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Ray Gero, cribbage crew,
at home at Oxford Senior Center

By Rod Lee

A little over two weeks before Memo-
rial Day, Raymond F. “Ray” Gero, a
U.S. Army veteran of the Korean War,
was playing cribbage with some fellow
elders at the Oxford Senior Center, and
talking about a life that has been good
to him.

M. Gero is eighty-six years old. He
lives on Homestead Ave. with his wife
Joan. The Oxford Senior Center, which
is operated by the Oxford Council on
Aging and run by Laura Beth Wilson,
provides him with companionship he
enjoys, although this is not always ap-
parent in the innocuous insults that are
hurled back and forth between men and
women friends over a deck of cards.

“I enlisted at seventeen in Decem-

ber of 1953,” he said, after breaking

away from the cribbage table for a more
private conversation. “I was one of those
crazy kids who was always asking ‘what
are we going to do today?’ I underwent
basic training at Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky (located on the Tennessee border,
Fort Campbell is home to the 101st
Airborne Division and the 160th Spe-
cial Operations Aviation Regiment). |
wanted to see action. [ served in Ko-
rea for fifteen months. I was very lucky.
God was watching over me. Two days
out of Pusan, I got word the war was
ended. I landed in Fort Hood, Texas.”

He was discharged in 1955, his
three-year tour of duty complete.

He still wears his “Army veteran”
cap with pride.

Mr. Gero admits to a little difficulty
remembering certain facts from yester-
year, but he had no trouble recalling,

with a mischievous twinkle in his eye,
that “I got two GEDs, one at the ex-
pense of the government.”

He also has vivid recollections of his
days in the meat-processing industry in
the Worcester area, where he worked for
a number of companies including, he
says, “Gardner Beef, on Summer St.

“I was out of work and had twenty-
six dollars in my pocket. I went into
this place and a guy said to me ‘do you
want a job? Go in and grab a piece of
meat and bring it out to a freight car.’
I did loading, delivery and then break-
ing down the beef before it went to the
meat cutter. | worked for every meat
house in Worcester. I became a boner,
which paid more money,” he said, as he
described the various parts of a side of
beef he dealt with: the hind quarter, the
rump, the loin.

An affable and approachable man—
notwithstanding a crusty disposition—
Mr. Gero still possesses the massive
hands that one can envision having
served him well in the vocation of his
choice.

Cribbage and pitch are two of the
pastimes he indulges in at the Oxford
Senior Center. There are many to
choose from, Ms. Wilson says, pointing
to two lovely flower arrangements in her
office that had been made in-house.

The “menu” for this particular Fri-
day, she said, was “cribbage, lunch and
a movie. We have two big bus trips com-
ing up too. Both are sold out. We have a
couple of different knitting groups, they
make hats, scarves, lap throws, baby
blankets, and they donate a lot of stuff.”

Like Mr. Gero, Ms. Wilson feels at
home at the Oxford Senior Center, two

Ray Gero likes playing cribbage
and pitch at the Oxford Senior Cen-
ter.

Continued on page 2

By Rod Lee

Theresa Cohen’s family purchased
one hundred thirty acres of rich agri-
cultural land high atop Federal Hill
Road in Oxford in 2015. In the seven
years since, she has already transformed
Oxford Farms into a place residents of
the area can turn to for fresh fruits and
vegetables, flowers and meats.

“I bought this property from Big-
elow, the nursery people,” Ms. Cohen
said in her office on the grounds on the
morning of May 31st. “It is protected
farm land. There were no structures. |
put in a post-and-beam barn, a storage
shed, there are greenhouses, outdoor
gardens, and a flower and herb garden.
We are farming roughly one acre of
the land, half of which is forest, half of

which is open.”

Theresa Cohen, owner of Oxford
Farms, second from left, with
Amelia Kellner, Corey Foster and
Evan Lussier.
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An environmental engineer by trade,
Ms. Cohen has maintained a steady
focus on what she wants to do with Ox-
ford Farms. She has designated about
one-third of an acre to “no-till” farm-
ing (non-certified organic) and will be
utilizing the greenhouses to plant year-
round. The beef, lamb and chicken she
sells are produced by “100 percent
grass-fed” livestock, “no antibiotics or
de-wormers.”

Her chickens are pasture-raised.

“We are all about clean food, healthy
food and a respect for nature,” she says.
She relies on “the expertise of my live-
stock manager and garden manager” to
realize her vision for Oxford Farms.

Ms. Cohen’s plan might not have
been to become a farmer. But, she says,
“my kids had health issues so I got in-
volved with alternative health. My hus-
band and I started a recycling business
and he runs that.”

Apparently she has only just begun.

Continued on page 2
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CRIBBAGE

Continued from page 1

years after taking on the post of
director for the COA.

“I worked in the town clerk’s

office for three years and was
furloughed when Covid-19 hit
and (Town Manager) Jen Cal-
lahan asked me to take this on.
Little did I know that, two years
later, I'd be here,” she says.

Like many other Senior Cen-
ter buildings in South County
and Central Massachusetts, Ox-
ford’s looks from the outside as if
it could use updating.

But her seniors are not com-
plaining, Ms. Wilson says.

“Our seniors are happy.
They don’t like change.”
Contact Rod Lee at

rodlee. 1963 (@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

“A good-sized cribbage crew,” as Laura Wilson describes
the group, gathers for a game at the Oxford Senior Center

on the morning of May 13th.
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89 Southbridge St.

Auburn, MA
(across from Sword St.)

OXFORD
FARMS

Continued from page 1

Oxford Farms’ store hours are
Wednesdays, 9:00 to 11:00
a.m., Thursdays, 4:00 to 6:00
p.m., Fridays from 11:00 to
2:00 p.m., or by appointment.
A seasonal operation, Oxford
Farms is open from June through
October 3 1st. The farm hosted
a Harvest Fair in November and
a spring fair. Music festivals may
be coming. There is a pick-your-
own ingredient, for strawberries,
for instance—for “your total
farm experience.”

A cornerstone of the venture
is the “shares” component: veg-
etable, fruit and flower shares,
small meat shares and family
meat shares.

“We don’t box you in!” she
says in her promotional lit-
erature for the fresh vegetable
shares. “Our shares allow you to
choose what vegetables you get.
Your vegetables will be picked
shortly before you buy them,
fully vine-ripened and ready
to eat to insure best flavor and
highest nutrition. We are not
certified organic but we follow
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Above, a view of Oxford Farms’ post-and-beam barn from the entrance to the property on

Federal Hill Road in Oxford.

Below, some of the organically-grown plants that are available for purchase at Oxford

Farms.

organic practices—no chemical
pesticides, herbicides or fertil-
izers. We build soil health using
natural sources of fertility such
as compost, feather meal, fish
meal and alfalfa meal, natural
mulches and mineral amend-
ments based upon soil testing.”

Oxford Farms offers delivery
“and we sell to restaurants,”

Ms. Cohen said. “Dead Horse

Hill, Isadore’s Organics, the
Worcester food hub.”

Another goal she has in mind
is growing the farmstead’s retail

aspect, “bread, eggs and dairy.”

Ms. Cohen is proving to be
a capable steward of the land.
The previous owner “planted
trees for their nursery.” Her ob-

jective is much larger in scope.
“The purpose behind this

farm is to interact with people,”
she says.

Of the success she and her
approximately eight employees
have realized so far, she says
“you help yourself a lot if you
start with a good asset.”

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee. 1963 (@gmail.com or
774-232-2999.
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Small-town

Ignore the warnings pre-
sented as advertisements in the
newspaper and on television at
your own peril. This was the
message conveyed the week-
end before Memorial Day, as

seven yards of red cedar mulch
that had been delivered by
Chamberlain Construction of
Douglas lay like a cone-shaped
sand hill in the driveway—
waiting to be spread.

For years there had been the
cautionary messages, includ-
ing the ones flashing across
the TV screen that depicted a
man, bare from the waist up,
whose back is covered in nasty,
festering welts; accompanying
this image, symbolic bolts of
lightning, as further evidence
that shingles and all of the
pain that comes with it is not
to be taken lightly.

So began an ordeal that
had loomed as a threat since
childhood, and an outbreak of
chicken pox.

Day One (May 21)

The front flower bed, facing
the street, was mulched within
an hour or so, the bright wood
chips lying in perfect comple-
ment to the leafy lamb’s ear
and azalea bushes and iris
and rhododendron and lu-
pine that were just starting
to bloom. Mary Trottier, a

medicine show

neighbor, driving by, stopped
to say “looking good” and to
point out that she appreciated
the restaurant column in the
Xpress newspapers for hav-
ing given a battered industry
the attention it deserved as it
fights back from the ravages
of the pandemic. Early after-
noon arrives. | he first twinges
of pain on the left side of the
head.

Day Two (May 22)

A trip to Urgent Care and
a wvisit with Dr. Scheinfein,
who after examining my ears
for wax buildup (which I am
prone to) and the scalp at the
top of my head (“I'm jealous
that you have hair”) declares
“I believe this is shingles. [ am
going to prescribe an anti-viral
drug, Valacyclovir. Take one
tablet three times a day for sev-
en days.” The pain sharpens.
I manage to read the Sunday
papers, nap in the recliner,
and watch the final round of
the PGA championship. I
reach for the bottle of Exce-
drin Migraine tablets.

Day Three (May 23)

The mulch sits. It can wait.
The stabs are coming more
frequently. The Excedrin with
Valacyclovir 1s not touching
them. In the recliner, I can see
my left foot jump every time a

stab strikes. I call Northbridge
Our PCP

Dr. Anderson, has no open-

Primary Care.

ings but I can see the nurse
practitioner. I am convinced
the problem stems from wax
buildup in the left ear. I asked
for the ear to be flushed and
Tess Green willingly com-
plies. She flushes the right
ear too for good measure. But

her verdict is the same as Dr.
Scheinfein’s: shingles, which,
she explains, can be caused
by the massive headache I am
experiencing. She puts me on
a combination of Tylenol and
Ibuprofen and says “keep tak-
ing the anti-viral med too.”

Day Four (May 24)

I discuss my situation with
Tess, on the telephone. I tell
her I had to force myself to
sleep through the pain and
that as soon as four hours or
SO pass the pain returns, every
bit as severe as before. She
expresses concern and says it
will take some time for the mix-
ture of two Tylenol tablets and
three Ibuprofen to work their
magic. “Let me know how you
are doing,” she says. “If things
don’t get better in a day or so,
I will put you on a steroid.”

Day Five (May 25)

[ want to avoid the ER in
Milford at all costs. Milford
Regional is a great hospital
but a man I know mentioned
that he had taken his wife there
for a shoulder issue at 10:00
p.m. and they didn’t leave
for home until 6:00 the next
morning. | stick to the regi-
men and do virtually nothing.
Late in the afternoon, still in
discomfort, I call for Tess and
the woman at the desk takes
my message.

Day Six (May 26)

In the morning, a nurse calls
to pass along word from Tess.
“Tess 1is prescribing Predni-
sone. lake that in the morn-
ing with food. It may cause
sleep restlessness. Follow the
instructions on the container,
you have to taper the dosages
day-to-day. Keep taking the

Adult Day Health Program

serving your community
Family Owned and Operated

* Reliable Partner Assisting Families

* Offering Skilled Nursing ¢ Personal Care
e Case Management ¢ Recreation * Homey, Fun & Secure
* Nutrition and Transportation Services

*We Follow CDC/MA COVID-19 Guidelines

it with the folks at Accord.”

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s
dementia progressed to the point that
she was no longer able to live by herself;
| was in desperate need of help and found f

--Marcia T

ADULT DAY CENTER
10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570

www.accorddaycenter.com

508-949-3598
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combination of Tylenol and
Ibuprofen. You can keep tak-
ing the anti-viral pill too.”
Day Seven (May 27)
I wake to twinges at 5:00

a.m., get up, toast and butter
some bread, take the Predni-
sone with a large glass of water

and then the Tylenol and Ibu-

profen with another large glass

BENOIT’S
LIGHTING, INC.
2Z0% OFF

of water. “From virtually no
pills at my age I have become
a pill popper,” I say.

I go back to bed, waiting for
the medicine to kick in.

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee. 1963 @gmail.com  or
774-232-2999.

EVERYTHING!!!

HURRY!!! CLOSING SOON!!!

16 Pleasant Street (Jct. Rt. 56/Rt. 9), Leicester, MA

Thursday-Friday 10am-3pm *Saturday 10am-1pm

508-892-0080 ¢ www.benoitslighting.com

SAVE THE DATE!

The Quiet Corner Garden Club invites you to:

Garden Tour 2022

Gardens and Art in the Countly
Saturday, July 9, 2022 - 9am - 4pm

Featured gardens will offer a diversity of unique and varied gardens filled with [ T
lush perennials, shade gardens, historic farms, pocket gardens, P
vegetable gardens, formal gardens and intriguing patios and outdoor spaces.
Additionally, all the gardens will have entertainment: Plein air artists,
musicians, and artisans working their crafts.

Tickets: $20 if pre-ordered
$25 day of event

FREE for children under 12

Pre-order your tickets online at: www.quietcornergardenclub.com
or send this order form with you payment to:
QCGC, P.O. Box 1004, Woodstock, CT 06281

Name: Phone:
Email Address:
Number of tickets: Amount enclosed:

Mailing Address:
(Your ticket wil be available at the Woodstock Fairgrounds, “Will Call” Table at 9 AM, Saturday, July 9, 2022

The Quiet Corner Garden Club is a non-profit organization and proceeds from this event are used for
scholarships and civic projects.

ord Farms “.

Selling Vegetable
and Meat Shares

June thru October

Full, Small & Every
Other Week Shares

103 Federal Hill Road, Oxford
oxfordfarmsma.com
theresa.oxfordfarms@gmail.com
Store Hours:

Wed. 9-11 ¢ Thurs. 4-6 * Fri. 11am-2pm
or by appointment 617-697-8602
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MULCH - WOOD CHIPS « COMPOST
SAND - STONE + LOAM

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A),
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

REUPHOLSTERIT!:

Don’t throw that comfortable chair away!

DUMAS

Decorating Center
CARPET « WOOD + VINYL « WALLPAPER « PAINT

www.DumasDecoratingCenter.com

470 Riverside Dr. (Rte 12)
N. Grosvenordale, CT
860-923-9619

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm ¢ Sat 9am-Noon
Evenings by Appointment

P.O. Box 77
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Canadian Author Deborah Ellis.

Deb Horan, owner of Book-
lovers’ Gourmet, 72 E. Main

I St., Webster, reports “plenty
REGLAZE:
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novel”
The Patron Thief of Bread, in
which an eight-year-old strug-

tacular middle-grade

gles with her loyalties.

In the Whiter’s Life, Cana-
dian author Deborah Ellis dis-
cusses Step, ten stories about
the journeys a child takes on
their eleventh birthday; the gift
her grandmother unwittingly
left; and a line by Chaim Po-
tok that gets her through tough
times.

In Black Boy Smile: A

New reviews featured in latest
Shelf Awareness

Memoir in Moments, D. Wat-
kins moves into new, vulnerable
territory. Watkins wrote about
growing up in east Baltimore

in The Cook Up and The
Beast Side. Now, in Black Boy
Smile, he dissects what he calls
“the lie” codes of Black mascu-
linity that forced him into stoic
silence in order to survive his
upbringing. In his new memoir,
Watkins practices the oppo-
site—he shares traumatic mem-
ories of sexual abuse and vio-
lence as well as ways in which
“the lie” inhibited his growth
and happiness. Through it all,
his love for the people of east
Baltimore shines through, and
Watkins’s story is ultimately a
hopeful, redemptive one.
Roger Angell, the “elegant
and thoughtful baseball writer
who was widely considered
among the best America has
produced,” died May 20 at
age 101, the New York Times
reported. His well-informed,
lyrical baseball season wrap-
up essays in the New Yorker
became a tradition. As a fic-
tion editor, he discovered and
nurtured writers like Ann Be-
attie, Bobbie Ann Mason and
Garrison Keillor, and worked
closely with authors like Vladi-
mir Navokov and John Updike.
The best books this week:

Our Last Days in Barcelona
by Chanel Cleeton; Wild Prety,
by Brian Klingborg; Are We
Ever Our Own, by Gabrielle
Lucille Fuentes; Two Nights
in Lisbon, by Chris Pavone;
Never Coming Home, by Han-
nah Mary McKinnon; Hide,
by Kiersten White; The Hon-
eymoon Cottage, by Lori Fos-
ter; Breadsong: How Baking
Changed Our Lives, by Kitty
Tait, Al Tait; My Moment:
106 Women on Fighting for
Themselves;; The Uncollected
Essays of Elizabeth Hardwick,
Alex Andriesse, editor; The
Best of the Rejection Collec-
tion: 297 Cartoons That Were
Too Dark, Too Weird, or Too
Dirty for ‘“The New Yorker’;
Malibu Rising, by Taylor
Jenkins Reid; Falling, by T.J.
Newman; The Dictionary of
Lost Words, by Pip Williams;
Diary of a Young Naturalist, by
Dara McAnulty; Unequal: A
Story of America, by Michael
Eric Dyson, Marc Favreau;
Francis Discovers Possible, by
Ashlee Latimer, illustrated by
Shahrzad Maydani; Inheri-
tance: A Visual Poem, by Eliz-
abeth Acevedo, illustrated by
Andrea Pippins;; Burn Down,
Rise Up, by Vincent Tirado.

every day treats and remember how ice cream used to

YOU deserwve an ice cream treat! Come and tuwy the Phaun’s

when you were a Rid! Our Hand-Made and Churned delights
are made with the freshest ingredients in small batches.

C%@&W%/ﬂ

YOUR ICE CREAM PRESCRIPTION

taste

Pick up an Ice Cream Pie for

your Parties or Barbecues!

S$16 feeds 6-8 people. Made with your favorite
ice cream with a graham cracker
crust or Oreo cookie crust. Can be

Dairy Free Options

Summer Hours
Wed. & Thurs. 3-8pm

Fri. & Sat. 2-9pm
Sunday 2-8pm

10% off

with this ad on

Avalilable!

The cream is heavenly, the flavors and drinks are unique! picked up and made while you wait.
. Check our Facebook page for Weekly Specials! I i

New Ice Cream flavors

*Smores
*Watermelon Kiwi
*Orange Pineapple -
*Tropical Cream Ice
sLemon Snap Ice Cream

New Drink.....

Creamsicle (vanilla ice
cream and orange juice.
Adult drink has vanilla vodka.)

Also offering

Toasted Coconut, German Chocolate Cake
Strawberry Rose Dairy Free
Raspberry Chardonnay Sorbet
Also try our Strawberry Shortcake!

Now offering Softserve!

Try a piece of our soft serve pie
(graham cracker crust or Oreo
.with a scoop of
hot fudge or strawberries &
whipped cream! Oh how

yummy! Also try our form of
__ the blizzard called a

Cow-a-Bunga. Come give it a try!

Cookie Crust)..

185 West Main St.  Dudley, MA 01571 » 774-696-0193
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Turn out, Webster residents, for crucial June vote!

By Janet Stoica

Where have all the Webster
voters gone? That is, the vot-
ers who want to see the state
pay over half of the town’s high
school building repairs.

For six years, the town has

submitted paperwork to the
Massachusetts School Build-

ing Association (MSBA) and
has been resoundingly rejected.
This year, however, the MSBA
has finally approved over a 50%

reimbursement rate for Webster
to repair and replace failing
infrastructure at Bartlett High
School. However, at the May
ballot box and town meeting,
Webster voters have rejected this
prized Webster share by narrow
margins.

After the rejections and fac-
ing the reality of Webster shoul-
dering 100% of repair costs,
Webster’s selectmen and School
Committee have voted to bring
the MSBA reimbursement is-
sue to the voters once again in
June at a Special Town Meeting
and Ballot Box vote.

Webster voters are strongly
encouraged to review the fol-
lowing information provided by
Webster’s School Superinten-

dent, Ruthann Goguen, before
attending the June 21 Special
Town Meeting and Ballot Vote
on June 28:

* It is not every day that the
Massachusetts School Build-
ing Authority (MSBA) ac-
cepts
districts into their program and
then offers them millions

school communities/

of dollars to support a com-
munity’s responsibility to ad-
dress the costs associated with
schools facing issues because
things have reached the end
of their functioning life ex-
pectancy.

e The MSBA, which has a
dedicated revenue stream of one
penny of the state’s 6.25-per-
cent sales tax, is collaborating
with municipalities to equi-
tably invest in finding the
right-sized, most fiscally
responsible and education-
ally appropriate solutions
to create safe, sound, and
sustainable learning envi-
ronments. (Directly from their
website). So these funds came
from Webster residents and it
would be great to see them be-
ing put to good use for our com-
munity.

¢ The MSBA has commit-

ted to give the community of
Webster $51-$53 million dol-
lars toward the renovation of
Bartlett ONLY if the communi-
ty supports the $101,417,044
proposed renovation of Bartlett
High School at the BOTH
the Special Town Meeting
on June 21st at 6:30 p.m. (at
Bartlett) and Ballot Vote 7:00

L TN

¥

a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Town Hall.)
If this project is supported the
community’s portion of this
project would be an estimated
$49 million dollars over 30
years.

* Bartlett High School was
built in 1979 and no longer
meets code or state standards
for educational spaces. Building
components that have significant
simply because
of their age. It is important to

note, MSBA gave the district

extra points for maintenance,

deficiencies,

but things such as the roof,
windows, HVAC and boiler
system are so old they can no
longer be repaired they
need to be replaced. There
are also issues with classrooms
not meeting state standard sizes
and building wide ADA issues.

e For all of these reasons,
Webster was accepted into the

MSBA program in 2018. It
is important to note it took 6
attempts to get into this highly
competitive program. We have

worked with the MSBA since
2018 through the Eligibil-
ity Phase, Preliminary Design
Phase, Schematic Design Phase
and now we are at the Fund-
ing Phase. This funding is
only guaranteed until June
30th. Should the community
not support both upcoming
votes, the WWebster School
District loses the MSBA grant.

e It is important to note that
if this project is not sup-
ported at both the upcoming
votes, June 21st Special Town
Meeting and Ballot Vote June
28th, the MSBA grant goes
away.

* The capital improvements
and bringing the school up to
the code only option is esti-
mated to be $66 million dollars
that the town would be 100%
responsible for.

e [f the community supports
this proposed project at both
upcoming votes, they receive the
MSBA grant, and a renovated,
code compliant school that was
designed with 21st century
teaching and learning in mind.
We believe this renovation will
reduce school choice money as
we pay for students who choose
to attend a different high school.

* In short, the community
has the opportunity to access
the MSBA grant of $51-$53
million to assist with the major
system replacements and up-
date the learning environments
through a renovation of Bartlett
High School. This would cost
the community approximately
$49 million over 30 years.

e [f the community does not
vote to support the proposed
project, the issues with the
building are not going away. It
is estimated to be $66 million
to bring the building up to code

24 HQUR SERV)

we're Cheap

We do NOT add biofuel
to our product

DELIVERY AREAS
MASSACHUSETTS: Auburn, Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton,
Cherry Valley, Dudley, East Brookfield, Fiskdale, Holland, Leicester,
North Brookfield, North Oxford, Millbury, Oxford, Rochdale, Spencer,
Southbridge, Sturbridge, Sutton & Webster.
CONNECTICUT: N. Grosvenordale, Quinebaug, Thompson & Woodstock.

Monday-Friday 7:30am-5pm
Saturday 9:30am-2pm

* 24 Hour Emergency Service

* Automatic Delivery

* Fuel Assistance Accepted

e Licensed in House Technicians
(NO subcontracting)

* Burner Service

* 0il Tank Installations
(Free Estimates)

r}(----_----_----_'l

5¢ OFF

PER GALLON

OF OIL
OF 175 GALLONS OR MORE

Must present coupon.
Offer cannot be combined.

OFFICE LOCATION: 34 NEWMAN AVE., SOUTHBRIDGE

and these costs would be borne
entirely by taxpayers. The $66
million cost is based upon a one-
time current borrowing; in the
event that the code only option
is spread out over several differ-
ent borrowings, the estimated
cost to the town drastically in-
creases beyond the $66 million.

e Support of the project is
a community wide commitment
to the future generation of stu-
dents in the Town of Webster,
and the ability for these students
to utilize current technology and
throughout

learning  systems

their high school years.

¢ Other communities, in-
cluding several other local com-
munities, have started the pro-
cess that Webster began eight
years ago. Non-support of the
project at the upcoming votes
will place Webster behind these
communities in any future grant
request to the MSBA.

More information on this
proposed project can be found
https://www.webster-schools.

org/domain/1891

Contact Janet:
TheYankeeXpress.com

Jjstoica@

\.

™

Short-Term Rehabilitation « Long-Term Care

Hospice Stays « Respite Care

HE MEADOWS

A Vibra Transitional Care Facility

111 Huntoon Memorial Highway e Leicester, MA 01542
Phone: 508.892.6800 ¢ www.vhmeadows.com

v

Jim & Ralph - CT Licensed and Board Certified
Hearing Instruments Specialists
Cadll today to schedule your Hearing Evaluation
and FREE Better Hearing Test Drive.

amplisound ™

We help you bring your hearing back to life

HEARING CARE CENTERS
800-835-2001 *« PUTNAM, CT

Let us check your Medicare supplement
for hearing aid coverage. We are a provider
for most major insurance companies.

k=3 @@ www.amplisound.com | f



https://www.webster-schools.org/domain/1891
https://www.webster-schools.org/domain/1891

6 The Yankee Xpress * www.theyankeexpress.com ¢ June 10, 2022

TheYankeeXpress

Promoting businesses every month.

Let us help your business grow.
Contact: ads@theyankeexpress.com

FATHER"S IDAY

Brunch at Union Station

Sunday, June 19 9am-4pm

Adults: $29.95
Ages: 6-12 $19.95
Ages: 2-5 $12.95
Plus tax & tip
Breakfast ltems,

Hot Entrees,

Salads and Fresh Fruit,
Assorted breads and more ...

See the menu at
www.maxwellsilvermansbanquet.com

Call 508 755-6408 or 508 755-1200

for more information

Maxwell Luciano’s Banquet & Conference Center at Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester, MA 01608

The

Fels
For

Pizzeria Bruno:
a touch of Italy
close to home

By Rod Lee

First impressions created
by the new Pizzeria Bruno in
the southeast corner of Pleas-
ant Valley Crossing in Sutton
are entirely favorable, offering
proof that “the boy can be taken
out of Italy, but Italy not out of
the boy.”

Talking about the venture
on the afternoon of May 27th,
Marcello Bruno, owner of Piz-
zeria Bruno with his brother
David, said the restaurant is an
extension of a family business
in the Milan area of his native

country that dates to the mid-
1990s.

CATERING

Full Menu of Hot and Cold Foods

and all your Special Occasions!
BOOK YOUR COOKOUT HERE

We will come to you and barbecue everything
from burgers to a full pig roast!

s '
for Graduations, Showers, Weddings »_‘

Started Memorial Day
Chicken or Beef Kabobs

Hot Dogs & Hamburgers
Plus all our regular menu

Boneless BBQ Ribs Sub $8.00

{ Imported Ham §5.99/1b
Land o Lakes pre-sliced Am. cheese....... $5.99/Ib
Roast Beef $10.99/Ib
T 0 T — §9.99/Ib

Chicken Parm Sub
Meatball Sub
Eggplant Parm Sub

EB
(

[l e

ACCEPTED
NOW! |
W

JUNE
SANDWICH SPECIAL
Corned Beef or
Pastrami Reuben

ok
*-New Speclals FRUIT & DELI "’
= $9.00 menu

508-943-3303
31 Thompson Rd., Webster

(in the New Nipmuc Plaza)
Open: Tues. thru Fri. 9-5;

E Sat. 9-4; Sun. 9-2, Closed Mondays

24
Lobster Roll”
$2299

“We are trying do exactly
what we did in the past, in
Italy, same oven, same brand,”
Mr. Bruno said. “We import
flour, cheese, chips, soda, beer
and wine from Italy. I live three
minutes from here, it’s very
nice. When we saw this location
for the first time, we fell in love
with it. Mike O’Brien (of Gal-
axy Development, developer of
the plaza) is a good guy.”

[talia-themed  throughout,
Pizzera Bruno features wood-
fired, brick-oven pizza in a vari-
ety of combinations and flavors.
There is red pizza (no cheese),
classic pizza, gourmet pizza
and white pizza, along with

calzone, panini, piadina (flat
bread), a butcher mix (plate of
meat and cheese), salad, focac-
cia and dessert.

Pizza toppings include ar-
tichokes,
rabe,

arugula, broccoli
capers, cherry tomato,
eggplant, egg, French fries, hot

dog, mozzarella, mushrooms,

also available.

Telephone ordering is pro-
vided at 508-917-8182.
Beverly Ric-
ciardona of Millbury, finishing
lunch with her husband, said.

“The music is good too.”

“Delicious,”

Already drawing steady pa-
tronage, Pizzeria Bruno joins

Marcello Bruno of Pizzeria Bruno in Sutton, with his wife
Ang and employee Kyle Conlin.

Kalamata olives, red onions,
peppers, pesto, red sauce, sau-
sage, smoked caciotta cheese,
spinach, taleggio cheese, truffle
sauce, zucchini and ricotta
cheese. Brie cheese, gorgonzola
cheese, grana cheese, bresaola,
ham, hot soppressata, ndujga,
poricini mushrooms, prosciutto,
shrimp, speck, tuna, meat sauce
and buffalo-milk mozzarella are

such food and drink enterprises
as Five Guys and Starbucks
in an ever-expanding Pleasant
Valley Crossing, which is an-
chored by a Market 32.

Contact Rod Lee with news
for The Feisty Fork column at
rodlee. 1963 @gmail.com or
774-232-2999.

ANDY'S

Neighborhood Canteen
(508) 461-7512
@andysneighborhoodcanteen

e Wednesdays -
$6 Sandwich Night

e Thursdays °
Trivia Night @ 7:30

e Friday & Saturday -
Live Music & Food Pop-Ups

follow on social media for details

Wed-Fri 4:00-Late
Saturday Noon-Late
Sunday Noon-7:00

.

9 Frederick Street, Webster, Mass.

_J
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NOTE: Community bulletin board-
type items are welcome for inclu-

notice to rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

sion in the Happenings! section of
the Xpress newspapers. Please al-
low enough lead time for publica-
tion. Emai your calendar or event

THROUGH JUNE 30

+ “Forget-me-not...An Artist’s
Healing Journey Through Flowers and
Inspiration,” by Cindy Smith, will be
on display for the entire month in the

Internships are a strength of the operation at Southwick’s
Zoo in Mendon, where Earth Limited’s fundraising BASH
will take place on Friday, June 24.

café qallery of Booklovers’ Gourmet,
72 E. Main St., Webster, during reqular
business hours, Tues.-Sat., 10-5 and
Wednesdays 10-6. A meet-the-artist
reception will take place on Saturday,
June 24 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. For
more information contact Deb Horan
at 508-949-6232 or deb@bookovers-
gourmet.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11

+ A Community Yard Sale/Plant
Sale will be held at First Congregation-
al Church, 128 Central Ave., Auburn,
8:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Spaces are avail-
able for $25, tables (on a limited basis)
for $5. Annuals and perennials. Call or
text Cindy, 774-238-0260, or contact
the church office, 508-832-2845, for
further details.

+ Open Sky Community Services
announces a spring return for the 37th
Annual Valley Friendship Tour from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The event will
startand end at the Alternatives Whitin
Mill complex, 50 Douglas Rd., Whitins-
ville, with yoga, music, raffles and food
on the Dennis H. Rice Community Plaza
at the same address. Participants can
choose between a one-mile walk (the
“Golden Mile”), a 5K walk/run, or a 30-
mile bicycle ride. The Valley Friendship
Tour has been the signature fundrais-
ing event for Alternatives Unlimited
(now Open Sky Community Services)
for 33 years. Since it began it has raised
over $3 million in support of individu-
als and families in Central Massachu-
setts, including $160,000 in 2021. To
pre-register $30), visit openskycs.org/
vft2022. Registration the day of the

Proudly Serving the
Community for
&. 0 Years

1/
\\ /I/'
RONNIE’S,
seafoo

Route 31 Charlton Derport

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

Soft Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard
Ice Cream
Specializing in Fresh
Fried Seafood

q WE AC(EPT

K& CRepiT CRDS

Pick Your Own

STRAWBERRIES

Season Opening June 11
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event s $35.

« Memphis Sun Mafia, an Elvis trib-
ute trio, kicks off the Summer Concert
Series at Douglas Orchard and Farm,
36 Locust St., Douglas. $10 cash per
person 16-and-older, kids admitted
free, 5:30-8:00 p.m. No rain date. Go
to douglasorchardandfarm.com for
further info.

MONDAY, JUNE 13

« Blackstone Valley Tech’s annual
golf tournament will be held at High-
fields Golf & Country Club in Grafton.
Proceeds benefit the school’s Education
Foundation and Athletic Department
activities and programs.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15

XThe McCartney Years: Live in Con-
cert will be presented as a day trip to
Danversport, Danvers, by the North-
bridge Senior Center. The cost, $101
per person, incudes the show and a
plated lunch before the performance.
Sign up with Amy at the front desk. Call

508-234-2002 for more info.

+ Hullers are needed from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 139 Center Road
in Dudley to help hull strawberries for
the Dudley Grange’s annual Strawberry
Festival on June 16th.

« A BangoGals concert will take
place at the Asa Waters Mansion, 124
Elm St., Millbury, from 6:00 to 7:15
p.m. Free admission.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16

« The Memphis Sun Mafia Band will
bring Memphis to Northbridge with an
acoustic journey through the music if
Elvis at the Northbridge Senior Center,
20 Highland St., Whitinsville, from
noon to 1:30 p.m. Doors open at 11:45
a.m. Tickets are needed for this event,
which includes a BBQ-themed lun-

Continued on page 8

Sﬁack&z 8“&@1&6 Conyenichice Store

Follow us on Instagram @snack_smoke20 ¢ Follow us on Facebook @ Snackandsmoke20

- Chips * Soda * Gatorade
Monster Energy
Red Bull + Milk
Juice + Ramen Noodles
Cigarettes
Smoking Accessories
And Much, Much More!
ALL AGES WELCOME!

268 Main St., Webster
508-461-6102

Mon.-Sat. 8am-10pm ¢ Sun. 9am-10pm

3
E
5
|
3
=
3

Spring Outdoors!

March 19 to June 20

A season of adventures to explore
the National Heritage Corridor!
Visit TheLastGreenValIey org
for a sched

ﬁeﬁr Bngland

Dads don’t like cookouts

They like to dine out!

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

Open Thursday thru Sunday

9am to 1pm
Bring your own containers
or we can supply for a fee.

‘iCharlton
Orchards Farm

44 Old Worcester Rd. ¢ Rt. 20 « Charlton, MA
508-248-7820
Find us on Facebook: Charlton Orchards Farm

Self serve
Vegetable Wagon
open 9-5,

12:00 noon 2:30 p.m.  5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00p.m. 5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30p.m. 6:00 p.m.

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!

508-478-0871 + 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon T’

See Our Menu on our website
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook

=

£

PHANITIOM
GOURMET.
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HAPPENINGS!

Continued from page 7

cheon. Sign up with Amy at the front
desk. Call 508-234-2002 for more info.

« The Dudley Grange Strawberry
Festival returns. Something of interest
for all ages including musical enter-
tainment, children’s activities, food
from the grill and the Grange’s famous
strawberry shortcake; the event runs
from 4:00 p.m. until all the berries are
gone. For ticket info contact Karen at
508-341-6289.

+ Robert Black, an Elvis imper-
sonator, will perform at the Millbury
Senior Center, One River St., from 6:00
to 7:15 p.m. Call 508-865-9154 for fur-
ther info.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

« Brumbylon performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18

« The Sutton Historical Society’s
town-wide yard sale will be held from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Rain date is Sun-
day, June 19. The cost is $10 for partici-
pating resident addresses to be included
on a map and in advertising for the
event. Registration forms are available
at suttonhistoricalsocietyinc.org. Lim-
ited table space at the M.M. Sherman
Blacksmith Shop, 6 Singletary Ave., is
also available for $10. The Sodiety is ac-
cepting donated items (no upholstered
furniture or electronic equipment) and
will pick up if necessary. Contact sut-
ton1704@gmail.com for more details.

« Tony Soul Project, from the Delta
Blues to Soul to Rock & Roll, will per-
form as part of the Summer Concert

“Flowers and art have always been my passion...as | walk
this cancer journey, | found solace in painting and a pur-
pose in raising funds for my oncologist,” says Cindy Smith,

whose “Four Flowers”

is part of an exhibition at Book-

lovers’ Gourmet in Webster throughout the month of June.

Series at Douglas Orchard and Farm,
36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Admission is $10 per person 16-and-
older, kids get in free, no rain date.
Check douglasorchardandfarm.com for
further info.

FRIDAY, JUNE 24

« EARTH Limited’s largest annual
fundraiser is back for 2022 at South-
wick's Zoo in Mendon, from 5:00 to
10:00 p.m. Proceeds support EARTH
Limited’s many education initiatives,
such as internships, docent/volunteer
training, rhino encounters, zoo mo-
biles, wild adventure programs, junior
200 keeping and more. Guests will en-
joy an event of adventure and explore
the zoo after-hours. Go to earthltd.

org to purchase tickets. Email Betsey
Brewer Bethel at betsey@southwick-
sz00.com for more details about EARTH
Limited.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25

» Dark Desert Eagles, the ultimate
tribute band to The Eagles, comes to
Indian Ranch in Webster as part of
the Mike's Hard Lemonade Summer
Concert Series. Songs from The Eagles’
Greatest Hits 1971-1975 album along
with hits from Hotel California and
several gems from Joe Walsh’s solo ca-
reer will be featured in this live show.
Touched by the passing of Glenn Frey,
a co-founder of The Eagles, Pat Badger
(an original member of the multi-
platinum rock act Extreme) set out

Fridays & Saturdays, June 3,4,10,11 & 17 at
1:30pm e Saturday, June 18 at 2:00pm & 7:30pm
Sundays, June 5 & 12 at 2:00pm

Novelist Charles Condemine and his wife, Ruth, invite the eccentric medium Madame Arcati to their estate
to conduct a mystical seance as research for Charles' next book. When the seance goes awry, Charles is confronted
by the spirit of his temperamental first wife, Elvira, who only he can see or hear. Hilarity ensues as Charles
is pitted against both of his wives in this hilarious farce by Noel Coward.

Directed by: Nicholas Magrey

Ticket prices: Adults $22 e Students/Seniors/Military $18
Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

All seats reserved. Order your tickets online at

www.thebradleyplayhouse.org

Charge by phone: 860-928-7887
30 Front Sheer (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, CT

to form Dark Desert Eagles in paying
homage to The Eagles’ musicianship,
vocal harmonies and timeless catalog.
In doing so, “we really paid attention
to the wardrobe, the hairstyles, the
guitars. ..everything that made The
Eagles so cool,” he says.

Also upcoming at Indian Ranch:

June 5, Trace Adkins; June 11, The
Outlaws; June 19, The Mavericks; July
2, Michael Franti & Spearhead; July
8, Get The Led Out; July 9, Scott Mc-
Creery; July 17, Little River Band; July
23, Ann Wilson of Heart; July 24, Three
Dog Night; July 30, The Pike Hairfest;
July 31, TESLA; August 5, “Weird” Al
Yankovic; August 6, Collective Soul and
Switchfoot; August 7, Lost 80s Live;
August 12, ABBA The Concert; August
13, Badfish; August 20, Home Free;
September 2, Extreme.

Tickets are available at www.indi-
anranch.com, by calling 1-800-514-
3849 or at the Indian Ranch Box Office.

+Rolling Stones & CCRTributes: 19th
Nervous Breakdown with Kelly and the
Poor Boys: A Creedence Tribute Band,
will perform as part of the Summer
Concert Series at Douglas Orchard and
Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00
p.m. Admission is $10 cash per person
16-and-older, kids get in free, no rain
date. Go to douglasorchardandfarm.
com for more info.

TUESDAY, JUNE 28

« A Narragansett Bay Lighthouse
& Cruise Tour is being offered by the
Millbury Senior Center. Cost is $110 per
person, all-inclusive, with departure
at 9:30 a.m. and return at 5:30 p.m. A
full-course luncheon is included. Call
508-865-9154 to sign up or for more
information.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30

« Tim VanEgmond will present an
outdoor concert, featuring traditional
and contemporary songs as well as
tales about what draws a community
together, the Northbridge Senior Cen-
ter, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, from
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Sign up with Amy at
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for
more info.

« Dan Gabel & The Abletones will
present a summer concert at the Asa
Waters Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury,
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Free admission.

North Grafton Elementary School. For
more details contact graftondthofju-
lyparade@gmail.com.

FRIDAY, JULY 8

« Stattic performs at Andy’s Neigh-
borhood Center, 9 Frederick St., Web-
ster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 9

« A Night of Zeppelin: A Led Zeppe-
lin Tribute Band, comes to Douglas Or-
chard and Farm, 36 Locust St., Douglas,
as part of the facility’s Summer Concert

@HME’@W

The popular band Get The Led Out returns to Indian Ranch
in Webster for a performance on Friday, July 8.

FRIDAY, JULY 1

« Euphoralites performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

MONDAY, JULY 4

« Celebrate the 4th on the Grafton
Common! Dress up in costume! Deco-
rate your bicycle! Build a float! Dress
up your dog! From North St. to Oak St.
starting at 12:00 p.m. Line up at the

Series, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. Admission is
$10 cash per person 16-and-older, kids
get in free, no rain date. Go to dougla-
sorchardandfarm.com for more info.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13

« A Blue Shades luncheon concert
will take place at the Asa Waters Man-
sion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from noon

Continued on page 9
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Sunmer fick Off Fandy

“A Day and Evening on Webster Lake”

Friday, June |7th at Indian Ranch

from 6:00-11:00 pm

Donnie Sadowsky and the Deloreans will be playing
Dancing, Raffles and Surprises

Celebrate this year’s successes: Pout Pond, Einstein, Polar Plunge, the
return of the Golf Tournament, Rain Garden Plans, Black Tie Gala
All lake groups will be represented

Members: $15.00, Non-members: $20.00. (I drink included)
Tickets may be bought on line:

. https://www.etix.com/ticket/p/50784 | 8/webster-lake-assocsummer-kick-off-party-webster-samuel-slaters-events:
WLA members have a passcode.Tickets may also be purchased at the door.
All memberships checked at the door
Join the WLA that evening ($25.00) and get the discounted price.

Be part of the organization that protects
our Lake and has fun while doing it.
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Continued from page 8

to 1:00 p.m. Free admission.

THURSDAY, JULY 14

« 4Ever Fab, a Beatles tribute band,
will perform at the Millbury Senior
Center, One River St., from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. Call 508-865-9154 for more info.

THURSDAY, JULY 21

« lcons & Legends Concert, includ-
ing a Maine Lobster Bake in York, is
being presented by the Northbridge
Senior Center. Cost is $110 per person.
Sign up with Amy at the front desk. Call
508-234-2002 for more info.

« Enjoy a Far from Eden summer
concert at the Asa Waters Mansion,

The music of Tom Petty will be showcased when the band
Petty Larceny performs at Douglas Orchard & Farm on Sat-
urday, July 30.

FRIDAY, JULY 15

« Joe Cicero performs at Andy's
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 16

« The town of Northbridge’s 250th
anniversary festivities will kick off with
a parade from the elementary school
on Crescent St. at 10:00 a.m. and con-
clude with fireworks at the middle
school on Linwood Ave. Gates will open
at 6:00 p.m. for the pyrotechnics show,
which will be preceded by activities for
the whole family: food trucks, music,
face painting, potato-sack races and
more.

« Douglas Orchard and Farm, 36 Lo-
cust St., Douglas, welcomes Araxas—a
Santana Tribute Band, for a show at
36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Part of the Douglas Orchard and Farm’s
Summer Concert Series. Admission is
$10 per person 16-and-older, kids get
in free, no rain date. Visit douglasor-
chardandfarm.com for more info.

123 Elm St., Millbury, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, JULY 23

« Exit 17th Band, a Rock & Roll
Band, will perform at part of Douglas
Orchard and Farm’s Summer Concert
Series, 36 Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-
8:00 p.m. Admission is $10 per person
16-and-older. Kids get in free, no rain
date.

FRIDAY, JULY 29

« Rockwell Valentine Jazz Trio per-
forms at Andy’s Neighborhood Center,
9 Frederick St., Webster, 7:00-10:00
p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 30

« Douglas Orchard and Farm's Sum-
mer Concert Series continues with a
performance by Petty Larceny, a Tom
Petty Tribute Band, 5:30-8:00 p.m.,
36 Locust St., Douglas. $10 cash per
person, kids are admitted free, no rain
date. Visit douglasorchardandfarm.
com. for more details.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4

« The Hip Swayers will perform
a summer concert at the Asa Waters
Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Free admission.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6

« 4 Ever Fab, a Beatles Tribute Band,
will perform as part of Douglas Orchard
and Farm’s Summer Concert series, 36
Locust St., Douglas, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Admission is $10 per person for those
16-and-older. Kids get in free, no rain
date. Go to douglasorchardandfarm.
com for more info.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9

« Judy Saves the Day, a puppet
show, will take place at the Asa Waters
Mansion, 123 Elm St., Millbury, from
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Free admission.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12

« Evan Wood Trio performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13

« Counterfeit Cash, a Johnny Cash
Tribute Band, will perform at Douglas
Orchard and Farm, 36 Locust St., Doug-
las, 5:30-8:00 p.m. Admission is $10
per person 16-and-older, kids get in
free, no rain date. Go to douglasorchar-
dandfarm.com for further details.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17

« Taking it to the Streets: The Ulti-
mate Doobie Brothers Tribute Show,
will be performed in Plymouth, New
Hampshire at the Flying Monkey
Theatre—a trip offered by the North-
bridge Senior Center. Show and a
buffet lunch are included at a cost of
$110 per person. Sign up with Amy at
the front desk. Call 508-234-2002 for
more info.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26

+ Joe Cicero performs at Andy’s
Neighborhood Center, 9 Frederick St.,
Webster, 7:00-10:00 p.m.

St. Roch Summer Festival

St. Roch Church, 332 Main St., Oxford will be holding their Annual Summer Festival on Sat-
urday, June 25 from 8 am — 6 pm in the church hall and an Enormous Garage Sale in the parking
lot. Other activities include: A giant Adopt-A-Basket raffle, crafts, gifts, handmade knitted items,
homemade baked goods, used books, and plants. Lunch will be served from 10:30-2:30.

On The Vzllage Green
"53rd Annual”

GRAFTON

Antiques & Arts Fair

@o@
General VAdmission) 35|
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MORE UPCOMING SHOWS THIS SLIMMER!

EXTREME................... R e S it s ] SEPTEMBER 2 - 7PM
AARON LEWIS AND THE STATELINERS... .. SEPTEMBER 3 « IPM
THE PIKE ROKEEST. ..ccoconamisisarmmimisisessmsvmismsrsssvosusniris SEPTEMBER 10 * I2PM
COUNTRYFEST....cciismmnisnisisasidinsiio e P SEPTEMBER II « I2PM
JAMEY JOHNSON ................ T R e s OCTOBER 8 ¢ IPM
SAMUEL Lake Tours and Specialty Cruises
A -% =0 - 3= | INDIAN PRINCESS
T RESTAURANT webster
SAMUEL SLATER’S RESTAURANT il Lt
SUNSET CRUISE JUNE 17 « 6:30PM
OPEN 11:30AM LAKE TOUR JUNE 19 © 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE JUNE 24 - 6:30PM
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY LAKE TOUR JUNE 25 - 10AM
SUNSET CRUISE JULY 1 - 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR JULY 2 - 10AM
FIREWORKS CRUISE JULY 3 - 7:30PM
MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE . JULY 7 « &:30PM
LAKE TOUR JULY 8 - 4PM
LAKE TOUR JULY 9 - 10AM
THE PIKE AWESOME B80'S
DANCE PARTY JULY 9 « &:30PM
SUNSET CRUISE JULY 15 - 7:15PM
LAKE TOUR JULY 17 - 10AM
= SUNSET CRUISE JULY 22 - 7:15PM
598 943 1639 WWW. SAMUELSLRTWE ':UM FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT

\__ WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM

The Indian Ranch Box Office is open Thursday through Monday, 10AM - 4PM. Tickets are also
available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing

and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.

com or call 508.943.3871. For event booking,

contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston,
Providence, Hartford and Springfield. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA.
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By Amy LeClaire

I couldn’t be happier with my
new pup, Luke Valentino. He’s
playful,

perfectly perfect. In some ways

pugnacious and Im-

he’s a typical pup; testing his
limits then dashing away from

entino already weighs a healthy
28 pounds and picking him up
is getting harder and harder.
Whether his behavior is typical
or atypical, one aspect has re-
mained constant with the numer-
ous dogs that I've owned. Train-
ing a dog takes a lot of time and
work, but the rewards of putting
forth the effort make a significant
difference in living happily ever
after (or not) with your pooch.
I'm not a professional trainer;
simply someone who has spent a
lot of time studying the behavior
of dogs. Since Luke is nearly

Luke visits Wells State Park, Sturbridge

me, a dirty sock in his mouth.
In others, he’s as unique as his
full name. “Thank you for be-
ing such a good boy, Luke.” |
kiss his nose and snout, traces of
puppy breath still evident, even
though he’s almost too big to be
held.

“Love you back, Mama.”
His body is pressed against my
chest, causing his hind legs to
open like a frog’s while his paws
rest on my shoulders. He licks
my full chin and face as though
cleaning dribbles of ice cream
from a cone. I can’t help but
giggle to my puppy’s innocence
and honesty. His appreciation
for me, I realize, falls somewhere
between loving me for me, and
the flavor of my facial cream.

“You’re the best puppy.”
Either way, I cherish moments

that are short-lived. Luke Val-

four months old, and we’re both
still in one piece (and living in
peace), | thought I'd shared my
secrets. L.uke Valentino has sto-
len my heart, along with a few
too many sneakers.

Training happens all the
time

Your dog may be able to sit
on command for a reward and
roll over (is there any benefit
from the crazy trick?) or even
hand you his paw in the kitchen,
but what about when the spon-
taneity of life gets in the way?
What if your dog is accustomed,
exclusively, to being trained in
isolation and, consequently,
freaks out in public? What if
a quirky terrier catches her eye
in the ice cream parlor line, and
she snakes through your legs to
drool over the poor dog? Or

WWW. TLCPETHAVEN.COVI

Over 30 years
in Business
Denise and

oA

X \

Grooming & Boarding

Bill Jones
&‘. .‘o Luxury Suites Available
)

In-Home Services Available

Dog and Cat

Doggie Daycare

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans

68 US Route 146, Sutton MA - 508-865-3180

Living with Luke

what if you need to host a party
and your hungry pooch causes a
guest to trip while counter surf-
ing?

It might be time to train.

Travel with your dog

Dogs need to learn how to
behave in human situations, es-
pecially if they are to live with
one. Traveling with your pet
offers hands-on opportunity to
train on the go, on the fly, and
on the scene. The more time you
spend with your dog, the more
training opportunities naturally
arise. Luke rides in the backseat,
seated comfortably in a travel
crate lined with a plush mat-
tress and chew toys. The sides
of the crate have netted windows
so that he’s enclosed, but can
still discern what’s happening.
We're going for a ride! His on-
the-go bed 1s designed for com-
fort, safety and leisurely naps.
He adores the prospect of a new
adventure equally as much as he
does the journey. In fact, often
times he’ll awaken to the sound
of my parked car and sit up with
bedhead, one ear flapped open.
“Where'd we end up? Mind if I
just relax here for a bit?” Luke is
more “chill” than most puppies
we’ve had. We often refer to him
as Professor Luke, the puppy
most likely to study the sound

of spoons dropped into the dish-
washer bin. “Hmm.” He’ll cock

his head to the sound. “That is
fascinating.* His curiosity draws
him closer to the edge of the
door, where he pokes his nose at
a fork then backs off. “Ouch.”

Amid traveling training days,
he’s even met some of his read-
ers at CVS. Perched like a teddy
bear in a metal carriage, he once
raised his chin over the edge to
say hello. “Wait a minute. Is that
Luke Valentino?”

“That’s me!” Have you ever
noticed how utterly happy pup-
pies are (especially Goldens) to
greet new people. He licks the
hand of a loyal reader and smiles
proudly. “Isn’t this place incred-
ible?” Since food is LOVE for
Goldens (and most dogs), it
serves as the ultimate motivator
and training tool. “Good boy,
Luke.” I reward him for being
positive. Lincoln taught me to
wear rose-colored glasses and
see the good in every situation.
The legacy goes on. “Mommy
is so proud of you, Luke.” He
gnaws at the fleshy part of my
palm, testing me. “Luke Valen-
tino.” I lower my voice and he
tests further, biting yet softening
his grip. Puppies know more
than you think.

Consistency matters

My husband and I have been
on point, and on the same page
in certain areas, though inferior
in others. Luke is able to “stay
at his own spot” while we eat
with the patience of an English

butler. We've battled out that
back and forth labor of bringing
him back to his spot for a reward
amid countless instances during
which he’s snapped back to our
feet. A meal eaten in peace is
secondary to helping Luke learn
that we don’t eat at the same
table (unless we’re at an out-
door restaurant café of course).
So I've weathered the begging
storm during tired mornings and
scored big. He’s so masterful
that he’ll now assume his dining
spot throughout the day, waiting
for us to sit down and eat, just so
he can show off good behavior
while waiting for a reward. The
triumph has become a Luke Val-
entino classic. We gush. “Look
how intelligent Luke is! He re-
ally is a gifted puppy.”

We've also  consistently
potty-trained Luke, taking him
out after naps and, frequently,
throughout play times. This has
been a process and has hap-
pened in gradual stages, with no
perfection. Puppies drink a lot of
water and pee a lot! It’s impor-
tant to watch the signals of your
puppy and have patience. We’ve
finally reached a stage where
we can confidently trust him to
“tell us” without staying on top
of him. He'll casually sit at the
front door to let us know he has
to go out, even when we’re en-
grossed in our own tasks.

Set limits so that you're
both happy

Although cuddling in bed
with an eight-week old puppy
may have been tempting, the de-
cision to give Luke his own cozy
sleeping quarters was a good
one. Luke now sleeps comfort-
ably in his crate from 11 pm to 8
am. He woke us up throughout
the night during the first week
home, then stretched his sleep
time, finally, to 6 am. We real-
ized he was getting up too early,
and only to eat. He would play a
bit; then want to sleep all morn-
ing. Why not just sleep later?
Instead of rushing downstairs
to his first whimper, at about 12
weeks, we decided to ignore him
and see if he’d fall back to sleep.
Our plan worked like a charm!
Now we're all fully rested and
ready for the day’s adventures!
The important thing is to help
your pup to conform to the
unique schedule that works for
your household.

How is Luke Valentino far-
ing with off-the-couch behavior?
B- The low mark is ours to own.
We’ve wavered. We’ve wobbled.
We’ve been worn down by
Luke’s cuteness and manipula-
tion. We have not consistently
shown him (as we had Lincoln)
that his bed in the family room
is far more fun than the leather
couch. “No one talks during
my movie” is a lost cause when
it comes to training your dog.
Luke needs to know that we’re

Luke Valentino learns on the go; training tips and trips
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A Travel Day at TJ Maxx, Auburn

willing to wrestle, romp, redirect
him to his toys and teach him to
play at his own spot every single
time. Luke needs to know that
sometimes adults need to sit.

“I won’t be any trouble.” He
sits at the edge of the couch and
lifts his chin to us. “I was think-
ing we could watch the movie to-
gether.” A teddy bear, it seems,
wants to snuggle. “Luke, we're
going to relax now.” Luke is a
puppy. He has no interest re-
laxing—now or later. “Come
here, you.” We cave. We coddle.
We shake hands with a devil in
sheep’s clothing. Luke gets his
way, and the suede pillows are
about to pay a price. He thrashes
them around with the aggression
of a wolf. We struggle to disci-
pline a pup that’s taken a turn
for the worst. He lifts his gums
to reveal a rebellious set of jag-
ged puppy teeth. My husband,
also a male, takes the domineer-
ing tactic personal. “I'm not
letting him boss us around this
way!” I nod my head in dismay.
We've been inconsistent with
this aspect of Luke Valentino’s
training. Puppies can’t figure
out what to do with their own
tails, never mind every do &
don’t of domestic life. Still; nei-
ther of us could have predicted
what was to come, and how dark
things were about to get on that
infamous leather couch.

“Oh gosh. Oh no.” I left him
on the floor beside the couch for
two minutes one time. I didn’t
leave food or any chocking haz-
ards behind, only a risk I hadn’t
expected. | had planned to start
writing this very column, and
left my laptop screen flapped
open, ready for words. A curi-
ous Luke, ready to chew, found
the corner of the screen and dug
his jagged choppers in to reveal
a haunting sight. The screen,

black as night, exposed the
spread of a spider web, then a
lightning bolt design which drew
my index finger in, as though
somehow | could zap an elec-
trocuted system back to life. In
shock, I touched the screen over
and over again but the crack,
now iridescent, had made its
mark. Luke Valentino, a puppy
learning his boundaries, had de-
stroyed my Mac’s screen.

Stories and documents and
pictures sailed through my mind.
I’'m a writer. My words had been
wiped. I stared down at my pup-
py. “Oh, Luke. You didn’t know
what you were doing.”

Luke smiled calmly up at me.
“Want to play?” He was over it
a full two seconds ago.

“It will cost $578.00 to re-
pair the screen.” The Apple
technician delivered the cost
of my inconsistency with such
patience. He had navigated the
technical waters of password
confusion and i-cloud cloudiness
to track down the identification
of my broken machine with bliss-
ful ignorance. I ran my fingers
through my hair. “Wow. The
screen alone costs that much.”
My gaze fell down on a patient
Luke, who was seated beneath
the workbench to partake on
one of numerous “travel days.”
He smiled up at me as he does
during our travel days together,
and reminded me that perfec-
tion is impossible. “I love it here.
Thank you for taking me along
with you.”

If you want to learn more
about how to best handle your
pup—take him for the ride!

Stay tuned for more on Luke
Valentino’s trips and triumphs.

Write to me at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com


mailto:amyleclaire@hotmail.com
mailto:amyleclaire@hotmail.com
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Chief’s corner

Deadline to obtain real ID closing in

By Chief Steven J. Wojnar
Dudley Police Department

The “REAL ID” driver’s
license program is now within
one year of full implementa-
tion in Massachusetts. This is

REALID

Massachusetts Driver’s

License/ID Card

- MASSACHUSETTS
e T 5 1

APT.
NORTH QUINCY, MA 02171-1748
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deadline to obtain a REAL
ID was extended until May 3,
2023. This means after that
date, only a REAL ID or a
valid passport would be an ac-
ceptable form of identification
to fly domestically or enter fed-

Indicator on card is
a star to designate
that it is a federally

compliant card

DRIVER'S -
; LICENSE Iy

911212026 omnesa
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1099 form, a tax return, and
any other official document that
has the full number. Should you
be required to prove residency,
you can use any number of doc-
uments that display a residen-

tial (not PO Box) address. For

Standard

Massachusetts Driver's
License/ID Card

£
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massachusetts-identification-id-
requirements.

The form of license you
wish to have is your choice. If
you have no intention of flying
or using this to enter federal
buildings, the standard license

Indicator on card is
‘NOT FOR FEDERAL
ID' to designate that
it is NOT a federally
compliant card

DRIVER'S ~

16 HGT 6-04"

| 01/12/59

closer to the date and may not
be available. Please review the
proper documentation to bring
with you to obtain the REAL
ID to avoid multiple trips to
the Registry and the frustration
that accompanies it.

For those still seeking vac-
cination or COVID related
information, it can be found
at www.dudleyma.gov or by
calling 508-949-8036. During
these challenging times, we, at
the Dudley Police Department,
greatly appreciate the support
we receive from our community.

Thanks again for your ques-
tions and comments. Please
send them to me at the Dudley
Police Department, 71 West
Main St., Dudley MA 01571
or email at swojnar@dudleypo-
lice.com. Opinions expressed
in this weekly column are those
of Chief Wojnar only and un-
less clearly noted, do not reflect
the ideas or opinions of any
other organization or citizen.

| | P

& Office Supplies

x CANNOT be processed online — must make a
reservation to visit an RMV Service Center or AAA
members can visit a AAA branch if not a first-time
applicant

Proof of U.S. citizenship or lawful presence required
Is a valid driver’s license or identification card
Is valid for up to 5 years or length of stay in the U.S.

CAN be used to board a plane in the U.S. or enter

o/ CAN potentially be processed online

'/ Proof of U.S. citizenship or lawful presence required
/ Is a valid driver’s license or identification card

/ Is valid for up to 5 years or length of stay in the U.S.

CANNOT be used to board a plane in the U.S.
or enter federal buildings after May 3, 2023

x Is an unacceptable form of identification for

= NNANS

federal purposes

a federal security program cre-
ated in 2005, due to the Sep-
tember 2001 terrorist attacks.
The goal is to have standard-
ized and secure identifications
issued throughout the country.
This enables people to use their
license as an official identifica-
tion for domestic air travel or to
enter federal facilities. Under
this program, Massachusetts
ID’s will meet similar standards
as other states. This was sup-
posed to be in effect as of Octo-
ber 2020, however; due to the
COVID-19 emergency, several
dates have been moved. Since
we continue to receive questions
on this, | was asked to provide
some updates on this program.

People who have valid licens-
es have a choice of obtaining a
standard driver’s license or a
REAL ID. Both are available
for issue by the Massachusetts
Registry. In Massachusetts, the

federal buildings after May 3, 2023

Is an acceptable form of identification for

eral buildings. These pandem-
ic-related moves have allowed
everyone more time to obtain
these ID’s. If you wish to ob-
tain a standard license you can
follow the same renewal plan
as before. This may be done
online or in person at a Mass
DOT Registry point. Should
you wish to obtain the REAL
ID, it must be done in person,
at a Registry or an AAA office
if you are a member. You will
be required to provide proof of
citizenship or lawful presence,
your Massachusetts residency
information, and social secu-
rity number. A passport or an
original birth certificate (with
raised seal) are a valid proof
of citizenship. In addition, for
the REAL ID, you will need
some documentation that will
display your full 9-digit Social
Security Number. These can
include a pay stub, W2 form,

federal purposes

married individuals, who have
changed their name, an original
marriage certificate is generally
required. A piece of first-class
mail issued within 60 days, a
tax or utility bill, or other of-
correspondence proves
More
information can be found at
https://www.mass.gov/guides/

ficial
your residence status.

is fine. If you wish to use a
REAL ID, you will need to
have it in place by May 2023.
According to Mass DOT, ap-
proximately 41% of drivers

these REAL
IDs so far. They advise every-

have obtained

one seeking these documents
to make an appointment soon.
The appointments will fill up

Shipping made easy!
s

* Packing
* Shipping
* Packaging
Materials
* Fax, Copies & Printing
* Document Scanning
* Mailbox Rental
» Office Supplies

Monday-Friday 10am-5pm
Saturday 9am-1pm ¢ Closed Sunday

626 School St., (Rte. 44), Putnam, CT 06260

860-963-7815

ExpressShippingPutnamCt.com

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day, our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil
(intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter

how impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving please
the Heart of God.

Believer
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Bartlett 3 Sport Athlete Heading to UConn

By Christopher Tremblay,
Staff Sports Writer

While Covid was playing
games with high school athletics,
Bartlett athlete Camden Heen-

an put the pandemic to good use
to try out another sport. When
the MIAA added a Fall II sea-
son Heenan decided to try her
hand at volleyball making her
a one-year four sport athlete

EXTRA!

EXTRA!

-
jankee Xpress

W\

for the Indians. With volleyball
added to her resume the Bartlett
senior has now played soccer,
basketball, and softball for the
high school.

Softball and basketball are
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If you want to increase natural lighting and improve the
energy efficiency and curb appeal of your home,
skylights are a great tool. Skylights come in many
shapes and sizes, and can be customized to fit the
unique dimensions and slope of your roof. Shine

Construction Inc. is an experienced skylight expert,
so for help finding the perfect skylights for your home,
don't hesitate to call our knowledgeable specialists.
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her favorites to play but it’s on
the softball field where she excels
at the higher level and although
she was not offered a scholarship
at UCONN she is contemplat-
ing trying out for the team, if not
at least play club while in Storrs.

Having played on the junior
varsity squad during the seventh
and eighth grade she finally
made the jump to the varsity
team as a freshman and truly

showed that she belonged.
“Camden batted .348 for
us as a lefty power hitter while
she had a fielding percentage
of .920 as a second baseman,”
Bartlett Softball Coach Court-
ney Stawiecki said. “She was a
named to the Southern Worces-
ter County League’s All Con-
ference team as a freshman. As
a tri-sport athlete she does well
whatever she takes on.”
Growing up Heenan started
playing baseball with the boys,

basically because it was easier
on her parent with 2 younger
brothers and did so until she was
11 years old. It was her that she
gravitated toward travel basket-
ball before finally stepping onto
a softball field in the seventh
grade.

“There was no real differ-
ence, softball was the same as
baseball,” Heenan said.
young and just wanted to play,

“I was

but I also wanted to win while
working together with the team.”

Although she began her ca-
reer as a second baseman, she
eventually was moved over to
shortstop due to a vacancy while
she was playing on the varsity
team.

“I had always played second
base growing up as that is where
they put me as I didn’t have the
strongest of arms back then,” the
senior shortstop said. “Now my
arm 1s much stronger, and [ am
able to make the plays and my
movement is much quicker.”

After having a breakout sea-

son during her freshman season,
Heenan and her teammates
were forced to hope and pray as
they could not take the field un-
til the strange pandemic was out
of sight. Despite the loss of her
sophomore high school season,
she was still able to take part in
a few tournaments during the
summer with her travel team,
but it was nothing that she had
been used to.

When they were able to even-
tually get back onto the field hit-
ting live pitching was something
that they would have to get used
to all over again.

“Due To the lack of hitting
during the year and a half of
Covid, my hitting was not what |
had been,” Heenan said. “Dur-
ing the time off all I could do was
hit into a net in my backyard, it
was nothing like live hitting.”

Heenan, much like everyone
else struggled at first but by the
end of her junior season she was

Continued on page 15
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Tales from beyond

Creatures of the Bridgewater Triangle-Part 2

By Thomas D’Agostino
www.tomdagostino.com

Mr. Andrade witnessed a
bigfoot in 1978. He spied a
huge strange-looking creature
walking down a hill about two
hundred feet in front of him. He
described it as being over six feet
tall, brown, and hairy. He could
not see its face, as it was walking
away from him. Since then he
has recorded many accounts of
the “Bridgewater Bigfoot.” He
would later go on video describ-
ing his account and showing a
representation of what he saw. It
was not the first time he encoun-
tered the creature. While collect-
ing firewood during a camping
trip, he heard a very loud growl
which he would later describe as
sounding like “something from
hell.”

His camp mates also heard
the roar. Whatever it was, it was
very close and gave them the
impression it did not want them
there. In all their years of camp-

ing in those woods, they never
heard any such sound as that.
Three other campers
pitched a tent in the woods near
the swamp. Shortly after setting
up camp, something threw a
very large log at them, causing
the party to vacate the premises.
The next morning, they went
back to fetch their gear and tried
to lift the log that was thrown
at them. All three had the most
difficult time trying to hoist it
off the ground. Whatever it was
possessed immense strength to
be able to catapult the massive
piece of wood into the campsite.
John Baker of West Bridge-
port, Massachusetts witnessed
the “bigfoot” monster in the
early 1980s. While hunting in
the swamp, he had the feeling
someone, or something, was fol-
lowing him. He turned and saw
a large hairy beast standing in
the brush along the side of the
water only a few yards from him.
The “thing” was tall, covered
with hair, and smelled very bad-

Continued from page 14

fully back to normal at the plate.

As the Indians varsity short-
stop got ready to begin her final
high school season with Bartlett,
she had a couple of goals in
mind.

“As for myself, I can’t lie I
want to hit my first high school
homerun. I've been close a few
times, but I really want to clear
the fence.”

Bartlett finished the season
with a 9-9 regular season record

“This year we’re on the
younger side so | am sure that
we’ll be making a lot of mental
errors, but once they clear their
heads and go onto the next
game, we'll be ok. This is as
great group of girls that makes
an all-around team” she said.

earning themselves a place in the
Division 2 State Tournament.
Heenan and her Indian team-
mates are hoping to do better
that the 2019 season when they
last went 9-9 and lost in the first
round of the tournament.
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ly. It turned and ran off into the
woods. He has since searched
for the creature, but has never
come across it since that fateful
day.

One of the oldest and amaz-
ing legends in New England
pertaining to strange creatures
is that of a small being called
a Pukwudgie. Pukwudgie, or
Puk-Wudjie, which

translates into English as “wild

roughly

man of the woods” or “little
wild man of the woods that van-
ishes.” These human-like little
demons are deeply steeped into
Wampanoag folklore and are
considered the oldest and most
dangerous mythical creatures in
North America. Author, Edu-
cator and Historian Christopher
Balzano hit it right on the nose
when he stated “Large monsters
are intimidating, but cannot fit

under the bed, or in the closet,
or in the corner of the room just
beyond where the illumination
hits. Small monsters can hide,
sneak into thin cracks and slip
out of sight.”

The Pukwudgie is known to
do just that and more. The crea-
ture is described as being about
two to three feet tall, covered in
hair from head to toe, resem-
bling the likes of a troll. They
have the power to appear and
disappear at will, lure people
to their deaths, shape shift into
various animals, shoot poison
arrows and instantly create fire.
Anyone who gets on the wrong
side of a Pukwudgie is bound to
meet with horrible circumstance.

According to Wampanoag
legend, the Pukwudgies were
very friendly and helpful to
humans until the tribe, think-

VIDEO

SURVEILLANCE

SYSTEMS

* Free Mobile App
e No Monthly Fees

MONITOR YOUR HOME
OR BUSINESS FROM

ANYWHERE RIGHT
ON YOUR PHONE!

ing they were a nuisance, had
them rid from the area by the
giant, Maushop. Some survived
and remained in the area of the
Bridgewater Triangle, wreaking
havoc on those who crossed their
path.

Stories of these evil fair-
ies go as far back as the written
word but, for some reason, were
not well received until the early
twentieth century when Eliza-
beth Reynard published The
Narrow Land: Folk Chronicles
of Old Cape Cod. Within this
book are several Wampanoag
legends, including that of the
Pukwudgie. More recent ac-
counts have flooded pages of
books, daily, weekly and month-
ly publications and the internet.

Pukwudgies also use the
souls of the dead to lure victims
to their demise. One person

followed a ball of light into the
woods only to spot one of the
diminutive demons trying to
lure him in further. A few nights
later, while in the same area, the
same creature stalked the person
while he sat in his auto.

One of the more interest-
ing warnings against the evil
demons in recent times was the
placement of a sign along Slab
Bridge Road near the Freetown
State Forest reading, “PUK-
WUDGIE XING.”

If you decide to look for
Pukwudgies, be careful and do
not annoy them. Many people in
the area who have encountered
one of the mystical creatures will
tell you some things are often
better left alone.
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RE: Real Estate

Mark Marzeotti

By Mark Marzeotti

If you're thinking of buying
or selling a house, you're at an
And
anytime you make a big decision
like that, one thing you should
always consider is timing. So,
what does the rest of the year
hold for the housing market?
Here’s what we see.

The number of homes avail-
able for sale is likely to grow.
There are some early signs in-

exciting decision point.

dicating that housing inventory
is starting to grow and experts
say that should continue in the
months ahead.

The gap between this year’s
homes for sale and last year’s is
one-fifth the size that it was at
the beginning of the year. The
catch-up is likely to continue.
This growth will likely mean
more options for shoppers than
they’'ve had in a while, even
though inventory continues to be
behind pre-pandemic normal.

As a buyer, having more op-
tions is great news. Just remem-
ber, housing supply is still low,
so be ready to act fast and put
in your best offer up front. Let’s
get you prequalified!

As a seller, your house
may soon face more competi-
tion when other sellers list their
homes. But the good news is,
if you're also buying your next
home, having more options to
choose from should make that
move-up process easier.

Mortgage rates will likely
continue to respond to infla-
tionary pressures. Experts also
agree inflation should continue
to drive up mortgage rates, how-

=R -®

www.smallloadconcrete.com

ever more moderately.
As a buyer, work with
trusted  realtors/real  estate

professionals, including your

lender, so you can learn how ris-
Ing mortgage rates impact your
purchasing power. It may make
sense to buy now before it costs
more to do so, if you're ready.
Call us if you are ready, we're
here to help!

As a seller, rising mort-
gage rates are motivating some
homeowners to make a move
up sooner rather than later. If
you’re planning to buy your next
home, talk to a trusted realtor/
real estate advisor to decide how
to time your move.

Home prices are projected
to continue to climb. Home
prices are forecast to keep ap-

preciating because there are still
fewer homes for sale than there
are buyers in the market. That
said, experts agree the pace of
that appreciation should moder-
ate — but home prices won'’t fall.

Statistics show that home
prices throughout the country
have surged for the better part of
two years, including in the first
quarter of 2022. Given the ex-

tremely low inventory, we're un-
likely to see price declines, but
appreciation should slow in the
coming months.

As a buyer, continued home
price appreciation means it’ll
cost you more to buy the longer
you wait. But it also gives you
peace of mind that, once you do
buy a home, it will likely grow in
value. That makes it historically

What does the rest of the year
hold for the housing market?

a good investment and a strong
hedge against inflation.

As a seller, price apprecia-
tion 1is great news for the value
of your home. Again, lean on a
member of Marzeotti Group or
another professional to strike the
right balance of the best condi-
tions possible for both selling
your house and buying your
next one.

Whether you’re a homebuy-
er or seller, you need to know
what’s happening in the hous-
ing market, so you can make the
most informed decision possible.
Connect with a realtor/real es-
tate advisor to discuss your goals
and what lies ahead, so you can
pick your best time to make a
move.

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and
models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers

- Commercial and Residential -
Visit our display by appointment

Sales ° Servuce e Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600 =

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

-Many new:styles and colors:
_to choose from.
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Q & A with The Car Doctor

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car Doc-
tor. He has over 40 years’ experience in
the automotive business and is an ASE
certified master technician. He will an-
swer reader’s questions each week You
can find the Car Doctor podcast at www.
johnfpaul.podbean.com or other popular
podcast sites. Email your car questions
to jpaul@aaanortheast.com Follow John
on Twitter @johnfpaul and friend him on
facebook mrjohnfpaul

Q B | have a 2019 Toyota Camry with about 38,000 miles on it,
that is coming off the lease and I can buy is for about $17,000. Do you
think this is a good idea, the car has been very good and only needed
regular maintenance?

A B ] ooking online with today’s crazy used car prices (up 30 per-
cent over last year) the typical 2019 Camry is selling for $25,000. To
me this makes buying out your lease a “no-brainer.” Of course, you may
need to put some money into the car. At its age and mileage, you may
be due to for tire, brake replacement and maybe a new battery. With a
thorough detailing and if needed, replacing tires, brakes and the battery
would be money well spent and make the car feel and look like new
again.

B My 20-year-old twin boys want to drive cross country this sum-
mer. The problem that they want to do it in their grandfather’s 20-year-
old Lexus. What do you think of this idea?

Al The three most common reasons people call AAA are keys
locked in the car, dead batteries and flat tires. If I was to do this trip, |
would bring the car to a good garage for an overall checkup focusing on
parts that age. This would be drive belts, cooling system, tires, and the
electrical system. I would also look at brakes, steering and suspension

components and fuel and brake lines. I would also carry an emergency
kit of premixed coolant, extra oil and transmission fluid, first aid kit,
portable air compressor and jump-pack, if everything is repaired or looks

AUTO
DETAIL

okay the trip is certainly is possible and safe. Although keep in mind that
AAA surveys show that cars 10 years and older are twice as likely to
break-down and four times as likely to need a tow than newer vehicles.
But what is life without an adventure.

Q. I have a GMC 2500HD pickup that is used in for work, 'm a
handy-man and some days have no weight in the truck and other times
may have an entire deck. The door sticker states the front tires should be
at 65 PSI and the rear tires should be inflated to 75PSI. I just had an oil
change and asked to have the tires checked. When I checked with both
the tire monitors and a gauge and they are all at around 63PSI. Should
[ set the tires at different levels?

A B [ believe in setting vehicle tires at the pressure recommended by
the vehicle manufacturer, in this case 65 PSI in the front and 75 PSI in
the rear. The only time I would vary the pressure is if you were carrying
a heavy load for a long distance and then add more air, but never exceed

the maximum tire inflation pressure on the tire’s sidewall.

Ron Moscoffian

Appr. #9537 g
jindustrial Park West, Bldg. 2

Oxford, MA 01540

Q B [ have a 2015 Nissan Rogue with 56,000 miles on it. This car
ran great until [ was involved in a car wreck. Now frequently, when shift-
ing into park, engine will jump up to as high as 4,000 rpm - as though
[ floored the accelerator - then engine settles down to normal. This does
not happen every time [ shift into park but very unnerving when it hap-
pens. Is this a major concern? The body shop took the car to the dealer,
and they replaced the accelerator pedal and performed throttle learn.
The problem is the same thing still happens but now accompanied with
vibrating noise coming from engine when accelerating up to 40 mph.

What can I do?

A B | have checked for possible technical service bulletins, and none
were found. At this point more diagnostic time is going to be needed. |
suspect the issue may be due to the previous body repair. It is possible
that a wiring harness was poorly installed or poor chassis ground could
be the problem. The vibration you hear could be that the exhaust heat
shield has started to loosen up and vibrated and rattles due to the engine
rewing. At this point a good technician is going to need to take time
with additional testing. Depending on long it has been since the body
repair, the insurance company may be able to open up an additional
claim based on the first repair.

Q B | have a new 2022 Honda Pilot with only 4000 miles on it.
When I come to a stop, I get a message that reads “AUTO ENGINE
IDLE STOP UNAVAILABLE “. The dealer did not find a code
for this message. Any thoughts on this and the Pilot in general?

A B Since the pandemic and more people working at home some
vehicles such as yours are not being driven as much as others. Certain
parameters need to be met, engine temperature, seat belts on and shifter
in drive normal mode, not sport or manual gear selection etc. Also im-
portant is the battery needs to be fully charged. If the battery voltage is
low, it may still be able to start the engine, but will limit the “Auto-Stop”
feature. With the vehicle being new and such low mileage, it is possible
the battery is not fully charged. The first thing to do would be fully
charge the battery at a slow rate with a battery charger. Regarding the
Honda Pilot, in spite of a few problems over the years with oil consump-
tion it is still one of my favorite SUVs.
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Tips on financial planning

You could spend two, or even
three, decades in retirement. So,
to pay for all those years, you'll
probably need to take full advan-
tage of your retirement accounts.
And in 2022, you may have ex-
panded opportunities to deduct
retirement plan contributions on

your tax return.

Dennis Antonopoulos Before looking at what’s

Leaving your employer?
Understand your 401(k) options.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for
your 401(k), including leaving the money in
your former employer’s plan, moving it to
your new employer’s plan, rolling it over to
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or
cashing out the account subject to tax
consequences.

To learn more, call today.

Dennis Antonopoulos

ahead this year, let’s review the
key benefits of those accounts.
Traditional IRA. You typi-
cally contribute pretax (deduct-
ible) dollars to a traditional
IRA, and your earnings can
grow tax-deferred.
Roth IRA. You invest after-
tax dollars in a Roth IRA, so

g ,
your contributions won’t lower

edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor Member SIPC

5 Albert St

Auburn, MA 01501-1303 ®
508-832-5385 Edward]ones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

your taxable income, but your
earnings can grow tax free, pro-
vided you’ve had your account at
least five years and you're 59 V2
or older when you begin taking
withdrawals.

401(k). A 401 (k) or similar
plan (such as a 457(b) for state
and local government employ-
ees or a 403(b) for employees
of public schools or nonprofit
groups) Is generally funded
with pretax dollars and provides
tax-deferred earnings. Some
employers offer a Roth 401 (k),
in which employees contribute
after-tax dollars and can take
tax-free withdrawals if they meet
the same age and length-of-own-
ership requirements as the Roth
IRA.

So, what’s different about
these plans in 20222 First,
consider the traditional IRA, if
you—and your spouse, if you're
married—don’t have a 401 (k)
or similar plan, you can always
deduct the full amount of your
contribution on your tax return,
no matter what you earn. But if
one or both of you are covered
by an employer-sponsored plan,
then your deductions could be

reduced or eliminated based on

Resource directo ry ads@TheYankeeXpress.com
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New limits expand 401 (k), IRA opportunities

your income.

Single taxpayers can claim
the full deduction if your modi-
fied adjusted gross income
(MAGI) 1s $68,000 or less
($109,000 for married filing
jointly), with deductibility de-
creasing at higher income lev-
els and phasing out entirely at
$78,000 ($129,000 for married
filing jointly). But here’s the key
point: compared to 2021, these
ranges are $2000 higher for
single filers and $4000 higher
for those who are married and
filing jointly—which means that
this year, you might have more
opportunities to make deductible
contributions.

And a similar type of in-
crease applies to Roth IRA eligi-
bility. In 2022, if you’re a single
filer, you can put in up to $6000
($7000 if you are 50 or older)
in a Roth IRA if your modified
adjust gross income (MAGI) is
less than $129,000—up from
$125,000 in 2021. Allowable
contributions are reduced at
higher income levels and phased
out if your MAGI 1s $144,000
or more, up from $140,000 in
2021. If you're married and
file jointly the respective ranges

are $204,000-$214,000, up
from $198,000-$208,000 in
2021. Again, higher ranges
may mean more opportunities
for you (consult your tax adwvi-
sor to determine your eligibility
to contribute to a Roth IRA or
make deductible contributions to
a traditional IRA).

And finally, the annual
contribution limit for 401(k),
457() and 4-3(b) plans is
$20,500—up $1000 from
2021. If you're 50 or older, you
can put in an extra $6,500 this
year, for a total of $27,000.

These changes may not
seem monumental, but when
you're saving for retirement,
any opportunities to invest and
potentially reduce taxes, of what-
ever size, can be valuable. So,
review your options to determine
how you can help yourself move
closer to your retirement goals.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones financial ad-
visor. Please contact Dennis An-
tonopoulos, your local Edward
Jones adwvisor, at 5 Albert St.,
Auburn, tel. 508-832-5385 or
dennis.antonopoulos@edward-
jones.com.
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Boat responsibly: get your
2022 vessel safety check

Tn-State Flotilla 10-2 US
Coast Guard Auxiliarly VSC
Station announces boat safety
inspections to be held at the
Memorial Boat Ramp, Nip-
muc Cove on Wallum Lake
on Saturday, June 11 and at
the Wallum Lake Boat Ramp,
Douglas State Forest, on Sat-
urday, June 18.

Bring any type of watercraft
from kayaks, canoes, PWCs,
sailboats, cabin cruisers, to ski
& pontoon boats for a stem
to stern check of equipment
for compliance to federal and
state safety regulations. Ves-
sels can be inspected on a
trailer as well as afloat.

Trailered vessels, not having
Webster access sticker and not
launching, can be examined at
the entrance gate to Memorial
Ramp. Personal watercraft,
not allowed to launch at the
Wallum Lake Ramp on week-
ends, can also be examined at
the gate. Both locations can
accommodate boats arriving
by water. The stations will be
active from 9 AM to 4 PM at
both these locations.

Vessel

examiners  are

qualified and experienced to
answer any boating related
questions or concerns along
with being trained to spot any
potential problems. They will
award your vessel with a 2022
VSC decal if it meets Auxil-
lary standards on items such
as: registration and hull num-
bering, life jackets, fire extin-
guishers, expiration dates on
flares (if required), working
navigation lights, overall vessel
condition, etc.

A VSC is conducted only
with your consent; no reports
are filed with any law enforce-
ment agency. There are no
legal obligations,
or penalties on violations or

citations,

potential problems found. A
VSC decal might result in a
boat insurance discount and
will indicate to law enforce-
ment on the water that your
vessel complies with safety
regulations.  The examiner
will give the vessel owner op-
tions and information on cor-

Often a

quick trip to the nearest boat-

recting any issues.

ing supply vendor is all that
is necessary to obtain missing

safety items and easily pass a

re-inspection, sometimes on
the same day.

Coast Guard Auxiliary ves-
sel examiners will be around
the local lakes at various, un-
scheduled times during the
boating season; they are few in
number and not readily avail-
able inland. Can’t make it to
the station...schedule a VSC
online at the link below.

Best to take advantage of
this scheduled opportunity
and start your boating season
with a visit to our station and a
free 2022 VSC Decal on your
craft.

For more information, visit
vesselsafetycheck.org or email

CGAux1002@aol.com
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Annual Spaghetti Dinner

The Boys & Girls Club held their annual Spaghetti Dinner at Point Breeze Restaurant in Webster
on May 26th. The Boys & Girls Club Helping Hands Award was presented to AJ Alkire, owner of
Point Breeze, for sponsoring the event. AJ has sponsored this event since it’s inception in 2017 and
donates the room and food to the B&GC. The event was once again a success and raised over $5000
to support 2022 summer programs at the club. AJ is a big reason why this event is successful every year.

Pictured from left: Dan Wisniewski, Rob Bouchard, Charlie Baron, Liz Hamilton, John Lefe-
bvre, AJ Alkire, Marilyn Fels, Dan O’Connor & Lori Smith
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WELCOME

An Tnvitation

The Town of Webster exists because Samuel Slater settled here, brought
technology, built factories, created villages of families who came for a bet-
ter way of life and helped the community grow and prosper.

In honor of Slater’s contribution to the creation and growth of our com-
munity, the Samuel Slater Experience, 3| Ray St., invites Webster residents
by street address to experience the birth of Webster with free admission
on scheduled Sundays from noon to 4 p.m.*

Sunday, June 12 - Free admission for residents of:

Cody St Grove St Park Ave Spruce Ln
Deslauriers Ave Hillside Ave Park Rd Summit St
Dresser St Lincoln St Pepka Dr Tower St
Eddy St Morris St Ray St Washington
Everett Ave Nelson St Robinson St Whitcomb St
Greystone Ave Oak Ln

Sunday, June 19 - Free admission for residents of:

5th Ave Englewood St Mechanic St Poland St
Bartlett St Goddard St Meringo Ave Prospect St
Brookline St Granite St Myrtle Ave Rosemont St
Church St Lakemont Rd Negus St Short St
Clark St Lyndale Ave Oak St Veterans Way
Cutler St May St Peter St

Sunday, June 26 - Free admission for residents of:

2nd Island Rd Emerald Ave Harris St Maynard St Spring St
Beacon St Goodness St Lake St Mckays Way Stefaniak Ave
Beaudry Ln Gorski Ave Little League Ln  New St West Ave
Eastern Ave Grandview Ave Maynard Ave Paradis Ln Woodlawn St
Sibley Ave Wyola Rd

*Two free admissions per household. Cannot be used with any other coupon or offer. Address ID required.

Surncel S ot TR

31 Ray Street,Webster ¢ Phone 508-461-2955
www.samuelslaterexperience.org
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEIIS
Don't spend
another summer 3 .\ NEW BOILER INSTALLS{

AL * Crown Boilers
sweating! NN * Williamson Furnaces ALL NEW
g | s « Oil Tank Installs " ASYEARPARTS
AND LABOR WARRANTY,
AS WELL AS THE

MANUFACTURERS
WARRANTY.

Choose Moirrissette & Son

as your installer, and receive: Central air conditioning Which will heIp prevent
and ductless mini splits system breakdowns.

-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts &

Compressor Warranty for 12-years HELP WANTED -

v from standard 5 years parts/7 years - - -

( comg’,essos Y Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat

-Financing ':wui?h the MassSave endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.
eatloan

- Rebates through MassSave,
with processing on your behalf
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly trained technicians with

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We Installation & Service
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning. -Maintenance Contracts Available

'}'feepmg You "LUar-m & Comfortable

isseftte & «
Wort1SSETE & §q, - 508.434.1335

—m
‘ MITSUBISHI ks
. ELECTRIC QJQMRL\L'?// Electrical Contractors, < .
||||||||||||||||||| / ING. A Full Serv]ce Oll Company
ELECTRICAL * HVAC - GENERATORS 24.Hour Emergency Service
508-476-9879 gency

MorrissetteElectrical.com

WWW.LMTOIL.COM - WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

Permanent Teeth on Implants

Swati Agnihotri, DMD - Marc Bou-Abboud, DMD - Sonya Shafique, DMD
Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD - Whitinsville, MA - Wellesley, MA

All in one office... The most advanced
“teeth in a day” solution in the world is HERE

whitinsville

family dentistry

(508) 234-8107

12 Prospect Street
Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

This is NOT a denture! This is
permanent teeth on implants

Real People. Real Results.

See more REAL Before and After

@ @WhitinSVi“efamHYdentiStry cases actually done by our doctors at

@dr.jasontubo www.DrTubo.com
@dr_swati_agnihotri




