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Best Buddies Sweetheart Pageant
theme will be ‘Mythology’
Girls will perform, boys will dress up

By Theresa Knapp
This year’s Best Buddies 

Sweetheart Pageant will take 
place on Friday, April 28, 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the 
Milford High School audito-
rium. The event is free and 
the public is invited. 

The annual beauty and 
talent pageant is a time for 
MHS students with intellec-
tual disabilities to showcase 
their talents. It started in 
2014 after a female student 
with an intellectual disability 
at the time wanted to be in 
a pageant but there was not 
an opportunity for her to do 
so. A group of  students in 
the Best Buddies program 
decided to create such an op-
portunity. 

The current Best Buddies 
club has 125 students. 

Club Co-President Vedi 
Raval says, “It gets to show 
off their talents and who they 

are. A lot of  the time kids 
with intellectual disabilities 
feel excluded from the rest 
of  the school in a way. The 
pageant is a way for them 
to show off how special they 
are.” 

Each year the boys and 

girls rotate between showcas-
ing a talent in the pageant or 
dressing up in a way that re-
flects that year’s theme. The 

The Milford Best Buddies club is preparing for the Best Buddies 
Pageant to be held on April 28. Pictured here are club officers 
Tessa Scrimgeour, Vedi Raval, Dean Draycott, and Eddie Hough. 
Photo by Theresa Knapp 

What’s next? Post-graduation
plans for the Milford High
Class of 2023

By Linda Chuss
As high school winds down, se-

niors are known to kick back and 
celebrate. Yet it’s also naturally a 
time of  worry and anticipation as 
they face major decisions. 

“Students will be on their own 
for the first time. That indepen-
dence comes with freedom, but 
also change and added responsi-
bility,” said Jason Gelmini, a guid-

ance counselor at Milford High 
School.

The COVID pandemic has 
had an effect, too. “Students had 
less time to prepare, and some are 
less ready emotionally,” explained 
fellow guidance counselor Kate 

With decades of experience, guidance counselors at Milford High School 
advise students about options following high school: Debora Monteiro, 
Jennifer Mitchell-Hartford, Claudia Tamsky, Jason Gelmini, Amy DeVeuve, 
Amanda Masotta, and Kate Molinari. Courtesy photo

Milford branch 
openingopening in 

Spring of 2023!

centralfcu.com | (800) 527-1017

Get rewarded in the month of April
Open a Student Checking Account at Central One in the 
month of April and get $25 deposited into your account!

New accounts only. Federally Insured by NCUA. Terms and conditions apply. Primary account holder must be 13 years or older. If under 18 years of age, a parent or 
guardian must be on the account jointly.1 Free ATM network includes Central One, SUM and AllPoint terminals. Out of network terminal owners may charge a service fee. 2 

Please note: Online Bill Pay is not available for this account.

• No minimum balance required
• No monthly fees
•  55,000 fee free ATMs1

•  24/7 Online and mobile banking2

•     Instant card replacement if lost 
or stolen

•  Manage your card with our Card 
Control App

SHOP AND COMPARE - SAVE THOUSANDS ON OVER 2,000 VEHICLES IN ONE LOCATION! 
5 DEALERSHIPS | EIGHT BRANDS | BEST VEHICLE SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND 

 
8-18 UXBRIDGE ROAD (RTE. 16) MENDON, MA | 154 EAST MAIN STREET (RTE. 16) MILFORD, MA | 300 FORTUNE BLVD, MILFORD, MA

Discounts up to $15,000 
or as much as 30% off!

WE WORK WITH OVER 60 BANKS AND 
CREDIT UNIONS TO GET YOU THE 

LOWEST RATE POSSIBLE!
DOUBLE YOUR TAX 

REFUND! 
UP TO A TOTAL OF $3,000*

AS PART OF OUR MILLION DOLLAR SAVINGS EVENT, IMPERIAL WILL PUT $1,500 DOWN

$3,000
WE’LL MAKE IT A

*IMPERIAL WILL MATCH DOWN PAYMENT UP TO $1,500 IN THE FORM OF A DISCOUNT OFF OF THE FULL RETAIL PRICE FOR A TOTAL VALUE OF UP TO $3,000. NOT COMBINABLE WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS, PROMOTIONS OR INCENTIVES INCLUDING 
SPECIAL INTERNET PRICING AND HAS NO CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES. NOT ALL VEHICLES WILL QUALIFY. MUST PAY IN FULL AND TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY. MUST USE DEALER SOURCED FINANCING. ENDS 04/18/23.

VALUE

the 
value 

of
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local expertise you can trust

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co & affiliates: 
2775 Sanders Rd Northbrook IL 60062. © 2021 Allstate Insurance Co. 

15
64

62
35

Now Hiring/Willing to Train.

Benjamin Insurance Agency
cbenjamin@allstate.com

401-767-2061
72 South Main Street
Bellingham, MA

401-765-5000
125 Eddie Dowling Highway
North Smithfield, RI

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • HOT WATER • INDOOR AIR QUALITY
Heating Service Plans, Heating Install and Repairs & More! 

Coan Bioheat® Fuel Delivery
With significantly reduced greenhouse gas emissions & 

lower carbon footprint, it’s the most environmentally friendly heat fuel, and the safest.

196 West Central St., Natick • 508-653-5050 • 800-262-6462 • coanoil.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Interested in installing central AC? Ask about our preseason discounts!

Call TODAY!
Beat the rush and long supply lines. 

Specialists in Home Comfort & Energy Conservation

Selectmen Chair touts Milford/Amazon relationship
Discusses how Milford became model Amazon town

By Scott Calzolaio
When the Amazon ware-

house in Milford opened in 
2019, at a cost of  $34 million, 
the Board of  Selectmen were 
hit with a slew of  complaints 
about the company’s sudden 
encompassing presence in town; 
but now Milford’s relationship 
with the retail giant is attract-
ing attention from others facing 
similar issues.

The early relationship with 
Amazon was rocky. Tensions 
flew high as residents felt im-
posed upon by the company, 
said Tom O’Loughlin, Chair-
person of  the Board of  Select-
men.

Between truck traffic, tractor-
trailers going down streets that 
cannot support the weight, and 
various complaints of  prop-
erty damage, it was clear to 
O’Loughlin that a more working 
relationship with the company 
would benefit both parties.

“There were people that had 
fences knocked down, and other 
damage,” he said. “I’ve built a 
relationship with them because 
of  the number of  complaints.”

O’Loughlin said he began es-
tablishing this relationship with 
local delivery contractors, and 
Amazon representatives alike. 
What were once long updates 
and lists of  complaints from the 
Board of  Selectmen, have faded 
to near quarterly updates in the 
last three years, he said.

By working with these Ama-
zon liaisons during his three-
year tenure with the Board of  
Selectmen, O’Loughlin said the 
relationship with the company 
has become less of  an issue and 
more of  an opportunity.

“Some of  what we’ve ac-
complished here, they pretty 
much use as a model,” he 
said. “I have received calls, not 
only from across the state, but 
from across the country saying 
‘Tell us how you did this’,” he 
laughed.

Establishing this working 
relationship, he said, was far 
easier than he thought it might 
be, as they were very receptive 
to change, and willing to take 
the pressure off by helping in 
any way.

“The way I’ve approached 

it - you can live in an arm-wres-
tling contest forever, or you can 
sit down and have discussions 
about how we can resolve these 
issues for our residents,” said 
O’Loughlin.

Now, Amazon has paid for 
certain street signs deterring 
their drivers from heading 
down structurally questionable 
roads. The company also aids 
with seasonal cleanups around 
their two town warehouse loca-

tions and surrounding areas. 
Porta-potty facilities have been 
installed along with dumpsters 
near the entrances and exits of  
the warehouse locations as well, 
to ensure drivers do not resort to 
littering.

These, said O’Loughlin, 
are just a few examples of  how 
the company has shifted to a 
“friendly neighbor” attitude 
towards the town and its repre-
sentatives.  

Complaints, he said, have 
dwindled over the last year or 
so, and Amazon remains highly 
receptive to the criticism. 

“When we get a complaint, 
we send it to Amazon right 
away. We don’t wait for a meet-
ing, and they’re very respon-
sive,” he said. “I’ve had people 
with knocked down fences come 
back to me and they could not 
believe how quickly Amazon 
responded.”

The Amazon warehouse on Commercial Way. Source: Google Maps

The Friends of Milford Town Library semiannual Book Sale April 28
The Friends of  the Milford 

Town Library will begin their 
semiannual book sale for mem-
bers of  the Friends only on 
Friday, April 28, from 4 - 7 p.m. 
Memberships are $15 per year 
and may be paid at the door. 
The book sale will continue on 
Saturday, April 29 from 10 a.m. 

- 3 p.m.
Thousands of  books are 

available: bestsellers, myster-
ies, classics, cookbooks, books 
on history, investing, hobbies, 
crafts, and children’s books. 
Audio books, CDs, DVDs, and 
puzzles are also available. In the 
adult section, all items are $1.All 

children’s books are 25¢. This is 
a great chance to gather books 
for vacation reading, entertain-
ing visiting grandchildren, or to 
lower the cost of  required school 
assignments. You’ll find recre-
ational and reference materials 
for both adults and children, 
textbooks for home schooling, 

possibly a favorite out-of-print 
title you’ve been searching for 
or a copy of  the classic story-
book that was lost in a move; all 
while helping the Friends fund 
programs, museum passes and 
materials for the Milford Town 
Library.

If  you have books to donate, 

please bring them to the Milford 
Town Library before the sale.  
We don’t accept textbooks more 
than 5 years old or Readers Di-
gest condensed books.

Put this book sale on your 
schedule and support the Mil-
ford Town Library during the 
sale.
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IMPERIAL WASH ONLY. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH 
ANY OTHER PROMOTIONS, OFFERS, OR DISCOUNTS. 
NOT VALID ON PRIOR PURCHASES. LIMIT OF ONE 
PER CUSTOMER. EXPIRES 04/30/23.

CLIP COUPON OR SCAN CODE TO REDEEMMON-FRI: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM  | SAT-SUN: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

IMPERIALWASHANDDETAIL.COM
14 UXBRIDGE RD | MENDON, MA 01756 |  508.478.7697

• State of the Art Car Wash 

• 24 Hour Rain Guarantee 

• Each Vehicle is Hand Dried 

• À la carte options available 
 
• 10% Discount for Seniors, 

Veterans & First Responders

$500 Off
OUR SIGNATURE IMPERIAL WASH

American Legion Post receives free car from Imperial
Vehicle will help transport vets to medical appointments

In February, Imperial Cars donated a vehicle to American Legion Post 
85 to help transport veterans to medical appointments. Pictured here 
are (L) Rich Allain, Commander's Liaison for American Legion Post 85; 
Mike Penner, Executive General Manager at Imperial Cars; and Rob 
Lefort, Commander of Post 85. Courtesy photos

By Theresa Knapp 
When American Legion Post 

85 was in need of  a vehicle to 
transport veterans to medical 
appointments, Commander's 
Liaison Rich Allain took to the 
airwaves of  WOON 1240, spe-
cifically the radio show of  Dave 
Richard and Gary Smith who 
often allow him to promote Le-
gion services. 

“We have been having 
trouble getting vets in northern 
Rhode Island, and the south-
ern [Massachusetts] towns that 
border Rhode Island, to their 
medical appointments so I was 
talking about it on the radio,” 
says Allain. Then, later that day, 
“All of  a sudden, the telephone 
call comes in from [owner] 
Kevin Meehan from Imperial 

Cars who says ‘Hey, we want to 
donate a vehicle to you guys.’” 

In February, Imperial Cars 
held a ceremony and donated 
a 2008 Chevy Impala with low 
mileage to the Legion. They also 
donated two years of  free main-
tenance. 

“The car is like mint, it’s 
clean, and it’s beautiful,” says 
Allain. “This is going to help 
everybody. It’s going to help 
them in Providence too, we 
can take care of  our vets in this 
area.” 

Typically, veterans call 
the Veterans’ Administration 
Medical Center in Providence 
to arrange a ride to a medical 
appointment but the demand 
is incredibly high, says Allain. 
In addition, after an appoint-

ment at the VA, vets are often 
referred to an outside specialist 
on another day which means 
they need another ride which 
creates an additional burden on 
the transportation system.  

“This is the area that the guys 
have been having a real hard 
time getting to their appoint-
ments, and we’re trying to allevi-
ate some of  that burden and by 
getting someone to donate a car, 

that’s just going to do the trick,” 
says Allain, noting the Legion 
currently has nine volunteer 
drivers. 

Allain says the Legion is very 
grateful for the car. 

“A big thank you to Kevin 
Meehan and the crew at Impe-
rial Cars and [service] mainte-
nance, we so appreciate what 
they did for us in donating the 
vehicle; and I really want to 

thank Rob Lefort who allowed 
me to take this project and really 
work with it.”

If  veterans need a ride 
to a medical appointment, 
they should call the Ameri-
can Legion at 401-766-7585 
and give their information 
to the person who answers, 
then a Legion member will 
get back to them to arrange 
the ride. 

"Someone in our office 
heard the radio program," 
says Mike Penner, Executive 
General Manager of
Imperial Cars.
"We donated the vehicle 
because we care about
veterans and first
responders, and we felt it 
was the right thing to do."

,,
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Ready, set, grow! Tips from the Greenleaf Garden Club

By Linda Chuss
As warm weather plays 

hide-and-seek early in the New 
England spring season, green 
thumbs in the region become 
itchy to work their gardens. 

“Having moved here from 
Oklahoma, I was surprised that 
spring arrives so late and much 
of  the planting needs to wait 
until May,” said Patsy Timmons, 
President of  the Greenleaf  Gar-
den Club in Milford. 

The club has been around for 
55 years, with one original mem-
ber still participating. Their 50 
members share advise and plants, 
hold educational programs, and 
give back to the town.

“Right now, clean your beds, 
removing the leaves, pruning 
back the spent perennials, and 
adding new mulch. Don’t do 
that in the fall because the ben-
eficial insects and other critters 

like to use the stalks over win-
ter,” Patsy advises.

As for planting, according to 
Judy Thomas, a board member 
who also spearheads town beau-
tification, “Place plants where 
they need to be in terms of  
shade and sunlight – sun plants 
need at least six hours of  light. 
I like to plan for continual color 
throughout the seasons – bulbs 
from fall plantings, then irises, 
and day lilies.”

Don’t till the soil because it 
brings dormant seeds, including 
from weeds, to the surface. In-
stead, Thomas recommends try-
ing a “lasagna garden,” which 
the club did when planting the 
Purchase Street island. Start 
with a layer of  cardboard on the 
ground at the site for the plant-
ing, layer compost, manure, and 
wood chips, then cut through 
the layers and cardboard and 

Uplifting blooms along Main Street in the summer of 2022, provided 
by the Greenleaf Garden Club. Courtesy photo

Use this
QR CODE

to visit our
NEW

Facebook Page

FR  PRESS

Greenleaf Garden Club members Nancy Wojick, Patsy Timmons, and 
Judy Thomas planting the new memorial garden at Draper Park in June 
2022. Courtesy photo

put your plant into the opening.
Emily Hooper Alston joined 

the club after moving here from 
California, impressed by the 
plantings around town and look-
ing to learn how to garden in 
this climate. 

“To deal with potential 
droughts, avoid species that need 
frequent watering. Mulch to pre-
serve moisture. During watering 
bans, you can use rain barrels 
and water from dehumidifier 
buckets.” For her vegetables, she 
conserves water with a drip ir-
rigation hose.

Vegetable gardening, espe-
cially in raised beds, has become 
popular in recent years. Another 

trend is using native plants and 
those that will attract pollinators.

 “They like bee balm and 
native asters,” Timmons said. 
“Hummingbirds love a trum-
pet flower bush with its long-
throated orange blooms,” Alston 
added.

The Greenleaf  Garden Club 
welcomes members of  any ex-
perience level. New members 
are paired with a mentor their 
first year. The club has program 
meetings from September to 
April and holds summer field 
trips. For more information, 
visit greenleafgardenclub.org or 
email greenleafgardenclub@
gmail.com.
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age at which you must take 
withdrawals — known as 
required minimum distribu-
tions, or RMDs — from your 
traditional IRA and 401(k) has 
increased from 72 to 73, effec-
tive this year. (If  you turned 72 
in 2022, but still haven’t taken 
your first RMD, you will need 
to do so this year.) And in 2033, 
the RMD age will increase 
again, to 75. You don’t have to 
wait until these ages before tak-
ing withdrawals, but the new 
age limits may affect your with-
drawal decisions.  

• Lower penalties for missed 
RMDs – If  you don’t take at 
least the RMD for a given year, 
you could face tax penalties. 
Previously, this penalty was 
50% of  the amount you were 
supposed to have taken but now 
it’s reduced to 25%.

• New options for qualified 
charitable distributions – If  you’re 
70½ or older, you can make a 
one-time qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD) of  up to 
$50,000 to entities that previ-

ously couldn’t receive these 
QCDs, including charitable 
remainder annuity trusts, chari-
table remainder unitrusts and 
charitable gift annuities that 
meet certain criteria. Because 
QCDs are typically excluded 
from your taxable income and 
could satisfy some or all of  your 
required RMDs, which are oth-
erwise taxable, these expanded 
opportunities may prove ben-
eficial from a tax standpoint. 
Consult with your tax advisor 
to determine if  and how QCDs 
make sense for your situation. 
If  you’re still working …

• Roth contributions to retire-
ment plans – Starting this year, 
if  you participate in a 401(k) or 
similar plan, you can take your 
employer’s matching and other 
contributions on a Roth basis. 
While these contributions will 
count as taxable income, they 
can ultimately be withdrawn, 
along with any earnings they 
generate, tax free, provided you 
meet certain conditions. 
If  you’re a business owner …

• Increased tax credit for starting 
a retirement plan – If  you have 50 
or fewer employees, you can 
now claim a startup credit cov-
ering 100% — up from 50% 
— of  the administrative costs 
of  opening a 401(k) plan, up 
to $5,000 for each of  the first 
three years of  the plan. 

• Employer contribution credit – 
You may now be able to get a 
tax credit based on employee 
matching or profit-sharing con-
tributions. This credit is capped 
at $1,000 per employee and 
phases out gradually over five 
years. 

• Military spouse tax incen-
tive – If  you have 100 or fewer 
employees who earn at least 
$5,000 annually, you can earn 
a tax credit of  up to $500 for 
three years if  you make military 
spouses eligible for a retirement 
plan, such as a 401(k) or SEP 
IRA. You can receive the credit 
for the year in which the mili-
tary spouse is hired, plus the 
next two taxable years.

These aren’t the only provi-

sions in the SECURE 2.0 Act 
that may be relevant to you, 
and some parts of  the new 
law go into effect in the future. 
You may want to contact your 
financial and tax advisors to see 
just how you might ultimately 
be affected by this legislation, 
and how you could take advan-
tage of  it. 

  Edward Jones, its employees 
and financial advisors cannot 
provide tax or legal advice. You 
should consult your attorney or 
qualified tax advisor regarding 
your situation.

If  you would like to discuss 
your personal situation with a 
financial advisor contact: 

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA 
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article. 

Your own decisions and ac-
tions typically determine your 
financial strategies. But outside 
events can affect your choices, 
too. And that may be the case 
with the recent passage of  the 
SECURE 2.0 Act.

This piece of  legislation cov-
ers many areas. But here are 
some changes that may be of  
interest to you, depending on 
your situation:
If  you’re a retiree …

• Higher age for RMDs – The 

New law may offer financial opportunities

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Guiding expectant parents through the final stages  
of pregnancy, as well as focusing on labor and delivery, 
immediate postpartum and newborn care.

Childbirth Education  
Classes

14 Prospect Street • Milford, MA • milfordregional.org

To Register:
Visit milfordregional.org & select  
“Classes and Events.”

Class Options:
• In-person four-week sessions 
• In-person weekend sessions
• Virtual four-week sessions
In-person sessions include a tour of The Maternity Center. 

Milford Regional Medical Center is committed to providing exceptional healthcare services to our community with dignity, compassion and respect.
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How you choose to connect with your money is 
personal. That’s why, at Charles River Bank, we offer 
powerful solutions — including online & mobile 
banking, mobile wallet, debit card control, and more — 
with every checking account. So you can manage your 
money how, when, and where you want!

Visit CharlesRiverBank.com  
to learn more about our accounts or to get started today.

Everything you 
need to manage 

your money.
Shop | Pay | Manage | Track

Member FDIC
Member DIF

Medway • Bellingham • Mendon

BEST BUDDIES
continued from page 1

BEST BUDDIES
SWEETHEART PAGEANT

WHERE: Milford High School Auditorium
WHEN: Friday, April 28
TIME: 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
~~~~~~~~

CONCURSO
“BEST BUDDIES SWEETHEART”

DONDE: Auditorio de Milford High School
CUANDO: Viernes, 28 de Abril

HORA: 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
~~~~~~~~

CONCURSO
“BEST BUDDIES SWEETHEART”
ONDE: Auditorio da Milford High School

QUANDO: Sexta-feira, 28 de abril
HORARIO: 17:00 – 20:00 p.m.

2023 theme is Mythology. 
This year the girls will per-

form and the boys will dress up 
in costumes such as Hercules, 
Zeus, and Percy Jackson; and 
the school will be decorated with 
the mythology theme. 

Past performances have in-
cluded guitar riffs, singing, danc-
ing, tricks, basketball dribbles, 
and Lego® building.  

“It’s a pretty exciting day,” 
says club Co-President Tessa 
Scrimgeour. “There are some 
really creative talents.” 

Last year, club Vice Presi-
dent Eddie Hough helped out 
backstage. “It’s kind of  fun to 
be with them before they go 
on stage, they’re so excited. It’s 
fun to watch everyone do their 
thing and show off for a crowd, 
they don’t get that opportunity 
anyplace else…and the perfor-
mances were really awesome!” 

The event is the club’s big-
gest fundraiser of  the year. 
Admission is free but there will 
be raffle baskets and other op-
portunities to mke donations at 
the event. Pageant proceeds will 
help cover costs for activities like 
pumpkin decorating and ginger-
bread house kits; and will help 
defray costs associated with trips 
to the Providence Bruins, Woo 
Sox, a movie theater, and more. 

Club Buddy Advisor Dean 
Draycott said he joined the club 
last year because “I like hang-
ing out with friends and making 
connections with people.” 

Hough also joined last year. 
“It’s really cool that I’m making 
an impact and am part of  the 

reason these kids look forward 
to events and feel like they have 
a friend.” 

Raval said she enjoys being in 
the club because “It makes me 
feel like I’m part of  something 
bigger than myself…I have 
known a lot of  these students for 
a long time.” 

Scrimgeour has been in the 
club for four years. “My favor-
ite part is being able to have a 
safe and non-judgmental space 
for everyone. I love going to 
the dances every month. They 
are truly the best people you 
will ever meet, and you get to 
express yourself  and be sur-
rounded by people with positiv-
ity and love.”  

Special education teacher 
Nathan Gaucher, one of  the 
club’s three advisors says, “This 
club prepares all students for 
how we want to view the real 
world, with love, acceptance and 
kindness; and we hope that it 
spreads to everyone who comes 
in contact with our club.”

Organizers are also seeking 
community sponsors and dona-
tions of  any kind, including raf-
fle basket items, gift cards, and 
time and service to help make 
the pageant a success. 

For more information, con-
tact Alexis Forgit at aforgit@
milfordma.com 

Eighth Annual Milford 
Beautification Day, April 22
All Milford residents and groups invited to volunteer
to help clean our community

Citizens for Milford is or-
ganizing the Eighth Annual 
Milford Beautification Day, 
Milford’s annual clean-up 
event, which enables area 
residents, organizations, and 
businesses to work together to 
beautify our community by 
picking up trash around town. 
Milford Beautification Day 
will be held Saturday, April 22 
(rain or shine) from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. All interested citizens 
are invited to meet with orga-
nizers anytime between those 
hours in the municipal parking 
lot across from Sacred Heart 
Church (5 East Main Street) to 
get supplies, instructions, and 
assignments. 

Families, community 
groups, churches, local busi-
nesses, and teenagers who 
need to perform service hours 
are all invited to participate. 
Younger children are encour-

aged to attend as long as they 
are accompanied by a super-
vising adult.  

Beautification Day Chair-
person Nancy Wojick says, “I 
hope that many people, young 
and old, join us to clean up the 
streets of  Milford on April 22. 
It is a great way to meet others 
from the community who take 
pride in their town.”  We will 
once again be joined by the 
Friends of  the Milford Upper 
Charles Trail and volunteers 
from the Milford Federal Bank.

Trash bags, gloves, safety 
vests and water will be pro-
vided to all clean-up volun-
teers. 

And we are delighted to an-
nounce that once again The 
Lions Club is going to be cook-
ing hot dogs and hamburgers 
for all participants!  So, we 
encourage you to return after 
you are finished to return vests 

and gloves and have some deli-
cious lunch. 

Questions regarding any of  
the Beautification Day efforts 
may be submitted by email to 
CitizensforMilford@gmail.com. 

Citizens for Milford are sin-
cerely grateful to our partners 
Milford Federal Bank, The 
Friends of  the Milford Upper 
Charles Bike Trail, The Lions 
Club and The Milford High-
way Department and the all of  
the citizens who take pride in 
their town and make this such 
a successful event.

Citizens for Milford is a vol-
unteer, nonpartisan, grassroots 
organization, which includes a 
diverse group of  citizens who 
care about our community. 
Participation in our projects 
and events is open to everyone 
in Milford. More information 
is available on the group’s web-
site CitizensforMilford.com.

Looking To Advertise? Contact Jen today at
508-570-6544 or jenschofield@localtownpages.com
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EYE CENTER
MILFORD  -  FRANKLIN

Optical
Shop

On-Site

Saturday & 
After Hours 

Available

Shalin Zia, O.D.Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  John F. Hatch, M.D. Bryan Hong, M.D.    Donald L. Conn, O.D.Michael R. Adams, O.D. Dr. Mai-Khuyen Nguyen, O.D. 

World-Class Eye Care & Surgery in Milford
New Patients Receive a Free Pair of Select Glasses

SMILEFORVISION.COM

FRANKLIN OFFICE
750 Union St.
508-528-3344

MILFORD OFFICE
160 South Main St.

508-473-7939

MILLIS OFFICE
730 Main St.

508-528-3344

SURGERY CENTER MILFORD
145 West St.

508-381-6040

Dr.  Purvi Patel, O.D. 

EYES 
continued on page 9

Milford-Franklin Eye Center World-Class
Eye Care closer to home 
By: Roger M. Kaldawy, M.D.  
Milford Franklin Eye Center 

  Milford-Franklin Eye Cen-
ter has been providing eye care 
to the community for almost 
5 decades.  Our mission is to 
deliver state-of-the-art eyecare 
by physicians, surgeons and 
optometrists who are predomi-
nantly from the community, live 
in the community and dedicate 
their careers to serving the com-
munity. During the past decades 
we have performed hundreds 
of  thousands of  procedures, 
many of  those are complex and 
are only available in Boston. 
We serve everyone in the com-
munity, regardless of  insurance 
coverage, race, or disability. Our 
practice physicians are local and 
are available daily for emergen-
cies and difficult cases. Other 
practices do not do the same  
and often times the provider 
you see in those practices is not 
even a physician. If  they have 
physicians, they are only there 

sporadically.  When it comes to 
eyecare, ask your friends and 
neighbors who is the best? Your 
eyes deserve the best. 

 Are all eyecare providers 
equal? Unfortunately, they are 
not. For example did you know 
if  you have cataract surgery in 
a practice with no local oph-
thalmologist present daily you 
may end up referred to Boston 
in an emergency? We have you 
covered as our ophthalmologists 
(eye physicians/ surgeons) are 
local and available on a daily 
basis. Did you know that our 
practice is the only practice tak-
ing calls for our local emergency 
room at Milford Regional Hos-
pital?  The only practice!  Other 
practices refuse to take call. We 
have been doing the same for 
5 decades and are dedicated to 
you.  

Milford Franklin Eye Center 
has a better vision for your eyes 
and is dedicated to our commu-
nity. Our ophthalmologists have 

performed hundreds of  thou-
sands of  surgeries, have lectured 
nationally and internationally 
and trained junior physicians 
and other ophthalmologists form 
prestigious academic institutions. 
Choose wisely- Your eyes deserve 
the best. 

 With offices located in Mil-
ford, Franklin and Millis (Mil-
lis Eye Center), and soon a new 
satellite office in Hopkinton, our 
own award-winning surgery cen-
ter in Milford and a support staff 
of  60, we are proud to be the 
leading medical and surgical eye 
care center in the area and one 
of  the major eye care centers in 
the State.  We are also one of  the 
rare ophthalmology practices to 
own and operate our own surgi-
cal center, the Cataract Surgery 
Center of  Milford.  No longer 
need to travel miles and hours 
to have cataract surgery!  Three 
experienced eye physicians/ 
surgeons and 5 optometrists are 
here to deliver comprehensive 

and excellent eye care for the en-
tire family.  If  your eyecare pro-
vider is still asking you to travel 
far away for eyecare or surgery, 
call us for a second opinion. 

Have you wondered where do 
other physicians and even oph-
thalmologists go for their eyecare 
and surgery? You guessed it! We 
have been privileged to care for 
other physicians and we have 
operated on other ophthalmolo-
gists. Those who know best about 

eyecare and surgery have consis-
tently chosen us for their care 
and continue to do the same. 

 Our practice is proud to offer 
the latest and best in medical 
and surgical ophthalmology. For 
glaucoma we have the latest in 
selective laser trabeculoplasty 
to reduce eye pressure and offer 
Durysta implants to reduce de-
pendance on eye drops. We also 
use stents and other procedures 
with cataract surgery to lower eye 
pressure and manage glaucoma. 
Our surgeons were the first sur-
geon in the area to offer blade-
less laser assisted Femto cataract 



Page 8   Milford Free Press  |  www.MilfordFreePress.com  April 13 - May 10, 2023

Milford Town Library Calendar of Events
80 Spruce Street, Milford  •  508-473-2145  •  MilfordTownLibrary.org  •  HOURS:  Mon. – Thurs. 9-9   •   Fri. 9-6   •   Sat. 9-5   •   Sun. CLOSED

508.533.6561
info@medwayoilpropane.com

medwayoilpropane.com

TAKE LIFE OUTDOORS

POWERED BY PROPANE

Fireplaces & Fire Pits • Grilling • Generators
Pool & Spa Heating • Outdoor Kitchens  

Patio Heating & Lighting • Home Heating

Call today to make your life better with propane
& ask about our New Customer Programs!

HOME 
HEATING

HOME 
HEATING

By Reference Department
 

Library Closed on Patriots’ 
Day

The library will be closed on 
Monday, April 17 in observance 
of  Patriots’ Day. 

Tax Forms Available
The federal and state fax 

forms are available on the Grab 
& Go Table located at the li-
brary entrance, between the 
double doors. Schedules can be 
found at www.irs.gov. 

The AARP Tax Assistance 
Program has concluded for the 
season and more than 170 se-
niors and low-moderate income 
individuals were helped. The 
library is happy to partner with 
the AARP to make this impor-
tant service available. 

ESL Drop in Classes 
During April, Drop-In ESL 

Classes will meet on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the 
ESL classroom on the lower 
level. No registration is neces-
sary.

A newly created English 
Learning Lab, featuring iPads 
loaded with language tools 
such as Mango Languages and 
Transparent Languages is avail-
able Monday - Thursday 9:30 

a.m. - 8:30 p.m., Friday, 9:30 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Students 
can borrow iPads and wire-
less headphones for self-paced, 
in-library use of  these tools to 
learn English. Go to the Refer-
ence Desk to sign up for 30, 60 
or 90-minute sessions. We thank 
the Milford Rotary for their 
sponsorship. 

Acrylic Floral Workshop 
with Libia Goncalves

Painters of  all skill levels are 
invited to attend a step by step 
acrylic floral painting workshop 
on Tuesday, April 11 from 7 - 
8:30 p.m. Participants will leave 
with their own finished canvas. 
This workshop is appropriate 
for ages 13 and older and a fun 
time for groups of  friends.

A gifted artist, Libia has been 
featured on MilfordTV and 
has exhibited her own work at 
the library and also curated an 
exhibit of  work by her young 
students. She currently studies 
art at Worcester State University 
and is the owner of  D’Colorex 
art studio. Libia recently won 
a juror’s prize for her painting 
The Great Heron in the 19th 
Annual College Art Show spon-
sored by ArtsWorcester. 

Materials are $5 for Friends 

members or $15 for non-mem-
bers which includes an annual 
membership. Spots are limited, 
so please email reference@mil-
fordtownlibrary.org or call 508-
473-2145, ext. 219 to sign up. 

Dave Morin Photographs
Local photographer Dave 

Morin returns with a new ex-
hibit of  recent photographs 
which will be on display near the 
Information Desk throughout 
April. A patron favorite, Dave’s 
work features a combination of  
portraits, and nature photogra-
phy. Beside his beautiful images, 
Dave also shares details how he 
captured his shots. 

Center Book Group
The Center Book Group will 

meet on Tuesday, April 18 at 
10 a.m. at the Milford Senior 
Center to discuss a book of  
poems Call Us What We Carry by 
Amanda Gorman. 

National Poetry Month 
is a perfect time to read and 
savor the work of  this young, 
black poet who read her poem 
The Hill We Climb at President 
Biden’s inauguration. Her work 
has a musical quality that begs 
to be read aloud.

To reserve a copy or to learn 
more about the Center Book 
Group, please call the Informa-
tion Desk at 508-473-2145, ext. 
219 or email Anne at aberard@
milfordtownlibrary.org. 

The Contemporary Book 
The Contemporary Book 

Group will discuss Ten Thousand 
Doors of  January by Alix E. Har-
row on Wednesday, April 26 at 7 
p.m. in the Children’s Program 
Room. 

The titular January is January 
Scaller, a young woman living 
in 1900s as a ward of  a wealthy 
family. She finds a book in the 
mansion where she’s landed and 
it opens up new worlds for her. 
This lyrical novel straddles sev-
eral literary genres—coming of  
age, adventure, and fantasy. 

To reserve a copy of  The Ten 
Thousand Doors of  January or for 
more info, call Shelley at 508-
473-2145, ext. 223 or email ms-
gammato@milfordtownlibrary.
org.

Cookbook Club 
The Cookbook Group will 

meet not meet in April. If  inter-
ested in becoming a member or 
for more information, email the 
Reference Department at refer-
ence@milfordtownlibrary.org. 

Let’s Get Growing Cannabis
Plant Guy Eric will present a 

cannabis growing workshop on 
Saturday, April 22 at 1 p.m. Eric 
is a cannabis cultivation consul-
tant in central Massachusetts 
who teaches people how to grow 
their own medical or recre-
ational marijuana - successfully, 
affordably, and legally. From 

choosing seeds, to daily care, 
right through the process of  
harvesting and curing, you will 
learn all you need to know to 
begin. This event is 21+. Spon-
sored by the Milford Cultural 
Council, a local agency, which is 
supported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

Friends of  the Library 
Spring Booksale

The Friends of  the Library 
will hold their spring booksale 
on Friday, April 28 4 - 7 p.m. 
(members) and Saturday, April 
29 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. for the pub-
lic. Great deals on books, mov-
ies, music, puzzles and more for 
the whole family can be had. 
Join other book lovers at this 
can’t miss event. 

Friends memberships ($15 
annually) can be purchased or 
renewed at the door. Those 
who renew their memberships 
by June 10 will be entered in a 
raffle for a raised herb garden.  
https://www.milfordtownli-
brary.org/friends-library/pages/
become-member

Coming Soon:
Matt York will perform songs 

by and tell stories about Johnny 
Cash, Waylon Jennings, Kris 
Kristofferson and Willie Nelson 
on Saturday, May 6 at 1 p.m.

May artist: Nancy Russo
Look for us at Celebrate Mil-

ford on Saturday, May 20.

Electronics Recycling Day April 29
The First Congregational 

Church of  Milford is sponsoring 
an Electronics Recycling Day on 
Saturday, April 29 from 8 a.m. 
- noon. The church will ensure 
that 99% of  dropped off items 
will be reused and recycled.

All computer monitors, com-
puters, parts and accessories, 
faxes, copiers, printers, scan-
ners and TV’s can be recycled. 
Recycling fees range from $5 to 
$35 per item. Cell phones can 
be recycled at no charge and 
will be donated to charities that 
recycle and reuse them. The 
recycling vendor will erase and 
shred all hard drives at no ad-
ditional cost.

This event is an easy and 
fun way to dispose of  the old 
electronics in your garage, base-
ment, attic and offices. So start 
setting them aside now and 
bring them to the church park-
ing lot on Saturday, April 29. A 
drive through process will allow 
those donating to quickly drop 
off their items where help will be 
available.

The First Congregational 
Church Electronics Recycling 
event is held twice a year during 
April and September. We very 
much appreciate the support 
of  those who have previously 
chosen to responsibly recycle 
with us and look forward to 
continuing to offer this recycling 
opportunity.

Drop off in the church park-
ing lot at 4 Congress Street, 
Milford. (Opposite Draper Park, 
next to the Post Office). Please 
enter the lot from the Church 
street entrance.

Cash payments only, please. 
For more information contact 
Martha at 508-904-4471.
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EYES
continued from page 7

Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems   
provide year-round comfort and 
are up to 40% more efficient than 

traditional systems.  

Call us for a free estimate                
Boucher Energy Systems

508-473-6648
 www.boucherenergy.com

surgery.  This laser procedure is 
offered locally at the Cataract 
and Laser Surgery Center of  Mil-
ford. We have the only fellowship 
trained pediatric ophthalmolo-
gist in the area. We have the only 
dedicated optical shop offering a 
boutique style frames and glasses 
for our precious and unique little 
eyes. Our vitreoretinal specialists 
are world- renowned and have 
written the books on retina eye 
care. They have also trained other 
students and fellows in this field.  

We are particularly proud of  
our surgery center, the Cata-
ract Surgery Center of  Milford. 
This facility is in your backyard 

and is proud to offer world class 
cataract surgery closer to home: 
Here in Milford. Our surgery 
center passed certification and 
accreditation by the most rigor-
ous State and National accredi-
tation agencies. 

 Cataract surgery is all about 
better precision, more safety, 
and excellent outcomes. At Mil-
ford Franklin Eye Center, Dr. 
Kaldawy is proud to have been 
the first surgeon in the area and 
among the first in Massachusetts 
to offer bladeless laser assisted 
cataract surgery and the first sur-
geon in the greater Boston area 
to implant the PanOptix and 
Vivity lens implants. We have 
trained local and out-of-state 
surgeons on how to perform cat-
aract surgery. We implant high 

quality premium lenses, with 
correction for distance, near and 
everything in between. Many 
cases of  astigmatism are no lon-
ger a problem. Our percentage 
of  posterior capsule complica-
tions and infections is one of  
the lowest in the Nation. 100% 
of  the surgeries are performed 
under topical anesthesia, so only 
drops, no need for shots and no 
need for stitches.

We are also proud of  our 5 
optometrists who deliver com-
prehensive and routine eyecare 
to our community and for the 
entire family. They are all ac-
cepting new patients and they 
have a zero-wait time appoint-
ments. They are here to help 
daily, with availability of  late and 
Saturday appointments. All our 

optometrists work under the di-
rect supervision and immediate 
access to our ophthalmologists/ 
specialists. 

 We are equally proud of  our 
optical shop which is the only 
local shop to have its own dedi-
cated lab and can cut and finish 
your glasses while you wait. Our 
shop is run by an optician with 4 
decades of  experience. 

Our eye institute has profes-
sional management focused on 
quality customer care.  90% of  
our staff has been with us for over 
5 years!  Excellent retention of  
staff means outstanding loyalty 
and training. 

Milford-Franklin Eye Center 
realizes you have choices when it 
comes to eye care.  We are dif-
ferent.  We are an M.D. physi-

cian/ surgeon specialist eyecare 
institute  available for you daily 
and fully-headquartered locally 
with our optometrists helping 
with routine eye care only.  We 
focus on excellent and advanced 
eye care and treat our patients as 
if  everyone is family.  We have 
surgical results that rival those 
of  major centers in Boston- we 
can prove it.  We are from the 
community, most of  us live in the 
community and our focus is to 
serve the community.  We believe 
in a better vision for your eyes. 
Your eyes deserve the best. 

For more details, see our ad 
on page 7.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT 
Sponsored articles are submitted by our 
advertisers. The advertiser is solely re-
sponsible for the content of  this article.

Pet Spotlight

Jasada and Gumbo available at The Milford Humane Society. 
Courtesy photo.

This month the Milford Humane Society is featuring 
Jasada and Gumbo, who are two young male cats that were 
surrendered separately but decided to move in together; and 
they have been roommates ever since.

Jasada is an active Tabby Tux who enjoys interacting with 
other cats. Gumbo is a black medium haired cat with stun-
ning green eyes who prefers to hang back and nap while his 
friend wanders.

For more information on Jasada and Gumbo, or the other 
cats at The Milford Humane Society, please visit
https://www.milfordhumane.org/

NEW ENGLANDNEW ENGLAND REGLAZE REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com

Reg. Reg. $$399399
Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOWCALL US NOW
617-895-7771617-895-7771

NOWNOW  $$299.299.0000

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more
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Recent Home Sales
Date Milford Amount
03/27/2023 39 ½ Claflin Street $320,000
03/24/2023 95 Prospect Street $390,000
03/24/2023 7 Country Club Lane #C $416,000
03/22/2023 62 E Main Street $374,000
03/17/2023 5 W Pine Street $525,000
03/16/2023 86A East Street Ex $550,000
03/15/2023 23 Chestnut Street $600,000
03/09/2023 15 Temple Street $495,000
03/06/2023 56 Bowdoin Drive $371,000
03/06/2023 18 Country Club Lane $360,000
03/03/2023 20 Sherwood Drive $486,000
03/03/2023 8 Clarridge Circle $650,000
03/03/2023 5 Whitewood Road $750,000
02/28/2023 8 Trinity Drive $492,500
02/28/2023 186 Medway Road $520,000
02/27/2023 15 Vassar Drive $485,000
02/27/2023 94 S Main Street $295,500

Source: www.zillow.com / Compiled by Milford Free Press

5 West Pine Street in Milford recently sold for $525,000.
Photo credit www.zillow.com

WHAT'S NEXT?
continued from page 1

Molinari. 
Amanda Masotta, also a 

guidance counselor, knowing 
some students withdraw from 
college, said, “With tuition costs 
so high, more students are for-
going college to prevent wasting 
money. Or they choose colleges 
with online classes to more eas-
ily work while attending.”

Overall, plans for the 310 
graduates in 2023 will likely re-
semble 2022 figures. About 51% 
pursued a four-year degree, 
8% a two-year program, 7% 
enrolled in career education, 
1% signed on with the military, 
1% took a gap year, and 31% 
entered the workforce. 

“More students are attend-
ing community college, some 

to complete general education 
requirements before transferring 
to a four-year school,” Masotta 
noted. “Community college is 
viewed in a positive light and is 
a smart economic choice.”

It can be hard deciding where 
to attend and what to study. 
Senior Brianna Gerreiro shared 
about the importance of  a school 
visit. “When you have an expec-
tation of  a college, the reality of  
visiting in person can be very 
different.” Gelmini noted, “More 
students are selecting computer 
science, nursing, and biotech, in 
part because a well-paying job 
after graduation is likely.”

Students directly entering 
the workforce after graduation 
include those who participated 
in the work-based learning pro-
gram Milford High introduced 
two years ago. Counselor Debo-
rah Monteiro finds internships 

in the community where up-
perclassman work in the after-
noons. Mornings are for classes, 
including money management 
and workforce soft skills. Upon 
graduation, some stay in the 
field, while others pursue de-
grees. Molinari explained, “The 
aging trade union population 
needs young people to replace 
them.” Most in demand are 
electrical, HVAC, construction, 
and manufacturing positions.

Understanding the chal-
lenges of  making a decision, 
Molinari advises: “Stay curi-
ous. You have to try something 
new to know if  you’ll like it.” 
Masotta adds, “Don’t be afraid 
to change your mind. No one 
knows what they want in 10 
years.” Gelmini recommends 
reaching out to advisors for help 
and making connections. “And 
stay positive,” he emphasizes.

Mass Fat LossMass Fat Loss
LOSE 20 to 40 pounds in 40 days!

GUARANTEED!
ITIT''S EASY AND S EASY AND ONLONLY 40 DAY 40 DAYYS!S!

• No Exercise  • No Prepackaged Foods
• No Harmful Drugs

MASSFATLOSS.COM
or call us 508-881-1002

274 Union Street,  Ashland,  MA  01721

Celebrate Milford to 
be held on May 20

"Celebrate Milford" will 
take place on Saturday, May 
20, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Milford Town Park.

The event is a time to cel-
ebrate everything that makes 
Milford our home. Sponsor-
ship, vendor and volunteer reg-
istration forms can be found at www.CelebrateMilford.com.

Scan this QR CODE 
to visit our NEW 
Facebook Page

FR  PRESS

Mark’s Transportation LLC

*New applicants only; restrictions apply

Call today for

more information

561-654-9881

Office is located at 
51 East Main St., Milford, MA

Office hours are Mon–Fri, 9:00 AM–5 PM

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus*

DRIVERS WANTED
30 Positions Now Available!

WE PAY MORE

Transport students and adults.

NO CDL Required, 7D Certificate Only.

We’ll help you get the certification.

Split Shifts: Early morning, mid/late 
afternoon.

We Pay More.

Great job for retired person or  
someone needing part-time work.

Must be 21 or older with valid driver’s
license.
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Annual
Town

Election
The unofficial results

of the Milford
Annual Town

Election
can be found on our 

Facebook page
@FreePressPapers

or at
www.milfordma.gov

Colonial ChemDry’s new owner Michael Halliday with the powerhead 
star tool that sprays a cleaning agent and agitates it to extract dirt from 
carpets.

Experienced employees welcome aboard
new owner of Colonial ChemDry

When Michael Halliday de-
cided his next career step would 
be to run a business, he had two 
requirements: he wanted it to 
be in a Massachusetts town, and 
it had to serve the community. 
Originally from the western part 
of  the state, Halliday spent most 
of  his adult life in the south, first 
as a submariner in the Navy, 
and then as an engineer for the 
government, working on Navy 
projects. Returning north would 
put him near his family. Operat-
ing a business that served the 
community would be a natural 
extension of  what he saw as 
his role in the military, serving 
people.

Halliday settled on Colonial 
ChemDry, in part because of  its 
long presence in Upton; it’s lo-
cated at 152 Milford Street. “A 
business like this one that’s been 
around for forty years is rooted 
in the community, and I wanted 
to build on that,” he said. Chem-
Dry is a franchise-based com-
pany known for using unique, 

allow the company to complete 
the work in about a week rather 
than the few weeks as is needed 
now. The business focuses 
mostly on residential carpets 
and area rugs, but will also clean 
granite and wood and more, at 
homes as well as businesses.

Halliday also wants to give 
back to the community. Last fall 
he brought the company van to 
the  Upton Trunk or Treat event 
and handed out candy. 

“When I was in the service, 
we’d help with the Special 
Olympics and build homes for 
people,” he said. “I want to do 
more like that as part of  our 
contribution to the community.”

Colonial ChemDry is located 
on Route 140 in Upton near the 
Milford town line. To find out 
more about our services visit car-
petcleaningcd.com or call 508-
529-4115.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

specialized cleaning tools and 
patented agents to clean carpets 
in the home or business with 
little water and leaving behind 
minimal residue. That means 
rugs dry faster and stay clean 
longer.

“There’s been a lot to learn, 
but I’m enjoying it. The 
tinkering engineer 
in me likes main-
taining the 
e q u i p m e n t , 
too.” Halliday 
did a lot of  re-
search and as part 
of  that, found it reas-
suring to learn the ingredients in 
the cleaners are safe for people, 
the rugs, and the environment. 
He explains this is possible with 
ChemDry because the equip-
ment agitates the rug as part 
of  the process, and therefore 
doesn’t need strong chemicals 
the way other processes might.

Halliday adds, “I’m espe-
cially grateful such experienced 
technicians were already here. 
From them, I’ve picked up a 
lot.” Colonial ChemDry em-
ployees average over 20 years at 
the company, having received 
extensive training from the par-
ent firm, and more importantly, 

invaluable experience working 
for clients. “Over the years, 
they’ve seen all kinds of  prob-
lem spots and know what to 
do, plus they go the extra mile 
when needed. They’re proud 
of  the results they achieve, and 
I am too.” The employees have 

warmly welcomed him 
on board his new 

“ship.” Says Of-
fice Manager 
Stacy Bou-
langer, “Ev-

eryone here is 
very happy to be 

working under Mike. 
He offers full support to the 
staff. Mike makes sure to show 
his appreciation and makes the 
workday enjoyable. He’s made 
many positive changes so far."

Customers also appreciate 
Colonial ChemDry’s high de-
gree of  expertise. “Most people 
who bring us in have used 
us before. They can’t believe 
the kinds of  stains we can get 
out, especially pet odors. And 
people with allergies, such as 
dust mites, really like the results, 
too.” He is adding some newer 
equipment for cleaning area 
rugs at a humidity- controlled 
room in his facility that will 

Our Partner in Education 

Ph.D. in Applied Behavior Analysis with  
Specialization in Autism Intervention Master’s Degree  
or Post Master’s BCBA Course Sequence 

Scan QR Code to apply!
Equal Opportunity Employer

JOIN OUR TEAMEvergreen Center
345 Fortune Boulevard
Milford, MA 01757
(508) 478-2631

BENEFITS
• Medical and Dental  • Retirement Plan with Company Contribution   

• Flexible Spending Plan  • Voluntary Benefits   
• Paid Holidays  • Leave Benefits (Sick, Personal, Vacation)

The Evergreen Center is a residential school supporting children  
and adolescents with autism and developmental challenges. 

Direct Care Positions 
Full-time & Part-timeAvailable!  

WE’RE HIRING! 
www.evergreenctr.org

EVERGREEN
CENTER
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Blair House dedicates 
Veterans Wall of Honor

From left to right: Ron Arpino, Jo-Ann Morgan, Steve Petak, Joe Lufty, 
and Frank Andreotti. Courtesy photos

On March 25, an exciting 
and fitting ceremony was held 
at the Blair House assisted living 
facility in Milford. 

A Veterans Wall of  Honor 
was dedicated as a living memo-
rial for all Veterans but especially 
for those Veterans who called 
Blaire House their home, current 
residents and those that have 
passed on. The Wall will be up-
dated and maintained to include 
all new veteran residents as well. 

The Wall of  Honor is a 
special place to honor and me-

morialize Veterans who served 
our country both in war time 
and peace time. The Wall was 
made possible by the efforts of  
the Milford Veterans Advisory 
council and Sgt John W. Powers 
Post 59 Legion Auxiliary Unit. 
The Auxiliary was responsible 
for the funding of  the wall 
which was designed and built by 
the Advisory Council. 

Following the ceremony 
refreshments were served and 
attendees were able to socialize 
and visit with residing veterans. 

Johnson to participate in Tough Ruck

Mike Johnson, a local police 
officer and a 9-plus year vet-
eran of  the US Army, will be 
participating in this year's 26.2 
mile Massachusetts Tough 
Ruck. 

While deployed to Af-
ghanistan, Officer Johnson’s 
unit suffered multiple losses 
of  life during combat opera-
tions and several in his unit 
were wounded. When his 
unit returned to Fort Lewis 
following their deployments, 
Officer Johnson and his broth-
ers would lose nearly a dozen 
more members of  his battalion 
to suicide. 

Mike realized that his cop-

ing mechanism over the loss of  
his brothers is pushing himself  
and his physical limits, using 
the lives and sacrifices of  his 
brothers as internal motiva-
tion to accomplish these feats. 
In this photo, Milford-based 
Thanks To Yanks president 
and founder Mike Shain, 
is making a donation, from 
money raised during the Make 
Change for Veteran's Coin 
Drive at the Milford elemen-
tary schools this past fall, to 
support Officer Johnson’s 
noble cause of  completing the 
2023 Tough Ruck. 

Thanks To Yanks is a local 
nonprofit that supports all who 

serve and sacrifice for our free-
doms. Funds raised by Tough 
Ruck are used to honor and 
support the families of  fallen 
service members and first re-
sponders.

According to toughruck.org, 
Tough Ruck Nation is group 
of  military, first responders and 
civilians whose sole purpose 
is to Ruck in honor and in 
memory of  our Fallen Service 
Members, Police, Firefight-
ers and EMTs, while raising 
funds to support warriors and 
families of  the Fallen. They 
will march with and carry the 
names of  their Fallen com-
rades with them.

Police Officer Mike Johnson (center left) is presented a check from Mike Shain (center right) of Thanks 
To Yanks, based in Milford. Also pictured are Thanks To Yanks volunteers Connor, Ellie, Logan, Jacob and 
Maggie McIsaac. Credit: Gavin McIsaac. Courtesy photo

Fortune Cookie Club prompts seniors
to answer questions silly to profound
Club one of many at Milford Senior Center

By Theresa Knapp 
On the third Tuesday of  

every month, local senior citi-
zens gather at the Milford Se-
nior Center to reflect on words 
of  wisdom garnered from for-
tune cookies. 

The current group consists 
of  about 12 to 20 people, both 
men and women. 

“The premise of  the group 
is to engage individuals and, 
in the process, promote con-
nection and friendship,” says 
Client Service Coordinator 

Kim Considine, who leads the 
group. Considine reads quotes 
and the group discusses what 
the quote means to them and 
how it relates to their lives. Pre-
vious quotes have included: 

• They say I have changed a 
lot and I said a lot has changed 
me.

• If  you have to walk on 
eggshells, practice stillness and 
don’t take the walk.

• Sometimes the most pow-
erful thing you can say is noth-
ing at all.

• Change is inevitable. 
Growth is optional.

• There will always be 
someone who can not see your 
worth. Don’t let it be you.

Considine says the group 
encourages many perspectives 
and life experiences, and there 
is no such thing as a wrong 
answer. If  someone does not 
want to share, they simply say 
“I pass” and the group moves 

FORTUNE continued on page 13
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Type III Funeral Director/Embalmer Funeral Home, Inc.

David A. Consigli
www.consigliruggeriofuneralhome.com

Tel. 508-473-0513 • Toll Free 1-800-675-0513 • Fax 508-634-3662
Email: Dave@ConsigliRuggerioFuneralHome.com
46 Water Street, P.O. Box 513, Milford, MA 01757

DRIVERS WANTED

Still looking for that missing piece 
of your retirement income?

We can help!

Call today for details !
Jim - 508-641-1615 or Michael - 508-902-7618

Jen’s Transportation, Milford

20-30 hours per week and great working conditions
are what awaits the right person. Give us a call today
to explore how this opportunity can work for you.

If you’re coming up a little short of cash when the
bills come due, a part-time job is just the ticket!
Driving children and adults to and from their schools,
day programs, etc. provides a great deal of
satisfaction - as well as those last few dollars to help
make ends meet.Great Extra

Income

Paid
Training
Provided

DRIVERS WANTED

$$

Milford Girl Scouts celebrate World Thinking Day 

After a 3-year hiatus due to the 
pandemic, Milford Girl Scouts hosted 
the World Thinking Day Festival on 
February 25, 2023, at the CCC/First 
Unitarian Universalist Church.  This 
festival is an international friendship 
day set aside for Girl Scouts to develop 
awareness about their sisters around the 
world, explore cultural similarities and 
differences, and learn about issues that 
girls and women face.  The 2023 World 

Thinking Day theme explored what we 
can learn from the environment and 
how we can work with nature to create a 
more peaceful and secure future for girls 
everywhere.

More than 65 Milford Girl Scouts 
across 13 troops participated in the fes-
tival with their leaders and families.  Se-
niors and Ambassadors (9th through 12th 
grade) hosted activities to demonstrate 
peace, while Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, 

and Cadettes (Kindergarten through 8th 
grade) represented countries from the 
five World Association of  Girl Guides 
and Girl Scouts regions, including Africa, 
Arab, Asia Pacific, Europe, and Western 
Hemisphere.  Troops researched what life 
is like for girls in their selected country, 
then created a display, swaps, and food 
samples for other Girl Scouts to experi-
ence.  Some troops even learned greet-
ings or wore traditional clothing from 

their represented country.  In addition, 
there was a performance by Cadette 
Troop 64720 for a mime-inspired bal-
let to represent France.  Troop Leader 
Sandy Knapp said “World Thinking 
Day will always be my favorite tradition.  
What better way to explore different cul-
tures than with your sister Girl Scouts!”

For more highlights, check out Milford 
(MA) Girl Scouts on Facebook at bit.ly/
MilfordGS 

Cadette Troop 64720 (pictured left to right), Claire Viera, Mia Santomenna, Kaia Demers, 
Mila Cales, and Ella Knapp representing France. Courtesy photo.

Brownie Troop 65222 (pictured left to right), Sophie Hulbig, Angelina Martinez, Madison 
Mirenda, Charlotte Roy, Peyton Arthurs, and Hazel Parente representing Tanzania. Cour-
tesy photo

on to the next person. 
Marjorie Kruger of  Milford 

says she attends the group as 
often as she can. 

“I would describe the meet-
ing as fun and thought provok-
ing,” says Kruger. “Kim reads 
a ‘fortune cookie’ like statement 
and asks us to comment on it. 
Sometimes the conversation is 
profound, other times downright 
funny. We do laugh a lot!” 

Kruger says she likes every-

thing about the group. 
“It is an opportunity to feel a 

part of  a community of  people 
my own age. Isolation can be a 
big problem for seniors and the 
Senior Center activities really 
boost morale,” she says, noting 
the meetings usually begin with 
socializing. “We have all grown 
quite fond of  each other.”

The Fortune Cookie Club 
meets on the third Tuesday of  
every month from 11 a.m. to 
noon. 

There are also many other 
unique programs offered by 
the Senior Center including a 

Writer’s Group where group 
leaders assign homework to 
write a short blurb or poem 
about a particular word and 
how the word relates to their 
life; a Women’s Group where 
the leader asks questions, such as 
“ What room in your house best 

describes your personality and 
why?”; and a Men’s Group that 
has speakers from town positions 
who talk with the group and an-
swer questions. They also have 
a Craft Group, Brain Games, 
Trivia, Book Group, Red Hat 
Club, Watercolor Painting 

Classes, Zentangle, Singing 
Group, many fitness classes, and 
much more.  

Considine says, “There is 
something for everyone, as the 
Milford Senior Center is often 
described as a cruise ship with-
out the water.”

FORTUNE
continued from page 12
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1 Menfi Way, Hopedale  •  508-381-3292  •  myhopedalepizza.com

$5 OFF 
Dine-in/Take-out orders on purchase $10 or more

VALID ON FOOD ONLY

NEAPOLITAN PIZZA! 
Beer & Wine Now Available (DINE-IN ONLY)

M

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the most pres-
tigious award that Girl Scout Seniors can 

receive. To earn the award, Girl Scouts must 
spend a suggested 80 hours to complete 
the required steps: identifying an issue, 
investigating it thoroughly, getting help 
and building a team, creating a plan, pre-

senting a plan, gathering feedback, taking 
action, and educating and inspiring others. 

Source: www.girlscouts.org 

Gold Award project focuses on peace and prayer
Peace Garden offers area to relax and de-stress 

By Theresa Knapp 
Theresa Thomas, 17, is a 

senior at Milford High School. 
She is also a member of  Milford 
Girl Scout Troop 11275 and has 
been a Girl Scout for more than 
10 years. 

For her Girl Scout Gold 
Award Project she chose to 
construct a Prayer Garden for 
St. Mary of  the Assumption 
Church where she is a parishio-
ner. 

“I had decided on this project 
to help create a healthier way 
to cope with mental stress from 
everyday life,” says Thomas. 
“The main reason I had chosen 
to pursue my Gold Award was 
mainly due to the influence of  
my two brothers and sister who 
had all received their Eagle and 
Gold Awards.”

For her project, she coordi-
nated the building of  a stone 
pathway leading to the Peace 
Garden and a granite bench 
situated at the feet of  the statue 
of  Mother Mary. 

“I have been, and still am, 
very involved in my parish com-
munity. I am an altar server 
and am also part of  the Youth 
Ministry. This church and the 
relationships I have made in it 
have been a very important part 
of  my life. Because of  this, I 
wanted to give back to my parish 
community,” says Thomas. 

She also created a pamphlet 
for the project which includes 
specific prayers - Prayer to 
Mother Mary, Prayer for Mental 
Strength, and Prayer for Heal-
ing - and instructions on how 
to pray: Set aside time to pray, 

Girl Scout Theresa Thomas stands near the Prayer Garden she cre-
ated at St. Mary of the Assumption. As part of her Gold Award Project, 
Thomas created a peaceful area for prayer and meditation. The project 
included the addition of a stone pathway and a granite bench.
Courtesy photos

clear your mind, know the 
purpose of  your prayer, find a 
prayer that relates to you, and 
recite the prayer. 

Thomas said, “I wanted to 
create a place for people to relax 

and de-stress through prayer 
and meditation. I chose this 
because throughout my life, 
prayer has helped me when I 
have struggled and I believe in 
prayer.”
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9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

New England  New England  
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Route 16, Mendon • 508-473-5079
nesteakandseafood.com

Make Your Mother’s Day Reservations NOW!

12:00 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Full Service
Tree Removal Company
FAST FREE ESTIMATES

Crane Service Available
Expert Hand Climbing Crews

Removals - Pruning - Stump Grinding - Cabling
Fully Insured - Workman’s Comp

OWNER: Steve Stratton 
508-366-7693 • 508-839-5961 • templemantree.com

Serving the Community since 1980

Boston Marathon bombing survivor running 2023 Boston 
Marathon to support Milford Regional Medical Center 
Michele Blackburn of Uxbridge was standing near bombs in 2013

Michele Blackburn is run-
ning this year’s Boston Mara-
thon to raise awareness and 
funding for the lymphedema 
therapy she received at Milford 
Regional Rehabilitation & 
Sports Medicine. The Uxbridge 
resident’s lymphedema diag-
nosis results from injuries sus-
tained nearly ten years ago and 
fuels her motivation to run the 
2023 marathon on April 17.

On April 15, 2013, Michele 
Mahoney (now Blackburn) was 

Boston Marathon Bombing Survi-
vor Michele Blackburn is training 
to run this year’s Boston Mara-
thon to fundraise for the lymph-
edema therapy she received at 
Milford Regional Rehabilitation & 
Sports Medicine. Courtesy photo

Milford Regional physical therapist Eileen Valis-Kerr (right) speaks to 
Michele Blackburn about her lymphedema therapy regimen.
Courtesy photo

standing on Boylston Street 
waiting to see her best friend 
cross the Boston Marathon fin-
ish line. At 2:49 p.m., a bomb 
detonated two feet from where 
Blackburn was standing, caus-
ing severe damage to both of  
her legs. She was told her left 
foot would likely need to be 
amputated; however, due to her 
skilled surgeon and extensive 
skin grafting, she was able to 
keep both of  her legs.

After two years of  grueling 
physical therapy, Blackburn 
began living her life again. She 
got married and had two chil-
dren and her injuries had little 
impact on her day-to-day life.

Following the 2013 bombing, 
the Boston Athletic Associa-
tion each year offers an invita-
tional entry to survivors who 
would like to run the marathon 
themselves or gift to someone 
to run in their honor. “Over 
the years, so many people told 
me I should run the marathon 
myself, but honestly it was never 
really on my radar,” said Black-
burn, who last year gifted her 
entry to well-known Peloton 
instructor Jess Sims.

Watching Sims finish the 
2022 race was the first time 
Blackburn returned to the 
marathon route since the 2013 
bombings. “When I saw her 
cross the finish line, it really in-
spired me and that’s when I first 
thought, ‘I might actually be 
able to run this myself.’” 

It was about that time 
(Spring 2022), when Blackburn 
began noticing painful swell-
ing in her legs, particularly in 

her left leg. Her primary care 
physician recommended she 
see a specialist for lymphedema 
(the buildup of  lymph fluid in 
the fatty tissues under skin that 
causes swelling and pain).

Initially, Blackburn had a 
difficult time locating such a 
lymphedema specialist until she 
found physical therapist Eileen 
Valis-Kerr of  Milford Regional 
Rehabilitation & Sports Medi-
cine in Milford.

Blackburn admitted she was 
hesitant to begin another regi-
men of  physical therapy and 
even more hesitant to discuss 
her goal of  running the Boston 
Marathon with Valis-Kerr. “I 
was so worried she was going to 
tell me I wouldn’t be able to do 
it, but instead, she couldn’t have 
been more supportive.”

Valis-Kerr worked with 
Blackburn to develop a six-week 
plan of  physical therapy consist-
ing of  exercises and compres-
sion and lymphatic massage that 
over time significantly reduced 
Blackburn’s lymphedema symp-
toms. Valis-Kerr’s prescribed 
plan allowed Blackburn to move 
forward with her marathon as-
pirations.

“The goal of  my physical 
therapy was always to be able 
to do it on my own, and now 
it’s a life skill for me. It’s a tool 
I have in my tool box that em-
powers me to live my life. That’s 
what Eileen gave to me,” noted 
Blackburn.

Blackburn selected Milford 
Regional Medical Center as her 
charity because of  the positive 
and supportive experience she 

had with Valis-Kerr. “I’m just so 
grateful and it’s my way of  say-
ing thank you,” she explained.

To make a donation in sup-
port of  Blackburn, visit founda-
tion.milfordregional.org.

Youth Poetry Contest
The Youth Services Depart-

ment at the Milford Town 
Library is pleased to announce 
the 2nd Annual National Poetry 
Month Poetry Contest! The 
contest opens at 9 a.m. Friday, 
April 1 and closes 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 30. This contest is 
open to all Milford School Dis-
trict youth in Grades K-12. 

Poems will be judged on 

their originality, appeal, writing 
style, and use of  age appropri-
ate spelling and grammar. Each 
contestant should submit their 
entry to the Milford Town Li-
brary Children’s Room desk 
or email it to milfordyouth@
cwmars.org with “Poetry” in the 
subject line. All entries whether 
delivered in person, or by email 
must be received by 5 p.m. on 

Sunday April 30.
The judging categories will 

be K-2nd, 3rd-5th, 6th-8th, 
and 9th-12th, depending on 
the number of  entries received 
categories may be increased or 
decreased as needed. One win-
ner from each category will win 
a $10 gift card to Target. 

Winners will be notified no later 
than 5 p.m. Saturday, May 13. 
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O�ering both Center-based and Tele-therapies

30 Man-Mar Drive, Plainville 

(508) 695-6848
Visit our website:

www.speechlanguageandhearingassociates.com

 

 

• Speech-Language Evaluations and �erapies-All ages
• Hearing Tests
• Custom Fit Hearing Aids and Service
• Occupational �erapy

Serving the children, adolescents and adults 

 

of greater Boston for over 22 years

5 North Meadow Rd, Medfield
(508) 359-4532

Speech & Language delays/disorders
Post-Stroke and Parkinson Therapies 
Wilson Reading, Comprehension, 
Writing

Many of Our Services are Covered by insurance

Milford School Building Highlights
Compiled by Scott Calzolaio

                                   
Districtwide news 

DMH Behavioral Health 
Hotline. The Department of  
Mental Health has launched a 
new Behavioral Health Help 
Line that people can call or text 
at 833-773-2445. The helpline 
can help individuals and families 
navigate the behavioral health 
system and access treatment, in-
cluding mobile crisis services. It 
is available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, in more than 200 
languages. For more informa-
tion, please see the FAQ. Any-
one with questions or concerns 
about the helpline can email the 
helpline director at Mio.Tama-
naha@mass.gov.

Milford High School
Congratulations to Haley 

Jansons and Liam Delaney for 
being selected for recognition by 
the Worcester County Super-
intendents Organization. Liam 
and Haley have distinguished 
themselves for their academic 
achievements, extracurricular 
achievements, record of  service 
and leadership, and character. 
Students joined Principal Otlin 
and Superintendent McIntyre 
on March 7 for the Worcester 
County Superintendents Or-
ganization annual recognition 
luncheon.

Another congratulations 
to Haley Jansons, this time for 

being selected as Milford High 
School’s representative for the 
Jewish American War Veterans 
program. The “Classmates 
Today-Neighbors Tomorrow” 
project, created by the Jewish 
War Veterans, is a program for 
Massachusetts high school stu-
dents that aims to promote di-
versity, inclusivity, and tolerance. 

Prom season is right around 
the corner. Students in need of  
a dress or accessories and who 
would like to visit Jackie’s Bou-
tique should contact Mrs. Gray 
via email at sgray@milfordma.
com. 

School administrators extend 
their thanks to Jersey Mike’s and 
the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation. 
Representatives from MHS staff 
and prevocational and voca-
tional programs were invited to 
Jersey Mike’s on March 28 as 
part the Month of  Giving. 

The Flutie Foundation is the 
charity partner for New Eng-
land for the Month of  Giving. 
Jersey Mike’s provided partici-
pants with catered lunch boxes.  

Save the dates:
4/29/23: Junior Prom
4/28/23: Best Buddies Sweet-
heart Pageant, 5 - 8 p.m..
5/26/23: Senior Prom
6/4/23: Graduation

Stacy Middle School
Stacy Middle Schools Minds-

Matter Club visited with Megan 
Burke, owner of  Cuerdos Cloth-

ing Company, on March 23. 
Cuerdos Clothing Company 
is about helping individuals 
who struggle with social, emo-
tional, and mental health. The 
MindsMatter Club is hoping to 
work to bring Megan's idea of  
embroidering and make some 
"stitched patches" as resources 
for students in the school. The 
MindsMatter team has also 
made over 300 calming stones 
as another resource for May 
which is mental health aware-
ness month, giving students 
concrete SEL self-care strate-
gies to add to their toolboxes. 
Megan Burke was featured on 
WBZ Change Makers with Lisa 
Hughes. 

Save the dates:
PTO Meetings are held on 

the third Wednesday of  each 
month unless otherwise posted.
4/26: MindMatters Read-A-
Thon, 4 - 9 p.m.

Woodland Elementary 
School (WES)

Mr. Germán Chiriboga, 
from the UMass Chan Medical 
School, spoke to select Milford 
High School Video Production 
classes on February 14. Chiri-
boga taught about the storytell-
ing model, including how to 
conduct storytelling interviews 
with elementary students. The 
high school students will then 
work with Mr. Chiriboga and 
district social workers Anita 
Amante and Talita Rodovalho 

on a Woodland Elementary 
School Storytelling Grant re-
ceived through the Metrowest 
Health Foundation. The grant 
will allow newcomer students to 
share their immigration jour-
neys through video, and grant 
the high school students the 
experience in interviewing and 
filming.

Save the dates:
PTO Meetings are held on 

the second Wednesday of  each 
month.
4/12: Woodland PTO Meeting, 
7 p.m.

Memorial Elementary 
School (MES)

Memorial students partici-
pated in a "March Mathness" 
Challenge. Students worked to 
increase their progress on ST 
Math by 10% during March. 
Classrooms tracked their prog-
ress every Monday. Special 
thanks to the Milford High 
School students in Mr. Knapp’s 
classes for making 3D Golden 
Jijis for use during this event. 

Rock Your Socks! MES 
rocked their socks on March 21, 
World Down Syndrome Day. 
Colorful patterns of  socks could 
be seen in and out of  class-
rooms as a fun way of  spreading 
awareness for the worthy cause.

Save the dates:
PTO Meetings are held the 

first Wednesday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. unless otherwise 
posted.

Brookside Elementary 
School (BES)

Brookside is in full March 
Mathness mode! Students have 
set goals in ST Math to earn 
“basketballs” for additional re-
cess time. Special thanks again 
to the Milford High School stu-
dents in Mr. Knapp’s classes for 
making 3D Golden Jijis for use 
during this event. 

Classes are earning “Brook-
side Badges” to encourage 
positive behavior and class 
teamwork. Classes receive spe-
cial events to celebrate when 
they receive ten badges. 

Brookside is getting six 
module classrooms for the start 
of  the 2023-2024 school year. 
Preparation work has already 
begun.

During March, the BVT 
dental program conducted a 
class with BES first graders to 
promote healthy dental hy-
giene. BES students talk with 
their older peers about dental 
hygiene, proper tooth brushing 
techniques, and general ques-
tions about how to care for their 
oral health.

Save the dates: 
PTO Meetings are held the 

first Wednesday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. unless otherwise 
posted.

During February, 30 Stacy Middle School French students traveled to Quebec City, Canada for Winter Carni-
val. Source: Milford Public Schools
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Cosmetic & Family Dentistry 
Relaxed, Friendly Atmosphere

parkplacedentalma.com 
54 Hopedale St., Suite 8, Hopedale 

Additional location in Hopkinton – HopkintonDMD.com

John C. Park, DMD

508-473-6500 

Welcoming 

NEW 
Patients

u  Cleaning & Exams 
u	Fillings 
u	Invisalign® 
u	Teeth Whitening 
u	Bridges 
u	One-Day Crowns
u	Children Welcome 

Shining Star Early Child-
hood Center (SSECC)

In honor of  Shining Star’s 
“Imagine it, Make it” theme in 
February and March, students 
have been hard at work plan-
ning, and collaborating with 
peers to make creations out 
of  cardboard boxes and other 
materials. The result of  their 
work will be showcased at the 
“Invention Convention.” 

Shining Star Early Child-
hood Center  registration for 
the 2023-2024 school year is 
underway. Interested families 
who reside in Milford should 
email Dr. Masterson directly 
at cmasterson@milfordma.
com or contact the main office 
408-478-1135  for more infor-

mation and for information 
on how to secure a registration 
packet.

Save the dates: 
PTO Meetings are held on 

the second Tuesday of  each 
month unless otherwise posted.
4/12: Shining Star PTO, 7 p.m.

Milford Family and Com-
munity Network (MFCN)

In addition to registered 
weekly playgroups, MFCN wel-
comed children ages 3-7 years 
old for a Sensory STEAM 
program. Participants created 
slime, built and sorted objects, 
and more.

The MFCN kicked off a 
new 7-week Wednesday after-
noon playgroup from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. that will run from March 
to the end of  May. MFCN 
(Coordinated Family and Com-
munity Engagement Network) 
is excited to introduce a weekly 

Lap Babies program for their 
littlest friends on Mondays in 
April and May. 

Staying local for Spring 
Break? The MFCN will be 
holding a Drop-In Playgroup 
on Tuesday, April 18 from
9 - 11 a.m.

The MFCN CFCE holds 
weekly, registered playgroups 
for children ages birth to 5 
years old and their parent/
caregiver. These facilitator-led 
playgroups are two hours in 
length. Session II playgroups 
will run through May 27. If  
you are not in a registered play-
group, feel free to call the office 
to be added to the waitlist. 

For more information on 
MFCN programming, visit: 
https://www.milfordpublic-
schools.com/milfordfcn, email 
familynetwork@milfordma.
com or call 508-277-4981.
Source: Milford Public Schools

Show Us Your Prom Pix!

Source: stocklanestudio.etsy.com

With prom season right 
around the corner, we would 
love to see your photos. Please 
share them with our readers on 
Facebook @FreePressPapers. 
Have fun! 

Milford Schools invited
to State House to
accept AP Award
Inclusion efforts pay off, and Milford and
25 others receive state-wide recognition
By Scott Calzolaio

Milford High School is one 
of  the 26 schools that are part 
of  this year’s Advanced Place-
ment® Day celebration at the 
Massachusetts State House on 
April 5. Milford is being awarded 
an AP Access Award due to its 
commitment to expanding access 
to Advanced Placement courses. 
Equal access to education based 
on a student’s skill level, rather 
than their financial situation at 
home has been at the center of  
these efforts. The ceremony will 
take place at 9:45 a.m. at the 
State House. 

“We appreciate being rec-
ognized by both the state leg-
islature and the College Board 
for our work around ensuring 
all students have access to the 
most rigorous courses Milford 
Public Schools offers,” said Su-
perintendent of  Milford School 
District Kevin McIntyre. “Please 
know that we still have work to 
do in this area, but it is a credit 
to our teachers and administra-
tors to be recognized among 
a very small number of  high 
schools across the state. Milford 
High School is also committed 
to Early College programming, 

One Goal college planning sup-
port, career readiness program-
ming, and offering a high-quality 
curriculum that supports all stu-
dents to meet their future goals.”

Massachusetts celebrated its 
first AP Day in 2019 in an effort 
to advocate for equal access to 
Advanced Placement courses. 

Students enrolled in AP 
courses study and complete 
coursework on a college level. 
In addition, students can re-
ceive college-level credits for 
the completion of  an AP course 
and passing the subsequent 
test. Though the courses are 
free to take in high school, the 
end-of-year test costs about 
$96. This expense has caused 
AP courses to become more of  
a privilege for those who could 
afford it. Through the efforts of  
communities like Milford, AP 
courses have been accessible to 
more and more demograph-
ics. By raising and setting aside 
funds to assist those who need 
it in order to complete the AP 
courses, amongst other efforts, 
Milford and other communities 
are being recognized for their 
efforts in the form of  the AP Ac-
cess Award.

Local Residents named to Simmons
University Dean's List

The following local students 
were named to the 2022 fall 
semester dean's list at Simmons 
University in Boston:

Riley Campbell, Milford
Cressida Michaloski, Milford
Angie O'Connor, Milford 
To qualify for dean's list 

status, undergraduate students 
must obtain a grade point aver-
age of  3.5 or higher, based on 
12 or more credit hours of  work 
in classes using the letter grade 
system. For more about Sim-
mons University, visit www.sim-
mons.edu/
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Open Spring & Summer – Tues - Thurs - Sat
Reservations Required

15 North Main St., Bellingham, MA 02019
www.chamberlainpines.com

(508) 966-2187                        chamberlainpines@gmail.com

4

83-85 East Main St., Milford, MA 01757
olivasmarket.com  •  508.473.7920

BOILED HAM, GENOA SALAMI, PEPPERONI,

SHARP PROVOLONE, SWEET SOPPRESSATA,

AND PROSCIUTTO DI PARMA. WITH AN ARTICHOKE

SPREAD & JUNGLE JUICE, LETTUCE, ROASTED RED PEPPERS,

CUCUMBER, TOMATO, AND BANANA PEPPER RINGS.

MADE ON OUR HOMEMADE ONION ROLL. 

SANDWICH OF
April

THE MONTH

antipasto
sandwich
(In honor of her 90th Birthday!)

the "mary o"

Mention this

ad and be

entered

into a drawing

for a $25 Gift

Card! CPR, AED, First Aid Training 
Bloodborne Pathogen 

 On-Site Training 
Companies  •  Schools  •  Private (in-home) 

No Class Too Small  •  Any Time, Anywhere
Susan Tetreault 
Licensed & Insured 

508-473-3630 
cpr_etc@comcast.net

CPR Etc.

MHS Baseball eyes return to postseason

By Chris Villani
Sports Writer

After seeing the win total tick 
up last season and returning 
four players with three years of  
starting experience at the varsity 
level, the Milford High baseball 
team is coming into the 2023 
season with high expectations. 

“We have a lot back this 
year,” head coach Alex Dion 
said. “We felt the effects of  
the COVID year and started 
a bunch of  freshmen the year 
after that. This is, ideally, the 
year that all pays off for us.”

Evan Cornelius, Damien 
Carter, Keith Lee, and Sean 

McGee are all back for the Scar-
let Hawks as three-year starters 
and Cornelius is the lone senior 
among the group. 

“They are going to bring 
some maturity, some competi-
tiveness, and the experience they 
have gained from the shortened 
season their first year through 
last year,” Dion said. “We have 
seen it already in tryouts, this 
looks like a group that has been 
together for three years.”

Pitching figures to be a 

strength for MHS. Cornelius, 
who is heading to Rollins Col-
lege to play baseball next year, is 
the undisputed ace of  the staff. 
Tyler Caldon started five games 
for Milford last season on the 
mound and the St. Michael’s-
bound right-hander is going to 
be back on the hill this spring.

Anthony LaPierre is another 
experienced arm, having started 
against powerhouses Franklin 
and Taunton a season ago. Mil-
ford also returns Carter, who has 

Milford baseball taking part in the first outdoor scrimmage of the year at Town Park. Courtesy photo

thrown out of  the bullpen his 
first two years, and Ian Carter, 
who Dion said has a “plus-fast-
ball” for someone his age.

Senior Mason Baldic and 
Nick Koch, a left-hander who 
pitched for the Milford Legion 
last summer, are also expected 
to see time on the mound. 

Milford finished 7-13 a sea-
son ago, a step up from where 
the team was two years ago but 
well short of  the high bar set by 
the traditionally baseball-crazed 
town. Dion said Franklin and 
Taunton are once again strong, 
but he wants to see Milford back 
at the top of  the Hockomock 
League this year and poised to 
make a deep run in the state 
tournament.

“We have talked a lot about 
the tradition in Milford, it’s why 
I love coaching here and why 
[assistant coach] Mike Reed 
loves coaching here,” Dion said. 
“We know the type of  player it’s 
produced in the past, and I see a 
lot of  that in this group.”

Dion described his players as 
“some old-school Milford kids” 
who love baseball and love to 
compete. He is hoping that pays 
off with a return to the tourna-
ment.

“I know what our goals are,” he 
said. “Hopefully, it’s what they’ve 
always been here in Milford.”

FR  PRESS

Scan this
QR CODE

to visit our
NEW Website
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Email us about an upcoming event or a concern

about things happening around town.
editor@milfordfreepress.com

Veteran group leads Milford High softball
Scarlet Hawks have no Seniors, but plenty of experience

By Chris Villani
Sports Writer

It’s unusual for a team 
without a single senior to be 
considered “experienced,” but 
such is the case for the Milford 
High softball team this spring. 
The Scarlet Hawks return seven 
juniors and many of  the players 
on head coach Steve DiVitto’s 
team have either two or three 
varsity seasons under their belt.

“While we are still young, 
that song and dance is getting 
old, we need to show up now,” 
DiVitto said. “What we can’t 
do is rest on the fact that we 
are younger and use that as an 
excuse, because we have that ex-
perience at the varsity level.”

DiVitto said this year’s squad 

is particularly athletic and has 
strong depth across the lineup. 
Junior Maeve Driscoll returns 
as the team’s top pitcher and 
Milford is eyeing left-handed 
freshman Angelina Bonina as 
a player who can log some in-
nings as well and give Driscoll a 
breather.

Sophomore Cae Pellegrini is 
back at the corner infield spots 
and will hit in the middle of  
the lineup after earning Hocko-
mock League all star recogni-
tion during her freshman year. 
DiVitto said Pellegrini is looking 
strong after a preseason arm 
injury.

“We need her in the middle 
of  the lineup to continue the 
pop that she brought to the 

From left: MHS softball players Jianna Fernandes, Grace Bonina, Olivia 
Baglione, Maeve Driscoll before a spring practice. Courtesy photo

team last year,” he said.
Milford will also look to 

Camille Bonina, a junior, for an-
other big bat. Bonina burst onto 
the scene as a freshman and 
DiVitto is hoping for that same 
level of  production this spring.

“We want her to take that 
leap now,” he said. “She is an 
upperclassman and she is going 
to be the cleanup hitter in the 
lineup. With her and Cae in 
the middle, they need to be our 
boppers and drive in runs.”

Junior Sarah Wengal returns 
in the outfield and DiVitto said 
the left-hander is working hard. 
Another junior, Maddie Burns, 
will handle the catching duties 
and sophomore Olivia Baglione 

is set to play shortstop.
One key to success this spring 

will be staying healthy. Milford 
started 3-1 last year before inju-
ries unraveled the season.

“We dealt with everything 
from torn ACLs to arm issues, 
back issues, you name it and 
we had it last year,” DiVitto 
said. “We finally feel like we are 
healthy and the girls are going 
to be able to play at a higher 
level.”

DiVitto hopes the combina-
tion of  good health and experi-
ence will help the team compete 
for a playoff spot in the chal-
lenging Hockomock League.

“It’s time for us to put our 
foot on the gas and go,” he said.

774-573-9811 774-573-9811 • Cubixx.john@gmail.com Cubixx.john@gmail.com
JOHN GIULIANOJOHN GIULIANO

 FREE ESTIMATES FREE ESTIMATES •  REFERENCES AVAILABLEREFERENCES AVAILABLE •  LICENSED & INSUREDLICENSED & INSURED

Decks • Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Roofing & Siding • Windows & Gutters
Entry Doors • Bulkheads • And More! 

Giuliano Construction & Remodeling LLCGiuliano Construction & Remodeling LLC
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DOUBLE 
THE VALUE OF 

Your Tax REFUND! 
UP TO A TOTAL OF $3,000*

AS PART OF OUR MILLION DOLLAR SAVINGS EVENT 
IMPERIAL WILL

OVER 
$75 MILLION DOLLARS 

IN INVENTORY

NEARLY 
$10 MILLION DOLLARS 

IN DISCOUNTS
OVER 

2,000 VEHICLES 
DISCOUNTED 
FOR THIS EVENT

DISCOUNTS UP TO  
$15,000  
OR AS MUCH AS 

30% OFF!

PUT  $1,500 DOWN

$3,000
WE’LL MAKE IT A

*IMPERIAL WILL MATCH DOWN PAYMENT UP TO $1,500 FOR A TOTAL VALUE OF UP TO $3,000 IN THE FORM OF A DISCOUNT OFF THE FULL RETAIL PRICE. NOT 
COMBINABLE WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS, PROMOTIONS OR INCENTIVES INCLUDING SPECIAL INTERNET PRICING AND HAS NO CASH VALUE. NOT VALID ON 
PRIOR SALES. NOT ALL VEHICLES WILL QUALIFY. MUST PAY IN FULL AND TAKE SAME DAY DELIVERY. MUST USE DEALER SOURCED FINANCING. ENDS 04/18/23.

VALUE

8-18 UXBRIDGE RD. MENDON, MA 01756 // 154 EAST MAIN ST. MILFORD, MA 01757 // 300 FORTUNE BLVD. MILFORD, MA 01757

SALES: M-TH 9-9, FRI & SAT 9-6, SUN 12-6  
SERVICE: M-F 7:30-6, SAT 7:30-5 508-488-2382 

2,000 VEHICLES AT ALL TIMES  
 FIVE DEALERSHIPS // EIGHT BRANDS

WE ARE  STOCKED TO THE GILLS  WITH HUNDREDS OF ONE OWNER, 
LATE MODEL VEHICLES - MANY WITH FACTORY WARRANTIES!

#D12811R • 4X4, ALLOYS, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2022 JEEP 
RENEGADE

$25,677
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,165

As low  
as  

$80/wk
#TP2236 • SR5 TRIM, CPO, 3.5L V6

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$53,605

As low  
as  

$111/wk

#H03621 • ALLOYS, AWD, SUNROOF
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$29,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,220

As low  
as  

$96/wk

#TP2295 • SUNROOF, LEATHER, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 TOYOTA  
SIENNA XLE

$38,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$49,725

As low  
as  

127/wk

#D13130L • ALLOYS, AWD, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 CHEVY  
EQUINOX LS

$21,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$35,190

As low  
as  

$65/wk

#D12955L • 18” ALLOYS, AWD, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 DODGE  
DURANGO SXT

$29,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$48,595

As low  
as  

$94/wk

#P15416RGG • ONLY 3K MILES, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 FORD  
F-150 XL 4x4

$39,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$50,950

As low  
as  

$131/wk

#TP2156 • LANE DEPARTURE, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2019 TOYOTA  
CAMRY SE

$21,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,625

As low  
as  

$67/wk

#P15711L • XLT, LEATHER, TURBO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$34,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$45,765

As low  
as  

$111/wk

#H03714 • 1500 CUSTOM, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$38,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,180

As low  
as  

$127/wk

2020 TOYOTA  
TACOMA 4x4

CAR FAX  
ONE OWNER  

VEHICLES
600 One Owner Vehicles 

IN STOCK!

#44674 • AWD, APPLE CARPLAY, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 GMC 
ACADIA SLE

$30,677
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$37,865

As low  
as  

$98/wk
#P15815LGG • 4X4, CREWMAX, V8

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$46,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$54,970

#H23191A • AWD, SPORT TRIM, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 HYUNDAI  
TUCSON SUV

$25,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$36,750

As low  
as  

$81/wk
#D13057 • LATITUDE PLUS, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2020 JEEP  
CHEROKEE 4x4

$24,477
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$38,400

As low  
as  

$79/wk
#P15751 • 23/34 CITY/HIGHWAY MPG

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$19,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$28,690

As low  
as  

$60/wk
#44762R • AWD, LS TRIM, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$31,477

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$39,995

As low  
as  

$101/wk

2021 TOYOTA  
TUNDRA SR5

2020 CHEVY  
TRAVERSE

As low  
as  

$156/wk

2019 FORD  
FUSION SE

2020 HONDA  
PILOT EX-L 

2021 CHEVY  
SILVERADO 4x4

2020 FORD  
EXPLORER 4x4

#H03642 • UNLIMITED SAHARA, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$35,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,810

As low  
as  

$117/wk

#44682 • AWD, PARKING SENSORS
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$23,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$31,710

As low  
as  

$74/wk

#H03615 • SEL TRIM, ALLOYS, CPO
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$24,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$29,650

As low  
as  

$78/wk

2022 HYUNDAI  
KONA SUV

2020 NISSAN  
ROGUE SPORT

2018 JEEP  
WRANGLER 4x4

#P15447RGG • 3K MILES, ALLOYS
WHOLESALE PRICE:

2021 FORD 
EDGE SEL AWD

$32,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$40,395

As low  
as  

$106/wk
#H03231 • 19” ALLOYS, 4MATIC AWD

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$47,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$64,670

#P15540GG • BIG BEND TRIM, NAV
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$50,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$62,995

As low  
as  

$170/wk
#H03762PP • SUNROOF, NAV, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:

2018 TESLA  
MODEL 3 AWD

$34,977
NEW RETAIL PRICE: 

$58,990

As low  
as  

$113/wk
#H03769 • AWD, ALLOYS, SUNROOF

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$28,377

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$32,695

As low  
as  

$90/wk
#H03725A • LEATHER, TURBO, ALLOYS

WHOLESALE PRICE:
$25,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$34,660

As low  
as  

$81/wk

2021 MERCEDES  
GLC 300

As low  
as  

$159/wk

2019 SUBARU  
FORESTER

#D13075 • SPORT TRIM, ALLOYS, V6
WHOLESALE PRICE:
$40,977

NEW RETAIL PRICE: 
$49,450

As low  
as  

$134/wk

2022 JEEP  
GLADIATOR

Mike Penner 
General Manager

 “We sell more -  

because we 

have more!” 

WHY PAY THE DIFFERENCE IF YOU CAN’T TELL THE DIFFERENCE?
BAD CREDIT? 

DON’T SWEAT IT!  
We finance your future 

- not your past.

We work with over 60 Banks and Credit Unions 
to get you the  lowest rate possible!

2020 HONDA  
ACCORD SPORT

Kevin Meehan 
Owner

FACT: 

Imperial sells 
a car every  

15 minutes! 

2022 FORD  
BRONCO 4x4

SALE ENDS 04/30          /23. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. THIS OFFER IS NOT VALID ON PRIOR SALES AND IS BASED ON THE MSRP, AND NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT, PROMOTIONS, OR INCENTIVES. PRICE 
LISTED INCLUDES ALL APPLICABLE MANUFACTURER REBATES (NOT EVERYONE WILL QUALIFY) AND IMPERIAL DISCOUNTS INCLUDING A $1,000 IMPERIAL TRADE ASSISTANCE BONUS FOR A QUALIFYING 2012 OR NEWER 
TRADE. SEE US FOR DETAILS. ADVERTISED PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TITLE, REGISTRATION, DOCUMENTATION OR ACQUISITION FEES AND CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONS. 
WEEKLY PAYMENTS CALCULATED WITH AN ESTIMATED DOWN PAYMENT OF $2,999 CASH OR TRADE. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. CALL 1-508-488-2382 TO SEE WHICH REBATES YOU QUALIFY FOR.

SEVEN DAY VEHICLE 
EXCHANGE PROGRAM


