
his own syrup. “I started off 
knowing nothing about it, 
and studied up. Given my 
engineering background, I 
also like exploring various 

production methods.” 
Gomersall progressed 

Vol. 1 No. 3 Free to Every Home and Business Every Month Mar. 9 - April 12, 2023

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

PERMIT NO. 142
SPRINGFIELD, MA

Postal Customer 
Local

Upton & Mendon
FR  PRESS

MAPLE SYRUP 
continued on page 8 BRADISH 

continued on page 11

Quissett Hill Farm’s John Gomersall boils sap and measures 
its sugar content, which must be between 67 percent and 68 
percent to avoid spoilage or crystallization.  Courtesy photo

Hops & Homes
HOME BUYERS SEMINAR

Hosted By ...

Tues., March 14, 6–8pm
Rushford & Sons Brewhouse, Upton

Save your space today and be
entered to WIN a Yeti Cooler!

RSVP by March 13
ROBYN: 774-573-1336
SEAN: 774-696-6402

RobynandSeanSoldMyHouse.com

Work with Your
Neighborhood Real Estate Agent

MELISSA REZEK
Resident of Mendon for over 17 years

CONTACT ME FOR A
COMPLIMENTARY MARKET ANALYSIS

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

HOPKINTON

508.523.9999  •  melissarezekrealty.com  •  MelissaRezek@remaxexec.com

Fearless and Fiery:
Upton’s Polly Bradish,
a Renowned Abolitionist
Her house still stands on N. Main St.,
was stop on Underground Railroad
By Linda Chuss

Despite rebuffs from fellow 
residents and legal risks, Upton’s 
Polly Dean Bradish (1797-1876) 
was a passionate anti-slavery 
advocate known throughout the 
region.

She was born Polly Dean to a 
farming family in 1797 and was 
said to have been trained for fu-
ture domestic life. In 1819, at age 
22, she married blacksmith Har-
vey Bradish.

In 1826, they built their first 
home at 15 Main St. (which is no 
longer there) and in 1844, built 
their second home at 10 North 
Main Street, said to be the largest 
in town, which is still standing. 
That Bradish house served as 
a station on the “Underground 
Railroad” and hundreds of  fugi-
tives, who were escaping slavery in 
the south, were reported to have 

stopped there for a meal or a night 
as they made their way to Canada.

Women's History Month

Portrait of Polly Dean Bradish, 
renowned Upton abolitionist, early 
19th century, by Porter and Doyle, 
in the Bowdoin College Museum of 
Art. Photo public domain

Real Maple Syrup Being Made
Through March in Massachusetts
Quissett Hill Farm in Mendon is one of several local harvesters
By Linda Chuss

Many people have never 
tasted authentic maple 
syrup, instead using flavored 
corn syrup to top off their 
pancakes and waffles. That 
was true for John Gomer-
sall, who now not only uses 
maple syrup with everything 
from coffee to ham, but also 
produces the “liquid gold” at 
Quissett Hill Farm in Men-
don, and sells it throughout 
the region. 

People who have used 
both types of  syrup often find 
maple has a far richer taste.

In 2014, Gomersall 
moved to the farm which is 
located at 58 Quissett Road 
and dates to 1815. At that 
time, it was not set up for 
maple sugaring. 

“We wanted to raise al-
pacas at a historic property,” 
he shares. Pondering the 
hundreds of  maple trees, his 
interest turned to making 

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 
5 DEALERSHIPS | EIGHT BRANDS | BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND 

 
8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (RTE. 16) MENDON, MA | 154 EAST MAIN STREET (RTE. 16) MILFORD, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA

Discounts up to $15,000 
or as much as 30% off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 
CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!
DOUBLE YOUR TAX 

REFUND! 
UP TO A TOTAL OF $3,000*

AS PART OF OUR MILLION DOLLAR SAVINGS EVENT, IMPERIAL WILL PUT $1,500 DOWN

$3,000
WE’LL MAKE IT A

*IMPERIAL WILL MATCH DOWN PAYMENT UP TO $1,500 IN THE FORM OF A DISCOUNT OFF OF THE FULL RETAIL PRICE FOR A TOTAL VALUE OF UP TO $3,000. NOT COMBINABLE WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS, PROMOTIONS OR INCENTIVES INCLUDING 
SPECIAL INTERNET PRICING AND HAS NO CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES. NOT ALL VEHICLES WILL QUALIFY. MUST PAY IN FULL AND TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY. MUST USE DEALER SOURCED FINANCING. ENDS 03/31/23.

VALUE

the 
value 

of
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NOW
REGISTERING

for 2023-2024
School Year

PRESCHOOL - 2 or 3 DAY OPTION
Children 2 years 9 months by Sept. 1

PRE-K - 5 DAY PROGRAM
Children 4 years by Sept. 1

ALL PROGRAMS 9 am – 12:30 pm

UPELC is an Official School Bus Stop
for Memorial Students

CONTACT ME FOR A PERSONAL TOUR
Angela Simonds, Director

508.529.6382  •  unitedparishschool@gmail.com
unitedparishelc.org  •  1 Church Street, Upton

EARLY MORNING
DROP OFF

Monday thru Friday
7- 9 am

Open to all
Memorial Elementary

Students

AFTER SCHOOL
CARE

Monday thru Friday
3:15 - 6 pm

Open to Memorial
Elementary

Students up to
4th Grade

Taft Public Library Calendar of Events
29 North Avenue, Mendon   •   508-473-3259   •   TaftPublicLibrary.org
HOURS:  Tues. & Wed. 10-7   •   Thurs. 3-7   •   Fri. 12-5   •   Sat. 9-12   •   Sun. CLOSED   •   TRIAL MONDAYS  Feb. 6 - Mar. 13 OPEN from 10 -4

ADULT PROGRAMS
March Mondays

Would you like to see the 
library open more hours? From 
now through March 13 the Taft 
Public Library will be open on 
Mondays from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
on a TRIAL-ONLY basis. Join 
us for a test run of  open days. 
Then, if  you’d like to see us con-
tinue to open more hours, show 
your support at the Mendon 
Town Meeting on Friday, May 
5 at 7 p.m. at the Miscoe Hill 
Middle School Auditorium.
View our Recently Com-
pleted 5-Year Strategic Plan

The Taft Public Library 
Strategic Planning Committee 
has finished its work on the Taft 
Strategic Plan for 2023-2028 
and it can now be viewed on our 
website www.taftpubliclibrary.
org. It’s the culmination of  a 
year-long effort to meet with 
staff, patrons, and local organi-
zations to find out what they like 
about the library and what they 
see as the unique challenges and 
opportunities for growth at the 

library over the next five years.  
The library and the committee 
would like to thank everyone 
who provided feedback. The 
committee was comprised of  
Library Director Andrew Jen-
rich, Children’s Librarian Tara 
Windsor, Library Trustee Leesa 
Michael, Library Trustee Alison 
Chu, Charles Noel, Sue Rug-
giero, Savannah Histen, Naomi 
Vogt, Mary Anne Moran, and 
Lauren Scott.
Upcoming Events:

To register for an event, click 
on the Library Event Calendar 
and Registration link at the top 
of  the library’s homepage www.
taftpubliclibrary.org. 
Fly Tying with James Thach

Join local resident and fly-
fishing enthusiast James Thach 
for a hands-on introduction to 
fly tying on Thursday, March 2 
at 7 p.m. upstairs in the library.  
Each participant will learn how 
to tie a fly they can take with 
them. Must be 14 years or older.  
Limit of  five participants. Regis-
tration required.

The Academy Awards with 
Frank Mandosa

Join us on the Red Carpet for 
a night of  everything Oscars! In 
the lead up to the 95th Academy 
Awards, film historian Frank 
Mandosa returns to Taft to pres-
ent "The Academy Awards: The 
Good, the Bad, and the Outra-
geous" on Tuesday, March 7 at 
6:30 p.m. The night will include 
Oscars trivia past and present 
and prizes. Arrive at 6:30 p.m. 
and take part in our Red Carpet 
Experience! Then at 7 p.m. sit 
back as Frank takes us on a tour 
of  awards history. Registration is 
required as space is limited.
Adult Book Club

The Adult Book Club will 
meet on Monday, March 13 
at 7 p.m. to discuss Blind Tiger 
by Sandra Brown. Adult Book 
Clubs are held on the second 
Monday of  the month.  

For upcoming book clubs 
contact the library at 508-473-
3259 to request copies of  the 
books or log in to your account 
from our website to request 
them through interlibrary loan.  
The next Adult Book Club 
books are as follows:

April: The Things They Carried 
by Tim O’Brien

May: The Buddha in the Attic by 
Julie Otsuka and the poems of  
Ada Limon

June: The House in the Cerulean 
Sea by T.J. Klune
Cheryl Cohen Pendant 
Class on Zoom

Learn to make a mosaic pen-
dant in this online class using 
adhesive putty. You will be in-
structed by Cheryl from Cheryl 
Cohen Mosaics Art Center. 
Tuesday, March 14 at 6:30 p.m.  
Registration is required as space 
is limited.
Jill Vetstein Parent Educa-
tion Online Class: Picky 
Eaters

Join licensed therapist Jill 
Vetstein on Thursday, March 
16 at 7 p.m. on Zoom when 
she discusses the picky eating 
habits of  children. Click on the 
Library Event Calendar and 
Registration link on the website 
to register. Program sponsored 
by the Taft Public Library and 
Beginning Bridges CFCE.
Handcrafting Group

Let’s get crafty! Join us 
on Wednesday, March 1 and 
Wednesday, March 22 at 2 p.m. 

downstairs in the library and get 
your craft on. Bring your own 
craft project, whatever it might 
be, to work on while you visit.  
Intended for adults. Crafts are 
NOT supplied.
Ellen Henry, Bridging Two 
Worlds: An Afternoon of  
Mediumship

Join us on Saturday, March 
25 at 1 p.m. for medium Ellen 
Henry. Ellen will describe what 
mediumship is, how it differs 
from a psychic reading, and how 
she receives messages. Then 
share in the experience as she 
performs a mediumship demon-
stration for the group.

Please note: Attendance at a 
demonstration does not guaran-
tee that you will receive a read-
ing. Space is limited. Visit our 
website to register.
German Conversation Club

Are you looking for a place 
to practice what German you 
remember or to improve your 
vocabulary? German Conversa-
tion Club is no pressure, just 
fun! Lead by Library Assistant 
(and Mendon resident) Monika 
Schmid, the group meets the 
last Monday of  each month. 
The next German Conversa-
tion Club will be on Monday, 
March 27 at 6 p.m. Registration 
is required. To register, visit our 
website. 
Cooking with Chef  Rob 
Scott

Chef  Rob Scott returns 
with a whole new set of  cook-
ing demonstrations on Zoom.  
Rob joins us virtually from his 
kitchen in Long Island. All ages 
are welcome to participate. The 
recipes will be sent out before 
each class if  you want to cook 
alongside Chef  Rob. Sessions 
are at 7 p.m. The next session is: 
Tuesday, March 28: Panzanella 
Salad with Vinaigrette Cod with 
San Marzano Tomatoes and 
Fennel with Toasted Ciabatta 
Bread. Please visit our website to 
register for the session.
Fran Hart Presents: The 
Beatles
Join Fran Hart, founding mem-
ber of  the Beatles tribute band 
4EverFab, for an evening per-
formance on Thursday, March 
30 at 7 p.m. His Cultural and 
Historical Reflection of  the 
1960s Through the Music of  
The Beatles features live music 
with a multi-media presentation 

to explore not only the music of  
The Beatles, but the influence 
they exerted in every area of  
the cultural landscape. Register 
on the Taft website. Space is 
limited. This program is sup-
ported in part by a grant from 
the Mendon Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Friends of  the Taft Li-
brary Present Herbal Tea 
Blending at Herbs Make 
Scents

Learn how to skillfully blend 
your own special tea to suit your 
personal needs at Herbs Make 
Scents Tea, then take home a 
bag of  your custom blend. Join 
us at 4 Maple Street in Mendon 
on Friday, March 24 at 6:30 
p.m. or Friday, March 31 at 6:30 
p.m. Registration is required as 
space is limited. The fee is $10 
per person cash or check in ad-
vance made payable to Friends 
of  Taft Public Library (no re-
funds). Cash or checks may be 
dropped off at the upstairs circu-
lation desk in the library.
Friends of  the Taft Public 
Library Meeting

The Friends of  the Library 
will meet on Tuesday, March 
28 at 7 p.m. downstairs in the 
library’s Art Holmes Commu-
nity Room for their monthly 
board meeting. Board meetings 
are typically held on the last 
Tuesday of  the month at 7 p.m., 
unless it falls on a holiday or 
during a school vacation. All are 
welcome (and encouraged) to 
attend. If  you plan on attending, 
it’s always a good idea to call the 
library at 508-473-3259 or email 
the Friends at friendsoftaftli-
brary@gmail.com to confirm 
the date and time of  the meet-
ing.  The group will do its best 
to post any meeting changes on 
the Taft Library website.

Taft Children’s News- 
March 2023

Registration is required for all 
programs. Please log onto our 
website: www.taftpubliclibrary.
org and find the events page to 
register along with more infor-
mation for the programs. 
Itty Bitty Story Time

Itty Bitty Story time is de-

LIBRARY 
continued on page 3
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signed for our youngest patrons 
birth to 3 years old. Join us for a 
lot of  fun on Tuesdays at
9:30 a.m. 
Story & Craft Time

Join us for story and craft 
time. Perfect for the preschool-
aged child. All sessions take 
place Tuesday mornings at 
10:30 a.m. 
Alphabet Storytime 

It’s all about the alphabet. 
Each week we will focus on a 
different letter. We will read a 
couple of  books, sing songs, and 
learn about the letter of  the 
week. Wednesday mornings at 

10:30 a.m.
Coffee and Conversations & 
Puppet Storytime 

Dates: Wednesdays: 3/1, 
4/5, 5/3/23 Time: 9:15 to 
10:15 a.m. Location: Taft Public 
Library, 29 North Ave., Men-
don. 

Join us for an informal play-
time where families will be able 
to build social connections, learn 
about early childhood develop-
ment and family friendly re-
sources. Taft will supply Muffin 
House Muffins.

Please stay for the 10:30 a.m. 
Puppet Storytime. Join Newton 
& Friends of  Through Me to 
You Puppetry for songs and sto-
ries. At the end of  the 30-min-

ute show, children can greet the 
puppets. Geared for children 2 
to 5 years, but all are welcome.
Kidding Around Yoga 

We will learn yoga poses, 
dance, sing, and meditate. This 
class is all about fun- all abilities 
are welcome. Mats are available, 
or feel free to bring your own. 
Wednesday, March 8 Preschool 
- 9:30 a.m. and all ages - 4:30 
p.m.
Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins 

Miss Deb will join us on 
Tuesday, March 28 at 10:30 
a.m. for a fun-filled, musical 
morning. Registration is re-
quired and limited.  
Tutors with Tails 

Meet Sprite! Sprite is a 
therapy dog who loves children 
and loves books. Sprite and her 
owner Janet will visit the Taft 
the last Tuesday of  each month. 
Register today for the opportu-
nity to read to Sprite. Spots are 
limited.

This program is designed to 
help increase reading fluency 
and build a child's confidence 
in their reading ability. The dog 
provides a non-judgmental safe 
environment for children to 
practice their reading.
Book Clubs

Registration is required for 
all book clubs. Books are avail-
able for pickup at the Children’s 
Circulation desk. Pizza and 

refreshments will be served. 
Please let us know of  any dietary 
restrictions. 

6-9 Book Club - We will be 
reading The First Cat in Space Ate 
Pizza & Bad Kitty Goes to the Vet. 
The book club discussion will 
be held on Tuesday, March 2 at 
5 p.m.

8-12 Book Club - We will be 
reading Wishtree by Katherine 
Applegate. The book club will 
be held on Tuesday, March 28 
at 5 p.m.

Graphic Novel Book Club - 
This month we will be reading 
Cranky Chicken: Party Animals & 
Narwhalicorn and Jelly.  Join us on 
Tuesday, April 4 at 5 p.m. to dis-
cuss this month's book picks.

LIBRARY
continued from page 2

Women's History Month

Mendon’s Lydia Taft: America’s First Female Voter – Or Was She?
Taft is part of national suffragist history, even if the record is questionable

By Linda Chuss
One of  Mendon’s most 

notable historic women, Lydia 
Chapin Taft, is part of  an 
impressive lineage including 
President William Taft. The 
Chapin and Taft families settled 
in Mendon in the 1600s. Cen-
turies later, current Mendon 
residents are among their de-
scendants, like David Lowell, 
who is exploring his ancestry 
along with avid town history 
student Rich Schofield.

Born in 1712, Lydia Chapin 
lived near the Post’s Lane 
bridge and Mill River in Men-
don. 

In 1727, the western part of  
Mendon became the newly in-
corporated town of  Uxbridge, 
and in 1731, Chapin married 

Josiah Taft and moved to Ux-
bridge. She was a homemaker 
while he became a wealthy 
landowner and the town mod-
erator.

Taft is heralded as America’s 
first female voter. She cast her 
famous vote in Uxbridge on 
October 30, 1756, a time when 
only landowning men had vot-
ing privileges. History student 
Schofield related how she by-
passed the requirement. 

“In September, their son 
Caleb died while attending col-
lege. Josiah went to bury Caleb, 
and less than two weeks later, 
he also died. The town was 
facing an important vote to ap-
propriate funds for the French 
and Indian War. The Taft 
household, among the largest 

taxpayers and therefore most 
affected by the outcome, had 
no eligible voters. Townsmen 
granted Lydia a proxy vote.”

According to the New Eng-
land Historical Society website, 
Taft’s eldest surviving son, 
Bezaleel, was too young to vote. 
The site also says “records show 
Lydia Taft appeared at least 
twice more at town meeting 
conducting her affairs: once to 
address tax issues and once to 
change the school district she 
was assigned.”

A century later, in notes for 
his forthcoming book about 
early Uxbridge, Judge Henry 
Chapin recounted Taft as hav-
ing delivered the deciding vote. 
Chapin died before complet-
ing the book, but in 1881, Rev. 

Rushton Dashwood Burr pub-
lished it as, “Address Delivered 
at the Unitarian Church, in 
Uxbridge, Mass., in 1864 with 
further statements, not made 

a part of  the address, but in-
cluded in the notes by Henry 

A sign along Rt. 146A in Uxbridge pays tribute to Lydia Taft’s historic act. 

TAFT 
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NOW SERVICING ALL MAKES AND MODELS | MON-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6

508-488-2382 • IMPERIALTOYOTAMA.COM
300 FORTUNE BOULEVARD | MILFORD, MA 01757IMPERIAL TOYOTA

+SALE ENDS 03/31/2023. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION OR DISCOUNTS. PRICES NOT VALID WITH PRIOR SALES. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. PRICE INCLUDES ALL 
APPLICABLE REBATES AND INCENTIVES INCLUDING $1000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSIST. SEE US FOR DETAILS. DELIVERY MUST BE TAKEN FROM DEALER STOCK. CUSTOMER’S FINAL PAYMENT 
MAY BE HIGHER OR LOWER DEPENDING ON FINAL TRANSACTION PRICE. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $399 DOCUMENTATION FEE. THE BUY FOR 
PRICE REQUIRES DEALERSHIP SOURCE FINANCING. 5 DAY OR 200 MILE RETURN EXCHANGE PROGRAM FOR YOUR TOTAL CONFIDENCE - IF YOU'RE NOT HAPPY WITH YOUR IMPERIAL CERTIFIED 
USED VEHICLE, BRING IT BACK WITHIN 5 DAYS OR 200 MILES AND WE WILL GIVE YOU A CREDIT OF YOUR FULL PURCHASE PRICE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF ANOTHER IN STOCK VEHICLE. 
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT TO TEST DRIVE.

*New 2023 Highlander XLE 2.4L AWD with MSRP: $45,543. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per 
year. $0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $439 per month for 36 months with $3,199 due at signing (including customer cap-
italized cost reduction of $2,110 first month’s payment of $439, and bank acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and 
inspection fees are additional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess 
wear/tear, and $350 disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# PS505273. Offer ends 03/31/2023.

$45,043+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$439*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

11 HIGHLANDERs 
AVAILABLE

save $500

#PS505273

Brand Spankin’ New  
2023 TOYOTA 

HIGHLANDER 
XLE - 2.4L AWD

• Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth  • 3rd Row Seats • Alloys

MSRP: 
$45,543

IMPERIAL TOYOTA  
is New England’s  

LEASE RETURN HEADQUARTERS 
FAST & EASY PROCESS

$1,000 $1,000

Drive in or Call Ahead to Schedule an Appointment  
     We gladly accept all Toyota Lease Returns  

     ‐ even if your lease is not from us.

CALL: 508-488-2382

AND WE WILL PAY YOU $1000 ON THE  
SPOT FOR TOYOTA LEASE RETURNS

*New 2023 RAV4 LE AWD with MSRP: $31,388. Lease requires approved credit; based on 10,000 miles per year. 
$0.15 per mile excess. Lease for $309 per month for 39 months with $2,999 due at signing (including $2,040 cash or 
trade down, first month’s payment of $309, and acquisition of $650). Tax, title, registration, and inspection fees are ad-
ditional. $0 Security deposit. Lessee is responsible for insurance, maintenance, repairs, excess wear/tear, and $350 
disposition fee where permitted by law. Example Stk# PC340931. Offer ends 03/31/2023.

$30,888+

PER MONTH • PLUS TAX

BUY FOR AS LOW AS:

$309*
LEASE FOR AS LOW AS:

15 RAV4s 
AVAILABLE

save $500

#PC340931

Brand Spankin’ New  
2023 TOYOTA 

RAV4 LE SUV 
ADV AWD - 2.5L

• Back-Up Cam • Bluetooth • Lane Departure

MSRP: 
$31,388
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Angel Moscatelli

PLEASE RECYCLE ME!

Scan this
QR CODE

to visit our
NEW

Facebook Page
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KITCHEN REMODELSKITCHEN REMODELS • DECKSDECKS • BATH REMODELSBATH REMODELS

JOHN GIULIANOJOHN GIULIANO
774-573-9811774-573-9811  Cubixx.john@gmail.comCubixx.john@gmail.com•

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE  •   LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

Giuliano Construction & RemodelingGiuliano Construction & Remodeling

Local Real Estate Veteran Joins Mendon Local Realty
Angel Moscatelli joins boutique brokerage, Mendon Local Realty

Mendon Local (MLo) Realty 
owner, Melissa Lodi, announced 
long-time REALTOR® Angel 
Moscatelli has signed on with 
the boutique firm. Moscatelli, 
who recently managed Milford’s 
ERA Key Realty & previously 

owned a brokerage, Angel’s 
Realty, is excited about this new 
venture and working with the 
community.

Angel shared her thoughts 
on the transition: 

“When looking for a real 
estate company that was a good 
fit for me, I was looking for a 
place that is professional yet 
has that personal touch; that 
combination of  experience 
and knowledge, while also car-
ing about their agents, goes 
a long way in the real estate 
industry. That extends to their 
clients as well. In meeting with 
Melissa Lodi, I found their 
motto of  'Why Go Big, When 
You Can Go Home' is exactly 
what they practice - a boutique 

office grounded in professional-
ism and caring, has real estate 
agents that feel the same and 
are successful. Respect, integrity, 
with an outlook for you (the 
agent) and the client, is what it 
is all about. Melissa keeps busi-
ness in mind for all, not just the 
company. Focusing on the agent 
and what we can provide to our 
clients looking to sell and buy, is 
very important to success for all. 
I am excited to begin anew at 
Mendon Local Realty.”

MLo Realty prides itself  with 
their personal, customized bou-
tique approach that sets them 
apart from large brokerages. 
Dedicated to their community, 
MLo is more likely to be found 
at town festivals/parades than 

big glossy ads. As their tagline 
says, “Why go big when you can 
go home?”.

Owner Melissa Lodi is ex-
cited about the addition of  
Moscatelli to the team, stating 
“Angel coming on board is a 
wonderful thing for not only 
the brokerage, but for the entire 
team as well. She is incred-
ibly knowledgeable and has so 
much to offer – in addition to 
being an incredibly kind soul. 
We share the same values and 
goals, so this is truly a wonderful 
match. I couldn’t be happier for 
her to make the choice to come 
on board!”

Mendon Local Realty is lo-
cated at 1 Hastings Street, Men-
don, MA 01756. 

mlorealty.com • 508.478.7756
One Hastings Street • Suite 201 • Mendon 

Mendon Historical Society 
to Host Antique Appraisal 
Show March 25

Dust off those relics and join 
us as we discover which items 
may be priceless and which 
might end up in your yard sale! 
On March 25 the Mendon His-
torical Society will host its own 
Antique Appraisal Show.

Kevin Bruneau, Travis 
Landry and Joel Bohy from Bru-
neau & Co. of  Cranston RI will 
be available on site to appraise 
your items for a small fee of  $5 
for one item and $10 for three 
and to answer questions about 
auctions, values, and trends. 
One of  their items to appraise is 

“Pop Culture” including comic 
books, trading card games and 
toys.

The event will take place 
from noon to 3 p.m. at the 
Museum located at 15 Hastings 
Street, Mendon.

Limited and handicapped 
parking is available in our yard 
and also additional parking 
across the street. Please join us 
for an interesting and informa-
tive afternoon.

For additional information, 
contact us at mendonhistori-
cal@gmail.com.

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

New England SteakNew England Steak
& Seafood Restaurant& Seafood Restaurant

Make Your Easter Reservations NOW!

12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

♦ Driveways  
♦ Parking Lots  
♦ Pressure Washing
♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair
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— $6,500, or $7,500 if  you’re 
50 or older — if  your modified 
adjusted gross income is less 
than $138,000 (if  you’re single) 
or $218,000 (if  you’re married 
and filing jointly). If  you earn 
more than these amounts, the 
amount you can contribute de-
creases until it’s phased out com-
pletely if  your income exceeds 
$153,000 (single) or $228,000 
(married, filing jointly). 

A Roth IRA is attractive 
because its earnings and with-
drawals are tax free, provided 
you’ve had the account at least 
five years and you don’t start 
taking money out until you’re 
59½. Furthermore, when you 
own a Roth IRA, you’re not re-
quired to take withdrawals from 
it when you turn 72, as you 
would with a traditional IRA, 
so you’ll have more flexibility in 
your retirement income plan-
ning and your money will have 
the chance to potentially keep 
growing. But given your in-

come, how can you contribute 
to a Roth?

You may want to consider 
what’s known as a “backdoor 
Roth” strategy. Essentially, this 
involves contributing money 
to a new traditional IRA, or 
taking money from an existing 
one, and then converting the 
funds to a Roth IRA. But while 
this backdoor strategy sounds 
simple, it involves some serious 
considerations.

Specifically, you need to 
evaluate how much of  your 
traditional IRA is in pretax or 
after-tax dollars. When you 
contribute pretax dollars to 
a traditional IRA, your con-
tributions lower your annual 
taxable income. However, if  
your income is high enough to 
disqualify you from contribut-
ing directly to a Roth IRA, 
you may also earn too much to 
make deductible (pretax) con-
tributions to a traditional IRA. 
Consequently, you might have 

contributed after-tax dollars to 
your traditional IRA, on top of  
the pretax ones you may have 
put in when your income was 
lower. (Earnings on after-tax 
contributions will be treated as 
pretax amounts.) 

In any case, if  you convert 
pretax assets from your tra-
ditional IRA to a Roth IRA, 
the amount converted will be 
fully taxable in the year of  the 
conversion. So, if  you were to 
convert a large amount of  these 
assets, you could face a hefty 
tax bill. And since you probably 
don’t want to take funds from 
the converted IRA itself  to pay 
for the taxes, you’d need an-
other source of  funding, possi-
bly from your savings and other 
investments. 

Ultimately, then, a backdoor 
Roth IRA strategy may make 
the most sense if  you have few 
or no pretax assets in any tra-
ditional IRA, including a SEP-
IRA and a SIMPLE IRA. If  

you do have a sizable amount 
of  pretax dollars in your IRA, 
and you’d still like to convert it 
to a Roth IRA, you could con-
sider spreading the conversion 
over a period of  years, poten-
tially diluting your tax burden.

Consult with your tax advi-
sor when considering a back-
door Roth strategy. But if  it’s 
appropriate for your situation, 
it could play a role in your fi-
nancial strategy, so give it some 
thought.  

If  you would like to discuss 
your personal situation with a 
financial advisor contact: 

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA 
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

There aren’t many draw-
backs to having a high income 
— but being unable to invest 
in a Roth IRA might be one of  
them. Are there strategies that 
allow high-income earners to 
contribute to this valuable re-
tirement account?

Before we delve into that 
question, let’s consider the rules. 
In 2023, you can contribute 
the full amount to a Roth IRA 

Open the (Back) Door to a Roth IRA

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS

LOOKING TO ADVERTISE?  Contact Susanne today at 508-954-8148  or by email at sue@sodellconsult.com

Let’s start NOW. Call us 
or visit deanbank.com  
to get started.

Member FDIC   Member DIF   NMLS#412095

deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088

You’re ready  
to take action.

Don’t delay your goals because of high interest rates.

NOW Loan Solutions combines our expert lending team 
and our customizable solutions to provide loans that 
make sense—and make things happen—NOW. Paying less 
interest on student debt. Making home improvements. 
Buying your dream home. You don’t have to wait.

And so are we. Introducing NOW  
Loan Solutions from Dean Bank. 
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Mendon-Upton School District kindergarten through 8th grade students recently had their artwork selected to be on display for 
the statewide Youth Art Month.  Youth Art Month takes place every March celebrating Visual Arts education. 

MURSD K-8 Student Artwork Selected for
Youth Art Month Display

Swandale 
Cemetery 
Meeting

Meals on
Wheels
Seeks
Volunteers

The Meals on Wheels pro-
gram run by Tri Valley Elder 
Services, which operates out 
of  the Upton Senior Center, is 
looking for volunteers to pack-
age or deliver meals to home-
bound elders in Upton. Drivers 
receive a mileage reimburse-
ment at 56 cents per mile.

For more information call 
508-529-9094. 

The annual meeting of  the 
Swandale Cemetery Association 
will be held on Monday, April 
3, at 6:30 p.m. in the Meeting 
Room of  Mendon Police Sta-
tion. The purpose of  the meet-
ing is to listen to reports, elect 
officers and discusses any busi-
ness which will come before the 
association.

Old Plants and
Decorations
to be Removed 
from
Cemeteries

Attention lot owners of  
Swandale and Quaker Cemeter-
ies in Mendon. 

Please remove any old plants 
or decorations left on the graves 
before April 15. Anything left 
will be discarded and disposed 
of  at our discretion as cemetery 
cleaning will be taking place.

To try to keep the cemetery 
well maintained, your coopera-
tion is appreciated. Thank you.

Memorial Art Students. (L to R) Veronica Botvinnik, Cameron 
D'Alessandro, Jackson Beauregard, Ethan Bell, and Xavier Travers.

Top row: Oliver DeGrood (grade 8), Mithra Balaji (grade 7), KJ 
Garland (grade 7). Bottom row: Kaylee Schlander (grade 8), 
Haylee Jenkins (grade 8), Chase Tempesta (grade 7).

Top row: Riley Miller (grade 6), Penelope Papadopoulous (grade 5), 
Mikayla Calari (grade 5). Bottom row: Jude Chase (grade 6), Emma 
Clements (grade 6), Arjun Vempati (grade 5). 

Cough Art Students: Top row: Charlie Bliss, Logan Nelsen, Evin 
Barroso. Bottom row: Luna Houle, Eloise Lolli. 

All photos courtesy of Mendon-Upton Regional School District



Mar. 9 - April 12, 2023  Find us on Facebook  |  www.UptonMendonFreePress.com   Page 7

There are plenty of  reasons 
to call a junk removal service. 
Maybe you’re planning to 
move and need to clear out 
the basement and attic before 
your open house. Maybe you’ve 
spent way too much time at 
home lately and are feeling the 
need to declutter.

But figuring out who to call 
can be a pain. If  you contact 
one of  the big haulers, they 
route you to a phone center 
where they’ve never even heard 
of  your town, plus their pricing 
seems vague and full of  extra 
fees. No wonder you’ve let the 
stuff pile up—it’s too much of  a 
hassle to get rid of  it!

Or you can call Affordable 
Junk Removal and let a local 
small business with deep com-
munity roots take care of  ev-
erything.

Jay Schadler started his busi-
ness in 2003. Back then, it was 
just him and a beat-up pickup 
truck taking small jobs and 
working nights and weekends 
when he could. As the years 
rolled on, his business grew, but 
his commitment to customer 
service never wavered. Now 
he’s got a staff of  ten, along 
with ten trucks, servicing east-
ern and central Massachusetts 
and northern Rhode Island.

Affordable Junk Removal 
specializes in house and estate 
cleanouts. If  your garage, attic, 

or office is overflowing with 
stuff, take back your space and 
let the pros do the heavy lifting.

Jay and his team have 
handled it all. They’ve dis-
mantled above-ground pools, 
hauled away ancient hot tubs, 
taken down old fencing, and 
stripped away worn carpet-
ing. They’ll come for a single 
item, or they’ll clean out an 
entire house. And they can take 
almost anything. They can’t 
accept hazardous materials, 
brush, dirt, or concrete, but 
everything else is fair game for 
them to take away.

Not everything ends up in a 
landfill—not if  Jay can help it. 
He first tries to either recycle 
or donate items. Only after he 
tries to repurpose items do they 
end up at the transfer station.

Working with Affordable 
Junk Removal is simple. First, 
you can load stuff yourself  if  
you want by renting a 15-cubic-
yard dumpster for a week and 
chucking up to a ton of  your 
unwanted stuff. If  you need to 
get rid of  more weight, then 
Jay prorates that tonnage—you 
never pay for what you don’t 
use.

Community Ties and a Commitment to Customer 
Service: Affordable Junk Removal

If  you don’t want to be 
bothered with the dumpster, 
they’ve also got a driveway 
special where they’ll take away 
a truckload of  your unwanted 
things if  you pile it up. Or if  
you don’t want to lift a finger, 
then you can point at the items, 
and the team will fill up their 
truck and haul away your un-
wanted things. However you do 
it, you’re left with more space 
and more peace of  mind.

Jay and his team beat the 
big waste haulers on both price 
and customer service. When 
you call Affordable Junk Re-
moval, you aren’t connected to 
an anonymous call center. Your 
phone call goes right to Jay.

And speaking of  pricing, Jay 
is upfront about it. His website 
shows the truck sizes and prices, 
so you can save time knowing 
your costs before you call for an 
appointment. There aren’t any 
hidden costs or surprise fees 
with Affordable Junk Removal.

Affordable Junk Removal is 
fully licensed and fully insured, 
and they’ll treat your property 
with care and respect.

They also have a thriving 
commercial business, working 
with contractors and roofers to 
clear away debris and keep the 
job site clean. They can even 
handle commercial and resi-
dential emergencies with same-
day service.

Jay and his family are deeply 
involved in the community. He 
and his wife, Christine, run the 
Corner Market restaurant in 
Holliston as well as Resellables, 
a thrift store in Bellingham. It’s 
not uncommon for someone 
to reach Jay at the restaurant, 
order a sandwich, and then 
schedule a junk removal ap-
pointment. Yes, the local small 
business really can handle ev-
erything!

For more information, 
contact Jay Schadler at (774) 
287-1133 or visit Affordable 
Junk Removal online at www.
takeawayjunk.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Mark’s Transportation LLC

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Call today for

more information

561-654-9881

Office is located at 
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

Office hours are Mon–Fri, 9:00 AM–5 PM

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS WANTED
30 Positions Now Available!

WE PAY MORE

Transport students and adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the certification.

Split Shifts: Early morning, mid/late 
afternoon.

We Pay More.

Great job for retired person or  
someone needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid driver’s
license.

CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.

Give Us a Call ... No Job Too Small

Bedrooms   |   Basements  
Bathrooms   |   Kitchens   

Decks, Patios, Yards   |   Garages 
Living Rooms   |   Dining Rooms

R Reliable       R Experienced      R Responsive 
R Professional       R Insured

LabofAllTrades.com   |   508-377-2137
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from gathering a few buckets of  
sap and cooking it over a camp-
fire to using a tube-based col-
lection operation with reverse 
osmosis filtering in his produc-
tion system, which greatly im-
proved efficiency.

Maple syrup has four differ-
ent basic flavors from the milder 
golden to the intense very dark. 
Syrup can also be infused with 
flavors like vanilla. The Quissett 
Hill farm store offers sampling 
at events, with maple and al-
paca products available onsite 
and at QuissettHillFarm.com. 
Syrup can also be purchased 
at Mendon’s Imperial Gas and 
Country Store and Kelly’s Farm 

in Upton.
While Massachusetts is not 

renowned for maple harvesting, 
dozens of  small-batch farms in 
the state produce syrup rivaling 
that of  Vermont. 

Syrup starts as sap, which is 
water containing approximately 
2% sugar that trees produce 
for their energy needs. Weather 
temperatures cycling between 
below and above 32 degrees cre-
ate pressure inside a tree, push-
ing the sap. Tapping a hole in a 
tree with an attached spout al-
lows the flowing sap to drip into 
a container. Boiling the collected 
sap extracts water and raises the 
sugar content. 

“This year, I began tapping 
in February and expect to con-
tinue for six to eight weeks,” 
Gomersall said. “Climate 

change is making the start and 
duration of  the sugaring season 
less predictable.”

Buying local syrup instead of  
syrup transported from far-off 
factories is one way to reduce 

emissions that drive climate 
change. Another benefit of  buy-
ing local is the pleasure of  deal-
ing with neighbors and finding 
unexpected delights like alpacas 
at a small family-run operation.

The winner of  the Senator 
Louis Bertonazzi Outstanding 
Citizenship Award for the elec-
tion period 2020-2022 is the 
Town of  Mendon. 

The towns involved are 
municipalities that Bertonazzi 
represented in Worcester and 
Norfolk counties while he was 
in office. The aim of  the contest 
is to offer a small competitive 
incentive for people to exercise 
the privilege of  voting, a privi-
lege won and maintained by 
the courage and sacrifice of  so 
many over the history of  our 
country. 

The award has been given 
out for 18 years.

Of  the 19 towns competing 
in the five elections of  2021-
2022, Mendon turned out the 
highest percentage of  registered 
voters who actually cast a ballot 
with 31.20%, barely nosing out 
the neighboring Town of  Upton 
at 31 percent. 

Mendon has now won the 
award two times. previously, 
Upton and Northbridge won 
two times, and Sutton and Graf-
ton each won once. 

Mendon Town Clerk Ellen 
Agro and the Board of  Regis-
trars will receive a check from 
the Bertonazzi Foundation for 
$1,000 that may be used to 

increase future voter turnout. 
The Mendon Board of  Select-
men will be presented a plaque 
to be displayed for two years in 
the Mendon Town Hall. The 
citizens of  Mendon, who earned 
the award, will receive a huge 
banner proclaiming Mendon as 
the “Best Voting Community” 
in 2021-2022 to be theirs for 
permanent display. 

The other communities 
involved in this friendly com-
petition include (with their 
final standings for this round): 
Hopedale (26.95%), Dud-
ley (25.97%), Westborough 
(24.08%), Grafton (23.77%), 

Blackstone (23.70%), Charlton 
(23.55%), Uxbridge (22.24%), 
Sutton (22.16%), Auburn 
(22.79%), Milford (22.67%), 
Oxford (20.49%), Bellingham 
(20.34%), Douglas (20.25%), 
Millville (19.03%), Northbridge 
(18.71%) and Southbridge 
(17.16%). 

The Senator Louis Berton-
azzi Foundation Board of  Direc-
tors are Dr. Carl DiGregorio, 
Chairman; Andrew Diorio, 
Treasurer; Atty David Berton-
azzi, Clerk; Gail Crimaldi; Jo-
seph Nigro; Julie Richards; Ellen 
Murphy; and Louis Bertonazzi, 
ex officio. 

Contact us today!
 (508) 435-6388

80 Main Street, Hopkinton  
PhippsInsurance.com

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE  
INSURANCE NEIGHBOR

HOME • CONDO • RENTER • AUTO • BUSINESS

Our family-owned and operated independent 
agency offers only competitively priced 
and time-tested insurance products designed 

to fit your individual needs. Specializing in home, 
auto, business, condo and renters insurance since 
our establishment in 1950, our agency is deeply 
rooted in the communities we serve and committed 
to providing the very best of value for your hard 
earned dollars. Whether new to the area or a lifelong 
resident you will benefit from the sound advice 
provided by our professional service advisers.

Work with people you can trust: 
Nicole, Julie, Brian, Mike, Letty, Amy

MAPLE SYRUP
continued from page 1

More Maple Sugar 
Woodville Maples, 217 Wood Street, Hopkinton - sells syrup, 
candies, and honey at their sugar house and at the town’s 
farmers’ market.  https://bit.ly/3DS6Lxv 

Natick Community Organic Farm, 117 Eliot Street, Natick - 
sells bottled syrup and offers ticketed tours (pre-register).
https://bit.ly/3DS5vKN 

Pure BS Maple Shack, 149 Central Street, Auburn - syrup, 
maple cream, candy, etc. for sale; also free tours, demonstra-
tions, testings, sap gathering.  https://bit.ly/40HmOIA 

For additional locations and resources, including how syrup 
is made, visit MassMaple.org

A maple tree being tapped at 
Mendon’s Quissett Hill Farm 
may be as old as the 1815 
house on the property.
Courtesy photo

Town of Mendon Wins Outstanding 
Citizenship Award 
Upton is a close second
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Recent Home Sales
Date Mendon Amount
02/15/2023 22 Taft Avenue $364,500
02/15/2023 29 Kinsley Lane $555,000
02/03/2023 19 North Avenue $443,000

Date Upton Amount
02/23/2023 28 Fowler Street $595,450
02/15/2023 30 Sienna Circle #56 $696,430
02/10/2023 13 Claflin Farm Road $1.04 mil
02/03/2023 21 Warren Road $500,000
01/30/2023 12 Stoddard Street $135,000
01/30/2023 57 Shannon Way #75 $599,995
01/27/2023 26 Fiske Avenue $635,000

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Upton Mendon Free Press

26 Fiske Avenue in Upton recently sold for $635,000.
Photo credit www.zillow.com

EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Shalin Zia, O.D.

Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Bryan Hong, M.D.    

Donald L. Conn, O.D.

Michael R. Adams, O.D. 

Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

By Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D. 
Milford Franklin Eye Center

Cataract surgery is by far 
the most common surgery per-
formed in the United States. 
With advanced technology and 
if  you choose an experienced 
and highly skilled surgeon, 
modern cataract surgery should 
be a rather quick outpatient 
and a minimal risk procedure. 
If  you are considering cata-
ract surgery, your expectations 
should not only be to improve 
your vision, reduce glare at 
night, see more vivid colors 
and improve your day to day 
activities, but you should also 
be given an opportunity to 
reduce your dependence on 
glasses or contacts and in many 
cases eliminate this need.  Your 
expectations should also be to 
have your surgery by a world-
class surgeon close to where you 
live and not be told to travel 
hours for testing and surgery. 
Many choices exist on where to 
have the surgery and by whom. 
Here are the specific questions 
to ask when it’s time to have the 
surgery: 
1.  Why are you referring me 

to this surgeon?  Your 
optometrist may ask you to 
travel miles and hours away 

from home to have your 
surgery with a particular 
surgeon of  their choice.  
When you have experienced 
surgeons within minutes 
from where you live and 
when those top-notch ethi-
cal surgeons with excellent 
nationwide reputation will 
perform your surgery in 
a state-of-the-art surgery 
center closer to home. Ask 
your provider why they 
want you to travel hours and 
miles away. Unfortunately, 
if  you dig enough, you will 
find the only reason for this 
remote referral is financial 
and business-related inter-
est your provider has with 
the far-away surgeon. In 
many of  these referrals the 
referring optometrist and 
surgeons may also be in 
violation of  the STARK law 
and anti-kickback statues. 
Beware referral bias. In our 
center, we eliminated the 
middleman. 100% of  the 
surgeries are performed in 
a state-of-the-art facility in 
Milford. Very close to home. 
Your interest comes first.

2.  What is my cost?  Did 
you know that when your 
optometrist refers you to a 

surgeon who will perform 
your surgery at a hospital 
your insurance deductible 
and co-insurance will be 
higher at a hospital?  If  this 
is happening to you, we are 
available for a second opin-
ion! All our surgeries are 
performed at an ambulatory 
surgery center in Milford 
with potential cost savings to 
you. 

3.  What type of anesthesia am 
I going to get?  With mod-
ern cataract surgery, most 

surgeries should be com-
pleted under topical anes-
thesia. This means that the 
surgery eye becomes numb 
with drops.  No need for 
injections or shots around or 
behind your eye. No shots 
will reduce the risk of  bleed-
ing and serious complica-
tions from the shots. Ask 
about the techniques of  the 
surgeon you are being ask to 
travel to see. In our center, 
100% of  the surgeries are 
performed under topical 
simple anesthesia. 

4.  What are the risks?  One of  
the most dreaded risks of  
cataract surgery is acciden-
tal damage to the posterior 
capsule, which is the back 
wall of  the bag holding your 
lens.  Ask about the compli-
cation rate of  the surgeon 
you are being asked to travel 
to. In our center this rate is 
close to zero percent. 

5.  What is the rate of infec-
tions in your center?  An-
other potentially devastating 

risk of  cataract surgery is 
an infection inside the eye 
called “endophthalmitis”.  
Ask the complication rate of  
the surgeon you are being 
asked to travel to. In our 
center this rate is close to 
zero percent. 

6.  What type of technology is 
available at your surgery 
facility?  Different centers 
have different equipment 
and resources. For instance, 
Massachusetts has only few 
centers offering laser-assisted 
bladeless cataract surgery. 
This should be an option if  
you want to reduce depen-
dence on glasses and treat 
low grades of  astigmatism 
at the same time as your 
cataract surgery. Our center 
was among the first in the 
State and New England to 
offer this technology. Did 
you know that many hospi-
tals and other centers do not 

EYES 
continued on page 14

Cataract Surgery in 2023: Questions and Options
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• Hoarding Specialists 
• Appliance Removal
• Junk Removal 
• Construction 
   Clean Up
• Basement Cleanouts 
• Storage Cleanouts
• Scrap Metal Removal

• Office Cleaning 
• Carpet Cleaning
• Office/Residential 
   Moves 
• Room to Room 
   Moves
• Appliance Moves 
• Furniture Moves

A A R D VA R K
JUNK REMOVAL

WE JUNK IT • MOVE IT • CLEAN IT • RECYCLE IT • SCRAP IT

LOCAL & FAMILY OWNED  •  FULLY INSURED  •  FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text
John Today!

508-395-8369
local expertise you can trust

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & affiliates: 
2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co. 

15
64

62
35

Now Hiring/Willing to Train.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
cbenjamin@allstate.com

401-767-2061
72 South Main Street
Bellingham, MA

401-765-5000
125 Eddie Dowling Highway
North Smithfield, RI

By Matthew Bachtold, Library Direc-
tor and Lee Ann Murphy, Children’s 
Librarian

Upton Library Moving 
April 17 - May 2

In May, Upton Library is 
moving to our new location in 
the Upton Community Center 
at 9 Milford Street.

Library services will be closed 
from April 17 until we reopen 
on May 2.

Holds will be available for 
pickup the week of  April 17 
to April 21. The doors will be 
closed, but call 508-529-6272 
or knock on the door and we’ll 
bring your held items out.

Our collection will be all in 
boxes, so only items requested 
through the hold system will be 
available. Please keep all returns 
until after we re-open. Due dates 
will be extended and you can 
bring items back to us after May 
2 in our new location.

Please email or call Matthew 
Bachtold at mbachtol@cwmars.
org 508-529-6272 if  you have 
questions about specific library 
services during this period.

Tax Forms 
Upton Library has a selection 

of  State and Federal Tax forms 
available.

We have plenty of  the Mas-
sachusetts Resident tax booklets, 
and a limited number of  the 
Federal 1040 tax booklets.

If  you don’t need the full 

booklet, we can print copies of  
any federal forms or schedules 
that you need, or we can help 
you locate the forms on the IRS 
website.

Friends of  the Upton Town 
Library

Friends of  the Upton Town 
Library is busy and growing.  
We meet the First Thursday of  
every month in the library from 
6 - 8 p.m. Our next Meet and 
Greet is April 6. Come find out 
how you can support the library 
and be a Friend! 

Intro to Foraging Program 
– Community event by 
Friends of  Upton Town
Library

Date: March 30 from 6:30 
-  8 p.m.

Location: Upton VFW (15 
Milford Street)

Description: This foraging 
presentation will take us through 
the seasons, focusing on foraging 
safety, beginner-friendly herbals 
and edibles and their uses, how 
to collect and preserve. It will 
also cover foraging ethics, inva-
sive and native species, along 
with species to avoid.

Presenter: Rachel Goclawski, 
Forager, Certified educator, 
State-Certified in Mushroom-
ing, is a Programmer for The 
Museum of  Natural History, 
Sudbury Valley Trustees, New 
England Botanic Garden and 
other organizations.

Special Events
Spring Reading Challenge 

begins on March 18. Kids, 
tweens, and teens can step up 
to the challenge of  reading 5 
titles throughout the spring 
and earn a prize while doing it! 
Participants may return their 
completed challenge sheet to the 
circulation desk to receive their 
prize kit for a birdfeeder craft. 
One prize per participant. Our 
challenge ends May 27.

Library Events – Currently 
held in the Upton Town 
Hall

Starting in May, library 
programs will require pre-reg-
istration. Registration for May 
programs will open April 1. Visit 
our event calendar at uptonli-
brary.org.

Saturday Storytime – 
March 18 1 p.m.

This special afternoon sto-

rytime held in Town Hall is a 
blend of  our Baby and Pre-
school storytimes, with stories, 
songs, and a craft. Best for ages 
2-5.  Drop-in program.

Music & Movement – Select 
Tuesdays 10:30 a.m.

Music & Movement with 
Deb Hudgins will take place 
March 7 and 21 from 10:30 -
11 a.m. Join us for stories, songs, 
and fun. Best for ages 1-5. Par-
tial funding for this program is 
through a grant from Beginning 
Bridges CFCE in Uxbridge.  
Currently, this is a drop-in pro-
gram.

Baby Storytime – Fridays
at 10:30 a.m.

Baby Storytime is for ages 
birth to 3 and is every Friday. 
This is a 20-minute lapsit pro-
gram featuring stories, songs, 
and nursery rhymes.  For ages 
0-3. Currently a drop-in pro-
gram.

Preschool Storytime – 
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.

Preschool Storytime is every 
Thursday and is for ages 3 to 5. 
This is a 30-minute program, 
featuring longer stories, songs, 
rhymes, and crafts. Currently, 
storytimes are drop-in programs.  
For ages 3-5.

Teen Group – Tuesdays
3 p.m.

This group meets weekly 
every Tuesday from 3 - 4 p.m. 

and focuses on a new theme 
each month, sharing books, 
crafts, games, and more. For 
March, our theme will be fan-
tasy! This group is for tweens 
and teens ages 10-16. This is 
always a drop-in program.

Kids’ Book Club – Feb 1,
4 p.m.

Our book club members ex-
plore popular juvenile and pre-
teen titles on the first Wednesday 
of  each month. Join us April 6 
from 4 - 4:45 p.m., to discuss 
the nonfiction series “From an 
Idea to Google/Disney/Nike/
LEGO” by Lowey Bundy Si-
chol. This group is for ages 8-12 
and reads mostly middle grade 
titles. We welcome new mem-
bers all year round. New mem-
bers may contact Mrs. Murphy 
at lmurphy@cwmars.org.

Upton Reads Book Group – 
Town Hall

An eclectic mix of  contem-
porary literary fiction with 
meetings on the second Tuesday 
afternoon and Thursday eve-
ning of  each month. This group 
will meet in person at Upton 
Town Hall, with a Zoom remote 
option.

Tuesday, March 14 at 12:45 
p.m., and Thursday, March 16 
at 6:45 p.m.: The Magnificent Lives 
of  Marjorie Post, by Allison Patak

For more information or 
assistance with any library 
services, call 508-529-6272 or 
email mbachtol@cwmars.org

Upton Town Library Calendar of Events
2 Main Street, Upton   •   508-529-6272   •   UptonLibrary.org
HOURS:  Tues. - Thurs. 10-8   •   Fri. & Sat. 10-4   •   Sun. & Mon. CLOSED

FR  PRESS

Use this
QR CODE

to visit our
NEW Website

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Email us about an upcoming event or about a concern about things

happening around town editor@uptonmendonfreepress.com
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BRADISH
continued from page 1

The home of Polly Dean Bradish (1797-1876) at 10 North Main St. was a 
stop on the Underground Railroad. Source: https://bit.ly/3YYfF53

The Polly Dean Bradish 
House is still occupied today, 
and about 20 years ago Upton 
Historical Society President 
Tom Bair toured the residence.

 “On the second story was a 
kitchen. The door of  a cabinet 
was opened, and you could see 
a removeable panel at the back. 
Behind that was a crawlspace 
leading to the attic.  It’s amazing 
that feature hasn’t been lost to 
renovation,” Bair added. It may 
have been used for hiding a fu-
gitive if  authorities came.

Slavery was ruled illegal in 
Massachusetts in 1780. Some, 
like Bradish, regularly helped 
conceal those escaping bondage 
from other states. The federal 
Fugitive Slave Law enacted in 
1850 levied a $1,000 fine (equal 
to about $38,000 today) and up 
to six months in jail for abettors, 
and the escapee was returned to 
their life in slavery.

Because safe houses needed 
to be kept secret, records 
documenting the Underground 
Railroad are scarce. Bradish is 
named in “A Journey Through 
Upton Memories,” published 
in 2014 by the Upton Historical 
Society. William Brown, a “pas-
senger” on the railroad who later 
became a noted public speaker, 
said he was concealed at the 
Bradish home one night, not 
long before the Civil War began. 
Then, “At three o’clock the next 
morning, Harvey [Ruggles] har-
nessed his team and carried the 
slave to a friend in Hopkinton, 
who was another secret agent on 
the same route.” Ruggles was a 
fellow abolitionist in Upton and 
his “team” was likely horses car-
rying a wagon filled with hay on 
top of  the fugitive.

Though Bradish was outspo-
ken about her surreptitious ac-
tivities, she was never caught.

Bradish had been an active 
abolitionist for many years, and 
in the 1850s, joined the Worces-
ter County South Division 
Anti-Slavery Society, according 
to the town’s National Register 
of  Historic Places registration 
form filed with the National 
Park Service when creating the 
Upton Center Historic District. 
Events hosted by the organiza-
tion featured fiery speeches and 
served as a means to raise funds 
for the movement. Bradish was 
also known for singing at these 
events, as a way to warm up the 
crowd.

She was an in-demand 
speaker at the society and in 
Upton, and helped to secure 
prominent guests. Most re-
nowned, Frederick Douglass 
spoke at the Upton Anti-Slavery 
Fair in 1844.

Many contemporaries ad-
mired Bradish, while others 
shunned her. Even in northern 
states, some favored slavery, 
benefiting from the lower cost 
of  goods produced under slav-
ery in the south. Leading up 
to the Civil War, an increasing 
majority in Upton supported 
abolition, persuaded by Bradish 
and her compatriots.

While the Bradish home 
remains intact, Polly’s contribu-
tions to helping end slavery will 
stand much longer.

For more information about 
the abolitionist movement in 
Upton, and Bradish specifi-
cally, visit the Upton Historical 
Society at 2 N. Main Street or 
on Facebook at UptonHistori-
calSociety

The town’s application for 
the historic district can be found 
at https://bit.ly/3YYfF53.

Women's History Month

 Book cover and Appen-
dix XVI from “Address 
Delivered at the Unitar-
ian Church, in Uxbridge, 
Mass., in 1864 with 
further statements, not 
made a part of the ad-
dress, but included in the 
notes by Henry Chapin, 
Edited by Rushton Dash-
wood Burr” (1881) which 
includes text on page 172 
referring to “the wife of 
Josiah” (aka Lydia Chapin 
Taft born in Mendon), 
who is purported to have 
cast the first female vote, 
in 1756. 

Chapin, edited by Rushton 
Dashwood Burr.”

Prior to Taft’s vote, only 
one other woman – Margaret 
Brent of  Maryland Colony in 
1647 – had been known to try 
but had been thwarted. After 
Taft’s pioneering vote, there 
are no indications it prompted 
attempts by other women, or 
even any attention, until Chap-
in’s book.

Women were legally al-
lowed to vote for the first time 

in 1776 in New Jersey, though 
the right was rescinded 27 
years later. Starting in the mid-
1800s, prolonged campaigning 
by suffragists led some towns 
and states to grant voting 
rights to women. By 1920, the 
efforts culminated in the 19th 
amendment to the United 
States Constitution, guarantee-
ing women suffrage.

To recognize her as Amer-
ica’s First Woman Voter, in 
2004 the Massachusetts legisla-
ture designated Route 146A as 
the Lydia Taft Highway.

There have been questions 

about the honor because no 
town records reflect Taft’s mo-
mentous vote.

“There was likely at least a 
kernel of  truth,” Schofield sur-
mised. “Maybe a conversation 
where she informally influ-
enced the outcome, later to be 
described as a vote.” 

Regardless of  the facts from 
1756, Chapin’s retelling had a 
powerful influence. Lydia Taft 
is now part of  the continuum 
leading to women’s suffrage.

The full text of  the Burr’s 
book can be found at https://
bit.ly/3IzhkXS. 

TAFT
continued from page 3

Bishop Feehan 
Announces its 
Second Quarter 
Honor Roll 
Upton resident Keira 
Kayrouz receives honors

Bishop Feehan Vice Prin-
cipal for Academics Charlotte 
Lourenco is proud to an-
nounce the Honor Roll stu-
dents for the second quarter. 

Honorees include Keira 
Kayrouz, grade 10, of  Upton. 

Honor Roll is a recognition 
of  high-performing students 
based on the student’s overall 
average in any given quarter, 
regardless of  the levels of  their 
classes. Bishop Feehan has 
three levels of  Honor Roll. 
First Honors is awarded to 
students whose overall aver-
age in that quarter is grade 
93.00 or higher, Second Hon-
ors is grade 90.00 or higher, 
and Third Honors is 85.00 
or higher, with no individual 
grade below 80.
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1 Menfi Way, Hopedale  •  508-381-3292  •  myhopedalepizza.com

$5 OFF 
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VALID ON FOOD ONLY
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Upton Men’s
Softball Sign-ups

Upton Garden Plots 
are Available for 2023 
Growing Season

Do you want the joy of  rais-
ing your own local food, but 
don’t have space for a garden of  
your own? Then join us at the 
Upton Community Garden.

Most plots are 4 feet by 16 
feet raised beds for growing 
organic vegetables, flowers 
and herbs. Plots are available 
to Upton residents and Upton 
based community groups. El-
evated beds may be available 
for gardeners who have dif-
ficulty accessing the standard 

height beds. There is a $10 
participation fee to defray 
costs.

Available plots will be as-
signed by lottery. A number of  
plots are reserved for individuals 
with disabilities, seniors, and 
community groups. Please indi-
cate if  you fit into one of  these 
categories.

To sign up for the 2023 
season send a note to Commu-
nityGarden@uptonma.gov by 
April 1. 

Upton Men’s Softball will 
hold signups for its Sunday 
morning league on March 25 
from noon to 6 p.m. at the Rose 
Garden.

For more information, con-
tact Rick Rankins at 508-509- 5473 or rickrankins@yahoo.com

Mendon Senior Center Programs - March 2023
Qigong - New Session 

Starting
Wednesday, March 15 at
10 a.m.
The Mendon Senior Cen-

ter is pleased to offer another 
session of  this popular fitness 
program. Qigong (pronounced 
Chee-gong) according to 
instructor Faith Kennedy is 
“meditation in motion.” It 
utilizes gentle stretching and 
breathing exercises. Upon 
finishing this class students 
will feel relaxed yet energized. 
Participants will be seated for 
the majority of  the class. The 
cost of  this eight week session 
is $40 payable to the instructor. 
Please stop by the center or call 
Melissa Rezek at 508-478-6175 
to register.

New Program! Fun & 
Functional Fitness

Mondays, 9 a.m. Beginning
March 20
This six-week grant funded 

class is designed to introduce 
people to basic functional 
movements, focusing on build-
ing a body capable of  doing 
real-life activities in real-life 
positions. Everyday movements 
such as balancing, walking, 
lifting, pushing, pulling, bend-
ing, twisting, turning, standing, 
starting, stopping, climbing, 
and lunging will be made easier 
while training to improve func-
tional strength. There will be 
special considerations provided 
for people with physical limita-
tions (such as arthritis). Another 
component will be incorpo-
rating fun cognitive actives 
throughout the class. Set to up-
beat music, the class, designed 
for all levels, will also introduce 
sedentary individuals back into 

performing and functioning at 
a more healthy level. Class size 
is limited and first time par-
ticipants will have preference. 
Please stop by the center or call 
Melissa Rezek at 508-478-6175 
to register. 

Instructor Christine Bositis 
brings to her clients over 35 
years of  experience in the field 
of  Group Fitness. She has been 
a Gold Certified (from the 
American Exercise Association) 
Group exercise Instructor since 
1986.  She has also been certi-
fied as a Spin instructor and 
Senior Fitness Instructor. As a 
former Human Resources pro-
fessional and trainer, she brings 
a unique understanding of  the 
importance of  work-life bal-
ance to her fitness programs.

Music Bingo & Pizza
Luncheon

Thursday, March 30 at
11 a.m.
Join us for a trip down mem-

ory lane with Music Bingo by 
Good Thomas. Enjoy the songs 
of  the 50’s, 60’s and more. You 
may even win a prize. This re-
turning program is generously 
sponsored by the Friends of  
Mendon Elders. The cost of  
the pizza luncheon following is 
$5 per person. Please register 
for one or both programs. Call 
508-478-6175 or stop by the 
senior center to register for one 
or both programs. Transporta-
tion is available for Mendon 
residents.

Historical Women
presented by Sheryl Faye

Eleanor Roosevelt
Wednesday April 12, 1 p.m.
After suffering through an 

unhappy childhood, and losing 

her parents 
and one of  
her broth-
ers, Eleanor 
Roosevelt 
figured out 
where she 
fit in and 
could make 
a difference. 
She grew up and became an 
American politician. She was 
the longest serving First Lady 
of  the United States. She 
advocated for expanded roles 
for women in the workplace, 
the civil rights of  African 
Americans and Asian Ameri-
cans, and the rights of  World 
War II refugees. She became 
one of  the first delegates to 
The United Nations and one 
of  the top ten most admired 
people of  the 20th century. In 
a return engagement to the 
Mendon Senior Center, Sheryl 
Faye will present Eleanor Roo-
sevelt on Wednesday. April 12 
at 1 p.m. 

The Mendon Cultural 
Council, a member of  the 
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil, has generously approved 
this grant-funded program. 
Please stop by or call the Senior 
Center at 508-478-6175 to reg-
ister for this free event. Reserve 
early, space is limited.

Mendon Yoga
The Mendon Senior Cen-

ter is pleased to announce the 
return of  evening yoga. These 
one-hour classes are taught by 
instructor Faith Kennedy and 
will begin on April 11 at 6 p.m. 
The cost is $65 for 8 weeks. 
To register, call 508-478-6175 
or stop by the Mendon Senior 
Center. Space is limited.

Eleanor Roosevelt
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"Our district could face a 
cyberthreat at any time, so this 
training is vital to making sure 
our staff remains up to date with 
best practices and keeps us digi-
tally secure,” Superintendent 
Cohen said. “Thank you to the 
Office of  Municipal and School 
Technology for providing this 
opportunity.”

Overall, the 2023 program 
will provide over 57,000 em-
ployees from 177 municipalities 
and public school districts across 
the Commonwealth with critical 

cybersecurity training.
“Our administration is 

committed to providing com-
munities across Massachusetts 
with the resources they need to 
defend their technology against 
potential cyber threats,” said 
Gov. Maura Healey. “We are 
thrilled to see municipal leaders 
from across the Commonwealth 
prioritize cybersecurity by pro-
viding this vital training to their 
employees. Our administration 
will continue to advocate for 
resources to further support our 
partners in municipal govern-
ment to meet the needs of  the 
constituents they serve.” 

For more on the Municipal 
Cybersecurity Awareness Grant 
Program, visit https://bit.
ly/3xRKOeQ 

Source: www.mursd.org

Mendon-Upton Regional School 
District Named Recipient of 
2023 Municipal Cybersecurity 
Awareness Grant

Offering dignified service to 
those of all faiths in Upton, Mendon and 
the surrounding communities since 1902

45 Main Street, Upton, MA 01568
508-529-6992  •  uptonfunerals.com

David A. Pickering  •  Andrew D. Pickering 
Funeral Directors
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Nipmuc Regional
Drama Guild Spends
Vacation Building Sets 

The Nipmuc Regional Drama Guild used their vacation week 
to work on their sets for their upcoming spring production of 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast. Both parents and students got 
together to paint, build and assemble sets and create eye-
catching costumes for the production which will be March 24 
at 7 p.m., March 25 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and March 26 at 2 p.m. 
following a meet and greet with your favorite characters at 
12:30 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the door $15 for adults 
and $10 for students you can also get your tickets now at
ticketstage.com. Come and be our guest! Courtesy photos

Superintendent Maureen 
Cohen is pleased to announce 
that the Mendon-Upton Re-
gional School District has 
been named a recipient in the 
2023 Municipal Cybersecurity 
Awareness Grant Program.  

The Municipal Cybersecu-
rity Awareness Grant Program, 
offered by the state EOTSS Of-
fice of  Municipal and School 
Technology, supports the efforts 
of  municipalities and school dis-
tricts to improve overall cyberse-
curity posture.

Awards were announced on 
Friday, February 9.

Program participants begin 
their training with an initial 
cyber strength assessment to 
measure baseline cybersecurity 
awareness. Following the as-
sessments, periodic assessments 
consisting of  training modules 
and simulated phishing email 
campaigns help participants 
build good cyber hygiene habits 
to increase their awareness of  
deceptive techniques used by 
bad actors to gain unauthorized 
access to government systems. 
At the end of  the program, par-
ticipants complete a final cyber 
strength assessment to measure 
their progress. 

LOOKING TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS?
Contact Susanne

508-954-8148  •  sue@sodellconsult.com
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SCHOOLS
offer laser-assisted bladeless 
cataract surgery?  We do!

7.  What type of implant am 
I going to get?  Different 
lens implants can be used 
during cataract surgery 
with different materials, 
quality and ability to reduce 
your need for glasses. 
Ask your referring pro-
vider about his/her surgeon 
choice of  implants. Our 
center was the first in the 
greater Boston area to offer 
the new diffractive and 
extended-focus implants.  
With those implants you 
can see clearly at distance, 
close and intermediate like 
your phone and computer 
screen with little or no 
dependance on glasses.

8.  Will my need to wear 
glasses be reduced?  Cata-
ract surgery is a wonderful 
opportunity to limit or elimi-
nate your need for glasses. 
As the surgeon removes the 
cataract, there is an oppor-
tunity to replace the cloudy 
lens with a special high-tech 
implant able to achieve this 
goal. Ask your referring pro-
vider about his/her surgeon 
of  choice ability to achieve 
those goals. Our center has 
many happy and glasses free 
patients.

9.  Will I have stitches?  It is 
ideal to eliminate the need 
for stitches such as the sur-
gery is a no-stitch surgery. 
Placing a stitch can be com-
plicated by stitch induced 
astigmatism, a foreign body 
sensation and a broken and 
irritating stitch. Ask your 
referring provider if  his/
her surgeon of  choice is 
still using stitches. 100% of  
our cataract procedures are 
stich-free. 

10. What will be my vision on 
day 1 after the surgery?  
One of  the measurements 
defining quality of  out-
comes after cataract surgery 
is the quality of  vision on 
day 1 after the surgery. Sur-
geons should strive to make 
the vision correct to as close 
to best as possible on day 1.  
Ask your referring provider 
about his/her surgeon of  
choice ability to achieve this 
outcome. Our center has 
many patients with happy 
20/20 vision on day 1 after 
cataract surgery.
Cataract surgery is all about 

better precision, more safety 
and excellent outcomes. At Mil-
ford Franklin Eye Center, Dr. 
Kaldawy is proud to have been 
the first surgeon in the area 
and among the first in Massa-
chusetts to offer bladeless laser 
assisted cataract surgery and 
the first surgeon in the greater 
Boston area to implant the Pan-

Optix and Vivity lens implants. 
We have trained local and out-
of-state surgeons on how to per-
form cataract surgery. We offer 
bladeless laser cataract surgery. 
We implant high quality pre-
mium lenses, with correction 
for distance, near and every-
thing in between. Many cases 
of  astigmatism are no longer 
a problem. Our percentage of  
posterior capsule complications 
and infections is one of  the 
lowest in the Nation. No longer 
need to travel hours for your 
cataract surgery! We operate in 
a state-of-the-art surgery center 
in Milford offering bladeless 
laser cataract surgery. Our sur-
gery center passed certification 
and accreditation by the most 
rigorous State and National 
accreditation agencies. 100% 
of  the surgeries are performed 
under topical anesthesia, so 
only drops, no need for shots 
and no need for stitches. Brand 
new gorgeous office in Franklin 
and 2 other locations in Milford 
and Millis. Over 30 thousand 
procedures performed and 7 
providers with your interest 
in mind offering the best cost-
efficient surgical care in an am-
bulatory surgery center closer 
to home.

For more details, see our ad 
on page 7.

Sponsored articles are submitted 
by our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  
this article.

EYES
continued from page 9
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BVT Robotics Team 
Receives $3,000 Grant 
from Bayer Fund
Support STEM Education through
FIRST® Robotics 

Blackstone Valley Regional Vocational Technical High School's Robotics 
team received a grant to benefit Team 61, The Intimidator.
Courtesy photo

The robotics team at Black-
stone Valley Regional Voca-
tional Technical High School 
(BVT) is the proud recipient of  
a grant. Bayer Fund, a philan-
thropic arm of  Bayer, recently 
awarded a one-time $3,000 
grant supporting Team 61, The 
Intimidator's participation in the 
FIRST® Robotics competitions 
to enhance their skills in science 
and engineering.

Bayer Fund is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
strengthening the communi-
ties where Bayer customers and 
employees live and work by 
providing funding for food and 
nutrition, education, and com-
munity development projects. 
This grant will allow students to 
participate in FIRST® Robot-
ics educational programs and 
competitions. FIRST® enables 
teams of  students to compete 
with others in building, design-
ing, and programming their own 
robots to perform preassigned 
tasks, giving students a chance 
to get involved with real-world 
engineering. 

"As a Bayer Fund grant 
recipient, Team 61 will en-
hance their skills in science and 

engineering," said Robotics 
Team Advisor Michael Norton. 
"Our students will participate 
in FIRST® Competitions in 
March utilizing the Bayer Fund 
funding at the 2023 NE District 
SE Mass Event FIRST Robot-
ics Competition in Bridgewater, 
MA, and the Western NE Event 
in Springfield, MA." 

Bayer Fund's sponsorship 
of  FIRST® Robotics teams 
continues the nonprofit's inten-
tional support of  programs that 
improve STEM education. Over 
the past five years, Bayer Fund 
has contributed over $35 million 
to STEM outreach efforts.

"The FIRST® Robotics 
program helps provide the nec-
essary skills for young students 
to become STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and 
math) leaders," said Al Mitchell, 
President of  Bayer Fund. "This 
program not only inspires in-
novation but provides life capa-
bilities such as communication 
and self-confidence. Bayer Fund 
is proud to provide grants to 
student teams to encourage their 
development into future scien-
tists, engineers, and computer 
programmers."
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© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Any Room, Any 
Home, Anywhere

 In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork.     
We provide energy-efficient heating and air-conditioning.

Consider installing a Mitsubishi Electric Ductless System! 
These systems provide year-round comfort and are up to 
40% more efficient than traditional systems. 

We offer 0% Financing and Rebates through Mass Save.

We are an Elite Diamond Contractor, offering the 12 &12 
Warranty Program, as we have reached the highest level 
of accreditation, training, and hands-on expertise. 

Call us for a free estimate 
508-473-6648

 www.boucherenergy.com

Mendon-Upton Regional School District Shares Success of Annual 
Nipmuc High School Science and Engineering Symposium

Students from Nipmuc Regional High School present projects dur-
ing the annual symposium. Photo courtesy of Mendon-Upton Regional 
School District 

Superintendent Maureen 
Cohen is pleased to share that 
Nipmuc Regional High School 
hosted a successful Science and 
Engineering Symposium on 
January 19. 

More than 220 students 
participated in the symposium, 
where they presented their 
projects centered on science 
and engineering. About 150 
projects highlighted a variety 
of  topics including: drinking 
water issues, chemotherapy 
treatment, eco-friendly energy, 
enhanced learning, and solar 
radiation on the moon.

Participating students are 
studying Anatomy & Physi-
ology, AP Biology, Biotech-
nology, CHEMgineering, 
Chemistry, Engineering 1 and 

Abigail Gibbons, Jorvan Uppal, and Jonathan Baham from Nipmuc 
Regional High School stand with their symposium project on “Develop-
ing a Closed-Loop Life Support System for the Moon.” Photo courtesy of 
Mendon-Upton Regional School District 

Mark Calabrese from Nipmuc Regional High School presents their sym-
posium project to their peers. Photo courtesy of Mendon-Upton Regional 
School District 

2, Engineering Solutions to 
Disease, Independent research 
projects, and Marine Studies. 
“The Science and Engineer-

ing Symposium is a culminat-
ing showcase of  learning that 
always leaves me in awe,” 
Superintendent Cohen said. 
“I’m always so impressed by 
the depth of  knowledge of  our 
students, who used their skills 
to address the challenges of  the 

world around them.”
Teachers, students and more 

than 120 parents and commu-
nity members attended.

“Everyone in the Science 
Department is extremely 
proud of  our students and 
the positive feedback they 

received from the attendees,” 
said Science Teacher James 
Gorman, who coordinated the 
symposium. “We as a school 
look forward to continuing this 
tradition and seeing even more 
exciting research in the future.” 

Source: www.mursd.org 

Golf Lessons Available
15 North Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019

www.chamberlainpines.com
(508) 966-2187                        chamberlainpines@gmail.com

4

The Upton Mendon Free Press 
is currently seeking freelance 
writers who live in the area
and are interested in writing
for our publication. If interested, 
please send a résumé
and writing sample to editor@
UptonMendonfreepress.com
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
Service Work • Repairs • Boilers

Water Heaters • Remodeling
New Construction • Air Conditioning

Heat Pumps • Mini-Splits

Quality & Trust Since 1949

We provide 0% interest loans & rebates of
up to $10,000 through Mass Save

Fully licensed and insured

CONTACT US TODAY! 
508-875-3413

ShahoodPlumbing.com

PLUMBING - HEATING - COOLING

Family Owned and Operated
for 3 Generations

Type III Funeral Director /Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757

MURSD Spanish Immersion
Program Prepares for 26th Year
By Scott Calzolaio

Since 1997, the Mendon-
Upton Regional School District 
(MURSD) has been offering 
their youngest students the op-
portunity to start down a path 
of  biliteracy.

The Spanish Immersion 
program at MURSD starts at 
the kindergarten level, where 
students learn 100 percent of  
lessons in Spanish. Spots in the 
coveted program are always in 
demand, and students are cho-
sen by lottery.

The program touts a unique 
opportunity for students to 
learn a second language while 
still receiving a comprehensive 

education. The program is de-
signed to immerse students in a 
Spanish-speaking environment, 
allowing them to develop native-
like fluency in reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening.

Students enrolled in the 
program will learn all lessons 
fully in Spanish until grade 3, 
where the percentage of  Eng-
lish speaking classes begins to 
progressively increase until high 
school.

“Many Spanish Immer-
sion students continue with the 
language through high school 
where courses are specifically 
designed with the immersion 
philosophy in mind,” accord-

ing to a post made on the 
“MURSD Spanish Immersion” 
website. “Research shows many 
benefits to being bilingual, from 
cognitive enhancement to global 
awareness.”

One of  the key benefits of  a 
Spanish immersion program is 
that students develop the ability 
to think in a second language, 
which is a highly valuable skill, 
notes the website. By thinking in 
a second language, students are 
able to become more proficient 
communicators and are better 
able to navigate multicultural 

Nursing Students Pinned as Part of Practical Nursing Program
Blackstone Valley Tech holds ceremony packed with promise 

It requires a solid education, 
skill, and compassion to become 
a nurse and care for patients. 
The Moonlight Program in 
Practical Nursing at Blackstone 
Valley Regional Vocational 
Technical High School (BVT) 
is challenging and rewarding. 
Its graduates will tell you that 
pursuing life-changing training 
takes perseverance, dedication, 
and hard work.

The adult evening program 
recently recognized the achieve-
ments of  the Class of  2023 dur-
ing a pinning ceremony held at 
the school. Twenty proud gradu-
ates were pinned and received 
their nursing certificates, marking 
the culmination of  one and a 
half  years and over 1,090 hours 

of  instruction balanced with 
work and family obligations. 

The ceremony began with a 
warm welcome from Practical 
Nursing Coordinator Joann L. 
Monks, MBA, MSc, RN-BC, 
RMA, who spoke highly of  the 
program and the accomplish-
ments of  the graduates, faculty, 
and staff to meet the objectives 
of  the program. Monks said, 
"This class is beyond prepared 
to test for the National Council 
Licensure Examination-Practi-
cal Nurses exam. We're proud 
of  all you have accomplished in 
our time together."

Superintendent-Director Dr. 
Michael F. Fitzpatrick spoke 
about the need for skilled nurses. 
He said, "Well-trained, you are 

a valuable resource for the resi-
dents, hospitals, and health care 
providers of  the Blackstone Val-
ley and beyond." He also recog-
nized two students, who chose to 
attend BVT not once but twice, 
graduates of  BVT's Health Ser-
vices program, Amanda Scott 
(Class of  2004) and Emily Don-
nelly (Class of  2019).

Class President Mary Driscoll 
gave a Class Address. The 
guest speaker, Assistant Nurs-
ing Director at Sterling Vil-
lage, Jonathan Boutwell, LPN, 

congratulated the graduates 
on their journey to becoming 
nurses and making a difference. 
In addition to the presentation 
of  the certificates and pins, fac-
ulty and legislative awards (the 
Massachusetts House of  Rep-
resentatives Muradian, Murray, 
and Soter) provided certificates, 
and Prosper Amoah, Catherine 
Kagunda, and Tracey Silva re-
ceived the Faculty Recognition 
Award. Representing the Com-
monwealth of  Massachusetts, 
Senators Ryan Fattman and 

Michael Moore congratulated 
the graduates on their chosen 
professions and promising ca-
reers as nurses.  

If  you're ready to take that 
next step toward a new and 
exciting career, one of  the 
Moonlight Programs might be 
for you. The Practical Nursing 
program serves adult learners 
in District, out of  District, and 
out of  State.

For more information, 
visit www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
practicalnursing.

The Moonlight Program in Practical Nursing Class of 2023. Back row: Prosper Amoah, Mary Driscoll, Em-
manuel Leke, Michaedis Ateawung, Emily Donnelly, and Jill Keddy. Middle row: Tawanda Small, Jane Natabi, 
Kaleigh Ndawula, Amanda Scott, Ashley Cormier, and Lisa Barton-Ramos. Front row: Kristen Perham, Kerry 
Devine, Dawn Atchue, Tracy Silva, Michelle Kluesner, and Catherine Kagunda.  Not pictured: Jaqueline Eller 
and Kelly Schroeder-Mullett. Courtesy photo.
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MURSD School Building Highlights 

Compiled by Scott Calzolaio
Nipmuc High School

Congratulations to Mr. 
Gorman and the Engineering 
2 students who were featured 
last week on WBZ-TV, CBS 
Boston News for their “Eye On 
Education” segment. This seg-
ment highlighted the incredible 
achievements of  Mr. Gorman's 
Engineering 2 class, which re-
cently earned runner-up in an 
international competition for 

2022 World Space Week. It also 
covered the unique and amaz-
ing collaboration between our 
students and bluShift Aerospace 
on their MAREVL 2.0 engine, 
which is currently under de-
velopment. If  you missed last 
week's segment, you can find it 
at https://cbsn.ws/3KSHyYr.

Notes from the School Nurse: 
Extra COVID Food Funds to 
End - Federal extra COVID 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) benefits 
for families ended on March 2. 

Miscoe Hill Middle School
Spring sports registration 

opened February 9. Baseball, 
softball and track and field are of-
fered for seventh and eighth grade 

only. Navigate to the most recent 
newsletter on the school website 
to find the registration form.

On May 13, the Best Bud-
dies group will be walking at 
Polar Park in Worcester to raise 
money for Best Buddies Inter-
national and awareness of  inclu-
sion. School leaders encourage 
everyone to join them. If  inter-
ested in joining, Navigate to the 
most recent newsletter on the 
school website to find the regis-
tration form.

Save the dates:
March 17- Teacher PD, No 
School/Full Release for Stu-
dents
April 6- ELA MCAS
April 11- ELA MCAS
May 9- Math MCAS

May 11- Math MCAS
May 15- Science MCAS 
(Grades 5 & 8 Only)
May 18- Science MCAS 
(Grades 5 & 8 Only)

Henry P. Clough Elementary
The Department of  Mental 

Health has launched a new 
Behavioral Health Help Line 
that people can call or text at 
833-773-2445. It is available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week 
in more than 200 languages. 
The help line can help indi-
viduals and families navigate 
the behavioral health system 
and access treatment, includ-
ing mobile crisis services. For 
more information, please see the 
FAQ at www.masshelpline.com/

faq/. Anyone with questions or 
concerns about the help line can 
email the help line director at 
Mio.Tamanaha@mass.gov.

Memorial Elementary
Specialists Night will be 

returning to Memorial School 
this year on May 25. Join in for 
a fun evening showcasing the 
children’s work from their spe-
cialist classes. Music and physi-
cal education will have specific 
times designated by last name 
and grade level. Visit art, library, 
and technology showcases at 
your leisure. 

Last names A-M will show-
case from 5 - 5:55 p.m.

Last names N-Z will show-
case from 6:05 - 7 p.m.

environments.
For English-speaking par-

ents interested in the prospect, 
homework instructions are 
provided in both English and 
Spanish in the early grades, 
but students are encouraged 
to take responsibility for their 
own learning as they progress, 
helping children develop inde-
pendence and self-reliance as 
learners.

While some parents may 
have concerns about their child's 
English language develop-
ment in a Spanish immersion 
program, according to the site, 
research shows that students 
in these programs typically 
perform as well as their peers 
on standardized tests. Students 
must take standardized tests in 

English per the Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts, so their Eng-
lish language skills are still being 
assessed and developed.

Ultimately, Spanish immer-
sion programs offer a valuable 
opportunity for students to 
develop language skills and a 
multicultural perspective that 
will benefit them throughout 
their lives.

Registration for the fall 2023 
Kindergarten Spanish Immer-
sion program has passed  but 
prospective fall 2024 Kinder-
garten parents can request the 
program during Kindergarten 
registration. Prior to registra-
tion, parents are encouraged 
to attend both Kindergarten 
Information Nights and the 
Spanish Immersion Information 
Night to learn more about the 
program.  

For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/3kooXbC 
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UPTON HOME IMPROVEMENT

Detailed & Meticulous
Reasonable Rates 

Call Mauricio

508.202.8602 MA  HIC.#169427FULLY INSURED

• Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
• Basement Finished
• Window & Door Replacement
• Wood Flooring Installation & Refinishing
• Deck Replacement and Repair
• Siding - Roof 
• Masonry – Walk Way & Patio
• Power Washing
• Painting • Carpentry

Cosmetic & Family Dentistry 
Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

parkplacedentalma.com 
54 Hopedale St., Suite 8, Hopedale 

Additional location in Hopkinton – HopkintonDMD.com

John C. Park, DMD

508-473-6500 

Welcoming 

NEW 
Patients

u  Cleaning & Exams 
u	Fillings 
u	Invisalign® 
u	Teeth Whitening 
u	Bridges 
u	One-Day Crowns
u	Children Welcome 

Pictured here are the Nipmuc Girls Track relay teams that qualified for the meet of champions. Courtesy photo

Record Breaking Season for Nipmuc Girls Track
By Chris Villani
Sports Writer

The Nipmuc girls’ winter 
track and field program started 
to see glimpses of  how good it 
could be last season when the 
Warriors placed just outside the 
top-10 in the state. This year, 
with some experienced veterans 
and perhaps the most talented 
group of  young runners in 
the state, the team broke half  
a dozen records, won a third 
straight Dual Valley Conference 
title, and finished as one of  the 
top five teams in its division 
statewide.

“I don’t know the full history 
of  Nipmuc track and field, but I 
would say this is one of  the best 
seasons we have ever had,” said 
head coach Justin Townsend. 
“The future looked bright last 
year and, this year, it was fulfilled.”

The season came to a close 
with Nipmuc sending three 
relay teams to the meet of  
champions. The 4x400 quartet 
of  Kyah Montano, Anya Mon-
tano, Jessica Casey, and Emma 
Watts broke the school record 
by three seconds. The best news 
for Nipmuc, Kyah Montano is 
the oldest member of  the team 
and she’s just a sophomore.

That relay team put Nipmuc 
over the top in the DVC title 
meet, when a win in the 4x400 
was the difference in outlasting 
Whitinsville Christian.

“The girls are as good as you 
can get,” Townsend said. “They 
are deep in the sprints. Our 
cross country team has filtered 
into our track program now, 
and we have a pretty deep dis-
tance team. And our throws are 
coming along as well.”

Gianna Yordonopoulos fin-
ished up a five-year career with 
Nipmuc this winter, setting a 
school record in the state meet 
and placing in the event. Emma 
Nadolski, another veteran, 
bounced back from an injury 
to anchor the state-qualifying 
4x800 team, qualify for states in 
the mile and capture a district 
title in that event.

Freshman Riley Restic 
emerged as a top hurdler, finish-
ing sixth in the state meet and 
leading a strong hurdling crew 
coached by newcomer assistant 
Jose Dos Santos. Amelia Squires 
qualified for states in the shot 
put and is approaching a school 
record.

The Warriors finished as 
the runner up in the relay meet 
and also placed second in the 
District E Division I state meet, 
falling just short against a much 
larger school in Wachusett. 

While Nipmuc will be 
graduating some strong seniors, 
Townsend said the program 
has done well in recent years 
to replace the talent lost with 
younger athletes.

“We have worked hard to de-
velop the climate and culture by 
having athletes with a passion 
for the sport, who enjoy coming 
to practice every day, and that’s 
produced results,” Townsend 
said. “It can only get better 
from here.”
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15 West Union Street, Ashland
1 Lumber Street, Suite 201, Hopkinton

196 E. Main Street, Milford (in The Gym)
www.platinumptma.com

Call to schedule an appointment today:

508-881-6750 

Attention

CrossFit
Athletes!!

Looking for rehab with  
professionals who understand  

the movement demands 
 of your sport? 

Let us help you get back 

  to the sport you love sooner!

BVT Group Helps Medway Hockey Manage Tough Slate

Eight players from Blackstone Valley Tech are part of the Medway team. They include, back row-Bern, Mc-
Cann, White, Turcotte. Front row- McGovern, Cournoyer, Reneau, Gledhill. Courtesy photo

By Chris Villani
Sports Writer

Medway girls’ ice hockey 
head coach Karl Infanger 
wanted to test his team this sea-
son and put his players through 
one of  the toughest schedules in 
the state. The Mustangs co-op 
responded with a record above 
.500 and a number 16 ranking 
in the state at the end of  the 
regular season.

“We faced off against prob-
ably three of  the top five teams 
in division II and two of  the top 
teams in division I,” Infanger 
said. “We wanted to make sure 
this team was battle tested going 
into the state tournament. We 
knew there would be times when 
we took our lumps, but we are 
better for it.”

Medway, which has eight 
players from Blackstone Valley 
Tech, was competitive through-
out the season. A majority of  the 
team’s eight losses were by a sin-
gle goal and the Mustangs took 
teams like perennial D1 power-
house Shrewsbury to the wire.

BVT sophomore Ella Mc-
Cann has been a big part of  the 
Mustangs’ success as the team’s 
goalie this winter.

“She has been phenomenal 

all year,” Infanger said. “She is 
one of  the best goalies around 
and she hasn’t given up more 
than three goals in a game 
the entire year. Her job is to 
put us in position to win the 
game and she has been able to 
do that every single game this 
year.”

A pair of  Valley Tech players 
have helped boost the Medway 
offense, with juniors Breanna 
Reneau and Lily Turcotte adding 
to the team’s attack along with 
sophomore Skylar Cournoyer.

A number of  BVT skaters 
have also given the Mustangs 
one of  the deepest blue lines 
in the area. Macyn White, Mi-
chaela Gledhill, and Abigail 
McGovern have all logged sig-
nificant minutes on defense.

“They have made a tremen-
dous impact,” Infanger said. 
“We are able to run about six 
or seven defenders sometimes 
and all three of  them have been 
great.”

The Medway co-op brings 
together four different schools. 
In addition to the host school 
and BVT, the team has athletes 
from Ashland and Holliston. 
Getting the group to gel quickly 
is always a challenge, but In-

fanger said the captains made 
the job much easier this winter, 
including BVT senior forward 
Julia Bern, who also ranked 
among the team’s top scoring 
threats.

“When they talk into the 
rink, we have that team mental-
ity,” Infanger said. “It doesn’t 

matter what school you’re from 
or if  you just played against 
one of  your teammates in field 
hockey a month earlier, when 
you walk through that door, 
you’re a Mustang.”

The team-first mentality has 
allowed Medway’s players to 
form a strong bond despite com-

ing from different schools. He 
credited the leadership of  the 
veteran players, like Bern.

“All of  the captains have 
done a tremendous job in mak-
ing sure all four schools are one 
team,” Infanger said. "It’s been 
great to have that strong leader-
ship from the captains."

George’s Surf &Turf
NOW OPEN

Spring’s just around the corner and so are we!
We’re located on Route 16 at the Redwood in Mendon. 

Our order window is open Mon.-Sat. at 11am and Sundays at noon. 
For take-out orders or more info., call 508-473-2125

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

•Haddock
•Shrimp
•Scallops
•Whole Clams
•Clam Strips
•Clam Cakes

•Chicken Fingers
•Onion Rings
•Fries
•Burgers
•Hot Dogs

Serving:

ASK ABOUT OUR 
DAILY SPECIALS

including our daily Vegetarian Special

For Healthy Heartswe use only 100% unsalted cholesterol-free vegetable oil.

It’s 
that time
of year
again!

George’s Surf ‘n Turf
          Serving the Best from Land ‘n Sea

AT THE REDWOOD DRIVE-IN • Route 16, Mendon

•New England Clam Chowder
•Lobster Rolls
•Ice Cream
....and more!

               FREE Order of Onion Rings
                 on Any Rainy Day*

                                    *WITH ANY PURCHASE & THIS AD
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DOUBLE 
THE VALUE OF 

Your Tax REFUND! 
UP TO A TOTAL OF $3,000*

AS PART OF OUR MILLION DOLLAR SAVINGS EVENT 
IMPERIAL WILL

OVER 
$75 MILLION DOLLARS 

IN INVENTORY

NEARLY 
$10 MILLION DOLLARS 

IN DISCOUNTS
OVER 

2,000 VEHICLES 
DISCOUNTED 
FOR THIS EVENT

DISCOUNTS UP TO  
$15,000  
OR AS MUCH AS 

30% OFF!

PUT  $1,500 DOWN

$3,000
WE’LL MAKE IT A

*IMPERIAL WILL MATCH DOWN PAYMENT UP TO $1,500 FOR A TOTAL VALUE OF UP TO $3,000 IN THE FORM OF A DISCOUNT OFF THE FULL RETAIL PRICE. NOT 
COMBINABLE WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS, PROMOTIONS OR INCENTIVES INCLUDING SPECIAL INTERNET PRICING AND HAS NO CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON 
PRIOR SALES. NOT ALL VEHICLES WILL QUALIFY. MUST PAY IN FULL AND TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY. MUST USE DEALER SOURCED FINANCING. ENDS 03/31/23.

VALUE

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756 // 154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
 FIVE DEALERSHIPS // EIGHT BRANDS

WE ARE  STOCKED TO THE GILLS  WITH HUNDREDS OF ONE OWNER, 
LATE MODEL VEHICLES - MANY WITH FACTORY WARRANTIES!

#D12811R • 4X4, ALLOYS, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 JEEP 
RENEGADE

$25,677
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,165

As low  
as  

$80/wk
#TM23-36A • SR5, CPO, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$53,605

As low  
as  

$117/wk

#H03548 • ALLOYS, AWD, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$27,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,220

As low  
as  

$87/wk

#TM23-316A • AWD, 3RD ROW SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2017 TOYOTA  
SIENNA XLE

$30,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$49,725

As low  
as  

$99/wk

#D13130L • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LS

$21,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$67/wk

#D12955L • 18” ALLOYS, AWD, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 DODGE  
DURANGO SXT

$29,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$48,595

As low  
as  

$94/wk

#122-673A • NAV, HEATED SEATS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 FORD  
F-150 XLT 4x4

$29,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$50,950

As low  
as  

$96/wk

#TP2156 • LANE DEPARTURE, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 TOYOTA  
CAMRY SE

$22,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$71/wk

#P15711L • XLT, LEATHER, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$113/wk

#123-099A • LT, PREMIUM AUDIO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$38,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$127/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE OWNER  

VEHICLES
665 One Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#44674 • AWD, APPLE CARPLAY, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 GMC 
ACADIA SLE

$31,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$37,865

As low  
as  

$103/wk
#P14966A • ALLOYS, 4X4, CREWMAX

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$47,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,970

#H03638 • AWD, LIMITED TRIM, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SUV

$24,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$78/wk
#D13057 • LATITUDE PLUS, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,400

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#TP2059 • 23/34 CITY/HIGHWAY MPG

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$18,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,690

As low  
as  

$54/wk
#44410 • AWD, LT TRIM, ALLOYS, V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$29,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,995

As low  
as  

$96/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA SR5

2018 CHEVY  
TRAVERSE

As low  
as  

$159/wk

2019 FORD  
FUSION SEL

2019 HONDA  
PILOT EX-L 

2018 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2020 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#P15686GG • UNLIMITED SPORT
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$37,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$122/wk

#H03331 • LEATHER, NAV, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$36,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$50,995

As low  
as  

$120/wk

#22-004B • NAV, LEATHER, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,235

As low  
as  

$101/wk

2022 HYUNDAI  
KONA N SUV

2022 GENESIS  
G70 2.0T SEDAN

2020 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P15524A • 30/40 MPG CITY/HWY
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2017 FORD 
FOCUS SE

$13,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$19,995

As low  
as  

$39/wk
#H03231 • 19” ALLOYS, 4MATIC AWD

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$49,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$64,670

#P15348GG • WILDTRAK TRIM, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

$65,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$76,425

As low  
as  

$223/wk
#43553B • SUNROOF, NAV, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 TESLA  
MODEL 3 AWD

$38,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$58,990

As low  
as  

$127/wk
#H03600 • AWD, ALLOYS, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$30,695

As low  
as  

$74/wk
#44438 • LEATHER, TURBO, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$26,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,660

As low  
as  

$85/wk

2021 MERCEDES  
GLC 300

As low  
as  

$166/wk

2019 SUBARU  
FORESTER

#D13075 • SPORT TRIM, ALLOYS, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$42,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,450

As low  
as  

$142/wk

2022 JEEP  
GLADIATOR

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

because we 

have more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2020 HONDA  
ACCORD SPORT

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

FACT: 

Imperial sells 
a car every  

15 minutes! 

SALE ENDS 03/31          /23. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM


