
Bellingham Memorial School 
Worker Lynch Recognized for 

Saving Boy’s Life
By J.D. O’Gara

“I was scared. I was just 
thinking like, what am I going 
to do?”

Those are the words of  
Colin Mooney, who will start 
6th grade in at Bellingham 
Memorial Middle School in 
the fall. Things might have 
been different, had it not been 
for Mrs. Tina Lynch, who was 
working in the Bellingham 
Middle School cafeteria on 
May 12th, when Colin choked 
on his chicken patty while 
chatting with his friends.

The middle-schooler un-
derstood what was happening 
to him, and he had the sense to 
tap Mrs. Lynch on the shoul-
der. “I pointed to my throat,” 
he says, “She said, ‘Oh my 
god!’ and she told the lunch 
lady next to her and asked her 
what to do and brought me to 
the back of  the cafeteria and 

did the Heimlich twice, and 
she got it out.” Colin adds that 
his friends told him they saw 
his face turn color.

 “Colin is alive today be-
cause of  her!” exclaims Colin’s 
Mom, Christine. “Obviously, 
it’s terrifying – you don’t send 
your kid to school expecting 
anything like that to happen. 
I’m just so grateful to her. I 
think she deserves all the praise 
and recognition. She acted 
without thinking and did what 
she was trained to do. You 
never think you’re going to use 
it. She’s a hero!”

Fate, it seems, might have 
had a little bit to do with Co-
lin’s good fortune.

“(Mrs. Lynch) said she 
doesn’t normally work at the 
middle school – she was cover-

Cruise Night Offers 
Camaraderie, 
Reminiscence

“Cruise Night” at the VFW in 
Bellingham is about more than 
just old cars.

On Monday evenings at 5 
p.m., car enthusiasts display 
their carefully-cared-for autos for 
friends, families, and strangers 
to admire. Many of  the cars are 
from the 1960’s and were driven 
around to the sounds of  “Fun, 
Fun, Fun” by the Beach Boys, 
“Little Old Lady from Pasadena” 

by Jan and Dean, and, of  course, 
“Drive My Car” by the Beatles.

“I’m here for the old memo-
ries,” explains Jack Scavitto who 
attended a recent Cruise Night at 
the VFW. “Back in the 1960’s, I 
owned a Malibu Super Sport and 
a 442 Olds.” He now owns a 2014 
Camaro SS.
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Kelley Byrnes-Benkart | REALTOR®
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RE/MAX Real Estate Center
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617.620.9392 | Vadave.com
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Certified Military Home Specialist

Happy 4th of July!Happy 4th of July!Happy 4th of July!
If a new home is in your future, find out how much 
your home could sell for before you make a move. 

Contact us to learn about your home’s  
estimated value in today’s market.

SEPTIC
508-883-9000

Guaranteed pricing and professional service

• Title 5 Inspections
• Septic tank cleaning/pumping
• Pump replacements
• Septic system installations
• Engineering
• Repairs/Rejuvenations 
• High-pressure water jetting
• Portable toilet rentals weekend/monthly
• HD CCTV camera inspections of underground 

pipes; underground locating
• 24/7 Emergency service

Jamison Mendall Tree Removal

Aerial Bucket & Bobcat Services
Pruning • Storm Damage

Stump Grinding • Plowing
Licensed & insured

FREE ESTIMATES

SERVING ALL YOUR TREE NEEDS

1-508-958-0747

Shown is Mrs. Tina Lynch, left, 
with a very grateful student, 
Colin Mooney, right. Lynch 
sprang into action at Bellingham 
Middle School cafeteria on May 
12th, saving Colin from choking.

CRUISE
continued on page 2 

Car owner Vinnie Gamble points out special items under the hood of his 
1988 Camaro to Ethan Dunbar who owns a 1967 Plymouth Fury.
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“It’s fun,” says VFW post 
commander Tom Lane. “You 
get to meet new people, look at 
all the different cars, and I greet 
and thank everyone of  them! 
They love the great interaction 
between car owners.”

The Bellingham Cruise 
Night debuted on June 18, 2021, 
just as the COVID pandemic 
was lessening. “Starting this was 
part of  getting our VFW post 
back to normal,” recalls Lane. 
Anyone can attend, and there 
is no admission charge.  Bring 
the old car you love, or just walk 
around and see lots of  cool old 
cars that everybody loves.

“I like cars,” says Rob Hast-
ings who owns and proudly 
displays his shiny, black 2000 
Chevrolet Camaro SS convert-
ible. “We get to talk with car 
people, hang out with them… 
everybody here works on their 
cars.”

And while they’re hangin’ 
out and talking, they purchase 
hot dogs, hamburgers, and cold 
drinks from the VFW. Says 
Lane, “We do a lot of  our busi-
ness on Cruise Nights.” Pro-
ceeds go to help local vets.

Vinnie Gamble, who owns 
a 1988 Chevy Camaro IROC, 
echoes Lane. “I’m here to sup-
port vets, have a cold beer, and 
talk with some good people.”

For Ethan Dunbar (your re-
porter’s son), it’s about “cama-

raderie with the guys, making 
contacts, and getting creative 
ideas for improving your car.” 
His is a 1967 Plymouth Sport 
Fury 3.

Wally Power is a regular at 
Cruise Night. He has a 1966 
Dodge Charger that’s “almost 
all original and it was the first 
model made.” He has had it for 
11 years.  Power likes to show 
his Charger and goes to up to 
four car shows every week.

And there are lots of  shows 
around at locations including 
Patriot Place, Cumberland Stop 
& Shop, the Upton VFW, and in 
Blackstone.  NE Cruise Nights 
and Events has lots of  listings 
and you can check them all out 
at www.facebook.com/groups/
NECNE  

ing because they were short that 
day, and she doesn’t normally 
work the register, she works in 
back. The stars were aligned,” 
says Christine.

Mrs. Lynch was recognized 
by an email sent out to parents 
by Memorial School principal 
David S. Cutler on the day the 
incident took place. Cutler ex-
pressed his gratitude for “the 
swift response and calm and cool 
action of  one of  our amazing 

cafeteria staff, Mrs. 
Tina Lynch,” add-
ing, “May 6th was 
National Lunch 
Hero Day, and 
Mrs. Lynch has 
truly taken that to 
a whole new level. 
On behalf  of  EV-
ERYONE at Bell-
ingham Memorial 
School, THANK 
YOU!”

Mr. Cutler also 
recognized Tina 
Lynch for her life-
saving action at a 
subsequent school 
committee meeting 

“She’s just so 
humble and so 
modest, but what 
she did was huge, 
it really was,” says 
Christine.
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Forty people and 20 cars were at a recent Cruise Night at the Bellingham VFW. On a typical Monday 
evening, there are 15-30 cars for visitors to see.
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BELLINGHAM SELF-STORAGE
16 William Way

Bellingham, MA 02019
508-966-6100

FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS  

• Lighted, Gated 24/7 Access
• Easy Drive-up Units
• Indoor Storage for Boat & Auto

SEVERAL SIZES from 5' x 5' to 10' x 25'
24-hour video monitoring security

To ADVERTISE in THIS PAPER 
Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544
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Visit Us for All Your 
Collision Repairs!

24-HR. TOWING - 50824-HR. TOWING - 508--966-1008966-1008

Bellingham, MA
RS# 3256

is in the Air, 
Time to Repair!

46 No. Main St. Rte. 126 | Bellingham, MA 02019

Ro (Caddick) Kilduff
508-561-4992

Email: ro@rocaddick.com

CHECK LISTINGS AT MY WEBSITE, ROCADDICK.COM

357 West Central St.
Franklin, MA 02038

MEMBER OF THE BELLINGHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Whether you’re a Buyer or a Seller, 
call RO KILDUFF. 

She knows the Bellingham market 
inside and out. NO ONE knows the 

Bellingham area better than RO!

when RO finds you the home
of your dreams!
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July 6th Begins Concerts on the Grass
By DaviD DunBar

“Concerts on the Grass” be-
gins its annual run in Bellingham 
with a performance on July 6th, 
followed by the three Wednes-
days thereafter.

The concerts, which also run 
in Mendon, are organized and 
performers paid by ABMI – Ac-
cess Bellingham-Mendon Inc. 
and can be seen on Cable 8 in 
Bellingham.

Started in the 1990’s, “The 
series was going when I arrived 
at the station in 2000,” says Steve 
Saraceno, “and it’s my job to 
keep it going.” He’s the public-
ity director. “It has been quite a 
run!” 

“The concert series has be-
come a summertime fixture in 
Bellingham,” says Town Clerk 
Lawrence Sposato, “giving resi-
dents the opportunity to relax 
and enjoy musical and other 
types of  entertainment under the 
open skies.  At the same time, the 
concerts allow for the showcasing 
of  local talents.”  

Here’s the schedule:

• July 6, 6 p.m. – Kids Night 
with Wayne Potash and 
Trevor the Games Man.  
(No pony rides tonight).  

• July 13, 6 p.m. – Free pony 
rides.  7 p.m. Morse Code 
(classic rock).  Opening Act: 
The Wild Beyond (classic 
rock).

• July 20, 6 p.m. – Free pony 
rides.  7 p.m. Vinyl Echo 
(80’s rock).

• July 27, 6 p.m. – Free pony 
rides.  7 p.m. Jesse Liam 
Band (contemporary rock).

“We tape each concert,” ex-
plains Saraceno, “and will re-
broadcast the Wednesday show 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day.”  The archives section of  the 
website contains concerts from 
the past and you can check them 
all out at www.ABMI8.org

ABMI invites local companies 
to sponsor a concert; the Town 
Common Trustees often sponsor 
the first event.  “Concerts on the 
Grass” is open to all and is free.

“We hope kids will come out 
for a free pony ride,” says Sara-
ceno, “and everybody can enjoy 
an evening of  music outdoors.”

Entertainment on Wednesday evenings is provided by a variety of 
bands and this one is the Jesse Liam Band.

Free pony rides are offered for kids compliments of Ponies from Ridge 
Valley Stables.

Franklin Town News 
now has its own 
Facebook page!

Franklin Town News  
on Facebook  

to keep up-to-date with  
articles, events, giveaways and 

contest announcements  
for Franklin!

Free Yoga!
How about some FREE yoga 

on the beach?  Instructor Holy 
Davenport is leading one-hour 
classes on Thursdays at 8 a.m. 
beginning July 7 through Sep-
tember 9 at Bellingham’s Silver 
Lake.  Parking passes are $10 for 
town residents and available at 
the Department of  Public Works. 
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ADC SEPTIC
We will meet or beat all competitors’ discounts—GUARANTEED!

•	 Portable	Toilet	Rentals

•	 Excavations

•	 Title	V	Inspections

•	 Sewer	Connections

•	 System	Installations

•	 Engineering

•	 Repairs

•	 Underground	Camera	
Inspections

www.ADC SEPTIC.com
email: ADCseptic@gmail.com

508-883-9000
Blackstone, MA

CELL: (508) 397-1916

Richard (Rick) Lamothe
Electrical Contractor

Small jobs, service upgrades, fire alarms
All phases of old and new construction

Electrician — Master License in MA & RI

Great Local Summer Hikes near Bellingham and Franklin
By MarJOrie Turner HOllMan

For readers looking for the 
most challenging hikes, the 
state forests nearby in Franklin 
(off Grove Street), Foxborough, 
(F. Gilbert. Hills off Thurston 
Street), Upton (off  Westboro 
Road), and Wrentham (off  
Taunton Street) all offer chal-
lenging hiking on multiple, often 
unmarked trails. Expect to find 
rugged trail surfaces, lots of  rocks 
and roots, but very few if  any real 
views.

If  you are looking for Easy 
Walks, you can head over to Pan-
ther Way, next to the Franklin Po-
lice Station, (and behind Franklin 

High School). There you’ll find a 
handicapped accessible sculpture 
park that takes visitors around a 
small dammed pond, the former 
site of  Franklin’s town pool. This 
area was closed for swimming in 
the 1970s, and restored around 
2014 to its present outdoor use, 
featuring multiple sculptures. 
Another great Franklin outdoor 
option is Delcarte Conservation 
Area off Pleasant Street. Enjoy a 
loop trail around the large pond. 
The trail has some roots and is 
narrow. Beware of  poison ivy! If  
you visit in the early morning you 
may be lucky enough to see a va-
riety of  wildlife.

The Southern New England 

Trunkline Trail (SNETT) pres-
ently has three local entrances 
with parking. Parking in available 
in Franklin on Grove Street. Bell-
ingham offering parking on Lake 
Street and is relatively handi-
capped accessible (the slope from 
the street may be challenging 
for some). The SNETT headed 
back toward Franklin from Lake 
Street is packed stone dust up to 
the Pleasant Street tunnel (and 
tunnels are always fun!). The 
SNETT entrance at Center 
Street in Bellingham is handi-
capped accessible. Take care 
when crossing Center Street, 
which has a 45 MPH speed limit. 
No motorized vehicles permitted. 

Another enjoyable half-mile 
walk in Bellingham will get 

you to the banks of  the Charles 
River. Parking is at the High 
Street fields. The trail head is at 
the back of  the field. The path 
has become rockier lately be-
cause of  dirt bikes on the trails, 
but the sight of  the Charles 
River, still a small stream at this 
spot, is worth the relatively small 
effort to avoid the rocks. Pay at-
tention to the red arrows that 
lead to the water. Multiple ad-
ditional trails will lead you into 

swampy areas. Bring (and use!) 
bug spray.

My favorite local spot to get 
a view is at the Knuckup Hill 
property (also known as Sweatt 
Hill) in Wrentham. Parking is at 
the Wrentham Senior Center on 
Taunton Street, or next to the 
trail head near the Building Ser-
vices Department offices. From 

HIKES
continued on page 7 

Shown at Delcarte Conservation area in Franklin is, L-R Anna, Nicole 
and David Rogers of Bellingham.

Charles River, Bellingham
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Your Money, Your Independence 

Enjoy Every Sandwicher Moment.  
Once David Letterman had 

frequent guest and a favorite mu-
sician of  his, Warren Zevon, on 
for an entire show. Zevon, who’d 
disclosed terminal cancer, per-
formed and interviewed through-
out. Dave at one point asked, 
“Anything you know now, that I 
should know?” to which Zevon 
wittily deadpanned, “Enjoy every 
sandwich.”

Those raising children and 
helping aging parents often feel 
rushed and are distracted think-
ing about what’s next, overlook-
ing the beauty of  daily, mundane 
moments. 

July is National Sandwich 
Generation Month, celebrating a 
generation of  people sandwiched 
between caring for their young 
children and aging parents at the 
same time.

I’m a Sandwicher, as are ap-
proximately 15% of  Americans 
between ages 40-60 who face the 
challenges of  planning, communi-
cating and executing for 3 genera-
tions at once. 

In 2018, my parents were 
struggling with health to remain 
independent in NH after 60 years 
in their home. Stress raised on my 

mom as a caregiver and daily liv-
ing/house routines began to slide. 
My wife, our daughters (then 5 
& 3) and I lived comfortably in 
our Ashland home. The adults 
agreed on a Plan B supported by 
updated financial planning. Sell 
both homes, buy a new home 
for 3 generations and live as one 
household sharing in daily re-
sponsibilities. 

The urgency was greater than 
anticipated and not without chal-
lenges since our move to Hol-
liston, here’s some antidotes for 
Sandwichers:

Small talks instead of “The Talk.” 
Families don’t like to think about 
declining health and elder care, 
let alone discuss it. I used single 
topics tied to a recent story about 
a friend, asking what they would 
do. Gained small agreements, the 
changed topics as would address 
others another day to frame a mu-
tual plan.

 Bring in outside mediators. 
My aunt shared with my mom 
that time is not your friend. She 
encouraged the positives to take 
action now, rather than later 
when fewer options are available. 
Additionally, we consulted with 

an elder care attorney on un-
derstanding MA Health options, 
current trusts, POAs and proxies 
before making the move. 

Your spouse’s support is criti-
cal. Incredibly fortunate to have 
a spouse that pushed me to see 
the positives and embraces bring-
ing family in as “you’d want your 
daughters to treat you the same 
someday.”

Through the eyes of a child. It’s 
not all about you, the girls show 
the love and benefits of  learn-
ing by being around grandma 
and grandpa. And vice versa, as 
health has improved so has activ-
ity as the girls provide motivation 
and energy. 

Sometimes timing is every-
thing. I couldn’t imagine the 
anxiety and ill-advised actions my 
parents would have faced on their 
own these past 2-plus years. 

Your parents sacrificed many 
things to make sure you had it bet-
ter, including concealing issues to 
not worry you. Be open with com-
munication and embrace change, 
the best ways to prevent costly 
unintended consequences and 
ensure positive lasting memories. 

The opinions voiced in this material 
are for general information only and are 
not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual.

Glenn Brown is a Holliston resident 
and owner of  PlanDynamic, LLC, 
www.PlanDynamic.com. Glenn is a 

fee-only Certified Financial Planner™ 
helping motivated people take control of  
their planning and investing, so they can 
balance kids, aging parents and financial 
independence.

– SPONSORED CONTENT –

Fathers Day 2022

Linda & Rob Daley 
508-966-1136 

131 N. Main St. (Rt. 126) 
Bellingham, MA

www.CircleCGFarm.com
Member Bellingham Business Association

Rep. Soter Supports Governor’s Veto to 
Prevent Undocumented Immigrants 
from Obtaining Mass. Driver’s License 

State Representative Michael 
J. Soter (R-Bellingham) recently 
voted to sustain Governor Char-
lie Baker’s veto of  legislation that 
would allow undocumented im-
migrants to obtain a Massachu-
setts driver’s license. 

In voting to support the Gov-
ernor’s veto, Representative 
Soter cited concerns about the 
fairness of  the underlying bill 
and questioned whether suffi-
cient safeguards are in place to 
prevent individuals who cannot 
provide proof  of  lawful residence 
from using a driver’s license to 
register to vote. Despite his ob-
jections, the House of  Represen-
tatives voted 119-36 to override 
the Governor’s veto on June 8. 

The Senate is expected to take 
up the Governor’s veto on June 
9. If  the override is successful, 
the bill will become law without 
Governor Baker’s signature and 
will take effect on July 1, 2023. 

House Bill 4470, An Act relative 
to work and family mobility, was ini-

tially approved by the House of  
Representatives on February 16 
by a vote of  120-36, with Rep-
resentative Soter opposed. The 
Senate passed its own version of  
the bill – Senate Bill 2872 – on 
May 5 by a vote of  32-8. 

A conference committee 
appointed to reconcile the dif-
ferences between the two bills 
worked quickly to finalize a 
compromise bill, House Bill 
4805, which was opposed by the 
two Republican conferees, Rep-
resentative Steven Xiarhos (R-
Barnstable) and Senator Ryan 
Fattman (R-Webster). 

Under the bill, individuals 
who cannot provide proof  of  
lawful presence in the United 
States will now be able to ob-
tain a non-REAL ID compliant 
Massachusetts driver’s license if  
they can produce sufficient docu-
mentation to verify their identity 

LICENSE
continued on page 7 
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Bellingham, MA 02019
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Bellingham, MA 02019
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375 Putnam Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
401-757-6872
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MONEY-SAVING COUPON!
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Seniors & Veterans
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Happy 4th of July,
Bellingham!
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Bellingham, YMCA Enhance Activities at Silver Lake 
Municipal Spotlight

By Ken HaMWey,  
BulleTin STaff WriTer

The town of  Bellingham and 
the Hockomock Area YMCA of  
Franklin are a terrific example 
of  reciprocity and how it should 
work.

Webster’s Dictionary defines 
reciprocity as “a mutual or co-
operative interchange of  favors.’’ 
That would lead to a recipro-
cal relationship, and that’s what 
began at Silver Lake Beach on 
June 18 and will continue until 
Labor Day weekend.

The Franklin branch of  the 
YMCA is providing lifeguards 
at Silver Lake Beach (on Cross 
Street in Bellingham) at no cost 
to the town. Bellingham, how-
ever, will allow the YMCA to 
conduct swimming lessons (for 
children six months old to age 
12) at the beach and to also run 
a summer camp for youth, which 
includes boating, canoeing, kaya-
king, paddle boarding, fishing 
and swimming. The camp, which 
got underway on June 20, will 
continue until Aug. 19 and the 

hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. But, 
parents can opt for a longer avail-
able time frame. 

There is a fee for the swim-
ming lessons and also for the 
camp. The swim lesson schedule 
and information on the costs are 
available on the town’s website 
(Bellinghamma.org). 

Town Administrator Denis 
Fraine, who initiated the agree-
ment with the YMCA 10 years 
ago in 2012, says the town saves 
significant money by having the 
YMCA provide lifeguards, who 
can earn as much as $20 per 
hour. “The town isn’t in busi-
ness to manage a waterfront but 
the YMCA is,’’ he emphasized. 
“That’s a huge benefit for the 
town.’’

Lifeguards are on duty at Sil-
ver Lake from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
seven days a week until Labor 
Day. A minimum of  two life-
guards will oversee beach activity 
but that number would increase 
to as many as five, if  needed. The 
beach is open beyond Labor Day 
but no lifeguards will be present.

Scott Martin, the executive di-
rector of  the Franklin branch of  
the YMCA, deals with the orga-

nization’s day-to-day operations 
and community relations. 

“Bellingham is in our service 
area and that gives us an oppor-
tunity to make the program more 
convenient,’’ Martin said. “Silver 
Lake is a unique location that re-
ally can’t be replicated. It’s a win-
win arrangement for us and for 
the town.’’

Martin also emphasizes that 
enrollment for the swimming les-
sons or the summer camp is open 
throughout the summer. “And, 
we don’t turn anyone away if  
the fee is a financial problem,’’ 
he said. “We work with families 
if  there’s difficulty by offering a 
scholarship process for those that 
need financial help.’’

Fraine notes that the part-
nership with the YMCA “isn’t 
just about getting qualified life-
guards, it’s also about providing 
programs for families.’’ He adds 
that parents and families can also 
enjoy the splash park for toddlers 
and the playground area at Silver 
Lake.

Fraine said that the arrange-
ment with the YMCA gives the 
town the ability to keep the an-
nual fee at $10 for residents to go 
to Silver Lake. The fee enables 
the town to deal with costs like 
testing the water quality and 
emptying trash and garbage.

Martin points to another 
plus the YMCA offers Belling-
ham families — before and after 
school programs. “Parents can 
drop off their children as early 
as 7 a.m. and pick them up by 6 
p.m.,’’ he said. “The programs 
are offered at the Stallbrook and 
DiPietro elementary schools and 
also at the Middle School.’’

Martin, who resides in Frank-
lin, has been employed by the 

YMCA for 10 years. He’s a na-
tive of  Dartmouth, attended 
Dartmouth High School and 
graduated from UMass-Amherst, 
majoring in communications.

Commenting on the YMCA’s 
active role at Silver Lake this 
summer, Martin said: “Silver 
Lake is a New England experi-
ence. Our lifeguards take pride 
working there and they notice 
how clean the area is. Our team 
is a talented group that loves 
what they do and we’re pleased 
with the agreement we have with 
Bellingham.’’

When Fraine was asked if  
Bellingham’s reciprocal arrange-
ment with the YMCA will con-
tinue for the foreseeable future, 
he had a one-word answer. “Yes.’’

And, why not? Especially 
when it benefits both and it’s 
been a winning formula for a de-
cade.

For more information on the 
Hockomock Area YMCA’s pro-
grams, go to Hockymca.org.

Scott Martin is the executive 
director of the Hockomock Y’s 
Franklin branch.

Silver Lake is an enjoyable setting for children to sharpen their paddle-
boarding skills.
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with the Registry of  Motor Ve-
hicles. This documentation must 
include either a valid unexpired 
foreign passport or a valid un-
expired Consular Identification 
document, as well as one of  the 
following: a valid unexpired driv-
er’s license from any US state or 
territory; an original or certified 
copy of  a birth certificate; a valid 
unexpired foreign national iden-
tification card; a valid unexpired 
foreign driver’s license; or a mar-
riage certificate or divorce decree 
issued in Massachusetts. At least 
one document must include a 
photograph of  the applicant and 
one document must include their 
date of  birth.  

Proponents of  the bill say it 
will improve public safety by en-
couraging undocumented immi-
grants to undergo driver training 
and to insure their motor vehi-
cles. 

Representative Soter previ-
ously supported an alternative 
proposal, filed by Representative 
Shawn Dooley (R-Norfolk), that 

would instead allow undocu-
mented residents to apply for 
a state-issued “driver privilege 
card” (DPC) to legally operate 
a motor vehicle in Massachu-
setts, but the amendment was 
defeated. 

Representative Soter also ob-
jected to language in the bill that 
prohibits the Registrar of  Motor 
Vehicles from disclosing or mak-
ing public record any personally 
identifying information provided 
by an applicant, unless required 
by federal law or authorized 
through regulations that will be 
developed by the attorney gen-
eral. He previously supported a 
pair of  amendments that would 
have required the Registrar to 
provide information on an ap-
plicant under specific circum-
stances, including to a city or 
town clerk seeking to verify the 
identity and eligibility of  any in-
dividual using a Massachusetts 
license to vote or to register to 
vote, or to a state law enforce-
ment agency requesting informa-
tion pursuant to an investigation. 
Both amendments were defeated 
on votes of  31-125. 

Mark’s Transportation LLC

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Call today for

more information

561-654-9881

Office is located at 51 East Main St., Milford, MA
Office hours are Mon–Fri, 9:00 AM–5 PM

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS WANTED
30 Positions Now Available!

WE PAY MORE

Transport students and adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the certification.

Split Shifts: Early morning, mid/late 
afternoon.

We Pay More.

Great job for retired person or  
someone needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid driver’s
license.

Joe The Plumber
508-962-5225

JothePlumber314@aol.com 

DALPE’S P&M SVCS., LTD.

MA Lic.# 11226 
RI Lic.# 1719

Repairs • Installations 
Kitchen & Bath Remodels • Gas Piping

Gas & Oil Heating System 
Installations • Conversions

Joe Corriveau
Master Plumber

DBA

there a fire road curves around 
the hill to the high point, next 
to the abandoned ski tow equip-
ment. It is a bit of  a climb! Look 
northeast to take in an impressive 
view of  the area. You can see the 
buildings of  downtown Boston, 
but you may need binoculars. 
An additional walk right next to 
Knuckup Hill is Trout pond, a 
pretty walk, especially in the fall.

Our family enjoys getting over 
to Medway, where Choate Park 
offers plentiful parking, an ac-
cessible playground for children 
and a handicapped friendly path 
around the pond. When facing 
the pond from the street, look 
to the left, where a wide, clear, 
mostly level trail offers sound 
footing. The path meanders 
through woodland, goes past the 
back of  Medway High School 
and continues beyond Adams 
Street. The trail club in Medway 
is working to expand this path all 
the way to Holliston. 

Besides the SNETT, area resi-
dents have access to two other 
great local rail trails. The Upper 
Charles Trail reaches from Mil-

ford, at the Hopkinton Town 
Line off Rt. 85, south to down-
town Milford, then back north 
to Holliston. All trail surfaces are 
paved or packed stone dust and 
are great for walking, bicycling, 
and other non-motorized uses. 
The Blackstone Bikeway starts 
in Woonsocket and heads south 
alongside the Blackstone River 
from Woonsocket, RI to Cen-
tral Falls. Another portion of  the 
bikeway, not yet linked to Woon-
socket, is in Blackstone off Canal 
Street. This trail also follows the 
river and reaches from Black-
stone to Uxbridge. It is paved 
and completely handicapped ac-
cessible. 

This is just a short list of  pos-
sible outdoor trails you can enjoy 
locally. We live in a beautiful part 

of  the country. Travel is a great 
way to open our minds, but don’t 
overlook outdoor spaces right 
in your own back yard. Happy 
trails!

Marjorie Turner Hollman, a Bell-
ingham resident, has been freelance-
writing for Local Town Pages and 
The Bellingham Bulletin for many 
years. Nearly 30 years ago, Marjorie 
found herself  in a hospital bed after 
brain surgery to save her life, paralyzed 
on her right side. The years since then 
have been a healing journey as she has 
regained her ability to walk, with sup-
port. Little did she know those years ago 
that one day she would be the author of  
five Easy Walks walking books focused 
on helping others, including those with 
mobility issues, to get out and enjoy the 
outdoors. 

HIKES
continued from page 4

LICENSE
continued from page 5
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Home Equity Line of Credit
Prime Minus 1%

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) effective as of 6/15/2022 and based on the Wall Street Journal Prime: 4.75% as of 6/15/2022. Products are available for owner-occupied 1-4 family residential properties. Minimum monthly payment: Interest 
only during the draw period. APR cannot exceed 18%. Floor rate is 3%. Minimum line $10,000, maximum line $250,000. Homeowners’ insurance is required and flood insurance may be required. Rates may increase after consummation.

Bellingham Bulletin 10” x 6”

Use your home’s equity to save 
money on home projects, college 
tuition and other major purchases 
with a great low rate.

Apply Online
3.75%

APR*

Currently

Equal Housing Lender • Member FDIC • Member DIF
Medway • Bellingham • Mendon 
CharlesRiverBank.com

Amy N. Azza, experienced attorney of 21 years, is 
accepting new clients for their estate planning needs for will, 

trusts, power of attorney and health care proxies.

Discover the Azza Difference
and call Amy Azza at 508 517 4310

or email azzalaw@outlook.com

WHY YOU NEED A WILL
Wills can distribute your property, name an executor, name guardians for 

children, forgive debts and more. Having a will also means that you, rather 
than your state's laws, decide who  gets your property when you die.

WHY YOU NEED A HEALTH CARE PROXY
A health care proxy is a document that names someone you trust as your 

proxy, or agent, to express your wishes and make health care decisions for 
you if you are unable to speak for yourself.

WHY YOU NEED A DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
A Durable Power of Attorney provides extensive power to the 

individual who is assigned that role. Absent an appointed Agent in a 
Durable Power of Attorney, it would be  necessary for a family member 

or loved one to  petition the court to become the guardian  over the 
incapacitated person.

51 Whitehall Way, Bellingham, MA 02019
Ph: 508.517.4310 

Email: AzzaLaw@Outlook.com

Young Artisan Explores Hobby, Forges a Vocation
By JuDiTH DOraTO O’Gara

Nick Riolo might be just 18 
years old, but he’s an old soul 

as well as an artisan. The self-
taught young blacksmith takes 
pride in his art, creating the tools 

he needs to craft iron into func-
tional, beautiful and historically 
accurate specimens.

“It all started just over three 
years ago,” says Riolo, a recent 
graduate of  Norfolk Aggie (Nor-
folk County Agricultural School, 
“I was looking at bush craft, out-
door survival and stuff, just going 
out in the woods with nothing 
just a couple tools. I found it fas-
cinating, using minimal tooling 
and building things, and I’d seen 
a video where this guy was using 
a tool called a draw knife, where 
you strip the bark off wood. It 
was a nice little folding tool, and 
he did a lot with it. I looked at 
some videos of  how to make one 
and tumbled into this world of  
blacksmithing and toolmaking.”

Riolo dove into instructional 
videos on YouTube, joined Face-
book groups, found books on the 
subject to teach himself  and even 
got some tips from Axe and Anvil 
Handworks, of  Tennessee. He 
“got so busy making other stuff, 
all kinds of  things,” he laughs, 
“but I never actually made a 
drawknife.”

Instead, he embarked upon 
a new trade, taking pride in em-

ploying old-time handwork.
“I took the more do-it-yourself  

traditional approach,” says Nick, 
“I wanted to use coal instead of  
propane forges and focus on the 
old skills and equipment. I re-
ally appreciate the history,” says 
Riolo, “A lot of  people don’t use 
that stuff, and it dies out.”

Riolo spends a lot of  time re-
searching “a lot of  ancient arts 
and crafts, especially colonial 
life – mainly 18th century living, 
old recipes and stuff, everything 
from candle- and soap-making 
to black powder.” His focus is 
on American colonial culinary 
equipment, and he’s made fire 
pokers, grilling skewers, trivets, 
gridirons and more, all which is 
customizable.

18-year-old Nick Riolo, of 
Bellingham, will head to 
Hampshire College this fall, 
studying horticulture and 
teaching his unique form of 
Colonial-era blacksmithing for 
college credit.

continued on page 9
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PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor.  Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Glenn Brown, 
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents 

and financial independence.

Want financial independence? 
Are you building with:

■ Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™
■ Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt 
■ Low-cost investments  ■ Growing income streams
■ Maximizing work, government & health benefits
■ Tax planning  ■ Insurance analysis  ■ Estate planning
■ College savings for kids  ■  Care for elderly parents

Year round – Full time/Part Time
Driver’s License Required

 Up to 104K for the right person
Call Kathy @ 617.924.8322 (Texts Not Accepted)

$1,000.00 Sign on Bonus*
Conditions Apply

Equal Opportunity Employer

TREE CLIMBER & LABORER WANTED

HEAT
is just a phone call away!is just a phone call away!

EASTCO OIL: 508-883-9371
www.EastcoOil.com

165 Poplar St., Woonsocket, RI

www.GladuWrecking.comwww.GladuWrecking.com

Best Prices & 
Great Service
Servicing Southern 

MA & RI

10 - 15 - 20 - 25 yd.
Dumpster Rentals

401-769-9125   www.GladuSelfStorage.com401-769-9125   www.GladuSelfStorage.com

Storage Units
5x10 • 10x10 • 10x15 • 10x20

Store Your 
Stuff With Us. 

You’ll Be  
GLAD U Did!

When asked if  he’d identify 
himself  as an artist, Riolo an-
swers, “Definitely. A blacksmith 
is a sculptor of  steel as is a sculp-
tor clay.”

What is he most proud of  
making? Nails.

“As funny as it sounds, it was 
the most challenging thing for 
me, and it pays off in the end. 
Anybody can make a nail, but it 
takes a lot of  patience and prac-
tice to make a good one. There 
are several different styles of  
tooling to make them well,” says 
Nick, who created a nail header 
to do that work. “A lot of  people 
doing woodworking want a qual-
ity nail. With a rectangular nail, 
that has four times the holding 

power of  a wire 
nail, if  you want 
strength, those 
are the way to 
go, and they’re 
d e c o r a t i v e . 
You can do all 
sorts of  differ-
ent styles. I do 
a rose head, a 
very simple but 
beautiful de-
sign, based off  

historic examples.” Nick’s hand-
made nails can also be used for 
historical reproduction, and he 
takes a lot of  time to get them 
right. “I want to make sure I’m 
making something that could 
have been made in that time pe-
riod,” he says.

Another favorite item Nick 
has crafted is a wizard head he 
deems his most interesting and 
challenging sculpture. “It was re-
ally fun to make, and it came out 
exactly how I needed it to. Along 
the way, I had to make several 
tools to get the different features 
on the face,” he explains.

Nick created his first and sec-
ond forge, explaining that for 
production work now, he uses a 
55-gallon oil drum with a brake 
rotor, with miscellaneous iron 
plumbing, “and a hairdryer, es-

sentially.” He’s looking to replace 
the latter with an antique electric 
blower. 

“That’s all you need,” says the 
blacksmith, “You can have the 
bare minimum. Anybody can do 
this, it’s just a matter of  building 
your inventory of  tooling, and 
then making more tools so you 
can get better at making other 
things. I’m still in that process of  
building a shop and setting up 
my equipment. The last three 
years, I’ve collected and made a 
lot of  stuff. Most I can’t use yet – 
I have to have that shop set up.”

That shop, right now, is a har-
bor freight tent in his parents’ 
Bellingham back yard. 

“My Mom and Dad and my 
Stepdad, all my family has been 
super supportive. It’s been a jour-
ney, and it still is ongoing. I ap-
preciate everyone who’s helped 
me,” says Nick.

A shop will have to be put 
on hold, as Riolo will head to 
Hampshire College in the fall, 
with a major in horticulture.

“They do have a little black-
smith shop, more like a fabrica-
tion shop. I’m going in with a 
very special focus that requires a 
different tooling,” says Nick, who 
will have flexibility to teach his 
craft and receive college credit. 

“And I’m definitely taking Amer-
ican History and will possibly 
minor in some sort of  history.”

Ultimately, Nick hopes to help 
keep this historical niche alive.

“You’re successful if  you get 
one person to talk about it, one 
person that can tell somebody 
else and they tell somebody else,” 
says Riolo. Conversely, he says, in 
the olden days, “You had secrecy 
in your trade, a tight-knit com-
munity where everyone didn’t 
share information, because that 

was your livelihood and you 
had one or two apprentices,” 
although in some areas, black-
smiths are still making tools peo-
ple need. 

Nick has created a web-
site for himself, www.rioloiro-
nandleather.com, and you can 
visit his Facebook page “Riolo 
Iron and Leather,” to follow 
along his fascinating journey 
of  new techniques, trials and 
errors in the world of  colonial 
iron work.

These nails and this 
wizard-head are some 
of Riolo’s favorite 
creations. Nails, he 
says, are difficult to do 
well, and he had to forge several 
tools to create the wizard head.
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FREE ESTIMATES FOR ALL FREE ESTIMATES FOR ALL 
ASPECTS OF SITE WORK!ASPECTS OF SITE WORK!

Including:
Septic System Installations • Town Sewer Hook-ups
Water Service Repairs & Connections
Foundations Excavated • Stumps Removed
Rough & Finish Grading

  NO TRUCKING FEENO TRUCKING FEE  
for earth materials delivered for earth materials delivered 

in Bellingham!in Bellingham!
Screened Loam .................$20/yd.*

FULLYFULLY
INSUREDINSURED

Stone available; call for pricing

F.E. MORSE
 ENTERPRISES IN

C.

508-883-9700

434 Center St.434 Center St.
Bellingham, MA 02019Bellingham, MA 02019

*Price subject to change Residential &
Commercial Roofing Contractor

QUALITY   MASTER

MA Lic. #116815 RI Lic. #9058

508-966-0306 or 1-800-662-4443 
Visit our website at:

www.cooksroofing.com

Bellingham’s #1 Choice in Roofers

SNOW 
PLOWING

SANDING

SALTING
d

f

d

df

f

d

f

GET IT RIGHT. THE FIRST TIME.

208 MAIN STREET, SUITE 104 • MILFORD, MA 01757

Tax Preparation & Accounting
•  Accurate, accredited, affordable
•  Extensions and electronic filing
•  Preparing for next year
•  Bookkeeping and small-business 

accounting
•  Day, evening & weekend appointments available
•  Experienced, friendly, professional

Brian M. MacNeil, CPA
508-381-2807

BrianMacNeilCPA@gmail.com

Volunteers Put in Greenhouse Foundation, Shed at 
Bellingham Community Garden
By J.D. O’Gara

On Saturday, June 11th, mem-
bers of  the Bellingham Commu-
nity Garden and Garden Club 
of  Bellingham, MA, with help 
from RJD Construction, braved 
some hot sun and erected a new 
shed and laid the foundation for 
a new greenhouse on site at the 
Bellingham Community Garden 

on Center Street. The volunteers 
used funds from the Food In-
frastructure Grant received this 
year. The greenhouse will soon 
be completed for seedling culti-
vation and to extend the growing 
season. The group, in fact, pur-
chased an air bender to bend the 
pipes for the greenhouse, which 
was a less expensive option than 
purchasing pre-bend rods. 

“We are looking forward to 
seeing what the Town of  Belling-
ham does with the grant funds 
on the Farmstand for the market 
this year,” said Micky DeFosses, 
Bellingham Community Garden 
manager. 

Thanks to a Food Infrastructure 
Grant received earlier this year, 
the Bellingham Community 
Garden will now house a 
greenhouse, with rods bent by its 
own volunteers.Volunteers work together to 

install the new shed.
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On Friday, June 3rd, the class of 2022 attended their annual all-night party, Operation Graduation, at the Bellingham 
High School. The theme of this year’s party was “Through the Years” and provided the graduates with a walk down 
memory lane. The event was planned and hosted by many senior parents that volunteered their time and resources to 
making this year’s event a huge success. The goal of the event remains keeping our senior graduates safe while having 
an amazing time together for one last night after graduation. The Operation Graduation Committee cannot express 
enough, our sincere appreciation to the parents, families, Bellingham School Administration and local businesses that 
donated their time, resources and talents from the start. This year long endeavor, to provide a safe and fun night, began 
in October of 2021 with fundraising and ended with perfect execution leading to smiling faces and lasting memories.
We would like to extend a very special Thank You to the following;

Alexanders Auto Repair
ANP Bellingham Energy Co / 

Vistra Corp.
Antron Engineering
Elena Esty, Avon Consultant 
Bellingham Electric
Bellicure Nails & Spa
Bellingham Business Association
Bellingham Lions Club
Bellingham Police Association
Bellingham VFW Post
BJ’s Wholesale Club
Blackhawk Pizza
Bob’s Discount Furniture
Boston Duck Tours
Caryville Garage
CBD Releaf Center
Chick Fil-A
Chili’s 
Coca Cola Northern New England
Dairy Queen

Dave & Busters
David Ayotte 
Dean Bank
Doggie Trim by Shawn
Dunkin Donuts
Flik Campus Dining at  

St. Mark’s School
Friendly’s
Garelick Farms
Genesis Distributors
Grumpy’s Restaurant & Pub
Kelley Byrnes-Benkart
Infinite Pawz-abilities 
Jersey Mike’s
Joe the Plumber
Joff’s BBQ
Kellogg’s 
Lake Street Auto
LongHorn Steakhouse
MapleGate golf course
Market Basket

Mass Renewables 
Milford Federal Bank
Norfolk DA’s office - grant
ODIN EPC, LLC 
Ostrander Insurance Agency
Outback Steakhouse
Pandolfi’s Fine Chocolate
Paws & Claws
Phil’s Excavating
Pinpoint Chiropractic
Pinz
PJ’s Bar & Grill
Primo Pizza
Razor Sharpe Salon
Regal Cinema 
Regency Transportation, Inc.
Rock & Coal Restaurant
Rosewood Restaurant
Scott M Haynes Electrician
Sign A Rama
Smart Style Hair

Snyder-Lance Distributors
Sol De Mexico
Stop & Stop
The Perfect Blend
Tingley’s 
Uno’s Pizzeria & Grill
VanMillwork
Vohn’s Restaurant
Walmart 
Wojcik’s Farm
Worcester DA’s office - Grant
Xtreme Craze 

1 Menfi Way, Hopedale  •  508-381-3292  •  myhopedalepizza.com

$5 OFF 
Dine-in/Take-out orders on purchase $10 or more

VALID ON FOOD ONLY

NEAPOLITAN PIZZA! 
Beer & Wine Now Available (DINE-IN ONLY)

Local Spots to Splash Into this Summer
By aSHley KaziJian

Silver Lake Park 
(Bellingham)

95 Cross St, Bellingham, MA 02019
Parks’ Commission: (508) 883 1606

The Park is open from 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. or dark, which-
ever comes first. A parking pass 
is required and can be obtained 
online at the town website (bell-
inghamma.org). The 2022 park-
ing pass rates are as follows: Day 
Pass: $7, Residential Season Pass: 
$10, and Non- Residential Sea-
son Pass: $60. The gate to the 
park is locked nightly and on July 
4th, the Gate will be locked at 4 
p.m. The park has a splash pad 
open daily from 10 a.m. -4 p.m. 
Lifeguards are on duty from late 
June through Labor Day. When 
there is no lifeguard on duty, 
swimming is at one’s own risk. 
Portable restrooms are available 
on site from June-August. There 
are no open flame beach fires for 
cooking allowed, no alcohol, no 
dogs, and no smoking. Fishing 
and boating are permitted with 
restrictions. Please visit the town 
website for a full description of  
park rules and regulations.

Casey Pool (Milford)

41 Prospect Street, Milford MA 
01757

(508) 473 5998
The Casey Memorial Swim-

ming Pool opened for the season 
on June 25th and will be open

daily from 11:15 a.m. to 6:45 
p.m. There is a designated park-
ing area on site. On site facilities

include showers, restrooms, 
and lockers. There is a lifeguard 
on duty at all times. Swim

lessons are available and there 
is an outdoor swimming pool lift 
available for accessibility

needs. Alcohol and glass con-
tainers are prohibited. For the full 
list of  rules and regulations,

please call the number above.

Arcand Park (Bellingham)

Located on Lake Street behind 
Lake Street Auto, Bellingham MA 
02019

Parks’ Commission: (508) 883 1606
The park is open June 

through October daily from 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. or dark, which-
ever comes first. A parking pass 
is required and can be obtained 

online at the town website (bell-
inghamma.org). The 2022 park-
ing pass rates are as follows: Day 
Pass: $7, Residential Season Pass: 
$10, and Non- Residential Sea-
son Pass: $60. The gate to the 
park is locked nightly. There is 
no lifeguard on duty at any time 
throughout the open season. 
Portable restrooms are available 
on site from June-August. There 
are no open flame beach fires for 
cooking allowed, no alcohol, no 
dogs, and no smoking. Fishing 
and boating are permitted with 

restrictions. Please visit the town 
website for a full description of  
park rules and regulations.

Bernon Family Branch 
YMCA (Franklin)

45 Forge Hill Road, Franklin MA 
02038

(508) 528 8708
Many program and member-

ship options are offered at our 
local YMCA branch. The Ber-
non Family Branch has both an 
indoor pool and an outside pool 

that opens for the season on June 
18th. There are many different 
memberships available depend-
ing on age and household size. 
For information on registration 
fees and monthly rates, please 
contact the YMCA at the num-
ber listed above. Those inter-
ested in joining may be eligible 
to participate in current promo-
tions (this month you can join 
for $1 and pay nothing until 
July by using the promo code 
“JUNEFREE22” when signing 
up online or at the branch) or for 
financial assistance.
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TOP RATED DRIVING SCHOOL WITH
83 - FIVE★ ★ ★ ★ ★ RATINGS ON GOOGLE

CENTERPOINT
   DRIVING ACADEMY
          Milford • 508-217-4447

Register at www.centerpointdrivingacademy.com

Only School to Use Newer SUVs – 50% Safer Than Sedans
91% of Students Earn License First Time

★★  No Hassle Scheduling On LineNo Hassle Scheduling On Line
★★  Free One of a Kind Life Skills Class – Parents Can Come Too – Trademark PendingFree One of a Kind Life Skills Class – Parents Can Come Too – Trademark Pending

★★  Safety is #1 with CDA – we have installed plastic partitions to separate students and instructorSafety is #1 with CDA – we have installed plastic partitions to separate students and instructor

“We had great experiences with Centerpoint. I had two children go through their course in the last eight months and both 
passed the road test on first attempt. The instructors are on time and very responsive to the kids and their needs. The office 

staff is great and always had the answers to my questions. I would highly recommend this driving school to anyone.”

Bellingham Senior Center Concert 
Draws Young and Old Alike

By MarJOrie Turner HOllMan

Mark Mandeville and Rai-
anne Richards brought their en-
tire band with them to a concert 
at the Bellingham Sr. Center. 
Threat of  rain brought everyone 

indoors, where about 40 Bell-
ingham residents, young and 
old, enjoyed their original tunes. 
“This program was supported in 
part by the Bellingham Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is 

supported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

From L-R, Doug Williamson, 
Raianne Richards, Mark Man-
deville, Peter Hart

HANDYMAN SOLUTIONS
774-571-0738

HandymansSolutions111@gmail.com

Joseph O'Connor
INSURED 

MA HIC REG# 173344

For all your 
Home Improvement 

and Repair Needs

House and Senate Agree on $350M Municipal 
Transportation Infrastructure Bond Authorization 

State Representative Michael 
Soter (R-Bellingham) is pleased 
to announce that the House and 
Senate have reached an agree-
ment on a $350 million bond 
bill to assist cities and towns with 
their local transportation infra-
structure needs. 

House Bill 4638, An Act financ-
ing improvements to municipal roads 
and bridges, will provide commu-
nities with $200 million to help 
maintain local roads and bridges 
under the state’s Chapter 90 pro-
gram for Fiscal Year 2023. The 
bill also includes $150 million 
in additional funding for several 

transportation-related munici-
pal grant programs. With this 
passage, the towns of  the 8th 
Worcester District will receive the 
following amounts: 

• Uxbridge - $507,192 
• Millville - $107,710 
• Blackstone - $229,181 
• Bellingham - $539,513
The bond bill was enacted by 

the House on a vote of  155-0 on 
June 16 and by the Senate on a 
vote of  38-0 the same day. At 
press time, it stood before Gover-
nor Charlie Baker for his review 
and signature. 

“I’m thrilled to bring this 
funding back to the 8th Worces-
ter District,” commented State 
Representative Michael J. Soter. 
“Chapter 90 funding is crucial to 
each of  the communities in the 
8thWorcester District and serves 
to make an impactful difference 
to each town’s infrastructure.” 

Representative Soter said that 
in addition to the Chapter 90 
funding, the House and Senate 
have approved funding increases 
for five state grant programs that 
communities can apply to for ad-
ditional transportation assistance. 
House Bill 4638 provides for: 

• a $40 million increase for 
the construction, recon-
struction, resurfacing, repair 
and improvement of  pave-
ment and surface condi-
tions on non-federally aided 
roadways; 

• a $30 million increase in 
the municipal small bridge 
program, which supports 
the design, engineering, 
construction, preservation, 

reconstruction and repair 
of, or improvements to, non-
federally aided bridges; 

• a $30 million increase for the 
Complete Streets Program, 
which provides technical 
assistance and construction 
funding to eligible munici-
palities seeking to provide 
safe and accessible travel 
mode options for people of  
all ages and abilities; 

• a $25 million increase for 
grants to municipalities for 
the prioritization and en-
hancement of  mass transit 
by bus; and 

• a $25 million increase for 
grants to municipalities to 
expand access to mass tran-
sit and commuter rail sta-
tions. 

Established in 1973, the 
Chapter 90 program allocates 
funding annually to all 351 Mas-
sachusetts cities and towns, using 
a formula that takes into ac-
count the weighted average of  a 
community’s local road mileage 
(58.33%), population (20.83%) 
and employment (20.83%). 
Funding is provided on a reim-
bursable basis, with cities and 

towns paying up-front for eligible 
expenses before receiving com-
pensation from the state. 

Representative Soter noted 
that Chapter 90 funding can be 
used for a variety of  construction 
purposes, including road resur-
facing, sidewalk repairs, direction 
and warning signs, traffic signals, 
crosswalks, and street lighting. 
Other eligible construction proj-
ects include structural work on 
bridges, culverts, footbridges and 
pedestrian bridges, and retaining 
walls. 

Communities can also use 
Chapter 90 funding for the pur-
chase or long-term lease of  cer-
tain road-building equipment 
specifically related to a Chapter 
90 project, such as backhoes, 
catch basin cleaners, concrete 
mixers, excavators and pavers. 
Certain consultant services are 
also eligible for Chapter 90 reim-
bursement, including civil engi-
neering, land surveying services 
and environmental permitting 
support, as well as miscellaneous 
expenses such as salt storage 
sheds and garages for storing 
road building equipment.  

THUNDERMIST CAR WASH
Featuring the best quality fully 

automated environmentally responsible 
car wash system ever engineered. 

Open 8 AM–8 PM every day. 

351 Pulaski Blvd., Bellingham.
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SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree Removals & Pruning

Ornamental Tree Pruning Is Our Specialty
Natural Hand Pruning of Shrubs

Cabling & Bracing

* FREE ESTIMATES *

Fully Insured including Workers Compensation
Residential & Commercial

 Email: butlertree80@yahoo.com • Find us on Facebook
Visit us online at www.butlerandsonstreeservice.com 

~ FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ~
• Climber/Driver Wanted        • Ground Person/Driver Wanted

 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1980

508-876-8900 

The Tole Booth
Treasures for the Home, From the Heart

Country
Primitive Decorative Decor 
and a Whole Lot More! 

Americana Items
Lamps & Lampshades

Country Linens 
Signs & Prints • Garden Flags

Candles • Birdhouses
Handmade Items by  

Local Artisans!
and so much more!

FOR UPDATES

129 Main St. (Rte. 122) • Blackstone, MA 01504
SUMMER HOURS:SUMMER HOURS:  Wed—Fri, 10–5, and Sat, 10–4. Wed—Fri, 10–5, and Sat, 10–4. CLOSED JULY 4THCLOSED JULY 4TH..

Where You Can Find Nearby Fireworks
By J.D. O’Gara

Looking for fireworks?
If  you’re patient, Bellingham 

residents can hold out for your 
summer fireworks fix until Bell-
ingham Days, which will take 
place from August 11th – 13th, 
with fireworks on the final day. 

If, however, your July isn’t 
complete without explosions, 
bursts of  color and the smell of  
burnt gunpowder, you can find 
fireworks at these nearby loca-
tions:

• Franklin
Franklin will hold its 4th of  

July celebration for five days 
(this year beginning on June 
30th), with a carnival and en-
tertainment each night, as well 
as booths by community groups. 
More information can be found 
at (https://www.franklin4th.
com/). Fireworks are scheduled 
for July 2nd at 10 p.m., set off 
from Franklin High School, after 
the second annual Blues Festival, 
which will take place on Frank-
lin Town Common beginning at 
noon.

• Milford
July 4th fireworks were 

planned to be early this year, on 
Saturday, June 25th, with a rain 
date of  the next night, at 10 p.m., 
at Plains Park. The town’s fourth 
of  July festivities will begin with a 
parade at 10 a.m.

• Uxbridge
Uxbridge Premier 4th of  July 

Fireworks: Celebrating UniBank 
150 (+2) Years of  Service, Mc-
closkey Middle School, 62 Cap-
ron St., Uxbridge, Gates open at 
5 p.m.5PM for delicious food and 
treats, inflatable rides and games, 
the 5th annual The Larynx sing-
ing competition, with fireworks 
at 9 p.m. sharp.

• Medway
Celebrate Medway Day, on 

July 16, 2022 at Choate Park, 
will feature fireworks at 9 p.m. 
over Choate Pond. The day will 
also include FREE activities for 
young (including pony rides) 
and old including remote con-
trol racetrack, a climbing wall, 
a dunk tank, and boating on the 
pond, and refreshments “at good 
old-fashioned prices” will be 
available.

• Walpole
Walpole has been holding an 

annual Night Before the Fourth 
celebration for over 50 years, 
with live music, vendors and food 
available in downtown Walpole. 
THIS year’s event, however, is 
two nights before the Fourth, tak-
ing place on July 2nd. Festivities 
will begin at Walpole Town Hall, 
135 School St., at 6 p.m. (Get 
there early, as parking becomes a 
challenge as the crowd increases. 
Stone and School Streets will be 
closed starting 4:30 p.m.) Fire-
works, launched from the center 
pool area on School Street, will 
take place at 9:30 p.m. 

• Smithfield, RI
Fireworks, Food Trucks, and 

Steve Anthony & Persuasion at 
Deerfield Park will take place on 
July 1st, from 5-9 p.m.

• Holliston
The Holliston Lions Club will 

be having its 59th annual Carni-
val at the Holliston High School 
from July 13th – 16th (Wed.-
Sat.). Hours are 5 p.m. – 10 
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, 
5 p.m. – 11 p.m. on Friday, and 
1 – 11 p.m. on Saturday. There 
will be fireworks on Saturday July 
16th at 10 p.m. 

• Newton
The 4th of  July celebration 

takes place in Newton from 1 – 9 
p.m. at Albemarle Field, Water-
town Street, Route 16. Fireworks 
will go off at 9 p.m., but before 
that, there’s amusements, live 
bands and other entertainment, 
including children’s activities. 

Black Blood Donors Needed:  Red Cross 
Raises Awareness for Sickle Cell Disease

The American Red Cross looked 
to raise awareness and increase much-
needed blood donations from diverse 
blood donors through a series of  
blood drives connected with the Ju-
neteenth federal holiday last month.

An estimated 100,000 Americans, 
primarily of  African descent, live with 
sickle cell disease in the United States 
and the disease affects 1 out of  every 
365 Black births. Although there is 
no cure, regular blood transfusions 
can help patients manage the intense 
pain and organ damage associated 
with the sickling of  blood. 

Although donors of  all races are 
encouraged to donate blood, many 
patients have rare blood types unique 
to certain races and ethnicities. Pa-
tients with rare blood types may de-
pend on donors of  the same race or 
similar ethnicity for the most compat-
ible blood

“When I’m in the hospital and I 
don’t have blood because my blood 
is sickling, I just feel miserable,” said 
Nari’k Page, a sickle cell patient who 
is frequently hospitalized in need of  
blood transfusions. “It feels like some-
thing is broken inside my body and 
the only thing that can fix it is blood.” 
You can view Nari’k’s story here: 
https://youtu.be/gOAkMAvifto

Partnerships within the Black 
community are critical to building 
trust, sharing information and work-
ing together to engage new donors 
and help save lives. The Red Cross 

is grateful for the support of  the 
NAACP, the YMCA of  Greater Bos-
ton, the Boston Public Health Com-
mission, the Waymark Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church in Dorchester and 
other community partners who have 
helped share this important message. 
How to donate blood

Simply download the American 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa 
Echo device to make an appointment 
or for more information. All blood 
types are needed to ensure a reliable 
supply for patients. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or two other 
forms of  identification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who are 17 years 
of  age in most states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds and are in 
generally good health may be eligible 
to donate blood. High school students 
and other donors 18 years of  age and 
younger also have to meet certain 
height and weight requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can save 
time at their next donation by using 
RapidPass® to complete their pre-
donation reading and health history 
questionnaire online, on the day of  
their donation, before arriving at the 
blood drive. To get started, follow the 
instructions at RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass or use the Blood Donor 
App.
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Milford -Franklin Eye Center
Decades of Service to the Community And 
a New Provider

By: rOGer M. KalDaWy, M.D. 
MilfOrD franKlin eye CenTer

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
has been providing excellent eye 
care to the community for de-
cades.  With much excitement, 
we are happy to announce that 
we have grown to a dedicated 
group of  7 physicians and Op-
tometrists.  In August of  2022 
Dr. Donald L. Conn, OD will 
join our team in our state-of-the 
art medical offices in Franklin, 
Milford and Millis.  Dr Conn is 
a comprehensive optometrist of-
fering the latest in comprehensive 
eye care for the entire family. 

With offices located in Mil-
ford, Franklin and our new office 
in Millis, our own award-winning 
surgery center in Milford and a 
support staff of  50, we are proud 
to be the leading medical and 
surgical eye care center in the 
area and one of  the major eye 
care centers in the State.  We 
are also one of  the rare ophthal-
mology practices to own and 

operate our own surgical center, 
the Cataract Surgery Center of  
Milford.  No more need to travel 
miles and hours to have cataract 
surgery!  Three experienced eye 
physicians/ surgeons and 4 op-
tometrists are here to provide 
comprehensive and excellent eye 
care for the entire family.  If  your 
eyecare provider is still asking you 
to travel for eyecare to far away 
practices and surgey centers, be 
aware of  this provider financial 
bias and call us for a second opin-
ion.

Dr. Roger Kaldawy is an ex-
perienced eye physician and sur-
geon and the area’s only full-time 
specialist in corneal diseases.  
Having completed his training 
in Ophthalmology at University 
of  Rochester and his fellowship 
in Cornea and Refractive Sur-
gery at the prestigious Depart-
ment of  Ophthalmology of  the 
University of  Iowa, Dr. Kaldawy 
served as Assistant Professor of  
Ophthalmology at Boston Uni-

versity where he was Director of  
the Cornea and External Dis-
ease program and trained fellows 
and residents in Ophthalmology.  
Some of  his trainees are now in 
academic and private practices 
in Massachusetts and around the 
world.  Dr Kaldawy published 
research articles in peer-reviewed 
academic journals and has been 
invited as a guest speaker to 
many prestigious academic pro-
grams in the US and around the 
world including University of  
New York, Stanford University 
and University of  Wisconsin, 
Madison. Dr. Kaldawy is proud 
to be the first surgeon in cen-
tral Massachusetts and among a 
handful of  surgeons in the State 
to have performed DSAEK cor-
neal transplantation. With spe-
cial interest in cataract surgery, 
Dr Kaldawy has performed over 
30,000 procedures and surgeries 
and was the first surgeon in the 
area to offer the highly advanced 
accommodating implants. Dr 
Kaldawy was the first surgeon in 
the area to offer bladeless laser-
assisted Femto cataract surgery.  
This laser procedure is offered 

locally at the Cataract and Laser 
Surgery Center of  Milford.

Dr. Hatch is the only fellow-
ship trained pediatric ophthal-
mologist in the area, and is a 
skilled surgeon with training in 
the latest techniques for straight-
ening misaligned eyes. Dr. Hatch 
earned bachelors and master’s 
degrees in engineering from Bos-
ton University and Dartmouth 
College. He completed his medi-
cal degree at the University of  
Massachusetts Medical School 
in 1988, followed by residency 
in Ophthalmology at Yale-New 
Haven Hospital and fellowship 
in Pediatric and Neuro-oph-
thalmology at Duke University. 
Returning to his home state in 
1993, Dr. Hatch joined the Mil-
ford-Franklin Eye Center where 
he focuses on comprehensive pe-
diatric and adult ophthalmology 
and adult strabismus. 

Dr. Lashkari is our practicing 
vitreoretinal specialist as well as a 
scientist at the Schepens Eye Re-
search Institute, Harvard Medi-
cal School. He is also a part-time 
Assistant Professor of  Ophthal-
mology at the Harvard Medical 
School. Dr. Lashkari completed 
a Medical-Surgical Fellow in Vit-
reoretinal disease at Massachu-
setts Eye and Ear Infirmary.

Dr. Perriello Consigli received 
her Bachelor of  Science degree 
from Clark University in 1987.  
She went on to earn her Doctor 
of  Optometry degree from New 
England College of  Optometry 
in 1991. Dr. Consigli  has over 
twenty five years of  experience, 
spending several years in private 
practice. In February 2019, Dr. 
Consigli joined Milford-Franklin 
Eye Center. She enjoys seeing 
patients of  all ages.  She is profi-
cient in routine eye care, contact 
lens fitting, and diagnosing and 
treating various eye disease. 

Dr. Adams, graduated from 
John Carroll University, Bach-
elors of  Science, summa cum 
laude, in 1995. He completed 
his Masters in Biochemistry from 
The Ohio State University in 
1997. In 2003 he received his 
Doctorate from the New Eng-
land College of  Optometry. Dr. 
Adams has advanced training in 
corneal pathology, specialty con-
tact lenses, ocular disease and 
laser refractive surgery. 

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen 
joined Milford-Franklin Eye 
Center from the New England 
Carpenters Benefit Fund – Vi-
sion Center, where she served 
as Head of  Optometry.  She 
has over 10 years of  experience 
in comprehensive eye exams for 
adult, geriatric, pediatric, and 
special needs populations.  Her 
experience includes performing 
contact lens fitting and manag-
ing contact lens complications. 
Dr Nguyen is also experienced 
in glasses fitting and lens edging.  
Her charitable activities include 
participating in Boston Cares 
program and the Boston Special 
Olympics. 

Dr. Donald L. Conn, OD will 
join our team in our state-of-the 
art medical offices in Franklin, 
Milford and Millis starting Au-
gust 2022.  Dr Conn is a com-
prehensive optometrist offering 
the latest in comprehensive eye 
care for the entire family. Dr 
Conn earned his Bachelor of  
Science from College of  the Holy 
Cross in 2016.  He then went on 
to earn his Doctor of  Optom-
etry degree from New England 
College of  Optometry in 2021. 
He has completed a residency 
in ocular Disease and Primary 
care at the Bedford VA in June 
2022.  His clinical experience 
also includes clinical rotations 
at Lahey Hospital & Medical 
Center, Boston Medical Center 
and South Boston Community 
Health Center. Dr Conn will join 
our team in August of  2022.  He 
is experienced in providing care 
to patients of  all ages including 
adults, geriatrics and pediatric 
populations. Outside of  work 
Dr Conn enjoys long distance 
running and spending time with 
friends and family. 

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
realizes you have choices when it 
comes to eye care.  We are differ-
ent.  We focus on excellent and 
advanced eye care and treat our 
patients as if  each and every one 
is family.  We have surgical results 
that rival those of  major centers 
in Boston- we can prove it.  We 
are from the community, most of  
us live in the community and our 
focus is to serve the community.  

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Caroline Perriello Consigli, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Kameran A. Lashkari, M.D.    

Donald L. Conn, O.D.Michael R. Adams, O.D. Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
45 West St.

508-381-6040 EYE
continued on page 15 
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You will see us in the office, at 
the local supermarket and in the 
ER at 1 AM if  there is a need 
for our care.  Our focus is you, 
your vision and excellent results. 
We are available, in your back-
yard and proud to offer world 
class cataract surgery closer to 
home: Here in Milford! Our 
optical shop has its own dedi-
cated lab and can cut and fin-
ish your glasses while you wait.  
We offer after-hours, same day 
emergency appointments and 
Saturday appointments.  We 
have great management focused 
on quality customer care.  90% 
of  our staff has been with us for 
rover 5 years!  Excellent reten-
tion of  staff means outstanding 
loyalty and training. Seven pro-
viders dedicated to the best in 
eye medicine and surgery closer 
to home.  Are they still suggest-
ing you travel hours to other 
practices and remote surgery 
centers?  Call us:  We are avail-
able for a second opinion. 

For more details, see our ad on 
page 14.

EYE
continued from page 14

Franklin, Bellingham Encourage Water Conservation During Tier 1 Drought
By avery CHalK

Manicured green lawns and 
colorful flowers paint the picture 
of  summer, a season of  bloom-
ing natural beauty. As kids splash 
under backyard sprinklers, adults 
may find themselves tending to 
a flourishing vegetable garden 
or admiring a perfectly-tended 
golf  course. However, this perfect 
image relies on one major compo-
nent that has become increasingly 
scarce - water.

Low precipitation levels cou-
pled with historically dry summers 
have caused the Massachusetts 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP) to declare a 
tier-one drought within the South-
east and Island Regions of  the 
state. This drought has prompted 
water restriction measures within 
affected towns as Massachusetts 
attempts to combat one of  its dri-
est seasons in years.

Dubbed the “Water Conser-
vation Plan” by Franklin Depart-
ment of  Public Works (DPW) 
Director Brutus Cantoreggi, mul-
tiple systems have been put into 
place as per MassDEP’s require-
ments. These include outdoor 
watering only one day per week, 
as well as restricting these times to 

outside the hours of  9 a.m. and 5 
p.m.

Bellingham also has restric-
tions in place, and DPW Director 
Don DeMartino explained that 
the pumping system in the town is 
not the issue - there simply is not 
enough water. While splash parks 
are often a way for some com-
munities to provide relief  to hot 
weather, it’s important to priori-
tize water for drinking and regular 
use when drought conditions are 
present.

What can residents do in ad-
dition to following conservation 
guidelines? Rain barrels have 
increased in popularity since last 
year. Available through the town, 
rain barrels capture precious natu-
ral rain and can be hooked up to a 
hose to water flower beds and gar-
dens. Cantoreggi notes that so far 
this year nearly 170 rain barrels 
have been distributed, compared 
to less than half  that amount last 
year. 

Many towns in Massachusetts 
sell rain barrels annually, but you 
can also purchase them directly 
from vendors. For more infor-
mation about where to obtain a 
barrel, or even how to make your 
own, visit mass.gov.

There are other steps that can 
be taken in addition to MassDEP’s 
guidelines to conserve water. Here 
are some of  the DPW’s sugges-
tions for helping to reduce water 
use and protect the Earth:
• Fix leaky faucets, showers, and 

toilets
• Water lawns deeply once per 

week rather than lightly on a 
more frequent basis

• Turn off the tap while shaving 
or brushing teeth

• Fully load the dishwasher and 
washing machine for more ef-
ficient use

• Wash your car with water 
from a bucket rather than the 
hose (especially on off-days of  
lawn sprinkling)
This ban will no doubt influ-

ence usual summertime recre-
ation. Since the restrictions are 
specifically geared towards home-
owners, the community will have 
to adjust to less available water for 
play or yard work. However, to 
protect the environment as well as 
keep the ban as short as possible, it 
is important to adhere to the man-
dated protocols. 

Both Franklin and Bellingham 

have enforcements set in place by 
local police to encourage residents 
to follow these guidelines. Fines 
up to $200 might be levied for 
any violator irrigating their lawn 
via sprinklers, washing their car, 
or otherwise infringing on Mass-
DEP’s policies.

If  conditions worsen, Mas-
sachusetts might progress into a 
tier-two drought. While unlikely, 
this phase will induce more drastic 
measures by MassDEP. “If  they 
go to tier two, there’s an outright 
water ban,” Cantoreggi explains. 
“That happened two years ago; 
we’re not at that level yet.”

As it stands, DiMartino attests 
that the water ban is set to be re-
evaluated in October. If  the state 
finds that precipitation levels have 
returned to an acceptable level so 
as not to jeopardize clean drink-
ing water, restrictions will be loos-
ened. Until then, however, the 
tier-one measures are here to stay.

By using rain barrels, watering 
by hose or watering can, you can 
still have healthy plants, clean cars 
and vegetables. Taking these nec-
essary steps to conserve resources 
will pay dividends within the envi-
ronmental and sanitary conditions 
of  Massachusetts.

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
Tune-ups • Brakes • Exhaust • Struts • Shocks
Wheel Alignment  • Batteries • Front-End Work

Water Pumps • Alternators • Starters 
Transmission & Radiator Flush Service • etc.

“THANKS FOR 45 GREAT YEARS!”

MOST TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE

CHARLIE’S TIRE & SERVICE CENTER
825 So. Main Street, Rte. 126, Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-1211  •  www.CharliesTires.com

FOR ALL YOUR TIRE & MECHANICAL NEEDS!

Be SUMMER
Road-Ready!

STAY SAFE ON THE ROAD.
Check your tire tread, tire pressure,
lights, windshield wipers, brakes,

batteries, and belts & fluids.

Call Jay Wright,
Service Manager

TODAY!



Page 16   Bellingham Bulletin Local Town Pages  |  www.bellinghambulletin.com  July 2022

633 Rathbun St.
Blackstone, MA 01504
508-883-8881
Open SaturdayS, 8am–nOOn 

MA State Inspections
Oil & Filter Change
Tires—All Brands
Computer Engine Analysis

Mufflers
Shocks & Struts
Brakes & Tune-ups
Axles & CV Joints

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS

Get your 
MA 

Inspection 
HERE! 7

$65k Community Compact Municipal 
Fiber Grant Awarded to Bellingham 

On June 2nd, 2022, Repre-
sentative Soter announced that 
the Baker/Polito Administration 
released the inaugural round of  
grant funding for the Commu-
nity Compact Municipal Fiber 
Grant Program. The town of  
Bellingham will receive $65,589 
to improve connectivity. 

According to town officials, 
the money will specifically be 
used to tie in the newly acquired 
Department of  Public Works fa-
cility to the preexisting fiberoptic 
backbone in the town. The new 
DPW location does not currently 
have the infrastructure to sup-
port a fiber-optic network. With 
this funding, the town will be able 
to design, engineer, manage, and 
install the proper equipment to 
facilitate the connection. 

Officials say that this project 
would address the challenge of  
ensuring secure network access 
for DPW Employees assigned 
to the new location. Without the 
fiber-optic network, the town 
would have to provide a less se-
cure option of  internet and net-
work access at that location. 

“This is exciting news for the 
town as they prepare to shift 
gears to a new DPW facility,” 
commented State Representa-
tive Michael Soter. “Having a 
secure network is key to ensuring 
smooth operations on the mu-
nicipal level. This funding will 
reduce financial burdens for the 
town and set this project off on 
another positive note.”  

Bellingham Town Admin-
istrator, Denis Fraine, com-

mented, “Bellingham’s recent 
Community Compact grant to 
extend our Municipal Fiber net-
work could not have come at a 
better time! The Town has been 
preparing to extend our network 
to our DPW facilities on Depot 
St and this grant award will save 
the Town the expense associated 
with these improvements.  Many 
thanks to the Town’s legislative 
delegation and especially Rep 
Soter who met with our Team 
preparing the grant to provide 
guidance and a strategy to secure 
the funding.” 

Soter and Fraine explained 
that they will continue to work in 
conjunction to secure additional 
grant money for the community 
of  Bellingham. 

Bellingham Business Association Upcoming Events in 2022
August 24th:

Summer Event at Circle CG Farm Campground 
with the Daley’s, Rob, Linda, Pete & Cindy

September 12th: 
Golf  Tournament

Visit www.bellinghambusinessassociation.org
Email: contact@bellinghabusinessassociation.org
Or find Bellingham Business Association on 

Facebook @BellinghamBusinessAssociation

To ADVERTISE in THIS PAPER 
Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544

A Cherished Keepsake
BVT Earns Jostens 2022 National Yearbook 
Program of Excellence

There is no better way to cap-
ture the memories and accom-
plishments of  your high school 
years than with a yearbook. The 
Yearbook program at Black-
stone Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School recently 
earned the Jostens 2022 National 
Yearbook Program of  Excellence 
award at the bronze level. The 
award recognizes engaging year-
books that reflect a broad rep-
resentation of  the student body 
while helping students develop 
21st-century skills.  

Yearbook advisors Monique 
McCabe and James Millette work 
with students to produce the se-
nior class yearbook every school 
year. The duties of  yearbook 
members include photographing 
various events throughout the 
year and designing the page lay-
outs. They also manage content 
such as senior biographies, baby 
pictures, and photo submissions 
and handle sales and promo-
tional marketing activities.

“We are fortunate to have a 

dream team of  ambitious, dedi-
cated, and talented students on 
our Yearbook staff,” said Mo-
nique McCabe. “This award is a 
direct result of  their efforts and 
dedication to supporting the suc-
cess of  our Yearbook program.”

The Yearbook program at 
BVT earned national recogni-
tion for achieving defined crite-
ria in one of  the three categories: 
creating an inclusive yearbook, 
generating school engagement, 
and successfully managing the 
yearbook creation process. “Jos-
tens is proud to recognize the 
individuals who have created an 
exceptional yearbook for their 
school and community,” said 
Tammy Whitaker, Jostens VP, 
and COO Yearbook Division.

The yearbook committee col-
laborated with many people to 
create a customized yearbook 
that everyone could enjoy. It took 
patience, perseverance, and pas-
sion, but the outcome is a beauti-
fully designed printed book that 
is sure to be cherished for years to 

come, not to mention the experi-
ence of  working with an incred-
ible team.

The 2021-2022 yearbook 
committee positions were held 
by Multimedia Communications 
seniors:

Anna Martin of Hopedale, 
President; 

Carley Capobianco of Sutton, 
Treasurer; 

Kelli Konieczny of Upton, Social 
Media Director; 

Alyssa Huff of Blackstone, 
Photography Director; 

Alexis Vazquez of Uxbridge, Layout 
Director; and 

Abril Sanchez of Uxbridge, Senior 
Content Director. 

Other contributing mem-
bers included: Jenna Dolber 
of  Northbridge, a junior; Nora 
Iadarola of  Grafton, a freshman; 
Mia Delvecchio of  Blackstone, a 
freshman; Cole Pavento of  Mil-
ford, a sophomore; Karis Torku 
of  Uxbridge, a sophomore; 
Hannah Murphy of  Millville, a 
sophomore; and Mikaela Sadik 
of  Northbridge, a sophomore.
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OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE CO.OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE CO.

Cleanups • Mowing 

Mulching • Planting 

Tree Work

Brush Chipping • Firewood 

Rototilling • Snowplowing 

Stump Grinding

508-883-3564 (Office) 
508-498-7297 (Cell)RUSS ANZIVINO

owner
RYAN ANZIVINO

certified arborist

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

508-883-4522   •    www.mygaragedoor.com

JOLICOEUR OVERHEAD DOORS
745 South Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
508-883-4522  •  www.mygaragedoor.com

With a Wi-FI garage door 
opener, you’ll always know your 
little ones are protected. 

©2018 LiftMaster All Rights Reserved. Wi-Fi is a registered trademark of Wi-Fi Alliance. Apple® and iPhone® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

LiftMaster© 87504 
Garage Door 
Opener

SAFE IN YOUR HANDS WITH WI-FI®

You can check if the 
garage door was left 
open — and close 
it  — right from your 
smartphone.
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lc CLEANERS, INC.

Same Day Service Mon-Fri (In by 9:00 a.m.)

Mass Lottery Tickets sold here!

Drop off 
Location for 

Medway Food 
Pantry.

For all your dry cleaning  
and alterations needs

Gould’s Plaza, 74 Main St., Rte. 109 
Medway, MA 02053

508-533-6641

Family-Owned since 1985
Eco-Friendly

www.tlcdrycleaners1.com

Hours: 
M-F 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. | Sat: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

(July and August)

Bellingham Fire Department 
Installs Lock Boxes for Seniors

Last month, the Bellingham Fire Department, led by Safe Coordinator Lt. Brad Kwatcher, installed 32 
lock boxes in the homes of  senior citizens in Bellingham. This program has been very successful since its in-
ception in 2014. We have installed over 100 lock boxes to seniors in town and it has been proven beneficial 
and life-saving. The boxes are mounted to the homes and a key is placed in the box. The box can only be 
opened with a code that is stored in the dispatcher’s database. This reduces the time it takes to break a door 

down to get to someone 
in an emergency and it 
also reduces damage to 
the doors. 

This program is 
funded from the Se-
nior Safe Grant that 
is awarded from the 
Department of  Fire 
Services every year. 
Kwatcher was helped 
by Captain Neil Coakley 
and Lt. Mark Lister.

Bellingham High 
School Graduation 
Available on ABMI TV

The Bellingham High School 2022 graduation took place on a 
beautiful night of  June 3, 2022, with students switching their tassels 
and entering life as high school graduates. You can view the whole 
ceremony on Access Bellingahm Mendon, Inc. (ABMI CABLE TV) 
at https://abmi8.org.

Photo by ABMI CABLE TV

Used Books & More
Turn in gently used books

for store credit
(508) 657-0124

@LoveYourShelfUsedBooks

����������������������������������
���

(508) 657-0124
15 N. Main St., Suite A-6 • Bellingham, MA

loveyourshelfusedbooks.square.site

Used Books & More
Turn in gently used books

for store credit
(508) 657-0124

@LoveYourShelfUsedBooks

����������������������������������
���
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Mon. – Fri. 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sat. Seasonal Hours

www.mullalymaterials.com

MULLALY MATERIALS
We have everything you need for landscaping materals! Firewood · Mulch · Loam · Sand · Stone & MORE

Call for a Delivery Today! 508-883-0977

2022 Prices Are For Materials Picked up - Prices Subject To Change & DELIVERY IS EXTRA • 2022 Prices Are For Materials Picked up - Prices Subject To Change & DELIVERY IS EXTRA • Fuel Surcharge may apply when fuel is Fuel Surcharge may apply when fuel is 
above $4.00 per gallon • WE ACCEPT: Cash/Check/Credit Cards • Materials Are Subject To 6.25% Sales Taxabove $4.00 per gallon • WE ACCEPT: Cash/Check/Credit Cards • Materials Are Subject To 6.25% Sales Tax

Make sure to FOLLOW US on FACEBOOK 
@Mullaly Construction and Landscaping      

Reach us by Email: mullalyconst@yahoo.com
Mullaly Material is a subsidiary of 

MULLALY CONSTRUCTION AND LANDSCAPING, Inc.

Per Yard
Hemlock Mulch    
Black Mulch
Brown Pine Mulch
Red Cedar Mulch
Playground Safety Fiber
Forest Chips
Screened Loam
50/50 Compost/Loam
Compost
3/8”, 3/4” & 1 ½” Gray Stone
3” Gray Stone
3/8”, 3/4” Multi Color Round
1 ½”, 2 ½” Multi Color River Stone
3/4” Lavender Stone 
3/8” & 3/4” Blue Stone 
3/4” Processed Gravel 
3” Processed Gravel/Fill 
Recycled Asphalt 
Washed Sand
Mason/Pool Sand
Stone Dust

Blue Stone Dust
Rip Rap
Fill

FIREWOOD
Full Cord (Seasoned Hard Wood)
1/2 Cord (Seasoned Hard Wood)
Full Cord (Green Hard Wood)
1/2 Cord (Green Hard Wood)
Mixed Outdoor Wood Available Upon 
Request

 

Bellingham Memorial School’s First Track & Field 
Season Makes Strides

Bell ingham Memorial 
School’s inaugural season of  
Middle School Track and Field 
was a great success!  75 athletes 
in grades 5, 6 and 7 competed 
in seven Track and Field Meets 

this season. Athletes ran hurdles, 
sprint and long-distance races as 
well as relays and competed in 
three field events:  the high jump, 
long jump and shot put. Seven-
teen athletes went on to enter the 

Massachusetts Championship 
Meet, where top athletes from 
across Massachusetts competed 
for best in the State.

Seventeen members of BMS’ Track & Field team competed at the 
Massachusetts Championship Meet. These include: Front row, left 
to right:  Julia Simon, Lindsay Dixon, Nicole Rogers, Jenna Dormady, 
Emma Carroll, Nicolette Hayes, William Lahousse, TJ Poelaert

The very first BMS Track and Field Team, 2022
Photos: Photos used courtesy of Sam Cowell

HOMEMAKERS/PC AIDES 
WANTED

Part-time jobs, flexible hours. 
Must have car. Work in Milford, MA area.

 Call PRIMARY HOME CARE at 
508-478-3500 for more information.

Thimble Pleasure 
Quilt Guild Awards 
2022 Scholarship

The Thimble Pleasure Quilt 
Guild is pleased to announce that 
the recipient of  its 2022 Scholar-
ship is Emily Warner, daughter 
of  Mr. and Mrs. Wade Warner 
of  Uxbridge, Massachusetts. 
Emily is a recent graduate of  
Blackstone Valley Regional Vo-
cational Technical High School 
and will be attending the Uni-
versity of  Hartford where she 
will be enrolled in the University 
Honors Program to study art.

This scholarship is awarded 
annually to high school seniors 
in the towns represented by the 
members of  the guild and pres-
ently, is offered to students in 13 
area towns.  

Emily Warner is pictured with 
Joyce Gilmore a member of the 
Scholarship Committee who 
presented to award to Emily. 
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Applying more fertilizer than the label 
recommends or your soil needs won't 
improve your lawn, and instead the extra 
fertilizer may wash off into nearby
waterways. Just as fertilizer helps plants 
grow on the land, it encourages algae and 
other aquatic plants to grow in water.  Dense 
weeds and algae reduce oxygen in the 
water, which in turn harms fish and other 
aquatic life.  “Green water" is also much less 
attractive for boating, swimming and other 
human uses.

Please help keep our local waters clean:
Test your lawn soil and calibrate your spreader.
Use fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides sparingly.  
Sweep any overspray back onto the lawn.
Mow 2.5 to 3 inches high with a sharp blade to 
encourage dense growth and deter weeds.
Leave grass clippings on the lawn to lessen the 
need for fertilizer.
Never discard yard waste down storm drains or 
into waterways.
Water deeply and infrequently, and time watering 
to avoid evaporation and runoff.
Reseed bare areas with drought-tolerant varieties 
of lawn grass.

For more information, visit our 
communityʼs website or go to 
www.stormwatermatters.org.

Green Lawns

Green Waters!
Without

Year5 Posters.indd   1 4/25/08   9:53:05 AM

To ADVERTISE in THIS PAPER 
Call Jen Schofield at 508-570-6544

NEW ENGLANDNEW ENGLAND REGLAZE REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com

Reg. Reg. $$399399
Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOWCALL US NOW
617-895-7771617-895-7771

NOWNOW  $$299.299.0000

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more

New England’s Newest Auto Mile

Lynda Glassey
Sales & Leasing 

Consultant

Cell: 774-291-9188
LyndaG@ImperialCars.com

Bellingham Resident for 34 Years!

Call, text or email for an appointment

IMPERIAL CARS.com

297 BVT Graduates Earn Diplomas and Industry 
Recognized Certifications in 2022

The Blackstone Valley Tech 
Class of  2022 Commencement 
Ceremony was held outside on 
its athletic field on May 26th. 
The evening ceremony cel-
ebrated the accomplishments 
of  the Class of  2022 with well-
wishes for the graduates before 
they embark on their next ad-
venture.

Assistant Superintendent-Di-
rector/Principal Mr. Anthony E. 
Steele II remarked, “I couldn’t 
be more proud of  what you have 
accomplished together over the 
past four years. I am confident 
that the Class of  2022 has the 
skills and the passion to meet 
any endeavor with success.”

“Having embarked upon a 
successful voyage through high 
school, the BVT journey itself  
may prove to be the most im-
pactful lesson as our graduates 
take what they learned into their 
next great adventure,” said Su-
perintendent-Director Dr. Mi-
chael F. Fitzpatrick. “I’m sure 
that your time at BVT has and 
will continue to shape your ca-

reer paths. There is a world full 
of  exciting and endless possibili-
ties just waiting for you. Go, find 
it!”

Two hundred and ninety-
seven students concluded their 
dual high school education. 
They received a vocational cer-

tificate and a diploma, which 
certify mastery of  competencies 
in their career-technical pro-
grams and a rigorous academic 
course of  study. To view the cer-
emony, visit www.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/classof2022.

The Blackstone Valley Tech Class of 2022 Commencement Ceremony 
concluded with cheers and applause for the graduates as they tossed 
their caps towards the sky. 
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Ask about our 
Listing Special.

Relax this summer,  Relax this summer,  
and leave the selling to me!and leave the selling to me!

Michelle Sebio Savje
508-561-4257

Remember, if you want to BUY or SELL, call Michelle!

We have over 25 years of experience helping 
Sellers & Buyers with their Real Estate needs.  

Milford  |  Whitinsville  |  Woonsocket

Visit MilfordFederal.com and apply online today, or call 508.381.5223.

  Purchase land & build your own home
  One loan closing-no need to refinance  

    after construction is completed

10% Down Construction Loans  
Are Now Available!

PMI required for loans over 80% LTV.  Available for 1 family  owner occupied primary  residence. Other fees 
affecting APR may apply. Offer subject to credit approval and subject to change without notice. NMLS# 465956.

  Build on land you already own 
  Local decision-making

Bellingham Public Library News & Events for July
For updates to library pro-

grams and services, please see the 
library website, www.bellingham-
library.org.  

Click on the red alert banner 
on the top of  the page for details. 

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:30 

a.m.to 7 p.m., Friday 9:30 a.m. 
– 3 p.m.

The library is closed on Satur-
days until September 10th.

The library will be closed on 
Monday, July 4th for Indepen-
dence Day

Special Programs 

Memory Café – Tuesday, July 5th 
at 11:30 a.m.

A memory café is a welcom-
ing place for people with forget-
fulness or other changes in their 
thinking and their family and 
friends. Contact Terri Graham 
at the Bellingham Senior Center 
for details, (508) 657-2710, tgra-
ham@bellinghamma.org.
Red Cross Blood Drive – Friday, 
July 22nd from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Register at redcrossblood.org

Summer Reading 
Program and More for 
Kids!

Details of  the Summer Read-
ing Program are on the library 

website on the main menu under 
“Summer Reading Program.” 
You will find out details of  the 
events listed below, a printable 
brochure, online and paper 
reading logs, links to the school 
summer reading lists, and infor-
mation about Rockland Trust’s 
“Reading Makes Cents” pro-
gram. Rockland Trust Charita-
ble Foundation and The Friends 
of  the Library are the sponsors 
of  this year’s Summer Reading 
Program. We thank them for 
their financial support to bring 
special programs to the Belling-
ham community!
The Write Stuff – Tuesdays at 4:30 
p.m.

For ages 8+.  Get your creative 
writing juices flowing in this fun 
class!  By the end of  the summer, 
we will put all your work together 
in a bound book that we will add 
to our children’s room collection.  
Please register one time to attend 
all Write Stuff classes.
Krafty Kids – Wednesdays at 1:30 
p.m.

Do a weekly craft with Miss 
Diane.  Please sign up for each 
Krafty Kids class you plan to at-
tend. 
Dungeons & Dragons for Teens, 
Wednesdays at 3:15 p.m.

Join the Adventure! Spend 
two hours once a week with GM 

Nick leading three to six teens 
(ages 13 to 17) through an 8-week 
Dungeons and Dragons adven-
ture. No previous experience 
with Dungeons and Dragons or 
role-playing games is required.  
See the library calendar for de-
tails and to register.  No class the 
week of  July 18th.
Minion Party! – Wednesday, July 
6th at 4:30 p.m.

For families. Despicable Me 
fans will love this party featuring 
games, activities, prizes and lots 
of  minion fun.  Please sign up!
Giant Candy Land – Thursday, July 
7th at 1 p.m.

For families. Drop in anytime 
between 1 and 2 p.m. to play a 
round of  Candy Land and win 
lots of  candy!  Also meet some 
of  the characters.  No sign-up 
required.
Stuffed Animal Sleepover – Hiking 
Edition – Friday, July 8th

Drop off your stuffed animal 
before 3 p.m. and they will get 
to spend the weekend hiking 
with Mr. Steve! You can pick up 
your stuffy on Monday and soon 
watch the video of  what fun was 
had “beyond the beaten path.” 
Sign up preferred so that we can 
send you the completed video!

Rockabye Beats – Monday, July 
11th at 10:30 a.m.

For families. Rockabye Beats 
recognizes that children love con-
temporary music just as much as 
adults do.  They also understand 
that this is the perfect time for 
your child to experience a sec-
ond language.  Their Spanish-
infused songs aren’t watered 
down or one-note, but rather 
they’re catchy and fun, and very 
often make you want to dance a 
cha cha. No matter your age, the 
original music of  Rockabye Beats 
is enjoyable for the whole family! 
Please register your family for 
this fun program. Sponsored by 
the Rockland Trust Charitable 
Foundation and the Friends of  
the Bellingham Library.
Big Ryan’s Tall Tales – Tuesday, July 
12th at 6:30 p.m.

For families. Big Ryan, one of  
our favorite storytellers, is back 
with some stories that are sure 
to make you giggle. Stories are 
appropriate for kids of  all ages. 
Please register your family for 
this fun program! Sponsored by 
the Rockland Trust Charitable 
Foundation and the Friends of  
the Bellingham Public Library.
Diaper Derby! – Monday, July 18th 
at 10 a.m.

Calling all crawling babies!  
We need you!  Come to the li-

brary and complete in a crawl-
ing race. Once babies are able to 
walk, they may no longer com-
pete. Sign up required.
Impromptu Magic with Ed the 
Wizard – Tuesday, July 19th at 4 
p.m.

For ages 7 and up. Learn 
how to perform Impromptu 
Magic with Ed the Wizard! You 
will learn how to perform easy 
magic with everyday items that 
you might have on a camping or 
hiking trip. This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from the 
Bellingham Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. Seating 
is limited, please register.
Fancy Nancy: Red Carpet Event – 
Wednesday, July 20th at 6:30 p.m.

For families.  Get all dressed 
up and join us for a special red 
carpet event where we will do all 
things beaucoup fancy!  Registra-
tion required.
Superhero Night – Friday, July 
22nd at 6:30 p.m.

For families.  Kids are encour-
aged to dress like their favorite 
superheroes, and participate in 
superhero activities after the li-
brary is closed!  Please sign up!

LIBRARY
continued on page 21 
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Access Bellingham-Mendon, Inc. 
10 WILLIAM WAY (OFF RTE. 140) • BELLINGHAM, MA 02019

Tel: 508-966-3234 • Email: abmi8@comcast.net
Visit us on the web at abmi8.org

Concerts on the Grass 2022
BELLINGHAM TOWN COMMON 
Wednesday, July 6 — KIDS’ NIGHT, 6 pm. Wayne Potash and Trevor the Games Man.  
Sponsored by the Bellingham Town Common Trustees
Wednesday, July 13 —6 pm, Free pony rides; 7 pm, Morse Code (classic rock). 
Opening Act:  The Wild Beyond (classic rock).
Wednesday, July 20 — 6 pm, Free pony rides; 7 pm, Vinyl Echo (80’s rock).  
Wednesday, July 27 — 6 pm, Free pony rides; 7 pm, Jesse Liam Band (contemporary rock).

MENDON TOWN BEACH 
Wednesday, Aug. 3 — 6:30-7:30 pm, Free pony rides; 6:30-8:30 pm, Back Pages (rock and pop).  
Wednesday, Aug. 10 — 6:30-7:30 pm, Free pony rides; 6:30-8:30 pm, Westwood Swing (Big Band Era).  
Wednesday, Aug. 17 — 6:30-7:30 pm, Free pony rides; 6:30-8:30 pm, Brass Connection (brass band). 

DON’T JUST WATCH TV – MAKE IT!

Clean-Ups • Mowing • Mulch & More
Book your FREE ESTIMATE todayl

508-962-3926 or 
PrecisionGreenLandscaping@gmail.com

Blackstone Valley Tech Scholarships & Awards 
The Blackstone Valley Voca-

tional Regional School District 
is proud to announce its class of  
2022 scholarship and award re-
cipients.  

As BVT’s newest graduates 
prepare to advance their career 
training, awards totaling nearly 
11 million in renewable value are 
a catalyst allowing its recipients 
the financial freedom to imple-
ment their career plans across 
various pathways.

“Some students use financial 
aid to cover tuition at colleges 
or universities, while others pur-
chase new tools, clothing, and 
equipment to launch their ca-

reers,” said Superintendent-Di-
rector Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick. 
“The assistance of  these scholar-
ships and awards set our gradu-
ates in motion toward a bright 
future to contribute as well-
trained, educated, and skilled 
members of  the workforce.”

The following is a list of  the 
scholarships and awards earned 
by Bellingham members of  the 
Class of  2022, including imme-
diate plans for career training. 
Scholarship amounts reflect the 
first-year total. For more details, 
visit www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
scholarshiprecipients2022.

BELLINGHAM
Bartelloni, Lily – Worcester 

State University (Nursing)   
 John & Abigail Adams Scholar-
ship: $970

Biagi, Liana – Worcester State 
(Business) 

John & Abigail Adams Schol-
arship: $970.00 

Worcester State Scholarship: 
$1,000.00 

Buckley, Colin – Johnson & 
Wales University (Culinary Arts, 
Food & Beverage Management)

Presidential Scholarship: 
$24,500.00 

Burgess, Daniel – Herb Cham-
bers Collision Center/Gasco 
Auto Service (Employed, Gen-
eral Body Tech)

Michael J. Cammuso Jr. Me-
morial Scholarship: $500.00 
Joey Wilson Memorial Scholar-
ship: $600.00

 
Kaminski-Miller, Alec – Bulldog 

Fire Apparatus (Employed, Body 
Tech)  

Joey Wilson Memorial Schol-
arship: $600.00 

Lussier, Abigail – Springfield 
College (Exercise Science)  

UniBank Scholarship - Corp. 
John Dawson: $2,000.00

 
McMillen, Andrew – University 

of  Rhode Island (Business Man-
agement)

Middlesex Savings Chari-
table Foundation Scholarship: 
$1,000.00 

Presidential Academic Schol-
arship: $11,000.00 

URI Grant: $2,900.00 

Powell, Benjamin – Univer-
sity of  South Carolina Beaufort 
(Business)

Resident Scholarship: 
$11,076.00

Kindergarten Preparedness – 
Mondays at 10:30 a.m., from July 
25th through August 15th

For kids entering Kindergar-
ten in the fall.  Join Miss Melissa, 
a certified early childhood educa-
tor and experienced Kindergar-
ten preparedness teacher, to get a 
head start on the coming school 
year.  Registration is necessary 
and participants are expected to 
attend a majority of  the classes.
Family Feud – Thursday, July 28th 
at 6:30 p.m.

For all ages. Get together 
a team of  your family or your 
friends to compete against others 
in Family Feud! Survey says… 
you’ll have a great time. Please 
register!

Other Children’s 
Programs

Details on the programs below are 
available on the library website 
(https://www.bellinghamma.org/
library/kids) and calendar (https://
bit.ly/3xMECCt)

New this month:  GO! Story Time 
(Tuesdays at 1:15, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at 10:30 am); Fact or Fic-
tion, July 13th at 4:30

Other Adult Programs
Additional details of  these programs 

are available on the library calendar 
(https://bit.ly/3xMECCt)

• Book Club generally meets 
on the first Monday of  the 
month, email Reference Li-
brarian Cecily Christensen 
at cchriste@cwmars.org for 
details.

• Friends of  the Library gen-
erally meet on the second 
Tuesday of  the month at 7 
p.m.  Email library@bell-
inghamlibrary.org for de-
tails.

• Library Board of  Trustees 
generally meets on the sec-
ond Thursday of  the month 
at 7 p.m.  Email library@
bellinghamlibrary.org for 
details.

• Adult Writing Group gen-
erally meets on the second 
Monday of  the month at 
6:30 pm. Email marjorie@
marjorieturner.com for de-
tails. 

LIBRARY
continued from page 20
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MIKE KELLEY
508-657-1116 or mkelley@massrenewables.net

www.MassRenewables.net

$0 DOWN!
You Own the 

System

GROUND MOUNT • ROOF MOUNT • PRODUCTION GUARANTEE

Based in Bellingham • Installing Solar in Bellingham since 2009
References Available

CALL 

NOW 
FOR MORE

INFO!

KEVIN J. TAGLIAFERRI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

CRIMINAL DEFENSE • BANKRUPTCY
OUI RE-TRIALS • JUVENILE LAW

508-533-1600
Email: KevLaw2@verizon.net • www.KevLaw2.com

165 MAIN ST., STE. 210, MEDWAY, MA 02053

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”

Women’s Fashion Shoes in 
hard-to-find sizes

Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

WE’VE MOVED!
1255 Worcester Road, Framingham

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290

All remaining summer sandles are $20 off!
(Expires August 15th)

BELLINGHAM

SALES • TOWING • COLLISION REPAIR
All Work Guaranteed • Enterprise® Rentals Available 

508-883-3108 
RS#2912

Coming Up at the Bellingham Senior Center in July
The Bellingham Senior Center is 

located at 40 Blackstone St., Belling-
ham. Reach them at (508) 966-0398 
or visit www.bellinghamma.org.

KARAOKE: will kick-off  in 
conjunction with the first BESG 
cookout for the month on July 7. 
Stay tuned for a weekly offering 

after that… day and time to be 
announced.

WELCOME: Welcome Lisa 
Loo—-the newest staff member! 
It is such a pleasure to have you, 
your energy, great smile, and pos-
itive attitude at the Senior Cen-
ter. It has been fun working with 

you and I am looking forward to 
many more fun times!

CRAFT FAIR: The Craft Fair is 
progressing nicely and on sched-
ule -- vendors are in place, dona-
tions are being received and, of  
course, with more to do because 
we have many plans and meet-
ings to continue getting ready 
for November 5. It is a very busy 
exciting time and though it is sev-
eral months away, we know how 
quickly the time goes! We are ac-
cepting donations for the BESG 
yard sale and the Craft Fair (like 
new room). Please bring dona-
tions to the Senior Center -- re-
member we cannot accept shoes, 
clothing, and electronics!

SENIOR LUNCH PROGRAM: 
The Grab & Go senior lunch 
program will be on vacation July 
and August and back in Septem-
ber! See you then!

BOOK CLUB: The book club 
will meet July 26 at the Senior 
Center at 1 p.m. and the book 
we will be discussing is Where 
Daffodils Bloom by Leya Delray. 

RAINBOW CAFÉ: Are you a 
member or ally of  the LGBTQ+ 
community? (An ally is a friend 
in the community or family 

member who has your best in-
terests at heart.) Come join us 
and like-minded people for cof-
fee, conversation, and friend-
ship. Thursday, August 11 from 
2-3 p.m. Please call ahead to at-
tend.

WALKING CLUB steps off  
every Friday morning at 8 at 
the SNETT on Center Street. 
You’re invited to join in! Sign 
up by calling the Center at (508) 
966-0398.

MEMORY CAFÉ: Memory Café 
has reopened. This popular – 
and free – program provides se-
niors with dementia or any kind 
of  cognitive impairment an op-
portunity to socialize. The first 
Tuesday of  each month from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. is when 
the Memory Café will be open, 
and it will be at the Bellingham 
Library.

ZENTANGLE: “Zentangle is 
organized doodling,” explains 
Helen Whiting, a Senior Cen-
ter volunteer and Zentangle in-
structor. On the second Monday 
of  each month, this new class 
will meet at 1 p.m.. It’s free and 
all supplies will be provided.

Virtual Activities
Mondays — Spiritual Book 

Club, 9 a.m. Discussions on The 
Mount of  Olives by Michael Ivanov 
will begin on July 11.

Thursdays — Women’s Well-
ness, 1:30 p.m.

All via Zoom and free. Con-
tact Terri Graham at (508) 966-
0398 to sign up and to receive a 
weekly email listing all the Zoom-
ing opportunities.

Talent Search!
The Senior Center is looking 

for qualified, inspired instructor-
volunteers to lead a variety of  
new classes. Would you be inter-
ested? New classes might include 
foreign languages such as Ital-
ian, ukulele instruction, acrylic 
art, famous works of  art, flower 
arranging, jewelry design, and 
nutrition. What have we missed? 
What would you like to share 
with Bellingham seniors? Please 
contact Terri Graham at tgra-
ham@bellinghamma.org or call 
(508) 966-0398 to share your in-
spiration!
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Contact us 24/7 
for help with

• Real Estate Marketing & Sales
• Buyer/Seller Representation
• Rentals
• Short Sales
• Foreclosures
• Staging 
 Property 
 for Sale

Joan Fantini
508-446-3073

Leo Fantini
508-446-3538

Erin Papuga
508-523-6782

Kayla Normand
508-488-7371

Michelle O’Mara
508-254-2819

Tamra Saegh
781-492-4687

Brian Sequin
774-266-6291

Lynne Roberts
508-982-3086

Francesca Casasanta
508-654-4592

Bob Wilson
508-361-9539

Abbi Normand
508-488-0373

CORPORATE OFFICE: 
24 North Main Street, 

Bellingham, MA 02019

508-966-2424
www.MARealEstateGroup.com

HOURS: by Appointment 
At Your Convenience

24/7 EMAIL: 
MainOffice@MARealEstateGroup.com

Rene A. Rua*
508-488-6617

*English/Spanish

Massachusett Real Estate Group

GROW YOUR BUSINESS
with Local Town Pages! 

Call Today! Jen 508-570-6544

Going, Going, Gone! BVT 
to Comply with Records 
Regulations
Attention Class of 2015, Destruction of 
Student Records is set for August 1st

In accordance with state and 
federal regulations, special edu-
cation (IEP) and 504 student 
records shall be destroyed seven 
years after the student leaves the 
school. For the Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School Class of  2015, this 
date is August 1, 2022. 

The Class of  2015 may re-
quest special education and 504 
records before the August 1st 
shred date by written request. Be 
sure to indicate the year of  grad-
uation, and name while attend-
ing school, to Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Techni-

cal High School, Student Ser-
vices Record Dept., 65 Pleasant 
Street, Upton, MA 01568.

Student transcripts (a record 
of  grades) shall be destroyed 60 
years after the student leaves the 
school. For the Class of  2015, 
that date is August 1, 2075. An 
alum from that class may request 
a transcript from their gradu-
ation date: May 2015 through 
August 1, 2075.

If  you want to retain your re-
cords, learn how at: www.valley-
tech.k12.ma.us/studentrecords.

Protecting Free 
Speech!
Bellingham Resident Reflects on the 
Impact of a 2002 Historic Supreme Court 
Ruling as 20th Anniversary Nears   

While Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have chosen to temporarily 
suspend their door-to-door 
ministry due to the pandemic, 
their activity was almost per-
manently banned by one U.S. 
village in the late 1990s — that 
is until the United States Su-
preme Court stepped in with a 
historic 8-1 decision on June 17, 
2002, declaring the local ordi-
nance unconstitutional.

As the 20th anniversary of  
that precedent-setting decision 
nears, some Bellingham resi-
dents wonder what their lives 
would be like if  one of  their 
neighbors had not knocked on 
their door and shared a life-
changing message with them. 

Janet Brewster, of  Belling-
ham, remembers the day she 
received a knock on her door. 
“When I met Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, I had two young chil-
dren, and I was really fearful 
for their future,” Brewster said. 
That visit to her door had a 
positive impact on her life. “It 
brought peace and direction to 
my life, and it’s helped me bring 

up my kids so that they can have 
a happy life too,” Brewster said.

The 2002 Supreme Court 
decision in Watchtower v. Vil-
lage of  Stratton affirmed that a 
local village ordinance in Strat-
ton, Ohio, requiring a permit 
to knock on doors violated 
the rights of  any person who 
wanted to engage in free speech 
with their neighbor, including 
Jehovah’s Witnesses who prac-
tice door-to-door evangelizing. 
The Court overturned two 
lower court rulings that upheld 
the ordinance, and thus paved 
the way for all citizens to main-
tain open dialogue with their 
neighbors on any number of  
issues including environmental, 
civic, political or educational.

While Brewster continues to 
engage in a productive ministry 
through letter writing, phone 
calling and virtual visits, she is 
looking forward to knocking on 
doors again. 

For more information on the 
Stratton case, go to www.jw.org 
and type Stratton in the search 
field.
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Sports
BHS Nine Downs Clinton, Bows to Abington in Tourney
Tourney Roundup
By Ken HaMWey,  
STaff SpOrTS WriTer

There was good news and bad 
news for Bellingham High’s base-
ball team in the Division 4 state 
tournament.

First the good news. 
Coach Andy Nolan’s squad 

relied on Ryan Maiorano’s no-
hit pitching, and three home runs 
by three underclassmen to defeat 
Clinton, 11-2, in the opening 
round of  the playoffs.

Maiorano, who already has 
committed to Fairfield Univer-
sity, breezed through the first 
six innings but tired in the final 
stanza. Clinton scored its two 
runs on a pair of  walks, a hit bat-
ter, a wild pitch and a passed ball. 
Maiorano struck out 16.

A junior, Maiorano helped his 
cause by slamming a three-run 
homer in the third inning. The 
Blackhawks’ Tyler Ladouceur, a 
sophomore, hit a homer in the 
first inning and freshman John 
Sullivan whacked a two-run shot 
to left field in the sixth. 

The no-hitter was Maiora-
no’s second of  the season, and 
it paved the way for the Black-
hawks to advance to the second 
round against Abington.

“I threw a no-hitter in our 
first game of  the season against 
Northbridge,’’ said Maiorano, 
“but this one is my top thrills be-
cause it came in the playoffs.’’

Bellingham’s 11 RBIs came 
from five players — 3 by Maio-
rano, 3 from Ladouceur, 2 from 
Sullivan, 2 from Ross Priscella 
and one from Corey Perkins.

“We got great pitching and 
plenty of  power today,’’ said 
Nolan. “Pitching is our top 
strength, but our team chemistry 
is also a big key.’’

The Blackhawks are a young 
squad, comprised of  one senior, 

5 juniors, 9 sophomores  and 
one freshman. Besides Maio-
rano, other starters include Alex 
Hughes, Ladouceur and Troy 
Simpson. CJ Fama and Jack Hil-
dred provide solid efforts in relief.

Now the bad news.
Abington scored a run in the 

seventh inning, breaking a 2-2 
tie and ousting Bellingham from 
the tourney. The Blackhawks left 
eight runners on base and squan-
dered scoring chances in three 
innings.

Abington loaded the bases 
in the seventh without the ball 
leaving the infield. An error 
and two bunts, one of  which 
was bobbled, filled the bases. 
Pitcher Jack Hildred, who had 
replaced Hughes in the fifth in-
ning, struck out Ryan Tobin but 
Aiden O’Donnell hit a grounder 
to second and the throw to the 
plate was late. Fama came in 
for Hildred and retired Stephen 
Madden and Spencer Merrick.

The Blackhawks, who had 
runners on first and second in 
their half  of  the seventh, failed 
to score, losing, 3-2, and bowing 
out of  the playoffs with a 10-12 
overall record.

Nolan said after the loss that 
“we let this one get away. We 
left eight runners on base, and 
in the second inning, we had 
runners on first and third and 
didn’t score,’’ he continued. “We 
pitched well enough to win but 
we didn’t execute on offense and 
didn’t cash in while they cleaned 
up their defensive lapses.’’ 

The Blackhawks also stranded 
two runners in the sixth and sev-
enth innings.

Bellingham’s three pitchers 
were all sophomores and they 
combined for 11 strikeouts and 
only one walk. “Our strikeout to 
walk ratio for the year was 186 
strikeouts to 74 walks,’’ Nolan 
mentioned. “We’ve got most all 

of  our players back for next year. 
We should have a great nucleus 
and we’ll be better and wiser.’’

The Blackhawks had three 
players named to the TVL all-
star team. Maiorano was chosen 
Pitcher of  the Year in the Small 
Division and Ladouceur and 
Nolan were honorable-mention 
choices.

BOYS’ LACROSSE
The boys’ lacrosse team, 

which ended its regular season 
with a 4-14 record, qualified 
for the state tourney, but its stay 
was short-lived, as the Black-
hawks lost to Nantucket, 16-2, 
in the first round. Nantucket was 
seeded No. 8 in Division 4 and 
Bellingham was seeded 25th.  

The Blackhawks’ goals were 
scored by Connor Henchey and 
Harry Gearhart.

“Nantucket definitely was the 
better team,’’ said coach Steve 
Linehan. “The loss was disap-
pointing, but in spite of  it, the 
tourney atmosphere was a plus 
for the players and the program. 
It’s a milestone. It helps the kids 
buy into the program, and it’s all 
about the boys getting tourney-
level experience.’’

Linehan was pleased that 
Henchey and Gearhart tal-
lied goals. “Connor’s goal was 
his 39th of  the season and he 
finishes as the No. 2 scorer in 
the program,’’ Linehan noted. 
“Harry has been in the program 

for three years and was playing in 
his first varsity game. He’ll return 
next year, but it was nice to see 
him get his first goal.’’

Bellingham’s appearance in 
the playoffs was its second in the 
12-year history of  the program, 
and it was the Blackhawks first 
berth during Linehan’s six years 
at the helm.

Linehan sees a bright future, 
especially next season, when he’ll 
have nine varsity returnees and 
only one will be a senior.

“Three freshmen and three 
sophomores started for us this 
year,’’ he emphasized. “When I 
became the coach in 2017, 90% 
of  the kids at the varsity level 
had no prior experience. Now, 
99% of  the players have lacrosse 
experience. The youth program 
is 10 years old now and there’s 
a solid group of  volunteers that 
direct the program.’’

Linehan, who played midfield 
for four years at St. Michael’s 
College in Vermont, is starting to 
see positive signs in his sixth year.

“Some things needed to 
change when I took the reins,’’ 
he said. “Attitudes changed, 
we needed to be competitive in 
the Tri Valley League, and we 
stressed accountability. We’re 
now seeing the improvements of  
a team-first philosophy. Going 
forward, a tourney berth is the 
expectation for the program.’’

Linehan’s team motto is: 
“Our habits have to be greater 
than or equal to our goals.’’ That 
translates to mastering the funda-
mentals.

This year’s team won four 
games and three of  those tri-
umphs came against Division 2 
squads — two victories over Mil-
ford and a win against Auburn. 
The other triumph was against 
Division 4 Seekonk. Two of  the 
Blackhawks losses were heart-
breakers. One was an 11-10 loss 
to Hopkinton in overtime and an 
8-7 setback against Ashland.

The BHS captains were all 
multi-sport athletes who pro-
vided quality leadership. They 
included Henchey (midfielder), 
Mark Imparato (goalie) and Sean 
Edwards (defense), and junior at-
tack Liam Keating. Henchey was 
a TVL all-star, only the third in 
the program’s history.

“I’m encouraged by the way 
we took a step forward this year,’’ 

Linehan said. “We showed we 
can be competitive in the TVL 
and get to the playoffs. And, even 
though the travelling to Nan-
tucket was lengthy, the boys got 
the experience of  tourney play 
and going to the island.’’

BOYS’ VOLLEYBALL
The boys’ volleyball team, 

which compiled a winning re-
cord (10-9) during the regular 
season, was eliminated in the 
opening round of  the state tour-
ney. Coach Steve Mantegani’s 
Blackhawks lost, 3-0, to Holyoke 
by scores of  25-14, 25-15 and 
25-19. 

The boys’ program, which 
was in its third competitive sea-
son, qualified for the playoffs 
for the first time. And, although 
Mantegani was proud of  the 
plus-.500 record and the tourney 
berth, he could sense his forces 
were a bit anxious in their tour-
ney debut.

“We got off to a slow start 
against a good Holyoke squad,’’ 
he said. “We made some mis-
takes in the first game, but we 
started to jell after that. We went 
up, 10-6 in the third game and 
played with confidence. Overall, 
we could have played better but 
our team showed courage.’’

Mantegani, whose first year 
at the helm ended with a winless 
record (0-18), guided the boys to 
a 2-12 season last year and to a 
winning mark during the spring 
campaign. Next year should be 
positive because there’ll be 10 re-
turnees (2 freshmen, one sopho-
more, one junior and 6 seniors).

“This year’s goal was to 
qualify for the tourney,’’ he said. 
“Now, we want to build on that 
tradition. We don’t want to miss 
any more playoff  appearance 
going forward.’’

Holyoke was the 15th seed 
and Bellingham was seeded 18th.

“Captains Grant Wojick (set-
ter) and Zachary Mantegani 
(right-side hitter) kept us focused 
against Holyoke,’’ the coach said. 
“They played with composure 
and provided great leadership.’’

Mantegani, who also is the 
girls’ volleyball coach, has built 
that team into a very competitive 
group. The girls have been to the 
playoffs four times in five years.

FOR ALL YOUR PAVING NEEDS
DRIVEWAYS
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Bellingham’s Ryan Maiorano, who 
was the pitcher of the year in the 
Tri Valley League’s Small Division, 
threw a no-hitter against Clinton 
in the state tournament. 
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Sports
Bellingham Boys’ Volleyball 
Takes Another Step Forward
By CHriSTOpHer TreMBlay, 
STaff SpOrTS WriTer

Entering its fourth year the 
Bellingham boys’ volleyball team 
was looking to keep moving the 
program in the right direction. In 
what was to be their actual third 
year on the court, they lost the 
2020 season due to Covid, the 
Blackhawks wanted to improve 
upon last year’s abbreviated sea-
son. 

During its inaugural season 
of  the program, Bellingham 
went winless, and last year dur-
ing a shortened season, the boys 
were able to manage to secure 
two wins. This year, Coach Steve 
Mantegani’s team took a big step 
forward and put together a 10-9 
season, earning themselves a spot 
in the Division 2 State Tourna-
ment as the number 18 seed.

“We had brought back a lor of  
last year’s team, and they worked 
really hard to improve this sea-
son. They were very excited to 
put together a winning season 
and make it to the tournament,” 
the Blackhawk Coach said. “It 
was about midway through the 
season when they realized that 
they had a good chance of  mak-
ing the tournament if  they con-
tinued to work hard and play 
the way they were the rest of  the 
way.”

Having only two seniors take 
to the court this spring, Mante-
gani knows that this year is an-
other stepping stone in the future 
of  this program. Bellingham’s 
only seniors consist of  outside 
and middle hitter Mateus Lemos 
and first year volleyball player 
Will Ferguson. As a wrestler for 
Bellingham Ferguson was look-
ing for something to do this 
spring before graduating and de-
cided on volleyball at the coaches 
urging.

“I think that Will made a very 
good choice in picking volleyball. 
He picked up the game quickly 
and has been in and out of  the 
lineup as a middle hitter’ who is 
a strong blocker with a great at-
titude,” Mantegani said. “As for 
Mateus, our other senior, we will 
not see him in the tournament as 
he will be in Paris Island at Ma-
rine training camp. We will miss 

his flexibility and contributions.”
Leading the way into the 

tournament for Bellingham was 
their tri-captains Grant Wojik, 
Zach Mantegani and Dan Rose. 
Wojik, the team’s junior setter 
has been with the squad since 
eighth grade and has developed 
each year where the Bellingham 
offense now runs through him. 
In addition to high school vol-
leyball, he also plays club for the 
Newton Smash.

Rose, a junior, plays middle 
hitter and according to his coach 
he is one of  the most dynamic 
hitters on the team. He also 
jumps well, hits hard and is a 
great blocker setting the tone in 
the front row. Rose led the team 
in blocks and was second in kills. 
Mantegani is a sophomore oppo-
site side hitter who can do a bit of  
everything for the team. He has 
carried the team in some tough 
matches this season and was the 
leader in kills for the Blackhawks. 

In addition to the tri-captains 
providing a spark on the court, 
junior libero Anthony Campbell 
has been doing a lot of  digging 
the ball out in the back row for 
Bellingham this spring and al-
though a great player the junior 
is often very tough on his per-
formance. Two outside hitters, 
junior Kalen Sahin, and fresh-

man Jack Davidson, have both 
provided the team with a strong 
attack complimenting the team’s 
strength down the middle.

Bellingham also had two ath-
letes looking to help the team 
in juniors Christian Saccol and 
Matt Ulsh. Saccol had a tough 
time this season with an ankle in-
jury but when he was able to play, 
he did a great job for Bellingham 
controlling the middle of  the 
court with Rose. Ulsh, a back row 
player this year, has been battling 
a shoulder injury throughout the 
year. His strength is usually in the 
front and Mantegani is hoping 
he’ll be back to that position next 
year fully healthy.

One athlete that has im-
pressed the Coach has been 
eighth grader Thomas Crandall, 
who seemed to pick the game up 
very quickly.

“I usually don’t like to put 
eight graders in the line of  fire on 
a varsity team, but he has proven 
himself, and it will be exciting 
to have him back for four more 
years,” the Blackhawk Coach 
said. “He passes well and is phys-
ical with his game; he is not your 
typical eighth grader. Once the 
game begins and he gets going, 
you don’t even notice that he is 
an eighth grader.”

Bellingham was very excited 
for things to get underway with 
their first tourney.

“We have had a couple of  very 
tough practices and are excited 
to compete on this level,” Man-
tegani said. “We’ve had some 
tough games through the year 
and think that we have learned 
from those games and by win-

ning the games that we should 
have won.”

Unfortunately, Bellingham’s 
first visit to the State Tournament 
was not what they were looking 
for as number 15 Holyoke took 
them out in 3 sets during the 
round of  32. You can read about 
that in more detail in Ken Ham-
wey’s Tourney Roundup.

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

 Driveways  
 Parking Lots  
 Pressure Washing
 Crack Filling  
 Asphalt Repair

Bellingham Boys’ Volleyball had a winning season, making it to the 
tournament for the first time since it began 4 years ago.
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RECYCLE  THIS PAPER

Calling Bellingham home for 35+ years!

Paul@OstranderInsurance.com   508.966.1116
OSTRANDERINSURANCE.COM

1. Matt accidentally “skulls” a golf ball in his backyard and it shatters his
big bay window. Would Matt’s homeowner policy cover the damage even
though it is his fault?

2. Dick and Gemma buy fireworks for the Fourth of July. Deciding to test
a few before the holiday, they set one off in their neighborhood. One
lands on a neighbor’s house and starts a fire. Would Dick and Gemma’s
liability coverage cover the claim even though fireworks are illegal in
Massachusetts?

3. Jeff’s mom calls their insurance company to see if their
premium will cost less when Jeff turns 25 years old, which
will happen on the Fourth of July. Will their price go
down?

Paul Ostrander - Proud to call Hopkinton my home for 31 years!

Paul@OstranderInsurance.com   508.966.1116
OSTRANDERINSURANCE.COM

Answer 1: Yes, minus the deductible. Matt’s home has all-risk coverage. 
Answer 2: Yes, since they did not intentionally start the fire, coverage would apply.
Answer 3: No, there is no discount when a driver turns 25.

Summer Claims

Bellingham Kenpo Karate
ONE MONTH FREE TRIAL!

Traditional Values & Training
Family-Oriented Environment

Karate & Aikido
Cardio Kickboxing 1-hour class for $5.00

A place where kids can learn discipline, respect, self-control, 
and focus, and gain confidence. 

Adults can get in shape, relieve stress, and learn 
self-defense.  A place that is affordable and offers discounts to 
families so that they can bond and share experiences as they 
learn and progress through the ranks of martial arts together.

Bellingham Kenpo Karate
116 Mechanic St., Bellingham MA

(directly across from post office)

781-856-5914
KarateBellingham.com

EVERYTHING SUE TOUCHES TURNS TO SOLD!

Suzanne Ranieri
cell: 508-380-1643

home: 508-883-1477
Vice President, Bellingham Business Association

Let Bellingham’s #1 Realtor 
show you some Hot Properties!

Sue Ranieri
508.380.1643

SuzanneRanieri@NEMoves.com

SUMMER’S HERE 
and there's a

Expanded Eligibility for MA Medal of Liberty 
On Monday, May 30th, Rep-

resentative Michael J. Soter (R-
Bellingham) proudly announced 
an expansion of  eligibility for the 

existing Massachusetts Medal of  
Liberty at the Uxbridge Town 
Common during the Memo-
rial Day ceremony. The existing 
Medal of  Liberty is given to the 
next of  kin of  servicemen and 
women who died in service. The 
amendment to the medal was 
signed into law by Governor 
Baker as part of  Bill H4269, a 
sweeping COVID relief  bill, in 
December of  2021. 

Prior to the additional criteria 
being passed, only servicemen 
and women who died during 
active military conflicts were eli-
gible for the award. The Medal 
of  Liberty could not be given to 
those who perished during train-
ing exercises. With the changes 
implemented under the passage 
of  this bill, eligibility is now ex-
tended to those individuals. 

For multiple legislative ses-
sions, there has been a standalone 
bill filed by State Representa-
tives Brian Murray (D-Milford) 
and Michael Soter, which called 
for these changes. However, the 
language was finally signed into 
law after being introduced as an 
amendment to House Bill 4269. 

H.4269 focused on a number of  
investments within the common-
wealth including the stabilization 
of  the state economy, improving 
housing availability, and ensuring 
public health. 

During his Memorial Day 
address on the Uxbridge Town 
Common, Representative Soter 
referenced the 1944 Uxbridge 

Bomber Crash, when two B-24 
aircraft collided while flying back 
to Westover Airfield after com-
pleting training exercises. Two 
of  the seven passengers exited 
the plane with parachutes and 
were able to land safely on the 
ground, but the other five were 
killed, likely because they stayed 
at the controls to ensure that oth-
ers made it to safety. These five 
brave individuals are among the 
classification that would now be 
awarded the Medal of  Liberty 
since they perished during a 
training exercise. 

“The eligibility expansion 
for the Medal of  Liberty was 
long overdue,” commented Rep. 
Soter. “Individuals that gave the 
ultimate sacrifice protecting our 
liberties deserve to be recognized 
regardless of  the circumstances 
under which they died. I was 
humbled to be involved in this 
initiative, and I will continue to 
work to ensure that our service-
men and women are honored 
and remembered.” 

This initiative will build on the 
State of  Massachusetts’s com-
mitment to honoring its veterans 
and fallen soldiers. 
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July 1 

Franklin 4th of July Coalition, 
carnival, and entertainment, 6-10 
p.m., Franklin Town Common

July 2

Franklin 4th of July Coali-
tion Blues Festival 12-9:30 p.m., 
Franklin Town Common, fire-
works, 10 p.m., Franklin High 
School lot

July 3

Franklin 4th of July Coalition, 
carnival, and entertainment, 1-10 
p.m., Franklin Town Common

July 4

Franklin 4th of July Coalition, 
carnival, and entertainment, 12-6 
p.m., Franklin Town Common

July 6

Concert, Bellingham Town 
Common, 6 p.m. – Kids Night 
with Wayne Potash and Trevor 
the Games Man.  (No pony 
rides tonight).  

July 11

Rockabye Beats, 10:30 a.m., 
Bellingham Public Library, 100 
Blackstone St., Family program 

sponsored by the Rockland 
Trust Charitable Foundation 
and the Friends of  the Belling-
ham Library.

July 12

Big Ryan’s Tall Tales, 6:30 p.m., 
Bellingham Public Library, 100 
Blackstone St., Family program 
sponsored by the Rockland 
Trust Charitable Foundation 
and the Friends of  the Belling-
ham Public Library.

July 13

Concert, Bellingham Town 
Common, 6 p.m. – Free pony 
rides.  7 p.m. Morse Code (clas-
sic rock). Opening Act: The 
Wild Beyond (classic rock).

July 19

Impromptu Magic with Ed 
the Wizard, 4 p.m., Bellingham 
Public Library, 100 Blackstone 
St., For ages 7 and up.  Learn 
how to perform easy magic with 
everyday items that you might 
have on a camping or hiking 
trip.  Program supported in part 
by a grant from the Bellingham 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the Mas-

sachusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency. Seating is limited, 
please register.

July 20

Concert, Bellingham Town 
Common, 6 p.m. – Free pony 
rides.  7 p.m. Vinyl Echo (80’s 
rock).

Fancy Nancy: Red Carpet 
Event, Bellingham Public Li-
brary, 100 Blackstone St., 6:30 
p.m., 

For families.  Get all dressed 
up and join us for a special 
red-carpet event where we will 
do all things beaucoup fancy!  
Registration required.

July 22

Red Cross Blood Drive, Bell-
ingham Public Library, 100 
Blackstone Street, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Register at redcrossblood.org

July 23

Household Hazardous Waste 
Day, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Bellingham 
Memorial Middle School, 130 
Blackstone St., Bellingham

July 27

Concert, Bellingham Town 
Common, 6 p.m. – Free pony 
rides. 7 p.m. Jesse Liam Band 
(contemporary rock).

July 28

Family Feud, 6:30 p.m., Bell-
ingham Public Library, 100 

Blackstone St., Bellingham
For all ages. Get together 

a team of  your family or your 
friends to compete against oth-
ers in Family Feud! Survey 
says… you’ll have a great time. 
Please register!

Calendar

Quality Timely Service!

Residential & Commercial
• Tree Removal

• Pruning/Trimming • Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing • Stump Grinding

Call Now for your Free Estimate!
508-883-8823 • CharronTreeService.com508-883-8823 • CharronTreeService.com

Kevin Lemire, Owner • Bellingham

Fully Licensed & Insured • Established 1994

All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Insurance

$50 Discount
on services $500 - $1000 

$100 Discount
on services $1000 - $3000

$200 Discount
on services $3000+

Valid on new orders placed in July & August 2022   
Coupon must be presented at time of service.

Not to be combined with any other offer.
Not valid on emergency jobs.

GET NOTICED!
Contact Jen to find out how you can use this space to reach 

more than 153,000 homes and businesses each month!

508-570-6544 (call or text) 

or

 jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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FINANCING
AVAILABLE
• 12 Months
• No Interest
• No Payments
• Free Estimates
• Get Instant Estimate Online
  @ https://robertevansjrinc.com/
  Or Call

508-877-3500
  Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
  CSL 056746
  HIC 108807

ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Full Roof
Replacement

$500 OFF
On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. Aug. 30, 2022 • Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime Guarantee
Exp. Aug. 30, 2022

Offers May Not be Combined

Lifetime 
Roof Guarantee

Get a FREE Upgrade to a 
5

STAR

Rewarding moments
come with ownership. 
First-time homebuyer? You could get a special 
30-year mortgage rate and other incentives.

For a limited time, qualified buyers* could be eligible  
for a rate that’s a full half point less than current 30-year 
mortgage rates. Plus, you’ll get a $300 credit at closing.

Dean Bank is an approved participant in the Federal 
Home Loan Bank’s Equity Builder Program1 and the HOW 
Program, which can provide down-payment and closing 
cost assistance to eligible homebuyers. Ask us for details.

30-Year, Fixed-Rate Mortgage

 4.959%APR*4.875% 
RATE*

*4.959% APR is fixed for 30 years and will result in 360 monthly payments of principal and interest of $5.29 per $1,000 borrowed at 4.875% with 0 points. Payments do not include taxes and insurance. Maximum loan amount is $647,200. 
Minimum credit score of 720 is required. Escrow of property taxes is required for loan to values over 80%. Loan amounts over 80% of purchase price or appraised value whichever is less; require private mortgage insurance. Maximum 
loan-to-value is 97%. Property hazard insurance is required. Borrower must complete a home buyer counseling program. Available for owner-occupied single-family and condo unit residential properties. Offer may be withdrawn without 
notice.  Other terms and conditions may apply. 

1Equity Builder grant funds of up to $22,000 used to assist with down payment or closing costs are eligible for the purchase of a primary residence located in Massachusetts and Rhode Island on the Bank’s First-Time Homebuyer,  
Mass Housing loans and other fixed-rate loans as long as the borrower does not exceed 80% of HUD Area Median Income in those counties. Recipients must attend homebuyer education/course.

Member FDIC   Member DIF   NMLS#412095

deanbank.com • (508) 803-7992

Apply at deanbank.com or contact  
a Mortgage Originator at (508) 803-7992.


