 
weeks but, also, apply them to 
spontaneous (real life) situa-
tions. 

“Luke, come!” I’ll never for-
get the first time he spun around 
to come back to me after dash-
ing towards a dog walker. Hard 
work had led to the reward of 
knowing that my puppy will be 
safe while allowed off-the-leash 
time. I’m a believer in letting a 
dog be a dog. A dog ought to 
run freely, sniff, explore, dig, 
and roll in the grass. Luke comes 
back, sits at my feet, and looks 
up at me. His teddy bear face 
betrays a chimpanzee mind. I re-
ward him with a kibble (from his 
own diet), a blueberry, or piece 
of apple. “What a good boy you 
are! That was really hard!” I 
gush and praise my puppy. I’m 
a proud parent who’s not above 
driving with a bumper sticker 
that reads, My Puppy Comes 
When Called.

The consistency required to 
train a puppy (on top of hours 
wedged between my own work, 
household and social life) has 
become a full-time job but I do 
believe that anything worth do-
ing is worth doing well. 

Luke seems to feel the same 
way. He’s already shown protec-
tiveness to our family; barking at 
the big dogs who stop by to visit. 
His innate ability to do so, cou-
pled with a lion’s will to set the 
dogs straight, are a sight to see. 
His bark, though mighty, is still 
unmistakably that of a puppy’s. 
Luke Valentino, in action, has no 
idea how cute he is. He crinkles 
his snout and growls, the toughie 
of a motorcycle gang wearing a 
royal blue harness as a vest. He 

stiffens and lets the big dog see 
him roar.  He’s just doing his 
job, scaring off the baddies to 
protect his turf. He’s been in his 
home for only a few weeks, yet 
he’s compelled to protect it. He 
makes me smile over and over 
again. After losing Lincoln, it 
was hard to imagine that I could 
love another puppy this much, 
and so uniquely. There was only 
one Lincoln. There will only be 
one Lincoln. Yet this little guy 
has stolen my heart.

“We are a good team.” I cradle 
him like a baby and he chews on 
my sweatshirt tassel. His eyes 

are as black as marbles, his nose 
moist. He reminds me of inno-
cence and goodness, and how 

simple happiness can be. I want to 
stop time and freeze the moment 
but my puppy is on the move.

I rest on the assurance that 
time (in lieu of rest) is on our 
hands now. There will be time 
to watch Luke take one more 
dramatic, flying leap off of the 
second-to-last deck stair and 
time to watch him zoom around 
the house at record speed. There 
will be time to zip through shop-
ping aisles like burglars on the 
run and time to sit out on the 
deck and watch the birds, just as 
Lincoln and I used to do. There 
will be time because this is our 
time. 

  Stay tuned for more on Liv-
ing with Luke as Luke Valentino 
adapts to his new home! Write 
to me at amyleclaire@hotmail.
com 

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding
Luxury Suites Available

Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM
Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

Q.	 I have a leased 2019 Mazda CX-9, which is a great car 
except back in February my display screen cracked internally in the up-
per right corner. Then in April, my car sat for the day, then on Saturday 
morning when I started it the lower left side cracked from the inside. 
There are no scratches on the outside of the screen or markings, I am the 
only driver of the car. Do you know what is happening? 

A. In previous models, there was a defect in the display, in fact 
Mazda issued a technical bulletin concerning the spider cracking issue. 
The factory warranty is 36,000 miles or three years, If the car has more 
than 36,000 miles on it, I would contact the dealer and have them con-
tact Mazda and reference the technical service bulletin.
 

Q.	 I have a 2015 Dodge Journey with 33,000 miles. I ran great 
for over five years. I did replace the starter and at the same time replaced 
the battery. Now it starts every morning without fail and when I leave 
work it also starts without fail. However if I drive the car five minutes and 
then wait twenty minutes it will not start. When this happens there is no 
sound, then if I wait about 40 minutes it will start every time. If I leave 
it in the driveway and start and restart 10 times without moving the gear 
shift it will start every time. If I start it and put it in gear and back to park 
it will also not start. I swapped the starter relay, and some say it is the 
ground cable, but I think it is something with the anti-theft system. No 
one seems to know what the problem is, any thoughts? 

A.	 There are a couple of possibilities. From your initial descrip-
tion it sounds like a faulty transmission range sensor (neutral switch). 
Unfortunately, Chrysler did not make this easy to replace, it is about 
four hours labor and about $80 for the switch. The second possibility 
and one that I suffered with was with a replacement starter. It was also 
an intermittent no start, but I was thinking how could it be the starter, it 
was only 11 months old. In fact, it was a faulty starter. Since the issue is 
consistent, it would be easy enough to check the starter using something 
as simple as a test light. 

Q.	 My husband owned a 1959 Chevrolet Corvette for approxi-
mately 40 years. I believe he was only the second or third owner. It is 
white, red leather interior, 4 speed, black soft top roof, with a white hard-
shell top. When he bought it, it was stripped down to the fiberglass and 
showed no damage. The car is in excellent shape and runs perfectly. 

Unfortunately, I must sell the car. I cannot drive it and my children do 
not want it. I have been offered $50,000 but that was the first person to 
see it and his first offer. I know how difficult it is to determine what is a 
fair amount for the seller to receive but am I being taken advantage of? 
What could or should I ask so as not to “give away” my late husband’s 
dream car?

A. The first generation C1 Corvette is an extremely popular ve-
hicle. Some buyers keep them all original, and some people modify them 
(resto-mod). The resto-mod vehicle can sell for $200,000 or more. The 
stock vehicles with documentation can sell for $80,000-$120,000 de-
pending on condition. Considering the value of the car, having an ap-
praisal of the vehicle would be money well spent. This way you will have 
a better idea of the actual value and spending the money on the appraisal 
could keep you from making a $40,000 mistake. 

Q. I am about to buy two of the Battery Tender Juniors that you 
recommended.  When I emailed this company, they said to buy the larger 
unit. I am right that is incorrect since the larger units charge and the 
Junior maintains. Would this be accurate?

A. Actually, both will charge a battery, the Battery Tender Junior 
would just do it much slower. I have used the Battery Tender Junior for 
the past two years on cars that sat idle for six months and the engine 
always start because the battery is fully charged. 

John Paul is AAA’s Northeast’s Car 
Doctor. He has over 40 years’ experi-
ence in the automotive business and is 
an ASE-certified master technician. He 
will answer readers’ questions each week. 
You can find the Car Doctor podcast at 
www.johnfpaul.podbean.com or on other 
popular podcast sites. Email your car 
questions to jpaul@aaanortheast.com. 
Follow John on Twitter @johnfpaul and 
friend him on Facebook mrjohnfpaul.

PROFESSIONAL CAR CLEANING
MOTORCYCLES & BOATS
vic Catacchio
Owner 
Est. 1983

218 Worcester St.
N. Grafton, MA 01536

774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

catacchio
AUTO

DETAIL

FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA•508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www.kearnscollision.com

KKearnearnSS
K

COLLISION
Repair

Complete Auto 
GlAss speCiAlists
• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

moBile Auto GlAss speCiAlist
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 
     
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

 motor home, windows & sunroofs

Ranger Walkabouts return 
in the Corridor

Ranger Walkabouts are back, 
as part of a flurry of upcoming 
activities for people of all ages in 
the Blackstone River Valley Na-
tional Heritage Corridor. Corri-
dor rangers will lead these walk-
abouts on Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. in June, July and August.

Go to nps.gov/blrv/planyour-
visit/guidedtours.htm for more 
information.

In other Corridor news, Inde-
pendent Sector has announced 
new hourly values for volunteer 
service. The Massachusetts rate 
is now $36.38 and the Rhode 
Island rate is $29.17. These are 
important for the impact they 
have in Corridor communities 
but also because the dollar val-
ues count as in-kind contributions 
and can go toward grant matches 
and more.

Contact Molly Cardoza, 
director of volunteer engage-
ment and community outreach, 
at mcardoza@blackstone-
heritagecorridor.org if you are 
interested in signing up.

Register now for Blackstone 
Valley Day at Polar Park on June 
14. Go to https://blackstone-
valley.org/event/blackstone-
valley-day-at-polar-park/

A Pollinator Garden Bike 
Tour will be held on Wednes-
day, June 22nd from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m. For more details go to 
https://bit.ly/PollinatorRide22

The Blackstone Valley Paddle 
Club starts its 22nd season on 
Tuesdays, through August 30.

Accessible cycling for veter-
ans and their loved ones is now 
available. To find out more, go to 
info@alloutadventures.org or 
call 413-584-2052.

Pictured above is the first class of Whitinsville Christian 
School’s First Aid certified graduates, Kathy Parlante and 
Bill McGinnis (Bikeway ambassadors), John Marsland 
(Blackstone River Watershed Council and Friends of the 
Blackstone), Al Menard (North Smithfield Heritage Associ-
ation) and Mark Dennen (Bikeway ambassador, certified in 
CPR and First Aid training). The class also included Molly 
Cardoza.

Below, volunteer Linda Primel (orange vest) represents 
volunteers at the Accessible Cycling for Veterans at the 
Blackstone River Greenway.
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Tales from beyond

Creatures of The Bridgewater 
Triangle - Part 1
By Thomas D’Agostino
www.tomdagostino.com

One of the most famous, if 
not the most famous areas along 
US Route 44 lies in what is 
known as the Bridgewater Tri-
angle. Residents of Southeastern 
Massachusetts have long been 
plagued by strange phenomena 
that has mystified scientists, ar-
chaeologists, cryptozoologists, 
historians and researchers of 
the paranormal. The triangle 
is a parcel of land two hundred 
square miles in size that appar-
ently harbors mythical creatures, 
ghostly lights, phantoms, and 
even UFOs.

The triangle first got its name 
in the 1970s when researcher 
Loren Coleman carried out 
paranormal investigations in the 
area. Following his extensive re-
search and studies, he mapped 
out a triangle where the strange 
phenomena seemed to be in-
tensely active. Christopher Balz-
ano, paranormal investigator and 
author, compiled an astounding 
amount of data on the area. This 
data he used to write several 
books including, “Ghosts of the 
Bridgewater Triangle.”

The corners of the triangle are 
defined by the towns of Abing-
ton, Freetown, and Rehoboth. 
Within the triangle are the towns 
of Taunton, Brockton, Rayn-
ham, Bridgewater, Marshfield, 
Norton, Easton, North Middle-
boro, Segragonset, Dighton, 
North Dighton, Berkeley, and 
Myricks. Within the triangle lies 
the Hockomock Swamp, where 
much of the activity is focused. 
Accounts of strange creatures 
abound in the triangle. Here are 
some that have stunned research-
ers and scientists alike. 

In 1988 two boys followed a 
pair of giant three-toed footprints 
into the swamp. To their hor-
ror they came upon a massive 
bird-like creature that neither 
had ever witnessed the likes of 
in their life. The winged mon-
ster caught a glimpse of the two 
boys and took off straight into 
the air. The frightened youths 
ran for their lives, later ranting 
their story to police and neigh-
bors. It was concluded that the 
two youths witnessed a great blue 
heron, a very large bird native to 
the New England area. The chil-
dren swore the creature they saw 
was much larger than any heron, 
being more the size of a tall man 
with half human features. The 
story was almost laughable until 
someone remembered another 
similar sighting. This one was 
by a well-respected and notable 
Norton police sergeant named 
Thomas Downy. 

In 1971, as Sergeant Downy 
was driving home along Winter 
Street in Marshfield, he came 
upon a giant creature standing at 
the edge of the swamp. Accord-

ing to the officer, it resembled a 
bird, but stood over six feet tall. 
The creature moved toward the 
car, then flew straight up away 
from the vehicle. It had a wing-
span of about eight to twelve feet 
in length. When other officers 
arrived at the scene, a few large 
three-toed footprints were all that 
was found as evidence of such 
a creature.  Oddly enough, the 
sighting was at a place called 
Bird Hill where the indigenous 
people spoke frequently of a 
legendary Thunderbird. Their 
ancestors claimed the great bird 
lived in the swamp and to this 
day, apparently still does.

Thunderbirds are not solely 
responsible for the cryptid 
sightings within Bridgewater 
Triangle. A more famous and 
often talked about “monster” is 
reported to roam the area. It is 
the creature affectionately known 
as Bigfoot, Yeti or Sasquatch. In 
1970, residents reported seeing 
a hairy seven-foot monster run-
ning through their yards, some-
times on all four legs. Local and 
state police conducted a lengthy 
manhunt for a giant bear, yet no 
such animal was ever spotted or 
captured.

On April 8, 1970, two of-
ficers were parked in a police 
cruiser near the swamp. Sudden-
ly, the rear end of the car lifted 
into the air and then dropped 
with a loud bang. The officers 
quickly spun the car around and 
trained their spotlight on some-
thing hairy resembling a bear as 
it ran on two legs behind a house. 
A thorough search of the area 
commenced, but no bear, or any 
other creature, was ever found.

A hunter once shot at a large 
animal in the woods that ran off 
and gave a half human, half ani-
mal cry. Later he found brown 
hair and blood on some leaves 
along the path the creature fled 
down. A woman in West Bridge-
water heard a noise one night 
in her yard. She looked out her 
window and saw a large bipedal 

creature eating a pumpkin in her 
garden. The hairy animal looked 
at her through the window with 
reddish-orange eyes then with a 
grunt, took off with the pumpkin 
into the woods.

A triangle resident, Joseph 
M. De Andrade, spent decades 
collecting reports of the creature. 
The average lifespan of a wild 
bear is about five to seven years. 
Fifteen years would be extremely 
unlikely and thirty years in the 
wild is impossible. So what is it 
out there roaming along the out-
skirts of the human population? 

  

We are here to help!
www.hearjoyaudiology.com for online booking

HEAR JOY IS AN INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Dr. Rancourt has over 30 years 
of experience as an audiologist, 

serving newborns to elders.

May is Better Hearing and Speech May is Better Hearing and Speech 
Month. Enjoy the Sounds of Spring!Month. Enjoy the Sounds of Spring!

Have you been putting off taking Have you been putting off taking 
care of your hearing, tinnitus care of your hearing, tinnitus 

or hearing aids? or hearing aids? 
Make this summer a fresh start.Make this summer a fresh start.

Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program
serving your community

Family Owned and Operated

•Reliable Partner Assisting Families
•Offering Skilled Nursing •Personal Care
•Case Management •Recreation •Homey, Fun & Secure
•Nutrition and Transportation Services
•We Follow CDC/MA COVID-19 Guidelines

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s 
dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; 
I was in desperate need of help and found 
it with the folks at Accord.”   

 --Marcia T
10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570

508-949-3598
www.accorddaycenter.com
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RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

The dream of homeownership is worth the wait
By Mark Marzeotti

If you’re in the market to buy 
a home this season, stick with 
it. Homebuyers face challenges 
in any market, and today’s is 
no exception. But if you perse-
vere, your decision to purchase 
a home will be worth the effort 
in the end. In fact, a recent sur-
vey among new homeowners re-
vealed that nearly three in four 

say they would still buy their 
current home if they had it to 
do all over again.

That means the results of 
owning a home and the benefits 
that come with it outweigh the 
effort needed to achieve their 
goal. If you’re a homebuyer, let 
that give you the confidence to 
know the work you’re putting 
in today will pay off for years 
to come.

Here are a few reasons to 
stick with your search and focus 
on the outcome.

• Homeownership contrib-
utes significantly to your finan-
cial well-being. The National 
Association of Realtors (NAR) 
lists several motivations to con-
sider if you’re thinking about 
buying a home. One of the top 
financial reasons is the equity 
you build. Money paid for rent 
is money that you’ll never see 
again, but mortgage payments 
let you build equity. Building 
equity in your home is a ready-
made savings plan. Your equity 
is a powerful tool you can lever-
age in a number of ways. And 
with recent home price appre-
ciation, homeowners are seeing 
record levels of equity today. 
That may be one reason why 
so many people view owning a 
home as a great investment and 
a top indicator of financial well-
being. In fact, the same recent 
survey mentioned above reveals 
that Americans place a higher 

value on homeownership than 
on any other indicator of eco-
nomic stability.

“Owning a home ranks 
above other major accomplish-
ments, like retirement, having 
a successful career, and getting 
a college degree.” That shows 
just how impactful the financial 
benefits of homeownership truly 
are.

• The emotional benefits of 
owning a home are powerful 

too. Of course, homeownership 
is more than an investment. In 
a buyers’ list of top reasons to 
buy a home, some non-finan-
cial aspects of homeownership 
emerge. Among these is the 
opportunity to customize your 
home to reflect your personality 
and needs. The home is yours. 
You can decorate any way you 
want and choose the types of 
upgrades and new amenities 
that appeal to your lifestyle.

• Another benefit homeown-
ers enjoy is the stability it pro-
vides. Homeowners typically 
stay put longer than renters. 
When you remain in one place 
longer than a few years, you 
can grow closer to your commu-
nity. And that can enhance your 
sense of pride and lead to better 
relationships.

What does that mean for 
you? The benefits of homeown-
ership are powerful, from build-
ing personal wealth to fostering 
communities.

Even if you face challenges 
in today’s market, the payoff 
when you succeed and purchase 
a home will be worth it.

If you’re planning to buy a 
home this year, there are incred-
ible benefits waiting for you at 
the end of your journey. Speak 
with a team member at Marzeo-
tti Group or a trusted real estate 
advisor today about everything 
homeownership has to offer.

55+

™

99 Hartford Ave. South  |  Upton, MA 01568  | (508) 938-6700

*©2022 Pulte Homes Illustrations and dimensions are approximate. Features, options, amenities, floor plans, design, 
materials are subject to change without prior notice. Community Association fees and additional fees me be required. 
At least one resident must be 55 or better, see community documents for any additional conditions that may apply. 

Open Daily 10am – 5pm, Wednesdays 1pm – 5pm
Virtual Appointments Also Available

Upton Ridge
 UPTON

New homesites just released! Upton Ridge is a picturesque 

55+ community with beautiful hillside views and easy access 

to major routes. Endless opportunities to stay active and have 

fun exist, whether it be walking to the 18-hole golf course just 

steps away or hosting a barbecue for your family and friends on 

your spacious deck. Choose from 4 luxurious townhome designs 

complete with your own designer touches and enjoy quality in 

every square foot. Find your dream home and start living.

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com

Mark Marzeotti
Realtor

Mark
Marzeotti 
Realtor

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.com or .net

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508.769.9211

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and 
models of Garage Doors and 

Electric Openers
Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment
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SATURDAY ,  JUNE  18TH-  10-2

CHURCH  STREET ,  WHITINSVILLE  MA

Eat       .         Shop     .          Play
Brozzian LLC

Mr. Ice Guys Treats

Northbridge Fire Dept

The Green Plate

Twins Nutrition

Zen Bear Foods

 

 

FURiends Gourmet Pet Treats

Harbro Auto

Holm Sweet Holm Co.

Katalina's Boutique

Koopman Lumber & Hardware

Little Man 

LulaRoe

Lulu's Jewelry & Gifts

The Flower Shop

Unibank

Woodshop at The 933

Balloon Twister

Driven Elite

Face Painting

Family Karate Center

Massachusetts State Police Museum 

& Learning Center

Massachusetts Army National Guard

Music Man Dj'ing

Northbridge NJHS and Student Council

The Crafty Nest DIY

Whitin Community Center
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Sponsored By...

Quality construction since 1975
• Custom Homes   • Additions   • Garages

Fully Insured & Licensed #008182

Website: Heneyconstruction.com
Email: djh@heneyconstruction.com
Mobile: 508-922-9253   Office: 508-476-7900 X12 

D’s
Landscaping & guttersLandscaping & gutters

774.601.3565774.601.3565
caLL Or teXtcaLL Or teXt

Aluminum Gutter Guards • Mulch  Aluminum Gutter Guards • Mulch  
Lawn Maintenance • Gutter Cleaning Lawn Maintenance • Gutter Cleaning 
 Spring/Fall Cleanups • Fully Insured Spring/Fall Cleanups • Fully Insured

Blackstone River Valley 
brims with wildlife

One of the country’s newest 
national parks, the Blackstone 
River Valley never ceases to sur-
prise; witness this image of two 
Great Horned Owls in Black-
stone captured by Paul S. Rob-
inson Photography.

In other news from the Black-
stone River Valley National 
Heritage Corridor, the recipients 
of the John H. Chaffee Heri-
tage Award for 2021 have been 
named, and are as follows:

Congressman James P. Mc-
Govern-MA.

U.S. Sen. Jack Reed-RI
Ross Weaver, Sutton, MA
John Marsland, Cumberland, 

RI
Student Award: Painting 

& Design Technology students 
at Blackstone Valley Regional 
Technical High School (seven-
teen sophomores).

Corridor officials note too that 
many historic cemeteries through 
the region have fallen into dis-
repair and experienced neglect. 
Fortunately, volunteers who have 
the skill and desire to preserve 
and protect them are doing their 
part.

May is National Preservation 
Month.

For information on how you 
can help, contact Molly Car-
doza, director of volunteer and 
community engagement for the 
Corridor, at mcardoza@Black-
stoneHeritageCorridor.org.

Millbury Federal Credit Union (MCU) recently announced the 
election of E. Bernard Plante as chairman of the Board of Directors

MCU President/CEO 
Joseph F. Barbato also an-
nounced a number of promo-
tions and appointments, and 
welcomed all of the individuals 
to the team in their new capaci-
ties.

Mr. Plante has served MCU 
as a voluntary member of the 
Board of Directors for eighteen 
years. He replaces Robert L. 
LeClaire as Board president. 
Mr. LeClaire held that role for 
sixty-one years.

Mr. Plante is a resident of 
Millbury and well-known in 
town for his many contribu-
tions. He was a member of the 
Millbury Board of Selectmen 
for twenty-four years, including 
sixteen as chair. His other cred-
its include having served with 
the Millbury Cemetery Com-
mission, as town auditor, and 
as chair of the Shaw School 
Building Committee. He is a 
charter member of the Millbury 
Lions Club.

A graduate of the New Eng-
land School of Accounting and 
the Williams College School of 
Banking, he is a veteran bank-
ing official who has worked 
with MCU, Bank of Boston 
and Shawmut National.

Alise Breton of Dudley has 
been promoted to VP and Re-
tail Director at MCU. She has 
fourteen years of banking expe-
rience, including twelve with 
MCU. She will oversee the 
four outlying MCU branches 

and continue as social media 
manager. She is a graduate of 
Worcester State University.

Keiran P. Holahan of 
Northbridge has been pro-
moted to senior VP and chief 
executive officer. Mr. Holahan 
joined MCU in 2021 as chief 
financial officer. A magna cum 
laude graduate of Providence 
College with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Accounting, he 
has thirty years of credit union 
and banking experience.

Robert Leonardi of Douglas 
has been appointed vice presi-
dent and controller by MCU. 
Mr. Leonardi has more than 
twenty years’ experience in the 
accounting and financial servic-
es industry. He graduated cum 
laude from Nassau Community 
College.

Thomas Clancy has been 
appointed vice president and 
IT manager at MCU. A 
UMass Amherst graduate, 
he has extensive experience 

in banking operations and IT 
management.

  Millbury Federal Credit 
Union began with twenty mem-
bers and total assets of $100 in 
1934. Today, MCU has assets 
in excess of $460 million with 
offices in Millbury, Auburn, 
Worcester and South Grafton.
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Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd.
S. Grafton, MA

Resource directory                                               ads@TheYankeeXpress.com

13 Cook Street
E. Douglas, MA
508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, 
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER, 
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

home

automotive

508-278-9924508-278-9924
& Truck Trailer Repair

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

508-278-9924

& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair& Truck Trailer Repair

A.P. Mandella LandscapingA.P. Mandella Landscaping
STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING

Chip RemovalChip Removal
LOAM & SEEDLOAM & SEED

Small Backhoe servicesSmall Backhoe services

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640
Auburn, MA

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT 
COMPANY, INC.COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding
Replacement Windows

Roofing • Seamless Gutters
30 Auburn Street

Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981

Fax (508) 832-0464

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.
Retractable & Stationary Awnings

Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
• Manufacture & Repair All Canvas ProductsPool Cover Repairs

Over 34 years of service in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Septic Tank Pumping • Septic Systems Maintenance and Repairs
Sewer & Water Service • Grease Trap Pumping • Excavation Service

MILLBURY
774.276.6970

BLACKSTONESEPTICSERVICE.COM

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
(intention), Amen.
   If you pray three times a day, three consecutive 
days, you will receive your intention, no matter 

how impossible it may seem.    Praise and Thanksgiving please 
the Heart of God.              Believer
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QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Daniels Farmstead issues 
call for volunteers

Historic Daniels Farmstead, 
286 Mendon St. in Blackstone, 
is preparing for an exciting 2022 
season with a number of special 
events planned for the enjoyment 
of its patrons.

The Farmstead begins its new 
summer and fall season on the 
first Sunday in July. The Farm-
stead will be open into October, 
Belinda Mazur announced.

Among the attractions visitors 
to the Farmstead can look for-
ward to this year are “Fourth at 
the Farm,” “Classic Movie Night 
Series,” “Antique Tractor, Truck 
and Car Show,” and “A Polish 

Picnic at the Farm.”
Daniels Farmstead is appre-

ciative of the support it gets from 
the community. There is a need 
for volunteers, members, spon-
sors, community representative 
and donors. Please think about 
helping out in the garden, sell-
ing Daniels Farmstead produce, 
working in Doris’s kitchen on 
Sundays or assisting with events.

Volunteers become part of the 
Daniels Farmstead family, Ms. 
Mazur said.

For further details go to info@
danielsfarmstead.org.

Brass players sought for Mechanics Hall concert
Northbridge Brass Endeav-

ors is enlisting professional brass 
players to perform in an “After-
noon of Brass” at Mechanics 
Hall, 321 Main St. in Worcester 
at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 5.

  An Open Rehearsal for the 
show will be held with the Pitzen 

Brass Resurrection at the Vil-
lage Congregational Church, 5 
Church St. in Whitinsville, from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 4.

  The concert at Mechanics 
Hall will feature:
• An uplifting video tribute to 

local firefighters set to the music 
of John Williams.
• “Resurrection Symphony Fi-

nale” Gustav Mahler, arranged 
by Stephen Bulla.
• Brian McCreath, emcee.
• Leonardo Ciampa, organist.
• Bay Colony Brass (BCB), 

Lawrence Issacson.
• New World Chorale 

(NWC), Holly Krafka.
• Pitzen Brass Resurrection 

(PBR), Mitchell Arnold.
• Free face painting, beginning 

one hour before the concert in the 
lobby.

• Firefighters and their guests 
receive a 50% discount on tick-
ets. With their admission all fire-
fighters go into a lottery with a 
chance to win $1000-plus.

General Admission tickets are 
$10 to $20 and are on sale now 
(both live stream and in-person). 
Go to https://ABMH.event-
brite.com/ or https://ORPBR.
eventbrite.com/.

“The Mahler Finale alone is 
worth the price of admission,” 
said Patrick Smith, executive pro-
ducer of Afternoon of Brass and 
publisher of the Mahler arrange-
ment. “I attended the premiere in 
Chicago with Steve Bulla. It was 
a critically acclaimed success but 
it lacked the original chorus.”

The Afternoon of Brass com-
bines the forces of Bay Colony 
Brass, the New World Chorale 
and Leonardo Ciampa. Led by 
Maestro Lawrence Issacson, it 
showcases just eleven minutes of 
a length (eighty-minute) work.

“This should be a spectacular 
and emotionally moving con-
cert,” Mr. Smith said.

The Afternoon of Brass is 
supported in part by grants from 
eight local cultural councils—
Auburn, Burlington, Charlton, 
Grafton, Hopedale, Sterling, 
Uxbridge and West Boylston—
and with separate state-level 
grants from the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.
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FARRAR AUTO BODY, INC.

SCRAP METALSCRAP METAL
FREEFREE
DROP-OFF!DROP-OFF!

ACCEPTING ALL METALS!

Washing Machines • Dryers
Water Heaters • Dishwashers

• Air Conditioners •
Cars & car parts - NO tires

Phone Equipment •Much More!

NO CHARGE NO CHARGE 
FOR DROP-OFF!FOR DROP-OFF!

204 Main Street • Oxford, MA
508-987-0022

BLACKSTONE VALLEY DAY
June 14, 2022 | First pitch at 6:45PM

Polar Park | 100 Madison Street, Worcester MA

Join the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce and
the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor

for "Blackstone Valley Day" at Polar Park! 
 

Enjoy some delicious food, a good game and a
ceremonial first pitch by Devon Kurtz, Executive Director

of the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage
Corridor, while celebrating our wonderful Valley and the

tercentennial birthday of Worcester, MA. 

Pricing: $25*
 

*$10 loaded value included

Register at www.blackstonevalley.org/events/
Contact Liz O'Neil at loneil@blackstonevalley.org for more information.
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V.S.

Join the Blackstone Valley Chamber 
of Commerce andthe Blackstone River 
Valley National Heritage Corridor for 
“Blackstone Valley Day” at Polar Park!
Enjoy some delicious food, a good 

game and a ceremonial first pitch by 
Devon Kurtz, Executive Director of the 

Blackstone River Valley National 
Heritage Corridor, while celebrating 

our wonderful Valley and 
the tercentennial birthday 

of Worcester, MA.



20  The Blackstone Valley Xpress • www.blackstonevalleyxpress.com • May 27, 2022

Heated Indoor Self-Serve Bays
 Pet Wash Stations
Interior Cleaning Services

for Free Monthly Washes & Discounts
Join our                                                club 

85 Worcester St
North Grafton, MA
508-839-5250

Automatic Tunnel Wash
Saber Touchless Wash

10 Self-Serve Vacuums
         OPEN 24 hours a day

www.fitzyscarwashes.com
Gift Cards & Wash Packages Available Online

Over 35 Years in Business • I-Car Gold  Certified
On All Insurance Company Lists

Every Vehicle Must Pass a 25 Point Safety Inspection

Quality Workmanship

188 Worcester St., (Rte. 122) Grafton, MA
508-839-9508 restrictions applyRS 974

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!

Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 


