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Chamber’s Hebert receives
‘Manufacturing Champion’

award

Directors of the Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce undoubtedly
knew soon after hiring Jeannie He-
bert as president and CEO fourteen
years ago that they had made the right
choice.

This has become ever more appar-
ent since 2008, as Ms. Hebert lifted
the Whitinsville-based organization to
new heights.

Drawing on an already established
familiarity with the Worcester-area
business scene and the solid rapport
she had forged with state and federal
legislators, Ms. Hebert set to work
raising the Chamber’s profile and
influence. She put economic develop-
ment at the top of her agenda, and
set about reaching out to the partners
across the region and the Common-
wealth who would help her achieve the
Chamber’s objectives.

In recognition of all that she has
achieved, Ms. Hebert was honored
as the Worcester Business Journal’s
“Manufacturing Champion” award
winner during a ceremony held in the
Hogan Campus Center at the College
of the Holy Cross on May 10th.

She was in good company in that re-
gard. Also celebrated at the event were
such high-octane companies as Solvus
Global (Rising Star Manufacturer),
Burkart-Phelan Inc. (Top Product
Design & Innovation), Ascend Ele-

Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce President & CEO Jeannie He-
bert speaks to a crowd of business leaders after receiving the “Manu-
facturing Champion” award at the Worcester Business Journal’s 2022
Manufacturing Summit ceremony.

of the Year).
In her keynote address to an au-
dience that included local titans of

ments Inc. (Green Manufacturing),
Bristol Myers Squib (Workforce De-
velopment & Productivity), Waters
Corp. (Collaboration in Manufactur-
ing) and Catania Oils (Manufacturer

commerce from a variety of fields,
Continued on page 2
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Good ‘Friends’ vital
to success of Simon

Fairfield Public Library

By Rod Lee

The cordiality  with
which Ellie Chesebrough
greeted those persons who
turned out for a Memo-
rial Day weekend book
and plant sale at the Simon
Fairfield Public Library in
Douglas on the morning
of May 28th stood in stark
contrast to the overcast that
prevailed; and the intermit-
tent sprinkles of rain that
threatened to dampen the
event.

“The proceeds are to
help make the library hand-
icapped-accessible.”  Ms.
Chesebrough said, as she
watched patrons pour over
titles (arranged on tables
and on the grounds behind
the building) by such well-
known authors as Patricia
Cornwell, Mary Higgins
Clark, John Grisham, Ken
Follett, Danielle Steel, San-
dra Brown, Robert B. Parker, James
Patterson, Nora Roberts, Sidney Shel-
don, Tom Wolfe and Mary Karr.

The struggle to maintain and im-
prove a structure that dates to 1903
demands much of the attention of the
Friends of the Library, a group that
takes on this task several times a year.
Ms. Chesebrough 1s a trustee of the
Friends and a woman who warms to the

Charlie Bourath of Uxbridge looks over some
of the books and other media available for
purchase at the Friends of the Library book
sale in Douglas.

opportunity to discuss their endeavors
on the institution’s behalf.

Library Director Justin Snook, who
had issued a public appeal for monies to
augment the more than $130,000 that
has already been raised for the library’s
building fund, was not able to be pres-
ent on this occasion. In the days before

Continued on page 4
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HEBERT

Continued from page 1

Christine Nolan compared the
ramp-up of U.S. production
following the attack on Pearl
Harbor in 1941 to a similar
resurgence that took place in
response to the onset of the
Covid-19 virus in 2020. Ms.
Nolan, who 1s director of the
Massachusetts Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing with
the Massachusetts Technol-
ogy Collaborative, noted that
when the coronavirus struck, an
emergency response team mo-
bilized by Gov. Charlie Baker
immediately began manufac-
turing “hospital gowns, masks,
face shields and ventilators”—a
plethora of “PPE” materials.

Ms. Hebert played an active
role in this process.

The initiative that sprang
from the ensuing pandemic
has not slowed, but rather ac-
celerated, Ms. Nolan told her
audience. Soon, she said, the
state will be launching “a new

brand, ‘MassMakes, ”which

/

89 Southbridge St.

Auburn, MA
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Ms. Hebert serves as moderator of a panel discussion on manufacturing at the Hogan
Campus Center at the College of the Holy Cross on May 10.

she described as new technol-
ogy to help for- and nonprofit
companies continue to do their

important work “effectively.”

Ms. Hebert and the Black-
stone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce fit nicely as part of this
scenario.
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Through Ms. Heberts’s
guidance, the WB] pointed
out in a pamphlet distributed
at its “Summit,” the Black-
stone Valley Chamber created
a non-profit agency called the
Central Massachusetts Center
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d

for Business and Enterprise
(CMCBE) that connects busi-
nesses to organizations, state
agencies and directors. The
CMCBE also provides free
business counseling, financial
analysis and legal assistance to
the small business community.

The WB]J further observed
that Ms. Hebert “has been in-
strumental in securing over $1
million in grants to build the
Blackstone Valley Education
Hub.” A workforce training
school located in the Cham-
ber’s Linwood Mill building,
the Ed Hub “offers classes fo-
cused on advanced manufactur-
ing. These certificate courses in
OSHA, MACWIC, NIMS,
CAD, Welding, Robotics,
Electronics, Shop Math, Blue-
print Reading and more are
offered to students of all ages
throughout Central Massachu-
setts to help close the work-
skills gap.”

Ms. Hebert’s part in the
proceedings at the
Campus Center was not limited
to the award she received. She

Hogan

also moderated a panel discus-
sion featuring Joseph Basile of
Catania Oils, Eric Gratz of
Ascend Elements, Odile Smith
of Bristol Myers Squibb and

Dan Welch of Waters Corp.

In acknowledging receipt of
the Manufacturing Champion
award, Ms. Hebert thanked
“Melissa Kane, an amazing
grant writer,” other key mem-
bers of her organization, and
“the many collaborators and
partners and students” who
have made the Ed Hub pos-
sible. The students, she said,
“came to us with no confidence
and they couldn’t get into the
voke system.”

Dubbed “the queen of col-
laboration,” Ms. Hebert used
the WBJ Summit to announce
additional strides the Black-
stone Valley Chamber will be
taking in the near future.

“We will be building an
electronics and robotics lab,”
she said.

Reflecting on the success
of her efforts to put education
and workforce development at
the forefront, Ms. Hebert said
“one naysayer said to me ‘this is
not going to happen.” But I'm a
dreamer; and, looking out at all
of you, I see that you are too.”

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com  or
774-232-2999.
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Account Matters, Inc.

\_/REHAB BILLING DONE

RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

PHYSICAL THERAPY
MEDICAL BILLING
& COLLECTION
SPECIALIST

Account Matters, Inc. is a full-service Physical Therapy Medical Billing Service
Company in Bellingham, MA. We are currently seeking a FT/40 HR/WK
PT Billing & Collection Specialist. HS Diploma required.
Experience preferred but will train the right candidate.
Benefits include: Health/Dental Ins, Flexible Schedule, PTO,
Holidays, Gym Membership, Rewards Program.
$16-$22/hr depending on experience.
This is not a remote position.
To learn more about this position or to apply, please visit
accountmattersma.com. We value diversity and welcome
candidates from all backgrounds to apply.
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Small-town

Ignore the warnings pre-
sented as advertisements in the
newspaper and on television at
your own peril. This was the
message conveyed the weekend
before Memorial Day, as seven
yards of red cedar mulch that
had been delivered by Cham-
berlain Construction of Douglas
lay like a cone-shaped sand hill
in the driveway—waiting to be
spread.

For years there had been the
cautionary messages, including
the ones flashing across the TV
screen that depicted a man, bare
from the waist up, whose back is
covered in nasty, festering welts;
accompanying this image, sym-
bolic bolts of lightning, as fur-
ther evidence that shingles and
all of the pain that comes with it
is not to be taken lightly.

So began an ordeal that had
loomed as a threat since child-
hood, and an outbreak of chick-
en pox.

Day One (May 21)

The front flower bed, facing
the street, was mulched within
an hour or so, the bright wood
chips lying in perfect comple-
ment to the leafy lamb’s ear and
azalea bushes and iris and rho-
dodendron and lupine that were
just starting to bloom. Mary
Trottier, a neighbor, driving by,

medicine show

stopped to say “looking good”
and to point out that she appre-
ciated the restaurant column in
the Xpress newspapers for hav-
ing given a battered industry the
attention it deserved as it fights
back from the ravages of the
pandemic. Early afternoon ar-
rives. The first twinges of pain
on the left side of the head.

Day Two (May 22)

A trip to Urgent Care and
a visit with Dr. Scheinfein, who
after examining my ears for wax
buildup (which I am prone to)
and the scalp at the top of my
head (“I'm jealous that you have
hair”) declares “I believe this is
shingles. I am going to prescribe
an anti-viral drug, Valacyclovir.
Take one tablet three times a day
for seven days.” The pain sharp-
ens. | manage to read the Sun-
day papers, nap in the recliner,
and watch the final round of the
PGA championship. I reach for
the bottle of Excedrin Migraine
tablets.

Day Three (May 23)

The mulch sits. It can wait.
The stabs are coming more
frequently. The Excedrin with
Valacyclovir is not touching
them. In the recliner, I can see
my left foot jump every time a
stab strikes. I call Northbridge
Primary Care. Our PCP, Dr.
Anderson, has no openings but
I can see the nurse practitioner.
[ am convinced the problem
stems from wax buildup in the
left ear. I asked for the ear to be
flushed and Tess Green willingly
complies. She flushes the right
ear too for good measure. But
her verdict is the same as Dr.
Scheinfein’s: shingles, which,
she explains, can be caused by
the massive headache I am ex-
periencing. She puts me on a

combination of Tylenol and Ibu-
profen and says “keep taking the
anti-viral med too.”

Day Four (May 24)

I discuss my situation with
Tess, on the telephone. I tell her
I had to force myself to sleep
through the pain and that as
soon as four hours or so pass the
pain returns, every bit as severe
as before. She expresses concern
and says it will take some time
for the mixture of two Tylenol
tablets and three Ibuprofen to
work their magic. “Let me know
how you are doing,” she says.
“If things don’t get better in a
day or so, I will put you on a
steroid.”

Day Five (May 25)

[ want to avoid the ER in
Milford at all costs. Milford
Regional is a great hospital but
a man | know mentioned that
he had taken his wife there for
a shoulder issue at 10:00 p.m.
and they didn’t leave for home
until 6:00 the next morning.
I stick to the regimen and do
virtually nothing. Late in the af-
ternoon, still in discomfort, I call
for Tess and the woman at the
desk takes my message.

Day Six (May 26)

In the morning, a nurse calls
to pass along word from Tess.
“Tess is prescribing Prednisone.
Take that in the morning with
food. It may cause sleep restless-
ness. Follow the instructions on
the container, you have to taper
the dosages day-to-day. Keep
taking the combination of Tyle-
nol and Ibuprofen. You can keep
taking the anti-viral pill too.”

Day Seven (May 27)

I wake to twinges at 5:00
a.m., get up, toast and butter
some bread, take the Prednisone
with a large glass of water and

Adult Day Health Program

serving your community
Family Owned and Operated

* Reliable Partner Assisting Families

* Offering Skilled Nursing ¢ Personal Care

e Case Management ¢ Recreation * Homey, Fun & Secure
* Nutrition and Transportation Services

*We Follow CDC/MA COVID-19 Guidelines

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s
dementia progressed to the point that
she was no longer able to live by herself;

then the Tylenol and Ibuprofen  per,” I say. Contact

with another large glass of water. I go back to bed, waiting for

“From virtually no pills at my the medicine to kick in. 774-232-2999.

age | have become a pill pop-

Rod  Lee
rodlee. 1963 (@gmail.com
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| was in desperate need of help and found f
it with the folks at Accord.”

Member FDIC/Member - DIF NMLS #583135 'APR=Annual Percentage Rate. APR
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LIBRARY

Continued from page 1

the sale, Mr. Snook had noted
that there would be “boxes and
boxes” of books to choose from;
donated, or weeded from the li-
brary’s collection. In doing so,
he had said “the more books you
take away, the less they have to
haul back into the basement, so
be kind and load up.”

Ms. Chesebrough was a more
than adequate representative of
the interests of Mr. Snook and
the Friends in keeping an eye on
foot traffic, and thanking those
who paid for their purchases. No
specific amounts were asked for.

é\“\'ﬁiv Go

Dollar bills were slipped into a
small metal container in return
for what was bought. She ex-
plained this approach to the sale
by saying “I used to be a library
director in Sturbridge and deal-
ers came but I found here why
not just ask for donations? In
the past, we have raised around
$1000. We have been working
on handicapped access for prob-
ably twenty years.”

Recently, Ms. Chesebrough
said, the building’s plaster ceil-
ing had begun cracking. “Town
Meeting voted to fix that, a life
and death situation,” she said.
“Inspectors have to come back
and say it’s hunky dory” before
regular activity can fully resume.

A reader herself, Ms. Che-
sebrough described having just
finished a biography, Eleanor,
about the former first lady, which
she found “very interesting. You
have to give Eleanor Roosevelt
a lot of credit for everything she
did.”

She admitted to being an
admirer of Edna Ferber, whose
novel So Big won the Pulitzer
Prize in 1925. Ms. Ferber’s tale
was inspired by the life of Antje
Paarlberg in the Dutch commu-
nity of South Holland, a suburb
of Chicago. The book’s title
stems from the nickname the lead
character gives her son “Dirk”
when she is asked “how big is

your baby?” Although Ms. Fer-

(0
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From the left, Pam Bishop, Ellie Chesebrough and Carolyn Dorval served as hosts for the
Friends of the Library book and plant sale at the Simon Fairfield Public Library in Douglas
on May 28th.

ber said at the time the story had
“no plot,” it resonated for telling
how Dirk finally came around

lic Library a vibrant gathering  Fairfield Public Library at its

place in Douglas involves a book  website, mysfpl.org.

sale “twice a year, Memorial

| ?‘ . to accepting his mother’s advice ~ Day weekend and during Octo- Contact Rod Lee at
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o Hours:

10faYm%5]p!m®

s N ‘.*
S We have gpmp{hmg for.everyone!

8 e .

;o

auction that runs for two weeks.”
Learn more about the Simon

The Friends’” ongoing mission

to keep the Simon Fairfield Pub-

Short-Term Rehab

Exceptional

Getting back to your active life is your goal and ours too.
The Lydia Taft House is professionally staffed and equipped to
provide you with Exceptional Medical & Rehabilitation Therapy

between Hospital & Home.

60 Quaker Hwy (Rt 146 A) Uxbridge, MA
www.rehabassociates.com/lydiataft (508)278-9500

Long Term Care

Medicare/Medicaid
Certified
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Ranger Walkabouts return in the Corridor

Walkabouts are
back, as part of a flurry of

Ranger

upcoming activities for people
of all ages in the Blackstone
River Valley National Heri-

tage Corridor. Corridor rang-

ers will lead these walkabouts
on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in

_]une, _]uly and August.

Go to nps.gov/blrv/plany-
ourvisit/guidedtours.htm  for
more information.

In other Corridor news,
Independent Sector has an-
nounced new hourly values for
volunteer service. The Mas-

sachusetts rate is now $36.38
and the Rhode Island rate is
$29.17. These are impor-
tant for the impact they have
in Corridor communities but
also because the dollar values
count as in-kind contribu-
tions and can go toward grant

matches and more.

Contact Molly Cardoza,
director of volunteer engage-
ment and community out-
reach, at mcardoza@black-
stoneheritagecorridor.org  if
you are interested in signing
up.

Register now for Black-
stone Valley Day at Polar
Park on June 14. Go to
https://blackstonevalley.org/
event/blackstone-valley-day-
at-polar-park/

A Pollinator Garden Bike

Tour will be held on Wednes-
day, June 22nd from 6:30 to
8:00 p.m. For more details
go to https://bit.ly/Pollinator-
Ride22

The Blackstone Valley
Paddle Club starts its 22nd
season on luesdays, through
August 30.

Accessible cycling for vet-
erans and their loved ones is
now available. To find out
more, go to info@alloutad-

ventures.org or call 413-584-
2052.

GET
NOTICED!

Contact Bill at
774-289-5564
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theyankeexpress.com
to learn how you
can reach 153,0000
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each month!
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Pictured is the first class of Whitinsville Christian School’s First Aid certified graduates,
Kathy Parlante and Bill McGinnis (Bikeway ambassadors), John Marsland (Blackstone Riv-
er Watershed Council and Friends of the Blackstone), Al Menard (North Smithfield Heritage
Association) and Mark Dennen (Bikeway ambassador, certified in CPR and First Aid train-
ing). The class also included Molly Cardoza.
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Rewarding moments
come with ownership.

First-time homebuyer? You could get a special
30-year mortgage rate and other incentives.

For a limited time, qualified buyers” could be eligible
for a rate that’s a full half point less than current 30-year
mortgage rates. Plus, you’ll get a $300 credit at closing.

Dean Bank is an approved participant in the Federal
Home Loan Bank’s Equity Builder Program?! and the HOW
Program, which can provide down-payment and closing
cost assistance to eligible homebuyers. Ask us for details.

Apply at deanbank.com or contact
a Mortgage Originator at (508) 803-7992.

30-Year, Fixed-Rate Mortgage

' . DEAN BANI
4.875% " 4.959%"*™" S

It's my bank:™
deanbank.com + (508) 803-7992

Member FDIC Member DIF NMLS#412095

EQUAL HOUSING f ,
LENDER

*4.959% APR is fixed for 30 years and will result in 360 monthly payments of principal and interest of $5.29 per $1,000 borrowed at 4.875% with 0 points. Payments do not include taxes and insurance. Maximum loan amount is
$647,200. Minimum credit score of 720 is required. Escrow of property taxes is required for loan to values over 80%. Loan amounts over 80% of purchase price or appraised value whichever is less; require private mortgage
insurance. Maximum loan-to-value is 97%. Property hazard insurance is required. Borrower must complete a home buyer counseling program. Available for owner-occupied single-family and condo unit residential properties.
Offer may be withdrawn without notice. Other terms and conditions may apply.

'Equity Builder grant funds of up to $22,000 used to assist with down payment or closing costs are eligible for the purchase of a primary residence located in Massachusetts and Rhode Island on the Bank’s First-Time Homebuyer,
Mass Housing loans and other fixed-rate loans as long as the borrower does not exceed 80% of HUD Area Median Income in those counties. Recipients must attend homebuyer education/course.
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ValleyCast’s summer concert series

starts June 30t

ValleyCast, the arts and cul-
ture arm of Open Sky Com-
munity Services,
the return of its free summer
concert series featuring local
(and not so local) bands and a
wide variety of popular music.

Now in its thirteenth year,
the concert series is one of Val-
leyCast’s most popular events
at Alternatives’ Whitin Mill
complex, 50 Douglas Road,
Whitinsville.

This year’s kickoff is sched-

announces

uled for Thursday, June 30®.
Two bands will play back-to-
back on the Dennis H. Rice
Community Plaza to coincide
with the opening of the new
“Beyond Zentangle” exhibit
in the Spaulding R. Aldrich
Heritage Gallery. Samuel
Bowen will perform from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m., followed by the
Blackstone Valley Community
Concert Band from 6:30 to
8:00 p.m.

The series continues Thurs-

Barry Marcus

Watchmaker

JEWELRY ENGRAVING

508-478-8043

258 MAIN STREET * Room 303
ACROSS FROM MILFORD PoOST OFFICE

“All watches, antique to modern
quartz, repaired and serviced”

days on the plaza from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. through September
1*. In case of inclement weath-
er, the shows move inside to
the Singh Performance Center.

Cristi Collari, director
of community outreach for
OSCS, said “this is a wonder-
ful way for people of all ages
and abilities to gather together
in the plaza and dance or just
relax and enjoy a summer event
of music by talented musicians
while watching the sun set over
the Mumford River.

In addition to Opening
Night on June 30, here are the
other dates for 2022.

July 7: Chuck & Mud and
the Hole in the Dam Band.

July 14: Blackstone Valley

Bluegrass.

July 21: Country Wild Heart
Band.

July 28: Michelle Canning.

August 4: Ash & Eric (for-
merly The Promise is Hope).

August 11: Claflin Hill Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Summer

Winds.
August 18: Le’Mixx Band.
August 25: Grayson Ty.

September 1: The Eagles
Experience.

The summer concert series
is sponsored by Weirsma In-
surance Agency, UniBank,
Lampin Corp., Open Sky
Community Services, Valley-
Cast and with a special grant
from the Northbridge Cultural
Council which is funded by the
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil.

The Blackstone Valley Community Concert Band in perfor-
mance on Alternatives’ Dennis H. Rice Community Plaza.
(Photo by Cristi Collari).

s S e e it

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS WHY SMALL LOAD CONCRETE?
* Patios ¢ Buy ONLY what you need

* Pads for AC units, Sheds, Hot Tubs etc. Less Expensive than mixing it by hand

* Footings Custom Mix / Poured on the job site

Cost Effective — no waste
1 Yard minimum

¢ Retaining Walls
* Walkways/Sidewalks
¢ Curbing

* Steps Call to schedule your pour today

908-770-1200

34 PROVIDENCE RD, SUTTON, MA
www.smallloadconcrete.com

Saturday pours available

= - B

[ )
f @smallloadconcrete.sutton

We Just Put
24-Hour Banking
In Your Hands.

FREE FREE app to make FREE deposits.’

SIMPLE Make a deposit with just a few taps and camera clicks.

SECURE Rest assured it’s as safe as online banking.

CONVENIENT Save a trip to the branch or ATM.

Scan the QR code to learn more about Mobile Deposit. SCAN M

MILFORD
//\\ FEDERAL

P " 10ur app is free, but standard rates and fees may apply from your wireless carrier. App
Est.1887 Our Community. Your Bank. Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. Android is a trademark of Google Inc.

www.MilfordFederal.com

Member

on the
tore

Table Family §

Diner to be
recognized

June 14

For its dedication to providing the public  Family Diner on Quaker Highway in Uxbridge

with health food choices and remaining open to  will be honored by the Providence postmaster

and the Providence Postal Customer Council

\RD

MULCH - WOOD CHIPS « COMPOST
SAND « STONE « LOAM

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A),
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

The Tole Booth-

Treasures for the Home from the Heart
The shop is brimming

with everything Summer!

®Prints & Signs, Curtains & Linens

@ Berries, Wreaths & Flowers

@Birdhouses

@Home Decor

@ American Vintage, Black Crow
and Swan Creek Candles

®Homemade Items by local artisans

& And More

serve customers during the pandemic, the Table

on Tuesday, June 14.

The Flag Day ceremony
will take place at 1:30 p.m.
There will be a special

stamp presented followed by a

Flag Day celebration to honor
the business.

P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA 01569

129 Main St. (Rte. 122)  Blackstone, MA - (508) 876-890
Summer Hrs: Wed.-Sat. 10-6; Sun. 12-4




New reviews featured in latest Shelf Awareness

Deb Horan, owner of Book-
lovers” Gourmet, 72 E. Main
St., Webster, reports “plenty
of new reviews in this issue”
of Shelf Awareness, including
Cindy House’s Mother Noise,

the author’s “unexpectedly

of addic-
tion, recovery and parenting;
also, City of Orange, David
Yoon’s post-apocalyptic novel

uplifting memoir”

set in California, “an often
funny and always compelling
journey;” and Lindsay Eagars
”spectacular middle-grade
novel” The Patron Thief of
Bread, in which an eight-year-
old struggles with her loyalties.

In the Writer’s Life, Cana-
dian author Deborah Ellis dis-
cusses Step, ten stories about
the journeys a child takes on
their eleventh birthday; the gift
her grandmother unwittingly
left; and a line by Chaim Po-
tok that gets her through tough
times.

In Black Boy Smile: A
Memoir in Moments, D. Wat-
kins moves into new, vulner-
able territory. Watkins wrote
about growing up in east
Baltimore in The Cook Up
and The Beast Side. Now, in
Black Boy Smile, he dissects
what he calls “the lie” codes of
Black masculinity that forced
him into stoic silence in order

to survive his upbringing. In
his new memoir, Watkins prac-
tices the opposite—he shares
traumatic memories of sexual
abuse and violence as well as
ways in which “the lie” inhib-
ited his growth and happiness.
Through it all, his love for
the people of east Baltimore
shines through, and Watkins’s
story is ultimately a hopeful,
redemptive one.

Roger Angell, the “elegant
and thoughtful baseball writer
who was widely considered
among the best America has
produced,” died May 20 at
age 101, the New York Times
reported. His well-informed,
lyrical baseball season wrap-
up essays in the New Yorker
became a tradition. As a fic-
tion editor, he discovered and
nurtured writers like Ann
Beattie, Bobbie Ann Mason
and Garrison Keillor, and
worked closely with authors
like Vladimir Navokov and
John Updike.

The best books this week:

Our Last Days in Barce-
lona by Chanel Cleeton; Wild
Prety, by Brian Klingborg;
Are We Ever Our Own, by
Gabrielle Lucille Fuentes;
Two Nights in Lisbon, by

Chris Pavone; Never Com-

McKinnon; Hide, by Kiersten
White; The Honeymoon Cot-
tage, by Lori Foster; Bread-
song: How Baking Changed
Our Lives, by Kitty Tait,
Al Tait; My Moment: 106
Women on Fighting for Them-
selves;; The Uncollected Es-
says of Elizabeth Hardwick,
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Alex Andriesse, editor; The
Best of the Rejection Collec-
tion: 297 Cartoons That Were
Too Dark, Too Weird, or Too
Dirty for ‘“The New Yorker’;
Malibu Rising, by Taylor
Jenkins Reid; Falling, by T.J.
Newman; The Dictionary of
Lost Words, by Pip Williams;

Diary of a Young Natural-
ist, by Dara McAnulty; Un-
equal: A Story of America,
by Michael Eric Dyson, Marc
Favreau; Francis Discovers
Possible, by Ashlee Latimer,
illustrated by Shahrzad May-
dani; Inheritance: A Visual
Poem, by Elizabeth Acevedo,

illustrated by Andrea Pip-
pins;; Burn Down, Rise Up,
by Vincent Tirado.

b2 =8

# YOUCAN'TDO
IT ALL, WE CAN
HELP YOU

EASY, FAST
ESTATE REMOVAL
ERVICES

Clean Slate Estate INC. can («01) s40-9385

New England’s Premier Clean-Out Company Toll Free (800) 989-4521
ESTATE CLEAN-OUT SPECIALISTS

Fully Insured and Bonded

www.CleanSlateEstate.com

ing Home, by Hannah Mary

Serving satisfied customers

since 1954 ... Let us serve you!
Give us a call today! 800-649-5949

Introducing your neighborhood consultant, Jeff Richards - 13 year resident

OIL & PROPANE

“Your Total Home Comfort Company”

__heaters,

* As

| L i i

ricing and budget programs
bout our Veteran, Military,
Police and Fire discount
+ Contractors - we have specials &

*APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS.
*New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.
A | A L

of Douglas as well as a combined 12 years in Uxbrldge and Northbridge!

— OIL & PROPANE

~—

. Emergéncy service 24-7
* Oil & gas fired equipment
* A+ rated by the Better Business Bureau

Rfo@medwaym

Service.

~ savings for ou!1
T l l | —
Ll RS B - = N0
E:Blsdls:u@@lg L;;T me heatingjoi aldsa@ dwayloﬁ Jq
FREE;10 %Sﬁg—ﬂ“@@»“%@“"ﬁa”-'ﬂ"“j WWW! medwaymlprop ane om

B

propar anevco m:ﬂ
R ¥
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Pizzeria Bruno:
a touch of Italy
close to home

By Rod Lee

First created

by the new Pizzeria Bruno in

Impressions

the southeast corner of Pleas-
ant Valley Crossing in Sutton
are entirely favorable, offer-
ing proof that “the boy can be
taken out of Italy, but Italy not
out of the boy.”

Talking about the venture
on the afternoon of May 27th,
Marcello Bruno, owner of Piz-
zeria Bruno with his brother
David, said the restaurant is
an extension of a family busi-
ness in the Milan area of his
native country that dates to the

mid-1990s.

“We are trying do exactly
what we did in the past, in
Italy, same oven, same brand,”
Mr. Bruno said. “We import
flour, cheese, chips, soda, beer
and wine from ltaly. I live three
minutes from here, it’s very
nice. When we saw this loca-
tion for the first time, we fell in
love with it. Mike O’Brien (of
Galaxy Development, develop-
er of the plaza) is a good guy.”

[talia-themed
Pizzera Bruno features wood-

throughout,

fired, brick-oven pizza in a
variety of combinations and
flavors. There is red pizza (no

cheese), classic pizza, gourmet
pizza and white pizza, along
with calzone, panini, piadina
(flat bread), a butcher mix
(plate of meat and cheese),
salad, focaccia and dessert.
Pizza  toppings
artichokes, arugula, broccoli

include

rabe, capers, cherry tomato,
eggplant, egg, French fries, hot

dog, mozzarella, mushrooms,

tuna, meat sauce and buffalo-
milk mozzarella are also avail-
able.

Telephone ordering is pro-
vided at 508-917-8182.
Beverly Ric-
ciardona of Millbury, finishing
lunch with her husband, said.

“The music is good too.”

“Delicious,”

Already drawing steady pa-
tronage, Pizzeria Bruno joins

Marcello Bruno of Pizzeria Bruno in Sutton, with his wife

Ang and employee Kyle Conlin.

Kalamata olives, red onions,
peppers, pesto, red sauce, sau-
sage, smoked caciotta cheese,
spinach, taleggio cheese, truf-
fle sauce, zucchini and ricotta
cheese. Brie cheese, gorgonzo-
la cheese, grana cheese, bres-
aola, ham, hot soppressata,
ndujga, poricini mushrooms,
prosciutto,

shrimp,  speck,

ANDY'S

Neighborhood Canteen
(508) 461-7512
@andysneighborhoodcanteen

e Wednesdays
$6 Sandwich Night

e Thursdays °
Trivia Night @ 7:30

e Friday & Saturday -
Live Music & Food Pop-Ups

follow on social media for details

Wed-Fri

sunday

4:00-Late
Saturday Noon-Late
Noon-7:00

.

O Frederick Street, Webster, Mass.

_J

such food and drink enterpris-
es as Five Guys and Starbucks
in an ever-expanding Pleasant
Valley Crossing, which is an-
chored by a Market 32.

Contact Rod Lee with news
for The Feisty Fork column at
rodlee. 1963 (@gmail.com  or
774-232-2999.

Comfort Foods Made
Fast and Healthy!

By Healthy Exchanges

Bacon Beer Bread

I'm a teetotaler by choice.
But I'll tell you this -- this bread
will be on the menu as often as
I can get my hands on nonalco-
holic beer

3/4 cup nonalcoholic beer

1/4 cup water

Sugar substitute to equal 2
tablespoons sugar, suitable for
baking

2 tablespoons Dijon Country
Mustard

2 tablespoons reduced-calorie
margarine

3 cups bread flour

1/2 teaspoon table salt

1 1/2 teaspoons active dry
yeast

1/2 cup purchased real bacon
bits

1/4 cup chopped green onion

1. In baking pan container,
combine beer, water, sugar sub-
stitute, mustard and margarine.
Add flour and salt. Make an
indentation on top of dry ingre-
dients. Pour yeast into indenta-
tion.

2. Follow your bread machine
instructions for a 1 1/2-pound
loaf. Add bacon bits and onion
when “add ingredients” signal
beeps. Continue following your
machine’s instructions.

3. Remove loaf from machine
and place on wire rack to cool.
Makes one 1 1/2-pound loaf.
Freezes well. Makes 12 serv-
Ings.

* Each serving equals: 146
calories, 2g fat, 6g protein, 26g
carb., 348mg sodium, 1g fiber;
Diabetic Exchanges: 1 1/2
Starch.

(c) 2022 King Features Syn-

dicate, Inc.

BLACKSTONE VALLEYX DI @SS

Your source for business and community news and
advertising.
bcronan@theyankeexpress.com
news@theyankeexpress.com

Uncle Ronnie s

Fine Food
& Spirits

Restaunant & Red “Tavern

2692 Victory Highway, Burrillville, Rl » 401-568-6243
UncleRonniesRedTavern.com

Wednesdays -
Thursdays
(4-9pm)

°45

Includes: Appetizer to share, Garden Salad
or Soup of the Day, Two Dinner Entrees,
Two Desserts and Draft Beer or Wine

Thursdays & Saturdays
7:30 p.m.

OUTDOOR
DECK IS OPEN!

~Kitchen Hours ~ Wednesday and Thursday 4-9pm
Friday and Saturday 2-10pm « Sundays 11:30am-9pm

Lounge remains open later for
cocktails and entertainment
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Boat responsibly: get your 2022 vessel safety check

problems. They will award
your vessel with a 2022 VSC
decal if it meets Auxiliary
standards on items such as:
registration and hull number-

Tii-State Flotilla 10-2 US
Coast Guard Auxiliarly VSC
Station announces boat safety
inspections to be held at the
Memorial Boat Ramp, Nip-
muc Cove on Wallum Lake
on Saturday, June 11 and at
the Wallum Lake Boat Ramp,
Douglas State Forest, on Sat-
urday, June 18.

Bring any type of watercraft
from kayaks, canoes, PWCs,
sailboats, cabin cruisers, to ski
& pontoon boats for a stem to
stern check of equipment for
compliance to federal and state
safety regulations. Vessels can
be inspected on a trailer as
well as afloat.

Trailered vessels, not having
Webster access sticker and not
launching, can be examined at
the entrance gate to Memorial
Ramp. Personal watercraft,
not allowed to launch at the
Wallum Lake Ramp on week-
ends, can also be examined at
the gate. Both locations can
accommodate boats arriving
by water. The stations will be
active from 9 AM to 4 PM at
both these locations.

Vessel examiners are quali-
fied and experienced to answer
any boating related questions

AMERICAS
BEATING
CLUB

or concerns along with being
trained to spot any potential

ing, life jackets, fire extinguish-
ers, expiration dates on flares
(if required), working naviga-
tion lights, overall vessel condi-
tion, etc.

A VSC is conducted only
with your consent; no reports
are filed with any law enforce-
ment agency. |here are no

citations, legal obligations,
or penalties on violations or
potentia] problems found. A
VSC decal might result in a
boat insurance discount and
will indicate to law enforce-
ment on the water that your
vessel complies with safety reg-
ulations. The examiner will
give the vessel owner options
and information on correcting

any issues. Often a quick trip

FATHER'S DAY

Brunch at Union Station

Sunday, June 19 9am-4pm

Adults: $29.95
Ages: 6-12 $19.95
Ages: 2-5 $12.95
Plus tax & tip

Breakfast ltems,
Hot Entrees,

Salads and Fresh Fruit,
Assorted breads and more ...

See the menu at
www.maxwellsilvermansbanquet.com

Call 508 755-6408 or 508 755-1200

for more information

Maxwell Luciano’s Banquet & Conference Center at Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester, MA 01608

QO

Massachusetts
grown... and fresher!™

pPEMA’S Fu

“Family Owned & Operated

OPEN FOR THE SEASON

FULL LINE OF FRESH PRODUCE!

Flowers and Early Spring Crops
Herb and Vegetable Plants

lse featuring: gifts from the garden, bafed gaads,
ice cveam, local honey, candy, frozen meat praducts,

1605 Hill St., Northbridge ° 508-234-6711

Since 1983”

A8y,

specialty gouunet foads and much mee....

©)

Find us on

Facebook

www.foppemasfarm.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 to 6; Closed Sundays

to the nearest boating supply
vendor is all that 1s necessary
to obtain missing safety items
and easily pass a re-inspection,

scheduled times during the
boating season; they are few in
number and not readily avail-
able inland. Can’t make it to

and start your boating season
with a visit to our station and a
free 2022 VSC Decal on your

craft.

sometimes on the same day.
Coast Guard Auxiliary ves-

sel examiners will be around

the local lakes at various, un-  this

.schedule a VSC

online at the link below.

the station..

Best to take advantage of CGAux1002@aol.com.

scheduled opportunity

-

! SUPER SUMMER !

$10° OFF

Japanese Hibachi Steakhouse
900 Victory Hwy., Suite 3, North Smithfield, RI

401-597-0885 - www.yamafujiri.com

it SEASONAL
DRINK SPECIALS!

SPECIAL

With purchase of $65 or
more with this coupon.

With this coupon. Not valid with any other offers.
One coupon, per purchase. Excludes tax.
Exp. 7/31/2022
Yama Fuji - No. Smithfield

| Reserve now for Father’s Day |
Sushi Bar ¢ Full Bar Lounge

We are closed on Mondays
Open Tues.-Sun. Noon to 9 p.m.

ONLY
P> Location is
Douglas, MA

‘§ www.gregorys-restaurant.com
or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app

- e

O3 Main Street Douglas, 1\ Y VAN
508-476-2552 |

See Our Menu on our website

lann
Steak and Seafond

Dads don’t like cookouts

They like to dine out!

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

Nefo Fng

12:00 noon 2:30p.m.  5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00p.m.  5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30p.m. 6:00 p.m.

HAPPY FATHER'’S DAY!

508-478-0871 « 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon

www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

For more information, visit
vesselsafetycheck.org or email



http://www.vesselsafetycheck.org/
mailto:CGAux1002@aol.com
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-
type items are welcome for inclu-
sion in the Happenings! section of
the Xpress newspapers. Please al-
low enough lead time for publica-
tion. Emai your calendar or event
notice to rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

THROUGH JUNE 30

+ “Forget-me-not...An Artist’s
Healing Journey Through Flowers and
Inspiration,” by Cindy Smith, will be
on display for the entire month in the
café gallery of Booklovers” Gourmet,
72 E. Main St., Webster, during regular
business hours, Tues.-Sat., 10-5 and
Wednesdays 10-6. A meet-the-artist
reception will take place on Saturday,
June 24 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. For
more information contact Deb Horan
at 508-949-6232 or deb@bookovers-

gourmet.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11

+ A Community Yard Sale/Plant Sale
will be held at First Congregational
Church, 128 Central Ave., Auburn, 8:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Spaces are available
for $25, tables (on a limited basis) for
$5. Annuals and perennials. Call or
text Cindy, 774-238-0260, or contact
the church office, 508-832-2845, for
further details.

+ Open Sky Community Services
announces a spring return for the 37th
Annual Valley Friendship Tour from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The event will
startand end at the Alternatives Whitin
Mill complex, 50 Douglas Rd., Whitins-
ville, with yoga, music, raffles and food
on the Dennis H. Rice Community Plaza
at the same address. Participants can

On The VllageGreen
"53rd Annual”

GRAFTON

Antiques & Arts Fair

@a@
“

choose between a one-mile walk (the
“Golden Mile”), a 5K walk/run, or a 30-
mile bicycle ride. The Valley Friendship
Tour has been the signature fundrais-
ing event for Alternatives Unlimited
(now Open Sky Community Services)
for 33 years. Since it began it has raised
over $3 million in support of individu-
als and families in Central Massachu-
setts, including $160,000 in 2021. To
pre-register $30), visit openskycs.org/
vft2022. Registration the day of the
event is $35.

«+ Memphis Sun Mafia, an Elvis trib-
ute trio, kicks off the Summer Concert
Series at Douglas Orchard and Farm,
36 Locust St., Douglas. $10 cash per
person 16-and-older, kids admitted
free, 5:30-8:00 p.m. No rain date. Go
to douglasorchardandfarm.com for
further info.

MONDAY, JUNE 13

« Blackstone Valley Tech’s annual
golf tournament will be held at High-
fields Golf & Country Club in Grafton.
Proceeds benefit the school’s Education
Foundation and Athletic Department
activities and programs.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15

XThe McCartney Years: Live in Con-
cert will be presented as a day trip to
Danversport, Danvers, by the North-
bridge Senior Center. The cost, $101
per person, incudes the show and a
plated lunch before the performance.
Sign up with Amy at the front desk. Call
508-234-2002 for more info.

« Hullers are needed from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 139 Center Road

L G M@@@
mmm

mnmm:@fmftq,@aﬂ]

‘email: graftonmahlstory@gmall com:

FREE ADMISSION (door prize)
Contact Mike (774) 280-4333

EVERY 3%° WEDNESDAY
MONTHLY COIN SHOW

June 15, 2022

3-8 p.m.

Dealers selling & buying U.S. and Foreign Coins, Currency,
Gold, Silver, Tokens, Medals & Other Collectibles.

in Dudley to help hull strawberries for
the Dudley Grange’s annual Strawberry
Festival on June 16th.

« A BangoGals concert will take
place at the Asa Waters Mansion, 124
Elm St., Millbury, from 6:00 to 7:15
p.m. Free admission.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16

« The Memphis Sun Mafia Band will
bring Memphis to Northbridge with an
acoustic journey through the music if
Elvis at the Northbridge Senior Center,
20 Highland St., Whitinsville, from
noon to 1:30 p.m. Doors open at 11:45
a.m. Tickets are needed for this event,
which includes a BBQ-themed lun-
cheon. Sign up with Amy at the front
desk. Call 508-234-2002 for more info.

« The Dudley Grange Strawberry
Festival returns. Something of interest
for all ages including musical enter-
tainment, children’s activities, food
from the grill and the Grange’s famous
strawberry shortcake; the event runs
from 4:00 p.m. until all the berries are
gone. For ticket info contact Karen at
508-341-6289.

« Robert Black, an Elvis imper-
sonator, will perform at the Millbury
Senior Center, One River St., from 6:00
to 7:15 p.m. Call 508-865-9154 for fur-
ther info.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

« Brumbylon performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18

« The Sutton Historical Society’s
town-wide yard sale will be held
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Rain date
is Sunday, June 19. The cost is $10 for
participating resident addresses to be
included on a map and in advertising
for the event. Registration forms are
available at suttonhistoricalsocietyinc.
org. Limited table space at the M.M.
Sherman Blacksmith Shop, 6 Single-
tary Ave., is also available for $10. The

Internships are a strength of the operation at Southwick’s
Zoo in Mendon, where Earth Limited’s fundraising BASH
will take place on Friday, June 24.

Society is accepting donated items
(no upholstered furniture or electronic
equipment) and will pick up if neces-
sary. Contact sutton1704@gmail.com
for more details.

« Tony Soul Project, from the Delta
Blues to Soul to Rock & Roll, will per-
form as part of the Summer Concert
Series at Douglas Orchard and Farm,
36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Admission is $10 per person 16-and-
older, kids get in free, no rain date.
Check douglasorchardandfarm.com for
further info.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24

« EARTH Limited’s largest annual
fundraiser is back for 2022 at South-
wick's Zoo in Mendon, from 5:00 to
10:00 p.m. Proceeds support EARTH
Limited’s many education initiatives,
such as internships, docent/volunteer
training, rhino encounters, zoo mo-
biles, wild adventure programs, junior
z00 keeping and more. Guests will en-
joy an event of adventure and explore
the zoo after-hours. Go to earthltd.
org to purchase tickets. Email Betsey
Brewer Bethel at betsey@southwick-
sz00.com for more details about EARTH
Limited.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
« Dark Desert Eagles, the ultimate

Boardmg Lessons o

Shows « Horse Trails

144 Williams Street, Uxbridge, MA * www.azraelacres.com

Please call or text: 508-918-4531

W @ Wey

& 65 MILK STREET BLACKSTONE, MA

Come Spend a Day in the Countryside = }\__

tribute band to The Eagles, comes to
Indian Ranch in Webster as part of
the Mike's Hard Lemonade Summer
Concert Series. Songs from The Eagles’
Greatest Hits 1971-1975 album along
with hits from Hotel California and
several gems from Joe Walsh’s solo ca-
reer will be featured in this live show.
Touched by the passing of Glenn Frey,
a co-founder of The Eagles, Pat Badger
(an original member of the multi-
platinum rock act Extreme) set out
to form Dark Desert Eagles in paying
homage to The Eagles” musicianship,
vocal harmonies and timeless catalog.
In doing so, “we really paid attention
to the wardrobe, the hairstyles, the
quitars. . .everything that made The
Eagles so cool,” he says.

Also upcoming at Indian Ranch:

June 5, Trace Adkins; June 11, The
Outlaws; June 19, The Mavericks; July
2, Michael Franti & Spearhead; July
8, Get The Led Out; July 9, Scott Mc-
Creery; July 17, Little River Band; July
23, Ann Wilson of Heart; July 24, Three
Dog Night; July 30, The Pike Hairfest;
July 31, TESLA; August 5, “Weird” Al
Yankovic; August 6, Collective Soul and
Switchfoot; August 7, Lost 80s Live;
August 12, ABBA The Concert; August
13, Badfish; August 20, Home Free;
September 2, Extreme.

Tickets are available at www.indi-
anranch.com, by calling 1-800-514-
3849 or at the Indian Ranch Box Office.

+Rolling Stones & CCRTributes: 19th
Nervous Breakdown with Kelly and the
Poor Boys: A Creedence Tribute Band,
will perform as part of the Summer
Concert Series at Douglas Orchard and
Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00
p.m. Admission is $10 cash per person
16-and-older, kids get in free, no rain
date. Go to douglasorchardandfarm.
com for more info.

UPCOMING EVENTS!
JUNE 1I: IPM-10PM @

MUSIC
FOOD TRUCKS
BEER TENT
VENDORS
YARD GAMES

IIONLKKLL-

) JULY 23: 2PM-10PM

COUNTRY JAM MUSIC FESTIVAL

TICKETS: $35.00 ONLINE / $40.00 AT THE GATE

,&EVEN:;’.

D\

REGGAE JAM MUSIC FESTIVAL

TICKETS: $35.00 ONLINE / $40.00 AT THE GATE

©

WWW.WOJCIKFARM.COM

f
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mailto:betsey@southwickszoo.com
http://www.indianranch.com
http://www.indianranch.com

TUESDAY, JUNE 28

« A Narragansett Bay Lighthouse
& Cruise Tour is being offered by the
Millbury Senior Center. Cost is $110 per
person, all-inclusive, with departure
at 9:30 a.m. and return at 5:30 p.m. A
full-course luncheon is included. Call
508-865-9154 to sign up or for more
information.

FRIDAY, JULY 15

« Joe Cicero performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 16

« The town of Northbridge’s 250th
anniversary festivities will kick off with
a parade from the elementary school
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Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

« 4 Ever Fab, a Beatles Tribute Band,
will perform as part of Douglas Orchard
and Farm’s Summer Concert series, 36
Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Admission is $10 per person for those
16-and-older. Kids get in free, no rain
date. Go to douglasorchardandfarm.
com for more info.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9

The music of Tom Petty will be showcased when the band
Petty Larceny performs at Douglas Orchard & Farm on Sat-

buffet lunch are included at a cost of
$110 per person. Sign up with Amy at
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for
more info.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26

« Joe Cicero performs at Andy's
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

« The Northbridge Senior Center is
offering a “Lake Winnipesaukee Cruise
& Castle in the Clouds Estate Tour,” in-

TIEmF

The popular band Get The Led Out returns to Indian Ranch
in Webster for a performance on Friday, July 8.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30

« Tim VanEgmond will present an
outdoor concert, featuring traditional
and contemporary songs as well as
tales about what draws a community
together, the Northbridge Senior Cen-
ter, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, from
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Sign up with Amy at
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for
more info.

+ Dan Gabel & The Abletones will
present a summer concert at the Asa
Waters Mansion, 123 EIm St., Millbury,
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Free admission.

FRIDAY, JULY1

« Euphoralites performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 4

« Celebrate the 4th on the Grafton
Common! Dress up in costume! Deco-
rate your bicycle! Build a float! Dress
up your dog! From North St. to Oak St.
starting at 12:00 p.m. Line up at the
North Grafton Elementary School. For
more details contact graftondthofju-
lyparade@gmail.com.

FRIDAY, JULY 8

« Stattic performs at Andy’s Neigh-
borhood Center, 9 Frederick St., Web-
ster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 9

« A Night of Zeppelin: A Led Zeppe-
lin Tribute Band, comes to Douglas Or-
chard and Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas,
as part of the facility’s Summer Concert
Series, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. Admission is
$10 cash per person 16-and-older, kids
get in free, no rain date. Go to dougla-
sorchardandfarm.com for more info.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13

+ A Blue Shades luncheon concert
will take place at the Asa Waters Man-
sion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from noon
to0 1:00 p.m. Free admission.

THURSDAY, JULY 14

« 4Ever Fab, a Beatles tribute band,
will perform at the Millbury Senior
Center, One River St., from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. Call 508-865-9154 for more info.

on Crescent St. at 10:00 a.m. and con-
clude with fireworks at the middle
school on Linwood Ave. Gates will open
at 6:00 p.m. for the pyrotechnics show,
which will be preceded by activities for
the whole family: food trucks, music,
face painting, potato-sack races and
more.

» Douglas Orchard and Farm, 36 Lo-
cust St., Douglas, welcomes Araxas—a
Santana Tribute Band, for a show at
36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Part of the Douglas Orchard and Farm'’s
Summer Concert Series. Admission is
$10 per person 16-and-older, kids get
in free, no rain date. Visit douglasor-
chardandfarm.com for more info.

THURSDAY, JULY 21

» lcons & Legends Concert, includ-
ing a Maine Lobster Bake in York, is
being presented by the Northbridge
Senior Center. Cost is $110 per person.
Sign up with Amy at the front desk. Call
508-234-2002 for more info.

« Enjoy a Far from Eden summer
concert at the Asa Waters Mansion,
123 Elm St., Millbury, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, JULY 23

« Exit 17th Band, a Rock & Roll
Band, will perform at part of Douglas
Orchard and Farm’s Summer Concert
Series, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-
8:00 p.m. Admission is $10 per person
16-and-older. Kids get in free, no rain
date.

FRIDAY, JULY 29

« Rockwell Valentine Jazz Trio per-
forms at Andy’s Neighborhood Center,
9 Frederick St., Webster, 7:00-10:00
p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 30

« Douglas Orchard and Farm’s Sum-
mer Concert Series continues with a
performance by Petty Larceny, a Tom
Petty Tribute Band, 5:30-8:00 p.m.,
36 Locust St., Douglas. $10 cash per
person, kids are admitted free, no rain
date. Visit douglasorchardandfarm.
com. for more details.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
« The Hip Swayers will perform
a summer concert at the Asa Waters

« Judy Saves the Day, a puppet
show, will take place at the Asa Waters
Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Free admission.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12

« Evan Wood Trio performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

urday, July 30.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13

« Counterfeit Cash, a Johnny Cash
Tribute Band, will perform at Douglas
Orchard and Farm, 36 Locust St., Doug-
las, 5:30-8:00 p.m. Admission is $10
per person 16-and-older, kids get in
free, no rain date. Go to douglasorchar-
dandfarm.com for further details.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17

« Taking it to the Streets: The Ulti-
mate Doobie Brothers Tribute Show,
will be performed in Plymouth, New
Hampshire at the Flying Monkey
Theatre—a trip offered by the North-
bridge Senior Center. Show and a

cluding lunch at Harts Turkey Farm, for
$151 per person. Sign up with Amy at
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for
more info.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

« Infinite Groove performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18TH- 10-2
CHURCH STREET, WHITINSVILLE MA

Shop .

FURiends Gourmet Pet Treats

Eat

Brozzian LLC

Mr. Ice Guys Treats
Northbridge Fire Dept
The Green Plate

Katalina's Boutique

Harbro Auto
Holm Sweet Holm Co.

Play

Balloon Twister

Driven Elite

Face Painting

Family Karate Center

Koopman Lumber & Hardware

Little Man

Massachusetts State Police Museum
& Learning Center

Massachusetts Army National Guard

Twins Nutrition
Zen Bear Foods

Music Man Dj'ing
Northbridge NJHS and Student Council
The Crafty Nest DIY
Whitin Community Center

LulaRoe
Lulu's Jewelry & Gifts
The Flower Shop
Unibank
Woodshop at The 933

J’WM gy

x5k
X

; BLACKSTONE VALLEY
% CHAMBER of COMMERCE

OSTERMAN
MANAGEMENT, LLC

¢ KOOPMAN

LUMBER & HARDWARE
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Lake Realty

B =4 .

“Mavureen Cimoch'
" Real Estate Consultant

Cell 508.769.9211"

111 East Main Street, Webster
www.LakeRealty.net LR
www.WebsterLake.com or .net ™
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Mark Marzeotti
Realtor

v

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
wenmainc:— \Worcester, MA 01608
R mis

f Mark
i Marzeotti
Realtor

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com
www.MarzeottiGroup.com

43 East Main Street
Webster, MA 01570
Office: 508.943.4333 3
Fax: 860.935.5624 )
Cell: 508.525.0611

Web: hope2own.com
Email: Isullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan

REALTOR®
Llcensed in MA &CT -

~ REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

\L/

REAL ESTATE GROUP

RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

By Mark Marzeotti

If you're thinking of buying
or selling a house, you're at an
And

anytime you make a big decision

exciting decision point.

like that, one thing you should
always consider is timing. So,
what does the rest of the year
hold for the housing market?
Here’s what we see.

The number of homes avail-
able for sale is likely to grow.
There are some early signs in-
dicating that housing inventory
is starting to grow and experts
say that should continue in the
months ahead.

The gap between this year’s
homes for sale and last year’s is
one-fifth the size that it was at
the beginning of the year. The

Your nelghbor S house has Sold'

can sell ydur's too!

-'“'FIII ANGELA GREEN, REALTOR® =

WP ROCE SCAN HERE FOR REVIEWS &
R L a'™wi SALES HISTORY

= arle 508.277.1873

RE/MAX

Executive Realty
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430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and
models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers

catch-up is likely to continue.
This growth will likely mean
more options for shoppers than
they’ve had in a while, even
though inventory continues to
be behind pre-pandemic nor-
mal.

As a buyer, having more op-
tions is great news. Just remem-
ber, housing supply is still low,
so be ready to act fast and put
in your best offer up front. Let’s

get you prequalified!

As a seller, your house may
soon face more competition
when other sellers list their
homes. But the good news is,
if you're also buying your next
home, having more options to
choose from should make that
move-up process easier.

Mortgage rates will likely
continue to respond to infla-
tionary pressures. Experts also
agree inflation should continue
to drive up mortgage rates, how-
ever more moderately.

As a buyer, work with trust-
ed realtors/real estate profes-
sionals, including your lender,
so you can learn how rising

Call'today:forlyour EREE In-Home Consultat'qn_.. {

mortgage rates impact your
purchasing power. It may make
sense to buy now before it costs
more to do so, if you're ready.
Call us if you are ready, we're
here to help!

As a seller, rising mort-
gage rates are motivating some
homeowners to make a move
up sooner rather than later. If
you re planning to buy your next
home, talk to a trusted realtor/

real estate advisor to decide how

to time your move.

Home prices are projected
to continue to climb. Home
prices are forecast to keep ap-
preciating because there are still
fewer homes for sale than there
are buyers in the market. That
said, experts agree the pace of
that appreciation should moder-
ate — but home prices won'’t fall.

Statistics show that home
prices throughout the country
have surged for the better part
of two years, including in the
first quarter of 2022. Given the
extremely low inventory, we're
unlikely to see price declines,
but appreciation should slow in

*Bllnd
N

What does the rest of the year
hold for the housing market?

the coming months.

As a buyer, continued home
price appreciation means it’ll
cost you more to buy the longer
you wait. But it also gives you
peace of mind that, once you do
buy a home, it will likely grow in
value. That makes it historically
a good investment and a strong
hedge against inflation.

As a seller, price apprecia-
tion is great news for the value
of your home. Again, lean on a

member of Marzeotti Group or
another professional to strike the
right balance of the best condi-
tions possible for both selling
your house and buying your
next one.

Whether you’re a homebuy-
er or seller, you need to know
what’s happening in the hous-
ing market, so you can make
the most informed decision
possible. Connect with a real-
tor/real estate advisor to discuss
your goals and what lies ahead,
so you can pick your best time to
make a move.
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SUMMER
PSALERS

Block that
damaging SUN

Save 20%

on all sliding door
treatments

ﬂenew qourhome aappeal '
with a new garage door.

Many new:styles.and colors:; T
Z to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -
Visit our display by appointment

Sales * Service ° Installatuon

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

E2800-605-9030 508-987-8600 ™=

on all Honeycomb
and Solar/Roller

Cannot be combined with any other coupons or offers.
Offer valid until 7/31/22

Independently Owned &;0perated
by Sue Adams

Local: 508-865-9300
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Tales from beyond

Creatures

By Thomas D’Agostino
www.tomdagostino.com

Mr. Andrade witnessed a
bigfoot in 1978. He spied a
huge strange-looking creature
walking down a hill about two
hundred feet in front of him.
He described it as being over
six feet tall, brown, and hairy.
He could not see its face, as it
was walking away from him.
Since then he has recorded
many accounts of the “Bridge-
He would

later go on video describing

water Bigfoot.”

his account and showing a
representation of what he saw.
[t was not the first time he en-
countered the creature. While
collecting firewood during a
camping trip, he heard a very
loud growl which he would
later describe as sounding like
“something from hell.”

His camp mates also heard
the roar. Whatever it was, it
was very close and gave them
the impression it did not want
them there. In all their years
of camping in those woods,
they never heard any such
sound as that.

Three
pitched a tent in the woods

other  campers
near the swamp. Shortly after
setting up camp, something
threw a very large log at them,
causing the party to vacate the
premises. [he next morning,
they went back to fetch their
gear and tried to lift the log
that was thrown at them. All
three had the most difficult
time trying to hoist it off the
ground. Whatever it was pos-
sessed immense strength to be
able to catapult the massive
piece of wood into the camp-
site.

John Baker of West Bridge-

PAVING |

&SEALCOAT SULUT,IUHS

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

of the Bridgewater Triangle-Part 2

port, Massachusetts witnessed
the “bigfoot” monster in the
early 1980s. While hunting in
the swamp, he had the feeling
someone, or something, was
following him. He turned and
saw a large hairy beast stand-
ing in the brush along the side
of the water only a few yards
from him. The “
tall, covered with hair, and
smelled very badly. It turned
and ran off into the woods.

thing” was

He has since searched for the
creature, but has never come
across it since that fateful day.
One of the oldest and
amazing legends in New

England

strange creatures s

pertaining  to
that
of a small being called a
Pukwudgie. Pukwudgie, or
Puk-Wudjie, which roughly
translates into English as
“wild man of the woods”
r “little wild man of the
” These

human-like little demons are

woods that vanishes.

deeply steeped into Wam-
panoag folklore
considered the oldest and
most

and are
dangerous mythical
creatures in North America.
Author, Educator and His-
torian Christopher Balzano
hit it right on the nose when
he stated “Large monsters
are intimidating, but cannot
fit under the bed, or in the
closet, or in the corner of
the room just beyond where
the illumination hits. Small
monsters can hide, sneak
into thin cracks and slip out
of sight.”

The Pukwudgie is known
to do just that and more.
The creature is described
as being about two to three
feet tall, covered in hair from
head to toe, resembling the

Driveways
Parking Lots
Pressure Washing
Crack Filling
Asphalt Repair

likes of a troll. They have the
power to appear and disap-
pear at will, lure people to
their deaths, shape shift into
various animals, shoot poison
arrows and instantly create
fire. Anyone who gets on the
wrong side of a Pukwudgie is
bound to meet with horrible
circumstance.

According to Wampanoag
legend, the Pukwudgies were
very friendly and helpful to
humans until the tribe, think-
ing they were a nuisance, had
them rid from the area by

the giant, Maushop. Some
survived and remained in
the area of the Bridgewater
Triangle, wreaking havoc on
those who crossed their path.

Stories of these evil fairies
go as far back as the written
word but, for some reason,
were not well received until

the early twentieth century
when Elizabeth Reynard
published The Narrow Land:
Folk Chronicles of Old Cape
Cod. Within this book are
several Wampanoag legends,
including that of the Puk-

wudgie. More recent accounts
have flooded pages of books,
daily, weekly and monthly
publications and the internet.

Pukwudgies also use the
souls of the dead to lure vic-
One
person followed a ball of light

tims to their demise.

into the woods only to spot
one of the diminutive demons
trying to lure him in further.
A few nights later, while in
the same area, the same crea-
ture stalked the person while
he sat in his auto.

One of the more inter-

esting warnings against the
evil demons in recent times
was the placement of a sign
along Slab Bridge Road near
the
reading,

XING.”
If you decide to look for

Freetown State Forest

“PUKWUDGIE

Pukwudgies, be careful and
do not annoy them. Many
people in the area who have
encountered one of the mys-
tical creatures will tell you
some things are often better
left alone.

The Barn at Blissful Meadows Golf Club

BLACKSTONE VALLEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SIGNATURE EVENT

STEAMERS AT SUNSET

August

17,2022

801 Chocolog Rd, Uxbridge MA

5:30PM -

7:30PM

Celebrate summer with music,
good food & great company.

Join the Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce for our annual Steamers at Sunset

event!

Dress to impress in your summer best and win
the coveted Golden Lobster award.

Member Pricing*:

Lobster*: $85
Steak: $60
Chicken: $50

Non-Member Pricing*:

Lobster*: $95
Steak: $70
Chicken: $60

Vegetarian* $40 Vegetarian* $50

508-254-5206

PAVINGANDSEALCOAT,SOLUTIONS.COM Presenting Sponsor:

*Cash bar
*Lobster is market price
*Vegetarian meal is Beyond Burger

'NEWENGLANDREGLAZE'
Reg. s39!!'

travel, may apply. |

All attendees must indicate their
choice of steamers or New England
clam chowder at time of registration.

Don’t replace

CHILD CARE CENTER

AND PRESCHOOL
More sponsorship opportunities available!

I

[T your old tub, reglaze it!
[\ Tubs, tile sinks and

1 much more

|

1 We do anyTUB!

'CALL USNOW §
1 617-895-7771 &4

I www.newenglandreglaze.com L

P

Register at www.blackstonevalley.org/events/
Please contact loneil@blackstonevalley.org with any questions!
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By Amy LeClaire

I couldn’t be happier with my
new pup, Luke Valentino. He’s
playful,
perfectly perfect. In some ways
he’s a typical pup; testing his
limits then dashing away from
me, a dirty sock in his mouth.
In others, he’s as unique as his
full name. “Thank you for be-
ing such a good boy, Luke.” |

pugnacious and Im-

Living with Luke

Luke Valentino learns on the go; training tips and trip

rest on my shoulders. He licks
my full chin and face as though
cleaning dribbles of ice cream
from a cone. I can’t help but
giggle to my puppy’s innocence
and honesty. His appreciation
for me, I realize, falls somewhere
between loving me for me, and
the flavor of my facial cream.
“You'’re the best puppy.”
Either way, I cherish moments
that are short-lived. Luke Val-
entino already weighs a healthy
28 pounds and picking him up
is getting harder and harder.
Whether his behavior is typical
or atypical, one aspect has re-
mained constant with the numer-
ous dogs that I've owned. Train-

Luke visits Wells State Park, Sturbridge

kiss his nose and snout, traces of
puppy breath still evident, even
though he’s almost too big to be
held.

“Love you back, Mama.”
His body is pressed against my
chest, causing his hind legs to
open like a frog’s while his paws

ing a dog takes a lot of time and
work, but the rewards of putting
forth the effort make a significant
difference in living happily ever
after (or not) with your pooch.
I'm not a professional trainer;
simply someone who has spent a
lot of time studying the behavior

We offer quality care for your pet in a

[friendly, family-oriented atmosphere.

UXBRIDGE

510 Hartford Ave W, Uxbridge, MA 01569
P. 508.278.5869 | F.508.278.9384 | info@uxbridgeanimalhospital.com

f WWW.UXBRIDGEANIMALHOSPITAL.COM

of dogs. Since Luke is nearly
four months old, and we’re both
still in one piece (and living in
peace), I thought I'd shared my
secrets. LLuke Valentino has sto-
len my heart, along with a few
too many sneakers.

Training happens all the
time

Your dog may be able to sit
on command for a reward and
roll over (is there any benefit
from the crazy trick?) or even
hand you his paw in the kitchen,
but what about when the spon-
taneity of life gets in the way?
What if your dog is accustomed,
exclusively, to being trained in
isolation and, consequently,
freaks out in public? What if
a quirky terrier catches her eye
in the ice cream parlor line, and
she snakes through your legs to
drool over the poor dog? Or
what if you need to host a party
and your hungry pooch causes a
guest to trip while counter surf-
ing?

It might be time to train.

Travel with your dog

Dogs need to learn how to
behave in human situations, es-
pecially if they are to live with
one. Traveling with your pet
offers hands-on opportunity to
train on the go, on the fly, and
on the scene. The more time you
spend with your dog, the more
training opportunities naturally
arise. Luke rides in the backseat,
seated comfortably in a travel
crate lined with a plush mat-
tress and chew toys. The sides
of the crate have netted windows
so that he’s enclosed, but can
still discern what’s happening.
We’re going for a ride! His on-
the-go bed 1s designed for com-
fort, safety and leisurely naps.

JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM
ALI O'HAGAN, DVM
JESS MACHO, DVM

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry,

In-House Laboratory, Digital Radiography,

Acupuncture, Chiropractic and Laser
Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists
Available by Consultation.

Specialty services available as well as
night and weekend appointments.

He adores the prospect of a new
adventure equally as much as he
does the journey. In fact, often
times he’ll awaken to the sound
of my parked car and sit up with
bedhead, one ear flapped open.
“Where'd we end up? Mind if I
just relax here for a bit?” Luke 1s
more “chill” than most puppies
we've had. We often refer to him
as Professor Luke, the puppy
most likely to study the sound
of spoons dropped into the dish-
washer bin. “Hmm.” He’ll cock
his head to the sound. “That is
fascinating.“ His curiosity draws
him closer to the edge of the
door, where he pokes his nose at
a fork then backs off. “Ouch.”

Amid traveling training days,
he’s even met some of his read-
ers at CVS. Perched like a teddy
bear in a metal carriage, he once
raised his chin over the edge to
say hello. “Wait a minute. Is that
Luke Valentino?”

“That’s me!” Have you ever
noticed how utterly happy pup-
pies are (especially Goldens) to
greet new people. He licks the
hand of a loyal reader and smiles
proudly. “Isn’t this place incred-
ible?” Since food is LOVE for
Goldens (and most dogs), it
serves as the ultimate motivator
and training tool. “Good boy,
Luke.” I reward him for being
positive. Lincoln taught me to
wear rose-colored glasses and
see the good in every situation.
The legacy goes on. “Mommy
is so proud of you, Luke.” He
gnaws at the fleshy part of my
palm, testing me. “Luke Valen-
tino.” I lower my voice and he
tests further, biting yet softening
his grip. Puppies know more
than you think.

Consistency matters

My husband and I have been

iej

-

A Travel Day at TJ Maxx, Auburn

on point, and on the same page
in certain areas, though inferior
in others. Luke is able to “stay
at his own spot” while we eat
with the patience of an English
butler. We've battled out that
back and forth labor of bringing
him back to his spot for a reward
amid countless instances during
which he’s snapped back to our
feet. A meal eaten in peace is
secondary to helping Luke learn
that we don’t eat at the same
table (unless we're at an out-
door restaurant café of course).
So I've weathered the begging
storm during tired mornings and
scored big. He’s so masterful
that he’ll now assume his dining
spot throughout the day, waiting
for us to sit down and eat, just so
he can show off good behavior
while waiting for a reward. The
triumph has become a Luke Val-
entino classic. We gush. “Look
how intelligent Luke 1s! He re-
ally is a gifted puppy.”

We've also  consistently
potty-trained Luke, taking him
out after naps and, frequently,
throughout play times. This has
been a process and has hap-
pened in gradual stages, with no
perfection. Puppies drink a lot of
water and pee a lot! It’s impor-
tant to watch the signals of your
puppy and have patience. We've
finally reached a stage where
we can confidently trust him to
“tell us” without staying on top
of him. He'll casually sit at the
front door to let us know he has
to go out, even when we're en-
grossed in our own tasks.

Set limits so that you’re
both happy
Although cuddling in bed

with an eight-week old puppy
may have been tempting, the de-
cision to give Luke his own cozy
sleeping quarters was a good
one. Luke now sleeps comfort-
ably in his crate from 11 pm to 8
am. He woke us up throughout
the night during the first week
home, then stretched his sleep
time, finally, to 6 am. We real-
ized he was getting up too early,
and only to eat. He would play a
bit; then want to sleep all morn-
ing. Why not just sleep later?
Instead of rushing downstairs
to his first whimper, at about 12
weeks, we decided to ignore him
and see if he’d fall back to sleep.
Our plan worked like a charm!
Now we're all fully rested and
ready for the day’s adventures!
The important thing is to help
your pup to conform to the
unique schedule that works for
your household.

How is Luke Valentino far-
ing with off-the-couch behavior?
B- The low mark is ours to own.
We’ve wavered. We’ve wobbled.
We've been worn down by
Luke’s cuteness and manipula-
tion. We have not consistently
shown him (as we had Lincoln)
that his bed in the family room
is far more fun than the leather
couch. “No one talks during
my movie” is a lost cause when
it comes to training your dog.
Luke needs to know that we're
willing to wrestle, romp, redirect
him to his toys and teach him to
play at his own spot every single
time. Luke needs to know that
sometimes adults need to sit.

“I won’t be any trouble.” He
sits at the edge of the couch and
lifts his chin to us. “I was think-

Continued on next page
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ing we could watch the movie to-
gether.” A teddy bear, it seems,
wants to snuggle. “Luke, we're
going to relax now.” Luke is a
puppy. He has no interest relax-
ing—now or later. “Come here,
you.” We cave. We coddle. We
shake hands with a devil in
sheep’s clothing. Luke gets his
way, and the suede pillows are
about to pay a price. He thrashes
them around with the aggression
of a wolf. We struggle to disci-
pline a pup that’s taken a turn
for the worst. He lifts his gums
to reveal a rebellious set of jag-
ged puppy teeth. My husband,
also a male, takes the domineer-
ing tactic personal.
letting him boss us around this
way!” [ nod my head in dismay.
We’ve been inconsistent with
this aspect of Luke Valentino’s
training. Puppies can’t figure
out what to do with their own
tails, never mind every do &
don’t of domestic life. Still; nei-
ther of us could have predicted
what was to come, and how dark
things were about to get on that
infamous leather couch.

“Oh gosh. Oh no.” I left him

on the floor beside the couch for

“I'm not

two minutes one time. I didn’t
leave food or any chocking haz-
ards behind, only a risk I hadn’t
expected. I had planned to start
writing this very column, and
left my laptop screen flapped
open, ready for words. A curi-
ous Luke, ready to chew, found
the corner of the screen and dug
his jagged choppers in to reveal
a haunting sight. The screen,
black as night, exposed the
spread of a spider web, then a
lightning bolt design which drew
my index finger in, as though
somehow I could zap an elec-

trocuted system back to life. In
shock, I touched the screen over
and over again but the crack,
now iridescent, had made its
mark. Luke Valentino, a puppy
learning his boundaries, had de-
stroyed my Mac’s screen.

Stories and documents and
pictures through my
mind. I'm a writer. My words
had been wiped. I stared down
at my puppy. “Oh, Luke. You
didn’t know what you were do-
ing.”

Luke smiled calmly up at me.
“Want to play?” He was over it
a full two seconds ago.

“It will cost $578.00 to re-
pair the screen.” The Apple
technician delivered the cost of

sailed

my inconsistency with such pa-
tience. He had navigated the
technical waters of password
confusion and i-cloud cloudiness
to track down the identification
of my broken machine with bliss-
ful ignorance. I ran my fingers
through my hair. “Wow. The
screen alone costs that much.”
My gaze fell down on a patient
Luke, who was seated beneath
the workbench to partake on one
of numerous “travel days.” He
smiled up at me as he does dur-
ing our travel days together, and
reminded me that perfection
is impossible. “I love it here.
Thank you for taking me along
with you.”

If you want to learn more
about how to best handle your
pup—take him for the ride!

Stay tuned for more on
Luke Valentino’s trips and tri-
umphs.

Write to me at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

IM-GEAR

TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS :
& auTomoTive services * Exhaust  Repairs
(508) 476-3926

Specializing in Transmlssmns |

151 Davis St,
Douglas MA
(508) 476-3926

* Brakes ¢+ Alignments
+Tires  + Tune-Ups
+ Shocks ¢+ All General

Located 1.5 mlles off of Route 146
exit 3 on Route 16 in Douglas
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

/7 ]ohn Paul is AAA’s Northeasts Car
® Doctor. He has over 40 years’ experi-
ence in the automotive business and is
an ASE-certified master technician. He
will answer readers’ questions each week.
You can find the Car Doctor podcast at
www.johnfpaul.podbean.com or on other
popular podcast sites. Email your car
questions to jpaul@aaanortheast.com.
Follow John on Twitter @johnfpaul and
friend him on Facebook mrjohnfpaul.

Q. I have a 2000 Buick Park Avenue with 181,000 miles on it.
Air comes through the vents
only and only blows hot. Even when I'm on the highway with the system
off there is hot air coming through the vents. I closed all the vents, but the
hot air is coming in, is this a blend door issue? I know it’s hard to get to

The automatic climate control 1s “shot.”

some of these doors, is there any easy fix?

A. Unfortunately, there is no easy fix. Unlike old cars that used
cables to open and close vents and turn on heater valves, today these
systems use vacuum and electric actuators. In your Buick there are four
actuators. The air inlet, mode control, left air mix and right air mix.
The air discharge is controlled by the mode door actuator. The actuator
drives a cam wheel that controls the position of the two air discharge
doors. Depending on which door or actuator is bad it can take 30 min-
utes to three hours to repair the problem.

Q B | have a 2007 Honda Pilot and [ have owned it from brand new.
My question is I changed the timing belt at 95,000 and it currently has
171,000 miles on it. I have had all of the regular maintenance performed
and was wondering when [ should change the timing belt again. The car
i1s still in great shape and I would like to use it as my commuter car and
hope to get another 100,000 out of it.

A. "Typically, the timing belt on the Pilot gets changed at about
100,000 miles. My suggestion is if you plan on keeping your Pilot for
another 100,000 miles it would make sense to replace the timing belt
again this year. Considering the mileage, I would also replace the water
pump and evaluate any seals for oil seepage, as well as drive belts and

tensioners.

AUTO
DETAIL

B ] own a 2013 Volvo wagon with 235,000 miles. It still runs
perfectly, and my mechanic says I can surely get to 300,000 miles which
I aim to do. My question is about the steering: this car has always had
wonderful steering — holds the road really well and not loosey, goosey
like so many other vehicles. When I have test driven many other cars
for my growing kids, it feels much less controllable on the road — the
slightest movement of the wheel and you feel the car sway. Can you tell
me what it is that makes the steering in my Volvo such a dream? What
should I look/ask for in my next car to get the same kind of control that
I have now?

Al Today most/nearly every new car has electronic power steering
depending on the car that can translate into somewhat of an artificial
“feel” in the steering. This can have a bit of loose feeling on center to an
almost twitchy overly sensitive feel. There was a time when BMWs had
legendary almost telepathic steering, but even that has changed over the
years. Unfortunately, you need to road test the car that best suits your
needs. Even the latest Volvos have lost a bit of that steering feel that
you like in your car. The other determining factor can be tires, tires can
transform a car’s steering from direct to mushy.

Q B [ have a 2005 Toyota Camry XLE with 150,000 miles on it. I
recently brought it to a repair shop for an oil change. The “maintenance
required” light was on, so I asked them to reset it. When I picked up the
car, | noticed that the electronic clock was not working. Instead of dis-
playing the time, it displayed “E/T: 93:04” and would continue to count
up as long as the engine was running. I went back into the repair shop,
and they tried playing with the radio fuses, but could not correct the
issue. They told me that the clock display was now showing the engine
elapsed time. Any thoughts on how to get the display to show the time?

Al There are times simple things feel complicated and you need to
just look in the vehicle owner’s manual for clarity. You need to use the
mode setting and toggle back to the clock. Today nearly all newer cars
have owner’s manuals online. As an example, https://www.toyota.com/
owners/resources/warranty-owners-manuals.camry.2005
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the helm of the Spartans base-  Spartan skipper was not all that  affair,” Rice said. “We didn’t
ball team and outside of the worried. And before too long take anyone out, but we shuffled
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Continued on from page 16

sixth game our bats finally got
going against Blackstone Valley
and we had 18 runs on 14 hits.
We felt the momentum switching
our way.”

When the Spartans finally
got things going their way on the
diamond, all 11 wins were not
all one-sided as Uxbridge
scrapped together a 2-0
and 2-1 win while also
securing a walk-off win
during the streak allowing
them to finish 14-4 on the
regular season. With their
14 wins Uxbridge was
awarded the number two
seed in the Central Mass
Tournament and  after
picking up two wins they
unfortunately fell 2-1 to
#15 Tyngsboro.

Next, it’s onto the Divi-
sion 4 State Tournament
where Uxbridge will be
the number two seed and
will open up on June 6th
against the winner of Wah-
conah (#31) and Assabet
(#34).

“I’'m hoping that we can
continue to play good base-
ball and make a run through the
State Tournament. Once you
get here anything can happen;
we just got to keep working hard
in practice and be ready when
we begin,” the Uxbridge Coach

said. “I knew that this was a

talented team, but we have cer-
tainly past my expectations hav-
ing won 16 games so far.”

As the Spartans get ready to
battle it out in the State Tour-
nament the team has done been
able to do so with a majority of
underclassmen. Rice has three
freshman and four sophomores

on his roster this season with

the addition of three juniors and
three seniors.

“I typically don’t have more
than one freshman starting on
the team, but I knew that these
kids had the talent to play,” he

said. “I had high expectations
but with freshman you never
know as it can go either way.”

The reason Rice went with
the abundance of underclassmen
was that he only had four return-
ing varsity players coming back
and only two of them were start-
ers. Being on the younger side
things could go either way once
they took to the field.

With only three se-
niors gracing the ros-
ter Rice was looking
for leadership from his
three-character guys.
Two of the three seniors
also took to the mound
for the Spartans. Se-
niors Zach Feeney and
Sam Walton accounted
for 9 wins and 2 loses
throughout the season.
Feeney, the team’s start-
ing third baseman when
he’s not on the hill, was
the team’s workhorse
while Walton, who saw
the occasional stint in
the outfield, pounded the
strike zone. Walton threw
a three-hit win against
Advanced math and
Science when they were
undefeated at the time.

The team’s third starter and
the team’s starting shortstop was
freshman Charlie Criscola, who
managed to go 4-1 for the Spar-
tans. During in early scrimmage
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Rice noticed that the freshman
had what it took to pitch on the
varsity level.

Jack Sander was the team’s
third and final senior. Originally
a left fielder he was moved to
centerfield last season due to
his ability to get a good read on
the ball. Rice also noted that the
now centerfielder also has a can-
non for an arm.

Offensively Uxbridge was
led by Criscola who has batted
429 with 14 RBI and 19 runs
scored as the team’s leadoff hit-
ter, through the regular season
and into the first three tourna-

ment games. Behind Criscola,
sophomore Aidan Blood, who
batted third for the team, has hit
371 with 17 RBI and 24 runs
scored. Freshman catcher Talen
Rosborough batted second in
the Uxbridge lineup this year.

While Rice and the Spartans
still have the Division 4 State
Tournament to partake in at the
time of this writing the Uxbridge
skipper is excited about what
next year brings.

“I don’t want to push the se-
niors out just yet, but we've got
the majority of the team coming
back next year so it’s going to be

fun to watch and see what they
can do this year in the tourna-
ment,” said the Coach. “Getting
there at bats this year at such a
young age will only be valuable
in the future.”

Despite beginning the season
on a down note Uxbridge is
clicking on all cylinders as they
prepare for the State Tourna-
ment. As Rice tells his team
“It’s not how you start but how
you finish” and the Spartans are
playing some of their best base-
ball as of late.

MULCH and MORE!
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¢ Dark Pine * Black  Screened loam

e Compost loam / Compost
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Daniels Farmstead issues call for volunteers

The Farmstead begins its new
summer and fall season on the
first Sunday in July. The Farm-
stead will be open into October,
Belinda Mazur announced.

Historic Daniels Farmstead,
286 Mendon St. in Blackstone,
is preparing for an exciting 2022
season with a number of special
events planned for the enjoy-

ment of its patrons. Among the attractions visi-
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9 Weeks Of Camps
Sports « Activity « Educational

REGISTRATION
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tors to the Farmstead can look Daniels Farmstead is appre-
forward to this year are “Fourth
at the Farm,” “Classic Movie
Night Series,” “Antique Trac-
tor, Truck and Car Show,” and

“A Polish Picnic at the Farm.”

ciative of the support it gets from
the community. There is a need
for volunteers, members, spon-
sors, community representative
and donors. Please think about

Mazur said.
For further details go to
info(@danielsfarmstead.org.

helping out in the garden, sell-
ing Daniels Farmstead produce,
working in Doris’s kitchen on
Sundays or assisting with events.

Volunteers become part of the
Daniels Farmstead family, Ms.
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Septic Tank Pumping - Septic Systems Maintenance and Repairs
Sewer & Water Service - Grease Trap Pumping - Excavation Service
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774.276.6970
BLACKSTONESEPTICSERVICE.COM

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and Related Products

Pool Cover Repair | « Full Awning Service - Installation, Removal & Cleaning
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E. Douglas, MA
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FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE

SALES « SERVICE * INSTALLATION

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON,
MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, MILLBURY, WEBSTER,
GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE

Heating - Air Conditioning
24 Hour Burner Service

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
(intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter
how impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving please
the Heart of God. Believer

automotive

é' ﬁwck ﬁmler Repmr

508-278-6924

Kris Sutton
kris@streetcarsolutions.com

290 Providence Rd:
S. Grafton, MA

e, (78 :
STREET CAR
SOLUTIONS

StreetCarSolutions.com

508-839-7071
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Deadline to

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department

The “REAL ID” driver’s
license program is now within
one year of full implementa-
tion in Massachusetts. This is
a federal security program cre-
ated in 2005, due to the Sep-
tember 2001 terrorist attacks.
The goal is to have standard-
ized and secure identifications
issued throughout the country.
This enables people to use their
license as an official identifica-
tion for domestic air travel or to
enter federal facilities. Under
this program, Massachusetts
ID’s will meet similar standards
as other states. This was sup-
posed to be in effect as of Octo-
ber 2020, however; due to the
COVID-19 emergency, several
dates have been moved. Since
we continue to receive questions
on this, I was asked to provide
some updates on this program.

People who have valid licens-
es have a choice of obtaining a
standard driver’s license or a
REAL ID. Both are available
for issue by the Massachusetts
Registry. In Massachusetts, the
deadline to obtain a REAL
ID was extended until May 3,
2023. This means after that
date, only a REAL ID or a
valid passport would be an ac-
ceptable form of identification
to fly domestically or enter fed-
eral buildings. These pandem-
ic-related moves have allowed
everyone more time to obtain
these ID’s. If you wish to ob-
tain a standard license you can
follow the same renewal plan
as before. This may be done
online or in person at a Mass
DOT Registry point. Should
you wish to obtain the REAL
ID, it must be done in person,
at a Registry or an AAA office
if you are a member. You will
be required to provide proof of

obtain real ID closing in

citizenship or lawful presence,
your Massachusetts residency
information, and social secu-
rity number. A passport or an
original birth certificate (with
raised seal) are a valid proof
of citizenship. In addition, for
the REAL ID, you will need
some documentation that will
display your full 9-digit Social
Security Number. These can
include a pay stub, W2 form,
1099 form, a tax return, and
any other official document that
has the full number. Should
you be required to prove resi-
dency, you can use any number
of documents that display a
residential (not PO Box) ad-
dress. For married individuals,
who have changed their name,
an original marriage certificate
is generally required. A piece
of first-class mail issued within
60 days, a tax or utility bill, or
other official correspondence
proves your residence status.
More information can be found
at  https://www.mass.gov/
guides/massachusetts-identi-
fication-id-requirements.
The form of license you
wish to have is your choice. If
you have no intention of flying
or using this to enter federal
buildings, the standard license
is fine. If you wish to use a
REAL ID, you will need to
have it in place by May 2023.
According to Mass DOT, ap-
proximately 41% of drivers
have obtained these REAL
IDs so far. They advise every-
one seeking these documents
to make an appointment soon.
The appointments will fill up
closer to the date and may not
be available. Please review the
proper documentation to bring
with you to obtain the REAL
ID to avoid multiple trips to
the Registry and the frustration
that accompanies it.
For those still seeking vac-
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cination or COVID related
information, it can be found
at www.dudleyma.gov or by
calling 508-949-8036. During
these challenging times, we, at
the Dudley Police Department,
greatly appreciate the support
we receive from our community.
Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments. Please send
them to me at the Dudley Police
Department, 71 West Main St.,
Dudley MA 01571 or email
at  swojnar@dudleypolice.
com. Opinions expressed in
this weekly column are those of
Chief Wojnar only and unless
clearly noted, do not reflect the
ideas or opinions of any other
organization or citizen.

REAL ID

Massachusetts Driver's
License/ID Card
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x CANNOT be processed online — must make a
reservation to visit an RMV Service Center or AAA
members can visit a AAA branch if not a first-time

applicant

federal buildings after May 3, 2023

N NSNS

federal purposes

If you want to increase natural lighting and improve the
energy efficiency and curb appeal of your home,
skylights are a great tool. Skylights come in many
shapes and sizes, and can be customized to fit the
unique dimensions and slope of your roof. Shine

Construction Inc. is an experienced skylight expert,
so for help finding the perfect skylights for your home,
don't hesitate to call our knowledgeable specialists.

CDNSTR’UCTIDN INC

Fully Licensed and Insured

Proof of U.S. citizenship or lawful presence required
Is a valid driver’s license or identification card
Is valid for up to 5 years or length of stay in the U.S

CAN be used to board a plane in the U.S. or enter

Is an acceptable form of identification for
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Standard
Massachusetts Driver's
License/ID Card

MASSACHUSETTS DRIVER'S

| ¢/ INOT FOR FEDERAL ID
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/ CAN potentially be processed online
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‘/ Proof of U S, citizenship or lawful presence required
/ Is a valid driver's license or identification card
/ Is valid fer up to § years or length of stay inthe U.S

CANNOT be used to board a plane in the U.S.
or enter federal buildings after May 3, 2023

x |s an unacceptable form of identification for
federal purposes
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BamilylOwned And Operated Since 1952.
124 ] Main St., Millbury
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS §

* Crown Boilers
* Williamson Furnaces
* Oil Tank Installs

ALL NEW

A3 YEAR PARTS
AND LABOR WARRANTY,
AS WELL AS THE
MANUFACTURERS

WARRANTY. .

Which will help prevent
system breakdowns.

HELP WANTED -

Central air conditioning
and ductless mini splits

Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

Heeping You Warm & Comfortable
L 508.434.1335

A Full Service Oil Company

24-Hour Emergency Service

WWW.LMTOIL.COM - WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

2 This course teaches a variety of required safety & health topics for everyday industry.

UMM[R CLASSES

Blackstohe Valley Education

sponsored by grant funding through the Regional -}; A
elopment Organization and MassachuSetts Office of Business Develor

OSHA 10hr General Industry Certification Course

R

Certification exam and card included.

Two sessions:

July 19-28, T/TH 5-8PM
or

Aug. 16-25, T/TH 5-8PM

(2 AWV

Introduction to Welding
This training prepares students with welding vocabulary, techniques and basic
operations of a welding gun using augmented reality welders.

Session:
July 18-Aug. 24, MON/WED 6-8:30PM

CNC Machinist Apprentice Course

This training is a commitment to 150 hours which includes topics on shop math, blueprint
reading, quality assurance, safety, work readiness, CNC mill operations, CNC lathe
operations and gcode. Upon completion of technical training, the apprentice will be
placed with a cooperative employer to receive on-the-job-training for 1year.

Session:
_ July18-Sept. 28, MON/WED/FRI 9AM-3PM
- w ____Bs
Variety Online Courses - *TUITION FREE WITH REDO GRANT!*
https://www.ed2go.com/blackstone/
or
https://careertraining.ed2go.com/blackstone/

Session:
ON YOUR TIME!

¥ Access the application by

scanning the QR code below!
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The Educational Prtner of the
Blackstone Valley Chamber

Don’'t spend
another summer

sweating!

Choose Morrissette & Son
as your installer, and receive:

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts &
Compressor Warranty for 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years
compressor)

-Financing through the MassSave
Heatloan
- Rebates through MassSave,
with processing on your behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly trained technicians with
Installation & Service
-Maintenance Contracts Available

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.

‘ MITSUBISHI
A7\ ELECTRIC

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Electrical f_:.gntr'actors.

ELECTRICAL * HVAC + GENERATORS
508-476-9879

MorrissetteElectrical.com

DlAMDND“%/;,
CONTRACTOR /

“Did you have water damage to your gutters?”
« Carpentry * Roofing

* Siding Repairs

* Aluminum Seamless Gutters

* Copper Gutters
 Gutter Guard

Installations

* Replacement Windows
e Repairs * House Cleanouts
e Cleaning  Handyman Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(508) 278-2202 =22

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES
www.gutters-downspouts.com

10% OFF ANY JOB™

MASS. REG.#128580
CSL #104402

*With this ad. Cannot be combined with other offers




