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How to prepare a garden for spring planting

The final weeks of winter, and
even the first few weeks of spring,
are still chilly in many parts of
the world. Despite those last ves-
tiges of winter chills, late winter
1s a great time to begin preparing
gardens for the coming planting
season.

Gardens may have to with-
stand months of harsh weather
each winter, and such conditions
can take a toll. Gardeners can
consider the following tips as
they try to restore their gardens
and get them ready for spring
planting.

* Disinfect your tools. It’s com-
mon to clean tools in late fall
or whenever they’re typically
placed in storage for the win-
ter. But cleaning and disin-
fecting are not necessarily the
same thing. If tools were not
disinfected at the end of the
previous gardening season,
disinfect them before doing
any work on the garden.
Doing so can ensure any lin-
gering bacteria or fungi on
tool surfaces are killed prior
to the beginning of garden-
ing season. According to the

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

» 12 Months

* No Interest

« No Payments
« Free Estimates

University of Minnesota Ex-
tension, plant pathogens, in-
cluding bacteria and viruses,
can be transferred to and
infect plants through bits of
soil and plant debris left on
shovels and pruner blades.
Thoroughly disinfecting such
tools prior to using them in
the spring is a great way to
reduce the risk of disease in
your garden.

Clear debris from garden
beds. Leaves, twigs, sticks,
and other debris may have
gathered in the garden over
the winter. Such debris can in-
hibit the growth of plants and
vegetables, so make sure all of
itis removed prior to planting.
Weeds might even begin to
sprout up in late winter and
early spring, so remove them
before they go to seed.

Test the soil. Testing the soil
prior to planting can help gar-
deners determine what their
gardens will need to thrive in
the coming months. Garden
centers and home improve-
ment stores sell home testing
kits that are effective and easy

« Get Instant Estimate Online
@ https://robertevansjrinc.com/

Or Call

508-877-3500

Millis, MA 02054

Fully Licensed & Insured
CSL 056746
HIC 108807

On 28 Square Feet or More

Exp. April 30, 2023 « Offers May Not be Combined

to use. Once the results are
in, speak with a professional
at your local garden center
about the best time to amend
the soil.

* Loosen compacted soil. Soil
can become compacted over
winter. If compacted soil is

not loosened prior to plant-
ing, plants will have a hard
time getting the water and
nutrients they need to thrive.
Loosening the soil also pro-
vides another opportunity to
mspect the garden for any un-
derlying issues, such as fungi
or weed growth, that you may

have missed when clearing
debris or testing the soil.

Late winter is a good time to
assess a garden and address any
issues that developed over the
winter so plants and vegetables
can thrive come the spring plant-
ing season.
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Are Your Trees Protected?

Professionals in Arboriculture

www.pathfindertreeservice.com

Plant Health Care Tree Services
 Tick & Mosquito Control e Tree Removal
e Soil Nutrition & Treatments * Tree Pruning
e Insect Control e Stump Grinding
* Plant Disease Management * Crane & Bucket Service

e Storm Damage Clean-Up

s
i«| %; Plant Health

Care

Landscaping Services

 Spring & Fall Clean Ups * Weekly Mowing

e Lawn Fertilization Programs e Mini Excavator & Bobcat Services
e Shrub Pruning & Ornamental Pruning ¢ Complete Landscape Installation
* Tree Planting e Parking Maintenance

Call or Email Pathfinder Tree Service, LLC Today!
888-551-8733

pathfindertree@yahoo.com

NOW OFFERING MULCH AND LOAM PICK UP OR DELIVERY!
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PROTECT YOUR HOME!

Call WPC for preventative outside barriers this spring

CALL FORYOUR
FREE HOME
INSPECTION

3 ;“ Sign up NOW for your
= Tick & Mosquito
Treatments!

WPC Pest
& Termite
Control

508-435-2211
nobugsnopests.com

S LICENSED & INSURED
B-'E’-E /% ALL WORK GUARANTEED
m RATING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Don’t
tolerate,

ELIMINATE!

WATERPROOF
FLOORING

BIG SAVINGS
]

ZERO INTEREST IF PAID IN
FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS*

The kitchen, bathroom, laundry room —
no matter what you do, water is getting on
your floors. Rather than trying to avoid it,

let's plan for it instead. We know floors,

and we are here to help you save.

Carpet& Carpet & pad
padripout haul away

LVP
Delivery

CORK * HARDWOOD
CARPET ¢ TILE « AREA RUGS
LUXURY VINYL PLANK

Under New Management

950 Chestnut Street, Franklin

1276 Worcester Street, Rte 9, Natick
508-520-2632
FlooringAmerical.com

FlooringAmerica

Design Center

Your resource for beautiful floors

Spring Cleaning with
Under Pressure

As the snow melts away and
the sun begins to shine, it’s time
to start thinking about spring
cleaning. And when it comes to
getting your residential or com-
mercial property looking its best,
no one does it better than Under
Pressure.

Tor nearly 25 years, Under
Pressure has been perfecting
the art of soft washing homes,
ensuring that our customers’
properties are both clean and
protected. “But it’s not just about
the exterior” - we have a passion
for helping our customers love
their homes again. That’s why
we take pride in going above
and beyond to provide top-

| EXTERIOR
4 CLEANING

quality service that leaves every
space looking brand new.

We all know that our season is
short here in New England”, so
let’s get out there and enjoy our
outdoor spaces. Clean that patio
and put some potted plants on
it. Start having morning break-
fast outside with the birds and
fresh air. At Under Pressure, we
love that we help our customers
enjoy their homes more.

And it’s not just about the re-
sults - we care about fostering a
strong company culture.

Business

sptlight

Our team of cleaning techni-
cians are dedicated to providing
excellent service with a personal
touch, ensuring that our cus-
tomers receive the best experi-
ence possible. I'm sure everyone
says that about the people that
work for them. I can tell you
that there is something about
the type of service we offer
where you take something that
looks tired and you wake it up
with a good cleaning. There is

pride that comes from that type
of satisfying work that our team
enjoys and our customers love!

So this spring, why not spring
into action with Under Pressure?
Trust us to bring out the beauty
in your property and help you
make the most of your outdoor
spaces. Contact us today to
schedule your appointment and
start enjoying your home to the
fullest.

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT —
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with property and plant We have programs that keep your
protection gutters functioning year round

SERVICES
u House Soft Washing Gutter Cleaning I R#Os

Roof Treatments u Deck Cleaning

To Safely remove moss and We can safely clean all decking

lichen material types Book NOW and

Patio and Walkway Cleaning (¥ Pool Decks Beat the Spring

Paver restoration services We can get you ready for the :
that bring back that new look warm months RUSh .

CALL OR VISIT TODAY FOR A FAST QUOTE

® 508-944-6644 Rak about our
: HOME MAINTENANCE

(® www.underpressurewash.com PROGRAM
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7 things to know before replacing windows

The decision to replace win-
dows often comes down to aes-
thetics and necessity. Drafty
windows can reduce energy ef-
ficiency in a home, requiring
HVAC systems to work harder
to keep interiors comfortable.
The harder the HVAC must
work, the more homeowners will
pay in energy costs.

Old windows also may be
points of entry for water and
insects. Despite the importance
of windows, Money magazine
advises that new windows make
up only a fraction of the home’s
total exterior “envelope,” result-
ing in only about 5 to 15 percent
of total energy savings.

But there are still plenty of
reasons to invest in new windows.

1. Vinyl or aluminum may
be best. Lumber is farmed
rather quickly today and
solid wood products may not
stand up to elements as well
as wood used a half-century
ago. To avoid rot, vinyl win-
dows often are an affordable
and durable choice. Home-
owners also have the option
of wood windows with alu-
minum cladding, which are
long-lasting

2. Moisture problems indicate
windows need to be replaced.

Condensation that shows up
as fogging between double-
pane windows or on the in-
side of windows indicates
that the windows are starting
to fail. If installing a vapor
barrier in the basement or
crawl space, ventilating prop-
erly when showering or cook-
ing, or using a dehumidifier
indoors does not remedy the
situation, it might be time to
replace windows.

3. Windows add curb appeal.
Beyond functionality, re-
placement windows immedi-
ately update the look of the
home and can improve curb
appeal since they are one of
the most prominent features
on the exterior of a home.
If a house needs an update,
replacing windows and can
be a quick and affordable
update.

4. Consider other energy-
efficient upgrades. Some-
times older windows can be
salvaged, especially if they
are not damaged and only
moderately drafty. Replacing
panes, sash cords, weather
stripping, and even glazing
may be less expensive than
replacing a window. Plus,
older homes with attractive

windows complement one
another. To keep energy bills
down, think about adding
insulation to the attic and
basement — which is a good
idea even if you are replacing
windows.

5. The wrong windows can
adversely affect home value.
The National Association
of Realtors says homeown-
ers get about 73 percent of

The Hosta Farm of Mendon
e 2023 Open to the Public Days
8 am - 4 pm

52 Bates St - Mendon , MA
§ hosta_farm@yahoo.com

15t Open to the publlc day for 2023

Come
check
it out!

May 20t

Gift Certificates are Avazlable
Call 508-634-1914 or email

Great Gift Idea for Moms, Dads, and Teachers too.

June 3¢

Hardy Waterlilies,
Hyacinths & Water Lettuce

June 10t
Lots of hidden gems

Hosta

Tropical Waterlilies
are ready to go.

June 24t

Hosta are in AN
their prime growth. &

Lotus will be
- starting to flower.

Join our email list
Or follow us on Facebook

Additions to our schedule
and special events
go out via email first
And then on to Facebook

E&-um July 22
- Summer Color

E‘{ " everywhere.

Hosta

Daylllles & Heuchera are
Great Hosta Companion Plants

August 26"

Fragrant Hosta
bloom at this time.

See which varieties
of Hosta look best
after the summer heat.

Our gardens & nursery are only open to the public a few days a year.
Come visit our gardens and shop our nursery on these days,

Please respect the fact that we are only open to the public on these days.

their replacement window
investment back when they
resell a home. But choosing
the wrong windows might
lower the value of the home.
It’s important to match the
look of the original windows,
including window material
and the divided light pattern
(the number of panes in each
window) with the original
windows.

6. Think about soundproofing,
too. When upgrading win-
dows, also think about how
certain windows can cancel
out noises and make homes

more soundproof. Some
windows can help reduce
outdoor distractions like leaf
blowers or lawn mowers.

7. Proper installation is key to
longevity. Replacement win-
dows are only as good as their
installation in many cases.
Poor installation and orders
of standard rather than cus-
tom sized windows could re-
sult in poor fitting and seals.
Homeowners should care-
fully vet and review window
replacement contractors to
find the best professionals for
the job.

FENCES BY

LEGGE & SONS

Locally owned and operated

~ll.|_J'I
ek

Over 30 years of experience
Licensed Bonded and Insured

TR
ﬁﬁﬁ Contact us today for a free estimate
LeggeANDSonsFences.com

508-384-4432
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Spring cleaning tips and tricks

Spring is a time of year when
change is in the air. Trees are
budding, plants are flowering,
and homes laden with dark or
heavy fabrics and clutter could
use some lightening up.

Spring cleaning projects are
popular this time of year as
residents take inventory of their
living spaces and aim to declut-
ter, clean and increase efficiency:.
Some people find the prospect of
getting organized overwhelming,
Here are some tips that can help
anyone master spring cleaning,

* Create a plan. Make a check-
list and establish a cleaning
plan of attack. Focus on areas
that are not regularly cleaned,
as they probably need a little
attention.

* Assemble your cleaning kit.
Spring cleaning can be slowed
down considerably if you
don’t have all of your equip-
ment at the ready. Items to
have on hand include an all-
purpose cleaner, concentrated
cleaner, microfiber cloths,
paper towels, mop, vacuum,
dusters, and a squeegee. Ad-

just your equipment based on
the task at hand.

* Curate your cleaning playlist.
Create a playlist with songs
that will get you moving and
motivated to clean.

* Work from top to bottom.
Work efficiently by cleaning
shelves, ceiling fans and other
elevated items first, as dust
and debris will trickle down
and need to be cleaned next.

* Purchase or rent a carpet
cleaner. According to the ex-
perts at Clean That Up, car-
pets help filter indoor air by
trapping debris and allergens.
By deep cleaning carpets,
homeowners can improve
the indoor air quality of their
homes. Use a carpet cleaner
on a warm, dry day so that
windows can be opened and
cross breezes will help dry the
damp rug.

* Clean windows. Wash win-
dows 1inside and out and
utilize their screens to help
brighten indoors spaces.

* Deep clean the kitchen. Clean
out and disinfect the refriger-
ator by wiping it down with
warm water and baking soda
or a vinegar-and-water solu-
tion. While in the kitchen,
set the oven to the self-clean

function so it becomes cleaner

as well.

Homeowners also can focus
on cleaning curtains (including
shower curtains), steam-clean-
ing upholstery, removing clutter
from closets, cleaning out the

dryer vent and duct tubing, wip-
ing inside kitchen drawers, and
vacuuming under beds and other
furniture.

Spring cleaning can bring the
revitalizing nature of this beloved
time of year into your home.

Robert Kierce Gontracting, Inc.

Roofing Contractor Foxborough
QUALITY & EXPERIENCE SINCE 1998

We are a family-owned company and with over 30 years of
experience in helping homeowners like you protect and
improve the appearance of your home!

Roofing, Gutters, Windows, Decks, Painting and more!

“Robert Kierce Roofing installed a new roof on my house in West
Roxbury, MA and did an excellent job. He was the lowest bidder. He
responded in a timely manner. He started and finished the job when
he said he would. His crew was polite and responsive. They cleaned
up after themselves, and it was difficult to find any evidence that they
had been here after the job was finished. They did a little extra work
without charge, and the workmanship of the job overall was excellent.
| would recommend this Roofing Company to anyone looking for good

work at a reasonable price” ~ Brian C, West Roxbury, Angie’s List.

Call Robert Kierce Contracting
508-698-3806

today to discuss your needs.
OR E-Mail: KierceRoofing@gmail.com
for a FREE ESTIMATE!

Google

f
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Find us on
Facebook o
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Quick and easy ways to give your kitchen a new look

Kitchens are often described
as the busiest rooms in a home.
Kitchens are where meals are
prepared and tend to be go-to
gathering spots on holiday get-to-
gethers and during other events
when homeowners host family
and friends.

With so much time spent in
the kitchen, it’s casy to see how
homeowners might grow a little
bored by these rooms. The cost
of a kitchen remodel won’t be
cheap, as the home improve-
ment resource Angi.com notes
that the typical cost of such a
project in the United States is
between $13,000 and $38,000.
Angi.com estimates even indi-
cate that a high-end remodel
could cost homeowners as much
as $61,000. That’s beyond many
homeowners’ budgets. But the
good news is that there are many
quick and easy, not to mention
less expensive, ways to give a
kitchen a new look.

* Repaint and restyle the cabi-
nets. Cabinet space is an un-
deniably precious commodity
in a kitchen, especially as
more and more homeown-
ers embrace their inner chef
and cook more complicated
meals at home. After all, the
more expansive a home chef’s
culinary repertoire, the more
space that person needs to

Installing uplighting beneath kitchen cabinets is an inexpensive way to give a kitchen a

new look.

store all the tools of the cook-
ing trade. A full cabinet re-
placement is unnecessary if
the cabinets are still functional
and not overcrowded, so re-
painting them can be a great
way to give the kitchen a new
look while keeping costs rea-
sonable. During the painting
project, homeowners can in-

stall new cabinet knobs and/
or drawer pulls to freshen up
the style of the cabinets even
further.

* Install under-cabinet lighting,
Another inexpensive way to
give a kitchen a new look is to
install under-cabinet lighting.
Under-cabinet lighting serves
both an aesthetic and practi-

CONTAINER AND RUBBISH
15 & 20 YArD DumpsTER RENTALS DELIVERED & Pickep Up

'S

$195 month for standard restroom
$175 month for cold water sink

14 West Street,
Douglas, MA 01516

www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

15 yard up to 2 ton $450 - 7 day rental
20 yard up to 3 ton $550 - 7 day rental

Call 508-476-1500

*Additional charges may apply for delivery beyond our service area or if weight of debris exceeds the ton limit. Surcharges may also apply for hazardous waste removal of construction materials.

cal purpose. From a purely
aesthetic standpoint, under-
cabinet lighting can make a
kitchen feel more warm and
keep the kitchen illuminated
when meals aren’t being pre-
pared and homeowners don’t
want to have their overhead
lights on but still want to be
able to navigate the kitchen
safely. During meal prep, un-
der-cabinet lighting can illu-
minate counters so it’s easier
to chop, peel and perform
other prep tasks.

* Replace existing backsplash
Replacing backsplash is an-
other simple, inexpensive and
effective way to give a kitchen
a new feel. Homeowners can
opt for something neutral
that won’t upset their existing
decor or go with a more bold
backsplash that immediately
draws the attention of anyone
who enters the room. This
simple job can be done by the
average do-it-yourselfer and
the cost of new backsplash
won'’t break the bank.

* Replace existing seating,
Whether you have an island
countertop with bar stools or
a breakfast nook with cush-
ioned seats, replacing the
seating is a budget-friendly
job that can create a new
look when entering the room.
Countertop bar stools come
in many styles, so giving this
area of the kitchen a new feel
can be as simple as shifting
from classic, high-back stools
to more modern swivel stools
with a chrome base. Ior the
breakfast nook, replacing a
light-colored bench cushion
with a bolder alternative can
instantly transform the look
of the space.

Kitchen remodels can break
the bank. But there’s a host of
budget-friendly ways for cost-
conscious homeowners to revital-
ize these popular spaces in their
homes.

Did you know?

When planning spring landscapes, homeowners should always group
plants with similar water needs together. According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, grouping plants with similar water needs together helps
to conserve water, which can be an especially useful strategy if or when

drought restrictions
go into effect in sum-
mer. Homeowners
also can embrace ad-
ditional strategies to
landscape with water
conservation in mind.
Tor example, aerating
soil helps to improve
water flow to plants’
roots and reduces
water runoff, helping
to ensure that plants
get all of the water

they need while reducing the likelihood that homeowners will have to use
excessive amounts of water to keep plants healthy. In addition, using low-
water-using types of grass can help homeowners who live in areas prone to
drought conserve water while still maintaining lush, green lawns.
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Why it pays to hire contractors for home renovations

A sense of pride comes from
a successful do-it-yourself home
improvement project. However,
quite often inexperience and time
constraints lead homeowners to
turn to professional contractors
to make sure jobs get done cor-
rectly and on time.

Allied Market Research re-
ported in 2021 that the home
improvement services market is
predicted to reach $585.3 billion
by 2030. The following are some
reasons why renovation-minded
homeowners benefit from the
services of professionals.

* Tasks can be overwhelming:
A home remodel is a large un-
dertaking with many different
steps. Contractors who have
been around the block a time
or two understand how to or-
ganize and manage time to
get the job done. Plus, they’re
devoting all of their attention
and time toward the remodel
when on the job. This differs
from when a do-it-yourselfer
tries to work on a remodel in
between other responsibilities.

* Network of suppliers: A good
general contractor will have
a list of material suppliers he
or she routinely uses. Often
contractors become preferred
sellers, which means they get
a lower wholesale rate, and
will often pass those savings
on to the customer.

* Licensed and bonded protec-
tion: Licensed and bonded
contractors not only have the
skills for the job, they have
insurance protection behind
them. Therefore, if an in-
jury occurs or the job goes
awry, the homeowner will be
protected from liability. A li-
cense means the contractor
will have to uphold licensing
standards, which could mean
staying current on trade prac-
tices and skills.

* Expertise: Experienced con-
tractors have done the work
they have been hired to do
many times, which means
their skills are fine-tuned.
Knowing the correct way to
do a job results in fewer er-

rors (and thus fewer repairs),
shorter time periods to get the
work done, and potentially
lower costs overall.

* Irees up time: Homeowners
who hire out for remodels
can utilize their time in other
ways, such as on the job or
spending time with family.

* Reduces stress: Putting the
work in capable hands means
homeowners do not have to
educate themselves about
how to do the task, purchase
tools, prevent injuries, and/
or deal with potentially nega-
tive outcomes. Certainly hav-
ing extra people in the house

\

can be challenging, but it may
not equal the stress caused by
tackling a job on one’s own.

There are many advantages to
hiring contractors to renovate a
home instead of taking the DIY

route.

THIRD ART PAINTING

thirdartservices.com

PROFESSIONAL HOUSE PAINTING

* Increse the value of your home "

* Protect your home for the
elements

* We work around your budget
Serving All MASSACHUTTS AREAS

Email: thirdartpainting@gmail.com

Painting | Gutter
Cleaning | Carpentry

* NO SUBCONTRACTORS.
Only our verified

$350 off full Interior Painting
$650 off full Exterior Painting

Follow us on
Facebook.
and Instagram
@thirdartpainting

employees
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The American Backyard Team is at it again!

Disrupting the traditional
Fence and construction practices
of the past. Aby offers a unique
customer experience centered
around convenience, quality
materials and products, and fast
turnaround times.

Brandon and Jenna Currul,
with Mark Narducci, Found-
ers of American Backyard, an-
nounce the opening of a new
Design CGenter on RT'109 Millis.
Currul and Narducci have rede-
signed the front-facing building
on 109 in front of their materi-
als warehouse located behind the
building on the old 8-acre Millis
Recycling location. This building
houses their support team offices
and a place to come in and ask
questions or set up an estimate in
person.

This space is a low-pressure
gathering place for anybody to
come by during or after working
hours to walk through our dis-
play lot to see our different Fence,
Hardscape, and Deck designs.
The Design Center Will provide
a great atmosphere for anybody
interested in Fences, Decks, or
Hardscapes, where you can ex-

Business

sptlight

plore all kinds of materials, ask
questions, and set up estimates
without any high-pressure sales-
people.

The Aby Design Center to
start will be displaying the best
Vinyl Fence Panels Only Man-
ufactured in the US.

Grade 1 Cedar Fence
panels, imported from
the best Mills in Can-
ada.

Granite Steps and
Posts are Quarried
from NH also, Paver
stones, Firepits, Land-
scape lights, Arbors, Deck-
ing, Ilagpoles, Materials, and
ideas will change seasonally.

Currul says our mission is to
Disrupt the traditional construc-
tion practices of the past. The
biggest thing that sets us apart
from all the others is that we an-
swer the phone and email; plus,

you can
trust our team
of committed pro-
fessionals who guarantee fast ser-
vice - estimates within 24 hours
and the work started in 14 days
or less.
Make your backyard individu-
alized and put your own stamp

. -B‘BOWN BROS. }

e ROOFING
e SIDING
o SKYLIGHTS

CSSL# 105934
HIC# 172337

e MASONRY

e DECKS

e WINDOWS e GUTTERS

e DOORS

e GUTTER GUARDS

1069 East Street, Dedham

info@brownbrosroofing.net
website: brownbrosroofing.net

on it while also having the free-
dom to explore different styles
without feeling overwhelmed by
pushy salesmen. Let us handle
all the nitty-gritty details, so you
have time to focus on what truly
matters...enjoying your beautiful
outdoor space.

After hours, you can scan the

QR code to the right side of the
front door to make an at-home
estimate appointment, or check
out our website today and see
why American Backyard leads
the way in custom fence hard-
scape and deck installations!
www.abyfence.com

Phone 508-205-7100

Let Us Meet Your

Septic Tank Needs

W
W

g

menter.

Family Owned and Operated Since 1920

24 Hour
Emergency
Support

508-435-3381 ¢ JCParmenterSeptic.com

S10 OFF n st
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The basics of fertlllzmg a lawn

Spring marks the return of
lawn and garden season. Lawns
often bear the brunt of winter’s
wrath, so spring is a great time
to nurse them back to health,
and fertilizing can be an essential
component of that process.

Tertilizing a lawn can be in-
timidating. An array of fertilizers,
with each seemingly designed
to address a different issue, can
make homeowners’ heads spin
when visiting their local lawn and
garden center. However, fertiliz-
ing is a very simple task that any
homeowner can tackle. In fact,
fears about fertilizing are often
unfounded and can be overcome
with some basic knowledge of
the process.

¢ Identify which type of grass
is in the yard. The home im-
provement experts at HGTV
note that turfgrass is divided
into two categories: cool-sea-
son grass and warm-season
grass. A local lawn and garden
center can help homeowners
identify which type of grass
is in the yard, and this often
depends on location. Fescue,

)"‘1, -

:IN GII(IIINII SWIMMING POOL SALE! .

bluegrass and perennial rye-
grass are some examples of
cool-season grasses, while
Bermuda, bahia, St. Augus-
tine, and zoysia are consid-
ered warm-season grasses.
Identifying which type of
grass is in the lawn is impor-
tant because that will indicate
when to fertilize. Cool-season
grasses are typically best fer-
tilized in early spring, while
warm-season lawns can ben-
efit from an application just
before especially warm tem-
peratures arrive.

Survey the lawn to iden-
tify which spreader to use.
A small yard or a thriving
lawn with only a few bald or
unsightly patches may not
need a full application of
fertilizer. In such instances,
a hand spreader can suffice.
Tor larger lawns and areas, a
broadcast spreader is the ideal
option. Spreaders have multi-
ple settings, and the fertilizer
package will indicate which
setting to utilize when using
the product.

e Test the soil prior to pur-
chasing fertilizer. The lawn
experts at Pennington® note
that a simple soil test can
reveal soil pH and phospho-
rous and potassium levels.
Soil tests can be purchased
at most home improvement
stores and lawn and garden
centers, and they can help
homeowners determine
which fertilizer will most
benefit their lawns.

-.’\-....s‘* i“"’

* Water the lawn prior to fertil-
1zing. The experts at Scotts®
recommend a good watering
a few days prior to fertilizing
alawn. Such an approach en-
sures the soil is ready to accept
the fertilizer once it’s applied.

* Tollow the instructions care-
fully. Detailed instructions are
typically provided on fertil-
izer product packaging. Once
homeowners have identified
and purchased the product
they need, they can simply

~.'..

New In-Ground
Pool Installation

In-Ground Liner Replacement

All Pool Repairs
Patios/Walls

25 Years in Business

FUN IN THE SUN
401-623-0721

Serving MA/ RI
Willie Landry, Owner Operator

= - RS

follow the instructions on the
packaging, including how and
when to water after applica-
tion, which can make fertil-
1zing less intimidating.

Tertilizing in spring can help
a lawn recover from the previous
summer and winter, ensuring it’s
lush and green when summer en-
tertaining season arrives. a lawn.
Such an approach ensures the
soil 1s ready to accept the fertil-
izer once it’s applied.
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Robert Roofing promises a Roofer, Not a Salesperson!
Business

spthight

“A roof over your head” is an
infamous analogy for a house,
but for Robert Greene of Robert

Roofing and Gutters, Inc, a
roof is your home’s top protec-
tion.

Robert Roofing and Gutters
promises, One call sends a roofer,
not a salesman. When a home-
owner makes that first appoint-
ment, it’s with Robert himself.
While Robert Roofing special-
izes in roofs, they also do gutters,
vents, siding, window trim and
most other exterior home im-
provements.

Contrary to popular belief,
in a surprising number of cases,
the roof doesn’t need replacing.
This is a huge financial savings
for the homeowner. “The first
thing people think of is stripping
the shingles, but that’s largely
cosmetic. The underlay is the
most important part.” Because
all parts of the roof function to-
gether to keep a house healthy,
Robert inspects the roof from
the top downward. He checks the
shingles and plywood. He’s also
concerned with your property as
a whole, and he ensures his em-
ployees protect your landscaping

when doing things like placing
ladders and supplies.

After the assessment, Robert
talks with the homeowner. “I like
to outline the work so the home-
owner can visualize what I'm
talking about. I won’t sell them
more than they need.

Sometimes, I find other prob-
lems, so I'll photograph those
and talk through the fix. No sur-
prises.

Here’s what it costs, and here’s
the reason I recommend it.”

Kelli Greene, Robert’s wife
and part of the business, says
“We pride ourselves on transpar-
ency and integrity. No gimmicks.
No upselling.” The company
tries to get a team on the roof
within two weeks, and most roof-
ing jobs are completed the same
day so the house isn’t exposed to
the elements.

Customers appreciate this
straightforward approach. Most
of Robert’s business comes from
recommendations and word-of-
mouth.

Greene set foot on a roof for
the first time when he was thir-
teen while working for his father’s
construction business. Since then

it’s become a vocation. He grew
up locally and his family has lived
and worked in Norfolk for well
over a decade.

Robert loves residential proj-
ects because he gets to know the
homeowners. “Whenever I'm at
a Norfolk event, my customers
come up to me. They tell me how
happy they are with our work,
whether it was ten years ago or
last week.”

Kelli talks about how impor-
tant it is to the company to give
back to the community. For ex-
ample, one winter after a storm,

hundreds of houses
suffered horrific
ice dams. Late one
night, a woman
called with water
pouring from the
ceiling fixture. She
was nine months
pregnant and her
husband was on
active duty outside the country.
Using the lights from his truck,
Robert climbed her roof to re-
solve the ice dams, then took care
of the ceiling fixture. He refused
payment, telling her to thank her
husband for his service.

For Robert, it’s simple. “If you
do the right thing, you get the
right thing in return.”

Do you need roofing or help
with home improvement?

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT —

CREAT
RIGHT

At Best Tile, our design and technical
experts will help you select the right
products and create stunning rooms.
Since 1956, homeowners, designers,
builders and contractors alike have trusted
Best Tile for beautiful products, inspired
professional design, expert technical
advice, and superior customer service.

Request a quote at BestTile.com or
visit a showroom near you!

DEDHAM PLYMOUTH
25 McNeil Way 10 Pilgrim Hill Road
(781) 461-0406 (508) 732-8911
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BESTTILE.COM

BEST’O\TI LE”

A RELAXING GETAWAY,
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How to care for perennials

Perennials can add color and
vibrancy to any garden. One of
the more desirable components

of perennials is that they come
back year after year, meaning
homeowners do not have to in-
vest in a gardenful of new flow-
ers every year. That can add up
to considerable savings. Peren-

nials often form the foundation
of beautiful gardens.
Annuals only grow for one

season, produce seeds and then
die. However, perennials die
back to the ground every au-
tumn and their roots survive the
winter. So the plants reemerge
in the spring, according to The

Farmer’s Almanac. Some pe-
rennials are short-lived, mean-
ing they will come back a few

consecutive years; others will
last for decades.

Though planted perenni-
als require less maintenance
than annuals, they are not
completely maintenance-free.

Certain care is needed to help
perennials thrive, and that
starts with the soil. In fact, soil
1s the single most important fac-
tor for growing healthy plants.
Penn State Extension says most
perennials grow ideally in well
drained, fertile soil with a pH
of 6.0 to 7.0. In addition, or-
ganic matter can improve soil
texture and water-holding abil-
ity.

When including perennials
in the garden, make sure you
wait for the right time to plant
them. The ideal time is dur-
ing the spring or fall. Perenni-
als come as container-grown
perennials, which already have
been established in the soil.
Bare-root perennials are just
roots that are often packed in
peat moss. In order to plant
bare-root perennials, soak the
roots in water for several min-
utes before gently planting in
the ground, indicates the how-
to resource Tip Bulletin.

Perennials should be wa-
tered deeply, especially during
the first growing season. How-
ever, the soil should never be
overly dry or wet. Most peren-

nials do not need to be fertilized
heavily. A single application in
the spring typically is all that’s
needed.

Care along the way can in-
clude deadheading spent flow-
ers so that plants can use their
energy on seed production
and reblooming. Perennials
should be divided when they
grow large, every three to four
years when the plants are not
in bloom. Perennials produce
fewer flowers or may look sickly
when the time has passed to di-
vide them. Early spring often is
a good time to divide perenni-
als, advises The Farmer’s Alma-
nac.

A thick layer of mulch can
help perennials to overwinter
successfully. Perennials planted
in containers will need to be
transplanted into the garden
before it gets cold because most
containers cannot thoroughly
insulate perennial roots.

Apart from these strategies,
perennials pretty much take
care of themselves. As long as
sunlight requirements match
plant needs, the perennials
should thrive.

Did you know?

Prior to financing home improvement projects, homeowners typi-
cally consider a host of variables, including how significant a return

they’re likely to get on their investment. Though potential ROI is
not the determining factor for most homeowners, the cost of home
renovation projects is so significant that ROI certainly merits consid-
eration. According to Remodeling magazine’s “2022 Cost vs. Value
Report,” a garage door replacement recouped the highest percentage
of homeowners’ initial investment in 2022. The average cost of such
a project was $4,041 in 2022, and homeowners recouped roughly 93
percent of that investment at resale.
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House powerwashing tips

Powerwashing, also known
as pressure-washing, utilizes a
high-velocity water spray to re-
move dirt and residue from the
exterior surfaces of a home. It
is frequently used on vinyl sid-
ing, concrete and sometimes
wood decks to treat mildew and
other growth that accumulates
over time.

Powerwashing can be a great
way to remove grime without
having to scrub by hand. But it
requires a delicate touch to get
it right. Sometimes it is best to
leave the job to professionals.
But homeowners willing to give
it a go can try powerwashing
themselves, as various stores
rent power washers.

The home improvement
website ImproveNet says that,
until very recently, pressure
washers were almost exclusively
commercial machines sold to
professionals or rented to do-it-
yourselfers. Lately manufactur-
ers have targeted homeowners
looking to buy with lightweight
options. For those who see pow-
erwashing as a routine venture,

purchasing a unit may be worth
the investment.

It 1s important to exercise
caution when operating a pow-
erwashing machine. The high-
velocity spray can tear through
skin. It is key to get a feel for
the washer, and try less pressure
first to get a handle on the mag-
nitude of the tool.

Don safety gear prior to
using a pressure washer. Gloves,
eye protection and ear protec-
tion can be handy. Most units
will connect to a standard gar-
den hose. Choose old clothing
and expect to get wet. Never
point a powerwasher hose at
anyone and do not attempt to
rinse feet or hands in the spray.

The renovation resource
The Family Handyman sug-
gests starting with a wide-
degree nozzle to test out the
spray on the surface that needs
to be cleaned. A 15- or 25-de-
gree nozzle is usually the wand
for general cleaning and paint
stripping without damaging the
surface of the home. Experi-
ment with an optimal distance

of the washer wand to get the
desired cleaning effects with-
out causing any damage. Work
using a horizontal and slightly
downward angle to avoid driv-
ing water up under the siding
of a home.

Avoid spraying any electric
wires or components on the
home. Also, try not to spray up-
ward, and angle the spray away
from doors, windows and vents.

Some washers have reser-
voirs that will hold a detergent
solution. Choose the right de-
tergent for the job. Keep in
mind that cleansers containing
bleach can damage surround-
ing plants, so they may need to
be covered while the washing
takes place.

Avoid the use of ladders
when operating a powerwasher.
The push-back from the wand
can cause falls. Instead, opt for
an extension wand to address
the upper reaches of a home.

Powerwashing a home is an
effective way to remove stub-
born grime and refresh the look
of a home’s exterior.
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