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A Walk in the Park will showcase
Uxbridge historic district

—

e
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Peter Frabotta on the steps of 46 Capron St., a home he has meticulously updated with
beautiful furnishings and overall improvements.

BY ROD LEE

spring house tour sponsored
Aby the Uxbridge Historic Dis-

trict Commission (UHDC)
that involves several of the town’s
prime vintage properties will give
homeowners like Peter Frabotta
III of “Barbara’s Blue House” at 46
Capron St. a chance to unveil for
rare public viewing residences they
are proud of and eager to show off.

Dubbed “A Walk in the Park;’
the spring house tour is scheduled
for Sunday, April 30th from 1:00
to 4:00 p.m. All are welcome to
participate. In lieu of an admis-
sion charge, those joining the tour
are asked to bring a food item for
donation to the local pantry.

An Uxbridge Senior Center
shuttle will be available from the
McCloskey Building parking lot,
and informational flyers can be
obtained at the Mendon Street
Kitchen’s main location. Mendon
Street Kitchen is also playing an
active role with the food aspect of
the proceedings as well.
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The Whitin Community Center on Main St. in Whitinsville. The facility is celebrating its 100th
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anniversary in 2023 with a fundraising Gala in May and other special activities throughout

the year.

A fundraising Gala
and special events
mark WCC’s 100th

BY ROD LEE

year, the Whitin Community

Center has demonstrated an
ability to stand the test of time. It
would be easy to assume, then, that
the sturdy, low-slung brick struc-
ture and grounds on Main Street,
just west of Memorial Square, have
never experienced challenging
moments.

I n this, its 100th-anniversary
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In fact, just the opposite is true,
the WCC’s executive director,
Heather Elster, pointed out during
a conversation in the main lobby of
the building on March 21st.

Most recently, “the Gym,” as the
facility is called in local parlance—
just as the former Whitin Machine
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The 77 Blossom Shop and Lu-
cille’s Floral Designs are contribut-
ing arrangements for the homes
that are open for the tour.

UHDC Chair Jane Keegan and
her colleagues are using the event
to build interest in hoped-for pas-
sage of an amended town bylaw
that would expand the bounds of
the historic district farther along
Mendon, No. Main and Capron
streets. The proposal is headed for
a vote at Town Meeting on May
9th. It has received the unanimous
endorsement of the Uxbridge Plan-
ning Board.

Ms. Keegan says “strollers”
taking advantage of the tour are
invited to start at the east end of
Mendon St. in the “Wheelocks-
ville,” or “Wheelock Village” area
with its “astonishing mixture of

Unlike some other homes in the neighborhood that have been “bastardized” over the years, Peter Frabotta’s residence at 46
Capron St. has undergone only enhancement from its original state, as depicted in these photos of various rooms. The home
will be open as part of a spring house tour being sponsored by the Uxbridge Historic District Commission on April 30,

distinguished architecture” In this
sector, mill owners and manage-
ment personnel lived side-by-side
in close-to-the-street homes.
Continuing in a westerly direc-
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Mill with its antique shops con-
nected to the Blackstone River
Canal tow path.

The highlight of the spring
house tour will undoubtedly
be homes that will be open for
inspection. These include the
aforementioned 46 Capron St. (Mr.
Frabotta’s home), 236 Mendon St.,
35 Capron St. and 115 South Main
St.—the Zadock (Taft) House.

Like Mr. Frabotta, Timothy and
Kristina Johnson, Karen Beane and
Kevin Donaldson are eager to put
properties they own on display for
the community’s admiration.

Ms. Beane and her sisters
Alice and Pat own 236 Mendon
St., which she calls “The Beane
Compound” The Johnsons own
115 South Main St.—the circa 1780
Zadock (Taft) House. They also live
at 8 Capron St. Mr. Donaldson’s
owns 35 Capron St.

Mr. Frabotta’s enthusiasm for
showcasing 46 Capron St. runs
high. He has spared no expense
in turning Barbara’s Blue House
into a masterwork. A man with
discerning and exquisite taste, he
has filled the premises with period

furnishings and antiques acquired
throughout New England. All of
these are creatively and tastefully
arranged. He frequently entertains
guests.

Barbara’s Blue House is a circa
1908, 4500-square-foot center-en-
try formal Colonial named for Mr.
Frabotta’s mother. The handsome
two-story structure was purchased
by the Frabotta family for $28,000
in 1968. It sits on three-plus acres
of land and is fronted by handsome
black wrought-iron fencing with a
separate carriage house and garage
in back.

“The fence is brand new and
looks like it was put in one hun-
dred years ago,” Mr. Frabotta says.

“I want to personally thank Joe
McCourt for his tireless efforts and
hard work in the revitalization of
this property;,” Mr. Frabotta said.
Mr. McCourt is a retired Uxbridge
teacher who still coaches tennis.
He has proven to be of invaluable
assistance as Barbara’s Blue House
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otes taken along the trail,
N while waiting to see how ef-

forts to speed up the game of
profession-
al baseball
play out in
the major
leagues and
at Polar
Park—and
in anticipa-
tion of the
Worcester
Bravehe-
arts’ season opener against the
Norwich Sea Unicorns at 10:30
a.m. on Wednesday, May 24th .

The expression “can’t find the
chips!” and others like it are com-
monly heard at the Hannaford su-
permarket these days, as the store
undergoes an extensive renovation
and redesign—its first, customers
say, in many years.

Along with this, there is wide-
spread speculation that a Big Y is
going to be setting up shop in the
near future just down the road,
at the former site of sand pits in
South Uxbridge.

Google “Big Y in Uxbridge?”
and the result is an “offering
memorandum” from Horvath
& Tremblay for space to lease in
what appears to be a listing for a
new-construction plaza just north
of the towns of Blackstone and
Millville that will apparently be
anchored by a Big Y. “Nothing
yet,” however, by way of commit-
ments, according to Bob Horvath,
executive vice president of Hor-
vath & Tremblay.

The arrival of a Big Y would of
course mean serious competition

BY ROD LEE
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Apressly “Yourd ... a lellen from the-edilon
A Hannaford remodel...and a Big Y coming to town?

Redesign of its produce area is a work in progress, as Hannaford Supermarkets’ Uxbridge
store undergoes a major facelift. The remodel is expected to be finished by mid-June.

for Hannaford—the former Vic-
tory. Victory stores were started
by the DiGeronimo family of
Leominster in 1923 and sold to
Hannaford in 2004.

Springfield-based Big Y boasts
more than eighty locations in
Massachusetts and Connecticut,
and employs over 72,000 people.

Horvath & Tremblay notes
that 222,000-plus individuals live
within ten miles of the prospec-
tive grounds of a Big Y, with an
average household income of
$115,889.

Caitlin Cortelyou, external
communications manager for
Hannaford Supermarkets, gave
me the following statement about
improvements being made to the

THE'
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Steve Guilliani, Master Barber

Closed Sun. & Mon,; Tues.- Fri. 9:30-5; Sat. 7:30-12:30

company’s North Main Street,
Uxbridge store:

“We anticipate the upgrades
currently underway at our Ux-
bridge store to be complete in
mid-June. Designed to enhance
the overall shopping experience,
the remodeled store will feature a

fresh look, as well as new products
and services to make shopping as
easy and convenient as possible
for our customers.

“We're excited to introduce
a greater variety of grab-and-
go meal options to our already
expansive selection of fresh,
quality items, including hot soups,
chef-crafted sushi, hot and bone-
less wings, ready-to-heat and
ready-to-eat entrees and flatbread
pizza, freshly made sandwiches
and salads, and pasta and taco
meal kits.

“An enhanced selection of
organic and natural products and
dairy and frozen items will be
available, as well as a greater vari-
ety of local products storewide.

“Customers will also enjoy
more fine cheeses.

“As a thank you to custom-
ers, the Uxbridge store will offer
a variety of special giveaways,
coupons and offers for shoppers in
June and July”

Ms. Cortelyou (she/her) told
me anything to do with the ru-
mors about a Big Y would have to
come from Big Y, a hard outfit to
get in touch with.

Meanwhile, Hannaford’s Ux-

bridge store is looking better by
the week, as a familiar market gets
a new look and feel.

= Speaking of the Bravehearts,
the team has sold out their June 6
and June 7 games, for the earliest
sellouts in the Futures Collegiate
Baseball League perennial con-
tender’s ten-year history.

= Looking forward to the
Blackstone Valley Education
Foundation’s annual Business &
Education Forum at the Grand
View in Mendon on April 13th...
more later.

= The Blackstone Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce is touting a
ribbon-cutting ceremony on May
11th at 12:00 noon at Manchaug
Mills, 9 Main St., Sutton, for the
new Heirloom Emporium. Heir-
loom Emporium is a unique con-
sumer experience, offering a wide
variety of handcrafted, authentic
and natural creations transformed
from lonely heirlooms into one-
of-a-kind modern antiques.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.
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Alice Bridges of Uxbridge trained in the Whi-
tin Community Center pool and competed in
the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.

Works, across the street, is referred
to, affectionately, as “the Shop”™—
underwent a struggle as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Closed
for several months and with each
of its departments facing their
“own set of regulations” in dealing
with the crisis, the Community
Center was knocked off its firm
foothold.

“At one point we were down
to 30% of our membership,” Ms.
Elster said.

“We received PPP loans in part-
nership with UniBank” in surviv-
ing the ordeal, she said.

The Community Center has
clawed its way back, as it did after a
devastating fire in 1959.

“We always say the Whitins built
it very well,” she said.

A plaque recognizing George
Marston Whitin hangs in the lobby.
Approaching two decades with
the Community Center, and nearly
ten years as executive director, Ms.

* www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com « April 14,2023

Elster has proven to be a worthy
successor (after two other short-
termers) to Charlie Thompson. A
small-town Connecticut girl and
graduate of Connecticut College
in New London, she brings to the
position of executive director the
same commitment that guided Mr.
Thompson’s actions in establishing
himself as a pillar on the business
scene in the Blackstone Valley.

Ms. Elster has utilized her
employment and outside-activities
background to move the Com-
munity Center forward with a mix
of social, recreational, educational
and outreach programs designed
to meet the needs of residents of all
ages in the Blackstone Valley. The
competition pool was done over,
the Rockdale Youth Center was
opened (“our first big project”),
roofs were replaced, and floor-
ing in the child-care rooms was
upgraded.

Her resume is extensive. She is

We are
fully licensed
& Insured
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The cover of a brochure the Whitin Community Center has published as a benefit for members

of “the Gym.”
a co-founder of Soccer Kicks for
Cancer, a member of the North-
bridge Coalition (civil rights and
social action), part of the lead-
ership team of the Blackstone
River Bikeway Association, on the
executive steering committee for
the town of Sutton’s 300th anni-
versary, part of a Sutton-Douglas
support group, part of People First
in Uxbridge, a member of CHNA 6
(a community health network) and
a member of the Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce’s Women’s
Success Network—for instance.
She is a recipient of the Mas-
sachusetts Commission on the

Status of Women Unsung Heroine
Award, and has been recognized
as a Worcester Business Journal
40-under-40.

Overseeing the operations of the
Community Center is the best job
in the world, she says.

“I love working here. It’s nice
to be part of the community. We
should feel grateful we're still here
after one hundred years”

In observance of its milestone,
the Community Center will host a

wcc
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Spring is here! It's gomg to get messy

s

MOLLY MAID

Molly Maid of Southeast Worcester County
Visit us at MollyMaid.com to learn more.

or call 508-573-9999
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New Law May Offer Financial Opportunities

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Your own decisions and ac-
tions typically determine your
financial strategies. But outside
events can affect your choices,
too. And that may be the case
with the recent passage of the
SECURE 2.0 Act.

This piece of legislation cov-
ers many areas. But here are
some changes that may be of
interest to you, depending on
your situation:

If you’re a retiree ...

 Higher age for RMDs — The

age at which you must take
withdrawals — known as
required minimum distribu-
tions, or RMDs — from your
traditional IRA and 401(k) has
increased from 72 to 73, effec-
tive this year. (If you turned 72
in 2022, but still haven’t taken
your first RMD, you will need
to do so this year.) And in 2033,
the RMD age will increase
again, to 75. You don’t have to
wait until these ages before tak-
ing withdrawals, but the new
age limits may affect your with-
drawal decisions.

* Lower penalties for missed
RMDs — If you don’t take at
least the RMD for a given year,
you could face tax penalties.
Previously, this penalty was
50% of the amount you were
supposed to have taken but now
it’s reduced to 25%.

* New options for qualified
charitable distributions — If you’re
70'/2 or older, you can make a
one-time qualified charitable
distribution (QCD) of up to
$50,000 to entities that previ-

ously couldn’t receive these
QCDs, including charitable
remainder annuity trusts, chari-
table remainder unitrusts and
charitable gift annuities that
meet certain criteria. Because
QCDs are typically excluded
from your taxable income and
could satisfy some or all of your
required RMDs, which are oth-
erwise taxable, these expanded
opportunities may prove ben-
eficial from a tax standpoint.
Consult with your tax advisor
to determine if and how QCDs
make sense for your situation.
If you’re still working ...

* Roth contributions to retire-
ment plans — Starting this year,
if you participate in a 401(k) or
similar plan, you can take your
employer’s matching and other
contributions on a Roth basis.
While these contributions will
count as taxable income, they
can ultimately be withdrawn,
along with any earnings they
generate, tax free, provided you
meet certain conditions.
If you’re a business owner ...

* Increased tax credit for starting
a retirement plan — If you have 50
or fewer employees, you can
now claim a startup credit cov-
ering 100% — up from 50%
— of the administrative costs
of opening a 401(k) plan, up
to $5,000 for each of the first
three years of the plan.

o Employer contribution credit —
You may now be able to get a
tax credit based on employee
matching or profit-sharing con-
tributions. This credit is capped
at $1,000 per employee and
phases out gradually over five
years.

o Military spouse tax incen-
twe — If you have 100 or fewer
employees who earn at least
$5,000 annually, you can earn
a tax credit of up to §500 for
three years if you make military
spouses eligible for a retirement
plan, such as a 401(k) or SEP
IRA. You can receive the credit
for the year in which the mili-
tary spouse is hired, plus the
next two taxable years.

These aren’t the only provi-

sions in the SECURE 2.0 Act
that may be relevant to you,
and some parts of the new

law go into effect in the future.
You may want to contact your
financial and tax advisors to see
just how you might ultimately
be affected by this legislation,
and how you could take advan-
tage of it.

Edward Jones, its employees
and financial advisors cannot
provide tax or legal advice. You
should consult your attorney or
qualified tax advisor regarding
your situation.

If you would like to discuss
your personal situation with a
financial advisor contact:

Mark Freeman

Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA

508-293-4017

Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

Sponsored articles are submutted by our
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of this article.

GET NOTICED! Contact Bill at 774-289-5564 or by email at bcronan@theyankeexpress.com
to learn how you can reach 153,0000 households and businesses each month!
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Getting back to your active life is your goal and ours too.
Our Physical Therapists are professionally trained and equipped to provide you
with Exceptional Outpatient Post-Surgical Rehabilitation Therapy.

Located at 60 Quaker Hwy (RT 146A) Uxbridge, MA 01569

www.rehabassociates.com/uxbridgeorthopedic (508) 278-7810




6 The Blackstone Valley Xpress « www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com e April 14,2023

UXBRIDGE

continued from page 2

(Peter Frabotta’s mom’s favorite
color) has been updated over the
past several years.

Furnishings that add charac-
ter can be found in almost every
room. An original hand-carved
cigar-store Indian. Distinctive floor
lamps from the playhouse in Mar-
blehead. An 1880s Charles Stieff
piano from Baltimore. All original
crystal chandeliers. Genuine tribal
Persian carpets (“very rare, very
hard to come by”). A Belgian hunt
board from the 1890s.

An encyclopedia of cartoons
from The New Yorker on a coffee
table embellishes the spacious liv-
ing room with a literary touch.

In an interesting twist, Mary
Brady, from whom the Frabotta’s
purchased the home, “forgot her

hair pins and her cane” They
remain on the premises, in a coat
closet on the first floor.

That Barbara’s Blue House has
good bones is reflected by Mr.
Frabotta’s comment that he only
recently replaced a more than one
hundred year-old boiler.

He has been told “your parents
would be so proud” of the embel-
lishments he has incorporated into
the home.

Donaldson home in the family
since 2015

Nearby, 35 Capron St. has had a
slightly different history.

“The original structure was built
in the late 1800s,” Mr. Donaldson
says. “In 1910 the house sustained
a fire and the deed was rewritten.
The home was rebuilt as it stands
today.

“The Donaldson Holdings Trust
is the fifth owner of the house”

Mr. Donaldson notes that “the

unique layout of the house” has ac-
commodated many political parties
throughout the years, including

a campaign function for John F.
Kennedy.

“The company that manufac-
tured the wallpaper that can be
seen in the main halls and dining
room went out of business in 1956.

“In the early 1900s the Clark
family” of the Clark Electric Co.
owned the house and poured a lot
of money into maintaining it.

“Some of the fixtures seen
throughout the house were written
into the original deed to remain in
the house,” Mr. Donaldson said.

In 2015, Mr. Donaldson said,
“the Donaldson Holdings Trust
purchased the house after it
sustained damage from a Boillard
failure, flooding all of the steam
lines and the house hard froze.

“The restoration continues to
this day”
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Karen Beane’s home at 236 Mendon St. — the former “Keegan House” — is set back from
the road and bordered by a wall, allowing for privacy. The living room, one of ten in the home,

includes a beautiful fireplace.

Beane home was “the Keegan
house”

The Beane Compound on the
northeast side of Mendon St. has
been occupied by the family since
2011, Karen Beane said.

Since it was constructed in
1939, the ten-room, three-and-a-
half-bath home has been known
as “the Keegan House” after its
original owners. It was conceived
by a partner at Hutchins & French,
a prestigious architectural firm in
Boston.

For almost fifty years the prop-
erty was the home of Gordon W.
Keegan Sr. and his wife Florence
Moore, both of Uxbridge.

The land on which the house sits
was a wedding present from Sarah
Austrup Scott, whose son, Gordon,
was the groom’s best friend. As
bachelors, they lived in the Cornet
Farnum House (c. 1715) with Leo
Kenney, later a well-known state
representative. Both “Gordons”
were prominent in the woolen

business, the former being em-
ployed at Scott’s Mill at the end of
Hecla Street and the latter as the
wool buyer for the Uxbridge Wor-
sted Co. owned by Charles Root
Sr. and originally on the site of the
Bernat Mill, which burned in '07,
at Mendon and Depot streets.

The stretch of Mendon Street,
known locally as “Wheelocksville;”
is officially labelled “Wheelock
Village” by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission. The archi-
tectural style of the Keegan House
is described in MHC records as
Colonial Revival. Like nearby
wood-framed houses, the front
face is clapboard. But unlike its
neighbors, the architect departed
radically from the norm, using
brick on the side faces and then
building a distinctive brick wall
versus a more traditional NE picket
fence in the front yard.

UXBRIDGE

continued on page 8
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Also, the house is set back far-
ther from the street than the oth-
ers, and the brick wall offers more
separation and privacy from this
busy main east/west thoroughfare
through town.

Not only does the Keegan
House differ architecturally with
its combination of brick and
clapboard, the roof and driveway
are slate. Formal, circular gardens
with a pergola and large fieldstone
fireplace for barbecues were con-
structed in the back yard.

The (original) interior features
were unusual, too, Jane Keegan
points out.

Several exotic woods were
chosen to panel the formal living
room, den, and large basement
area, but family memory only
recalls one. The basement family/
rec room featured Japanese worm-
wood. That ran short during World
War 11, and the “wormwood effect”
had to be achieved by drilling holes
in another wood to approximate
the “look” of the original panels. A
fireplace and bar area with beer on
draft finished the family room.

In addition, there was a base-
ment photographer’s dark room,
mangle in the laundry off the
kitchen, “bell system” to connect
help, heated two-car attached

g

4k 2
Lo i
Fitness. Family. Community.

-
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Left, Tim and Kristina Johnson are pictured inside of the Zadock (Taft) House at 115 So. Main St. Right, The Donaldson Hold-
ings Trust home at 35 Capron St. is undergoing continued restoration. The home has been the scene of many political func-
tions, including a campaign event for John F. Kennedy.

garage and built-in, bedroom
bureaus/closets, predating the
California closet concept by gen-
erations.

Since the Keegan House was
sold in the late 1970s, three sets
of owners have made interior and
exterior changes to accommodate
21st Century tastes. The origi-
nal screened-in porch, shutters
and seasonal awnings have been
removed. In the back of the house,
den, kitchen and laundry areas
have been reworked for a more
open concept, and the in-ground
swimming pool replaced the for-
mal gardens.

“To blend old with new is the

o

essence of ‘preservation, and the
Keegan House remains a lovely
lady more than eight decades later;”
Ms. Keegan said.

Ms. Beane said the home fea-
tures ten rooms and three and a
half baths; and a fireplace.

Zadock (Taft) House “has a lot
of character”

The Zadock (Taft) House was
probably built in the 18th Century
and received its present Greek re-
vival styling in the 1840s or 1850s,
according to Ms. Keegan.

It was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 1983.
Tim and Kristina Johnson of

Capron St. purchased the home,

ONE WEEK ONLY
- APRIL 17th-23rd

which is situated just south of
Uxbridge Center, in January of
2022 and immediately set to work
updating the property.

“We've always loved old houses,”
Mr. Johnson, who is assistant vice
principal at Hopedale Junior-Se-
nior High School, said, in welcom-
ing a visitor to the address on Palm
Sunday.

Ms. Johnson worked at UMass
Memorial in ultrasound and has
taken on restoration of the home as
somewhat of a personal crusade.

The home features four large
rooms on the first floor and four
large rooms on the second floor
and has “a lot of character;” Kristi-

na Johnson and her husband point
out. This is typified by “a lot of the
original molding,” old built-ins,
old floorboards, and window seats.
Ms. Johnson has tackled much of
the interior redesign she wants to
see happen, with the addition of
wallpaper as an accent piece, for
instance.

Their initial intent is to use the
home as an Airbnb, “to rent the
whole house,” and to utilize it for
small events including bridal par-
ties and showers. But Ms. Johnson’s

UXBRIDGE

continued on page 9
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100th Anniversary Fundraiser Gala
on May 6th. Appropriately, this
black tie-optional sit-down event

and Stephen Witkus.

will take place in the WCC gym-
nasium and will include cocktails,
dinner, dancing, a live auction, a
commemorative photo gallery and
more.

The gym is being renovated
for the occasion. “It hasn’t been
touched since the fire in K59, she
said. At a cost of $250,000, repairs
will be made and the floor will be
replaced.

“We will do AC in there for the
first time,” she noted; though not in
time for the Gala.

The Gala headlines a series of
happenings associated with the
anniversary. These began with a
Kids Fair and Eggstravaganza on
April 1st.

Following the Gala in early May,
on Saturday, June 10th, “we are
bringing back Picnic in the Park,”
Ms. Elster said. “It’s been over ten
years since we had it. This should
be fun,” restoring to the calendar “a
favorite,” with food trucks, a dunk

tank, carnival games, a doll and
pet parade, vendors, “and maybe
foam
On July 21st and 22nd, the
WCCs free Youth Outreach Sum-
mer Theatre student-led produc-
tion will take place at ValleyCast’s

1

WCC Executive Director Heather Elster, right, with her Greenway Challenge team: Debra Moore, John Beaupre, Richard Nelson, Robert Naser

Singh Performance Center at Open
Sky.

Cars in the Park will take center
stage on Saturday, August 19th in
Whitin Park.

The WCC’s Benefit Golf Tour-
nament is planned for Monday,
September 11th. That same month,
on the 30th, features the Greenway
Challenge, one of New England’s
premier adventure races.

The month of October includes a
Halloween Haunted Swim & Roller
Skating Costume Party on the
20th and “Nightmare on Main St
on the 27th. The former includes
a kids open swim with Hallow-
een music and pool toys and a
kids open skate with Halloween
costumes and music. The WCC’s
“Nightmare on Man Street” returns
on the 27th in Whitin Park, which
will be transformed into a spooky
outdoor haunted trail for middle
schoolers and up. There will be
food trucks and goodie bags.

13 Cook Street,
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

www.SochiasOil.com

T

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION

Heating - Air Conditioning * 24 Hour Burner Service

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON,
MILLBURY, WEBSTER, GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE
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A WCC Appreciation, thank-
ing “our hundreds of volunteers,
donors, sponsors, members, guests
and staft” will wrap up 100th
festivities on Thursday, November
16th.

But there’s more. “Santa’s com-

ing” on Saturday, December 9th.

Sidetracked temporarily by the
pandemic, the Whitin Community
Center has maintained its focus on
health and wellness as “the most
complete family and recreation
facility” in the area with two swim-
ming pools, a gym, a fitness center,
early-learning programs, a weight
room, summer camps and a seven
and a half acre park.

The Community Center owes
its heritage to George Marston
Whitin, treasurer and CEO of
the Whitin Machine Works from
1886 to 1920. Mr. Whitin prized
service to community. He planned
construction of a place where
residents of the region could swim
and socialize.

After G.M. Marston’s death his
daughters Elsa, Katharine, Lois
and Elsa provided the funding that
saw his vision through to comple-
tion of the gym and pool. During
the 1920s and 1930s the WCC was
known for its excellent aquatic
program and served as a regional
training site. Several local swim-
mers went on to compete nation-
ally and internationally including
Alice Bridges of Uxbridge, who
finished second in the 100-meter
backstroke in the 1936 Olympics
in Berlin.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

- *

> Curtains, Linens & Textiles
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Daniels Farm Honey
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continued from page 8

long-term objective is to possibly
have a coffee shop on the premises.

The land has long been associ-
ated with the locally prominent
Taft family. As early as 1708 it
was the farm of Joseph Taft, who
helped oversee construction of the
town of Uxbridge’s first meeting
house in 1728-30. It was acquired
in the 1860s by Zadock Taft, a
great grandson of Joseph Taft, who
owned several industrial concerns
including a half interest in the
Rivulet Mill complex.

The Zadock (Taft) House will
host a Mother’s Day Tea Party from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

“We're feeling really good right
now, Mr. Johnson said, of the
couple’s acquisition of the home,
with rooms they have labelled “The
Flower Room,” “The Family Parlor”
and “The Tea Room.”

All of these properties are part of
what the UHDC sees as “a logical
extension” of what the town had in
terms of an historic district in 2004
“and coming upon our 300th an-
niversary. We have a lot of precious
history” to hold onto, she said.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

Mother’s Day,
May 14017
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430 Main St., Oxford, MA

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and
Electric Openers
- Commercial and Residential -

Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600

www.countrysidedoors.com email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

* Many'new:styles and colors=" |

_t_o choose from.

Visit our display by appointment ﬁ
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Team effort results in crowd pleasmg Chamber Expo

BY ROD LEE

s members of the nine-person
A committee in charge of the

Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce’s Home & Community
Expo, Chris Whitten of Premeer
Real Estate and Ashling Rowen of
Infinity Events were pleased with
this year’s event, held on March
25th at Northbridge High School.

Chamber President and CEO

Jeannie Hebert, staffers Liz O’Neil
and Kristen Kearnan, Heather
Elster of the Whitin Community
Center, Wendy Brown of UniBank,
Ashley Daviau and Tony Romniou

now opcn
2nd tloor | Manchaug Mills

- . Above, Marcus Seedhom, postmaster in Linwood, asked for and received a Koopman Lumber
h an (l Cia H e d bucket, a popular item at the Expo. Left, Harry Berkowitz and Russ Youmans were present on

behalf of WCRN 830 AM at the Expo. The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce has a close
spring arrivals workingrlationhip withthe radio taion
ter & graduation gift
easier ¢ E—,rac uation E—)] > were also on the organizing com- spring by a long line of people
: 3 mittee for the Expo. waiting to get in at 10 oclock, as
fine woodwork & craft . sl m_‘}' “Ilove it;” Mr. Whitten said, of Mary Whittier’s daughter Sa-
al indenendent artcana heirloom-emporium.com the 23rd version of the Expo. “I mantha (Whittier) Staebner from
by local indc penc lentartisans 508-476-5336 had clam chowder for lunch!” Whittier Farms handed out packets
Premeer was both one of the of cheese.

sponsors of Expo, and a participat- “Every year people ask ‘is this

ing exhibitor.

The Expo returned in 2022 for
the first time since the pandemic, EXPO
and was welcomed again this

continued on page 11
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going to be the last one’ because
everything is going virtual,” Mr.
Whitten said. “For me, it’s a chance
for people in the Blackstone Val-
ley to get together” In fact, that
explains a name change, he said,
noting the replacement of the word

srceotusmdia

Members of a younger generated helped represent Harbro Auto Sales at the Expo: Present were

and the father of five children, he is
active in town cleanups, fireworks
and the Uniquely Uxbridge Day.
His parents and several siblings
still live in Uxbridge. As a business-
person, he is proud of Premeer’s
giveback program; “$150 of every
closing is turned over to charity;’
he said.

As a planner of memorable
events for her own clients, Ms.

4

James Donnelly, Abby Donnelly, Emmet Hare, Ken Donnelly and Jonah Hare.

“Business” with the word “Com-
munity”

Premeer Real Estate is based in
Smithfield, Rhode Island, but Mr.
Whitten’s roots are in Uxbridge. A
Uxbridge High grad, Class of 1995,

[+ Heating Oil
. Propane

* Diesel

. Bagged Coal

-ﬂ&:‘ ]
Installations
+ Oil & propane
heating systems
and water
heaters

» Qil to propane
conversions

Rowen also appreciated having a
role in the Expo.

“I was asked to assist with the
logistical details for the Expo
and worked with Liz O'Neil,” Ms.
Rowen said. “I felt that the day
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went flawlessly”

She developed an interest in
coordinating “remarkable events”
from the age of seven and used the
Hospitality program at Endicott
College as a springboard into an
internship planning high-end
events in Ireland and Europe
and then a career in hotels and
nonprofits before starting her own
company.

Ms. Rowen noted that every
feature of the Expo was planned to
assure the satisfaction for both the
exhibitors and the attendees, “from
the exhibitor lounge for them to
have a quiet place to go and geta
coffee or a snack to the check-in
process, everything was fantastic”

Each element of the Expo from
Easter Bunny photos to a mascot
dance contest to a performance by
Murphy’s Irish Step Dancers ran
on time and people “enjoyed the
entertainment,” she said. “While
walking around and checking on
exhibitors and vendors,” she saw
that those in attendance “seemed
to really enjoy their conversations
at each booth and each exhibit was
very engaged with the guests”

Ms. Rowen said the chowder
competition was “a great hit”

Overall, Ms. Rowen said, Cham-
ber staff “was on top of every de-
tail. Nothing was overlooked. This
was definitely a huge team effort”

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.
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BVT students earn 104 SkillsUSA medals at

District V competition

B lackstone Valley Regional

peting with other trained career
and technical education students
from six vocational high schools
during the first of three SkillsU-

Vocational Technical High

School students had an op-
portunity to test their vocational-
technical competency by com-

SA competitions. On March 20th,

a1l Circle ~<@

% TREE CARE
Insect and disease diagnosis /ﬁ

and treatment #16339

Specimen and ornamental #

tree and shrub care
Since 1989

Dwight A. Bristowe
Office: 508-476-3258
Cell: 508-523-9631
www.FullCircleTreeCare.com

I

PAVING |

& SEALCOAT SOLUTIUHS

Serving Southeastern MA and Surroundlng Areas

Driveways
Parking Lots
Pressure Washing
Crack Filling

Asphalt Repair

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

508-254-5206

PAVINGANDSEALCOATSOLUTIONS.COM

223 BVT students competed in
the annual SkillsUSA Massachu-
setts District V Competition with
outstanding outcomes.

The competition allows students
to demonstrate their vocational-
technical education, skills, and
knowledge with SkillsUSA
employment and trade tests.
Successfully demonstrating
their knowledge in their career
technical area of study, employ-
ability skills, and safety, student-
competitors from BVT proudly
claimed 37 gold, 37 silver, 30
bronze medals and swept 11
categories.

Eighty-three students will ad-
vance from districts to compete
amongst the most talented voca-
tional-technical students in the
Commonwealth at the SkillsUSA
Massachusetts State competition
held at BVT in late April. An ad-
ditional thirty-five students will
go directly to the state competi-
tion, and twenty-five student
delegates will represent BVT.
The complete list of medalists is
available at www.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/skillsusa.

BVT students who earned medals
at the SkillsUSA Massachusetts

District V Leadership Conference
are listed by hometown:

BVT

continued on page 13
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BELLINGHAM

Gold: Nicholas Cummings,
CNC 3 Axis Milling Program-
mer; Lucien Stenehjem, Robotics
& Automation Tech; and Ellen
Franco, Technical Computer Ap-
plications.

Silver: Kyle Bates, Diesel
Equipment Technology; Pyper
Bourre, Health Knowledge Bowl;
and Dimana Hristova, Mecha-
tronics.

BLACKSTONE

Gold: Carolyn Powers, Col-
lision Damage Appraisal; Luke
Tellier, Major Appliance Technol-
ogy; Evan Bouvier, Photogra-
phy; and Daniel Cardone, Web
Design.

Bronze: Keira Kelliher, Medical
Terminology.

DOUGLAS

National Parliamentarian:
Hunter Claflin
Gold: Julia White, Esthetics; Om
Patel, Mobile Robotics Technol-
ogy; Skyler Robinson, Restaurant
Service; and Brett Staples, Web
Design.

Silver: Haley Chamberlain,
Cosmetology Under 500 Hours;
and Baron Sherry, Mechatronics.

2023

Presenting Sponsor

GRAFTON

Gold: Soumith Madadi,
Computer Programming; Owen
Mathieu, HVAC/R; and Isabella
Grabau, Power Equipment Tech-
nology.

Silver: George Mahassel,
Cabinetmaking; Ryan St. Angelo,
Culinary Arts; Lourenco DaSilva,
Technical Computer Applica-
tions; and Casey Wong, Urban
Search & Rescue.

Bronze: Douglas Kennedy, Me-
chatronics; Jordyn Carroll, Nurse
Assisting; Owen O’Packi, Televi-
sion (Video) Production; and
Danica Fiore, Welding Sculpture.

HOPEDALE

State Officer Candidate: Kallie
Allen

Gold: Joshua Maillet, Diesel
Equipment Technology.

Silver: Kaden Crawford, Inter-
networking.

Bronze: Gabriella Griffin,
Health Knowledge Bowl; Ash-
lyn Leonard, Health Knowledge
Bowl; and Eleanor Poitras, Health
Knowledge Bowl.

MENDON

Silver: Naomi Tsuda, Baking &
Pastry Arts; and Arthur Tusoni,
Television (Video) Production.

Bronze: Josh Blalock, Diesel
Equipment Technology; Noah
LeFave, Electronics Technology;
Lilly Rezek, Health Knowledge
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Bowl; Leo Camilli, Major Appli-
ance Technology; and Charles
Lozeau, Mobile Robotics Tech-
nology.

MILFORD

Gold: Igor Freeman, Additive
Manufacturing; Lizmary Vidal-
Sanchez, Dental Assisting; Jason
Cardente, Electronics Technol-
ogy; Heather Jarek, Television
(Video) Production; and Lucas
Brault, Urban Search & Rescue.

Silver: Lacey Coffman, Ad-
vertising Design; William Naff,
Automotive Service Technology;
and Hannah Murphy, Photogra-
phy.

Bronze: Mayra Desousa,
First Aid/CPR; Jack Eastwood,
HVAC/R; and Iwan Steinmann,
Television (Video) Production.

MILLBURY

Gold: Jayden Quang, Mecha-
tronics; and Mason Diosomito,
Mechatronics.

Silver: Nicole Boucher, Health
Knowledge Bowl.

Bronze: Natalie Rutkiewicz,
Esthetics.

MILLVILLE
Silver: Evan Mendes, Power
Equipment Technology.

NORTHBRIDGE
Gold: Emily Wildfeuer, Ar-
chitectural Drafting; Catherine

Kingsbury, Customer Service;
Riley Driver, Industrial Motor
Control; Sosie Derkosrofian,
Medical Terminology; Dylan
Leeds, Mobile Robotics Technol-
ogy; Sam Grilli, Technical Draft-
ing; and Jenna Dolber, Television
(Video) Production.

Silver: Travis Cook, Major
Appliance Technology; Spencer
Vilt, Plumbing; Bridget Roy,
Restaurant Service; and Kayla
Leppamaki, Robotics & Automa-
tion Tech.

Bronze: Lukas Petone, Additive
Manufacturing; Joseph Hutchin-
son, Architectural Drafting;
Emma Vaughan, Baking & Pastry
Arts; and Jackson Doan, Techni-
cal Drafting.

SUTTON

Gold: Benjamin Judson, Auto-
motive Refinishing Technology;
Joshua Smerlas, Urban Search
& Rescue; and Marcel Peladeau,
Welding.

Silver: Caroline Martin, Addi-
tive Manufacturing; Scott Glode,
Electrical Construction Wir-
ing; Brenna Kehowski, Medical
Terminology; Samuel Judson,
Technical Drafting; and Andre-
anna Distefano, Welding.

Bronze: Ryan Cyronak, Addi-
tive Manufacturing; and Ryann
Lombardi, Basic Health Care.

UPTON

Gold: Jacob Giancola, Robotics
& Automation Tech; and Laith
Shloul, Telecommunications
Cabling.

Silver: Skyla Jack, Carpentry;
Logan Rae, First Aid/CPR; and
Cassidy Lyon, Health Knowledge
Bowl.

Bronze: Justin Fransen, Mecha-
tronics; and Samantha Carroll,
Technical Compute Applications.

UXBRIDGE

Gold: Makaylah Holzman,
Additive Manufacturing; Nicho-
las Mellen, CNC 2 Axis Turning
Programmer; and Samuel Waugh,
Electrical Construction Wiring.

Silver: Samantha Makynen,
Additive Manufacturing; Kali
Bly, Cosmetology Over 500
Hours; Mia Guadagnoli, Health
Knowledge Bowl; Cole Pinchuck,
HVAC/R; Caterina Corapi, Ro-
botics & Automation Tech; Au-
tumn Herrick, Telecommunica-
tions Cabling; Joshua Thompson,
Television (Video) Production;
and Noah Cabhill, Urban Search &
Rescue.

Bronze: Savannah Brodeur,
Cosmetology Over 500 Hours; Eli
Tripp, Culinary Arts; Van Rich-
ard, Mobile Robotics Technology;
Isabel Cahill, Photography; and
Samuel Kirby, Telecommunica-
tions Cabling.

This major fundraising event for the Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce, BV Education Foundation and the
BV Hub will fund essential programs to support students
and schools in the Blackstone Valley. The mission of this

tournament

leadership among

students,

communities in the Blackstone Valley.

%*10:00A

Reglstratlon, Coffee, Raffle &

Silent Auction Bidding Opens

* 11:00AM
*4:00PM
* 4:55PM
*5:00PM
*6:00PM

Tee Time

Putting Contest on Practice

Cocktails & hors d'oeuvres
Raffle & Silent Auction Closes
Buffet Dinner

Event Concludes/Auction
Check-Out

is to enrich education and strengthen
teachers,

businesses &

$250 Single Player

$1,000 Foursome

$100

players

Dinner & Programs Only
(Invite your Spouse or friends!)

*Lunch & Buffet Dinner included for all

*Swag Bag included for all players

* Raffle prizes and silent auction items

*Putting Contest! Chance to win a

Tee Throughout Tournament cash prize!

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO CMCBE, THE 501(C)(3) ARM OF THE
CHAMBER IN ORDER TO QUALIFY AS A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION!

BLACKSTONE VALLEY CHAMB
SIGNATURE EVEI

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

To register, please visit our website or scan the QR Code

A By www.blackstonevalley.org/events

Wensaind |fodlety (i %
95 ARMSBY R SUTTO
MAY 8, 2023 | 10:00AM

-
Fhnsateh

BLACKSTOME VALLEY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

BLACKSTONE VALLEY
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
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Whether you're building or buying a new home,
want to make improvements to your current
home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.

Our experts have been serving the financial
needs of the community for over 152 years!
Call or email Karen for
competitive rates for

conventional and jumbo
mortgages today!

UNIBANK

Karen Beane
VP, Mortgage Consultant
Karen.Beane@unibank.com
508.769.3816 + NMLS #485228

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 « www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 + Member FDIC/Member DIF

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Sen. Moore announces proposed
Chapter 90 funding

n March 30th, the Massachu-
O setts State Senate passed a bill

that includes $350 million in
bond authorizations for transpor-
tation needs across the state, in-
cluding $200 million for the state’s
Chapter 90 program, which pro-
vides municipalities with a reliable
funding source for transportation-
related improvements, including
road and bridge repairs.

“Improvements to our roads,

bridges, public transit, and broader
transportation systems are some
of the most effective investments
we can make when it comes to im-
proving the day-to-day lives of Bay
Staters,” said Sen. Michael Moore

(D-Millbury). “I'm pleased to have
voted to approve these funds, and
I'd like to thank my colleagues for
advancing this vital legislation”

This legislation also authorizes
$150 million in programs that will
assist municipalities with various
transportation-related projects.
This includes $25 million for each
of the following:

« the municipal small bridge
program;

« the complete streets program;

« a bus transit infrastructure
program;

« grants to increase access to mass
transit and commuter rail stations;

« grants for municipalities and
regional transit authorities to
purchase electric vehicles and the
infrastructure needed to support
them;

« and new funding dedicated to
additional transportation support
based on road milage, which is
particularly helpful for rural com-
munities.

A different version having previ-
ously been passed in the House of
Representatives, the two chambers
will now reconcile differences
before sending the bill to the gov-
ernor’s desk.

Ribbon cutting is May 3rd for Family
Orthodontics in North Grafton

Chamber of Commerce on

Wednesday, May 3rd at 10:00
a.m. for a grand opening ribbon-
cutting event at Family Orthodon-
tics, 80 Worcester Street, North
Grafton.

J oin the Blackstone Valley

P e mm Em Em Ew Ew Ew Ew Ew mw
5

*10% OFF

/:l‘\\ With purchase

or more with

W

this coupon
pon: Tues.-Sun.
With this coupon. Not valid with any other offers.
One coupon, per purchase. Excludes tax. Noon to
Exp. 4/30/2023
Yama Fuji - No. Smithfield 9 p.m.

Japanese Hibachi Steakhouse
900 Victory Hwy., Suite 3, North Smithfield, RI

401-597-0885 - www.yamafujiri.com
*Sushi Bar
*Full Bar

SEASONAL
Rlﬂl.-( SPECIALS!

b |
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of $65 1
1
|
1
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| Gift Certificates Available

o7 UHAUL | UHauL |

169 Davis St. (Rte. 16), E. Douglas, MA

 Red Cedar « Hemlock Blend
e Dark Pine * Black -
e Compost loam / Compost

Pickup or Delivery « CALL FOR PRICING

508-476-1129
ﬁ_f‘-:a CHAMBERLAIN CONSTRUCTION

Screened loam

Propane
tanks filled here
every day

OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat.8a.m.to 2 p.m.

Family Orthodontics is dedi-
cated to providing outstanding
orthodontic care and customer
service to you and your family and
is located in three convenient loca-
tions, North Grafton, Milford and
Westborough. Family Orthodontics
works hard to treat their patients
the same way they would like to be
treated: with respect, professional-
ism, and sensitivity toward your
needs. Their practice utilizes the
most advanced techniques avail-
able, including Invisalign® clear
aligners and Damon” Smile, to
provide the most effective and ef-
ficient treatment for both children
and adults. From TM] to braces,
under bites and overbites, surgical
orthodontics, or simply looking for

that perfect smile, Family Ortho-
dontics is your dental specialist for
the proper treatment, prevention
and care for your smile!

Jeannie Hebert, president and
CEO of the Blackstone Valley
Chamber of Commerce, said, “The
Chamber is excited to welcome
Family Orthodontics to the Black-
stone Valley offering such caring
orthodontic services to all ages.
Family Orthodontics works hard
to ensure you and your family feel
comfortable, safe and welcome
while in their care. There has never
been a better time to work towards
that smile you've always wanted!”

This event is free and open to the
public. We hope to see you there!

Booklovers’ Gourmet marks
Independent Bookstore
Day on April 29

versary of Independent Book-

store Day and Booklovers’
Gourmet, 72 E. Main St., Webster,
is celebrating the occasion with an
appearance by Tom Ingrassia.

Mr. Ingrassia is co-author with
Jared Churdimsky of “One Door
Closes: Overcoming Adversity by
Following Your Dreams.” He will
talk about the inspiring stories of
sixteen people from all walks of
life who are featured in the book.
Many of them live in Central
Massachusetts. They have over-
come seemingly insurmountable
obstacles in order to achieve their
dreams.

Also sharing their stories in this
special event from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
on April 29th are Scherrie Payne

This year marks the tenth anni-

(formerly of The Supremes), June
Monteiro of The Toys, and the late
Mary Wilson of The Supremes who
wrote the epilogue for the book.

Through their powerful, first-
person accounts, these dreamers
share a road map guiding the
reader to discover how to live with
vision, courage, determination and
passion.

One Door Closes was named
Best Self Help Book by the New
England Book Festival and was
a finalist in the National Indie
Excellence Awards. The book
is currently being adapted as a
documentary film: One Door
Closes: Korey’s Courage, which
will have its premiere in Worcester
in September.
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St. Patrick’s Day a blowout’ at Plummer Place

bridge Senior Center sold

out for an incredibly festive
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day on
March 16th, according to Program
and Volunteer Coordinator Amy
Cowen.

The event featured a corned beef

luncheon and lively sing-a-long

Plummer Place at the North-

entertainment provided by a Rock
& Roll band.

“The party was a blowout!”
Gloria Woodson of Whitinsville
said. “I can’t wait for the next big
party here!”

Seniors who attended came
dressed in colorful attire including
paddy caps, Irish skirts, sweaters
and scarves, green necklaces and

shamrock headbands.

Themed raftle baskets were
donated by Atria Draper Place,
Blackstone Valley Health & Reha-
bilitation and Cornerstone Assisted
Living of Milford.

The band Driveway Chicks kept
toes tapping!

NEWJCABINETSUCOUNTER
LCABINET, PN:TING, \&
o

298 Boston Tpke., Suite #5, Shrewsbury
508.842.6677 | nufacekitchens.com

NU-FACE
RENE

Studio Hours By Appointment Only
Sheila@nufacekitchens.com

March 16th brought local seniors to Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior Center for a rollicking good time to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

Southwick’s Zoo gears up for
season openmg on Aprll 15th

s of 10:00 a.m. April 5th the
Aclock was ticking on the

Southwick’s Zoo website for
the facility pre-season opening in
2 days, 23 hours, 50 minutes and
52 seconds, with a full official start
to 2023 scheduled for April 15th.

Located at 2 Southwick St. in

Mendon, the zoo is home to over
850 animals representing 150
different species from around the

world. Exhibits feature naturalized

settings and a main draw is the
zoo's EARTH Discovery Center
with its live presentations and
educational programming.
Events begin in earnest with

“Trash to Treasure” on April 22nd,

followed by Law Enforcement &

First Responders Day on May 3rd,

Honor Teachers Day on May 7th,
Mother’s Day Weekend on May

GET NOTICED!

Contact Bill at 774-289-5564 or by email at
bcronan@theyankeexpress.com
to learn how you can reach 153,0000
households and businesses each month!

fover 30 Flavors of Ice Cream
%Homemade Whipped Cream

%Real Milk Chocolate Sprinkies s
®Black Raspberry and Maple Soft Serve

Cruise Nights

every Wednesday 5-8pm
starting May 3 thru September

Closed on Mondays

278 North Main Street,
Uxbridge, MA
(508) 526-3033

> Check us out on
‘_‘ A ryynrnri ni'i'i'i'i'i'i N i

% ordering
( =
WOOD FIRED

00
~SBRICK QVEN PIZZA= $ 5 OFF

Yo Classic & Gourmet Pigzas
Yo Piadinas “®Salads o Glulen Free

27-C Galaxy Pass, Sutton * (508) 917-8182
Open: Tues.-Fri. 11:30-9:30; Sat. 4-9:30; Sun. 11:30-9

"muu_u_- o P P B Oy I W

13, “Passionate About Primates”
on June 11th and Father’s Day
Weekend on June 17th.

Online

Exp. 5/31/23

o Parinis

!!!_!_!_!.!h_
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BY ROD LEE

ith her well-established
reputation for nutri-
tious and wholesome

food, Danielle Desrosiers of The
Green Plate in Whitinsville was

a natural to line up alongside
competitors from Galliford’s Res-
taurant & Tavern, Samuel Slater’s
Restaurant and the Grafton Job
Corps in the chowder contest at
the Blackstone Valley Chamber of
Commerce’s 23rd annual Home

& Community Expo on March

W restaurant &~ pizzaria

303 IVIain Street, Douglas, IVIA'
[ 508-476-2552

25th. Ms. Desrosiers declared her
experience a satisfying one. “The
chowder contest was great!” she
said. “I offered a dairy-free clam
chowder. It was so nice to see
some familiar faces, but getting
positive feedback from people
who had never been to the café
or some who had never heard of
us was great too! The event was
so well attended!” Liz O’Neil,
director of programs, events and
membership/marketing coor-
dinator for the Chamber, said
“the People’s Choice winner was
Grafton Job Corps and the Judge’s
Choice winner was Galliford’s.”
By the way, Expo concessions
were provided by The Neighbor-

[

hood Kitchen, also in downtown
Whitinsville.

Wood-fired pizza and more

The Lodge is something of
an institution on Gore Road in
Webster. Celebrating seventy
years in business, the restaurant’s
appearance has not changed
dramatically over that time.
Antique rifles are still mounted
on the wall. Easter bunnies adorn
the fireplace. But one thing that’s
different is a brick oven, which
commands a prominent spot in
the vicinity of the bar, lounge and
dining room. “That was added
two years ago,” Heidi, a waitress,
said on the evening of March
30th. “Coming out of the pan-

Location is
<> Douglas, MA <4
» _» demic, we asked ourselves how

at www.gregorys-restaurant.com
or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app

can we change things up?” The
result is wood-fired pizza that is
proving to be popular. On this
particular occasion the choices
were wood-fired chicken parm
with linguine and baked had-
4 dock cooked in sherry and lightly
L R oy covered in Ritz crumbs, served
' ¥ with hand-cut fries and smashed
turnips and carrots.

Happy Hour at Samuel Slater’s

W

There has been a lot of talk
about a possible return of the

BREAKFAST

Happy Hour in Massachusetts,
and Samuel Slater’s Restaurant at
Indian Ranch is doing something

Adults: $34.95

Chowder call for The Green Plate and others;
The Lodge at 70

The Galliford’s booth at the Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce’s Home & Community
Expo. Galliford’s was the Judge’s Choice winner in the chowder contest.

about it. In addition to “Prime
Rib Wednesdays” (a 12-ounce cut
plus two sides), Samuel Slater’s
has brought Happy Hour back
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on both
Wednesday and Thursday. Don’t
forget the events...Comedy Night
with Tony V and Guests on April
21st, Music with Aquanett on
April 29th and Music with Boom-
box on May 5th.

Contact Rod Lee at
rodlee.1963@gmail.com or 774-
232-2999.

BUFFET

All-You-Can-Eat

Reservations recommended 8:00am-12:00pm
Lunch & Dinner Specials
from 1-9 p.m.
1~ Rt. 140 & Ray Street, North Grafton, MA

. 508-839-6106

Ages: 6-12 $22.95
2-5yrs: $14.95
Plus tax and tip
Breakfast Items,
Hot Entrees,
Salads and Fresh Fruit,
Assorted breads and more ...

Call 508 755-6408 or 508 755-1200
for information & reservations
Validated parking!

Maxwell Luciano's Banquet & Conference Center at Union Station
2 Washington Square, Worcester, MA 01608




NOTE: Community bulletin board-type
items are welcome for inclusion in the
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for
publication. Email your calendar or event
notice to rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

THROUGHOUT APRIL

«“Through an Artist’s Eyes—Paintings

& Carvings” by Wayne Yacino will be

on display and available for purchase

at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 E. Main St.,
Webster, during reqular business hours,
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 and Wednesday
10-6. The store will be closed for vacation
April 10-13. Mr. Yacino is a native of Oxford,
Massachusetts of Metis (French-Abenaki),
Italian and Polish descent who began paint-
ing at the age of five. He is self-taught. He
has exhibited his Native American imagery
in Europe and the U.S. and has taught the
Ancient American Skills the first weekend
of October at Waters Farm Days in Sutton
since 1996.

FRIDAY, APRIL 14

« The Millbury Women’s Club will host its
Ladies Night Out fundraiser with WHDH TV
Investigative Reporter and Thriller Novelist
Hank Phillippi Ryan as guest speaker. Ms.
Phillippi Ryan will be selling and signing
her newest novel “The House Guest."There
will be a cash bar, light refreshments and
raffle prizes donated by businesses in town
and members of the MWC. Tickets are $35.
Contact MaryLou Mulhane at mimul-
hane1@gmail.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15

« St. Peter’s Parish, 39 Church Ave., North-
bridge is hosting a Chicken Parm Dinner
starting at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Tickets are $17 per dinner for a meal that
includes salad and dessert. To-go meals
will be available for pickup at 5:00 p.m. All

orders must be purchased in advance. Pay
It Forward by purchasing an extra dinner
to be delivered to someone in need in the
community. Call 508-234-2156 or email
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org to buy
tickets or for further info.

« The Grass Roots Coffeehouse’s first concert
of the season with the band Redwood Hill
performing will take place at the Rockdale
Congregational Church, 42 Fowler Road,
Northbridge. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. The
show starts at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $15;
$5 for students under age 18. Proceeds
benefit the Rockdale Congregational
Church. Redwood Hill is a tribute band that
pays homage to The Country Gentlemen,
one of the most influential bluegrass
groups of all time. Redwood Hill is made
up of veteran southern and western New
England musicians Dave Orlomoski, Terry
McGill, Keith Edwards and Lilian Fraker. Hot
soups, chili, beverages and desserts will

be available for purchase. For more details,
visit www.rockdalechurchonline.org, email
aplandbob@aol.com or call 617-429-0347.

SUNDAY, APRIL 16

« The New England Country Music Club
hosts dancing featuring the “Crossfire” band
at the Uxbridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin
St. Doors open at 12:15 p.m. with live music
from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. www.facebook.com/
NECountryMusicClub.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19

« Join Rainne Richards and the Plummer
Place Pluckers for a ukulele sing-a-along
concert featuring favorite songs from the
1950s, 1960s and 1970s at Plummer Place
at the Northbridge Senior Center, 20 High-
land St., Whitisnville, at 2:00 p.m. Lyrics
provided. All are welcome. Snacks will be
provided. Sign up at the front desk.

THURSDAY, APRIL 20

« Kids of all ages are invited to be enter-
tained by pianist and historian Richard
Hughes as he present a special children’s
silent movie program at the Samuel Slater
Experience museum on Ray St. in Webster
at 2:00 p.m. Mr. Hughes will begin with

a ragtime solo from the early 1900s. He
will talk about silent movie days, cylinder
phonographs, synchronized sound effects,
animation devices and motion picture

3-8 p.m.

FREE APPRAISALS - BRING YOUR COINS

Dealers selling & buying U.S. and Foreign Coins, Currency, Gold,
Silver, Tokens, Medals & Other Collectibles.
AHVEWJEOSHHISSSRIGICHOSSIR AU b d 2SI MAY0 1156 O

EVERY 3"° WEDNESDAY

MONTHLY COIN SHOW
April 19, 2028

April 14,2023
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The American Heritage Museum, 568 Main St., Hudson, will host a World War Il Tank Demonstration Weekend May 27th and 28th from 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. www.americanheritagemuseum.org.

cameras. He will play the piano along with
historic movie clips. The event is free, but
registration is required at Eventbrite.com
Children under 16 must be accompanied by
an adult. Visit samuelslaterexperience.org
for more information.

will be available. RSVP by calling 508-244-
7849. A limited number of tickets will be
available at the door. Come enjoy good
fellowship and good food.

merce’s Women's Success Network is hosting
“Night with a Psychic,” featuring Spiritual
Medium and Animal Communicator Lisa

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26

|
« The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com- HAPPENINGS!

continued on page 18

SATURDAY, APRIL 22

« Douglas’s Silver Club is sponsoring a bus
trip to New York City to see the new Titanic
exhibit. Cost is $120. There will be lunch

at Ann and Tony’s in the Bronx and time

on Arthur Avenue (lots of Italian bakeries,
butcher shops and delis). For more informa-
tion call Sue at 508-476-5820.

« The Manchaug Pond Association hosts its
annual Spring Cleanup of Manchaug Pond.
Volunteers are invited to join members and
friends of the Manchaug Pond Foundation
in this initiative. Volunteers with boats are
also welcome to help clean up coves. Meet
at the state public access boat ramp on Tor-
rey Road in Sutton. Rain Date is April 23.

« A Home Baked Ham & Bean Supper is be-
ing offered by the Uxbridge Congregational
Church at 5:00 p.m. in the Community
House, 8 Court St., behind the Uxbridge
Town Common. The menu includes baked
ham, home-baked beans, potato salad,
coleslaw, brown bread, beverages and des-
sert. Donation is $12 per person. Children
under six are admitted free. Raffle tickets

< Chamberlain Pines

Indoor Golf

Open Spring & Summer - Tues - Thurs - Sat

Reservations Required
15 North Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
www.chamberlainpines.com

(508) 966-2187 chamberlainpines@gmail.com

PRIME RIB AND STEAKS

-Prepared over our open pit-
FRESH SEAFOOD & LIVE LOBSTERS
CHICKEN & PASTA DISHES
APPETIZERS « SALADS « SOUPS
COMBINATION DINNERS
KIDS VALUE MEALS (12 & UNDER)

TRY OUR FAMOUS Cinnamon Rolls & Chowder

Lunch: Wed-Thurs-Fri Open 11:30am Dinner: Daily 3:00pm to close
Sunday Noon to close - Closed Tuesdays
Serving this area with the finest steak and seafood for over 65 years

508-478-0871 + 11 Uxbridge Rd. ~ Rt. 16 Mendon #

See Our Menu on our website =k <& =R
www.nesteakandseafood.com or on Facebook
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HAPPENINGS!

continued from page 17

Powers from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Apple Tree
Arts, 1 Grafton Common, Grafton. Contact
Liz 0'Neil, 508-234-9090 or go to www.
blackstonevalley.org to register.

THURSDAY, APRIL 27

- Come dance the afternoon away to

music from the Disco era of the 1970s at
Plummer Place at the Northbridge Senior
Center, 20 Highland St., Whitinsville, 11:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Costume attire is highly
encouraged. $10 per ticket, limit two tickets
per person. Sponsored by AdviniaCare and
FIN.E. Sign up in the main office.

« The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce will host a Business After Hours

with Affiliates from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at
Southwick’s Zoo, 2 Southwick St., Mendon.
Go to www.blackstonevalley.org to register
or for more info.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

«The Uxbridge PSG 2023 is hosting a Spring
Vendor Fair from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at
Uxbridge High School, 300 Quaker Highway.
More than thirty local vendors will be on
hand with unique gifts. Raffle items will be
available. PSG-raised funds go towards the
Uxbridge High School Class of 2023 gradu-
ation event to help students celebrateina
safe, alcohol and drug-free environment.
Contact Uxbridge PSG FMI: psquxbridge@
gmail.com or on Facebook @Uxbridge-
PSG2023-Parents for a Safe Graduation.

« The Uxbridge Historic District Commission
is hosting a Spring House Tour from 1:00

to 4:00 p.m. with magnificent architecture
available for viewing including homes open
to the public at 236 Mendon St., 115 So.
Main St., 46 Capron St. and 35 Capron St.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3
« Music for seniors by Howie Newman will
be presented at The Residences at Advini-

* www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com ¢ April 14,2023

aCare, Northbridge, from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
Howie Newman brings music and laughter
through his original songs. This program

is sponsored in part by a grant from the
Northbridge Cultural Council, a local agency
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, a state agency.

FRIDAY, MAY 5

« St. Peter’s Parish, 39 Church Ave.,
Northbridge, will host a Trivia Night at the
Knights of Columbus, 77 Prescott Road,
Whitinsville. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. The
trivia game starts at 7:00 pm. Tickets are
$20 per person and can be purchased in ad-

vance or at the door There will be a cash bar,

food for purchase and a 50/50 raffle. To buy
tickets or for more info call 508-234-2156
or email parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org.

SATURDAY, MAY 6

« Open Sky Community Services is co-
hosting the 8th annual Family Fun Fishing
Day at River Bend Farm in Uxbridge, in

OPEN THE DOOR
fﬁf '/ f?&;ﬂ’ /M«(

CALL NOW TO BOOK
YOUR APPOINTMENT ‘

BLINDS | SHADES | DRAPERY | AUTOMATION

*Sale does not include shutters or Lutron products

B BUDGET,
B U INDS o4

Style and service for every budget.

508-865-9500)

coordination with the Blackstone River Val-
ley National Heritage Corridor Volunteers-
in-Parks program, the Blackstone River
Watershed Association, the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation
and the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries
& Wildlife. This year’s event will take place
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with a rain
date of May 7th. Pre-registration is re-
quired. Contact Lori Girard at 508-234-6232
or lori.girard@openskycs.org.

« The Millbury First Congregational Church,
148 West Main St., is sponsoring a Flea Mar-
ket from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. To reserve
table space, call Jeri Stead at 508-865-
5371."The Kitchen” will be selling coffee
and muffins, and hot dogs at lunchtime.
There will also be a bakery table.

« Whitin Community Center hosts its 100th
Anniversary Gala, a black-tie fundraiser
featuring cocktails, dinner, dancing, a live
auction, a commemorative photo gallery
and more, 5:00 p.m., 60 Main St., Whitins-
ville. Visit www.WhitinCommunityCenter.
com for more information.

« A Scottish Highland Game featuring nine
events of strength and agility will be held
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 4 Dresser
Hill Road, Charlton. Robert Sims, athletic
director for the day, says “guys and gals in
kilts will be throwing stupid heavy things:”
stones, weights, hammers and the most
recognized one of them all, the caber toss,
AKA the “tree throw.” Athletes from New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, New York and even one from
(Canada will take part—from a teacher to
active-duty Navy. For more information
email rsims@charter.net.

MONDAY, MAY 8

« The Blackstone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s Annual Charity Golf Tournament
will be held at Pleasant Valley Country Club
in Sutton to benefit the Chamber, the Black-
stone Valley Education Foundation and the
Blackstone Valley Hub. www.blackstoneval-
ley.org/events.

TUESDAY, MAY 9

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Carol Crossed curator of the Susan B.
Anthony Birthplace Museum, with a talk,
“Vintage Tweets: A Book of Suffrage Era

\.'. -
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“Fisher boy,” an oil painting by Wayne
Yacino, is typical of works by the artist that
will be on display throughout the month of
April at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 E. Main St.,
Webster.

Postcards,” at the First Congregational
Church, 307 Boston Road, Sutton, at 7:00
p.m. Go to www.suttonhistoricalsociety.org
for further info.

SATURDAY, MAY 13

« The Northbridge Historical Commission in
partnership with the Northbridge Historical
Society and will funding provided by a
grant from the Northbridge Cultural Council
hosts its popular Trolley Tours with three
times offered: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. or

1:00 p.m. Space is limited. The tours begin
at the 1770 Fletcher House, 1 Main St.,
former home of James Fletcher and now
the home of the Northbridge Historical
Society. Northbridge Historian and Teacher
Ken Warchol will serve as guide for this
two-hour tour of Northbridge Center and
the Historic District of Whitinsville. The tour
will take participants back to 1772, when
Northbridge received its town charter.
Information will be provided about the vital
role Northbridge played in the Industrial
Revolution with establishment of the Whi-
tin Machine Works as the most prominent
textile machine shop in the world by the
end of the 1920s. There is no charge for

the tour. Registrations are required. Maps
of the walking district are available for $5,
and donations are accepted. To register and
for more information contact Ken Warch at
508-680-3440 or email kenwarchol2@msn.
cm. Leave complete contact info including
full name, contact number and email and
preferred time and the number of seats
requested.

MAY 15-17

+ Douglas’s Silver Club is sponsoring a
three-day trip to Maine (Portland and Ken-
nebunkport) that includes guided tours of

HAPPENINGS!

continued on page 19
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continued from page 18

both places, a tour of the Victoria Mansion,
a visit to the Seashore Trolley Museum
with a trolley ride, two nights lodging, two
breakfasts and two dinners (one of them
lobster) as well as some free time for shop-
ping. Costis $399 per person. Call Sue at
508-476-5820 for further details.

Lisa Powers of Worcester will be the featured
attraction for “Night with a Psychic” hosted
by the Women’s Success Network of the
Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce at
Apple Tree Arts in Grafton on April 26th.

MAY 27-28

« World War Il Tank Demonstration Weekend
takes place at the American Heritage
Museum, 568 Main St., Hudson, featuring
the M4 Sherman, the M24 Chaffee, the M5
Stuart, the M18 Hellcat, the M26 Pershing
and the first-ever event for the AHM's new

M35 Jackson Tank Destroyer. Times are 9:00
a.m. on Saturday and 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.
www.americanheritagemuseum.org or call
978-562-9182 for further details.

SATURDAY, JUNE 3

« St. Peter’s Parish, 39 Church Ave.,
Northbridge, is hosting a Yard Sale and
Vendor Fair from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Rain date is Saturday, June 10th. Volunteers
will be available to pick up donated items.
Vendors are welcome. Vendor tables may be
secured for $40. Call 508-234-2156 or email
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org for more
information.

FRIDAY, JUNE 9

« The Millbury Women’s Club will host
“Under the Tent," a concert with singing
sensation Dan The Singing Trooper and his
wife Mary Colarusso a coloratura soprano
performng. There will be a cash bar, raffles
and an evening of “incredibly beautiful and
inspirational” entertainment. Contact Jane
Cheetham for tickets at jane.cheetham@
gmail.com. Space is limited.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10

« Picnicin the Park, the Whitin Community
Center’s popular event with food trucks,

live entertainment, community vendors, a
doll and pet parade, a dunk tank and more,
returns to Whitin Park, 60 Main St., Whitins-
ville. Visit www.WhitinCommunityCenter.
com for further details.

« Get The Led Out performs at Indian Ranch,
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200 Gore Road, Webster, 7:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 11

« Kip Moore performs at Indian Ranch,
200 Gore Road, Webster, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

MONDAY, JUNE 12

« Blackstone Valley Tech’s 24th annual golf
tournament will be held at Highfields Golf
& Country Club, 42 Magill Drive, Grafton will
proceeds benefitting the school’s Education
Foundation and Athletic Department
activities and programs. Registration is
$150 for individuals and $125 per person
for a foursome and includes 18 holes on the

e J . [%[I@Eﬂ]‘y Tavernis
‘M}

P
42 Magﬂgbr Grafton
() 839-1945'5
WWW. hlghfleldsgolfcc com

championship course, golf cart and a buffet
dinner. There will be a silent auction and
raffles. To register, support the event as a
sponsor or donate a raffle item, visit www.
valleytech.k12.ma.us/golftournament.

SATURDAY, JULY 1

« Chase Rice performs at Indian Ranch,
200 Gore Road, Webster, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SUNDAY, JULY 9

- Rumours: The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac
Tribute Show, takes the stage at Indian
Ranch, 200 Gore Road, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Andrew Noone, author of “Bathsheba
Spooner: A Revolutionary Murder Con-
spiracy,” at the First Congregational Church,
307 Boston Road, Sutton, at 7:00 p.m. Go
to www.suttonhistoricalsociety.org for
further info.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7

« The Sutton Historical Society welcomes
Mark Savois of the Thompson Historical
Society for the presentation “The Mass
15th of the Civil War and Wilder Holbrook,
Sutton,” at the First Congregational Church,
307 Boston Road, at 7:00 p.m. Go to www.
suttonhistoricalsociety.org for further info.
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Samuel Slater Experience enjoys a banner ﬁrst year

BY ROD LEE

he Samuel Slater Experience
on Ray Street in Webster faced

the kind of challenges that
would confront any startup—any
nonprofit—in the first year of
its existence, when the museum
opened in March of 2022.

The biggest of these being, will
the people come? Will patron-
age justify Chris Robert’s efforts
to bring the story of pioneering
manufacturer Samuel Slater and
the history of the town of Webster
(and Dudley and Oxford) to life?

For all involved in the venture,
the answer is a resounding yes.

“We had more than 4000 visi-
tors, groups of all kinds, schools,
organizations, and a lot of private
events, corporate and Chamber of
Commerce gatherings,” SSE’s Bar-

bara Van Reed said on March 11th.

Her remarks came a week
after an official celebration of the
museum’s first anniversary, which
drew strong backing from local
businesses and an appreciated
turnout.

“There were a lot of happy raffle
winners,” she said.

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.

Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille. No outside salesman!

ROOFING « VINYL SIDING « WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS « SEAMLESS GUTTERS
SPRAY FOAM INSULATION
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From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
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BASKETBALL CARDS, COINS,
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POKEMON CARDS, SILVER, STAMPS,
TRAINS & TOYS (ANTIQUE)

Fully Insured and Bonded

As evidence that the SSE is in-
deed attracting all sorts of support,
a baby shower was taking place in
the large meeting room just off the
lobby, as Ms. Van Reed spoke.

“That’s been our major focus,
to let people know we're here,”
she said. “In some respects the
first impression people have of a
museum is that it’s stodgy. People
don’t think of the museum indus-
try as a growth business. But this
is different. It is interactive. This is
what museums are going to be like
in the future. We have good space
and we have Main Street with the
ambience”

The Samuel Slater Experience
also has the volunteers, who serve
as guides and in other capaci-
ties. They are the backbone of the
operation, she said.

“They are the best people in the
world. This couldn’t happen with-
out them,” Ms. Van Reed said.

Word of mouth—people telling
others about the museum—is driv-
ing attendance, she noted. Visitors
are coming in from near and far.

Plans are afoot to expand on
what has already been put in place.

“We are looking at developing an
exterior site plan with more park-
ing,” she said. This will enable the
museum to host concerts and other
attractions beyond its doors.

Meanwhile bookings continue.

On Saturday, April 15th, Sharon
Geyer, a fiber artist who specializes
in weaving, will make an appear-
ance as part of a one-day Log
Cabin Workshop for intermediate
weavers. This occurs from noon to

| | www.CleanSlateEstate.com

%
/i

Jacklyn Bonneau, a guide at the Samuel Slater Experience in Webster, introduces Steve and
Kathy Bullock of Medway to the interactive aspects of the museum. “I'm a teacher at heart,”

Ms. Bonneau told the couple.

3:00 p.m.

Ms. Geyer began her weaving
career in 1995 as a tapestry weaver
(French tapestry technique) under
a master artist in Philadelphia.
From there, she began to explore
patterns and textures on a large
eight-harness loom. Her member-
ship in the Yankee Fiber Friend
Guild has advanced her prowess
over the past two decades.

Her most recent work has been
as a rigid heddle weaving instruc-
tor at Woolworks in Putnam. The
rigid heddle loom captured her
heart from the first project in 2019.
The ease of use and portability of
these little looms has led to the
current weaving workshop series
she has developed.

On Thursday, April 20th, Rich-
ard Hughes returns to the SSE,
during School Vacation Week, “and
we have discovered that kids love
silent movies,” which are part of

Mr. Hughes’ presentation. “Youd
be amazed,” Ms. Van Reed said.

The Samuel Slater Experience
will benefit too from being incor-
porated into the final segment of a
documentary about “Slatersville”
that has been coming together for
some time now.

The museum’s hours are 10:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day and noon to 4:00 on Sundays.
Visit https://samuelslaterexperi-
ence.org or call 508-461-2955 for
information about field trips and
tours.

Visitor numbers including those
who showed up for private events
totaled 4500 in the museun’s first
year, Sally Patterson of the SSE
said.

Another beginner weaving class
starts April 22.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.
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Register now for June 17th Sidewalk Sale in Northbridge!

Shortly after moving
into the new home of
Lulu's in the Whitins-
ville Plaza, Heather
Glode sent this photo
of signage that has
been installed on the
building.

BY CHRISTINE GUANIPA

alling all Northbridge busi-
nesses and beyond! Apply now

to be part of Northbridge’s

Annual Sidewalk Sale on Saturday,
June 17th from 10:00 to 2:00 p.m.

This community-driven event
gives local small businesses the
perfect opportunity to showcase
their business, connect with other
local small businesses, and meet
and greet the local community!

This year we are anticipating a
crowd of more than five hundred
people attending from Northbridge

and surrounding towns. Last year
we saw Church Street filled with
local businesses, shoppers, food
trucks, children’s activities, street
performers and more—all enjoying
this family-friendly event.

This year we will again be clos-
ing Church Street from UniBank to
The Neighborhood Kitchen for the
festivities.

If youre a local resident: Save
the date, share the news, and plan
to attend the Annual Sidewalk Sale
on Saturday, June 17.

If you're a Northbridge-regis-
tered business or maker: register

for a 10 x 10 space by contacting
The Crafty Nest DIY (Church
Street, Whitinsville) to receive an
application and priority placement.

If you're a neighboring regis-
tered business or maker: contact
Lesley at The Crafty Nest in
Whitinsville for an application.

All applications are due April
15th and spaces are limited so get
your applications in soon.

Many thanks to the coordinators
of this local community event: The
Crafty Nest, Driven to Train, Little
Man and Katalina’s Boutique.
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Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)
Single-tooth implants | Full-mouth reconstruction
Computer-Guided Surgery | 3D Cone-Beam X-ray
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Real People. Real Results.

See more of Jen’'s case and more
REAL Before and After cases
actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Wwhitinsville
family dentistry
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BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

needed Aruban vacation had

not been easy. We needed the
sun. We needed time away. We
needed time to regroup. However
reasonable, we also needed Luke to
be safe and cared for by someone
who truly wanted to be with him.
Dogs lie at the mercy of people,
preferably good people, who also
happen to be Dog People. We knew
Luke would love and trust another
person freely. The only problem
was, who would love him back in
the same way? Who would take the
time to embrace his Lukiness?

“Amy, we would be honored!”

My good friend JoAnne DiTom-
maso, a Golden Retriever enthu-
siast by nature, agreed to take him
on. Since our initial plan to hire a
Dog Nanny went sour, we couldn’t
have been more grateful.

Plans to leave Luke for a much-

LIVING WITH LUKE

The Dog Nanny, I learned dur-
ing an interview, was a kind Dog
Person. However, she was also a
busy lady. “I get up at four a.m. but
will be home with him as soon as
I'm done with my first job”

“Your first job?” My mind saw a
lonely Luke lying on the floor, head
over paws. “I'm sorry I left the
yard to chase after my girlfriend. I
promise to do better”

“I work nights at the restaurant,
but I'll be home with him on the
weekends!” I did the math. Eighty
dollars for eight nights equals
$640.00, a hefty expense, especially
given that Luke would be a third
job for this woman.

“We've found someone whose
schedule is a bit more compatible
with Luke’s. Thank you” Leaving
Luke at home just wasn’t going to
work out. Little did I know, Luke
was about to embark on his own
brand of vacation.

BRUNO LETS HIS GUARD DOWN
Luke first met Bruno, a nine-
year-old senior Golden who once

* www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com ¢ April 14,2023

knew Lincoln (first protagonist for
this column) when he was about
twelve weeks old. “Hey, you look
like me only your face is white!
Let’s wrestle!” Uncle Bruno, who
preferred humans, hid in the
bushes. This pup was certifiably
crazy.

Now that Luke was nearly full-
grown and stronger, the gap in
age had me concerned. Certainly,
my pup had matured. But he was
un-neutered and had sometimes
shown aggressiveness toward male
dogs. Bruno, a Senior Pet, deserved
peace and respect.

“Mom, why is this mini-me on
my turf and how long is he stay-
ing?” Bruno questioned the deci-
sion during their first day together.
He was tolerant but kept his dis-
tance. “Our family is fine just the
way it is. Aren't I enough?” Oblivi-
ous, Luke grabbed a stuffed turkey
and paraded around the kitchen.
“Let’s get this party started!”

Exuberance aside, days passed,
and Luke had begun to earn the
trust of his elder golden pal. He

154 Riverlin St.

508-865-8155

» Grooming
» Daycare
* Boarding

by Kelly Hauk

Millbury, Ma. 01527

ANIM

UXBRIDGE

Away to Aruba and a vacation closer to home
for Luke

amyleclaire @hotmail.com

JoAnne and Pete DiTommaso create a happy family for Luke.

gave him space. He respected his
boundaries. He even helped him
bark at a suspicious dog outside
of the property. “Woo, woo, woo,
wooll”

“That dog’s odor is off. I feel ya’
Bruno. Let’s bark at him together.
Woo, woo, woo, woo!!”

The two Goldens, young and
old, had begun to synchronize.
They walked together. They slept
side by side. They sipped water
together. They searched for each
other in the yard. “Whered you go
Luke?” Bruno became protective
of his young pal. They grabbed
sticks together. They checked out
the birdfeeder and played soccer
with a basketball. Luke helped
Bruno stay young. Bruno helped
Luke stay wise.

“This is how you stay cool, little
fella” A flufty Bruno, older and
wiser, rubbed his back in the one
patch of snow in the backyard.
Luke watched intently from a high
platform on the deck. “You are so
good at snow angels, Bruno.” The
two Goldens bonded. They had
numerous visitors amid shared rest

We offer quality care for your pet in a

[friendly, family-oriented atmosphere.

JOCELYN COWAN, DVM
DEBORAH VEO, DVM
ALI O'HAGAN, DVM
CAITLIN MCHUGH, DVM
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times and playtimes. JoAnne felt
her heart swell with joy, having ex-
perienced a double shot of Golden
love. “I am crying just thinking
about leaving Luke.” I sipped a rum
cocktail on an Aruban lawn chair
and counted my blessings. My
friend loved my dog just as much
as I do. I perused the pictures she
sent. He looked so happy. Luke was
not only safe. He was also loved. By
the end of the week, Bruno even
shared the Orvis king bed once
owned by Lincoln. “You’re not so
bad, Luke” He even let Luke hog
the middle.

THE CAT

“There’s a live paw coming out
of the crack beneath the door!” A
mystery that was a black cat behind
a closed bedroom door capti-
vated Luke’s attention. She sensed
Luke’s presence and teased him
with affection. ‘Love me. Love me
not. Love me. Love me not.” She
extended a paw from beneath the
door and pulled it back. As though
playing a game of Wack-a-Mole,
Luke tracked her paw and covered
it with his own. “Who are you?
What are you?”

DiTommaso daughter Angela,
equally as supportive to Luke’s stay
at the house, finally opened her
bedroom door. Exposed, Luke’s
intrigue came to life. “A whole
other animal lives here!!” Regina,
the mysterious black cat, hunched
over and stared spookily at Luke,
who stared right back. They even
touched noses. “It’s love at first
sight!” The DiTommaso family
reveled at a first date that carried
on with the world’s longest staring
contest. “You have the pointy ears

LUKE

continued on page 23



in 2025?

ver the past year, home prices
Ohave been a widely debated

topic. Some have said we’ll
see a massive drop in prices and
that this
could be
a repeat
of 2008
- which
hasn’t

Others
have fore-
casted a
real estate
market
that could
see slight
appreciation or depreciation de-
pending on the area of the country.
And as we get closer to the spring
real estate market, experts are
continuing to forecast what they
believe will happen with home
prices this year and beyond.

While 2023 kicked off on a
more optimistic note for the U.S.

BY MARK MARZEOTTI

happened.

housing market, recent mortgage
rate volatility proves how much
uncertainty remains. However, the
continued shortage of inventory is
likely to keep price declines mod-
est, which are projected to top out
at 3%.

The latest economic forecast is
as follows:

2023 - down 1.91%

2024 - Up 3.6%

2025 - Up 4.25%

2026 - Up 4.44%

So, given this information and
what experts are saying about
home prices, the question you
might be asking is: should I buy a
home this spring? Here are three
reasons you should consider mak-
ing a move:

1. Buying a home helps you es-
cape rising rents. Over the past
several decades, the median
price of rent has risen consis-
tently. The bottom line is, rent
is going up.

2. Homeownership is a hedge
against inflation as I have stated
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REAL ESTATE

What’s ahead for home prices

before. A key advantage of
homeownership is that it's one
of the best hedges against infla-
tion. When you buy a home
with a fixed-rate mortgage, you
secure your housing payment,
so it won’t go up like it would if
you rent.

3. Homeownership is a powerful
wealth-building tool. The aver-
age net worth of a homeowner
is $255,000 compared to $6,300
for a renter.

Experts are projecting slight
price depreciation in the housing
market this year (as noted above),
followed by steady appreciation.
Given that, you may be wonder-
ing if you should move ahead with
buying a home this spring. The
decision to purchase a home is best
made when you do it knowing all
the facts and have an expert on
your side. Reach out to Marzeot-
tigroup.net or a local real estate
professional to make the most
informed decision about your next
move.

Zme RE/MAX

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor

w-eeme Worcester, MA 01608
B[R ms

Marzeotti
Realtor

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com
www.marzeottigroup.net

H REAL ESTATE GROUFP

Laurie Sullivan

REALTOR
Licensed in MA& CT

REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

43 East Main St., Webster
Office: 508.943.4333
Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611
Web: hope2own.com
Email: Isullivan@hope2own.com

LUKE
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of a fox. But you're not a fox. You
have a small nose, but you're too
frigid to be a small dog. Why so
still? Want to play Chase?” Luke

The staring contest ...

Over 30 years
in Business
Denise and
Bill Jones

‘.

adored Regina.

Joanne sent me a picture of Cat
and Dog staring at one another.
Not having grown with cats, I
confess to a mild cat fear. My heart
stirred. Cats are unpredictable. I
imagined coming home to greet
Luke, one eye sewn shut. “The cat
scratched my eye
out, Momma. But I
had so much fun!”
Regina and Luke,

I later learned, re-
spected each other’s
differences just as he
and Bruno did.

Our vacation to
Aruba, one that
marked our first
time away from
Luke, turned out to
be a success in more
ways than one. We
were happy to be on
vacation and, equally
important, Luke was
happy to be with
his second family,
the very wonderful

Dog andCat
Grooming & Boarding

Luxury Suites Available
Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans

68 US Route 146, Sutton MA - 508-865-3180

DiTommaso’s. He was loved and he
knew it.

Find Luke Valentino on Insta-
gram @ livingwithlukevalentino

Write to Amy at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com

Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil (intention), Amen.

If you pray three times a day, three consecutive
days, you will receive your intention, no matter how
impossible it may seem. Praise and Thanksgiving

Hours

139 Upton St. (Rt. 140),
Grafton, Ma 01519
Phone: 508-839-1757
Fax: 508-839-1736
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Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPet.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com




24 The Blackstone Valley Xpress « www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com e« April 14,2023

Nathaniel Philbrick
appearance at
Uxbridge library

a big hit

hat’s new at the Uxbridge
WFree Public Library? New

bestsellers including “I Will
Find You” and “The London S¢-
ance Society,” and new movies: “A
Man Called Otto,” “M3GAN” and
“The Walking Dead Season 117

The library thanks all who

helped make a recent appearance
by Nathaniel Philbrick a success:
The Uxbridge Historical Society,
the Uxbridge Police Department,
Barry Giles at Uxbridge Commu-
nity Television, the First Evangeli-

cal Congregational Church and
the many volunteers who assisted.
“Great to speak to a standing
room only crowd on behalf of the
Uxbridge Historical Association,
which owns the bed George Wash-
ington slept in while visiting the
town in 1789,” Mr. Philbrick said.
Tote bags available at the WSL
The Friends of the Whitinsville
Social Library organization is now
selling tote bags. Visit the library
during business hours to acquire
one. The Friends exist to support

SMALL LOAD

ONCRETE,

WHY SMALL LOAD

APPLICATIONS
CONCRETE? Homeowners Contractors
- Patios - Gas Stations
* Buy ONLY what you need - Steps - Road Work
* Flexibility - according to your schedule . Eenee Posts N E?J?kt)'irr‘]%s
* Less Expensive than bagged and - Retaining Walls - Sidewalks
large mixers - Pool Decks - Pre-Cast
+ Custom Mix / Pour on the job Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
* Cost Effective « No Waste Concrete finishing services available

*1 Yard Minimum

- iz - [

Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 - www.smallloadconcrete.com

FENCE, INC. e

Professional Service & Installation

SPRING IS UPON US!

CHAIN LINK
Galvanized and Vinyl Coated

PVC Vinyl - 100% Virgin Vinyl

Available in:

Classic Series - Color Spectrum - Woodgrain

We have been your official
Eastern lllusions Dealer since 2005

FENCING MATERIALS
Available for the Do-It Yourself Install

COMPLETE LINE OF RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL FENCING

375 St. Paul St., North Smithfield, RI 02896 5 minutes from MA, off 1464

easevsiow  Phone: (401) 769-2575 Fax: (401) 766-2956 g wrpy

RI Contractor’s Reg. #6112 » FFully Insured For Your Protection

N on your upcoming -
B fonce projec www.nsfenceri.com

=

Tervi and Mike

The overflow crowd at the Uxbridge Free Public Library for Nathaniel Philbricks talk.

the goals and mission of the WSL.
The Friends meet on the fourth
Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p-m. in the Historical Room.

May’s book club pick is now
available for patrons of the WSL,
“Wrong Place Wrong Time,” by
Gillian McAllister. The Fiction
Book Club meets on Tuesday, May
16th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the
book.

With daffodils in bloom at the
WSL, now is a good time to pick
up some spring and gardening
books, and check out the library’s
seed library.

On March 15, library directors
and library advocates from all over
the Commonwealth converged on
the State House to build legislative
support for public libraries with an
eye on the next fiscal year’s budget.
Rebecca from the WSL met with
Sen. Ryan Fattman’s office to re-
quest his support for state aid and
proposed legislation on limiting
ebook costs for libraries.

Library fundraising hits
$18,000-plus in 2022

Carolyn S. Dorval, president of
the Friends of the Simon Fair-
field Public Library in Douglas,
reports that fundraising efforts
generated $18,136.51 in 2022 for
handicapped accessibility “and we

are hoping to match or exceed this
goal in 2023. We are planning a
Memorial Day plant and book sale
and look forward to seeing you
there. Also, please keep in mind
our online auction which is com-
ing this fall. We would appreciate
items in good condition, gift cards
or services that would benefit the
auction.

Library Director Justin Snook
adds “T am ever so grateful to
our core group of Friends for all
they do. The Friends pay for book
delivery, our website and newslet-
ter, programs, supplies and snacks
for story times, and a lot more
that would be harder to man-
age through the town’s financial
process.

“In recent years the Friends have
made phenomenal contributions to
the library’s capital campaign, step-
ping up in a way that fills me with
awe and humility. So thank you
so much to the Friends who give
so much time volunteering on the
board, sorting books, preparing the
auction, and managing book sales.
And thank you to all the Friends
who give of your resources to make
all of that possible”

g g

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

%o, CAPITOL SIDING &
|8, HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

Custom Exteriors * Vinyl Siding ¢ Roofing
Replacement Windows ¢ Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Tel 508-832-5981
Fax (508) 832-0464
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April Events at Blackstone River
and Canal Heritage State Park

River and Canal Heritage

State Park begin on April
13th, 2023. All programs are free
and open to the public. Bring
water, wear sunscreen/bug spray,
and dress for the outdoors. Sturdy
footwear is strongly recommended
for hiking events. An adult must
accompany all children. Inclement
weather cancels hiking programs.
For more information call (508)
278-4608 or visit: https://www.
mass.gov/locations/blackstone-riv-
er-and-canal-heritage-state-park.

Blackstone River and Canal

Heritage State Park is located at 287

Public programs at Blackstone

Oak Street, Uxbridge

TREK THE BLACKSTONE

Thursdays and Sundays 1 pm -
2:30 pm

Join us for an easy to moderate
1.5 to 3 mile afternoon hike. Please
bring water and a snack, and wear
sturdy footwear. Hike details for
the week will be posted in advance
in the Visitor’s Center. For begin-
ner ability, all ages welcome.

KIDLEIDOSCOPE
Fridays 10:30 am to 11:30 am
This program is designed to help

young children understand the
natural world around them. You'll
hear a story, participate in a short
activity and make a craft to take
home with you. Appropriate for
ages 3 to 6. Siblings are welcome,
children must be accompanied by
an adult.

CANAL WALK: BUILDING THE CANAL

Saturdays 1 pm to 2 pm

Learn about how the Blackstone
Canal was built. We'll trek 2.5 miles
round-trip from River Bend Farm
to the Goat hill Lock and back.
Please bring water and a snack, and
wear sturdy footwear. For all ages.

Family Fun

pen Sky Community Services
Ois excited to co-host the 8th

Annual Family Fun Fishing
Day at Riverbend Farm in Ux-
bridge along with the Blackstone
River National Heritage Corridor
Volunteers-in-Parks Program, the
Blackstone River Watershed Asso-
ciation, Massachusetts Department
of Conservation & Recreation,
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries
& Wildlife.

Fishing Day

This year's event will be held on
Saturday May 6th from 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday,
May 7th. There will be activities for
the whole family, ice cream will be
available for purchase from Sweet
Wise Ice Cream truck, as well as
food, face painting and raffles. All
ages and ability levels welcome.

Fishing poles, bait and instruc-
tion will be available with pre-
registration and participants are

welcome to bring their own. This
is a catch and release event for
everyone from first time fishers to
experienced anglers, with prizes
for each age group. Adults must
accompany children under 12.
Registration is now open at the-
brwa.org/familyfishing2023. This is
a FREE event, but pre-registration
is required. Please contact Lori Gi-
rard with any questions at 508-234-
6232 or lori.girard@openskycs.org

NEW ENGLAND REGLAZE
Reg. °399

- Color, travel, may apply.
S|
Q700

1

1

1

1 Don’t replace

[T your old tub, reglaze it!
[\ Tubs, tile sinks and
1 much more

1

1

We do any TUB!

' CALLUS NOoW §
1 617-895-77711 &4

1 wwwnewenglandreglaze com Nk .

e e

%.

Stevens & Son

\4 Lawn Pro

Seasonal Lawn & Shrub
Maintenance
Bark Mulching - Lawns Thatched
Shrubs, Trees & Flowers Planted
Sodding & Seeding
Spring and Fall Clean-ups

508-832-7/068 ° 508=-721=-7772
Auburmn

stevensandsonlawnmaintenance.com

Short-Term Rehab

Exceptional

Getting back to your active life is your goal and ours too.
The Lydia Taft House is professionally staffed and equipped to
provide you with Exceptional Medical & Rehabilitation Therapy
between Hospital & Home.

60 Quaker Hwy (Rt 146 A) Uxbridge, MA
www.rehabassociates.com/lydiataft (508)278-9500

Long Term Care

Medicare/Medicaid
Certified
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THE CAR DOCTOR jpaul@aaanortheast.com

Start with a scan to address Odyssey EX heating system issue

I own
a2010
@ Honda

Odyssey EX,
purchased new
in July 2011,
which is kept
outside and
maintained
as directed.
It has been
modified so that I can drive from
my wheelchair and is important
for my personal mobility. In 2019,
after chronic problems with cabin
cooling, the AC condenser was
replaced. In 2020 the AC compres-
sor, expansion valve and receiver
dryer were replaced, and in 2022,

BY JOHN PAUL

another AC compressor. After the
last cooling repairs, it appears that
my heating system is not working
as well as previously. At 75° the air
is hot, at 70° the air is tepid, if not
cool. It was diagnosed as needing

a door actuator motor after the

two center console vents stopped
producing airflow, which was
installed. However, the air is still not
warm. I am told fuses, sensor, cabin
filter and electrical shorts have been
ruled out. Any ideas?

Like many vehicles built in
A the past 15 years, the climate
@ control is managed by a
computer. In the case of the Odys-
sey the system can be checked with

LetusihelyouananstnerStassautioniour{car

Professional Car Cleaning

Motorcycles & Boats
Now offerin

Ceramic Coatin

((

Now Offering
Ceramic Coating

218 Worcester St., N. Grafton

774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com

AUTO
DETAIL

a professional scan tool or onboard
diagnostics. I would start with a
scan of the system (there are at least
15 possible fault codes). In addition,
I wouldn't rule out the basics. As
complicated as this system seems
there is still a cable-controlled
heater valve and basic water pump,
thermostat and hoses, that all
should be inspected.

Our 2020 Ford Escape
Titanium Hybrid at just
©25,000 miles is already on
its third 12-volt battery and is at
the dealer right now potentially
gunning for its fourth. This time
and the last time, the dealer has
kept the car for several days to
search for any unusual parasitic
drains. All software updates have
been done and the charging system
checked. T've suggested that the
tiny 12-volt battery is undersized
given the plethora of accessories it
supports. Reading online on various
car forums where other owners
have solved this same issue with a
larger battery that bolts right in. The
dealer, tech advisor says they can
only do what the factory authorizes
or recommends, and an upgraded
battery is not among them. The

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS

SPECIALISTS

¢ Chip & Crack Repair
* Windshield Replacement
* FREE Mobile Service

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST

Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

 Certified technicians to your location
* Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus,
motor home, windows & sunroofs
* Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
* Fabrication of flat glass
* Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

* In-shop service * Free mobile service

 Saturday service

* Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius

¢ Quality workmanship guaranteed

* Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
* Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 - 508-949-1327
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm ¢ Saturday 8am to 12pm

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

BloemiSjRutclRenair

194 N. Maln St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569
508-278-4302

WE DO IT ALL
Total Car Care!

notion of “too many short trips” has
been discussed, but the use that this
car gets should more than allow suf-
ficient recharge time with each use.
I started tracking the output voltage
of the battery regularly since the last
replacement was done in Novem-
ber, and lately it hasn't been above
11.8 volts in the morning and rarely
reads above 12.3 volts even after a
long trip. AsIunderstand it, these
are dismal readings. Any thoughts?

A battery is at 100 percent

A state of charge at 12.6 volts

@and at the reading provided,
12.3 volts is about 70 percent state of
charge and 11.8 volts is closer to a 30
percent state of charge, so something
is certainly going on. The dealer is
correct, when it comes to warranty,
they can only repair or replace as
authorized by the manufacturer.
Although a bigger battery may cure
the symptom of the car not starting
it doesn’t address the issue of why
the battery voltage is low. Although
if this were my car, I certainly would
try replacing the 12-volt battery with
the larger battery for a non-hybrid
vehicle. The hybrid Escape battery is
a 45-ampere hour battery with 395
cold cranking amps. The non-hybrid
Escape battery is 70-ampre hour
battery with 760 cold cranking amp
rating.

I occasionally see your
readers reference a Low Oil
® Level light. It has always

been my understanding that the Oil
light indicates a loss of oil ‘pres-
sure’ which warrants shutting off
your engine ASAP. Am I wrong?
Are there actually sensors now that
monitor oil ‘level’?

In many vehicles today, there
are sensors that measure
@both low oil pressure and

low oil level. You are correct when
the red oil pressure light illuminates
you should shut off the engine
ASAP to prevent possible internal
damage. The oil level light (typically
yellow) will usually illuminate when
the oil level is down one quart. Like
many warning lights red requires
the driver to take immediate ac-
tion and the yellow warning lights
are cautionary, but shouldn’t be
ignored.

I have a 2018 Mercedes-Benz
GLA 250. Is it necessary to
@ get it maintained/serviced
at the Mercedes-Benz dealership?
They are ridiculously expensive.

There are times when the

A dealer is the best choice,

®such as warranty repairs,
recalls and some tricky and com-
plicated repairs that may require
software updates. Although it is
possible that independent shops
can do some of this work, they may
not have the necessary tools. As for
regular maintenance (fluid changes)
tires, brakes and suspension services
as examples any quality should be
able to provide these services.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s Car
Doctor. He has over forty years’ expe-
rience and is an ASE-certified master
technician. He will answer readers’
questions each week. Email your
questions to jpaul@aaanortheast.
com. Follow John on Twitter @johnf-
paul and friend him on Facebook at
mrjohnfpaul.

M-GEAR

TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS

(508) 476-3926

Specializing in Transmissions

; Classic Car
Service and Repair

151 Davis St., Douglas MA
(508) 476-3926

& AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

* Brakes ¢ Alignments
* Tires * Tune-Ups

* Shocks ¢ All General
* Exhaust Repairs

Located 1.5 mlles off of Route 146
exit 6 on Route 16 in Douglas

é' ﬁ'ac/e ﬁ‘al/er Repmr

5082158924




BY THOMAS DAGOSTINO

any people believe that
M animals cannot become

ghosts. It seems rather
implausible since they are living
beings with a personality, life
force, and intelligent energy that
can remain behind after they are
gone. There is also the residual
factor, where the earth tapes
a moment in time and replays
it when the conditions are just
right. In many cases, people have
had their beloved fur family
member return after passing over
to the other side to let them know
they are still there, in spirit at
least. It seems the most common
entity other than humans to come
back and pay a visit are cats.

Cats are amazing creatures.
They are highly intelligent, ath-
letic, independent, and adaptable.
Arlene and I presently have five
of the lovely fur folk, having lost
a few over the years due to age,
and yes, they have visited us from
the other side.

When we lived on Mowry
Road in Burrillville, Rhode
Island, we sometimes heard
what sounded like a cat running
around in the room above us.
The landlord, who later became
a great friend, told us that sec-
tion of the house was completely
closed off, yet what sounded
like a cat was running around.
We would later add to our living
space to include the upstairs,
accessible through a door on our
side of the house. We then wit-
nessed the cat several times in the

two upstairs rooms. No one knew
the feline’s identity, but for some
reason, it always preferred to stay
upstairs, never venturing down to
the first floor.

Our friend Kevin once saw the
ghost cat, which is a rather amus-
ing tale. He frequently accompa-
nied us on paranormal investi-
gations, yet never saw anything
unusual. His very first actual
sighting of a ghost was seeing
our little ethereal friend running
around the corner. His only com-
ment was, “wouldn’t you know it,
the very first time I see a ghost
and it had to be a cat’s behind”

Our cat, Cooneys, named so
because she resembled a rac-
coon, passed away in 2008. She
not only came back to visit, but
we received a message from a
“pet medium” telling us that our
little girl actually visited her and
wanted her to tell us she was
fine and doing ‘the good work’
of helping other fur people on
the other side. If that was not
enough, she appeared several
times in our home. One time she
even appeared on the stairs to
have her picture taken by none
other than paranormal investi-
gator and author Chris Balzano
while he was writing his book,
Picture Yourself Ghost Hunting.
When the photo was examined,
there she was, stretching out
across a few stairs, looking out at
us like she always did.

Our beloved Arthur passed
away in 2013. Arlene had him
since he was very young, and he
was the love of her life, so much

£

U-KNIGHTED

AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR
&lll your cer care needs”

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge
508-526-3169

f

Exhaust:
SJEnginesidltansmissionskNiiesElOillChanges;

L

COLLISION__ Zepacr

FREE ESTIMATES - QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA+*508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www. kearnscollision.com
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TALES FROM BEYOND tomdagostino.com

Ghost Cats-Part 1: Return visits are not unusual

so that she had a portrait painted
of him, which still hangs in our
living room in a place of honor.
He was an amazing and intel-
ligent little guy. Arthur loved
going for rides in the car; he
came along on vacations with us
and accompanied us on shopping
excursions, picnics and visiting
friends. He was our constant
companion.

When he passed, we were very
heartbroken, but a few nights
later, we heard the distinctive
sound of Arthur’s voice in the
house. A few nights after that, as
we both sat in bed reading, the

end of the bed suddenly moved
as if something had jumped up
on it. We both watched in aston-
ishment as little paw prints made
indentations in the blanket on
the bed.

Arthur would one up coming
back in spirit. We buried him
outside and made a little yard for
him. Early summer, we decided
to clean his yard and put flow-
ers in it. As we were planting the
flowers, we heard Arthur cry. The
cry permeated the air around the
yard and froze us in our work.
We heard it again and traced it to
the little hill behind our house.

Upon investigating, we discov-
ered a small kitten that we would
later be able to capture and bring
in the house. When we brought
her to the veterinarian to have
her checked out, it was discov-
ered that she was born about

the same time Arthur passed.

As she grew, her mannerisms
and habits were just like his. She
loved to sit and sleep in the same
places he did and knew the house
instinctively. We feel that a part
of Arthur was reincarnated into
Freyabelle just so he could be
with us again.

WANTED

Junk Gars & Trucks - Large Equipment

(Tractors. backhoes & trailers)

* NO TITLES NEEDED
FREE PICK-UP
7 DAYS A

WEEK!

Fully

eSiding
eSkylights
eGutters
eChimney
eWindows

R Reg #4175
HIC &2 190892

HEREE E@TDMATE@

@shineconstructioninc

www.shineconstructioninc.com

aeno (S038) 278-3300
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FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS
NEW BOILER INSTALLS

* Crown Boilers
* Williamson Furnaces ALL NEW

« Oil Tank Installs T
‘ ‘

AND LABOR WARRANTY,
AS WELL AS THE
MANUFACTURERS
WARRANTY.

Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent

system breakdowns.

HELP WANTED -
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat
endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card.

Central air conditioning
and ductless mini splits

'mepmg, YouwWarm & Comforiable

. 508.434.1335

A Full Service Oil Company

24-Hour Emergency Service

WWW.LMTOIL.COM « WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

CONTAINER AND RUBBISH

15 & 20 Yarp Dumpster RentALs DeLiverep & Pickep Up

$195 month for standard restroom
$175 month for cold water sink

Call 508-476-1500

15 yard up to 2 ton $450 - 7 day rental
20 yard up to 3 ton $550 - 7 day rental

14 West Street, Douglas, MA 01516
www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

*Additional charges may apply for delivery beyond our service area or if weight of debris exceeds the ton limit.
Surcharges may also apply for hazardous waste removal of construction materials.

THERE’S A SMARTER
WAY TO HEAT ANY
ROOM THIS WINTER.

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

Heat the rooms youl live in...
without wasting energy on
the rooms you don’t.

——— ¢ Uses 25-50% less energy
to heat your home.

¢ Employs allergen filtration
to reduce germs, bacteria
and viruses.

>

Provides year-round
comfort that keeps you
cool in the summer too.

>

Requires no ductwork,
so installation is quick
and easy.

{1 =
‘ AMERICA’S #1
AP SELLING BRAND OF
e wéu DUCTLESS

Contact us today for a no cost
in-home assessment!

©2015 Mitsubishi Electric
Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:
-Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12 years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years on compressor)
-Finance through MassSave with 0% HeatLoan
-Rebates through MassSave & MassCEC (MassCEC rebates expire 3/20/191)
-Extended Labor Warranty Available
-Highly Trained Technicians with Installation & Service
Looking to replace your electric heat? Ask us about HUGE
rebate opportunities through MassSave!

Electrical Eantracmrs

ELECTRICAL » HVAG « GENERATORS
S08-476G-9879

MaorrissetleElecirical.com

COMING JUNE 2023

Think Summer! Warm weather.
Beaches. Golfing. Hiking. Outdoor
dining. Are you looking forward to it
as much as we are? Then promote your
business and events with our annual
Summer Guide - jam-packed with
things to do this summer.

Just add warm weather!

SUMMER GUIDE

Reach more than 73,000 homes and
businesses this June with our Annual
Summer Guide. Direct mailed to
Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, Douglas,
Grafton, Hopedale, Mendon, Millbury,
Northbridge, Oxford, Sutton, Upton,

Uxbridge and Webster! E

—ContactBill at
= email at bcronaﬁ@theyankeexpress com to book your space today!

—TheYankeeXpress F’
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