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Ashland
Senior Center
Celebrates
Veterans

Ashland veterans were celebrated at the senior center, thanks to the staff, the Ashland Fire
Department, the Ashland Police Department
and the Ashland Council on Aging. The Veterans Day event had a great turn out.
Photos courtesy Ashland Senior Center, Facebook
page

Special Town Meeting
2022 Wrap Up

VETERANS

continued on page 2

Thinking of selling
and don’t know
where to start?
Call or email us today
to send you a home market
analysis and find out what
your home is worth.

Thinking of selling?
Contact us for a
FREE home analysis.

PremierResultsTeam.com
508.380.9296 | 508.380.1933
premierresultsteam@gmail.com

town website, www.ashlandmass.
com.
Article 1: Free Cash Transfer

Motion: That the Town vote
to transfer from Free Cash the
following; the sum of $80,000 to
the Stabilization Fund; and the
sum of $533,325 to the OPEB
Trust Fund; the sum of $994,423

MEETING

continued on page 3

PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING
Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Winner of MyFM 101.3 Quest for the Best competition
in both the plumbing and HVAC categories.

It’s Time to Service Your Heating System for the Cold
Cold!
We offer 0% interest for 7 years under Mass Save.

ASHLAND'S PREMIER REAL ESTATE TEAM

Tracy Beaudoin & Judi Teller

The Town of Ashland gathered for Special Town Meeting
on Wednesday, Nov. 16, at the
high school at 7 pm.
Seventy-six registered voters
weighed in on seven warrant
articles. There were several productive and engaging discussions
and ultimately all seven articles
presented passed. A recording
of special town meeting can be
found on WACA TV or on the

Amy Uliss

Heidi Zizza

508-341-1422

508-277-2032

mdmrealtyinc@gmail.com

mdmrealty@msn.com

963 Worcester Road
Framingham, MA

Service Work • Repairs • Boilers
Water Heaters • Remodeling • New Construction
Air Conditioning • Heat Pumps • Mini-Splits
Fully licensed and insured

Contact us today!
508-875-3413 • ShahoodPlumbing.com
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Join us for a HANUKKAH CELEBRATION!
Everyone is invited

Games • Music with the Rabbi
Make your own Menorah & Clay Dreidel
Best Latke Contest
Snacks & beverages served

Creative Design & Layout
Michelle McSherry
Kim Vasseur
Ad deadline is the
15th of each month.

December 18, 10-11:30 am - Ashland Middle School

Localtownpages assumes
no financial liability for errors
or omissions in printed
advertising and reserves the
right to reject/edit advertising
or editorial submissions.

K-5th Grade: $5/child by 12/16 or $7 at the door
FREE for pre-K
For details and payment contact Lisa Brown

school@shaareishalom.org

© Copyright 2022 LocalTownPages
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shaareishalom.org

Wishing You a Happy and
Safe Holiday Season!
Schedule your appointment
before your end-of-year benefits
and flex spending expire!
Adult & Pediatric Eye Exams
Contact Lens • Fittings
Medical Eye Conditions & Urgent Care

Dr. Lauren LaPaglia
Optometrist

contact@ashlandfamilyeye.com
25 West Union St., Ashland, MA
(508) 928-7300 ashlandfamilyeye.com
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to the Capital Account; the sum
$250,000 to Account 0112352450 (Comprehensive Plan);
and the sum of $250,000 to Account 36502447-48310 (Mindess School Building Project); as
shown in the table above.
Passed unanimously

Article 2: Property Tax Exemption

Motion: That the Town vote to
adjust (the exemption amount
and eligibility factors) for the
property tax exemption for
senior citizens under MGL
Chapter 59, Section 5 Clause
41C½ to 11.25%, to be effective
for exemptions granted the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 2022.
Passed unanimously

Article 3: Amend Bylaw:
Demolition Delay for Historically
or Architecturally Significant
Property

Motion: That Town amend
the Town Bylaws Chapter 125
Demolition Delay Bylaw for Historically or Architecturally Significant Buildings as presented in
Article 3.
Passed with a simple majority

Article 4: Accept Gift Nancy Drive/
Eliot Street

Motion: That the Town accept as a gift or otherwise acquire, the land located at 0 Nancy
Drive, Ashland, Massachusetts
and as shown on the Town of
Ashland Assessor’s Map 26 Lot
162, including 4,561 square feet
more or less, for the purpose of

the accessing the park that will
be constructed at the former site
of Cadilac Paint to be under the
care, custody and control of the
Select Board, and to authorize
the Select Board to negotiate and
execute any and all documents
necessary to effectuate same.
Passed unanimously

Article 5: Adopt Brave Act
provision 22G

Motion: That the Town accept the provisions of M.G.L. c.
59, § 5, Clause Twenty-second G.
Passed unanimously

Article 6: Authorize Funding for
Improvements to Middle School
Athletic Fields

Motion: That the Town appropriate $185,000 from the
Community Preservation Act
Open Space Account, to fund
improvements at Middle School
fields to include the replacement
of the scoreboards, dugouts,
benches and install batting cages
for baseball, softball and athletic
field turf areas; said funds to be
available until December 31,
2024 at which time any unexpended funds will be returned to
their funding sources.
Passed with a simple majority

Article 7: Zoning Bylaw: Building
Moratorium

Motion: That the Town
amend the Town of Ashland
Zoning Bylaw, Chapter 282, as
set forth in the Warrant in Article 7.
Moderator declared 2/3 majority

Town Meeting adjourned at
8:17 PM.
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Building Moratorium Recap And
What It Means For The Town
Moving Forward
At Special Town Meeting on
Nov. 16, Article 7, a zoning bylaw
change was proposed by the
Town Manager and Select Board
to create a building moratorium
passed with a 2/3 majority vote,
it was not unanimous. This new
bylaw amends the current zoning
bylaw for multi-family building
until Dec. 31, 2024. This change
does not apply to projects currently before the planning board.
It will only apply to planning
board permit submissions after
Nov. 16.
Since 2010, the Town of Ashland has experienced substantial
and rapid growth in residential
housing. In 2010, the Town of
Ashland had 6,581 units, and in
2020 that number had grown to
7,495. At least 802 of those units
are multifamily rental developments. Between 2020 and 2022
another 180 multifamily housing
units have been permitted. There
are currently three applications
including 494 multifamily units

TREES

pending before the Ashland Planning Board. Such rapid growth
has created concern for strain on
municipal resources. This bylaw
allows us to take a pause to analyze the impacts of multifamily
growth in the community. This
will give the town time to gather
more information on what the
impacts are to our infrastructure
(roads, water and sewer), finances
(new growth), schools (capacity
of buildings, staffing, services and
class size) and services (police, fire,
and DPW’s ability to respond to
issues). It also gives the town an

opportunity to look at development patterns and our reliance
on new growth to sustain the
budget.
It is important to note that this
bylaw change coincides with the
town initiative to create a Comprehensive Plan for the community. The Select Board and
Planning Board are driving this
initiative for the future. It will provide a clear path of direction for
the town to be a smart, safe and
sustainable community. Planning
for the comprehensive plan will
begin at the start of 2023.

PREMIER IMAGE GALLERY

40% OFF

ENTIRE GIFT STORE!
Prints • Crafts • Boyds Bears
290 Eliot St., Ashland 508-881-4730 • OPEN Mon-Fri 9 am - noon
www.premierimage.com

CUSTOM WREATHS

GIFTS

Weston Nurseries

Our Holiday Shop is Open!

Preparing students for a lifetime
of learning since 2006
Reach Preschool strives to provide a variety of
opportunities to encourage cognitive, emotional,
physical and social development for each child.

Registration is now open for
the September 2023 - June 2024 school year

Contact us for a tour!
508.868.2330 info@reachpreschool.com
Laura Erwin, M.Ed. Marcy Klay, M.Ed.

reachpreschool.com

Licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Department of Early Education and Care

COME VISIT SANTA ON
DECEMBER 10TH & 11TH
93 EAST MAIN ST., HOPKINTON

508.435.3414

Ashland Local Town Pages | www.ashlandtownnews.com

Page 4

Art Marries History

NOW
OPEN!
HOLIDAY SPECIAL
10 free units of botox,
Jeauvue or Xeomin.

December 2022

Almost all downtown revitalizations begin with local artists utilizing historic buildings.
Economic development grows
exponentially from that magical
cultural marriage.
To support Ashland’s downtown revitalization, visit our historic Town Hall during the Dec.
3, Winter Stroll and support one
artist with the purchase of one
holiday gift. That’s it!
Just. One. Artist. Just. One.
Gift.
You will be able to find artists
of many kinds – painters, writers,
potters, crafters – on the first two
floors between the hours of 11
am and 3 pm. And with a large
parking lot outside the building,
you can buy arts and crafts, store
it safely in your car and continue
to enjoy the early evening festivities at the Corner Spot.
Thank you for supporting artists in Ashland!
Elaine Donovan created the
ornaments and Maria Raffi
created the painting.
Courtesy photos

Minimum 30 units.

$100 OFF Filler
New clients only
expiration 1/31/2023

Services include:
• BOTOX Injections
• Dermal Fillers
• Chemical Peel
• Hair Restoration
• Microneedling
• Vitamin Injections
We are by appointment only.
Book your appointment at:

We love our customers, so feel free
to call, text or email us anytime.

Bella Bela Aesthetics
Main Street, Millis, MA
857-800-3597

Share the Joy
with Chocolates from Mt. St. Mary’s Abbey

bellabela617@hotmail.com

OPEN
24 Hours

Personal &
ng
Group Traini
ge Bed
Hydro Massa

GIVE THE
GIFT OF
HEALTH!
$0 ENROLLMENT FEE | 2 FREE PERSONAL TRAINING SESSIONS
1 MONTH FREE HYDRO MASSAGE

JOIN
TODAY!

Shaws Plaza

309 Pond St • Ashland, MA

508-881-4900

Anytimefitnessashland@gmail.com

Our Abbey Candy Shop is now open from 10:00 am – 6:30 pm.

scan here to place
your order today!
Mt. St. Mary’s Abbey
300 Arnold St., Wrentham
http://www.trappistinecandy.com/

December 2022
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Family-run Affordable Junk Removal
takes the stress out of cleanups
By Christie Vogt
Contributing Writer

Award
Winning
Food

774-233-1966

to Holliston, Hopkinton, Ashland

Free Delivery

The Best Little Restaurant with the Biggest Flavor!

The Corner Market

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here with their children and dog,
started Affordable Junk Removal in 2005.

www.CornerMarketHolliston.com

my kids,” he says. “I’m home to
see my babies play softball and do
all that stuff. We are also able to
give back to the communities we
serve.”
As for Ashland in particular,
Schadler says they are proud to
have many repeat customers and
friends in the area. Prior to owning Affordable Junk Removal,
Schadler was a chef at Stone’s
Public House, and he also has
relatives in town. The Schadlers
also sponsor Ashland’s girls high
school hockey team.
One of the best parts of his
job, Schadler says, is meeting
and getting to know new people and developing relationships
with returning customers. “We
are really grateful for the repeat
business and the chance to form
connections with residents across
the MetroWest area,” he says.
To receive a free junk removal
estimate, call 774-287-1133 or
visit affordablejunkremoval.com.

Pizza - Sandwiches - Burgers & More

a machine shop. Eventually, the
business grew into a full-time
endeavor, and the Schadlers invested back into the company
with new equipment and techniques. “When I first started,
for example, we didn’t have any
tarps. I’m driving around and
things are flying out of my truck,”
Schadler laughs. “I’m like, ‘Oh
my god, I need a tarp.’”
Schadler says his wife Christine “was equally as involved”
in getting the business off the
ground. “She handled the backend while I did the heavy lifting, all while she was working at
EMC,” he says. “Fast forward 17
years, and we both work full time
managing the company as well as
other endeavors. Business is doing
great; it has grown tremendously
to a fleet of trucks and dumpsters,
and we’ve also been able to buy a
pizza place, The Corner Market
in Holliston.”
In addition to delivering an
in-demand service to the community, Schadler is appreciative
that Affordable Junk Removal
has helped provide a work-life
balance that suits his family. “It
allows me to be able to do what
I like doing and spend time with

12 Concord St Holliston

Whether it’s one old fridge
in the garage or an entire home
of unwanted goods, the team at
Affordable Junk Removal offers a
cost-efficient, stress-free approach
to waste management. “You
don’t lift a finger,” says owner
Jason Schadler, who started the
company along with his wife
Christine in 2005.
The business offers same-day
service for both residential and
commercial clients across eastern
and central Massachusetts and
northern Rhode Island. In addition to junk removal, the company rents 15-yard dumpsters.
As a family-owned and operated company, Schadler says Affordable Junk Removal has lower
overhead costs and is more accessible than national competitors.
“I answer my phone 24 hours a
day,” he says. “I was on vacation
in Italy and Portugal, and I was
still answering my phone on the
beach. When you call us, you get
me — not an automated machine!”
Schadler says the company
has an environmentally friendly
approach to disposal in which
it recycles items when possible,
properly disposes of non-recyclables and resells many items at
the Schadlers’ secondhand store,
Resellables. “We opened that
store in Bellingham because we
hated to see things thrown away,”
Schadler says. “We have four kids
and sustainability is extremely
important to us.”
During the business’s early
days, Schadler provided junk removal on nights and weekends
when he wasn’t busy working at

Matt Gamache
Realtor

DISCOUNT HEATING OIL Serving Ashland for over 10 years
CALL FOR PRICES
Same Day Delivery
Senior Discounts
150 Gallon Minimum

508-620-6251
WWW.SAMEDAYOIL.COM

Call for a market analysis

508.561.2757

www.MattGamache.com
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!
E
E
R
F

$20 Towards Your
Next Delivery Order
($50 minimum)

Text 508-687-6138 to get started!
• Green Cleaner (hypoallergenic & biodegradable detergents)
• FREE Pickup & Delivery
• Barcodes - garment tracking
• Texting - text and communicate through text and receive a
text in real time when you’re orders ready
• Concierge service

279 5-Star Google Reviews!

508 376 9100

Text us: 508-687-6138
969 Main Street, Unit 1 • Millis, MA
qualitycleanersmillis.com

HOURS

Monday: 8 am - 5 pm
Tuesday: (Delivery) 8 am - 5 pm
Wednesday - Thursday: 8 am - 5 pm
Friday: (Delivery) 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday: 8 am - 1 pm
Sunday: Closed

Find us on Facebook | Ashland Town News
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The Latest Bathroom Trends
Stick with all matte black
fixtures

John Szolomayer

REAL ESTATE INSIGHTS
Are you thinking about updating your bathroom? Or maybe
you’re heading in the direction
of a new build and you need
some ideas about what to include
in your construction plans. No
matter what you’re starting with,
modern-day bathroom trends
can be great sources of interior
design inspiration. Here are three
current bathroom trends worth
giving a try.

For a long time, brass and
gold were the go-to fixture styles
of choice. From the handles on
drawers and the knobs on cabinets to faucets heads and sinks,
a lot of people opted for either
brass or gold because they have
been trendy for a while now.
However, it’s time for brass and
gold to take a backseat as matte
black fixtures step into the spotlight.
Matte black fixtures add a
certain level of elegance and sophistication to any bathroom, so
if you’re looking to make a chic
addition to your bathroom, matte
black fixtures might just be the
answer. Even better, black pairs
beautifully with just about every
color, so you won’t be limited
in terms of creativity when you
choose matte black bathroom
fixtures.
Whether you want to keep
things neutral by combining
matte black fixtures with neutral
colors or you’re more inclined to
go the route of bold colors like

green and light purple, the versatility of matte black fixtures
makes both options possible.

Embody the look and feel
of a spa at home
With the help off this bathroom trend, you won’t have to
seek out a professional spa or visit
a local salon when you want to
relax. Instead, give yourself the
luxury of unwinding at home by
following the trend of turning
your bathroom into an at-home
spa. There’s something especially
calming about unwinding at
home rather than driving somewhere else when you want to experience spa-level tranquility.
There are so many ways to
create a spa-like experience for
yourself, but it all starts with the
ambiance. Put together an environment that is centered around
relaxation by prioritizing dim
lighting, adding scented oil diffusers, and making room for
candles galore. From there, add
features like a freestanding bathtub, heated floors, and warm towels to enhance this cutting-edge
bathroom trend in your home.

Planning Board Information Session

Marble exudes elegance.
While it’s a timeless choice in
general, it tends to go in and out
of style as new patterns and styles
garner temporary attention. But
as we’ve seen many times, interior
design trends often circle back to
marble, and that’s what’s currently happening today.
The best part about marble
is that it can be incorporated in
many different ways. Whether
you want marble flooring, a marble countertop, marble walls, or
marble accents, the options are
seemingly endless. Plus, marble looks good with nearly every
color.

Currently, many people are
choosing to combine marble with
brown, beige, and other earth
tones. That said, if you’re someone who loves a pop of color, you
can’t go wrong with the combination of marble and teal or other
hues of blue.
Information provided by John
Szolomayer, RE/MAX Executive Realty. For more information
contact John Szolomayer at 508259-4788 or JohnSzolomayer.
com.
Sponsored articles are submitted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

Experienced. Professional. Trustworthy.

John Szolomayer ABR, CBR, AWREP, LMC
RE/MAX Executive Realty
508.259.4788
johnszolomayer@gmail.com
johnszolomayer.com

Looking to advertise your business?
Contact Susanne: 508-954-8148
or sue@sodellconsult.com

January 18th from 6- 7 pm
Virtually with Zoom.
Access the meeting link by visiting
our website, ashlandmass.com

Have you ever wondered
what an overlay district is? How
an overlay district interacts with
other zoning districts? Or where
the overlay districts in Ashland
are and what they do? The Planning Department will be hosting a virtual information session
about overlay districts in Ashland,
including the Pond Street Mixed
Use Overlay District, Subsection
A of the Ashland Downtown
Zoning District, the Large Scale
Solar Overlay District, and even
the Floodplain Overlay District!
Come and find out how overlay
districts work, their advantages
and disadvantages over more traditional districts, and what areas
of Ashland are covered by overlay districts. The presentation
recording will be shared if you
cannot make this event.

Keep it classy with marble
accents

Alter-G
Marathon
Recovery
Program
Looking to maximize your
training while giving your legs
the necessary rest they need? Treat
yourself to a recovery package on our
Alter-G Anti-Gravity Treadmill.

Makes a great holiday gift
for the runner in your life!

NEW ENGLAND REGLAZE
Don’t replace
your old tub, reglaze it!
Tubs, tile sinks and
much more

We do any TUB!

CALL US NOW
617-895-7771

www.newenglandreglaze.com

Reg. $399

Color, travel, may apply.

NOW

299.

$

00

SAVE

$

100

WITH AD

Call today for information on available packages.

508-544-1540

15 West Union Street, Ashland
1 Lumber Street, Suite 201, Hopkinton
196 E. Main Street, Milford (in The Gym)
www.platinumptma.com
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Fire Department Connects With Community
Each month, the Ashland Fire
Department is out and about
meeting community members
and educating residents.
In November, they welcomed
Girl Scout troop 64098 to the station for a tour and informational
setting.
Another day in November saw
the members visit the Warren
School, where they were finishing
up two weeks of fire safety training with the 2nd graders, utilizing
its Hazard House training prop.
Sparky, the department’s

mascot, made an appearance on
Halloween around town.

Route 109
Me d way M i l l i s

And earlier this fall, the station opened its doors to the community for an open house.

Courtesy photos, Ashland Fire
Department Facebook page

December 2022

Find us on Facebook | Ashland Town News

Page 9

Your Money, Your Independence

Perfection is the Enemy of Good, Focus on Executing Improvements.

Glenn Brown

While 2022 has been a challenging investment environment,
it has been a fantastic year to see
the benefits of executing financial
plans over the past few years.
Were all outcomes perfect?
No, and they never can be. See by
seeking the perfect opportunity or
waiting for the perfect time, one
prevents the implementation of
good improvements.
Consider the good done by executing on a remodel or outdoor
project in 2017-19 or refinancing
your mortgage and/or auto loans
in 2020-21. More recently, how
about deleveraging variable debt,
establishing access to equity, rais-

Ashland Town News
now has its own
Facebook page!

Ashland Town News
on Facebook
to keep up-to-date with
articles, events,
giveaways and contest
announcements
for Ashland!

ing emergency funds availability,
modeling for variables such as
inflation on expenses as well as
remaining true to your risk tolerance.
Sure, it’s easy to bemoan
things that’s didn’t go as planned
with investments, like bonds not
playing their role portfolio stability in 2022. But this too shall
pass as Fed pivots away from their
feverishly raising of interest rates
next year. Can the same be said
next year about an opportunity to
lock in your mortgage under 3%
or get your remodel done at 3040% less?
There’s still some good improvements you can do by yearend, if appropriate.
Roth Conversion. Have sizable
Traditional IRAs? Think taxes
are going up? You believe your
holdings will rebound? With a
strong handle on your sources
of income and capital gains for
2022, consider modeling tax liability of different amounts converted to a Roth IRA.
Remember, unlike a few years
ago, you can no longer undo a
conversion via “recharacterization”, so what’s done is done.
Tax-Loss Harvesting. Sell investments for large gains earlier
in the year? Sitting on sizable unrealized losses? Consider selling

to realize tax-losses that can offset
current year gains or be carried
forward against future year gains
as well as write off up to $3,000
against ordinary income.
Recall the IRS wash-sale rule
prohibits selling an investment
for a loss and replacing it with the
same or a “substantially identical” investment across all household portfolios 30 days before or
after the sale. So if you are going
to sell and buy back, verify it’s
clean 30 days prior and then wait
31 days.
Last minute 401(k), 403(b)
and 457 plan contributions. Ide-

ally, you’d be at $20,500 maximum contributions limits ($27,00
if 50 or older). If not, many
plans allow online changes up to
50% of wages. Have a year-end
bonus? Can forgo a paycheck or
two? Act quickly as plans require
a pay cycle for updates to take effect.
And if you’re late to impact
2022, then see how long you go
with higher contributions to front
load towards 2023 contributions
limits of $22,500 ($30,000 if 50
or older).

Still waiting for perfect, instead of executing on the good?

issued their own coin for trading. In 3 years, he’s worth $25
billion and his firm’s Marketing/
PR includes Tom Brady, Stephen
Curry, MLB, NBA, plus TV personalities call him a modern-day
J.P. Morgan and has clout as 2nd
largest US political donor in
2022.
Perfect, right?
Please note the sarcasm, and
put the work in towards the good.
May you and those closest to
you enjoy a happy and safe holiday season.

Solutions for Kitchens and Bathrooms
… from design to installation

Creating functional and stylish spaces since 2014
See us online at NortheastKandB.com
Fully licensed and insured
Call today! 617.650.8814

Ok, there’s this 30-year old “genius” that founded a crypto
exchange in the Bahamas and

NOW HIRING

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC

Part Time Position
18 hrs/wk • $28.60/hr
Perform routine and diversified work involving
repairs to and maintenance of buildings and
outside areas. This position requires the various
skills found in the trade classifications of
carpenter, electrician, plumber and mason.

The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only and are not intended to
provide specific advice or recommendations for any individual.
Glenn Brown is a Holliston
resident and owner of PlanDynamic, LLC, www.PlanDynamic.
com. Glenn is a fee-only Certified
Financial Planner™ helping motivated people take control of
their planning and investing, so
they can balance kids, aging parents and financial independence.
Sponsored articles are submitted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

Want financial independence?
Are you building with:
■
■
■
■
■
■

Fee-only Certified Financial Planner™

Strategies for budget, cash flow & debt
Low-cost investments

■

Growing income streams

Maximizing work, government & health benefits
Tax planning

■

Insurance analysis

College savings for kids

■

■

Estate planning

Care for elderly parents

We help you take control of planning and investing,
so you can balance kids, aging parents
and financial independence.

Ashland Housing Authority
Contact Candace Avery, Executive Director
for details and to apply.

508.250.3700 or 508.881.2450

Glenn Brown,
CFP®, CRPC
508-834-7733
www.PlanDynamic.com
PlanDynamic, LLC is a registered investment advisor. Please visit our website for important disclosures.

Ashland Local Town Pages | www.ashlandtownnews.com
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Climate change and equity on the docket for community Zoom meeting
By Patricia Roy
A survey focusing on climate
change and equity was conducted
by Ashland, Natick and Framingham over the past year.
The results were discussed in
a Zoom meeting held on Oct. 19
with the Metropolitan Planning
Council and the Ashland Planning Department and hosted by
the Ashland Public Library.
Climate equity offers accountability and responsibility to those
who benefit from the root causes
of climate change. This can mean
the equality of outcomes, not the
equality of opportunity.
Equitable solutions to climate
change address land use, housing,
transportation, access to health
care and education.
In 2021, the three municipalities got $127K for their share of
the MetroWest Climate Equity
Project. At the Zoom meeting,
residents will gain a better understanding of how climate change
affects individuals and communities, how to prepare or cope with
climate change and express their
ideas for action to address the impacts of climate change.

Residents will also have the
opportunity to say how climate
change has affect them. Municipal officials will also learn about
climate justice.
According to the Metropolitan
Area Planning Council, four out
of five survey respondents think it
is urgent to take action to reduce
climate change.
Top four areas called for emergency planning, equitable clean
energy and energy efficiency programs, getting around without a
car and access to lakes and ponds
for cooling.
Among the simple actions that
homeowners can take is to reduce
the use of lawn fertilizers that
contribute to pollution of local
ponds, making them unusable
for swimming or fishing. Planting trees can also help cooling
and taking advantage of bicycle
lands and energy audits, which
can sometimes be problematic
for lower income residents and
renters/landlords.
Of the 851 survey respondents, 134 were Ashland residents.

About 55 percent of the respondents over all three towns
thought climate change would
affect their families a great deal.
There were 64 percent of respondents who said they have experienced extremely hot or cold
temperatures, with fewer resi-

Hot Gifts for the Holidays!
Candles, Art, Tapestries
Backpacks, Seeds
Exotic Snacks

CBD
Trusted Brands
Local Sources
Free Samples
Brochures
VAPORIZERS
Devices, Juice
Disposables

FINE CIGARS
Cutters
Torches • Ashtrays
Humidors

1,000s of
Smoking
Accessories

dents noting power outages and
more ticks and mosquitos.
Other priorities included
housing affordability and quality,
access to healthy and affordable
foods and access to education and
good jobs.
Language access and immigrant inclusion was also important to 40 percent of those
answering the survey.
Ashland scored relatively high
on the neighborliness scale with
69 percent saying they felt safe,

57 percent answering they knew
multiple people on their street
and 40 percent acknowledging
organizations that provide support during time of need.
Ranking a little lower, 34 percent said they trusted local government officials while 49 percent
said they did “sometimes.”
And encouraging 79 percent
responded that they have influence to make their community a
better place either sometimes or
all the time.

DISC GOLF
Disc • Bags
(Home of the Dacey)
Lost & Found

Sneakers
Hats
Apparel
PIPES
Handblown Glass
Handpipes &
Waterpipes

www.mycornernews.com

20% OFF ANY ONE ITEM

(SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY)

Online Registration Now Open
Ninja Classes Starting at Age 4

191 MECHANIC ST. #2
BELLINGHAM

508.657.0960

Surge Ninja Team
Open Gyms & Birthday Parties

88C Elm St. Hopkinton
kkidsgymnastics.com • (508) 435-2400
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The b.LUXE beauty beat
GIFTING: 3 RULES TO SHOP BY
By Gina Woelfel
Good gift-giving is an art!
There’s nothing like watching
someone light up with joy when
they open your gift! The perfect present can lift your mood,
strengthen a relationship and
even leave you feeling happier
and healthier. Gift giving releases
the “feel good” chemicals in your
brain for an instantaneous moodboost. Maybe that’s why we feel
so good around the holidays?
A gift can be many things
and doesn’t need to be big or
expensive to be amazing. Giving
with intent and keeping your gift
choices relevant says “I see you”
and “you’re worth it”. When we
take the time to emotionally customize gift-giving it speaks volumes to its recipient and makes
even the smallest gestures feel
incredibly thoughtful.
Themes are a wonderful way
to personalize a gift. A theme encourages you to think about who
you’re gifting and what they’d
love to receive. You can choose
a spa package and candle for a
friend who needs a little “metime” or how about a gourmet
cooking basket of spices and specialty foods for your sister who
loves to cook? There’s a theme
for everyone on your list!
Let’s face it, gone are the days
when Black Friday opened the
holiday shopping season. The
retail madness starts the day after
Halloween and it’s easy to get lost
in the sea of holiday sales. With
a little planning, though, you can
manage this chaos like a boss and
curate some amazing gifts with
minimal (or at least enjoyable)
in-person and online shopping.

Gifting: 101
Make a list and check it twice!

Break it down by order of importance. You’ll have your first tier
recipients like family and friends
whose gifts you’ll need to give the
most thought to. It’s important to
consider their personalities, hobbies, and pastimes when choosing
their gifts. Keeping it personal
and recipient specific makes both
you, the giver, and the receiver
very merry! Your next tier of gifts
will be for the people in your life
who support, service, educate
and soothe you. Now, you probably don’t know your mailman or

your kid’s teachers well enough to
know their hobbies, but the holidays are an excellent opportunity
to show your appreciation and an
end-of-year gift certificate or tip is
the perfect way to say thank you.
Most of your favorite stores, salons and restaurants now offer gift
cards online, so take advantage
of this convenience! Light a fire,
pour a glass of wine and with just
a few clicks, your gift card shopping will be done and you can
enjoy some holiday downtime!
Budget, budget, budget!

Nothing will ruin your holiday spirit more than stressing
over your bank account! Keep
things simple, know what you
can spend and find ways to keep
your purchases within those parameters. Sometimes, we may
feel pressured to splurge beyond
our means, forgetting that homemade and smaller gifts are just
as special. Giving a $5 Starbucks
card might feel insignificant to
you, but the gift of an afternoon
coffee might be exactly the break
someone needs. No gift is EVER
too small when it’s given with
gratitude. Even a small bobble or
stocking stuffer is a treasure when
paired with a thoughtful card.
And now in the time of texts and
tweets, your hand-written words
are more meaningful than ever.
Always remember to treat
yourself!

There’s no one who works
harder than you to plan the perfect holiday. You’ve got this! So,
stop, take a breath and give yourself the gift of grace (and maybe
a spa facial package, too!)
b.LUXE is here to make your
holiday shopping easier than ever
with our huge selection of spa
and beauty gifts!
We’ve also put together two
specially priced spa packages that
can be purchased online and delivered via email or purchased in
person at the studio.
• Scalp Spa Package $100 $120 value
• Facial Package only $150 $195 value
Both are relaxing and rejuvenating.
Want to give the gift of healthy
hair? Grab a b.LUXE Holiday
Hygge Box! It includes our nourishing BEFORE Oil, a super ab-

sorbent, eco-friendly hair wrap,
a scalp massaging brush and a
wide-toothed, static-free comb.
It’s only $100 and can be shipped
anywhere in the US for $10.
If you’re shopping on a budget, remember, it’s the thought
that counts! Our signature lip
gloss trios, hair accessories, Soi
brand soy candles and smaller
retail items make lovely gifts, too!
And if you’re not sure what to
give, pick up a b.LUXE gift card!!
As we close out 2022, The
b.LUXE family would like to
wish you all peace, love and so
much joy! We’re truly blessed
with this amazing community
and hope the warmth of family,
friends and festivities brings you
all a well deserved and magical
holiday season.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsored articles are submitted by
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely
responsible for the content of this article.

Shop
FOR THE

HOLIDAYS
SPECIALLY PRICED SPA PACKAGES
BUY 3 GET 1 FREE RETAIL SALE
HOLIDAY HYGGE BOX

RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Keeping families comfortably cozy in their homes year-round for over 76 Years!
Happy Holidays from

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Specialists in Home Comfort
& Energy Conservation
HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • HOT WATER • INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Heating Service Plans, Heating Install and Repairs & More!
Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery

With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions &
lower carbon footprint, it’s the most environmental friendly heat fuel, and the safest.

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com
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Santa makes many lists,
including his own Wish List!
New Roof Installation
Fascia, Soffit, Trim
Seamless Gutters
Chimney Re-Leading
Window Installation
Skylight Installation
Siding
PEACE OF MIND

Luckily for Santa, Robert Roofing & Gutters
can help with them all!
• Free Estimates
• Licensed & Insured
• Serving the North Pole,
South Shore &
Surrounding Areas

Robert Greene
857-247-8709
robertroofingandgutters.com
One Call Sends a Roofer, Not a Salesman

December 2022
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Success On The Horizon For Ashland Co-Captains
BY Christopher Tremblay,
Staff Sports Writer

year co-captains they also want
to expand their leadership rolls to
lead the team back into the playoffs; both athletes firmly believe
that the Clockers are primed to
making a deep run through the
tournament this year, especially
after playing talented, high division teams in the TVL.
In addition to improving their
skills for the TVL season, they
are both looking to enhancing
their ability to play basketball in
college. Both girls are committed to play Division 3 collegiate
basketball. Leone will head to
Bowdoin University in Brunswick, Maine, while Marrella will
be playing a little closer as she
attends Brandeis University in
Waltham.
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“Honestly I don’t know who
he is, but I can visualize what
Coach was thinking when he said
that” she said. “I’m a tall and aggressive player who can play any
position, in the post or on the
wing. I can also shoot the three
and handle the ball if needed.”
Marella, who had been shooting lights out last winter, felt that
she could use more practice and
got herself a shooting coach to
help her game this year.
“I can shoot threes with accuracy, but I went out and got a
shooting coach to help me with
the adjustment of my shot and I
have been working on my follow
through,” she said. “I’ve worked
countless hours trying to perfect
my shot.”
While everyone has the need
to get better, Padavano believes
his two athletes already have talent that others just don’t have.
“Last year Carlie missed the
first two games of the season; her
first game back with no practice,
she drops 28 on Hopkinton and
we beat them for the first time in
5 years,” Padavano said. “During
the Nashoba game she comes
into the huddle and tells me to
draw up a play to get her the ball.
She hits a three-point shot to tie
it and we win by 6 in overtime.”
During the first few games
with Marrella on the bench,
Leone knew that she needed to
pick up her game. Against Holliston, despite being double and
triple teamed she still managed
to put up 23 points. Padavano is
working on trying to get Leone
more into transition this year and
if, so he is expecting big things
from her.
With the season opener still
on the horizon both Leone and
Marrella have been working on
improving their skills for the upcoming battle with the Tri-Valley
League contenders. As second

www.junkitnow.us

now they are hoping to recapture that excitement with a high
school title.
While in the 8th grade, the
two were called up to the junior
varsity team seeing some high
school action, but it want until
their freshman season when they
suited up for the varsity time for
the first of many games.
And although only first-year
players, they were used to the
high school atmosphere having
practiced with the team while on
the varsity squad.
Their sophomore season
was cut short due to Covid, and
they only got to play a handful
of games, but come their junior
year, their first under Padavano,
the team responded and qualified
for the tournament. The Clockers were awarded the number 22
seed out of 44 teams to venture
into the Division 2 State Tournament last winter. After defeating
Sommerset Berkley 54-44, Ashland was sent home in the second
round by Chicopee the number
11 seed.
“We may have only gotten
one win last year in the tournament, but it was definitely great
to finally get that win,” Marrella
said. “With that experience were
are looking to take it to the next
level this year.”
During last year’s experience,
which include a tournament visit,
Marrella, a deadly three-point
shooter, averaged 15 points and 4
assists as the team’s point guard,
while Leone, who also shoots
threes with great accuracy, averaged 16 points, 9 rebounds and
3 blocks on the year and according to her Coach she moves like
Celtics great Kevin McHale in
the post.
On the McHale reference
Leone was unfamiliar with the
Celtics’ 6th man during their
Championship seasons.

www.junkitnow.us
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It’s been well over a decade
since Carlie Marrella and Melissa Leon first met and became
best friends.
While it was in preschool
when the two bonded for the
first time, it was on the basketball
court that their friendship soared
to another level.
The duo began playing youth
basketball in Ashland during
their early years before it morphed into playing on a travel tea,
AAU and high school hoop.
“It was around the fourth
grade when a connection was
made,” Marrella said. “Although
we were friends, basketball
brought is together on another
level and we’ve built this great
bond.”
Leone is 6 feet tall and can
play inside and outside, while
her counterpart is the team’s
point guard. Together the two
are kinetically connected and
can read one another like a book
and knows exactly what the other
is planning on doing during any
specific play.
“These girls are unbelievable
and as second-year captains they
possess a natural leadership.
They love the game and set the
pace in everything we do,” second year Coach Dave Padavano.
“You won’t find two better girls
who not only love the game but
will do anything you ask of them
without hesitation. My only regret is that I only get to coach
them for two years.”
While the second-year
Clocker Coach is boasting about
his two senior co-captains, the
two credit the new coach to making them better than they already
were.
“Coach has definitely made us
better. Last year, his first season,
we made the tournament and
were winning games, something
that we hadn’t done in a long
time,” Leone said. “He not only
brought the team together, but he
cares about everyone on the team
and his resources were beneficial
to our college recruitment.”
Marella added that with Padavano having so much basketball experience he has brought
the team to another level on the
court.
It’s been quite some time
but the duo was able to capture
a championship while playing
youth basketball together and

With the college recruitment
out of the way the Clocker girls
are looking forward to a stressfree season on the court.
“We’re thrilled to be going into
a new environment after high
school,” Marrella said. “Last year
the recruitment process took a lot
of time and now that it’s done
with and we know where we are
going we can have a more relaxed
and fun senior season.”
Having played basketball together for some time now this,
their senior campaign at Ashland High School, will be there
last together as they will both go
their separate ways come next fall
when they head to college.
“We thought about looking
at schools where we could play
together, but ended up landing
where we best fit in,” Leone said.
“We may be playing for schools
that best fit our style of play in
different leagues away from one
another, but we’ll still be best
friends and watching each other’s
progress.”
With the inevitable departure
on the court coming next winter
both girls are looking toward their
senior season with the rest of the
Ashland team, while hopefully
***We now empty yo
posting a winning season and a
junk bags and leav
memorable trip through the tourcleanout. Call for p
nament.
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Menorah Lighting Dec. 16
By Susan Manning
Staff writer
Kicking off Hanukkah this
year will be similar to the past
few: a menorah lighting in Montenegro Square.
According to Sha’arei Shalom
President Kate Fialky, this has become an annual event.
The synagogue purchased a
menorah several years ago and
have been hosting this community menorah lighting every year
in Montenegro Square in Downtown Ashland.
“We typically hold it during
the first few days of Hanukkah,”
she said.
Helping plan the event is the
board of the synagogue, the committees and its rabbi, Eric Gurvis.
“The board arranges to set up
the menorah, our Hebrew School
teachers practice the songs leading up to the holiday, and the
rabbi plans the song list,” said
Fialky.
The honor of lighting the menorah, said the president, goes to
a member of the synagogue typically.

“We often will give the honor
of lighting the menorah to a
member. A few years ago, one of
our founders, Martin Shapiro, lit
the menorah— it was a very special moment for us and for him!”
she said.
The menorah lighting is open
to anyone who wants to attend.
“This is a community event.
We love to see new and familiar
faces glowing in the light of the
menorah while tucked into cozy
hats and warm coats! Town Manager, Michael Herbert as well as
members of Ashland’s police

and fire departments also join in.
Whether you belong to another
synagogue or are just curious to
see what a menorah lighting is all
about, we are happy to welcome
anyone that wants to join us,”
said Fialky.
The menorah lighting will be
held on Friday, Dec. 16, from
6:15 to 7 PM, in Montenegro
Square, 100-196 Main St.
Sha’arei Shalom is a small,
member-driven community synagogue based in Ashland. Services
are held twice a month throughout the year. More information
can be found online at
www.shaareishalom.org.

Take a Stroll Downtown Dec. 3
Celebrate the holidays with a
stroll around Downtown Ashland
on Saturday, Dec. 3, from 11 am
– 5 pm!
Shop for gifts, make a Craft,
visit with Santa, enjoy hot cocoa
and a cookie. Sing a holiday carol,
warm up by the fire pit and roast
a marshmallow, watch the annual
holiday tree lighting, and more!

Share the Warmth of
the Season with Our
Holiday SharingShare
Tree. the Warmth of

the Season with Our
Holiday Sharing Tree.

Take a mitten tag from our Sharing Tree.
Help bring some holiday cheer to a local child. Beginning

November 18th, just take a “mitten tag,” listing age and gift

ideas for area children from the Sharing Tree in our lobby and
return all wrapped gifts to us by December 10th. Lobby
hours are Mon-Wed & Fri 8:30 to 4pm, Thurs 8:30 to 6pm

Take a mitten tag from our Sharing Tree.

and Saturday 8:30 to 12:30pm. For more information call

781-762-1800 or email us at webmail@norwoodbank.com.

Help bring some holiday cheer to a local child.

Beginning November 21st, just take a “mitten tag,”
listing age and gift ideas for area children from the
Sharing Tree in our lobby and return all wrapped gifts to
11 Central Street Norwood, MA 02062
www.norwoodbank.com 781-762-1800
Member FDIC DIF

us by December 12th. Lobby hours are Mon- Fri 8:30 to
4pm and Saturday 8:30 to 12:30pm. For more
information call 781-762-1800 or email us at
webmail@norwoodbank.com.

Here are more details for the
day:
From 11 am - 3 pm stroll
around downtown visiting various businesses- Blush Bouquets, Ashland Reiki & Wellness,
B&Beauty, MSM Blowdry, Bill
Horsman Photography and
pop-up shops at The Bagel Table
and My Ashland Office (21 Main
St.), Crossroads PT and Wellness
(128 Main St.), and Town Hall to
complete your holiday shopping.
The Corner Spot will host activities for kids, have hot cocoa,
cider and teas from Doragon
Ramen from 11 am - 3 pm, and

from 1:30-3:30 pm, all the kiddos
can visit with Santa and tell him
what they want for Christmas!
At 3:30 pm, walk with Santa
down Main Street from The
Corner Spot to the Downtown
Square to get ready for the Tree
Lighting.
From 3:30- 5 pm, gather at the
tree downtown to sip on some hot
cocoa, munch on a cookie, and
listen to caroling before the annual tree lighting.
The evening will conclude
with the annual tree lighting and
Santa driving by, giving everyone
a big wave!
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VETERANS
continued from page 2

One tasteful gift.
Give a $100 Gift Card,
Get a $20 Gift Card Free.

®

onebistro.com
From 12/1 to 12/26
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Local film heads to NY awards
By Patricia Roy
What does it mean when a
friendship formed in youth, then
dropped for no particular reason
is randomly rekindled late in life?
Do the early ties hold true?
Ashland Community Theater
ACT takes a look at this question
in “Tommy and Michael” a short
film that is headed to Manhattan
this week as a nominee for the
prestigious SOFIE awards, short
film awards that salute the “giants
of short film.”
ACT founder Joe White who
directed the film, also wrote the
screen play based on a play by
Thom Astore.
The two leads reconnect, adding humor and poignancy to their
later years.
Clocking in at 50 minutes, several minutes over time for a short
film, “Tommy and Michael” is
competing in the category of Best
Long Short Film.
“The thing that drew me the
most to the story was my grandmother always told me, there’s
no one like life-long friends,” said
White.
Tommy and Michael know
each other inside and out, they
finish each other’s sentences and

they’re very playful, he said, adding he thought it was due to the
intensity of childhood friendships.
“First relationships really impact you as a person,” said White.
“So it’s like these two people were
never apart even though they
were separated for 30 years.”
The film is both funny and
dramatic, but there’s nothing
sappy about the friendships of a
lifetime, he said.
The film stars Ashland’s
Gerald Halfhide as Michael
and Larry Loring of Grafton as
Tommy. Loring also nabbed a
SOFIE best actor nomination.
Shooting was done during
The COVID – 19 shut down,
with Ashland locations like Stone
Park, Union Street and White’s
own driveway standing in Queens
New York.
The film will be screened on
Nov. 17 at the Producer’s Club in
Manhattan. Tickets beginning at
$10 are available for streaming on
the Ashland Community Theater
site until Dec. 20. Follow the links
to stream the film.
Actors and crew were particularly engaged during filming
which wrapped up in August
2021, White noted.

“I think because of the shutdown they were all very excited
to be out and seeing people,” he
said.
The film branch of the Ashland Community Theater welcomes volunteers and you don’t
need to be into acting. There’s
plenty on or around a film set that
needs doing.
“We need people to hold
boom mikes, things like that,”
said White.
“Tommy and Michael” has already taken a second place award
at the New York Film Festival and
third place at the ACM Nor’easter Awards.
“It’s exciting to get recognized
for something you love doing so
much,” he said.
The awards are crucial to getting the film before more viewers
and industry people.
Sadly, playwright Thom Astore passed away before the film
was completed.
ACT produces two theater
productions a year and works
with WACA-TV to produce film
and video projects. Adults and
teens interested in acting, directing, writing and stage work are
encouraged to join.

Timothy Daniels House

Federated Church
of Ashland
118 Main Street, Ashland, MA

December 2022
Thrift Shop

Wednesdays - 10:00 AM – 6:00
PM
AND
Saturdays – 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Lots of Hidden Treasures

Clothing - Jewelry - Books - Toys
Household Goods - Vintage Items

Exceptional Short-Term Rehab & Skilled Nursing Care



Physician on Site
 Short Term Rehab
 Physical Therapists On Site
24 Hr Nursing Coverage  Respite Stays Welcome  Hospice Services

(508)429-4566

84 Elm Street, Holliston, MA
www.rehabassociates.com/timothydaniels

In-Person Worship Services
– Sundays @ 10 AM - All are
Welcome!

Also available Live on YouTube
FCOA

“Christmas Boutique”
Saturday, December 3

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
There will be crafts, knitted items,
jewelry and a bake sale.
Please plan to stop by and do
your holiday shopping!

Find us on Facebook | Ashland Town News
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Stuffed Animals Enjoy Library Sleepover
The stuffed animals had so
much fun at their sleepover last
month! After the people went
home, the library guests had a
fantastic night!
Ryan brought his purple octopus and read a couple of octopus
stories. Miss Lois brought a sloth.
The stuffies had fun with the
photocopier. They also quenched
their thirst at the water bubbler,
did some bedtime reading, put
together some puzzles and build
a blanket fort.

21 Main street, Suite 102, Milford MA 01757

(508)377-3743

milforddentalgroup.com
Dr. Peyman Beigi, DMD
General and Emergency Dentist
Dr. Beigi completed his undergraduate
studies in California and earned his
doctorate from Tufts University, School
of Dental Medicine . He completed his
residency at the New England Medical
Center. He is certified in Invisalign,
implant dentistry, and oral sedation. He
focuses on oral surgery, root canal
treatment, and gum surgeries. Dr. Beigi,
too, is an FBI-trained forensic dentist.

MINI DENTAL IMPLANTS
Dr. Peyman Beigi is a pioneer in the field of MINI IMPLANTS
It’s possible to replace LOOSE dentures and MISSING teeth in just one visit!
MINI DENTAL IMPLANTS are a fast, affordable and permanent solutionto replace missing teeth or
stabilize dentures in just one visit, for half the cost (and size) of conventional implants!

New Patient Special

Teeth Whitening

Regularly priced at $437

Regularly priced at $599

Same day
dental service

Invisalign® Consultation

$125

$320

FREE

General & Cosmetic Family
Dentistry
• Same day dental services
• New patients welcome
• 0% APR financing
• Most insurance plans accepted
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Ashland Lions Club

Ashland Lions Meat
Raffles
Ashland Lions will continue
its tradition of meat raffles at
TJs Food and Spirits in Ashland.
There will be no raffle in December, but come join the fun on Saturday, January 7th 12-4pm. Early
bird tickets before 12:30pm. As
always there will be great food,
fun people and great meat to
choose from. See you there!

Golf Ball Drop winners
Thanks to everyone who
bought tickets to our annual
Golf Ball Drop held at the AHS
Pumpkin Fest! Proceeds were
split between Ashland Lions and
Ashland Firefighters Association,
both giving back to the community. Congrats to Kim Wales who
won the “closest to the pin” prize,
and Anthony Duca who won the
“farthest from the pin” prize.

Collection boxes are located at:

Welcome to our newest members, Lion Marie Kane and Lion
Stanley Jacobsen who were inducted into the club at our meeting on October 18th.

Ashland Post Office

Coats for Kids (and
Adults!)

Middlesex Bank – Ashland

Ashland Lions Club is partnering again with Anton’s Cleaners for the Coats for Kids and
Families Drive. We are collecting
warm winter coats for adults and
children. They will be cleaned
by Anton’s Cleaners and made
available to local nonprofits, social service agencies and schools
to ensure that the coats are given
to those who really need them,
free of charge.
Coats can be dropped off in
Ashland at Focus on Fitness, 290
Eliot St.; Ashland Fire Station, 70
Cedar St. and Cleaner’s Choice
and Tailor, 193 Main St.

Studio Optics – Framingham

Eyeglasses and Cellphone
Collection
Eyeglasses and Cellphone Collection
Eyeglasses and cellphone collection is a yearround project with collection of
used
prescription and nonprescription
eyeglasses,
sunglasses, hearing aids and cell
phones.

Ashland Senior Center
Old train station - Ashland
Moody Optical - Ashland
Fayville, MA Post Office
Southborough Senior Center
Southboro Post Office on Rt.85
TJ’s Food and Spirits – NEW
LOCATION
The Residence at Valley Farm –
NEW LOCATION

Stay up-to-date on Lions
happenings
To see the latest status of our
events, please visit our Ashland
Lions Facebook page. Click the
Like button and you will be automatically notified of changes or
cancellations. While you’re at it,
be sure to follow Ashland Town
News too!
Lion Dan Mitchell

OP
EN

If you haven’t bought your
Christmas tree yet, come see us!
The Lions Christmas Tree lot
is behind the Ashland VFW at
311 Pleasant Street in Ashland.
Please consider buying your fresh
Christmas tree from the Ashland
Lions this year and donate to a
great cause. Remember, Lions
give back 100% of fundraising to
eye research and the local community.

Welcome new members

N
OW

Christmas trees at the
VFW

Shiplap & Chandeliers is creating an experience for all shoppers –
focusing on handmade and unique gifts, refinished furniture, home
décor & accessories. With more than 50 vendors & small businesses
in 6,000 sq. ft. in the historic Winsmith Mill Market – Shiplap &
Chandeliers is more than a shopping venue, it’s a destination!

State Election Recap
The Town of Ashland’s Town
Clerk’s Office conducts election
according to the 2022 Votes Act.
Signed into law by Governor
Charlie Baker in late June, the
Votes Act expands voting opportunities.
The new regulations require
Town Clerk offices around the
state to provide vote-by mail applications and early voting opportunities in addition to hosting the
State Election on Tuesday, November 8th.
“The Votes Act certainly increased our job responsibilities
during a very busy time for us,
but I am very proud of our staff
members and volunteers for
helping the Ashland community
participate in the State Election,”
says Town Clerk, Cindy Livingstone.

The Town of Ashland mailed
out 5,105 ballots to 12, 246 registered voters. The clerk’s office
processed 3, 758 returned mailedin ballots. The clerk’s office also
saw 757 early voters who chose to
vote at Town Hall between October 22nd and November 4th.
“On Election Day, we had a
very busy day at the polls. I want
to thank the amazing volunteers
that helped make the day move
smoothly,” says Town Clerk,
Cindy Livingstone. She continues, “Also, this process cannot be
possible without the staff, here in
the Town Clerk’s office. Thank
you to Christopher Sullivan, Jean
Delouchry, Diane Hansen, and
Donna Shaw.”

expanded holiday hours!
Friday & Saturday 9 am to 6pm; Sundays 10am to 7pm

winsmith mill market • 61 Endicott St. - norwood

shipl ap-chandeliers.com
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Senior center events Ashland Library’s
Recurring Programs
Dec 6: 5:30-7 - DAET Community
Center - Community Book Read

- Lelias Aventura - Meet the author, an Ashland resident, Deborah Burke Henderson author
and Lelia Tenreyro-Viana, the
inspiration for her character, the
brave Leila.
Dec 8: Holiday Dinner 4:30-8

Sponsored by the Friends of the
Council on Aging. Dinner and
entertainment. Must sign up as
space is limited.

Dec 14: Human Services & Community Center Holiday Program
Distribution.
Dec 19 @ 12:00 Holiday lunch &
Ugly Sweater Contest

Children’s Room:

Dec 20 @ 11 Cookie Decorating
with Kids ages 2-6

Saturdays from 10am-3pm
Stop in anytime for a different
craft every Saturday!

Dec 26: Closed for Christmas /
Kwanza

From the Friends of
the Library

Mom’s Club - Little Crafters
*infants thru age 5

Crafty Saturdays

Read to a Dog:

Virtual - Environmental Book Club

Card Making with Jan
Poppendieck

Hybrid - Romance Book Club

Half-Past Crafts

Mystery Book Club

Great Decisions Discussion Group

Cookbook Club

Knitting:

Every Other Thursday @
6-7pm
(Hybrid) Lapsit for Infants and
Toddlers

Wednesdays @ 10:30-11am

PJ Story Time with Ryan *Ages 3
and Up

Donations of gently used
books will be accepted in the li-

VETERINARY CARE
for your companion

Our veterinarians
provide
personalized,
compassionate care
PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE, VACCINATIONS,
SPAY & NEUTER, EXAMS AND CONSULTATIONS,
PUPPY AND KITTEN CARE, SURGICAL CARE
Call us today to schedule an appointment!

FREE First Visit
for Dogs and Cats

Virtual - Friday Night Film
Discussion

“Knives and Machete”

Ashland Public Library, 66
Front St.

Saturday, Dec. 3 from 10 am to 4
pm, open to all

Coming soon…

Field Session - 1st Saturday of
the month @ 10am

Adults:

Friday Morning Storytime *PreK
and Up

Friday, Dec. 2, Member Preview
from 6 -8 pm (join at the door!)

Teen Room:

Nature Photography with Steve
McGrath

*For kids reading on their own
(walk-in, sign up for 15 minute increments):

Friends of the Ashland Public Library Big
2-Day Book Sale
brary parking lot from 10 am to
1 pm. Friendly elves will be available to assist.
Featuring loads of holiday
books for children and adults,
plus choose from hundreds of
original Asian Brush Paintings for
a most unique holiday gift!

Fourth Monday of the month
@ 10:15am

Other Adult Programs:

Fridays @ 11-11:30am

Tuesdays @ 6pm

YMCA Play, Learn, and Grow
Group *Ages 0 to 5

Every Tuesday at 11am

Book Clubs:

1st Tuesday @ 6:30pm

1st Thursday @ 6:30pm
2nd Wednesday @ 6:30pm
2nd Saturday @ 12pm

Bio/Memoir Book Club

3rd Wednesday @ 11am

Virtual - LGBTQ+ Book Club

4th Monday @ 7pm

Front Street Readers

4th Tuesday @ 6:30pm

2nd and 4th Friday @ 7pm

2nd Monday @ 6:30pm
3rd Wednesday @ 6:30pm
3rd Thursday @ 6:30pm
Mondays at 6pm
Saturdays at 2pm

ELL at the Hopkinton Library

In person – every other Thursday at 2pm
Virtual – every other Thursday at 2pm

Greater Ashland Lions Club
We wish you all a Merry
Christmas, A Happy Hanukkah
and a Happy Kwanza!
Once again, working with the
Ashland Lions Club and the Ashland Schools sponsored a Peace
Poster Contest and a Speech
Contest. The Peace Poster contest, which is for grades 3 through
5 saw 150 students create beautiful posters. The Speech Contest was for students in grades 10
through 12 and was the opportunity for them to practice their
speaking skills. The topic this year
was Environmental Crisis: Fact or
Fiction.
We are still collecting Coats
for children and adults. There are
drop-boxes in the lobby of Town
Hall and at Dunkin’ Donuts on

Memorial Drive (MBTA access
road off West Union St / Rte.135)
you can also contact Lion Deb
Connaughton (508.728.4912) for
pickup.
The club participated in the
Community Center’s Annual
Holiday Program. The club purchased Gift Cards that will be
given to the teen aged children.
Our Winter Wonderland
event will be once again, please
watch for more information.
We would like to Thank all
those that purchased our Christmas Wreaths and Swags. Monies
raised are donated to local charities and Massachusetts Lions Eye
Research (to fight preventable
blindness).

Do you have any used eyeglasses hanging around? We’ll
take them! Please bring them to
the Police Substation (located
next to Nick Pizza on Main
St.), Market Basket (Pond St. /
Rte.126), or the Town Hall on
Main Street.
Looking to get involved with
a fun, low-pressure group of service-oriented folks - that’s us! New
members are always welcome! If
you’d like to learn more about the
Lions and our club, please contact
Lion Alexis at cvarnie@hotmail.
com. Check us out on Face Book:
Greater Ashland Lions Club.
#weserve #kindnessmatters.
Submitted by Lion Rosalie
Porter, 2nd VP

Dogs 12 months or older,
cats 6 months or older

New clients only with this ad.
Expires 12/31/22

508-231-1223
300 Eliot Street, Ashland

www.thefamilypethospital.com

Medicine • Surgery • Exotics • Retail • Cat Friendly Certified
Doggie Daycare • Dog Training • Grooming • Medical Boarding

Looking to advertise your business?
Contact Susanne: 508-954-8148
sue@sodellconsult.com

Find us on Facebook | Ashland Town News
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Meet Santa and the Grinch at
Murphy’s Eats and Treats

Ashland’s New
Business Corner

The crew at Murphy’s Eats and Treats will be bringing
holiday cheer. The team at Murphy’s creates a winter wonderland by filling the lot with Christmas trees for sale, yummy
treats and a visit from Santa and the Grinch!

Metro Drawing Studio is a small-sized studio setting that offers
drawing instruction to teens and adults of all abilities. The teaching
philosophy takes its inspiration from 19th century European ateliers
with an emphasis on careful observation and sound draftsmanship.
Through a progressive sequence of chosen assignments, students will
learn and practice traditional drawing techniques in various media.
Ultimately, the training at Metro Drawing Studio is only a means to an
end. The goal is for students to acquire the knowledge and confidence
that will enable the full and effective expression of their own creativity.

Here is what you can expect…
Santa and the Grinch will be visiting on Friday, Dec. 2,
Santa from 5-7pm and the Grinch at 7pm. There will be
music, fried dough, homemade potato chips, cheesy fries, hot
chocolate and more for sale!
Murphy’s will open Monday through Friday from 4 to
8pm for tree sales only and will have hot chocolate and ice
cream! Regular schedule will be Saturday and Sunday, 10am
to 8pm.
On Sunday, Dec. 4, 8-10am Sensory Santa will be there
to accommodate any special needs children may have. There
will not be any music playing and
allows for kids to meet Santa
however they want, take pictures
and have some hot cocoa. The
team at Murphy’s offers this free
of charge.
Murphy’s Eats and Treats is located
at 16 Union St., Ashland.

Metro Drawing Studio
114 Metropolitan Avenue
Ashland, MA 01721
508-847-7879
metrodrawingstudio@outlook.com

our
Order Y
Holiday
ly
Pies Ear

Gaetano’s Bakery
Happy Holidays
Cakes | Pastries | Yogurt

412 Washington Street, Holliston

Follow Us! gaetanosfinecakes

Fatima Shrine Festival Of Lights
Our Lady of Fatima Festival
of Lights 2022 will be open Dec.
8 to 27.
Join Our Lady of Fatima
Shrine in Holliston for the traditional Christmas lights as
they prepare this Advent for the

Christmas season.
Hot chocolate, donuts, and
more will be available. The lights
are on from 5 to 9 PM every
night. The event is wheelchair
accessible, with a path that winds
throughout the exhibit.

Our Lady of Fatima Shrine is
located at 101 Summer St., Holliston. There is no charge for this
event.

774-233-0289

Gaetano Arria, Owner

www.guyscakes1.com

Hey Ladies ...
looking for wide shoes?
Women’s Fashion Shoes in
hard-to-find sizes
Sizes 6.5ww - 11ww, also 12m

Holiday Special
Trotters best selling Loafer

Now $49 !
Reg. $110

Mention or bring this ad

The Forgotten Foot
“It’s Worth the Trip!”
WE’VE MOVED!

1255 Worcester Road, Framingham
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun. 12 - 4 p.m.

508-879-3290
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Legislature Passes Bill to Protect Open Spaces
Bill codifies ‘no net loss’ policy into law for
conservation areas in Massachusetts
The Massachusetts Legislature
passed legislation that protects
open and public spaces throughout the Commonwealth and
ensures their conservation for future generations. This legislation,
known as the Public Land Preservation Act, permanently preserves and protects the amount
of land designated as open spaces
and prevents it from being used
for other purposes.
“As we work to mitigate the
effects of climate change we see
and feel every day, it’s important
that we do not allow the quality
and acreage of open lands in
Massachusetts to decrease,” said
Senate PresidentKaren E. Spilka
(D-Ashland). “Open lands protect against floods, reduce heat
from man-made roads and cities,
increase carbon capture from
plants and soils, protect our clean
drinking water, and provide residents with wonderful outdoor
recreational opportunities. I want
to thank all the conferees, espe-

cially Senator DiDomenico for
his leadership and Senator Eldridge for his years of attention
and perseverance in seeing this
legislation passed, as well as Senator Rodrigues for his review and
support.”
“I am thrilled that we have
reached an agreement on this bill
which will protect our public land
so our communities can have
parks, green spaces, and clean
water to enjoy throughout the
Commonwealth,” said Senator
Sal N. DiDomenico (D-Everett),
Chair of the Senate Committee
on Bills in the Third Reading.
“Protecting our public lands is so
critically important in our state
because they also help protect our
residents from the effects of climate change; our forests keep our
air clean, our trees cool down our
streets and communities, and our
wetlands mitigate the effects of
flooding and storms. I am grateful for Senate President Spilka’s
dedication to getting this import-

ant bill passed, Senator Eldridge
and Representative Balser for
their years of work on this issue,
and all the conference committee
members for their help getting
this bill over the finish line.”
“I am extremely proud that
an agreement has been reached
between the House and Senate
on the landmark Public Land
Preservation Act (PLPA), which
will strengthen the state’s commitment to ensuring that there is
no net loss of open space in the
Commonwealth,” saidSenator
Jamie Eldridge (D-Acton), Senate
Chair of the Joint Committee on
the Judiciary and the bill’s original
sponsor. “I’m grateful to Senate
President Spilka’s commitment to
passing this environmental legislation, the work of the conferees,
and the persistent advocacy by
conservation groups. I also want
to acknowledge the godfather of
PLPA, Phil Saunders, who dedicated his professional life to passing this bill.”
“With the passage of the Public Lands Preservation Act today,
our public lands and open spaces
will be preserved and protected
for current and future generations

to come,” said Senator Michael J.
Rodrigues (D-Westport), Chair of
the Senate Committee on Ways
and Means. “Thank you to Senate President Spilka for her leadership and thank you to Senator
Eldridge, Senator DiDomenico,
and others for their leadership on
this vital issue as well. Ensuring
the preservation of our most important public lands, farms, recreational areas, drinking water
supply lands, sensitive wildlife
habitats, forests, and other conservation and open space lands
is critical in our collective efforts
to adapt to and confront climate
change, while protecting the public health of our communities,
and passage of this legislation is a
testament to the Senate’s steadfast
commitment to protecting our
environment at all costs.”
Since its passage as a ballot initiative in 1972, Article 97 of the
Massachusetts Constitution has
recognized the importance of
public lands. Lands acquired for
conservation purposes under Article 97 have protected status, and
such lands’ sale or conversion to
other use must be approved by a
two-thirds vote of each branch of

the Legislature. Recognizing the
importance of maintaining public lands, the Legislature, working with the Administration, has
for many years ensured ‘no net
loss’ of open spaces by requiring
equivalent replacement land into
open space when disposing of Article 97 land.
The conference report passed
by the Legislature today codifies
a ‘no net loss’ policy into law,
making it legally binding. It ensures a public process takes place
when a public entity considers
disposing of Article 97 land and
that replacement land is located
nearby and of comparable acreage, fair market value, and natural resource value. The legislation
includes a provision that allows
for a cash payment in lieu of replacement land, provided that
the payment amount is no less
than 110 per cent of the value of
the land and the money is used
to purchase replacement land
within three years.
Having passed the Senate and
the House of Representatives, the
bill now goes before the Governor for his consideration.

Be a leader in
your Community ...
Sponsor your hometown news sources and receive
permanent placement on your chosen town site for
12 months! Tie in your corporate profile, company
branding and social media feed into one neat place
and reach your target audience with our local service
directory. We also include Sponsored Content and
Digital Advertising year round. No better way of
keeping your company branding top of mind
throughout the year!
For more package info and to reserve your spot,
please contact Susanne Odell Farber at 508-954-8148
or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com
Only 10 available per site! They will go quick!

localtownpages
Ashland | Franklin | Holliston | Hopedale | Medway/Millis | Natick | Norwood | Norfolk/Wrentham

Find us on Facebook | Ashland Town News
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Ashland Recent Home Sales
Date

Ashland

Amount

11/15/2022

22 Kathryn Drive

$825,000

11/15/2022

33 Spyglass Hill Drive

$407,000

11/10/2022

251 Trailside Way

$392,000

11/04/2022

310 America Blvd

$612,000

11/03/2022

115 Trailside Way

$370,000

11/02/2022

18 Metropolitan Avenue

$400,000

11/01/2022

35 Heritage Avenue

$959,000

10/31/2022

20 Brook Street

$580,000

10/31/2022

1 Tudor Lane

$551,000

10/28/2022

16 Riverview Drive

$606,000

10/27/2022

169 Concord Street

$397,000

10/27/2022

529,16 Treasure Way

$529,000

10/26/2022

26 Queen Isabella Way

$600,000

10/26/2022

387 America Blvd

$612,500

10/25/2022

77 Spyglass Hill Drive

$400,000

10/25/2022

77 Spyglass Hill Drive #D

$400,000

10/25/2022

13 Burnham Circle

$985,000

10/21/2022

33 Brimstone Way

$595,000

10/21/2022

12 Webster Road

$650,000

10/21/2022

79 Mountain Gate Road

$425,000

10/21/2022

225 Captain Eames Circle

$585,000

10/20/2022

26 Riverview Drive

$436,500

10/20/2022

4 Wesson Road

$480,000

10/20/2022

171 Leland Farm Road

$425,000

10/20/2022

30 Meeting House Path

$430,000

10/19/2022

8 Charles Street

$600,000

ASHLAND HOME IMPROVEMENT
• Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
• Basement Finished
• Window & Door Replacement
• Wood Flooring Installation & Refinishing
• Deck Replacement and Repair
• Siding - Roof
• Masonry – Walk Way & Patio
• Power Washing
• Painting • Carpentry

Detailed & Meticulous
Reasonable Rates

Call Mauricio

508.202.8602

FULLY INSURED

MA HIC.#169427

4 Wesson Road in Ashland recently sold for $480,000.
Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

Looking to
advertise in our
Real Estate Corner?
Contact
Susanne Odell Farber
at 508-954-8148
or by email at
sue@sodellconsult.com
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Valentine Property Update
The Town of Ashland moves
forward with renovating the
barn at the Valentine Estate
Property.
Driving past the Valentine
Estate Property on Route 135,
you will notice the construction
fence on the property.
Construction officially begins
on the Valentine Barn to completely restore the structure. The
goal of this project is to bring the
barn to usable condition. This is
a unique project as the scope of

the work is indicated by the current conditions of the barn.
Before the harsh winter
months set in, Mill City will secure the foundation before beginning a complete restoration.
This project is estimated to be
completed by the Spring of
2023.
This construction plan is a
new concept proposed by Mill
City. Initially, the Town of Ashland created a bid opportunity,
soliciting limited repairs to the

Print & Deliver
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roof and part of the foundation
of the Valentine Barn. When
Mill City was selected, further
investigation revealed the necessity to increase the scope of
the project. they reevaluated the
scope of the project and proposed a new plan to secure the
foundation and renovate.
Town Manager Michael Herbert and Building Commissioner
Doug Scott presented the recommendation to move forward
with the full renovation at the
Select Board Meeting on Sept.
21. The Board voted unanimously to approve Mill City’s
proposal, allowing the company
to begin working on the project.
There is a very detailed process to transform the barn. First,
Mill City will completely repair
the foundation, which will encompass the existing foundation
pieces in concrete, with the exterior section being poured below
the exterior grade. A new concrete floor will be poured into
the crawlspace along with new
footings for new column posts.
The heavily rotted back rear

corner of the barn will be rebuilt using new timbers.
This work to secure the structure is imperative to complete
before the harsh winter months
set in.
The barn’s future plans for
inside the barn include removing the horse stalls. One stall will
be put back into place to keep
the historic aesthetics of the
barn. Additionally, the rotted
floor joists will be replaced with
new timbers, and the entire first
floor will be replaced with new
lumber.
On the exterior, the roof will
be stripped, and approximately
30 rafters will be replaced. The
existing siding and trim will be
completely removed. Windows
that have been boarded up will
be replaced with new replica
windows. New siding and gutters will also be installed.
The entire exterior will be
stained, including the trim, with
a color selected by the Select
Board.
The funding for this project
totals an additional $578,000

from the original price point,
$345,000. $750,000 in ARPA
Funds and $120,000.00 in CPA
Funds (some of which has been
spent to clear the grounds) is set
aside for this project. The Town
Manager presented an article at
the November Town Meeting
adding money to fund the remainder of this project.
“It is a significant investment, but at this project plan’s
completion, the town will have
a functional barn that is safe
for the community to use,” said
Herbert.
He continued, “I also want
to thank our Building Commissioner, Doug Scott, who is a timber-frame expert, for sharing his
expertise and guidance in overseeing this project.
Those who have driven by
the property have seen the outdoor area transformed by the removal of invasive species, trash,
and brush. Michael credited a
number of volunteers, and specifically Carl Hakansson and
Robin Hicks for the many hours
of work on the property.

LOOKING FOR GREAT RESULTS FOR YOUR HOME?
SOLD

SOLD

43 Carriage House Path, Ashland
$660,000

3 Concord Court, Ashland
$670,000

SOLD

SOLD

265 Belknap Road, Framingham
$995,000

119 East Union St., Ashland
$795,000

Happy Holidays!

Call Kim for a no-obligation market analysis & home consultation.
(508) 808-1149

FoemmelFineHomes.com
Kim Foemmel

