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Upton Selectmen, EDC
Look to Revitalize
Downtown Revitalization
Officials say residents focusing on community center 

By Scott Calzolaio
On Jan. 10, the Upton Board 

of  Selectmen and the Economic 
Development Committee of  
Upton rekindled the conversa-
tion regarding the future use of  
two town-owned properties in 
downtown Upton: the Holy An-
gels Church and the Knowlton-
Risteen Building. 

According to town officials, the 
community is currently excited 
about the new community center 
opening in June, but the sentiment 
towards the other ongoing proj-
ects in the town has dwindled.

EDC Chairperson David Ross 
says, "People drive by the church 
and are saying, you know, ‘What’s 
happening here?’…There are still 
a lot of  questions still on how ex-
actly to proceed downtown." 

In 2019, the original vision for 
the church building's future in-
cluded a few acceptable ideas such 
as saving the church, making it a 
mixed-use lot, or creating afford-
able housing. However, no defini-
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Upton town officials say residents are excited about the new community 
center scheduled to open in June, but interest in the downtown revitaliza-
tion project has dwindled. Contributed Scott Calzolaio

Miscoe Hill Middle School
Students Collaborate to Create
Amusement Park Rides

MENDON – Superinten-
dent Maureen Cohen and 
Principal Jennifer Mannion 
proudly share that Miscoe 
Hill Middle School students 
created prototypes of  amuse-
ment park rides, in a hands-
on project to encourage 
literacy in automation and 
robotics.

Students worked in teams 
across 12 class periods under 
the supervision of  Technol-
ogy teacher Brittney Kahler, 
serving as architectural, com-
puter, electrical, or mechani-
cal engineers, or as project 
manager.

Students used their knowl-
edge of  VEX structure/
motion pieces, mechanisms, 
movement, and program-
ming to create a prototype 
ride. Team members col-
laborated on ride design and 
workflow, while also develop-
ing solutions to obstacles they 

encountered.
Automation and Robotics 

students also collaborated 
with students in Digital 
Media classes to create logos 
for the new rides, and flyers 
and tickets for the Grand 
Opening of  the Miscoe Hill 

Amusement Park on Dec. 
20. All sixth-graders at-
tended. 

Students developed rides 
including a pirate ship and a 

“Tower of Screams” -  From left, Neva Lilburn, Ben Duplessis, 
and Cecilia Taylor created the "Tower of Screams."
 Photo contributed by Mendon Upton Regional School District

Work with Your
Neighborhood Real Estate Agent

MELISSA REZEK
Resident of Mendon for over 17 years

CONTACT ME FOR A
COMPLIMENTARY MARKET ANALYSIS

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

HOPKINTON

508.523.9999   •   melissarezekrealty.com   •   MelissaRezek@remaxexec.com
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421 Pulaski Blvd, 
Bellingham, MA 02019
774-460-6084 Limited time offer; not valid with any other offers.

421 Pulaski Blv 
Bellingham, MA 02019
774-460-6084

375 Putnam Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
401-757-6872

10% OFF
MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE

MONEY-SAVING COUPON!

HOURS:HOURS:  
MON–SAT, MON–SAT, 

10AM–7PM; 10AM–7PM; 
SUNDAY, SUNDAY, 

11AM–4PM11AM–4PM

CURBSIDE PICKUP OR YOU CAN COME IN!
ReleafCenter1@gmail.com                   www.myCBDreleafcenter.com

Discounts Available forDiscounts Available for
Seniors & VeteransSeniors & Veterans

YOUR NEXT PURCHASE!

“CBD” stands for cannabidiol. It is a non-intoxicating 
cannabinoid found in cannabis. 

https://weedmaps.com/learn/dictionary/cbd

New Location! 
32 Hastings Street

Mendon, MA 

Visit Today!

508.533.6561
medwayoilpropane.com

HIGHLY  EFFICIENT
Home Heating • Grilling • Generators

Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens  
Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Patio Heating & Lighting

Call today to make your life better with propane!

POWERED BY PROPANEPOWERED BY PROPANE

HIGHLY  EFFICIENT

Mendon Historical Society Plans March Events 

Fuel Assistance Available 
If  you or someone you know 

needs help keeping warm this 
winter, please don’t wait, the 
Fuel Assistance program may 
help. This program helps to de-
fray the cost of  winter heating 
bills with applications being ac-
cepted through April 30. 

The Mendon Senior Center 
processes applications for Men-
don residents of  all ages under 

the administration of  SMOC 
(South Middlesex Opportunity 
Council). If  your gross household 
income falls within the limits you 
may qualify for fuel assistance 
and may also qualify for dis-
counts on electric and telephone 
bills. 

Call Janet Hubener, Out-
reach Coordinator at the 
Mendon Senior Center at 508-

478-6175 to request an instruc-
tion checklist and to make a 
free confidential appointment. 
Janet is also available to provide 
home visits to Mendon resi-
dents. Please note- anyone who 
is eligible for fuel assistance is 
automatically eligible to use the 
Mendon Food Pantry. Please 
contact the senior center with 
any questions.

February Updates 
from Mendon Town 
Clerk’s Office

Nomination papers for Men-
don’s Annual Town Election are 
available beginning Monday 
February 6 in the Town Clerk’s 
office. The deadline to return 
these papers to the Clerk’s office 
is March 28 at 5 p.m. Elections 
will be held for the following of-
fices: Select Board (2), Modera-
tor,  Board of  Assessors, Board 
of  Health (2), Housing Author-
ity, Parks Commission, Planning 
Board, Taft Library Trustee 
(2), Water Commission, and 
MURSD School Committee. 
Please call our office if  you have 
any questions about the process 
at 508-473-1085.

The Annual Town Election 
will be held on Tuesday May 16, 
2023 at the Miscoe Hill School.  
Vote by mail is available for this 
election and applications can 
be submitted anytime before 
the deadline of  Tuesday May 
9, 2023 at 5 p.m. Applications 
can be found online at https://
www.mendonma.gov/elections/
links/vote-by-mail-application 

or in the Town Clerk’s office. 
Completed applications can be 
mailed, emailed, or dropped 
off in the Clerk’s office or the 
Clerk’s drop box located near 
the lower town hall door.

The Clerk’s office continues 
to accept Annual Census Forms.  
Please return your forms as 
soon as possible. For your con-
venience, census forms can be 
mailed, emailed, or dropped off.  
A reminder that a completed 
2023 census form is required in 
order to qualify for the Senior 
Trash Discount.

The 2023 dog licensing pe-
riod has begun. All dogs ages 
6 months and older must be 
vaccinated against rabies and 
be licensed yearly by March 31.  
Please don’t delay. Late fees of  
$15 per dog will be assessed be-
ginning on April 1. Dog fees can 
be paid online at https://www.
mendonma.gov/home/pages/
online-payment-center or you 
can come down to the office to 
register your dog.

Celebrate Women’s His-
tory Month – March 4

Join us on Saturday, March 
4, at 2 p.m. as we celebrate 
Women’s History Month with 
a cinematic performance of  
World War Women: The Un-
sung Heroines of  WWII - fea-
turing Judith Kalaora founder 
and Artistic Director of  His-
tory at PlayTM. This program 
follows the unprecedented 
work of  heroines who risked 
everything. They organized 
resistance movements, blew up 
rail tracks, and flew dangerous 

missions in an effort to boost to 
the war effort. 

The event will take place 
in Goss Hall at the Unitarian 
Church located at 13 Maple 
Street, Mendon. This program 
is made possible through the 
generosity of  a grant from the 
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil Mendon Chapter. For more 
information visit mendonhis-
toricalsociety.org or by email 
mendonhistoricalsociety@
gmail.com.  

Mendon Antique Ap-
praisal Show – March 25

Dust off those relics and join 
us as we discover which items 
may be priceless and which 
might end up in your yard sale! 
On Saturday, March 25, the 
Mendon Historical Society 
will host it own Antique Ap-
praisal Show. The event will 
take place from noon to 3 p.m. 
at the Museum located at 15 
Hastings Street, Mendon. For 
details and to register for the 
event, please contact us at men-
donhistorical@gmail.com. Pre-
registration is recommended. 
Refreshments will be served.
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NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
300 FORTUNE BOULEVARD | MILFORD, MA 01757IMPERIAL TOYOTA

+SALE ENDS 02/28/2023. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PRICE INCLUDES ALL 
APPLICABLE REBATES AND INCENTIVES INCLUDING $1000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSIST. SEE US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT 
MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $399 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR 
PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED 
USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

*New 2023 Highlander XLE 2.4L FWD with MSRP: $43,643. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per 
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including customer cap-
italized cost reduction of $2,110 first month’s payment of $439, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and 
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess 
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# TM23-69. Offer ends 02/28/2023.

$43,143+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$439*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

10 HIGHLANDERs 
AVAILABLE

save $500

#TM23-69

Brand Spankin’ New  
2023 TOYOTA 

HIGHLANDER 
XLE - 2.4L FWD

• Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth  • 3rd Row Seats • Alloys

MSRP: 
$43,643

IMPERIAL TOYOTA  
is New England’s  

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS 
FAST & EASY PROCESS

$1,000 $1,000

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment  
     We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns  

     ‐ even if your lease is not from us.

CALL: 508-488-2382

AND WE WILL PAY YOU $1000 ON THE  
SPOT FOR TOYOTA LEASE RETURNS

*New 2023 Tacoma SR5 V6 Double Cab with MSRP: $38,268. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles 
per year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $459 per month for 36 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $1,890 
cash or trade down, first month’s payment of $459, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection fees 
are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, and 
$350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# PT105382. Offer ends 02/28/2023.

$37,768+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$459*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

8 TACOMAs 
AVAILABLE

save $500

#PT105382

Brand Spankin’ New  
2023 TOYOTA 

TACOMA SR5 
4x4 - 3.5L V6

• Double Cab • 16” Alloys • Lane Departure

MSRP: 
$38,268

ADULT PROGRAMS
Open Mondays into March

Would you like to see the li-
brary open more hours?  From 
February 6 through March 13 the 
Taft Public Library will be open 
on Mondays from 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. on a Trial-Only basis. Join us 
for a test run of  open days. Then, 
if  you’d like to see us continue to 
open more hours, show your sup-
port at the Mendon Town Meet-
ing on Friday, May 5 at 7 p.m. at 
the Miscoe Hill Middle School 
Auditorium.
View our Recently Com-
pleted 5-Year Strategic Plan

The Taft Public Library Stra-
tegic Planning Committee has 
finished its work on the Taft Stra-
tegic Plan for 2023-2028 and it 
can now be viewed on our website 
www.taftpubliclibrary.org. The 
library and the committee would 
like to thank everyone who pro-
vided feedback. The committee 
was comprised of  Library Direc-
tor Andrew Jenrich, Children’s 
Librarian Tara Windsor, Library 
Trustee Leesa Michael, Library 
Trustee Alison Chu, Charles 
Noel, Sue Ruggiero, Savannah 
Histen, Naomi Vogt, Mary Anne 
Moran, and Lauren Scott.
Upcoming Events:

To register for an event, click 
on the Library Event Calendar & 
Registration link at the top of  the 
library’s homepage www.taftpubli-
clibrary.org. 
Cooking with Chef  Rob Scott

Chef  Rob Scott returns with 
a whole new set of  cooking dem-
onstrations on Zoom! Rob joins 
us virtually from his kitchen on 
Long Island. All ages are welcome 

to participate. The recipes will be 
sent out before each class if  you 
want to cook alongside Chef  Rob! 
Sessions are at 7 p.m. The next 
sessions are:

March 28: Panzanella Salad 
with Vinaigrette Cod with San 
Marzano Tomatoes and Fennel 
with Toasted Ciabatta Bread. 
Please visit our website to register 
for any and all of  these sessions.

Adult Book Club
The Adult Book Club will 

meet on Monday, February 13 
at 7 p.m. to discuss The Memory 
Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards. 
Adult Book Clubs are held on the 
second Monday of  the month.  

For upcoming book clubs con-
tact the library at 508-473-3259 
to request copies of  the books or 
log in to your account from our 
website to request them through 
interlibrary loan. The next Adult 
Book Club books are as follows:

March: Blind Tiger by Sandra 
Brown

April: The Things They Carried 
by Tim O’Brien
Footnotes Nonfiction Book 
Club

The Footnotes Nonfiction 
Book Club will meet to discuss 
The Greater Journey: Americans in 
Paris by David McCullough on 
Thursday, February 23 downstairs 
in the library. If  you’d like to join 
us, stop at the downstairs circula-
tion desk or give the library a call 
at 508-473-3259 to request a copy 
of  the McCullough book. 

The Footnotes Nonfiction 
Book Club meets quarterly.  
Participants at the McCullough 
discussion will be discussing the 
reading list for the next year.

German Conversation Club
Are you looking for a place 

to practice what German you 
remember or to improve your vo-
cabulary? German Conversation 
Club is no pressure, just fun! Lead 
by Library Assistant (and Mendon 
resident) Monika Schmid, the 
group meets the last Monday of  
each month from 6 - 7 p.m. The 
next German Conversation Club 
will be on Monday, February 27 
at 6 p.m. Registration is required.  
To register, visit our website. 
Handcrafting Group

Let’s get crafty! Join us on 
the first and third Wednesday of  
every month at 2 p.m. downstairs 
in the library and get your craft 
on! Bring your own craft project, 
whatever it might be, to work 
on while you visit. Intended for 
adults. Crafts are not supplied.
Positive Parenting: Strate-
gies for Children of  All Ages 
with Meredith Daelhousen, 
LICSW

In this hybrid workshop par-
ents will:
• Find out what really matters to 
children and how to reconnect
• Learn effective ways to manage 
difficult, oppositional, and stress-
ful situations while maintaining 
your sense of  calm
• Use effective communication 
skills
• Learn active listening skills
• Learn to implement behavioral 
interventions that will get results
• Plan and schedule self-care ac-
tivities for the whole family.

Workshop is Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 15 at 7 p.m. downstairs in 
the library or via Zom.  To regis-
ter, visit our website.

Friends of  the Taft Public Li-
brary Meeting

The Friends of  the Library will 
meet on Tuesday, February 28 at 
7 p.m. downstairs in the library’s 
Art Holmes Community Room 
for their monthly board meeting. 
Board meetings are typically held 
on the last Tuesday of  the month 
at 7 p.m., unless it falls on a holi-
day or during a school vacation. 
All are welcome (and encouraged) 
to attend.  If  you plan on attend-
ing, it’s always a good idea to call 
the library at 508-473-3259 or 
email the Friends at friendsoftaftli-
brary@gmail.com to confirm the 
date and time of  the meeting. 

TAFT CHILDREN’S NEWS
Registration is required for all 

programs. Please log onto our 
website: www.taftpubliclibrary.org 
and find the events page to regis-
ter along with more information 
for the programs. 
Itty Bitty Story Time

Itty Bitty Story time is designed 
for our youngest patrons birth to 
3 years old. Join us for a lot of  fun 
on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Story & Craft Time

Join us for story and craft time! 
Perfect for the preschool-aged 
child! All sessions take place Tues-
day mornings at 10:30 a.m. 
Alphabet Storytime 

It’s all about the alphabet! 
Each week we will focus on a 
different letter. We will read a 
couple of  books, sing songs, and 
learn about the letter of  the week. 
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 
a.m.
Music & Movement with Deb 
Hudgins 

Miss Deb will join us on Tues-
day, February 28 at 10:30 a.m. 
for a fun-filled, musical morning. 
Registration is required and lim-
ited.  
Book Clubs

Registration is required for all 
book clubs. Books are available for 
pickup at the Children’s Circula-
tion desk. Pizza and refreshments 
will be served. Please let us know 
of  any dietary restrictions. 

8-12 Book Club- We will be 
reading: Charlie & the Chocolate Fac-
tory by Roald Dahl. The book club 
discussion will be held downstairs 
in the library on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 14 at 5 p.m.

Graphic Novel Book Club- 
This month we will be reading: 
Sherlock Bones and the Natural 
History Mystery by Renee Treml. 
Join us on Tuesday, February 28 
at 5 p.m to discuss this month's 
book picks. 
Coffee and Conversations & 
Puppet Storytime 

Dates: Wednesdays: 3/1, 4/5, 
5/3/23 Time: 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. 
Location: Taft Public Library, 29 
North Ave., Mendon 

Join us for an informal play-
time where families will be able 
to build social connections, learn 
about early childhood develop-
ment and family friendly re-
sources. Taft will supply Muffin 
House Muffins!

Please stay for the 10:30 a.m. 
Puppet Storytime. Join Newton 
& Friends of  Through Me to You 
Puppetry for songs & stories. At 
the end of  the 30-minute show, 
children can greet the puppets. 
Geared for children 2 to 5 years, 
but all are welcome.

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org
HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. CLOSED   •   TRIAL MONDAYS  Feb. 6 - Mar. 13 OPEN from 10 -4
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KITCHEN REMODELSKITCHEN REMODELS • DECKSDECKS • BATH REMODELSBATH REMODELS

JOHN GIULIANOJOHN GIULIANO
774-573-9811774-573-9811  Cubixx.john@gmail.comCubixx.john@gmail.com•

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE  •   LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

Giuliano Construction & RemodelingGiuliano Construction & Remodeling
NEW ENGLANDNEW ENGLAND REGLAZE REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com

Reg. Reg. $$399399
Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOWCALL US NOW
617-895-7771617-895-7771

NOWNOW  $$299.299.0000

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more

Mendon Senior Center Upcoming NewsMENDON

Mendon Cultural 
Council 2023 Grants 
Announced

Previous grant recipients 
The Mendon Cultural Council 
have granted include Miscoe 
Hill School, Daniel’s Farmstead 
Farmers Market /Music Series, 
and Blackstone Valley Com-
munity Chorus to name a few. 
A complete list of  recipients can 
be found below. 

The Mendon Cultural Coun-
cil is part of  a network of  329 
Local Cultural Councils serv-
ing all 351 cities and towns in 
the Commonwealth. The LCC 
Program is the largest grassroots 
cultural funding network in the 
nation, supporting thousands of  
community-based projects in the 
arts, sciences, and humanities 
every year. The state legislature 
provides an annual appropria-
tion to the Mass Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency, which then 
allocates funds to each com-
munity. 

Decisions about which ac-
tivities to support are made 
at the community level by 
a board of  municipally ap-

pointed volunteers. 
Grants Awarded For 2023 

are: Blackstone Valley Commu-
nity Chorus, BVT, Fantastical 
Folktales of  Flowers, Greater 
Milford Community Chorus, 
Reflection of  the 60’s Through 
the Music of  The Beatles, 
Magic Show by Scott Martell, 
Mendon Historical Society, The 
First Lady of  the World, Birch 
Alley Brass Christmas Concert, 
Claflin Hill Music, Daniels 
Farmstead Foundation.

The Mendon Cultural Coun-
cil will seek applications again in 
the fall. For guidelines and com-
plete information on the Men-
don Cultural Council, contact 
culturalcouncil@mendonma.
gov. Applications and more 
information about the Local 
Cultural Council Program are 
available online at www.mass-
culture.org.  

The Council is looking for 
new members to join. Please 
contact spetralia@mendonma.
gov for more information.

The following programs will be offered at the Mendon Se-
nior Center. To register, either stop by or call 508-478-1675. 
Space is limited for many programs.

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Education Programs
The Mendon Senior Center will be hosting the following two 

programs on Wednesday, February 22 from 1 - 2:15 p.m. The 
10 Warning Signs of  Alzheimer’s and Healthy Living for Your 
Brain & Body.  The first program will help you to recognize the 
commons signs of  the disease in yourself  and others and includes 
the next steps to take including how to talk to your doctor. The 
second focuses on lifestyle choices and how they impact the aging 
process. Learn about important research into diet and nutrition, 
exercise, cognitive activity, and social engagement.

 The Ukraine War and Vladimir Putin
This in-depth presentation by Henry Quinlan on Thurs-

day, March 2 at 10:30 a.m. at the Mendon Senior Center will 
review many facets of  this war including what you don’t know 
but should. He will discuss the consequences expected and unin-
tended. Mr. Quinlan has 35 years of  experience in dealing with 
the former Soviet Union and Russia including living in Moscow 
for five years. He will examine the origins of  the war, the status 
of  the war today, corruption in both countries, options for ending 
the war and a new world order emerging after the way—just to 
name a few topics. The program is sponsored by the Friends of  
Mendon Elders.

 My Life, My Health
Sign up today for My Life, My Health a six-week workshop 

sponsored by Tri-Valley, Inc. for individuals living with a Chronic 
disease or individuals who are caring for someone with a Chronic 
Disease. It is free and will be held Wednesdays March 15 – April 
26 (no class April 12) from 1 - 3:30 p.m. at the Mendon Senior 
Center. My Life My Health- the Stanford University Chronic 
Disease Self-Management Program is for anyone living with an 
on-gong medical condition like: Arthritis, Cancer, Chronic Back 
Pain, Asthma, COPD, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Diabetes, 
Fibromyalgia, High Blood Pressure, Heart Disease, Parkinson’s 
Disease, Stroke, and more. 

Scan this
QR CODE

to visit our
NEW

Facebook Page

FR  PRESS
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— could lead to an abrupt de-
parture from the workforce. But 
taking action while you’re still 
working may help you make the 
transition easier on yourself.

Your first move, of  course, 
should be to at least consider 
the possibility of  having to retire 
earlier than you planned. You 
can then move on to some con-
crete steps, possibly including 
the following. 

Build an emergency fund. Under 
any circumstances, it’s a good 
idea to build an emergency fund 
— but it’s especially important 
if  you want to prepare for an 
unforeseen retirement. Gener-
ally speaking, your emergency 
fund should contain three to 
six months’ worth of  living ex-
penses, with the money kept in 
a liquid, low-risk account. But 
if  you suspect an earlier-than-
anticipated retirement may be 
in your future, and you have 
some time to prepare for it, you 

should consider an emergency 
fund that contains a full year’s 
worth of  expenses. 

Consider your portfolio’s asset allo-
cation. If  you’re concerned about 
an unexpected retirement, you 
may want to consider the equi-
ties allocation in your portfolio. 
If  you think you may need to 
tap into your portfolio sooner 
than you expected, you may 
not want to be over-exposed to 
investments most vulnerable 
to market volatility. However, 
these are the same investments 
that offer you the most growth 
potential — which you’ll need 
to help stay ahead of  inflation. 
So, look for an investment bal-
ance that’s appropriate for your 
needs. As part of  this position-
ing, you may want to shift some 
assets into income-producing 
vehicles, while also adding to the 
“cash” portion of  your portfolio 
to boost your liquidity.   

Evaluate your Social Security op-

tions. An unplanned retirement 
may cause you to consider taking 
Social Security earlier than you 
had planned. You can start tak-
ing Social Security when you’re 
62, but your monthly benefits will 
be up to 30% lower than if  you 
had waited until your full retire-
ment age, which is likely between 
66 and 67. If  you have sufficient 
income through other sources, 
you may be able to delay taking 
Social Security until your checks 
will be bigger — but of  course, 
if  you need the money, waiting 
may not be an option.  

Address your health care needs. If  
you take an unplanned retire-
ment, and you have employer-
sponsored health insurance, 
you’ll have to look for alterna-
tives. You might be able to get 
extended coverage from your 
employer, but this could be 
quite expensive. Of  course, 
if  you’re already 65, you can 
get on Medicare, but if  you’re 

younger, you might be able to 
get coverage under your spouse’s 
plan. If  that’s not an option, you 
may want to explore one of  the 
health care exchanges created 
by the Affordable Care Act. 
To learn more about these ex-
changes, visit healthcare.gov. 

Taking an unexpected retire-
ment can certainly be challeng-
ing – but the more prepared you 
are, the better your outcomes 
are likely to be. 

If  you would like to discuss 
your personal situation with a 
financial advisor contact: 

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA 
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

Many people plan to take an 
early retirement, so when that 
day arrives, they’re ready for it. 
But what if  you were to face an 
unplanned retirement? Would 
you be prepared to deal with the 
financial issues?

It’s something worth think-
ing about, because any number 
of  factors — illness, a spouse’s 
illness, downsizing, other issues 

Can You Plan for an Unplanned Retirement?

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Any Room, Any 
Home, Anywhere

 In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.     
We provide energy-efficient heating and air-conditioning.

Consider installing a Mitsubishi Electric Ductless System! 
These systems provide year-round comfort and are up to 
40% more efficient than traditional systems. 

We offer 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save.

We are an Elite Diamond Contractor, offering the 12 &12 
Warranty Program, as we have reached the highest level 
of accreditation, training, and hands-on expertise. 

Call us for a free estimate 
508-473-6648

 www.boucherenergy.com

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATES

Crane Service Available
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals - Pruning - Stump Grinding - Cabling
Fully Insured - Workman’s Comp

OWNER: Steve Stratton 
508-366-7693 • 508-839-5961 • templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

ROBYN: 774-573-1336  •  SEAN: 774-696-6402
RobynandSeanSoldMyHouse.com

LOOKING TO ADVERTISE? 
Contact Susanne today at 508-954-8148  or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com

PLEASE RECYCLE ME!
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Our Partner in Education 

Ph.D. in Applied Behavior Analysis with  
Specialization in Autism Intervention Master’s Degree  
or Post Master’s BCBA Course Sequence 

Scan QR Code to apply!
Equal Opportunity Employer

JOIN OUR TEAMEvergreen Center
345 Fortune Boulevard
Milford, MA 01757
(508) 478-2631

BENEFITS
• Medical and Dental  • Retirement Plan with Company Contribution   

• Flexible Spending Plan  • Voluntary Benefits   
• Paid Holidays  • Leave Benefits (Sick, Personal, Vacation)

The Evergreen Center is a residential school supporting children  
and adolescents with autism and developmental challenges. 

Direct Care Positions 
Full-time & Part-timeAvailable!  

WE’RE HIRING! 
www.evergreenctr.org

EVERGREEN
CENTER

UPTON

By Matthew Bachtold, Library Director 
and Lee Ann Murphy, Children’s Librarian

Community Center
Progress

For the latest updates and 
photos of  the new community 
center at 9 Milford Street, 
future home of  the Upton Li-
brary and Upton Senior Cen-
ter, visit uptonlibrary.org.
Printing, scanning, faxing

Are available at Upton Town 
Library. We have a self-service 
machine, and staff assistance 
is always available. The first 
five pages per day are free of  
charge, additional pages are 10 
cents for b/w, 25 cents for color 
and 50 cents for faxing. Most 
phones can connect directly to 
our printer, and our desktop 
workstations can print anything 
that you’ve emailed to yourself.
Explore graphic novels!

Graphic novels are a literary 
form that combines images and 
pictures to create compelling 
stories. Modern graphic novels 
include everything from super-
hero collections and fantasy ad-
ventures to poignant memoirs 
and histories. Our collection 
is divided into three sections 
based on reading level, theme 

and type of  images, so readers 
of  all ages can find appropriate 
content.
Special Events

Our Winter Reading Chal-
lenge ends on February 25. 
Kids, tweens, and teens may 
return their completed chal-
lenge sheet to the circulation 
desk to receive their prize kit for 
a snowman craft. One prize per 
participant.
A Succulent Planting Party 
for tweens and teens ages 10-16 
will be held on February 22 
from 6 - 7 p.m. Participants 
will decorate two terracotta 
pots and plant a variety of  suc-
culents. This program requires 
registration on our Event Cal-
endar. Special thanks to dona-
tions from Petal and Crumb in 
Upton.
It’s Tinker Time!
On Saturday, February 25 from 
1 -2 p.m., kids ages 5-12 will 
have the chance to become 
engineers and tinker around 
at different building stations. 
Activities include homemade 
tinker toys, marshmallow and 
toothpick structures, and paper 
cup tower challenges. Par-
ticipants must register on our 
Event Calendar for this event.

LIBRARY EVENTS –
In Upton Town Hall

Music & Movement
Music & Movement with 

Deb Hudgins will take place 
February 7 and 21 from 10:30-
11 a.m. Join us for stories, songs, 
and fun. Best for ages 1-5. Par-
tial funding for this program is 
through a grant from Beginning 
Bridges CFCE in Uxbridge. Cur-
rently, this is a drop-in program.
Baby Storytime 

Baby Storytime is for ages birth 
to 3 and is every Friday at 10:30 
a.m. This is a 20-minute lapsit 
program featuring stories, songs, 
and nursery rhymes. For ages 0-3.
Preschool Storytime

Preschool Storytime is every 
Thursday at 10:30 a.m. and is 
for ages 3 to 5. This is a 30-min-
ute program, featuring longer 
stories, songs, rhymes, and crafts. 
Currently, storytimes are drop-in 
programs.  For ages 3-5.
Teen Group 

This group meets weekly 
every Tuesday from 3 - 4 p.m. 
and focuses on a new theme 
each month, sharing books, 
crafts, games, and more. For 
February, our theme will be fan-
tasy! This group is for tweens 

and teens ages 10-16. This is 
always a drop-in program.
Kids’ Book Club

Our book club members ex-
plore popular juvenile and pre-
teen titles on the first Wednesday 
of  each month. Join us March 
1 from 4 - 4:45 p.m., to discuss 
the graphic novel “Chef  Yas-
mina and the Potato Panic” by 
Wauter Mannaert. This group 
is for ages 8-12 and reads mostly 
middle grade titles. We welcome 
new members all year round! 
New members may contact 
Mrs. Murphy at lmurphy@cw-
mars.org.
Upton Reads Book Group – 
Town Hall

An eclectic mix of  contem-
porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tues-
day afternoon and Thursday 
evening of  each month. This 
group will meet in person at 
Upton Town Hall, with a Zoom 
remote option. Tues., Feb. 14 
at 12:45 p.m., and Thurs., Feb. 
16 at 6:45 p.m. : The Extraor-
dinary Life of  Sam Hell, by 
Robet Dugoni.

For more information or 
assistance with any library 
services, call 508-529-6272 or 
email mbachtol@cwmars.org

2023 Upton
Annual Town
Meeting &
Election Calendar
Annual Town Meeting
Thursday, May 4, 2023 - 7 p.m.
Annual Town Election
Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Last Day for Voter Registra-
tion for the Annual Town Meet-
ing and Election is Monday, 
April 24, 2023 –5 p.m. Town 
Clerks Office.

Nomination Papers for the 
annual town election will be 
available from the Town Clerk’s 
Office beginning Monday, 
February 6, 2023. The last day 
to obtain nomination papers 
is Friday, March 17, 2023 by 5 
p.m. Papers must be submitted 
to Registrars of  Voters for cer-
tification of  names on or before 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 
2023. After certification, papers 
must be filed with the Town 
Clerk on or before 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, April 4, 2023. Objec-
tions to and withdrawal of  nom-
inations must be filed with the 
Town Clerk on or before 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 6, 2023

Offices to appear on the May 
ballot are:
•  Moderator:

One for one (1) year
•  Board of  Selectman:

One for three (3) years 
•  Board of  Assessors of  Taxes:

One for three (3) years
One for one (1) year

•  Mendon Upton Regional  
   School District Committee:

One for three (3) years
•  Cemetery Commission:

One for three (3) years
One for one (1) year

•  Board of  Health:
One for three (3) years
One for one (1) year

•  Recreation Commission:
One for three (3) years

•  Trustees of  Public Library:
Three for three (3) years 
One for one (1) year

•  Planning Board:
One for five (5) years

•  Housing Authority:
One for two (2) years 
One for three (3) years

•  Finance Committee:
One for three (3) years 

•  Board of  Commissioners
    of  Trust Funds:

One for three (3) years 
•  Constable:

One for two (2) years

Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
2 Main Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org
HOURS:  Tues. - Thurs. 10-8   •   Fri. & Sat. 10-4   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED
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Let’s start NOW. Call us 
or visit deanbank.com  
to get started.

Member FDIC   Member DIF   NMLS#412095

deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088

You’re ready  
to take action.

Don’t delay your goals because of high interest rates.

NOW Loan Solutions combines our expert lending team 
and our customizable solutions to provide loans that 
make sense—and make things happen—NOW. Paying less 
interest on student debt. Making home improvements. 
Buying your dream home. You don’t have to wait.

And so are we. Introducing NOW  
Loan Solutions from Dean Bank. 

Colonial ChemDry’s new owner Michael Halliday with the powerhead 
star tool that sprays a cleaning agent and agitates it to extract dirt from 
carpets.

Experienced Employees Welcome Aboard
New Owner of Colonial ChemDry

When Michael Halliday de-
cided his next career step would 
be to run a business, he had two 
requirements: he wanted it to 
be in a Massachusetts town, and 
it had to serve the community. 
Originally from the western part 
of  the state, Halliday spent most 
of  his adult life in the south, first 
as a submariner in the Navy, 
and then as an engineer for the 
government, working on Navy 
projects. Returning north would 
put him near his family. Operat-
ing a business that served the 
community would be a natural 
extension of  what he saw as 
his role in the military, serving 
people.

Halliday settled on Colonial 
ChemDry, in part because of  its 
long presence in Upton; it’s lo-
cated at 152 Milford Street. “A 

offers full support to the staff. 
Mike makes sure to show his ap-
preciation and makes the work-
day enjoyable. He’s made many 
positive changes so far."

Customers also appreciate 
Colonial ChemDry’s high de-

gree of  expertise. “Most people 
who bring us in have used us 
before. They can’t believe the 

business like this one that’s been 
around for forty years is rooted 
in the community, and I wanted 
to build on that,” he said. Chem-
Dry is a franchise-based com-
pany known for using unique, 
specialized cleaning tools and 
patented agents to clean car-
pets in the home or busi-
ness with little water 
and leaving be-
hind minimal 
residue. That 
means rugs dry 
faster and stay 
clean longer.

“There’s been a 
lot to learn, but I’m enjoying it. 
The tinkering engineer in me 
likes maintaining the equip-
ment, too.” Halliday did a lot 
of  research and as part of  that, 
found it reassuring to learn the 
ingredients in the cleaners are 
safe for people, the rugs, and 
the environment. He explains 
this is possible with ChemDry 
because the equipment agitates 
the rug as part of  the process, 

and therefore doesn’t need 
strong chemicals the way other 
processes might.

Halliday adds, “I’m espe-
cially grateful such experienced 
technicians were already here. 
From them, I’ve picked up 
a lot.” Colonial ChemDry 

employees average over 
20 years at the 

company, hav-
ing received 
extensive train-
ing from the 

parent firm, and 
more importantly, 

invaluable experience 
working for clients. “Over the 
years, they’ve seen all kinds of  
problem spots and know what to 
do, plus they go the extra mile 
when needed. They’re proud 
of  the results they achieve, 
and I am too.” The employees 
have warmly welcomed him on 
board his new “ship.” Says Of-
fice Manager Stacy Boulanger, 
“Everyone here is very happy 
to be working under Mike. He CHEMDRY continued on page 8
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Recent Home Sales
Date Mendon Amount
01/24/2023 35 North Avenue $375,000
01/23/2023 37 Blackstone Street $410,000
01/23/2023 12 Talbott Farm Drive $800,000
01/20/2023 16 Brookview Lane $530,000
01/17/2023 29 Thornton Street $300,000
12/30/2022 29 Miscoe Road $682,500

Date Upton Amount
101/09/2023 115 Glen Avenue $674,999
12/29/2022 10 Grafton Road $725,000
12/23/2022 27 Sienna Circle #36 $669,500
12/23/2022 25 Sienna Circle #35 $718,03

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Local Town Pages

12 Talbott Farm Drive in Mendon recently sold for $800,000.
Photo credit www.zillow.com

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small

Bedrooms   |   Basements  
Bathrooms   |   Kitchens   

Decks, Patios, Yards   |   Garages 
Living Rooms   |   Dining Rooms

R Reliable       R Experienced      R Responsive 
R Professional       R Insured

LabofAllTrades.com   |   508-377-2137

kinds of  stains we can get 
out, especially pet odors. 
And people with allergies, 
such as dust mites, really like 
the results, too.” He is add-
ing some newer equipment 
for cleaning area rugs at a 
humidity- controlled room 
in his facility that will allow 
the company to complete 
the work in about a week 
rather than the few weeks as 
is needed now. The business 
focuses mostly on residential 
carpets and area rugs, but 
will also clean granite and 
wood and more, at homes as 
well as businesses.

While Colonial ChemDry 
travels to towns across the 
region, Halliday especially 
looks forward to working 
with more homes and busi-
nesses right in Upton, getting 
to know the neighbors. He’s 
also reaching out into the 
town, for example, by tak-
ing a company van to the 
Trunk or Treat event last 
fall. “I’d like our company to 
give back. When I was in the 
service, we’d help with the 
Special Olympics, and we 
built homes for people who 
needed them. I’d like to do 
more like that here in town 
as part of  our contribution to 
the community.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

CHEMDRY
continued from page 7

Gift Certificates Available
15 North Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

www.chamberlainpines.com
(508) 966-2187                        chamberlainpines@gmail.com
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Upton and Mendon 
Both Receive Nearly $6k 
in Fire Safety Grants

In January, the outgoing 
Baker-Polito administration an-
nounced that 266 municipal fire 
departments would receive $1.9 
million in grants to fund fire and 
life safety education for children 
and older adults, setting a new 
record for the Student Awareness 
of  Fire Education (S.A.F.E.) and 
Senior [citizen] SAFE programs. 
The previous record of  253 
communities was set in FY 2018.

Both the Upton Fire Depart-
ment and the Mendon Fire 
Department received a S.A.F.E. 
grant of  $3,781 for child educa-
tion, and a Senior SAFE grant 
of  $2,077 for educating senior 
citizens. 

“For more than 25 years, the 
S.A.F.E. grant program has pro-

vided hundreds of  thousands of  
Massachusetts students with fire 
and life safety lessons that last 
a lifetime,” said then-Governor 
Charlie Baker. “We are glad that 
this year’s awards will support 
consistent, statewide, profes-
sional safety education in a re-
cord number of  communities.”

The average number of  
children who die in fires an-
nually has dropped by nearly 
80% since the S.A.F.E. program 
began in FY 1996, and Mas-
sachusetts recently went nearly 
three years without losing a 
child to fire. The Senior SAFE 
program was launched in FY 
2014, funding fire safety edu-
cation for another vulnerable 
population – seniors, who face a 
disproportionate risk of  dying in 
a fire at home.

The S.A.F.E. and Senior 
SAFE grant programs are 
funded through legislative 
earmarks to the Executive 
Office of  the Public Safety 
& Security, and they are ad-
ministered by the Department 
of  Fire Services. A full list of  
recipient departments and their 
awards is attached. For more 
fire service grant opportunities, 
visit https://www.mass.gov/
info-details/grants-for-fire-
departments.
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Type III Funeral Director /Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Bryan Hong, M.D.    

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

Home Remedies for Simple Eye Problems
By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

Many eye problems need an 
ophthalmologist’s medical knowl-
edge. But there are eye problems 
that you can treat safely at home, 
as long as they are simple. Here 
are a few problems that can re-
spond to home treatment, with 
tried-and-true remedies.

Black eye
You can usually treat a black 

eye at home. But if  there are 
more serious symptoms of  black 
eye, see an ophthalmologist. 
These signs include: blurred/ 
double vision; blood in the eye; 
or an inability to move the eye.

To reduce swelling and ease 
pain the first day, apply an ice 
pack to the eye for 15 to 20 min-
utes at a time, once every hour. 
If  you don’t have an ice pack, 
use a bag of  frozen vegetables 
or ice cubes wrapped in cloth. 
The cloth protects your skin 
from freezing. Don’t put a raw 
steak or other raw meat on your 
eye. Despite what you’ve seen 
on television and in the movies, 
there’s no scientific basis for this. 
In fact, the bacteria in raw meat 
poses a high risk of  infection.

Pink eye (also known as
conjunctivitis)

A virus causes most cases 
of  pink eye. These cases don’t 
respond to antibiotics. Viral con-
junctivitis will disappear on its 
own. Have your ophthalmolo-
gist diagnose your particular 
case. Reduce the discomfort of  
conjunctivitis by applying cool 
compresses to the eye.

If  your conjunctivitis is bacte-
rial, follow your treatment plan. 
This usually involves antibiotic 
eye drops. In either case, you 
should take steps to reduce the 
chance of  passing the problem 
on to someone else. Conjuncti-
vitis is highly contagious. Follow 
these tips to prevent the spread: 

Don’t share towels, handker-
chiefs or cosmetics. Change pil-
lowcases frequently. Wash your 
hands often.

Eye allergy and seasonal
allergy

Just as you can get nasal 
allergies, you can get eye al-
lergies that leave your eye red, 
itchy and teary. Limiting your 
exposure to the source of  your 
allergy — whether it’s pollen, 
pets or mold — can help relieve 
symptoms. If  you can’t remove 
the source entirely, there are 
ways to reduce its effect with eye 
allergy treatments.

If  pollen bothers you: Don’t 
use a window fan, which can 
draw pollen into your house. 
Wear sunglasses when you go 
outside.

If  dust is the problem: Use al-
lergen-reducing covers for your 
bed. Use artificial tears, which 
temporarily wash allergens from 
your eyes. Use over-the-counter 
anti-allergy eye drops to lessen 
the symptoms.

Stye (also called hordeolum)
While a stye may look nasty, 

it’s usually harmless and goes 
away within a week. You can 
treat it at home by running a 
washcloth under warm water, 
wringing it out and placing it 
over your closed eye. When 
the washcloth cools, repeat the 
process several times, up to four 
times a day for at least a week. 
The heat will help unblock 
the pores in your eyelash area. 
Don’t wear eye makeup or your 
contact lenses while you have a 
stye. And don’t pop or squeeze 
the stye. Doing so can spread in-
fection to surrounding areas of  
your eye. Shampooing with tea 
tree shampoo can also help.

Eye strain
Many people have symptoms 

of  eye strain, because of  long 

hours of  computer use, reading 
and driving every day. In most 
cases, there are simple things 
you can do at home, work, and 
while driving to ease eye strain 
symptoms. These include: rest-
ing your eyes, using artificial 
tears, wearing computer glasses, 
and wearing sunglasses.

Bags under the Eyes
What we often call “bags 

under our eyes” is actually sag-
ging skin under the eyes. It is a 
common complaint, and one 
that often accompanies the 
aging process. As we grow older, 
tissues around the eye gradu-
ally weaken and sag. This loss 
of  skin tone allows fat to shift 
forward into the lower eyelids, 
making them look puffy and 
swollen. Fluid can also pool in 
this area and contribute to the 
puffy appearance.

Certain home remedies can 
help lessen or eliminate the 
puffiness of  under-eye bags and 
the appearance of  shadows. 
Wet a clean washcloth with 

cool water. Place the damp 
washcloth around your eyes for 
a few minutes, applying very 
gentle pressure. Do this while 
sitting upright. Make sure you 
get enough sleep. Sleep with 
your head raised slightly. Try to 
avoid drinking fluids before bed, 
and limit salt in your diet. That 
can help reduce fluid retention 
overnight that can lead to bags 
under your eyes. Quit smoking. 
Try using makeup concealer to 
cover shadows under your eyes. 

Use Common Sense for Your 
Eye Health

With any of  these conditions, 
see your ophthalmologist right 
away if  the symptoms worsen or 
don’t go away, or if  your vision 
is affected.

Some eye problems you 
should never treat on your own.

If  you experience any of  
these, you should seek medical 
attention right away: Blurriness. 
Double vision. Pain in your eye. 
Serious eye injuries.

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 

realizes you have choices when 
it comes to eye care.  We are 
different. We focus on excellent 
and advanced eye care and treat 
our patients as if  each and every 
one is family.  We are from the 
community, most of  us live in 
the community and our focus 
is to serve the community.  As 
with any medical problem, the 
sooner you seek medical help, 
the better the chances are of  a 
good outcome. We are available, 
in your backyard and proud to 
offer world class cataract surgery 
closer to home: Here in Milford! 
Our optical shop has its own 
dedicated lab and can cut and 
finish your glasses while you 
wait. We offer after-hours, same 
day emergency appointments 
and Saturday appointments.  
Eight providers dedicated to the 
best in eye medicine and sur-
gery. We are here to help.

For more details, see our ad 
below.

 Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is solely 
responsible for the content of  this article.
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Cosmetic & Family Dentistry 
Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

parkplacedentalma.com 
54 Hopedale St., Suite 8, Hopedale 

Additional location in Hopkinton – HopkintonDMD.com

John C. Park, DMD

508-473-6500 

Welcoming 

NEW 
Patients

u  Cleaning & Exams 
u	Fillings 
u	Invisalign® 
u	Teeth Whitening 
u	Bridges 
u	One-Day Crowns
u	Children Welcome UPTON HOME IMPROVEMENT

Detailed & Meticulous
Reasonable Rates 

Call Mauricio

508.202.8602 MA  HIC.#169427FULLY INSURED

• Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
• Basement Finished
• Window & Door Replacement
• Wood Flooring Installation & Refinishing
• Deck Replacement and Repair
• Siding - Roof 
• Masonry – Walk Way & Patio
• Power Washing
• Painting • Carpentry

CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.

Community Concert Band Recruiting New Members
No “anxiety-inducing” audition required
By Jane Lebak

A fixture of  the local music 
scene is reaching out to potential 
new members as it launches the 
2023 season.

John Crowley says, “We are 
the Southeastern Massachusetts 
Community Concert Band. 
Since 1976, we’ve been very 
active, performing eight to ten 
concerts a year.”

In 2022, the SMCCB per-
formed in Ashland, Medway, 
Franklin, Wrentham, Hopkin-
ton, Bellingham, Millis, and 
Attleboro.

The band consists of  wood-
winds, reeds, brass, and percus-
sion instruments.

“We’re all local musicians 
from the surrounding towns,” 
says Crowley, a percussionist. 
“Our members range in age 
from people in their twenties to 
people in their eighties. We have 

people who played in high school 
or college and then put the 
instrument away, and we have 
people on the other end who 
have been professional music 
educators for their career.”

Laura Logan plays tenor 
sax, and her husband Mitchell 
Schwartz plays trombone. She 
joined the band in 1990. Logan 
says, “This band is a wonderful, 
comfortable, safe and welcom-
ing place for musicians to come 
together to create music. I’ll play 
there until I can’t play anymore.”

The band plays a wide vari-
ety of  music. “Big band music, 
show tunes, patriotic music, 
a lot of  popular music, even 
soundtracks from movies,” says 
Crowley. “Every concert in the 
summer starts with The Star 
Spangled Banner, and ends with 
The Stars and Stripes.”

As a testimony to how much 

fun and community the band 
members have with one another, 
some of  the band’s founding 
members are still participating. 
“It’s an enthusiastic group,” 
Crowley says. “We have members 
who’ve been in it from day one.”

Their conductor for the past 
ten years is Bruce Houston, who 
has directed bands in the Mas-
sachusetts public schools for the 
past thirty-five years. He himself  
plays trombone professionally, 
and holds degrees from Syracuse 
University, Harvard University, 
and Southern Oregon University.

Crowley says of  Houston’s 
conducting, “Every rehearsal, 
it’s like two hours of  instruction. 
He’s familiar with everything.”

The band members are all 
volunteers. Crowley says, “We 
do it for the love of  music.” 
Moreover, all the concerts are 
free to the public. “We’re hired a 

lot by the towns to play in their 
summer concert series. We play 
in the gazebos and town squares, 
and we also do a fair amount of  
playing in senior centers.” This 
past December, the band gave 
three holiday concerts.

Band member Julie Samia has 
been playing flute and piccolo 
with the SMCCB since 1988. 
Samia says, “The SMCCB is 
special to me because it is a place 
where every musician is accepted 
regardless of  musical ability. 
There is no anxiety-inducing au-
dition process, and we don't deny 
anyone based on full sections. 
Members have a commitment to 
provide live, free, good-quality, 
wholesome entertainment at a 
time when so little of  that exists 
anymore.”

Crowley encourages anyone 
who has a clarinet (or a trumpet, 
or a saxophone, or a flute…) 
aging in the closet to consider 
dusting it off and reviving their 
musical skills. “I don’t want 
anyone to shy away from it just 
because they haven’t played in 
twenty years. The bulk of  us are 
people who played long ago and 
then decided they want to get 
back to it.”

Anyone on the fence about 

joining can call ahead and at-
tend a rehearsal as a test run.

Crowley says, “I love music. 
I think our audiences appreci-
ate hearing a large repertoire 
of  familiar tunes. They’re out 
there, stomping their feet, and 
everybody knows the tunes. 
It’s a shared experience for us 
performing it and for the people 
listening to it.”

Logan adds, “You can tell that 
people really enjoy live music. At 
one concert last summer, I no-
ticed a lot of  chair dancing. I’m 
also the announcer, so when I got 
up to announce the next piece, I 
said—clearly and dramatically—
‘The dance floor is open.’ And 
that’s all it took. Two women 
came up to dance. They didn’t 
even know each other. They 
started dancing, which encour-
aged other people to let loose 
and come up and dance. At the 
end of  the concert, they’d made 
new friends. Music does wonder-
ful things.”

Rehearsals take place on 
Monday nights at the Medway 
Community Church. For more 
information about performances 
or joining the band, call 508-
877-0635 or visit their website at 
https://smcws.org.
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Offering dignified service to 
those of all faiths in Upton, Mendon and 
the surrounding communities since 1902

45 Main Street, Upton, MA 01568
508-529-6992  •  uptonfunerals.com

David A. Pickering  •  Andrew D. Pickering 
Funeral Directors

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Service Work • Repairs • Boilers

Water Heaters • Remodeling
New Construction • Air Conditioning

Heat Pumps • Mini-Splits

Quality & Trust Since 1949

We provide 0% interest loans & rebates of
up to $10,000 through Mass Save

Fully licensed and insured

CONTACT US TODAY! 
508-875-3413

ShahoodPlumbing.com

PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING

Family Owned and Operated
for 3 Generations

Miscoe Hill Middle School
Students Create Original
Music Through Project
Based Learning 

SCHOOLS
Mendon-Upton Regional School District
School Building Highlights

Superintendent Maureen 
Cohen and Principal Jennifer 
Mannion proudly share that 
Miscoe Hill Middle School cre-
ated original musical scores as 
part of  a project focusing on 
music in advertising.

Michael Weber, a band 
teacher at Miscoe Hill Middle 
School, created the project 
with the purpose to engage his 
students in something that they 
experience daily, while also un-
derstanding the work behind it. 
The music students participated 
in their own “rock band” and 
learned the basics of  guitar, 
drums, bass, and piano in the 
process.

Weber then reached out to 
local businesses to take part in 
this endeavor. The Mendon Fire 
Department and Harshaw Pav-
ing in Uxbridge happily agreed 
to partner with his students.

First, the students evalu-
ated their own strengths and 
weaknesses before choosing an 
instrument to play as part of  
the band. Then, they composed 
music and executed a plan to 
refine their work throughout the 
project.

Weber supported the stu-
dents with ongoing coaching, 
but allowed them the freedom 
to develop their own creative vi-
sions and pathways.

“With this project, students 
were able to try out instruments 
and music-making while also 
simultaneously fostering team 
building and group activities,” 
said Weber. “This initiative was 
a huge success and aided in the 

confidence and community in-
volvement of  the students.”

This class follows the Dis-
trict’s commitment to Project 
Based Learning, an approach to 
teaching that highlights the use 
of  problem-solving and collabo-
ration in the design of  authen-
tic, real-life projects. Partnering 
with community members has 
created an avenue for students 
to bring their learning to life in 
meaningful ways.

“Project-based learning, 
at the heart, is about student 
agency,” Superintendent Cohen 
said. “By working hands-on and 
collaboratively, students not only 
develop a deeper connection 
with the topic, the iterative pro-
cess of  refinement, reflection, 
and partnering with community 
members brings authenticity 
into their learning as well.”

To see the students’ work for 
the Mendon Fire Department, 
visit https://bit.ly/3D2RNVk 
or our Facebook page @Free-
PressPapers. 

Nipmuc Regional High 
School

A news crew from WBZ 
CBS Boston stopped by 
Nipmuc Regional High on 
Thursday, Jan. 26 to talk to 
Mr. Gorman, and his students 
about their latest successes in 
rocketry.

Gorman and his team 
placed runner-up in an inter-
national competition and did 
some work alongside a rocket 
company.

Miscoe Middle School
Despite the lack of  snow, 

Ski Club has seen yet another 
successful season. Administra-
tors thank parent volunteers, as 
well as coordinator Sue Allen. 
Participants visited Wachusett 
Mountain every Friday for 
fresh air and great exercise. 
The season ended in January. 

Miscoe Student Council 
will host a Winter Carnival 
for grades 5 and 6 on Feb. 16. 
Student council members en-
courage their peers to come out 
for a night of  games, snacks, 
prizes, and fun. 

Term 2 Ended on Jan. 23, 
and grades were posted to Pow-
erSchool Jan. 31.

MCAS dates for the school 
year 2022-2023 are as follows: 
ELA will be April 6 and April 11 
for grades 5-8. Math will be May 
9 and May 11 for grades 5-8. 

Science MCAS will be May 
15 and May 18 for grades 5-8.  

Session 3 enrichments will 
start for Miscoe and will run 
from Feb. 6 through March 31. 
Classes such as cooking, baby-
sitting, chess and board games, 
model making, ancestry, after 
school sports, and Dungeons 
and Dragons will be offered.

Henry P. Clough Elementary 
For the next 10 weeks, Mo-

toko, a Japanese storyteller, 
is coming to be a writer-in-
residence to work with grade 
4 students. She started mid-
January and the students and 
teachers said they are so excited 

about the work they will be 
doing with her. This initiative is 
thanks to a Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council grant for $5,000. 

Clough is planning a fun 
family event on Valentine's 
Day where parents and guard-
ians are invited to “Breakfast 
With Books”. Before school on 
Feb. 14, the PTO will host a 
breakfast and families will be 
able to read together and enjoy 
breakfast.

Memorial Elementary
There is still more room 

in many of  the Memorial 
Elementary School Extra En-
richment courses. Topics range 
from Robotics and Legos to 
soccer and yoga. This session 
of  enrichment courses will 
run from Feb. 6 to March 31. 
Morning sessions will occur 
from 7:45 to 8:45 a.m. and 
afternoon sessions from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. Courses range 
in price starting at $60. More 
information and sign-up forms 
can be found on the school’s 
website under “News”.

Source: Mendon-Upton schools. 
Compiled by Scott Calzolaio for 
Upton & Mendon Free Press
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SCHOOLS

Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard 
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

Work with people you can trust: 
Nicole, Julie, Brian, Mike, Letty, Amy

Reliable Pet Sitting
Professional Dog, Cat and Horse Care at Your Home

 
CALL MAGGIE
508-769-9634

Dependable • Year-Round Service
Excellent References

35 Years Professional Experience

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

New England Steak & Seafood RestaurantNew England Steak & Seafood Restaurant

Come Celebrate
Valentine’s Day With Us!

OPEN 4 - 9 pm
REGULAR DINNER MENU SERVED 

OPEN
TUESDAY
FEB.14 

A 'Cool' New Adult Program at BVT
The HVAC&R Shop gets a facelift

Two students in the highly popular Heating, Ventilation, Air Condi-
tioning & Registration adult program at Blackstone Valley Vocational 
Regional School. The HVAC&R shop was recently renovated with a 
$225,000 state grant. Courtesy photo

UPTON – To keep pace 
with technological advance-
ments, the Blackstone Valley 
Vocational Regional School 
District enhances its vocational, 
academic, and community 
offerings with grants that 
strengthen its ability to serve 
its students and the greater 
community. With a $225,000 
FY22 Massachusetts Skills 
Capital Grant for equipment, 
the highly-popular Heating, 
Ventilation, Air Conditioning & 
Refrigeration (HVAC&R) shop 
has undergone an impressive 
renovation.

 The grant allowed the 
school to acquire and install 
industry-grade equipment like 
air purification systems, boilers, 
furnaces, building automation 
workstations, and line sets. The 
numerous upgrades increased 
the vocational-technical training 
for the day students and adult 
learners in the new HVAC&R 
Moonlight Program, as well 
as help increase the number 
of  skilled workers entering the 
trades.

 The shop renovation oc-
curred over the summer break 
with the help of  students, staff, 
retirees, and the facilities depart-
ment, which manages numerous 
preventative maintenance proj-
ects during that time frame. It 
was an impressive undertaking:

• All furniture and equip-
ment were removed from the 
shop.

• Ceiling, walls, and trim 
were cleaned and painted.

• Interior and exterior shop 
doors were replaced.

• Installation included a 
new epoxy floor, LED lighting, 
moveable wood workstations, a 
sink, student lockers, a heating/
AC unit, and standard safety 
signage.

The upgrades, such as clean-
ing, painting, and installing new 
industry-grade equipment and 
workstations, were completed 
with in-house resources. The vo-
cational instructors helped with 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, 
and painting projects. Addi-
tionally, HVAC&R Instructor 
Matthew LaJoie, had students 
Travis Cook and Robert Poirier 
working in the shop over the 
summer, as did Painting & De-

sign Instructor Tim Buono, who 
worked with students Maddison 
Moore and Emma Fiore.

 The District will make 
nearly a half-million dollars 
of  enhancements parlaying 
the grant from the state with a 
$200,000 match from its certi-
fied excess and deficiency fund 
with the added value of  student 
project designers and laborers 
to renovate without financially 
impacting local tax dollars or 
municipal assessment requests.

If  you’re ready to take that 
next step toward a new and 
exciting career, one of  our 
Moonlight Programs might be 
for you. For more information, 
visit www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
moonlightprograms. 

Roach makes Dean’s List
at Northeastern

Mendon resident Robert 
Roach was recognized for 
achieving Dean's List honors 
at Northeastern University 
Khoury College of  Computer 
Sciences for the fall 2022 se-
mester. Each student receives a 
letter of  recommendation and 
congratulations from their col-
lege dean.

Roach, who is a sophomore 

majoring in computer science, 
earned the distinction by car-
rying a full program of  at least 
four courses and a quality point 
average of  3.5 or greater out 
of  a possible 4.0 and no single 
grade lower than a C-minus 
during the course of  his college 
career. This is Roach’s third 
consecutive placement on the 
Dean’s list. Roach graduated 

from Nipmuc Regional High 
School in 2021.

About Northeastern Univer-
sity: Founded in 1898, North-
eastern is a top-tier, research 
university, grounded in expe-
riential learning. We integrate 
academic coursework with pro-
fessional work, research, service, 
and global learning opportuni-
ties in 128 countries.
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How you choose to connect with your money is 
personal. That’s why, at Charles River Bank, we offer 
powerful solutions — including online & mobile 
banking, mobile wallet, debit card control, and more — 
with every checking account. So you can manage your 
money how, when, and where you want!

Visit CharlesRiverBank.com  
to learn more about our accounts or to get started today.

Everything you 
need to manage 

your money.
Shop | Pay | Manage | Track
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138 S. Main Street, Milford, MA 01757
508-473-1207  •  milfordhardwood.com 

QUALITY FLOORING AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Elegant Hardwood • Luxury Vinyl Flooring
Hardwood Floor Refinishing • Since 1988

FREE Estimate Call 508-473-1207 or Visit our Showroom!

OBIT
John Robertson, Jr.

UPTON – John Robertson, 
Jr., died peacefully at his home 
in Upton on January 14, 2023, 
attended by his family and sur-
rounded by the forests, waterways 
and wildlife he and his wife faith-
fully stewarded for 60 years.

He was born on March 24, 
1928 in Norwood, MA, the son 
of  John Robertson of  Hawick, 
Scotland, and Helen (Metcalf) 
Robertson of  Norwood, MA. He 
is survived by his wife of  68 years, 
Cynthia (Tourtellot) Robertson; 
his son, John Robertson of  South 
Berwick, ME and his wife Nancy; 
his daughter Katherine Snow 
Robertson of  Upton and her 
former partner Bronislaus Kush 
of  Worcester; and his daughter 
Laurel Ruth Robertson and her 
husband, Brian Moriarty, also of  
Upton. His descendants include 
five grandchildren (Samuel, 
Thomas, Peter, Margaret and Cal-
lan) and three great-grandchildren 
(Mallory, Malcolm and Priscilla). 
His older sister, Jean Springer of  
Shelton, WA, also survives him.

John was raised in Norwood, 
MA and enlisted in the US Navy in 
1946. After receiving an honorable 
discharge, he enrolled at Northeast-
ern University, where he earned a 
BA in Chemical Engineering and a 
MA in Engineering Chemistry.  

John worked as a co-op at 
Dennison Manufacturing while 
still a student, and then embarked 
on a 46-year-long career in the 
abrasives industry. He worked at 
Norton Company in Worcester 
before accepting a position as 
Research Engineer at Bay State 
Abrasives. He retired from Bay 
State as Manager of  R&D after 
38 years with the company. John 
holds several patents, and his 
technical articles have appeared in 
numerous publications.

John and his family moved to 
Upton in 1963, where he was ac-
tive in community affairs for many 
decades, serving on the Finance 
Committee, School Commit-
tee and the Board of  Selectmen. 
He also served on the Board of  
Library Trustees for 25 years, per-
severing over four failed attempts 
to construct an updated facility. 
He was last elected to the Board in 
2021, and was a sitting member at 
the time of  his death. In 2021, he 
and Cynthia went door-to-door, 
personally encouraging Upton vot-
ers to fund a new state-of-the-art 
library/community center. The 
motion passed, and the nearly-
completed building is slated to 

open in spring of  2023.
He was a proud member of  

the American Legion Post #173, 
participating in numerous civic 
ceremonies over the years. A brick 
in honor of  his service in WWII 
is installed in the Veterans Me-
morial Walkway at the George 
Lincoln Wood VFW Post 5594 on 
Milford Street, Upton.

John was one of  Upton’s lead-
ing advocates for open-space 
protection. While on the Board of  
Selectmen, he actively supported 
the purchase of  a large tract of  
land on Peppercorn Hill for con-
servation purposes. He summed 
up his position by observing that 
“When it’s gone, it’s gone.”

In 2021, John and his wife sold 
the development rights to their 
40+ acres of  woodland property 
to the Town, ensuring that it will 
be preserved in its natural state 
and remain accessible to future 
generations. Today, approximately 
one-third of  Upton’s landscape is 
protected as open space.

While in his 40s, John decided 
to learn Russian, and became 
proficient in reading and speak-
ing the language. He played the 
bagpipes, collected stamps and 
minerals, and lovingly cared for 
the gardens, fruit trees and ani-
mals on the farm he and his wife 
maintained. He also wrote several 
books, including two on Upton’s 
history. He had just completed a 
third book about his childhood 
during the Great Depression, the 
war years and young adulthood.   

John Robertson was a man 
of  faith. He frequently cited the 
importance of  service and faith in 
speeches he gave at Town events.  

A Memorial Service followed 
by Military Honors, was held 
on Saturday, January 28, in the 
United Parish of  Upton. 

Donations in his memory can 
be made to: The Friends of  the 
Upton Library, PO Box 662, 
Upton MA 01568 or to the Meta-
comet Land Trust, P.O. Box 231, 
Franklin, MA  02038.

The Pickering & Son Upton Fu-
neral Home is honored to assist the 
Robertson Family with arrange-
ments.  www.UptonFunerals.com

The Sweetest Season is Here
Girl Scouts are out in 

full force selling their iconic 
cookies. This tradition dates 
back to 1917 when a troop in 
Oklahoma sold shortbread 
cookies as a fundraiser. Over 
the past one hundred plus 
years Girl Scouts have grown 
their fundraiser to expand 
from the original trefoil short-
bread cookie to more varieties 
and two national bakers to 
provide the cookies to all its 
Girl Scout troops across the 
country. Many of  you won-
der, what do they do with the 
money from all those cookie 
boxes? You see girls in grades 
K-12 selling them to friends 
and family, outside in parking 
lots in the cold and snow, and 
on forms posted at workplaces 
but how do Girl Scouts ben-
efit from those sales.

First of  all, profits are 
100% spent locally for pur-
poses of  programing, training, 
facilities, camping equipment, 
parade flags, town supply of  
snowshoes and many other 
necessary items for Girl 
Scouting activities. Secondly, 
troops use funds to go on trips 
that range from kindergar-
teners going to Build-a-Bear, 
to horseback riding, camp-
ing, whitewater rafting, high 
school trips to Montreal, 

philanthropic activities in the 
community,  whatever exciting 
things girls enjoy budgeting and 
planning for with their funds.

Just as important as raising 
funds is the experience. Girls 
learn valuable life skills of  speak-
ing to customers, financial plan-
ning, and money management. 
There are quite a few badges in 
financial literacy and business 
skills that girls can earn at each 
level from Daisies to Ambas-
sadors. This year Cadette troop 

30016 organized a cookie rally 
where the older girls set up 
games and activities for younger 
girls to play and practice their 
cookie skills and trivia. As stated 
by Ainsley Allen, “My favorite 
thing about the cookie rally was 
helping the younger kids and 
teaching them what I know 
about selling cookies.”

So when you see those Girl 
Scouts out and about, stop by to 
purchase or donate a box or two. 
Be sure to talk to the girls to see 
what exciting things they have 
planned. Visit www.gscwm.org 
to find a cookie booth near you. 
In case you are wondering, the 
national favorite is definitely thin 
mints! 
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SPORTS
Northbridge/Nipmuc Hockey in Line for States
By Chris Villani
Sports Writer

The Northbridge/Nipmuc 
hockey team finished up the first 
half  of  the season with seven 
wins and in a strong position to 
qualify for the state tournament. 

“We are in a good position 
from a power rankings stand-
out,” head coach Ryan Neville 
said following the first 11 games 
of  the campaign. “A lot of  
things are within our control 
over the second half  of  the sea-
son. I’m pleased with how the 
season has turned out.”

Neville was quick to credit 
his team’s resilience. North-
bridge has bounced back after 
losses and done well to follow 
up one victory with another 
in multiple spots this winter. 
On the ice, Neville praised his 
team’s balance.

“We get scoring up and 
down, not only from multiple 
players, but from multiple lines, 
so that has helped,” he said. 
“We also have really good de-
fensive zone coverage from the 
forward group.”

Nipmuc seniors Derek Consi-

gli and Patrick Schrafft have an-
chored a blue line that is skilled, 
albeit thin. 

“We are mostly rolling with 
four defenseman, so those guys 
are logging a ton of  minutes and 
doing really, really well,” Neville 
said. “The guys we have are 
experienced, they know what to 
expect. They can get the puck 
out of  the zone quickly, which 
helps us in transition.”

Junior Brett Flanders scored 
the most points for the Rams 
through the first 11 games with 
six goals and 13 assists on the 
team’s top line.

“He does a good job facilitat-
ing the puck,” Neville said. “He 
moves it around, gets it out of  
our end, and gets it on the stick 
of  his linemates.”

Nipmuc junior Joe Sullivan 
is tops on the team on goals and 
second in points. Neville de-
scribed him as a “shifty skater.”

“He can stick handle with 
the best of  them and he can put 
the puck away when he gets the 
chance,” the coach said.

Some young Nipmuc ath-
letes have also boosted North-

bridge this winter. Freshman 
Garrett Consigli is on the third 
line and has scored multiple 
times this year. Neville said 
Consigli has been able to play 
well on both the power play 
and the penalty kill. 

Northbridge’s ultimate goal 
is getting to the tournament, 
but Neville said he also wants 
to make sure his team is playing 
its best hockey at the most im-
portant time of  the season. The 
biggest bane for Northbridge has 
been penalties, so playing more 

disciplined hockey will be impor-
tant for the rest of  the campaign. 

The schedule down the 
stretch should also help North-
bridge be tested come tourney 
time.

“We have nine games to 
finish the season against really 
tough opponents, that should 
prepare us for what we will face 
in the tournament,” Neville 
said. “We are looking forward to 
putting in the work and making 
every moment count over the 
next several weeks.”

AMUSEMENT
continued from page 1

“swing around” with a winter 
blizzard theme.

The amusement park 
project used Project Lead the 
Way curriculum in Automa-
tion and Robotics, which uses 
hands-on projects to empower 
students and develop lifelong, 
real-world skills. The project 
also aligns with the District’s 
Portrait of  a Learner, en-
couraging development as a 
Skillful Collaborator, Solution 
Seeker, Mindful Learner, and 
Inspired Innovator.

“These students devel-
oped great projects. They 
also acquired confidence that 
they can use the skills they 
acquired to create, build, and 
problem-solve, which will ben-
efit them throughout life and 
their careers,” Superintendent 
Cohen said. “Congratulations 
to all the students, and to Ms. 
Kahler for her expertise in as-
sisting students.”

Videos of  the projects 
may be viewed on Brittney 
Kahler's Twitter feed @
bkahler5174

The Northbridge/Nipmuc hockey team, including junior Brett Flanders 
(above), is in a strong position to qualify for the state tournament. 
Courtesy photo

localtownpages

Coming April 2023
Reservation deadline: 

March 8, 2023

Reach thousands of local  
readers focused on enhancing 

their indoor & outdoor 
living spaces when you 

 advertise in our Spring Home 
Improvement & Garden Guide. 

Spring Home 
& Garden

Reserve your space today by contacting  
Susanne Odell Farber at 508-954-8148  

or by email at  
sue@sodellconsult.com
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REACH MORE THAN 169,000 HOMES WITH OUR 2023
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SPORTS

Attention 

Skiers!

Call to schedule an appointment today:

508-544-1540
1 Lumber Street, Suite 201, Hopkinton

196 E. Main Street, Milford (in The Gym)
15 West Union Street, Ashland
www.platinumptma.com

Looking for rehab with 
professionals who understand 

the movement demands 
of your sport? 

Let us help you get back  
to the sport you love sooner!

15 West Union Street, Ashland
1 Lumber Street, Suite 201, Hopkinton

196 E. Main Street, Milford (in The Gym)
www.platinumptma.com

Call to schedule an appointment today:

508-881-6750 

When the right coverage counts 
you can count on our 

LOCAL, PERSONAL & KNOWLEDGEABLE 
staff to take care of your 

Home • Auto • Business • Life 

* nsen 
heehan 

Insurance Agency 

711�1
� J4Jright 

Insurance Agency 

6 Congress St, Milford • 54 Central St, Holliston 

BVT Hockey Playing Under Own Colors for 1st Time
By Chris Villani
Sports Writer

After more than 20 seasons 
of  participating in a co-op boys’ 
ice hockey program with Graf-
ton, Blackstone Valley Tech has 
its own team this winter for the 
first time. The Beavers knew 
they could generate enough in-
terest to field a varsity team, but 
with nearly 40 athletes trying 
out, were able to field a JV pro-
gram as well.

“The kids have embraced 
it,” varsity head coach Turk 
Chambless said. “They have 
really enjoyed the fact that they 
are playing for their school.”

Chambless said Valley Tech 
athletic director Mike Dense ex-
plored the possibility of  starting 
a new program during the off-
season. After discussing it with 
the principal and the superin-
tendent, the decision was made 
to raise the funds needed to have 
a program that is just for BVT.

Despite being a first-year 
program, the Beavers have held 
their own on the ice through the 
first half  of  the season. BVT 
posted a .500 record and every 
game has been competitive, 
Chambless said. 

“That’s all I asked for at the 
beginning of  the season, to have 
the kids buy into it,” he said. 

“There is not one game where 
I look back and say that we did 
not compete.”

Senior captain Lukas Petone 
is the team’s top point scorer 
and one of  the primary drivers 
of  the offense. Fellow captain 
Nick Laflamme led the team in 
goals through the first half  of  
the year. Junior Joseph Manzi 
has excelled and shown his ver-
satility on the ice.

“He is a great kid, he works 
very hard and I have moved 
him back and forth from play-

ing defense to playing forward 
just to shake things up a little bit 
and he’s been playing great,” 
Chambless said.

Colin Chambless and 
Thomas Liddy are two more 
captains and leaders for the Bea-
vers this winter and have added 
depth on both ends of  the ice. 

After an encouraging start, 
Chambless said the goal for his 
team is to remain competitive 
heading down the stretch, with 
the ultimate goal of  making it to 
the state tournament in the pro-

gram’s first season.
“A lot of  these kids have 

never played varsity hockey 
before, so we want to be playing 
our best hockey at the end,” the 
coach said. 

If  Valley Tech is in the tour-
nament, Chambless wants to 
make sure his team is a “tough 
out.” The first half  of  the year 
gives him confidence that his 
will be a difficult squad to match 
up with come playoff time.

“We know we can compete 
with anybody,” he said.

Blackstone Valley Tech has its own hockey team this winter for the first time. Courtesy photo

DOWNTOWN
continued from page 1

tive choices were made.
Ross stated that the "blank 

canvas" approach is not 
working and suggested the 
EDC discuss the possibility 
of  hiring a consultant to de-
termine what the community 
truly needs. 

"We’ve gone down this 
road as far as we can,” he 
said. “and it’s time to pivot 
now and potentially look at 
saying it might be the town’s 
responsibility to find a use 
for, or rehab at least one of  
these properties."

The joint discussion also 
touched upon the possibility 
of  selling the lots to a private 
bidder and the issue of  park-
ing in the downtown area. 

While there are high 
sentiments towards preserv-
ing the church building, its 
purpose would still be up for 
question.

No decisions were made 
during the meeting but 
committee member Eugene 
Bernat stated his belief  that 
re-engaging the community 
on the possibilities could be 
vital to the success of  the 
projects.

"We really strongly believe 
that we need to re-engage 
the public,” Bernat said. “I 
think we do need the sup-
port of  the community no 
matter what we do. And I’m 
not sure that, without some 
sort of  very focused visioning 
process, we can get that sup-
port."

The future of  the Holy 
Angels Church and the 
Knowlton-Risteen Build-
ing remains uncertain as 
the community continues to 
weigh its options. 

The EDC hopes to re-
engage the public and gather 
input on potential uses for 
the properties, keeping all 
setbacks in mind.

LOOKING TO
ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS?

Contact
Susanne

508-954-8148
sue@sodellconsult.com
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8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756 // 154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
 FIVE DEALERSHIPS // EIGHT BRANDS

WE ARE  STOCKED TO THE GILLS  WITH HUNDREDS OF ONE OWNER, 
LATE MODEL VEHICLES - MANY WITH FACTORY WARRANTIES!

MILLION DOLLAR
OVER 

$75 MILLION 
DOLLARS 

IN INVENTORY

NEARLY 
$10 MILLION 

  DOLLARS 
  IN DISCOUNTS

OVER 

2,000 VEHICLES 
DISCOUNTED 

FOR THIS EVENT
DISCOUNTS UP TO $15,000 or AS MUCH AS 30% OFF!

#122-773A • 4X4, ALLOYS, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2016 JEEP 
RENEGADE

$18,677
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,165

As low  
as  

$56/wk
#TP1542 • LIMITED TRIM, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$53,605

As low  
as  

$119/wk

#H22523A • ALLOYS, AWD, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,220

As low  
as  

$57/wk

#TP1890 • ALLOYS, THIRD ROW SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 TOYOTA  
SIENNA LE

$30,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$49,725

As low  
as  

$99/wk

#43978L • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LS

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$81/wk

#D12643L • 18” ALLOYS, AWD, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 DODGE  
DURANGO SXT

$33,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$48,595

As low  
as  

$108/wk

#P15249LGG • NAV, MOONROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 FORD  
F-150 XLT 4x4

$41,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$50,950

As low  
as  

$136/wk

#ST0432A • LANE DEPARTURE, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 TOYOTA  
CAMRY LE

$26,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$85/wk

#H03188 • XLT, TURBO, LEATHER
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$30,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$42,765

As low  
as  

$99/wk

#43900R • LTD TRIM, 2.7L TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$41,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$138/wk

2020 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE OWNER  

VEHICLES
635 One Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#H03167 • AWD, APPLE CARPLAY
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 GMC 
ACADIA SLE

$27,677
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$37,865

As low  
as  

$87/wk
#P14966A • ALLOYS, 4X4, CREWMAX

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$47,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,970

#H03468 • AWD, SPORT TRIM, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SUV

$27,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$88/wk
#D12650L • LATITUDE LUX, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$30,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,400

As low  
as  

$99/wk
#H03562 • 29/37 CITY/HIGHWAY MPG

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$17,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$26,100

As low  
as  

$48/wk
#43741 • AWD, LT TRIM, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,995

As low  
as  

$92/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA SR5

2020 CHEVY  
TRAVERSE

As low  
as  

$159/wk

2019 NISSAN  
SENTRA SV

2015 HONDA  
PILOT EX-L 

2022 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2021 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#D12828 • UNLIMITED SPORT, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$39,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$113/wk

#H03331 • LEATHER, NAV, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$50,995

As low  
as  

$120/wk

#22-004B • NAV, LEATHER, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$30,677

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,235

As low  
as  

$98/wk

2022 HYUNDAI  
KONA N SUV

2022 GENESIS  
G70 2.0T SEDAN

2021 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#D12700L • AWD, SUNROOF, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 ALFA ROMEO 
GIULIA TI

$33,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$54,865

As low  
as  

$110/wk
#H03231 • 19” ALLOYS, 4MATIC AWD

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$49,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$64,670

#P15348GG • WILDTRAK TRIM, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

$64,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$76,425

As low  
as  

$219/wk
#43553B • SUNROOF, NAV, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 TESLA  
MODEL 3 AWD

$38,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$58,990

As low  
as  

$127/wk
#43786A • TURBO, ALLOYS, LEATHER

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$46,100

As low  
as  

$101/wk
#H03417 • AWD, 2.5T LIMITED TRIM

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,395

As low  
as  

$120/wk

2021 MERCEDES  
GLC 300

As low  
as  

$166/wk

2019 SUBARU  
WRX STi

#H03344 • PREMIUM TRIM, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$17,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$33,440

As low  
as  

$53/wk

2016 BUICK  
CASCADA

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

because we 

have more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2022 HYUNDAI  
SANTA CRUZ

SALE ENDS 02/28          /23. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM


