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BVEF celebrates connections 
and partnerships
BY ROD LEE

Rob Knapp knows a little 
something about the im-
portance of the Blackstone 

Valley Education Foundation. The 
BVEF in turn understands the 
worth of what he does as a teacher 
of physics and engineering in the 
Milford Public Schools.

Mr. Knapp was one of five indi-
viduals and organizations saluted 
as grant recipients of the Founda-
tion during a forum held at the 
Myriad Ballroom in Mendon on 
the evening of April 13th.

 “It’s probably my third grant,” 
Mr. Knapp said, beaming, the 
award he was presented with in 
his hands as he watched the cer-
emony unfold. “I use it for equip-
ment for a maker space. It’s a way 
to get infrastructural purchases.”

Like Mr. Knapp, the other 
grantees have put dollars received 
through the Foundation to good 
use. Jill Foulis of Blackstone-
Millville for “Introduction to 
College Field Trips;” Amanda 
Gallerani of Uxbridge for “Robot-
ics at the TAFT Learning Center;” 
Keriann Kimble of Northbridge 
for “Preschool Social-Emotional 

Core Materials;” and Jill Redding 
of Northbridge for “Preschool 
Social-Emotional Learning Core 
Materials.”

The night afforded Joscelyn 
Young, executive director of the 
Blackstone Valley Education 
Foundation, and Danielle Wence, 
marketing director, a chance to 
honor partners involved in “con-
necting activities.”

Included among these were the 
Grafton Public Schools and the 
Blackstone Valley Education Hub 
for a strengthened collaboration 
to help shape current and future 
programs at the Foundation; 
Central MassHire for its stead-
fast support of the Foundation 
with funding; the “Tom and Tom 
Team” for providing such items 
as coolers, beer, glasses, T-shirts, 
snacks and WooSox tickets; Mike 
Baldasarre and Peter Marano for 
their efforts in the area of profes-
sional development; UniBank 
and Osterman for their financial 
support of school grants to “help 
students grow and flourish;” and 
Lisa Donovan of Arts in the Val-
ley and Macy Hutchinson of the 
Green Bean Project for “integrat-
ing arts” as a way to help children 

A neighborly Boston 
Marathon for Douglas’s 
Kelly Manning
BY ROD LEE

Kelly Manning, who is assistant 
fire chief in the town of Doug-
las, knows all about the heart-

break that can come to runners in 
the Boston Marathon; and not just 
from that famous hill competitors 
have to deal with late in the race.

Taking part in the 127th Bos-
ton Marathon on April 17th—her 
third—Ms. Manning finished with a 
time of 4 hours and 24 minutes.

“It was not my best but with this 
being the tenth anniversary of the 
bombing I wanted to run,” she said 
during a telephone conversation on 
May 1st.

Assistant Chief Manning is used 
to overcoming challenges, as for 
instance when she puts in the work 
on trails and obstacles courses 
necessary to be in condition to run 
26.2 miles.

Also, in 2020, she was named 
full-time assistant fire chief in 
Douglas after fourteen years as a 
call member of the Douglas FD. 
Her promotion generated a flood of 
congratulations. “Hell of a firefight-

er and an absolute vault of knowl-
edge. Any department is lucky to 
have her,” Sean Matthew wrote on 
Facebook. “A well-deserved promo-
tion and it’s fantastic to see female 
leadership in the fire service,” was 
the comment posted by Michelle 
Wills.

Disappointed as she was with 
the clocking she posted in the na-
tion’s most famous foot race, Ms. 
Manning was pleased that she was 
presented with a medal at the finish 
line by Wanda Reynolds of Webster. 
Entirely a coincidence, but satisfy-
ing in that Ms. Manning knows 
members of Ms. Reynolds’ family; 
it was a neighbor-to-neighbor mo-
ment that left both smiling. It is also 
one of those many stories that come 
out of the Boston Marathon that 
makes the event a world-renowned 
drawing card.

As evidence that she is not 
deterred by her performance, Ms. 
Manning was planning to run the 

Tara Bennett, president of the Blackstone 
Valley Education Foundation Board of 
Directors and principal of Douglas High 
School, welcomes an audience gathered 
for a BVEF forum and awards ceremony in 
Mendon on April 13th.

BVEF
continued on page 2 

MARATHON
continued on page 2 

KIP MOORE
IS COMING TO
INDIAN RANCH!

AND WE HAVE 
YOUR TICKETS!

Follow the 
YankeeXpress on 

Facebook for your 
chance to win tickets 
to see Kip Moore on 
June 11 and other 

upcoming concerts!
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Experienced Adult Day Health Program 
serving your community since 1985

Family Owned and Operated 

10 Cudworth Road •  Webster, MA 01570
508-949-3598 

 www.accorddaycenter.com

Proven and reliable partner in assisting 
families with their individual situations
Offering Skilled Nursing, Personal Care, 

Case Management,  Recreational 
Programming, and Transportation Services 

in a secure facility. Stay healthy, socialize, make friends!

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed to the point that 
she was no longer able to live by herself; I was in desperate need of help and 
found it with the folks at Accord.  -Marcia T

Structured Programming 
Cognitive and gross motor recreational programming including:  

Baking Club, Bowling League, Live Entertainment  
For Spring/Summer: Garden Club

Adult Day Health Program serving your community
Family Owned and Operated

•Reliable Partner Assisting Families
•Offering Skilled Nursing 
•Personal Care
•Case Management 

TESTIMONIAL: “When my mother’s dementia progressed 
to the point that she was no longer able to live by herself; 
I was in desperate need of help and found it with the folks 
at Accord.”   

 --Marcia T
10 Cudworth Road, Webster, MA 01570

508-949-3598
www.accorddaycenter.com

•Recreation 
•Homey, Fun & Secure
•Nutrition and Transportation Services
•We Follow CDC/MA COVID-19 Guidelines

MARATHON
continued from page 1

develop “high-demand employ-
ability skills.”

“I want connections,” Charlie 
Bateman, senior external rela-
tions manager for Saint Gobain in 
Northborough, said, in explaining 
his reason for attending. “We are 
looking to get more involved in 
the STEM pipeline. Sometimes the 
educational system beats that out 
of people.”

For 2022-23, the Blackstone Val-
ley Education Foundation funded 
a total of $21,990.35 of the $32,783 
that was requested. Sixteen appli-
cations were funded, serving nine 
school districts and more than 
5100 students.

Typical of these grants was the 
$1,452 received by Blackstone-
Millville, funded by Osterman, 
for a Social Emotional Learning 

Room at BMRHS: a safe space for 
students who need to de-escalate, 
reduce anxiety or deal with emo-
tions while in school.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

BVEF
continued from page 1

Blackstone Valley Education Foundation grant recipient Rob Knapp with his award; and 
Foundation Executive Director Joscelyn Young inviting those in attendance to join her for a 
ceremony saluting BVEF honorees.

Providence Marathon the first 
weekend in May in an attempt to 
qualify for Boston 2024.

Her Boston debut came in 
2019 when she ran in memory of 
fallen Worcester 
firefighter Chris 
Roy, in support of 
Firefighter Roy’s 
daughter.

As for Ms. 
Reynolds, she is 
apparently one of 
the thousands of 
volunteers who 
keep the Boston 
Marathon working 
like a fine watch. 
They hail from at 
least forty-four 
states and nineteen 
countries, and 
include medical 
personnel, law 
enforcement and 
security, according 
to the Boston Ath-
letic Association.

Ms. Reynolds 
did not immedi-
ately respond to 
an email request-
ing comment 
about her experi-
ence greeting Ms. 
Manning on race 
day.

Meanwhile, a longtime volun-
teer, who has been associated with 
the Boston Marathon for ap-
proximately thirty years, snapped 
a photo of Ms. Reynolds with Ms. 
Manning on Boylston Street; he 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
saying “this story is about them, 
not me.”

Ms. Manning describes the 
Boston Marathon as “one of the 

toughest” races, requiring “a lot of 
training.”

She can take pride in the fact 
that both elite women’s marathon 
running, and, similarly, amateur 
participation in the sport, is grow-
ing, hitting new heights every year, 
according to The New York Times.

Boston’s ranks are expanding 
even faster, year-to-year, than 
those of the men. Fourteen of 
this year’s elite women runners at 
the start of the Boston Marathon 
had previously run a marathon in 
under 2:21.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

Douglas Fire Department Assistant Chief Kelly Manning receives 
her medal from Wanda Reynolds of Webster after finishing the 
2023 Boston Marathon.
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BACKUP POWER, 
FOR EVERY ADDRESS.
Now there’s a reliable KOHLER® generator to fi t 
every home. From 6 to 150 kW, our generators have 
compact footprints that fi t comfortably on your lot. 
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From engines to generators, we give the world power.
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 FREE ESTIMATE!
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Xpressly Yours ... a letter from the editor

Our experts have been serving the financial 
needs of the community for over 152 years!

Call or email Karen for 
competitive rates for 

conventional and jumbo 
mortgages today!

Connecting all offices: 1.800.578.4270 • www.unibank.com
UniBank NMLS #583135 • Member FDIC/Member DIF

Whether you’re building or buying a new home, 
want to make improvements to your current 

home or looking to refinance, we have

the loan you need.

Karen Beane 
VP, Mortgage Consultant

Karen.Beane@unibank.com
508.769.3816 • NMLS #485228

HEAR JOY IS AN 
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

Don’t Miss Out On The Sounds Of Spring!

Have you been putting off taking 
care of your hearing, tinnitus or 

hearing aids? 
Make this Winter a fresh start.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
www.hearjoyaudiology.com

 for online booking

Northbridge salutes Harry Berkowitz for dedicated 
service to the town 
By his reckoning, Harry 

Berkowitz first got involved in 
town politics in Northbridge 

in 1972, when he served on a study 
committee 
for Lasell 
Field—
prior to the 
complex 
being 
turned 
over to the 
School De-
partment.

So even 
though the plaque Mr. Berkowitz 
received recently from the North-
bridge Board of Selectmen in ap-
preciation of his more than thirty 
years of service to the community 
was entirely fitting, he has actually 
been active in municipal matters 
for a much longer period of time.

He still is, in fact. Yes, he has 
shed some of the roles and respon-
sibilities he previously shouldered. 
But he remains a member of the 
Cable Advisory Committee and 

president of NCTV. He remains a 
stalwart supporter of Town Meet-
ing and a dedicated voter. He also 
hosts several local-access television 
shows and a radio show on WCRN 
830 AM. He has forged strong con-
nections with the Blackstone Valley 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Northbridge Senior Center.

Many residents of Northbridge 
will undoubtedly associate Mr. 
Berkowitz’s name with the Plan-
ning Board, for good reason. As a 
former member and former chair 
of the Planning Board, he has 
consistently advocated for develop-
ment and growth in the interest of 
making Northbridge a more desir-
able place to live and work.

“I want people to know we are 
not anti-business. I have always 
been pro-business for North-
bridge,” he said during a conversa-
tion in the living room of his home 
on Benson Road on April 25th.

During his lengthy stint as a 
community warrior, he has served 
in a number of capacities. None of 

these are dearer to his heart than 
Planning Board and NCTV.

With the Planning Board he 

has led the applause for creation 
of a new police station and a new 
Walmart, redevelopment of the 

Linwood Mill and the Whitins-
ville Plaza, and construction of a 
new fire station—which is now 
underway. He has championed 
such projects as the Stone Hill 
Condominiums on Church Street 
for 55-and-over adults and is eager 
to see “retail and condos” come to 
land opposite the sewer beds on 
Providence Road.

With NCTV, working in concert 
with Director Bill Tartaglia and his 
team, he has overseen the steady 
expansion of the station’s program-
ming lineup—one of the most 
diverse around.

NCTV owes much to Mr. 
Berkowitz’s influence during its 
transition from a small storefront 
on Church St. to Providence Road 
and eventually to more suitable 
quarters at the American Legion 
Post in Rockdale; and to establish-
ing itself as a nonprofit, indepen-
dent of the Board of Selectmen and 
the town.

“It has been easy for me to be 
involved because I love it,” he says.

“It keeps me young.”
 
Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@

gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

BY ROD LEE

Harry Berkowitz was recently presented with a plaque by Northbridge Selectmen Chair Russ 
Collins, congratulating him for more than thirty years of service to the town.
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they want to, not because they 
have to, according to a 2021 
study by Edward Jones and 
Age Wave. But that means that 
one-third of  workers in this age 
group feel financially compelled 
to work. This doesn’t necessarily 
mean they dislike the work they 
do — but it’s probably fair to say 
they would have liked the option 
of  not working. How can you 
give yourself  this choice?

You can start by asking your-
self  these questions: 

•  When do I want to retire? 
You’ll want to identify the age 
at which you wish to retire. 
You may change your mind 
later and move this date up or 
back, but it’s a good idea to 
have a target in mind. 

•  What sort of  retire-
ment lifestyle do I want?    
When you retire, do you an-
ticipate staying close to home 

and pursuing your hobbies, 
or do you hope to travel the 
world? Would you like to 
spend your time volunteering? 
Open your own business or 
do some consulting? Clearly, 
some of  these choices will 
require more resources than 
others, so you’ll want to follow 
a financial strategy that aligns 
with the retirement lifestyle 
you intend to pursue. 

•  Am I saving and in-
vesting enough?                              
As you chart your course 
toward your retirement jour-
ney, you’ll want to assess the 
sources of  income you’ll have 
available. If  you think you 
may be falling short of  achiev-
ing your retirement goals, you 
may need to consider saving 
more.

•  When should I start 
taking Social Security?       

You can begin collecting So-
cial Security benefits as early 
as 62, but your monthly pay-
ments will be much bigger 
if  you wait until your “full” 
retirement age, which will 
likely be between 66 and 67. 
Your decision about when 
to take Social Security will 
depend on several factors, in-
cluding your other sources of  
income and your family his-
tory of  longevity. Of  course, 
as you’re probably aware, 
the Social Security system is 
facing significant financial 
stress, so it’s possible that we 
may see changes to Social 
Security, based on actions 
Congress could take. In any 
case, you might want to be 
fairly conservative in estimat-
ing how much Social Security 
can contribute to your retire-
ment income.  
By addressing the above 

questions, you can get a clearer 

sense of  when you might reach 
the point at which work is op-
tional. But you’ll also need to 
consider other factors, too, such 
as how much you enjoy work-
ing or when your spouse or 
partner is planning to retire. In 
any case, the sooner you start 
planning for this next phase 
of  your life, the better position 
you’ll be in when it’s time to 
make the transition. 

If  you would like to discuss 
your personal situation with a 
financial advisor contact: 

Mark Freeman
Edward Jones Financial Advisor
77 West Main Street,
Hopkinton, MA 
508-293-4017
Mark.Freeman@edwardjones.com

Sponsored articles are submitted by 
our advertisers. The advertiser is 
solely responsible for the content of  
this article. 

If  you’re like most people, 
your work has been a central 
part of  your life. So, wouldn’t it 
be nice to have the flexibility to 
decide when you no longer want 
to work?

Many people of  retirement 
age have achieved this type of  
control. In fact, two-thirds of  
workers ages 65 and older say 
they work primarily because 

When can you choose retirement?

Mark Freeman

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

GET NOTICED! Contact Bill at 774-289-5564 or by email at bcronan@theyankeexpress.com 
to learn how you can reach 153,0000 households and businesses each month!

 

Exceptional Outpatient Rehabilitation  

 www.rehabassociates.com/uxbridgeorthopedic 

 Getting back to your active life is your goal and ours too.  
 Our Physical Therapists are  professionally trained and equipped to provide you      

   with Exceptional Outpatient Post-Surgical Rehabilitation Therapy.  

   (508) 278-7810 

            Located at  60 Quaker Hwy (RT 146A)  Uxbridge, MA  01569 
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Serving all of New England
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(508) 278-3300
@shineconstructioninc

www.shineconstructioninc.com
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SAND • STONE • LOAM

P.O. Box 77 
Uxbridge, MA 01569

605 Quaker Highway (Rt. 146A), 
Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2628

A Walk in the Park—and at Uxbridge Town Meeting?
An impressive turnout for the 

Uxbridge Historic District 
Commission’s “A Walk 

in the Park” spring house tour 
despite inclement weather gave 
UHDC Chair Jane Keegan every 
reason to believe voters at Town 
Meeting would approve pas-
sage of an article expanding the 
historic district for the first time 
since 2004.

A vote—a second attempt to 
get this done—was to be taken on 
May 9th.

A Walk in the Park occurred 
on Sunday afternoon, April 30th, 
despite inclement weather, and 
was “a blast” according to Peter 
Frabotta III, who owns 46 Cap-
ron St.—“Barbara’s Blue House.” 
The residence is named for his 
mother in celebration of her 

favorite color and has been in the 
family since 1968.

Tim Johnson, who owns the 
Zadock (Taft) House at 115 So. 
Main St. with his wife Kristina, 
agreed. They have big plans for 
the home, one of the town’s old-
est, dating to the 1700s.

“It went great!” Mr. Johnson 
said. “We had over seventy-five 
guests come in!”

Four properties were open 
to the public for the event. The 
Donaldson home at 35 Capron 
St. and “the Beane Compound” 
at 236 Mendon St. (the former 
“Keegan House”) were the others.

“We had people from all over 
the Valley,” Mr. Frabotta said. 
He was ecstatic with the results 
and delighted with the chance 
to show off all of his decorating 

touches.
“Close to two hundred. People 

who knew my parents,” Mr. 
Frabotta said.

Ms. Keegan could not have 
been happier.

“Remarks during the event 
were super positive so we can 
only hope the excitement gener-
ated will translate to attendance 
at TM” for the vote, she said. 
“Crossing fingers and cautiously 
optimistic for the 9th.

“In spite of the ‘misty’ Sunday 
we had more than one hundred 
fifty people driving, walking or 
riding the Senior Center bus! 
From what I hear from others, 
reports on social media were 
‘glowing.’ Certainly those I spoke 
with that day expressed positive 
thoughts and all were encouraged 

to attend TM. I am what they call 
‘cautiously optimistic.’ We have 
unanimous support from [the] 
FinCom and Planning Board (go 

figure) while the BOS voted the 
opposite (go figure).”

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

Tim and Kristina Johnson on the front porch of the Zadock (Taft) House at 115 So. Main St. in 
Uxbridge. The home was one of four vintage properties on exhibit for “A Walk in the Park,” all 
with unique individual characteristics.

NEW ENGLANDNEW ENGLAND REGLAZE REGLAZE

www.newenglandreglaze.com

Reg. Reg. $$399399
Color, travel, may apply.

We do any TUB!
CALL US NOWCALL US NOW
617-895-7771617-895-7771

NOWNOW  $$299.299.0000

SAVE  
$100  

WITH AD

Don’t replace  
your old tub, reglaze it! 

Tubs, tile sinks and   
much more

DK FLOORS LLCDK FLOORS LLC
(Formerly Dan’s Carpet Service

•Carpet •Linoleum •Repairs
•L.V.P. Planks •Restretch •Installs

•Residential & Commercial
FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

Grafton residentGrafton resident
Fully InsuredFully Insured

30 years Experience30 years Experience

Call Dan Call Dan 
508-769-5767508-769-5767
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1 mile walk
5K run or walk 
30 mile bike ride

Join us on Saturday, June 3rd for our 
38th Annual Valley Friendship Tour to 
benefit Open Sky Community Services! 

There is something for everyone - 

Plus lunch, live music, raffles and yoga!

Alternatives' Whitin Mill, 50 Douglas Road, Whitinsville, MA

FRIENDSHIP 
2 0 2 3

VALLEY
TOUR

FOR MORE INFO AND 

TO REGISTER,  V IS IT

OPENSKYCS.ORG/VFT

NEW CABINETS, COUNTERS, NEW CABINETS, COUNTERS, 
CABINET PAINTING, REFACING...CABINET PAINTING, REFACING...

298 Boston Tpke., Suite #5, Shrewsbury
508.842.6677 | nufacekitchens.com
Studio Hours By Appointment Only
Sheila@nufacekitchens.com

Family-run Affordable Junk Removal takes the 
stress out of cleanups
BY CHRISTIE VOGT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Whether it’s one old fridge 
in the garage or an entire 
home of unwanted goods, 

the team at Affordable Junk 
Removal offers a cost-efficient, 
stress-free approach to waste 
management. “You don’t lift a fin-
ger,” says owner Jason Schadler, 
who started the company along 
with his wife Christine in 2005.

The business offers same-day 
service for both residential and 
commercial clients across eastern 
and central Massachusetts and 
northern Rhode Island. In addi-
tion to junk removal, the company 
rents 15-yard dumpsters. 

As a family-owned and oper-
ated company, Schadler says Af-
fordable Junk Removal has lower 
overhead costs and is more acces-
sible than national competitors. 
“I answer my phone 24 hours 
a day,” he says. “I was on vaca-
tion in Italy and Portugal, and 
I was still answering my phone 
on the beach. When you call us, 
you get me — not an automated 
machine!”

Schadler says the company 
has an environmentally friendly 
approach to disposal in which 
it recycles items when possible, 
properly disposes of non-recy-
clables and resells many items at 
the Schadlers’ secondhand store, 
Resellables. “We opened that store 
in Bellingham because we hated to 
see things thrown away,” Schadler 
says. “We have four kids and sus-
tainability is extremely important 
to us.”

During the business’s early days, 

Schadler provided junk removal 
on nights and weekends when he 
wasn’t busy working at a machine 
shop. Eventually, the business 
grew into a full-time endeavor, 
and the Schadlers invested back 
into the company with new equip-
ment and techniques. “When I 
first started, for example, we didn’t 
have any tarps. I’m driving around 
and things are flying out of my 
truck,” Schadler laughs. “I’m like, 
‘Oh my god, I need a tarp.’”

Schadler says his wife Christine 
“was equally as involved” in get-
ting the business off the ground. 
“She handled the backend while 
I did the heavy lifting, all while 
she was working at EMC,” he says. 
“Fast forward 17 years, and we 
both work full time managing the 
company as well as other endeav-
ors. Business is doing great; it has 
grown tremendously to a fleet of 
trucks and dumpsters, and we’ve 
also been able to buy a pizza place, 
The Corner Market in Holliston.”

In addition to delivering an 
in-demand service to the com-
munity, Schadler is appreciative 
that Affordable Junk Removal has 

helped provide a work-life balance 
that suits his family. “It allows me 
to be able to do what I like doing 
and spend time with my kids,” he 
says. “I’m home to see my babies 
play softball and do all that stuff. 
We are also able to give back to 
the communities we serve.”

As for Uxbridge, North-
bridge and Douglas in particular 
Schadler says they are proud to 
have many repeat customers and 
friends in the area.

One of the best parts of his 
job, Schadler says, is meeting and 
getting to know new people and 
developing relationships with re-
turning customers. “We are really 

grateful for the repeat business 
and the chance to form connec-
tions with residents across the 
Blackstone Valley,” he says.

To receive a free junk removal 

estimate, call 774-287-1133 or 
visit affordablejunkremoval.com.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Christine and Jason Schadler, shown here with their children and dog, 
started Affordable Junk Removal in 2005.
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*15 Yard: Up to 2 tons. Additional weight $99/ton
*30 Yard: Up to 3 Tons. Additional weight $99/ton
Restrictions Apply

15 YARD 
$425*

30 YARD 
$550*

CALL TODAY!
508-987-1187

www.pratttrucking.com

15 Yd.

Celebrating Celebrating 
ourour

thth

30 Yd.

The story of Lightning, an adventuresome sheep
FROM DOUGLAS ORCHARD 
AND FARM

This is the story of our runaway 
sheep, for those who have not 
yet heard it.

On February 25th, we adopted 
five purebred Icelandic sheep. In 
transferring them into the fenced 
enclosure, four of the five sheep 
ran off. After three hours we got 
all but one of them back. The last 
sheep was so fast and would bolt 
when approached, so we named 
her Lightning.

Our wonderful Douglas com-
munity would call the farm with 
sightings. A plan was laid out to 
capture her, but to no avail. She 
had quite the adventure while away 
“on the lam.” She would dart in and 

out of a horse barn to eat hay, made 
a dog friend, and surprised the 
locals by walking down the street. 
It’s not every day you see a sheep 
hanging out in your neighborhood.

Then something miraculous 
and magical happened late at night 
on March 9th. Farmer Nick was 
checking on the animals at the 
farm when much to his surprise 
he spotted Lightning. She was 
standing beside her four buddies, 
though on different sides of the 
fence. When Farmer Nick walked 
toward her she bolted and ran, 
consistent with her MO. She ran 
across to the farm’s country store. 
But then, much to Farmer Nick’s 
surprise, she went around the back 
of the farm and up through an 
open gate that connects to the pas-

ture where the four other Icelandic 
sheep are—and plowed through a 
fence to be with them. Farmer Nick 
was able to rush around and close 
the gate behind her!

Now she is happily reunited with 
her sheep family.

We don’t know how it happened 
that she made her way back to the 
farm after so many sightings on 
Pine Street.

We would like to thank all the 
people on Pine Street who were 
involved in trying to capture her 
and the worry that was involved in 
trying to get her back to the farm.

We end this missing sheep 
story on a great note! And again 
we appreciate all the comments 
and reaching out from our local 
community. There were over five 

hundred likes and many comments 
on Facebook during Lightning’s 
escapades!

You can come to Douglas 
Orchard & Farm in Douglas to see 
our five Icelandic sheep girls, hap-
pily together again.

Lightning has the lightest col-
ored wool and we think she stands 
a little taller than her friends, 
proud of her adventures!

douglasorchardandfarm.com.
Facebook: Douglas Orchard and 

Farm

MASTER PLUMBER
LIC. NO. 9216

MASTER SHEET METAL
LIC. NO. 115

Valley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING

BIG OR SMALL, WE DO IT ALL! SENIOR DISCOUNT

RICHARD J. WUNSCHEL
(508) 234-3649 TELEPHONE • (774) 696-7449 CELL

30 LACKEY DAM ROAD, SUTTON, MA 01590-2714

$50
off

1st
Job for

Plumbing

(one per 
household)

WHY SMALL LOAD
CONCRETE?

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility - according to your schedule
• Less Expensive than bagged and 
   large mixers
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job
• Cost Effective • No Waste 
• 1 Yard Minimum

34 Providence Road, Sutton, MA
508-770-1200 • www.smallloadconcrete.com

     Custom-Concrete - Metered Pours
Concrete finishing services available

Also available for delivery on SATURDAYS...

CONCRETE APPLICATIONS
• Patios
• Steps
• Fence Posts
• Decks
• Retaining Walls
• Pool Decks

• Gas Stations
• Road Work
• Footings
• Curbing
• Sidewalks
• Pre-Cast

Homeowners                    Contractors
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**APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. APPLIES TO WHOLE HOUSE HEAT CUSTOMERS ONLY. ASK FOR DETAILS. **New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.New automatic delivery customers only. Offer ends the last day of the month.

Family owned and operated since 1954

Service
•  Emergency  

service 24-7
•  Oil & gas 

fired  
equipment

Programs
•  Flexible pricing 

and budget 
programs

•  Ask about our 
Veteran, Military, 
Police and Fire 
discount

Fuels
• Heating Oil
• Propane  
• Diesel
• Bagged Coal

Installations
•  Oil & propane 

heating systems 
and water 
heaters

•  Oil to propane  
conversions

Give us a call today!Give us a call today!  
800-649-5949 800-649-5949 

jeffrichards@medwayoil.comjeffrichards@medwayoil.com

Your neighbors have voted usYour neighbors have voted us    
GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!GOLD MEDAL WINNERS!  
Call today to learn more about  Call today to learn more about  
our services!our services!

Be Sure to Ask About our New Customer ProgramBe Sure to Ask About our New Customer Program

FREE: 100 gallons of home  heating oil or propane* 
FREE: $100 Account credit towards your first  tune-up or service plan*

Introducing your neighborhood consultant, Jeff Richards - 14 year resident 
of Douglas as well as a combined 12 years in Uxbridge and Northbridge!

BVT announces second trimester Commendation List 
B lackstone Valley Regional 

Vocational Technical High 
School (BVT) has released 

the Superintendent-Director’s 
Commendation List for the second 
trimester of the 2022–2023 school 
year. To be named to the Commen-
dation List, students must meet 
rigorous standards, such as main-
taining a grade point average of 88 
percent or above in each technical, 
related, and academic course for 
the trimester. To view the com-
plete list, visit www.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/2tcommendationlist.

The following students, grouped 
by grade level and hometown, were 
named to the second trimester 
Commendation List:

SENIORS (CLASS OF 2023)
DOUGLAS Brett Staples, Electronics & 
Engineering Technology; and Julia White, 
Cosmetology.
NORTHBRIDGE Sam Grilli, Drafting & De-
sign; Maya Laydon, Construction Technology; 
Noah Malkasian, Electronics & Engineering 
Technology; Gradie Sanford, Drafting & De-
sign; and Emily Wildfeuer, Drafting & Design.
Sutton Benjamin Judson, Automotive Colli-
sion Repair & Refinishing; Samuel Judson, 
Drafting & Design Technology; Haley Kirouac, 
Engineering & Robotics; Ryann Lombardi, 
Health Services; Colin Medeiros, Electronics & 
Engineering Technology; Olivia Oikle, Health 
Services, and Evan Thebearge Electronics & 

Engineering Technology.
UXBRIDGE Mackenzie Barnicle, Culinary 
Arts; Isabel Cahill, Multimedia Communica-
tions; Isabella Gannon, Advanced Manu-
facturing & Fabrication; Maxwell Guyton, 
Engineering & Robotics; and 
Sunny Moscatelli, Cosmetology. 
JUNIORS (CLASS OF 2024)
DOUGLAS Laney Beahn, Engineering; 
Mary Chrul, Health Services; Jack Dooner, 
Electronics & Engineering Technology; Baron 
Sherry, Engineering; Tyler Stevens, Informa-
tion Technology; and Sorcha Twohig-Mann, 
Health Services.
NORTHBRIDGE Giovanni Biagioni, 
Electronics & Engineering Technology; Logan 
Feehan, Painting & Design Technology; Yaliz 
Jimenez, Health Services; Catherine Kings-
bury, Culinary Arts; Izamar Laboy Villegas, 
Information Technology; Lily Marshall, Dental 
Assisting; Ella Rogozenski, Engineering & 
Robotics; and Jonathon Spiller, Painting & 
Design Technology.
UXBRIDGE Yara Alomar, Health Services; 
Savannah Brodeur, Cosmetology; Noah Cahill, 
Engineering & Robotics; Victoria Cieply, 
Dental Assisting; Avery Herrick, Multimedia 
Communications; Trevor Horgan, Electron-
ics & Engineering Technology; Sean Knox, 
Advanced Manufacturing & Fabrication; 
Grace Mathieu, Engineering & Robotics; 
Marissa Osimo, Health Services; and Samuel 
Waugh, Electrical.
SOPHOMORES (CLASS OF 2025)
DOUGLAS Dale Boudreau, Electrical; Haley 

Chamberlain, Cosmetology; Kaylie Ciccone, 
Health Services; Justin Dooner, Engineering 
& Robotics; Emily Muniz, Engineering & 
Robotics; Om Patel, Engineering & Robotics; 
Samantha Pinto, Health Services; Jaden Rod-
dick, Multimedia Communications; Addison 
Taylor, Health Services; and Willow Windo-
loski, Electronics & Engineering Technology.
NORTHBRIDGE Ava Bates, Cosmetology, 
Kayla Chausse, Cosmetology; Perry Derkosro-
fian, Construction Technology; Sosie Derkos-
rofian, Health Services; Zabel Derkosrofian, 
Information Technology; Abigail Dineen, 
Dental Assisting; Faith Ellis, Multimedia 
Communications; Conner Gomez, Engineer-
ing & Robotics; Mara Keane, Electronics & 
Engineering Technology; Dylan Leeds, Engi-
neering & Robotics; Haley Marston, Dental 
Assisting; Markas Petone, Health Services; 
Sean Russo, Information Technology; Delaney 
Sanford, Culinary Arts; Eva Schairer, Health 
Services; Scarlet Sergel, Dental Assisting; and 
Alexa Seward, Engineering & Robotics.
UXBRIDGE Alexi Cox, Electronics & 
Engineering Technology; Samantha Fairhurst, 
Health Services; Samuel Kirby, Electrical; 
Mikaela Swanson, Biotechnology; and 
Stephanie Zaitoun, Engineering & Robotics.
FRESHMEN (CLASS OF 2026) 
DOUGLAS Francesca Aquilino, Cosmetology; 
Maddison Dos Santos, HVAC&R; Leopaul 
Gamelin, HVAC&R; Caitlin Kelly, Health Ser-
vices; Zachary Mitchell, HVAC&R; and Sophie 
Rivard, Engineering & Robotics.
NORTHBRIDGE Isabelle Balon, Biotechnol-

ogy; Autumn Gromelski, Culinary Arts; Aidan 
Naughton, Information Technology; Emersen 
Polymeros, Construction Technology; Jacob 
Poole, Information Technology;
Allegra Sadik, Health Services; Logan Tet-
reault, Information Technology; and Adalynn 
Wooster, Cosmetology. 
UXBRIDGE Breanna Donahue, Electrical; 
Gabrielle Gannon, Engineering & Robotics; 

Brooke Gniadek, Cosmetology; Veronica 
Jordan, Health Services; Isabella Mclaughlin, 
Advanced Manufacturing & Fabrication; 
Daniel Noel, Engineering; Abigail Thompson, 
Painting & Design Technology; and Parker 
Waugh, Electronics.

AP Mandella LandscapingAP Mandella Landscaping

Call Anthony @ 508-340-1640  • Auburn, MA

Small
Backhoe
Services

Free 
Estimates
Fully 
Insured

STUMP GRINDINGSTUMP GRINDING
Chip Removal • LOAM & SEEDChip Removal • LOAM & SEED

Residential & Commercial Electrical Services

DEADYDEADY
E L E C T R I C

Inc.
Call (508) 655-4470

ralphdeady@gmail.com

RALPH J.
DEADY

Master Electrician
Licensed 
& Insured

Sherborn, MA
Grafton, MA

Lie. #E 33048
Lie. #A 13710
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See an Expert in Cosmetic Dentistry

Advanced Cosmetic Bonding | Minimally Invasive Dentistry
Completely Digital Treatment (NO impressions!)

Single-tooth implants   |   Full-mouth reconstruction 
Computer-Guided Surgery   |   3D Cone-Beam X-ray

Crowns   |   Veneers   |   Advanced Esthetics

Jason R. Tubo, DMD, MAGD  - Master of the Academy of General Dentistry

See more of Jen’s case and more 
REAL Before and After cases 

actually done by Dr. Jason Tubo at

www.DrTubo.com .

Real People. Real Results.

(508) 234-8107
12 Prospect Street

Whitinsville, MA

www.DrTubo.com

See them when they’re brand new
Follow Dr. Tubo on Instagram:

Finding yourself a little addicted
to Dr. Tubo’s Before and Afters?

@dr.jasontubo

CALL
US FIRST

FREE
QUOTES

“We buy Artwork, Coins, Comics, Gold, Jewelry, Silver,
Vintage Toys & Trains, Etc... Highest Prices Paid!”

www.CleanSlateEstate.com

YOU CAN’T DO IT ALL,
WE CAN HELP YOU!
EASY, FAST ESTATE 

REMOVAL SERVICES

Fully Insured
and Bonded

Corridor is rich in opportunities for volunteer involvement
There are many opportunities 

to volunteer in the Blackstone 
Valley River Valley National 

Heritage Corridor this year. If you 
would like to get involved with 
the Volunteers-in-parks program, 
reach out to Molly Cardoza, direc-
tor of volunteer and community 
engagement at mcardoza@Black-
stoneHeritageCorridor.org. On 
April 19th, during National Vol-
unteer Week, Independent Sector 
announced that the hourly value of 
a volunteer increased from $29.95 
to $31.80. Learn more at https://
independentsector.org/resource/

value-of-volunteer-time/.
The (second) First Strike Festival 

is happening at Old Slater Mill 
National Historic Landmark at 
67 Roosevelt Ave. in Pawtucket 
on Saturday, May 13th from 1:00 
to 6:00 p.m. Nearly two hundred 
years ago, more than one hundred 
women weavers launched the first 
wage workers’ strike in the U.S. 
To remember this important act 
of solidarity, the National Park 
Service will host a free festival each 
May at Old Slater Mill. Learn a new 
dance, participate in a community 
songwriting workshop, pay an 

old-fashioned game, or enjoy live 
music.

The Kelly and Ashton Mill 
Junior Ranger Booklet is a self-
guided adventure around the 
Blackstone River State Park. Aspir-
ing Junior Rangers of all ages are 
encouraged to pick up a booklet 
and explore the history and natural 
beauty of this area. These Junior 
Ranger activities inspire creativity, 
reflection, imagination and stew-
ardship. Booklets can be picked 
up at the Kelly House Museum of 
Transportation, 1075 Lower River 
Road, Lincoln, Rhode Island, dur-

ing operation hours. Booklets are 
also available at Old Slater Mill.

Ranger Walkabouts resume on 
Thursdays evenings at 6:30 p.m., 
June 1st through August 31st. Find 
all the details at https://www.nps.
gov/blrv/planyourvisit/calendar.
htm.

Join a National Park Ranger for 
a bike ride along the Blackstone 
River Bikeway on Wednesdays 
starting July 5 through Septem-
ber 27 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
Each week will feature a different 
theme. Learn more at https://
www.nps.gov/thingstodo/bike-

the-blackstone.htm.
Robert Wakeling has joined the 

BRV National Historical Park as a 
seasonal park ranger. Mr. Wakel-
ing hails from Mansfield and has 
worked for the NPS at other park 
sites including the Adams National 
Historical Park.

For more on all of the activi-
ties and events happening in the 
Corridor, go to www.Blackstone-
HeritageCorridor.org.

National Park Service rangers are a back-
bone of all that happens in the Blackstone 
River Valley National Heritage Corridor; as 
are volunteers.
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508-865-4193 • WWW.ALSRUBBISH.COM 

Al’s RUBBISH & CONTAINER 

FREE DROP 
OFF AND

 PICK UP!

556 Central Turnpike, Sutton, MA 01590
Phone: (508) 865-4193

Website: www.alsrubbish.com
E-Mail: alsrubbish@gmail.com

Al’s Rubbish Provides
• Dumpster Rental 
    Services 7 Days
• All Rentals Include 
    Drop Off and Pick Up
• No Hidden Fees
• Estate Clean Outs
• Furniture/Appliance
• We Recycle  

Serving the Blackstone Valley
and the Surrounding Towns in 

Worcester County Support Support 
Local Small Local Small 

BusinessBusiness

DUMPSTER DUMPSTER 
RENTAL RENTAL 

SPECIAL!SPECIAL!
SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, SUTTON, MILLBURY, AUBURN, 

OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, OXFORD, WEBSTER, WHITINSVILLE, 
NORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTONNORTHBRIDGE and GRAFTON

10 yard    $350      10 yard    $350      
15 yard    $450    15 yard    $450    
20 yard    $60020 yard    $600

• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend• Red Cedar • Hemlock Blend
• Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam • Dark Pine • Black • Screened loam 

• Compost loam / Compost• Compost loam / Compost

Propane Propane 
tanks filled heretanks filled here

 every day every day
508-476-1129

OPEN 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Pickup or Delivery • CALL FOR PRICING

169 Davis St. (Rte. 16), E. Douglas, MA  

RENTALSRENTALS

CHAMBERLAIN CONSTRUCTION

MULCH and MORE!

Ribbon cuttings on the horizon for BV Chamber 
W ith its annual Charity Golf 

Tournament at Pleasant 
Valley Country Club in 

Sutton—a major fundraiser—now 
in the books for 2023, the Black-

stone Valley Chamber of Com-
merce is turning its attention to 
other upcoming events, including 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies.

The Charity Golf Tournament 

supports the Chamber, the BV 
Education Foundation and the 
BV Hub in support of essen-
tial programs for students and 
schools in the region. Present-

ing Sponsor is UniBank. Major 
Sponsor is Goretti’s Supermar-
ket. Partner Sponsors are C&S 
Wholesale Grocers, bankHome-
town, Gaudette Insurance agency, 

East Commerce Solutions, and 
MATCH Cunningham & As-
sociates. Supporter Sponsors are 
TD Bank, Linders The Intel-
ligent Alternative, Omi Control 
Technology, Job Corps, Primetals 
Technologies, MCU, Compound 
Effect, Core XP Business Solu-
tions, RH White, and The Shop-
pes at Blackstone Valley. Friend 
Sponsor is Homefield Credit 
Union.

In addition to a ribbon cut-
ting on May 11th for Heirloom 
Emporium at the Manchaug Mills 

in Sutton, the Chamber will be 
celebrating Conceirge Physical 
Therapy with a ribbon cutting 
on June 2nd at 22 South St. in 
Hopkinton and another on June 
16th for The Pewter Pot at 670 
Linwood Ave. in Whitinsville.

Interested in sponsoring one of 
the Chamber’s 2023 events? Call 
508-234-9090 for more informa-
tion.

The BVCC’s Women’s Success 
Network will once again enjoy 
a “Ladies on the Lake” night 
aboard the Indian Princess in 

Webster on June 22nd. This event 
features networking, “quintes-
sential hors d’oeuvres,” libations 
and spectacular views. Register at 
www.blackstonevalley.org.

The Chamber’s Food, Bever-
age and Hospitality Network will 
host a Business After Hours at 
Rushford & Sons Brewhouse at 
8 Grove St. in Upton on June 6. 
Hours are 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Rushford & Sons, a family-owned nano brewery, will host a Blackstone Valley Chamber of 
Commerce Business After Hours on June 6.



12  The Blackstone Valley Xpress • www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com • May 12, 2023

DID YOUR LOCAL OIL COMPANY SELL OUT?
DON’T BE LEFT IN THE

IN ANY SEASON

Biggest selecton 
of marble, granite 

and quartz.

Mon.-Thurs. 8-4; Fri.-Sat. 9-4; other times by appt.

Call today 
for a FREE 
estimate.

Over 300 Colors 
in Actual Slabs 

in Yard

620 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9), Shrewsbury 
 1/4 Miles East of Home Depot. (BIG BLUE BUILDING)

508-842-9800 

36 Years
 In Business 

Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 
 Fri. & Sat. 9-4

Spring SaleSpring Sale

Serving Southeastern MA and Surrounding Areas 
Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed

♦ Driveways  
♦ Parking Lots  
♦ Pressure Washing
♦ Crack Filling  
♦ Asphalt Repair

800-605-9030   508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com    email: countrysidedoors@aol.com

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

Sales • Service • Installation

We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors and 
Electric Openers Renew your home’s appeal Renew your home’s appeal 

with a new garage door. with a new garage door. 
Many new styles and colors Many new styles and colors 

to choose from.to choose from.

- Commercial and Residential -

Visit our display by appointment

CAPITOL SIDING & CAPITOL SIDING & 
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, INC.

MARK SARKISIAN, JR.
markjr@capitolsiding.com
www.capitolsiding.com

Custom Exteriors • Vinyl Siding • Roofing
Replacement Windows • Seamless Gutters

30 Auburn Street
Auburn, MA 01501

Tel 508-832-5981
Fax (508) 832-0464

Seniors get their groove on to disco at Plummer Place
Seniors and older adults danced 

the afternoon away to music 
from the Disco Era of the 

1970s at Plummer Place on April 
27th. The event was sponsored 
by the Friends of Northbridge 
Elders (FINE) and AdviniaCare of 
Northbridge

Attendees celebrated in their 
psychedelic disco-inspired attire 
that included colorful sequined 
tops, sparkly leisure suits, bellbot-
tom jeans, wide collar shirts, funky 
scarves, chokers and tie-dyed 
T-shirts.

Some participants even adorned 
Afro-style wigs, bold colored hair 
pieces, patterned head bands, and 
glittery jewelry.

DJ Steve Charette kept the crowd 
movin’ and groovin’ to hits by the 
Bee Gees, Diana Ross, KC and the 
Sunshine Band, Earth Wind and 

Fire and Donna 
Summer to name 
just a few.

“The music was 
electrifying, and 
the people were 
nostalgic,” Sheri 
Tomasetti, a volun-
teer for the event, 
said.

“It was a fabu-
lous event! I loved 
watching all the 
dancers on the 
dance floor and 
was surprised at 
how many good 
dancers there 
were!” Carol Snow, 
A FINE member 
and chair of FINE’s 
fundraising com-
mittee, said.

An on-site luncheon 
was provided by FINE 
to go with the DJ and dancing and 
included an assortment of deli 
sandwiches, salads and desserts 
prepared by Plummer Place Chef 
Pete Sabourin. Beautiful themed 
baskets provided by FINE were 
raffled off.

“The party was so much fun!” 

said Harriet Platt. “I loved every-
thing about it and if anyone out 
there missed the party, shame on 
them!

For more information about 
Plummer Place and its programs 
and events, contact Amy Cowen at 
508-234-2002.



May 12, 2023  • www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com • The Blackstone Valley Xpress   13

Everyday banking, 
more interest-ing.
EARNINGS ACHIEVED

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Earn 4.07% APY on balances up to $3,000 and earn our current savings rate of 0.07% on balances over $3,000. APY is effective as of December 7, 2022 and subject to change 
without notice. $25 minimum daily balance required in order to earn APY. A minimum of 10 debit card transactions are required each calendar month or a $10 monthly service fee applies. Account includes 
free monthly e-Statements. To receive paper statements, a $5.00 fee applies to each statement cycle. Fees may reduce earnings on the account. Dean Bank does not charge its customers for ATM or Debit 
Mastercard® transactions made anywhere in the world. However, other banks and owners of ATMs may impose a “surcharge” or “convenience fee” for using their machines. All Access Checking provides 
unlimited rebates for such transactions each month. Rebate will appear as a statement credit approximately 2 Business Days after surcharge is incurred. 

 Zelle and the Zelle related marks are wholly owned by Early Warning Services, LLC and are used herein under license.

With our All Access account, you’ll earn  
4.07% APY* interest on balances up to $3,000,  
and enjoy surcharge-free ATMs anywhere. 
You’ll also get the ease and convenience of free Online  
& Mobile Banking with Mobile Deposit & Bill Pay (including 
Zelle®) PLUS free Debit Card Rewards!

Member FDIC   Member DIF   NMLS#412095

deanbank.com • (508) 528-0088

Open an account online  
today, or visit a branch.

ADVANCED 
GUTTER SYSTEMS, INC.

10% OFF ANY JOB*
*With this ad. Cannot be combined with other offers

• Replacement Windows
• House Cleanouts
• Handyman Services

• Aluminum Seamless Gutters
• Copper Gutters • Gutter Guard

www.gutters-downspouts.com

(508) 278-2202
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

MASS. REG.#128580
CSL #104402

Installations 
• Repairs 
• Cleaning

Spring Clean-Up!!
“Did you have water damage to your gutters?”

• Carpentry • Roofing

Birds Taking Flight highlights new season at 
Southwick’s Zoo

Southwick’s Zoo is officially 
open for the 2023 season with 
an exciting array of activities 

including new wrinkles for visitors 
of all ages.

“Birds Taking Flight” is literally 
the case with Avian Adventures 
presentations on Mother’s Day 

weekend (May 13 and 14)  in the 
Show Arena at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 
p.m.

Beginning Memorial Day week-
end (May 27), the Birds Taking 
Flight program will be offered daily 
at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. in the 
Show Arena.

Brand new at Southwick’s Zoo 
this year is Elm Farm Creamery 
on site, with hard ice cream, milk 
shakes and frozen treats. 

Drop by Galliford’s Restaurant 
& Tavern for lunch or dinner. Call 
508-928-0928 for reservations.

Southwick’s Zoo jumped into 
the season with an Earth Day 
Trash to Treasure event, featuring 
workshops on Composting pre-
sented by Home Harvest Central 
Massachusetts, conservation info 
from EARTH Ltd., a fossil exhibit, 
recycled goods, conservation ven-
dors, beer vendors and music by 
Matt Genese.

June events at Southwick’s 
include Passionate About Primates 
on the 11th, Father’s Day Weekend 
on the 17th,  and Zoo Neighbors 
Day on the 26th.

Field trips and group outings are 
welcome. Bring your classroom to 
life at the largest zoological experi-
ence in New England, home to 
over eight hundred fifty animals.

Go to www.southwickszoo.com 
for more details.

Bird attractions are just one of many reasons 
to visit Southwick’s Zoo. (Photo: rayaonas-
signment.com).
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Portable Toilets
We’re still going... so we can keep, “Keepin-U-Goin”

“What did the
 big flower say to 
the small flower?”  
“What’s up bud?”

Now 
accepting 
yard waste

Seasonal Cleaning?
We Offer Curbside Pick Up

Or Bring Your Items to Our Transfer Station.

CONTAINER RENTALS
10, 15, 20, 30, 50 YARDS

“Locally Owned & Operated Since 1980”

Roll Offs • Small Demolition • Commercial
Bulk Clean Up • Dumpsters • Transfer Station

House Cleanouts

AHM offers the tank 
experience of a lifetime
The American Heritage Mu-

seum in Hudson invites all 
interested persons to enter to 

win a trip to The Tank Museum in 
England to ride the Tiger I Tank 
in 2024.

Ride on the last operational 
German Tiger 1 Tank at The Tank 
Museum in Bovington and also 
receive a tank-driving package at 

the American Heritage Museum.
The offer is part of the “Tiger 

and the Generals” 2023 fundrais-
ing sweepstakes at the AHM. 
The winner earns an incredible 
getaway, perfectly suited for the 
history lover, which will bring 
them first to the AHM for a day 
of tank driving instruction aboard 
the M4 Sherman and the M24 
Chaffee tanks along with a behind-
the-scenes tour of the museum. 

The winner will depart from 
Boston to London to travel to the 
premier tank and armor museum 
in the UK.

Buy your ticket(s) before May 
30th.

Go to https://americanheritage-
museum.org for all the details.

A World War II Tank Driving 
Experience at the AHM over the 

Memorial Day weekend 
will give visitors a chance 
to ride aboard or even 
drive a real tank from 
that conflict…the M24 
Chaffee Light Tank or the 
M4A3 Sherman Medium 
Tank.

Being a crew member 
or driving a tank is not 
particularly comfortable. 
These metal beasts are all 

business, designed to go over most 
obstacles with ease and destroying 
another in their path. Once in a 
tank, it is clearly evident that you 
are driving a machine with great 
power.

From May through October, 
the American Heritage Museum 
will over tank riding and driving 
programs in the Chaffee and Sher-
man. You will be transported back 
to 1944 as you step aboard!

Landscape & Masonry MaterialsLandscape & Masonry Materials

Homeowners 
& Contractors 

Welcome!
Delivery Delivery 
AvailableAvailable

• Bulk Loam • Mulch • Stone • Compost
 • Garden Fertilizers  • Controls • Repellants 

• Grass Seed • Drainage Pipe • Fire Pits 
• Bluestone • PA Fieldstone • Granite • Flagstone
 • Cobblestone • Palletized Stone • Wood Pellets  
• Chimney Supplies • Concrete & Mason Sand

Concrete & Mortar Products • UniLock Pavers and Walls

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
2677 Broncos Highway, 2677 Broncos Highway, 

Nasonville, RINasonville, RI
((Former Roots & Shoots)Former Roots & Shoots)
401-769-4286401-769-4286

Monday - Friday 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am - 12pm
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~Over 36 Years Experience~
Residential & Commercial

From a hole in your roof...to a whole new roof!
508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278

www.NoreasterRoofing.com
UXBRIDGE, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907    HIC#160483

Our Roofs will weather the storm!

ROOFING • VINYL SIDING • WINDOWS
CHIMNEY REPAIRS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Thank You for making us your #1 choice.
Deal directly with the owner Rob Chaille. No outside salesman!

INSTALLATIONS STARTING AT $1495!!!
LOWEST PRICES AND BEST WORK IN THE VALLEY!

CAPRON IRRIGATIONCAPRON IRRIGATION
Peter Frabotta, IIIPeter Frabotta, III
46 Capron St., Uxbridge, MA 0156946 Capron St., Uxbridge, MA 01569
Office 508 779-0395 • Cell 603 860-9872Office 508 779-0395 • Cell 603 860-9872
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATEDVETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

AFFORDABLE IRRIGATION FOR EVERY HOMEAFFORDABLE IRRIGATION FOR EVERY HOME

SPRING TURN-ONS $49.95!!!SPRING TURN-ONS $49.95!!!

CHARRON

Tree Service
BELLINGHAM, MA

508-883-8823
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
• Tree Removal
• Pruning/Trimming 
• Storm Damage 
• Land Clearing 
• Stump Grinding

CharronTreeService.com
KEVIN LEMIRE, OWNER
All employees are covered under Workers’ Comp Ins.

Quality Timely Service!

CALL NOW TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT

SALE

*

*Sale does not include shutters or Lutron products

Transportation talk at SSE: 
Canals, trains and trolleys
Boston businessmen were more 

than a little perturbed in 
1828 Twhen the newly built 

Blackstone Canal gave Worcester 
merchants direct access to Provi-
dence and the sea for transporting 
freight. At the time, raw materials 
and finished goods were moved 
most efficiently via water routes.

But just two decades later, the 
first train carrying freight and pas-
sengers between Providence and 
Worcester made the Blackstone 
Canal obsolete, and it was closed. 
The train had turned a two-day 
journey into a two-hour trip and 
didn’t freeze in winter.

Trains were followed by trolleys 
for local transportation, though 
trolleys disappeared too with the 
advent of cars and better roads.

Historian Ken Ethier will talk 
about early transportation in 
Worcester County on Saturday, 
May 20th at 11:00 a.m. at the Sam-
uel Slater Experience in Webster.

The event is free register at 
Eventbrite.com.

Ethier is the Auburn town histo-
rian, board member of the Auburn 
Historical Museum, member of the 
Auburn Historical Commission, 

board member and past president 
of the Auburn Historical Society, 
board member of Waters Farm in 
Sutton, the Straw Hollow Engine & 
Tractor Club, and a member of the 
Central Mass Gas & Steam Engine 
Club. He is also a volunteer at 
Samuel Slater Experience.

Samuel Slater Experience 
opened last year to tell the story of 
Samuel Slater, the beginnings of the 
American Industrial Revolution, 
and Slater’s impact on mill towns 
such as Webster. Described as 
“Disney-like,” Samuel Slater Expe-
rience employs state-of-the-art 4-D 
digital technology with immersive 
video and interactive exhibits to 
recreate two time periods: the early 
1800s and the early 1900s.

Samuel Slater Experience is lo-
cated in the former National Guard 
Armory at 31 Ray Street, Webster, 
and open to the public year-round. 
For more information and tickets 
visit samuelslaterexperience.org.
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GREGORY’SGREGORY’S

303 Main Street, Douglas, MA303 Main Street, Douglas, MA
508-476-2552508-476-2552

restaurant &&  pizzaria ONLY
Location is 

Douglas, MA

  ORDER ONLINE 
at www.gregorys-restaurant.com 

or you could use Gregory’s restaurant app

OPENOPEN
FOR FOR 
THETHE

SEASONSEASON
8Over 30 Flavors of Ice Cream          
8Homemade Whipped Cream
8Real Milk Chocolate Sprinkles        
8Black Raspberry and Maple Soft Serve

Cruise Nights
 every Wednesday 5-8pm

 starting May 3 thru  September
278 North Main Street, 

Uxbridge, MA
(508) 526-3033

Check us out on

Closed on Mondays

New England New England 
Steak & Seafood RestaurantSteak & Seafood Restaurant

Make Your Mother’s Day 
Reservations NOW!
9 SEATING TIMES AVAILABLE

 12:00 noon 2:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
 12:30 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 5:30p.m.
 1:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.

Route 16, Mendon
508-473-5079 | 508-478-0871
www.nesteakandseafood.com

•Sushi Bar  
•Full Bar 
•Lounge

Gift Certificates Available

Japanese Hibachi Steakhouse
900 Victory Hwy., Suite 3, North Smithfield, RI
401-597-0885 • www.yamafujiri.com

SEASONAL
DRINK SPECIALS!

 
With this coupon. Not valid with any other offers. 

One coupon, per purchase. Excludes tax. 
Exp. 5/31/2023

Yama Fuji - No. Smithfield

$1000 OFF
Open 

Tues.-Sun.
Noon to 
9 p.m.

With purchase 
of $65 

or more with 
this coupon. 

Back at the one-and-only Carl’s, in Oxford

BY ROD LEE

Some businesses don’t change 
much, over the years, and 
shouldn’t. They are familiar. 

Old favorites.
Carl’s on Main Street in Oxford 

Center is just such a place.
From a parking spot in front 

of the diner on a recent Thursday 
morning, it didn’t even look as if 
the lights were on inside.

Entry from the side, either side, 
is by way of a sliding door that has 
stood the test of time.

There was only one person at the 
counter at 8:30 a.m. Soon, however, 
more people began trickling in.

The décor is the same as it has 
been for quite a while. The menu 
that is posted just below the ceiling 
is handwritten. The stools are black 
leather. One was missing a seat. 
A sunflower was sticking out of 
the post that would have held the 
seat. Signage is of a jocular nature. 
“Danger Men Working.” “No 
Whining.” A mannequin occupies 
spot in the middle of the floor. 

Joey Patrock, who works for 
the Patrick automotive dealership, 
showed up at 8:45 for a prear-
ranged breakfast. He had issued a 
forewarning via text message the 
evening before: “Don’t judge me. I 
love bacon!”

The reply was, “Carl’s is the right 

place for that.”
Joey was told of a visit to Carl’s 

with two brother-in-law’s years 
ago, how impressed they were with 
the portions that they received.

“We don’t get that back in New 
York State,” they said.

The conversation quickly turned 
to fishing, a pastime that Joey 
enjoys.

“I feed the bass at the pond at 
my mom’s house hot dogs,” he said.

“They love them!”
“Really? Raw?”
“Yes.
“My mother said to me ‘they’re 

not getting Kayem anymore. 
They’ll get Market Basket hot 
dogs!’”

After that it was the Celtics 
and how they had blown Game 5 
against the Atlanta Hawks at TD 
Garden twelve hours or so ear-
lier; agreement that Jason Tatum 
deserves some of the criticism 
that comes his way for occasional 
sloppy ball-handling and passing—
even though he is a great offensive 
threat.

Joey ordered eggs, bacon, home 
fries and toast. With a chocolate 
milk. I ordered pancakes and 
bacon. With coffee. Carl’s threw in 
home fries as an extra for me.

“This is breakfast, lunch and 

dinner,” I joked, straining to finish 
what had been put in front of me 
on separate plates.

Goodbyes were exchanged.
“We’ll do this again,” we said.
A month, a year from now, Carl’s 

will look and feel no different.

It’s about the food.
Lots of it.

Contact Rod Lee at rodlee.1963@
gmail.com or 774-232-2999.

The counter at Carl’s in Oxford on a weekday morning, just before the breakfast rush began in 
earnest.
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Happenings!

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 18 

The Indian Ranch Box O�  ce is open Saturday, 10AM - 3PM. Tickets are also available by phone: 1-800-514-ETIX (3849). All events are rain or shine. No refunds. For ticketing and group sales, contact tickets@indianranch.com or call 508.943.3871. For information on 
private events, banquets and renting the Indian Princess Paddlewheel Boat, contact banquets@samuelslaters.com. Indian Ranch is less than an hour’s drive from Boston, Providence, Hartford and Springfi eld. Indian Ranch is located at 200 Gore Road in Webster, MA

For complete schedule and tickets, visit 
www.IndianRanch.com

INDIAN RANCH • 200 GORE ROAD • WEBSTER, MA

JULY 1 • 1PM

JULY 29 • 1PM

AUGUST 18 • 7PM

JULY 9 • 1PM

JULY 30 • 1PM

AUGUST 19 • 12PM

JULY 15 • 1PM

AUGUST 4 • 7PM

SEPTEMBER 2 • 1PM

JULY 22 • 1PM

AUGUST 6 • 1PM

SEPTEMBER 9 • 12PM

JULY 23 • 1PM JULY 27 • 7PM

AUGUST 12 • 1PM

SEPTEMBER 24 • 12PM

AUGUST 13 • 1PM

JUNE 3 • 1PM AUGUST 25 • 7PM
JUNE 10 • 7PM

JUNE 11 • 1PM JUNE 17 • 1PM

OCTOBER 1 • 1PM
SEPTEMBER 30 • 1PMSOLD OUT!

The Four Horsemen
METALLICA tribute band

Shot of Poison Poison tribute band

THE PRIEST JUDAS PRIEST Tribute Band

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
GUNS ‘n ROSES TRIBUTE BAND

Ozzmosis OZZY Tribute Band

BEST OF FOO  FOO FIGHTERS TRIBUTE BAND

BEST  SHOT  PAT BENATAR TRIBUTE BAND

SPEEDWAGON   REO SPEEDWAGON TRIBUTE BAND

HEARTLESS  HEART TRIBUTE BAND

LOVESEXY PRINCE TRIBUTE BAND

Lake Tours and Specialty CruisesSpecialty Cruises

TICKETS & RESERVATIONS AT
WWW.SAMUELSLATERS.COM

OVERLOOKING WEBSTER LAKE •  200 GORE ROAD, WEBSTER, MA

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE / JUNE 1 / 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR / JUNE 3 / 10AM

SUNSET TOUR / June 9 / 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR / JUNE 10 / 4PM
LAKE TOUR / JUNE 11 / 10AM

SUNSET TOUR / June 16 / 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR / JUNE 17 / 10AM

100 FM THE PIKE DISCO DANCE PARTY
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS / JUNE 24 / 6:30PM

SUNSET TOUR / June 30 / 7:30PM
LAKE TOUR / JULY 1 / 10AM

MARGARITAVILLE CRUISE / JULY 6 / 6:30PM
LAKE TOUR / JULY 9 / 10AM
LAKE TOUR / JULY 15 / 10AM

100 FM THE PIKE BOAT SCOOTIN BOOGIE CRUISE
HOSTED BY CHUCK PERKS / JULY 15 / 6:30PM

LAKE TOUR / JULY 22 / 10AM
LAKE TOUR / JULY 23 / 10AM

FOR FULL CRUISE SCHEDULE AND TICKETS VISIT
WWW.INDIANRANCH.COM/CRUISES

MAY 14: MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
10AM-3PM

MAY 20: COMEDY NIGHT FT. PAUL D’ANGELO
AND GUEST JEFF KOEN HOSTED BY JACKIE FLYNN

DOORS 6:30PM / SHOW 7:30PM

JUN 22: COMEDY NIGHT WITH JIMMY CASH, 
STEVE BJORK, & EMILY RUSKOWSKI

DOORS 6:30PM / SHOW 7:30PM

JUL 20: COMEDY NIGHT WITH CHRISTINE 
HURLEY, DAN CROHN, & DAN MILLER

DOORS 6:30PM / SHOW 7:30PM

AUG 24: COMEDY NIGHT WITH PAUL NARDIZZI, 
WILL NOONAN, & ANDREW DELLA VOLPE

DOORS 6:30PM / SHOW 7:30PM

SEP 2: SHADES OF HUNKS
DOORS 7PM / SHOW 8PM

NOTE: Community bulletin board-type 
items are welcome for inclusion in the 
Happenings! section of the Xpress news-
papers. Please allow enough lead time for 
publication. Email your calendar or event 
notice to rodlee.1963@gmail.com.

THROUGH MAY 31
• Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 E. Main St., Web-
ster, presents “The Sea of Art is Endless,” a 
group show featuring Bartlett High School 
student artwork in various media including 
digital, 3-D and prints of original work. 
Every new generation of art supplies the art 
world with a seemingly endless amount of 
creative ideas and new perspectives.

SATURDAY, MAY 13
• The Second Annual Pout Pond Fishing 
Derby, a free event, will be held from 8:00 
to 11:00 a.m. at Pout Pond, 70 W. River 
Road, Uxbridge. All anglers are welcome. 
Awards in age categories 3-7, 8-12 and 13-
17 will be presented for the heaviest fish, 
longest fish, and most fish caught. All par-
ticipants must be pre-registered starting at 
7:00 a.m., and by 9:00 a.m. Bring your own 

fishing equipment and bait. Contact Justin 
from the Pout Pond Recreation Committee 
at 508-250-8760 for further details.
• The Northbridge Historical Commission in 
partnership with the Northbridge Histori-
cal Society and will funding provided by 
a grant from the Northbridge Cultural 
Council hosts its popular Trolley Tours with 
three times offered: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. 
or 1:00 p.m. Space is limited. The tours 
begin at the 1770 Fletcher House, 1 Main 

St., former home of James Fletcher and 
now the home of the Northbridge Historical 
Society. Northbridge Historian and Teacher 
Ken Warchol will serve as guide for this 
two-hour tour of Northbridge Center and 
the Historic District of Whitinsville. The tour 
will take participants back to 1772, when 
Northbridge received its town charter. 
Information will be provided about the vital 
role Northbridge played in the Industrial 
Revolution with establishment of the Whi-
tin Machine Works as the most prominent 
textile machine shop in the world by the 
end of the 1920s. There is no charge for 
the tour. Registrations are required. Maps 
of the walking district are available for $5, 
and donations are accepted. To register and 
for more information contact Ken Warch at 
508-680-3440 or email kenwarchol2@msn.
cm. Leave complete contact info including 
full name, contact number and email and 
preferred time and the number of seats 
requested.
• The General Ebenezer Learned Daughters 
of the American Revolution (DAR) Chapter 
of Oxford will present “A Button String 

and Charm Story” featuring local historian 
and renowned storyteller Bob Moffatt in 
the Community Room of the Oxford Police 
Department, 365 Main St., at 1:00 p.m. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Donations to the Oxford Food Bank would 
be appreciated.
• An Open Mic Poetry Share will be held 
at Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 E. Main St., 
Webster, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Join in for 
this monthly round-robin style event; bring 
original pieces to share. Sign up to reserve 
your spot by calling 508-949-6232 or email 
deb@bookloversgourmet.com.
• The Northbridge Fire Department will host 
its annual Spaghetti Supper with dine-in 
and pick-up options available between 4:00 
and 8:00 p.m. at current NFD headquarters, 
193 Main St., Whitinsville. Homemade 

meatballs, spaghetti, salad, bread and 
dessert will be served. All proceeds go 
towards the Northbridge fireworks display 
to be held on July 15th, organized by the 
NFD. Contact eventsNFD@gmail.com for 
further info.
• Take a Hike for Hope & Wellness, spon-
sored by the Blackstone Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., Riverbend 
Farms DCR, 287 Oak St., Uxbridge. www.
blackstonevalley.org.
• A Visioning Workshop for the Whitin Pond 
Dam will be held at 5:30 p.m. at the Ux-
bridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St.. After 
a brief discussion participants will walk to 
the Whitin Dam for a “walk-shop.” Then on 
Thursday, May 18 at 5:30 p.m., also at the 
Progressive Club there will be a follow-up 
presentation led by Fuss & O’Neill.

• The Grass Roots Coffeehouse’s Spring 
Concert featuring the band Blackstone Val-
ley Bluegrass will be held at the Rockdale 
Congregational Church, 42 Fowler Road, 
Northbridge. Admission is $15; $5 for 
students under 18. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. 
and the show begins at 7:30 p.m. Proceeds 
benefit the Rockdale Congregational 
Church. The band is beginning its 26th 
season. Members include original guitarist 
Bob Dick, Mandolinist Tim St. Jean, Peter 
Tillotson on bass and Pete Fein on banjo. Go 
to www.rockdalechurchonline.org, email 
aplandbob@aol.com or call 617-429-0347 
for more information.

Classic & Gourmet  Pizzas   Paninis

Piadinas   Salads    Gluten Free

27-C Galaxy Pass, Sutton • (508) 917-8182
Open: Tues.-Fri. 11:30-9:30; Sat. 4-9:30; Sun. 11:30-9

Online 
ordering

$500
OFF

ANY PIZZA
ORDER

Exp. 5/31/23
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MONDAY, MAY 15
• “Social Security: Your Questions Answered,” 
featuring Dennis Antonopoulos, a financial 
advisor with Edward Jones in Auburn, 
will be offered at the Brookdale Eddy 
Pond West, 669 Washington St., Auburn. 

Registration is at 5:45 p.m. and the seminar 
begins at 6:00 p.m. Such questions as “how 
does Social Security fit into my retirement 
income plan,” “when should I start taking 
benefits” and “what about taxes” will be 
addressed. Social Security will likely be the 

foundation of your retirement income. Be-
fore you retire, it’s important to understand 
your options and the effect your decisions 
will have on your retirement. To register, 
call Karen Rieser at 508-832-5385 or email 
Karen.rieser@edwardjones.com.

MAY 15-17
• Douglas’s Silver Club is sponsoring a 
three-day trip to Maine (Portland and Ken-
nebunkport) that includes guided tours of 
both places, a tour of the Victoria Mansion, 
a visit to the Seashore Trolley Museum 
with a trolley ride, two nights lodging, two 
breakfasts and two dinners (one of them 
lobster) as well as some free time for shop-
ping. Cost is $399 per person. Call Sue at 
508-476-5820 for further details.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
• A guest speaker from the DA’s office will 
discuss creating a safe environment for 
seniors at Plummer Place (the North-
bridge Senior Center), 20 Highland St., 
Whitisnville, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Light 
refreshments will be served. Sign up in the 
main office.

THURSDAY, MAY 18
• The Auburn Historical Society & Museum 
will host Author Elena Palladino and the 
“Lost Towns of the Swift River Valley,” 
drowned by the Quabbin, at 6:30 p.m.. The 
program will be presented at the Auburn 
Sportsmen Club, 50 Elm St., Auburn. 
Contact auburnmuseum@verizon.net or call 
508-832-6856.

FRIDAY, MAY 19
• Enjoy the music of the New Leaves Duo, 
playing Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen, John 
Denver, Neil Diamond and more at Plum-
mer Place (the Northbridge Senior Center), 
20 Highland St., Whitinsville, 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. Light refreshments will be served. Sign 
up at the office.

SATURDAY, MAY 20
• Yard Sale, 46 Glen Drive, Whitinsville, 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Host family recently 
downsized. Ping pong table, weight ma-
chine, poker table, full-length standing 
mirror and many other household items.
• The Dudley Grange is participating in the 
Dudley Agricultural Commission’s second 
annual “Dudley Grows Together” Plant Hop 
from 9:00 a.m. to  noon. The Grange will be 
offering a variety of vegetable, herbs and 
some “uncommon” house plants for sale. 
There will also be Strawberry Shortcake 
tickets available for sale for the Grange’s an-
nual Strawberry Festival to be held on June 
15th on Dudley Hill at 139 Center Road.
• Historian Ken Ethier will talk about 
early transportation in Worcester County 
in a special appearance at the Samuel 
Slater Experience, 31 Ray St., Webster, at 
11:00 a.m. Mr. Ethier is the Auburn town 
historian, board member of the Auburn 
Historical Museum, member of the Auburn 

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 19 

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 17

Douglas orcharD & FarmDouglas orcharD & Farm

Food Available Food Available 
from THE BARRE from THE BARRE 

PATCH which PATCH which 
serves serves 

BBQ & More.BBQ & More.  
Bring your own Bring your own 
chairs/blankets chairs/blankets 

and picnic baskets and picnic baskets 
if you wish.if you wish.

2023 Summer Concert Series2023 Summer Concert Series
Saturday Nights 5:30pm-8:00pmSaturday Nights 5:30pm-8:00pm

SEASON PASS AVAILABLE $90 (For more info. see website or call (508) 476-2198SEASON PASS AVAILABLE $90 (For more info. see website or call (508) 476-2198    
$15 Cash Only at the door per person. Kids 15 and under are free (no reservations needed)$15 Cash Only at the door per person. Kids 15 and under are free (no reservations needed)

Saturday, June 10th

Elvis Tribute Band

Saturday, June 24th

Rock n’ RollRock n’ Roll

Saturday, June 17th Saturday, July 8th

Saturday, July 15th

Beatles 
tribute BandA Led Zeppelin Tribute Band

6 Saturday, July 22nd Saturday, July 29th Saturday, August 5th Saturday, August 12th

A Santana Tribute BandTom Petty Tribute Band
36 Locust Street, Douglas, MA  • douglasorchardandfarm.com36 Locust Street, Douglas, MA  • douglasorchardandfarm.com
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UPCOMING DATES: SAT, JULY 8 & FRI, AUG 11 

OPEN MIC NIGHTS
Take Down the Wall Presents:

Saturday, June 10, 2023
Doors open @ 6pm
Singh Performance Center, 
60 Douglas Rd, Whitinsville, MA

This month's theme: Melodies in Bloom

Hosted by Open Sky's Community Membership Department

Questions?
Contact Star.McConnell@openskycs.org
or visit openskycs.org/openmic

SHARE YOUR TALENT
IN AN INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY THAT WELCOMES ALL ABILITIES

Featured Artist: TBD

Learn and collaborate with other musicians!

Retractable & Stationary Awnings
Boat & Truck Covers and 

Related Products

508-765-5921
www.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.comwww.EconomyCanvasAndAwning.com

• Full Awning Service - 
Installation, Removal & Cleaning

• Manufacture & 
Repair All Canvas Products

Pool Cover 
Repairs

Over 34 years of service 
in the community

115 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA

Economy Canvas & Awning Co.Economy Canvas & Awning Co.

Amusements, Rides and Games
May 18 - 21

Thurs. - Fri: 6 pm - 10 pm
Sat.: 12 pm - 10 pm; Sun: 12 pm - 6 pm

Next to the Town Common, Rte. 12 • Oxford, MA

OXFORD SPRING

Historical Commission, board member and 
past president of the Auburn Historical 
Society, board member of Waters Farm in 
Sutton, the Straw Hollow Engine & Tractor 
Club, and a member of the Central Mass Gas 
& Steam Engine Club. He is also a volunteer 
at Samuel Slater Experience. www.samu-
elslaterexperience.org.

• Dove award-winning artist Jason Gray 
along with Dave Pettigrew will offer an 
evening of worship, stories and songs at 
7:00 p.m. at Valley Chapel, 14 Hunter Road, 
Uxbridge.

MAY 20, JUNE 10 & 24
• Booklovers’ Gourmet, 72 E. Main St., hosts 
Arteria’s Arts Journal Making Course from 
12:30 to 2:00 p.m. Learn how to make a 
small journal from scratch in three lessons. 

Cost is $60 and includes all materials to 
bind, stitch and create your own journal. 
Call 508-949-6232 or stop in the store to 
register.

SUNDAY, MAY 21
• The New England Country Music Club 
hosts the Farmhands Band for entertain-
ment and dancing at the Progressive Club, 
18 Whitin St., Uxbridge. Doors open at 
12:15 p.m. with live music from 1:00 to 5:00 
p.m. www.facebook.com/NECountryMusic-
Club.

TUESDAY, MAY 23	
• The Douglas Historical Society welcomes 
Janice McIntyre from the Jenny Baby’s Doll 
Hospital back to the E.N. Jenckes Store 
Museum for a presentation on doll repair 
and restoration.

THURSDAY, MAY 25
• A Music Therapy Program featuring live 
dialogue and demonstration from Evy 
Amato will be held at Plummer Place (the 
Northbridge Senior Center), 20 Highland 
St., Whitinsville, from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
Light refreshments will be served. Sign up 
in the main office.

MAY 27-28
• World War II Tank Demonstration Weekend 
takes place at the American Heritage 
Museum, 568 Main St., Hudson, featuring 
the M4 Sherman, the M24 Chaffee, the M5 
Stuart, the M18 Hellcat, the M26 Pershing 
and the first-ever event for the AHM’s new 
M35 Jackson Tank Destroyer. Times are 9:00 
a.m. on Saturday and 5:00 p.m. on Sunday. 
www.americanheritagemuseum.org or call 
978-562-9182 for further details.

MAY 27-29
• Discover how New England farmers used 
the wool from their sheep in the 1830s 
at Old Sturbridge Village’s annual Wool 
Days. Farmers will give their sheep their 
annual “haircut” while costumed historians 

demonstrate the entire wool textile process, 
from scouring and carding the wool to 
dyeing, spinning and then knitting the dyed 
yarn.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2
• The new Dull Men’s Club at Plummer 
Place (the Northbridge Senior Center), 20 
Highland St., Whitinsville, meets from 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. Coffee and donuts. Contact 
Amy Cowen to sign up.

SATURDAY, JUNE 3
• St. Peter’s Parish, 39 Church Ave., 
Northbridge, is hosting a Yard Sale and 
Vendor Fair from 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Rain date is Saturday, June 10th. Volunteers 
will be available to pick up donated items. 
Vendors are welcome. Vendor tables may be 
secured for $40. Call 508-234-2156 or email 
parishoffice@stpeterrockdale.org for more 
information.
• Valley Chapel in Uxbridge will host the 

Iron Sharpens Iron National Men’s Confer-
ence from 8:30 a.m. to 12:55 p.m. This is a 
half-day Equipping Conference with semi-
nars specific to men of all ages and walks of 
life. For more information or to register go 
to https://ironsharpensiron.net/.
• “A History of Howard Johnson’s: How a 
Massachusetts Soda Fountain Became 
an American Icon,” with historian, author 
and current professor of history at Boston 
University Anthony Sammarco as presenter, 
will be held at Plummer Place (the North-
bridge Senior Center) from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
A Q&A will follow. Light refreshments will 
be served. Sign up in the main office.

SUNDAY, JUNE 4
• The Sutton Preservationist 4H Club will 
host its second annual Coffee with Cows 
event on the Sutton Town Common. Last 
year the club reached out to other nonprofit 
organizations including the Lions Club, the 
Green Bean Project, the Congregational 

Church, the Historical Society and the Cul-
tural Council to join in staging this event.

TUESDAY, JUNE 6
• Join the Blackstone Valley Chamber of 
Commerce’s Food, Beverage and Hospitality 
Network for a Business After Hours net-

working event hosted by Rushford & Sons 
Brewhouse, 8 Grove St., Upton, 5:30-7:30 
p.m. www.blackstonevalley.org/events.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7
• Come experience the refined folk music 
for modern times with Mark Mandeville 
and Rainne Richards at Plummer Place (the 
Northbridge Senior Center), 20 Highland 
St., Whitinsville, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Sign up 

Lillian Burnat and her husband Mike take 
a turn around the dance floor at a recent 
gathering of the New England Country 
Music Club at the Progressive Club on Whitin 
St. in Uxbridge. See Happenings listings 
for upcoming dates, a fun way to spend a 
Sunday afternoon.

BOGO SALE

MickeysCarWash.com

Buy Exterior Detail, Get Interior Detail FREE
Of equal value. Must book on same day. Valid thru 7/31/23

16 Galaxy Place, Sutton, MA
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13 Cook Street, 
E. Douglas, MA

508-476-2278

FUEL OIL - PROPANE - KEROSENE
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION 

Serving: WHITINSVILLE, UXBRIDGE, DOUGLAS, SUTTON, MILLVILLE, MENDON, UPTON, 
MILLBURY, WEBSTER, GRAFTON, OXFORD, DUDLEY, HOPEDALE 

Heating - Air Conditioning • 24 Hour Burner Service

www.SochiasOil.com

DAN KASANOVICH HAULING & RECOVERY LLC
NORTHBRIDGE, MA

Liberate Your Property

• BRUSH CUTTING
• PROPERTY CLEARING 
• TRAIL GROOMING
• STUMP GRINDING

REMOVAL OF BRUSH, BRIARS, BRAMBLES, VINES, 
UNWANTED SAPLINGS, DEAD TREES, LOGS, STUMPS, 

OVERGROWN WEEDS & GRASS!

• FIELD MOWING
• MATERIAL HAULING
• EQUIPMENT TRANSPORT
• GRAVEL/MULCH DELIVERY

CALL / TEXT: 774-280-1691 OR VISIT US AT 
WWW.DKHAUL.COM
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EVERY 3RD WEDNESDAY
MONTHLY COIN SHOW

May 17, 2023May 17, 2023
3-8 p.m. 

COIN SHOW

    FREE APPRAISALS - BRING YOUR COINS
Dealers selling & buying U.S. and Foreign Coins, Currency, Gold, 

Silver, Tokens, Medals & Other Collectibles.
At VFW Post 1385, 16 Cross Rd., Uxbridge, MA 01569At VFW Post 1385, 16 Cross Rd., Uxbridge, MA 01569

FREE ADMISSION (door prize) • Contact Mike (774) 280-4333

at the main office.

FRIDAY, JUNE 9
• The Sutton Historical Society will host a 
Brown Bag Picnic Reunion on the Sutton 
Town Common in commemoration of the 
200th anniversary of the construction of the 

General Rufus Putnam Museum building at 
4 Uxbridge Road. This Picnic Reunion is for 
anyone who attended school in the building 
during its time as both an elementary and 
a high school. For more information or to 
share memories about the many uses to 
which the building has been put, including 
as a Masonic Hall, a DAR facility, a public 
school and a library, email Sutton 1704@
gmail.com.
• The Millbury Women’s Club will host 

“Under the Tent,” a concert with singing 
sensation Dan the Singing Trooper and his 
wife Mary Colarusso a coloratura soprano 
performing. There will be a cash bar, raffles 
and an evening of “incredibly beautiful and 
inspirational” entertainment. Contact Jane 
Cheetham for tickets at jane.cheetham@
gmail.com. Space is limited.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
• Picnic in the Park, the Whitin Community 

Center’s popular event with food trucks, 
live entertainment, community vendors, a 
doll and pet parade, a dunk tank and more, 
returns to Whitin Park, 60 Main St., Whitins-
ville. Visit www.WhitinCommunityCenter.
com for further details.
• St. Patrick’s Church’s Spring Recycling 
Event will take place at 7 East St., Whitins-
ville, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Profits 
will benefit upcoming YIA service projects. 
Accepting gently used books (no ency-
clopedias), gently used textiles/clothing, 
electronics for a fee (no propane, batteries, 
light bulbs), rinsed bottles/cans returnable 
in MA, paper shredding ($8 a box, 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m. only). Please keep items for each 
station separate.  For more information and 
electronics pricing, call 508-234-5656 or 
email officesupport@mystpatricks.com.
■The Auburn Historical Society & Museum 
will host a Yard Sale, 40 South St., Auburn, 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. No Early Birds please.
■Get The Led Out performs at Indian Ranch, 
200 Gore Road, Webster, 7:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SUNDAY, JUNE 11
• The New England Country Music Club 

hosts the Rustic Country band for entertain-
ment and dancing at the Progressive Club, 
18 Whitin St., Uxbridge. Doors open at 
12:15 p.m. with live music from 1:00 to 5:00 
p.m. www.facebook.com/NECountryMusic-
Club.
• Kip Moore performs at Indian Ranch, 
200 Gore Road, Webster, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

MONDAY, JUNE 12
• Blackstone Valley Tech’s 24th annual golf 
tournament will be held at Highfields Golf 
& Country Club, 42 Magill Drive, Grafton will 
proceeds benefitting the school’s Education 
Foundation and Athletic Department 
activities and programs. Registration is 
$150 for individuals and $125 per person 
for a foursome and includes 18 holes on the 
championship course, golf cart and a buffet 
dinner. There will be a silent auction and 
raffles. To register, support the event as a 
sponsor or donate a raffle item, visit www.
valleytech.k12.ma.us/golftournament.

HAPPENINGS!
continued on page 21 

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 19

Author Tom Ingrassia reads from his book “One Door Closes: Overcoming Adversity by Follow-
ing Your Dreams” on April 29th at Booklovers’ Gourmet on Main St. in Webster in celebration 
of the 10th anniversary of Independent Bookstore Day.
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 Getting back to your active life is your goal and ours too. 
The Lydia Taft House is professionally staffed and equipped to 
provide you with Exceptional Medical & Rehabilitation Therapy  

 between Hospital & Home. 

 

www.rehabassociates.com/lydiataft 

 Lydia Taft House  

Exceptional   Short-Term Rehab     Long Term Care 

60 Quaker Hwy (Rt 146 A)  Uxbridge, MA  

(508)278-9500 

Medicare/Medicaid  
        Certified 

Spring is here! It’s going to get messy.

Molly Maid of Southeast Worcester County
Visit us at MollyMaid.com to learn more.
or call 508-573-9999

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14
• Lifelong Whitinsville resident and 
Telegram & Gazette writer Bill Ballou will 
present a history of the Whitin family at 
Plummer Place (the Northbridge Senior 
Center) from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. Sign up in 
the main office.

THURSDAY, JUNE 15
■The Dudley Grange’s annual Straw-
berry Festival will be held on the Grange’s 
grounds on Dudley Hill at 139 Center Road.
■The New Sound Assembly Barbershop 
Chorus will perform at Plummer Place (the 
Northbridge Senior Center) from 1:00 to 
2:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be served. 
Sign up in the main office.

SATURDAY, JUNE 17
• The Sutton Historical Society will host its 
Annual Town-Wide Yard Sale from 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. Participant registration forms 
can be found at sutton-historicalsoceityinc.
org. Cost to take part is $10. New this year 
is the option to pay via UNIPAY. The Society 
accepts yard sale donations; please not 
items such as TVs, computers, monitors, 
upholstered furniture or clothes. Contact 
sutton1704@gmail.com to donate.

THURSDAY, JUNE 22
• “What’s Up Doc,” a women’s health forum, 
will be held from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at Plum-

mer Place (the Northbridge Senior Center), 
20 Highland St., Whitinsville. This workshop 
will feature an open discussion with a panel 
including a female psychologist, a female 
psychiatrist “and our very own Dr. Maggie,” 
a family medicine provider. Bring your 
questions, drop them off at the Center or 
email Amy at acowen@northbridgemass.
org. Refreshments will be served. Sign up in 
the main office.

SUNDAY, JUNE 25
• The New England Country Music Club 
hosts the Rhode Island Rednecks for enter-
tainment and dancing at the Progressive 
Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge. Doors open 
at 12:15 p.m. with live music from 1:00 to 
5:00 p.m. www.facebook.com/NECountry-
MusicClub.

THURSDAY, JUNE 29
• Dan Fontaine, an Elvis tribute artist, will 
return to Plummer Place (the Northbridge 
Senior Center), 20 Highland St., Whitins-
ville, for a performance from 12:00 noon 
to 1:30 p.m. Lunch is a Memphis-themed 
barbecue. Tickets are $10 each with a limit 
of two tickets per person.

SATURDAY, JULY 1
• Chase Rice performs at Indian Ranch, 
200 Gore Road, Webster, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SUNDAY, JULY 9
• Rumours: The Ultimate Fleetwood Mac 

Tribute Show, takes the stage at Indian 
Ranch, 200 Gore Road, 1:00 p.m. www.
indianranch.com.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
• The 2nd Annual Parking Lot Craft Fair 
sponsored by the Auburn Historical Society 
& Museum will be held at 41 South St., 
Auburn, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., rain or 
shine. Vendors are welcome. Contact Helen 
at auburnmuseum@verizon.net to reserve a 

space for $15.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
• The Sutton Historical Society welcomes 
Andrew Noone, author of “Bathsheba 
Spooner: A Revolutionary Murder Con-
spiracy,” at the First Congregational Church, 
307 Boston Road, Sutton, at 7:00 p.m. Go 
to www.suttonhistoricalsociety.org for 
further info.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
• The Sutton Historical Society welcomes 
Mark Savois of the Thompson Historical 
Society for the presentation “The Mass 
15th of the Civil War and Wilder Holbrook, 
Sutton,” at the First Congregational Church, 
307 Boston Road, at 7:00 p.m. Go to www.
suttonhistoricalsociety.org for further info.

HAPPENINGS!
continued from page 20

Luminescencepasthemirror@proton.me

•Psychic Readings •Psychic Readings 
•Intuitive Tarot •Intuitive Tarot 
• Photo Scan• Photo Scan

Available in 30, 45 & 60 Available in 30, 45 & 60 
minute phone sessionsminute phone sessions
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LIVING WITH LUKE � amyleclaire@hotmail.com

LUKE
continued on page 23 

• Grooming
• Daycare
• Boarding

by Kelly Hauk

www.barknbubblesmillbury.com

154 Riverlin St.
Millbury, Ma. 01527
508-865-8155

BEST OF CENTRAL MASS
Best Pet Groomer 2016 & 2017

SM 

Preventative Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, In-House Laboratory, Digital 
Radiography, Acupuncture, Chiropractic and Laser Therapy for Dogs and Cats.

Ultrasound & Surgical Specialists Available for Consultation.
Specialty Services available as well as night and weekend appointments.

Suddenly, Luke Valentino is showing an 
aggressive side 

BY AMY PALUMBO-LECLAIRE

I grew up in the seventies, at a 
time when dogs got into dog 
fights. That was the way it was 

back then. We didn’t talk about 
latest research, or things like un-
neutered pets, food aggression and 
male dominance. My dog, Max, 
a free-spirited mongrel said to be 
part Rhodesian, would taunt our 
next-door neighbor’s dog Lido, 
an eternal barker with a scruffy 
beard and venomous teeth. Lido 
used to body-slam the front door 
when I delivered the newspaper 
to his house. He appeared tall and 
awkward, an oversized Jack Rus-
sell that would have been cute—if 
only he was seven times smaller. 

“Sorry you’re on a leash, Lido. I 
won’t be long.” Max adored Lido’s 
yard. He would trot over and sniff 
overturned flowerpots while Lido 
stretched to the furthest point 

possible to reach a wanted dog.
Until the unlucky day came. 

Lido broke free.
“He’s going to kill him!” I 

watched Max rumble with the 
beast, not knowing that my small 
mongrel would take it like a 
champ. He limped home with one 
eye shut, and sipped water from 
an outside puddle. Then he lied 
down, placed a defeated head over 
his paws, and shook off the fight. 
“Win some, lose some.” Sigh.  

Max was my favorite. He died 
tragically after being struck by the 
last car he would ever chase on 
Rockland Road, Auburn. He was 
only seven and died in my father’s 
arms, right in front of my house. I 
went to school the next day feeling 
nauseous.

Fast forward forty-five years. I 
might be old, but I’m still a Dog 
Person. Luke is my third male 
Golden, and the oldest to remain 
unneutered. His handsome looks 
qualify him to be a stud, informal-
ly speaking. But imagine if Luke 
could be an actual Stud? Imagine 

if we could watch him grow old 
with a chunky Leo or Lila, one of 
his very own pups? The vision, 
along with sound research that a 
“later neuter” is considered better 
for your male, has kept me from 
scheduling the surgery. Conse-
quently, Luke is fifteen months 

going on fifteen. Pardon the smack 
talk, but he’s grown a set of balls.

“Luke!!”
As though defending me from a 

pack of hyenas, he shows his teeth 
and snaps in the face of certain 
males. His sudden aggression has 

taken me by surprise. A bulldog 
named Jackson faced his wrath 
recently. Stocky and patient, the 
bulldog sat at the threshold of a 
dog-friendly bar in Millbury. By 
virtue of his pedigree, he wore a 
permanent Joker smile while he 
watched Luke walk in.

“What is wrong with your 
face!!! Did you have a fight with a 
frying pan?!” My pup went crazy, 
a big teddy bear with an unruly 
temper. Joker Jax, innocent and 
hated on, looked away. “I’m so 
sorry. My dog hasn’t yet processed 
the face of a bulldog yet.” Seconds 

after the words slipped from my 
mouth, I wanted to take them 
back “Why did I say that? Every-
one knows bulldogs are ugly-cute.” 
I tried again. “Luke has been act-
ing adolescent lately.” 

His adolescent behavior may 
be rearing its big head, but I’ve 
learned that Luke is not alone 
here. Other males have disre-
spected him. They’ve growled in 
his face and picked fights when 
he’s tried to play. I’ve yelled at the 
offenders, using my stern teacher’s 
voice. “You be nice to Luke! He 
was just trying to play!” Never-
theless, dogs will be dogs. And 
male hormones will rage with 
scents we can’t quite understand. 
I can’t help but think that Luke’s 
intact (big?) balls are part of the 
problem. Worse, unlike Lincoln, 
a gentle giant who just wanted to 
play ball, Luke loves to play rough. 
He doesn’t know when to back 
down. He doesn’t know when 
enough is enough. More sadly, he’s 
learning the hard way what Max 
had learned in the hood. “You win 
some, you lose some.” Some males 
just want to be boss.

The German Shepherd we met 
at the dog park was no exception. 
I noticed him casually playing 
with a Frisbee while Luke trot-
ted aside another girl in the play 
group. Upon entering the gate, I 
had been told that the male shep-
herd is “keeping everyone in line.” 
I’ve always appreciated the breed, 
having grown up with four (at 
different life phases). I understand 
them.  A German Shepherd is 
loyal, but often aggressively so and 
they’re not quite as affectionate 
as Goldens. Given Luke’s recent 
track record, who could judge 
on that front?  I wanted to earn 
Kyle’s trust. I spoke kindly to the 
lean shepherd and pet his head. 
More interested in the Frisbee, 
he looked away and did his own 
thing. Before long, Luke wanted 
to make friends. He trotted into 
Kyle’s space. “Hi, I’m Luke Valen-
tino Let’s wrestle!” 

Kyle snarled and snapped back. 
“How dare you ask me to play!! 
I don’t play. I’m the boss of this 
turf.” Luke did not submit, as oth-
er dogs had known to do. “What’s 
your problem?” He growled back 
and showed his teeth. For a split 
second, I thought (and hoped) 
that the two males would come 
to an agreement. “I’m strong. 

Behaving like a gentleman at 
Barnes & Noble

Playtime with Golden pal, Tucker
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REAL ESTATE

LUKE
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BY MARK MARZEOTTI

ADVANTAGE 1

25 Union Street, 4th Floor
Worcester, MA 01608

617-519-1871
MLMarzeotti@gmail.com

www.MarzeottiGroup.com
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43 East Main Street
Webster, MA 01570
Office: 508.943.4333
Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611
Web: hope2own.com
Email: lsullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan
REALTOR®

Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

43 East Main St., Webster
Office: 508.943.4333

Fax: 860.935.5624
Cell: 508.525.0611

Web: hope2own.com
Email: lsullivan@hope2own.com

Laurie Sullivan
REALTOR

Licensed in MA & CT
REAL ESTATE ON THE RISE!

Hours:Hours:
Mon.-Thurs.  6:30am to 6pmMon.-Thurs.  6:30am to 6pm

Fri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pmFri. 9:30am-4pm Closed for lunch 12-1pm
Sat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm onlySat. 8am to noon Sun. 5pm to 6pm only

139 Upton St. (Rt. 140), 
Grafton, Ma 01519

Phone: 508-839-1757       
Fax: 508-839-1736

Lodging ~ Daycare ~ Grooming
Training ~ Pet Supplies

Grafton@GibsonsNaturalPet.com
www.GibsonsNaturalPet.com

Dog and Cat
Grooming & Boarding
Luxury Suites Available

Doggie Daycare
In-Home Services Available

PET HAVEN & Mobile Groom-In-Vans
68 US Route 146, Sutton MA • 508-865-3180

WWW.TLCPETHAVEN.COM
Over 30 years 
in Business 
Denise and 
Bill Jones

The Power of Pre-Approval
If you’re buying a home this 

spring, today’s housing market 
can feel like a challenge. With 

so few homes on the market right 
now, plus higher mortgage rates, 
it’s essential to have a firm grasp 

on your 
home 
buying 
budget. 
You’ll also 
need a 
sense of 
determi-
nation 
to find 
the right 
house 
and act 
quickly 

when you go to put in an offer. 
One thing you can do to help you 
prepare is to get pre-approved.

To understand why it’s such an 
important step, you need to know 
what pre-approval is. As part 
of the process, a lender looks at 

your finances to determine what 
they’d be willing to loan you. From 
there, your lender will give you 
a pre-approval letter to help you 
understand how much money you 
can borrow. Marzeotti Group can 
provide a referral with great lend-
ers. Give us a call today!

Essentially, a pre-approval is an 
indication from your lender that 
they are willing to lend you a cer-
tain amount of money to buy your 
future home.  Keep in mind that 
the loan amount in the pre-ap-
proval letter is typically the lender’s 
maximum offer. Ultimately, you 
should only borrow an amount you 
are comfortable repaying.

Basically, pre-approval gives 
you critical information about the 
home buying process that will help 
you understand how much you 
may be able to borrow so you have 
a better understanding of your 
options. And with higher mortgage 
rates impacting affordability for 
many buyers today, a solid under-

standing of your numbers is even 
more important.

Pre-Approval helps show you’re 
a serious buyer and most times 
is required to even get in to see a 
home for sale.

That’s not the only thing pre-
approval can do. Another added 
benefit is it can help a seller feel 
more confident in your offer be-
cause it shows you’re serious about 
buying their house. And, with sell-
ers seeing a slight increase in the 
number of offers again this spring, 
making a strong offer when you 
find the perfect house is key.

Getting pre-approved is an 
important first step when you’re 
buying a home. It lets you know 
what you can borrow for your loan 
and shows sellers you’re serious. 
Contact The Marzeotti Group or 
with a local Realtor and a trusted 
lender so you have the tools you 
need to purchase a home in today’s 
market.

I’m strong! I like to play. I like to 
play!”  Let’s both be strong and 
play.” Not a chance. A full-fledged 
dog fight ensued within seconds. 
What should have been grum-
bling, rough play took a danger-
ous turn. Despite my experience 
in handling dogs, I felt suddenly 
terrified. The shepherd pinned my 
precious Luke to the ground by 
the neck. “That’s a puppy!!” The 
owner screamed. “Get off him!!” 
My heart pounded.  I stomped my 
foot down and jumped to the res-

cue with a firm command. “OFF!” 
Kyle was oblivious. He held 

his ground and kept a clutched 
mouth on Luke’s neck. I kneeled 
by the dogs’ side and fought to 
pry Kyle’s mouth from Luke’s neck 
in the same way I might extract 
a stolen piece of tissue. I’ve done 
this a thousand times. My love 
for Luke began to overshadow 
any fear. I would not walk out of 
the park with nausea in my gut. 
I would not allow my pup to feel 
pain. While I worked on Kyle’s 
mouth, the owner was able to clip 
him onto a leash and pull him off 
Luke. She was terribly upset and 
apologetic. I sat beside my dog 
and pet his head. I comforted and 
pet him soothingly. 

“You’re okay, Luke. You’re okay. 
Let’s go have some water.”  Luke 
truly was okay. He sat, smiled, 
and panted the way dogs do. 
The moment came and went. 
He would move on because he’s 
a dog, Dogs don’t stay stuck the 
way people do. Still, I hugged 
and babied him some more. “I’m 
so sorry this happened to you.” I 
took him to the pet store to pick 
out a stuffed animal. Max never 
got a second chance. Luke did! I 
left the dog park misty-eyed and 
relieved, knowing that the inci-
dent would mark my last one for a 
very long time. Dogs will be dogs. 
But the cost of losing Luke is too 
great. Besides, his own puppies 
may need him someday. 

Stay tuned for more on Living 
with Luke. 

Find Luke Valentino on Insta-
gram @ livingwithlukevalentino 

Write to me at amyleclaire@
hotmail.com 

**Please note – I have changed 
the name of the German Shepherd 
and did not mention the name of 
the Dog Park in order to protect 
the integrity of both. As dog own-
ers and those advocating for the 
wellness of pets, we are doing our 
best. Sometimes we fall short.

Luke on the lookout
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13 Mendon St., Uxbridge, MA
508-278-5040

Steve Guilliani, Master Barber
HOURS

Closed Sun. & Mon.; Tues.- Fri. 9:30-5; Sat. 7:30-12:30

Touch of Class

Tuesday Tuesday 
is Senior Dayis Senior Day

HAIRCUTSHAIRCUTS

$$1212

& The John Henry Tavern& The John Henry Tavern

42 Magill Dr., Grafton  42 Magill Dr., Grafton  
(508) 839-1945 (508) 839-1945 

www.highfieldsgolfcc.comwww.highfieldsgolfcc.com
Pro Shop is open 7am -6pm Pro Shop is open 7am -6pm 

Monday – SundayMonday – Sunday

The John Henry Tavern The John Henry Tavern 
NOW OPENNOW OPEN
for the seasonfor the season

•Outdoor dining on Patio •Outdoor dining on Patio 
  overlooking 18th Green  overlooking 18th Green
•Wedding & event seating •Wedding & event seating 
  up to 200  up to 200

•18 Hole Championship Golf Course•18 Hole Championship Golf Course
•Summer Jr. Golf Camps - call pro shop•Summer Jr. Golf Camps - call pro shop
•Operation 36  - call pro shop•Operation 36  - call pro shop

  JO
HN THE ROOFER CO.

MA HIC # 111318 MA CSL # 97139

Is There Any Real Competition After Being 
In Business For Over 7 Decades!!??

“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”“Hire the BEST, because you live under that roof!”
•Asphalt - Metal Shingles
•Rubber & TPO
•Standing Seam Metal

TOLL FREE 866-906-ROOF (7663)
www.johntherooferco.com

•Repairs
•Chimney Services
•Free Esimates

Spring Into
Spring 
Deals!

Full Circle
T∙R∙E∙E C∙A∙R∙E

MA & ISA Certified 

Insect and disease diagnosis 
and treatment #16339

Specimen and ornamental 
tree and shrub care

Since 1989

Dwight A. Bristowe
Office:Office: 508-476-3258

Cell: 508-523-9631
www.FullCircleTreeCare.com

Douglas softball team eyes another tournament run
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

The Douglas softball team has 
advanced into the tourna-
ment for the past four seasons 

only to lose in the first round 
of the Division 2 Central Mass 
Tournament in 2018, 2019 and 
2021 (there was no season in 
2020 due to Covid). Last year in 
the Division 5 State Tournament 
the Tigers upset Rockport 10-0 
in the first round before losing to 
number six seed Hoosac Valley 
2-1 in a tough-fought battle in the 
next round. This year Douglas is 
looking to go further.

“We are a relatively young team 
coming into the season and will 
need to work through some stuff,” 
Douglas Coach John Furno said. 
“But once they become confident 
then this team is going to be one 
to look out for and who knows 
what they’ll be able to accomplish 
in the tournament.”

 Due to graduation the Tigers 
only lost their first baseman and 
shortstop as they enter this sea-
son, but Furno believes that he has 
the talent to fill in those vacancies. 
Eighth grader Emma Kagels will 
slide over from second base to 
take over the shortstop hole and 
according to the coach has picked 

up the position rather quickly. 
First base is currently being 

manned by sophomore Madison 
McDermott, the team’s usual 
number one pitcher. McDermott 
is still recovering at this writing 
and will not take the circle until 
she is fully healed. In the mean-
time, the team’s regular first base-
man junior Emilee Hamlen has 
been holding down the pitching 
duties. 

“Emilee has been doing a great 
job in getting us through. She 
brings a much different style than 
Maddy; she relies on her move-
ment and hitting her spots,” Furno 
said. “Maddy led all of Central 

Mass in strikeouts 
last year and throws 
gas.”

Furno is hoping 
to have McDermott 
back in the circle by 
mid-April and once 
she does return 
he’ll take it game by 
game to see which 
girl gets the starting 
nod. 

Behind the plate, one of the 
strongest catchers in the Dual 
Valley Conference according to 
the coach will be another eighth 
grader in Alya McDermott. The 
younger of the McDermott sisters 
will not only provide a strong 
presence behind the plate, but she 
will also lead off for the Tigers. 
She is a solid contact hitter who 
gets on base more times than not 
and once there she provides the 
team with great base running 
skills.

Freshman McKenna Chiasson 
will handle the hot corner for the 
Tigers this season after playing the 
outfield last year. 

“It’s a big adjustment moving 
from the outfield to the infield, 
but she has done well and fitting 
in quite nicely,” Furno said.

Senior Shaylyn Emanuel will 
slide into centerfield to provide 
the Tigers with leadership in the 
outfield, as well as giving the two 
corner outfielders any help that 
they may need. Seventh grade 
twins Addison and Jasmine 
Trudeau will be flanking Eman-
uel on either side out there. The 
Trudeau twins are also working on 

their pitching and catching skills 
to bolster the team’s depth for the 
future.

Ariana Delgardo, another 
eighth grader, will be taking over 
at second base. Although a first-
time softball player, Delgardo is an 
athletic individual who also plays 
basketball and soccer.

Rounding out the team are 
outfielders Emily Torres, Alana 
Chang, Natalie Reade, and McK-
enzie Johnson.

Furno is looking for his young 
team to become fundamentally 
strong with their skills as the sea-
son progresses and with this being 
a daily thing at practice he is sure 
that it will eventually happen. 
After getting their skills in place 
the team’s goal is to once again ad-
vance into the State Tournament, 
where they have proven in the 
past that anything is possible.

Douglas opened the season 
0-2 with losses to Uxbridge and 
Advanced Math and Science, but 
this is what the Ccach figured. If 
things go as planned Douglas will 
turn things around and make a 
run at the Tournament.
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YYoouutthh  OOuuttddoooorr  SSuummmmeerr  CCaammppss  
Boating - Fishing – Archery – More 

4 day Clinics – for Girls & Boys - Ages 6 – 15 yrs. Old 
3 activities per day - Times: 9 am – 2 pm (Mon-Thurs) 

Go To: WWW.FINANDFEATHERSPORTS.COM 
Outdoor Adventures is now in our 5th season! 

7 Sessions available this Summer! Starts 7/7/14 
Locations: Hopedale Pond Hopedale, MA or Lake Ripple, Grafton, MA 

*3 weeks of High adventure (12 yrs. +) also includes paint ball trip 
Fin & Feather Sports Rte 140 Upton, MA 01568 

ph: (508)-529-3901 email: finfeather@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

Rte. 140 Upton, MA 01568
508-529-3901

info.finfeather@gmail.com

Location: Hopedale Pond, Hopedale

Youth Outdoor 
Summer Camps

Boating - Fishing - Archery - More... 

for Girls & Boys - Ages 6-14 yrs. old
4 activities per day -  Times 9am-2pm

5 Sessions available this Summer! 
Starts 7/10/23

Go to WWW.FINANDFEATHERSPORTS.COM

NOW 
OFFERING
2 & 3 Day 
Clinics in 
Hopedale

Outdoor 
Adventures 

is now in our 
14th season!

Single Family Homes 
for Homeowners 55+

NEW CONSTRUCTION

CALL FRAN SILVA
508-208-9371

Homeowners 55+ Single Family
Includes 4 Season Sunroom and Deck!

Detached Condominiums at
Pre-Construction Pricing...

Starting at $499,900!

61 Airport Road, Dudley, MA 01571

Numbers low but hopes high for Suzie softballers
BY CHRISTOPHER TREMBLAY, 
STAFF SPORTS WRITER

Taking over the Sutton softball 
team, Matt Milaszewski knows 
that this year’s squad is very 

young, and the sport doesn’t have a 
lot of numbers to even put together 
a freshman lineup. Despite the 
cards he has been dealt, Milasze-
wski is hoping to build the Suzies 
into a formidable team.

“We are definitely a very young 
team with only one senior and two 
juniors,” the coach said. “Between 
the varsity and junior varsity team 
we have a total of 19 girls playing 
and we can not have the two teams 
play on the same day as the num-
bers really don’t allow it.”

Shortstop Carolina Padula is the 
team’s one and only senior and has 
been a productive player for the 
Suzies for some time now. Milasze-
wski is looking for his lone senior 
to continue to play solid defense 
while taking a big leadership 
role on the team. Her continued 
leadership and ability to help the 
younger girls will bode well for the 
program’s future.

Following Padula as the team’s 
next to eldest players are juniors 

Natalie Hayes and Emily Britton. 
Hayes is a versatile individual 
that can play numerous positions 
on the field and according to the 
coach each game will dictate where 
she plays that day. She is also very 
vocal as a leader and that in turn 

helps the younger players.
Britton, unlike Padula and 

Hayes, is relatively new to the 
Suzies’ squad and although she 
has played softball in the youth 
program she has not stepped onto 
a field in some time. She is a player 
who was recruited by the coach to 
come out for the team being the 
numbers were so low.

Freshman Kaila Wheeler finds 
herself currently as the team’s most 
likely number one pitcher as she 
has shown that she can handle the 
responsibility at this point of time. 

Sophomores Hannah Pratt and 
Audie Deshais are taking the next 
step at earning a spot in the circle 
and Milaszewski says they will 
most likely get a look at if needed 
and they keep up their hard work 
for the position.

“We’ll see how things go,” he 
said. “I really don’t want to really 
have to rely on only one pitcher, 
but right now Kaila is our top 
pitcher.”

One other athlete, who also 
plays travel ball during the sum-
mer, that the coach is looking 
to help the team build its future 
will be Reagan Giguere. She is an 
experienced player that brings 
stability to the field and she has 
made herself quite comfortable at 
second base.

Playing in the Dual Valley Con-
ference, Milaszewski knows that 
it’s not going to be a cake walk, but 
believes his young team has all the 
assets to become a team that can 
compete.

“We are a young team and do 
find ourselves in somewhat of a 
building year. Right now, all we can 
do is take to the field and do our 
best,” Milaszewski said. “Obviously 
you want to win as much as you 

can to qualify for the State Tourna-
ment, but things are still cloudy, 
and I just don’t know at this point.”

As the season moves along one 
game at a time the incoming coach 
is looking for his young squad to 

take what they’ve learned and ap-
ply it to the field; hopefully by the 
time the tournament rolls around 
Sutton will have not only quali-
fied but be prepared to make a run 
through it.



26  The Blackstone Valley Xpress • www.theblackstonevalleyxpress.com • May 12, 2023

Scan tool may resolve faulty power window switch issue
Q.On my 2014 Toyota Avalon 

the power window switch 
on the passenger side isn’t 

working, but the switch on the 
driver’s side with all four is work-

ing fine. Is 
this a sensor 
or something 
else. 

A.The 
switch 
com-

municates 
through a 
computer 
network to 

the car’s main computer. The issue 
could simply be a faulty switch, but 

it could also be a communications 
problem to the computer. This can 
be checked with a professional 
level bi-directional scan tool that 
can read the window commands 
and also command the window to 
move. 

Q.Can you tell me how much 
it costs to replace both 
front wheel bearings on 

my 2009 Nissan Murano SL with 
all-wheel drive. The prices seem to 
vary, and I want to make sure I’m 
not getting taken advantage of. 

A.The wheel bearings are ac-
tually part of the front hub 
assembly, the bearing and 

hub have a retail cost of approxi-
mately $230 each. The labor to re-
place the hubs depending on shop 
labor fees is about $300 (about 
two hours at $150 per hour). You 
could save a little money with an 
aftermarket part, but be aware part 
quality can vary greatly. Once the 
repair is performed the vehicle 
should have a wheel alignment to 
prevent tire wear. 

Q. 	 My daughter has a 2004 
Hyundai Elantra. About 
two months ago, the alter-

nator was failing in heavy rain, this 
triggered the battery icon and also 
check engine light to come on. I’ve 
replaced the alternator while check 
engine light still reappears. The di-
agnostic code is PO456 indicating 
very small emission leak. I would 
like to know if an alternator issue 
can create and store a false code 
in car computer? The emission 
monitors become “ready” follow-
ing driving enough even if the 
check engine light is on. I have also 
replaced the purge solenoid valve, 
charcoal canister vent valve and 
gas cap. Could the computer need 
replacement to solve the matter?

A.The most common reasons 
that a 2004 Hyundai 
Elantra has code PO456 

are, most of the items you have 
changed. The gas cap is most 
common, followed by the EVAP 
cannister, vent solenoid, then the 
purge solenoid, then a leaking fuel 
filler neck, leaking evaporative 
emissions lines and in a very few 
instances the fuel pump was the is-
sue.  At this point, the best thing to 
do is find a shop that can “smoke 
test” the evaporative emissions 
system to look for a leak. At nearly 
20 years old it is entirely possible 
the fuel filler could be the source of 
the leak.

Q.Why do AAA and other 
places charge to keep your 
old battery when they put 

in a new one?

A.All battery retailers have 
a battery “core” charge. 
In reality, the core charge 

is a recycling fee in some cases 
legally required for the sale of car 
batteries. These recycling fees and 
deposit refund programs help en-
courage people to properly dispose 
of old car batteries by returning 
them to retailers or manufacturers 
who can dispose of them for you. 
Several years back we had a battery 
round up-where we asked AAA 
members to bring us their old 
batteries and we got hundreds that 
were sitting in basements, garages 
and backyards and fields. The core 
charge is built into the battery 
cost. The old battery is palletized, 
and shipped back to a recycler and 
about 98 percent of old battery ma-
terial can be processed and reused 
to make new batteries, limiting the 

impact on natural resources.

Q.I have a 2010 Toyota 
Camry with 142,000 miles. 
Two months ago, the car 

just shut off on the way. The local 
mechanic put a new aftermarket 
fuel pump and it was running very 
well, for a while. After another 
month it stopped and wouldn’t 
start. I towed the car to another 
mechanic, and he said the fuel 
pump is not good so he changed 
the Toyota fuel pump.  It ran good 
for another two weeks and now 
after driving for 10 minutes it shuts 
off again. I am guessing that maybe 
it is time to change the spark plugs 
and ignition coil. What would you 
do?

A.Since the fuel pump at 
least temporarily solved 
the issue, I would look 

in this general direction. At this 
point any diagnosis should start 
with a thorough visual inspection, 
followed by a complete scan of the 
computer system. Since the engine 
stops running after 10 minutes, 
the shop should hook up their 
diagnostic equipment and monitor 
the data, up until the engine stops 
running. Could it be an ignition 
coil, perhaps, but to avoid guess-
ing some additional diagnostic 
time is necessary to find the actual 
problem.

John Paul is AAA Northeast’s 
Car Doctor. He has over forty years’ 
experience and is an ASE-certified 
master technician. He will answer 
readers’ questions each week. Email 
your questions to jpaul@aaanorth-
east.com. Follow John on Twitter 
@johnfpaul and friend him on 
Facebook at mrjohnfpaul.

BY JOHN PAUL

THE CAR DOCTOR	�  jpaul@aaanortheast.com

U-KNIGHTED
AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR

45 East Hartford Ave., Uxbridge
508-526-3169

Custom Exhaust ExpertsCustom Exhaust Experts
•Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes •Engines •Transmissions • Tires •Oil Changes 

• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services• Brakes •Converters •Welding & Fabrication Services

“We perform all your car care needs”“We perform all your car care needs”

COMPLETE AUTO GLASS 
SPECIALISTS

• Chip & Crack Repair
• Windshield Replacement
• FREE Mobile Service

Visit Us at roysautoglass.net

MOBILE AUTO GLASS SPECIALIST
Insurance Company Preferred Shop.

• Certified technicians to your location
• Foreign & domestic auto, truck, bus, 

motor home, windows & sunroofs
• Construction equipment, heavy duty vehicles
• Fabrication of flat glass
• Vehicles equipped with convertible or vinyl roof

• In-shop service • Free mobile service 
• Saturday service
• Free pick-up and delivery within a 10 mile radius
• Quality workmanship guaranteed
• Customer safety and satisfaction is our first priority
• Servicing customers for over 25 years

201 W. Main Street, Dudley, MA 01571
800-479-7697 • 508-949-1327

Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm • Saturday 8am to 12pm

FREE ESTIMATES • QUALITY SERVICE
1734 Providence Rd., Northbridge, MA•508-234-5211

Thomas F. Colonair Jr.
www.kearnscollision.com

KKearnearnSS
K

COLLISION Repair

PAYING $150-$600 CASH

Let us help you against winter’s assault on your car!Let us help you against winter’s assault on your car!

catacchio
AUTOAUTO

DETAILDETAIL

Now Offering
Ceramic Coating

Professional Car Cleaning
Motorcycles & Boats
Now offering Ceramic Coating

218 Worcester St., N. Grafton
774-272-0815
shineitup2@yahoo.com
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TALES FROM BEYOND � tomdagostino.com

However could you please take out-
Commodities-Consignments and some 
dealers present and replace w/ starting 
may 16 and 17 outside fl ea market and 
craft fair -all welcome. every week-
end.
please fi x auction section-please have 
it read see leo for upcoming fi eld auc-
tiom in june  (no sale )              
Ad is BEAUTIFUL!!

151 Davis St., Douglas MA 
(508) 476-3926 Located 1.5 miles off of Route 146 

exit 6 on  Route 16 in Douglas

Classic Car 
Service and Repair

TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS
& AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

(508) 476-3926

• Brakes
• Tires
• Shocks
• Exhaust

Specializing in Transmissions

• Alignments
• Tune-Ups
• All General 
  Repairs

8 EAST MAIN ST.
WEBSTER, MA
508-736-9482

anythingautowebster.com

Qualified Auto Mechanic Needed
Competitive Pay 

Call and ask for Ryan

Diagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-UpsDiagnostics • Tires •  Brakes • Batteries • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups

WE DO IT ALLWE DO IT ALL
Total Car Care!Total Car Care!

194 N. Main St.194 N. Main St.
Uxbridge, MA 01569Uxbridge, MA 01569

508-278-4302508-278-4302

Bloem’s Auto RepairBloem’s Auto Repair

Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles Now Available!

HOMEOWNERS
WELCOME!V

IS
IT

 U
S 

FOR YOUR NEXT PRO

JE
C

T
!

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING
Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Decking

Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952.
124 Main St., Millbury

cslumberco.com • 508-865-4288
Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 7:30 a.m. - Noon

QUALITY BUILDING MATERIALSQUALITY BUILDING MATERIALS
FOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND REMODELING NEEDS
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICE • FREE DELIVERY • ESTIMATING

Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • Lumber & Plywood • Windows • Doors • Millwork • Roofing • Insulation • 
Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!Decking • Rail Systems • Siding • Hardwood • Fasteners • and Much More!

Family Owned And Operated Since 1952Family Owned And Operated Since 1952

124 Main St., Millbury124 Main St., Millbury
cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822cslumberco.com • 508-865-4822

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noonMon.-Fri. 7:30am-3pm • Sat. 7:30am-noon

Ghost Cats, Part II: More common than you might think
BY THOMAS D’AGOSTINO

We are not the only ones 
who have a ghost cat 
in their lives. General 

Stanton Inn in Charlestown, 
Rhode Island has three known 
ghosts, the general, his wife, 
and an unidentified cat. No one 
knows who the cat is, but bar-
tenders and patrons often feel 
the ghostly feline rub up against 
their legs. Many have seen the 
dark shadow of a cat moving 
about the tavern and heard ethe-
real “meows” coming from areas 
at the inn.

Ciro’s Restaurant in Woon-
socket, Rhode Island has a 
celebrated history regarding 
everything from a speakeasy to a 
brothel. The upstairs is decorat-
ed like Henry the Eighth’s Tudor 
mansion and hosts several 
paranormal entities, one being 
a kitty.

Several of the staff have closed 
up during the night and have 
heard a cat meowing in the 
castle-style dining room known 
as Hampton Court. One staff 
member saw the cat, thought it 
had somehow got in, and went 
upstairs unnoticed. She turned 
for a moment to bring it a drink, 
and when she turned back, it 
had vanished. A subsequent 
search proved no cat was ever in 
the building, at least no living 
one.

Hammond Castle in Glouces-
ter, Massachusetts, was built by 
inventor John Hays Hammond 
Jr. He let his favorite pets, cats, 
run among the many ancient ar-
tifacts he displayed. Hammond 
was also a paranormal enthusi-
ast and performed many experi-

ments inside the castle with the 
likes of a Faraday cage.

It was well known that Ham-
mond wanted to be reincarnated 
as a cat after his mortal body 
was committed to the earth. 
Shortly after his death, a black 
cat appeared at the castle, lying 
in Hammond’s favorite chair. 
From the moment the strange 
kitty entered the castle, it was fa-
miliar with the layout. It would 
go right to Hammond’s favorite 
rooms at certain times of the 
day, much like the inventor did, 
and found solace in that same 
chair Hammond also found.

Each time the cat died, 
another would reappear in its 
place. Ghost? Reincarnation? 
Attraction from some ethereal 
power? No one is sure, but to 
this day, one can tour the castle 
and perhaps meet the little furry 
cat that seems to have domin-
ion over the other ghosts of the 
castle.

The Orleans Inn, located in 
Orleans, Massachusetts, is home 
to two ghost cats that live in 
Room 4. The cats belonged to 
two women who bought the inn 
around 1900. They kept many 
cats, and two of them have 
survived in spirit to this day. 
People hear them purring and 
meowing, and sometimes when 
they open the door to the room, 
they feel invisible fur brushing 
against their legs as the ghost 
mousers either enter or leave the 
apartment.

Christy Parrish of the Oliver 
House in Middleborough, Mas-
sachusetts, has realized that one 
of the several ghosts that still 
occupy the house is an orange 
tabby named “Merragold.”

Merragold belonged to Sally 
Hutchinson Oliver, the original 
and first lady of the house. The 
building was erected in 1769 for 
Dr. Peter Oliver Jr. and his wife, 
Sally. The Olivers may be among 
the several ghosts that haunt the 
mansion along with Merragold. 
Many people have seen the ghost 
cat wandering among the rooms 
throughout the years. Investiga-
tors have also caught Merragold 
on audio either meowing, purr-
ing, or just making the general 
noises that cats are known for. 
The house is leased for daytime 
or overnight investigations, as it 
is very active and tenanted with 
many who once lived there in 
the mortal frame.

These are just some of the sto-
ries where ghost cats still make 
themselves known to those who 
loved them. They are an amaz-
ing breed and known to be in-
tuitive. It may be comforting to 
know that your little guy or girl 
will still be there for who knows 
how long, if not in the physical 

sense, at least the spiritual one.
One more anecdote. In Eng-

land, it was well known that a 

black cat crossing your path was 
bad luck; in America, it is just 
the opposite.

Contact Bill at 
774-289-5564 
or by email at

bcronan@
theyankeexpress.

com to learn how you 
can reach 172,0000 

households 
and businesses 

each month!
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NEW BOILER INSTALLS 
• Crown Boilers
• Williamson Furnaces
• Oil Tank Installs

FOR ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS

A Full Service Oil Company
24-Hour Emergency Service

ALL NEW 
INSTALLS COME WITH 

A 3 YEAR PARTS 
AND LABOR WARRANTY, 

AS WELL AS THE 
MANUFACTURERS 

WARRANTY.

WWW.LMTOIL.COM • WE DO ONLINE ORDERING

We do NOT 
Sell Biofuel!
Which will help prevent
 system breakdowns.

Central air conditioning 
and ductless mini splits

HELP WANTED - 
Class B CDL driver with air brake, tanker and hazmat 

endorsements. Must have DOT Medical Card. 

© 2021 Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US LLC. All rights reserved.

Choose Morrissette & Son as your installer, and receive:

- Upgraded Diamond Dealer Parts & Compressor Warranty to 12-years
(from standard 5 years parts/7 years compressor)

- Financing through the MassSave HeatLoan

- Rebates through MassSave, with processing on your behalf
- Extended Labor Warranty Available

- Highly trained technicians with Installation & Service

- Maintenance Contracts Available

Don't spend 
another summer 
sweating!

In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no ductwork. We 
provide energy-efficient heating & air conditioning.
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15 & 20 Yard dumpster rentals delivered & picked up

Now 1 ton $450 -  7 day rental
Now 2 ton $550 - 7 day rental

*Additional charges may apply for delivery beyond our service area or if weight of debris exceeds the ton limit. 
Surcharges may also apply for hazardous waste removal of construction materials.

Call 508-476-1500

14 West Street, Douglas, MA 01516 
www.benscontainerandrubbish.com

$180 month for standard restroom
$175 month for cold water sink

GREAT Street Food GREAT Street Food 
& Entertainment& Entertainment

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM • RAIN or SHINE
MILLBURY HIGH SCHOOL,

 MARTIN ST., MILLBURY, MA

Admission $5.00 
Children 12 & under FREE

Benefit the Millbury 
Redevelopment Authority
Facebook: Millbury Food 

Truck Festival

Sunday, May 21Sunday, May 21

email: millburyfoodtruckfestival@gmail.com

6th 

ANNUAL

& Craft Fair& Craft Fair

Food
 Truck FestivalFood
 Truck Festival

Vote for
People’s 
Choice 

Best Food 
Truck

People’s Choice Best Food Truck 
winner last year was “Say Cheese”

Something for Everyone!!Something for Everyone!!


